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Chipoe oceHHee yTpoO Ka3ajaoch 3acThiBIIMM. HouHOM 10Xk 1b
OCTaBWJI TIOCJTe ceOsI JIUIIB TSOKETYIO BJIary | 3arax Mpesiod 3eM-
mi. TpaBa mox Horamu OblTa XOJIOAHOW W CKOJIB3KOW, a JIU-
CTbsl, TepsIs LIBET, CBOPAUMBAINCH B CyXHe O€3:KU3HEHHBIE KOJIb-
1a. 3eMJisl, HalUTaBIIMCh BOJAOM, CJIOBHO MPOCHYJACh: WU3-TIOJ
TIOYBBI CTPEMUTENILHO MPOOWBAIMCH TPUOBI, 3aIOHSS JICCHBIE
OITyIITKK CBOUMH OJieqHBIMU Oec(pOPMEHHBIMU TEJIAMHU.

— Mawm, Hy MOXHO HaM 32 rpubamu? — CIIaBUK 3arjisiHYJ B
KOMHATY, Hapylllasi TUILIMHY.

Marp He oTKpbUIa 171a3. E€ ronoc, 0ObIMHO MSTKHM, Ternephb
3ByYaJI IJTyX0, KaK Oy/ITO OHA TOBOPHJIA U3 TITYOUHBI KOJIOIIA.

— OnacHo, CBIHOK. 3arroMHHU: B JieC — HU HOroi. Cipuis?
Hwu Horoii.

VapiOka crionsna ¢ Jymia Maiaburka. OH TpeacTaBul, Kak B



KACTPIOJIE 3aKUMIAeT FOPsTYMiA CYH U KaK 3TO TEIUIO BEPHET KU3Hb
B €€ U3MOXAEHHOE Tes0. bosesHb Me1ieHHo, 1ar 3a marom, oT-
HUMaJIa y MaTepy CWJIbl, OCTaBJIsIsl JIUIIb TeHb TOW KEHIIIUHBI,
KOTOpOW OHa ObLIa paHbIIIe.

— CnaBsi, — martb ¢ TpyaoM cOKyCcHUpoBaia B3I Ha AO-
4yepu, — MpUCMOTpH 32 HUM. OH He YCUIUMB, a Thl Y HAC CTap-
11asi 1 OTBETCTBEHHAS.

Cnags kuBHy/1a. OHa npuBbikia. C Tex Nop Kak oTlia He cTa-
JI0, UX MHP CY3WICS 10 pa3MepOB ITOr0 oMa U OECKOHEYHOTO
CIIHCKA JIeJI: JIOUTh KOPOBY, COOMpATH SIHIIa, CIIEUTh 32 XO3SIH-
ctBoM. JKu3Hb ObUIa OOpPHOOH 3a BBIKUBAHUE, IJIe KaX bl 3apa-
OOTaHHBIN TPOII ObLTT HA CUETY.

Horu martepu HbUIM OT mepeMeHbl TOrofpl, a BMecTe ¢ 0o-
JIBIO TIPUIIUIA CTPaHHAS ITyOOKast COHMBOCTh. CO3HAHUE YILTBI-
BaJIO, YCTyMHasi MECTO CHaM, KOTOpbIe Ka3aJuCh el peajibHee ca-
MoW ku3HU. Eii CHUIOCh, UTO BCE OCTAJIOCh KaK MPEKIE: MYK
KWB, B JIOME TIaXHET XJIEOOM M OHM BYETBEPOM CUACT/IMIBBI, HE
3Hasl, Kakas TeHb HABUCJIA HAJl UX CEMbEN.

— Mawma criut. Ioraém? — npomentan CliaBuk.

— Mama 3anperuna! — CnaBsl pe3ko yaapuiia HOrou 1o mo-
JIy, TIBITAsACh CKPBITh TPEBOTY. — MBI OCTaémcs.

— Hy u 3anyna, — Opat Hamgysncsi. — Tsl BeUHO MeHS 32 py-
Ky Aepxuiib. S moiiay 3a rpubamu, a Thl — 3a 1[BeTamu. Mawme
CTaHeT JIyyllle, BOT yBUIUIIIb.

Cnass 3amepna. CiioBa 6para nonajiu B 1iesb. OHa TOXe XO-
TeJla MPUHECTU el YTO-TO KHMBOE, YTO-TO, UYTO HE MaxJjio Obl 00-



JIE3HBIO U CTapbIM JEPEBOM.

— JlanHO, — cpanack OHa, — HO TOJNBKO MO Kpaw. Hukakon
yary. TonbKo MoOnmke K JepeBHe.

JleTn HaKuHY/IM TEIUIble CBUTEPHl U BBHIILIM B TyMaH. Jlec
BCTPETUJI X TUIIMHOW. TymaH ObLJT HACTOJIBKO TYCTBIM, UTO Ka-
3aJICs OCSI3aeMbIM; OH OOBOJIAKMBAJI TPOITMHKY, CKPBIBAsI TO, UTO
HAaXOIWJIOCh BCEro B nape 1maros. OnaBiive JIMCThs, MOAXBaYeH-
HBIE BETPOM, KPYKUJIMCh BOKPYT HUX, CIOBHO HEBUAUMBIE CITyT-
HUKU. BbUIO HEYIOTHO, HO MOKA OHU JIEPKAIUCH 32 PYKH, CTpax
OTCTyHaJI.

— Wném, g na cectpéHka, coouparb rpudoukn! — CraBuk
pa3MaxuBaj NaJKOM, HAWJEHHOU B IPsA3H, U €ro JIETCKUI Tojoc
Ka3aJicsl CJTUIIIKOM T'POMKHUM B 9TOM O€3MOJIBHOM MTPOCTPAHCTBE.

— Tume T1! — mmkHysna Cnaess. — Bapyr mecTHble 0XOT-
HUKU Hac ycnsimar? W rmpo 1seTsl He 3a0yb. S 31ech HUKaKuX
KPaCUBBIX HE BUKY.

— JlagHo, MagHO... — OH 3ariel TULIE, HO HE OCTAaHOBUJICS.
Bpar Ty e€ 3a coboit, u CnaBs He 3aMeTHIa, KaK OHU He3a-
METHO COIUTU C TPOIUHKH.

— Cwmortpu! Pora! — CnaBuk 3amep, yKasbiBasi B CTOPOHY
KYCTOB.

— Onenénok ! — masa Cnasu BenbixHyu. En Beerna Hpasu-
JIVICh JIECHBIE KWTEIW, B X TTPUCYTCTBUM OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA CeOs
YacThl0 YETO-TO BEIUKOIO.

Onu 3aTamiy JpIXaHue, CTapasich CTynaTth oecimymHo. M3-3a
T'YCTBIX 3apOC/Ieil BUTHEUCh JIUIIb KOCTSIHbIE BEPXYIIKUA POTOB.



Cepatie CnaBu OellieHO KOJIOTUIIOCH OT MPEIBKYIIECHUS.

CnaBuk He cmorpen nog Horu. Cyxas BeTKa XpYCTHYJIA IOJ
€ro BecoM, pa3pe3asl TUIIUHY, KaK yAap XJIbICTa.

3Bepb B3aporHya. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4ro0sl yoexkarh, OH HaYall
MeHSAThCS. KMBOTHOE MOTHSIOCH HAa 3aJHUE JIalbl, CTAHOBSCh
HEEeCTECTBEHHO BHICOKUM, TTOYTH Y€JIOBEYECKUM B CBOEH Ipalluu.
OHO BO3BBIINAIOCH HAJ| ICTHMU, U B 9TOM JBHXEHUU OBLJIO YTO-
TO MIyOOKO HEMpaBWJIbHOE, JIOMAoIllee 3aKOHBI MpUpoAbl. Paz-
JaJicst p€B — MPOTSHKHBINA, BUOPUPYIOIIUIN, OT KOTOPOTO 3aJ10-
xwuio ymm. [Ipesxie uem netu ycrnesu BCKPUKHYTh, TeHb OpOCH-
Jlach HA HUX.

II

JIpoBOCEK BBIMOHSLT CBOM MPUBBIYHBIN, MOHOTOHHBIN TPY/I.
B Bo3yxe yke maxyio CKOpoil 3UMO, U OH cTapaJicsi HaOpaTb
KaK MOXHO OOJIbIIIE 3a11acOB, MPesk/Ie YeM 3eMJIsl 3aCThIHET MO
nepBbiM cHeroM. Padorta Obla TSKENOW, HO TTPUBBIYHOW: 3BOH
TOIOpa O IEPEBO PA3HOCWIICA 10 OKPYTe, OTMEPSIS PUTM €T0 JHS.

Korna Tenexka Obuia 3arojiHeHa, OH JIBUHYJICSI B CTOPOHY Jie-
peBHU. OceHb B3slJIa CBOE — I10YBA pa3MsIKJia, [IPEBPATUBIINCH
B BSI3KYIO YEPHYI0 k1XKy. Kos€ca Tesneru To u eso 3acTpeBaliv B
Tpsi3H, U31aBasi yTPOOHBIN YaBKAIOMIMH 3BYK. IpOBOCEK CTHCHYI
3yObl, yIIMPasiCh CalloraMu B CKOJIb3KYIO 3eMJIIO, Y TTOTSIHYJ IPY3
Ha cebsl, cTapasich He CMOTPETh 0 CTOPOHAM.

BHe3arHo ero B3/ 3alenuics 3a HeuTo crpaHHoe. [Ipsmo



B LIEHTPE Pa3BOPOUEHHOU KOJIEeH TPOIbl BUIHEICS TITyOOKHA,
OTUET/IMBBIN OTMEYATOK.

«Mengenb?» — MeJIbKHYJIA MBICITb, W TIO CIIMHE MPOoOekas
HeMPUATHBIN X0010K. Crie/1 ObUT CIMIIKOM KPYITHBIM, CJIMIITKOM
YETKUM JIs1 TPOCTOro 3Bepsi. [poBocek 3amep, BCMAaTpUBAsICh B
(popmy narel. B rosioBe cpa3y BO3HUK IUIaH: PEIYTPEAUTH OXOT-
HUKOB, 3aCTaBUTh JIIOZIe 3ariepeTh JIBepH U HE COBAThCS B JIEC.

On nocnemmt. [IpoBa Obli OpOIIEHB! B JPOBSHUK MOYTH
HEeOPEeKHO — MBICIU Y:Ke ObLTH 1aieko. OH HarmpaBWICs K JJOMY
3HAKOMOI'0 OXOTHHMKA, HO TaM IIapuiia MEPTBasl TUIIIMHA.

JloM BHITTIs1/1€IT 3a0pOITIeHHBIM. [[Beph Oblja 3arepTa Hariyxo,
¥ 3TO HE CyJIMJIO HUYero xopoiuero. Cembsl OXOTHUKA — €TI0 Ke-
Ha Y MQJIEHbKUI ChIH, TIOYTH POBECHUK T€X JABOMX JETe, O KO-
TOPBIX OH TOJIBKO UTO TIOIyMasl, — OOBIYHO HE OCTaBJISUIU JIOM
MYCTHIM.

«Ymén Ha oxoty? Ho oH fo/mkeH OblT BEpHYTHCA ellle K o0e-
ay...» — JIpoBocek HaXMypuJICs, YyBCTBYsI, KAK BHYTpHY Hapac-
TaeT IIyxoe OeCIOKOMCTBO.

OH penmJ 3aiTi K CTAapoMy OXOTHUKY-BOPUYYHY, YTOOBI MPO-
SICHUTb CUTYAIMIO, U HAITpaBWJICA Yepe3 LEeHTp aepeBHU. Ho myThb
eMy Iperpajguia ToJra.

Jlionu cTommuucs y Konoama, oOpa3oBaB IIOTHOE JaBsIlee
koJTb10. Cpeniv HUX BBIACTISIICS OXOTHHK, Yei oM mycTtoBasl. OH
IbITAJICS TOJIOKUTH PYKY Ha TUIEUO KEeHIMHE, KOTopasi OyKBasib-
HO 3axJIEOBIBAJIACH B PHIIAHUSIX.

Aro 6suta Onbra. B gepeBHe e€ yBakanu: HECMOTPS HAa Bed-



HYIO YCTaJIOCTh ¥ OOJIE3HU, OHA BCET/1a HAXO/AWIA CUJTBI YIIBIOATh-
cs1 ceouM jietsim. OHa OblTa cepreM 3TOro MaJieHbKOTo coooIe-
crBa. Ho ceiiuac e€ ceprie, Ka3aaoch, ObUIO pa30MTO BIPEOE3IH.
Omna cujena Ha KOJIGHSIX MPSAMO B TPSI3H, 3aKPBIB JIMIIO PYKaMH,
U €€ KPUK, HAJIPbIBHBII U IMKUIA, Pe3aJl CIIyX CUJIbHEE, YeM 3BOH
TOTopa.

— Mowu getn! — 3akpuyasia OHa, ¥ B 3TOM KPHUKe He ObLIO
HaJIeXKIbl, TOJIBKO MEepBOOBITHBIN yxkac. — Y B jec! Hero-
CEUIUBBIE. . . TTponaJIn!

11

Osbra ouHysach OT CTPAHHOTO YyBCTBA IMycTOThl. CiesaB IJ10-
TOK BOJIbl U3 TPECHYBIIErO CTaKaHa, OHAa MOYYBCTBOBaJa, Kak
cnabast )KU3Hb BO3BPAINACTCS B TEJO, W MOJHSIACH, YTOOBI T0-
KOPMHUTH CKOT.

— Jlern! CnaBuk! CnaBsi! — no3Baja oHa, 1 rojloc e€ Apor-
HYJL

Otgeta He ObUT0. OHa 3aIsHYy/IA B KQKABIA yrojl, O Kaxk-
JyI0 KpOoBaTh, IMPOBEpuIa capail M KypsATHUK. TUIIUHA B IOMe
OblJ1a HE TTPOCTO CIIOKOMHON — OHa Obl1a MEPTBOM. JleTH CIIOBHO
UCTIAPWIINCh, OCTABUB TIOCIIE ceOsl JIUIIL XOJIOAHYIO ITyCTOTY.

XOJIOAHBIN JIMIKUN YKac KOCHYJICS e€ cepaua. OHa 3Hana: ec-
s CnaBuK penv MOUTH B JIEC, OH MOUIET. A €C/IU OH MOTSIHET
3a coOoi cectpy... Onbra Opocusach K ABepu, He pa3oupast J10-



poru. ENMHCTBEHHOM Haiek 101 ObLT Bacuumii, OXOTHHK, CTapbIid
JpyT e€ MOKOMHOTO MYy’Ka, MX OOIIHIA OTHOKJIACCHUK. TOJIbKO OH
MOT [IOMOYb.

Ona Geskasia, He YyBCTBYS 3€MJIM O]l HOTaMH, HO BHE3aIHasl
octpasi 00JIb, CJIOBHO PACKAIEHHBII I'BO3/1b, TPOH3MJIA TIOSICHUILY
Y IIPOCTpPEJINIIA BCE TEJIO 10 CaMbIX MATOK. OJibra BCKpUKHYJIA U
PYXHYJIa Ha KOJIEHU, CMUHAsI B JIAIOHSX I'Psi3b. Bosb B pa30MTHIX
KOJIEHSIX ObLIa HUYEM I10 CPABHEHUIO C TOU ABIPOM, UTO pa3Bep3-
Jlach y HE€ B IpyIu.

Omna prigasa, 3ax1€0bIBasCh, HE TOHUMAsl — CMEIOTCS JIM HaJl
Hell MPOXOKUE WU COYYBCTBYIOT. B 3TOT MUr OHa 4yBCTBOBa-
na ce0s1 abCoMOTHO Oe3HANEKHO OMUHOKOM, KaK B TOT JA€Hb, KO-
I/1a MOXOpoHUJIa Myka. Ho nepeBHs1 He ocTanach Oe3y4acTHOM.
Jliony Havamm cXOqUThCs1, 00pa3yst BOKPYT He€ KUBOE JbIIIaIee
KOJIBLIO.

— Onp, yTo cyywnoch? — Bacunuii, My)KunHa C TYCTBIMU
KECTKMMU yCaMH, CXBATUJI €€ 3a TUICYM.

— Jletn! — OHa BlIeMMJIaCh B €r0 pyKaBa TaK, YTO IMOOEIen
nanblbl. — [Iponanu! Bacs, momoru mue, nporiry!

OXOTHMK MIHOBEHHO nofoOpascsi. OH He TpaTWi BpeMeHU
Ha BOIMPOCHl — Cpa3y OTIPaBWJI ChIHA 32 BTOPHIM OXOTHHUKOM.
Mauipbuuiiika, 3HaBIIUH JIeC HE XYKe B3POCIBIX, COPBAJICS C Me-
cra. /17151 Hero 3T aetu ObUTH APY3bsSMMU, U B €r0 IJ1a3aX yxke 3a-
CTBLIJIO He10OpOE MPEeIUyBCTBUE.

— CrnaBuK X0Ten B Jiec, 3a rpudamu. .. — Orbra 3a0umiach B
ero pykax, Kak paHeHasi nrtuua. — $ xe npocuna Crnasio mpu-



IJI/1eTh 32 HUM! A Tenepk. .. UX HeT!

— Ycnokoucs, Ona! — Bacwiui nbitasncs nepexBaTuTh €€
NaHUKY, HO €ro COOCTBEHHBI I0JIOC 3ByYasl HANpsKEHHO. —
MoskeTt, npocto 3aurpanuck? [1o nepeBHe Geraor?

— Her! — oHa BckuHYJ1a TOJIOBY, 1 I71a3a €€ OiecHyu 0e3yM-
HBIM MUCTHYECKUM yxacoM. — Cepauie uyer. .. Cepaue marepu
He oOMaHeb!

— [la ¢ yero 310 TBOE OOJIBHOE CEepAle TAK PeLIo? — IIbl-
TaJICs CIOPUTH OH, HO OJIbra yke He CIbIIaja.

— OHu Bceraa oMa, Korja s CIulio, — IpollenTaia oHa, u

9TOT IIENOT ObUT cTpailiHee Kpuka. — OHU OosATCsA, UTO 51 HE
MPOCHYCh. .. A BCE IOCJIE TOTO CIIy4Yas. ..
— TBoll mpucTyn Toraa BCcex Ha HOTW TOTHSII, — MepeOu

e€ Bacwmii, cMATYMBIINCHL, — U Ha JIETIX TOXe cKasaicda. Ho
ceityac He Bpems 00 3Tom!

CbIH OXOTHMKA MPUBEN K Kosoaily Matsest MIBaHoBuYa, cra-
peiilliero oXoTHUKa JaepeBHU. Ero riaza, nog€pHyThle JbIMKOM
JIeT, BHUMATEJIbHO U3y4asiy TOJIIY.

— Bacs, uTo 3a irym? — nipockpunest ctapuk. — Maibuuiil-

Ka npona’?
— Heru Onbru, Matseit iBanosuu. B nec, nonu, ynum.
— OX TBI XK... — CTApUK OCEKCH, U €r0 JIMIIO0 MTHOBEHHO I10-

CepbE3HeN0. — A eciii BOJIKU?

Cepaue Ounpru npormycruiio yaap. [lepen rina3amu BCObIXHY/IA
CTpAlllHble KapTHHBI, HO OHA OTYASIHHO MbITATaCh UX OTOTHATD,
3aJIpIXasICh OT COOCTBEHHOW MBICJIH.



— Bort ke *k koObuie 1o KonbiTy! Yero BcTan Kak BKOTIAH-
Hble? — psaBKHYJ MartBeii MIBaHOBHMY, OOpBIBasi MEMOT TOJMITHL.
— JKuBo Bpava nnmre, noka KJyIia He OTKUHYJIACh!

Bacuimii, He Tepsas HU ceKyHapl, noaxsarui OJbry Ha pyKH.
Omna ObUIa CIMIIKOM cJ1ada, 9TOOBI MITH CaAMOW.

— Martseii IBanoBUY, — GpOCHIT OH Yepe3 I1e40, — roTOBb-
Te Pykb€. Kak TONBKO JOCTaBIIIO €€ B JIa3apeT, cpa3y Npuuy.

— B nec coOpasica? — npurypuiics ctapuk. — Bot okasiH-
HBIN. . .

— Jla, — ronoc Bacuius crat XOJa0AHbIM U TBEPABIM. — MBI
UJIEM B JIEC HA MIOMCKHU.

v

— Marsen MBaHOBHY? — [IPOBOCEK MOIOLIEN K CTApHKY,
CTapasiCh HE CIIMIIKOM TPEBOXUTH €ro. — MeHs 30BYT THXOH.

CrapuK NOIHSJI HAa HErO MYTHBIN B3IJISAA.

— A, necopyd Ham oObsiBHics... Yan OneHbKH Tam He
BCTpevas?

— Jleren HeT, — miyxo orBeTw TuxoH. — Ho 4 Bunen cre-
nul. MenBexbu.

Margeii liBaHOBUY HaXMypWJICsl, U B €TI0 IJ1a3aX MEJIbKHYJIO
COMHEHHE.

— Mengexbu? Yero 310 Muika 3a0bUl B Hammx Kpasx? He
omuocs 1 Thl?

— Jlany MenBens y3Haio U3 ThICSYU, — B rojioce TuxoHa 3a-



3BeHela cTaylb. — [IOKJISCTBCS TOTOB: MaXyWHA ObUIA OTPOMHASI.
Hacroammii mensens.

CrapuK TsKeJIO B3OXHYJI, M TOT B3JI0X ObUI MOJIOH Ty PHBIX
MPEeIYyBCTBUM.

— Tl'ocniogu. .. A eciiv OH ux 3agpan?

— Bor umenHo nostomy, Marserr IBanoBuy, Bam ¢ Baceu
HY’KHO MOCTIeNIUTh, — OTpe3al TUXOH.

— Ilocnemmm, — KuBHYI crapuk. — Tosbko ok aych Bacio.
B onvHOYKY Ha MenBe/isi cCoBaThCsi — rHOJIoe JIEO.

Bacunmit gevictBoBani Ha mpefene BoO3MoxHOCTer. Kak Tosb-
KO OH joctaBui Onbry B jazaper, oH Opocuiics pomoi. JKeHa
ObL1a Ha paboTe, a ChIH cUes Ha KyxHe. MabuMK MbITaJICs MUTh
Yaif, HO Yalllka B €ro pyKax MeJIKO JpoKajia, BRIOMBast APOOHBIN
TPEBOXKHBIN PUTM O OJTIOMIIE.

— Ilana... Tl ua€b B sec cnacarb CiaaBuka? — rosioc pe-
OEHKa copBaJics Ha MIEMOT.

Bacuiuii 3amep. OH mocMOTpet Ha CblHA, M1 HA MTHOBEHUE eMY
NOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH BUJUT B HEM Ipomnasiux aereu. [Ipemquys-
cTBUe OeJibl CTAJIO MOYTH OCSI3aeMbIM, KaK XOJIOMHBIN TyMaH.
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