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— To1 BpEwib! — ckBO3b CNIE3BI Kpryasia oHa. — Bpémb! On %xuB! { ciapiana ero
kpuku! Crplmana, Kak oH ruakan! Bepau mue cbiHa, [Isiimon! Iporny Tebs!
Ymonsio! Bepau... Xnéctkas nomeunHa odopsaja eé peub Ha nomyciose.lllok.
Hegepue. [IpakTrueckn naHMKa OTpa3WiIMCh Y HEE Ha JMIEe. AJIeCCaHIpa CMOTpesa
B KOI'ZIa-TO POIHOE JIMIIO U HE MOIJIa [IOBEPUTh, YTO OH YAApHII €€... *** Y3HaB

O MpeAaTeNbCcTBE Myska Aseccanpa ['paH/i BbIHYKA€HA TOKMHYTh CBOU IOM U
OTIIPaBUTKLCS B CTapoe 3a0bIToe nomecthe. Ho B opore e€ kapera cphiBaeTcs C
oOpbiBa, 1 oHa norudaet. Henenast cmepts? Vinu Beé ke nojactpoenHas? B modom
citydae, OOrM He TOTOBBI €€ OTITYCTHUTD, BE/Ib *KEHIIMHA CBSI3aHA C HUMU KJISTBOM.
Ho kak ObITh, eciu ayIa AjieccaHipbl HAOTPE3 OTKAa3bIBAETCSI BEPHYTHCS B CBOE
Tes10? SICHO 4TO - MOACENUTh B €€ TeJO, AYILY ONBITHON aKyIIepKHU C 3EMIIH.
[Mogcenuts Ty, KOTOpask paay 4yxkoro pedéHka rotoBa Ha Bcé... XD OyfeT y Bcex,
KTO TOTO 3aCJIy;KMBAET :)

© AkentneBa T., 2024
© Jluther, 2024
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T. AkenrtpeBa. «l3rHaHHas *KeHa»

I'maBa 1

Hzenannas sncena uau Poounvrwiii 0om 2ocnoscu nonadanku

B nokosix Aneccanyipbl ['panji cTosiia OTIyIIUTENIbHASL, COBCEM Oe3paloCTHAsI THUIIMHA, YTO
OBbLJIO KaK HE MeHee CTPaHHO.

PasBe npuxon B 3T0T MUp HOBOW U3HU He OBOJ 111 ipa3aHecTB? ['ne no3apasnenus? Cvex?
B30ynopaxennsle, cuactiuBbie rosoca? I'ne Bcé 31o?

Ho Her... He 6b110 HUYETO.

Cama poskeHHIIa, U3MYyUYEeHHAs TSOHKETBIMUA POIaMu, OE3MSATEKHO Criaa.

Bosne nocrenu, 3acThiB U3BassHUEM, 3aMepiia €€ JIMYHasi rOpHU4Has. Jlplia yepe3 pas, oHa
6os1ach Jlake MOIIEBEIMTHCS, YTOOBI HCHAPOKOM He pa30yIuTh CBOIO TOCTIOKY.

N ne napymmrs EI'O npukas.

JeiiMoH I'pany - IpakoH, MpeacTaBUTe b APEBHETO PO/, 3aKOHHBIN CYIIPYT Jieau AJeccaHiphl,
repe]; CBOMM yXOJIOM, MTOBEJIEBAIL:

— He cmeiite Oynuth e€! Aneccanapa JOMKHA Kak MOXKHO JI0JIbIIIe HAXOOUTHCS B HeBeAeHU! !

CpenaB 3HaK MOBUTYXE, OHU 3a0pasii MJIaJIeHIIa U TTOCHEIIHO YIILTH, MTPAKTHUECKH COeKaIIH,
OCTaBUB CITy’KaHKY HaeJUHEe ¢ AJIeCCaHIpOU.

ITocne pomoB mpoIiwio yxe Oonee yaca, HO TOPHUYHAS 32 BCE 9TO BpeMsl Aake He IIeJIOXHYJIACh.
OHa 3Hana, oc/IyIaTbCs, 3Ha4YUT Mponactb. CTUHYTh Tak ke, Kak 10 3TOro, COBEPLIEHHO 3aral0uHbIM
CIocoOOM, M3 OCOOHSIKA TPOIAJI0 HECKOJIBKO CIIyr. Bee oHM mocMenu ocymiatbest. OKa3anu Hero-
YTEHHUE, YEM 3aCITyKWIM CTPOryio kapy. I ynbie. Pazee MoxkHO nepeunts apakony? O, Her. OHa He
MOBTOPUT UX OIIHOKHU!

Ho korpa 3a qBepblo pa3gasvch Iard, sKeHIIMHa OTMepIia 1 Opocuiiach K Bbixony. OHa qoKHa
ObUIa JIIOOBIM CITOCOOOM OCTAHOBHUTH HE3BAHOI'O I'OCTH.

Ho yBuzeB, KTo cToUT nepe Heu, KeHIIUHA MTOKOPHO CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY M MOCHEIIHO OTCTY-
NuJja, JaBasi TOMy IPOUTH.

— Omna Bcé emié cnut? — C 3aMeTHBIM pasfpaxkeHueM Opocun [leiiMon, Opocasi B3IJIs Ha KeHY
Y OCTaHABJIMBASICh Y U3HOKbsSI KPOBATH.

— Kak Bbl 1 npuKa3zbiBay, Jibep [I9MMOH. — OHa €Ba CJIBIIIIHO OTBETHUIIA.

— Hy tak pa30yau e€! — rpoMKo, HUCKOJIBKO He 3a00TsICh O MOKOE POKEHUIIbL, IIPUKA3a TOT.

TopHryHas He MeTsE OpPOCHIIACh K KPOBATH, HO €€ YCIIyT OOJbllie He TPeOOBaIOCh.

Aneccanppa yxe Oblia pa3OyxkeHa ITyMOM. YCIBIIIAB roJIoC CYNpyra, OHa pacraxHysia riasa u
ellBa He 33/I0XHYJIach OT CYACThs1, BCIIOMHUB, YTO OYKBAJILHO Mapy YacOB Ha3a/l OHA MOAApUIa STOMY
MHUPY HOBYIO KHU3Hb.

MasHyB 3aTyMaHEHHbBIM B3[JISIOM 10 JIALy MYXka, OHAa YCTaBUJIACh 3a CIIMHY TOPHUYHOM.

— I'ne moii pe6EHOK, [I9MOH? — 00ECTIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHJIa OHA, HE B CHJIAX OTBECTH IJ1a3 OT
MycTOl KosbiOenu. — I'ie Hatl CblH? — MPaKTHUYECKH 3aKpuyaia. — 3a4eM Bbl YHECIH ero? ITo TBOS
MaTb IIpuKasaia, ga? HemenieHno npunecure MmHe Manbina! § Xxouy BUIETH ChiHA!

Ho e€ cynipyr He caenan HM 1ara.

— Aneccanfpa, NOCIyIIai... — My’KUMHA 3aMOT4aJl, CJIOBHO MOAOMpast CJIOBa, 3aTeM, IOHU3UB
r0JIOC JI0 XPUIOTHI, CO CKOPOHBIM BUAOM M3PEK: — PeOEHOK ponumiicss MEPTBBIM. Y Hac OOJiblle HET
cbiHa. Kak, Bipoyem, Het Gosbie "Hac'.

JKeHIyHa He npuiana 3Ha4eHUs €ro MOCIEIHUM CI0BaM.

B ronoBe HabGaTom 3Byuasio: " PeOEHOK poauics MEPTBHIM..."

E€ rpyap caaBriio TMCKaMu OT YyBCTBa TSKENOU yTpaThl. HO OHa ynopHO oTKa3biBaiach BEpUTh
B 3TO.



T. AkenrtpeBa. «l3rHaHHas *KeHa»

— Yo THI ceituac ckazayi? — OHa BCKUHYJI B3MJIsA1 Ha [IoiiMona. — Thl BepHo nomry T, na? Ho
JOpOTOii, TAKMUMH BEIIaMH He Iy TAT. Thl HAKJIMKaelb Oely Ha HaIlero chiHa!

OH Touno nomyTtuit. [To gpyromy u 6bITh He MOkeT! Bejb OHM CTOJTBKO BpeMeHH K JaJTH ero!

Aneccanapa paccMesiiach.

E€ cMex ObUT MOX0K Ha CMEX CyMacIIeAIIero.

— Ilepecrann, Aneccanpa! — B ronoce JleliMoHa He ObIJIO HM KaIlJTd COYYBCTBHS.

OO:)UTaIOIINIA IEJTHON B3IJISI M BJIACTHBIE HOTKH B €T0 TOJI0CE MOIJIM 3aCTaBUTh MOJYMHUTHCS
J000ro, HO HE €é.

KennHa ObUTa HE B CHJIaX COBJIAATh C COOOH M MPOJOJIKAIA UCTEPUIECKU XOX0TaTh. Torna
MYKYMHA B J]Ba IIIara Mpeojioyiesl pacCTOsIHAE MEX1y HUMH U, CXBaTUB AJIECCaHIpy 3a IUIEUH, TaK
CUJIbHO BCTPSXHYJ €€, YTO y TOH KJIALHYJIH 3yObl.

C nomoIpio cBoell rpy0OCTH OH JOOWICS JKelnaeMoro, AjecaHapa 3aMoiryaia, MUCIYTaHHO
VIS Ha Hero.

— OH MEPTB... - CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObI mporrmriesn Jleiimon. — Crpimiis? MEpTa!

C ry0 KeHIIMHBI COPBAJICS BCXJIMII, 3aTeM OHA Havajla THEBHO KOJIOTHThH KyJaKaMu €My IO
rpyau.

— Trt Bpéub! — ckBO3b CE3bI 3aKpryaia oHa. — Bpémb! On xuB! A cibiuana ero kpuk!
Crpinasnia, Kak oH iakan! Bepau Mue ceiHa, [Isiimon! Iporry te6s! Ymonsio! Bephu...

Xnéctkas nomgegurHa o6opBaja e€ pevb Ha MOJTyCIIOBe.

[Hok. Heeepue. I[Ipaktnuecku naHuKa OTpasWIMCh Y HEE Ha JIMLIE.

PacmmmpuBImmmMucs ot yaquBieHus Jia3aMy OHA CMOTpelia B KOTIa-TO POTHOE JIUIO U He MOTJIa
MIOBEPUTD, UTO OH ylapui e€. BriepBbie, 3a HECKOJIBKO JIeT Opaka, OH TOTHSUT Ha He€ PYKY.

Heyxenu Bc€ To, UTO ¢ HEl ceiluac MPOUCXOIUT peabHO?

OHa HEOTpHIBHO CMOTpeJia B IV1a3a MyXa M He TIOHMMaJla: KaK MOJKHO, BCETO 32 HECKOJIBbKO
4acoB, MPEBPATUTHCS U3 JIIOOSIIET0, 3a00TIMBOTO MyKa B CypPOBOT0, XJIaJHOKPOBHOTO THpaHa?

— 3arkHUCh! — 3710 BHIILTIOHYJ OH. — [Ipekpartu ncreputs!

— OH xuB... — 6€33ByYHO, OMHUMH TyOamH, IenTtaia oHa. — S 4yBCTByIO 370... f nomkHa
YBUJZIETD €TO0...

— UygcrByenib? — B3peBel [leMoH, cxBaTuil AsiecaH/ipy 3a BOJIOCHI M IpyOO CTAIIMII C KPOBATH.
— VBuzets xouers? A mokaxy... [Tokaxy Tede ero Teno...
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I'maBa 2

OTrycTUB BOJIOCH U NIEpEXBATUB €€ 3a PYKY, [IPUMOH CHIION MOBOJIOK KEHIIMHY K BBIXOAY.
AJeccanpa 4To €CTb CHJIbl CONPOTUBJIANIACH, HO BCE €€ MOMbITKA OCBOOOJUTHCS OT €r0 CTaJIbHOM
XBaTKH, U3HAYAJILHO ObLTM OOpeuyeHsl Ha mpoBal. VX cuisl ObuM coBceM HepaBHBI. M yeM Oonblire
OHa OpbIKaJIach, TEM CHJIbHEE CKMMAJ CBOM MaJiblibl ApakoH. Ka3asock, emeé HeMHOro U OH MpocTo
cJIoMaeT el pyKy. bosb Oblla HaCTONIBKO HEBBIHOCHMA, YTO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT OHA He CAepKalach
U 3aKpUYaIa.

— Ornyctu MeHs, [IpiMOH! — CKBO3b pblIaHMs, B3MOJIWIACh OHA. — Tbl IPUUMHSEIIb MHE
60J1b!

Ho my:xuuHa uIlb ycMEXHYJICA U €IIE CUIIbHEe Cxkall e€ pyKy.

— Tl Beap cama HAMPOCHJIACh! — C MOPAKAIOIIMM CIIOKOWCTBHEM OpocHiI OH. — ThI XOTena
yBuzeTb ceiHa? Thl ymonsiia MeHs? Tak s mokaxy tebe ero! McnosHio Tak cka3aTh TBOIO MOCTIEAHION
pocbOy!

Aneccanzipa OecCHIBHO TJIOTasa Krydue ciaé3pl. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK MO e€ OEnpam TedeT
YTO-TO BSI3KOE U ropsiuee. A OH, yKe IMPAaKTUUECKU BOJOKOM, MPOJOJIKAN TAUTh €€ K JBEpH, He
oOpairiiasi HUKaKoro BHIMaHHsI Ha KPOBaBble Pa3BO/bl, YTO OCTABAINCH TaM, TJi€ IPOIILTH OHHU.

Ho xorma 10 aBepeit octaBajloch BCEro-To Mapy IIaros, Ta HEOXKUAAHHO paclaxHy/lach M Ha
NOpOre MOSBUJIKCH /IBE KEHILVHBI.

— Yro 3xech nmporcxoauT, [JsMoH? — ¢ HeMoAe bHBIM OECITOKOWCTBOM CIIPOCHIIA Ta, YTO
1ocTapiiie, U, BCTaB B IPOXOJE, MEPEropoinia MyKUMHE MyThb.

JI5IMOH OCTAHOBMJICS, HO PYKY HE OTITYCTHJL.

— DTa ApsHb, — OH AEPHYJ AJleccaHIpy Ha ce0sl, OTUEro HOTH €€ MOAOTHY/IMCh U OHA PyXHYJIa
103311 Hero Ha KosleHU. — OHa rocMelia oAABEproyTh COMHEHUSIM MOU CJIOBA. — MTPOLIE/INIT APAKOH.
— OHa He BepuT, YTO peOEHOK ponwiicss MEPTBBIM. JKenaer mocMOTpeTh Ha Hero. Pase s Mory
OTKa3aTh 000KaeMOil KEHYIIKe?

— Ho Tak Henb351, MUJIbIN ! — KEHIMHA 000THyJIa My KUMHY U IpHCcelia HAIIPOTHUB €ro CYNpPYTH.
3a00TMBO yOpaB pacTpenaBIrecs BOJIOCH € M AJsieccaH/ipbl, OHa BHUMATeIbHO Ha HEe€ MoCMOT-
pena. - Aneccanzipa emg cnada, eil HyxeH mokoii. Tel pa3Be 3a0bUT, YTO IOBUTYXa cKazaia? Y TBOei
KEHBI ObLTM TSDKENBIE POABI M € KU3HEHHO HEOOXOOMMO MPOBECTH B TOCTENH €IlE KaK MUHUMYM
HECKOJIBKO JIHEel. MBI ke He XOTHM, YTOObI OHa TOXe rmoruona?

Bce 311 c10Ba OHa Mpom3HECIa C MSTKOH YJIBIOKOM, HO HE YCIIBIIIAB OTBETA, PE3KO, C HAKIMOM,
nobaBuIa;

— He xotnm xe, [I3iMoH?

— Her...

OH HakoHel pa3xaJl MajbLbl U OTOLIEN B CTOPOHY.

— JaBaii, Mmuiasi, HOIHUMANCs. — JKEHIIMHA BCTala U, OAXBATUB AJleCCaHIpy MOJ JJOKOTOK,
NOTsHYJ1a e€ Ha ceOs1. — Beragail, Asneccanpa. DToi HOUBIO Thl OTIOXHELIb, a CBIHA YBU/IUIIIL 3aBTPAa,
Korja HaGepelbcst CHi1. Xopoo?

Aneccanjipa ¢ 61aroqapHOCTBIO Ha HE€ TIOCMOTpeJIa, 3aTeM HEYBEpEeHHO KMBHYJIA.

JKenmuna, uto BCTynuach 3a He€, Obuta MaTepbio [[siiMona. Bee 3T rosibl, 4To OHM POKMITH
TI0J1 OIHOM KpbIlIel, AjieccaH/ipa OKOPHO BHIMONHsIA Bee €€ ykazaHus. OHa Bocxuaiack eid. [1o
10OpOMY 3aBHJOBAJIA €€ OIBITY, MyAPOCTH U PACCyIUTEBHOCTH. AJlecCaHIpy HOKOPSLIO TO, YTO HE
CMOTps1 Ha BO3pacT, a Matepu [piiMoHa ObUIO aJIeKO 3a MATHAECAT, 9T KEHIIMHA KaKMM-TO HETlo-
CTHKMMBIM 00pa3oM yMYJpsiIach COXPaHSTh CBOIO MPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh. BOT U ceifuac, eqMHCTBeH-
HOW KTO MPUUIET €/ Ha MOMOIIb, OKAa3aJIaCh MaTh €€, HO B TOT %€ BpeMs "4y:KOro" Myxa.

Aneccanzipa BCKMHY/Ia OSCHIOMOIIHBIN B3IV Ha MYXYHMHY, HO TOT, MPOMTHOPUPOBAN e
HEMYI0 MOJIbOy. 3acyHyB PYKM B KapMaHbl OpIOK OH, CO CKyYaloIIMM BBIPXXEHUEM JIMLA, OPOIIT
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B3MJIAIOM IO KOMHaTe. AJieccanjipa He y3HaBasia ero. Kyna nencs tot, koro oHa oboxana? Tot, KTo
10 €JMHOMY 30BY, CIIEIIIJI K Hell Ha MIOMOIIb. | Ie TOT MyX4MHa, 4TO B3axJIEO TOBOPHJI €il O T00BU?
OH e yMOJIsLT TOAAPUTh €MY CBIHA...

Pa3Be MOXHO BOT Tak, BCEro 3a HECKOJIBKO YacOB, Pa3MOOUThb TOTO, B KOM paHee AYIIH He Yasiy?

Wnun nukorga He mooun? Heyxenu CTobKO BpeMeH PUTBOPSLICs?

Haxe ecnu u Tak... 3auem? ['ocnogu! 3auem emy 3107
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Bu3zyaJibl

Buszyanui

Aneccanopa I'pano
IIpocmo munas desyuwika, Komopas xomena A0OUMe...

Jziimon I'pano
Hzmenuux u npeoamens

E20 mamw avepa Banecca

A amo yorce Hawa nonadarka 8 mene Aneccaropol)
A 6om Kmo 3mom Kpacueulii MYMHCUuHd, y3Haem uyniv No3ice. ..
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I'nmaBa 3

— Hy nagaii xe, Aneccanapa! — mathb [[9liMOHa BHOBb MOTSIHYJIA €€ Ha ceOsl.

Ho kxeHrnmHa Oblla HACTOJIBKO OOECCHJIEHAa POJIaMH, a TOC/e CXBATKOW C CYNpPYroOM, 4TO He
CMOIJIa TIOTHSATHCS JJaXKe C IOMOIIIBIO €r0 MaTepH.

— JlsiiMoH, moMoru MHe. — bpocuia Ta, ¢ yKOpOM CMOTPs Ha CbIHA, HO TOT JIMIIIb TOXaJ Tie-
yaMmu, MoJ 3T0 Bcé 6e3 meHsl. - [lxxopmxkus! Crynaii cioga! [ToMoru MHe yloOXHUTh TOCIIOKY Ha KpoO-
BaTh!

TopHryHas, BCE 3TO BpeMst MOTYATMBO HAOIONABIIIAst 32 MTPOMCXO/ISIIMM, COPBAJIach C MecTa
u noadesxana K HuM. [logxeatue Asteccanapy non 00e pyKy OHM HaKOHEIl YJIOKWIN €€ Ha TIOCTETb.

COuB MOYIIKY TI0]] TOJIOBOM AJteccaHIphl ¥ 3a00TIIMBO YKPBIB €€ ONesIOM, CTy’KaHKa BHOBb
OTCTYyIWJIA B TeHb U MOKOPHO 3aMeplia TaM B OXKHMJaHUM yKa3zaHuid. Math [[9iiMoHa TOXke yxe ObLIo
XOTeJla OCTaBUTh HEBECTKY, HO Ta yCIiesa CXBAaTUTh €€ 3a PYKY.

— He yxonure, nbepa Banecca, - monpocunia e€ Aneccanipa v MOKOCUIACh B CTOPOHY MYyKa.
- MHe cTpaliHo ocTaBaThCsl OHOM.

— Tbl He oHa, MUJIasi. — CBEKPOBb YCIIOKaMBalle noriagmia eé no rojaose. — C todoi
ocraHeTcst ropHUYHast. Ecim Tebe uTo-T0 moTpedyercsl, TO Thl MOXKEIIIb Iepe/iaTh MHE CBOIO ITPOCHOY
¢ Ixopnxuen. A ceituac OTIbIXau.

OHa akKypaTHO, HO HACTOMYKMBO yOpajia co CBOeW PyKH MaJIbllbl AJIeCCaHAPHI U OTCTYIMJIA Ha
Iar.

— IIpomy Bac, ckaxute, — rojoc Aseccanipbl 3B€HeIN OT HanpsikeHUs. - CKaxuTe, MOH ChIH....

Ho mars [IplimoHa He 1ania et oroBoputh. OHa HaKpbLIa JIAIOHBIO TYObl POJKEHHIIBI, 3ACTaBIISISI
Ty 3aMOJTUaTh ¥ YKOPU3HEHHO MOKayaJia roJI0BOM.

— Teccc... - mpunoxuia nayer K rydbam. — MBI ke JIOTOBOPWIKCH ¢ TOOOH. 51 0TBedy Ha Bce
TBOU BOIIPOCHI, HO 3aBTpa. A ceivac CIu...

AJneccaHape He 0CTaBaJlOCh HUYETO, Kak TOBUHOBATHCS €il.

7KeHiyHa JOBOJILHO KMBHY/IA U YKa3aJla CIHY Ha JBEPb.

— Wném, [IsiiMOoH, — He TeprsM BO3pakeHUsI TOHOM, MPUKa3ajia OHa U ObICTPhIM, YBEpEH-
HBIM I1IaroM TIOILIA K BBIXOY.

Myx)urHa COKpPYHIEHHO B3JOXHYJ, OPOCHII MPe3pUTENbHbII B3IJIsA]] HA KEHY U TOMIEN BCIe]
3a Hell.

— Toviném, JlaBunHus.

VYenpimana Aneccanzipa U yAUBJIEHHO BCKHMHYJA B3MUIsAN. [leByllika, YTO MpHIIIa ¢ MaTepbio
JlsiimoHa BcE Tak ke crosuia B rpoxoje. OHa Obuta el He3Hakoma. M kak Obl AjeccaHipa He cTa-
paJiach, €il He yaanoch pacCMOTPETh €€, TaK Kak Ta, MOArOHseMasi CBeKPOBBIO, YK€ CKpbLIach U3 eé
T0JIe 3pEeHUs.

EnuncTBeHHOE, YTO OTHevyaranoch B MamsTU AJIeCCaHIpPbl - 9TO TOPKECTBYIOIIAs YIbIOKa Ha
ry0ax He3HAKOMKH.

Ho Torna Aneccanzpa He npugana ToMmy HUKakoro 3HaueHus. He o toro 6buto. Bens npeskie
YeM 3a UX CIIMHAMU 3aKpbUIach JABEPb, A0 HeE J10JIeTesl BO3MYIIEHHDIA PbIK MYXa.

— Tlouemy s He Mory ocrtaTbcsi? — CJIOBHO OOecyellleHHasl eBa BONWI OH. — $1 JToKeH
COOOIIUTH eii 0 HatieM pas3Boze! I1o TBoeii MpUXOTH, 51 CTOILKO BpEMEHH Tepres 3Ty keHuuHy ! Yero
TeOe eme HykHO? MBbI JOOMITHCH JKeIaeMOro, a 3HAYUT MOXEM BHIKUHYTD 3TY JICIIEBKY BOH!

— 3arkHuch, [I9iMOH! - THEBHO MpuKasana cBeKpoBb. — Tbl uyTh He youi eé! Kak Obl Thl
TOrza cTasl OOBSICHATHCS Nepel Kpetamu? OHa HEMPEMEHHO yeleT, HO TOJIbKO TOTr/a, KOrja s TOro
noxenato! A eci Thl TPOIOJIKUILL HAa KaXIOM YTy KpU4YaTh O COAESIHHOM, TO...
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JlanpHENIMiA pa3roBop AjeccaHipe He yIauoch yYCIbIIaTh. A MPUYUHON TOMY ObUIa TOPHHY-
Hasl. BeclryMHO BBIHBIDHYB M3 CBOETO YKPBITHSI, OHA IUIOTHO MPUKPBUIA JABEPh U, OOCPHYBIIKCH,
CIIPOCHJIA!

— JIrepa Aneccanzpa, IO3BOJIbTE TPUHECTHU TOPSTUYEH BOJIBI, YTOOBI CMBITh C BAIIIMX HOT KPOBb?

Aneccanapa Mo3BOJMTENLHO KUBHYJIA, 10/1a71aCh TIOKA Thl BHIMIET 3 IBEPb, 3aTEM CO CTOHOM
MPUBMHYJACH K Kpaio KpoBaTu. OHa noymkHa Betarh! JlomkHa HailTh cBoero chiHa! Benp 4ToObI OHU
He rOBOpWIIM, AJleccansipa He Bepwia M. OHa SIBCTBEHHO CIIBbIIIANA, KaK IJIakasl e€ peOEHOK.

[Tonyyaercs, ero ynecau u rae-To crpsatanu! M el BCero-To Hy:KHO €ro HauTH...

Jlopozue uvumamenu, paoa npueemcmeosams 8ac 8 moeli Hogumke!
He 3a6wi8aiime 0obaensime KHU2y 6 OUOAUOMEKY U NUCAMb KOMMEHMAPUL.

Obpamnasi cés3b OUeHb BAXNCHA 051 ABMOPA.
OmoenvHas 6nazo0apHOcms 3a 36¢30bl, YMO 8bl 3AJHCUAEMEe 8 UeCHb MO KHU2U)

( 3BE3/1BI HE Te, UTO TOJI IVIABAMH, a TaM, Tie yKa3aHo olIIee KOJMuecTBO 3BE31. JInOo KHOMKa
"Mue HpaBuTcs" )
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I'naBa 4

Ot cnabocTu KpyXuiach rojioBa, B I1a3ax TEMHENO, 2 COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO OTKa3bIBAJIOChH CITy-
marb e€. Ho MbIcin 0 chiHe He MOKMAaM ronoBbl Aseccanapbl. CTHCHYB 3yObl, TpeBo3Morast OoJb,
OHa CMOIJIA CITyCTUTh HOTM C KPOBaTH, 3aTeM MeuleHHO cena. [lepen miazamu Be€ nomuisuio. CxBa-
THUBILIKCH 32 IPUKPOBATHBII CTOJIOMK, OHA EILE apy MUHYT ITPOCTO CHJIENA, JaBasi TeJly IPUBBIKHYTh,
3aTeM BCTalla U ClieJlasla [ar B CTOPOHY BBIXOAA.

B ToT MOMeHT oHa He aymana o cebe. E€ HuCKONMbKO He 3a00THII0, YTO KPOBb CTPYyHKAMU TIPO-
J0JDKaeT cTekaTh no e€ 6€npam. He moHumana, Kak 3To oracHo.

Ha naxe ecm Obl MOHMMaJIA, YTO e e€ xku3Hb? Pa3Be cMOXeT OHa MepekUTh Takylo yTpary?

Vi srydiie ymMepeTs...

B ToT MOMeHT e€ MaTeprHCKOe cepiie pa3pblBaIoch OT OO0, U Ta OOJIb ObLTA HAMHOTO CHJTb-
Hee (PU3NYECKOM.

Kax oHu Moriu tak noctynuts ¢ Heil? OHa Bepuiia um. Jlroouna ero. Jlopepsiia ibepe Banecce.

3a 4To OHM TaK ¢ Heii? Heyxemn oHn He OosITCst Kapbl 60roB?

Hoia 1o cepeavHbl KOMHaThl, AjeccaHapa MOKauyHyJach U eaBa He ynajga. Bl npunuioch
NOTPATUTh OCTATKU CHJI, HA TO, YTOOBI YCTOSITh HA HOTaX.

— 1 nomxHa HaiiTy ero... JlokHa... OH He MOXKET OBITh MEPTB... — OHa BCXJIMITHYJIA U, YXBa-
THUBILNUCH 32 CIIMHKY JUBaHa, cAejaia eme oauH mar. — OH 11akai... OH 1 cervac Iiayger...

Emeé onun miar... Bropoii...

W korpa, kazanoch Obl, 10 JBEpel 0CTaBaJIOCh BCETO HUYETo, TeIo AJjleccaHpbl HE BbIIEPKAJIO:
I71a3a 3aBOJIOKJIO MIJIOH, B yIIaxX 3alIyMeso U e€ CKpyTHJla ocTpast 60Jb B XKUBOTE.

Haxonsce Ha rpany notepu co3HaHUsA, OHA Havyajia MEIJIEHHO OCE/IaTh Ha I10JI.

C eé ryd copBajics ayliepa3AvpalolIiii BOM, 3aTeM OHA IPOBAIMIIACH BO THMY...

B cebs npuiuia ot Toro, 4To KTo-T0 6€pexkHO, CTapasich HE HABPEJUTh POKEHUILIE, OLLYIBIBAET
€€ JKUBOT.

OTKpbIB 71232, Asleccanipa yBUesa PsAoM C COOOH MOBHUTYXY, Ty, YTO IPUHUMAJIA Y HEE POIIbL.

— Y10 cOo MHOI? — €/1Ba CJIBILIHO CIPOCUIIA.

[MoButyxa, yBuIeB, uTo AJsleccaH/ipa MpHUILIa B ceOs1, OTCTynmIa 1 Opocuiia cede 3a Iiedo:

— Coobumre npepe Banecce, uTo jbepa Aseccanapa npHiUia B cedsl.

JIKOpakKs NOCIENTHO YJaInIach U3 KOMHaTHL. Cama ke IOBUTYyXa MOAOILIA K CTOJLY, HAaIloJ-
HWIA CTaKaH Y€M-TO MYTHBIM U, BEPHYBILIUCH K KPOBAaTH, CKJIOHWJIACh HaJl AJIECCaHAPON.

— Beineiite, Jbepa. — OHa NPUIOAHSIIA TOIOBY JKEHIIMHBI U MPEToiHecna K e€ rydoam Kpai
CTaKaHa.

Aneccanapa He crielmmia IJ0TaTh HEU3BECTHYIO KUIKOCTh. OHA KayHyJIa TOJI0OBOM U IOIBITA-
Jack oTcTpaHuThCcA. Ho moBUTYXa HaCTOMYMBO MOBTOPUIIA.

— Beineiite, ibepa. — OHa cJIerka HaJaBuila Ha TyObl pOsKeHHLIbl. — Bbl oTepsy CIMIIKOM
MHOI'O KPOBHU. DTOT HACTOM MIOMOXET BaM BOCCTAaHOBUTbCA. OH MPUIACT BaM CHJL.

B s10T pa3 Aneccangpa He crajia MPOTUBUTHLCS U MOCTYIIHO CENANa HECKOIBKO INIOTKOB.

IloBrTyXa TOBOJIBHO KMBHYJIA U OTOLLLIA.

— He nonnmalo, 4T0 MOIJIO MOMTH HE TaK? — 3aJyMUMBO V1A Ha AJleccaHipy IIPOTsHYJIA
oHa. - Korga s yxommna, kpoBotedeHust He Obuto. He cromso Bam, Jibepa AJieccanipa, Tak paHoO
BCTaBaTh.

— Mapam Xocca, — Aneccanzpa npoTsHyJsa B €€ cTopoHy pyKy. — I[Ipomty Bac, mogonaure.

JloxmaBivch, KOraa NOBUTYXa BBIIIOIHUT €€ MPpockOy, OHAa CXBAaTHJIA €€ 32 PyKYy M TOPOILIUBO,
3aroBOpuJIa:

— Mapam Xocca, ckaxuTe, OH poauics AKUBoM? Bel JOJKHBI 3HaTh, BEb BalllM PYKU IIPUHU-
Manu ero... [Ipoury Bac, ckaxute MHe npasy! Moii cbH... OH XuB?
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T. AkenrtpeBa. «l3rHaHHas *KeHa»

[NMoBuTyXxa MoTymmia B3MJIs, MEPTBELIKH MOOJIeTHENa U 3adposKaia.

— Ckaxure MHe npaBay! — Mpojoikana HactauBath Auieccanapa. — $ 3aruady Bam!
3ariaay Oosblile, YeM 3ariaTuiid oHu! Y MeHs eCThb JIeHbI'H, eCcTh 30510T0! S BCE oTnam Bam, TOJIBKO
CKaxure!

— e IIOHUMaAlO, 4YTO BbI OT MEHS XOTHUTE, nbepa! - UICITYITaHHO BCKPUKHYJIA ITOBUTYXA A IOIIbI-
TaJlach CHSITh PYKY POKEHHUIIBI CO CBOEH, HO AJlecCaHIpa TOJIbKO CHIIbHEE Cxkajla €€ 3arsicThbe.

— Ckaxute MHe! — C ropsIIuM B3IJIS0M, MIPOIIUTIENa OHA U IEPHYIIA e€ 3a pyKy Ha ceOsl.

[ToBuTyxa, He OXUAABINAs TAKOrO HAMOPa OT 0OECCUIIEHHON KSHIIMHBI, €/IBa JIN He yraja Ha
Auseccanipy.

— Tl'oBopu, He TO IOOBID, — CO BCEH 3JI0CTHIO MOOOEIaIa POKEHHUIIA.

— He 3Hai01010 51 HUYErooo... — 3aBblUIa Ta U 3aKpblia IJ1a3a, FOTOBSCH K yaapy.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT /iBepb pacnaxHyjach ¥ B KOMHATy BopBajiach jJbepa Banecca.

— Aueccanjipa, oporasi! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa, CIEITHO MPHOIMKasACh K KpoBaTH. — Thl
3acTaBWjia MeHsI BOJIHOBaTbCsl! 3aueM Thl BCTasia ¢ ocTesu?

Aneccanjipa A0CaIJTIMBO MOMOPIIAJIACH U OTITYCTWIIA PYKY IMOBUTYXH, Ta MPBITKO OTCKOYMJIA U
CKpBLIACh B JIAJIbHEM YTITY.

Kakoe-To Bpemsi Aseccanjipa Mojiya CMOTpeJia Ha CBEKPOBb, 3aTéM BHOBb HavyaJla yMOJISITh:

— JIrepa Banecca, BCE TO BpeMsi, 4TO MpoOBeJia PAAOM C BaMH, s HU pa3y He OKa3ajla Bam
HerouteHus. S momoOuia Bac, Kak Math! Tak rporiry ke, He OTKaKUTe, IPUHECUTE MHE ChIHA...

— XopoI110, — HEOXKUJAHHO OBICTPO C/1aIach CBEKPOBb. — Xo0cca, MPUHeCH peOEHKa.

Ona ckJIoHWIach K AJleccaHape W C HamyleHHOW 3a00Toi morjiaauia e€ mo meke. 3arem
I'PYCTHO B3[IOXHYJIA ¥ MPUJIOKKJIA TJIATOYEK K CYyXUM TIJ1a3am.

— VBHEB ero, Thl YOSIHIIbCS, YTO MJIAJICHeIl yMep TIpU pofax... — IMPOIIenTaia OHa.
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I'naBa 5

CriycTst mapy MUHYT B ITIOKOY BEpHYJIach Xocca.

Aneccanpa yBuzesa Ha €€ COTHYThIX PyKaX KPOXOTHBIN CBEPTOK U € 00JIerYeHUueM BbIIOXHYIA.
B rnazax 3acBeTusioch cyacTbe, ryObl JPOTHYJIU B BHIMYUYEHHOH YJIBIOKE.

Ho, He noiins 1o KpoBaty, MOBUTYXa B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH OCTAHOBUIIACK.

— [aiite ero MHe! — AneccaHpy HUUYTh HE CMyTUJIO, YTO MJIaJieHell He U3/1a€T HU 3BYKA.
OHa HeTeprenrBo MPOTSAHY/IA PYKHU U BBIKUAAIOIIE TOCMOTpeia Ha Xoccey.

[ToButyxa e He oTBOAMIIA B3MVIsAAa OT Jibepbl Banecchl. OHa xana, 4yto ckaxer Ta. [lo3Bosmut
mm?

Ho nbepa Banecca Obu1a He roToBa Tak prickoBaTh. OHa €/]Ba 3aMETHO KauHyJIa TOJIOBOM, TaBast
Xocce MoHSATh, YTOOBI TA HE CMeJIa OTAaBaTh AsleccaHape peOEHKa. 3aTeM MooIIa K Hel U CKUHYJIa
C JIUIIa HOBOPOKAEHHOTO Kpai MeIEHKU.

I'nazam Aneccanpbl IpeaCcTaBUIIOCh 3€MJIMCTOrO LIBETA JIMUMKO. 3a0CTPEHHBIN HOCUK, BIAJIbIE
IJ1a3KH, ONYIIIEHHBIE YTOJIKU Ty0 U JIETKOE BJABIMBaHKUE BICKOB TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO PeOEHOK Jei-
CTBUTEJILHO MEPTB.

Pyku Aneccannpsl 6e3BonbHO ynanu. EmE kakoe-To BpeMsi OHA TOCKJIMBO CMOTpesa Ha
MaJIbllla, 3aTeM 3aKkpuyana.

3aKkpuuaia Tak, Kak MOXET KpU4aTh TOJILKO PAaHEHHBIN 3BEPb - TUKO, UCTOIIHO, MYUYHUTEJIBHO.

Hy1a e€ pa3pbIBasiach Ha COTHH KYCOUKOB, CEpIIIIe KPOBOTOUMIIO. BHITHYBIIIKCD, CIOBHO B ITPU-
najike, oHa 3a0MJIach B UCTEPUKE.

— VYHecurte otciofa pedéHka! — mpokpuyana jgbepa Banecca u 6pocunach k Aneccanpe.

CxBaTuB HEBECTKY 32 IJIEUH, OHA MITAIACh €€ ylepkKaTh, He 1aTh TOW yIacTh, HO OOJIb MaTepH,
notepsiBiell peOEHKa Oblla HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHA, YTO Ka3aJloch B €€ TeJI0 BCEIMJIOCh TPOe KPENKuX
My)x4rH. OJTHUM TOJTYKOM OHa OTIIBBIPHYJIa OT ceOsl Jibepy BaHeccy M mombitajiach BCTaTh, YTOObI
JOTHATh CHENIHO YOeraloiyio 13 KOMHAThl IOBUTYXY, HO CTapyxa MposiBIJIa HAMEPEHHYIO MPBITh U,
pe3Bo noadexaB 0OpaTHO, ocTaHoBUIA e€. CXBaTHB AJleccaHjipy 3a IJIeUd, OHA MpUKaia e€ K Kpo-
BaTH.

— Xocca! Txopmxus! [Tomorure MHe! — mpukasana crapas Jbepa.

Ho Ha nomorip eit 6pocuiach JUIIb Cy)KaHKa, a X0occa B STOT MOMEHT YKe TAKOM BBIXOIMIIA
13 OCOOHSIKA, YHOCSI C COOOM TMOJI TOKPOBAMH HOYHM, KPOXOTHOE Tellblle peOEHKa.

Jlxopmxus, ke nogdeskas K AlleccaHipe, HaBAIUJIaCh HA HEE CBOUM TEJIOM, TEM CAMbIM JIUIIIAsI
BO3MOXXHOCTH ABUTaThCs. EIE Kakoe-To Bpemsi AJleccaH/ipa MbiTajiach BEIPBAThCs, HO BCKOpe, odec-
cuieB, yruxia. OHa Oonbllie He Kpuyaia, He Tulakaia. JKeHIMHa pocTo Jiexkana v OMyCTOIEHHO
CMOTpeJia B OJIHY TOUKY Iepe]] COOOI.

JlaB 3HaK ciy)kaHKe OTOITH, Jibepa BaHecca mpucena psaoM ¢ HeBeCTKOM. TsiKkesno Apliia, oHa
CMepuJia KEeHIIMHY CTPOTMM B3I[JISIIOM.

— Tenepp Thl yOenunach? — clipocuiia OHa, HO AJleccaHipa Mojdaja, Torja crapas Jbepa
00oIpsIIoIIE MOXJIoNaja e€ 1Mo pyKe, 3aTeM BCTajla U Molia Mpovb U3 KoMHathl. — He ocrapnsii eé
OfIHy. — Opocuia OHa TOpHUYHOU. — U He Mo3BoIIAl MOqHUMAThCS ¢ KpoBaTu. Ham Hy:XHO n30exarhb
oyepeIHOro KpoBoTeueHusl. MHaue, Ham e€ yke He CIacTH.

Cry)aHKa MOKOPHO CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY M 3aHslJIa CBOM MOCT Y U3rOJIOBbSI KPOBATH. ..

ITox yTpo y Aneccanapbl Hayasiach ropsiuka. Teno JKeHIUHbBI TOPEesIO OTHEM, BCIO €€ KOJIOTHUIIO
KPYITHBIM 03HOOOM, a CO3HaHUE C TPYAOM MPOOUBAJIOCH CKBO3b MOIYOPEIOBBII TyMaH.

JIbepa Banecca Obuta BHe ceOst oT TpeBorn. Ho, He 3a GomnbHYI0, a 3a CBOWO peryrtanuio. Yro
Oynet eciu Anieccanipa yMpET? A ecliv IIPO3HAIOT, YTO POIBI MPOILIH O3 OCTIOKHEHHA, @ POKEHHITY
10 KaKoW-TO MpuurHe He yoeperim? U naHO ecm ynactcsi 0OMaHyTh TIPOCTOM JIOM, TO OT XKPELoB
OHHU HE CMOTYT HUYEro yTauTh.
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Bcé To Bpems1, uto Asieccanapa mpoBesia B 6ecCO3HATeIbHOM COCTOSIHUM, JKEHIIMHA Oecripe-
PBIBHO 3BaJia ChIHA.

Uro He YKpbhUIOCh OT BHUMAHUS JIeKapsi, KOTOPOro ObUIO PelieHo MPUBECTU K AsieccaHpe.

— I'ne ceituac peOGEHOK 1 TIOYEMY OH HE C MaTepbio? — CIIpAIIMBaJI OH.

— Tam rae emy U MoJIOKEHO OBITh — C KOPMUJIMIIEH. A K MaTepu ero He HEeCyT MO OJHOM,
COBEPIIIEHHO SICHOW IPUYMHE: BAPYT 00Ie3Hb AJleccanaphl 3apa3Ha U yracu OOr eciii MilaJeHell IMoj-
XBaTHT 3Ty 3apazy. — 3a00TIMBO OTBEYAsa Jibepa.

Jlexapb cornacHO KMBaJ U Jiesial BCE, YTOOBI KaK MOKHO CKOpee MPUBECTH POXKEHHUITY B UyB-
CTBO.

Ha tpermii nens xap cnan. VI HeoOXOIMMOCTh TIOCTOSIHHOTO MPUCYTCTBUS JIEKapsi PSIOM C
6onpHOM Oosbinie He TpedoBascs. Illeapo orOmaronapus jgekaps 3a ero padoTy, 1, He/IByCMBICTIEHHO
JaB MOHSATh, YTOOBI TOT He OONTAN A3BIKOM, OHA OTIYCTHJIA ero BocBosick. Cama ke Mmpojoiikaia
JHAMHU ¥ HOYaMHU HaXOIUThCS PAOM ¢ HeBecTKor. OHa He oBepsia e€ HUKOMY, Kpome ceOsi. 1o
ObLIIO HEMBICIUMO [JIsI JaMbl €€ TOJIOKEHHSI, HO Jibepa CaMOJIMYHO CTHUpPajia MOT TPSNKON co J10a
Aneccanapsl, momorania J[)Kopmkur MEHSITh €€ COPOUKU U OOMBIBATh €€ TeJIo.

Ona nenana Bc€, 4ToObl, B cliydae ruOenu AJieccaHIphl, 00eTUTh ceOs1 1 n30ekaTh Kaphl Kpe-
1IOB.

[Mpomnwio eme HeCKONMbKO JHe, HO AJieccaH/Ipa TaK M He MpHIIIa ceOsl.

Crpax sbepsl Banecchl ycunusaics.

OHa HaCTOWYMBO BJIMBAJA B TOJYOTKPHITHIE T'YObl OONBHOM T€ MUKCTYPBI, UTO OCTaBHJI €Ml
JeKkapb. A 4ToOBI AJleccaHipa He ymepiia OT roJIofy, Oe3 ycTav MMJYKaja e€ YKPEerUIsiomyuMy OTBa-
pamMu.

OT NOCTOSIHHBIX MEpeKUBaHUM y Jibepbl Banecchl Hauanach murpess. OT HeloeqaHus U IJ10-
XOro CHa - c1abocTh. BriepBrie 3a BCIO CBOIO JONTYIO )KU3Hb CTapasi Ibepa MOuyBCTBOBAIA KAKOBO 3TO
ObITh cTapoi. OHa cTana caaBaTh: Koa e€ crajia efiBa JIM He Ceporo LBeTa, Moj Ila3aMu Kpyrd, a
PYKHU ApOXKaJM TakK, CJIOBHO €€ JIMXOPAIUJIO.

3a Bc€ 310 Bpems e€ chiH [IPiMoH ['pana HM pa3y He moceTws1 KoMHaTy Ajeccanapsl. Ero
COBCEM HE BOJIHOBAJIO COCTOsIHME cympyru. Kazanoch ympu OHa, OH TOJIBKO BO3payeTcsl.

Ero mathb He ocyk/1aa ero, Befib 1o e€ BoJie OH )KeHUJICS Ha AJieccanpe. JIodst coBceM Apyryio
JKEHIIIMHY, OH MOKOPHO CBsI3al cedsl y3amMu Opaka ¢ He ToOuMoi. HecKoJIbKO JIeT OH BEJIMKOJIEITHO
urpai coio pois! [Ipocto ceituac copBascs... [JoOucs xenaeMoro...

Beap npuruio Bpems u AJieccanipa HakOHell rojiapuiia el BHyKa, a emy ceiHa. Ternepsb [IpiiMoH
MOJKET MOKUTh U IS ceOsl...

TosbKO BOT Kak MOCTYIUTh C AJIECCAaHAPOM, OHA ellIE He pelnia.

Bo3morkHO OyzeT mpaBUJIbHBIM BBICIATh €€ B MX CTapoe MMEeHHe U coaepxkarh e€ tam? JInbo
3asBUTH, YTO KEHINKMHA OOJIbHA U COCJIATh B MAHCUOH?

JKeHIMHA ycTano paccrépiia JIMIO MOPIIMHUCTBIMUA PyKaMHU.

— I'maBHOe, 4TOOBI OHA TpUIILIA B ce0s1, @ TaM PELIMM... — THXO IpOIIeNTaa OHa, ITIsAasl Ha
CMepTeJIbHO ONieTHOe MO AJIeCCaHIpHI.
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I'maBa 6

Ion ytpo mecroro nHsA AJieccaHipa HaKOHEL-TO OYHyJach. OTKpBIB I71a3a, OHa OE3MOJIBHO
CMOTpeJIa nepes coOoi.

— CraBa BCEBBIIIHEMY, Thl OUHYJIACh! — C HEMOAEIbHBIM 00JIerYeHeM BO3JIMKOBAJIA cTapast
nbepa. — Hy u Hamyrana el Hac, Aneccanapa. Kak te1? Kak ce0s1 gyyBcTBYyelin?

7KeHuHa npourHoprpoBasa BOIPOChl CTApyXH M BHOBb 3aKpblila IJ1a3a; OIMHOKAs clie3a Me/l-
JIEHHO CKaTWJIach y HEE 10 LIEKe.

— Hy Oygner - Oyzner, — CBEKpOBb 3a00TIIMBO CMaxHyna crie3y. — $1 moHuMaio, TBosi 00MIb
Oe3rpaHnyHa. la U mepexkuTh Takylo yTpaTy He BCEM IO CHUJIaM, HO Thl €l MOJIoJa U CMOXKEIlb
pOAMTD yiMY JeTen !

Aneccanpa Jlaxe He IIEJIOXHY/Iach B OTBET.

Ewme kakoe-To BpeMs jibepa Banecca cMoTpesa Ha Korjaa-To IpeKpacHoe, a Terepb OCyHYBIIIe-
ecst IMLO AJlecCaHphbl, 3aTeM BUHOBATO OIyCTUJIA IJ1a3a.

E€ paznupanu mpoTUBOpEUMBbIC YyBCTBA: OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA BUHY 32 COOOM, € Obl TPU3HATHCS,
oOrerynThb aymry... Ho Ha Becax cTosijio cyacTbe e€ chlHa, M, Kak Obl OHa HU XOTeJNa, e MpUAETCS BCIO
OCTaBILYIOCS KU3Hb POKUTh C TEM I'Py30M OOMaHa, YTO OHA cama Ha ceOsl BO3JIOKUIIA.

EnBa JOTpOHYBIIKCH 10 PyKM HEBECTKHU, OHA TUXO NIPOU3HECA:

— 4 oy, Aneccanzpa, a Tol otapixal. — Crapyxa Havyaja BCTaBaTh, HO IOLIATHYJACh,
CXBaTWJIaCh PyKaMH 3a I'OJIOBY M CO CTOHOM OMYCTUJIach 00paTHO. — JIKOPIKKUsL, IOMOTH, — TIIyXO
MO3BaJIa TOPHUYHYIO M COBCEM CJ1ab0 JoOaBuiIa: — MHe 4TO-TO HEXOPOLIO.

CryxaHka TyT e OpocHIach Ha IOMOILb Jibepe. [logxBaTuB Ty MOJ JIOKOTh, OHA NOMOIVIA €Ml
MOJIHATBCSA U, NOAAEPAUBast €€ MO PyKY, OBeJIa K BBIXOAY.

Aneccanpa OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a TOJIBKO TOr/a, KOrja 3a KeHIIMHAMU XJIONHYJIa JBEpb.

Oma He 3HaJIa, KaK eil xuTh Jansiie. BHyTpu e€ Oblia myctora. Kazanock, uto BMecTo cepia
y He€ Tenepb 3usieT Ablpa, KOTOPYIO BBEK HE 3aIOJHUTb.

He 6bu10 601b11IE OONH, CTpaganuii... BooOiie Huyero.

Bcs e€ cuacimBas KU3Hb pacchlnaiach B OOMH MOMEHT - MY:K U3MEHUJICS /10 HEY3HaBaeMOCTH,
CBEKpPOBb Ipe/jajia, a ChiHa OHa He yoepera.

XO0Tesnock 3aKphITh 71432 U O0JIblle HUKOTAA He Ipockinatbes. [louemy? [Touemy oHa He ymepiia
BMECTO HEro?

7KeHimHa TUXO 3aruIakana.

Bech neHp Aneccanjpa rnposesia B ofuHouecTBe; [xopaxkus, BCE BpeMsl HaOmoaBIIas 3a Heil
U3 yI7a, He B CYET. B rpyau jkeHIIMHbI e1é Termiach KpOXoTHasl HaJex/1a, yTo [JsiMOH npuieT u
CTaHET YMOJIATH €€ 0 npoieHny. OHa McKajia OlpaB/IaHUE €0 MOBEAECHUIO U BKOHEIL] peIlIa, YTo Y
€€ TopsTYO0 JIIOOMMOTO My’a IMPOCTO MIOMYTHJICS PACCYIOK OT ropst. Tak ke Kak 1 'y He€.

Ho kora k Beuepy /iBepb C IPOXOTOM pacraxHyJach, U B KOMHATYy BJieTes B30SIEHHBII JPAaKoOH,
BCE HAJIEK/1bl BMUI UCTIAPUIIUCh.

E€ rmaza mm1poko pacnaxHy/Iuch, a poT OTKPBUICSA B HEMOM KPHKE yKaca, Korja OHa CMOTpelia
Ha BHEIIIHE CHOKOMHOIO, a BHYTPU 10 CMEPTH pa3bspEHHOrO MyXka: ero HO3JPU HEPBHO XBATAJIM
BO3/IyX, B IJIa3ax MOJIbIXaja SPOCTh, HA CKYJIaX UTPAJIU KPYIHbIE OyIPUCTHIE KEJIBAKU.

OmnacHo cy3uB I1a3a, OH NPUOIU3WICS, CKIIOHWIICS HaJl Hel U, CKaB e€ ropsio pyKoH, ¢ Bceno-
[JIOLIAIONIEN HEHABUCTBIO MTPOLLIUIIE:

— 9710 Thl BUHOBATA. Thi!

Aneccanpa He OHUMAJIA.

— O uém T8I, [IPIMOH? — Mpocurena OHa, CXBaTUBIIMCh OOEMMH PyKaMH 3a €ro Majblbl B
’KaJIKOI MOMNBITKE OCBOOOJUTHCS.

— 9TO Tl BUHOBATA, YTO MOsI MaTh CJierIa! — BBITUIIOHYJI OH U €ILE CUJIBHEE CKaJl MaJIbLIbL.
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Bo3nyx B e€ NE€rkux 3akaH4YMBaJICS CTPEMUTESTHHO OBICTPO, BCKOPE OHA 3aXpHuIleia U 3aKO0JIO-
THJIA pyKaMU eMy 110 IUIevy.

MyX4rMHa yCMEXHYJICS U, claBa Ooram, OcjaOuiI XBaTKy, a TIO MPOIIECTBUM Mapbl CEKYHI U
BOBce oTnycTui1 Aneccanapy. OToisi OT He€, OH ycencsi B 00bEMHOE KOKAHOE KPEeCIio, CTosIIee y
KaMUHa, U, BAJIbSKHO YCTPOMBULINCH B HEM, BIUJICS B3IJISIIOM B KEHY.

OH Mos4yan ¥ IpocTo CMOTpEI Ha He€, MoKa AJleccaH/ipa OTKAIUIMBANIACh U KaJHO IJIOTasla
BO3Z/YX.

W numpb korna jkeHIMHa YTUXJ1a, OH XOJIOJHO MPOAOJIKAI:

— Brnpouem, g maxe Omaromaper tede. ITycth moObicTpee yMpET. S Tak ycran KUTh IO eé
npaBuIam!

— Kak TbI MOXelllb Tak TOBOPUTS, [I31IMOH? — THXO Bo3MyTUIack Aseccanipa. — OHa TBOsI
Marsb!

— W uro ¢ Toro? — Myx4nHa OecrieyHo 1moxa’ riedamu. — Thl IPOCTO He 3Haelllb, KAKOBO 3TO
— BCIO KU3Hb TUIsCATh MO €€ MyAKY. S 1 sKeHWIICs Ha TeOe TOJIbKO TIOTOMY, UTO OHA Tak xotena. Ei,
BUNTE JIM, 3axoTesioch BHYKOB! [Tpunuiocs noqunHuThes. Ho Thl Oka3asiack He Takoy IJIOJOBUTOM,
KaK paccuMThIBajIa Mosi MaTyIIka. [Ipuiuiocs moTpatuts Ha TeOs 1esbix ABa roga! Tonbko nogymars,
aBa OeCCMBICJIEHHO MPOKUTHIX rofa!

AneccaHppa ciymiaiga 1 He Bepuiia cBouM yiaMm. [lomyyaercs, oH e€ 1 He moOuT HUKorga?

— Ho... XKpetpt! Onn noareepauam Harn O6pak ¢ ToOou! CBsA3ain HAC UCTHHHBIMU y3aMU
mo6Bu! Eciv Obl OHU HE YBUJIENT TBOMX UCKPEHHHUX YyBCTB KO MHE, OHH Obl HUKOT/Ia HE 3aKJIIOUMIIH
Opak mexay Hamu! Kak Tl cMor 0OMaHyTh MX?

JI9IMOH HEPBHO paccMesLICsl.

— O, TH HepooLeHMBaellb Baneccy, — npocmesBIINCh, OTBETUI OH. — OHa M He Ha Takoe
criocodna! Bcero-to norpe6oBasioch MPUKYMUTH Mapy 3€/beB... — B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CJIOBHO CIIO-
XBaTHWJICS, YTO CKa3aHyJ JIMIIHETO, U PE3KO 3aMOoTJal. — XBaTUT 00 3TOM!

JI9MOH MOJHSICS M MOIOMIEN K AJieccaHpe.

JKeHIyMHa UCIyraHHO OTIIPSIHYJIA OT HETO.

— He 0Ooiics, He TPOHY, — MPE3PUTENILHO OPOCKI OH. — 3aBTpa YTPOM Tl yezxkaenib. Hapce-
rAa MOKMHEIIb MO 3aMOK.

— Ho...

— He cmeii npotuButhes, Aneccanapa. Most Obl BOJIs, 51 Obl BBIIIBBIPHYJT TeOs MPSIMO ceiuac,
HO MaTyIIKa YMOJIsijla MEHsI He JIeJIaTh 3TOro. §l He cMor el 0TKa3aTh, HaIeloCh, 3TO ObUIa e€ Mmocie-
HsS BOJIA...

— To1 uynosuite, JI9iMOH, — TIOUTH O6E33BYYHO MPOIIIETNTajla OHa, CMOTPS Ha CyIIpyra.

Ho ToT He npuaan HUKAaKOro 3HaUeHUs €€ CIOBaM U C JIEJSHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM IPOIOJIKAL:

— Jlo pa3Boaa MoXuBENIL B MOEM CTapOM UMeHHUH. [locie Moxelb BAIUTh Kyzaa Tede Oyaer
YTOIHO... XOTh 0OpaTHO B MOHACTHIPh. M He B31yMail MOpOYUTh MOE UM 3a peelaMu 3aMKa, Ha4e
4 cioMaro tede 1€, Jrodumas!

OH B rosoc pacxoxotajcs U O0Apo 3amarajg B CTOPOHY /IBEPU, HO B TIPOXOIE OCTAHOBHJICS,
00epHYJICS U TOOABUIT:

— Ilpexnae uem yexarb, 32l K YMUpAIOUIEW CTapyxe, OHa, BUAWTE JIU, MOXeJajla MOIpo-
matbes ¢ ToOoit. Hy a s1, yx npoctu, — yemexnysicsi. — [IpoBokath He BbIAYy TeOst. XBaTUT C MEHS.
He mory Gosbiie BUIeTh TBOE CMA3IMBOE JIMUHKO. .. [IpOTHBHO....
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I'nasa 7

AJneccanppa cTosiyia y OCTeJH Jibepbl BaHecchl M He MOIIa TOBEPUTH IJ1a3aM.

Emg Buepa oHa Bujena repesi coOON yXOXKEHHYIO OJaropogHyo JaMy, ceiuac xe repe Hei
JIexaa HeMOIIHasI cTapyxa: Oesasi, CJIOBHO anedacTpoBasi KOXka, IyCThie YEPHBIE I71a3a Ha OJIeJTHOM
JOCHUHEBBUTHIIEC U CUSIONIHE CepeOpOM BOJIOCHI IIPOU3BOIMIIM KYTKOE BIICUATIICHHE.

— Ipucsanp, Aneccanapa. — Crapas Jibepa NoxXJonana JaJoHblo psIoM ¢ COOOM.

Auteccanpy oOypeBajii COMHEHHSI: B €€ cep/ilie OTHEM ToJbIxasia 00u/a, HO B TO ke BpeMsl eil
ObLJIO 3HAKOMO TaKO€ 4yBCTBO, KaK MIJIOCEPAE.

[TpuceB psgoM ¢ Jbepol, OHa B3sila €€ 3a PyKy U C TPEBOroM CIIpOCHIIa:

— Kak BbI ce0s1 uyBCTBYeTe, Jibepa Banecca?

Crapyxa ciierka cxaja e€ najblbl U TSKENO, CO CBUCTOM, B3IOXHYJIA.

— [noxo, munas, — TUXO MpousHecaa. — YyBCTBYIO, HE/IOJTO MHE OCTaJIOCh.

— He roBopure Tak, ibepa! — Asieccanipa cMaxHysa HaOesxaBIlue cJ1€3bl. — Bbl HempeMeHHO
MOTPaBUTECH!

— He B aTOT paz, Aneccanapa. He B aToT pas... XBatut ¢ mens. [Ipuriuio Bpems pacriauu-
BaThCs 32 BCE CBOM IMperpelleHus, — cTapyxa 3aMoiyaa, epeBosl AbIXaHue, 3aTeM HEOKUAAHHO
BCKpuKHYJa: — OGemait MHe, Aneccanapa! Iporry Teds1, odemaii. ..

He noroBopus, nbepa Banecca 3akanuisiiach U ycrano NpUKpbLUIa 1as3a.

— Yro obemiarh? — AJjieccaHzipa He IOHUMAJIA, YTO OT He€ XOUET CBEKPOBb.

Eme napy MuHyT Jibepa MoOTYaIa, MOTOM Hayajla TOBOPUTh:

— OObemaii, 4to yenenib OTCIO/Ia KaK MOXKXHO CKopee. Yezxaid, Aneccanipa. YMousiio Te0s!
Cnenaii Tak, Kak OH TOro xouer. § B3suia obemanue ¢ [I5MOHa, YTO OH HE CTaHeT OTHPABIIATH TeOs
Ha3a/l B MOHACTBIPb, 2 OTBE3ET B HAIlle TIOMECThe U OyJeT KaXIblii MecsIll IEPEBOJUTh Ha TBOM CUET
HECKOJIBKO ThICSY TUap. DTHX JeHer Tebe XBaTUT Ha Oe30e/IHYI0 KU3Hb.

— Cnacu6o Bam, Jibepa Banecca, — ropbKo YCMEXHYBIIUCH, TTOOIarogapuia e€ Ajeccanjpa.
— Ho s He npumy ot Hero Hu Auapa! MHe He HyXKHBI IEHbI' Balllero ChIHA...

— He cmeii otkaseiBatbesi! — niepeduia e€ Jibepa. — DTO MAJIOCTh, UTO 5 MOTY C/IENaTh JUIS
TeOs... S Bedb Tak nepen ToOOM BUHOBATA... Tak BUHOBATA...

[Tneun e€ 3aTpsiciuch, M OHA GE33BYyUHO 3arljIakala.

AJieccanjipa ¢ )kaJI0CThI0O CMOTpEJIa Ha CTpaiaHusl Jibepbl. OHa C rOpeyblo MOHUMAJIa, YTO HUYEM
HE CMOXKET IOMOYb €H.

— 4 nporaio Bac, ibepa. — KeHImHa ycrnokauBarollie rnoriaauia Ty no riedy. — [Ipoinaio...
A ceiiuyac MHe HYXKHO UITU. BHU3Y MeHs kIET KaperTa.

Auteccanpa xotelsa ObLIO TIOMHATHCS, HO HEOXKHUIAHHO CTapas Jibepa CXBaTWia e€ 3a pyKy U
’KapKo 3aIlernTana CKBO3b CIIE3BI:

— Tsl gaxe He mpencTaBiselib, KaKOU rpex y MeHs Ha ayie! f He mory... He xouy BOT Tak
yxonuth! Thl TOJKHA... TOJKHA 3HATD!

Crapyxa nepesea CBOW rOpsIIUM B3[JISL HA CIY)KaHOK, YTO CTOST BO3JIE JBEPEU.

— Tomum npous! — TloBenena UM U, JOXKIABIIUCH, KOTAA Te€ BBIAAYT U 3aKPOIOT JIBEPb 32
co0oii, BHOBb B3IVIsTHY/Ia Ha He€. — TBOW chiH, AJieccanapa... OH KuB!

Cepnuie Aneccanapbl O0JIE3HEHHO CKaJIOCh, B IJ1a3aX MOTEMHEJIO.

Pe3ko BbIEpHYB pYKy U3 MaJbIEB CBEKPOBU, OHA 3aKpHYaa:

— He cmenre! Cnpimmre? He cMenTe Tak noctynarb €O MHOM! 9TO KECTOKO — BOT TaK BOT
urparb Ha 9yBcTBax! SI COOCTBEHHBIMM IJ1a3aMU BHJEJIA €ro TeJo. Mol peOEHOK... Mol MaJIbuHK...
On mépts!

— Tlocnymiait MeHsi, Aneccanapa... Tel JOMKHA MeHsl BBICIyIIATh! — cTapyxa Tak Ha Heé
MoCcMOTpesa, 4yTo AJsieccaHipa He CMOIVIa OTKas3aTh, KMBHYB, OHa BCS IMOrpy3Wiach B CIyX. —
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BcromMHu TOT IIeHb, KOrJa Mbl MpHexaiy 3a TOOOW B MOHAcCThIpb. Bermomuu ero. Torma mbl cka-
3aJIM, YTO MOMAJM TyAa CIydYaiiHO, HO MBI IIpUexaiu 3a ToOoH. B TBoeil kpoBu, Aneccanpa, npu-
CYTCTBYET KPOBb JPAaKOHOB, & TBOM POAMTENN ObLIM IMPEACTABUTENISIMU APEBHETO BEIUKOrO poja.
VimenHO nosToMy Haril BeIOop nast Ha Te0s1. Thl ueanbHO MOAXOaMIa Ha POJib CYTIPYTH MOEMY ChIHY !
A kakoe notomctBo Bbl Moryi Jath! Ho IIsiiMoH eaBa Bc€ He ucnoptuii. Ha ogHOM 13 mpuémMoB Moi
CbIH 0€3 MaMsTH BIIIOOWIICS B JOUKY MECTHOTO JIbepa U CIbIIATh Oobie o Tede He xoten! OH Obul
onepxuM eto! Ho ona npocroit yenoBek. OT UX CBS3U HE MOIJIO TOSIBUTHCS ONAPEHHBIX JeTer. S
yoexana [IpiiMoHa ofyMarhCesi, Mpocuiia, ymolisiia. B KOHIle KOHIIOB MHE MPUIILIOCh HAIAaBUTh Ha
HEro, MPUTpo3UTh, YTO JIMIITY €ro BCEro — TUTYJIA, JICHET, CBS3eH, TOr/a OH CHAJICS U COTTIacHJICS
Ha Opak ¢ ToOOH, HO MPU YCIOBHUM, YTO BAlll COI03 MPOUIATCS JIMIIL O TOTO, KaK Thl TIOHECETb U
0J1arornoNyYyHo poAuIIIb eMy chiHa. Toraa oH 0KeH ObUT 3a0paTh HOBOPOXKIEHHOTO M Pa3BECTHCH C
TOOOM. MBI OBUTH YBEPEHBI, UYTO CMOXKEM JIOTOBOPUTHCS ¢ TOOOH... HO coBceM He O3KuIaim, 4To Th TaK
TMOMTIOOMIIB €T0 U BAIIETO eIE He POKAEHHOTO Masiblia. Mbl IOHSUIM, YTO HU 32 KaKue OOraTcTBa Thl
He oraaib Ham ero. Kasasock, Bbixoga He Obuto, HO TYT JIaBUHUMS MPEJIoKuIa MOJMEHUTh )KUBOTO
MJIaJIeHIIa Ha MEPTBOTO... MBI cortacuiuch. [Jo00aBUB B IMTHE COHHOE 3€JIbe U AaB BHITUTH TeOe ero
T0CJIe POJIOB, MBI YHECIIM MaJIblllia, a Xocca pPUHECa U3 JEPEeBHM MEPTBOTO ChIHA KpecThsiHKH. Ero,
a He TBOEro Majburka Mbl rokazam tede! [Ipoctu! I[Mpoctu mens, Aneccanapa!

Aneccanpa OblIa HIOKMpOBaHa ycibliaHHBIM. OHa 1 MoiyMaTh He MOTIJIa, YTO BCE Te JIIOH,
KOTOPBIX OHA TaK JIIOOMJIA, HACTOJIBKO THIUIBL. 3JI0CTh U 00ua nepenoiHsum e€. OHa riy0oKo mpe-
3upaia Bcex ux. HenaBupena!

N B TO %€ BpeMsl BHYTpU HEE BCE TPEMETANIO OT CUACThS.

E€ coi! E€ KpoXOTHBIN aHre04YeK KuB!

Ona xorena yBuzeTs ero. [Ipsamo ceituac! HemennenHo!

— 4 3a0epy ero! — BCKpUKHYJIa OHa.

[To3a0BIB 0 TOM, YTO OHa eIIE CIUIIKOM cllada, AjleccaHipa pe3Ko MOTHSIACH U e/IBa He yIaja.
E€ Teno em€ He okperuio nocie 0OIe3HU, OHA C TPYJOM Jiepkaiach Ha Horax. [IpeBo3morast 60Jb,
UTHOPUPYs Ca00CTh, OHA MEJICHHO HallpaBWJIach K BBIXOMY. AjieccaHzipa Oblla HaMepeHa HaWTH
JlsiiMOHa 1 IOTpeOOBaTh Y HEro BEPHYTh € ChIHA.

— Tlocroit, Aneccanapa! — Kpuk crapyxu 3actaBui e€ 3amepetb. — He nenaii storo!

KenmmHa o6epHyJIach U CMEpUIIa CTAPYIO JIbepy YHUUTOXKAIOIIUM B3TJISIOM. ..

— Yro BHI emié xotute? — ¢ X0JIoAoM cripocuiia e€ Aseccanapa. — Heyxkenu Bb aymaere,
YTO 51 OCTaBJIO BaM chiHa? OTIaM camoe JIOporoe Tem, KTO coMall MOIO KU3Hb?

— He cnermm, Aneccannpa! Ipomry te6s1, nogymaii. Eciu [I9fiMOH y3HaeT, 4To Tl BCE 3Ha-
elb, OH YHUITOXKUT TeOst! Tol eme ciummkom cnada, 4ToObl 1aTh €My JOCTOMHBINA OTIIOpP. YMOJISIO
TeOs1, Aneccanypa... Yesxkai!!! d yBepstio Te0s1, 4TO TBOUM ChIH ceiiyac B Oe3omnacHocTH. JlaBuHUSA
obo:xaet ero, cuntaer ceouM! Hu oHa, Hu [IpiiMOH HUKora He oouasaT ero! Thl ske Bcerga CMOXKeIb
BEPHYThHCHL. ..

— 3amommuunTe, — IpocTHO nepedmia e€ Aneccanapa. — Hu cioBa Oosbiire! 1 Hu Ha MUHYTY,
HU Ha CEeKYH]y OOJIbIIIe He OCTaHyCh B 9TOM IPOKJISITOM 3aMKe M HU 32 UTO HE OCTABJIIO 3/1€Ch ChiHA!
A BaM... Bam HUKOTI/12 HE 10OMTBHCSI MOETO MPOIIeHNs !

B nocnennmii pa3 6pocuB B3I HA CTApYIo Jibepy, AJleccanpa yrpsMo B3AEpHYIIa mogdopo-
JOK ¥ HAIpaBWJIaCh Ha TIOMCKU MYyKa...
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I'maBa 8

AJneccanpe XoTenoch Oexarb, Kak MOXKHO ObICTpee MYaThCsl HA BCTPEUy € CBIHOM, HO BMECTO
3TOro OHa efiBa mepeapurasia HoraMu. C KaxJbIM MPOUIEHHBIM IIarOM CHJIbl 3aKaHYMBAIUCh. OT
CJ1abOCTH KPYXKUJIach TOJIOBA, MeJIbKaJIM MYIIIKH Tiepe]] ri1a3amMu. Ho moHMMaHue Toro, 4rto Tjie-To
PAAOM TBOW HOBOPOK/IEHHBIN ChIH, 3ACTaBJISUIO €€ YIPSAMO UATH BIEPE.

OHa TOYHO 3HaJsa KyAa UATH.

MuHOBaB KOMHATy MYya, OHa CBEpHYJIa B OIUH 13 OOKOBBIX KOPUIOPOB U TOIILIa B TOCTEBOE
KkpbU10. OHa MoueMy-To OblJIa yBepeHa, 4YTO UMEHHO 3/1eCh [I9MIMOH MpsiyeT OT He€ ChiHa.

AJteccanipa OCTaHaBJIMBAJIACh y KaXkJIOM 3aKPHITOH JIBEPH, IIPUCITYIIABAJIAC, YOEKIaIach, YTO
B MOKOSIX HET HUKOTO, U TOJIbKO 3aTeM MPOJOJIKAIa UITH. Y/iaua YJIbIOHYIAch e, KOorJa sKeHIIMHA
yke oT4asiach Hatu ux. [logonas K kpaiHen ABepy, OHA YCbIaia TUXUU TOJIOC CBOETO MyXka U
CYACTJIMBBIN CMEX €T0 JKEHIIUHEI.

Jpoxarieit pykoil OHa cXBaTWJIach 32 PyUYKy JBEPU U MOTSAHYJA €€ Ha ceOsl.

JIBepb OECITyMHO OTKPBUIACh.

I'mazam Aneccanapel npejacTaia omeaoMIsAInas KapTuHa: JIaBuHus cuaena B MATKOM BUH-
TKHOM Kpeciie U Jepkasa Ha pykax Majbiia. E€ JIuIo cBETUIOCh OT CYacTbs, Ha rydax urpaia
yibiOKa. JIoOOBHMIIA Myka C BOCXMIIIEHHEM B3KpaJia Ha 1yK0ro peOEHKa, JIIoOoBaslach KaxI0u 4ep-
TOYKOM €r0 KPOXOTHOIO JIMIIA.

Bo3ne e€ Hor, npsamo Ha nony cuzen [IsiiMoH. OH ¢ Tako# JIIOOOBBIO CMOTpEN Ha HHX, YTO
AJneccanzipa Morjia TOJIbKO MO3aBUAOBATh UM.

Tenepb oHa yOenuniach, CBOMMU IMIa3aMU YBUJIENA, KK BBITISIAUT UCTUHHAS JTI0OOBb. OH HUKO-
rJa Tak He CMOTpEJI Ha HEE...

AJieccanzipa CMOTpesia Ha MX CYACTJIMBBIE JIULA, 4 Y CaMOM CEPALIE Pa3pblBAJIOCh HA YacTh. OHa
TIOHsIJIA: CTapast Jibepa OblIa mpasa, [[91MOH He oTaacT el peOEHKa.

"Ecau J]3iimon y3rnaem, umo mol 8cé 3Haeutb, oH yHuumocum meos! Tol ewyé caumkom craoa,
umobvl damv emy OOCMOLHbIL omnop. Ymonsiio mebds, Aneccanopa... Yezxncaii!!! A yeepsiro meos,
umo meoii ColH celiuac 6 bezonacrocmu. Jlasunus obosxcaem ezo, cuumaem céoum! Hu ona, nu /[3timon
Hukoz0a He 0oudsim e20! Toi dice 8cez0a cmoxcentb 6epHymMuCsi... " — BCTIOMHUIIA OHA CJI0BA CBEKPOBHU.

JI5IMOH YHUUTOXUT €€... OH NONIET Ha BCE JUIIb Obl cOepeyb TO, YTO UMEET.

A Aneccanzpa... Yto Moxer caenats oHa? Pa3Be TONbKO yIMUUTh Myka B OOMaHe U YCTPOUTh
CKaHJaJl.

JIn6o ynacth B HOTH JIpaKOHA M YMOJISITh, 3aKJIMHATH BCEMH OOTaMu OTHATh el peOCHKaA. ..

Ho 3Has kpyTo#i HpaB cynpyra, Ajleccanjipa IOHMMaJIa, YTO BCE YTOOBI OHA HE cjieiaia OyieT
TiieTHO. OHa TOJIBKO B OYEPEAHOMN pa3 YHU3UTCH...

ITo eé mekam cTekaim CiaE3bl OTYASTHUS.

3akycuB 10 601 ry0y, 4TOOBI He 3aKpUYaTh OT OOU/IbI, AJleccaH/ipa, 3aKpblia ABepb.

— 1 kasnyck... KisgHych BcemMu 6oramul, 4To BCKOpe BepHYCh U 3a0epy Tedsi! — ¢ xapom
TMpoIIIeNTasa OHa, 3aTeM pa3BepPHYJIACh U, CIOBHO MOOUTAst JBOPHSTA, MOILIeNach MPOYb U3 3aMKa...

C KaxJbpIM IPOIMIEHHBIM YaCOM, KapeTa Bc€ OOJbIIe OTAANSIACH OT 3aMKa, YHOCS AJieccaHipy
B HOBYIO KU3Hb.

B xu3Hb, r1e OHa OyJIeT COBEpILEHHO OfiHA...

Eil npuninoch nogaBuTh CBOM YyBCTBA, OHA 3aCTaBMJIa ceOsl OTCTYMUTh, YTOOBI KOrJa-HUOYIb
BEPHYThCS U TIOOSTUTD.

Celiuac e oHa OblIa CJIMIIKOM cia0a.

AJieccanjipa He MOIJIa IPOTUBOCTOSAATh KECTOKOMY JPAKOHY, HE MOIJIa MPENsITCTBOBATh EMY,
Kak ¥ He Moriia 3a0parth peOeHKa ¢ codort. OcmabieHHast pogaMu 1 OOJIE3HBI0, U3MYUCHHAsT JOPO-
rOM OHA JIeTJIa Ha jKECTKOE CHJIEHbE KApeThl M YCTaJIO MPUKpbUIA I1a3a. OHa 3Hana: MyTh MPEICTOUT
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HEOJIM3KUI U €CITM OHA XOUEeT MEePEeXUTh ITY IOPOTry, TO €l Hy’KHO 3aCTaBUTh ceOst OTI0XHYTh. Ho Kak
Obl OHA He CTapasach - yCHYTh He ToNTy4asiock. EE rosoBy He MOKUIaIM TPEBOXKHBIE MBICIIU, OHA BCEH
AyIION pBaJlach BEPHYThCS Ha3a/l. AJleccaH/ipa BHOBb cella U, MOTSHYBIIUCH, BHIIVISIHYJIA B OKHO.

CHapyXu, MOHOTOHHO M O€3HaJEkKHO, B CTaTh €€ HACTPOCHUIO, MIEN OXK/b, U3-3a Yero, 1o
MOITIEHHOW KaMHSIMU JIOpOTe, CTeKAI W3BMIIMCTHIE pydyeiku. Cam ke MyTh MPOXOIMI Yepe3 y3Koe
yIIeJbe: C OMHON CTOPOHBI TOpa, C IPYyroil — OOpPHIB.

"TonbKO CMeJbuaK WM TJIyIel] PelIdTcsl Ha Mepees3s] B Takylo Morogy," — rnogymMana Ajec-
CaH/Ipa U CHEUIHO OTCTPAHMIIACh OT OKHA.

[NoynoOHee yCcTpOMBIIKCH HA CKaMbe, OHA TIOTPY3WIach B BOCIOMUHAHUSL. ..

INepen e€ rma3zamMu OTYETIIMBO BCIUIBLT AeHb UX CBaAbOBL. OX, KaKOM ke CYaCTIIMBOU OHA ObLa,
KOTJIa KPElIbl...

O, bornu!

[ouemy oHa paHbllle He IOAyMaJia O HUX.

Kpeupt! Bot k1o momoxer eit! OHa 10/KHA IPSIMO cefiyac pacckasarh um!

['maza e€ monbIXHY M OYHTApHBIM OTHEM, CEp/lle BOTHUTEBHO 3acTyvaso. KeHIHa pe3Ko
Pa3BepHy/Iach M HauaJla KOJIOTUTh KYJIAKOM TI0 CTEHKE KapeThl.

— OcranoBu! — 3akpruana oHa. — [IpukaspiBao Tede, HeMeIJICHHO OCTAaHOBH Kapery!

C Tpynom 10K JaBIIKCh, KOT/IA JIOHIAAb 3aMEJUTUT CBOHM XOJ], OHA pacliaxHyJia ABEpIly U, BBICY-
HYBIIIMCh U3 HEE rOJIOBOM, MPOKPHYAa BOSHUYEMY:

— PasBopauunaii!

— K-k-Kkak pa3BopaunBaTh? — MYKUHHA, YTO CUEN HA MEpeIKe, YIUBIEHHO OKPYIIIIII I71a3a.

— PazBopaumBaii, roBopio Tebe!

— He nonosxeHo, Jbepa. — OH NOKayaJl roJIOBOM. — Y MeHs IIPUKa3 OT XO35MHa, OTBE3TH BacC
B TIOMECTbE JIa TaM U OCTaBUTb...

— K uépry npukas! K nemony [IsiimoHa! — sipOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa keHIIMHA. — I emeé noka
TBOsI TOCTIOXA M Thl 00sI3aH MOBUHOBATLCS MHe! Pa3BopaunBaiicst v, Kak MOXKHO ObICTpee, TOHU CBOIO
kJstuy! Ham HyXHO 10 TeMHa ipuObITh B Xpam CusieHsl !

— Ho... — Havan 6110 BO3HUYMIA, HO AJIecCaH/Ipa TaK Ha HEro MOCMOTPeEJa, YTO TOT He OCMe-
JIUJICS €1 IepeYnTh.

[NoHypuB ronoBy u npodypuaB 4ToO-To cede MO HOC, OH MOTSHYJ BOXKH B CTOPOHY.

JoBonbHast coOoil AJleccaHpa 3aHsiIa MPEXHEE MECTO U C TMOPaXKaoIMM 3JI0PaJCTBOM,
Havasa 0O yMbIBaTh, Kak OHa 000 BCE pacckakeT kpetam. OHa Oblia yBepeHa, 4TO OHU HEPEMEHHO
HakaxyT [iiMoHa 3a oOmaH. Ho riaBHOe, OHU BEepHYT el ChiHa !

Heoxunanno, nmpsimo nof Hell paszfajics Tpeck JiomaeMoro koseca. Kapera pesko népHynach u
HakpeHWach. He ynepikasimch, Aneccanzipa ynajia u yaapuiach TolIoBOM 00 Kpail MPOTUBOIOJIOK-
HOM ckambH. OT 6071 moTeMHeo B r1a3zax. CJIOBHO yepe3 TOIMIIY BOABI 10 He€ JOHECCs UCITyTaHHBIH
KPUK BO3HUYETO:

— Bribupaiitecs, rocnioxkal... Kapera ceiiuac copsércsi ¢ oopwiBal... 9 He cmory omro eé€ yaep-
KUBATh!...

CpenaB NOMBITKY BCTaTh, AJieccaHipa cO CTOHOM yrajia 0OpaTHO. 3a)aB ToJI0By pyKaMH OHa
3aKpHyasa OT CTPAITHON OOJIH. ..

CozHanue e€ yraciio He cpa3dy. Eié kakoe-To Bpemsi OHa CJibllliajia BOIIM BO3HUYETO, U ke
ycriesia yBUIETh B OTKPBIBIIEHCS JBEpIIE ero MOMHbIN yKaca B3I, ..

3areM KapeTa INpHIUIA B JIBUKEHHE, BOZHUYMI IPHITKO OTCKOYMJ B CTOPOHY, a €€ camy
HaKpbUIO CMIACUTENIbHON TEMHOTOM. ..
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I'maBa 9

— MMMM... — MYYHUTEIbHbIA CTOH CPBIBACTCH C I'Y0.

OTt 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOTO T0JI0Ca UCITyTaHHO B3/IParuBalo M OTKPBIBAIO 71a3a. beccMbICieHHbIM
B3IVISIOM CKOJIBXKY IO UJIEAJIbHO TOOEIEHHOMY MOTOJIKY...

4 uro xe ocranace xkuBa? HepepositHo! Kak BooOI11e MOKHO BEIKUTB, KOTJIA TBOIO JIETKOBYIIKY
cMuHaeT 1of cedst orpomHast ¢pypa? Ho s ke B CO3HaHMM M YyBCTBYIO O0JIb, YTO TYNBIMU THIYKAMH
OTHAET BO BCEM TeJle... A 9TO 3HAYMT OJHO - 51 BbIKWJIA B TOM CTPAIIIHOM aBapyU U cefiuac HaXOXYCh...
B OopHULE?

Heeer...

PonHble cTeHbl OOMBHUIIBI, B KOTOPBIX 51 IpoBesia Oojiee AECSTH JIeT Ha AOKHOCTH TJIAaBHOTO
aKyllep-rMHeKoora, 51 Obl cpa3y y3Hazna. [Io oqHoMy 3anaxy ornpeaenuial

Torna roe a?

ITpunogHUMaloCh Ha JIOKTSX M HAUMHAIO O3UPAThCS [0 CTOPOHAM.

"Uro 3a..." — OT yBUJIEHHOT'O B3PBIBAETCS MO3T.

KomHara, B KOTOpO#i 51 HaX0XKyChb, HeOOIbIIIast ¢ OpeBEHYATHIMU CTEHAMU U JIEPEBSHHBIM T10JIOM,
3aCTeJIeHHBIM JIOMOTKAaHBIMU KOBpUKamMH. MeOeu 31eCh BCero HU4ero: y CTeHbl CTOUT MACCUBHBIN
mKad, y OKHa KPYIVIbI CTOJI, IOKPBITBIA aKypHOU Cali(peTKOM, BO3JIE HETO HECKOJIBKO CTYJbEB C
MOTEPTOCTAMM.

Bcs meGenb craprHHasi, CJIOBHO 5 [IEpeHecach Ha MHOTO BEKOB Ha3a] M OKa3ajlach B FOCTAX
y CBOEH TparparnparpadadyIiku. ..

Ho pasBe Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

Orasiesio majao Ha3ajl Ha MOYIIKY U MBITAIOCh MOHATH: YTO S JIeJIal0 Ha 9TOM y3KOH KpOBaTH
Y Kak 5 BooOl1e nomnasa crogaa’?

Iocnennee, YTO MOMHIO — 3TO KaK KaKOW-TO KO3EJ MEPEropouil MHe MPoe3/l, a 3aTeM B MOIO
MalllHYy Ha BCel CKOpOCTU BiieTes Oosblierpys. S naxe Oomu omyTuth He yenena! Tonbko crpax,
MIAHUKA, a 3aTeM yAap U TEMHOTA...

CoBeplIeHHO HEOKHMJAHHBIH, PE3KUIl BCKPUK KAKOTO-TO MYKUMHBI 3aCTaB/ISIET MEHs €Ba JIU
HE COCKOUUTS ¢ nocteu. CaepKUBaeT JIUIb TO, YTO CyAs MO OILYIIEHUAM, O[] IPOCTHIHEH 51 coBep-
IIIEHHO Harasl.

— Jla He opu Thl! — ¢ coceJHero NoMelIeH!s] JOHOCUTCS CTPOrMiA OKPUK HE3HAKOMOW MHE
JKEHIMHBI.

HeusBecTHOCTB Myraer, HO y3HaTh I7Ie 51, M KaK Tornaia ciofia MHe ObLIIO JKU3HEHHO HEOOXOAMMO.

Cryckato HOTH € TTOCTENTH, CakyCh M oOMaThIBaio ceOsi mpocThiHeil. [locne MeaeHHo mogHMa-
10Ch, 3AMHUPAI0 HA Mapy CEKYyHJ, Jal0 HOraM IpUBBIKHYTh K Harpyske, 3aTeM, MOpIIAch OT OOJH, Uy
B TOM HallpaBJIeHUH, OTKYAA CJBILLIATCS roJI0ca.

OcraHaBIMBAIOCh Y JBEPHOIO MPOXOJIa U PHIBKOM OTAEPrUBaIO0 B CTOPOHY 3aHABECKY, UTO 3aMe-
HSIET 3[€Ch JBEPb.

B TOT k¢ MOMEHT J1B€ Mapbl KOJIIOYMX I71a3 MBITIMBO BIIMBAIOTCS MHE B JIMLIO.

Ilepeno MHOI My’KUMHA JIET COPOKA U XEHILMHA IpecTapesoro Bozpactra. OH, OrOJEHHBIN 110
TNOSIC, CHIMT Ha CTYJle, CMOTPHT BpaxAeOHO Tak, 6abyJibKa ke, CTOMT y Hero 3a CIIMHOW 1 HEOBOJILHO
XMYPHTCS TIPU BUJIE MEHSI.

— Yero Bcrana? — Koiko OpocaeT, 3aTeM MalleT pyKOi 1, He TePIISIIM BO3PaXEHHs TOHOM,
KoMaHyeT: — PaHo Tebe emé! A Hy cTynaii oOpaTHO B IOCTEb !

Sl e He MOT'y IJ1a3 OTOPBATh OT €€ OKPOBABJIEHHBIX MAJIBLIEB, B KOTOPbIX 3aKaTa UIJIA.

— Komy rosopio, — npopomkaet 6yxTeTs 6adka. — Crymaii ooparao! Ceifuac ero jomronaro,
— KUBAaeT Ha CIIMHY MYKHKa, — a Mocjie K Tede Mpujy.

E€ ciioBa 3Byyar Kak-T1o He coBceM oOHagxkuBatonie. Ckopee ycTpaliaoole. ..
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[Tsruych Ha3a/ ¥ BO3BpAIIAlo0 3aHABECKY Ha MECTO.

— Kr0 0oHa? — cibliy 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN IOJIOC MYKUHMHBI.

— He TtBOero yma neno! — psiBkaer 6aOka B OTBeT.

- Kpacnnugas... — TAHET MyXUK U 3aMOJIKAET.

Ho yxe depe3 nmapy ceKyH[1 10 MOHX YIIIei JOHOCUTCSI OOJIe3HEHHBIH CTOH, U s IOHUMAI0: OadKa
MPOIOJIKIIIA "IITONATh" ...

3HAuUT y MEHs €CTb BPEMS...

Ectb Bpems Ha uto? YUto 4€pT BO3bMU 34€CH POUCXOIUT?

To, uto st He GONBHUIIE, U JIa)Ke He B TOpojie s yxe NoHsa. Toraa rue?

[MpakTrueckn OeromM yCTpeMJISIoch K OKHY M BHIIVISZIBIBAI0 B HETO: B3MJIsAJ YTHIKAeTCs Ha
BaJIbSDKHO BBIIIATMBAIOIIETO MeTyXa 1o JBopy. OH CJIOBHO APa3HUT Ty COOaKy, YTO CUAMT Ha IENH
OKO0JIO OyzKH. [IBOp OKPYXEH BBICOKMM 3a00pOM, MOSTOMY YTO 32 HUM MHE BujaHO. Ho u Toro, uro
CMOTJIa YBUJIETD IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI TIOHSIT...

bariomiku!

4 uro B nepeBHe? Kak? Korna? U 3auem s 31ech?

Huuero ne nonumaro!

Mpicv B TaHUKE MEUyTCsl, TeJI0 HaYMHAeT OUTh KPyITHasl APOXKb, & HOTH MpeJaTeIbCKy MOl
KaIlIMBaIOTCSI.

[TpuxoanTcst CXBaTUTHCS 3a Kpall CToONA, YTOOBI YCTOSITh HAa HOTaX.

['my6GOKO M YacTo JIbIIIy, CTapaloch B3SITh Ce0s1 B PYKU.

"be3 manukwu, Jlapuca! be3 manuku! — pa3 3a paszom moBTopsito cede. — HyxkHO mpocto
coOpatbcs!"

[MpaBwibHO! 111 Havata HyKHO TIpUBeCTH ceOs B mopoOaronmid Buj. He mait 6or npuaércs
Oexarb ¢ TOro JIoMa, a Ha MHE OJJHa MPOCTHIHS. [IpOX0KYCh B3IVISI0M MO0 KOMHATE — BEIleld MOMX
HeT.

Moxer tam?

B HeckobKO 11aroB Mogxoxky K mkady, pacnaxupaio ABEpIibl ¥ K3yMIIEHHO 3aCTHIBAIO TIPU BUIE
HE3HAKOMKH, YTO CMOTPUT Ha MEHS M3 OTPaKEHHS 3epKaa.

CoBcem Mooasi IEBUIIA C KOITHOM CBETIIBIX BBIOLIMXCS BOJIOC CMOTPUT HA MEHSI OTPOMHBIMH,
MeYaIbHBIMU T71a3aMH. ['yObl €€ yIuMBIEHHO NIPUOTKPBITHI, OPOBU M30THYTH "JOMHKOM'. JleByIiKa
CKMMAaeT TIPOCTHIHIO y ce0s1 Ha TPpyIu U OECIEPEMOHHO ISUTUTCS HAa MEHSL. ..

ITocroitre!

[NomHrMaro pyKy ¥ MajibliaMH Kacaloch MIEKU - OHA MOBTOPsIET 32 MHOU. TsHY TyObl B yJIbIOKe
— U Ta TOXE Tak gejiaer!

Mawmouka mosi! Heysxenu 31a geBuiia — HoBast 517

Ho kak xe...?

1, peasucTKa 10 MO3ra KOCTed, HUKOTIa He BeprJia BO BCSKME TaM repeceseHus aymr... Cve-
sIach HaJl TIOAPYTaMH U YTBEPXKJaJla, YTO UHBIX MUPOB He ObIBaeT!

Brixonur, s ormoanacs?

A B TOI1 3JI0NIOTYYHOI aBapuM 51 yMepJia U MOsl Iyllia EPeMECTHIIACh B TEJIO 3TOM KPacOTKU?

W na, HecMoTpst Ha ONIETHOCTH KOKHM, MEIIKH TIOfI TJIa3aMH, U OTPOMHBIN CUHSIK, PaCIUIbIBAIO-
IIUICS y HeE 110 JIUITY, s C yBEPEHHOCTHIO MOIJIa CKa3aTh, UTO JEBYIIKA, B TEJIO KOTOPOM MOMaia MOsI
JyIia, oueHb Kpacuna!

Hanetoch, KpacuBO He TOJIBKO JIMIIO, HO U TeJ0?

PacniaxuBaio Kpasi MPOCTBIHM U C Y’KacOM paccMaTpuBaio ero. Mo€ Tejao HarloMHHAeT OIUH
CILTONIHOM cHHSIK. CTaHOBHUTCS SICHO OTYEro BCE Tak OONHT...

Ito *k rae e€... Tepy Th1! Mens, Tak NpuIoKUIO?

Barmsz 3acTeiBaeT Ha rpyOOM, KpUBOM IIIBE, CAETaHHOM Ha Oefpe.

Mpaaa... MoxHO Obl ¥ TIOAKKypaTHeH 3amuTh. Terneps BOT, YPOIJIMBBIN IIIPaM OCTAHETCH. ..
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[Nepemermnaioch B3MJISA0M BbIIIIE... TUXUH, HEMPOU3BOJIBHBINA BCKPUK CPHIBAETCS C I'yO OT BHIA
APsIOIIOTO KUBOTA C PACTSIKKAMIL. ..

He 6ynp s BpauoM, BO3MOXHO OBl M HEe MpUaJia 3HAYEHUs] STOMY, HO 51 Cpa3y ke TMOHUMAIO:
AEBYIIIKA COBCEM HEAABHO POXKaJa...

Ho pa3 ona 10 4... To 3Haywr...

O boru!

4 crana mamon?
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I'nmasa 10

B nporioii )ku3HY 51 M KOTEHKA He MOIJIa MO3BOJMTH ceOe 3aBecTu! bosinack, ¢ royofy cI0XHeT.

Sl v joma To mpakTUYecKU He ObiBasia. [JJHeBasa M HoueBasa B OOJbHULE. A KOra yMYIpsJIach
MOTACTh IOMOM, TYT ke pa3aaBajics 3BoHOK: "Jlaprca HukonaeBHa, y Hac cpouHsle ponbl!”, mpuxo-
JWJIOCh TYT K€ eXaTb 0OpaTHo.

C TakuM TeMnom padoThl 51 O JETAX U BOBCE MeUTaTh HE CMeJa.

Kak ymynpuiach 3aMyk BBICKOYMTB IPaKTUYECKH 1of TpuauarHuk ? Cama He nonnmarwo. Ho n
MyX JOJITO HE 3aJEepKaJICs, HE BbIIEPKAJ TaK CKa3aTh, HE CMOT TEPIETh BEYHO IPOIAJAIONIYIO JKEHY.

Ymén co coBamu "Thl, Jlapucka, cioXHelb Ha 9TOi cBoel padote!"

BripoueM, npuMepHO Tak MOy YUIIOCH.

B ToT 37101051y 4HBII AEHDb g KaK pa3 exajia Ha padory...

"On, a KTO e Tenepb y 30MKU POABI-TO MPUMET? — HEOXKUIAHHASA MBICIIb ITPOCTO B30pBaja
Mo MO3r. — Y Hac ke KOHTpakT! A Mapus CepreesHa kak? Ou, a Oupra... Onbra Boponuosa... Eit
XK€ poKaTh Yepe3 HeCKOJIBbKO JHel ! — ¢ ry0 copBasicst MyduTenbHbli cToOH. — Tak, Jlapuca, He naHu-
Kyi! — npukasana cebe. — B pomggome, nomumo 1e6s1, paboTaeT emme HeCKOJIbKO 3aMevaTelIbHbIX, a
IJIaBHOE OTIBITHBIX aKyIepoB. Bot, Harpumep, [1aBen BacuibeBry — Bpau ot 6ora! OH HenmpeMeHHO
NPUMET POAibl y TBOEH MOJONEYHOM 1 0053aTENIbHO YCIIOKOUT Ype3MEPHO BIeUaTIUTENbHYI0 Mapuio!
Toi yurie o cebe nopymaid... [locroiite, a s — 310 KT0?!"

4l momnpiTasach BCIOMHUTB XOTb YTO-TO, HO HU MMEHU, HU CBOETO IIPOMCXOXKIEHUS 51 HE NTOM-
Hiia. Kak u He 3Hana toro, rie ceiiyac Moy pe6€Hok! S BooOIe HUYero He MOMHMIIA, CJIOBHO KTO-
TO OCHOBATEJIbHO NIOKOMNAJICA B MOEU T'0JIOBE M ITOAYUCTUI TaM BCE BOCIIOMUHAHUSA.

S BHOBB IIPOILIIACH ITIa3aMHU IO CBOEMY OTPAKEHUIO. ..

NurepecHo, k1o e€ Tak? BepHee, meHs. Ha 1eBUOHKe ke MecTa KMBOIO HeT!

— Yero ycraBunace? — pa3fajnoch pe3KOeE 3a CIMHOM.

B3aporHyB oT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, 5 3allaXHYJIA Kpasi IPOCTBIHU U 00EpHYJIaCh.

B mpoxoze crosiia 6adka, nepka B pyKax Kakue-To TpAKU. [1oqo3puTesibHO MpUIy pyB I71a3a,
OHa IPOLIACh IO MHE BHUMATEJILHBIM B3IVIA0M, 3aTEM IIOJOILIA K KPOBAaTHA M KMHYJIa Ha HEE CBOIO
HOMLIY.

— Ha Bor, onenbcs! — Opocuna oHa, pa3BepHYyJiach U, MAPKAOIMMHU IIaraMu, 1ouuia npoyb
u3 KoMmHatel. Ho B mpoxozme ocraHoBWJIach M, He oOopaumMBasich, nodaBmna: — Kak oneHembes,
BbIxozu. [Tokopmitio Te0s1.

Hackopo HatsiHyB Ha ceOst COPOUKY, a TMoBepX e€ HajleB JIErKoe CBOOOIHOE TUIaThe, 51 MOCTIe-
II1JIa 3a HE.

He Tteprieniock paccripocuts 6a0Ky ¥ y3HaTh XOTh UTO HHOYAb O cebe. Ho, kK MoeMy BelmKoMy
OrOPYEHHIO, CTapyXa OKa3aJlachb HEMHOTOCJIOBHOM.

— I'ne 17 — ObLJI0 NEPBBIM, UTO 5 y HEE CIIPOCUJIA.

Ha 4t0 nonyumnna coBceM He BEXKIMBOE:

— Em, naBait! He Tpemnucs!

4l He rotoBa ObLIa TEPIETh TAKOTO MPEHEOPEKUTEIBHOTO K ce0e OTHOIICHHSI.

— Cnacu60, He roJI0iHa, — XOJIOTHO MPOU3HECIA, U, OTJIOKUB JIOKKY, XOTeJ1a ObLIO yKe BCTaTh
U3-3a CTOJIa, HO CTapyXa, YBUJIEB 3TO, yke MArye Jo0aBuiIa:

— Kaxk noenib, noroBopum...

KuBHyB, s 32 HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT YITPaBHJIACh C YAIIKOH CyIa U, OTOAABUHYB €€ OT ceOsl, BHOBb
CIpocua:

— Kro a?

Crapyxa ycenach HalIpOTUB U CMEPUJIA MEHS JOJITUM 33yMUYUBBIM B3IJIAOM.

— CoBceM HMYEro He NOMHUIIB?
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$I MOTHYJ1a TOIOBOM.

— 3T0 ¥ He yAMBUTEIILHO, — OHa Toskasa redamu. — C TaKUMH-TO paHaMU Ha TOJIOBE...

Pyka MarmmHanbHO MOTSHYIACh K BOJIOCaM M OIITyTIajia TojloBy. B palioHe BUCKa, Ha 3aThIJIKE...
Aa IMOBCIOAY MPOMIYIIBIBAJIMCH €ABA 3aTAHYBIINECA PAHBI.

— 41 e TeOs1 MPaKTUYECKH C TOrO CBETa BBITAIIMIA, — TEM BpeMeHeM IMpofokaia 6adka. —
B Kako#i-TO MOMEHT Jjaxe JyMasia, 4To Thl yMepia... A HeT, )KUBydYasl OKa3ajach, 3a/IblIIaa.

— Ho kak s nomnana k Bam?

— Tak Apcenuii Te0s1 nmpuBonoK. Hamén, roBoput Te0s1 Ha JHE MPOIacTH, a PsiIoM Kapera
pazouTas.

— A peOGEHOK? — 5 ¢ BOJIHEHHMEM TIoflasiach BIiepén. — Manener Tam Obut?

— He 6pu10 60stbie HUKOTO. ThI OHA TaM ObLIA.

— Ho MO€ Teno... — s pacTepssHHO OTKMHYJIACh HA CIIMHKY CTysna. — MHe, KaxkeTcs, 1 COBCEM
HeJaBHO powia. [ie HoBopok1eHHbIN?

— 3T0r0 1, AEBKAa, HE 3HAIO...

B 3TOT MOMEHT CO ABOpa pa3zaics 3aIMBHUCTHIN Jail coOaku. Ctapyxa BCTpeneHys1ach, U, CyeT-
JIMBO TOJICKOYMB CO CTYJIa, TIOJOILTA K OKHY.

— HeyxTto komy momoip Hy)kHa? — MpoOOpPMOTaia OHa, BIJISIIBIBAsCh B OKHO. — [Ipuexan
KTO-TO... — co0aKa yke He ITPOCTo Jiasiya, a ppajia. — MyxkuuHa... Kapera 6oraras, cam ofeT JaaHo.
Takue Monmu yciayramu OpesryioT. Tel, IeBKa, - OHa TiepeBesia B3 Ha MeHs. — Crynaii-ka B
KomHarty. la Hoca He cMell IOKa3blBaTh, IOKA ITOT HE YHJIET.

U kak Obl MHE He OBLIO JIIOOOTBITHO YBU/IETh, KOTO 3TO TaM IIPUHECTIO, 1 HE CTajla MePEeUMTh.
Bcrasna, HO He ycriena ¥ mary cziesiath, Kak IBepb C TPOXOTOM pacrlaxHysiach B KOMHATY BJIeTeN pa3b-
HpéHHbeI MYK4YMHaA. OH BIIWICH B MEHSA ITOTEMHEBIINMU OT 3JIO6I>I 1azaMu 1 € €ro INEpPEeKOMICHHBIX
ry0 cOpBaJIOCh:

— Aueccannpa! Kugasi...

51 maxe cooOpa3uTh He ycresa, Kak OH yke ObLT psiioM co MHOW. CXBAaTHB 3a TOPJIO, OH CO BCE
CUJIBbI BIIeHYaTaJl MCHS B CTCHY.

— Tsl, OpsAHB Takasi, YTO yaymasia? — MPOIIUIIET OH, OOKUrask MO T'yObl CBOMM JIBIXaHHUEM. -
Coexarb yrymana? 3abbiia, Kak s odemiat Tede et ciioMaTh?

OxpyrmB r1a3za OT 0e30TYETHOrO yKaca, s CMOTpesia Ha COBEpPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOIo MHE
Oe3ymIia.

Kt0 on? Yrto emy Hy:xHO OT MeHs1? Kak OH cMeeT Tak co MHOU obparatbesa? 4 uro... xkepTBa
JOMAlHero Hacuius?

Mmue 6LI CIIPOCUTD, Y3HATh, HO B TOT MOMECHT I HE TO YTO CJIOBa CKa3aTbh HE MOIJI4, 4 BAOXHYTb
He B cuiiax Obutal

Sl moHMMana ToIbKO OHO, TO €CJIH 51 ceiiuac MPOAOIIKY Oe3IeCTBOBATh, TO OH JIMOO IIel0 MHE
CBEpHET, 60 3aaymmT. CoOpaB OCTaTKU CUJI, s CO BCEW CHIIBI IBUHYJIa €My MEXIY HOT...

My>x4rHa 3ammmren ot 00Ju, U, 0 4ya0, ocladuI XBaTKy. PBaHO aplma, st crapanach ycneTb
HAJBIIIATHCS, TIPEXK]IEC YeM OH yCIieeT MPUITH B cebs1. [laxke MmorbITanach U3BEPHYThCS M OTOEKATD,
HO MOIITHBIM PHIBKOM ObLTa MpHKaTa 0OpaTHO.

— AX THL...

OH cxan KyJak 1 3aMaxHyJIcs, s JKe 3aKpblIa I1a3a, roToBsCch K ynapy. Ho, HeoxumaHHO 1ist
ce0s1, MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KAK 3TOT YOI Pa3kajl CBOM MaJIbLIBI.

— He cmeit Tporath e€! — pasznanock coBcem psigomM. — Tporeriib, yobio!

OTKpBIB 171232, 51 YBUZAENA, YTO TO33M MOEro MyUHTells, C BIJIAMU B pyKax, CTOMT OaOKa.
VriepeB 3yObsi BUJI €My B CIIMHY, OHa TIOBTOPHJIA:

— Tpownemnib, yobio! A 3aKOHHUKaM CKaxy, YTO caM HAropOJICH. ..
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Ero nuuo yauBia€HHO BHITATUBAETCS.

Jlocana BriEpeMEIIKY CO 3JI0CThIO Y HEHABUCTBIO OTPAXKAETCA B €T0 B3MVIAIE.

Ero B3msAn - mpurosop.

— Bcé€, BcE, — OH BBICTaBIISET JIAJOHU NIepes cCOOO0H M IPUMUPUTENBHO No0aBiseT: — 5 xouy
ITPOCTO MOrOBOPUTb.

4l ke BUKY TIBLTAIOIINIA, OYHTApPCKUA OTOHb B €r0 B3MVISE W MOHMMAIO: MOs CyAbOa pelleHa,
OH IIPOCTO OTCPOYMJI CBOW IIPUTOBOP.

[MepeBoxy B3I Ha 6aOKy, MBICIICHHO B3BIBAIO K HEH, MPOIIY HE BEPUTh €My, HO OHa UTHO-
pHUpyeT MOM MOCBUI M OTCTyNAET. biiaro BBl mpogokaeT qepxkarb HaroToOBE.

— l'oBopu, a moToM ymartbiBaii orcioga!l — MallleT BUJIaMy Ha JABEpb.

MykunHa 6pocaeT Ha MeHsI OCIIeIHUI YHUUTOKAIOIINIA B3IJISA, 3aTeM OTXOIUT K CTOJTY U TIO-
XO3AWCKM YCTPAUBAETCA 32 HUM.

— ¢ 6BI XOTEJ IeperoBOPUTH CO CBOEH XKEHOM HaeJUHE, — IPOM3HOCHUT PaccialblIeHHO, CIIOBHO
Y He ObLIO HMYETO.

OT ero coB MeHsI Kak TOKOM YAapuJIO, a IO CITUHE Mpodeskal Xononok. Heysxkenu sTot nzsepr
MOU Myx?

O1asiesio CMOTPIO Ha HEro, OH Ha MeHs. ['yObl ero TAHYTCS B yXMBbUIKE, U OH JOOABIISET:

— Pa3zBe Tb1 Gouibest MeHst, Aneccanapa?

Botock i s ero? Ouens! § SBCTBEHHO MOHMMAIO: MOW CyNpyr — aOblo3ep u ncuxonat! U
TaKMM HeT MecTa B oOmiecTBe. Takux, Kak OH, HyXKHO Cpa3y ke 3aKpbIBaTh, O€3 pasHUIIBI T1e — B
TIOPbME WJIN TICUXYILIKE.

Ho u nokaszarsb, 4T0 MHE CTPAIIHO, HEMb34.

C TpyznoMm nepecTaBisio ApoXKaliue HOTH, IOAX0XKY K CTOIY M CaXyCh. 3aHUMAIO TOT CTYJI, YTO
CTOMT JJaJIbIIIe BCeX OT Hero. YToObl ake eciy U 3aX0Tell yAApUTh, He CMOT I0CTaTh.

— Hy? — 0oH cBEp/IUT MOIO CIIACUTENIBHUILLY UCTIENEIISIOIIUM B3IVISAA0M. — YUIENb Thl HAKO-
Hell WA HeT?

Bpocaio BcTpeBoXkeHHbIH B3I Ha 6a0OKy. He xouy utoObl oHa yxoguia. C Hell Kak-To cro-
KOHHee.

Ho oHa, k MoeMy orop4eHuio, KMBaeT, OIycKaeT BUJIbI U yxoguT. Ho He Ha ynuiy, Kak TOro
XOTEJI MOM CYIPYT, a B COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATY.

bilaroBepHBIi pazapakyUTEIBHO MOPIIUTCS, 3aT€EM OTKUABIBAETCS Ha CIMHKY CTYJIa U ITPOXO-
JUTCS 10 MHE HAaCMELUIMBBIM B3MIsAA0M. Ero miaza OnykaaioT Mo CUHSAKaM Ha JIMLE, CIYCKaIoTCA
HIKe — Ha 1ielo. [Ipy Buje CBeXUX OTYETIMBBIX OTMETHH OT CBOMX MAJIbLIEB, I'yObI €r0 JOBOJIBHO
pacTAruBaloTC.

"TouHo mcux"", — Aymarto 51, HaOMoaast 32 HUM.

— I'ne ®ununn? — HeoXXUAAHHO PE3KO CIpAIIUBAET, OTYETO S B3JParuBaio U B HEAJOYMEHUN
CMOTPIO Ha HETo.

— dummnn? — nIyno noBTopsA 3a HUM. — K10 3107

MyX)uMHa C pOCTBI0 CKMMAET KyJaK, 3aMaxMBaeTCs Haj CTOJIOM, HO He yjapseT. Ero pyka
3aMHUpaeT B IApe MUUIMMETPaX OT CTOJIELIHULIBI, OH KOCUTCS B CTOPOHY 3aHABECKH, 32 KOTOPOU CKPbI-
BaeTcs 6abKa, U C TSKETBIM B3/I0XOM TPSTYET PYKY IO CTOJI.

PriBkOM nonaércsa Bnepen.

— He wurpaii co mHO#, Aneccanipa, — HEAUT CKBO3b CXKaThle 3yOBbl.

C HanyIeHHbIM Oe3pa3iMyieM OTBEeYalo:

— $1 He MOHMMal0, O KOM BBI CIIpaIlIMBaeTe, cynapb. S1 BooOIe He IMOHMUMAIO, YTO BaM OT MEHS
HyxHO? KTO BBHI?
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— Cynapb? — eiBa Ji1 He 3a]pIXaeTcsi OT CMexa.

C nopaxaroImum CIOKOWCTBUEM XKy, KOTla 3TOT MPUAYPOK BIOBOJb HACMEETCS U HAKOHEI]
OOBSICHUT UTO K YeMy.

— Thl pemmia mojg AypouKy 3aKOCHTh? — Tpojpoimkaer oH. — AX s noHsun! Tel otnanach
KOHIOXY JIMIIIb Obl OH cripsitai Te0s1 oT MeHA? Tak rae @wmunmn? Obemao Tede, ero cMepTh OyaeT
OBICTPOIA.

— He cmeiite ockopOnsaTe MeHsi! — 1 BCE ke He BBIICP/KMBAIO M CPHIBAIOCH HA KPUK. — S1
JeWCTBUTEIbHO HIYero He oMHI0! {1 He momHIo HY cebs1! Hu Bac! Kakoil-To Myx4rHa MPUHEC MEHS
B 9TOT JIOM, CKa3aB, YTO HAIIE MeHsI Ha JTHE MTPOMACTH, PSIJIOM C pa30MTON KapeTor. X03siKa 3TOro
J0OMa BBIXOIWJIA MEHS, HO, BUJVMO TpU MaJAeHUU 51 CUJIbHO YAApUiIach TOJIOBOM, OTTOTO MOTEpsiia
MaMsITh!

3amMoIKaio, xJ1y XOTh KaKOW-TO peakllid, HO My:KYMHA MOTYUT. CMOTPUT TaK, YTO IMOJ, CTON
CripsiTaThes XoueTcst. Ho BMECTO 3TOro s pelmTesIbHO JOOABIISIO:

— Ho naxe He nmomMHs ceOst, 1 He MO3BOJIIO BaM TaKk cO MHOUM oOpamarbcs. MyX Bbl MHE WU
HET, BB JIOJDKHBI C YyBaXKEHHEM KO MHE OTHOCHThLCS. Tak 4To BIpeap QyMaiTe, 4To ToBopuTte!

Bce 311 cnoBa s BRIrOBOpUiIa paKTHUECKH 3aJ1oM. He 3Hato, YTo CIOJABHITIO MEHS K TAKOMY
OeccTpalmio: To Jii COOCTBEHHAsI CAMOYBEPEHHOCTb, TO JIM TIPUCYTCTBHUE 32 CTCHOW OA0KU C BUJIAMU.

Ho npaxe mocie MouX HamibIX peueit OnaroBepHbIid MOTYUT. OH MPOAOTKAET CBEPIUTh MEHS
B3MJISAJIOM, XMYPHTCSI, €0 TyObl KPUBSITCS.

KomHaTy OKyTBhIBaeT Takasi THIIIMHA, YTO B yIIIaX 3BEHMT.

OH BCE eleé CMOTPUT, TOJIBKO TETIEPh IIPSMO B I71a3a, HE BbIEPAKUBAIO U IEPBOIM OTBOXKY B3IJISII.

— A 3Haels, 51 Bepio Tede, — HEeOKHUIAHHO C XOJIOJHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM OTBevaeT. — MHaue
T OBl HE OCMeJIIJIach TaK TOBOPUTh CO MHOM. UTO X, pa3 Thl HUUETO He MIOMHHUIIb, MHE MPUAETCS
HAIIOMHHUTH Tebe. ..

Ha nmapy cexyH1 3amMOJIKaeT 1 3a[yM4rUBO O0apadaHUT NajblaMy 10 CTOITY.

— 4 Jlsiimon ['panj, a Th Most 3aKoHHas xeHa Anieccanpa ['pana. Ho Bckope Ham Opak Oyner
pacTopruyT. { yxe nmpuKasai HoAroTOBUTh BCe HEOOXOIMMBbIE TOKYMEHTHL. .

"OxkasbIBaeTcs, MpoIuIas Xo3sgiKa Tesa He Oblla ypoil! — C yIOBOJIBCTBHEM OTMEYAlo Mpo
ce0s1. - Pa3BecTUCh C 9TMIM TUPAHOM - 3TO €TUHCTBEHHBIN CITIOCOO OCTATHCS B KUBBIX."

— ... Th1 ObLJ1a TOTHOCTBIO COTJIACHA CO MHOM, - TEM BPEMEHEM IpOJoJKaeT oH. — Benp Hai
Opak 6e3 JIoO0BY ObUT M3HAYATLHO OOPEUEH Ha TIPOBAJL...

Cormnacuo kuBawo. OH, BUIA 3T0, C OOJIET'YEHUEM BhIIBIXAET.

— ¢1 pan, 9TO THI 3TO IOHMMAEIllb, — TOBOPUT, a 5 BIICPBBIC BIXKY YJIBIOKY Ha ero ryoax.

OH BCTa€T M UIET K BBIXOMY.

— Cobupaiicsi, — Opocaet depe3 iedo. — 5 Oymy xaaTh TeOs B KapeTe.

Yro?

NByMIIEHHO CMOTPIO EMY B CIIMHY.

Exarp kyna-to ¢ Hum? Hu 3a uro!

Bo30yX/1€HHO MOICKAKMBAIO U BCKPUKUBAIO:

— 4 ocranycsb 31€Ch!

OcraHaBiuBaeTcst 1 000paunBaeTCsl.

— Yrt0 THI CKa3ana? — BOIPOCUTENBHO N3rHOaeT OPOBb.

— Jlo pa3Boaa s Xouy MOXKHTh 3/1eCh, — THXO MPOU3HOITY. — Pa3Be 310 4To-TO MeHsieT?

— Her, — noxumaer mneyamu. — MHe yxe Bc€ paBHO... Kak Toibko OymyT rotoBbl Oymary,
s TIPUIILTIO UX TeOe.

Kugaro.

OH XO4eT yxe yUTH, HO 51 OCTaHABJIMBAIO €TO.
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— Tlocroit! 4... — mMsmimo, He 3Has1, Kak cpocuTth y Hero. Ho ecim He cnporty, Oyay BCio
OCTaBIYIOCS KU3Hb KOPUTH ceOsl 3a 310. — [ 1e Mol peGEHOK? — OoJTbIlie HE [0JTI0, CITPAITMBAIO B
7100.

BnaroBepHbIii CKJIOHSIET TOJOBY B CTOPOHY, IPUIIypUBAETCSl, CMOTPHUT CJIOBHO Ha KEPTRBY,
KOTOPYIO KJIET cTpalHas yuactb. [lenaet mar ko mae. Bropoit. Tpetuii.

[Tauyce...

— MOo¢€ Teno, — HauMHaw onpaBAbBaThCA. — S 3aMeTwia, 4T0 MOS IpyAb... KUBOT... Bcé
yKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO 51 COBCEM HEJJAaBHO POIMIIA.

Cnasa 6oramM, OH OCTaHABJIMBAETCS.

— Tl 1 310 HE MOMHMIIIB?

— Her...

— AneccaHipa, — U3JICBATEIILCKU CMEETCS M KauaeT rojioBoit. — Pa3Be MokHO 3a0bITh Takoe?
— O uém TH?

— Cpagzy ke mocJjie poioB Thl OTKa3aJ1ach OT ChIHA... — TOBOPHT, CJIOBHO ObET. BombHo. HaoT-

Mam! — Tel mpozana ero Mue. IIpoMeHsIa Ha HECKOJIBKO THICSAY AUAP... U IOMECTBE...
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OT ero cj0B BHYTPU MEHs CIIOBHO YTO-TO OOPBIBAETCS.

OH nponoIKaeT A3BUTEIBHO TOBOPUTD, HO 1 YK€ HE CJIBIIY €TO...

"Tsl OTKa3as1ackh OT ChIHA... THI pogaa ero..." — HabaToOM CTYYHT B TOJIOBE.

3a BpeMs cBoeli paOOTH 51 ycrena BIOBOJIb HACMOTPEThCS HAa TAKMX BOT MaMalll — OTKa3HUII.
Ocyxnana 1 s ux? Bonee yem. Ilepoe BpeMs Jaxke ynpaimBania, Jiesajia MOMbITKA 00pa3syMuTh,
IIBITAJIACH YTOBOPUTH MX HE OTKA3bIBATHCS OT HOBOPOXKIEHHBIX, HO, BUS TIIETHOCTb CBOMX YCHJIUM,
CO BPEMEHEM CMMPUJIACH, a I10CJIE U BOBCE, HABEPHOE, IIPUBBIKJIA.

Ho 4ro6sl 51 cama permiiack Ha Takoe... Hukorga!

W naxe To, yTo Moel aymu enié He ObLIO B 9TOM TeJle, KOra BCE 3TO CIyUMJIOCh, HE CITYKUIIO
MHE OIPaBAAHUEM.

"A BeJb OTHBIHE £ B T€JIE ITOM HEITYTEBOM MaMalllv, a 3HAYMT U OTBEYATh 3a BCE €€ Mperpelie-
HUSA NPUAETCS MHE." — C TOPEYBI0 OCO3HAIO.

U Bcé ke, 1 OblIa MPaKTUUECKN YBEPEHHA, YTO JIOJDKHO OBITh YTO-TO, YTO TIOATOIKHYJIO JKEH-
MIMHY K TakoMy Oe3paccyaHomy mary! He emyHast MaTh BOT Tak MPOCTO, U3-3a €IMHCTBEHHOTO, 3T0-
MCTUYHOTO "He X04y', He OTKaXeTCsl OT COOCTBEHHOro peOEHKa. [IprunHa... oHa JOKHA OBITh!

Bo3MOKHO, 5 4ero-To He 3Halo, a CyNpyr He CHEeUIMT MHE 00 9TOM NOBeJaTh?

[MogauMmaro r1a3a, HO Ha TOM MeCTe, Ijie ellé MUHYTY Ha3aJl CTOsUI MOU OJarOBEpHbIHA, HET
HUKOTO.

3HauuT, MOKa s TYT 3aHUMAJIACh CAMOOMYEBAHUEM, OH... YILEN?

Ho nouemy? 1 Buzjena ¢ Kakum yJIOBOJBCTBHEM OH paccKas3blBaeT MHE O MOEM Oe3yMHOM
nocrynke. Hacnaxnaerca nosopom Hepaausor Mamaid. CMakyeT Kax10€ IPOM3HECEHHOE CIIOBO....

Torga nouemy oH Tak criemrHo yuien? MoKHO Jaxe cKa3aTh cOexKall.

B 310T MOMEHT pa3naloTcs mark 3a CIMHOM.

— BuI Bc€ caplmanm? — ckopee yTBepKAalo, YeM CIPaIlrBaIo.

— A Kak ke, — OTBEYaeT CTapyxa U IpAYET BUJIBI 3a Neyb. — Mol 10oM He XOpoMbl. Bceé
CJIBILLIHO.

Kakoe-To BpeMs MOITYMM.

Jlekapia ¢ OKa3HbIM Oe3pa3InireM MepedupaeT CyIeHble TPABKH, S IBITAIOCh TOHSTH, YTO
CIIO/IBUIIIO AJIeCCaH[Ipy, TO €CTh MEHS, OCTaBUTh PeOEHKA.

— S xxuBOTHOe... — I1yX0 cpbiBaeTcs ¢ ryd. — Her. S xysxke. [laxe 3Bepu He OpocaloT AeTel. ..

— Tb1, neBKa, He KOpH cedsl Tak. — OyAHMYHO MpOM3HOCUT Oabka. — HemsBecTHo, uTo 3acTa-
BWJIO TeOs1 TaK MOCTYIHTh CO CBOMM MaJbIoM. — OHa TOAXOAUT U CAUTCS PAIOM. — A TIPUYMHBI
OHHM Be[lb Pa3HbIe MOTYT OBITb.

— Jlymaere MoeMy MOCTYIIKY €CTb OIIPaBJaHUE? — C HAJEkKI0U CMOTPIO Ha HEE.

— D70 ofHOMY 60Ty U3BECTHO, — MOKHUMAET IJIeYaMH, 3aTeM cyxo Jodapisier: — Ho 1 ocyx-
1aTh, HE 3Has MOAPOOHOCTEN, 51 TeOsI He MOTY.

— Crnacu6o, Bam, — ¢ 61aroqapHOCTBIO IPUKACAIOCh K €€ pyKe, HO 6a0Ka, HEOKUIaHHO PE3KO
OTCTPAHSAETCS, CJIOBHO €/ HETIPUATHBI MOU ITPUKOCHOBEHHU S, BCTAET U OTXOOMT K OKHY.

He nonumaro e€.

— Bbl, HaBepHOE, HEIOBOJIBHBI TEM, UYTO 1 OTKA3aJIach MOEXaTh C HUM? — JIENIal0 MPEIIoINo-
keHue. — be3 Bariero no3posieHus1 pelmsia ocTaTbes 31ech. Bbl, moxkasnyiicra, He 6ecriokoiiteck. 51
Ha JI0JITO y Bac He 3a7epkych. Kak TonpKo craHy CBOOOIHOM, cpa3y yiuy...

— Yero tam, — Mmariuer pykoil. — KuBu ckonpko B3mymaerca. Mecra BceM XBaTwT...

— Cnacu60, — BHOBbB O1aroiapio, Ho OHa CJIOBHO HE CJIBIIIUT, XMYPHUTCSI, U YTO-TO BBICMAT-
pUBAET Yepe3 OKHO.
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— Crynaii B KOMHaty, — OpocaeT pe3ko. — Jla otapixait. Cun tebe HagoOHO HAOUPATHCS.
Buky Henpocrast jopora xkagt 1eds Brepeau... OX, HermpocTasl. ..
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He nonumaro, o Kakoi Jjopore oHa TOBOPUT, HO CITPOCUTD He peliaich. Buxky, 4to crapyxa He
TOPHT KeJIaHUeM TPOJIOJIKATh Pa3roBOp, a HajoeaTh MHe He Xxouercsl. M Korja oHa ycTaso OImycKa-
eTCsl Ha CTOSIIIUI PSIIOM CYH/IYK M 3aKPbIBAeT I71a3a, BCTAI0 M yXOXKY. B KOMHare JI0Kych Ha KpoBaTh
1, HECMOTPsI Ha 6e300pa3HyI0 CyMSITHUILY, UTO TBOPUTCS B yIIIE, PAKTUIECKU MTHOBEHHO 3aChINAI0. ..

[Tpockmack OT KEHCKOTro KPHKa: UCTOIIHOTO U UCTEPUIECKOTO.

PBIBKOM TOJICKAKMBAIO U OIIAJIENIO OIJIS/IBIBAIOCH TI0 CTOPOHAM.

3a OKHOM yXke Beuep, OTTOrO B KOMHATe CTOMT MOJIYMpaK M s €[lBa pa3inyai0 O4epTaHUs
MeOeu.

CrnipocoHbs1 He cpa3dy cooOpaxaro, riae s, ITIyCh U UCIYTaHHO TPYKMMAIOCh K CTEHE.

— Jla He opu Thl! — CJIBIIIYy 3HAKOMBIN IOJIOC CTApyXU U BblbIXal0. — Bclo okpyry ceityac
npeOyeln!

— YMupaooo...!| — npogoimkaer oparb KEHIIMHA.

— Ilorepnuy, Jlacenbka! — 3aMcKMBaIOIE BCKPUKHUBAET Kakou-TO MykHK. — Celvyac Apxa

MOMOKeET Tebe....

B 3TOT MOMEHT NaMsATh YCIIyKJIMBO MOAKUIBIBAET MHE COOBITUSA AHA U 51 BCE BCIIOMUHAIO.

VYcnokanBaioch M MEAJIEHHO MOAXOXKY K 3aHaBecke. OCTOPOKHO, YTOObI HE TPUBJIEKaTh BHUMA-
HUSA, HEMHOTO OTOJIBUTAI0 €€ U BBIIVIAABIBAIO U3-3a CBOETO YKPBITHS.

B roctuHHON HET HUKOTO.

BeIxoXky M3 CBOETO YKPBITHS U B TO K€ BPEMS, OTKYAA-TO CO CTOPOHBI Pa3faETcs OYEpEIHON
AyLIEpa3IuPaIOLINNA KPUK.

— He moryyy Oonbliie! — BoeT oHa, NOATBEP:KAast CBOM CJIOBA KaJIOOHBIM BCXJIUTIOM.

— He opu, — Oyxtut 6ad6ka. — He Tpath cubi!

JKeHIMHa B OTBET JIMIIb MBIYUT U ITPOAOJIKAET HALPHIBHO CTOHATD.

VYerpemnsaocek Tyaa, OTKyga JOHOCATCS CTOHBI, IOPKAlO 3a 3aHABECKY U B HEPEIUMUTEILHOCTU
3aCTHIBAIO BO3JIE CTEHBI.

IMocpeny KOMHaTHI, MPAMO Ha OOJIBIIOM JEPEBSIHHOM CTOJIE JIEKUT KEHIIMHA C UCKAXKEHHBIM
ot 6051 oM. Jlekapiia cTouT nojie He€ M OBICTPHIMU YBEPEHHBIMU JBHKEHUSIMH OLIYTIBIBACT €€
OIPOMHBIN )KUBOT.

— Koraa cxBarku Hauamich? — 0abOKa XMypUTCS U OpocaeT B3IVISAA HA MYKHUYOHKY, UTO
MeYeTCs YyTh B CTOPOHE.

— Tak 370... BUepa eIE, — 3aUCKUBAIOLIE OTBEYAET OH U OTBOJUT B3IJIAJ B CTOPOHY.

— Bogp1? Otonum uinu HeT?

— Tak 3T0... HE 3HAI0... — NPAKTUYECKU IUIIUT U UCITyTaHHO BXXHUMAET I'0JIOBY B IUIEYH.

— Bot uponpl, — 6abka Kayaer rojoBoil, — O cebe He Qymaere, Tak O JTUTEHKE Obl XOTh
nopymanu! — OHa OCTaBJISIET B TIOKOE KHMBOT U, 33paB IUIATE POKEHULIE, HAUMHAET OCMOTp Y HEE
MEXJy HOT.

— Ilouemy B ropon He noexanu?

— 41... MBl... — MBIYUT MYXHMK U BUHOBATO OITyCKAaeT B3I B NoJI. — BB ke 3Haete, Apxa...

— 3Hal-3Hal0, — JIeKapla OTXOOUT OT POXKEHMLIBI U CMEpPHBAET MY)XUKa yOUHACTBEHHBIM
B3msoM. — JleHer noxkanen? Iyman Apxa 3a 6ecruiatHo omoxkeT? A Apxa TO HE BCECHUJIbHA...
boroce nomper oHa...

My:XMK XBaTaeTcs 3a roJIoBy, Na/1aeT Ha KOJIEHU U HAUMHAET BBITh OT OECCHITHS.

MeHs ke Tak ¥ IOpbIBAaeT MOMOYb. JKaJHBIM B3[JIJ0M IPOXOKYCh MO POKEHUIIE U YKe ObLIO
JeNalo 1ar B €€ CTOPOHY, HO... Jalo ceOe MbICICHHBII MMO/I3aThUIbHUK U OCTAHABJIMBAIOCh.

Kro g nnsa vux? HenytéBasi neBka, 4yTo mpofasa cBoéro pedénka? M3HexxeHHas OnaropojHasi
nama?
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Kak 51 00BsACHIO JIekapiiie CBOU Mo3HaHus B akymiepctBe? CkaszaTh mpanay? 3asiBUTH PO mepe-
cenenrie aym? Henp3s. He mory. Benp 51 He 3Ha10, KakumMu OyIyT MOCTIEACTBUS.

Ho u ipocTo cTosTh U CMOTpPETh, HE MOTY.

— 41 Mory nomous? — crpanimBaio ApOKaIiiM OT BOJTHEHHUSI TOJIOCOM.

Jlexapia cMeprBaeT MeHsl BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM, B3[IbIXaeT M OpPOCAET COYYBCTBEHHBIH
B3IVIAZ Ha POXKEHUILY, KOTOpasi yKe HE KPUYUT, a JINIIb [NIYXO IIOCTAaHBIBAET.

— Boiock, neBKa, 37ech Mbl OECCHITbHBI, — OTBEUYAET OHA.

Panyer, uto 6abka, yBUIEB MeHsI, HE pacKpHyaiach, He MPOTHAJA, & 3HAUUT €CTh eIIE IIaHC.

— IMouemy? — cTpeMUTENBHO PUOHIKAIOCH.

— Pe6énok nieskut nonepék. — riyxo oreedaetr Apxa. — Cama oHa He ponut. Pe3ath Hano.
A s TAKMM He 3aHUMaIOCh... Vim Obl B Topos, B 6onmbHuUIly. Ho He ycrietor. He moBe3yT...

Pebenox nexcum nonepék...

B niporiioit sxu3HU 51 Obl HE 33 yMbIBasiCh IPOBEJIa KecapeBo, HO 3/1eCh... UTO 51 MOTY cleaTh
371eCh?

— I Mory ocMoTpeTh e€?

— [na OBl THI JIyyIlle OTCIONA, — XMBIKAET JieKapia. — Yto Tosky 1o oT Teds? { x roBopio
pe3arb Hajo... Tak Obl XOTh peOEHKA CIIACITH. ..
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I'nmaBa 14

IoTpsicéHHO cMOTPIO Ha BIOJIHE ce0e CIOKOMHYIO JIEKapIily, MbITAl0Ch OCMBICIUTh €€ CJIOBA.

ITony4yaercs, Mbl IOJKHBI IIPOCTO CTOATh U CMOTPETh, KaK 3TH JBOE YMPYT?

Hy yx ner! Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe 5 JOJKHA MOMBITAThCS CIIACTH MX, MHAYe BEK KOPUTH ceOs1 Oymy.

Ho i Havana, pemmaio B34Th ¢ 0a0KH KJISTBY.

— Apxa, nociyiaiTe ¥ MoooeaiTe MHe, YTO BCE UTO Bbl cefiuac 3/1ech YBUIUTE, OCTAHETCS
MeX]1y Hamu!

Crapyxa HEMOHMMAIOILE XMYPUTCS U, IPULLYPUB MTOAO3PUTEINIBHO IV1a3a, I3BUTEJIBHO CIIpall-
BaeT:

— To1 wero 310 yaymana, neska? Heyxkro ['ocniomom-Borom cedst Bozomumia? I'oBopio Tebe,
HE CIIACTH UX. 5] 3TMX rope Mamall 3Haelllb CKOJIBKO 3a CBOIO XH3Hb NoBuana? TAHYT 10 MOCIeAHero,
B TOpOJ, HE €AyT — IMapbl MOHET XkaJjeloT... Bor u noranyna! JIoTaHyaa 40 TOro, 4TO CMEPTh yXke
3a [UIe4aMM CTOMT. — ApXa YCHOKaMBalolle XJIoMaeT MeHs Mo pyke. — Thl OIM3KO K Cepally-TO He
Oepu, HET B 3TOM Hallleil BUHBI. . .

B 310T MOMEHT € Ty0 pO’kEeHMILIBI CPBIBAETCS OUEPeHON 00ECCUIEHHbIN KPUK, U 51 HE BbLIEP-
KMBAIO:

— 3amomuure! — 3510 kKpuuy. — IIpocto nonmure! S Mory nomous eit! Mory criactu HEBUH-
HYIO ’KU3HB! A BHIL... Bbl MO0 MOMOxeTe MHe, MO0 yorpanTech mpoub!

Heckonbko ceKkyH Ii1a3a JieKapiiy OleHUBaloIIe OTyKJaioT M0 MOeMY JIHILY, 3aTeM OHa yCMe-
XaeTcs U OTXOAHUT K CTOJTY.

— BoH 0OHO 3HaUNT KaK, — 3aJyMUYHBO TSIHET OHA, TIepedupast Mmy3aTble OYThUIBKU C COOCTBEH-
HOPYYHO ITPUTOTOBJIEHHBIMU JIEKAPCTBAMU. - $1 €€ 3HaYMT BBIXOIMJIA, MOXKHO CKa3aTh C TOIO CBETA
BepHysa! A OHa... OHa U3 JIoMa MEHsI THaTh coOpaJiach!

— Apxa, — yMosnsioule B3bIBAIO K Hell, — nozkainyiicta!l Mel TepsieM Bpems!

Jlexapiie Tpebyercs mapa MUHYT — OECLIEHHBIX B 9TOM CJIy4ae MUHYT, YTOObl IPUHATD peLlie-
HUE.

K Moemy o6seryeHuio oHa KMBaeT U, COKPYIIEHHO B3[JOXHYB, IPOU3HOCHUT:

— bBor ¢ To6oii! [eiictByit! Xy:ke yxe BCE paBHO He OyerT.

— TlooGemraiite MHe, — HallOMUHAIO €M, a caMa I71a3aMHU YKe 0OCIeayl0 KOMHATY U JeNaio
3acedku y ceOsl B TOJIOBE, TJIe UTO JICHKHT.

— Jla He Tperuio 51! — BO3MYIIEHHO (pbIpKaeT 6adbka. — YTO MPOUCXOIUT B MOEM JOME, 3[1ECh
Y OCTaHETCH.

Bocnpunumalo e€ cioBa kak oOeliaHue U Opocarch K CTOTy.

— MHe HyxHa OyzeT Ballla IOMOILb, — XBaTal0 OJHY U3 YUCTBIX MEJIEHOK U, C 0COOOM CKyp-
MyJIE3HOCTBIO MOBSI3BIBAIO €€ ce0e Ha TOJIOBY, TaK, YTOOB! HU €IMHBIN BOJIOCOK HE TOpYAL.

— Hy xomanayi. ..

— JliA Havasia BBIBEIUTE €T0 OTCI0JA, — YKa3blBal0 HA MYyXKHKa, YTO POAOJIKAET 3aBbIBATh U
eqBa JI1 ObETCS TOJIOBOIO 00 MOJT. — 3aTeM HyKHO 3aMEHHTbH TPS3HYIO IPOCTHIHD HA YKCTYIO, - THIIY
MAJIBLIEM B 3arakeHHYI0 OKPOBABJIEHHYIO IIPOCTBIHB O] KEHIMMHOU. — U pyku... MHe HykHO 4eM-
To oOpadorarp pyku! Antucentk? Cripr? Camoron? Ectb uto u3 storo?

— A Kak xe, B IepeBHe, 1a 6e3 crupra’?

— Tanmre! — MoAXoXy K Ta3y ¢ BOAOHU, HAX0XKy KyCOK MbLJIa Y TIIATENILHO, IO CaMble JIOKTH,
MOIO PYKH.

Korna 3akaHunBaio, B KOMHATe YK€ HET HU MY)KMKa, HU CaMOM JIEKapILIH.

Tax-To Jiyurue.
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Haxoxy Ha cTose iepeBsaHHYI0 TPyOOUKY — CTETOCKOII, 3aTeM IPHOIMKAIOCh K poskeHHLe. [ls
Hayasa MeITaloch MPOCIyIaTh cepaleOnuenue miona. .. M ciaBa 6oram, rae-To C MsITOW MOMBITKH, B
paiioHe MyNKa, MHE YIA€TCsl YCIbILAaTh CTYK KpOXOTHOro cepaeuka! JKus pogHeHbkuil!

OO0er4yéHHO BBIABIXAI0 M HAYMHAI0 MaJbIUPOBATh KMBOT KeHIIMHBL. K MoeMy oropueHuio
Apxa npaBa, UCXOZIs U3 NONIEPEYHO-OBAIBHOIO JKMBOTA MAaTE€PU U IapOOOPa3HOM MaTK1 — PeOEHOK
JIEKUT MOTIEPEK, a 3TO 3HAYUT OJJHO: HE OKAXKHU 51 ceiuac ei KBaIM(pULIMPOBAHHYIO [TOMOILb, U MAJIBILLI
¥ Mama MOTuOHYT.

JKennHa BHOBb BBITMOAETCS] M CTPAIITHO, O Mypallek, Kpuuut. [locie, peIBKOM Hogaércs
BIIEPE]I, XBATAET MEHS 3 PYKY U OXPHIILLIE CUIIUT:

— Pexpre... Crnacute ero! MeHs He KaJlelTe, CIIACUTE MOET0 MaJlblllia! — Tak e HeOoXKH-
JAHHO, TIAJIBIIBI €€ pa3:KUMAIOTCS U OHA OOECCHJICHHO TMaIaeT Ha3ajl.
— Tumre-tume, Munasi, — oOopsoIIe IIaxy e€ mo pyke. — Hukto He coOupaercs: TeOs

pe3atb. f momory teGe. Hu b1, HU TBOU pebGEHOK He ympéTe. .. Obemato Tede. ..

ITpoxomuT eme napa MUHYT, a JIEKapILIX BCE HET.

— Apxa? — HetepnenuBo 30By. — Hy rae el Tam?

Babka, cJIOBHO 110 30BY, TYT ke MOSIBIISIETCA B Ipoxojie. B e€ pykax 0obInoi OyThUTb C KaKOW-
TO MYTHOM 5KUJIKOCTBIO.

— Bor, cniupty npunecna! — cooO1aeT oHa U CTaBUT OyThLTb Ha CTO.

— Cnmpt — 3TO XOpOIII0, — HaYMHAI0 00padaThiBaTh PyKH. — ApXa, HY)KHO 4eM-TO 00e300-
JIUTh POXEHUILY, MHa4Ye OHA He JAaCT MHE CIOKOMHO padoTaTh. EcTb uT0?

— Tak ornrym NOMOKeT, — OTBEeYaeT OHa U MPOTIATrMBaeT MHE HeOObIIoN OyThUIEK. — I cama
u3 ceMsiH Maka aenaio! CoBceM 4yThb-uyTh HYKHO JaTh. OH U O0JIb CHUMET, U POKEHHILY YCTIOKOMT.

MecTHas aHecTe3us IIOKUPYeT, HO BHIOOpA HET.

— Tonbko He nepedopIy, — ¢ COMHEHHEM MPOM3HOITY. — Ta TaJloCTh He MOoJNe3Ha HU e
caMoM, HU peOEHKY !

— Yro Xk s aypa Kakas? — OyxTuT 0adKa ¥ OTMEpHBAET B JIOKEUEUKY HECKOJIBKO KareJb,
3aTeM BJIMBAET COACPKUMOE JIOKKH B MOTYPACKPHITHIE I'YOBl POXKEHHUIIBL.

[TpoxoguT BCcero napy MUHYT M XKEHIIMHA ycroKanBaeTcsl. OHa HaKOHell IepecTaéT MeTaThCs,
3aMOJIKAeT, a JbIXaHue €€ CTAHOBUTCS] POBHBIM.

Hy uro *... ITopa HaunHarts.

MBICIEHHO TIepeKPEeCTUBIINCh, CTHOAOCh MEX Ppa3BeNEHHBIX HOT POKEHHIBI M HAYMHAIO
OCMOTP.

Otmeuato [y1st ce0s1, YTO PACKpPBITHE TMOTHOE, HO OJIaro HU MYMOBUHA, HM KOHEYHOCTH TUIOAA
HE BBIIIAJIN.

Ox, ceituac 661 Y3U! Ho, 32 HeMeHueM, IPUXOIUTCS OIIEHUBATh CUTYAIIMIO, KAaK TOBOPHUTCS,
Ha ourynb. MHe TpeOyeTcsi He TaK MHOTO BpeMEHH, YTOObl COCTaBUTh aHaMHe3. K cuacTpio, BOIbI
TMIOJIHOCTBIO HE OTOILIH, ¥ HaM YaJI0Ch N30eKaTh CAMOTO CTPAIITHOTO — 3aITyIEHHOTO MONEPEeYHOro
TMOJIOXKEHUs TIofa. B 3TOM ciydae s1 Obl yke He CMOTIJIa €l TIOMOYb, & CaMOl POKEHHIIE TPO3UIT Obl
Pa3pbiB MATKHU U CMEPTH BCJICACTBUH KPOBOTCUYCHU .

Ceituac xe ectb 1maHc. .. [Ilanc nepeBepHyTh MasbIIIa.

Hy ¢ Borom!

He 3Hato, Ha 4TO 51 Hajeslach B TOT MOMEHT — Ha BE3eHME WJIM Ha CBOM MPO(eCCUOHAN3M,
HO TO YTO 5 AeJiajia B TOT MOMEHT OBUIO TIOJHEHIIIMM CyMacIIeCTBUEM C MOel CTOpOHBI. BBenst onHy
PYKY B IOJIOCTh MaTKH, HAUMHAIO UCKaTh HOKKY, BTOPOM ke PyKoi momoraio cebe cHapyxu. Koraa
yIa€Tcs HalyNaTh U 3aXBaTUTh KOHEYHOCTb, KJIa/1y BTOPYIO PYKY Ha TOJIOBKY IJIO[a M HAYMHAIO Me[I-
JIEHHO cMeliaTh e€ K Bepxy. OCTOpPOKHO MOBOpAYMBAI0 MaJIbIIIa, U KOTJIA U3 IPOMEKHOCTU pOXKe-
HULIBI U3JIMBAIOTCA OCTATKU BOJ U MOABJISIETCS HOKKA, A BeIAbIxan. Camoe citoxHoe no3agu. Cenyac
MaJIbIII B HOKHOM TpejIeKaHuM. DTO Jy4llle, YEM B ITONEPEYHOM, HO BCE €IE TaK e ONACHO.
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— Apxa, puHecHu ropsiueid Bojbl M MOArOTOBb BCE A7l peOEHKa, — Opocalo JieKapiie, 4To
CTOUT BCE 9TO BpeMsI CTOMT Y MEHsI 32 CITUHOW U ¢ M3yMJICHHEM HaOJIoaeT 32 MOUMHU JICUCTBUSIMHU.

Crpinny, Kak crapyxa CHelrHO YXOAUT, caMa ke TTPOJOJIKAI0 U3BJIEKATh MAJIBIIIIA.

IMocie Toro, kak peOEHOK 3aHST MPOAOIBHOE MOJIOKEHHUE, MPOLIECC MOIIET HAMHOTO ObICTpee.
CHayasna pomiioch Tesblle M, O Yy[O, HaM Jake YJaJoch M30eKaTh OYEepeHOr0 OCJIOKHEHUs —
3aMpOKUJIBIBAaHUs pydek miona. OcraBaniock caMoe CII0KHOE — 3TO POXKJICHUE TUIEYEBOro Tosica 1
T'OJIOBKH.

Bnaro Hayamch MOTYTY U TEJI0 POKEHUIIBI CAMO Ha4YasIo IOMOraTh MHe, U3rOHsIs U3 ceds IO,

Hakownen, ¢ ouepeHOil MOTYroM, BHIIUIM CHaYala IUIEYMKH I17101a, 3aTeM poauiiack ronosa.
BOT $1 yKe JIepKy Ha pyKax KpOXOTHOE TeJIblie HOBOpOKAeHHOro. Masbuuk. CoBceM Cl1abeHbKHIA, HO
KUBOMU.

— Apxa!? — 30By ¥ efjBa cliep:K1Baio0 OpaHHbIE CJIOBA, UTO TOTOBHI cOpBaThes ¢ ryd. — Ckopee
ciona!

Kpaem riaza 3ameuaro, Kak B KOMHATy BOeraeT crapyxa.

— Bosemu pedénka! — nepenamno et Masbima. — Ocmotpu ero! O60Tpu 1 06padoTaii myrmo-
BUHY!

MeHs ke KOJOTUT OT nepen30bITKa smMonuii! Ho st monnmato — 31o emge He Bce! HykHO B3ATh
ce0s1 B pyKH ¥ TTIOMOYb ero MatepH. [t Hauama Hy)KHO M30aBUThCS OT TUIAIIEHTHI, 3aTeM OCMOTPETD
POXEHUILy Ha HAJIM4Me pa3pbiBoB. M eciu ¢ MecToM peOEHKa MpoOiieM He BOHUKJIO, TO HaJ pa3phl-
BaMH TPUIILIOCH MOMOTETh. XOPOIIO, YTO CO3HAHUE KEHITMHBI BCE el HAXOOUIOCh O] IeHCTBUEM
onuyma. OHa HMKaK He pearrpoBaja Ha OOJb, U HE COMPOTUBIISIIACH, KOTA 51 C IOMOIIBIO UIJIbI U
HUTH 3aII1BaJIa €€ Pa3phIBHI. ..

Korzaa Bc€ ObUI0 3aKOHUEHO, S €/1Ba PA30THY/IACh U MOKAYHYJIACh OT YCTAJIOCTH.

[lepen razamu nombUIO. . .

— Wnu, Aneccannpa, OTAbIXall, — pa3Aaioch 3a CIUHOW. — Jlabliie st cama CIIpaBIIioch.

CTsiHYB IMITPOBH3MPOBAHHYIO KOCBIHKY C TOJIOBBI, 5 B3[JISIHYJIA HA HOBOPOKAEHHOTO — MaJTBIII
cnait. Kak u ero mats.

— Cpagy ke N030BHUTE MEHsI, €CJIU Y He€ HAYHETCSsI TOPSUKa, — KMBAIO HA CISAIIYIO KEHIUHY.
— U peG€HKa HY)KHO KaK MOXHO CKOpee MPUJIOKHUTh K TPY/IH. ..

— Unm yxe, — Apxa HaCTOWYMBO MOITOJIKHYJIA MEHsI K BBIXO/ly, — Ha HOTax ejie CTOMIIIb.
A s mo3oBy... O0s3aTebHO MO30BY, exenu norpedyercs. U aro... — Jlekapia 3amsiiach, HO
nocte nodapuia: — Cracr6o Tede, Aneccanpa. Tol ynuBuTenbHaS. .. Buguvo cam 60r mociiai Mee
TeOs. ... Tereprya U NOMHpATh HE CTPAIIHO. .. ECTh Ha KOro Jeo OCTaBUT. . .
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— Bor Tax He 601mpHO? — OpOCcalo B3NS HA YyMa30r0 MaJbUHUIIKY JIET BOCHMH.

ToT OTBa’kHO BBIIIAYMBAET TOLLYIO IPY/b U C BBI3OBOM OTBEYAET:

— CoBceMm He 60mbHO! Y MeHs U mocTpariHee paHbl ObiBau! BoT HemaBHO, 6aTbKa MbsSHBINA
IIPULIEN A2 MaMKY HadaJsl FOHATb, a 51 BCTyNWICA. Tak OH Tak MEHs IPUJIOKWI! — 3aIupaeT rpsA3HO-
cepylo pyOaxy 1 ¢ TOpIOCTHIO TIOKa3bIBAET OI POMHBIH JKEJITOBATO-KOPHYHEBbIN CHHSIK Y ce0s1 Ha OOKY.
— Bek momHuuTh Oymny! A 1o uro!? Tak, napanvHa!

Bpocaio B3 Ha BHYIIUTENIBHBIM TIOPE3 HA €0 JIAZJ0HU U COKPYIIEHHO B3/bIXAIO0.

IIpomua npakTH4ecKy HEAEA C TOrO CaMoro JIH#A, KaK S [IOMOIJIa HOBOM KU3HU MOSIBUTHCS HA
ceeT. K MmoeMy orpomMHeiiieMy o6nerdeHuio 1 MaMa ¥ HOBOPOXKIEHHBIN 1yBCTBOBAJIN Ce0s1 XOPOIIIO.
He cMoTpst Ha IPOTECTHI POKEHUIIBL, 51 €IIE HECKOIBKO JJHEH HaOM0aa 3a UX COCTOSTHIEM, 3aTeM OHU
O1arornoTyyHo MOKUHYIIM HAC, 3aBEPUB, UTO BIIpe/b OyayT Oaropa3syMHbI M CTaHYT 3apaHee oOpa-
I1aThCSl B TOPOJCKYIO OOJIBHUILY. A TO, UTO 3Ta KEHILIMHA IOAAPUT CBOEMY MYKY KAK MUHMMYM eIlE
HECKOJIBKO Kaparly30B, 1 HE COMHEBAJIACh.

Apxa mpo3HaB PO MOM CIIOCOOHOCTH K JIEKapCTBY ObLJIa UyTb JIM HE Ha CeIbMOM HeOe OT cya-
ctbs. Ctapyxa Bc€ BpeMsl TBeparIa 0 MOEM UyIHOM Jlape U eBa JIM He YMOJIsIa, YTOOHI 51 cTana e
IpeeMHuLIeN. Buaure m ycrana oHa, XOUET yUTH Ha TIOKOMU, a JEJI0 CBOE € OCTaBUTh HE KOMY.

Her, crapyxa He Obu1a onuiHOKOM. Kak okazanock, y ApXu ecTh COBCEM B3pOcJiasi BHYYKa, MPH-
MEpHO Moero Bo3pacTta. M kuBET oHa He rae-HuOydb, a B caMoM ropoze. bena B Tom, 4To eBymka
HAOTpe3 OTKa3bIBAJIaCh MPUHMMATD OIBIT OA0KM M YUUTHCS JIeKapcKoMy MactepcTBy. W ecim paHee
OHa XOTs1 Obl HaBelllasla €€, TO BCKOpe U BoBce nponaina. ['1e ceifuac ona Apxa He 3Haja. [la u roBo-
puUTh 0cO00 O Hel He XOoTeJa.

Tak 1 MoIy4nsIoCh, 4TO CTapyxa, U )KUBOKU-TO POIHE, OCTAJIACh COBCEM OJHA.

A 31€ch 1 IOIBEPHYJIAC. ..

[TepBoe Bpemsi MeHsI - YeJIOBeKa MPHBBIKIIErO0 K COBPEMEHHOW LIMBUJIM3AIMHI, KOPOOJIO TO,
YTO BMECTO aHTUCENTUKOB ITPUXOAUTCS UCTIONB30BATh CIMPT, 32 HEMMEHUEM OMHTOB pBaTh IPOCTHIHU
12 YUCThIE TPSANKH Ha JIOCKYThI, B3aMeH TaOlIeTOK, MUKCTYp M YKOJIOB — HacTou u3 TpaB. Ho, kak
TOBOPUTCS, YEJIOBEK KO BCEMY IIPUBBIKAET U 1 BEPUJIA, UYTO BCKOPE IIPUBBLIKHY U .

Bonblock, Tak cka3aTh, B 9TOT MUP U CTaHy €I'0 YaCTUYKOM...

Bor n Bmmitacek. Kak-To HeE3aMETHO BTAHYJIACh U CTajIa 3aMEHATh APXy, KOTZa B IOM IIPUXOIWIIN
OOJIbHBIE.

CeroniHs BOT 3TOT MQJIBYMILIKA C CAMOI'O yTpa MpuoOexKal.

— Hy BOT 1 BCE, — CTAHYB KOHIIBI JIOCKYTA, 3aTATMBAIO Y3€JIOK Ha €r0 JIAJOHU U NEPEMEILAI0
B3I My Ha Jmio. — 3aBtpa npuau. [lopes Tede 06padoTaio 1 MoBs3KY YHUCTYIO HAIOKY.

Mautpumilika KMBAeT, CIPBITMBAET C BHICOKOM CKaMbU M UAET K BBIXOLY, HO BO3JIE IBEPEU OCTa-
HABJIMBAETCS ¥, OOEPHYBILKCh, C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPAIINBACT:

— A npaBna, uto Th PaHbKe, Korja peOEHKa JocTaBaia, )KUBOT BCIIOPOJa, 1a 0OpaTHO HEBU-
JVMbIMUA HUTSIMU CTSHYJ1a?

— 3DT0 KTO TaK rOBOPUT? — HU3yMJIEHHO BCKHUbIBAIO OPOBU.

— [la Tak... 1o cesty noroBapuBaloT, — CTBLIIMBO OITYCKAEeT B3I B NIOJI. — ['0BOPAT BepMa
y Apx# Nocennmack...

— bpennu Bc€ 310! — npukprkuBaio Ha Hero. — PasBe 4 noxoxa Ha BeapMy?

Mautpumiika BCKMIBIBAET I'OJIOBY, IIPOXOAUTCS IO MHE BHUMATEJIBHBIM B3IJISIOM U BBIIAET:

— He-a! Tel — He BeabpMa, Tl KpacuBas... Sl Koraa BeIpacTy, B KEHbI TeOs1 BO3bMY !

— IItanbl MOATSIHY, KEHUX ! — MaIllly Ha HEero MoJIOTEHLIEM U CKBO3b cMeX, nodapiso: — U
BCEM CKaXH, YTO HUKAKOU BEJbMBI 3[€Ch HET!

OH 0OMKEHHO IIMBITaeT HOCOM, 3aT€M KHMBAET M IIIMbITaeT 3a BEpb.
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Sl ke mpoJosIKalo CTOSATh M 3aAyMUYMBO CMOTPETh Ha TO MECTO, IIe eIle rnapy CeKyH/ Hazaj
CTOSIJT MAJIbUyTaH.

"T'osopsim eedvoma y Apxu noceaunaces..."

VimeHHO 110 3TOH IpuYrHe, 5 TSHY/Ia C OTBETOM U He COrJIalliajiach Ha yrOBOpHI JieKapiiu. Benp
COIJIACUCH $1 3aHSATh €€ MECTO, BOSHMKHET MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.

UYro 51 oTBeuy, KOrja MHE 33a/yT [JIABHBII BOIIPOC — IJe 1, O1aropogHasi ibepa, BCEMY STOMY
Hay4usach?

A emg xyxe — CIIyXHu...

Brnpouem, kKak 0Ka3ajock, CIIyXH yKe MOMOJ3IIH.

S moHnMaia, 9to BCE 9TO UpEBaATO MOCIIEICTBUSAMH.

W ecnm 51 ocTanych 371€Ch, B 9TOM JepeBHE BMECTO APXH, TO MEHS €CJIM U HE COXKTYT, TO TOBECSIT
yX TOYHO...
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— Hy, u gero npuropronunace?

Paznaércs peskoe 3a CIMHOM 1, 1 UCITyTaHHO B3paruBaion. O00paunBaioch U BUKY Nepejt coOoit
nekapiry. [TomkaB ryObl 1 HAXMYPUB M TaK yke CMOPIIEHHBIA JT0O, OHA ynupaeT pykd B OOKa U
KMBAaeT Ha JBEPb.

— He yx 10 cyxoB ucnyranacn?

CTpIaHO NPU3HATBCS BEb MHE JIEUCTBUTEIBHO CTPAILIHO, HO MIPU3HABATH 3TOTO HE XOUY.

Heonpenen€éHHo noxumaro 1uie4amu, BO3BpaIlaloCh K CKAMBE U, CTapasChb HE CMOTPETh Ha
ApxXy, HaUMHAIO YOMpaTh C JePEeBSIHHOM JIABKM OYTHUIBKY U 3arladyKaHHbIE KPOBBIO TPSIIKH.

- Tr1 Gu3ko K cepaiy-To He Oepu, - OHa (PbIpKaeT, Bblpakas Mpe3peHHe. - 3JIble A3bIKU U He
Toro eme HadonTaoT. Uik yero Boigymamu! — c e€ ry0 cpbiBaetcsi cMemok. — BenpMy Harm! [la
Y100 y HUX y BCEX SI3BIKM MOOTChIXauu! M3yBepru npokisaTsie! A Tel He gymait miioxoro! Huvero
CTPAIIIHOTO HE CIIy4MTCs, IOrOBOPAT Aa ycnokosAtcs. [asail nyuie odenars. S Tam KapToleyku B
YN HATyIINJIA, a ApCEHMI MOJIOKA elI€ TEMJIOro OT MaMKH CBOel NpuBosIoK. CTynai, Mol pyku!

KuBato, cobupaio co ckaMbi OCTaTKU TKaHH U, TPUOPaB e€ B PsAIOM CTOSIIIMIA CYHIYK, HauH-
HAaI0 MBITh PyKH. 3aTeM MPOXOKY Ha KYXHIO M yCakMBaloch 3a cronl. Kakoe-To BpeMst HaOmonamo 3a
HaKphIBAIOIIEH HA CTOJ OaOKOI, MOCIe 30BY €€:

— Apxa?

— Hy? — crapyxa BckuJpIBacT rojI0BY M 3aCTBIBAET HAIIPOTUB.

He Beiiep:xuBalo €€ NbITIMBOTO B3IVIsJa U OITYCKalo I71a3a ce0e Ha PyKH, JIeKallye Ha KOJICHSIX.
VBepeHHa, JieKapiie COBCEM He MOHPABUTCS TO, UTO 51 COOMPAIOCh €l COOOIIUTh, HO KaK MO MHE
APYroro BbIXOZA HET.

— 4 xouy yexars.

— Bor 3HauMT Kak... — Apxa TspKeIo B3/IbIXaeT U orycKaercs Ha Ta0yper. — He nepemyma-
elpb?

Kauaro ronopoii.

— Tak Oypner sydrie As BceX, — MOJHUMAIO TOJIOBY M TOPbKO ycMmexaiochk. — He Mo€ 3to

Mmecto. [a u ciyxu... Bolock 6epl He n30exkath. He x04y, 4ToOBI BB OCTpagaiy U3-3a MEHsI.

— U kyna? — KOpoTko, 6€3 BCAKOro HTy3Ma3Ma CIIpaIlMBaeT OHa.

Mo¢ pelieHre OKMHYTH 3TY JEPEBHIO He ObLJIO CIIOHTAHHOH Meel, HA0OOPOT 1 JOJro AyMasia
U peluia:

— INomHuTe, BB pacCKa3bIBaJI MHE O TUJIBUH JOKTOPOB? — NOKMAAIOCH KMBKA OaOKH, TIOCIIe
npojoskai: — Tak BOT, 1 HaMepeHa roexaTb B TOpoJl M BCTYIUTb B 3Ty I'iibauio. Beb Tobko 00y-
YMBLINCh B UX YUPEKICHUM, 51 CMOT'Y MOTYyUUTh O(PULIMAIBHOE Pa3pellieHUe Ha 3aHATHE JIEKAPCKUM
aenoM. bynb y MeHs Ha pykax 3Ta Oymara, s CMOTY HE TOJIbKO 3aHMMAThbCsl JIIOOMMBIM JI€JIOM, HO U,
BO3MOJXKHO, B OJTiKaiIeM OyTyIeM st CMOTY OTKPBITh CBOIO HEOOJIBIIYIO JICUCOHMILY.

— Wb kyna 3amMaxHyaach! — 0aOKka HACMELUIMBO 3aKaTblBaeT IM1a3a. — M yero Bac Bcex B
ropoa-To TsAHeT? Thl XOTh 3Haelllb, YTO B TWIBIUIO HE TaK-TO MPOCTO BCTynUTh? [Ins Havana tebe
HYXHO OyZIeT JOKa3aTb CBOE MACTEPCTBO, MOCJIe BHECTH SHHYIO CYMMY Ha UX CYET, a YK IOC/IE OHU
pewiat Opatb TeOs IO CBOE KPbUIO MJIH HET.

— 41 aymaro cBO€ MacTepcTBO 51 BaM yike IoKazana. YBepeHa ¢ 3TUM Mpo0JieM He BOSHUKHET. A
BOT AeHbIU... [la. Ceituac y MeHs ux HeT. Ho eciu 1 paBHIIBHO MOHSIJIA TOTO MY>KUMHY, UTO Ha3BaJICA
MOUM CYIIPYroM, MOCJIe pa3Bojia OH CTAHET NePEBOJUTh HA MOI CUET HECKOJIBKO Thicsiu auap. Hane-
10Ch, 9TOTO XBaTUT?

— XMMM... — Apxa OKU/IbIBAET MEHs 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM B3[JIs1JOM. — 3HAYUT pEeLIna rop-
J0CTh CBOIO pacronTars? Ha ropio cebe HacTynuTh?
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— Bbl MOXeTe ocykaarh MEHS, — COIJIACHO KMBal. — HO He B MOEM IOJIOKEHUM OTKa3bl-
BaTbCS OT ITUX JCHET...

Jlenato BU, 9TO MEHsI HUCKOJIBKO HeE 3aJ€Bal0T €€ CJI0Ba, HO, Ha CAaMOM JieJjie, 51 IOHUMAIO, YTO
Apxa mipasa. 1o uzee 51 nomkHa Obl1a HEHABUIETh ''CBOEro-4yxoro" rmoka emié myxa. Ho 6eaa B Tom,
YTO MHE OBbIJIO COBEPIIIEHHO BCE paBHO Ha Hero. § ero nmpocro He 3Hana! A OT 3TOro ¥ He UCTIBIThIBAJIA
K HEMy HEHaBHCTH, HU 3JI0CTH, HM oOupl. [la, oH ckoThHa, abbio3ep, Ja U BOOOIIe MEp3KUi THII,
HO TIOUeMy $1 I0JKHA OTKA3bIBaThCs OT TOro, YTo MHe rpeasaraior? K tomy ke, ceiiuac st HaX0xKych
B OEJICTBEHHOM TIOJIOKEHUU - 51 B Uy’KOM MHUpe, Oe3 maMsTu, 6e3 CpeACTB K CYIIeCTBOBAHMIO, Oe3
Kubsl... BooOe 6e3 Bcero! Torma ¢ kakoi cTatv s JOJKHA Ope3roBaTh ero IeHbramu?

— ...Ilomectbe — na, — Mexay TeM NMpoOIKal. — 4 He cTaHy B HEM xuTb. Ho BOT OT neHer
He OTKaxych. [IycTh maTuT. DTH IeHbI'M MOWAYT Ha O1aro 1, BO3MOXHO, CHIACYT YbIO-TO KU3Hb.

— [IpaBUIBLHO MBICIHIIb, — HEXOTS KMBAET OHA, 3aTeM IPUIIypUBAETCS M ycMexaeTcsl. — A
BOT O IJIaBHOM He JiyMaellb... He Goumibes, 4To mpuaeTcsi paciuiaumBarbesi? AU AyMaelllb, YTo OH
HUKOI/Ia HE CIIPOCUT ITHX JeHer ¢ Te0st?

— JlymaeTe OH OIyCTUTCS /10 TAaKOM HU30CTH, YTO 3aCTABUT BEPHYTh UX?

— Ox, neBoHbKa! — Apxa KadyaeT rojloBoi U Mo-100pomy yibidaercs. — Jlo 4ero e HauBHA
ThI. Takue 6oraten, Kak OH, HUKOT]a 1 HHKOMY HUYEro He rpoinaioT. U yx tem Oosiee Ha 1al0T HUYero
3agapMma...

"A Begp Apxa npaa. becriiaTHbIN Chip OBIBAET TOJBKO B MBIIIETIOBKE» — He 0e3 OropueHHs
AyMalo 5.

— Hy nagno, He packucaii! — jekapiia BCTa€T U OTXOIMT K I1e€4H, HO YKe uepe3 rmapy CeKyH[
BO3BpAILAETCs, Jepka B pPyKax HEOONBIION YyTyHOK.

OHa cTaBUT €ro B LIEHTPE CTOJIA, MOJIOTEHIIEM CHUMAET KPBIIIKY M HAUMHAET PACKIIAIbIBATh €1y
10 TapesKaMm.

YecTHO PU3HATHCS, ANMETUTA Y MEHsI COBCEM HET, HO YTOObI He OOUIETh CTapyXy, s TPOIOI-
’ato cuzieTh 3a ctosioM. [IpaBaa K efie He MPUTPAruBaiCh, YTO HE YKPHIBAETCS OT BHUMAHUsI ApXU.

— TwI emb-ermb gaBai, il Habupaics. A o jgeHprax e aymai. [lomory s Te6e. Ectb y MeHs
KOe-Kakue cOepexeHusi, — 0abka BCTaET U yXOAUT B CMAJIbHIO, HO BCKOPE BO3BPAILACTCS M KJIAAET
niepe0 MHOM HeOOJIBIION TPSMAYHBIN Melovyek. — Jlymaio 9TuxX JeHer XBaTHr...

Msue TpeOyeTcst HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, YTOObI OCMBICIUTD TIPOUCXOMSAIIEE U IPUHSATD PElIeHHE:

— 41 He MOory B3STh 3TH AEHBI'H, — OTOJIBUTAIO OT ce0s1 MEIIOUeK.

— 3HAUUT OT MYXa-yIbIPsI THl MOXKEIIb B3ATh, & OT MEHs HeT? — 0a0Ka paccepXeHHO COMUT
Y BHOBb TIOJJBUTa€T KO MHE ITy3aThlii MEIIOYeK.

— bepu, rosopio!

— Or Bac — He Mory... Y He motoMy uTo X041y Bac 0ounets! S mpocto He nmero npapa 3a0Mpath
y Bac TO, YTO Bbl KOITMJIM BCIO CBOIO )KU3HB!

— He rynu, Aneccanyipa! MHe 3T MOHETHI BCE paBHO HU K uemy! A Tebe momMoryT o0ycTpo-
UTbCS B kU3HM! 3a yu€ly 3aruiaTuilb... oTyuuibes! [lomyunins 3aBeTHYIO rpamMoTy J1a TIISIIUIIb |
BepHENIbcs Ko MHe! MHe-1o MHoro jii Hajio? [Ipu Moeli-To BOCTpeOOBaHHOCTH C TOJIOAY TOYHO HE
cnoxHy! A He BO3bMENIb, 51 00MKYCh. 3a0yay, uTo 3HaNA Tebs!

CMmoTpio Ha 6GaOKy ¥ IOHUMAIO: He OTCTYITUTCS BE[Ib...

— Bynp no Bammemy, — 3a0upaio MeIIoYeKk CO CToja M ommyckaio cebe Ha kojneHu. — Ho s
BepHy. O0elnai, Kak TOJIbKO 51 BCTAHY Ha HOTH, BEpHY BaM, Apxa, BC€ 10 MOHETOUKH !

— Ipdd. .., — Apxa KpUBUTCS U MallIeT pyKor Ha MeHs1. — BepHET oHa... BonpHO Hamo!
ThI JTyu1nie cama BEPHUCH [0 JIEJI0 MOE MPOIOIAKH !

— ...

Xouy 3aBepuTh 0a0Ky, UTO HEMPEMEHHO HaBely e€ rmocie o0yueHusl, Ho He ycrnieaio. Co 1Bopa
pa3naércsl pplYaHue, 3aTeM I'PO3HBIN J1aid Tica.
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— Koro 310 Tam ueptu npunecan? — Apxa CTpeMUTEIbHO MOIXOAMT K OKHY. — A Hy cTynai
B KOMHATy! — HEOKMJIAHHO KPHYUT.

— Yr0-TO CITyunioch ? — MOAHMUMAIOCH U JIENIAI0 IHIar K Hel, HO CTapyXa CMEPHUBAET MEHsI TAKUM
B3[JISJIOM, YTO CTAHOBUTCS He 1O ceOe U s TAIyCh 00paTHO.

— Iloka HeT, HO O0I0Ch CITyUUTCs1! — MeXy TeM BOpuHT 0adKka. — BiiaroBepHbIi TBOM Moxka-
nosan! Kapera ero Bo3zie joma ctout! A BOT ¢ 10OPOM JIM MOKAJIOBaJI? DTOTO s He BEJAO. . .
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I'nmaBa 17

OT e€ cJI0B IpIXaHUe MePEeXBaThIBACT, MO KOKe MpoOeraer 03Ho0.

B rosioBe 0TYETIMBO BCIUIBIBAET BOCTIOMUHAHUE, KaK [I31iMOH [ 'pan c:xumaeT nasiblipl Ha MOer
niee. CaaBiaMBaeT Tak, 4To S 3a/1bIXal0Ch.

[MonaBmck BHE3aTHOMY CTPaxy, CTYIal0 B CTOPOHY 3aHABECKH, HO, HEO)KUIaHHO Oabka ocTa-
HaBJIMBAECT MEHS.

— Ilocron, — o3agaueHHO MpoU3HOCUT OHA. — He ToT 370... [Ipyroi npuexai... A TBoero
HE BUJATb...

UYepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] B CEHSX YTO-TO C TPOXOTOM IAJIAET, 3aTEM Pa3Ja€Tcs €1Ba CIIBIIIHBIN,
BEXXJIMBBIN CTYK B JIBEPb, U 1 YOSKIAIOCh B CJIOBaX Apxu: [ISMOH TOYHO He CTai Obl CTy4arhes, a
CKOpee BHIIHIO Obl 3Ty JIBEPb.

— Xosswouika?! — rojoc, 1o Ty CTOPOHY JBEPH, TaK k€ HE IPUHAIJIEKUT MOEMY CYIIPYTY.

Beigpixato 1 BO3Bpalaioch K cToiry. B 3ToOT MOMEHT 3ameualo, YTo BCE €ILE CKUMAI0 MEIIOYEK C
neHbramu y ceds B Kynake. [lonnmarto, 9to sydrire Obl cpsATaTh, HO HE YCIEBAIO U Iary CTYIHTbh, KaK
JBEPb OTKPBHIBAETCS U B KYXHIO BXOAUT KaKOU-TO MYKHK. BBICOKMM, )KUIACTBIN M OYEHb HEPBO3HBIM.
OH npmxuMaeT K Irpyay KOXXaHbl CaKBOSK M MCITYTaHHO OIVISIIBIBAETCS MO CTOPOHAM.

Apxa BbICTyIaeT BIEPEN U, YIIEpeB PyKH B OOKa, COBCEM He JIpYKeTOOHO CIpaIIMBaeT y HEero:

— To1 x10? U 4vero 3a0bL1 34€CH?

He3HnakoMmell cyJOpOKHO B3JIBIXAET, €IIE Kpermye NPYKUMaeT K ce0e CaKBOSK M JAPOKAIIIM
rOJIOCOM OTBEYAET:

— 41 Xepruc MaiinOpyk, aiBOKaTyc ero cBsreliectsa jbepa [Iaiimona 'pania, — oH mepe-
MelIaeT CBOM BHIMYKJIbE I71a3a Ha MeHs M J00aBiseT: - 1 mpuObLT K BaM, Jibepa AJleccanapa, —
MyKUMHA CKJIOHSET IOJIOBY B JIEFTKOM TIOJIYTIOKJIOHE.

— Ko MHe? — penaio 1mar 1 BCTaio psijioM ¢ ApXOHu.

— VMeHHo K BaM, — aIBOKaTyC HaKOHEL] pa3)kKUMaeT PyKH U CTaBUT CAKBOSIK BO3JIE HOT, 3aTEM
BBIHAMAET U3 KapMaHa OpIOK OETOCHEKHBIN IJTaTOK U BHITUPAET UM B3MOKIIHH JIOO.

— XMMM... — 033Ja4€HHO XMypIoch. — [103BOJIbTE y3HATH LIEJIb BALLIETO BU3KATA?

— Paspenmre? — oOH yka3bBaeT Ha CTOJ, 1 Opocaio B3MJIAA Ha ApXy, Ta KUBAeT U, MOXaB
TUIeYaMy, HAYMHaeT CIeNIHO YOMpaTh ety co CToJa.

Korna Ha crone He ocTaércss HU4ero, Kpome KyBILIMHA U NAphl CTAKAHOB, S MPUNIAIIAIOIINAM
’KECTOM YKa3bIBaIO a/IBOKATYCy Ha TaOyperT.

— IIpomy Bac, mpoxogure, MpUCakxUBAUTECH.

MyXuMHa TyT k€ MOAXBAThIBAET CYMKY M B JiBa Iara oaxoauT K croiny. OH ycaxuBaeTcs Ha
TabypeT, a CBOIO JIParolieHHYI0 HOIILY pachojiaraet MpsiMo nepes CoOou.

— Tl'ocniopnn I'pany nocnan MeHs K BaM € IOPYYEHUEM, — 3asIBJISIET OH, PACCTEIMBAET 3aMOK
Ha CaKBOSIKE M BBIHUMAET U3 Hero narnky Oymar. Ilocie coHsBUT Najiblibl 1 HAYMHAET NEPETUCThI-
BaTh UX. — I10... U 3710...

My:X4rHa OTKJIaJbIBa€T B CTOPOHY HECKOJIBKO JIMCTOB, OCTAJIbHBIE Ke MPSYeT 0OPaTHO.

— Tocnoguu y6eauTensHO MPOCKIT TOANKUCATh Bac, Jibepa AJleccaHpa, STH JOKYMEHTHI, —
aJJBOKATyC MOETO Ccynpyra OepeT JIMCTHI CO CTOJA ¥ POTATMBAeT MX MHe. — DTo OyMaru Ha pa3Bof,
— OOBACHSET OH, 3aMeyasi MOl PaCTePSHHOCTb.

Papgyer 1o, 4TO NOTEPs NaMATH HUKAK HE CKa3aj1ach HAa MOEM YMCTBEHHOM COCTOSIHAU. YuTtarh
s yMEI0, a 3HA4UT MOTY U3YUYMTh TO, YTO MpeasaraeT MHe [Ia1MoH.

Bepy 1okyMeHTH 1 6e3 KaKuxX—I1Oo0 1Mpo0ieM BHUKAIO B CYTh HAIMCAHHOTO.

B nepBom, HeT HUYero ocodbeHHoro. B HEM roBopHTCs: YTO CO JHS MOANUCK 0OEHUX CTOPOH,
Haul Opak CTaHOBUTCS O(PULIMAIBHO PACTOPTHYTHIM. UTO Xk... S1 cCOBCeM He MPOTUB 3TOTO.

be3 pazgymuit nognuceBao JOKYMEHT O pa3BOZE.
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3ameualo, Kak aiBOKaTyC JOBOJIbHO Iy PHUTCSI, KUBAET U TIOCTIEIITHO MpsTYeT Oymary B mopTgerb.

Yuraio BTOpOIA...

"... Haxoo0scwb 6 30pasom yme, meépooii namsmu u sscHom cosHaruu Aneccanopa I pano /JObPO-
BOJIBHO nepeoaem ece npasa na Kpucmuarna I'parnoa ceoemy ovieutemy myaxcy siimony I pandy...
Bzamen ona noayuaem nomecmuve 8 Xunmome u MecsuHoe COOEPHCAHUe 8 MulCsiuy OUAP, HAZHAUEHHYIO
CYMMY OHA CMAaHem noAYUams 00 KOHUA c80Ux OHel..."

— 370 4TO? — TPSACY JIUCTOM Tepel HOCOM MOoOJeAHeBIIero aaBokaryca. — Kro Takoi Kpu-
cruad ['pann?

— Banr cpIH... — BBIIBIXAET OH U enié OosbIle OIe/IHeeT.

— $1 He craHy 3TO MOANKCHIBATE! — CMMHAIO JIUCT U Opocaio ero Ha croa. — A JlsiiMoHy
nepegaire... XMMM... CKaxute emy, uTo s niepeaymMania!l S HUKorja v Hy 3a Kakue JIeHbI'M He MPoAaM
emy chiHa!

— JIbepa Aneccanapa, — cUIUAT aJIBOKaTyc. — Bbl He moHuMaerte... EMy Hesb3st OTKa3bIBaTh!
BbI HO/KHBI HOAMMCATS. .. !

— BulI 3acTaBuTE MEHA? — cMepUBaI0 MY KUMHY THEBHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— H-B-H-HeT... — 3auKasich, OTBeYaeT OH.

— Hy BOT 1 cltaBHO, — TSHYCh, Oepy CKOMKAHHBIN JIUCT OyMarv ¥ MPaKTUIeCKH CHJIKOM BITH-
XMBAIO €T0 B MAJIbLIBI MYXYHHBI. — 3a0epute 310! U HUKOrAa Oosbllie He CMeWTe 3asBIATHCS KO MHE
C TaKUM MpeJIoKeHreM !

— Ho... T'ocrionun OyeT B IpoCcTH, KOraa y3HaeT, uTo...

— 3amomuute! — mnepeduBalo ero. — MHe Bc€ paBHO, uTto OymeT, korga BAIII rocriogux
y3Haer!

I'oBOpIO X0/10AHO, MOKHO CKa3aTh [Ja)ke YBEPEHHO, a y CAMOW Cep/ille TOTOBO BBICKOYMTDH U3
rpyau. CTpaIHO MpeCTaBUTh, YTO [I3MMOH cienaeT co MHOM, KOrja agBOKaTyC COOOIIHUT eMy O MOEM
PELLEHNHU OTKa3aThCs.

[Toxoxe MHe MpUAETCS MOKUHYTh JOM ApPXHM HE Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEM, KaK s IUIaHMPOBaa,
a y’Ke 3aBTpa, BOBMOXHO, Jaxe cerofHs. Benb eqMHCTBEHHBIN criocod n30ekaTh BCTPEUH C pasrHe-
BaHHBIM MYKeM — 3TO cOeKaTb.

Ho kak Tosbko 51 cMOTY C yBEpEHHOCTBIO CMOTPETh B 3aBTPAILIHUI JEHb... Sl HEIPEMEHHO Bep-
HYCb.

BepHych 1 3a6epy CBOEro ChiHa...

— JIbepa Aneccanzipa? — ciibliily BONPOLIAIOLIMI OJIOC MY KUMHBI ¥ BO3BPALIAIOCh B peaslb-
HOCTb.

— V Bac ocranuch Bonpockl?

— Her, — vKaeT OH 1 OTBOAMT B3IJISIIL, HO YK€ Uepe3 Mapy CEeKyH]I e[Ba CJbIITHO OOPMOYET.
— To ecrp na...

— Hy tak roBopute! — OTX0Xy 1 3aHMMaI0 TaOypeT HAIIPOTHB HETO.

— 4... MMMM... BooOrmiem BOT...

MyX4rHa HECKOJIBKO MMHYT POETCSl B CAaKBOSIKE, 3aTEM UYTO-TO JIOCTAET U3 HEro M KJIAJAET Ha
CTOJL.

IT0 YTO-TO OKa3bIBaeTcs OpaciieroM. OH MpavYHbIiA, MOKHO Jake CKa3aTh, MyTraloui. Y€pHsIi,
C MO30JIOTOM, a B IEHTpe ero - ma3. M ecim s He ommbarock, TO 3TO He POCTO I71a3, a OKO JIPaKOHa.

— Yt0 3T0? — CcrHpammBam y aBoKaTyca He B CUJIaX OTOpBaTh B3IV OT Opaciera.

— D1y Bellb BaM Iepeaania jJbepa Banecca...

— JIbepa Banecca? Kto 310?

— DMMM... — TSHET B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE a/IBOKaTyc. — Baria cBekpoBb... beiBias... 1 nouns-
mas... B cBO#l mocieaHuil IeHb KHU3HM OHA NPU3Baia MeHsl K cebe U TMOMpPOCHIA BBIIOIHUTH €€
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MOCJIETHIO BOJIIO. A Tak Kak 51 YK€ MHOTO JIET BEPO U MPABAOK CIIyKy STOM CEMbE, sl HE CMOT eil
OTKa3arTh. ..

Bepy Opacier v MHTEpecOM HaYMHAIO PACCMATPUBATD.

Bpacner cimimkom rpoMo3Kuid, 9ToObl HOCHTh €T0 TIOBCEIHEBHO, HO B TOKE CIIUIIIKOM ypOII-
JIUB, YTOOBI OfIEBATh €ro B cBeT. Bro6aBok 31oT r1as3... Bpppp... Mep3ocTh kakas!

— Ho 3auem mHe 310T Opaciet? Heysxenu oH HACTONBKO IIEHEH, YT Jibepa peluia rnepenarb
ero MHe?

— Ero 11eHHOCTh MHE HEM3BECTHA, — aJBOKATYC 3aKPBIBAET CAKBOSIK U BCTAET. — [lounBiuas
Jbepa rnepeasia MHe 3TOT OpacieT co clioBaMu: "' DTa Belllb MOMOXKET el BEepHYTh ChIHA. ..” . Bosbiero
MHE HEU3BECTHO. A Telepb, I03BOJIbTE OTKJIAHATHCH. ...
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I'naBa 18

Busut ajiBokaryca BHOCUT B MOIO ALy el€ OOIbIINI pa3apail.

Ecnu pasbiiie 1 X0Ts1 Obl MOHMMAJIA, KAK MHE CTOUT JIEHICTBOBATh AaJIbIlIEe, U JJaKe pacIulaHu-
poBaJjia cBo¢ Omukaiinee Oyayiee, To ceifuac BCE MOILIO He MO IUIaHy.

S mpekpacHO oco3HaBaia, 4To [IPMMOH NMPUIET B APOCTb, KOIZA Y3HAET, YTO g HE MOANHcaIa
OTKa3 OT peOEHKa.

Haruero ¢ HuM cpiHa... Moero chiHa...

O ©Ooru, na Koro s1 oOMaHbBalO? §I CKOJIBKO YrOOHO MOTY M300paxarbh U3 ceOsl MACATbHYIO
MaMaliky, MOTy JieJlaTh B[, YTO OE3yMHO CTpajaio B pasnyke... Ho, 6eqa B Tom, 4To HE B Moei
NaMsATH, HU MOEM ceplie He ObLIO HU KarleJIbKK YyBCTB K TOMY MaJlblIily !

OH uyxoi 111 MEHSL...

On cpiH Aneccannpsl I'pang. Tou. IIponutoit! A g He oHa...

BosmoxHO, MHe cTomnno Bc€ ke momgmucath 3T Oymaru? Torma Obl M OYEpeAHBIX MPOOIeM
yZIaJIoCh N30€KaTh...

S morna nowtu o Apyromy mytu. OTKazarbcs. 3a0bITh. YexaTb U Ha4aTh HOBYIO KU3Hb...

Ho cnenaii 51 Tak, nognummm tedbe OGymaru, st Obl BCIO JKM3Hb Kopuia ceOst. HenaBupena. Ipe-
3upaja.

l'ocnionu! Hy noyemy Bc€ Tak clI0X)HO?...

INorpy3uBick B ceOs, He cpa3y 3aMeyalo, YTo Apxa BOT yKe HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTOUT PSAAOM
CO MHOW M C MHTEPECOM paccMaTpyBaeT 3aKJIATHINA OpaciieT, YTo MPUBE3 aJBOKATYC.

— 3aHATHaA BELIMYKA, — 3aJyMUYMBO IIPOU3HOCUT OHA.

4l B3nparuBaio v nepeBoKy B3IJIs Ha He€. Kakoe-To Bpemsi 6eCCMBICIIEHHO CMOTPIO Ha CTapyXy,
10 MEHsI He Cpasy J0XOAUT O YéM OHa roBoput. Ho Bckope B3ris magaer Ha 6pacier.

— Ilo mHe Tak monHas epyHzaa. Moxkerte B3sITh ceOe, el MOHPaBHJICS.

— Xwm... He B kpacoTe 1a B IIEHHOCTH €710, — ApXa HOJHOCHUT yKpallleHHe KaKk MOKHO OJTHke
K IJIa3aM, 3aTeM KadaeT roJioBOM M KJIAIET Opacier nepeno MHOM. — Henb3s! Teoit on! Moii Tebe
coBeT, Aneccannpa: 6eperu ero. Kak 3eHuiry oka 6epern! He mokaspiBaii HUKOMY Jla He XBacTai.
HyTpowm uyio, npurogurcst Tede ee oH.

Mo onbiTy 3Ha10, Apxa 3psi MyTUTh Bofly He craHeT. Pa3 roBoput, To Tak ToMy ObITh. Bepy
OpacieT co cTosa U HaJeBalo Ha PyKy.

VAuBHTETBHO, HO CTOUT XOJIOAHOMY METAJLTy KOCHYThCSI KOXKH, KaK OpacieT yMeHbIIaeTcs 10
Pa3MepoB 3aIlsICThsI, CUAUT KaK BIUTOW. BhITsAruBaio pyky 1 "moOyioch" IMyraiomium /10 IpOKH Ypos-
CTBOM.

- Ho uto0 B HEM Takoro? Pa3zBe MoxeT Kakasi-To Oe3[esTyIKa MOBIUATh Ha Hally Cyap0y?

Jlexapiia cypoBO CBOOUT OpPOBM U HEIOBOJIBHO MPUIIOKUBAET SI3BIKOM.

— Tol, Aneccannipa, He criops. [lesail Kak BeJeHO. A NOJIb3y €ro y3HAEIllb, KAK BPEMS IPUIET.
OpHO Mory cKka3zaTb, HE IPOCTOM OH... Apredakt 310. CuiibHBIM. TOYHO 3HaIO...

— Hy pas3 apreaaakt, — TsAHY C y/IbIOKOI, — TOIAa TOUHO BO3bMY.

— Ox, oypblHIA THI €1IE, — CTapyXa YKOPU3HEHHO KayaeT r0JI0BOM, 3aT€M CTYUUT MHE NaJIb-
1eM 110 JO0y. — YM Bpojie ecThb, a OIbITa MaJlo. BCrIOMHMIIB €111 MeHsl, KOorja B PaBeJHOCTH CJIOB
Moux yoeauibcs... Hy na nagHo. OcraBum s10. EcTh lenia noBaxHee.

Baraa Apxu MpayHeeT, IUIeYr CHUKAIOT U OHA, CJIOBHO Bpa3 IOCTapeB, IIETETCA K OKHY. Tam
3aCTBHIBAET U IITyXO, C HECKPHIBAEMOI OOJIBIO, TOBOPUT:

— VYesxatb Tebe HanoOHO O eBKa... bena 6mm3ko. He ceromus — 3aBTpa MpUMYHUTCS JEMOH. ..
He BbicTosiTh HaM ipoTHB Hero. [1paBa Tl Obu1a: He MecTo Tede psiaoM co MHOM. CTymai, cooupaiics...

Msue 6e3yMHO xaJib cTapylo Jiekapiny. E€ Haiexia, Bepa B MeHs.... Bc€ okazaioch MmycThIM.

IlogHnMarOCh U CTymnaw K HEW.
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— Apxa, goporas...

— Crynaii, roBopio! — npakTHYecKu KpUuuT oHa. — Her y Hac BpemeHH.

[Tonumaro npasa oHa.

Yacro-4yacTo Mopraio, MporoHsito HaOekaBIIve CIE3BI U MPAKTUYECKN OETOM YCTPEMIISIOCH B
BBIJIEJIEHHYI0O MHE KOMHATYIIKY, HO BCKOPE B 3aMEIIATe/IbCTBE OCTAHABIIMBAIOCH U 000PAYHBAIOCh.

— Apxa? — BHOBb 30BY JIEKapIIly.

— Hy? Yero onsith? — BOPYMT U OKUJBIBAET MEHS CTPOTUM B3IJIS/IOM.

Pa3Boxy pykamu v CKOH(pYKEHHO IIPOU3HOIILY:

— Tak Hevero coduparsb... Y MeHs ke HeT Huuero. [laxe riarbe BOT, — MPOBOXY PYKOH IO
cTapeHbKoMy Hapsigy. — W To BHy4Ku Balleu.

Crapyxa XMypHTCS, IOAKUMAET T'yObl, HO CITyCTsI TTapy CEeKYH]I BbIIAET:

— A 101 mKad-To mpodoBasiia OTKpeiBaTh? Tam 3THX Bemeld BoHa ckoiabko! BeiOupaii, uto
MOHPABUTCH [1a B CYHIYKH yKJaabIBai!

— Ho Benp Bce 311 Bewy Baiueit BHyuku! Kak s mory? A eciu...

— be3 ecyu! — nepeOuBaeT MeHsA. — [lenait kak s roBopio! A aymaenis s aypa Kakas?
S Benp 1aBHO TOHsIA: He BepHETCS oHa! XoTtena O yBUEThCS, JTaBHO ObI mpriexasa. Tak 4To 3a3ps
SI3BIKOM He OoJTai, uam, cooupaiics! A s moka BECTOUYKY OJJHOMY JJaBHEMY 3HAKOMOMY HAITHIITY...

Apxa H1apKaroIei moxoaKou yXOoauT.

1 e HanpapyAOCh K ceOe U HAYMHAIO OITYCTOIIATh UYKOU MIKad ¢ IyKMMHU BELaMH...
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I'nmaBa 19

[Tpoxoout 4yTh OOJbIe Yaca, HO ApXu BCE emé HeT.

Cama 51 y)xe JaBHO coOpaHa U TOTOBA K OThE3]Y.

AJIpeHaJIMH OT BCEX 3THX SMOIMOHAJIBHBIX KaueJiel 3alllKaJIuBaeT U 51, YTOObI XOTh KaK-TO YCIO-
KOMTHCS, HAJIMBAIO ceOe YallleuKy yCIOKaUBAIOILEro 0TBapa M yCaXkMBaloCh 3a CTOJ.

Apxy ToporuTh He pematock. Her cmbicha.

[Ipoxoaur elE yerBepTh yaca...

N nakoHen B KyxHIO 3axoauT crapyxa. Cpa3y ke 3aMedalo €€ MOKPACHEBIIUI HOC U MTPUITYX-
JIOCTb TJIa3.

Heyxenn Moit 0Tbe3/1 Tak Ha HEE OB ?

— Bc€ cobpana? — Mex 1y TeM CrpaiiuBaeT OHa U MOAXOAUT KO MHE.

— Bce.

— Hy Bot u cnaBHo. [loenems 1o 3tomy aapecy, — KJIaIET UCITMCAHHBINA JIUCT NEPEJO MHON
Y yKa3blBaeT Ha Ha3BaHWE YJIULbl 1 HOMep Aoma. — Crpocunib Jlykaca Mapreuu. Ckaxenib emy,
YTO OT MeHs1. Exenu KuB elg, To MoMOoKeT TeOe YyCTPOUTHCS... B rIbaui0 TOMOXKET BCTYIUTb.

— A srot Jlykac, KTo OH? — BCKHJBIBAIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B3IIA HA ApXY.

— Hpyr moii. Ctapunssiii. U eme, — jekapiiia BBIHUMAeT U3 KapMaHa cepeOpsiHyio Opolb 1
KJIAAET e€ MHe Ha J1aJoHb. — llepenaii emy 370... Torna Touno He oTkaxeT. M1 BOT m1cbMo emy.

Crapyxa 3aMONKaeT 1, HEOXKUJAHHO BCXJIMMbIBaeT. OOeCKypakeHHO CMOTPIO Ha HEe€ U B 3TOT
MOMEHT MeHsI 03apsieT: He 10 MHe OHa Oosibiiie yaca ciié3bl iwia! OX, He o MHe! BUITHO cBs3bIBaeT
ux ¢ 3TuM JlykacoM He TIpOCTO cTapasi Jpyx0a, a UCKPEHHSIS JIIOOOBb...

Ho B mymty se3th k 6adke He codupaiock. He Mo€ 31o neno. [lenaio Bup, 4to He 3amMevaro eé
YNaJHUYECKOTO HACTPOEHHUSI, BCTAIO U MPsIdy OpOIIb ¢ MUCbMOM B AOPOKHYIO cyMKy. Komatock, kak
MOXHO JIOJTBIIIE, 110 BpeMsi ApXH IPUIATH B ceOsl. A KOT/Ia BHITPSIMIISIIOCH, TO CTapyXa YKe IPUBBIYHO
cTpora.

— W rne ero, 6ecTonoyb, YepTy HOCIT? — OpPaHUTCS OHA, TPEBOKHO MOIJISAAbIBAs B OKHO, 32
KOTOPBIM YK€ HAUMHAeT cMepKaThes. — JlaBHO gomkeH OblT1 u3 MakeeBku BepHyThes. Hy Apcenuii!
Hy 3agam s Te6e! — Mainer KyJlakom, a 3aTeM OBOpaYMBaeTcsi KO MHe €O ciioBamMu: — ThI, AJjiec-
caHjipa, ToTOBa Oy/b, KaK TOJIbKO APCEHUI MPHEIET, TaK Cpa3y U B MYTb...

Ho Apcenwnii He BO3BpalllaeTcsl HM Yepe3 yac, HU Yepes3 JBa U 1aXke He Yyepe3 TPU.

Bcé 310 BpeMs Mbl U3HBIBAEM OT O:KUIAHUS.

Oxwupnanus u 6ecnokorictBa. CTpax, 4To B 1000 MOMEHT CIO[]a MOXKET 3asIBUTHCSI MO Ona-
TOBEPHBIN M YCTPOUTH 3[1ECh CAMOCY/], 3aCTABJISIET MOE CEepLIE UCITYTAaHHO CKUMATBLCS HE TOJBKO OT
Ka’KJIOTO J1ast CO0aKy, a 1axke OT KaXIOro e/1Ba CIIBIIIHOTO IIOpOoXa.

Bpewmsi, 0ObIUHO CTOTb CTPEMUTENHHOE, TeTIEPh KaKEeTCsI 3aCTHIBIIIMM, OYATO IECUMHKH B [ECOY-
HBIX Yacax Bpa3 3aMHpAIOT.

U korja 3a OKHOM yske TO3[IHSS1 HOUb, & HEPBBI HAIlIM HAKOJIEHHBI JI0 MIpeJiesia, K JA0MY HaKo-
HEII-TO MOIbe3XaeT ITOBO3Ka.

CriycTst mapy MUHYT pa3AaéTcs NPUITTYHIEHHBINA CTYK B IBEPb, U APCEHUI 3aXOIUT B JIOM.

— Twl rae mwisics, aypbst Oamika? — TyT e HaOpackiBaeTcsi Ha Hero Apxa. — HeyxTo onsith
3a ctapoe B3suics? Tak s Te0s mac Haydy ymy pasymy!...

Jlekapiua XxBartaeT MOJIOTEHLIE CO CITIMHKU CTYJIA, 3aMaXUBAETCSl U HAUMHAET HACTYNATh Ha BO3-
HHUYETO.

ApceHuit OTOPOIIENIO BBITyYMBAET I71a3a U OCEHSIET Ce0s1 KPeCTOM.

— Jla He un . borom kisiHYCh He ! A 3ajiepkKaiicst OTTOro, YTO KOJIECO B IOPOTre CJIOMa-
Jock. Bot noka nounHmi, noka goexai... Tak u creMHesno yxe. A 4To ciyumnoch-to, Apxa? Heyxro
exarb Kyna npucnuunio? He naii 6or 3axBopait KTo?
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Jlekapia 3amupaer Ha MecTe.

— Bot! — Apxa B3r110M yKa3bIBaeT Ha MeHs1. — [ 0Croky HaJJoOHO JI0 Topoza CBeCTu. AJipec
CKaxeT Teoe.

— Tak MOxeT ¢ yTpa...

— 4 tebe mam ¢ yrpa! — nekapina cypoBO ynupaer pyku B 60ka. — AJb cioBa Apxu s
TeOg HA4Yero He 3Hauar? Pa3 ckaszaja ceiiyac HaJ0, 3HAYUT Be3u!

My>XK4rHa TSIKETIO B3/IBIXAeT M MOKOPHO KUBAET.

— Kak ckaxenib, Apxa, — CIHMHOMW MATUTCS K ABEPH M UCHOLIOObS TIOTJISIIbIBAET HA MEHSI.
— I 310... Tam... Ha ynure Oymy xaaTs.

— Kyna? — BHOBb B3pbIBaeTcs 0a0ka. — A cyHayku? HeyxkTo rocroxa cama CTaHeT TacKaTh?

[NepeBoxy HEOYyMEHHBIN B3MJIsA ¢ ApXY HA €JUHCTBEHHBI HEOOJBIION JOPOKHBIN CYHAYK U
CYMKY — 3TO BCE, UTO sl peliiia B3sTh C COOOM B MyTb.

Mo mHue, Tak u BripaBay cama Obl cripaBriiack. He Takast yx u Tspk€nasi Hola.

Ho Apcenuii nociyiHo BOgpyKaeT CyMKY Ha KPBIIIKY 3aKPbITOrO CYHIYyKa, a 3aTeM, CJIOBHO
MYIIMHKY, TOAXBATHIBAET €r0, PA3BOPAUMBAETCS U CTPEMHTENIBHO BBIXOAUT U3 JIOMY.

Korna Bo3HMUMii yXOOUT, HOHUMAIO, IPUIILIO BPEMSI MPOLIATHCS.

Bcraio u nonxoxy k Apxe. Bepy e€ 3a pyku u TeIuio yp0anch.

— Apxa... — HauMHAaI0, HO CTapyxa nepeduBaeT MeHs.

— Monuu, neBKa, He pBU Aylly, — [JIyXO0, C HAAPHIBOM F'OBOPUT. — Ye3xkaii!

Msue 0o/bHO BHIETh, KaK CTapyxa cTpamaeT. B e€ mmazax Oyps SMOIMiA, KOTOPYIO OHa TaK
TIIETHO THITAETCS CKPHITh OT MeHs. Kaxjoe Mopranue — 3TO KpolneyHasi OMTBa, MOMNbBITKA Yaep-
KaTb XPYIKYIO IPaHb MEKIY CIIOKOMCTBUEM U OTUasiHMEM. B e€ riazax 6e3Haie)KHOCTh — OHA CHOBA
OCTa€rcs OfHa.

I'ynxo criateiBao TSKEIBII KOM B rOpiie U, HECMOTPs Ha BSIJIOE CONPOTUBIIEHHE APXU KPENKO
OoOHMMAIO €.

— Crnacu6o Bam, Apxa, — UCKpeHHe, OT Bcel Ay mermuy eir. — Cracu6o 3a Beé. 51 Bcerma
Oy/y IOMHUTB Bac. S He Mory o0emarh, HO s TocTapaloch BepHyThesl... [Tozxke. Korna Beg ymagurcs.
U na... 5 661 oueHb XoTena, 9ToObl y MeHs Oblla TaKasi MyJpasi HACTABHHUIIA Kak Bbl. BO3MOKHO, 1axe
6aoyka...

He BblnepxuBao ¥ rpOMKO BCXJIMIIBIBAIO, 3aTEM OTCTPAHSIOCh, BHITUPAIO CIIE3bI U OTXOKY K
JIaBKE, HA KOTOPOU MEHS, BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO YacoB, KJET TEIMJIbIA JOPOKHBIN I1J1a11l.

[NomHnMaro ero v HakKUIbIBaIO ceOe Ha TICYH.

Bcé 310 Bpemsa Apxa MOJIUMT.

W B 3TOM €€ MOTUaHUU — BCSI OHa, HACTOSAIIAS, TITyOOKasi, 0ECKOHEUHO CHJIbHAS ApXa C paHu-
MO JTyIIOH.

— [lopa... — OKMIBIBAIO CUITY3T CTAPYLIKK IPOILAIBHBIM B3[JISIIOM U MOKUAAI0 JOM.

Ha ynune rimy6okast Houb. TEMHO Tak, YTO 5 €[jBa pa3/nyalo TPOIUHKY, YTO BEJET 3a Orpajy.
WNny mennenHo, He crema. Ho Bckope no maram 3a cliuHOM MOHMMalo — Apxa et 3a MHou. Cra-
HOBUTCS Cpa3y CIIOKOIHEN.

He nonmnmalo, Kak s cTaHy CyIIeCTBOBATh B 3TOM UYKOM JUIsl MeHsI Mupe Oe3 HeE?

He yBepenna cmory s 51, HO JOJIKHA ONBITATbCS.

3a BopoTamMM pasjinyaio OYepTaHus KPhITOM NMOBO3KU M HAIIPABJISIIOCH K HEM.

[Momoiins, ocTaHaBIMBAIOCh, YTOOBI €IIE pa3 MOMPOIIATHCS C APXOH.

Crapyxa nonxoauT U, B CBOEW IIPUBBIYHON MaHepe, HAUMHAET BOpUaTh Ha ApPCEHUSI.

— Apcenuii! [lypens To1 60poaathiii! @oHapb-TO 32KrU! AJIb HE BOPBI KAKUE, YTOOBI IO MOTEM-
KaM TO ye3xKaTb!

B 1oT 3xe MOMeHT cBeT (hoHapsi ObET 10 T71a3aM, U s KPENKO 3aKMYPUBAIOCh OT SIPKOTO HeTlpu-
BBIYHOT'O CBETA, a KOrJja OTKPbIBAIO, CMOTPIO YK€ He Ha Apxy. Mol B3IIs1]1, CJIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHBIM,
oOpatéH eii 3a criuHy. Tyzaa, rae MesnbKaeT He MEHbIIIEe YeM COTHS OTHEH. .
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Boru!

Maro toro, 4to (pakesoB ThMa, TaK OHM €IIE U TUIABHO MOKAYMBASICh, IPUOJIIKAIOTCS K HAM.

— Apxa!? — ucnyranHo BckpukuBaw. — [locmorpu!

Babka obopaurBaetcs, U ¢ e€ Ty0 CpbIBaeTCs 3J10€ pPyraTeibCTRBO.

S xe uenexew.

He B cunax otopBaTh B3MIsia OT MPUOIMKAIOIIUXCS OTOHEH, YyBCTBYIO, KaK XOJIOAHBIA TOT
crekaet 1o crune. Cepatie ObETCS Tak TPOMKO, UTO, KaKETCsl, €0 OTTOJOCKH Pa3HOCATCS 1O BCer
yJIULE U JaKe TPOHUKAIOT B JOMa.

Crycrst Kakoe-To BpeMsl 10 MEHsI JOHOCUTCS [TTyXOM M MEPHBIH CTYK KOIIBIT, KOTOPBI C KAk 0N
MpOIIe/IIeld CEeKyHI0W CTaHOBUTCS BCE Ommke u Ommke. Ho 1 9T0 He momMoraeT MHE BEpHYThCS B
PEabHOCTB, JIMIIb YCIIBIIIAB OKPUK ApPXH, 1 B3IparvBaio 1 HAYMHAIO CIIEIITHO 3a0MPaThCsl B TIOBO3KY.

— Tloracu ¢onaps! — mexay Tem Kpuunt Apxa. — W ronu! ['onu ponHenskuii! B 00be3n
e3xai!

— Onmnacso xe!

[TbrTaetcst Bo3pa3uTh ApceHuil, HO TIIeTHO. baOKy HUKTO He cMmeeT ociymarbes. Y Apcenuit
HE CMOT.

Vike yepe3 MrHOBEHbE MOBO3Ka CPBIBAETCSI C MECTA U HBIPSIET BO ThMY.

Korneca cryuar nmo HepoBHO# Jopore, BHIOMBAsi pUTM, KOTOPBIN CJIMBAETCS C OEIIEHBIM CTYKOM
Moero cepaua. B ToT MOMEHT £ y:ke OTUETIMBO MOHMMAJIa, YTO HOYHbIE BCAJIHUKHU €1YT 10 MOIO AYIITY.

OcraBasnoch OIHO — HA/IESATHCA U, KaK Obl TIIYTIO 3TO HE 3BYyYasIO, MOJIUTHCS.

MomuTbcs1, 9TO HAC HEe JTIOTOHST...
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I'nmaBa 20

[MoBo3Ky moxOpachiBaIo Ha KaXA0M yxale, TPsCJIO Ha KaXIoi BRIOOWHE, HO ApceHuid OyaTo
Obl He 3ameyast 3toro. OH pa3 3a pa3oM 3aMaxHBaJICs KHYTOM, KpU4all, TPO3KICS MPUOUTH OeJHYIO
Jomagb. MykurHa BCEeMH MBICIMMBIMUA M HEMBICTMMBIMH CIIOCOOAMU TBITAJICS] OTOPBAThCS OT BCA-
HUKOB, YTO €XaJI1 HaM IO IISITaM.

[TpuxaBimcs K 3aqHeMy OOpTY MOBO3KM M CXBATUBILUCh PyKaMU 3a JIEPEBSIHHBIE IUIaXH, 5 C
BCETONIOIAIIIMM CTPaxoM HaOmoasa 3a npuommkaonmmics orasiMu. CaMux mpecieioBarenen
He ObLIO BUIHO, HO 1O MEPIAIOIUM haKelaM MOXHO ObUIO € JIETKOCTBIO ONPEAETUTh, YTO 38 HAMU
MYaTcs MIeCTepo BCAIHUKOB. M K MOeMy OropueHuio, He CMOTpsl Ha CTapaHUsi ApceHHs! OTOPBAThCS
OT HUX, JiIoAu [I3MOHa HEYMOIMMO MPUOIUAKAIHC.

Ha ouepeaHoM noBopoTe MOBO3KY TaK 3aHECIIO, YTO APCEHHIO C OFPOMHBIM TPYJOM YIaJIOCh
BBIIIPABUTh €€ U HE J1aTh HaM CBAJIMTHCA B OBpar. Toraa-To s M MOHsJIA, YTO MEPeA0 MHOIO CTOUT
©e3:KaJIOCTHBIN BHIOOP: JTMOO MBI HEMOEXKHO pacIrOeMcsi B 3TOM TOHKE U TOrJa KepTB OyaeT IBoe,
760 51 AOOPOBOJIBHO CIAMCS B PyKH TIpeciieloBaTeei.

Jlaxxe He 3ayMbIBasiCh, s1 BRIOpaJia BTOpOeE.

4l He MorJ1a MO3BOJIUTH, YTOOBI APCEHUI MOCTPaIAN M3-32 MEHSI.

PazxaB no0OesesIye najblpl, S MPAKTUYECKH MOMON3/1a K TOMY MECTY, Ile CUe] MYy KUMHa.
Ho noBo3Ky npososkano MBLIPATh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OTUYEro 3TU MOJITOpa METpa 10 BO3HU-
Yero MoKa3aJuch MHE 4yTh JIM HE BEUHOCTBIO. HeckosbKko pas s majana, napy pa3 MeHsl OTKU/IbIBAJIO
00paTHO B 330K MOBO3KH, ITPY STOM OOJIBHO yAapsisi 00 AEpeBO, HO 51, C HACTHIPHOCTBIO YTOMAIOIIETO
MO/IHMMAaJ1aCh ¥ BHOBb MPOIOJIKAJIA MOJI3TH.

W B KoHel1, Koraa CUJI IPAaKTUYECKHU HE OCTAJIOCh, 51 HAKOHELl J00pasiach 10 Bo3HnYero. CxBaTus
€ero 3a pyKy, f, 4TO €CTb MOYH, 3aKpuyaa:

— Ocranosn!!!

Ho ApceHnuil auiib Ma3HyJ1 10 MHE HEJOYMEHHBIM B3[JI1JOM U BHOBb 3aMaxXHYJICSI KHYTOM Ha
KOHS.

— Croii! [Ipomry Te6st! OctanoBu! PazoObemcest jxe! — Bepemiana s, Kak 6e3yMHasl.

Ho Bo3anumit He pearnposai. OH B 04€peHON pa3 B3MaxHy/I KHyTOM U OTITYCTHJI €70 Ha KpyII
JIoIIau.

KuBOTHO pe3ko JEPHYIOCH M eIE IMyIle MPekHEro modexano BHepésl, OTYEro MeHsI BHOBb
OTKMHYJIO B 3a[l.

— Be3yMHBIi... — mpolnenTaa s 1 BUSTHIACh 3a OMKaimii 60pT, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO yAep-
KaTbCs B MIOBO3KE.

HeosxunanHo, o3aayu HaC MOCTBIIIAINCh MY/KCKUE PyraTebCTBa, KPUKU U MIPUKA3bl OCTAHO-
BUTb. Yepes NpoXyAuBILYIOCS TKaHb 51 YBUZENA, YTO BCAJHUKH, ITPEC/Ie/IOBABIIME HAC, YKe ITPAKTH-
YeCcKH psIoM ¢ Hamu. OIMH U3 HUX TPHIIIOPUIT KOHST; OH CO CKOPOCTBIO BETpa 0OOTHYJI CaMy ITOBO3KY
Y BBIXBAaTWUJI BOXKU Y ApceHust. Y TobKO mocie 3Toro NoBo3ka crajia 3aMeyifTh XOJl, a BCKOpe U
BOBCE OCTAHOBUJIACh.

CTonsio 3TOMY MPOU30MTH, KaK OIMH U3 MYKYMH CHEHINIICS, PUOIM3UIICS U TPyOO CXBaTUII
MEHs 3a PyKY.

— JIbepa Aneccanipa, — 3By4YHO, 0€33MOLIMOHAIILHO 103BaJ1 OH. — [Iporty Bac moexars co
MHOW.

Mos nonsITKa OCBOOOJUTH PyKY HE YBEHUAJIaCh YCIIEXOM, a JIMIIb pa303JIKiia pecyeaoBaTess.

— Iporry npocTUTh MEHs, Jibepa, HO Y MEHs IpUKa3.

OH pe3ko AEPHYNT MeHs Ha ceOs, U s 3ammiena or 6omu. Ho 3T0 He OCTaHOBMIIO MYKYMHY.
Cunoit BHITAIIMB MEHS HapyXKy, OH BCETO HAa MTHOBEHbE pa3)kasl CBOM 3aXBarT, U TO TOJIBKO I TOTO,
YTOOBI 3aNIPHITHYTh Ha JIOIIA/Ib, 3aTEM CKJIOHUTHCS, PHIBKOM TTOAHSATH MEHS ¥ TIOCAIUTh TIepeji COOO.
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A caciiajia O4YEpEIHYIO IIOIBITKY BBIPBATHCA W €1Ba HE CBAJIMJIAChL C KOHA IPSAMO €MY IO
KOIbITa. B1aro BcaIHMK BOBpeMsi 3aMETHJI 3TO U YCIIesI IEPeXBaTUTh MeHs1. Pykoil 0OOBMB MOIO TaJIHIO,
OH KPEIKo Ipyxasl MeHs K cede. [Tpukait ¢ Takoi CUJION, YTO 51 M B3IOXHYTh HE B CHJIaX ObLa.

— Kro BbI? YTO Bam HyKHO? — MpaKTUYECKU MPOCUIIENIA.

Ho Bcagnuk momyan. Jlumb xBatky ocinadui. [IpuimnopuB KOHs, OH IyCTHJI €0 B OOpaTHYIO
CTOPOHY.

Torpaa s pemmnia 3aiiT ¢ Ipyroid CTOPOHBI.

— Kak BBI cMeeTe Tak co MHOM oOpamarhcsi!? — BCKpPHUKHYJIA TaK, Kak ObI cliesiaia 3TO HaCTo-
simasi Xo3siMka tesia. — Bbl XoTh IoHUMaeTe ¢ kem umeerte jaeno? 4 abepa! S rocnoxa!

Ho...

Bcé Bycryio.

MyX4rHa, CUAEBIINIA TI033J1 CJIOBHO HE CIIBIIIAI.

Jla 3TOT GecuyBCTBEHHbINH 4ypOaH JEMOHCTPATMBHO UTHOPUPOBAJ MEH: !

OcraBajyioch TOJIBKO CMUPHUTHCS U HaJIeAThCs Ha Onaropasymue [IsiiMoHa.

"O 6oxe! — s e1Ba He paccMesiiach, KOT/ia BCIIOMHMJIA K KOMY MeHs Be3yT. — Ha kakoe Ora-
ropasymMue MOKHO HaJIeAThCS, €CTM pedb UAET 0 MOoEéM ObiBiieM Mysxke! OH 3Beps! JlioThiid. Besxka-
noctHeiii. U 6ecceprednsiii. TakoMy He 3HAKOMO TaKOe YyBCTBO, Kak Muiiocepaue!”
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MHe noka3ayioch, 4TO Ha 0OpaTHYIO JOPOTy Y HaC YIILIO BABOE MEHBIIIE BPEMEHH.

[Mpocro pa3, oBa M BOT yXe Jiomapb, OekaBlllasl rajoroM, pe3KO OCTAaHABIMBACTCS Y J0Ma
Apxu, a cuAeBIIMN 103311 MyK4MHa OTIycKaeT MeHA. He oxupaBias Takod MOACTABH C €r0 CTO-
POHBI, 51 HE YCIIEBAIO 32 YTO-JIMO0 YXBATUTHCS U JIedy Ha 3eMJII0 BHU3 TOJIOBOM.

Kak s Tornma He pacmmonack, oqHOMY 00Ty U3BECTHO.

A BOT yapuiach 3HaTHO.

Ho xryuas 607b CJIOBHO BepHYJ1a MEHs K peajibHOCTU. FIMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT $ MOHsIIA: 51 He
caamcs Tak mpocto. f crany 60poThes 3a cBolo ku3Hb. Kak? HeBaxkno. [1ycts MHe mpunaércst youTs,
HO s IOJDKHA TIOCTOSAITH 3a ceds1. Pa3 BeICIIME CHITBI TEpEeMECTHIIM MEHSI B 3TO TeJO, 3HAUMT 51 00s13aHa
BBIKMTD.

BonHa ocTpoii, Kak HOX OOUIIBI pa3ropesach B IyIle.

ITonHsB ronoBy Ha CBOEro OOMIYMKA, 51 3710 MPOLLIUIIeNa:

— Vomonok!

Ho myx4nHa paxe He ynoctows1 MeHs B3I1AA0M. CIpBITHYB C JIOIIaad, OH HAMOTaJl Ha PyKY
Y311y ¥ OTOILEN B CTOPOHY.

Crenus 3yObl, YTOOBI MOM Bpar He YCI/IBIIIAIA HA OHOTO CTOHA OO M C)KaB PYKU B KYJIaKH,
s Havas1a nopHuMarscs. Ho BOpyr, npsAMo Haz rojoBoy, pa3falics NPUATHBIA MEJTOJUYHBIN TOJIOC.

— ThI 3acTaBuIa MEHs KJaTh, AJleccaHIpa.

A 3amepia.

Ortkyna 3aech xkeHipHa? S okugana, 4to MeHs KIET BcTpeya ¢ B30eleHHbIM [[31iiMOHOM, HO
HHMKaK HA 0COO0M KEHCKOTO MOJIa.

MeieHHO BCTaB, S OHsJIA TOJIOBY U 3aCThLIA.

Ilepeno MHOM CTOsIa HE3HAKOMAS JKEHIIMHA.

OueHsb KpacuBas.

E€ apucrokparuyHsle, 61aropoHble YepThl JHLA U3TyYaal yTOHYEHHOCTb, & BBICOKUE CKYJIBI,
rPaIio3HO OYepUYCHHbIE IyObl M TOHKHMIA HOC CO3/1aBaJIi TapMOHUYHBINA aHcamOIb. Ho Gonblie Beero
MeEHS NIOPa3uJI €€ B3MVIA: HaJIMEHHbIN, XOJIOJHBIA U B TOT K€ MOMEHT 3aBOPAKUBAIOLIHN.

— K10 BBI? — HETOYMEHHO cIIpocuIa e€.

JKeHiuHa npowiack N0 MOEMy JIMLYY U3YYalolUM B3IJISIIOM.

— XM... — 3alyMYuBO U3peKja OHa. — 3HauuT, [I3MMOH He Bpaj, KOraa roBOpWJI, YTO ThI
noTepsiia MamsTh. XOTs... Thl M HE JOJDKHA MeHsI IOMHUTh. MBI ¢ TOOO# BUIEMCh-TO Beero pa3. U
TO, TOrJa Thl ObIa B HE ceOe OT ropsi.

E€ cioBa mHe He 0 yém He roBopuiu. Ho rae-to riyOoko B Ayile s yxke Hadaua MOHUMATh
K10 oHa. IIpocTo He roroBa Oblla MpU3HATHL cede TO, YTO UMEHHO M3-32 TOM 3a3HOOBI, (HE)MOH MyXK
npesal MeHs.

3HauuT, OHA JIy4lle MeHA?

OtcrynuB Ha 11ar, s CKJIOHWJIACh U MOIBITAJIACH CTPSAXHYTH C IUIAThs IPs3b, YTO ycIlella Ipu-
JIMITHYTB K OfekJie BO BpeMs najeHus. Ho cTouso aioHsiM PUKOCHYTHCS K Hapsay, Kak s TYT ke
noxasiesia 00 3ToM. 3aluneB OT 00K U C HEHABUCTBIO TOCMOTPEB Ha MATHA OT KPOBU, YTO OCTAJIMChH
OT U3paHEHHBIX JIAJJOHEH, 51 OTOpOCHIIa 3Ty 3aTelo.

I'mymo, 4TO B TOT MOMEHT MeHs 3a00THJI MO BHEIIHMI BUI. Ho B TO ke BpeMsl, pAIoM ¢ 3TOi
0c0001i 51 4yBCTBOBaA ceOs1 3aMapanikoi. XOTs OTHIOAb TaKOK He ObLIa.

BrinpsAMUBIINCH, NTPUIIAANIA PACTPENAHHBIA BOJIOC U C BBI30BOM MOCMOTpEJa Ha Ty, U3-3a
KOTOpOH noru6sa xo3siika Tesa, 4to 5 3aHsa.
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— 3auem BHI 37IeCh? — KaK MOKHO YBEpEHHee MPOU3Hecsa, HO T0cjie MO roJIoC APOTHYIIL. -
Omn... IpiimoH... ['ne ceituac on? U rae Apxa?

MeHs1 He Tak CTpaInIa BCTpeva ¢ OBIBIIINM, KaK I'PBI3JIO0 OECIIOKOWCTBO 3a Jiekapiry. He cMoTpst
Ha TO, YTO BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BO3JIE IoMa ApXHU OBbIJIO OCBEINEHO, caMy s e€ HUT/Ie He YBHJIEa.

— He 0o¥ics, — KeHIMHA eBa 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYIach. — JI9WMOH cefiuac B HAIlleM 3aMKe.
W, Hazetoch, Kpenko cruT. A 6adka TBOsI, — TeHb Ope3rMBOCTH Mpodexkana no e€ auiy. — Ona
B joMe. C Hell BCE B MOPSIZIKE.

®yx... [1aBHOE, ApXa KUBa.

41 c obneryeHrieM BbIJOXHY/IA U BHOBb TIOBTOPHJIA:

— Yro Bam Hy)kHO oT MeHs1? Eciu BbI puexasu, yToObl nepeyoenTh MeHsl, TO HanpacHo! S
HE OTKaXYCh OT ChlHa!

Most cobeceHuIIa clierKa CKJIOHUIA TOJIOBY M CMepHJIa MEHS OIIEHUBAIOLIMM B3IJISIOM.

— Tol yBepeHa? — U30rHyB OpOBH, OHa CIIOBHO OKaTHJIa MEHsI BOJTHOM XOJIO/A.

— Ha... da! 4 yeepena! Kpucruan I'pang moii cein! U 51 3Ha10, 4TO OH KUB!

— A ecnm Tak? — KEHIIMHA YCMEXHYJIach U celiaia kKecT pyKowu.

B TOT 3Xe MOMEHT KO MHe Moi0eskau ABoe My KIrH. CXBATHUB MEHS, OHU CKPYTHJIM MHE PyKH
Y 3aCTaBIJIM YIIACTb Ha KoJieHW. OJJVH 13 HUX CXBATHJI MEHSI 32 BOJIOCHI, CHJTKOM TOHSLIT MOIO TOJIOBY
Y 3aCTaBIJI CMOTPETh Ha MX TOCHIOKY. BTOPOI1 BBIHYJI KHHKAJT U3-3a MOsICA ¥ TIPHCTABIII MHE K TOPITY.

— Hy? Yro tenepp ckaxels?

Ona nofonuia 6;1rke U MpoBesia KOHYMKOM Tajiblia MHE 10 IIeKe.

— Ecnu g npukaxy, oHH, HE 3aJyMbIBasiCh, IiepepexyT Tede ropio. Tel 3Toro xouems? — e€
roJI0C 3By4aJl BKPaJUMBO, CJIOBHO MPOBEPsIsi MEHs. — B 3TOM cityuyae Thl OTKaXelbCst OT Hero?

Cnézpl 0Okurany rasa. [Ipixanue nepexBaTuio. A camy MeHsl KOJIOTHIIa KPYITHAs JPOXKb.

— Her... He otkaxych! — cjioBa camu ciertenu ¢ 1y0.

YMoOM 51 He IOHMMAJIa, YTO 51 TBOpI0? DTO Beaib axe He Mor peOEHOK! Tak mouemy s JOKHA
KEpTBOBATh COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO paju dyxoro autsa? Ho 4ro-Tto, BHYTpH MeHs, COITPOTUBIISIIOCH,
HE J]aBaJjio MOCTYIHUTb MO JIPYTOMY.

3aKpbIB 11432, 51 IPUTOTOBUJIACH MOIUIATUTHCS 3a CBOE YIPSIMCTBO.

[pomuto, HaBepHOE, YyTh OOJbIIIE MUHYTHL. Y 3TO BpeMs MOKa3a1och MHE BEYHOCTHIO.

— IlpekpacHo! — HEOKXMIAHHO BCKPUKHYJA KEHIIMHA. — DTO TO, YTO Sl U XOTea OT TeOs
YCIIBIIIIATD !

S yauBIIEHHO pacriaxHyJa IJias3a.

— Ornycrute e€! — npukasaja oHa.

Kumxain TyT ke nepecran JaBUTh Ha TOPIIO, & PYKHU CTaJIM CBOOOJHBIMHU.

— Bcranb!

Horu ot nepexutoro crpecca Apoxaiu, HO MHE BCE JKe yIaI0Ch OOHATHCS 0e3 Ybei-TO MOCTO-
poHHe# nomortny. Beras, s HeMOHUMAIOIIE MOCMOTpeNa Ha Ty, YTO TaK jKeCTOKO IMOUTpaia co MHOM.

— Tlpoctu, — oHa HeOpeKHO MOXaJla TUIeYaMU U TOPbKO YCMeXHy/ach. — $ nomkHa Obuia
yOemuThCs, UTO ¢ TOOOU OH OyIeT B O€30MacHOCTH.

— Kro — on?

OHa czenaiia )ecT pyKOl U U3 KapeTsl, CTOSIIEH o331 He€ BhIIIUIA el ofHa KeHIuHa. B
pPyKax oHa Jiepkasia OOJBIIYIO TUIETEHYI0 KOP3UHY U, Cyls MO0 TOMY C Kakoil Oepe)XHOCTbIO OHa e
Hecsa, BHYTPU OBUIO YTO-TO OYeHb LeHHOe. [IprOnM3uBIINCh, OHA 3aCThlIa 32 CIIMHOW CBOEW roc-
TIOXKHU.

Sl mepeBena HeIOyMEHHBIN B3IJIs] ¢ KOP3UHBI Ha TOCThIO0. 11 0OpaTHO.

Sl coBepIieHHO HMYEro He MoHUMavIa!

HeoxunanHo, BHYTpY KOP3WHBI YTO-TO 3aIlIEBEMJIOCh U JI0 MEHSI JOHECCS HEeIOBOJIbHBIN
THCK...
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O, 60xe! Heyxemn 310 TO, 0 UM s 1ake TyMaTh HEe CMea. ..

Ho 3auem 370i1 *eHIIMHe TPUBO3UTh MHE peOEHKa?

4 mepeBena omenoOMIICHHBI B3I Ha n30paHHuUIy [siiMoHa. B moeii ronose Obuta yiima
BOIIPOCOB, HO £ JJa)XE PTa HE yCIesla OTKPBITh, KAK OHA NEPBOM Hayasia TOBOPUTH:

— Aneccanppa, Mo MPOIIECTBUN BpeMs s OHsUIA KaKyIo OIMIMOKY Mbl COBEPILHJIN, OTHSIB €T0
y Tebs1. U s permiia 3To UCTIpaBUTh, — OHA KMBHYJIA JKEHIIMHE, KOTOpasi Cy/s 10 BceMy Oblia Kop-
MmLed Mansima. — OTtoa ei ero.

Ta cnerHO MpUOIM3MIACH U TIPOTSIHYJIA MHE KOP3UHY.

S MalIMHAIBbHO MOTAHYJIACh K PyuKe, HO OyKBaJIbHO Yepe3 CeKYH/y OMyCTHJIa PyKU U OTCTY-
mwia. 51 He Bepuita eil. He moHnMana, ¢ Kakom 310 CTaTH OHA PELIJIa BEPHYTh MHE ChiHA. Bo3MOXHO,
CKpBITHIN OBOX ? V1 €€ 4To-TO, Yero s He 3Haja?

Wnm npocto He noMHMIIA. ..

4 cmepuna XeHIIMHY MOero OBIBIIEro MyXa MPHCTAIBHBIM B3MISIAOM. B e€ rasax s xorena
HaWTH OTBET, XOTs Obl Ha OfMH U3 BonpocoB. Ho kakoro e Obul0 MOE yAMBJIEHHE, KOIJla BMECTO
OTBETOB 1 YBUJIeJIa HEPUKPHITYIO 00Jb. I HE MoIvIa MOBEPUTDH B TO, YTO OHA - COBEPIIEHHO YyXKas
JKEHIMHA [UIs1 MOETO ChIHA, CMOIJIA UCKPEHHE €ero MO0OUTb.

— 3auem? — miporienTaia OMHUMHU ryoamu. — 3aueM Bbl 310 Jenaere? C Kako# LelTblo Mpu-
BE3JIM ero cona?

Ona r1yOOKO B3JOXHY/A U C TITyOOKOH HEKHOCTBIO IOCMOTpENa B KOP3UHY. YTOJIKHU €€ ryd
APOTHYJIU B IPYCTHOM YJIbIOKE.

— Msue 60nBpHO TPU3HABaTh, HO eMy OyJIeT JIydllle ¢ TOOOH, — OHa yCMeXHyJ1ach. — PaHbine s
BCerza AyMajia, 4yTo JeHbI'M pemaioT Be€. Ho okazanock, 4To HUKakue 60raTcTBa He CMOTYT 3aMEHUTh
peOEHKY poIHYyI0 MaTh. B TOT AeHb, KOrJa Thl MOKMHYJA 3aMOK, MOM MaJblll... [IpocTu, TBOM CHIH...
OH nHauan cnabetb. OH OTKa3bIBAJICA OT €bl U MOCTOSIHHO I1aKal. [J3IMOH rOBOpUII, YTO 3TO HOP-
MaJbHO. TBepIuI, 4To 3T0 peOEHOK, a 3HAYUT eMy TOJIOKEHO TUIakaTh... Ho s-To Buaena, 4Tto ¢ Kax-
JbIM IPOLIEAIINM JHEM EMY CTAaHOBUTCA TOJIBKO Xyxke. OH yracasn psAaoM co MHOU, Aseccanapal...

Ona 3amomyana, CJIOBHO eil TpeOoBalIoch BpeMs, YTOObl coOpaThesi ¢ MblcissMu. U Bckope,
CMaxHYB CJIE3bI C PECHMLI, OHA IPOOJIKIIIA TOBOPUTH:

— Bama cBsi3b, oHa HepymumMa. 3pst Mbl BooO1Ie Be€ 310 3atesyii. Ho KTo ke 3Haj, 4To OH
He cmupurcs. TBoW CbiH, Asleccanzipa, OH He NpUH:UI MeHA. S1 He 3Halo nosepuib Ju Thl... Ho 4
noymo6ua ero! Beeii mymoi npusszanack K Hemy! Thl 3Haelb, MHE COBEpIIEHHO Oe3pa3inyHa TBOS
cynb0a. Ho oH... OH ympér 6e3 Te6s. Pagu vero! Tonbko paau Hero, s moctymnaio Tak. Hazneock, Thl
CMOJeIlIb M03a00TUTHCS O HEM... — BCE 3TO BpeMsl OHAa F'OBOPUJIA PA3MEPEHHO, HO B KOHIIE HEOKH-
naHHO 3aKkpuvaia: — Hy u vero ke Tol Mequuimb, Aneccangpa? Bossmu ero! 3a6epu ceina! MHaue
51 BepHy ero [Isiimony!

VcnpimaB uMs OBIBIIETO MyXa, 51 TYT K€ aKTMBU3UPOBAJach. 1 He MoIya JOMYCTHTh, YTOObI
9TOT peOEHOK PoC psaoM ¢ uynoBuiieM. ITycTb s He MaTh eMy, HO BCE ke CMOTY BOCIIUTATh M3 HETO
MOPSIOYHOTO YesioBeKa. CTPeMUTENBHO MPUOIU3HUBIINCE, 1 BHIPBajia KOP3UHY U3 PyK KOPMUJIUILIBI U
BHOBb OTCTYIWJIA. YIUBUTEILHO, HO KOp3WHA ObLIa [0 KyTH TSIKENON. CIIOBHO BHYTPHY HE€ HAXOAMIICS
He O/IMH HOBOPO>X/IEHHBIM, a KAK MUHUMYM MATh. Brienusimce o00euMu pykamu B pyuKy, s C TPyAOM
Jepkaia €€ Ha BECy.

Ho crnenyromas MbICTb, 3acTaBIa MEHS 103a0bITh 000 BCEM.

— Ho JIsiiMoH! — uciyraHHO BCKpUKHYJIa 1. — Thl jke IpuBe3/ia MajbuuKa cioia 0e3 ero
BezioMa! JISMIMOH HU 3a YTO HEe CMUPUTCS ¢ TBOMM perieHreM ! OH NpuIET B OEIIEeHCTBO, KOT/ia y3HaeT,
yto Kpucruan y mens.
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— Tol mpaBa, — oHa HeOpexHO KuBHYJIa. — Ceitvac [I9iMOH Kperko cnut. f nommmia emy
COHHOTO 3€JIbsi B BUHO, HO YTPOM, KOTIJa OH MPOCHETCS, TO Oy/eT B SIpOCTU HE OOHAPYKHB ChiHA B
nerckoii. [Tosromy Thl momkHa Oexars! Kyma yromao! Ho nmopasneine orciona. [porry tebds1, cnenaii
TaK, 4TOOBI OH HUKOI/A BaC He HaIen!

— Heyxenu eI coBceM He OOMIIILCS €ro?

Omna paccMmesinach, CJIOBHO Oe3yMHasI.

— AJnteccanjipa, — CKBO3b CMeX BbljIaBIIIa OHa. — OH MOT U3JeBaThCs HAl TOOOM, HO HUKOT/1a
HE ITOCMEET B OTKPBITYIO BpakJ0BaTh cO MHOI. OH He ocMeeT HaBpeIuTh MHe !

[Mpuniia Most ouepesb cMesThes. TONBKO B OTIMYMU OT MOEH COOECEHUIbI, B MOEM CMeXe He
ObLI0 Oe3paccycTBa. S cMesiach 3710, MPAKTHYECKU W3/IeBaTeIbCKU.

— Th1 ymaenb Bama Ji0OOBb HACTONIBKO CUJIbHA? - CIIPOCHIIA 5 Y He€, OTCMesIBIIUCh. — Tak
MO3BOJIb HATOMHUTH TeOe, C KEM ThI KUBEIIL. BCIOMHM, Kak OH MOCTYyNuI co MHOU. OH He yesioBek !
V Hero HeT cepana!l ToT 6e3:KaTOCTHBIN, MOPAILHBIN YPOJ HE YMeeT JIIOOUTH !

— Ipdd... — npenedpexutensHo (BIPKHYIA OHA. — AJleccaHapa, MeKAy MHOU U TOOOM
orpoMHasi pasHuna. Tel — Oe3pogHasi JIeBKa, MpUBE3eHHAs] B 3aMOK M3 MOHACTHIps. §I — 3HaT-
Hasl JIbepa, 3a CIIMHOW KOTOPOM MoIHas BiacTb. Eciin [IoSMOH peluT MHE OTOMCTUTD, OH )KECTOKO
TMOTLTATUTCS 3a 3T0. Moii oTelr o0salaeT Tako CHJION, 4To [I9MMOHY M He CHIIIOCh. A JTioOoBb? 3Ha-
elllb JI, MBI He 3BEpU U TOKE yMeeM JIIoOUTh. S ske cMoria mooOuTh TBoero chiHa! Bo3moxHo [I9ii-
MOH He JTIoOmIT TeOs1, HO s yBepeHa OH JIIOOUT MeHs1! A Balll Opax - 3TO CIIy4ailHOCTb, TIIyTast PUXOTh
Banecchl. Dta crapyxa BOWIa cede B TOJIOBY, UTO B TBOMX JKWJIAX TEUET ApeBHssI KpoBb. He moTpeOyit
TOTJIa OHA BAIIeroO COI03a, TO BbI ObI HUKOT/IA Ja)ke He BCTPETUIMCh... BipodeM, Tenepb 3TO BCE He
BaxkHO. Bc€ B mporiom. A ThL... ThI ceifuac MoIycTy Tepsielilb BpeMsl Ha pa3roBOphl CO MHOI... Tebe
ropa ye3xarsb. [la 1 MHe CTOUT OBbITh PSJIOM C JIIOOMMBIM, KOT1a OH rpocHéTcs. [Tporaii, Aneccanpal

JKenmHa Gpocuiia NMpoIaIbHbIN B3IJISI] HA KOP3HMHY, a MOCIe CKPbUIach B KapeTe.

4l 3Hana - ona npasa. [ToaToMy He cTana MeAIMTh U, IEPeXBaTUB KOP3UHY MOy100Hee, Mocre-
IAJIa K JIOMY.

CnoBa 0 TOM, 4TO PeOEHOK ¢ KaXAbIM JHEM UYBCTBYeT ceOsl Xyke, Hamyraiu meHs. Ilepen
OTBE3JIOM $1 IOJKHA ObIA OCMOTPETD €r0 M yOeAUThCS, YTO KPOXa CMOXKET MePEeKUTh JOPOTY.

Boiins B 1oMm, 51 cpasy ke yBujaena Apxy.

Oma cujiena 3a CTOJIOM, OIYCTUB rOJIOBY ceOe Ha PYKH, HO YCIIBIIIIAB IIIyM OTKPhIBAEMOW JBEPH,
BCKOYMJIA ¥ U3YMJICHHO YCTaBMJIaCh HAa MEHSI.

— Auieccanpa!? — HeBepsillie MpolenTana OHa.

— INomoru MHe, Apxa, — s yCTpEeMUJIach K CTOJY Y TMIOCTaBUJIA Ha HETO KOP3UHY.

B ToMm MmecTe, rie s qepikanach 3a pyuky, ObUIM BUJHBI OTUYETIMBBIE CIIEIB KPOBH.

370 OBUIO NIEPBBIM, HO YTO 0OpaTHIa BHUMaHHE JIEKapIIa.

— UYro 310? YTO TaM npousonwio? Tel paHeHa? — OHa cXBaTWJIa MEHS 3a PYKH U CTajla OcMart-
pUBaTh PaHBbI.

— DTO HEBAXHO, — 5 OTAEPHYJA PyKU. — TBI TOJIBKO MOCMOTPH, KOTO s K Tebe mpuHecya!

— Hy? — crapyxa HaXMypuJIach 1, B3JISIHYB B KOP3MHY, TUXO OXHYJA. — ITO Xe...

— Moii cbiH, — 3akoHuMIIA 51 32 He€. — HyxkHo cpouno ocmotpets ero. OHa... Ta xkeHIumHa,
YTO MPUBE3JIA €r0, CKa3aia, YTo OH OOJIEH...
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Apxa notsHysach K MJIaJIEHIly, HO 1 OCTAHOBMJIA €€, ITOJIOXKUB JIaJOHb HA Ha €€ PYKY.

— 4 cama.

Kazanoce Obl Jiekapiiia JomkHa Obula OTCTYIIUTh, HO OHA, BMECTO 3TOT0, HEJJOBOJILHO Ha MEHS
IIOCMOTpEJIA, IIOKa4asia roJIoBOU U, HE TEPIIAIINAM BO3PaKEHUA TOHOM, CTPOrO IIPOM3HECIA!

— IlocmoTpy Ha CBOM pyKH, — OHa KMBHYJIa Ha U3PAaHEHHBIE NIPU MAJIEHUH JIaJIOHU. — Bcé
Be/lb KpOBbIO 3assmnaentb. CTynai, o0padoTail paHbl, 1a MEpeBsHKU. A s IOKa TUTE OCMOTPIO.

S B cmATeHNN 3amepa.

I'onoBoii 51 moHMMasa, YTo Apxa npaBa U MHE CTOUT 3aHATHCS COOOIA, HO B TO e BpeMs cep/Le
COMPOTHBIIAIOCH. S X0Tesna COOCTBEHHOPYYHO YOEIUThCS B TOM, YTO peOEHOK 3/10POB.

Crapyxa npuiypuiach 1 ¢ OAO3PEHUEM Ha MEHS IIOCMOTpEIIA.

— W He nosepsems?

CTpIIHO PU3HATLCS, HO 1 IEUCTBUTENBHO HE J0BEpsIa. TONMBKO BOT HE cCaMOU ApXe, a HbIHEIII-
HEMY, JIONIOTOITHOMY 00pa3y ku3HHU. Ho mpu3HaBaThCsi B 9TOM MHE He XOTenoch. [la u uto Obl s e
ckazazna? Yro momasna B MX CpeqHEBEKOBHI MHp C Oosiee pasButoro? Uro MeauivHa, qa U BOOOIIe
HayKa, aaneko marayna Brepén? Her. Henbss. Kak Obl s1 He noBepsiia Apxe, elié HeM3BECTHO Kak
OHa OTpearupyer Ha Mou OTKpoBeHUA. [103TOMy, KMUBHYB,  OTOLLIA K CYHAYKY, IIE y JIEKapIlIu Xpa-
HWINCh 3apaHee OArOTOBJIEHHbIe "OMHTHI" ¥ pa3iMyHble (DIIAKOHUMKH C HACTOSIMU TPaB.

Ho cromio MHe 0TOITH, Kak 3a CIMHOM pa3zajics cla0eHbKUIl HEJOBOIBHBIN I1ay.

Sl BcTpeBOKEHHO OOEpHYIIach.

Jlekapiua yxe Jocrasa Majblilia U3 KOP3UHBI, pacliesieHalla €ro U, OCTEIUB YHUCTYIO IIPOCTHIHB,
TMOJIOKHJIA €10 MPSIMO Ha CTOJI. A TIOCIe B X071 TOIILIY €€ BOJIIEOHBIE PYKH: OHA OBICTPBIM JBHKEHUEM
obcnenoBana ronoBy Kpucruana, 3aTeM OCTOPOXHO MpPOIaJbIMPOBAIa KUBOT, 3aKOHUMB, HEKHO
THoIJIaJuiIa U CKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY K €70 TPYIHU.

"B X0[1 MOIIEN )KUBOW CTETOCKON' — I'PYCTHO MOAyMaJia s ¥ MPUHSIach 00pabaThiBaTh PYKH.

Hacnex ormbuia 3acoXInylo rpsi3b, OOMJIbHO CMOYMJIA LJAPAIIUHBI CIIUPTOM, IOCIIE, BBIHYB U3
CYHZIyKa Mapy JIOCKyTOB YMCTOI TKaHH, MepeBsi3aia JaJ0oHu. YOeAUBIIICh, YTO MOBSI3KM HE CraLyT
IIPU ABUKEHUMU, S NTOJOILIA K CTOJY.

— Kak oH? — cripocuna y Apxu, KOTOpasi yKe 3aKOHUMJIa CBOM OCMOTP, a Ce4ac MUJIO BOP-
KOBaJIa C JUTEM.

Tot, Ha ynuBneHue, Oosbiie He rmiakal. IIInpoko OTKpPhIB I71a3a OH CO BCE Cephe3HOCTHIO, Ha
KOTOPYIO BOOOIIE CIIOCOOHBI MIIJICHITbI, CMOTPEJT Ha CTapyXxy.

— 3710pOB OH, — KOPOTKO OTBeTHJIa OHa. — CiabeHbKuii Tonbko. Ho 310 He crpamHo. 3a6ota
Marepy U Xopollee nuraHue nomoryt emy. Ox, u ciaBHbIA cbiH y TeOs1! VI He cMOTpH, YTO TOIIHIA,
3aLIUTHUKOM BBIpAcTeT.

Oma BeIIpsAMUIIACh ¥ 00oapsitoLIe yiIblOHynack MHe. Ho He cMOTps Ha yJbIOKY, 3aCThIBLIYIO Y
He€ Ha ry0ax, cama Apxa BbIIJIsi[iesla BCTPEBOKEHHOM.

— $1 ojHOTO HE MOTY IOHSITh, — OHA HEAOYMEHHO cBela OpoBH. — [loyeMy OHa BEpHYJIH €ro

Tebe?

— OHH ¥ He BO3BpAIlAIH. ..

— Kak s10?

— Kpucrtuna npusesna HoBasi keHuHa [[siiMoHa. Cam ke OH MOKa He 3HAaeT O TOM, UTO ChIH
y MeHSI.

— OX THI k... - CTapyXa UCIYTaHHO MPUKpbUIa NajdbIaMu poT. - Ta 31o *k... [la kak xe? A 4rto
oyner-to? Ox, 6ena 3a 6enoit!
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— VYe3sxarb HaMm HykHO, Apxa. [Ipssmo ceituac yezxatb. Tosmbko BoT nomoxeT Jm? C peOEHKOM
Ha pyKax MHe OyIeT TsIKeNo 3aTepsAThcs. Bolock, UTo 1axe B ropojie OH HaC HAalAET. [la v mpuMyT Jiu
Ternepb MeHsl B TWibauio? C TOBECKOM-TO Ha pyKax?

Apxa rnokavasia rojioBo#.

—0 T'AJIbLAUA U 1yMaTb 336}/)113. A exeJn ¢ CBIHOM OCTaThCS X04elib, TO 1 B ropo[ T€6e OTHBIHE
J0pora 3aKkphITa.

NmenHo 310ro s u 6osack. A crapyxa, K MOEMY OrOpYEHHMIO, JIMIIIb TIOATBEPAMIIa MOH Orace-
HU4.

B TOT MOMEHT MeHS OXBAaTHUJIO TaKOE CHUIILHOE YyBCTBO OTYAAHUA U 663bICXOIIHOCTI/I, YTO CTaJIO
TPYIHO Ablmath. Heyxenu, HU y MeHsi, HU y 3Toro pe6énka Het Oymymiero? Benp korma IsiiMoH
y3HAeT MpaB/y, OH HEMPEMEHHO MPUMUUTCS cioia. MeHs1, ckopee Bcero Oyrier skaaTh cMepTh, a Kpu-
cruaH... Her. OH KOHEYHO He MPUYMHUT ChIHY BpPe/ia, HO BEDKUBET JIM MJIaJieHel] Oe3 Matepu?

Mo¢ ynagHu4yeckoe HaCTPOEHHUE, CIIOBHO MEPeaioch ChIHY, OOMKEHHO OTTOMBIPUB HUKHIOK
ry0y, OH T'POMKO 3arijIakajl. 3aBepHYB €ro B POCThIHb, 5 B3sUIa €ro Ha PyKHU U, TAXOHBKO IMOKaYMBas,
NpyKaa K rpyiu.

— Apxa, Munas, s He 3Halo, 4To MHe Aejath. Kyna s oy ¢ HuM? — ¢ mojTHON Oe3Hamex-
HOCTBIO B TOJIOCE, CIIPOCHIIA E€.

— INonymars HyXHO... — Apxa Mpucesa Ha CTyJI ¥ yCTpeMuJIa 3alyMUYKBbIi B30p Ha HAC.

HeoxunpanHo oHa cipocuia:

— Apcenuii rae?

A Benp jefcTBUTENBHO, I1e ApceHuii? B nocnennuil pa3 s BUjena ero, Korjga ToT MyxkJIaH
caaui MeHs Ha KoHsl. Heyxenu...? Her. Te moau, 4yTo rHaMCh 3a HAMU, HE MOTyYald NMPUKa3a Hac
yOMBaTh. 3HAYWT, OH KUB.

Ho rne Toraa on?

¢l mokauasia roJioBoM, 1aBasi MOHSATH, YTO HE 3HAIO.

Crapyxa MojiHsJIach U MOCHENInIa K IBEpH.

Cryctst mapy CeKyH/I iBepb 32 ApXO# C IJTyXUM CTYKOM 3aKPbLIach.

B monx pykax Kpuctus ObICTpO YCTIOKOMJICS U TETIeph CIiall.

CB0OOIHOM PYKO¥ TOMPABUB OfIESIKO B KOP3UHE, s OEPEKHO MONIOKUIIA ChIHA OOPaTHO.

CMOTps1 Ha CIISIIIEro MaJblla, 51 B KOTOPBIN pa3 yoeauiach HACKOJIBKO HeMpeacKa3yema Hara
*u3Hb. Emé uyTh Gonbliie Mecsia Ha3a[ 5 Kuia B HUBUJIM30BAHHOM MUpe, paboTasa Ha JTI0OUMOi
paboTe, MMesa HeTUIOXOW JOCTATOK, YyBCTBOBaIA ce0sl B TIOHOM OE30MacHOCTH, a CaMOe ITIaBHOE - O
AeTSIX M JyMaTh He cMenia. A 4uTo 51 uMelo ceivac? $1 B coBepilieHHO OTCTanioM Mupe, 6e3 eHer, 6e3
cesizeit. [la y mens naxe goma Het! Ko Bcemy npouemy OBIBILIHIA MyX TOTOB MEHSI TPUAYILIUTH U 3TO
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO, Kak OyATO OBI I, pO/IUJIa €My ChIHA.

UYro e MHe Jenath ¢ ToOol Mot xopomuii? Kak yoepeun?

1, enBa Kacasch, NMorJaania Majbliia 1o MIeKe.

VYnuBuTtensHO, HO KpucTran Heoco3HaHHO YIIBIOHYJICS B OTBET. DTO ObLIO TaK HEXHO U Tpora-
TEJIbHO, YTO HEBOJIbHBIE CIIE3B OOOKIJIM MHE Ha I1a3a. HaBepHOe, IMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT 51 OCO3HAJIA,
YTO OTHBIHE 51 HE OfIHA. Y MEHS eCTh OH — MOU ChiH. M TycTh B MOEM ceplle enié HeT JoOBU K
3TOMY KPOXOTHOMY aHTeJIOUKY, HO, HaJIeloCh, CO BpEMEHEM 51 CMOT'Y TIOJIIOOUTH €ro M CTaHy IJIs1 Hero
HACTOSIIIEeN MaTephlo.
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Bckope BepHynach Apxa ¢ BOSHUYHM.

Vike ¢ nmopora, jiekapiua Hayaja FOBOPUTS!

— 3HauuT TaK, AneccaHapa, — OHa MPOIUIA K CTONY U, yOeauBIIHCh, yTo Kpuctnan cnwr,
MOHU3MJIA TOJIOC ¥ TIPOJOJIKMIIA TPOMKUM IIENOTOM: — ECTbh y MEHA OfJHa MBICTIb, KaK KM3HU Ballll
cnacty. Tel TOIBKO HE B3lyMal EPEYUTH U Jelald TaK, Kak s TOBOPIO.

Omna 3amoiyana ¥ cMepuiia MEHS UCIIBITYIOLIMM B3IJISIOM.

A g410? A 4 1 HE AymaJia BO3paxaTh.

KuBHyB, 51 HaBOCTpH/Ia yIIN.

Bb110 10 KyTH TI0OOIBITHO y3HATh, YTO ke TaM Mpuaymaia Apxa.

— ApceHuil OTBE3€ET Bac C TUTEM B MOM CTapblid JOM...

VYcnpimas, 4To MHE BHOBb NIPUIETCA OTIIPABJIATHCS B OPOTY C BO3HUYMUM, S HE BbLIEPKAJIA U
nepeOuia CTapyxy.

— C mum? Onate? [la oH ke MeHs 9yTh He you!

Apxa HETOBOJIBHO IIOMOPIIWIIACH U NIEPEBea B3MVIA] Ha ApCEHHUs.

— ToI yero sto ygymain?

Bo3Hnumit BUHOBAaTO MOHYPUJI TOJIOBY.

— IIpoctu mens, Apxa! U Bbl, 1bepa, IpocTUTE. f Kak MOroHI0 MPUMETHII, TaK CIOBHO IEJIEHA
nepes mazamu. B ronose oqHo — otopsarbcs! He Bunen Huuero u He ciplmal... Bor Bam kpect, —
MYKUMHA CTSHYJI LIANKY U OCEHWJI IPyAb KPECTOM. — Bouibllle He MOBTOPUTCS.

Jlekapiua BboKMAAIONIE YCTaBUIIACh HA MEHS.

Ay MeHs 1 BBIOOpa-TO He ObLI0 — OO0 ¢ ApceHHeM, JIHOO TEIIKOM.

— JlagHO, — yHBUIO Tipon3Hecna. — [Ipomaio Teds1. Ho Bripesp, npuciymmBaiicsi K Tomy, o
4éM 1 TeOs1 monpory. 1 Tenepb He OQHA, CHIH CO MHOIO MTOEJIET.

Bo3HnuMii NOHATIMBO KMBHYJI M €r0 I'yObl APOTHYJIM B HEPEILIUTEIbHON YIIBIOKE.

Apxa ¢ oOneryeHueM BbIIOXHYIIA.

— Hy Tak BOT... — npopomkuiaa oHa. — Iloenere B MoW cTapblil oM, TaM Bac caMm 4€PT He
coiieT. Jlom HeOOIBIION, HO BaM MecTa XBaTUT. MecTa TaM Tuxue. B iepeBHe OT CHIIBI COTHS IOMOB.
A mo6IM30CTH JTUIIL HECKOMIBKO CTapbiX ycaneO. Cam JOM CTOMT Ha OTHIMOE, MaJlo KTO U3 JepeBeH-
CKMX TyJa 3arjisaabiBacT. A €Xelu BCE ke 3aABATCA K BaM, CKaXelllb, YTO Thl BHYyYKa Mos... Bor
pelunia B poAHbIEe Kpasi BEPHYTHCH....

— Ho...

— Moumun, Aneccangpa! Momuu aa cinymaii! [Ipo3Hats, 4TO T HE OHa, HE TOJKHBIL. MBI KOrIa
13 TOTO JJOMa yeXaJli, OHa ellE COBCEM MeJKOM Oblia. Bo3pacT y Bac 0AMHAKOBbIA, (PUTYphbl TTOXOKH.
Bot Tomnbko Bomoc... YV He€ TemHee rpuBa Obita. Ho y KpecThsiH 1 6e3 Bac /ies XOTb OTOABIAN, qai
O0r 1 He 3aMeTAT Pa3sIMyIMil... — cTapyXa 3aMordaja, COOUpasiCh C MBICTSIMU U CITCTS TIapy MUHYT
NPOZIOJIKMIIA TOBOPHTH: — [1yTh mpeacTonT BaM He Ou3KuMil. B nepeBHM 1a Ha MOCTOsIbIE ABOPHI HE
3ae3kanTe. Exenu ToNbKO 3a CBEXXUM MOJIOKOM U1 AuTA. Cama J0JKHA IOHUMATh, YTO YEM MEHBIIIE
Bac BUJAT, TEM JIydllle AJ1s Bac...

Apxa BHOBb 3aMOJT4aJIa, EPEBOAS IyX.

W 51 Bocnonb3oBasiach STUM MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTB:

— A kak xe Tbl, Apxa? [IspiimMoH nipuesieT cioga! He oOHapyuB Hac 31€ch, OH COPBET 3JI0CTh
Ha Te6e! IIporry, moexanu ¢ Hamu!

Jlexapiia n3oruysna ryoel B TOpbKOM YXMBbLIKE.

— [pomwio Mo€ BpeMsi GOSIThCS, — B €€ ToI0ce IeUCTBUTEIBHO He ObLIO HY Karllv CTpaxa. —
V3k ecay npunuio BpeMs MOE, 3HAYMT Ha TO BOJA Boxkpsa. DT0O BaM €11IE KUTh Ja KUTb...

Ona MaxHy/a pyKOM M yCTPEMIJIACh K KOMOJy, B KOTOPOM XPaHUJIMCh 3arachl.
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— HyxHo coOpaTh Kak MOKHO OOJIbIIIe e1bl, — JIeKapIla Havyasia BBIKJIAIBIBATH HA CTOJ BCE,
YTO HE MOIJIO UCIOPTUTHCS IO MYTH. — ApCeHuil?

— Cnymaio, Apxa, — BO3HUYMIA CHEIIHO MOJOIIEN K HEMl.

— Crynaii, mpoiuch o KOMHaTaM 1 coOepy Kak MOXHO Oosbiiie oziesit. [a nocrermmu! Houn
ceiyac XOJOHbIe, a HOUYeBaTh BaM MPHUIETC... BOOOILEM, T/ie PUIETCS.

ApceHuil KUBHYJ U CKPBUICS 32 3aHABECKOIA.

— A THI, Anteccanpa, pOCTHIHU Bce codepu. Byaenib paTh MX Ja NEJEHKHA MaJOMy MEHSTb.
Benp 1u1s Hero, 4To IaBHOE, — OHA KMBHYJIA HA KOP3UHY. — B CyXOCTH, B TeIUIe 1a CHITBIM OBITb...
Ja uro s Tebe pacckasbiBaio! Thl, IeBKa He TIIymnasi, cama BCE MIOHUMAETITh.

Ha cOoppl y Hac yIuio He Tak y’K U MHOTO BpEMEHH, a BOT cKap0Oa, YTO HaM MPEICTOSLIIO B3AITh
¢ coboii, oOpa3oBaiach Ieias Kyya.

Oo6Benist B3MIAAOM COOpaHHBIE BEllM, ApXa JOBOJIBHO B3OXHYJIA.

— Hy Bpone Ob1 Bc€ codpanmu. Apcennii? CtackuBail Bc€ B moBo3Ky ! [la ceHIla, ceHIia CBeXero
nocrenu!

W moka BO3HMYMI MEpEeHOCHJI COOpaHHBIE BEIIM B IMOBO3KY, JIEKapliia MpoJoJKala MEHs
HACTaBJISTh.

— B nopore, KTo cipocut, ceMbsi Bbl! ApceHuil Myx, Thl keHa, a Kpuctra riof JiioOBU Bariei.
A TO BUJAHO JIM 9TO, YTOOBI HE3aMYKHsIsI IEBKa C Uy)KUM MYKMKOM Ja B TIpHA4y C TUTEM OonTasiacs!
— Crapyxa cKpbUIach B TOl KOMHATe, 4YTO paHee 3aHMMaJla 51, HO Jake OTTyAa OHA MPOAOJIkajla MEHs
noy4arb. — Kak 10 moma-to nooeperech, Apcenusi He ronu! [1ycTs mepBoe BpeMsi C BAMU KUBET.
Mo x034¥CTBY MOAMOKET, JIa IOM TojIaTaeT... PaboTel Tam, HaBepHOe, yiima!

Cnycrst mapy MUHYT Apxa BepHYJIach B KyXHIO, Iepka B pyKax YHCTBIX I11aIl. Bpyuus ero mMue,
OHa yCTaJIo Ipucena Ha TabyperT.

— Hy BoT 1 Bc€, — THXO BBIIOXHYJIa. — B 3TOT pa3 mpomatbest He Oynem... Hy? Yero 3actoina?
XBatail chlHa J1a K IOBO3Ke crymnail! Bpemenu u Tak MHOro norepsiHo!

HakunyB muari, 51 mogxBatiiia KOp3UHY M, OPOCHB MPOIIAIBHBINA B3IJISIA Ha CTAPyXy, BHIILIA

n3 goma...
keksk

Jom Apxu ( HA CJIEAYIOIHH JJEHD)...

3a OKHOM CBETWJIO SIPKOE COJTHIIE, KOr/ja K JIOMY JIeKapIli MobeXaya KaBajibKaaa U3 BCaJIHU-
KOB. OCTaHOBUB KOHEN Y BOPOT, OHU CIICHIUJIMCD U, 3aHAB BBIZKUAATECJIbHBIC ITO3ULINN, HAYaJIU XMYPO
OCMaTPHUBATHCS.

OI[I/IH N3 BCAJHUKOB pPasuUTECIbHO OTIIMYAJICA OT CBOUX CIIYTHHUKOB - 6oraTa$1 ogexaa, Bein4ye-
CTBE€HHaAA OCaHKa 1 XOHOHHLIﬁ HEI,Z[MCHHBIIU/I B3IJIs1 BblJaBaJIN B HEM TOCIIOOAWHA.

CIipbIrHYB € KOHSI, OH OBICTPBIM YBEPEHHBIM IIIarOM HAITPABUJICS K IOMY. 3a HUM TIOC/IEIOBAITN
ABO€ CTPAXKXHUKOB, UX IIaruv, CJIOBHO X0, OTAABAJIMCh B TUIIWHE COBEPIICHHO HyCTI)IHHOI;'I YJIUIBIL.

[THyB HOrOI KaJIMTKY, OTYErO Ta, COAPOrHYBLINChH, TUXO OTBOPUJIACH, OH BOLIEJ BO ABOP U, HE
oOpariasi HIKakoro BHUMaHHsI Ha PBYIIYIO Ha LMK CO0aKy, YCTPEMUIICS K JIBEPH.

Kaxnp1ii ero mmar b1 pa3MepeHHBIM, CJIOBHO PUTYAJI, a B3IJISI]I, YCTPEMIICHHBIHN BIIEpe/1, U3ITy-
YaJl XOJIOJHYIO0 PEeIIMMOCTb.

ToNKHYB /1BEpb PYKOW, OH BOLIEN B JJOM.

MasHyB m1a3amu 1Mo MOMEIEHUI0, OH OCTAHOBWJI CBOH B3MJIs] HA cTapyxe. JIuio e€ He Bbipa-
3WIO HU TEHU YAUBJICHUS TIpU ero nosiejieHny. OHa CJIIOBHO 3HAJa, YTO OH MPUJET, XKJIaja ero.

— I'ne oHa? — Ge3 BCAKUX MPEAUCIIOBUI, TOJIOCOM ITOJTHOM SIPOCTH CITPOCHIT OH.

Jlekapina monuana. OHa cMOTpeJia Ha Hero U B TO e BpeMsi, CJIOBHO CKBO3b Hero. B e€ miazax
He ObLJTIO cTpaxa, MoJbObl. He Obi1o TOro, K ueMy JI9iiMoH ObLT Tak rprBbideH. HUKTO He ocMenuBasicst
BOT IPSIMO CMOTpPETh Ha Hero. U 31o emgé GoJbliiie B30ECHIIo ero.
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B nBa miara npeononeB pazaessioliee UX pacCTOsTHUE, OH CXBAaTHJI CTAPYXY 3a ropJiio, CAABHII,
BBUKAJI Mapy CEKyHjI, a 3aTeM OTIIBBIPHYJ OT ceOsi. Teno Apxu ymapuiioch 00 CTEHY M C IIIyXUM
CTYKOM YIIaJIO Ha TOJI.

OH BHOBb IMOZIOIIEN K HE, CXBATUII 32 TJIEYH U, TIOJIHSIB, CIOBHO KYKJTy TIOCTaBUII TIEpe]t COOOM.

— I'me Aneccannpa!? — mporurnes ckBo3b 3yosl. — ['nie 1a 1psHb!? Kyna oHa yBe3na Moero
chiHa?

Ho nekapia nponomkasna 6e3MOIBCTBOBAT, JIMIIb B €€ I71a3aX Pa3ropasicsl TUKUI OTOHb.

Torzma oH co Bcell CHITBI BCTPSIXHYI €€, OTYEro TojioBa e€ pe3Ko 3alpOKUHYJIACh, a 3yObl IIETK-
HYJIH, OCTaBJIsisl O0JIe3HEHHbIE OTMETKH Ha ry0ax.

— Tl'oBopu, Benpma! MiHave yObio! — Tepsist KOHTPOJIb, 3aKPUYAT OH.

CoOpasiuch ¢ cunamu, Apxa BBIIPSMUIIACH, TIOHSUIA TOJIOBY U C HEHABUCTBIO TUTIOHYJIA €My
B JIMIIO.

— Mep3kuii yrslpb, — HpoLIenTata OHa U BAPYT PacXoXoTajach, a Mociie CKBO3b CMeX J00a-
Bua: — TeOe HUKOrJa He HAWTH WX !

My>X4rHa BBITEp KPOBaBYIO CJIIOHY CO IIEKH, C OMEp3eHHeM OOTED JIaIOHb O €€ IJIaThe, 3aTeM
c cuiioft ypapui Ty no jmity. Ctapyxa oT/eresia B CTOPOHY U yraja Ha ToJl.

MeieHHO, KaK XUITHUK, OH BHOBb MOJOIIEN K HEH, TONKHYJ HOroM M, CKJIOHUBIIIUCH, TTPOIIe-
TV

— DByap yBepeHa, 51 Haiiny ux. C TBoeii nomolnsio win 6e3 He€, Ho s Haiiay ux! Ho s 1ebs,
Be/IbMa, OyZIeT JIydille, eClI Thl pacCKakelllb MHe, Ky[a OHM roexaiu. B aToMm ciyuae s1 moo0Geriaio
TeOe JIETKYI0 CMEpTh.

Apxa c 60JIe3HEHHBIM CTOHOM TPHUITOAHSIIACH U C BBI30BOM ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha HEro.

— Hy xe! Ilenaii To, 3auem npuiexai! A o TOM, rjie OHH, s TeOe BCE paBHO HE CKaxy!

Kakoe-to BpeMsi OH cMOTpes Ha HEe€, 3aTeM PE3KO OTIIPSHYJ U, HE OMJISIbIBAsCh, MOIIEN K
BBIXOTY.

— WM36aBbTech OT He€! — ¢ moHBIM Oe3pa3uyrieM OPOCHIT IIPUKa3 Yepes Tiedo. — A 1ociie
COXTHUTE 3/1eCh BCE!

B TOT 3%¢ MOMEHT K cTapyxe OpOCHJINCH JBOE CTPAKHUKOB, OMMH U3 HUX JOCTaBaJl KMHXKAJ Ha
Xomy...

Cawm sxe [ISMIMOH BHIIIIEN BO ABOP, OCMOTPEJICS TI0 CTOPOHAM U, CIUTIOHYB ce0e 101 HOTH, Harpa-
BUJICS] K CBOEMY CKaKyHy. 3alpbIrHyB B CE/1JI0, OH OKMHYJI ITYCTBIHHYIO YJIMILY B3IJISIOM U ITPUKa3a:

— Oo6wimre kax il qom! Haiiure MHe TOro, KTo BUJIEN, Kak oHa ye3xaeT! S yBepeH, B aToi
KJIOAKE HEBO3MOKHO HUYETO YTauTb, a 3HAUMUT JOJKEH OBITh TOT, KTO 3HAET...
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BosH1umii YHBLIO MOTOHSIT CBOIO JIOIIAb ¥ U3PE/IKa MOIISIABIBAT ce0e 3a CIIMHY.

OH cTapasics He TofiaBaTh BUILY, HO €r0 OECIIOKOMIIO COCTOSTHHE TOCTIOKY U e€ chiHa. OH BUIIET,
YTO JIbepa, BBEPEHHAsI My APXOid, yKe 10 KpallHOCTH U3HYpeHa I0pOrou. A yx e€ TuTs U TeM Oosiee.

Crenys yka3zaM Apxu, OHU €llIE€ HU pa3y He 3aHOUEBAJIM B HOPMAJIbHBIX yc1oBUsAX. CaM OH craj
NpsMO Ha 3eMJie — BO3JIe KOCTpPa, JIbepa U €€ ChbIH B MOBO3KE — HA CEHe, HaKphbIThle ofiesiiamu. B
nepeBHU He 3ae3xanu. [loctosutbie qBOpB 00be3kam. W gaxe, Korga IUTi0 TpeOOBATIOCH MOJIOKO,
OH XOIMJI caM, MELIKOM.

K nAtoMy HI0 MX IOE3/IKM OH yKe He TaK CTPALINJICS TOTOHU, KaK OO0sJICS 32 CBOMX CITy THUKOB.

WM HyskeH ObLT OTIpIX. ['Opsivast eqa, MOTHOIEHHOE MBIThE M XOTSI Obl HOUb TIEPEIBIIIIKH.

Torna oH penmcs U NpeJIoKUI 3aHOUEBaTh 3Ty HOUb B OJM3JIeKalleil JepeBHe.

Kakoe-To BpeMms Jibepa COMHEBaIach M Jaxe OTroBapuBajia ero, Ho BCE JKU3Hb peOEHKa Oblia
Ba)kHEE U BCKOPE OHU CBEPHYJIM € 10poru. beuio perieHo He oct
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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