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[TpoOpaTbcst HOUBIO HA YepAaK M 3amIsIHYTh B CTAapuHHOE 3epKasio? Jlerko.
BbIBaMTHCA CKBO3b HETO B IPEMYyYEE CIABAHCKOE CPENHEBEKOBbE, 1A €I U B
TeJie uy:xou JeBYoHKM? Kciola He nIaHupoBaia Takou OTImyck. Benemup —
I'PO3HBII IyX HOUHBIX KOIIIMAPOB, CIOCOOHBIN 000PAYMBATHCS YEPHBIM KOTOM.
Bekamy OH HABOOWMIT YKaC Ha CMEPTHBIX PaJii Pa3BJICYEHU s, MIOKA HE BCTPETHII
Kcromry. Benp ee aynry ero marust He 6epeT, a Ha BCe ero 3JI0Belre Yyrpo3bl y
BBICOKOH OpIOHETKM roToB OCTphIil oTBeT.CityuaiiHas Tpareaus guiiaeT Kciomry
TeJla ¥ MPeBpallaeT B CBETJIOTO JyXa CHOBUIEHUH. Tenepb ee MUccusi — MOPTUTh
Benemupy ero uaeanbHbie XOppOp-CIOKETHI, PEBPALLAs )KYTKAX MOHCTPOB B
PO30BBIX MOPOCAT. MekAy HUMHU pa3ropaercsi Hactosiiast BomHa Bo cHax !Korga
B HaBb npuyier uctrHHas 0esia, UM MpuaeTcsi OObeAUHUTHLCS, YTOOBI CriacTu 06a
mupa. Jlaxe ecim quist atoro Kcrome npuaercs mpupyyuTh camoro OrnacHoOro
KOTa U3HAHKU...l CMOXKeT JI1 OH MOKepPTBOBATh CBOEH CYThIO, UTOOBI yIepKaTh
JIOOMMYIO B CBOMX OOBATHSIX ?

© m K. M., 2026
© Astop, 2026
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Katn /In
B 00baTuax Hasu: Komvap barona

IIpoJior

CmMmepTHbIe PUBBIKIIM IyMaTb, OYATO CHbl — 3TO JIMIIIb MTyCThle KAPTUHKU, POXKIEHHBIE yCTa-
JIBIM pa3yMoM 3a JieHb. [mynel. CHOBUIEHUS — 3TO APEBHSIA, IEPBOPOIHAS Marus, KOTOPYIO Kax-
Iblil 4eJIOBeK HOCUT BHYTpPHU ceOs1, OepeskHO MPUKPbIBasi BEKaMU, [OKa CUT. Yl B 9TOI Marnu COKpbIT
CTpOruil, HepyIIUMbIi 3aKkoH HaBu.

CrpallHblid COH — 3TO He Bcerjaa mioxo. VICTUHHBINM KoIIMap — 3TO MpeaynpexieHue. 1o
3HAaK, KpUYaIluil O Tpsaylei Oesie, WM 9XO COTBOPEHHOTO TOOOW 3J1a, KOTOpPOE BO3BpAIlaeTcs,
YTOOBI OUUCTUTD JYIILy Uepe3 CTpax. 3anoBe/ib MU3HAHKU CYpOBa, HO CIIPaBeIMBa: KOIIMaphl HUKOT/IA
HE MPUXOJAT K YUCTHIM, XOpOLIMM JiIoAsaM. Mpak HaBu jiuiib oTpaxkaeT To, 4To YeIOBEK caM 3aTauil
B CBOEM cepaie. Tak ObUIO BeKaMHu.

[Toka oquH HABCKMIA IPECTYIMHUK HE PEIlnJI, YTO MPaBUiIa CO3aHbl AJIs TOr0, YTOOBI UX HApY-
IIaTh.

Benemup — BbICIIMI AyX KOIIMApPOB, XUIIHKK C 3€JIEHBIMU KOIIAYbMMU IJ1a3aMU U OCTPBIMHU
KOI'TSIMA — OJIHA/Ibl OTKPOBEHHO 3acKy4asl. OH OCUMTA, YTO HABOAUTS JIEJICHSAILIMH yKac Ha Ipa-
BE/IHUKOB U I'PEITHUKOB O3 pa3dopa, MPOCTO paayr COOCTBEHHOM 3a0aBbl M 030pCTBa — Ky/a UHTeE-
pecHee, YeM CIIeIoBaTh IPEBHUM 3akoHaMm. OH ynMBaJiCsl CBOMUM MOTYILIECTBOM, MpeBpalias dyyxue
HOYM B U3bICKAHHBII TeaTp JMYHOTO Oe3yMus.

Ho Bc€ B nogmyHHOM Mupe nmeet cBolo 1ieHy. HaBb He mpolnaeT 10/roB, U Ij1ara 3a BEKOBYIO
TOPABIHIO OKa3aJ1ach COKPYILIUTEbHOM.

IT0M MIaTol crasia JoOoBsk. [luKas, 3anpeTHas, epeBepHYBIIasi BCIO €r0 CYTh JIIOOOBD K Iep3-
KON Yy)XECTpaHKe M3 MHpa SIBY, UbM IIEIKOBbIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI MAXJIM MOJTYHOUHOW MPOXJIAA0M.
Benemup, BekaMu OBIBIIHIA 4yXKUM KOIIMApOM, CaM OKa3aJics B TUIEHY. A 3aTeM ero coOCTBeHHast
TEMHAs Marus pa3pylinia TO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YEM OH JOPOXKHUJL.

Tenepr BeMKHIA U YKAaCHBIM YEPHOKHMKHUK 3allepT B CBOMX IYCTHIX yeprorax. Ero ropmoe
cepare pa3outo Bapede3ru. M KakIyio OO0XbI0 HOUb OH IBITAETCS 3aJICUUTh STy 3USIONIYIO PaHy,
OepeKHO BKJIAIbIBAs CBOM CaMble CBETJIbIe, MOJIHbIE OO M HEKHOCTH BOCIIOMHHAHMS B XPYIIKYIO
Marnueckyt cdepy. OH ka€r. OH HajeeTcsl UCKYNIUTh BUHY Mepes TOW, KOTOpas craja JJisl Hero
MpeKpacHee caMmor HOUM.
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I'maBa 1

KonuuumoHep B marMHOM BHEOPOKHUKE HE CITPABJISICA C aBI'yCTOBCKOM KapoM, 3aTO Mama
CHpaBJIsIach C CO3IaHUEM MaHWKU Ha ypa. OHa yke COpOK MHUHYT IIPOBEpPsIa MO CIUCKY MOJApPKU
1151 6a0yIIKMHOTO 100UJIes], MOy THO MONPABJIsisl MAKUSIK M B3/IbIXasl TAK TSIKENO, CJIOBHO OHM €XaJTH
HE Ha Mpa3JHUK, a KAK MUHUMYM CIaBaThCs B IUIEH I€YEHETaM.

— ...’ ecm TBOV Opat OnsITh MPUBE3ET ITOT YXKACHBIN Pa30OPHBIN MAPHUK, 51 32 ceOsl He pyya-
10Ch, — MaMUH roJIoc HabpaJi MPUBBIYHYIO IpaMaTHIeCcKyio BbicoTy. OHa 0OepHYJIach Ha 3a/IHee CUjie-
Hbe. — Kcioma, Boimpsivu ciivny ! Tw Oymyiast mozens wim ropoyH u3 Horp-lama? C TBOMM pocToM
1 (pUTypO TOJIBKO CYTYJIMThCS, ara. M niathe, miarbe Tol HopMasibHOE B3siy1a? TONbKO HE TOBOPH, UTO
OIIATH BHIPSAMIIIBCS B 3TOT CBOK Oe3pa3MepHBIN YEPHBIN MEIOK, B KOTOPOM TeOst TpH pa3za 00epHYTh
MOJKHO!

Kcromia, nenuBo nucraBinas JieHTy B TenedoHe, Aaxe He noBena OpoBbio. K MamuHol runepo-
TeKe ¥ BEUHBIM KOMMEHTApPUSIM IO OBOY €€ MOJIEIbHOM BHEIIIHOCTH OHA TaBHO BbIpaboTaa xeJie-
300eTOHHBIN UMMYHHTET. OHa JIMIIH TOMPaBUIa POCKOIIHYIO, ITIAAKYI0 YEPHYIO TIPSIb BOJIOC, KOTO-
pasi ynaJjia Ha JIMIO, U JICHUBO YJIBIOHY/IACh:

— Mawmyiib, 3TO He MEIIOK, 9TO oBepcait3. CaMblil MUCK yIM4YHOM Mojibl. 1 BooOIIIe, 6a0yiis B
MPOIILIBIA pa3 cKa3aia, YTO B YUEPHOM s BBIIVISIKY «CTATUCTO M CTaTHO». Tak YTO MbI C HEWl Ha OIHOU
BOJIHE.

— Ofi, Hy KOHEYHO, Halllla aBTOPUTET! — Mama BCILUIECHY/IA pyKaMU U OOpEUYEHHO OTKUHY-
JIach Ha Maccaxupckoe cuaeHbe. — TBost Galyika Bcerga Oblia, MATKO TOBOPs, CO CTPAHHOCTSIMH.
Bces nepeBHs e€ 10 cux Mop 3a I1a3a BeIbMOW 30BET. BOT yyBCTBYeT MOE cepilie, pyraHu 3a npasi-
HUYHBIM CTOJIOM He n306exarb! OnsaTs HAYHETCS: «OKHA Ha HOYb 3aHaseuusaiime, 3epKana Xoicmu-
Holl npukpwisatime, Mopok é uzoy ne nyckaiime»... Tbpy! B3pocnas keHIIMHA, CeMbAECAT MATh JIET
WCTIOJIHSIETCS, a BCE Ty[a jKe — MOBEPbs, FaJaHus, JyX1 HOUYHbIe. UyIIb Kakas-To.

Orery 3a pyIEM TOJIBKO TUXOHBKO XMBIKHYJI, OJIATOPa3yMHO PEIVB HE BBS3BIBATHCS B JKEH-
CKYIO INCKYCCHIO, ¥ TIpUOABII Ta3y. JJOpOoKHBIN yKa3aTesb COOOIIUI, UTO J0 IEPEBHH OCTAJIOCh BCETO
JECATh KWIOMETPOB.

Kcroia npomosyana, OTBEpHYBILIKCH K OKHY, HO BHYTPH Y HEE CI1aJJKO 3aMePJIO MTPEIBKYILIEHUE.
B ommuume ot ckentuuHoi Mambl, Kcrorma 6a0yImKuHBI «CTPaHHOCTH» TIpocTo oboxkana. C camoro
JETCTBAa 9TU CTPALIHbIE U TAMHCTBEHHbIE CKa3ku npo Hasp, [IpaBu 1 1yXOB CHOBUAECHUI Ka3aJIUCh
el KyJa MHTepecHee, YeM CKyuYHble YPOKU OOIIecTBO3HaHMs. 3a nocieanuil rof y Kcromm Hako-
TTWJICS LIEJTBIA BarOH HOBBIX BOITPOCOB, KOTOPbIE OHA COOMPAJIach BHIBAIUTH HA 0AOYIIKY, KaK TOJBKO
OHM OcTaHyTcsl HaeauHe. Eif 6e3yMHO X0Tenoch y3Hath, mouemMy 0alyss Tak TpsCETCS HaJl CTapbIMU
BELIAMH U UYTO 32 CKPBITHIE CMBICTIBI TAAATCS B IPEBHUX CJIABSHCKUX 3arOBOpaXx.

Ecnu 661 Kciormia Tos1bKo 3Hasia, 4To OTBETHI Ha BCE 9T BOIIPOCHI OHA MOy YUT ropaszio OsicTpee,
YEM pacCUMTHIBAJIA.

[puexanu oHu Onuske K Bedepy. JlepeBHsS BCTpeTHIIa MX ONTYIIMTEBHBIM JIaeM cOoOaK, 3aria-
XOM TEeYHOTro JIbiMa U CyeTIuBbIMU cOopaMu. KOOuieit oTrpemMen HyMHO: TETKY CIIOPUIIM O peLien-
Tax MUPOIOB, [I51/151 IEUCTBUTENILHO MTPUBE3 Ay paLKMM MAPHUK, MaMa YCIIesa TPUKAbl CXBATUThLCS 3a
cepiiie u3-3a 0a0yIKUHBIX 3aMEYaHNH, a Tana THXO CIajl Ha BepaH/ie.

K 1ByMm yacam HOUM IOM HakoHell 3aTuX. B crapoM GpeBeHYaTOM CTPOSHUH BCE TABHO CIIAJIH.
Kcioma, BoopyXxuBIIHCH (hOHAPHKOM Ha TesiepoHe, Kpaiach 1O CKpHITyYrM nosioBuiiaM. Llenb Obina
sicHa — deprak. /IHéM 6alyIKa CTpOro-HaCTpOro 3ampeTuiia Tyda XOIUTh, TPOOOPMOTAaB YTO-TO
PO «HEUMCTOE MECTO» U «HEUero TaM IbLIb [JI0TaTh». A ecliu JeBsiTHaAuaTwieTHei Kerore 4ro-To
3aIpeTUTh, TO ITO ABTOMATUYECKU CTAHOBUTCS AEJIOM BCEH €€ KU3HHU.

JlBepb Ha Yepaak rmojaaiach ¢ KajaoOHbIM, TPOTSKHBIM CTOHOM. Kcloia 3amepria, 3aTauB jibixa-
HUE, HO JIOM He NpocHyiics. OHa I0pKHYJIa BHYTPb Y NOAHSIACH 110 KPYTOW AEPEBSAHHON JIECTHULIE.
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31ech, Moj] caMou K phIITiel, IIAPHIIO APCTBO TeHel. JIyHHBIN CBeT MpoOUBasICs CKBO3b MaJICHb-
KO€ KPYIJIOE OKOIIIKO, BHIXBATHIBAS U3 TEMHOTBI CHUTYITBI CTAPBIX CYHAYKOB, CIOMAHHBIX IMPSJIOK U
CBSI30K CYIIEHOH TpaBbl. Bo3/1yX ObLT IyCTBIM, CyXHM M TIaX 3aCTHIBIIMM BPEMEHEM.

B camom manpHem yry Kciomia 3ameTwia CTpaHHBIN BBICOKUI TipeameT. OH ObLT OepeskHO
YKYTaH IUIOTHOM, MOTEMHEBUIEN OT BPEMEHU XOJICTUHOMA.

— Hy u uto TyT y Hac? KomeeBa uria mim 6a0yIKHUHO BeIbMUHCKOE TIPUIaHOE? — MPOIIeTI-
tana Kcioma, mpoOupasich CKBO3b 3aBaJIbl CTAPHIX KyPHAJIOB.

OHa yxBaruiach 3a Kpail TKaHU U cEpHyJIa e€. [1oa xoncTom okazaioch orpoMHOe, B YeJloBe-
YECKHUI POCT, 3epKAJIO B TSKEIOW PE3HOU paMe U3 TEMHOIO, MOUTH YEPHOTO JiepeBa. Y30phl Ha pame
HAIOMUHAJIM TIeperieTeHHbIe KOPHU JIepeBbeB WK 3Meld. CaMo CTEKJI0 ObLIIO HACTOJIBKO 3aCHKEHO
IBUIBIO, YTO HE OTPa)kajao HUYEero, KpoMe MyTHOTO CEpPOro HUYTO.

Kcromma ynxHysa, B3MaxHy/1a pyKaBOM CBOEM TOJICTOBKM U PELIMTENILHO MPOTEPIIa CTEKJIO.

INoBepxHOCTB 3epKaia KauHysack. Kciole nokasanock, 4To Mo HeMy MoIia psiob, CJIOBHO IO
BOJIe, B KOTOPYIO Opocrim Kamyiek. OHa MOPrHyJa, YCTaBUBILIHUCH B IIIyOMHY. BMecTo 3axmamMiéH-
HOT'0 uepaaka ¥ COOCTBEHHOTO 3aCMIaHHOTO JIUIIA OHA YBUJENA TaM. . . 4TO-To Apyroe. Kakasi-to Tyman-
Has Jaria, O4YepTaHusi HE3HAKOMBIX M30YIIEeK U CTPaHHbIN, (hochOpUIEecKUil CBeT.

— Tak, Kcioxa, MeHblIie Hajio ObUIO CITyIIATh MAMHUHBI OpeIHU TIPO BeIbM, — MPOOOpPMOTaa
OHa, HAKJIOHSISICh OJMIKE K CTEKITY.

JII000MBITCTBO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ MOAOUTH BIUIOTHYIO. OHA BBITSIHYJIA 110, TIBITASCh PA3IIISIIETh,
HE ONTUYECKHI Jii 3T0 oOMaH. Oesyi0, KOToOpoe OHA HAKWHYJIA Ha TIJIeYH, 3aleNIOCh 32 TOpYAIIii
13 nosa reo3fpb. Keromna pe3ko A€pHyack, NoTepsijia pABHOBECUE M C KOPOTKUM UCITYTaHHBIM ITMCKOM
ToJieTeNa MpsiMO Ha 3epKaJlo.

B manuke oHa BbICTaBWIIA BIIEPEN PYKH, OKMIAsI OTIYIIUTEILHOTO 3BOHA OBIOIIErOcs: CTeKJIa
M OCTpOH Gonu.

Ho 3BoHa He npousonuio. 3epkaso He yaepxaio e€. OHO 0Ka3ajaoCh MATKUM, TPOXJIaJHbIM U
MOJAT/IUBbIM, KaK TUIOTHBINA TyMaH. Kciollia ¢ rojioBoit yxHyJia BIiepé, CJIOBHO TPOBAIMIIACH B OTKPbI-
THII JBEPHOM MIPOEM, U MUP BOKPYT HEE C JUKUM CBUCTOM IEPEBEPHYIICS.

kokskok

Benemup cuzen Ha TOICTOM CyKy BEKOBOTO Jy0a, pOCIIero Ha caMoi I'paHuIle Mex1y YepHero-
muM HaBbum Jiecom 1 iepeBHel cMepTHBIX. [lyX KOIMapoB BaJIbsKHO OONITAN ATMHHBIMA HOTAMU B
BO3/1yXe, He 3a00TSCh O BBICOTE, ¥ JIEHUBO TMepeOrpal TOHKUMH MaJbLIaMU C OCTPHIMU YEPHBIMU KOT-
TAMHA. Mex1y ero JagoHsIMH, CIIOBHO KMBOH, TIepeKaThIBaJICs HEOOJBIION TEMHBIN IIAPUK, COTBO-
PEHHBINA U3 KIyOsIIIerocsi HOYHOrO TyMaHa. BHYTpH Imapuka TycKJIO MOOJIECKUBAIN UCKPBl — 3TO
OBbLIT CBEXKMUIA, ITYHO UM COTBOPEHHBIN KOIIMAp.

CyMepKkH B U3HAHKE CTPEMUTENBHO CTYIIAINCh, OKPAIIMBasi HEOO B TYCTON YEPHUIIbHBIN 1IBET.
JlepeBHs1 BHU3Y IOTUXOHbKY 3aTHUXaJIa, JIFOIM FaCUJIU JIyUYMHBI U JIOKWUJIUCH CTIaTh, a Bes, XuniHo myps
SIPKO-3€JIEHbIE KOIIaYby I71a3a, 33 JyMYMBO PA3MBIIILIII, KOTO Obl OCYACTIIMBUTH CBOEH HOBOH XOp-
POp-3ayMKOMA.

«Tak, cmapocme Ha npownoIl Hedene CHUAUCL YNBIPU... CKYUHO, — NeHUB0 Oyman Beaemup, u
€20 aKKYpamHule YépHvle KOUAaubll Yull, NPSImMasuiuecst 8 8010cax, uymko opoenyau. — Kysneuy —
ymonaeHHuku 8 konooue. Toowce 6ananvro. O! Hawno-xa s Ha 3HAXAPKY COH, 20e €€ AooumMas Koposa
HauuHaem 2080punb 6AcCOM U mpedyem GepHymMsb 002U NO HAN02AM. [la, 5mo Oyoem U3bICKAHHO».

OH 10BOJIBHO YNBIOHYJICS, TOAOPOCMB TYMaHHBIN INAPUK HA JIAJOHU, HO 3aIyCTUTh €r0 He
ycred.

Bozayx BOKpyr BHE3alHO CTajl JIMIKUM U TSkENbIM. B TrimHe HaBu pazpasncst cTpaHHbIN,
HU Ha 4TO HE MOXOKUU TPECK — CJIIOBHO KTO-TO C CUJIOM pa3opBall IUIOTHBIN KYCOK Iénka. B cre-
AYIOIIYI0 CEKyHIy UCCUHSI-UYEpHOE HeOO M3HAHKU OCCHUJIO I'PaH/IMO3HOM, HEeCTeCTBEHHOW IPO30M.
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OrpomHasi, oclenuTenbHO-0esast MOJTHUS C (PHOJIETOBBIMU UCKpaMHU pa3pe3alia HeOOCBOA HaJl Jepe-
BEHCKMM KpaeM M 3aCTblIa, MyJIbCUPYs, KBS CBOE JUKOU, UyKOM KU3HBIO.

OT HEOXMIAHHOCTU M ONIYLUUTEJIBHOIO Maruyeckoro MMITYJIbCa, KOTOPBHIM YIapui IO €ro
HAaBbMM UYBCTBaM, BEJIMKHUN M yXKaCHBIM MOBeIUTEeh MOpOKa COBEPLIM a0COMIOTHO HETleYaTHBIH
KYyJIbOUT.

— Tsoro xe Makoib! — nuko mukHyn Ben.

[lorepsiB paBHOBECHE, OH C TPECKOM IoseTes BHU3. Ero 4€pHblii kKapran 3auenuics 3a cyk,
30JI0TOM MOSIC 3BSAKHYJ, M Benemup co Bcero Maxy rpoxHyJics CIIMHOM B TYCTYIO TpaBy. 13 ero rpyau
BBIOWJIO BO3/IYX, @ TYMAHHBIN [IAPUK C KOIIMApOM OOMKEHHO pacTasiyi B BO3IyXe.

Besn nepeBepHyJicsl Ha )KUBOT, CEPIUTO HIMIISL U PYTrasich CKBO3b 3yObl HA BCEX U3BECTHBIX €My
ayxoB 6e3nHbl. Ero ymm OblM mpUKaThl K TOJIOBE OT BO3MYIIIEHUs M uchyra. [IpunoaHsBimcs Ha
JIOKTSIX, OH YCTaBUJICS Ha HEOO.

CrpaHHasi MOJTHUS MicUe3Jia, HO HaJ| IPUTPAHUIHOMN n300i JIto0aBbl BCE elmé aepkaioch easa
3aMeTHoe, (pocopruyecKkoe CUsIHUE UyKOH, TEMION Marui. B Bo3gyxe maxjio 030HOM, I'pO30i H...
AyXaMH C apOMaTOM BaHWJIU.

— D710 em¢ uto 3a myTKKM YepHobora? — mpoBopyan Ben, notupas ymmoneHHyo CIUHY U
BBITyCKast YEPHbBIE KOI'TU. — Y KOro-TO B JIEPEBHE KpHIIlIa MOexXajia HACTOJIBKO, YTO MPOOKIa TKaHb
MUPOB?

OH mopHsIcs, OECITyMHO OTPSIXHYJ UYEpHbBIC ONEKAbl M XUIIHOMW, MPYXKUHSAIIEH MOXOAKOM
HAITPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY CUSTHUSL.

CBeueHre HaJ KPHIIMIEH NepeBEHCKOW M30blI TIOCTENICHHO Yracjo, OCTaBUB IOCie ceOsl JIUIIb
e/lBa 3aMETHBI} 3aIax BaHWJIHN BIIEPEMENIKY C 030HOM. Beniemup, oOpaTuBIMch OeCryMHbIM YEPHBIM
TYMaHOM, IPOCKOJIb3WJI MEXY PAKMTAMU U 3aMep Y IPUOTKPHITOro okHa. ONyCTUBLIMCH HA TPABY,
OH CHOBA COTKAJI CBOE YeJIOBEUECKOe TeJI0, OECIIyMHO TOMPaBUJI 30JI0TOH MOSIC Ha YEPHOM KaTaHe
Y XUIIHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— Hy Hayo xe, TvINMHA, — MPOOOPMOTAJT OH, MOAEPruBas yxoM. — [loayauaock, 3HaUuT. A
HaBb cBuzieTenbcTBOBaNA: JABHEHBKO 5 TAK IVIYIIO C IEPEBbEB HE JieTall. YTO K, pa3 s yXKe 3/1eCh, TO
JlioGaBe KoImMap ¥ HArOHUM.

Ben 3amymMmumnBo BbITyCTH Y€pHBIe KOTrTH. JIIoOKa ObLIa MepBOM JIEBYOHKOW Ha JiepeBHE —
YMHOM, CTaTHOM, JOYEPbIO CAMOT0 CTapoCcThl. MecTHOM «KHs:KHOW» . Heckonbko JieT Hazaa Benemup,
K CBOeMY COOCTBEHHOMY yXKacy, MoiMaJ cebst Ha MBICIH, YTO O€3yMHO XOUeT 3aryIsIbIBaTh B €€ CHbI
yarie 00praHOro. Cam HaBCKUiA KOIMap — ¥ MOJIOKKJI I71a3 Ha iepeBeHCKyIo 1eBKy! Ho HaBb ObicTpo
paccraBuiia Bcé o Mectam. JliodbaBa oka3zanach TOYHO TAKOH ke, KaK BCe CMEPTHBIE, a B YEM-TO Jaxke
Xyxke. BblcokoMepHO, Harloi 1 MycTox.

Ben 10 cux mop moMHWII, Kak el ObUIo IiecTHaAaTh jJeT. KOHBIHA, pyKacThiil, HO yKacHO HeJle-
MBI ¥ NIpBIIaBbi Boogpka nomnbitasicst copBath 1ist JIloOaBbl CaMblil KPAaCHBBIH MOJIEBOM 1IBETOK U
POOKO MpH3HAJICA B UyBCcTBax. Ha uTo JOYKa cTapocThl JMIIh TPOMKO, OOMHO paccMesiyiach Ha BCIO
ynuLy, 3asBUB: « 1ol podiceli-mo He eblien, Bonoovka! C meoumu npviamu mebe moavko k I rauike-
oosipke 6 xnee uomu. MHe HYydceH Kpacugwlil, CMamHblil, 8bICOKULL MYdHC, ymob oemu Oblau 8cem HA
3asucmo. A ¢ moooli — 00uH cmex oa cnaemuu! »

Ox u pa3o3muics Toraa Benemup. C Tex mop oH 3apékcst He cMOTpeTh Ha JIio0aBy ¢ HeXKHOCTHIO
Y pelny MPOyYHTh Harmylo ieBrily. Kaxmaylo HOUb OH M30IIPEHHO MCTHJI €, HAChUIasl OJWH U TOT
K€ M3/IeBaTe/IbCKUN KOIIMAap — TOJITH HEJIEMbIX, MPHIIIABBIX U KOCBIX KEHUXOB, OT KOTOPHIX OHA B
naHuke Oeskasa 1Mo HaBbMM OosioTaM. CTOMT JIM TOBOPUTH, UTO 3a TpH roja JliobaBa Tak 1 He HaIllIa
ce0Oe peaJlbHOro My»a, IPeBPATUBIIKCH B OJICTHYIO, 3aEPraHHYI0 TCHb?

Ben tuxo, 310pagHo paccmesiics. Mexay ero JlailoHe CHOBA COTKAJICS TUIOTHBIN TyMaHHBIT
mapuk. BHyTpu Hero yxe kiyOwsics cBexkuii Mopok: ceroiHs npbiiiaBeiii Bonoapka B JIoOKuHOM
CHE JIOJKEH ObUT SIBUTHCS K HEll B 00pase TPEXTOIOBOro 3Mest, Kaxkaasi rojioBa KOTOPOro Tpedopasa
OT HEE MOLIEITYs.
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— TlpuATHBIX CHOBUIEHUH, KHsI)KHA, — IIENHYJ Benemup.

B3MaxoMm pyku OH 3amyCTHJI MAari4eCKHUid MIAPHK MPSIMO B MPUOTKPHITOE OKHO U30bl. TéMHas
cepa 0e33ByYHO BjIeTea B KOMHATY M MSTKO OIMYCTHJIACh Ha TPYAb CIIAIIEH BO3Je MOJOKOHHUKA
JeBYIIKU.

Ben moGeqHO CKpecTHs1 pyKH, OXHJas YCIIBIIIATh MPUBLIYHBIA COHHBIN CTOH, METaHUS TIO
cosoMe ¥ c€3bl. Ho BHYTpU M30bI BOIIAPUIIACH OINTyHIMTENbHAs, Oe3MsTekHas TuimHa. Y€pHas
Marus KOoIlIMapa, e/iBa COPUKOCHYBIIUCH C UyKOH JIyIION U C TJIyXUM, HEBUAUMBIM ISl CMEPTHBIX
ITIETYKOM OTPHUKOIIETHIIA.

JleByIKa JIMIIIb CJIaIKO TIOUMOKaJIa I'y0amMu BO CHe, TIepeBepHYJIach Ha Ipyrou OOK 1 Noyo0Hee
YCTPOMJIACh Ha COJIOMEHHOM TIO(sIKe.
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I'maBa 2

Kcioma nmpocHynack 0T ONIyHIMTEIbHOTO, YTPOOHOTO rpoxoTa. I'ie-To 3a cTeHoil 4To-To ¢ ape-
Oe3:)KaHueM KaTHJIOCh, IIyPIIAJo U IIIyX0 OUIOCh O AE€PEBsIHHBIE MEPEKPHITHS.

— [Tam, Hy xopolI a... — COHHO MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA, HATATMBAS HEBUAUMOE OZIESJIO Ha TOJIOBY.
— Bpems cempb yTpa. OnaTe pemt B capae NopsA0K HABECTH MM KJIOUM OT MalllMHbI OTepsi?
Nwmertite coBecTb, aaiite Oyayiel MOIEIH MOCTaTh. ..

OHa JIeHMBO MPHOTKPhLJIa TIPaBBIH I71a3 ¥ OceKJIack. [IpsiMo HaJl Heid, BMECTO IIPUBBIYHOTO OeJé-
HOTO TMOTOJNKa OAOYIIKMHOM rOCTEBOW KOMHATHI, HABUCAJIM MACCHBHBIE, IOTEMHEBIIIIE OT BPEMEHU
nepeBsiHHBIE Oanku. Koe-rie Mexay HUMM TOpYaiM MyYKH CYIIEHOH TpaBbl. Bozmyx ObLT cyxumM,
T'YCTBIM M IaX MEYHOH rapblo.

Kcioma pe3ko npunoHsiack Ha JIOKTSIX, YyBCTBYs, KaK Cep/lie UCIyTaHHO MPOIYCTHIIO yaap.
[Mon Heii rTyxo 3amrypiiaia rpyoast cojoma.

— Tak, Kcioxa, 6e3 maHiK#, — MpoIIeNnTaa OHa, OIJIsAbIBas KOMHATY. — 3HAUMT, 51 BCE-TaKU
yCHyJa Ha yeppake. MM Tak ylauHO IpPOXHYJIACh CO CTPEMSHKH, YTO OTKJIIOUMJIACh U TeNepb BUXKY
OYeHb PEAJIMCTUYHBIN COH MPO AEPEBHIO IEBATHAILATOTO BEKa.

Komnara Obl1a KpoIeyHO# 1 HeNPUBBIYHO ITyCTOM. BpeBeHYaThie CTeHbl, Tpy00 CKOJIOYEHHBIH
CTOJI y OKHa, IMHHBIA KyBIMH. Cama Kcioma Obi1a ofieta B JUIMHHYIO, 10 CAMBIX ITSIT, OSJIOCHEKHYIO
COpPOYKY M3 TUIOTHOTO JibHA. Ha ynuBieHue, pybaxa cuzena Ha e€ BHICOKOH, CTPOMHON (hurype uzie-
aJIbHO, TTOAUYEPKMBAsi MOAEbHbIN CHITY3T, & POCKOILIHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI PACTPENaIiCh U BOJTHAMU
CITyCKaJIUCh JO CaMOM MOSICHULIBI.

Brpyr 3a TOHKOI IepeBSHHOI IBEPhIO ONTYIIMTEIBHO 3arpeMera 1ocy/ia, U 3BOHKHUI JKeHCKUl
roJI0C 3aIIPUYUTAI HA BECh JJOM:

— JlobaBymka! JloueHpka, mpocelnaics, rope Tol Mo€! Kymars rnopa, onagyniku OCTHIHYT.
Ounynace Ji1 1ocjie HOYU-TO KYTKOU? CBAT-CBAT...

Kcioma nogckounsia Ha coloMeHHOM TiosIKe Tak, CJIOBHO e€ yaapuiio TokoM. E€ kapue riaza
OKPYIJIMJIUCH OT LIOKA.

— Kakas em€ Jlio0aByika?! — BbIJOXHYJIA OHA, XBaTasICh 3a [OJIOBY.

OHa HECKOJIBKO Pa3 3aKMYypUJIach, 30 BCEX CHJI 3aKMYpHJIa IV1a3a, JOCUMTaa 10 TPEX U PE3KO
OTKpbLIa. [lepeBsiHHbIE OaJIK1 HUKYJa He hcuesnu. JKeHIHa 3a JBepbio POoAoJIKala TPEMETh yXBa-
TOM.

— Jypb Kakas-1o... ITOro Npocto He Moxker ObiTh! — Kciolia 6pocuiiach K pacnaxHyToMy
OKHY, HaJiesCh YBUAETh NAIMH BHEJOPOKHUK MM XOTS Obl 3200p coceHel Jauu.

Ho 3a okHOM paccTuiascs aOCOMOTHO 4yxkoM, cepoBaThlil MUp. IIpsAMo moj NOIOKOHHUKOM,
B HEBBICOKOW TYCTOM TpaBe, JICHUBO MPOXaKMBAJICS] OTPOMHBIN, JIOCHSIIMICS YEPHBIA KOT ¢ OOMaH-
YMBO MATKMMHU Jankamu. 3ameTuB Kciolly, )HMBOTHOE Ha CEKyHIy 3aMepsio, XMIHO MPHIYPUIIO
SIPKO-3€JIEHBIE I71a3a, 4 €ro aKKypaTHbIE YIIKM Ha MaKyIIKe MMOA03pUTENbHO AEpHYIUch. Kot u3nan
yTPOOHOE, MOYTH U3/ICBATEILCKOE «MsTy» U HECIICIITHO CKPBUICS B KYCTaX PAKHUTHI.

— OmmuHo,enl€ u MecTHas (payHa HaJo MHOM u3aeBaercsi, — Kcioma 11yMHO BBIIOXHYJIA U
00epHYJI1ach.

Ha naBke Bo3Jie noctenu Jiexal cJoXeHHbI capadaH. [leBylika cxBaTuiia ero, pacrpasuia 1
TYT e CKpUBHJIa Oe3yNPEUHBIi HOC B rpMace riryoouaiiinero orspaienusi. Capadas ObUT ITIOTHBIM,
rpyObIM ¥ UMeJT TUKHiA, TEMHO-PBIKHI, TOUYTH OPAHKEBBII OTTEHOK I[BETAa B3OECHBIIIEHCS JICHIIBL.

Kcioma saToT 1iBet HeHaBuena Beei aymoi. OpaHxkeBblid Bcerja MpuUBjeKas CIUMIIKOM MHOTO
HEHY)KHOTO BHHMaHMs, Kpryasl o cebe 3a BEpCTy, a OHa, HECMOTPSl Ha CBOIO SIPKYIO BHEIIHOCTD, B
MOBCETHEBHOM KW3HM MPEANOYNTAIIA SJIETAaHTHBIA YEPHBIA OBEpCail3.
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— Hy u tpemi, — mpoBopuasia oHa, HEOXOTHO HATATHMBAsI TEPPAKOTOBOE YOOKECTBO TMOBEPX
6eoii copouku. — {1 B 3TOM MelIke noxoxa Ha 0aly Ha yaiiHuKe. Eciu 910 3aTsHyBIIUICS TPUKOI
OT MaMbl Ha 0aOyIIKUH 00MJIEH, TO OH 3aIIEN CIIUIIKOM JIaJIeKo.

Pe3sko népHyB 3acoB, Kcrolia pacraxsysia iBepb B KOPHIOP, TOTOBast yCTPOUTH Pa3HOC JTIOOOMY,
KTO TIOCMEJT YKPACTh €€ JTIOOUMBbIE JKUHCHI.

[Ilar — v oHa oka3aJyiach B MPOCTOPHOM, 3aJTMTOM YyTPEHHUM CBeTOM ropHutie. 36a Obiia 6071b-
IIOM, KpenKo#, 1o0poTHO#. [Tocpenyt KOMHATHI TSHYJICS OTPOMHBIH 1yOOBBIH CTOJ, 32 KOTOPHIM BOC-
celasy ABOe.

CreBa cujena JKeHIIMHA B HAKpaxMaJeHHOM T'OJIOBHOM ITJIaTKE M YMCTOM TMepeHUKE, a CIpaBa
— COJIMIHBIN, XMYpPbI My)KYMHA B ouKkax. Onexa Ha 000MX OblLTa MPUIMYHON, AaXe JOPOTrOH 1o
MECTHBIM MEpKaM, YTO BBIIABAJIO UX BBHICOKHIA CTaTYC.

— Capuce, nouka, JlioOareHpka, — 3are0erana KeHIMHA, YKa3blBas Ha CBOOOIHYIO JIABKY.
— BoH, onagyniky ToibKO U3 NieUu, MbIIyT!

Kcroma mpomonyana. MeasieHHO, COXpaHsisi CBOIO TAPCTBEHHYIO MOJEJIbHYIO OCAHKY, OHA TIOJI0-
IIJT1a K CTOJIy U LIAPCTBEHHO OIMyCTMJIACh Ha CKaMblo. My)X4MHA 32 CTOJIOM T'PO3HO 3BIPKHYI HA Heé
U3-TIOJ] OYKOB U JEMOHCTPATUBHO OTJIOXKUJ B CTOPOHY TUIOTHBIN CBUTOK mepramenTa. OH CKpecTu
PYKU Ha TPYyIU U TPUHSIICS MOTYa, OypaBsIIMM B3IJIIIOM HAOMIOAATh 32 KQXKAbIM €€ IBHKEHUEM.

Kcroma tepniets He Morv1a, KOrjaa Ha He€ Tak cMoTpesid. [Ipsau 4EpHBIX BOJIOC CKOJIb3HYJIU 10
PBDKMM TUIeYaM, M OHA, BCKUHYB HJeasbHble OPOBH, XJIECTKO BbIIAJIA:

— Yro?

Maryiika BCIJIecHy/1a pyKaMu U UCITYTaHHO 3allpuirTasIa:

— O, gouka... Tsl 310 yero ceronHs Takass? A pyKu IOMBITh C yTpa nopasbliie? A Kak ke
OTITY-TO CHayaJIa YaIliKy 4yas MojiaTh, yBaxkeHHe oKa3aTh? 3a0blia, YTO Jib, 3aKOHBI?

Kcromma Haxmypuiach, HO CIIOPUTh HE CTajla — JIMIITHee BHUMaHWe e ceivyac ObLIIO HU K
yeMy. OHa NOHSIaCh, CKAHUPYS B3IJISIIOM HE3HAKOMOE MIPOCTPAHCTBO. 3aMETHUB B YTy JEPEBSIHHYIO
JIOXaHb C MOABEIIEHHBIM [TTMHSHBIM YMBIBAJIBHUKOM, OHA TOJOIILTA, OPE3TIIMBO CIOOCHYIA KOHYUKH
MaJIbIeB U 0OepHYJIACh:

— Xopor11o, noMblIa. A rie yai?

Poaurtenu JlioGaBbl 3aCThUTM M BBUTYIMJIMCHh Ha HEE Tak, cioBHO y Kciomm npsiMo ceifyac Ha
rOJIOBE BBIPOCIIH pOTa.

— Tak BOT ke OH, B KPUHKE Ha M€Y IPeeTcsi, — OCTOPOKHO, CIOBHO OOIIASICh C YMAJTUIIEH-
HOU, POroBOpHJIA MaTh.

— AX, na... Touno, — Kciolia HeJIOBKO MOApIrpaa, JMXOPaIodHO cooOpakasi, Kak HaJIUTh
3TOT MECTHBIN HAIMUTOK O€3 MPUBBIYHOTO YallHUKa. — A Bofa rje?

Orenr JIioOaBHl TsKeI0 B3IOXHYJ U HEJOBOJIBHO TOMXKAT TyObl. MaTh OOped€HHO IMoKavaia
TOJIOBOU, 3KaJIOCT/IIMBO IISIMISI HA «JI0Ub»:

— Ox, 6ena Mosl... OnATh BCIO HOYb KomMapbl My, Jlodamenpka? Cocem Te0s1 Mopok
HABBHMX CHOB M3BEN, TAMSATH JIMIIATH HAYaJl.

Kcroma 6picTpo coobpasuia, 4Tto 3To uaeaibHasi OTMa3Ka, U YIPsIMO KMBHYJA. A UTO el el
ocTaBasioch roBoprTh? Ecin oHa ceifuac HAYHET paccrpanimBaTh MPO CMapT(OHBI, KUHCH U KOH-
IUITIOHEPHI, €€ TYT ke MPUMYT 3a OJTaKEHHYIO U 3arpyT B KaKOM-HUOY/Ib MECTHOM aHAJIOTe J1ypPKHU.

«Hy, 6baobyas... — Kcrowa 310 cmuchyna 3yobl, HAAU8A s MEMHYIO NAXYUYHO HCUOKOCHTb 8 2AUHSL-
Hyto wawiky. — Hy, éepryco s domoti, nozoou y mens! Ox u ycmporo s mebe pasHoc 3a meou 6e0bMUH-
CKUe WmyuKU, 6e0bMOBCKUE 2A0AHUSL U CAOMAHHbIE 3epKanal Yopyoicuna enyuke, Heuezo ckazamu».

Mary1ika ¢ OTIIOM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB TSIKeJIO B3OXHYIM. CMUPHUBIIUCH ¢ JII0OAIMHON yTpeHHe!
«HEYAaYHOCTBIO» M CIIMCAB BCE Ha MPOMCKM HOUHOTO MOpOKa, OTell BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY IIepraMeHTy.
Marb e COuyBCTBEHHO MOKayasia ToJI0BOM M MOMPOCHIIA JOYKY O TIPOCTOM OJOKEHUU — CXOAUTh
K KOJIO/IIY 32 BOJOH.
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Ha sty HeBunHy10 npocbOy Kcioma cHoBa ycTaBuiach Ha JKEHIIMHY KPYIJIbIMU, aOCOMIOTHO
HEMOHMMAIOUIMMU KapuMHM [la3amu. B e€ Mupe Boja Tekja U3 KpaHa, a B KpallHeM cilyyae e€ IpH-
BO3WJ KypbeED.

Mars B310XHyJ1a, MATKO B3sis1a Kcionny 3a JI0KOTh U BbIBeJIa Ha AEPEBSIHHOE KPbUIbLO. TaM OHa
BpYYMJIa IEBYIIKE /1BA TSKENBIX IYCTBHIX BEAPA U CTPAHHYIO, JUIMHHYIO BHITHYTYIO IEPEBSHHYIO MAJIKY
¢ kplokamu. Ha3zeanus storo noucropuyeckoro jaeBaiica Kcioma, pazymeercs, He 3Haa.

— Ha, Jlio6amenpka, 6epu KOpOMBICTIO, — HAITyTCTBOBAJIa MaTh, MpUCTpanBasi najky Kcrore
Ha ruieun. — Ha Hém BEnpa-To criogpyuHee HecTu. My K KOJOMILY, YTO Ha Kpalo IEPEBHU, Y CaMOi
pormupel. [la akkypaTHee, He pacIulecKail.

Kcromma mpocnenuna 3a e€ pykoit u OyKBaJbHO BhITapaluia Ia3a ot yxaca. Komoper yepHen
Ie-TO Ha CaMOM TOPU30HTE, Y PACKUAUCTHIX EPEBbEB, U PACCTOSIHUE JI0 HETO OT JIOMa CTapOCThI
Ka3aJIoch OECKOHEUHBIM. {7151 TOpOZICKOI AEBYOHKH C MOJIEJIBHOM (DUTYPOHl, Yell MaKCUMYM (pr3mye-
CKHMX Harpy30K OrpaHUYMBAJICs OErOBOM JOPOXKKOM, 3TO BHIIIAAEIIO KaK M30IIPEHHAS MBITKA.

OHa TsKeNno CIIOTHYJA, NONbITalach CAearh Iar, HO JepeBsHHas najka chexana. Kcioma
MOKAYHYJIach, U OAHO U3 BEAEP C OMIYIIUTEIBHBIM I'POXOTOM IOJIETENIO C KPbLIbLIA IPSMO B IPA3b.

— Jla 4TO X 3a IeHb-TO Takoi! — mpoBopuania Kcioma, nogaumas xectsHky. — TyT BooOiie
eCTh CIIy)0a JI0CTaBKM WU XOTsI Obl KPYIJIOCYTOUHBIN CyrliepMapKeT?

Ona npeanpuHsiia BTOPYIO TOMBITKY, HO, HE pacCUUTaB OaJlaHC, CHOBA YPOHWJIA yXke BTOpOe
Be/Ipo. 3a CIMHOM pa3/iajiich TPOMKHE, TIOHbIE UCKPEHHEH CKOPOW MPUYUTAHUS MaTYIIIKHU:

— Ox, Garromiku... 3a 9To ke HaMm rope Takoe? CoBceM JeBKe MaMsTh OTIIUOIO, BeAPO yAep-
Katb He MoxeT! HaBbu yxu, nomaanre JUTATKO. ..

Kauasi ronoBoit, skeHIIMHA TOCIIENTHO CKPhLIACh B TIIyOUHE U30bI, 3aXJIOMHYB JIBEPh, YTOOBI HE
BUZIETh 3TOTO M030pa.

Kcroma ocranace cTosiTh Ha KpbLIbLIE B CBOEM HEHABUCTHOM TEMHO-PBIKEM capadane, ¢ Kopo-
MBICJIOM HarepeBec 1 JUKHUM KeJIaHHeM BbIcKa3aTh OA0yIIIKe BCE, YTO OHA TyMaeT O €€ aHTUKBAPHBIX
3epkaiax. Koe-kak 3auenuB ynpsmsle BEpa 3a KPIOKH U MOMIATHIBASICh OT HEIPUBBIYHOU KOHCTPYK-
LM, OHA ME/JIEHHO TOIUIENAch M0 TPYHTOBOM AOPOre, HIOMUHYTHO CHOTHIKAsCh M KJISIHSI MECTHBIN
(butHeC Ha yEM cBET CTOMT.

A Ha BeTKe CTapoil paKuThl HEMOJAJIEKY, YKPbIBIIUCH I'YCTOW JIMCTBOM, cuaen Benemup. Ero
JJIMHHbIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI ILIEBEJINII BETEP, 4 AKKYPAaTHbIE UEPHBIE KOIIAUbH YIIU TaK U XOAWIHA XO/Y-
HOM OT C TPYJOM CIEpXKHMBaeMOro cMexa. Ero Kortu tak Becejo BIMBAIUCHh B KOPY, YTO OH 4yTb
CHOBa He CBAJIMJICS. BpICIMiA yX KOIIMApOB C IMKAM BOCTOProM HaOMoall, KaK NiepBasi KpacaBuIla
JepeBHU BEIET 0KECTOYEHHYIO, HO TTOKA MPOUTPHIIITHYIO BOMHY C OOBIYHBIM KOPOMBICIIOM.
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I'nmaBa 3

Kcroma HakoHel-T0 AoTalmiace JO Kpas JIEPEBHU, YyBCTBYA, KaK MBILILBI CIMHBI YMOJISAIOT
o momaze. Bosne GpeBenvaroro cpyba Konoma crosiy1 napens, 1 Kcioma 3amepna. B aTor MomeHT
B €€ CO3HAHUM CJIOBHO MIENKHYI YyKOW TyMOJIep — el Ha CeKyHAy MOAKHUHYJIO dyxkue, JIloOaBuHbI
MbIciM. YyXkas maMaTh HACTOMYMBO LIENTAJIa, YTO 9TOT BOoNogbka — MpBIIABEIM ypOJ, HEYJAUHUK
1 BOOOILIE HE €€ YPOBHS.

Bor Tonbko Kcroma cmorpena Ha mapHs cBOUMHM COOCTBEHHbIMU I1azamu. U yBuzieHHoe eif...
OYEHB J1aXKe TIOHPABUJIOCh.

3a nporeniue Tpu roga Bonoapka 3HaTHO pa3goOpen U MpeBpaTUiICs B HACTOSAIIETo, Kocast
CakeHb B IUIeuax, oorareips. [a, ero quio He ObLIO UACaTbHBIM — OT IOAPOCTKOBBIX MPHIIIEH OCTa-
JIMCh HEOOJBIIINE SIMKH, IPaMbl 1 HEPOBHOCTH, HO B II€JIOM OH BBIIJISIE] HEBEPOSITHO CUMITATUYIHO.
W3-mioz1 cBET/10r0 KapTy3a BHIOMBAIUCH ITIIIEHUYHbIE BOJIOCHL, a I71a3a ObLIM YMCTHIMU, MO-IETCKH IOy~
ObIMU.

Bonoapka Kak pa3 3akaH4YMBaj Kayath Boay. 3ameTuB Kciorly, oH noaxai ryobl — TO JIM OT
3actapesioil 0Ouabl, TO M OT BosHEHUsA. OH sIBHO KJaJ1 OuepeIHON MOpLUH /1.

Kcioma nprBeT/vBo yiablOHYIach M cieliaia 1iar BOepen:

— D, ToMOo:kelb, a?

OT HenpuBBIYHOM HArpy3KU €€ PyKH IPOTHYIH, YIIPAMOE KOPOMBICIIO NEPEBECUIIO, U MHOTO-
CTpaJaJIbHble BEJpPA C IPOXOTOM noseTend BHU3. OIHO M3 HUX C pa3Maxy HMPHU3EMIIWIOCH MPSIMO
Bononpke Ha Hory.

— Oii! Marymka-Makolib! — BCKPUKHYJ TApEHb, XBaTasICh 3a YIIMOJEHHbIN Najel.

Kcroma B yxace npukpblIa poT JIaJOIIKAMK, MTHOBEHHO TTOJICKOYMIIA K HeMY M OeCLIEepEMOHHO
CXBaTWJIA €0 3a OTPOMHYIO, MO3OJIUCTYIO PYKY:

— Ofi, 60xeukH, mpocTy noxaiyiicra! YectHoe clioBo, s He xotena! Cama ¢ 9Toi JepeBsIIKon
COBJIaZaTh HE Mory!

Bononpka 3amep, Tyno ycraBUBIIMCH Ha HE€ cBepXy BHM3. OH paccMarpuBal AEBYILIKY U CYI0-
POXHO IBITAJICS TOHATh — MepeluuTcesl emy win Het? Jluno Bpoae Obl JIIOOKMHO: Te e CMOJIsIHBIE
BOJIOCHI, T€ K€ YepThl. TOMBKO BOT Ha STOM JIMLIE BMECTO PUBBIYHON OpPE3TIMBOMA 3I0CTU U BHICOKO-
MEPUS YUTAJICS UCKPEHHUM, CMYLIEHHBIN UcTyT. U oHa... n3BuHserca’?

— Thl... 3a60nena, 4To Jib, JlIoOama? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCKI OOTaThIPhb.

Cupamui Ha BETKE PakuThl BesilemMup B 3TOT MOMEHT €jBa HE MONIEPXHYJICA BO3JYXOM U €11Ba
HE BbIIAJT ce0s1 CyXUM CMEIIIKOM.

— Kommaps! 3aMy4nim, coBceM cracy HeT, — ObICTpo coBpaia Kcioma, caenas xkanoOHoe
JIMLIO.

Bononpka couyBCTBEHHO KUBHYIL:

— Ja yx, Beniemup-to Ham coBcem Jiotyer... JIaaHo, gaBaii croga CBOM BEpA.

IMoka oH yBepeHHO Kavai Boay, Kcioma ¢ orpoMHBIM JIIOOOMBITCTBOM HaOMoAaa 3a Mporiec-
com. OHa J1axxe GeccTpalllHO NeperHyJiach yepe3 Kpail cpyoa, MbITasch pasrisaeThb, JaJEKO JIU TaM, B
TeMHOTe, OtecTUT Bozia. Bomozibka OT Tako# mpheiTi Mooesies U ¢ IBHBIM CTPaxoM B TOJI0ce MpUaep-
’KaJj €€ 3a JIOKOTb:

— He rueBu cyap0y, Jlobamenska! Ynanénib xe, 6e3qHa Te0st MoroTur!

Kcromma s Muiio yabIOHyzmach B OTBET. 3a CIIEAYIONIHE JIeCATh MUHYT OHU YCIenu 00Cy-
JWUTh MECTHYIO TOTO/LY, TOCMEATHCS HaJl HETIOCITYIIHBIMU BEAPAMU U OOMEHATHCS TAPOYKOM Iy TOK.
Bonoapka, OKOHUYaTeIbHO pacTasiBILIMIA OT TAKOTo 0OpaIlieHHs], CaM BbI3BAJICS JOHECTH TSKENYIO BOLY
110 toma cTapocTsl. JlioOalka B ero ria3ax M3MEHWIACh 10 HEY3HaBaeMOCTH, CTaB aHT'eJIOM BO TUIOTH.
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A BoT Benemup Ha nepese Oosblie He cMesiyics. OH cujien, HapsKEHHO BBHIPSIMUB CIMHY, U
€ro 3eJIEHBIE I71a3a Cy3WINCh 0 TOHKHUX 1Eno4YeKk. OH BHUMATEIbHO, JI0MM 32 JI0MMOM, pa3riisiabBall
JEBYIIKY.

UYro-To Ob110 He Tak. OUeHb CHIIBHO HE TaK.

Bo-niepBbix, Jlio6aBa HUKOTAAa HE OCTABJIsIA BOJIOCH PACITyIIIEHHBIMU — BCer/ia 3aIuieTana B
TYI'YIO KOCY, @ Y 3TOW HE3HAKOMKH CMOJISIHbIE TIPSIIN CTPYWUJIMCH 10 TIOSICHUILIBL M KA3aJIMCh [INHHEE.
Bo-BTOpBIX, KOrIIa OHA YJIbI0aIach, y He€ MoyeMy-To He MOSIBIISUIMCH MPUBbIYHbIE JIIOOKMHBI SIMOYKH
Ha IeKax. B-tperbux, e€ rmaza... Ouu 6putn He cepbiMu. OHM ObUTH TEMHBIMHU, TTyOOKMMH, KaK cama
HaBbsl HOYb. Jla ¥ rosioc 3Byyas ropasjo Msrde u MejaoguvHee.

Bes ckJioHMI rosIoBY CHavyasia B OIHY CTOPOHY, [IOTOM B APYIyi0. XHIIHO IIPUHIOXAJICS, YJ1aB-
JMBasi TOHKUII HUIeid, KOTOPbIA JOHOCUJICS OT KOJIOALIA.

— BaHusb... — THXO NpoLIenTasn OH, JEPHYB YEPHBIM YXOM.

OH NOHATUS HE UMEJT, YTO 3TO 3a PACTEHHUE, HO €r0 APEBHSS Marus MOICO3HATEIIbHO 3HAJIa 3TOT
TEIJIBINA, CaJKMiA apomar. M 3TOoT 3amax HuUKaKk He Bsizajics ¢ JliodaBoit. Ot Hacrosimei JlioOku Bee-
I71a TaxJI0 UCKJIIOYMTEIBHO KapeHBIMH OJIMHAMU ¥ TIPEJIBIM CEHOM, TIOTOMY UTO OHA IIEJIBIMU JHSAMU
BaJISI7IaCh HA OTIIOBCKOM CEHOBAJIE, HE KeJlash HUUEro AejaTh.

Benemup npoBoan ynansonyocs Napodky JOJITMM, 33yMUMBBIM B3IISI0M U XUILHO COILLY-
puJics. B ero rosose ¢ HOBOY CHJION BCIIBIXHYJIAa Ui IPOYYUTD 3TY IEBUOHKY U BEPHYTb €€ B peasib-
HOCTb XOPOILIMM, COYHbIM Kommapom. Ho To, urto oHa He mporHaia Bonoapky, nmopasuio ero go
r1yOnHBl Aymd. Bononpka Beb He ObLT MEpBbIM KpacaBleM, AepeBEHCKUE AEeBKU OOIIAINCH C HUM
HEOXOTHO, a 9Ta «Jl1obaBa» ¢ HUM CMeETCs, KOKeTHUYAeT ¥ IPUHUMAET TIOMOLIb.

— JlagHo, nTHYKa, — rpoBopyai Beu, Beimyckas 4€pHble Kortu. — [locmoTpuM, Kak Thl 3a110-
€ILIb CETOAHSA HOYBIO.

kokskok

Benemup GeciryMHO COCKOJIB3HYJI C BETKM PAKUTHI U TIPSIMO B BO3yXe OOPATUJICS OTPOMHBIM
4y€pHbIM KOoTOM. [lo pa3smepam OH, KOHEYHO, ObLT KPYITHOBAT /7151 OOBIYHOTO JIOMAIITHETO MBIIIIEIOBa
— pa3MepoM C XOpOILIero MeflH-KyHa, — HO HEe/IaJIEKUe AEPEBEHCKUE JKUTENN CIMChIBAIM BCE Ha
CHITYIO KU3Hb TIpu ambapax. OHU Jaxe He JOTa/IbIBAIUCh, KTO Teped HUMU, U 3BAIM €ro Kax bl
Ha cBoil jan. KysHen kiukan [IpIMKkoM, 3Haxapka co crpaxy wenraia «YepréHok», a TpyCauBbIi
CTapocTa ¥ BOBce MaHNOpaTcku opait: «bpeick, Backka!».

Bena 310 OMHOBpEMEHHO U 37IWJIO, M KYTKO cMennwio. Bemukuil nyx HaBu — u kakoi-to
Bacpka! EctecTBeHHO, B pyKH OH HUKOMY M HUKOT/Ia HE JaBaJICs, yyieTast Y€pHOM MOJHUEH OT JII0OOi
TOTBITKH €T0 TOINIA/IUTh.

Ho ceituac emy 6b1710 He 10 ropocTy. Bes GeciiryMHOM TEHbIO TTPUCTPOUJICS TTO3 11 ITTaraiomiei
MApPOYKHU U, BbIK/IAaB MOMEHT, KOT1a OHM OCTAaHOBWJIUCH Y JJOMa CTapOCThI, BAJIbSKHO 3aMep MPsIMO y
Hor Kciormm. Emy Hy)HO 6bU10 TIofoiTu Onmvske. [IpuHioxatbest. [ToHATh HAKOHEI, YTO 9TO — pealib-
Hble u3MeHeHus JII0OaBbl MM Yy HEro caMoro, BBICIIIETO JyXa, HAYaIiCh MEHTAIbHBIE [JTIOKH ?

Bononpka akKypaTHO OIMyCTUJ TSKETIbIE BEAPA HA IEPEBSIHHOE KPbUIbLIO, CMYILEHHO MoYeca
3aTBUIOK IIMPOKOU JIAJJOHBIO U POOKO YIILIOHYJICS:

— Hy... nagno. Ioiny s, JTiobam. [len emeé MHOTO y Ky3HH.

OH yxe pa3BepHyJICs, YTOOBI YITH, HO BIPYT 3amep, HaOpajcs CMeJIOCTH M OOEpHYJICS, OT
BOJTHCHHUSI CMUHASI B KyJIaKe Kpail CBOeH XOJIIIOBON pyOaxm:

— A TBL... IOUJEIIL CEroqHs BEYepoM cO MHOM Ha mecHu? K peke Bce Haimm coOuparorcs.

Kcroma ynuBnénHo B3népHysa 6e3ynpeunsie Oposu. O, OHa PeKpacHo 3HaA, YTO TaKoe epe-
BEHCKHUeE «IecHr» ! baOymika B fIBu yacTo pacckaspiBasia ei, 4TO B CTAPUHY 3TO ObLJIO YE€M-TO BPOJE
COBPEMEHHOT0 HOYHOT'O KJIyOa, TONBKO Ha AMKOW mprpoe. Monoagxb codupanach y KocTpa, NapHu
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urpaau Ha GasiHax W rycisix, J€BYOHKH CIUICTHUYAIIH, TIEKJIH XJ1e0 Ha YIJIsIX U BOAMIIM XOPOBOJIbIL.
Camas pomaHTHKa!

— Toigy! — Beceno, 6e3 pazaymuii, orBetmia Kcioma.

W, nognaBimch NOpeIBY O1arolapHOCTH 32 CHACEHHYIO CIMHY, OHA CeNaa Iar Bepen, Mpu-
TMIOJIHSTACh HA HOCOYKH M 3BOHKO YMOKHYJIA OIIIAPalIEHHOTO OOraThIps B IIEPIIABYIO MIEKY:

— Crniacu60 3a romMoltp, Boons!

Bosonpka oT Takoro c4acTbsi MTHOBEHHO 3aJIMJICS ITyHIIOBOUM KPACKOM JJO CaMbIX YILIEH, ITyIO
YJIBIOHYJICS U, €JJBa HE CIIOTKHYBIIKCH O COOCTBEHHYIO HOTY, PE€3BO MPHITYCTHJI BHU3 O TPOITUHKE.

[Tpssmo mox Horamu Kciomm pasznanoch rpoMKoe, TUKO HEIOBOJIbHOE M PeBHUBOE «Msy!».
Benemup cam He NOHsLI, MOYEMY €r0 TaK MepeJepHYJIO OT TOr0 HEBMHHOTO MOLETYs] CMEPTHBIX, HO
€ro KOILIauuil XBOCT pa3[pak€HHO MOTHYJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Kcroma npooauna Bosogio TEMIbIM B3MMIAI0M, TIOMaxajia eMy PYKOU U TSDKEJIO BBIJIOXHYJIA,
HaKOHEII-TO 3aMETUB CEPAUTOrO MYIIMCTOro 'MraHTa y CBoux Hor. KoT cujesn ¢ MakcumMalibHO XMypou
Y OCYXJAIOILE MOPIOW, YCTAaBUBIIMCh HA HEE CBOUMU HEECTECTBEHHO SIPKMMU IJ1a3aMHu.

— A TBI Yero TyT paccerics, 4yno ymacrtoe? — Kciola J1ackoBo yJIbIOHYIaCh, HAKJIOHSISCh K
Hemy. — EcTb, 4To s11, X0ouenib? BHyTpeHHUI HAaBUraTOp MOICKA3bIBAET, UTO OJNAAYIIKH B JOME EI1IE
OCTAJIUCh.

Kot ockopO1€HHO OTKpPBUT MacTh, COOMPASCH BBIIATH €l caMoe rPO3HOE IIMIIEHUE U3 CBOETO
apceHasia, HO Jlaxe MsyKHYTb He ycren. Kcioia, Hu karum He 60sCh €ro BHYIIUTEIbHBIX Pa3MepOB,
C KpAXTEHUEM IOIXBATHJIa OTPOMHOIO KOTSIPY MO MBIILIKM U C pa3Maxy Ipuxkajia K CBOEH I'pyay,
YTBIKAsICh HOCOM B €T0 I'yCTYI0, MATKYIO YEPHYIO IIEPCTh.

Besn ot Takoii Harmocty OyKBaJIbHO olierieHes . Ero yarsl ¢ 4€pHBIME KOTTSIMU OECTIOMOIITHO
MOBUCIIM B Bo3yxe. Hu oqHa kuBas Iymia B JBYX MUpPax HE CMesa TUCKATh ITOBEJIUTENS KOIIMapOB
Kak ImomeByio urpymky! A Kciora Tem BpemeHeM uyTh OTCTpaHIJIA €ro OT ceOsl, 3aryIsAbIBast IPSIMO
B €ro KOIIAube JIMIO, U BOCXUILEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA:

— Oro... Hy u rnaza y Te0s kpacuBble. M mépcTka — Kak ménk HouHou. CryIan, a qaBai Thl
y MeHs1 Oyzaenb... Arar? Wnm Her, ayuie Masaxur! Takoil e TEMHBIH, 3araJJOuHbIi, a rjia3a —
YKCTBIN 3es1EHDIN KameHb. Miu... Yepromop ? Touno! Byzenis MouM JIMYHBIM HOYHBIM MOpOKOM.
MpauHbiii, YEpHIOIIHI, a B IJla3aX — KOJIOBCKas 3elieHb. Ha3oBy-ka s Te6s... UepHosip! Kopotko
— {p. 3ByunT 10POroO M CO BKYCOM, IO CTaTh TBOEH IIIyOKe.

Benemup, kotoporo B HaBu 3Hanu noa BenukuM umeHeM Benemup, olnapaiieHHO 3axJionai
3eJIEHBIMU IT1a3aMU. Ero 4é€pHble Kolayby YU YIMBIEHHO BCTAJIM TOPYKOM. JleBUOHKa U3 fBu, cama
TOrO He Bejasi, yMyApWIach AaTh €My UMsl, WAEATbHO CO3BYYHOE C €0 HaBbel, CyMEpPEYHOM NMPUPO-
noii. Y, npu3HaThesl YeCTHO, €€ MSTKHME PyKH, OEpekHO JepKaBIlUe ero y rPpyIu, MaxJii Tak yMOIO-
MpPaYUTEbHO BKYCHO 9TOM CTPaHHOM BaHWJIBIO, YTO BEIMKHUN TyX KOIIMApOB... 320bLT, KaK HYKHO
3JIUTHCA.

Kcroma ¢ Tpynom foHecna ynuraHHylo 4€pHYIO TYIIKY JI0 IEPeBSHHOM JIaBKH y 3a0opa. OHa
YIOTHO YCTpOWJIaCh Ha TPOTPETHIX COJNHIEM jaockax. Kora oHa ycaguia k cebe Ha koneHu. K eé
YAVBJIEHUIO, ITYIIUCTBII TUTaHT HE CTajl BhIpbIBaThcsl. OH JIMIIb 3aMep, HANPSKEHHBIN Kak CTpyHA.
Kcroma nackoBo yibiOHynack. OHa MPHUHSIIACH TJTaBHO MOIIAXKHUBATh €r0 IETKOBYIO CIUHY, aKKY-
paTHO 00X0/1sI YyTKHE YEPHBIE YIIKU.

«Hy naoo ice, kakoii mMsazKkuli, — AACKOBO OYMANA OHA, NepedUpas NalbUaMu 2Ycmoi mex. —
Hazosy meos Yepnosp. byoewto moum Apuxom».

Beun Ha e€ koneHsx 3arani gpixaHue. HaBbsl Marusi BHyTpY HETO pacTepsIHHO 3aTHUXJIA OT 3TUX
HEKHBIX, TAXHYILMX BaHWIBIO PYK.

Wnunnmio Hapymw rpoxot. [IBepb n30bl pacnaxHynack. Ha KpbUTblIO pa3MaliCThiM IArOM
BoIes orerl Jlio6aBel. MyxunHa He cMOTpelt 1oji Hord. OH o BCEro Maxy CIIOTKHYJICSI 00 OCTaBJIeH-
HBlE y CTYNEHU MOJHble BEApa. Bona ¢ mymom BbimiecHynach Ha 3emio. CTapocTa eBa yaep:kai
paBHOBECHE U I'POMKO, I'PSI3HO BBIPYTAJICS HA BCIO Y/IULLY.
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OT HEOXUAAHHOTO IIyMa KOT MTHOBEHHO cockoum ¢ KcommHbix KomeH. B npbikke oH ciy-
YaifHO, HO TITyOOKO TOJIOCHYJI €€ OCTPhIMHU YEPHBIMU KOTTSIMU 10 JIQ/IOHU.

— Aii! — Kcroma mukHyJsa oT pe3koit 0o, mprkuMasi K cede noraparnasiyio pykKy.

Bes, MbIcTIeHHO ycMexasich CBOEi MajleHbKOM MECTH, YEPHOI MOJTHUEN METHYJICS MOJ 3allUTy
Oommkanmx KyctoB. OTTyna oH 3amep, HaOMo/1ast 32 pa3BUTHEM COOBITHIA.

Crapocta TeM BpeMeHeM SIPOCTHO TOIAaJl CarioraMu, OTPSIXMBasi MOKpbIe Tonbl KadraHa. OH
ycraBuyicst Ha Kciolry HaMBIIMMUCS KPOBBIO TJIa3aMU:

— Tw1 uTo % TBOpHUIIIB, HeyTEBasA?! YOpaTh Begpa ¢ mpoxona yma He xBatuiio?! CoBcem nypoit
M3-32 CBOMX MOPOKOB cTasna! B neBkax 3acupienach, Tpy rofa ’KeHUXOB HAHTH HE MOXEIlb, TOJBbKO
aypbio Maenbest! Hukakoro Tosky ot Te0si B JoMe, OlHa MSATKOCTb J1a JICHB !

My)urHa Chilana OOUIHBIMU, XJIECTKUMU CJIOBaMH, pacriayisis cam cebs. Kcoma Tak u pac-
KpbUIa pPOT OT M3yMJIEHUS M TMOACTYMaomeid oonapl. E€, TopoicKyo YXOKEeHHYIO JEBYIIKY, HUKTO
HUKOI/1a Tak He ockopOusi! [la oHa BooOIIe c/ieaTh HAYEro emg He ycresa!

BHyTpu He€ BCIbIXHYI ropsiuuil ropojickou xapaktep. Kciola Bckouniia ¢ JaBKu, FOpAO BBIIPS-
MUB CBOW POCT, U B SIPOCTH 3aKpUyaa MpsiMO B JIUIIO CTApOCTe:

— Jla kak BeI cMeeTe?! D10 BOOOIIe-TO MykKCKast pabota — TshkecTd Tackath! §1 meBymika, a
HE TPy34MK Ha Bok3asie! BaM CTBIIHO IOTKHO OBITh, Oyraio TAKOMY, CBOIO IOUb 3aCTaBJISATh BEAPAMU
Bopoyath! HopmasibHble My XUYMHBI KEHIIMH OEperyT, a He OpyT Ha HUX C yTpa MopaHbIie!

CrapocTa OT TaKOM HECJIBIXaHHOW Jep30CTH oHeMell. B 3Toil nepeBHe HU OfHA I0Yb HE cMesia
MOBBICUTH T'OJIOC Ha OTIIA, a YK TeM OoJiee Ha3bIBaTh ero «OyraemM» U CTHIIUTD. JIUII0 MyKYUHBI TIOILIO
OarpoBbiMU MsiTHAMU. He TOMHSI ce0s1 OT 3710CTH, OH pa3MaxHYJICS M HAOTMAIIb CTYKHYJT €€ 110 IIeKe.

Xnécmkuii 360H nOWEUUHbL Pa3opean MUUUHY.

Vnmap Obu1 crtbHBIM. Kclola oTImaTHynack, XBaTasch 3a BCIIBIXHYBIITYIO OTHEM 1ieKy. CTapocTta
caM B IIIOKE 3aMep Ha MecCTe, TSDKENO JbIIlia U s/l Ha CBOIO J1aIoHb. OH SIBHO HE OXKUAAT OT cebs
TAKOU BCIIBIIIKY HACHIIHSI.

3a KycTaMM Ha TpaHMIIe POINY BBHIIPSIMIICA B MOJHBIA pocT Benemup. Ero uenoeueckuii
OONIMK CHOBA COTKAJICS M3 TeHU. 3eNEHbIe I71a3a XMIHO CY3WINCh, a YIIU IJIOTHO MPHKAIHUCh K
rojioBe. B rpyau oyxa KOIIMapoB IIEBEIbHYJIOCh YTO-TO CTpaHHOE, TEMHOe U 350e. OH codupacs
MyuuTh JIoO6aBy cam, HO BUJIETh, KaK €€ ObET STOT MPU3EMIIEHHBIH CMEPTHBIN, EMY TIOYEMY-TO CTaJIO
HEBBIHOCHMO.

W3 rna3 Kcromm OpbI3HyM ropbkue, 37bie cié3bpl. OHa Opocuia Ha CTapoCTy B3IIs, MOTHBIH
TaKOW YMCTOW HEHABUCTH, YTO MYKYMHA HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIHJI HA IIIar.

— HenaBuky Bac... — IJIyX0 MpolIenTaia OHa.

[NoepuyBmmck, Kciora Opocuiiack mpodsb co JBOpPa MO IPYHTOBOM TpoIie, He pa3oupast JOporu
M3-3a 3aCTWIABIIHKX [M1a3a c€3. Ha nmoBopote y Ky3HMIIBI CHOBaA Nokazasics Bonoapka. 3ameTus 1ia-
YyIIyIo AEBYIIKY, OOTaThiph UCITyTaHHO OKPUKHYJT e€:

— Jlo6ama! Yto ciyumnocs?! Kto Te6s oounen?!

Ho Kcroma nasxe He noepHysia rojoBsl. OHa rposietesia MUMO HETO JUKUM BHUXPEM, CTPEMSICh
TOJIBKO K OJJHOMY — CIPSITaThCs OT BCeX. TPONMHKA CTPEMUTENILHO CyKaslach, IIMBIIIN3AIIMS UCUe-
3aja, ¥ JIeBYIIIKa, caMa TOro He 3aMevasi, Ha TIOJTHOM CKOPOCTH YIITyOsulach B MOTYAJIMBBIN, ITyraio-
i Jiec Hasu.
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I'naBa 4

Cyxue BEeTKH C TPECKOM JIOMAJIUCh O] HOTaMH, HEeIaJHO 1apanas IMUKOJIOTKY, HO Kcioa He
octaHaBMBaiack. OHa Oexasia BIIyOb Jieca, He pa30upast JOpOrH, MOKa JIETKUe He Hadasio OOKUTaTh
OT HeXBaTKM Bo3ayxa. TEMHO-pbIKUI capadaH, KOTOPHIH e€ Tak Oecu, Ternephb Ka3ajcs HeMOAbEM-
HBIM, JIMIIKAM KOKOHOM. HakoHel, ciiibl OKOHYATebHO MOKUHYJIM €€. CIIOTKHYBIIUCH O TOPYAIIHiA
Y3 3€MJIM y3JI0BaThlil KOpeHb, Kciola ¢ pa3maxy 1oserena Ha ChIpyl0 MOXOBYIO KOUKY.

Vnap BbIOWI U3 He€ octatku xyxa. Cuis Ha KOJIEHSIX TIOCPEIU 3JI0BEIIe PUTHXITIEH YaIliy, OHa
3aKpbUIa JIMIIO PyKaMU ¥ TOPHKO, HAB3PBI paciiakaiack. OT oOupl, OT Kryded 00U Ha IIeKe U OT
aOCoMOTHOrO GecCUus Mepes] TUM CYyMACIHISAITNM MUPOM.

Bapyr Bo3nyx Bokpyr crain jefsHeiM. Kcioma B31pordysia U OTHsUIA JIAAOHU OT Juna. M3-3a
TIOBAJICHHBIX JIEPEBbEB, OECIIYMHO CTEJISICh MO 3eMJie, K HEell HadaJld CTSATUBAThCS JKYTKHE TYCThIE
TEHH.

Benemup cnepoBan 3a Heyt ¢ camoro Bopa crapocTbl. OH M caM €IlE He ONpeIeTnCs, 3a4eM
UZIET: TO JIA MTPOCJICAUTD U3 YMCTOTO HABBETO JIOOTBITCTBA, TO JIK IIOCMOTPETh, KaK JaJIeKO YHIET 3Ta
crpaHHast ieBYoHKA. OH ObLT aOCOMIOTHO yBEpEeH, UTO €ro HUKTO He 3aMeTHT. MeCTHble CMepTHbIe
ObLIM ClIenbl K Maru U TyMmany Mopoka, eciii TOJIBKO JyX caM He KeJlajl UM OTKPBIThCS.

Ho Kcroma 6puta gpyroii. OHa peKpacHO BHJEIa STOT HEeCTeCTBEHHBIN, XUIIHO 3aKpyYnBa-
IOILIMICS TEMHBIA TyMaH.

JleByllIKa UCIyTaHHO OKPYIJIMJIA IJ1a3a, MTHOBEHHO MOJICKOYMJIA HA HOTH U C AUKUM KPUKOM
PUHYJIACh MTPOYb OT MOACTYNAOIIEN ThMBI.

[Tonss, yto neBUOHKa ero BUIUT, Benemup onenml. Cepaue nyxa MpoIrycTuiIo yaap. XBaTuT
npstatbesi! Besr cOpocri MOPOK ¥ MTHOBEHHO BEPHYJI CBOM MCTHHHBIN, YeioBedeckuit oopas. Yeép-
HbIM Ka(pTaH, pa3BeBaIOIIMECS CMOJISIHbIE BOJIOCH! M TOPSIIKE 3€JIEHBIE T71a3a — TENepb OH IpecJie-
JOBaJ e€ yKe Ha CBOMX JIBOMX, COBEpIlasi OrPOMHbIE, MPYKUHSIIUE MPbIKKY MO OypesioMy.

3amMeTHB C3aJId BBICOKOTO, HEBEPOSATHO OJIEJIHOTO TMApHs C KOIIAUYbUMU YIIAMH W KOTTSIMH,
Kcroma ucnyranack emg nyie. B e€ ronose 6umnack ofgHa Mblcib: «Moncmp! Hacmosiuguii hagckuti
MoHCcmp! »

— Croi1! — rpoMoM pasHEccs Mo JieCy OTYassHHBIN rosoc Bena.

OH noutw JiorHai e€. PaccTosiHre Mex 1y HUIMU COKPATUIIOCh JI0 TIoiymeTpa. Benemup BoIOpo-
CUJI PYKY BIIEpEN, ero YEpHBIC KOITH CKOJIb3HYJIU MO IpyOOi TKAHM U yXBAaTWIM Kpall e€ TEMHO-
pbikero capadgana. [lyx pe3ko MoTsiHyI AEBYIIKY Ha ceOsl, MbITasiCh OCTAHOBUTb.

Ho 6p110 cimmkoM no3aHo. 3emiis nod Horamu Kol BHE3amHO 00BaIHIIACS.

Tkanb capacgana ¢ TpeckoM BeIpBaJiach U3 nasiblieB Bena. Kciora ¢ kopotkum, 000pBaBIIAMCS
MMCKOM TIOJIETeJIa BHU3, NIEPEBOPAYMBAsACh B BO3AyXe. Pa3nascs crpamiHblii, DIyXOl XpycT JioMa-
toiuxcst Kocreil. Teno JlioOGaBbl, HEECTECTBEHHO M30THYBILIUCH, 3aMEpI0 Ha CaMOM JIHE TEMHOTO
oBpara.

Benemup 3acTbi1 Ha Kpato 0OpbIBa. Ero rpynp Tskeno, MpephIBUCTO B3bIMasiach. Boitapamys
r71a3a OT JIUKOT'0, MApaJIM3yIOUIEro MI0Ka, OH CMOTPEJT BHU3.

B Ty ke cekyHy HaJ1 IMO¥i COTKJIOCh HEUTO HeBeposiTHOe. Kciotia BIpyr nmouyBcTBOBasIa abco-
JIOTHYI0, HEBECOMYIO JIETKOCThb. Bonb ucuesna. [IpunogHsaBIIKMCh, OHA C yAMBIEHUEM YBHIIENA, YTO
e€ nyx OyKBaJIbHO BbUIETEN W3 uyxkou miotu. OOepHyBIMCh, Kcioma co cTopoHbl mocMoTpesna Ha
Jexarnee BHU3Y Teso JIoGaBbl, KOTOpoe OOJIbIIe He JBUTAIOCh.

Ben, He cMes noleBeNIUThCS, MPOBOKAJ 3aCTHIBIIMM B3IJISIIOM CBETJIbIE OTOHBKH, HAYaBILIWE
MEJJIEHHO TIOTHUMAThCs U3 siMbl. U K ero riybovaiiiemMy u3yMJICHUIO, OTOHbKA ObLTO qBa. OnuH —
TYCKJIBI/, CEpbI, MPUHAAJIEKAINI HacToslen Jlio0aBe, MOIUIBLT B CTOPOHY Y€PTOTOB YHOKOEHHUSI.
A BTOpON — OCJIENUTENIBHO SPKUM, TEIUIbIA, UCKPAIIUICA 30710ThIM cBeTOM [lpaBu, 3akpyxuiics
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B BO3/yXe MpPsMO Tepejl JMIOM YepHOKHIKHUKA. DTO OblIa 4KCTas, HerokopHas nymma Kciomm,
KOTOpasi OTKa3ajach yMUpaTh 1o npasuiam Hasu.

Oco3HaHue cofiessHHOTO JIeASHOM BOJTHOM Hakpbiio Benemupa. Jlio6aBa mepTBa. A 3Ta uyxe-
CTPaHKa... OHa MPeBpaTWIach B TO, YTO €r0 Marus He CIocoOHa pa3pyLIUTh. 3a/IbIXasch OT yKaca,
BUHBI U III0KA, TOBEJIUATENb KOIIMAPOB PE3KO B3MAXHYJ PyKaMH U B TY K€ CEKYHILY C TITyXUM XJIOTIKOM
UCTIApIJICS] B BO3/IyXe, OOPATUBIINCH B UCITYTaHHBIN YEPHBINA TYMaH.

kokskok

[Tponwo Tpu OGECKOHEUHBIX, TATYYUX THA. Tpy IHS JEpEeBHIO CTAPOCTHI TMXOPAIUIO OT Myra-
I011Iel, 3BeHsIer TUIMHBL. KCIolmmH 1yX, COTKaBIIUICS U3 30J10TOro oronbka IlpaBu, HEBUIMMOI
IBIMKOM MaprJT HaJl JOMaMHU, C YIUBJICHUEM HaOIo1as1 3a TeM, Kak e€ OTCYTCTBUE MEPEBEPHYJIO )KU3Hb
CMEPTHBIX.

Ha ucxone Tpetbux cyTok jiec HaBu HakoHeI[ OT/aj CBOIO CTPAIIIHYIO JaHb.

Hamén e€ Bononpka. [TapeHs Tpoe cyTok He criat, MpodeceiBast OypesioMbl, TOKA He HATKHYJICS
Ha POKOBYIO, 3aBAJICHHYIO CyXUMU BeTKamu simy. Cepjtie OoraTeipst yXHYJIO KyJa-To B Oe31HY, Koraa
Ha CaMOM JHE OH pasrisijie)1 3HAKOMbI TEMHO-PbIKUE capadand. EMy 1 eme 1BouM Kperkum jiepe-
BEHCKUM TapHSM TPUIIIOCHh CITyCKaThCs BHU3, YTOOBI HA PyKax BBITAIIMTH XPYIKOE, N3yBEUCHHOE
Tesio. Bosnonpka 6epeskHo HEC mokoiHyo JIloOaBy 10 camoi U30bI CTAPOCTHI, 4 €ro MUPOKUE TUIeUr
MEJIKO APOXKAJIU OT MOACTYMAIOIIUX CIIE3.

Bo3e noma yxe codpanachk Best iepeBHsi. Korna Teno onmycTuim Ha 1aBKy y KpbLUTblia, MaTyIIKa
JlioGaBbI 3aKprvaia Tak, uro y Kcromm, HaOmogaBIiei 3a STUM ¢ BETKHM PAKUTHI, CKAJIOCh HEBUIMMOE
cepaue. JKeHIIMHA ynaia Ha TPydb JAOYEpPH, pblaasi FpoMYe BCEX M SIPOCTHO KOJIOTS KyJIaKamMH IO
IeYaM COOCTBEHHOTO MYXKa!

— Mory6un! Tr e€ moryousn, okasiHHbli! M3Bepr! [IuTs cBOE eAMHCTBEHHOE CO CBETY CHKUI!
3auem pyKy NOAHS, 3aueM Hakpuyan?!

Crapocra cTosi1 psioM, OnefHbI Kak 1mojoTHO. OYKM chexaiu HaOOK, PyKH TPSICIUCh, a B
71a3aX 3aCThUT TAaKOM JUKUI, IEpBOOBITHHIN ykac, yto Kcioma enpa y3Hana B HEM TupaHa. OH H
caMm 70 Oe3ymusi BUHIJ ceOsi BO BCEM, UTO HATBOPHII. [IeBUOHKA Be/ib OT ropsi yoexkana, OT OOuabl
Opocuiiach B yarlly, He pa3oupast IOporu... A Bellb OHM € moovin. JIioOwmu Oosbliie Bcero Ha CBeTe,
AyIIY B HeW He Yasiii, IPOCTO BEYHBIN CTPAX M HEIOCHIT OKECTOUMIIN UX CEp/lLia.

Bokpyr 1mentanuch UCIyraHHbIE IePeBEHCKHUE KUTENU, UCITyTaHHO KPeCTSICh:

— 9710 Bc€ MoOpoK... Mopok HaBbMX CHOB €€ yTsaHy/1! CoBceM M3Masiyid JIEPEBHIO TU KOIII-
Mapbl, IEBKU MOJIOfIble THOHYTh Hadau. [IpokyIsiToe MecTo, MpOoKJIATHI Benemup!

Bononpka cTosis moofasis, MPUCIOHUBIIMCH JTOOM K OpeBeHYaToi creHe m30bl. OH He MOor
BBIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA, JIUIIb CYJAOPOXHO IJIOTAJ TOPHKUM, 3aCTPSBIIUNA B ropjie koM. B ero mgyie
Oy1ieBas HacTosIMi a. EMy Bellb OKa3a10Ch, YTO Y HUX TOJBKO-TOJIBKO BCE HAYAIIO 3aPOXKIATHCS.
JlioGaria BriepBbie yJIBIOHYJIACh €My TaK TEIUIO, BIEPBbIe N3BHUHMIIACK, ITOLIEJIOBANIA B LIEKY...

«Haoo 6v110 bexcamo 3a Hell, — KPYMUNOCh 8 €20 20108€, NOKA NO WEKAM KAMUAUCL KPYNHble
cné3vl. — Haodo Obino ocmarnosumv, 0o2Hanmv, npuzoayoums u 3awumums om omua... /ypax. Kakoii
Jrce 51 oypak!»

OH ckan Ky/laku Tak, 4to modenenu Koctsamku. Kciomma-/Ipéma MArko ormyctuiach ¢ BETKH
MpsIMO K HEMY U HEBECOMO, HEOIIYTUMO MPUKOCHYJIACH MPU3PAYHOH JIAJIOHBIO K €ro Tuieuy.

— Tl HEe BUHOBAT, BOJIO[151, — THXO MpOILIENTala OHA, 3Has, YTO OH €€ HE CIBIINT. — BUHOBaT
OIMH OYeHb BPEJHBIA, TPYCIUBBIN KOT. U yk MOBepb, s 3aCTaBIIO €ro OTBETUTh 32 KAX/IYI0 TBOKO
CJIE3HHKY.

Omna o0epHyJ1ach B CTOPOHY uepHeromiero jeca HaBu, 4yBcTBysl, Kak BHYTpU €€ HOBOOOPETEH-
HOW CBETJION JIyIIN 3aKUTIAeT MPpaBeJHbIN, OOKUraoIui rieB. Bpems miakars mporuio. ITopa Obu10
OTKpbIBaTh CE30H OXOTHI Ha Bractenuua notka.
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I'n
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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