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AHHOTaAMA

Kuura Ha aHrimiickoM si3bIKe C MapajuleSbHBIM MEPeBOIOM Ha
pycckuid. [locne kaxmoro mpeaoxkeHus ClieqyeT ero nepeBoyl.

ITO He caThpa, ITO PEHTTEH COBETCKOM AyIIM, KOTOPBIH CMEIIUT
10 KOJIHK.

bnecrsamuii aBantiopuct Octan bennep — mepBblil pyccKuit
AQHTUTEPOil, KOTOPOro JOOUIIL CHJIbHEE JII0OOTO MOJOKHUTETBHOTO
niepcoHaxa. A Bmecte ¢ Kucoit BopoObstHUHOBBIM OHU CO3/IAIOT IY3T,
cpaBHMMBIN ¢ PoOuHOM ['yI0M 1 ero KpUBBIM 3€pKaJIOM.

Ilouemy KHMra BHE BpEMEHU:

- FOMop — xupyprudeckuii. ®pas3bl pa3oOpaHbl Ha IUTAThI, HO B
KOHTEKCTE OHM YOMBAIOT HAMOBAJ IAXe CITYCTS BEK.



- I'epon — KaxJpIil a03a1] poXkgaeT THUIaX: OT MaHUAKaJbHON

DJUTIOYKU-JIIONOEAKH JI0 IMKapHoro oTua PeEnopa ¢ ero ceevyamu.

Cioker — TOroHs 3a OpWIMaHTaMW TpeBpaiiaeTcs B
dumnocopckuii apc 0 TOM, UTO «CcyacThe HE B JAEHbrax, a B HX
KOJIUYECTBE> .

UYuraiite, 4TOOBI MOHATH, MOYEMY MEUTa O CTYJIbAX aKTyaJbHee
JII000ro crapramna. DT0 KHUTa, TJIe Bbl CMEETeCh HaJl KaXIbIM a03arieM,
a B KOHIIE 3aKpbIBaeTe e€ ¢ JIErKOW IPyCThi0 — Kak MOCJe BCTPEeUH ¢
OUYCHb TAJAHTIMBBIM MOIIIEHHUKOM.



Conep:kanue

I'maBa
Konel 03HaKOMHUTETBHOTO (PparMeHTa.






EBrenun Ilerpos,
Nabss Uabd
JIBeHAaAuaTh CTYJIbEB
HA aHIJIHHCKOM SI3BIKE
¢ nmapaJuieJibHbIM
IepeBO0OM HA PYCCKHH

I'maBa




N.A N, E.ILIlerpoB. [IBeHaanarh CTyJIbEB.
KHura Ha aHIJIMIACKOM SI3bIKE C MapauleIbHbIM NIEPEBOIOM Ha
PYCCKUI.

© Camoruios A.T"., 2026r.

PART ONE YACTD ITEPBAS

STARGORODSKY LEV «CTAPT'OPOJICKWU JIEB» The
information will be paid for. I'nasa I

Bezenchuk and The Nymphs bezenuyk u «Humgpbi»

In the county town of N, there were so many barber shops
and funeral processions that it seemed that the inhabitants of the
city were born only to shave, cut their hair, refresh their heads
with vezhetal and immediately die. B ye3nqHom ropose N ObI-
JI0 TaK MHOT'O MTAPUKMAaXEPCKUX 3aBe/IeHUI U OI0pO MOXOPOHHBIX
MIPOIIECCUIA, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, JKUTEJIM TOPOJIA POKIAIOTCS JIUIIb 3a-
TeM, YTOOBI MMOOPUTHCS, OCTPUYILCS, OCBEXKUTH TOJIOBY BEXeTa-
JieM U cpazy ke ymepets. In fact, in the county town of N, people
were born, shaved, and died quite rarely. A Ha camom jene B
ye3qHoM ropoae N oAU poKaaInch, OPHIUCh U YMUPAH J10-
BosibHO pefko. The life of City N was the quietest. JKusnp ro-
pona N Obuta Tvinaieid. The spring evenings were delightful,
the mud glittered like anthracite under the moonlight, and all the
young people of the city were so in love with the secretary of the
local communal committee that it prevented her from collecting



membership fees. Becennue Beuepa ObLIM YIOUTENBHBI, I'PS3b
071 JIYHOIO CBEpKaJa, Kak aHTPALUT, U BCS MOJIOAEKb Topojia J10
TaKOW CTereHr ObUla BMIOONEHa B CEKPETapIy MECTKOMa KOM-
MYHQJILHUKOB, YTO 3TO MEIIAJO0 el cOOUpaTh YIEHCKUE B3HOCHL.

Questions of love and death did not concern Ippolit
Matveyevich Vorobyaninov, although he was in charge of these
questions from nine in the morning to five in the evening every
day, with a half-hour break for breakfast. Bormpocs! 100BU 1
cMmeptH He BoHoBayv Mrmonura MarteeeBnya BopoObsiHUHOBA,
XOTSI STUMH BOIPOCAMH TI0 POy CBOEH CITy’KObI OH BeAas C Je-
BATH yTpa JI0 MSATH Beyepa exKeAHEBHO C MOTyYacOBbIM MEPepbl-
BOM ISl 3aBTpaKa.

In the morning, after drinking his portion of hot milk from a
frosty, veined glass served by Klavdia Ivanovna, he would leave
the dim house and go out to the spacious street named after
Comrade Gubernsky, full of strange spring light. ITo yrpam, BbI-
IIUB U3 MOPO3HOTO, C JKWJIKOU, CTaKaHa CBOIO TIOPIIMIO TOPSYETO
MOJIOKa, nogaHHoro Knasauenn VIBaHOBHOM, OH BBIXOIWII U3 ITO-
JYTEMHOTI'O JIOMHMKa Ha MPOCTOPHYIO, MOJHYI0 TUKOBUHHOIO Be-
CEHHEero cBeTa y/uily uMeHu ToBapuiia ['yoepHckoro. It was the
most pleasant of all the streets found in county towns. 310 ObI-
JIa IpUSITHEeNIIAst U3 YJIUL, KaKhe BCTPEYAIOTCSl B YEe3HbIX FOpO-
nax. To the left, behind wavy greenish panes of glass, the coffins
of the Nymph funeral home glittered silver. ITo neByio pyky 3a
BOJTHUCTHIMU 3€JIEHOBATHIMU CTEKJIAMU CEpeOPHITUCH TPOOBI TM0-
xopoHHOTO 010po «Humda».On the right, behind small windows



with crumbling putty, the dusty and boring oak coffins of the
coffin-maker Bezenchuk lay sullenly. CnipaBa 3a mManeHbKUMH,
¢ 0OBaJIMBILENCS 3aMa3KOil OKHAMU YTIPIOMO BO3JIeXaau ay0o-
BbIE MbUIbHBIE M CKyUYHbIE IPOOBI TPOOOBBIX e MacTepa besen-
yyka. Further, "Cirulny master Pierre and Konstantin" promised
its customers "nail care" and "ondulyancion at home". [anee
«Hupynbubiii mactep [Ibep u KoHcranTtun» oberan cBoum mno-
TPeOUTENISAM «XOJI0 HOTTe» U «OHIYJISTHCUOH Ha Jomy». Still
further away was a hotel with a barber shop, and behind it, on
a large vacant lot, a fawn calf stood and gently licked a rusty
sign leaning against a lonely gate:FUNERAL HOME "Welcome"
Ele panpiie pacronokuiacbroCTUHUIA C MAPUKMAXEPCKOi, a
3a Hel Ha OOJIBIIIOM ITyCTHIPE CTOSLT MAJIeBbIi TEJIEHOK U HEXHO
JIM3aJ1 IOPKaBEBLIYIO, TPUCIIOHEHHYIO K OIMHOKO TOpYalllM BO-
poram BeiBecKy:IIOI' PEBAJIbHA Y1 KOHTOPA «Mwunoctu ripo-
CHM»

Although there were a lot of funeral businesses, their clientele
was not very rich. XoTsi MOXOpOHHBIX JieJ1 ObLIIO MHOKECTBO, HO
KJIMEHTypa y HuX Obula HeOoraras. "You are welcome" burst
three years before Ippolit Matveyevich settled in the city of N,
and master Bezenchuk drank bitter and even once tried to pawn
his best exhibition coffin in a pawnshop. «Mwuoctu npocum»
JIOTIHYJIO €Ille 3a TPU rojga 10 Toro, kak Mnmomur Marseesuu
ocen B roposie N, a Mactep be3eHuyk M rOpbKYIO U J1axke Ofl-
HAJK/IBI MBITAJICST 3AJI0KUThH B JIOMOAp/ie CBOM JTyUIIIUi BHICTABOY-
HBII Ipo0.



People in the city of N rarely died, and Ippolit Matveyevich
knew this better than anyone else, because he served in the
registry office, where he was in charge of the registration table
for deaths and marriages. Jltogu B ropoge N ymupanu peako, u
Wnmonut MarBeeBrY 3HAJT 3TO JIydIlle KOro Obl TO HU ObLJIO, 0-
TOMY UTO CJIyKWJI B 3arce, Iie BeJaJl CTOJIOM perucTpaliuu cMep-
Tel 1 OPaKOB.

The table at which Ippolit Matveyevich worked looked like
an old tombstone. Cto, 3a KoTopbiM padoTan Mnmonur Matse-
€BHY, TIOXOWJI Ha cTapylo HaarpoOnyio mmty. The left corner of
it was destroyed by rats. JIeBbIii Yroj ero OblT YHUYTOXEH KPbI-
camu. His frail legs shook under the weight of bulky tobacco-
colored folders with notes from which it was possible to get all
the information about the pedigrees of the inhabitants of the city
of N and about the genealogical firewood that grew on the scanty
county soil. Xusble ero HOXKKH TPSICIUCH MOJ TSIKECTHIO IMTyXJIBIX
NaroK TadavyHOro IBeTa ¢ 3aMUCSIMU, U3 KOTOPHIX MOKHO OBLIO
NOYEPITHYTh BCE CBE/IEHUS O POAOCIOBHBIX kUTeneil ropoaa N u
O TeHeaJIorM4ecKrX IpoBax, MPOU3POCIIMX Ha CKYAHOU ye3/1HOM
MOYBe.

On Friday, April 15, 1927, Ippolit Matveyevich, as usual,
woke up at half past seven and immediately stuck his nose into
an old-fashioned pince-nez with a gold bow. B naruuny 15 an-
penst 1927 rona Unmonut MaTBeeBrY, Kak 0OBIYHO, TIPOCHYJICS
B MOJIOBUHE BOCBMOT'O U Cpa3y e MPOCYHYJI HOC B CTAPOMOJIHOE
neHcHe ¢ 3o50toi ayxkoi. He did not wear glasses. O4koB oH He



Hocui1. One day, having decided that wearing pince-nez was not
hygienic, Ippolit Matveyevich went to the optician and bought
rimless glasses with gilded shafts. OgHasxapl, pemms, 4To HOCUTb
NIeHCHEe He rurneHnyHo, nmonut MaTtBeeBruY HaripaBUJICS K OI1-
THKY U KYITHJI OYKH O€3 OMpaBbl, C MO30JI0UYEHHBIMHU OTJIOOJISIMU.
He liked the glasses from the first time, but his wife (it was not
long before her death) found that he looked just like Milyukov
in glasses, and he gave them to the janitor. O4ku c nepBoro pasza
€My TOHPABWJINCh, HO KeHa (3TO ObLIO HE3aJ0JITo A0 ee CMep-
TH) Halllla, YTO B OYKAX OH BBUIUTHIA MUIIIOKOB, M OH OTJaJl O4-
KM 1BOpHUKY. The janitor, although not nearsighted, was used
to glasses and enjoyed wearing them. [IBOpHUK, XOTs ¥ He ObLIT
ONMM3OPYK, K OUKaM MPUBBIK U HOCUJI UX C YOBOJIbCTBHEM.
"Bonjour! — Bonxyp! - Ippolit Matveyevich sang to himself,
swinging his legs out of bed. — nponen Mnnonur MarseeBuu
camomy ce0e, ciyckas Horu ¢ mocrend. "Bonjour" indicated
that Ippolit Matveyevich had woken up in a good mood. «boH-
Kyp» yKasplBajo Ha To, 4yro Mnnonut MaTBeeBuy NpocHyJCs B
Jn00poM pacnonokeHuu.Saying "gut morgen" on waking usually
meant that the liver was playing tricks, that fifty-two years was no
joke, and that the weather was wet. CkazanHoe Tipu poOyxie-
HHUU «TYT MOPreH» OOBIYHO 3HAYMJIO, YTO TIEYeHb MOIIATUBAET,
YTO MATHAECAT ABA rojla — He HIyTKa U YTO MOroja HbIHYE Chl-
pasi. Ippolit Matveyevich shoved his lean legs into pre-war piece
trousers, tied them at the ankles with ribbons, and plunged into
short soft boots with narrow square toes. Mnmonut MarseeBuu



CYHYJI CYXOIIIaBble HOTM B JJOBOEGHHbBIE INTYYHbIE OPIOKU, 3aBsI-
3aJ1 MX Y HIMKOJIOTOK TECEMKAMHU U NOrpy3UJIcsl B KOPOTKHUE MST-
KM€ Carloru ¢ y3KMMHM KBaJipaTHBIMU HocamH. Five minutes later,
Ippolit Matveyevich was wearing a moonlight vest studded with a
small silver star and an iridescent lustrous jacket. Yepe3 nsatb Mu-
HyT Ha Innonute MaTtBeeBrye KpacoBaJICs TyHHbIH KUJIET, YChI-
TIAHHBIA MEJIKOW cepeOpsSHONM 3Be3/10i, U MepeuBYaThIid JTIOCT-
puHOBBIN nukadok. Ippolit Matveyevich brushed the dewdrops
from his gray hair that had remained after washing, moved his
moustache savagely, hesitatingly touched his rough chin with his
hand, ran a brush through his short — cropped aluminum hair,
and, smiling politely, moved towards his mother-in-law, Klavdia
Ivanovna, who was entering the room. CmaxHyB co cBOMX ce-
JVH OCTaBLIMECS MOcjie yMbIBaHUs pocuHKH, Nnnonut Marsee-
BUY 3BEPCKH TOIIEBEIN YCaMU, B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH MOTPOra
PYKOIO IIEpOXOBaThIil MOAOOPOAOK, MPOBEN IIETKOM M0 KOPOT-
KO OCTPUKEHHBIM AJTIOMUHHUEBBIM BOJIOCAM U, YUTHUBO YJIbIOASICh,
JIBUHYJICSI HABCTPEUY BXOJMBIIEN B KOMHaAry Tele — KiaBauu
NBanoBHe.

"Eppolet," she thundered, " I had a bad dream today."

The word "dream" was pronounced with a French accent. —
Snrnone-3T, — NporpemMesa oHa, — CEerofHs s BUeIa AypHOU
COH.

Ippolit Matveyevich looked down at his mother-in-law. Yn-
noiaut MarBeeBru norsizien Ha Teuly cBepxy BHu3. His height
reached one hundred and eighty-five centimeters, and from this



height it was easy and convenient for him to treat his mother-in-
law with some disdain. Ero poct noxonui 1o cra BOCbMUAECATH
NSATH CAHTUMETPOB, M C TAKOW BBICOTHI €MY JIETKO U YAOOHO Obl-
JIO OTHOCUThBCS K Tellle ¢ HEKOTOpbIM TpeHedpesxenuem. Klavdia
Ivanovna continued: Knasnust MiBanHoBHa npojosmkana:

— I saw the late Marie with her hair down and a gold sash.
— ¢1 Bugena nokoitHyo Mapu ¢ pacnylieHHbIMUA BOJIOCAMU U B
30JI0TOM KYyIIIaKe.

The cannon sounds of Klavdia Ivanovna's voice made the cast-
iron lamp with its ball, shot, and dusty glass tsatskami shake. Ot
MYIIeYHBIX 3BYKOB rosioca Kinasnuu VIBaHOBHBI Aposkaia 4yTryH-
Has JlaMIia ¢ siipoM, JpoObI0 U MbUIbHBIMU CTEKJISTHHBIMU 11a1l-
KaMH.

— I'm very worried. — { ouenp BcrpeBoxkeHa. I'm afraid
something wouldn't have happened. Boiochk, He ciyumioch Obl
4ero.

The last words were uttered with such force that the square of
hair on Ippolit Matveyevich's head swayed in different directions.
[MocnenHue cnoBa ObUTM MPOU3HECEHBI C TAKOW CUJION, YTO Kape
BoJioc Ha rosioBe Mnmonuta MarBeeBrYa KOJMBIXHYJIOCH B Pa3HbIe
croponbl. He wrinkled his face and said separately: On cmoprn
JIMLIO Y Pa3JesIbHO CKa3a:

"Nothing will happen, Maman. — Hwuuero He Oyner, ma-
MaH.Have you already paid for water? 3a Boay Bbl yke BHOCHJIU ?

It turns out that they didn't make any changes. Oxa3biBaer-
¢, uro He BHOocwM. The galoshes were also not washed. Kasno-



M Toke He ObTh ToMbIThL Ippolit Matveyevich did not love
his mother-in-law. Wnmonur MatBeeBnd He JIOOWII CBOEW Te-
n. Klavdia Ivanovna was a fool, and her advanced age made
it impossible to hope that she would ever grow wiser. Kiag-
nvsi ViBaHOBHA ObUIa TJTyMa, U ee MPEKJIOHHBIN BO3PACT He TM03-
BOJISIT HAZICATHCSL HA TO, YTO OHA KOTIAHUOYIb MOyMHeeT. She
was extremely stingy, and only Ippolit Matveyevich's poverty
prevented this exciting feeling from unfolding. Ckyna oHa Obl1a
JI0 YpE3BBIYAHOCTH, U TOJILKO OeqHOCTh Mnmonuta MaTtBeeBnya
HE JJaBaJia Pa3BepHYThCS ITOMY 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEMY 4yBCTBY. Her
voice was so strong and thick that it would have been the envy
of Richard the Lionheart, whose cry is known to make horses
crouch. ['onoc y Hee ObUT TaKOW CHIIBI ¥ TYCTOTBI, UYTO €My T03a-
BuioBas1 661 Puuapn JIbBuHOe Ceprie, OT KpUKa KOTOPOTo, Kak
U3BECTHO, npuceaaiv koHu. And what was most dreadful of all,
Klavdia Ivanovna also had dreams. I kxpome Toro, — 4to ObI-
Jo caMbiM yxacHbIM, — KiaBaus MBaHoBHa Bujena cHbl. She
always saw them. OHa Buzena ux Bcerga. She dreamed of girls
in sashes, horses with yellow dragoon piping, street sweepers
playing harps, archangels in guard sheepskins walking at night
with mallets in their hands, and knitting needles that jumped
around the room by themselves, making a distressing clink. Eit
CHWIUCh JEBYIIIKH B KYIIIaKax, JIOMIAI1, OOIIUTHIE KeIThIM Jpa-
T'YHCKMM KaHTOM, IBOPHMKMU, UTPAIOILIKE Ha apdax, apXaHTebl B
CTOPOXXEBBIX TYJIyHax, MPOryJUBAIOLIMECS IO HOUYaM C KOJIOTYIII-
KaMU B PyKax, ¥ BSI3aJIbHBIEC CITUIIBI, KOTOPBIE CaMU COOOM TPbI-



raji 1o KOMHate, MPor3BO/sl OrOPUMTENbHBINA 3BOH. The empty
old woman was Klavdia Ivanovna. ITycras crapyxa 6bina Knas-
nust MBanosHa. On top of that, she had grown a mustache under
her nose, and each mustache looked like a shaving brush. Bno-
0aBOK KO BCEMY MO/ HOCOM y Hee BBIPOCIIU YChI, U KK/ yC
OBbLT TOXOK Ha KACTOUKY ISl OpPUTBHSI.

Ippolit Matveyevich, slightly annoyed, went out of the house.
Wnnonut MarBeeBud, cjerka pa3apaxeHHbIH, BbIIIET U3 IOMY.

At the entrance to his shabby establishment, coffin maker
Bezenchuk was leaning against the doorjamb with his arms
crossed. Y BxoJa B CBO€ NOTACKaHHOE 3aBe/IeHHE CTOSL, TPUCIIO-
HSICh K JIBEPHOMY KOCSIKY U CKPECTUB PyKH, I'POOOBBIX €1 Ma-
crep bezenuyk.The master's eyes were bright yellow, like a cat's,
and burned with an unquenchable fire from the systematic failure
of his commercial ventures and the long-term ingestion of strong
drinks. OT cucTeMaTMYECKUX KPaXxOB CBOMX KOMMEPUECKUX Ha-
YMHAHWI U OT JJOJITOBPEMEHHOTO yIOTpeOIeH!s] BHYTPb TOPSTIH-
TETbHBIX HANMTKOB IJIa3a MacTepa ObUTH SIPKO-KEITBIMH, KaK y
KOTa, U TOPEJIM HEYTraCUMbIM OTHEM.
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