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OnHa MeuTasia BBIPBaThCsl U3 CEPOM PYTUHBI U Moyumia croyiHa. CiyJaiiHast
BCTpeya B KopeliHe ¢ 3araJiloyHbIM KpacaBleM AJIEKCOM NEPEeBOPAYMBAET KU3Hb
oObIyHOM cTyeHTKH bembl HaBcerna. Cuikom OeHbIN, N30eralouil COTHIIA,
Ha/IeJIEHHBI HEYEJI0BEUECKOM CUJIONM OH XPaHUT TallHy, KOTOPOU TpUCTa JieT. AJIeKC
BaMIIUP, HO BMeCTO yxkaca besuia uyBCTBYET JIMIIIb ONacCHOE MpUTsIKeHue. 1x
CBsI3b MPOOYKAAET B HEM APEBHIOI aHOMAJIMIO, KAKOW He BUJIEIU yKe ThICSIY JIET:
He oOpaiéHHas KpoBblo, OHa 0OpeTaeT CHITy BaMITMpa, COXPaHUB YeJIOBEUECKOE
cepare. Tenepb OHM JyuIlvie areHThl TalHOW [ mnbauu. VX 11e1b - moMeIiath
3aroBOpY, CIIOCOOHOMY YHUUTOKUTh XPYNKUNA MUAP MEXKITY JTIOABMHA U HOUHBIMH
xuiHuKamMu. Ho yem cuiibHee pacTér e€ map, TeM sICHee CTAHOBUTCS: UX JII0OOOBb
HE TIPOCTO YYBCTBO. DTO OPYyKHUE, CIIOCOOHOE M3MEHHUTDb 3aKOHBI MarviMl WJTU CHKEYb
o0oux goTia.
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Coaep:xanue

I'naBa 1. CmepTenbHbIH mapM
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Cepren IlaTpyinesn
eBymka Bamnupa

I'naBa 1. CmepTeJibHBIN IapM

3amnax x:kEHOro Koge ¥ KOPULIbI BUCEN B BO3yX€E, CJIOBHO JIMITKUIA TyMaH, TPONUTHIBast COOOMN
OfIeXk Ty, BOJIOCHI U, KaxeTcs, faxe Mbiciau. Kodelins «Crapoe rae3no» xuia cBoer 0ObIYHOM, YayIII-
JIMBO-Pa3MEPEHHOM KU3HBIO: IIHIENA MapoM KodemarivHa, Tyaea XOJOOWIbHUK C JiecepTaMu, U
MOHOTOHHO, KakK 3aeBIlasl IJIACTUHKA, OyOHUJI KTO-TO M3 MOCeTUTeNel 0 Kypce noyuiapa. bema cro-
sJ1a 3a CTOMKOW, MEXaHMUECKH HATUpasi U 0e3 TOro OJIeCTSIYI0 MOBEPXHOCTbh, U TbITAJIACh YOCIUTh
ceOs1, 4TO eil He CKy4YHO. UTo 3TO0 HOpMallbHas CTy/IeHUecKas moapadoTka. YTo Bee Tak KUBYT: yueoa,
CMeHBI, OECKOHEUHbII HETOCHITT U MEUTHI O YeM-TO OOJIbIIIeM, pa30MBAIOIIUECS O CEPYI0 PeaTbHOCTb,
KaK JIOXKJIEBbIe KaIlIA O IPS3HOE CTEKJIO.

Ona HeHaBH e/ 3TO YyBCTBO. YyBCTBO, OYITO KU3Hb TPOXOAUT MUMO, KAK CKOPOCTHOH 103/,
Ha KOTOPBIH y Hee HUKOTJa He HalIeTcsl H OuiieTa, HU CMEJIOCTH 3alphirHy Th. beste Obuo Baiars,
HO BHYTPH OHa OLIyIIaga cedst IyOOKO# CTapyXoid, ycTaBiel ot ogHooOpasust. Ee mup cocrosin u3
JIEKIHIA TI0 KYJIBTYPOJIOTHH, KOTOpbIE OHA MOYTH He TOcelasa, 3TOi BOT KOelHH, IPONUTaHHON
3amaxoM Oe3Hajlerd, ¥ CheMHOW KBapTHpBL, TIIe M0 BeuepaM Ty/leau TPyObl, CIOBHO JIOM CTpajal
XpOoHUYecKrM OponxutoM. I H1 omHOrOo mpobnecka. Hu ogHOro Hameka Ha TO, YTO JKM3Hb MOXKET
OBbITh SIPKOM.

Ona mojonuia K OKHY M MocMoTpena Ha yiauny. Tam napun Beuep. ['opon ToHyn B cuHe-
BaTO-CEpPbIX CyMEPKax, ChIlajl MEJIKHU, IPOTUBHBII J0K/Ib, U IPOXOKHE, IPAYACh MO]] KAITIOIIOHAMU
Y 30HTaMM, BBIIVIAAEIN CepPbIMHU Npu3pakaMu. bensa B310oxHya, MPOBOXKas B3MISIOM OYEPEIHOIO
IIPOXOJKET0, U Moexkuiack. Eil Xxotenock 4yero-To... uHoro. OnacHoro. 3anperHoro. Yero-To, oT 4ero
KPOBb 3aKuresa Obl B KUJIaX, @ HE TeKJ1a YHbUION peKoil.

HMmeHHO B 3TOT MOMCHT, KOIr’Ja OHa YK€ IIOYTHU YTOHYJIa B cOOCTBEHHOMN MEJIAHXOJINU, OBEPD,
3BAKHYB KOJIOKOJIbYMKOM, paCllaXHYyJIaCb, U B «CTapoe T'HE310>» BOIIECII OH.

3BYK €ro 1iaroB 3acTaBmj ee 00epHyThcs. He motomy uto oHM OBUTH TPOMKMMU — HA000POT,
OH CTyHaJl MOYTH OeCIIyMHO, KaK XUIIHUK. IIpocTo cam Bo3ayx B KodeiiHe, Ka3aaoch, CTyCTUICS U
3aBUOPHUPOBAJI, CIOBHO IMPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT BOLIEALIEr0 U3MEHWIIO CBOM (PU3NYECKUE CBOICTBA.
Benna 3amepina ¢ TpANKoil B pyke, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETE.

OH OBbII... HEBCPOATCH. 710 OBLIO MNEpBOC U EANMHCTBEHHOC CJIOBO, KOTOPOE€ CMOT' BbIIABUTb U3
cebs ee SaTYMaHCHHHﬁ BHE3AITHbIM BOJIHECHUEM PA3yM. Ha Bup net gsaguarb IIA4Thb, BbICOKHfI, C uae-
aJIbHOU OC&HKOfI, HEBOJIBHO HpI/ITHl"I/IBaIOIJ_ICﬁ B3IJIA1. ‘IeprI Ji1a, 6y,HTO BBIPE3aHHBIC U3 MPpaMOpa
IF€HHUAJIbHBIM CKYJIBIITOPOM: BBICOKHUE CKYJIbI, BOJIEBOI HOII60pOI[OK C €aBa 3aMeTHOMN HMOQKOﬁ, nps-
MOM apI/ICTOKpaTI/I‘IE!CKI/Iﬁ Hoc. MneanbHas Koxka, HO MOPa3UTECIIbHO 6J'ICI[H3H, CJIOBHO OH HUKOrJa HE
BUIEJI COJTHLA. Ota 6HCILHOCTB PE3KO KOHTPACTUPOBAJIA € €TI0 BOJIOCAMU — I'YCTbIMH, LIBETA BOPOHOBA
KpbLUIa, BOJIHUCTBIMU U He6pe)KHO OT6pOI_HCHHI>IMI/I Ha3al.

Ho cunbHee Bcero NOopa3unJiu rjiasa. F)'IY6OKO ITOCAXXEHHBIEC, OHU Ka3aJINCh 6C3JIOHHLIMI/I KOJIO-
HaMu, B KOTOPBIX IIACAIN 30JIOTUCTBIC UCKOPKH. Hx uBeTr HEBO3MOXHO OBLIO OIIPEACIINTL: TO JIN
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3eJIeHbIi, TO JI CepbIid, TO JIU BOBCE OONOTHBIA. B3risa ObUT OTHOBPEMEHHO YCTAJIBIM U POH3UTEITb-
HBIM, 3a/lyMYUBBIM U CJIOBHO IIPOHMKAIOIIMM IOl KOXKY. Besta BAPYr ocTpo oco3Hasa, YTo CTOUT U
TSUTATCS, HE B CUJIaX OTBeCTH B3MIsA. Llleku ee Hauaym npeaaTebCKy 3JIMBAThCS KPACKOM.

On IIOJOLIET K CTOfIKC, H TOJIBKO TOI'Ia OHA BBIHBIPHYJIA U3 CBOECI'O OLCTICHECHU .

— JoOpblii Beuep, — ero rojioc OKa3aJics MO CTaTh BHEIITHOCTH: HU3KUI, OapXaTHBIM, C Jier-
KO/, €/1Ba YJIOBUMOM XPUIIOTIION, OT KOTOPO#i o crivHe besutsl mpodexan TabyH mypariek. — JIBoii-
HOU 3cIpecco, noxanyicTa. U... 9ro-HuOyIb MOCOBETYITE U3 e/Ibl.

— K-koHeuHO, — 3auKasich, mpojerneraia OHa, YyBCTBYs ceOs oHou aypoil. — CoBeTyio...
KpyaccaH ¢ MUHJIAIbHBIM KpeMOM. CBEKHIl.

Ona He 3HaJa, Kak el yJaJloch COCTABUTH CBSI3HOE MPEIJIOKEHHNE, HO OH YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUB-
HYJI, ¥ YTOJIKH €T0 MJCaTbHO OUYEePUCHHBIX I'yO APOTHY/IM B €/IBa 3aMETHOM YJIbIOKE.

— 3Byuur Herwioxo. W... mpocTute 3a BOIPOC... Kak Bac 30BYT?
— bBenna, — Beinmanmia oHa ObicTpee, YeM ycriena MogyMarh.

— besuta, — noBTOpUII OH, M €€ UM B €r0 yCTax MPO3BYYAJIO KaK CTPOYKA CTUXOTBOPEHUS,
KaK 3aKjrHaHue. — [IpekpacHoe ums 1Jis PeKpacHOM JEBYILKHU.

Ona cMyTHIach OKOHYATEIBbHO U, YTOOBI CKPBITh HEJIOBKOCTh, OTBEPHYJIACh K KOeMaIlHe.
Pyku npoxanu, cepaue KoJOTWIOCH rae-1o B ropsie. KTo oH Takoii, yepT Bo3bMu? [o/MBYACKMiA
aKkTep, cOexaBIIMiA co cheMOK? Mozens? OHa cibliaia, Kak OH OTOIIeN K OKHY, OTOIBUHYJI CTYJI U
ceJl, YCTaBUBILIMCh Ha YJINLLY.

IToka rortoBuics kode, bemia ykpaakol mnorisasiBaja Ha Hero. OH cujien HeNoJBUKHO,
CJIOBHO CTaTysl, U CMOTpeJI Ha A0X/Ib. B 9TO# mo3e ObUIO Y4TO-TO HEeCTECTBEHHOE, KaKasi-TO HeuelloBe-
Yyeckas 3acThuIocTh. OH Ka3ajcs OECKOHEUHO UyX/IbIM 9TOMY YIOTHOMY, MIBLTBHOMY MUPKY KOhEHHH.
CnutikoM... coBepilieHHbIM. CITMIITKOM OTCTPaHEHHBIM.

BHesanHo, cJIOBHO NOYYBCTBOBAB €€ B3IUIsA[l, OH Pe3KO MOBEpPHYJI royioBy. VX rnasa BcTpeTu-
nvck. Benna B3porHyna, 4yBCTBYs, YTO HE MOXKET MOIIEBeTUThCs. Ero B3misg ObUT LIEKUM, U3Y-
YalolMM, CJIOBHO OH YMTaJl €e caMble IMOTaeHHbIe MBICTU. B riiyOuHe ero ria3 CHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIH
30JIOTUCTBIE UCKPBI, U B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IOKa3aJjcs eil onacHbIM. [lo-HacTosemMy onacHeIM, Kak
MIPUKOPHYBIIHIA Ha COJTHIIE IUKUH 3Bepb, KOTOPBIN B JIIOOYIO CEKYHy MOKET ITOKa3aTh KJIBIKU.

Omna oTHecla 3aKa3, CTapasiCh CTYIaTh YBEPEHHO, XOTsI HOTM ObUTM BaTHBIMHU.
— Bam kode 1 kpyaccaH, — OHa IIOCTaBWJIA YaIlIKy Ha CTOJL.

— Cnacu60, — OH yaBIOHYJICS, HO YJIBIOKA BBIILIA CJIeTKa HATIHYTOM, CJIOBHO OH 3a0bLJI, KaK
310 nenaercs. — [Ipucsanere Ha MuHyTKY? Eciiu He 3aHATHI.

Benna pacrepssHHO orisiHynack. B kodeitHe ObUTO MyCTO, HE CUMTast TIOXUIJION Mapsl B YTy,
YBJIEYEHHO MOEIAIONIEH YN3KEHK.
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— 41... Hy, BOOOIIIe-TO, y MEHSI CMEeHa.

— 41 Buzen, Kak Bbl HATMPAIX UJI€AJIbHO YUCTYIO CTOMKY, bena, — OH CHOBa Mpou3Hec ee
UMs, pacTsAruBasi 3Byku. — Jlymaro, y Bac HaiaeTcsl napa MAHYT [Tl IPUSATHOM Oecerbl.

VYcrosaTh 6610 HeBO3MOKHO. OHa cella HAlpOTHB, CLIENMB PYKW Ha KOJIEHSIX, YTOOBI YHSITh
npoxb. OH He PUTPOHYJICS HU K Kode, HU K elle. BmecTo 3Toro oH usyvan ee JIMio, U OT TOro
MPUCTATIFHOTO BHUMAaHUS €l CTAHOBUJIOCH He TT0 cede.

— AJekc, — nipencraBuics oH. — [IpocTuTte, 4TO HE CKa3as paHblIe.

— OueHb NpUSTHO.

— BzaumHo.

Onn nomouany. TummHa ObLTa HAMOJTHEHA JIUIL TyMOM JOXASA 32 OKHOM. berna mydu-
TEJILHO TBITAJIACh TPUAYMaTh, YTO CKa3aTh, HO BCE MBICIH pa30erajimch, Kak TapakaHbl OT SIPKOTO

CBETa.

— BBl He OX0XM Ha YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIHA NbeT Kode B TAKUX MeCTax, — OpsIKHYJIA OHA, U TYT
e MBICJIEHHO cebs1 oOpyraia.

AJeKkc npunonHsiI OpoBb.
— A Ha KOro $ 1noxox?

— Ha... JenoBeka, KOTOPBIH MPENIOYMTAET JOPOTHE PECTOPAHBI, YaCTHBIC KiIyObl. Vmn... —
OHa 3aMs1JIach, — WJIM Ha BaMIMpa U3 TOTUYECKOTO pOMaHa, KOTOPBIN CITy4JailHO 3a0pesT Ha OTOHEK.

Ona noneITanack MOUTyTUTh, HO OH BAPYT Hampsrcs. Ero simno crano eme OnefHee, ecim 3To
BOOOIIE OBIJIO BO3MOXKHO, a I7Ia3a Ha MTHOBEHHE TIOTEMHEH, CTaB ITOYTH YepHBIMU. Bo3yX BOKpyr
HETO0, Ka3aJI0Ch, IOXOJIOAE]L.

— Bamnumpa? — nepecnpocuil OH pOBHBIM T'0JIOCOM, HO B HEM IIOCJIBIIIAJICA 3BOH CTaJId. —
[Touemy BbI Tak permamn?

— Ox, mpocTHTe, 3TO OblIa TIynas NIyTKa, — MOCIHEIIHO CKazana besua, ucmyraBmmce ero
peakuun. — [TpocTo Bl 04YeHb OrieHbI. [... BBl CHANTE B CAMOM TEMHOM YIITy, TIOAAJbIIE OT OKHA.
Byaro u3beraere cBera.

Anekc paccnabuiicsi, HO TOJNBKO BHemmHe. OTKUHYJICSA HAa CIMHKY CTYyJa, CKPECTUB PyKH Ha
Ipyau.

— ¥V MeHs peikoe reHeTHUecKoe 3a00/IeBaHne KOXKH, — CKas3all OH CyX0. — AJlieprusi Ha
ynbTpaduoner. MHe 1eHCTBUTETBHO TPUXOAUTCS N30eraTh COJHIIA.

Benna mouyBcTBoBana cedst uynouinem. Hy koHeuno! Kak oHa mMoriia Tak 6eCTakTHO TOIITY-
TiTh? YenoBek 6oseeT, a OHA CO CBOMMH BaMITUpaMHu |
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— IIpocrure, pagu 6ora, — 3asieneTana oHa. — $1 He 3Hana. S He xoTena Bac OOUIETh.

— BbI MeHs He 06uzieny, — OTBETUJI OH, M €ro B3I cMarumics. — IIpocto 37o... yromu-
TesibHO. [locTossHHO HaxoguThesa B TeHU. Ho g npuBbIk. K TOMY ke, — OH nopasics BIiepes, U ero
KOJICHO IIOJ1 CTOJIOM CJTy4aifHO KOCHYJIOCh €€ HOTH, oT4yero bemty Oyarto yaapuiio TOKOM, — HOYHast
KHU3Hb UMEET CBOU NPEUMYILECTBA.

— Kakue xe? — BbIJOXHYJIa OHA.

— Tummna. [Mpoxnana. OmyieHue, 9To Bech MUP MPUHAIJICKUT TeOe OMHOMY, — OH TOBOPHII
THXO, TOYTH IIETIOTOM, M OT ero rojoca y besutsl 3akpyxkunach rojoBa. — ... MOXHO BCTPEeTHTh
OueHb MHTEPECHBIX JiioAen. Hanpumep, Bac.

310 ObLT OTKpOBeHHBIN (prpT. Benia He 3Hana, KyAa IeTh r1asa. Terno oT ero ciy4aiHoro
MIPUKOCHOBEHUSI Pa3iIMBajIoCh 10 Telly, Kak ropsuil okosaa. Pasymom oHa moHMMasa, 4To BCe 3T0
CJIUIIIKOM OBICTPO, CJIMIIIKOM CTPAHHO, CIIMIIKOM... uaeanbHo. Ho Bee ee CcyIecTBo TSHYJIOCh K HEMY,
KaK [[BETOK K COJIHILY, JIa)Ke €CJIM 9TOT IIBETOK — HOUHasl (pUajIKa, Kakaylas ThbMbI.

OHM IPOroBOPWIIM JIO0 KOHIIA €e CMEHBI. AJieKC OOJIbIlie HUYEro He 3aKa3blBal, TaK U HE TPU-
TPOHYJICS K cBoeMy Kode U KpyaccaHy. OH 3a7aBajl BOIPOCH, MHOTO CIIyIIal, HO O cebe MouTu
HE paccKa3blBal. YKJIOHYMBO YIIOMSIHYJI, UTO 3aHUMAETCSI «UCKYCCTBOM» U «KO€-4eM, CBSI3aHHBIM C
AHTUKBapHaTOM». beJlia JIoBIIIa KakA0€e ero CJI0BO, 04apOBAHHAS HE CTOJILKO COJIEPKAHUEM, CKOJIBKO
3By4aHueM. Ero rojoc OpuT Maruei, ero mpucyTCTBrE — HAPKOTHUKOM.

Korga ona rnepeoaeiachb v BhIIIA U3 HOIICO6KI/I, OH XJaJl €€ y BbIXOJa.

— INo3BosuTe MPOBOAUTH BAC JIO JOMa? — CITPOCHII OH, M 3TO OBLIT CKOpee He BOIPOC, a yTBep-
KIeHHe.

— Pa3Be BaM He B Apyryio CTOpOHY?

— Kakas pasuunia? Hour — moe Bpemsi. 4 rysio.

Ona cornacunack. Koneuno, cormacumnack. JJoxap mpekpaTuics, HO BO3IyX OCTaBaJICs CHIPHIM
1 xonoaHeM. OHHM 1M TIO MYCTBIM TPOTyapaM, M MX INard T'YJIKO OTJABAJMCh B TUIIMHE. AJIEKC
MOTYaJI, U 3TO MOTYaHUE ObLJIO HATIONHEHO HaNpsiKEHWEM, JIEKTPHUYECTBOM, OOCIIAaHUEM Yero-To
HeBeposITHOro. besta uyBcTBOBasIa ce0si repOMHEN KaKoro-T0 CTPAHHOTO, TPEBOKHOTO CHA.

OH noBen ee mouTH 0 camoro foma. Ha myrie Obijio JIerko ¥ OHHOBPEMEHHO TPEBOKHO. UTo
310 ObUTO? OOBIYHAS CiTyvaiiHast BcTpedya? Her, 3TOT Beuep nepeBepHy 1 YTO-TO BHYTpH Hee. BriepBoie

3a JI0JIroe BpeMs OHa YyBCTBOBaIA ceOsl KUBOM.

— 41 OBl XOTEN yBUIETh BaC CHOBA, — CKa3aJl OH Y MOAbe3/a, IMIAAs ei B ria3za. — 3aBTpa
BeuepoM. Brl cBOOOIHBI?

— Jla, — oTBeTWIa OHA, J1aXke He 3ayMbIBasICh.

— Torna 3aBTpa, B BoceMb, y (poHTaHa Ha 1uiomaau. Odemaio, OyeT HHTEPECHO.
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OH B35171 ee pyKy U MOJHEC K rydam, He OTpbIBas B3rUisia. Ero ryosl ObLIM XOMOIHBIMY, KaK JIe,
HO MIPUKOCHOBEHHE 000KIJIO €€, CJIOBHO IutaMs1. OT 3Toro KOHTpacTa y beJuisl mepexBaTuiio AbIXaHue.

— Cnokorinon Houu, bemna.

U on ymien. PacTBopuiics B TEMHOTE TaK CTPEMHUTENIBHO, YTO OHA JIaXe He ycliesa MOHSTH,
B KaKyl0 CTOpOHY OH Harpaswics. CTosia y noabe3a, IpukuMasl pyKy K Ipyau, MbITasiCh YHSTb
OerieHoe cepriecOueHue.

Crenyromuii AeHb TSHYJICS HEBBIHOCHMO J10J1r0. Jlekiuu, GecKoHeuHble 1 OeccMbIcTIeHHBIe. Bee
KpacKky MUpa MoOJIEKJIN 10 CPABHEHUIO C KpacKamMy BuepalHero Bedepa. besa mocTosiHHO mpoBe-
psiia tenedoH, 60sch, uTo Anieke He To3BOHUT. Ho oH 1 He 3BoHMII. OH IPOCTO HA3HAYMII BCTpEUYy.

B Bocemb Beuepa oHa yxe CTosia y (pOHTaHA HA LIEHTPAJILHOM IIJIOIIAIHU, KYTasCh B JIETKYIO
KypTKy. IToroga Oblia Takas e mpomosrias, Kak 1 Buepa. OHa HepBHUYAJIA, IEPEMUHASICh C HOTU
Ha Hory. A BIpYr OH He npuzer? Bapyr ato Obiia mpocTo urpa?

Ho on nipuinieni. Bo3HUK U3 HUOTKY/Ia, CJIOBHO COTKAJICS U3 TEHEH y CTaporo 31aHusi OMOIMo-
TeKH. YBuUIeB ero, besa 3a0pu1a 000 BCEX CBOMX COMHEHUSIX.

— Bl npuiiuii, — ynelOHYJICS OH, BCTaBast psjioM. Ero JInio B cyMepkax Ka3aioch ele 0ojee
OJIEAHBIM U 3araJOYHbIM.

— Kak Bugure.
— 4 pan.

OH noBes ee HE B PECTOpaH, a Ha MPOTYJIKY MO Y3KMM MOILEHbIM YJIOUKaM CTaporo roposja.
Mecra, rae oHa ObIBajia COTHU pa3, B €ro MPUCYTCTBUM Ka3aJ¥MCh COBEPIIIEHHO APYTUMU, HATIOTHEH-
HBIMU MHCTHKOUW M TAlTHOU. AJIEKC pacCKa3blBaI UCTOPUM 00 STHX 3MAHUAX: O XYJOKHUKAX, COIIe -
IMX C yMa B CBOMX MaHCap/ax, O MUCATeJISIX, TOPrOBaBIINX AYIION IbSIBOIY, O TIOOOBHHUKAX, TOKOH-
YUBIIUX C COOOM M3-32 HECYACTHOM CTPACTH.

— Ortxkyna Bbl Bce 9TO 3HaeTe? — CIIpallliBajia OHa, ¥ OH OTBEeYaJI:
— 4 unTepecyioch ucropueil. OCO6eHHO ee MpayHOi CTOPOHOM.

Tomoc ero ObLT POBHBIM, HO B IJ1a3aX CHOBA ILISICATIM ONacHble OroHbKH. OH OBbUT OKYTaH aypoit
TaiHbl, 1 Besuty 310 6e3yMHO IPUTATHBAJIO.

OHM 1UM, NOYTH compuKacasch miedyamu. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa MCXOISIIMKA OT HEro XOJO.I.
Hecmotpst Ha TO, 4TO AJIeKC ObLIT OJET JIETKOMBICJIEHHO ISl TAKOTO ITPOMO3IJIOrO Beuepa, OH, Kasa-
JI0Ch, HE 3aMevall Xoj104a. 1o ObUIO CTpaHHO, HO bBea cHOBa cricasia BCe Ha €ro «TBOPYECKYIO
HaTypy» U 0oJsie3Hb. XyJOKHUKH BCE TAKME — BEYHO BUTAIOT B 0OJaKaxX U HE YyBCTBYIOT JAUCKOM-

dopra.

OH pacckazai ef, 4To pucyet. UTo ero KapTHHbI «CJIMIIKOM MPavHbl 1J1s1 rajepeit». ['oBopuit o
IIOUCKE BEYHON KpacCoThl, O TIHETHOCTU 6])ITI/IH " O TOM, UYTO UCKYCCTBO — €JUHCTBCHHOEC, YTO MOXET
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3areyariieTs MuMosieTHoe. beia cilyniajia, 3aTauB JbIXaHUEC. OH ObUI TaK HE MOXO0X Ha BCEX, KOIro
OHa 3HaJia. CBepCTHI/IKI/I KasaJIMCb pAJ0OM C HUM IIYMHBIMH O€TbMH.

OHu CBepHYJIM B y3KUI1 MIEPEYJIOK, COKpaltias myTb. PoHaphb 3/1eCh He Topet, U NepeysIoK TOHYI
B T'YCTOH, BSI3KOW TeMHOTe. beria BApyr mouyBCTBOBaJIa JIETKUM yKOJ OecriokoicTBa. Eil cTano He
1o ce0e OT TOM TUIIUHBI, HAPYIIAeMOH JIMIIb 3ByKOM HX IIIaroB.

N TyT 13 TEHM BBICTYIIUIINA TPOE.

Onu nosiBUIMCh NIEpesl HUMU, 3aCJIOHSIS BBIXOJ U3 Mepeyika. beia B3apornyiaa 1 MHCTUHK-
THBHO BIETIMIAch B pyKy Auiekca. Ero nagons Obuia JIeqsTHOM U TBEPAOH, KaK KaMeHb.

— D, KyKOJIKa, — XPHUILIO MPOU3HEC OIUH, C UTMHHBIMU CAJTbHBIMH BOJIOCAaMH. — 3205y au-
nack? Viau K HaM, Mbl TIPOBOJIMM.

benna Bxanace B AHCKCEI, cepaue OelleHo 3aKoIoTIIOCh. OHa YYyBCTBOBAJIA 3allax reperapa u
ACIIEBBIX CUTAPET, I/ICXOIIHH.[I/IIjl OT XYJIMI'aHOB. HBOG APYIruX rHyCHO 3aXHUXUKaJIH.

Agnekc MsTKO oTcTpanui besuty, 3aaBuras ee 3a cBolo criuHy. Ero aBrskeHust ObUTH TUTAaBHBIMU,
MOYTH JIEHUBBIMU.

— Y0wupaiitech, — cKazaj OH THXO, HO €ro rojioc Mpo3BydYal B TUIIMHE, KaK yAap KHyTa. —
[Toka s He pazozmmics.

— Ofi, Kakue MbI cMeJible! — 3apikall IJIMHHOBOJIOCHIN, TIOAXOMs OJvke. — A Thl He B Kypce,
YTO 3a MPOXOJ M0 3TOH ynuue Hajto miatuth? Hy-Kka, BbIBOpaurBaii KapMaHbl, a MOAPYKKY OCTaBb
B 3QJIOT.

OH npoTsIHYN pPyKy, 4TOOBI Tpy0O cXBaTUTh bety 3a riedo, HO He ycred.

To, yro mpou3onwio aanbiie, bemia He cMoria Obl onvcaTh cioBaMu. BpeMst OyaTo 3ameim-
JI0Ch. AJIEKC clieiall e/1Ba yIOBUMOE JIBUKEHHE, Y XYJIUTaH ¢ BOIUIEM OTJIeTesl Ha3all, BIeYaTaBIIUCh
B KUpmuuHyo cteHy. OT ymapa co CTeHBI Mochnaiach MTYKaTypKa, U TMapeHb Oe33BYYHO CITON3 Ha
3eMuTi0. JIBoe Ipyrux Ha MrHOBEHHE OIIIEIOMJIEHHO 3aCThUIH, & 3aTEM C peBOM OPOCHITHCH Ha AJIeKca.

Anexc aBuraiicsi. 9To ObIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO, HO OH JIBUTaJIcsl ObICTpee, YeM MOT YeJIOBEUEeCKUil
r1a3. OH ObUT CMa3aHHBIM ISITHOM, TEHbIO, Tpu3pakoM. OIUH yaap — BTOPOH XyJIUTaH, COTHYBIIHCH
TIOTI0JIaM, OTITPABHUJICS B MOJIET M PyXHYJI B TPy/y MYCOPHBIX 0akoB. TpeTuil momsiTasncs 3aMaxHy ThCs
HOXOM, HO AJIEKC CXBaTWJI €0 3a 3allSICThe C TaKOHM CHIIoN, uTo besa yenbimana xpycer kocreil. Hox
CO 3BOHOM ymaJ Ha acayibT. AJIeKC HAKJIOHWICSA K CaMOMY JIMIly HalaJaBIlero, 1 B TEMHOTE €ro
r1a3a... BCIIBIXHYJIHN.

Benna 3amepna, nmpuxkas J1aIoHb KO PTY, NIOJABJIAA PBYIIMICA KPUK. B nomympake nepeyska
OHA OTYETIMBO YBHJEJA, KaK IIa3a AJIEKCa 3aropesuch SpKO-30J10ThIM, 3BEPUHBIM CBETOM. DTO HE
ObUTI0 Urpolt BooOpakeHusi. OHU CBETUIIUCH, KaK JIBA PACKAJICHHBIX YIS

— 41 xe nmpeaynpexal, — Mpopbluall OH I'0JIOCOM, B KOTOPOM HE OCTaJIOCh HUYETO YeJsioBe-
YecKoro. DTo ObUT PhIK TUKOTo 3Bepsi. — [IpoBanuBaii. U 3abepu cBomx apyxkoB. Eciu s Bac eme
pa3 yBUKY...
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OH He noropopwit. Ho XynuraH, ¢ y)xacoM IJIsIIs B €r0 CBETAIIMECS I71a3a, IOHSUT Bce 0e3 CIIOB.
Ckyns 1 ofiBbIBasi OT OOJIH, OH MOAXBATHII CBOMX MPHUSATENEH, U OHH, CIIOTHIKASICh, HCUYE3H B TEM-
HOTE.

Ilepeynok cHoBa morpy3uics B TUIIMHY. TOJBKO TspKenoe JpixaHue besuiel Hapymano ee.
AJIeKC CTOSIT K Hel CIIHOM, ¥ OHa BHJIEJIa, KaK HalpsDKeHbI ero rieur. OH MeIEHHO, TTTyOOKO BHIOX-

HYJI, BBIIOXHYJI, CJIOBHO IbITAsACh YCIIOKOUTBCA.

— C Bamu Bce B nopsake? — CIPOCUIT OH, He o0opaumBasich. Ero rosoc cHoBa crai npexHUM
— OapxaTHbIM, CIOKOMHBIM. CJIOBHO HUYETO HE MPOU3OILIO.

bBesna He Morna BeiMoIBUTS HU ciioBa. Ee Tpsicio. OHa nprxuMaach K XOJOIHOU CTeHe, TSIt
Ha €ro CUJIyaT.

Anekc noBepHyJics. Ero riaza cHoBa ObLTi OOBIYHBIMH, 3€JIEHOBATO-CepbIMU. MOXeT, el ToKa-
3a510ch? MoXkeT, TPOCTO OTPa3UIICS CBET OT J1aJIeKOro OKHa?

— Yrt0 370... 6BIJIO? — TIpOLIENTaTa OHA NepecoXIMMU Tydamu. — Kak BbI 3T0 crenanu?

— 4 XKe FOBOpI/UI, y MCHA €CThb CBOU CereT])I, — OH I1oAo0I1IIe]I K Hefl BHHOTHyIO, n Tenepb €ro
1a3a ObUIM B TeHU. — [ JITaBHOE, YTO BBl B O€30IACHOCTH.

— Ho BBL... BbI ObUIA TaKUM OBICTPBIM. DTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— bBemia, — OH B3s1I ee 3a TUIeYH, M OT €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUS TI0 ee Tely CHOBa mpobexkana
JPOKb, HO TeTleph CMEIaHHAsI CO CTpaxoM. — B 3TOM ropoae MHOTO CcTpaHHbBIX Bemei. 1 MHOTO
CTpaHHBIX JIIofIell. BaM He CTOUT XOAUTH M0 TAKWM Mepey/IKaM B OMMHOUYKY. Ho co MHO#, — OH HakJIO-
HUWJICSA K Hel Tak OJIM3KO, YTO OHA IOYYBCTBOBAJIA €T0 JIbIXaHKWe Ha CBOMX I'ydax. OHO OBLIO XOJIOAHBIM
1 naxJjio MaTtoil. — Co MHOU BaM HUYEro He YrPpOoXKaeT.

Omna cMoTperna B ero rj1a3a, uina TaM oobsicHeHus1. Ho B Hux Obuta juib Oe3maHa. MaHsimas,
TeMHas1, mmyraomias 6e3nHa. OH cnac ee. OH ObuT repoeM. Ho oH aBUrasics, Kak Mmopoxk/JeHre HOUHM.
U ero raza... 3TH 30JI0THIE TJIA3A...

AJexc CJIOBHO IMPpOYUTAI €€ MBICJIH.

— ¢ 3aHMMAaJICs BOCTOUHBIMU €IMHOOOPCTBAMH, — CKa3aJl OH, MPeyrajpiBasi ee BOIpoc. —
Honrue romsl TpeHUPOBOK. MHOTAA pediekchl JeiCTBYIOT ObIcTpee pasyma.

— A miaza? — npoluenrana oHa. — 1 Bujena Baiy riasa!
OH 3amosnyail, ¥ B NepeyJike CTajo Myraiolie THXO.
— Bawm nokazasnocsk, besta. Irpa ceera. 9To Bce NMepekUThINA CTpecc.

On Bpait. OHa 3Haua, 4TO OH Bpasl. Ho uTo-TO BHYTpHU Hee, Ta camas 4acTU4Ka, YTO U3HbIBAJIA
OT CKYYHOM, CEepOM KM3HH, 3aCTAaBIJIA €€ 3aTKHYThCS U MPUHSATH ITY JIOKb. ITa JIOKb OblIa JBEPHIO B
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MUD, TIOJTHBIN TallH U CMEPTEIbHOM KPacoThl, O KOTOPOM OHA Bcerja BraiiHe Meutania. M Anekc ObLt
KJIIOUOM K 3TOM ABepu. OnacHbIM, MyTraiouM, HO 0€3yMHO MaHSIIHM.

OH B3s111 ee 1ofg pyKy.
— Tloiipemre. S mpoBoOXy Bac 10 JoMa.

Ona nossormia. OHM UM B THINMHE, U Besuta Bce ele 4yBCTBOBasIa APOXKb BO BCEM Telle.
Ona cmotperna Ha ero OjeiHbIN MPOIITh, HA UICATbHBIC YePThI, U TIOHUMAJIA, YTO YKe HE CMOXKET
OTKa3aThbcs OT 3ToM Oym3ocTu. OHa monasa moj ero yapsl. [1o ero cMepTesibHbIN IapM.

VY ee mombe3aa OH CHOBA TOIEJIOBAN €l PyKY, HO Ha STOT pa3 3a7epkKasl ryObl Ha KOXKe IyTh
noseiie. OHA OYYBCTBOBAJIA €TI0 XOJIO, HO OH Oosbilie He Tyrai ee. OH BO30ykKaall.

— 3aBTpa? — CIpPOCUII OH.
U bemta, HeCMOTps HY HA YTO, KUBHYJIA.

Korna nBepb nopbesaa 3akpbliack 3a Hel, AJIEKC OCTaJICS CTOSITh HA YJIMLE, IVl HA TEMHbIE
OKHa ee KBapTUphl. Ero JUII0 B STOT MOMEHT OBUIO 33 JyMUYHMBBIM U TiedaibHbIM. OH 3HAJ, YTO MOCTY-
MAeT SrOUCTUYHO. 3HAJI, YTO BTSTUMBAET €€ B MUP, KOTOPHI MOXET YHUUTOXKUTH ee. Ho oH He mor
yiuti. OH CIUIIKOM J101r0 ObUT OfivH. W B 3TOM KMBOM, TEIJION, UCITyTAHHOM JICBYIIIKE OH YBHIEI TO,
Yero He BUJE B JIOASX YK€ MHOTO, MHOTO JIET.

On YBUIEIT CBET. A TpMa BCEraa TAHETCA K CBCTY.

OH mucye3 B HOUM Tak ke OECITyMHO, KaK U MOsIBWICS. JIWIIb XONMOAHBIN BETEep MPOHECCs IO
IIyCTOW YJIMILE, HATIOMUHAS O €r0 NMPUCYTCTBUU.

Benna Borwia B KBapTHpY, 3aKpbljia 32 COOOH ABEPb U MPHUCIOHUIIACH K HEW CIIMHOM, YyBCTBYH,
Kak KoJOTHUTCs cepaue. B ronose Oblia nonHas kama. OHa MeUIEHHO CHOJI3/A 10 ABEPU Ha IO,
00XBaTHB KOJICHH pyKaMu. B TeMHOTe Mpuxoskeii ObLTO TUXO, TOJIBKO CIIBIIIATIOCH € COMBYMBOE JIbIXA-
Hue. OHa 3aKpblIa IVIa3a, U Nepejl BHYTPEHHUM B30POM CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIM 30JI0THIE I71a3a AJIeKca.
970 OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO SPKOE BOCIIOMUHAHUE, YTO I10 TeJTy IpoOexkaa JpOKb.

Omna npITanack yoeauTb ceOsi, 4To 3TO Oblia Urpa ceera. Yto B mepeyske OblJIo TEMHO, YTO
(boHapb MHTHYJI, YTO OT CTpaxa y Hee MPOCTO MOMYTWIOCH B I1azax. Ho rmiyOokasi, MHTyUTHBHASI
YacTh €€ CYIIeCTBA OTKa3bIBAJIACh BEPUTh B ITU pallMOHaJbHbie 00bsicHeHus. OHa Bunena. Bunena
COOCTBEHHBIMU IJIa3aMU. DTH 30JI0THIE BCIIBIIIKN OBLIN PE€aIbHBIMHU, KaK U CBEPXUYCTIOBEYECKAsA CKO-
POCTB, C KOTOPOH AJIEKC paszienajicsi ¢ TpeMsl 3J0POBBIMH MY KHUKaMH.

Kto oH Takoi? DToT BOnmpoc KpyTUICS B €e rojloBe, Kak 3ae3:KeHHas IIacTuHKa. bena Bcerga
cuuTasa ce0s 3IpaBOMBICIANIMM YeoBekoM. OHa He Bepuiia B CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE, B BAMITUPOB,
000pOTHEl 1 ITPouyio MUCTUKY. HO To, 4TO OHa BHJIesia CeroHsl, He YKJIaIbIBaJIOCh HU B KAKUE PaMKU
OOBIYHOM JIOTUKHU.

OHa Bcrana, cTsiHy/1a ¢ cedsl KypTKY | MpolUIa B KOMHATy. BKimounna Topiuep, 3axria apo-
MAaTHYECKyIO CBedy C 3allaXOM BaHWJIM — 3TO BCErzia MoMoraio ei ycrnokoutbesi. Cesla Ha KpoBaTh,
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TOJI)KaB HOTH, ¥ YCTaBUJIaCh B OIHY TOUKY Ha cTeHe. Eii Hy)KHO ObUIO pa300paThCsi B CBOMX YyBCTBAX,
HO OHM OBbUIH CJTUIIIKOM 3aITyTaHBbl.

C ofHO¥i CTOPOHBI, i1 ObLTO cTpaIHO. TOT NepBOOBITHBIN yKac, KOTOPHIM OHA UCTIBITAJIA B IIepe-
yJIKe, BCE elle JKIJI TIe-TO TIyOOKO B rpyau. Ho ¢ Apyroil CTOpOHSL... C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, OHA 1yB-
CTBOBaJIa CTPaHHOE BO30YyKeHHe. AJJpeHaH, CMEIIaHHbIN C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM, CO3aBaJl TPEMYUYI0
CMech, OT KOTOPOM Kpyxuiiachk rojoBa. OHa HUKOI/Ia He ObUIa B TakOU cutyaruu. Hukorga He crai-
KHMBAJIach C OMACHOCTBIO JIMIIOM K JiuIly. M yk Tem Oosiee HUKOTI/Ia He BUesa, YTOObI KTO-TO 3aIlUIIAT
€€ C TaKOW CMEPTOHOCHOM rpalyen.

Anexc. Ero ums 3Bydasno y Hee B ToJIoBe, Kak 9X0 JaJIeKOro Kosokosa. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA €T0
JIMIIO, €ro OJIeJHYI0 KOXKY, €ro XoJOoIHbIe pyKU. BcrioMHmMIa, Kak OH CMOTpeN Ha Hee, Kak MpUuKacascs
K Hell. B 3ToM ObLIO UTO-TO HEUeNIOBEUECKOe, HO B TO JK€ BpeMsi HEBEPOSITHO MpuTsirareabHoe. OHa He
MorJa OOBSICHUTB ITOTO Aaxe caMou cede. BO3MOKHO, IMEHHO ero HeIOX0KeCTh Ha BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX
1 nipuBiekasa ee. OH ObLT 3araJIkoi, KOTOPYIO e XOTeJI0Ch pa3rajatb. OmacHOM 3araJikoi.

Benna npocunena tak nmout 4ac, norpyxeHHasi B cBou Meiciu. I[lotoMm, HakoHell, 3acTaBuia
ce0s1 BCTaTh M MOWTH B BaHHYIO. Teriasi Boa MoMoriia CMbITh HanpsikeHre. OHa I07ro CTosijia Moj
AyIlIEeM, 4yBCTBYS, KaK CTPYHY BOJbI CTEKAIOT I10 Ty, CMbIBAsI CTPAX U OCTABJISASI TOJIBKO JIETKOE OCJIe-
BKycHe TaiiHbl. [loToM Haziena MArkylo nuxamy, Jierjia B KpoBaTb M YCTaBUJIACh B MTOTOJIOK.

Con He men. OHa Bopovasack ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, HO Iepe]] IJla3aMi CHOBA M CHOBA BCILIBIBAJIO
muno Anekca. OHa BCoOMUHAJIA MX pasroBop B KodeiiHe. Ero yneiOKy, ero roynoc, ero MaHepy cMoT-
peTh Ha Hee Tak, OyaTo OHa OblTa eMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIoBeKOM B Mupe. OH Obu1 uneaneH. Ciuimkom
uaeaneH. M sto myraio.

['me-To moce moayHO4YM OHA, HAKOHEI], MPOBAIMIIACH B OECTIOKOWHBIN COH, TIOHBIN CTPAHHBIX
o0pa3oB. Eii cHUIMCh TeMHBIE MEpeysIKH, 30JI0ThIe I71a3a U XOJIOIHBIe IyObl Ha ee Koxke. DTO ObuI
OTHOBPEMEHHO KOIIIMap M YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHO MpHTsAraTesbHoe. [IpocHynack oHa yTpoM pa3zouras,
HO C TBEPbIM OIIYIIEHUEM, UYTO B €€ KU3HU HAYAJIOCh YTO-TO HOBOE. UTO-TO, UTO YK€ HEBO3MOKHO
OCTAHOBUTH.

AJiekc B 9T0O BpeMs CTOsUT Ha KPBbIIIe CTaporo JoMa, CMOTpe Ha HOYHOM ropog. Berep tpenan
ero BOJIOCHI, HO OH He 4yBCTBOBaJ xonoa. OH He YyBCTBOBAJI €0 Y€ O4eHb, O4eHb JaBHO. ['opon
JIeXaJ epeji HUM, Kak OrpOMHasi CBETSIIAsICs KapTa, MOoMHask )KU3HHM, Ityma U cyeTsl. Ho ams Anekca
3TO ObLT UyXOi MUpP. MuUp, B KOTOPOM OH ObLI JIUIIIb TEHBIO.

On gyman o Bemte. O6 3ToO¥ CTpaHHOM, KUBOM JIEBYIIIKE C KAIITAHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMH U TJ1a3aMH,
TIOJIHBIMM TOM CaMOM HaJesk/bl, KOTOPYIO OH CaM TOTEepsiJT MHOTO BEKOB Ha3aja. OHa Obula Tak He
MOXOKa Ha BCEX, KOTO OH BCTpeYas 3a MociefHue AecsATuaeTs. B Hell OblIo 4TO-TO HacTosinee,
4T0-TO HemoaaenbHoe. OHa He Oosiiack ero. BepHee, 0osinach, HO STOT CTpax He OTTAJIKMBAI €e, a,
Ha00OpOT, MPUTITHBAJL.

OH noHMMaJ1, 4To coBepiaeT ommnoOKy. OrpoMHyI0, HEITPOCTUTENBHYIO OIKMOKY. EMy Henb3s
ObUT0 TpUOIMKaThes K Hell. Henmb3s ObUTO MO3BONATH ceOe 3TU PasrOBOPbI, STU B3MJISAIbI, STH MPH-
kocHoBeHMs1. Ero mup Obu1 crmikom onaceH. OH Obu1 onaceH. Ho oH He Mor ocTaHOBUTbHCS. BriepBbie
3a JI0JIrO€ BPEMs OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO KUBET.
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OH BCMOMHIJI CBOIO NPEXKHIOI XKU3Hb. BepHee, To, 4TO OT Hee ocTanock. Pa3mbITeie 00pasbl,
OOpBIBKM BOCIIOMMHAHUI, KOTOpbIE yKe IOUYTH CTEPIUCh U3 ero maMaTu. OH MOMHMUJ, YTO KOTJa-TO
ObU1 yesToBeKoM. UTo y Hero ObLIa ceMbsl, 1py3bsi, MeuThl. Ho Bee 3To ocTanoch B 1ajleKOM MPOIILIOM,
MIOKPBITOM TEeTJIOM BeKOB. Terepb oH ObUT IpyruM. OH ObUT OXOTHUKOM. XUIITHUKOM. CyIecTBOM,
KOTOPO€ MUTAJIOCh KU3HEHHOM CUJION JPYTHX.

Anekc crucHyn 3yObl. EMy He HpaBWiock aymars o0 3ToM. He HpaBWIOCH BCIOMUHATH, BO
4TO OH npeBpatuiics. Ho mpaBaa Obuia skecTOKOW M Hem30eKHOH, Kak cama cMepTh. OH ObLT BaMIIH-
poMm. Ve Oosee TPeXcoT JIeT OH CYLIECTBOBAI B STOM MUPE, CKPbIBAsICh B TEHSIX, MUTASICh KPOBBIO
HaOo1as 3a TeM, Kak CMEHSIIOTCSI TTOKOJIEHU S, STIOXH, TUBIIM3ALIUH.

U Bot Teneps B ero xku3HU nosiBuiiack besta. OObIYHAs cTyneHTKa, paboTaomias B 3aXy1alon
kodeiine. [leByika, KOTOpast HIOHATHS HE MMeJla O TOM, KaK¥ie MOHCTPbI OPOJISAT MO HOYHBIM YJIULIAM
3TOro ropoja. JleByiika, Kotopasi ObljIa CJMIIIKOM YMCTOW M HEBUHHOW ISl TOTO MUPA, B KOTOPOM
OH CyLIEeCTBOBAJL.

OH 3HaJ1, 4TO IOMKEH OCTABHTH €€ B MOKoe. JI0JKeH NCUe3HYTh U3 €€ )KU3HM TaK jKe BHE3aIHO,
Kak nosiBuics. Ho omHa MbICib 00 9TOM MPUYMHSLIA eMy ToUTH hu3udeckyo 00sb. OH He MOT TIPOCTO
yiti. He MOr BbIUEpKHYTh €€ U3 CBOMX MBICJIEH, U3 CBOETO Ccep/lla — €CJi, KOHEYHO, Y Hero elle
OCTaJIOCh CepAlle.

OH BCIOMHIJI, KaK OHa CMOTpeJia Ha Hero B mepeyike. B ee miazax Obl1 cTpax, HO HE TOT
CTpax, KOTOPBIi OH MPHUBBIK BUIETH Y JIOJEH, KOTJIa OHU MOHUMAIOT, KTO OH Takor. DTO ObLT CTpax
riepe/; HEW3BECTHBIM, CMEIIAHHBIH C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM H... BocxullieHreM? Jla, IMEHHO BOCXHILICHUE OH
yBuzien B ee B3rsiae. OHa cMOTpesia Ha Hero Kak Ha reposi. Kak Ha cnacurens. M 3To ObUIO MbsiHAIIEE
YYBCTBO.

AJleKc TpSIXHYJ TOJIOBOM, OTrOHsISl HaBaxaeHue. EMy Henb3st Obuto gymars 00 3tom. Henb3ss
ObLIO TIO3BOJIATH ceOe MPUBS3BIBATHCS K Hel. Ho OH yXe 3Haul, 4TO CIMIIKOM MO3/HO. YUTO OH yke
BTSIHYT B 3Ty UCTOPHIO 110 CaMble YIIIU.

OH cHoBa nocmotpen Ha ropof. ['me-1o TaM, B OQHOM M3 MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIX KBapTHp, CHaja
Benna. OHa Buzena CHul, OJHbBIE 30JI0THIX I71a3 M XOJMOAHBIX I'y0. W oH 3Han 3t0. YyBcTBOBal. Mx
CBA3b Yy:Ke ObUIa YCTAHOBJIEHA, JAKe €CJIM OHA cama ellle He OCO3HaBaJIa 3TOro.

OH pasBepHyJics U ucue3 B Houu. EMy Hy:KHO ObLJIO 0 MHOTOM ntogyMats. O TOM, Kak 3aIllUTUTD
ee ot ceOst camoro. M ot Tex, KTo MOT IPUITH 32 HUM.

[Mpono Tpu nHA. Besta cHOBa cTosiia 3a CTOMKON KOEHHH, HO €€ MBICTH ObUI JaJIeKO.
OHa NoCTOSIHHO MOMJISAIBIBANIA Ha JIBEPb, HAZIESACh YBUIETh 3HAKOMBIN crityaT. Ho Asekc He npuxo-
awit. [Tocrte Toi HOUM B MepeyJsIKe OH CJIOBHO Ucriapwiics. Hu 3BoOHKa, HU COOOICHN S, HA CITyYaliHOW
BcTpeuu. besia HauMHajla COMHEBAThCsI, He TPUCHWIIOCH JIU € BCe ITO.

OHnHa CHOBa 1 CHOBA IIPOKPYYMBAJIa B TOJIOBE UX Pa3roBOpsl. BcromMuHama ero Jimiio, ero roJoc,
ero MpUKOCHOBeHHUSI. VI ¢ KaXkIbIM JTHEM COMHEeHU sl pocii. MoxkeT, OH rpocto ucnyraics? Mcmyrascs
TOrO, 4TO OHa Bujesna? M, MoxeT, OH BOOOITe He COOMpAJICS MPOAOIKATh 3HAKOMCTBO? MoXer,
ISl HETO 9TO ObLIA BCETO JIMIIIb Urpa?
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DTU MBICTH TPUUUHSM 00k, Berna 3nuack Ha ceOsl 3a TO, YTO TIO3BOJIMIIA ceOe Tak OBICTPO
npuBsizatbes. OHA Belb 3HAJA, YTO TaKWe MapHH, Kak AJIeKC, He oOpaIaloT BHUMAaHUs Ha TaKUX,
KaK OHa. O6])I‘IHLIX, CKyLIHbIX, HHUYCM HE HpI/IMe‘IaTCHbHI)IX CTYHCHTOK. HO B TO XKC€ BpeMH OHa I1IOM-
Huia ero B3risa. OH cMOTpeIT Ha Hee Tak, OyATO OHa OblTa 4eM-TO IIeHHbIM. YeM-TO, UTO OH OOsLICS
TOTEPATH.

B onuH u3 BeuepoB, KOrjga cMeHa MOAXOQuiIa K KOHILY, OHa yXke IMOYTH CMUPUIIACh C MBICTIBIO,
Y10 OOJIbIlIe HUKOTAA ero He yBuauT. OHa mepeojenach, BHIIUIA Ha YUY W BIOXHYJIA TPOXJIAAHBII
BeUepHUI BO31yX. Jl0k/Ib CHOBA MOPOCHJI, YKYThIBasi FOPOJL B cepylo nesieny. bea nogHsia Bopot-
HUK KYPTKHU H yXke coOrpasiach MITH IOMOM, KaK BIPYT 3aMETHUIIA €ro.

AJiekc CTosT Ha IPOTUBOIIONIOKHOM CTOPOHE Y/UIIBI, IPUCIOHUBIIUCE K (pOHApHOMY CTOJIOY.
OH He 1BUTasICcs, MPOCTO cMOTpe Ha Hee. Ha ero smiie ObU10 CTpaHHOE BBIPAKEHHE — CMECh TOCKH

1 permuMocTH. bena 3amepna Ha MecTe, YyBCTBYSI, Kak cepiile HaYMHAET KOJIOTUThCS ObICTpee.

OH nieperiien JOPOTY ¥ MOIOIIEN K Hell. B ero 1BrmkeHusx OblIa Ta ke IIaBHasl rpaiysi, 9To 1
panbiie. ToT ke MarHeTu3M, OT KOTOpOro y besibl nepexBarbiBajio IbIXaHUeE.

— IIpuser, — ckazain OH THXO.

— IlpuBer, — 0TO3BaNaCh OHA, CTAPASICh, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE JPOKAT.

— IIpocrtu, uyro He nosBisUIcA. bputu... nena.

— 4 nymaia, THI MCY€3 HaBCETAA.

OH nokayas rojioBoil, ¥ B €ro ria3ax 4ro-To MeJIbKHYIIO.

— 4 "e mor. — On nomoyai. — [lovigem nporynsiemcs?

Benna kuBHyna. OHY NOLUIM PAJOM, U OHA CHOBA [MOYYBCTBOBAJIA UCXOSILUI OT HETO XOJIOI.
Ho stot xomon 6ompiie He myran ee. Hao00poT, OH Ka3aJicsi eil pofHbIM, CIIOBHO MPOXJIaaHas BOAA
B KapKuH [IEHb.

OHnM ryJs7M 10 TOpofy, U AJIEKC paccKasbiBaj €il 0 )KUBOMUCH, O TI033UH, O My3blke. OH ToBO-
PUJI Tak, OyATO TPOXKUIT HECKOJIBKO JKHU3HEH, U B €r0 CJIOBaX ObLIO CTOJBKO MYAPOCTH U MEYaITd, YTO
Benna He Moryna He Bocxuiarecs. OHa 3a7aBajia BOIIPOCH, OH OTBEYAJl, HO YKJIOHUMBO, HE PACKpbI-
Basi Bcel mpasiabl. Ml OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO 3a €ro CJIOBAMHU CKPBIBAETCS Topasno OoJblie, YeM OH
TOBOPMT.

B oauH MOMEHT OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh ¥ IOCMOTpEIA eMy MPsIMO B I71a3a.

— AJIEKC, 4TO ThI CKPBIBAEIllb OT MEHs?

On 3amep. Ero 1o crano cepbe3HbIM, JakKe MpauHbIM.

— Mmuoroe, bemia. OueHr MHOTOE.

— Pacckaxu mHe.
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— He ceituac. — OH B3s1J1 ee 3a pPyKY, U €ro XOJIOJHbIE NAJIbLIbI CKaJu €€ J1aoHb. — [loka He
Bpems. Ho 51 oberato, uto Koraa-HuOy/Ib Thl y3Haelllb BCio mpaBay. [1pocTo... ToBepbCsi MHe.

Ona xoTena Bo3pa3uThb, HO YTO-TO B €r0 B3MJIsAE 3aCTaBUJIO €€ TPoMoTyaTh. B ero rasax 6su1o
CTOJIBKO O0H, uTo y Bentel cxanock cepatie. OHa KMBHYJIA, M OHU TIPOAOJIKUIU MTYTb.

Anexc Gosbllie He OTIycKall ee pyKy. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa €ro XoJIof, HO el Obuto Teruto. Terto
OT ero MPUCYTCTBUS, OT €r0 BHUMaHMsl, OT ero Onm3oct. OHa MoHMMalIa, 4To Biisnaiack. [lonnmanna,
YTO 3TOT MYXKUMHA CTaHET AJ1s1 Hee BceM. M nory6ut ee. Ho eit 6b110 Bce paBHO. OHa X0oTena Mot
3a HUM, KyJa Obl OH HU TIOBEJI.

On nposonui ee 1o aoma. Ha 31oT pas, npouiasck, oH He noueyoBai ei pyky. OH HOIHSI
JIaIOHb ¥ HEXKHO TIOITIanI ee 1o 1eke. Ero nprukocHoBeHue ObLIO JIeAsiHBIM, HO bestte mokazasocs,
YTO OHa TacT 1104 HUM, KaK BOCK.

— Jlo 3aBTpa? — CHpOCUJT OH.
— Jlo 3aBTpa, — OTBETWJIA OHA.

OH y1esn, pacTBOPUBIINCH B TEMHOTE, a beyuia ocranach cTosTh, NpukuMas JIaIoHb K TOMY
MecTYy, IJie TOJIbKO uTO ObliIa ero pyka. Ee 1meka Bce elie ropena oT ero IpuKOCHOBEHH S, XOTsI OHO U
Ob10 X0MoAHBIM. OHa BIIPYT MOHSIA, YTO OOJIbIIIE HE MOXKET IMPECTaBUTh CBOIO XKU3Hb Oe3 Hero. bes
3TOrO CTPAHHOTO, MYTaloIIEro, HEBEPOSITHOIO MYKYMHBI, KOTOPbI BOPBAJICA B €€ MUp, KaK yparaH.

Boiins B kBapTUpy, OHa MOJOIUIA K OKHY U JIOATO CMOTpesia Ha HouHo ropof. ['ne-to tam,
cpeny TUX OrHew, ObuT OH. M OHa 3HaJsia, 4TO Terepb MX CyabObl CBsA3aHbl. CBsSI3aHBI HEBUIUMOM
HUTBIO, KOTOPYIO YK€ HEBO3MOKHO Pa30pBarh.

Ona He 3HaJIa, YTO KJET ee Brepeau. He 3Hana, kakue TailHbl CKphIBaeT AJIEKC M KaKue orac-
HOCTH ToficTeperaioT ux obounx. Ho oHa Oblia rotoBa. BriepBbie B )KM3HM OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl 1MO-
HACTOSAIIEMY KUBOM. V1 9TO 4yBCTBO OBUIO OMbSHSIOIINM.

Benna ynpiGHynack camoii cede, OTBepHY/IaCh OT OKHA U TMOIIUIA CTIaTh. DTON HOYBIO €f CHUJICS
oH. CHWJIMCH €ro IJ1a3a, ero rojioc, ero XoJoaHbie ryosl. Y oHa MmoHsIa, 9YT0 X04eT, YTOObl STH CHBI
CTaJIA PeaibHOCThIO. Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOWIIO.

AJtexc B 3TO BpeMs1 CHOBa CTOsUT Ha Kpbiiiie. OH CMOTpeJT Ha OKHA ee KBapTHPhI U 4yBCTBOBAJI,
KaK BHYTPH HEro pa3ropaercsi YT0-TO, Yero OH HE UCTIBITBIBAIT YKe OUYeHb JTJABHO. DTO ObLIO XKeJlaHHuE.
JKenanvie ObITH psAoM ¢ Helt. 3anmiarh ee. Odeperars. JIlOOUTS.

OH 3HaJ, YTO TO OMACHO. 3HAJ, YTO €r0 MUP TOJIOH Yrpo3, 0 KOTOphIX besuia naxke He momo-
3peBaeT. 3Hall, YTO ero COOCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBOBAHME — MPOKJISITUE, KOTOPOE OH HE JOMKEH ObLT
HaBs3bIBaTh HUKOMY. Ho oH He mor yiiTu. He Mor ocraButh ee. OHa cTana ajisi Hero CBeTom B Oec-
KOHEYHOH ThMe, M OH JIePKaJICs 32 9TOT CBET, KAK YTOMAIOIIHIA 32 COTOMHUHKY.

OH BCITIOMHIJT, KaK OHA CITPOCHJIA er0: «YTo ThI CKphIBaellb OT MeHs ?» 1 OH He Harren B cede
cui1 coBpath. He Haten cuit mpuTBOpUTHCS, UTO Bee B mopsike. [loromy uto 310 OBUTO HE Tak. Bee
ObLIO 1ajeko He B nopsiyike. Ho oH He Mor pacckasarh el mpaBay. He cefiuac. BoaMoxkHO, HUKOT/IA.
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AJlekc 3aKpbly IJ1a3a ¥ TIIyOOKOo B310XHYI. EMy HYXHO ObLIO IpUHATH perieHue. JInbo oH ocTa-
HETCsI C Hell M BO3bMET Ha ceOsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a ee KU3Hb, JIMOO yI/IeT U OCTaBUT ee B rnokoe. Ho
OH yKe 3HaJ1, 4To BbiOepeT rnepBoe. OH He MOT OCTaBUTh ee. He Mor npecTaButh CBOIO )KU3HB O3 Hee.

BuezanHO OH mouyBcTBOBaN 4To-TO. Kakoe-to nBmkeHue B TeHsAX. OH pe3ko oOepHYINCS U
BCcMoTpeJics B TeMHOTY. Ha cocemnert Kphiitie MesbKHYIIa TeHb. OHa Oblia OBICTPOM, e/IBa YIIOBUMOM,
HO AJIEKC 3HaJI, YTO 3TO 3HAUMT. KTO-TO crean 3a HUM.

OH Hanpsarcst. MbIc/v JTUX0pagovHo 3aMeTamnch. Kto 3to mor Obith? OxoTHUKHK? [Ipyrue Bam-
nupel? U KTO-TO elie, KTO y3Hal o ero cymiectBoBaHuM? OH BIVIAJEICS B HOYb, HO TEHb yXke

ucyesna. ['opon cHOBa ObUT TUX U CHIOKOEH.

Ho Anekc 3HaJ1, 4TO 3TO HE MPOCTO CIYYANHOCTh. 32 HUM clienn. Y 3To 3Haum1o, 4To onac-
HOCTb prOsIKaeTcss. OnmacHOCTb He TOJIBKO ISl Hero, HO U Jyist Besutbl.

OH crucHyn Kynaku. OH He TO3BOJUT HUKOMY MPUYMHUTH e Bpeld. Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOMIIO.
OH OyzeT 3amuiaTh ee 10 nocieaHero. o nocneqHei Karim KpOBU — CBOEH WM YyKOU.

AJieKkc nocyIeIHiiA pa3 B3IJISHYJI HA OKHA ee KBapTUPBI, Pa3BEPHYJICS U PACTBOPHJICS B HOYH.
Emy Hy)HO ObUIO TOATOTOBUTHCS. HyKHO OBLIO y3HATh, KTO CJIEAWII 32 HUM UM 4TO eMy HYXHO. 1 oH
ObLI TOTOB Ha BCE, YTOOBI 3AIUTUTh TO SAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO UMEJIO JJIs1 HEro 3HauYeHuUe.

bemny.

[Mpocuysmmck yrpom, Besta uyBctBoBasia cedsi crpaHHo. Eii ObLIO JIETKO ¥ TPEBOKHO OJTHO-
BpeMeHHO. OHa He MOIJIa JIOKAAThCs Beuepa, Korga cHoBa yBuauT Asiekca. Ho B To ke Bpems B
IpyaM TIOCETUIOCh CMYTHOE OecrokoicTBO. OHa He MOIJIa OOBSICHUTD €ro, HO OHO OBUIO TaM, Kak
NPEeIIyBCTBUE YEro-TO MIOXOTO.

Omna oTOpocuiIa TU MBICIH U HaYasla cooupaThes Ha yueOy. [leHp mposneren ObicTpo. Jlekmuu,
Kak Bcer/a, ObUTM CKyYHBIMH, HO Besuia mouty He 3amedasna 31oro. Ee Mbiciiv ObUTH 3aHATHL AJIEKCOM.
Ona rajana, Kyzia oH rnoejieT ee ceropnsi. Uro pacckaxker. Kakue HOBbIe TaifHbI TPUOTKPOET.

K Beuepy oHa BepHyJach JOMOM, OBICTPO Tepeosenach U BBIIUIA HA YIHIly. AJIEKC KOal ee
y nogbe3na. YBujieB ero, bemia He cMorna caepxkarh ynsioky. OH ObUT OZIET BO BCE YEpHOE, U ero
OneiHast KOKa KOHTPACTUPOBAIA ¢ TEMHOW TKaHbio. OH OBUI TaK KpPacwB, YTO y Hee MepexBaTHIIO
JIbIXaHUE.

— IlpuBer, — cKazaJ oH, yIbI0asiCh YTOJIKaMH Iyo0.

— IlIpuser.

— CeromHs g X0y MoKa3arh Te0e Koe-4To OCOOCHHOE.

— Y10 umeHHO?

— VBuaumn.
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OH B34 ee 3a pyKy, M OHM nouui. Ha 3ToT pa3 Asiekc noBest ee He 10 3HAKOMbBIM YJIUIaM, a
Ky/1a-TO B CTOPOHY CTaporo Kjiaaowuiia. besa mouyBcTBOBaa JISTKUI YKOJ CTpaxa, HO JIIOOOBITCTBO
nepecuio. OHa 10BepUiIach eMy M TO3BOJIIIIA BECTH ceOs.

OnHu npoluTM Yepe3 YyryHHble BOPOTA U OKa3aJMCh Cpelu cTapbix Morui. Knaaouiie Obuto
3a0pOILIEHHBIM, 3aPOCIIMM IUTIONIOM U AUKUMH PO3aMHU. B TeMHOTE OHO BBIIJISIJIENO KYTKO, HO B TO
e BpeMs CTPAaHHO KpacHuBO. AJIEKC yBEPEHHO L1e Briepes, U bena cienosana 3a HUM, 4yBCTBYH,

KakK KOJIOTUTCA cCepaue.

HaKOHeL[, OHHM OCTaAHOBHJIUCH IIEPEA CTAPBIM CKJICTIOM. Anexc MOBEPHYJICA K HCI';I, M B €I'0 I'J1a3ax
CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIM 30JIOTUCTBIC UCKPBI.

— Xouellb y3HaTh MpaB/ly? — CIIPOCUJI OH THXO.

Benna 3amepra. Ee cepatie 3a0miocs erne ObicTpee. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO cevac MPOU30MIeT
YTO-TO BakHOE. YTO-TO, UTO HaBCEraa U3MEHUT €€ KU3Hb.

— Jla, — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA.
AJIeKC KMBHYJ U OTKpPbUI JBEpb cKiierna. M3 TeMHOThI MaxHYyJO ChIPOCThIO U BpeMeHeM. OH
BOIIIeJT IEPBBIM U MPOTSIHYJI €l pyKy. besia Ha MrHOBeHUe 3aMelKanach, HO MOTOM BJIOXHKJIA CBOIO

JIaJJOHb B €0 XOJIOAHYIO PYKY U IIarHysa BOepel.

JIBepb 32 HUMM 3aKpbUIACh, U OHU OKA3AJIUCh B MOJTHOM TeMHoTe. besiia cibliiiana ToIbKO CBOe
JIbIXaHWE U TUXUM, POBHBIN TOJIOC AJleKca:

— JMo6po noxanoBars B Mol Mup, bemna. Mup, U3 KOTOPOro HeT MyTH Ha3ajl.
W ona nousisia, 4To MyTH Ha3a/1 AEUCTBUTEIBHO HET. UTO OHa yiKe CTYyIuIa Ha 3Ty AOPOry U He

CMOXeT CBepHYTb. UTO ee JKU3Hb yXke HUKOT/Ia He OyJIeT MmpekHel, HO eii ObUIo He cTpariHo. [Totomy
4TO psA7OM ObLT OH. AJtekc. E€ cMepTeibHbIi TapM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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