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FOnbIii 1 n36anoBanublii puHI MiMnepun Kpuctran HUKOraa He 3a1yMbIBajICs

0 TOM, KaK YCTPOEH MHp 3a CTeHaMu pofaHoro 3amka. Ho koraa va Mmmnepuio
Haneuraetcst Opaa BapBapoB, a JIsl CIaCeHUsT KOPOJIEBCTBA TpeOyeTcsl TalHO
JOCTaBUTH MocyiaHue B 3eMiu [ opabix Kitanos, npoBogaukom Kpucrtrana
CTaHOBUTCS Mpajumnpa — OeccTpariHas TéMHas MbMUIKa, TPOKHUBIIIAS TIOUTH
TpU ThICSIUU JieT. BMecTe OHUM nepecekaloT CMEPTOHOCHYIO MYCTBIHIO, CPaXaloTcsl

C YyJOBUIIIAMU U ayxamu. B 3Tux ucnbitanusax ¢ Kpuca cnamaer Han€ET criecu, oH
MO3HAET JKECTOKYIO MTPaBIy O MUPe U UCTOpUU coOCTBeHHOM VMmiepuu, B3pocieeT
Y TIpeBpalaeTcs B BoMHa. Mexk a1y HUM U M3Iupoi BCIIBIXMBAET CTPACTh, HO MX
paszessieT IMpoIacTh: OH — CMEPTHBIN OyAYIIUI KOPOJb, OHA — OECCMepPTHBIN
31k, 111 KOTOPOTO YeoBeUecKast JKU3Hb JIUIIh MUT.KprucTraH mpruBOAUT apMUIO
KnanoB B pematornyo 6utBy ¢ Opaoi 1 JTMJHO youBaeT e€ BOXK/sA, CTAHOBSCh
repoeM BoiHbL. OIHaKO Modea MPUHOCUT €My BOBCE HE CBOOOY.
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I0/msa CepOuna
IlyTh KOpoOJIsI

I'masa 1. IIocoabcTBO

— MHrepecHo, CKOJIBKO eIlé uX kaarh? — muaammid npuHl Mmnepun Kpucrtuan o pesu B
71a3aX BIJISIIBIBAJICS B IOPOT'Y, BBIOETAIOIIYIO U3 TYCTOTO Jieca K CEBEPY OT CTOJIHIIBI.

— He nymaro, 4T0 OHM MOSBATCSA PAHBIIIE, YEM COJHLIE CSAAET, — HAYAJIbHUK JIBOPLIOBOU CTPaXU
3€BHYJL

— 970 noyemy? — NPUHI] OTKPOBEHHO U3YMIISJICS TOMY, UTO KTO-TO MOKET KUTb [10 OTVIMYHOMY
OT UMIIEPCKOTO PacroOpSIIKY.

— Ila notomy uto oHu TémHble, — [Uae0H ycTan 0ObACHATH MPUHILY JIEMEHTAPHBIE BEIIU. DTO
€My JOJDKHBI ObUIM BJIOXKHTH B TOJIOBY MHOTOUMCIICHHBIC YUUTEJIsl, CUUTAIOIINECS YUEHBIMU, a YK
HUKaK He OH. Y HauvaJbHUKA JBOPIIOBOW CTPaXXM XBaTajio cBoMX 3a00T. Ho ero ornpasunu cioza ¢
MIPUHIIEM, YTOOBI /1aTh TOCTEH M JaTh BOBPEMsI CUTHAT 00 X NosiBieHnd. Ha 310 ecTh 1 0ObIYHBIC
n030pHbIe. ['MIeOH ObLT HEJIOBOJICH MPUKA30M MTPABUTENIS, HO YCUJICHHO JIeJIaJl BUJI, UTO €MY XOTS Obl
6e3pazmmuHo. HacraBarkom KpricTrana oH ObUI € TEX TIOp, KaK TOT MOKa3aJl TAJIAHT K 0010 Ha Mevax.
Ho muaammii mpunI ObU1, HA B3IJIs1T BOMHA, Kalpu3HbIM. [1J1s1 My KuuHbI Aaxe cauinkoM. HemHorue
3HaKOMbIe [ MIeOHy GaphIllIHA MOTJIH €ro TeperunionyTh. Ero BenmdectBo DnBapi cuntat, 4to ChIHY
HYKHO MY’KCKO€ BHsiHME. OIHAKO OH k€ BCYECKU 3TO BIIMSIHUE OTPaHUUMBAJI, HE TI03BOJISISI HUKOMY
CJIVIIIIKOM YK TOy4aTh WM, TeM OoJiee, TPOyurBaTh MPHUHIIA.

— W uto, uro TéMHbIe? OHU K€ He BAMIIMPHI, HA COJHIIE He Cropsit, — Kprctran npenedpe:xu-
TEJIHO (PBIPKHYII.

— He cropsar, HO KoXka y HUX BCE k€ UyBCTBUTEJIbHA K COJTHEUHBIM Jy4aM, — [ MaeoH tepsn
TeprieHue. — Thl YTO, BCe ypOKU MpOryJisii?

[IpuHI caenan BUI, YTO HE 3aMETHJT pa3pakeHUs B IOJIOCEe HACTaBHMKA. HayallbHUK cTpaku
ObUT JTyuinuM MedHuKoM Wmmepuun. OH oOyumn Kpuca naxe teM npuémam, KOTOpble HE BXOIAT B
CTAHJIAPTHYIO TIOATOTOBKY. DTHU MPUEMBI POXKIEHBI B MyKax OOEBOTO OIbITA, & HE HA TPEHUPOBOY-
HBIX TUIONIAJKaxX. A yK OIbITa HACTABHHUKY ObUIO He 3aHUMATh... C OTHON CTOPOHBI, IPUHIT YBaXKa
I'mpeona, HO ¢ gpyrow... Yk O4eHb TOT NPUIUPAICA: HE pa3pelia]l HA OJHOM JIMIIHENA MUHYTHI
otapixa. M OH MOUTH HUKOT/Ia He XBAJIWJI, PE/IKO ObLT IOBOJIEH pe3y/IbTaTaMH TPEHUPOBOK, 3aCTaBIISUT
oTpabaThiBaTh NMPUEMBI CHOBA M CHOBA. [laxke korja yxe ObUT ofaH curHai Kk odeny. He pasperman
CJIMIIKOM JI0JITO HAXOJUTBCS B CTOJIOBOM, PAHO MOJHUMAJ 1711 pa3MUHKH, HE TIO3BOJISI €€ IPOMyC-
KaTb JaXe B HENOTOMy ...

— Her, e Bce. 5 Obi1 Oonbinie, yeM Ha mosnioBuHe. [a mouru Ha Bcex, Toyno! ITpocto mpo
TEMHBIX IOMHIO OY€Hb CMYTHO. BOT 1 BCE.

— CmyTHO? — BOMH 3aKatui ras3a. — Kpuc, ga onu ocHoBa Hanierd uctopur! C HUIMM CBSI3aHO
TMOSIBJIEHUE BCEro Halero mupa! 1o xe. ..

— CMmotpu! D10 OHM? — IPUHIT BO30YKJEHHO BIVISABIBAJICS B CJIMIIKOM I'yCThIe TEHU Y Jieca.

— [a, nomkHO ObITh, OHU, — [ MAEOH B3MOXHY U TUXO N00aBU: — YUTO Xk, MOpa HAYMHATH UTPY
B JUTIOMATHIO.

HavanbHUK JBOPIIOBOW CTpaXu OBICTPO CITYCTHIICSI CO CTOPOXKEBOW OAIllHM U OTHPABHJICS
noknansiBath Ero BennyecTBy 0 MosiBJIeHUM MOCIOB TEMHBIX 1b(oB. [lo uX nMpuOBITUS B CTONHUILY
Nmniepun octaBaaoch MEHbIIIE yaca.

Kpucruan ¢ Boctoprom oxuaan npuObITUsI MOCONbCTBA TEMHBIX. YpOKU ucTOpuM BeuHbix
3eMelb OH He TO, YTOOBI MPOITycKa. .. [IpocTo cuntan ux CKy4HbIMU U HEHYKHBIMU 11 HACTOSIIIEN
#n3HU. CKa3KM ke, KOTOPhIE PACCKA3bIBAIM €My HSHBKHM B JETCTBE, B MAMSATH OCTAJIUCh TOPa3JIo
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oonee sipkumu. [Tycts u 06pocn OOMBIION Kydell MOoIpoOHOCTEH, MPUIYMAaHHBIX CAMAMH UMIIEp-
[[AMU JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI MyraTh AeTHinek. B cka3zkax TéMHBbIE ObUTH KPOBOXKAIHBIMHU, KECTOKUMH,
XUTPBIMH, MCTHTEJIbHBIMH, HaMEHHBIMHU, ObICTPHIMH, JIOBKMMH, HEYS3BUMBIMH U, IJIaBHOeE, Oec-
CMEpTHBIMU. U e1é 0 HUX XOAMIIO MHOXKECTBO MOXaOHBIX IIyTOYEK, HO UX MPUHIL YJIaBIMBAJI JIUIIIb
YaCTUYHO, MOAIC/TYIIMBAs Pa3roBOPhl TOProOBILEB U MyTellecTBEHHUKOB. Hy, 1, KOHEYHO, JBOPLIOBOM
cTpaxu. XOTs BpsiZL JI KTO-TO U3 HUX ¢ TéMHbIMU BeTpedasncs. Harpsimyio e 00 3TOM HIyTUTh omna-
caymch. ['oBoprn, 4to y TEMHBIX MMOJTHO HINMMOHOB Be3/ie, U OYEHb He JIIOOWIH ApeBHEHIINE co3/a-
HUS, KOTIa Ha/l HUIMU CaMMMU WJTH HaJl X 00Pa30M KM3HU MOTEIIAIoTCS.

Tem BpemeHeM rpymmna TéMHbIX Bbexasia B cronuiy Mmnepuun Benbiit Kamens, ocBeléHHyio
QJIBIM CBETOM YXOJSIIEro coiHIa. He ObUIO CIBIIIHO TOMOTA KOMBIT, PXKAaHUS YCTABIIUX JIOMIAIEH.
['pynmna neurasack THxo, HO ObicTpo. Kpuctrian Bc€ mpuctanbHee BIISIIBIBAICS B CHIy3TH. Her,
OHHU €XaJI1 BEpXOM BOBCE HE Ha JIOIIAAsAX. TakMxX )KMBOTHBIX OH He Bcrpedan B Mmmnepun. Xors,
€CJIY TTOKOIAThCS B MAMATH, YYUTEIb UCTOPUU TOBOPUIL, UTO TEMHBIE HCNIONB3YIOT B KAYECTBE BEP-
XOBBIX )KUBOTHBIX JIPEBHUX siiepoB. Kprctuan gyman, uto 31o mryTka. Amepuiisl HeOobIme, BCEro
C JIaJIOHb, BEPXOM HHMKAaK He nonyuntcsi. Ho atu simepsl Obutn Kyaa Oodblie JajoHu. Pasmepom uyThb
MEHBIIIE JIOIIAIN, OHH JIBUTATUCH JIETKO M OBICTPO, OYTH Oe3 KauKu. BcaIHUKY CUIeny pOBHO, TPaK-
THUYECKH He 1ieBesnsich. Hu ¢uryp, Hu i paccMoTpeTh ObUTO Helb3s: Ha TEMHBIX ObUIM IJTMHHBIE
CBOOO/HBIE IJIAIIM, 2 HAKMHYTHIE KAIMOIIOHBI JePKajIi JIUIA B TYCTOW TEHH.

Kpuc onomHucs, Korga BCAAHUKY MOIBEXAIM ITOYTH K CaMbIM BOPOTaM UMIIEPCKOTO ABOpLA.
Tak on ux nponyctut! [TpuHIl Opocuiicsi BHU3 TIO JIECTHUIIE, BELyIIEH BO BHYTPEHHUI JIBOP.

Nmnepckas neneranus Bo miase ¢ Ero BenmuuectBom Dnapnom VII yxe codpanack BO BHYT-
peHHeM J1Bope 3aMKa. Jlaxe pe3uIeHIIO MPaBUTENsl IBOPIIOM MOXKHO ObLIIO Ha3BaTh C OYEHb OOJIb-
1101 HaTsKKOM. Bee 3aMKM B UMIIEPCKUX TOPOAAX CTPOMIIMCH [0 OTHOMY ITPUHLIMILY : BBICOKHE CTEHBI,
y3KHe 3apeni¢yeHHble OKHA ¢ BHEITHEH CTOPOHBI CTEH, PacloIOKEHHBIE TaK BBICOKO, YTOOBI M3 HUX
OBbLJIO YIOOHO OTCTPEJIMBAThCH, a HE JTI0OOBATHCS OKPYKAIOIINM Iei3axem. HeOobImoi BHY TpeHHUI
JBOP 32 JABOMHBIMH KPETIOCTHBIMH CTEHAMMU, CTOPOKEBbIE OAIIHU TI0 MEPUMETPY. 3aMOK B CTOJHUIIE
HUYeM OCOOEHHBIM He OTJIMYAJICS, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe cHapyxu. Pa3Be uto ObuT O0JbIle, MacCCUBHEE,
MoHyMeHTajbHee. KprcTuan ObUT He BO BCceX ropojiax v ropojakax MMmnepnu, HO Te, YTO OH BHIE,
HE CHJIBHO Pa3IMYaIuCh MEXIy COOOH.

[puHII ene ycnien K MpUOBITHIO TOCTEH, MPHUIIUIOCh TOTUXOHBKY MPOTAIKUBATHCS K MEPBBIM
psizaM, 9ToObl HUYEro He MpoIycTUTh. Kprc nmoitman yKOpu3HEHHbIH B3IJIsI] OTIA: TIPUHIL HE TTPUHII,
HO HapyllaTh JUCUUIUIMHY HAa TAKOM BaKHOM MEPOIIPUSITUN HE CTOUJIO.

INoconsctBo TEMHBIX TPUOBIBAIO B cToNuily MiMnepun Kaxple AecsTh JIeT, YTOObl OOHOBUTD
Horosop. 1ot Jloropop ObUT 3aKIIOUEH OOJIBIIIE TPEXCOT JIET Ha3ad U ObUT OUYSHb BaXKHBIM IT1arOM K
Hauasly coTpyaHuuectBa. HanpspkeHue Mexly uMIepuamMy 1 ApeBHUMU pacaMu BCE HUKaK He Ipo-
XOMJIO, TaBaJIK O ceOe 3HaTh CTapble KOH(MIMKTHI U MpeApacCyaKu. [IpeBHre MOMHWIN JKUBOCTb,
’KaIHOCTb U MEJIOYHOCTb JTIOJe, IMITEPIIbl BUJEM B JIpeBHUX KOBAPCTBO U CHITY, CIIOCOOHYIO M TOTO-
BYIO 320path y HUX BCE M 00paTUTh el B padbcTBo. Vinm yHuuTo)kuTh coBceM. [losTomy nonmnwica-
HHE U peryasipHoe oOHoBIeHHe [JoroBopa ObLIO KpaiiHe BaKHBIM ISl COXPAHEHHS XPYIKOTro MUpa
Y PaBHOBECHSI MEXIY STUMU IByMs Haporamu. TEMHbIE HE €IMHCTBEHHbIE, KTO MPEJIOKIIT IOIIH-
catb IonoOHBIH [loroBop 1 nogyepxuBai ero aeicrare. Ho HUKTO n3 [IpeBHUX HE BBI3BIBAJ CTOJIBKO
OIaceHus 1 JIIOOOMBITCTBA, KAK TEMHBIE Tb(bl. OHU UMEITH PeryTalui0 KOBAPHBIX MAHUITYJISITOPOB
1 00OJILCTUTENICH, JTIOOBIMU Iy TSMH JOOVUBABIIIMXCS CBOUX TIEJICH.

[Tpombiii Bu3uT Kpuc mpomycTiii: oTell OTIpaBUi €ro K POICTBEHHUKaM B I'puOHpOK.
[MpunI 661 B BocTopre: B I'prudoHpoKe MOXKHO ObUIO IOCMOTPETh, MOIIAJUTh U JakKe MOKATaThCs
Ha rpudoHax! DTU co31aHNsI TOTOBUJIUCH JJIs1 YYacThsI B OOEBBIX JEUCTBUSX UMIIEPCKOW apMHH, HO
YBUJIETb UX B CTOJHILIE ObLIO MPAKTUIECKH HEBO3MOKHO, TOPOT ObLT MPOCTO 1T 3TOTO HE MPETyCMOT-
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peH. A B I'pucpoHpoke ux ObLIO TMOJHBIM-TIONHO: TPU(OHBI OOUTAIH B TOpax U mpearopbsax Cepoix
rop, OXOTUJIMCh B JOJMMHE 32 ropogoM. Cam ropos ObUT M TMOCTPOEH 37eCh UMEHHO MO 3TOW pH-
ynHe. [IpakTryecku Bce KUTeIM ropojia UMeNy OTHOLIEHUE K TIOMMKE, BBIPAIMBAHUIO, PECCUPOBKE
rpripOHOB, U3TOTOBJICHUIO JIOCTIEXOB U BOOPYKEHHS U TIOATOTOBKE HAEC3/IHUKOB, €CIIU 3TO OBUIO BO3-
MoxHO. Tosnbko 1o npue3ny Kpucrtuan y3Han, 4To OH MpoIycTMI MOcobeTBO. Y Koponb Dasapn
clieJiaJl 3T0O HAMEPEHHO: MIIAILIUI ChIH HE OTJIMYAJICS IPUMEPHBIM MOBEIEHUEM WJIN CIIOKOMCTBHEM,
Kak crapmmii Hukonac, ObiT 4pe3MepHoO JIIOOOMBITEH U 9acTo cOeras oT HsHeK U cTpaxku. Ero BHe-
3aIHOe MOSIBJIEHUE WJIM HEYMECTHbIE BOIPOCHl MOIJIM COpBaTh npoieHue Jlorosopa, Beab TEMHbIE
MOTJIM TIOCUUTATh TAKOE NIOBE/IEHUE JIETKOMBICIIEHHBIM OTHOIIIEHHEM K JoroBOpYy MJIM CAMUM T'OCTSIM.
A 3TOrO AOMYCTUTDH OBLIO HEJb3s. [103TOMY TPUHAALIATUIIETHETO HETOCely OTITPABUIIM TTOCMOTPETh
Ha rpudOHOB.

Ceituac ke HpUHIL KaJHO BCMAaTPUBAJICS B MPOUCXOISIIEE, MBITAICS YJIOBUTh U 3alIOMHUTh
moOsie netam. Benp TEMHBIX B UIMIIEPCKUX 3€MJISIX BCTPETUTD OBUIO CIIOKHO, a YK TMOHSTh, YTO 3TO
oHH, - TeM Oosee. Hy, a Bxon B TymanHble 3emitn, Tepputopuio [IpeBHIX, ObLT HAITPOUb 3aKPBIT AJI5
MoOO0ro YesioBeKa.

TeMm BpemeHeM IpyIia roctei Bhexajia Ha CepeliHy BHYTPEHHEro ABopa. fAimepsl 6ecroKoiHo
OIJISI/IBIBAJIUCh, BTATUBAIN TYCTOW CTOJMYHBIN BO3IYX, OTKPBIBAIM M 3aKPBIBAIN 3yOACThIe MACTH,
yCIIOKanBasiCh Tocie aoiroro 6era. [maBa moconbcTBa, cama koposnea Témubix Mupanaa nepBoit
CHsUJIa KaIIOUIOH U JIETKO CIYCTHJIACh ¢ sepa. OcTajibHble TYT ke nocienoBany e€ npumepy. Kpuc
MOpa3WICs Tpallvy NOCJIOB: HU CIIEIIKH, HU PE3KUX JBMKEHUH, HU CIIEIOB YCTAJIOCTU OT JOJITOTO
MyTH. Dbl ABUTATIMCH JIETKO U TUIABHO.

— Pan cHoBa Bunets Bac B MimMnepuu! Bain BU3UT CBUAETENBCTBYET 00 YKPEIUICHUU JpyXKe-
CKUX OTHOIIIEHUI MEXy HAllMMHU HApOAaMu, — D/1Bap/, BbILIEN BIIEPE U HEMHOTO PACKUHYJI KU B
MIPUBETCTBEHHOM 3kecte. — [1yTh ObUT OJTMM U TPYIHBIM, MPOIIY BAC MPOUTU BHYTPb: Bl CMOXETE
OTIOXHYTb U MOJKPENUTHCS. 3aBTpa yTPOM Mbl BCTPETUMCS JJ1s1 oAnucanus JloroBopa, a Be4epom
OyzieT yuH 1 6aJ1 B 4eCTh Balllero MpuObITHS !

— W MBI pasipl CHOBa OKa3aThCs 3[1€Ch, KOPOJIb DABApA! — TOJI0C KOPOJIEBbl TEMHBIX 1b(OB ObLT
[TyOOKHMM, pedb TeKJa IJIaBHO, CJIOBHO 3aBOpakMBajia cOOECeHUKOB. — [TyTh NEHCTBUTENBLHO ObLT
JOJTUM, ¥ MBI pajibl IPUHATH Balry 3a060Ty. OgHaKO 0OCYIUTh HEKOTOpHIE JieTanu JoroBopa Mbl C
BaMM MOTJIH OBl M cefiuac, Moka MO JIIOIH OTAbIXAI0T. Eciu Bbl, KOHEYHO, TOTOBBI, — MUpaH/a cierka
CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— KoneuHo, miporry Bac, — DaBap/1 yMesIo CKpbUT CBOE HEJIOBOJILCTBO. «XuTpas Oectus!» OH,
KAaK ¥ BCE UMIIEPLIbL, KWJI JHEBHOM KU3HBIO, BEUEPOM K€ OH CTAHOBHJICSI HEMHOTO paccestHHbIM. 1 oH
OYeHb Ha/IesJICA, UYTO 0OCYKIEHNE «HEKOTOPBIX AeTajiei» JloroBopa He CJMIIKOM 3aTsiHeTcst. [loromy
KaK B 9TOM CJIy4ae OH MOT YIIyCTUTb YTO-TO BaKHOE, YEM HEMPEMEHHO BocHoib3yercss Mupanja, B
3TOM OH He cOMHeBaJIcsl. MlHaue 3aueM OHa 3TO IpeJIoKUIIA.

[IpaBuTenu AByX HApOAOB JABUHYIWCH I10 JIECTHULE KO BXOAy B caM 3aMOK. OcTalibHble ke
YJIeHbI TIOCOJIBCTBA TIEPEAIM CBOUX SIIEPOB 3200TaM MMIEPCKUX KOHIOXOB U B MOJIHOM MOTYaHUM
OTHPABUWINCH CJAEJOM. DJb(dbl IUIM C FOPAEIUBBIM JOCTOMHCTBOM M KaKOW-TO OTCTPaHEHHOCTBIO.
OHHM He KPYTHIH C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM T'OJIOBAMH, HE TIEPErOBAPUBAIIUCH, 1aKe HE CMOTPENIU B CTOPOHY
umrepueB. VX B3II/1bI IEGHUBO CKOJIB3WIIM TI0 YOPAHCTBY JBOPIIA, & JIUI[A HE BBIPAXaIN aOCOMIOTHO
Huyuero. Kpuc nopomeén k Hukonacy.

— Kak 6ynro mMbl rpsasb roj Horamu, Aa, HUK ? — mpolinernTa moyTy B camoe yxo OpaTy Mila it
MIPUHLL.

— Bo-niepBbIX, — Tak e TUXO OTBETHJI HAac/eIHbII puHL VIMiiepum, — OHU Takue €CTh U BELYT
Tak ceOs1 BCEra, 3TO X 3THKET. A, BO-BTOPbIX, Y HUX MPEKPACHBIH CITyX.

— KoHneuHo, npekpacHsli, Takue yim, — Kpuc THXOHBKO (PBIPKHYI, 32 UTO TYT € MOJIYYHII OT
Opara OIIyTUMBIN ymap JIOKTeM B OOK. Muaammii Xoten OblJI0 OTBeTUTh, HO HUKoMac yxe cremmi
32 MOCOJIbCTBOM.
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Iocreli pazmecTuiy B CrieUaibHO OTBEIEHHOM Kpbule. OHM Pa3oIUIUCh [0 KOMHATaM, BEX-
JIMBO OTKA3aBIIKCh OT MpUCIyru. Mupania u Dasapa yinum oocyxaath JJororop. Kpuc xe He 3Ha,
Kyza ceOs ethb. [IpunBopHsle u cTpaxka yuutd. [lprciyra, pasHecs yKMH MO KOMHATaM rOCTei, Tak
ke oTnpaBuiach K cebe. Huk Toxe ynanuics, octaBuB O6para B BO30YXA€HUH OpOAUTD IO IBOPILY.
Kpuc He uyBcTBOBaJI ceOsl yCTaBIIMM U HE XOTeJl CIlaTh, KPOBb OypIiviia OT Kaxasl aevictBuil. Hako-
Hell OH PElI BHIATH MOABIIIATH CBEKHUM HOUHBIM BO3/IyXOM, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTHCHI.

C teppacel ropor ObLT BUJIEH, KaK Ha JIaJIOHU. 3aMOK M caM HaXOJWJICS Ha BO3BBIIICHHH, a Tep-
paca nmogHMMAaa HaOmomaTeNs eme Ha TpU dTaxka. [[BOPIOBBIN MapK ObLT JOBOJIBHO HEOOJBIIUM U
pacrionarasicst Ha TpEx sipycax. [lepeBbeB He ObLIO BO M30ekaHUe YMeHbIIeHus1 0030pa. [la v cam mapk
ObLT TIOYTH TMOJTHOCTHIO UCKYCCTBEHHBIM: TOJIBKO HUKHUU SIPYC, TIOMXOAMBIIMI K 3aMKOBOW CTEHE,
ObLT Ha HacTosIIel 3emiie. [[Ba BEpXHUX sipyca HAJACTPOWIN HaJl BHYTPEHHUM JIBOPOM C BOCTOYHOU
CTOPOHBI 3aMKa, TJIe pacIoarajiuch MOKOM KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMBH, a TaKXke rocTeBoe Kpblio. Hebomb-
e (POHTAaHUYMKH, MOACTPYIKEHHbIE KyCTAPHUKH, Ba3OHHI C I[BeTaMU. BOT, cCOOCTBEHHO, U BCE, 4yeM
MOT [TOXBACTaThCs TBOPLIOBHIN MapK. KprcTraH JaBHO MPUBBIK K OTCYTCTBUIO HACTOSIIIIMX CA/I0B: BO
BCEX MMITEPCKUX rOpoJax rnapku ObUIM pocKomibio. JJloma BeIbMOK, TOProBLIEB M TOPOKAH Nodoraye
pacronarajiuch BHyTPY FOPOACKUX CTeH. 3/1ech Xke ObLIIM TOProBbIe Psifibl, MACTEPCKHUE, JIABKH, TOPO/I-
CKasl IJIOIIA/Ib, PaTyIla, TABEPHBI M MOCTOsUTbIE ABOPHL. B 1ieHTpe ropoaa ObLT 3aMOK, CIIOCOOHBIN
BO BpeMsI CEphE3HOM OMACHOCTH MPHUHATH TOPOXKaH. B 3aMKax >KUJIM MpaBUTEH C CEMbsSIMHU U TIPU-
ONMMKEHHBIMH, 37I6Ch BCTPEUaI 3HATHBIX TOCTEH, BEJICs YUET HAIOrOB M cOOpPOB, XpaHWJICS 3arac
BOJIBI U MUIIM. 3JIeCh e copepxkaics u odydaics rapau3oH. CaauTh JepeBbsl U KYCTAPHUKH OBLIO
HerJe, KX bl KJIOYOK CBOOOTHOM 3eMJIH 3aCTparBajICs YeM-TO O4eHb KOMY-TO HyKHbIM. K okpanHe
ropoja yJIOUYKM CTaHOBUJIUCh COBCEM TECHBIMH, a y IOMOB HE BCTPEUYAIUChH Jake KaJKH C LIBETaMMU.
MecTta BHYTpU TOpPOJCKHUX CTEH HE XBaTalo BCeM skeJaiomuM. KprcTuan 1aBHO MPUBBIK K TaKOMY
nopsiaky. Ho nHorma 4ro-To BHYTpH HEro TpedoBajio CBOOOIbL, TPOCTOPA, CEPAIIE MEMHUIIO OT KAKOH-
TO 3a0BITON TOCKU. VI BOT TOT/1a OH M IIEN B TBOPIIOBBIH MApK, €CJIM He ObLIIO BOZMOXKHOCTH (a MHOT/IA
U JKeJIaHWs1) BRIOPAThCsl U3 TOPOJIA.

Bort u ceituac mpuHII CIYCTHJICS C Teppachkl HA CPEAHUI spyC MapKa U MEIJICHHO MOOPEIN 1o
JOPOXKKE, CTApasICh YCIIOKOMTHCS. 3alyMaBIIKCh, OH He cpa3y YCIblai rojioca. OHU MpHOIMKAIIHCh,
1 Kpuc ObICTpo 3acKOYMIT 32 HEBBICOKMI KycTapHUK. Kak pa3 BoBpemsi. ['0y10ca ObLTH CITBIIITHBI COBCEM
PSIIOM, W TIPUHI] y3HAUI OpaTa U ero BO3/MoOaeHHy0 AlipuH. BoT yx 3a BMOOIEHHBIMHU TOIIIISIIbI-
BaTh TOYHO HE XOTEJIOCh, HO M JIBUTAThCSI TUXO HOUBIO HUKAK He MOMy4uTcs, 3tomy Kprc Tak u He
Hayuwuscs. [Ipunuiocs 3amepers U Cylars.

— Huk, THI TpOCTO HE CMOXeEIIb yexaTb CO MHOM, OTel] TeOsi HU 32 YTO He OTIYCTUT. Thl BeIb
HACJIeIHBIA IPUHIIL, OYIyIIUI KOPOJb, — rOJIoc AWPUH ObUT IeYaieH.

— 51 HuKOrJa He XOTea ObITh KOpOJieM, Thl Belb 3Haellb. K ToMy ke y oTiia ecTh BHIOOp: MOt
MJIQIIIAA OpaT MevTaeT O BJIACTH, TMOJBHUIaX, CIaBe U BCEM TOM, UTO OHM JaloT, — Hukomac naBHoO
00IyMBIBAJT CBOE pellleHre, HO HUKAaK He MOT CKa3aTh OTILY, YTO He JKeJlaeT CaauThcs Ha TpoH. Ero ¢
CaMoro JIeTCTBa K 3TOMY rotoBuiM. Ho yem OoJbliie OH TOTOBUIICS, TeM OOJIbIIIe MOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO
HE ero myTb.

— Kpucruan ropsiu. OH ynpsiMblil, UMITYJIbCUBHBIN, MTHOT/IA 3aHOCUMBBIN. DTO HE Te KayecTBa,
KOTOpbIE TIOMOTYT BECTH JUITIOMaTHueckue urpsl. K Tomy *ke oH, Mo cyTH, eiie peOEHOK, eMy He
JaBaJIv TIOB3POCTIETh, — CJIOBA AWPUH ObUTH HENPUSTHBIMH, HO CIIpaBeIMBBIMU. HUK mpekpacHo
MOHUMAJI, YTO B CBOM JBAJLIATh TPH OT POAy rofa OpaT He CrocoOeH YBHIECTh MPOOJIEMbI TOCyaap-
CTBEHHOTO MacITada. Tem Oosiee He MOT OH Pa3IyIsIETh BCE MX CTOPOHBI, 3aIJISIHYTh B CAMBIN KOPEHb.
[ToTtoMy ¥ penmTh UX OH TOXE He MOT TaK, YTOObI OHU He BO3HMKaM cHoBa. He Kpuca atomy yumim,
a ero. A MJIaAIviA XOTb U MOT Obl YAEISTH 00Yy4YeHHIO OOJIbIIIe BpEMEHH, CHJI, YIIOPCTBA, HO HE XOTEJ.
[ToaToMy ¥ rOTOBUJIM €ro OOJIbIIIe KaK BOGHAYAIbHHKA.
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OrtBera Opara Kpuctuan He ycbIait: rojoca yaaauiruch, Tak 4TO pa3zo0paTh YTO-1100 ObLIO
TpyAHO. JIMIIO MPUHIIA MBUTAJIO OT OOUIBI M JOCAIBL. DTO OH emé pedEHOK? DTO OH MMITY/IbCUBEH
u ropsia? Jla Kak oHa BooOIe MoxeT ero cyauth? Kto ona Takas? CMOTpU-Ka, B KOPOJIEBHI METHUT!
Kpuc BbIIen U3 KycToB M OBICTPO HANPaBWJICS KO BXOY BO ABOpEIl. A CleJOM 32 HAM OT/EJIIACh
emI€ oj{Ha TeHb U OECHIYMHO CKOJIb3HYJ/IA 3a HAC/IETHBIM IPUHIIEM U €r0 BO3IOOIEHHOM.

Mbanvpa oTMvanach OT APYrux TEMHBIX Mb(OB OOJBIIMM UHTEPECOM K JKU3HU. M rpaHuIbl
9TOro MHTepeca ObUIM Ky/a IMpe MPUBBIYHBIX. [{peBHUE pachl HE MbUIAIN OOJIBIION JTIOOOBBIO K JTH-
TEJIbHBIM My TEIIECTBUSM U PE/IKO MOKUIATM POJHbIEe MecTa. JKuiu OHM MeJJIeHHO, HUKY/Ia He TOPO-
T5ICh, BpEMEHH Be[lb ObLJI0 MHOTO: OONBIIMHCTBO [peBHUX ObUTH BeuHbiMHU. OHU BOBCe He ObLH Oec-
CMEPTHBIMH, KaK TyMaJI UMIIEpPLIbl: paHbl, OONE3HH, YBEUbs X TeJlaM BPEAWIA HUUYTh HE MEHBIIIE.
OpnHako 3a Joirue rofbl CBoeH ku3Hu [l peBHre HAyUMIIMCh MAaKCUMAJILHO Oepeubcst OT 3Toro. MHo-
T'OBEKOBbIE TPEHUPOBKH C/IENIANIN UX TIOUTH HEYS3BUMBIMH, & JOJTUH OMBIT TPOO 1 OMIMOOK MO3BOJUT
HaWTH JIy4lllie U3 BceX BOBMOXKHBIX JieKapcTB. B 6010 [IpeBHue Obutn OBICTPHIMH, PE3KUMU, CTPEMHU-
TEJIbHBIMU. B KM3HU jKe UX TPyAHO OBbLJIO 3aCTaBUTH OexkaTb 6€3 0cO00M HYXIbI.

Mbanvpa Obuta Ipyroii: OHa JKHJIa CTPEMHUTENBHO, KaK UMIIEPIIBI, KaJHO BIIUTHIBAJIa SMOIIUH,
3HAKOMMJIACh U TIBITAJIACh TIOCTHYb JPYTrUX kuTesielt Beunsix 3emens. [Jist yero mogonry xkuia B UX
ropoziax, u3ydvasa JOCTYIHbIC el HAyKH, 3aKJIMHAHUS, JIEKApCTBa U BCE, 10 Yero Morja JOTSHYThCS
cama | JI0 4ero MOIJIH JIOIYCTUTh TEMHYIO Mbuiiky npyrue. TEMHbIE Be3/ie BbI3bIBAIM OMACeHHUE,
HO M»a11 yMyapsiiach Jierde Jpyrux BONTH B JOBEpPHE U 3aBECTH JIpy3ei TaM, I1e U CI0Ba-TO TAKOTO
He ObUI0. A emé oHa Oe3yMHO JIIoOUIa My TeIecTBOBATb.

Kak Tonmpko Masumupa nporuia oOyveHre B CTOIMYHONM O0EBOW aKaJleMUH, MOMYTHO OCBOMB
HABBIKM YIIpaBJIeHuUs1 KUBOTHBIMU (y TEMHBIX OBUTH HE TOJBKO SIIIEPHI ), INMUOHAKA, U3YyYUB MArio 1
3apyuYMBIIUCH COTJIACKEM CBOETO OUeHb XOpoIlero apyra Jlurapa Ha oOydeHre e€ UCKYCCTBY Co3/a-
HUS 0B, OHa yMYaJiach B IepBoe CBOE OOJIbIIIOe MyTelecTsue. Pa3 B necATmiieTue Kaxaplii ropox
JIpeBHUX Ha MOJNroga CTAHOBWJICS TIONHOCTBIO OTKPHITHIM UISl BCEX. DTO OBUIO YACTHIO MOIATHKH
NoJLAepXKaHNsI MUpa, BeJb MPEKHUE BOWHBI IIUTA HE TOJIBKO MEXy UMIepLuamu u JIpeBHUMH, HO U
camu JlpeBHUE IeTIITN U TEPPUTOPUH, U cepbl BIUSHHUS, ¥ IPEBHUE apTe(aKThl, 1 MECTOPOKICHUS
TIOJIE3HBIX MCKOMaeMbIX. BOWHBI 3aKOHUMITHCH THICSUENIETHSI Ha3a, a KPYITHBIX CThIUEK He OBbUIO yKe
HECKOJIbKO BeKOB. C OJIHOW CTOPOHBI, MUP OBLT jKeJITAaHHBIM, HO C JPYTOH — Tjie TPEHUPOBATh OOCBbIC
HaBBIKM, KaK He Ha BoriHe? [T09ToMy MOIoie Kb MePHOIMUECKH MTOCEIaia roposia APYTUX pac, YToObl
MOCOCTSI3aThCsl HA TYPHUPAX, IOYyYacTBOBATh B BOGHHBIX MI'PaX U 3aBECTU HOBBbIE 3HAKOMCTBA. BOT
TUM M3JT ¥ BOCTIOJIB30BAJIACh MTPY MEPBOI e BOZMOXKHOCTH.

Cuuraercs, 4TO paHblile, YeM by UCTIONHUTCS TPHUCTA JIET, MOKUIATH POIHOM TOpOjI eMy He
CJIeyeT: He TPOMIET ellle MUHUMAaJIbHOe 00yUeHre, YTOOBl MOT 3aIlIUTUTHCS OT HaNaAeHus 1 odec-
MEeYnTh ceOs1 MPOMUTAHNEM U BOJOH B JOJITOM IMyTH. [la ¥ B TPUCTA JIET MAJIO KTO OKa3bIBA€TCs TOTOB.
Ho Mbammmpa ene poxkaanack storo aas. Llenw oHa moOuBanach ymopHO, OTAaBasi OOy4YeHUI0 Bce
CBOM CHJIBI 1 BpeMsl, IIPOITyCKasi OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 MHOTOUYKCIIEHHBIX TPa3HUKOB. M, Koria nmpuIio
BpeMsl, OHa BOCIIOJIb30BAJIACh 3HAKOMCTBOM C JIOBOJIHO NIPUSITHBIM U YK€ JOCTATOYHO BIIUSTEIbHBIM
APYUIIOM U3 JIECHBIX Tb(OB M OTHpaBWIACh K ero JIpeBy, 3aciIykUB YKOPU3HEHHBIN B3I KOPO-
JIeBHI U J1aB oOelaHre ObITh OCTOPOKHOM.

St0 OBUIO JIWIIL TIEPBOE U3 MHOTHIX IyTemecTBuil. Beszae, roe Man ObiBaia, OHA y4miach U
MOCTUTANA KYJIbTYPY, OCOOEHHOCTH, TPAAUIIUK HapoaoB. U 3aBoauiia 3HAKOMBIX, IpUsITeNIel, Apy3eit
BCEX JIOCTYIHBIX pac U NoJioB. M HUKorIa He ocTaBaiach B CTOPOHE, €C/U Tlie-To Hamevauicsi 6oi. B
CBOM [TOYTH TPH THICSIUM JIET OHA YYACTBOBAJIa B OUTBAX MPAKTUIECKU CO BCEMHU HAPOJAMHU C JIOOO0M U3
CTOPOH, IMPOIILIA MEMIKOM MouTH Bce TymaHHble 3emiiu, J0IIa Jaxe 10 I0KHOU OKpanHbl Benmkux
Crerneii 3a rpanutein Umnepun. A Bot B iMnepun Obuta Bcero pasa JBa U O4eHb Heaoiro. B ato
MOCOJIbCTBO OHA HAITPOCHJIACh caMa, He TIPEJICTABIIsAsA, YeM )it He€ BCE 9TO 0OepHETCS.
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Hy, a cefiuac oHa mpocTo OeciTyMHO TPOCKOJIB3HYIA B CBOM ITOKOW, BEPHYBIIUCh C HOYHOM
MIPOTYJIKH TI0 TOMY KaMEHHOMY 0e300pa3uio, TopIo MMEHYEMOMY JIBOPIIOBBIM MAPKOM.

— Harynsanace? — JIutap xaj e€, ycTpOUBIIKCH B KpPecyie C KHUTOW B pyKax. — A 1, Kak BU/IUIIIb,
COBEPIIMII HEOOJIBIITYIO TPOTYJKY B OMOIMoTeKy ABopia. JJoBOIbHO MPUIMYHAS, KCTATH, TSI UMIIep-
LIEB.

— A nmoyemy y ceOst He unTaeib? — Man yxMbUIbHYIach. — Kpecia HeynoOHbie?

— Kakue HoBoct? — JIuTap OT10KMJI KHUTY U BBUKUAJAIOLIE TOCMOTPEST Ha Mb(PUIIKY.

— Kaxercs, crapimii IpyHIL pelu CBsA3aTh CBOIO )KU3Hb C MarecCou.

— Bynymwuii koposs 1 Marecca... Xm. B iMriepun [11s1 )eHIMH Marusi Beerya Obljia 1o 3arpe-
TOM. Bpsij 11 4TO-TO MOMEHSI0Ch. B 3TOM OHM 10BOJIBHO KOHCEPBATUBHBI. A Y MO3BOJIUTH KOPOJIIO
B3SITh B CYNpYru Mareccy — Bepx Oe3paccyactBa. Hu Koposb, HU UX 3HATh 3TOTO HE MO3BOMAT. ThI
yBEpeHa, 4To OHa mar?

— Jlurap, s xe He coBceM cienas. Ot Heé Cwuioii BeeT, cBeTuTcs Bes. M oHa cama 00 3TOM
npekpacHo 3HaeT. Y npuHl, 1 gymaio, Toxe. OHa ceiiyac B HayaJle pacuBeTa, CKOpo €€ Cuiy Aaxe
MMIIEpCKUE Maru nouyloTr. Tak 4ro cama oHa He Aypa, pelluia yexarh, oka He no3gHo. Hukomnac
BBI3BAJICS C HEM, TAK UTO Ha3peBaeT MHTEPECHBIN KOH(IUKT, — MaJuTipa XUIIHO YIbIOHYIACH B IIpe[-
BKYIIICHUH.

— He panyiicsa caumkom pano, — JIutap yemexnyscs. B omimune ot Mas OH KUTb He TOPONUJICS
Y Ha BO3HIO MMIIEpIIEB cMOTpen Oe3 ocoboro mHTepeca. — Hukomaca BCE ke B KOPOJIU TOTOBHJIM,
JONT AJIs1 HerO TpeBblilie Bcero. Tak uTo Bpsia JIM OH, CJIOMSI TOJIOBY, KHHETCS 32 BO3JTIOOJIEHHON U3
YIOTHOHM CTOJIIIBI.

— U BcE xe 51 Obl XOTeNa yBUIETh pa3Bsa3Ky. JIloOOBb MHOI/IA CTPAHHBIE BEIM TBOPUT. MOXeET,
NonpocuTh MupaH1y OCTaBUTh MeHsI 37iech HeHa1oro? CoObITHEe-TO BeCbMa MHTEPECHOE.

— Mbi1, nokuch criath. 31ech NPUAETCS KUTh 110 UMIIEPCKOMY PACHOPSIIKY, TAK YTO YTPO Hay-
HETCS paHblle, YeM 00buHO. ['opazio panbine. Eciu oyeHb Xouelb, 03Byub CBOE JKeJIaHUe KOPOJIeBe,
Bpsill iK1 oHa Oyziet mpoTtrB. Ho 3T0 Takoe «MHTEpecHoe» COOBITHE 32 TBOIO )KU3Hb CIIYYUTCS HE OIUH
JECATOK pa3, TaK YTO HACMOTPHILBCS €1IE, — C ITUMU cloBaMU JluTap BCTasl M HAPaBWICS K JIBEPH.
— JIa, BoT em¢ uTo: MupaHa mpocuia opyKue 3aBTpa ¢ cOOOM MO JABOPIly HE TacKaTh, Mbl HE Ha
BOIHY MPUILUIN.

— Boo0r1ie Hukakoe? — anbduiika ¢ U3yMJICHUEM ITOCMOTpesia Ha JIpyra.

— Booomie. JIoOpbix cHOB, — JIuTap BbIIIEN U3 TIOKOEB, a M3 emg JI0ro BCMaTpuBajiach B
qyxoe He0o, He 3Hasl, UTO e€ KeJlaHUe CTPEMUTESTLHO OSKUT el HaBCTpedy.

VTpo OBUIO SICHBIM U COTHEYHBIM, OJJHAKO TOCTH K 3aBTPAKy CITYCKaThCsS HE TOPOMIINCH. Kopo-
JIEBCKAasi CEMbsl YK€ JIJaBHO 3aKOHUMJIA Tpare3y, U DIBapi OTIIYCTUJI CIHOBEH MO CBOMM JieslaM, a
cam ocrayics kaarb TEMHBIX, pa3apa)kEéHHO MOCTYKUBas MajbliamMu 1o croiy. [Ipuciayra crapaiach
HE TOMa/IaThCsl MOJ1 TOPSUYI0 PYKY U OCTOPOKHO BbIKH/IAJA 3a IBEPHIO.

Haxkonenr TémHOe MOCOBCTBO B MOJIHOM COCTaBe BOIIUIO B cTOjOBYI0. Ha nmiiax a1b(poB He
ObLIO CJIENOB YCTAJIOCTH, KakK, BIIPOYEM, U APYXemoous. XOIoAHOCTh M HaJMeHHOCTh. Kak Buepa.
Kak Bcerpa.

DaBap/ BCTajl HABCTPEUY T'OCTSIM U CO BCe BEKJIMBOCTBIO MPEAJIOKUIT TPUCOSTUHUTHCS K 3aB-
Tpaky. Emm SJIb(l)bI MEJICHHO, pacTArnBasd yaoBOJIbCTBHUC, YEM BbIZbIBAJIM Y UMIICPCKOI'O MPABUTEIIA
emé Oonpliee paznpakernue. CKpbIBaTh €ro TPeOOBAIO BCE OOJIbIIE YCUITHIA.

Hakowery Tpanesa 3akOHYMIIACh, M DBAP] YCTPOUII TOCTSM HEOOJIBIITYIO TPOTYJIKY IO ABOPILY,
B TOM YHCJIe Ha TPEHUPOBOUHbIE IJIOMAIKH, T/ie KaK pa3 celvac MUIM 3aHTUsl Y OyIyIIMX BOMHOB
Nmnepun.

Crpenbbuliie He BBI3BAJIO HA TEHH JIOOOMBITCTBA Y TEMHBIX, UTO OBUIO HEYAWBUTENIBHO: BCE
31Tb(BI CINTATIMCH UICKYCHBIMH CTPEJIKaMH, a 00 JIUTE CTPEIKOBBIX BOUCK TEMHBIX XOIMIIH JIETeHIbI.
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[TosTomy uHTepeca JIydHUKH U apOaieTunku MiMriepun y rocteit He BhI3biBasIM. HO BOT y TUIOIIaaKu
MEUYHHKOB TIOCOJIbCTBO 3a/iepkanock. [anepes, rae cTosuin HabmoaaTe 1, BO3BHIIIATACh HaJl TPEHU-
POBOYHOM TUIOIIAIKOW Ha IIEJbINA 3TakK, MOITOMY BCE OBUIO BUAHO, KaK Ha JIAJOHW. 3arax IMoTa u
xkere3a yaapuia Man B HO3/IpH, HO OHa BCE PaBHO MOJOIUIA K CaMOMY Kpalo M CMOTpesia Ha OOH, Kak
3aBopoxEHHas1. Cpei BceX MEYHUKOB OCOOEHHO BBIIEIISIICS OJMH CBETJIOBOJIOCHI IOHOIIIA, KOTOPHIH
BEJ 601 cpazy ¢ TpeMsi CONepHUKaMU. M3JUTMpy MOPa3uIv CKOPOCTh M IPaIvsi, C KOTOPBIMH JBUTAJICS
BOMH: Ceiiyac OH MOYTH He YCTYIaJ 10 CKOPOCTH MeYHUI[aM TEMHBIX. A YK OHH, Aaxe Ha HAYaIbHOM
sTane oO0y4yeHus1, ObUTH BeCbMa CTPEMUTENTbHBIMI. HO KJIMHKH 271b(hOB OBUTH TOpasIo Jierde u Jiydiie
cOaJIaHCUPOBAHBL. A 3TOT JIETKO Pa3MaxXUBaJI TSKEJIBIM JIBYPYUHBIM MEUOM...

— DTO MO CbIH, — DBap/ MOAOIIEN HE3aMETHO, YeM CMYTHIT b(PUKy. — OH BbIJAIOIIUIACS
MEUHUK, ero TpeHupyeT cam Mactep ['maeon, myurmii Boud Vimnepuu. BoH oH, Ha yIily IJIOMAIKH.

— Bamn ceiH BecbMa HeIuIox, — MaJ KMBHYJIa KOPOJIO M BEPHYJIACh K TPYIIIE, BCTPETUBIIUCH C
HACMEIIUTUBBIM B3rJ1siioM JluTapa.

[Nocne oGeneHHo Tparesbl MOCOIbCTBO TEMHBIX U KOPOJIb DABAP/, C COBETHUKAMH COOPAJIHChH
B TPOHHOM 3aje. sl coOmoieHrsi paBeHCTBa MPUCYTCTBYIOMIMX, TPOH ObLT HAKPHIT TIOKPHIBATIOM,
a ISl BceX YYaCTHHMKOB coOpaHusi ObUIM paccTaBJIeHbl OAMHAKOBBIE Kpecia. Kpuc Bocnonb3oBaics
CIIy4aeM U, YIIPOCHB HACTABHUKA, TAK)Ke MIPUCOSIUHIIICS K coOpanmio. Cefiuac OH CTapasicsi MaKkCH-
MaJIBHO CAEPXKMBATh SMOIMY U JIeJIaTh JIMIIb CJIeTKa 3aMHTepecOBaHHBIN BUI. EMy 310 maxe modru
yZIaBaJIOCh, OJJHAKO MHTEPECOBAJICS OH CKOpee He MOJMTHKOH, a mociaamu. OcoOeHHO ToM, KOTopast
CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero ¢ rajieper HaJl TPEHUPOBOYHOM TUIOIIAKOM.

— Pazpemmre, s HauHy, — KOpOJIb D/IBap/ Ha MpaBax XO3sSMHA MEPBBIM B3sUT CIIOBO. — [is
Hayasa Xo4y MpeJcTaBuTh BaM MOMX ChIHOBeH, crapiiero Hukonaca u muamnmero Kpucruana. 3nech
TaK:Ke MPHUCYTCTBYIOT MOM COBETHHUKH, B YbEM MPO(eCCHOHATN3ME MOXHO He cOMHeBaThesl. CkazaH-
HOE 371eCh He BBIIJET 3a MPe/Ieibl STOW 3aJIbl, Bbl COIJIACHBI? — OH BBUKM/IAIONIE TIOCMOTPEN Ha TIPH-
CyTCTBYIOIMX. JIOKIABIINCH COTMIACUS Kak0ro, MPOJODKII: — HacTynuino HecrokoiHOe BpeMs U
cerofHsi 3akperuienue Jloropopa Hanbonee BaxHo. Benukue CTenut NpuIlLy B JBMKEHHE, HETAIEKO
JIO HOBOM BOWHBI.

— Mbsnmpa HenaBHO BepHyJachk u3 Benmukux Crteneil 1 MOXET MOJAEIUTHCS HOBOCTSMH, —
Mupanja cirerka yislOHyIach M KuBHYJIa Mammpe. — [loBemaii Hammm Apy3bsM O TOM, YTO Thl
y3HaJa.

— YV HUX HOBBII XaH, — MaJ1 orisena BceX MPUCYTCTBYIONIMX, COOMPAsch ¢ MbICTsIMU. — OH
pomuics y Ozepa Cnés B camom tieHTpe Crerneid. Tam 51 He OblIa, HO CIIBIIIAJIA Pa3roBOpsl 0 HEM. Ero
30ByT Ypai-Tau. YToObI cTaTh XaHOM, OH YOHMJI CBOETO OTIIa U JIBYX OparbheB. MaTh U CecTép TOXe,
XOTSI OHM Y Hero Ha ImyTd He cTosuiu. [IyTh K BiIacTH ero ObUT MPOCT: CHaYaJla OH HAay4YHJICS TPOCTO
ApaThCsi HA BBDKUBAHUE, MOTOM CPaXaThCsl Kak BOMH. A MOTOM yOWBan BCeX, KTO ObUI C HUM He
coraceH. Y cornacHbIX CTAaHOBIIIOCH BCE OOJIBIIIE — KHUTh XOTeJ0Ch BceM. CHavyaia oH coOrpast Bcex
TMIOZIPSIZT B TpaOUTENbCKUE OTPsIABI U 1IEN ¢ Haberamu o KOskHbIM crerisiM, motom gommén ao [Nayusux
rop Ha BOCTOKe. [layKu CMIIBHO MPOpPEAMIM €ro OTPsijibl, TOSTOMY OH CHOBA TOIMIET Ha 0T, YTOOBI
cobparb OrpOMHOE BOWICKO M MOKOpHUTh Bce Crenu, a moToM 1 MmMrepuio, 0 KOTOpOid OH, KCTaTH,
MOYTH HUYETO He 3HaeT. ITO BCE, UTO MHE YAJOCh YCIBIIIATh.

— Cnacu6o, Manmnmmpa, — Mupanga mocMoTpesia mpsiMo B m1a3a Dasapay: — He qymaro, 4to oH
OyIeT JoJTo AaTh. Y BapBapoB KPOBb KUITUT, TEPIETh OHU HE yMEIoT. VIX kak/1a HaCHIIUs U CMEPTU
CMeTET BcE€ Ha cBOEM IyTH. C nocieaneil BoitHbl mpolio TpucTa jeT. 3a 3T0 BpeMsl OHU yCTIenu
CUJIBHO COCKYUHTHCS TT0 KPOBOIPOIUTHSIM.

DaBapn ObUT omIeTIOMIIEH. [1a, ero pa3BeTYMKH FOBOPIIN O BOTHEeHUsX B CTeru, HO OH, YeCTHO
TOBODsI, [yMaJl, UTo yKe He eMy, a ero cbiHy Hukomnacy npencrout 60poTbest ¢ yrpo3o#. [jist 3Toro on
Y TIPUIJIACKIT €TO0 ciofia, Ha 3TOT COoBeT, YTOObI PE/ICTABUTh BOBMOXKHBIM COIO3HMKAaM. A BCE MOIILIO
He Tak. Bpemenu, 4toOsl coOpaTh CHIBI U 0Oy4uTh OOWIOB, HEe XBAaTUT. OH caM He BCTpedalcs C
BapBapamH, HO MHOTO CIIbIIAN U yuTtan o Bemukoi 6utse. Kak pa3 mepen Helr u ObUT MOANUCAH
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niepBblid [JoroBop, Torma MMIIEpIbl BIiepBbie BHIIUTH B 00l 00Kk 0 0ok ¢ TémubiMu. Ho Torma sto
OBLT JIWIITH HEOOJTBINON Mb(MUICKUI OTPS] OT ABYX TOPOIOB, TOOPOBOIBHO MPHUIIIEAIINX HA TIOMOIIIb
ObIBIIMM Bparam. Tenepb Bc€ mHaue. Kectokuid XaH codupaet Bcio Crenb, CaMUM UMIIEpIaM He
BBICTOSITh. CJTMIITKOM JI0JITO He OBLIIO BOWH, JIIOAW PACCIa0MIIUCh.

N3 crynopa kopoJist BbIBE MJIAIIINI ChIH:

— A Knanwl? OHu Benp Beeria ObUTH HAIIMMK COIO3HMKaMK! Y HUX MOIIHBIE Opyausi, O0eBbie
MAIMHBI, OPOHS, Marusi B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

— Ho um kpaiiHe CJI0)KHO JBUTAThCS M0 MECKY. BpeMeHu Ha opory YHAET CIMIIKOM MHOTO,
€CJIM HE XOTUTE MOTEPATh COI03HMKOB, — MUpaH/ia nokayana rojioBoi. — Mim um npugércs noxepr-
BOBAaTh 0E30MACHOCTBIO pag CKOPOCTH. [TyCThIHS UX YOBET.

— Ectb crapeiil TpakT, KOTOPBIN UAET BHYTPH rop, — Dasapa Bocrpsi gyxoM. Kiansl! TouHo!
A CbIH HE TaKOH YK M LIaJIOMA.

— Tpakr 3aBasieH M JaBHO Y€ HE UCIOJIb3YeTCsl, IPOUTHU 10 HEMY HEBO3MOKHO, — Manmpa
roracusia Haiexkay DaBapia.

— 41 maxe He XO4y CIpaIIUBaTh, KAK Bbl O HEM Y3HAJIM, — HAYAJIBHUK JABOPIIOBOM CTPaXu ObLT
YAUBJIEH U pa3focagoBaH TeM, yTo TEMHbBIe MPoOpaMCh Ha CEKPETHBIE TIOPOTH.

— D10 He cekpeT, — M3 cBepkHyJia IJ1a3aMU M He cepkaiach OT ykona. — [Ipo Bamn TpakT
mMoOOoW UMIIEpel] He TOJIbKO 3HAET, HO U TOTOB O0JTaTh Ha 00oM yriny. TosbKo, T/1ie BXOM, Majio KTO
MOJKET IOKa3aTh. A BOT KilaHbI K 3TOMY OTHOCATCA MHAue: I11e BXO[, 3HAIT BCe, OH Ha BULy. Ho BOT
OONTaTh O TOM, YTO 3TO 32 BXOJ M Ky/la OH BE/IET, HUKTO HE CTAHET.

— A TBI-TO 0 HEM Kak y3Hasa? — ['meoH crapasics He coaBaTh MO3ULIMN HAMAJAloOIIEro, XOTs
3TOT OOW OH SIBHO IMPOUT PHIBAL.

Mupanaa Opocuiia mpegocTeperaiyi B3saa Ha Man. Dnbguiika HarmpacHO NepexBaThiia
MHALMATHBY, TEMHAas KOpOieBa e sIBHO HeIOBOJIbHA U J0ATO He 3a0yaeT 3Toro. JleByIKa Mpukycusia
ryOy.

— Mbaumpa mHOro myremecrByer. E€ MHTepechl BBIXOAAT JAJEKO 3a mpenenbl TymaHbIX
3emens. Eii moBessno ObITh O1M3KOM KO 1BOPY Koposisi ParHapa, HbiHemHero riaBbl KiaHoB, 1 3aBo-
eBaTh ero JoBepue, — 3Toi (ppazoit Mupanas! 11t Mai 1 ObUT OANKCAH TIPUTOBOP.

— Yro %, monarawo, BaM HEOOXOIUMO BpeMsl, YTOObI coOpaTh rpyniy nocioB k Kimanam. Jloro-
BOP MBI ITOATHUIIIEM cerofiHst ke. Ham Bess Toxke HeoOxomamumo coooumTh o cutyanuu Coety BeuHbIX.
Crenb yrpoxkaer paBHOBecuio, WieHbl COBeTa JOMKHBI PEIUTh, YTO JeiaTh. Tak 4TO MBI HE MOXeM
JaJIbIlie 3JI0yTOTPEOIATh BAIllMM TOCTETIPUUMCTBOM, — MUpaH/aa BCTaja, CJIeIOM 32 Hell TIOIHSITUCh
OCTAJIbHBIE JTb(]BI.

— INopoxaute, — OBLIO BUAHO, KaK TPYAHO DABAPIY JAOTCS 3T clioBa: — $1 X049y MOMPOCHUTH
y Bac MOMOIIIH.

— [Momonm? utepecHo, — KopoJsieBa 31b(OB BHOBb OITYCTUJIACh B Kpecio. — Kakoi e nmoMorm
BbI OT Hac xotute? Bc€, uto B pamkax JloroBopa, Mbl MpeAOCTaBUM M TaK, BaM 3TO U3BECTHO. MBI
CJIOBO JEPKUM.

— IMoconberBo Nmniepun k Kinanam — nest xopoiiiasi, HO He B 3TOM CUTYaIlMU, — FOJIoc DaBapaa
MOCTETICHHO 0OpeTa MPEKHIOn KOPOJIEBCKYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh U chily. — CTOJIb BHE3AITHOE BO3ZHUKHO-
BEHHE UJIeU OTIPABUTH MOCJIOB C BOOPYKEHHOW OoXpaHou B 3eMyr ['opHbIX KilaHOB MOXeT mopoauTh
HEeHY)KHbIe CITyXH{, a TIOTOM U MaHuKy. Kak 1 BOBJieUueHHe B 3Ty 3aTel0 JIMIITHUX JIOJIEH, TAKMX Kak
Mary BoCTOUHBIX TOPOJOB, KOTOPBIX Mbl OOBIYHO MCHIONIB3YeM /Jisi cBsi3M ¢ Kitanamu. OHako Takoit
MoTpeOHOCTH He BO3HMKAJIO JIaBHO. TeM Oosiee, 4To BO BpeMs Benmkoi OMTBBI MX Maru BhIpakaiu
JIOSUTBHOCTh K Hapoaam Crternei, XOTh M He BBICTYNAJIU 32 HUX OTKpbITO. Ceiyac MX MO3UIUs He
CJTUIIIKOM M3MeHUIach. OTHOIIEHUS MKy HAMU HaIpsKEHHBIE, MOKa3aB CIa00CTh MM HEYBEepEeH-
HOCTb, Mbl PUCKYEM TOJYUYHTh €I OTHOTO MPOTUBHUKA C BOCTOKA. A aKTUBHBIC ICHCTBHS TIOPOISAT
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BOIPOCHI, Ha KOTOPBIE ceilyac OTBETUTH 51 He MOTry. Bc€ HyKHO Jienath MosTanHo, TeM Oosee, YTo
BpeMs y Hac emié ecTb. XOTh U HEU3BECTHO, CKOJIBKO. Tak YTO OOBIYHBIM CIIOCOOOM JEeWCTBOBAThH
HEJIb34.

Anb(bl CITYIIATM UMIEPCKOTO BIIA/ABIKY CIIOKOWHO, BBIPAKEHUS UX JIMII OBUIO CJIETKa 3auHTe-
pecoBaHHBIM, U TOJIbKO. HO y Kaxaoro BO3HMKJIA MBIC/Ib, YTO 3TOT UMIIEPCKUN KOPOJb, KakeTcs,
TOJIOBY Ha TIeYax HOCUT He TOJIBKO pajiv KOpoHbL. Bo3moskHO, o Mniepun Toske Korga-HuOyap OyaeT
TosK. B Oynyimem.

Tem BpemeHeM DnBap/ MPOAOIKII:

— Pa3 MBIl He MOXeM JAeHCTBOBaTh OTKPHITO, HEOOXOOMMO CKPBITHO OTIpaBUTh K KitaHam
HEOOJBIIYIO TpyIy ¢ nocaanueM. OIHAKO MyTh MPOJieraeT Yepe3 MyCThIHIO, OPUEHTHPOBATLCS B HEMl
MBI HE CMOXEM, a YK 3a0JyIUThCS B MecKax HeTpyaHo. M BOT 31ech HeoOXoauMa Ballia TOMOIIb.
[TpoBonHuK. Bl Beap M3BECTHBI CBOMMHM pa3BequMKaMu. ECTh cpeii Bac KTO-TO, KTO CMOXKET MpO-
BECTH TPYIIIy uepe3 MycThiHIO K 3eMisM KianoB? {1 B cBolo odyepenp rotoB oOecnednTh BCE, UTO
notpedyercsi. AOCOMIOTHO BCE, — DaBapy 0O0BEN B3MIsIIOM TEMHBIX M OCTAaHOBUJI €r0 Ha KOPOJIEBE.

Mupania, ycMeXHYBUINCh, KUBHYJIA B CTOPOHY Maut:

— Mbanmmpa. Mbl I€HCTBUTENBHO MHOTO IyTEIIECTBYEM, HO PEIKO BBIXOAMM 324 Ipelesibl
TymanHbIX 3eMenb. A BOT OHa ObUIa JaJIeKo 3a WX rpaHuiiel. Jlydie He€ HUKTO U3 HAC He 3HaeT,
KAaK IMPOWTH Yepe3 MyCTHIHIO U BBIATU K 3acHe:xeHHo! Tporie. M, Tel roToBa?

— Eciu Tak mpukaxeT Most KoposieBa, — Majnpa oOpeuéHHO CKJIOHMIIa royioBy. Bot u B Mmrre-
PUH 3aJEPKUTCS, Y IIPOTYJISATHCS CXOIUT, U K KilaHaM 3ackouuT, U Ha IECOUKE M03aropaer. . .

— Ioxamnyi, s coryiacHa ¢ KoposieM DABap/oM, UTO 3TO Jyulliasi U3 BCeX UJIel Ha CerOqHSAITHUMA
MOMEHT.

— 41 cobepy rpyriy U3 JydllIux CTPEJIKOB U MEYHMKOB VIMniepuu, KOTOPBIM MOKHO JIOBEPUTh
3TO €710, — DABap/ BCTaJ, IOKa3aB, YTO COOpaHUe 3aKOHUEHO, OJJHAKO M3 mpepBasia ero:

— Her. {1 nmpoBeny uepe3 MyCTHIHIO TOJIBKO OHOTO YesoBeKka. CTpesKu B MecKax Oecrone3Hbl:
MapeBo kapa MelllaeT MPULIETUThCS, JepeBa AJis HOBBIX CTpeJl HE JOCTaTh. BpOHs y MyCTHIHHBIX TBa-
pei Kyza Kperrde, YeM CTpeJibl, a JIIsl TOTO, YTOOBI MX XOTsI Obl PAHHUTBH, HYKHO TOYHO 3HATh, Ky/Ja CTpe-
nath. IIpocto pacckaszare HepoctarouHo. HyxeHn Meunuk. Hu peitiapeii, HM TONIBI, HUYETO 3aMeT-
Horo. ToibKO OMH MEYHHUK. 3a OJHUM YEJIOBEKOM CJIEAUTH MPOLIE, YEM 32 HECKOJIbKUMU.

— 4 noiiny! — Kpuctran u cam He OXMJal, UTO CHEJIAaeT 3TO, OJIHAKO BCE BpeMsl, MOKa IIEN
CoBer, 3Ta MBICJIb HE JjaBaja €My IMOKOs: COOBITHSI CTPEMUTEIbHO Pa3BUBAIOTCS, & OH B CTOPOHE.
Bor oH, ero maHc 10ka3aTh, 4TO OH HE MPOCTO N30AJIOBAHHBIN MAJIBUMIIKA, @ HACTOSAIMMH Ooerr. Tem
6onee peub UAET 00 ATh(PUICKON KPACOTKE.

— Her! — DaBapn u Hukonac cpearupoBaiu HeMeIJIeHHO.

— la nonmure, g nyuynmid meynuk Wmnepun! Hy, kpome macrepa I'mneoHa, KOHEYHO, HO
TYT yX Bo3pacT, — Kpuc nopHsiics u3 kpecna i Oonbliiedl yoeaureabHocTd. Man (bipkHYya:
«BBICKOUKA C CJIMIIKOM BBICOKMM caMOMHeHHeM! XOTs MEUHHMK OH AEUCTBUTENIBHO Heruioxou. s
nMriepua». — K ToMy ke KTo eme€ MoxkeT OTHeCTH nocnanue kopomo Kinanos ['op, kak He caMm ChIH
npasutesss Mmneprn? Byayiero koposst jtyuiiie nodepedb U OCTaBUTh peliaTh CBAJIMBIIYIOCS Ha HAC
npoGsieMy. A s OTIPABIIIOCH € TIOCTaHueM B ropbl. Tak Oyzer mpaBmiibHee Bcero. Kto noBepenHee B
Nmnepun, yem cam e€ npuHil, a? — Kpuc TopxxecTByioie 0OBENT MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX B3IJISAOM, 9yTh
3aJepKaBIIMCh Ha M3l 1, He yAep:KaBILIUCh, IOAMUTHYJI eil. Db(]uiika CHoBa (PbIPKHYIIA.

— B ero cnoax ecrtb Joruka, — Mupanaa nogHsuiach 1 nojgouuia k npuHuy. Kpuc emyrucs.
CrosTh psAIOM ¢ KOposieBoi TEMHBIX ObLIO BOTHUTEIBHO M HEMHOTO. . . 3KyTKO. OHa Obla IpeKkpacHa:
TOHKHE YepPThI JIUIA, OOJIbIINE Kapye I71a3a, YyBCTBEHHBIE T'yObl, OJ1e/IHast KOka, POCKOIIIHBIE BOJIOCHI,
CTpOIHOE TMOKOE TeJI0, KOTOPOE JIMIIb MOAYEPKUBAIIO MypITypHOE TU1aThe. M3siHbe pyku ¢ ceped-
PAHBIME OpacjieTaMH Ha TOHKHX 3arisicThsX. .. Ho 3Ta KpacoTa Oblla XOJOIHOM, OTYEro ¥ BOSHUKAJIO
OLIYIIEHUE YEero-TO UyKJ10ro, MpauHoro. [1o crimHe npuHIa mpodexkanu Mypariku. — J[[pa yenoBeka
ropasjio MeHee 3aMeTHbI, YeM Aaxke Tpu. OuH, KOHeYHO, ellé HezametHee. Ho 3to 3amavya Mmnepun,
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eil ¥ TOHLIa OTIIPABJIATh, M3JuIMpa JIUIIb BBICTYIIUT MPOBOJIHUKOM. A MEUHUK Thl JE€HCTBUTEIBHO
HEIUIOXOH, 1ae J7151 /1b(hOB, HE TOBOPS yke 0 Bac. — MupaH/ia nepekiiounsia BHUMaHue Ha DBap/a,
KOTOPBI, KaK U BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE, TOXKE MOAHSIICS U TENEePhb CTOSUT PSIOM C MJIAJIIIUM CHIHOM: —
Kak s momHI0, cerogHs B Haiy 4ecTh BbI Jaéte 6a1. Kak ToIbKO rocTd JOCTAaTOUHO 3aXMEJICIOT, Mbl
nokuHeM besnwiii Kamens. Hac mpuexaino Bocemb, 1 yeeT BoceMb. Majutipa 1oejieT ¢ HaMmu [0 Jieca,
a 3aTeM BEpHETCH B 3aMOK. He aymMalo, 4To KOMY-TO CTOUT 3HATH O €€ BO3BPAILICHUM.

— Ilymaete, oHa CMOKET MpOWTH He3amedeHHo ? K ToMy BpemeHu OyJeT CBeTaTh, — HAaUaJIbHUK
JBOPLIOBOM CTPAXKU HE YIEP:KaJICS OT YKOJIA.

— KoneuHo, oHa cMozkeT, — MupaHaa ycMeXHyJ1ach, o1apuB [ uieoHa B3I 0M, IOJIHBIM Mpay-
HOTo TopXkecTBa. — MiHadye Obl OHa He ObLIa TEMHBIM JTH(OM.

Ban 611 ycTpoeH B styummx Tpaauiusax imnepuu: ypieTHbie CTOBI JOMUIKCDH OT 3aKYCOK U
HAITUTKOB, 3aJ1 OBbUI MOJIOH MPUBOPHBIX M 3HATHBIX MMIIEPIIEB B POCKOIIHBIX OfieXkJax. Mrpas esnblii
OpKECTp, My3bIKa HE CMOJIKaJIa HU Ha MUHYTY. [ '0cTell pa3BiieKasy Iy Thl ¥ apTUCThI pa3HbIX KAHPOB.
Becenbe mapwio nosciony. ake Te, KTO HEC TPy3 TSKEIOW CUTYAIUM, Ka3aJloCh, 3apa3iIUCh STUM
BECeJIbeM U HaIlpOub 3a0bUTH O CBAIMBIIUXCS OeJax.

Dbl TOKE TAHLIEBATU U CMESUINUCh, €11 U [TUJIH, BBIAEAACH U3 MAcChl IECTPO OAETHIX UMIIEP-
1IeB TEMHBIMU OIeXKJaMH, OJIeIHON KOXEH M OCTPhIMU yIIKaMH. TpaJuIiMOHHbIE IS b(PHICKOTO
Mpa3JHUAKA TYCTON (PHOJIETOBBIA M YEPHBIN 1IBETA C BBHIIIUTON CepeOPSHBIMU HUTSMHU BSI3bI0 Maru-
YECKMX CHMBOJIOB BBIIJISIIENIM MSATHAMU YEPHWI Ha IBETHOM KOBpe. TEMHBIE 3J1b(bl BHI3bIBAIN Y
MMIIEPLEB CTPaxX M JIIOOOMBITCTBO. 3axMeJieBIlast 3HaTh 3a0bIBaJIa O CTpaxe M OTKPBITO MpUCTaBaja
K TEMHBIM ¢ pazroBopamu.

Mbannmpa crapanachk Aepxartbesi B TeHH. OHa He oOnajana THTYJIOM TIOCa W BIIEpBble ObLIa
Ha AuIuioMatudeckom npuéme. [loatoMy He 3Haa, YTO M KOMY TOBOPHTH, OCOOEHHO B HBIHEIITHUX
ycinoBuUsIX. OTMaxXuBaThCsl OT «BECENBIX M CMEJIBIX» IOHBIX UMIIEPIEB OHA ycTajla. XOTeJIOCh MPOCTO
BMa3aTh KOMY-HUOY/Ib TIPSIMO B HOC, YTOOBI HUKTO OOJIbIIIe He ITpUcTaBaj. KpuctraH nosiBuiics npsmo
U3 HUOTKY/IA, aB MOHSTh OUYEPETHOMY YXaXKEPY, YTOOBI OTBAJIHIL.

— Kaxk Bam 6an? — ['aza npuHIa Oriectesiv, HO B JbIXaHUX He ObUIO HU rpaMMa XMeJlsl.

— lIymHo 1 npimarh Hedyem, — Mai He Oblla cefiuac CKJIOHHA K TIPUIBOPHOMY STUKETY.

Kpuc mmpoko yabionyscs:

— Torzaa npeaiaraio conpoBOIUTH BaC HA CBEKUI BO3IYX.

M>n1 kMBHY/a U B35J1aCh 32 MPEJIOKEHHBI TPUHIEM JIOKOTb. JIerko JlaBupyst MexXy TaHIly-
fonmx 1 Oonrammx moaen, Kpuc mpoBen rocteio K OTKPHITON Teppace. Jlutap nmpoBoaui mapy
HACMEILJIMBBIM B3[JISIIOM, B KOTOPOM TI/ie-TO Ha JIHE CBEPKHYJ/Ia TOpeUb U HEMHOTO PEBHOCTH.

M>snmpa muia nox pyky ¢ KpuctmaHoM u Haciaxaanach CBEKUM HOYHBIM BO3AYXOM. 3[IECh,
B KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMKe, He XBaTaJIo MPOCTOpa, CBOOOIBI. BrICOKME CTEHBI CO3AaBaIM OIIyIIEHHEe Tec-
HOTO y1ienbsi. OOusMe KapTrH, HACTEHHBIX CBETHJIBHUKOB M MECTPBIX TOOEIEHOB pe3ay riasa. Poc-
KOIIIb U OOraTcTBO yOpaHCcTBa OyaTo JUILH K Koxe. Ceifuac JIETKHMIA BETEPOK OTOTHA HETIPUSATHBIC
omryenus. Ctajo Jierye Aplars.

Kpucrtuan BHUMaTenpHO HAOMOAAN 3a Mbduiikoi. Bech 1eHb, ¢ caMOro MOMeHTa, Koraa OH
3aMeTUJ1 €€ Ha rajepee Haj TPEHUPOBOYHO! IUIOIIAIKOM, IeBYIIKa HE JaBaja eMy Mokos. Tosbko
MIPUHI] HAYMHAJI AyMaTh O HEeH, KaK MO ero Teixy Oeraju Mypalikyd M KpoBb 3akumnana. OHa Oblia
kpacusa. He Tak, kak ux koponesa. MHaue. E€ BenmuecTBo cka3asna, 410 MaJ1 MHOIO IyTELIECTBYET.
CorHIle 1 CBeXHI BO3/IyX JOOABIIIM JEBYIIKe Kpacok. E€ koxka Obiia TeMHee. Purypa xpymkas mo
CpaBHEHHIO ¢ KpacaBullamMu MiMniepru. D10 BrieyatyieHrne BOIM3H Pa3Besioch: TeIO AMb(UIKU ObUTO
TpeHrpoBaHHBIM. HO B Hell ObUIO CTOJIBKO I'palliil U U3AIIECTBA, YTO CaMble U3HEKEHHbIE OapBIIITHU
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CaMBIX MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX CEMEICTB U OM3KO He cTosuin. EE TOHKMe masiblibl Ha crude CBOETO JIOKTS
Kpuc mor Obl epkath BCIO KU3Hb.

— 37ech Bcerja Tak IIyMHO? — roJIoc CIyTHHUIBI BHIPBAJ ITPUHLA U3 PA3MBIIUIEHUN.

— Hy, 310 *e 6a1. Pa3Be oH He MokeH ObITh TakuM? — Kprc ycMeXHyIIcs.

— 4 3Hat0, 4TO Takoe Oaj, — IeByIIKa C YIPEKOM MOCMOTpesIa Ha MPUHIIA ¥ aKKypaTHO yopasa
CBOIO JIJIOHb C €ro JIOKTSA. — $1 roBopio He 0 HEM. B BaiieM ropoze 1mymHo.

— D710 Beap cronuua. ’Ku3Hb, Becesbe, TOProBils, MpUe3kaionye... Tak ¥ JOKHO OBITb.

— Pa3pe? Ckaxxute MHe, IOHBIN MPUHII, BBI TJIe-TO OBIBAJIA, KPOME CBOCH CTOJUIIbI?

— Pazymeercs! He Tak nasneko, kak Bbl, KOHEUHO, — KpucTuaH He yaepxaics oT capkazMma.

— A myTemecTBOBaM Bbl, KOHEUHO, BEPXOM WUJIM B Kapere?

— Hy, koHeuHo ke, He nemkom!

W B 3TOT MOMEHT HEOO B30PBAJIOCH OIPOMHBIMU IBeTamMH. PeliepBepk B UecTh MPUOBITHS
NoCcONbCTBA ObUT MpeKkpaceH! PaHTaCTUYECKOe 3pesvIle MPOJOJIKAIOCH HIENbIX AeCATh MUHYT. Ma
3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha PA3HOIIBETHBIE CUSIIOIINE (DOHTAHBI UCKP.

Korpa camor orrpemen, Kpuc ormnsHyncs u He Hal€n cBoeil cnyTHMLIBL. BeipyraBuimcek, oH
Opocuiics K Teppace. Becenbe nponomkanock, roCTH BO3BPAIIAIKCh B 3aJ1. OIHAKO MPUHIL HE 3aMeTHUIT
HU OJIHOTO TEMHOTO TISITHA CPE/IN Becelsmxcs. 3HauuT, yuu. Koposns Toxe He Obuto B 3aie. Kpuc
MOCHELIWIT BO JBOP.

Bce Bocemb MocoB BO I71aBe ¢ KOposieBoll Mupanjioit cepianu sitmepoB. Kpuctran BHUMa-
TEJILHO OIVIsAbIBAJI rocTel, uia Mai. Ho B TeMHOTE B JOPO:KHOM OJ€K A€ U C HAKUHYTHIMU KaIIOIIO-
HaMM BCE OHM BbIIVISIEIN OJUHAKOBO.

— Kaxercs TBOW Apyr HEMHOIO pa3focaJoBaH HEyAaBIIMMCS CBUIAHHWEM, — IenHya Jlutap
Mbamumpe.

— He npyr u He cBuanuem, — Mai 3710 cBepkHyJia r1azamu. — He BeigymbiBail uenyxu. [Tpocto
MaJTBUMIIKA Ha(haHTA3UPOBAJ cebe Yero-To Tam.

— W Tem He MeHee BaM C HUM BJIBOEM MPEACTOUT JOITUH MyTh. .. OctopoxkHee, Mas, — Jlutap
TOPBKO YeMexHyJIcs1. — ’Ku3Hb moaei KopoTka. Hiuuem xopormM Takue yBiieueHrst OOBIYHO He 3aKaH-
yuBaotcd. Hu mia mopeit, Hu miist BeuHbix.

[Iporanue npoxoanao B MAaKCUMAJIbHO CKAaTOM PEKUME, ITOKA TOCTU B 3aJle HE OLIOMHMJIUCH.
Koponb DaBapa gonrux peuyeil roBOpUTh He CTajl. DJbgbl TOXKE HE TAHYIU C OThe310M. JIerko Bcko-
YMB Ha SIIIEPOB, BCAAHUKU TUXO HANPABUIIMCH K TOPOACKUM BopoTaMm. IIoKuHYB ropos, oHu OBICTPO
PacTBOPHIIUCH B HOYH.

— Wnu cnatse, ceiH, — DaBapn xiaonHya Kpuca no miedy. — He 3Hato, kKak gomor Oyaer TBOR
COH. A MBI ¢ TOOOH, — KOoposib 0bepHyicsa kK Hukonacy, — uném obparHo. Henmb3s mokuaath rocrei
B pasrap npasgHuka. Yro o Hac nogymaior?

I'mpeoHn mocMoTpest B CTOPOHY 3aKpbIBAIOIIMXCS TOPOJICKMX BOPOT, 3aT€M IMEPEBEN B3IJIsL Ha
Kpucrnana u B3n0xHyi1, nokauas ronoBoid. Hudero He ckasaB, OH IBUHYJICS cJie[JoM 3a Koposiem. Ho
y IpUHLA BO3HWJIO CTOMKOE OLIYIIEHHE, YTO HACTABHUK CEiYac Ha IUIeYM 3aKMHYJI MEIIOK 3€pHa,
Tak OHM y Hero noHukiM. Cam xe Kpuc ¢ Tpyaom coepkuBajcst oT TOro, 4toobl He OPOCUTHCS U3
ropoja npsimo cemyac.
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I'1aBa 2. B myTn!

Kpucruan ycrien nodparbcest 10 KpoBaTH, 3aKPbITh I71a3a U Jaxe Bpoze Obl IPOBAIUTHCS B COH.
Ho BoT gocMoTpeTs ero oH TOYHO He ycnelsl. Ero KTo-To Tpsc 3a meyo.

— Bemukue [IpeBnue! Kak moxHO Tak cnate! [la karamynsra KiraHoB MuMO TeOst IpORAET U
rapy ropoioB Pa3BaJIMTh YCIIEET, TIOKA ThI IIPOCHEMIBCS |

ITpuH ¢ Tpynom pasnenwi Bekd. Hukak oHM He XoTenu pa3MmblkaTbes. Be€ ero tenno kpuyasno
O TOM, 4TO eIlg He 00ej1, MOKHO OTCHIIaThesl nocie 6ana. Ho Man yxe Hecna KyBIIMH C XOJIOAHOH
BoJ0. Beutnts ero Ha cedst Kpuc He nain. C tpynoM, HO BeE ke cesl Ha KpoBaTh. Kadasich 13 CTOpOHBI
B CTOPOHY, BCE €€ B MOJTyCHE, OH HAIIPAaBUJICS K YMBIBAJIbHUKY.

— Bcé, nekorga! Ilotom KpacoTy HaBea€b, — 1b(UIKA CYHYJIA PUHILY CBEPTOK OEXK/Ibl U
COOpaHHYIO IOPOJKHYIO CYMKY.

ITpuHL nonsITascA 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO M3JI Tak Ha Hero MIsAHyJa, yTo Kpuc npeanoyén npo-
Mom4aTk. BeICTpo coOparbess He momydanoch, Man HepBHMYana. HakoHen mapeHb ObUI TOTOB K
BBIXOY. DJb(pUIKA BPyUMsIa EMY IPOCTYIO NEPEBA3b C HOKHAMU Y KWHXKAJIOM, CKPOMHBIN CEPbIV
IUIaIl] U3 KAaKOM-TO CTPAHHOM TKAaHU Y MOTAIWIIA 3aITyTAHHBIMY 3aMKOBBIMU KOPAZOPaMU K KaKOMY-
TO CJTy’K€OHOMY BBIXOJLY.

TemeHb CTOsIa KPOMEIIHAs, PAacCBETOM elI€ Jaxe He Maxjo. M3 yBepeHHO MpoOupasach
CKBO3b MPaK, HE 3akuras orus. JIume pa3 UM nonascs CTpaXkxHUK, JIEHUBO LIEAIINI 110 KOPUAOPY.
Dnbuiika OBICTPO BTSHYJIA TPUHLIA 32 YTOM, IPEAIOYNTAas OCTaBaThCs He3aMedeHHOM. [lasbiie myTh
0 3aMKY IpoIIENn 0e3 HeOKUIAHHBIX BCTped. Masuipa BeITAIIMIIa MTPUHLIA 32 TIEPBYIO CTEHY 3aMKa
Y HBIPHYJIa BO ABOP TOPTrOBOM JIABKH.

— 3HauuT, caymaid. Ceidyac Mbl HOMAEM IO YJIUMLAM MPSIMHUKOM 3a TOpOJCKUe cTeHsl. [lonaém
TUXO ¥ Mosya. Moyare Tl Beib yMeelb ?

Kpuc kuBnyn. Co3HaHMe IPOCHITANIOCh MEJJIEHHO, HO BEPHO.

— Xopouo. au cnenom 3a MHOM U He oTcTaBail. M He maim MHe TyT pykamu. § yxe Obuia B
BaIei opyxkerike. Med Jydmii u3 Toro, uto Tam 0bi10. Eny ToXe B3sia. [lepunst He Oyznet, nogymex
Toke. Bce€, renepsb nouuim. beicTpo, noka He paccseso.

Ha paccBere myTHHKM OBUTH 32 TOPOICKMMH cTeHaMu. [IpmioT UM nana HeOombinasi poiia, B
KOTOPOM, Cy/Is IO KOCTPHIILY, OCTAHABJIMBAJIMCH YacTo. Man pacciabutbes He no3pomia. K pasrapy
JIHs1, KOT/Ia TIPOCHETCS BECh 3aMOK, HY)KHO OBUIO YHTH Kak MOXHO jassbiie. [1osToMy ObICTpBIi 3aB-
TpaK XJIEOOM U CBIPOM — U B Ty Th.

[nu napasuiesibHO TIaBHOW JOPOre, YTOOB! He NIOMaAaThesl KPECThsIHAM U TOProBLaM, Clieylo-
MM B TOPOJ, ¢ TOBapoM. Dibduiika raana Kprucruana Bcé ObicTpee u ObicTpee, 4acTo MPUXOIUIOCh
NPUrHOaThCsl UM 3aMUpPaTh. Y K MOMyTHIO MPUHIL IIPOCTO BAJIMJICS OT YCTAJIOCTH.

— Croii, s1 6onbine He Mory! [axe I'upeon Tak He m3neBacs, — Kpuc cen npsiMo Ha 3eMITio.
JInto ero 6pUI0 KPACHBIM, OH TSDKEJIO IBIIIAL.

— Xopomo. bynem otapixath 10 Beuepa, UATH HOYbID. TOJNBKO TOWIEM 10 TeX KyCTOB. Tam
HeOosbIas peka. CMOKEIIb yMBITBCSI, OTAOXHYTh U MOCTIATh.

— OOs3atenbHO UATH HOYbI0? Y ouemy Mbl ckpbiBaeMcsi? B KoHIle KOHIIOB s IpuHIl! MHe HU
K 4eMy CKpblBaThcs!

— A KaK Tbl, IPUHLI, OOBSCHUIIIb MTOJJIAHHBIM, KaKO€e Yy/10 Te0s1 CHIOJIBUIJIO Ha ITPOTYJIKY B OOI1Ie-
CTBE TEMHOM Ib(PUMKH TaK JaJIEeKO OT cTonuibl? M, K CI0BY, Thl HE BHINIAAUIID Kak IpuHL. CKopee,
KaK COCTOSITEJIbHBIN KpecThsiHUH. Jla 1 Bps/ i TeOs1 BooO1Ie Bce B VIMIiepuu B JIMIO 3HAIOT.

— A 1oyemy HOYbIO-TO?

— Houslo moneit menslle, — orpesana Man. — Be€, He HOM, IPUHL, a TO TAKOE OILLYIIEHUE, YTO
MeHS HAHBKOM TMOCTAaBWJI, & HE IIPOBOJHUKOM.
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JIOCTUTHYB 3aBETHBIX 3apOCIIEN Y peKH, Mb(puiika No3BomiIa paccnaburses. Kpuc Tyt ke pyx-
HyJ1 Ha 3emunio. Horu rygenu, nuiio ropeso. M 1o em€ nepsblii ieHb He 3akoHunIcs. [Toka mpuHiL
OTIIEKUBAJICS, Malpa CKpblIack B KycTax. BepHysach OHa MpUMEPHO Yepes3 yac ¢ Mapoy 3aillieB.

— To1 uTO, HAKe OroHb He pa3Beén? — Maj ¢ gocanoi Opocuiia JOObIYY Ha TPaBy.

— Kakoii orons? — npoctonan Kpuc u nepesepHysics Ha OOK. 3eMIIsl Ka3ajiach TaKOW MSATKOR
¥ yaoOHOM 1ocrie OeleHoN TOHKH.

[TimoHyB Ha W3HEXEHHOTO CIYTHHUKA, 3Mb(HiiKa ObICTPO HaOpasia XBOPOCTa ISl KOCTpa, pas-
B€Jla OrOHb, OCBEXKEBAJIA 3aIIEB U Pa3MECTUJIA UX Ha MPYTUKaX HaJ OTHEM.

— M-M-M-M... Kak nmaxHer... — COHHBIM MIPUHIL €1 pa3jienu 1jla3a U CIJIOTHYJ CIIoHY. — A
MOXOE Ha KOILIEK.

— He xouemns — He enirb, — OypKHYJIa OXOTHHILIA.

— A yero He ceip? Ero MHOrO TYyT, 1 6€rarh Ha OXOTY HE HaJIO.

— MBbI He UTaeMcst MOJIOKOM, SIIEPHI ero He naiot. M oxora mHe B pagocts. U eme 3anomuu,
MIPUHIL: KTO HEe padoTaeT - TOT He ecT! X0ouelllb eCTh, OTPhIBAI CBOIO 3aJHUILY U TIPUHOCH TOJb3Y. 51
K TeOe B IPUCTYTY HE HAHMMAJIACh!

— JlanHo, nagHo, — Kprc npumupuTenbHO NMOAHAN PyKU. — 1 B OXOIBl HE XOOMII, OXOTHJICS
TOJIBKO Ha KopoJieBckoi oxote. C cobakamu, 3aroHIMKaMu, apoasieTaM ¥ BEpXoM Ha Jiomaau. Tak
410 Oy/y €cTh, UYTO AaAyT. Ecu 3TO He KOIIKH, KOHEUHO. DTO Xke He KOIMKH?

M>a1 MoTua cyHysia PHUHITY TIOJIOBMHY KPOJIMKA, TIOJIOBUHY B3siia U cebe. BTopoii octasncs Ha
YXKVH.

[Nocne Tpanessl an1b(uUiiKa aKKypaTHO coOpasia Bce KOCTOUKU M YHECIa Mojajblie. A BEpHYB-
IIKCh, JIETJIa Ha 3eMJII0, YKpbUIach IUIAIIOM M OTBepHYJach. Kak MpHMHIl HU NbITAJICS 3arOBOPUTD,
apdexTa He Obl10. HakoHel oH ocTaBmil Oe3ycrelHble OMbITKY U MOCIEI0BAN IIPUMEPY CITy THUIIBL.

Ha 3akate, HackOpo MOyKMHaB, IyTHUKY CHOBA JIBUHYJIUCH B ITyTh. VIATH OBLIO Jierde Oe3 Jiet-
HEro 3HOSI U COJIHLA HaJl FOJIOBOIL.

Ha tperwnii ieHb IyTH iepeBbsi POIAJIH, TPaBa CMEHWIIA IIBET C U3yMPYAHO-3€JIEHOr0 Ha Oypo-
BaThIi, a KyCTApHUK BCcTpevasics BCE pexe. To U 1eo cpeiy TpaBbl MOSBIISUIACH TIeCYaHble TIPOTLie-
kL. Jliony 371echk yxe He nonaaanuck. [Jaxke pa30odHUKH, KOTOPbIX M3 ctapatebHO 00X0oauia,
HECMOTps Ha TO, uTo KpHcy He Tepriesioch moka3aTh ceds B 0010.

[TpuHII 32 3TO BpeMsi HayumIIcsl pa3BoauTh KOCTEP. K Thxoi oxoTe okasascs, mpasja, He CIo-
coOeH. Tak uTo 31bduiika OblIa TOOBITYUUKOM, a UMIIepel] - XpaHuTesaeM odara. OT ycTajocTu pas-
roBapuBajid HeMHOro. Jla u BbIgaBaTh ceOsi OONTOBHEN B JIIOAHBIX MECTaX HE XOTEJOCh, a TIOTOM U
ITPUBBIKJIN. Xordg KpI/ICTI/IaHy OYC€Hb O MHOI'OM XOTEJIOCh CITPOCUTD, HO €TI0 PEAKNE HAUBHLIC BOIIPOCHI
YacTo OCTaBaJMCh Oe3 OTBETA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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