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KocTs, 0OBIYHBIN MaJIbUMK U3 CTAPOro J0Ma, OMHAXK/IBI Y3HAET, UYTO CTOJICTHHM
KaKTYC Ha ero MoJ0KOHHHMKE yMeeT pasroBapuBarh. Kaktyc mo nmenu CedacTbsiH
MOMHUT BCEX KWJIBIIOB M XpAaHUT TallHy oMa. BMecTe oHU paccienyioT Kpaxy
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HEOOBIYHOM CHITHL. Ipy3bsSM MPEICTOUT pa300JaurTh BOPOB, CIIACTU JOM U TTOHSATH,
YTO HACTOSIIee COKPOBHIIE — 3TO HE 30JI0TO, a APYyXk0a, BEPHOCTh U YMECHHE
cnymarth. JleTckas NpUKIII0YEHYECKas MOBECTh O Yy/IeCaX, KOTOPHIE KUBYT PSIAOM,
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I'naBa nepBasi, B KOTOPOH CTOJIETHUI KaKTYyC HapylIaeT TUImHy, a Kocrs
YyTb HE TaJaeT ¢ TabypeTKn

I'naBa BTOpas, B koropoii Kocts criyckaercsi B HoBajl U HAXOOUT TaM
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Yanag M.
T'oBopAIUNA KAKTYC M TAMHA CTApPOro AomMa

I'naBa nepBasi, B KOTOPO# CTOJIETHUI KAKTYC HAPyIIaeT
THmuHy, a KocTs 4yTh He nmajaer ¢ TadypeTku

oM HOMep cemb 1o yiawiie CanoBoii ObLT, OKaIYH, CAMBIM CTapbiM JIOMOM BO BCEM TOpOIE.
OH crosi1 B yOMHe ABOpPA, CIPATABIIKMCH 32 JBYMsI BBICOYEHHBIMH TOIOJSIMU, KOTOpBIE 10 Beye-
paM TIesiecTeNM Tak, OyATO MepecKa3bIBAIN JIPYT JIPYry Bce QBOPOBbIe ceKpeThl. CTEHBI JoMa ObLIH
CJIOKEHBI U3 TEMHO-KPACHOTO KMPIUYa, MECTAMU TIOKPBITOTO 3€JIEHOBATHIM MXOM, a KPBIIIIa, KpbITasi
CTapbIM KeJIe30M, Koe-T/ie MpopsKaBesia U HAIOMUHAJIA CIIMHY JAPEBHEr0 IPaKOHa, YCHYBILETO Cpear
SIOJIOHb U KYCTOB CUPEHH.

Kocre stot 1om HpaBuiics. EMy HpaBUIOCh BCE: M CKpHITyUast AePEeBSIHHAS JIECTHUIIA, KOTOpasi
Ha KaX/IbIA IIIar OT3bIBaJIaCh CBOMM OCOOEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM, M ITMPOKUI TIONOKOHHUK B UX KBapTHPE
Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, U Jaxe TO, YTO B MOAbE3/Ie BCerja Maxjo HEMHOTO MbUIbI0, HEMHOTO CYIIEHBIMU
SI0JIOKaMU ¥ el€ YeM-TO HEeYJIOBUMBIM, 4TO ObIBaeT TOJBKO B OYEHb CTaphix joMax. Kazasoch, cam
JOM MOMHWJI COTHU UCTOPUM, HO PAaCCKa3bIBaTh X HUKOMY He COOMpaCs.

Kocre 610 onuHHaauaTh Jier. OH HOCUT OYKU C TOHKOUM cepeOpUCTOil OMpaBoil, KOTOpbIe
IOCTOSIHHO CIOJI3aId Ha KOHYMK HOCA, OCOOEHHO KOIZa OH BOJIHOBAJICS MJIM YUTAJI YTO-TO OYEHD
uHTEpecHoe. Bosockl y Hero ObUTH TEMHBIE, BEYHO B3bEPOIIICHHbBIC, a HA JIEBOM IIIEKe, ONIVKe K YXY,
BU/IHEIACh MaJieHbKasi KOpUYHeBasi POJMHKA, KOTOPYIo 0alylllka Ha3blBala «OTMETKOU JIIOOOIIBIT-
ctBa». Kocts 1 npasia ObL1 ykacHO JIIOOOMBITHBIM. Ero MHTEpecoBaso BCE: mouemy CBETSTCS 3BE3/Ibl,
Ky/a JIeBaeTcsl BoJa U3 JIy’KH, IOYeMy COCEICKMU KOT Bapcuk XOmUT Mo KapHU3Y C TaKUM BUJIOM,
Oy/ITO OH XO3sIMH BCETro KBapTaja, U, KOHEUHO, MIOUeMY CTaphlil KAKTYC Ha MOJOKOHHUKE B MX KOMHATE
TaKOW KOJIIOUMH U TaKOM. .. CTPAHHBIM.

DTOT KaKTyC MOSBWICA B JIOME 3aJ0JIT0 JI0 TOro, Kak pogwica caMm Kocrs, u naxe 3a10mro
10 TOTO, KaK pojimiack ero Mama. baOyIika roBopuiia, 4To KakTyc AOCTaJICS el OT e€ COOCTBEHHOM
6a0y1IkH, a TOl — OoT e€ marepu. Tak 4To pacTeHUIO ObLIO HUKAaK HE MEeHbIlle CTa JieT. Boirsen
OH COOTBETCTBEHHO: TOJICTHIN, pEOPUCTBIA, TEMHO-3€JIEHBII CTBOJI, CJIETKA U30THYTHIN, OYATO KAKTYC
BCIO KM3Hb MTPUCITYIIUBAJICS K YEMY-TO, YTO IMPOMCXOIMIIO 32 OKHOM. Ha BepxyIlike y Hero topuaiu
pelKue, HO OUYeHb JUIMHHbBIE U OCTPhIe KOJIOYKHU, KOTOPbIE HA COJTHIIE OTJIMBAJIHU KEJTU3HOM, a B Mac-
MYpHBIE JTHU Ka3aJIMCh IOUTH YEPHBIMU. [ OPITIOK y KakTyca ObUT ITIMHSIHBIN, C OOTyNUBIIIEICS TI1a3y-
PbI0, Ha KOTOPO# KOT/1a-TO ObLIM HApUCOBaHBI cCHUE He3a0ynku. Cefiuac OT pUCYHKA OCTAJIUCH JIUIIh
OrenHble pa3Bobl, HO KOCTs BCE paBHO CUMTAN TOPILIOK KPACUBBIM.

KakTyc crosi1 Ha monokoHHKKe B KoMHaTe Koctu, B camoMm yrity, Oike K OKHY, BHIXOASIIEMY
BO J1BOp. KocTs yacto cuzien psiioM ¢ HUM Ha CTapoM JIepeBSIHHOM TalypeTe, ejajl ypOKHU WU IPOCTO
cMOTpe Ha yauily. MlHoraa emy Ka3anoch, 4To KakTyc Toxe cMOTpUT. Hy, He TO 4ToObl CMOTPUT —
y Hero Beib He ObLI0 T1a3. Ho ObUI0 B HEM YTO-TO TaKoe, KaKoe-TO MOIYaJIMBO€ BHUMAaHUE, CJIOBHO
pacTeHue MPUCITyIINBAETCs K KaXIOMY CJIOBY, K KaKI0MY IIOPOXY, K Kax) oMy miary B gome. Kocrs,
KOHEYHO, HUKOMY 00 9TOM He roBopuJ1. 3acmetor. CkaxyT: BeyiyMiuk. Ho wHoraa, ocraBasich OfiuH,
OH TMXOHBKO pasroBapuBal ¢ KakTycoMm. [Ipocto Tak, 4ToObl He ObLJIO CKYYHO.

— Hy uro, 3enéHsiii, Kak ena? — cpocuil OH KaK-TO BEYEPOM, YCAKUBASICh HA MOJOKOHHUK
C KHKKOU TTpo mupatoB. — OMSTh BeCh ICHb CTOSUI, MMbLTb COOMpa?

Koneuno, kakryc momuyan. OH Bcerga momyan. Ho Kocre kaszanoch, 4Tro MomyaHue y HEro
Kakoe-To 0COOEHHOe, He MyCToe, a 3aayMmunBoe. Kak Oy/To OH BOT-BOT UTO-TO CKaKeT, HO HE pellla-
eTcs.
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3a okHOM TemHeno. Toross 3amienecTesi rpoMye, 1Mo ABOPY MpoOeskas TEMIbIN JIETHUIA BeTe-
POK, IPUHOCS 3ariax HarpeTo 3a JIeHb 3eMJIM U PaCITyCTUBIIEHCs cupeHd. B kBapTupe ObLIo THXO:
Mama yIjla Ha HOYHOE JIe)KypCcTBO (OHa paboTania MeicecTpor B TOPOICKOU OOJbHUIE), a OadyIIKa
CMOTpeJia TeJIeBU30p B CBOEW KOMHATe, HO 3BYK Jiejlajla COBCEM THXO, 4TOObl He Memiath Kocre.
CrpiHO OBUIO TOJIBKO, KaK HAa KyXHE KalaeT KpaH: Karl-Kar-Karl. [la emé XonoauabHUK BpeMsi OT
BpPEMEHU HauMHAaJl yp4aTh, KaK CTapblid JOOPOAYIIHbINA 3BEPb.

KocTst OTKpbUT KHUTY, HO YUTATh HE XOTEJIOCh. B TOJI0BY J1€3711 BCSIKME MBICIU. Y TPOM OH CITbI-
aJl, Kak BO JABOpE cocenka, TeéTs Bans, pyranach ¢ KeM-To 1o TeseOHy: FOBOpUJIa, YTO y He€ u3
KBapTUPBI IPOMaa Kakasi-To CTApUHHAs IKATy/IKa. By/aTo Obl 9Ta IIKaTy/IKa CTos1a y He€ Ha KOMOJIe,
MO/ KPY>KeBHOU cayipeTKo, U BOT — ucyedna. Kocts He oueHb MoHsI, B 4éM Jeso, HO TETs Bans
KpUyaja Tak TPOMKO, 4TO OBUIO CIIBIIIHO JIake yepe3 3aKkpbiToe OkHO. OHa ToBOpHIIA YTO-TO PO
«(haMIITBHYIO TICHHOCTh» U «IIpa0a0yIIKUHY MaMsITh». KocTs Toraa nmogymait: BOT Obl HAWTH 3Ty IITKA-
TyaKky! Bot 6put0 Ol ipukimouenre! Ho motom oH oTBnékes Ha Bapcuka, KOTOPBIN Kak pa3 B 3TOT
MOMEHT HAIJIO CTAaIl[MJI COCUCKY CO CTOJA Y TBOPHUYIMXHU, U 320bLTT 00 TOM.

Tenepp ke, cujsi Ha TIOJOKOHHUKE, OH CHOBA BCIIOMHMJI MPO IIKaTYJKy. MIHTepecHo, Kakas
oHa? Moxer, epeBsiHHas1, C pe3HbIMU y30pamu? W metasuimyeckas, ¢ CEKpPETHBIM 3aMOYKOM? A
yTO B Heil jexano? Térs Bansa He ckazana, 4YTO UMEHHO IPOMNAJIO BMECTE CO IMIKaTyIKoh. Moxer,
TaM ObUTH cTapuHHBIE MOHeThl ? Vimn nuckma? Vinu pparouennoctu? Kocrs B3noxnys. TaitHb Bceraa
MaHWJIY €ro, HO OOBIYHO OHU MTPOMCXOIMIIU HE C HUM, a IJIe-TO B KHWKKAX WM KUHO. A TyT — MPSMO
B COCEJJHEeU KBapTupe.

— Bort bl y3HaTh, KTO €€ B3s1)I, — MPOOOPMOTAJ OH, IS HAa KaKTyc. — Tbl, HABEpHOE, MHOTO
4ero BUEN 3a CTo JieT. Ecm Obl Thl yMe rOBOPUTb. . .

N Tyt npomn3onuio HedTo takoe, ot 4yero Kocrs 4yTh He cCBaJIMIICS C MOJOKOHHMKA.

— A TbI JyMaelllb, 51 He yMel? — pasfajics BAPYT TUXMil, CKPUITyUUi royoc, MOXOXKUN Ha
HIEJIECT CyXUX JIUCTHEB.

Kocrs 3amep. KHura BbICKOSIB3HYJIA Y HETO U3 PYK M C MATKMM CTYKOM ymnajia Ha noin. OH
ycTaBWJICS Ha KakTyc. Kaktyc crosin HernoaBrukHO. B KoMHaTe ObU10 THXO0. TONBKO XONMOAUIBHUK Ha
KyXHE CHOBa 3aypyall.

— D710 TH?.. — mpomenTan KocTs, 9yBCTBYS, Kak MO CIIMHE TPodekas XomoaoK. — Thl cell-
yac. .. ropopui’?

Kakryc He orBetmi1. Kocts mpoTép r71a3a, monpaBuiI OYKH, YIMUIHY cedst 32 pyKy. BonibHO.
3Haunt, He cruT. OH OCTOPOXKHO CJIe3 ¢ TIONOKOHHHMKA, OOOIIEN BOKPYT TOpIIKa, 3arysHy/I 3a Hero,
Haxe MPUTOIHSUIT 3aHABECKY — BJIPYT TaM KTO-To cripstasicsi? Ho 3a 3aHaBecKo# ObLIO MyCTO, TOJBKO
MIBUTH U JIOXJIasi MyXa Ha MOJIOKOHHUKE.

— HagepHnoe, nocnpimanock, — nmpodopmoTtai Koctsa. — Wim 31o TeneBusop y 6aOyIiku.

OH MoAHs KHUTY, cell Ha TadypeT U NonbITaics: YuTaTh. Ho OyKBBI IpBITasiv Mepej r1a3amu.
EMy Bc€ BpeMsi Ka3asioch, 4YTO KakTyc cMOTpUT Ha Hero. Her, mpaena cmotput! Ho y Hero ke Her
rna3! Kocts cHoBa mocMotpen Ha pacterue. OObIUHBIN KakTyc. Komouky, 3eJ€HbIH CTBOJ, TOPILIOK
¢ HezaOyakamu. Hudero HeoOsraHoro. Ho romoc. .. Toimoc 6buT cmmkoM oTYETMBBIM. CIUIIIKOM
HACTOSLIUM.

— JlagHo, — ckazan Kocts cam cebe, — HaJ0 MEHBIIIe YUTaTh Ha HOYb MTPO TIPUBHUICHHA.

OH cHOBa yTKHYJICSI B KHHUTY, HO Yepe3 MUHYTY He BbIIEPKaJl U CIIPOCHIT:

— B, Kakryc. Ecim Tl ymMeelb ToBOpUTb, CKaXU YTO-HUOYAb elie.

TumrHa. TompKo KpaH Ha KyXHe: Karl-Karl-Karl.

KocTst mocuzen e HeMHOro, 3aTeM MosKaJjl IUieYaMy U OTJIOKUIT KHUTY. Hago ObLIo JTOKUTHCS
crath. 3aBTpa B mKoimy. OH yke BCTall ¢ Tabypera, MOTSHYICS, KaK BAPYT CHOBA YCIBIIIAT TOT e
TroJIoC, HO Terephb OH 3By4Yasl OTUYETIMBEE U UyTh IPOMYE:

— He cniermn, Koctuk. Ham ¢ 106011 Haj1o moroBoputs. [leno BaxkHoe.
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Tenepp Koctst moanpeirayn Ha Mecre. ['onoc TouyHO 11€n OT NofoKoHHKUKa. OH He TOHOCUIICS
HU U3-32 OKHA, HU U3 coceJHEN KOMHAThI. OH pOXAAJICs MPSIMO 3/1€Ch, PSAAOM C IIMHSHBIM TOPILIKOM.
Kocrst MmeyieHHO NOBEpHYIICS K KAKTYCYy.

— D70 BCE-TaKM Thl, — CKa3as oH menotoM. — Ho kak?.. KakTycsl He pa3roBapuBaior. 910
HEBO3MOXXHO!

— MHoroe B 3TOM /I0M€ HEBO3MOXXHO, — Mpoluesectes roinoc. — OAHAKO MPOUCXOIUT.
Cauch-Ka, He CTOU cTOIOOM. Y MeHs OT TBOEro BHa KOJMIOUKHU BSHYT.

Kocrs, BcE emé He Bepst CBOMM yIiaM, ormycTuiicsl Ha Tabyper. OH CMOTpelT Ha KakTyC BO BCe
raza. Tor ocraBajics Ha BUJI COBEPIIEHHO OOBIUHBIM, HO Tereph KocTe Kas3anoch, 4To ero 3enéHas
MOBEPXHOCTD CJIeTKa MOojiparuBaer, OyaTo pacTeHHe JBIIINT.

— Twot HacTosimuii? — cnpocut Koctst. — Wnm 51 comén ¢ yma?

— Ecnu Obl THI comién ¢ yma, st Obl IEpBbIN 3aMETHII, — OTBETUJI KakTyc. — $1 CTOI0 TYT CTO
TPUALIATh CEMb JIET. 3a 9TO BpeMs s BUJIEN CTOJIBKO CyMacCILIeIIINX, CKOJIBKO Thl 32 CBOIO KH3Hb HE
Bujie. Thl TOKa B CBOEM yMe. XOTs BUJ1 Y TeOsl, KOHEUHO, IJTyTIOBAThIM.

Kocrst oTKkpbUT pOT, 3aKpblI, CHOBA OTKPBUL. EMy XOTenoch 3ajaTh MWIJIMOH BOIPOCOB: Kak
ThI ToBOpHIIL? [louemy panbitie Momuan? I[Moyemy nmenno ceituac? Tol BommeOHbi? TeOst KTO-TO
3akonpoBa? Tel ymeers xonuth? Tebe HyxHa Boga? Ho Bce cioBa Kyma-To pasoexanrick. HakoHerr
OH BBIJIaBUIL:

— Cro Tpuanars ceMs Jiet? badyika ropopuia — CTO.

— Babyka TBOs1, KOHEYHO, J0Opast JKEHIIMHA, HO CYMTATh HE yMeeT, — IPOBOPYAIT KaKTyC. —
MeHs1 ocaiuii B ThICSTYa BOCEMBCOT BOCEMBIECST CEILMOM TOfly. A el 9TOro 3HaTh He 0053aTENIBHO.
Brpouem, o mudpax norom. Ceituac BaskHee APYroe.

Koctst motép 1106. B Brckax crydasno. OH Bcé eie He MOT OBEpUTh, UYTO CUAUT M Pa3rOBaprBaeT
¢ pacrernneM. Ho royoc 611 TAKUM CITOKOMHBIM, JIEIOBUTHIM, HEMHOTO BOPWIMBBIM, YTO 3TO ITOYEMY-
TO YCIIOKauBaJIo.

— A Kak 1e0s1 30ByT? — CIPOCHII OH.

— 30ByT? — KakTyc 3aaymMaics. — Jliony oObIYHO 3BaJiM MEHSI IMPOCTO «KaKTyC». HekoTopbie
— «KoJouka». OgHa JeBOYKa, JIET CTO Hazaj, 3Bajla MeHA 3enéHbeiM Hsapkoii. Ho ecim xouenn,
MOXeIlb 3BaTh MEHS. .. M-M-M... CebacThsH.

— CebactpaH? — niepecnipocuit Koctsi. — A mouemy Cebactbsin?

— Kpacuoe nms. Ycibliman Kak-To OT OJHOTO rocTs 31oro goma. OH 4uTajl BCIyX KHUTY, a
s1 3anoMHuI. Tebe He HpaBUTCS?

— Hpasurcsa, — yectHo ckazan Kocrsa. — [Ipocto HeoxugaHHo. S 1ymain, KakTyChl Ha3bIBAIOT
Kak-HHOyp nonporie. Hy, Harpumep, Komouka mim 3enéHblil.

— ¢ ciuikoM crap A1 TAKMX UMEH, — C JJOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETHJI KakTyc. — CebacTbsiH —
B caMblii pa3. BHyIiaeT yBaxeHue.

KocTst HeBombHO yibiOHYscs. CTpax MOHEMHOTY OTCTYIAJI, YCTYIast MECTO JKIydeMy JIIOOMbIT-
ctBy. OH IpUIBUHYJICS ONMKE.

— Caymait, CeGacTbsiH, a IOYeMy Thl 3arOBOPHJI UMEHHO ceidac? Thl Be/ib CTOJIBKO JIET MOJI-
yaJl.

KaxkTyc cierka nokaunyscsi, XoTsi BeTpa B KOMHate He ObLIO.

— IMotomy yto ciyumiacek 6eia, — cKa3asl OH TUX0. — B 3ToM JoMe coBepIlieHO MpecTyTiie-
Hue. U He npocroe. YKpaJeHa Belllb, KOTOpasi XpaHUT BakHbI cekpeT. U eciu €€ He BEpHYTh 10
KOHIIa HEJIeJIN, MOKET IPOU30MTH HENOIIPaBUMOE.

V Koctu Mypariku nodesxanu no koxe. OH cpa3y BCIIOMHWJ yTPEHHUH pa3roBop 1€t Bam.

— Ilkarynka! — BockJMKHYJ1 OH. — CrapuHHas mKarynka, ga? f caeiman, Téra Bans kpu-
yaJia, 4yTo y He€ npomnajia (pamMusibHas MIKaTyjKa.
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— Tuxo! — 3ammmnen kakryc. — He kpuuu. balGymiky pa3zOyauiis. [Ja, peub IMEHHO O HEl.
Ho Bc€ ropaszno ceppé3Hee, uem Kaxercs. JTa MIKaTy/lKa He pocTo crapas Bemuia. OHa cBs3aHa
¢ camum JoMoM. C ero TaiiHOW.

— C kakoii TaiiHon ? — cripocri Koctst mEmoTom, 9yBCTBYS, Kak cepaie 3aKOJIOTHIOCH ObICT-
pee.

— Jlonro pacckaspiBaTh, — YKJIOHUYMBO 0TBeTU CebacTbsin. — Ho ecnum kpartko: 10M HOMep
ceMmb 10 yiuie CaioBoii crout Ha ocodoMm Mecte. [Tox HUM, rTyOOKO B 3eMile, €CThb TO, UTO He JOJIKHO
TIOTIacTh B UyKME PYKH. A IIKaTyJka — Kimod. Minu, BepHee, yacTp kiova. f moka u cam He Bcé
noHumaio. Ho 3Hato oHO: eciu mikaryska Mnonajier K ToMy, KTO 3HaeT €€ MCTUHHYIO LIEHHOCTb, —
ObITH Oegie.

KocTs cirymian 3ataus apixanue. 3a OKHOM yke COBCeM cTeMHero. JIyHa BhIIsiHy 1a n3-3a 001a-
KOB U 3aJI1JIa KOMHATy cepeOpUCThIM CBeTOM. TeHH OT paMbl OKHa MEpEevYepKHYIM MO, a KaKTyC B
9TOM CBETe KazaJics el Oonee 3araouHbIM.

— U xr0 *e e€ ykpan? — crpocun Kocrs.

— Bort 310 HaM ¥ npeACTOUT BBISICHUTD, — OTBeTHI CedacTbsiH. — 1 BUIeN U CIIBIIIAT MHO-
roe, HO IPOILJION HOYBIO, KOrja IMpou30IIlia Kpaxa, 5, Kak Ha3no, 3aapeMai. CTapocTb, 3Haellb JIH.
Komouku yxe He Te, coH kperue. Ho koe-uto g Bce xe 3amerni. M y MeHs ecTh O03peHHU .

— Kakue? — Kocrs nogasicst Biepé.

— TMoromu. Beemy cBoé Bpemsi. CHavasa st OJKeH YOeAUThCs, 4TO TeOe MOKHO JIOBepsTh. U
YTO Thl FOTOB IOMOYb. JI€/10 3TO HellyToyHoe. Bo3MokHO, NpuAETCs Ja3uTh MO MoABaJIaM, MOACITY-
IMBaTh, CIeAUTDb. Thl HE U3 MYTJIUBBIX ?

Kocrs pacnipaBui rieun.

— 4 He u3 nmyrumBbIx! f, ecau Xodelb 3HAaTh, MPOLUIBIM JIETOM OJUH Y€pe3 CTPOMKY XOAWI,
rae codaku oponsar. M Hudero.

— Crpoiika ¢ cobakamu — 3T0, KOHEYHO, cepbE3Ho, — ycMexHyiicst CedactbssH. — Ho 31ech
MOXeT ObITh oracHee. Bop — KTO-TO M3 KWIIBIIOB WM TOT, KTO UMEET JOCTYH B oM. VI OH MOXkeT
MOWTH Ha BCE, YTOOBI JIOBECTH JIEJIO 10 KOHIIA.

— Ilyctp TobKO MOTpobyeT! — xpadpo 3asBui Kocts. — 1 ero ObICTpo BhIBeqy Ha YHCTYIO
BOLY.

KaxkTyc cHoBa nmokaunysics. Ha atot pa3 Kocre nokasasnock, 4To oH 0400pUTETbHO KUBHYIL.

— Xopomo. Torga ciaymaii. { pacckaxy Tede To, UTO 3HaI0. A 3aBTpa HAYHEM JICHCTBOBATD.
TobKO MOMHU: HUKTO HE JA0JIKEH 3HATh, UTO 51 YMEI0 FOBOPUTH. DTO Halll ceKpeT. Eciu moau y3Haiot,
HayHETCA Takoe... B oOmeM, OyayT Toiabko Memath. M eme: He B3ayMail HUKOMY paccKa3biBaTh O
Hamem pacciegoBanuu. [laxe 6a0ymke. daxe mydremy npyry. [Tonsn?

— Ions, — kuBHYN Kocts. — Cekper Tak cekpeT. 51 ymelo XpaHUThb TaiiHbl.

— Bor u ommmuHo. Torga ciymail ucropuio 3toro goma. BepHee, To, 4To £ ycnen y3HaTh 3a
CTO TPUILIATH CEMB JIET.

N CebactbsiH Hava paccKa3bpiBaTh. [ 0JI0C €ro, TUXWIA U IIEJIECTAIIMIA, CIOBHO BETep B CTApO
JmuctBe, yBoawi KocTio Bc€ nasbliie B rpouuioe. JIoM HOMEp ceMb, OKa3bIBAETCS, IIOCTPOUI B KOHIIE
AEBATHALIATOrO BeKa Kyrell 1o (pamumu ['pomos. Kymer Ob11 60rathlii, HO, Kak BOAUTCS, CO CTPaH-
HocTsMU. OH yBJIEKaJCsl BCIKUMH TAallHBIMU HayKaMu, aJIXUMHUEH, CTApPUHHBIMHM KapTaMu U JIeTeH-
namu. [loroBapuBaiu, 4To Ha MeCTe 3TOrO JJOMa KOIZa-TO CTOSUIO JPEBHEE Kaluile, a Mof 3eMJIEN
OCTaJIUCh XO/bI M TIOTaliHble KOMHAThI. Kyner [']poMOB sIKOObI HAIIEN OIMH M3 TAKUX XOIOB U CIIPSITAI
TaM YTO-TO OUYEHb LIEHHOE. A YTOOBI HAITH 3TO MECTO, HyXKHO OBUIO MMETh OCOOBII KJTIOU — IITKa-
TYJKY, BHyTPY KOTOPOW XpaHWJIACh KapTa WM HEUTO MOAO0OHOE.

— Ho mikarynka He y camoro I'pomoBa 6bu1a, — ripogomkan Cedactbsin. — OH oTaas e€ cBoei
JaJibHEl POICTBEHHMIIE HA XpaHeHue. Ta Kuja B 3TOM Ke JIOMe, TOJIBKO B Apyrom noxabesze. Llnu
rofibl, IOM NEPEXOIWII U3 PYK B PYKHU, KUJIbLIBI MEHSJIMCh, HO IIIKATyJIKa OocTaBanach B ceMbe. [Toka
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He 1onaja K TBoel cocesike, Tére Bane. OHa — mocnenHsas u3 poga [ poMOBBIX, XOTS cama 00 3ToM
naxe He JoraapiBaercs. Jlymaer, HKaTy/IKa MpoCTO CTapUHHAs ceMeiHasl Belllb, U BCE.

— A d4ro B Hel'? — cnpocuit Kocrsi.

— He 3Haio Touno. Hukorna e€ He oTkpbiBal. Ho ciblimas, Kak cTo JieT Hazaj npadadka TéTu
Banu roBopuiia, 4To B MIKATYJIKE JIEKUT «ITyTEBOAHAS HUTh». UTO 3TO 3HAYUT — yMa He TPUIOKY.
Moxer, kapTa, MOXeT, cTUX-3arajgka. Ho oqHo sicHO: 0e3 3Tol «HUTH» TIOI3EMHBIN X0/ He HAWTH.

— A 3a4eM KOMY-TO MCKaThb Moa3eMHbIl xo? — yausuics Kocrsa. — Yto Tam Takoro LeH-
HOro?

— T'oBopio *xe: kyner| [ poMOB cripsTal TaM CBOE INIaBHOE COKposHile. He nmpocro neHsru umm
3o5oto. Heuro ropazmo 6onee BaxkHoe. UTo MMEHHO — TOYHO He 3Haw. Ho B loMe Bceria Xomuim
CITyXH, YTO TIOJl 3eMJIEH CIIPATaH «UCTOYHWK», KOTOPBIN UCTIONHSET kelaHusA. M 4ro-To B 3TOM
porne. Jlionu modaT BeIIyMbIBaTh. HO pa3 BOp yKpasl MIKAaTyJKy, 3HAUUT, OH B 3TU CIIyXH BepuT. U,
BO3MOXHO, 3HaeT OOJIbIIIE HAC.

Kocts noéxwicsi. 3a OKHOM BeTep HIBBIPHYJI TOPCTh JIUCThEB B CTeks10. EMy BApyr crasio He
o cebe. EmeE yrpoM oH KU1 0OBIYHON JKU3HBIO: IIKOJIA, YPOKH, KOT Bapcuk, KHIKKA TIPO MUPATOB.
A Temnepb CUIUT U CIIyIIaeT paccKka3 CTOJETHEro KakTyca O MOJA3eMHBIX XOax U COKpoBHInax. Kak
B HACTOSIIIIEM JIeTeKTHBe !

— W 4t0 %e Thl BUjes MPOIIIONH HOYbIO? — HAITIOMHIJI OH.

— 4 xe ckazaim: 3aapeman. Ho nmepen TeM Kak yCHYTb, CHbIIAT B Nogbe3ae maru. Kro-to
MoAAHMMAJICSl Ha BTOpoil aTaxk. [lotom Tuxuit ckpun. [Totom cHOBa 1maru — yxe BHU3. A yTPOM TETS
Basg noassna mym.

— MoxerT, 310 OBUT KTO-TO U3 cocefieit? — npeanonoxui Kocrs.

— Moxer. A Moxert, 1 4yxkoi. Ho BOT 4TO CTpaHHO: B IOMe €CTh cTapasi JBephb B MOABAJL
OHa Bcerjia 3arepra Ha BUCSIYMIA 3aMOK. A CErofHsI yTPOM sI 3aMETWJI, YTO 3aMOK BUCUT HE TaK, Kak
00BIYHO. ByATO €ro OTKphIBaJIM, a TIOTOM IMOBECHIM 00OPAaTHO, HO Brionbixax. [ToHnmaenis?

Kocrst kuBHy1.

— 3Ha4MT, BOp MOT 3aiTH yepe3 noasa?

— BosmoxHo. [Togsas aToro joma — Mecto TEMHOE U 3armyTaHHoe. OTTyaa UIyT XO4bl MO/
BceM J1BopoM. Eciu 3Haemb 4opory, MOKHO BHITH B COCEHEM MEpeyJIKe WM Jaxe B cTapoM (piiu-
rejsie, rje cenyac KJaaJoBKU. Sl MHOTO pa3 Ciiblllal, KaK JIOAW XOAWIM TaM, MOJ MOJIOM.

YV Koctu 3aropenucs riasa.

— Tak Hago HeMeJIeHHO CITYCTUThLCS B MOABAT U Bc€ ocMoTpeTh! HaBepHsika Tam ocTaiuch
ciefpl!

— He criern, ropstuast ronoBa, — ocaaui ero CebdactbstH. — Houblo Tyga coBaThest HENb3SI.
Mauio nu k10 Tam Opoaut. [la u 6a0yiika TBOsi OyJIeT BOJTHOBATHLCS, €CJIU Thl HCUE3HEIIb CPEeIH HOUM.
3aBTpa, MocJjie MIKOJIbI, KOrJa CBETII0, MbI BCE 0OlyMaeM | peluMm, Kak JeicTBOBaTh. A ceiiuac Tede
ropa crarb.

Kocts xoten Bo3pa3uth, YTO CllaTh €My COBCEM HE XOYETCs, HO BJAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
CWJIBHO ycTaul. [ 1a3a cammnanuce, B ToJIoBe BCE CMEIIAIOCh: M IKATYJIKa, U MOJ3EMHBIE XO/Ibl, U KyIeLl
I'pomoB, 1 Bopuarnuii kKaktyc. OH 3eBHYII

— Jlagno, — cornacuics oH. — Ho 3aBTpa MbI 00s13aTeIbHO HAYHEM paccienoBanue. O0e-
naenib?

— Oo6eman, — orBetrn CedacTbsiH. — A Tenepb cTynail. M moMHu: Hall pa3roBop — TaifHa.

Kocrsi k1BHYyJ, Moxkenan KakTycy CIIOKOMHON HOYM M OTHPABWIICS YMbIBAaThCs. YKe JIEXKa B
KpOBaTH, OH JIOJIr0 CMOTPEJ Ha CHIIy3T KakTyca Ha ¢hoHe okHa. JIyHa ocBellasna ero, u Ka3ajaoch,
YTO pacTeHHe cjerka cBeTutcs M3HyTpHu. Kocts ynpioHyncsa. OH HUKOTAA He Aymall, 9To ero KU3Hb
TaK KPyTo M3MeHUTCsA. EmE Buepa oH ObUT OOBIYHBIM MAJIBUMIIKON, a CETOIHs Y HEero ecTh TaiHa,
TOBOPSIIMI KaKTYC U HACTOSIIIEEe pacciieJOBaHKE.

— Bor 310 512, — mporenTai oH, 3ackinas. — BoT 310 1a. ..
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Yrpom KocTio pazOyaui rpoMKui cTyk B iBepb. OH BCKOUMII C KPOBATH, HE Cpa3y cOOOpasuB,
rae Haxoautcs. B komHare 66110 cBenio. CONHIE yKe MOAHSIIOCH U 3aIMBAJIO BCE KENTHIM TEIUIBIM
cBeToM. KakTyc cTosis1 Ha MOJOKOHHUKE, KaK HU B YEM He OBIBAJIO, U BBITJIS/IET COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIY-
HeIM. KocTsl 1ake Ha cekyH]ly ogyMaJl, YTO BCE BUepaliHee eMy MprUcHUIOCh. Ho motoM oH BCrioM-
Hu royioc CebacTbsiHa, €0 pacckas Mpo JIOM, IMOABA U IIKATYJIKY — U TI0 CITUHE MPOOeKat mpH-
SITHBIA XOJIOJIOK.

— Kocruk, BcraBait! — paszmancs us-3a 1Bepu 0aOyIIKWH rojioc. — B mikomny onospaeris!
3aBTpak yKe Ha CTOJe.

Koctst 6bIicTpO 0fiesics, cTapasch He CMOTpeTh Ha KakTyc. EMy XOTesioch MoJoiTH 1 CIIPOCHUTS:
«ToI 3mech? Thl moMHUIIIL Halll pa3zroBop?» Ho oH caepskasics. Bopyr 6adymika yenbimmr? [Tostomy
OH TPOCTO TUXOHBKO MOMaxaj KakTycy pykou. W, kaxercs, TOT eBa 3aMETHO Ka4HYJICSI B OTBET.

3a 3aBTpakom Kocts nmoutu He ciayman 6adymky. OHa 4To-TO pacckasbiBasia mpo TETo Baito,
PO MIIMIIUIO, KOTOpasi Ipre3kaja Buepa Be4epoM, Ipo To, YTO B JOME Terephb Bce Ha HepBax. Kocts
MaIIMHAJILHO KeBaJl OBCSIHKY U JiymMall 0 cBOEM. EMy He Tepresioch MocKopee oKa3aThCsl HaeJUHE C
CebacThsIHOM M PacCIpPOCUTD €TO0 O TIJIaHE.

— ThI cerogHs Kakou-TO paccestHHbIN, — 3aMeTria 6adyiika. — He Boicnasicsi?

— Hewmnoro, — npusnascsa Kocrs. — Jlymain o... 00 ogHOM fedie.

— O kakom 310 Jienie? — Baly1ika ¢ ToOO0MbITCTBOM IMOCMOTpEsIa Ha HEero MoBepX OYKOB.

— Jla Tak, epynia. O gomaiHeM 3aJaHuu.

Balymika rnokavasa ronoBoii, HO HU4ero He ckaszaa. Kocts OpIcTpo Jonmi yai, CXBaTUJI PIOK-
3aK Y BBICKOYMJI B IPUXOKYI0. OOyBasich, OH BIIPYT YCIIBIIIIAI 32 CIIMHOM JETKUii mopox. O0epHycs
— HUKOrO. TOJIbKO COTHEUHBIE 3alYMKH TUISIITYT Ha CTeHaX.

— 310 TBI, CebacThsiH? — MPOIIETITAII OH.

Ortgera He nociie[oBaso, Ho KocTs ObUT yBepeH, YTo KaKTYC ero CIIBIIIT. BO3MOXHO, TOBOPHUTH
P MOCTOPOHHUX OH HE MOXET WK He XoueT. JlagHo.

Beriig Ha nectHruHy0 TUTOmanky, Kocrst ocranoBuics. [logbesn ObUT cTaphiii, C BHICOYCH-
HBIMU MOTOJIKAMU U JIEITHUHOM, KOTOpasi MecTaMu ochinajiach. [1axiio, kak Bceraa, mbulblo U CYIIE-
HBIMU s105I0kaMu. Ha mormanake HarpoTus xwia Té1s1 Bans. E€ neepsb Oblla MPUOTKPHITA, M OTTY/AA
JIOHOCHUJICSI HETPOMKMIA pa3roBop.

Kocts naBoctpun ymu. OH y3HaI rojoc T€tu Bajim — oHa roBopujia ¢ KeM-To 1o Tesiepony
WIH, MOXET, C COCEIKOU.

— Tl'oBopio TeGe, — B3BOJTHOBAHHO INIENTasla OHA, — IIKATYJIKA CTOsUIa Ha KOMOJE, TOoj1 cal-
detkoit. [ BUepa yTpoM eIme npoTupaa Mpulb — OHA OblJIa HA MecTe. A Be4epoM IpUIILIa ¢ padoThI,
Ky — HeTy. M Beib 3aMOK Ha JABEpPU 11eJ1, HUKTO HE BJIOMWICS. 3HAYUT, Y KOrO-TO €CTh KJIIOYH.
Nmu. ..

Koctst mpukascs Kk cTeHe, YTOOBI JTydIIe CITbIIIATh.

— W yt0? — cpocui BTopoii rojioc, KOTopbli nokasascs Kocre 3HakomMbIM, HO OH HE MOT
BCIIOMHUTb, KOMY OH MTPUHAJICKHUT.

— Wnm KTO-TO U3 HallIMX, — 3aKOoHYMIa TETA Basnsa. — Kak nmogymaro, axx Mypaiiku o Koxe.
Komy B Hamem nome HyxkHa Mosl mikatyinka? OHa ke crapas, Oe3nmenymnika. Ecim Toneko... eciu
TOJIBKO TOT Y€JIOBEK HE 3HAET, UTO BHYTPH.

— A 4TO BHYTpHU? — NOMHTEPECOBAJICS] BTOPOM T'0JIOC.

— He ckaxy. Ckaxy TOJBKO, YTO 9TO Belllb He IS UyKuXx ria3. Mee e€¢ 6alyiika nepenaia
co cioBamu: «beperu, kak 3eHuIly oka. [Ipuaér Bpemss — noimeEnIb». A s Tak U He ToHsuia. Tenepb
BOT XkaJelo.

Kocrs 3araun gpixanue. Botr 310 HoBOCTh! 3HauuT, T€Ts Basis 4Tto-TO 3HAaeT O COAepKUMOM
HIKATYJIKK, HO HE XOUYEeT TOBOPUTh. A BTOPOM Trojioc... KTo 3T0? KoCTs OCTOPOKHO BBITJISIHYJ W3-
3a yria. B moimympake JIESCTHUYHOW KJIETKHM OH pasrisiaen ¢urypy. 1o ObuUT a1 Muina, cocef ¢
TpeTbero 3taxa. OH padoTa ABOPHUKOM B COCEHEM JIBOpPE, HO MHOTA MOApadaThiBal CJecapeM.

10
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Beicokuid, Xyou, ¢ ceibiIMU yCaMy ¥ BEUHO XMYpPbIM JIMLIOM. KocTsl ¢ HUM 1OYTH He pa3roBapuBal,
HO 3HaJI, 4To I/ Muia JKMBET OIMH Y BEYHO YeM-TO HEJOBOJICH.

— Jlena-a, — mpoTsIHy A0 Muia. — MoXeT, y4aCTKOBOMY COOOIIIUTH?

— Ve coobmmia, — B3goxHyNa TéTs Bans. — Ho 4urto Tonky? OH TONBKO 3amucai U yIie.
Ckazan, Oyzmer pa3ouparbcsi. A s BOT OyMaio: a BAPYT 3TO KTO-TO M3 Hammx, u3 coceneit? Toraa
YUYaCTKOBBIH ero ObICTpO He HalAET. [ToToMy 4TO BCE CBOM.

Hsans Murma uro-to OypkHyi, dero Kocts He paccibimai. [lotom xsornHyna apepb — TETA
Bans 3akpbutace. Kocrs nepesén ayx. Cepaue konotuinoch. Tak, 3HauuT, BOp JEUCTBUTENBHO KTO-TO
u3 cBoux. Mlnm y Hero ectb KJiioun ot kBaptupbl. Ho y koro?

B mikone Kocts npocuzen kak Ha uroskax. OH OYTH He CITyIIajl yYUTEIbHHUILY, a HA IepeMeHax
TO W JIeJI0 TIOIJISIABIBAJI B OKHO, XOTsI M3 KJlacca ObUT BUJIEH TOJBKO IIKOJBHBIN TBOP M COCEIHSS
nAaTUITaKKa. JIoM HOMEp ceMb OTCIoIa He TpocMarpuBalcs, HO KocTs BC€ paBHO cMOTpel Tyaa, riae
OH HAXOIUTCSI.

— Twt yero Takoi n€pranbiii? — crpocu ero apyr Pomka Ha 0oJbIioi nepemene. — Bynro
TeOs1 MOAMEHUJIH.

— [la Tak, — ormaxnysca Kocrs. — He Boicniasics.

— Hy-ny, — HepoBepunBo npotsiHyn Pomka. — MoxeT, cekper Kakoit?

Kocrs 3amsuicsa. EMy oueHb xotenoch paccka3arh PoMke npo roBopsiuii KakTyc U Ipo IIKa-
TYJKY, HO OH TOMHIT Haka3 CeOacTbsiHa. [109TOMy OH OTpHILIATEIBHO MOKavasl FOJIOBOM.

— Her y mMens Hukakux cekperos. [Ipocto gyriHo.

Pomka nosxai ruiedamu 1 yoexan urpathb B pyroon. A Kocts cen Ha ckamerky mop 6epé3on u
crasl 00IyMbIBaTh BCE, UTO y3HaI. MTak, pakThl: mKaTyika crosia y T€tu Bamm Ha komone. Buepa
yTpoM OHa ObUla Ha MecTe. Bedyepom — mponana. 3aMOK Ha ABEpH Liesl. 3HAUUT, BOP BOLIENT JIMOO
CO CBOMMH KJIIOYaMH, JIMOO Yepe3 OKHO (HO OKHO Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, CHApyXKH IJIaJKas CTeHa, He
3a0epéibes), Mo uepes. .. noaBai. CedacTbsiH TOBOPHII, UTO U3 MOABAJA €CTh XOAbl. Bapyr onux
U3 HUX BEJIET NPAMO B KBapTUpy T€TH Banu?

Ora MbICTH MoKa3aiack Kocte ovyeHb mpaBaononoOHoi. OH Aake MOACKOYMI OT BO30YK/ie-
HUs1. HyXXHO Cpo4HO mociie MKOJIBl ocMOTpeTh nofBal. Ho cHavana — noroBoputh ¢ CebacThsIHOM.
Mozxer, OH 3HaeT, rJie B MojBajie BXOMA B X0/, BeAYIIMid K KBapTupe T€Tu Bam.

INocne ypokos Koctst uyTh 1 He Gerom Opocuics gomoi. OH Oexall MUMO TOIONEH, MUMO
CKaMeMKH, Ha KOTOPOM OOBIYHO CHENU CTapyIIKW, MUMO Tapaxa, Ije ryaei 4eid-T0 MOTOIMKII, U
BJIETEJI B IObE3/1, IEpENphIruBas yepes Ase cTyneHbku. Cepaue ryjiko cTyqao.

B kBaptupe 6b10 THXO. Babyika, HaBepHOe, yIuia 3a MOKyINKaMy WK K coceke. Kocts cku-
HYJI PIOK3aK B ITPUXOXeEH, ObICTPO pa3ysics ¥ BOEXKal B KOMHATY.

— CebactpsiH! — mo3BaJT OH MIENOTOM. — ThI TYT?

KakTyc crosin Ha mecte. Ho otBeta He nocnenoBasio. Koctst mogoméen onmmke.

— CeOactpsta! D10 1, Kocra. 1 u3 mkonsl BepHysicsa. Ham Hamo moroBoputs. $1 y3Ha koe-
YTO BaKHOE.

Tummna. Kocts cnerka pacrepsiics. Heyxenu Bcé-Taku npucHwiocsk? OH JOTPOHYJCS 1O
ropinka. [imHa Oputa Térioit ot conmHia. Komoyku Topyany, kak Bcerga. Ho pactenue momaaro.

— CebacTbsH, Hy TIOKaTyicTa, 0T30BUCh! — B3monuics Kocra. — {1 moHwmaio, Tel, MOXeT,
He xouelb roBopuTh AHEM? Ho 51 onuH. Babymiku Her.

[Tporuio HECKONBKO CeKYH/I. 3aTeM I/e-TO IITyOOKO B pacTeHHH, OYITO M3-T10/1 3eMJIH, Pa3aascs
3HAKOMBbII CKPUITYUHUH TOJIOC:

— He kpuun. Cipinity 51 Te6s1. [Ipocto qHEM cuiibl He Te. MHe HyKHO COJTHIIE, YTOObI HAKOITUTh
SHEPIHIO JUIs1 pa3roBopa. A Thl BepHYJICs paHO. OOBIYHO B 9TO BpeMsl 51 MOJTYY.

— A! — ob6panoBasics Koctsa. — Tel HacTosmmmii! f yx myman, MHe BCE TPUBUACIOCS.

— He npusunenocs, — BopwmBo otBetus CedactbsiH. — Ho roBopu Tuie. M He marm
pyKamu Tak, OyITO OT KOMapOB OTOMBACIIIHCS.
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Kocrs 3amep. OH omyctuicst Ha TaOypeT 1 3arOBOPHJ IMOYTH IIEMOTOM:

— Caymiaid, s y3aan! Térs Bans roBopuiia ¢ asineit Murneit. Ckasasia, 4To 3aMOK Ha JIBepH 1eJI.
3HauuT, BOp BOIIEN He uepes 1Bepb. MoskeT, yepe3 moasan? Thl ke rOBOPUJI, UTO OTTY/IA €CTh XOMbI.

— TloBopwit, — moareepaun CedactbsiH. — M He TONBKO TOBOPWIL.  CIIbIIIY, KOT/Ia 1O STUM
xoam xoAT. [Iporuioit Houblo, Iepe]] TeM Kak 3apeMaTh, 5 CIIBIIAI ITyXHe mary mnoj nojioM. OHu
[T OT TOJBaJIa B CTOPOHY JIEBOro Kpbuia Joma. Kak pa3 Tyza, rae pacrnosyioxeHa KBapTupa TETH
Baymu.

YV Koctu 3aropenucs riasa.

— Tak 3Ha4MT, OH MpOOpasIcs Yepe3 MoA3eMHbIN Xoa! A Kak OH Tyaa nonan? Yepes BXof co
nBopa?

— Ckopee Bcero, 4epe3 TOT caMblil JIIOK M0[ JIECTHULIEH, O KOTOPOM 51 TOBOPMJI. 3aMOK Ha HEM
CTapblil, ero OTKpHITh — Mapa myctsikoB. Ho ecTb u apyrou BXoa: u3 craporo curess Bo asope. Tam
ceivyac capau M KJIaJI0BKH, HO B OTHOM U3 HUX €CTh JIIOK B MOAMOJ, COSAMHEHHBIH C MTOABAIOM.

— Hawm Hago HeMeIeHHO Tyza CIyCTUThCs1! — permTesbHO 3asBui Koctsa. — Mosker, Bop
ocTaBmI cieapl! Vinu gaxe He ycres yHECTH HIKATYJIKy JAajieko.

— Iloroam, — ocTaHOBWJI ero KakTyc. — JIHEM Tyaa coBarbcst onacHo. CIUIITKOM MHOTO TJia3
BO J1Bope. baOymiku, netu, cocen Bapcuk. Tol pa3Be cMOXellb HE3aMEeTHO OTKPHITH JIIOK M CITYCTUThCS
B niofiBas1? Tebst cpasy 3ameTsT.

Kocrs 3agymascs. [leiicTBuTesIbHO, BO JBOpPE BCErla KTO-TO €CTh. JIHEM CTapyIlIKU Ha JJaBOYKeE,
MAUTBIIIIHS B IECOYHHUIIE, COOAKU, BEJIOCUIIETUCTHL. [lake eciv OH JOKAETCS, KOT/ia BCEe pa3onIyTes,
BCE paBHO KTO-HUOY/Ib J1a BBITJISTHET.

— A korpa xe? Houblo? — cripocu’t oH.

— Houslo ToXe He nyummmii BapuaHT, — Bo3pasui CebacTbsiH. — Houblo BOp MOXeT Bep-
HyTbCs. U cTONKHYTBCA ¢ TOOON — He camoe mpusTHoe. Hy)KHO Bpemsi, Koraa BO JBOpE THUXO, HO
emé ceero. Hampumep, cpa3y nociie odena, Korjga CTapyliku YXOOAT Ha TUXUH 4ac, a MaJIbIIIHIO
YBOIAT JOMOH. B 3TO Bpemsi BOp mycTeeT MpUMEpHO Ha vac.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa nocJje mKojb? — oxuBwics Kocrss. — ¥V meHs ypoku 0 yaca. B n1Ba vaca
s Oyny moma. Kak pa3 Bce mooOeaoT U pa3onmayTcs.

— Xoporo, — cornacuicsi Cedactbsin. — Ho npenynpeskaaio: B mofpajie TEMHO U IPSI3HO.
Bo3bMmu ¢ co0oit (hoHapuK, BEPEBKY U, MOXET, MeJI, YTOOBI OCTABJIATh METKU. UTOOBI HE 320y JUThCS.

— Ectp! — Kocts Bckoumin. — YV meHs ectb oHapHK, Oalyiika nopapuia. Bepéska Toxe
HAAETCS. A MeJ s B IIKOJIe BO3bMYy. U eImné makeT, 4ToObI Clie/ibl COOMpaTh, eCIIv MOomayTcs !

— Turme 1h1, 3HTY3UACT, — 3amenTtan CedactbsiH. — Criesibl OH coOuparth codpascs. Tol He
Ha YpOKe pupoAoBeeHus1. Bopouem, naker Toxe He momeraet. ToJIbKO CMOTPH, HUYEro He Tporaii
TOJIBIMU pyKamH. Bapyr Bop ocTaBWII YTO-TO, U HA 3TOM OYIyT OTIIEYaTKU. XOTS B TEMHOTE Thl UX
BCE PABHO HE YBU/IUIIb.

Koctst mouecan 3arbUiokK.

— A TBHI TOBOPHIIIb TaK, OyATO B AETEKTUBAX pa3OUpacIibCsl.

— 3a cTo TpUIIATh CEMb JIET 51 CIIBIIIAT MHOTO pa3roBopoB. W He TobKO Mpo mKaTyaku. Jloau
YUTAHA BCIYX JIETEKTUBBI, 00Cykaamm ¢puibMbl. S BcE 3anoMuHai. Tak 4TO OMBIT y MEHs, MOKHO
CKa3aTh, TEOPETUUECKUI, HO OOIIMPHBIN.

Kocrs ynbiOnyscst.

— 3noposo! Toraa Mel ¢ TOOON — HacTosimast KomManaa. Tl — MO3T, 1 — HOTH.

— U xomouku, — no6aBun CedactbsiH. — [1po Kommouku He 3a0bIBaii.

OHuM J10rOBOPMIIKCH, YTO 3aBTpa B JiBa yaca Kocts Oyznet rotoB. EMy HyXHO: HageTh crapbie
JDKUHCBHL ¥ pyOallKy ¢ JJIMHHBIM PYKaBOM (UTOOBI HE IMOIIApariaThCsl B TOABAJIE), B3ATh (POHAPUK,
BepEBKY, MeJl, MaKeT, mepuaTku (6aO0yIIKUHBI XO3SICTBEHHBIE, YTOObI HE OCTABJIATh OTIEUYATKH) H,
KOHEYHO, He 3a0bITh Mpo xpadpocTtb. A CebacTbsiH OyleT KAaTh €ro Ha MOJAOKOHHUKE U, €CIU UTO,
«TIOJICKQKET» Yepe3 IIe/U B MOy — OH YMEET CIIBIIIATH IIark U IMOPOXH CKBO3b TOJMIILY JOMA.
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— Tomnbko NOMHM, — HAIyTCTBOBAJI €T0 KAKTYC, — €CJIM YBUIUILIb YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HE Tepoil-
crBy#. Jlyume cpa3y Bo3Bpartiarics. [Tonsn?

— I[lonsn, — xuBHya Kocrs.

— U emg: He roBopu 6adyike, Kyaa Thl coOpaics. [Ipuaymaii uro-uHuodyab. Ckaxerb, 9To
TOLLEN TYJIATh BO JBOP.

— 3710 JNerko, — 3aBepust Koctsi. — OHa MeHs 4acTo OTITyCKaer.

— Hy, Toraa crynail. MHe HyXHO KONUTH CUJIbI 1S 3aBTpaliHero. 1 nocrapaiics jieus criath
nopanbliie. Ham nonanoOutcst TBOs sicHast roJoBa.

Bechb ocraBimmiics nenb Kocts mpoBeén kak Bo cHe. OH clienaj ypoKH, XOTs MbICTIH €r0 BUTATN
nanexo. Heckomnbko pa3 6adyIka cripaimBaia, BCE JIM Y HeTO B MOpsiAKe, YK OOJIBHO OH 32 JyMYHMBBII.
Koctst oTBevan, 4uro BCE XOpoIo, IpocTo TyMaeT O COUMHEHHWH 1o JuTeparype. babymika kadasna
TOJIOBOM Y TIOJIKJIA/IbIBAJIa MY TUPOKKH.

Beuepom, korga cremueno, Kocts cHoBa momomnién Kk mogokoHHUKY. CeGacThsiH MoTdyal, HO
Kocrs uyBcTBOBaN, uTO OH He cnutT. OHM BMeCTe CMOTpPE/IM Ha TEMHBIN JBOpP, HAa TEHU TOIOJEH, Ha
penkue orau B okHax. Jfom 3atuxan. [me-To qajieko asma codaka, Ha KyxHe BCE Tak ke Karaj KpaH,
B 0a0yIIKMHOW KOMHATE TUXO OOPMOTAJT TeJIEBU30p.

— CebactbsH, — mporentan Kocrsi, — a tede He cTpairHo?

— MHe? — B rojioce KakTyca MoC/blIagach ycMelka. — I CTOI0 TyT CTO TPUALIATh CEMb JIET.
S mepexun aBe BOMHBI, TP HABOJHEHUS M OJUH OY€Hb CWJIBHBIM yparaH, KOIja KphbIlly COpPBAJIO.
MHe i GosATbCs?

— A MHe BOT HEMHOTO cTpaliHo, — npusHaics Kocrsa. — Ho He cuibHO. HTEepecHO Bep!
Hukorpa emi€ He paccrieioBan HACTOSIIIMX MTPECTYIICHU.

— Crpax — geno none3Hoe, — ckazan CedactbssH. — Eciu ero HemHoro. OH He Ta€T Jienathb
rynoct. Ho ecim cTpaxa cmIkoM MHOTO, OH MetaeT. Thl ymeelb O0SIThCsl B MepY — 3TO XOPOIIIO.

Kocrs ynbiOnyscst.

— Cnacu60, CebacTbsH.

— 3a yto?

— 3a T0, uTO BHIOpaN MeHs. S Beb Tebe HUKTO, MPOCTO MAJIBUMIIIKA.

— Tbl HE IPOCTO MaJIBYMILIKA, — TUXO OTBETUJI KAKTYC. — Tl — €AMHCTBEHHBII, KTO CO MHOW
pasroBapuBajl Bce 3TH rojpl. Jlioay npoxoauam MUMo, MOJIUBAJIN MEHs, IEpecCakUBaJIH, 1aXke pyraiu
3a kKomovku. Ho HukTo He cnipanmBait: «Kak gena?» A Tbl Clipocu1. DTOro JOCTATOUHO.

Kocrs mouyBcTBOBa, Kak K ropity HOACTYNUI KOMOK. OH OCTOPOXHO, €jBa KacasiChb, MOIJIauI
[JIMHSIHBIA TOPITIOK.

— 41 pan, arto THI ecTh, CebacThsH.

— W s pan. A tenepb cniath. 3aBTpa HAC KAET MOABAL.

Kocrs n€r B kpoBaTh, HO JJOITO HE MOT' YCHYTb. B ronoBe KpyTWJIMCh KApTUHBI: TEMHBIN MOJ-
3eMHBII X0, JIy4 (poHapHKa, yoerarolas TeHb, OJIECK CTAPUHHON MKaTylnKi. OH MpeacTaBisi, Kak
HauaET e€ u BepHET T€Te Bane, kak Bce OyayT ero OarogapuThb. Ml HUKTO He y3HAET, 4TO TIOMOT eMy
croneTHui Kaktyc. Tonbko oH u CebGacTbsiH OyAyT 3HATD 3Ty TalHY.

Haxonen con cmopun ero. 1 cauiicss Kocre orpomHblii 3e1€HBIN KaKTyC, KOTOPBIH 11araji 1o
TMIO/I3EMHOMY XOJ1y, Pa3JBHIasi KOJIOYKaMU TEMHOTY, a BIepeu Oekasl JIydrK CBETa OT MaJICHBKOTO
(ponapuka.

A B KOMHaTe Ha TIOJOKOHHHKE CTapblil KakTycC, Ub& nMst CedacThsiH, THXOHBKO TTOKAUUBAJICS B
JIYyHHOM CBETE U JlyMaJ O TOM, YTO 3aBTpAIHUI JEHb MOKET U3MEHUTH BCE. U xopolio, 4To psaom
€CTh MAJIbYMILIKA C TOPSYUM CEPALIEM U CMEJIBIMU IT1a3aMU. B1BoéM oHu cripaBsTcs. JomKkHBI cripa-
BUTHCS. Besipb TaiiHa cTaporo goMa jkjiana cTo TPUIAIATh CEMb JIET, YTOOBI €€ PACK PhLITH.
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I'naBa BTOpas, B koropoii Koctsa cmyckaercs B
MO/ABaJI M HAXOAMT TaM ropas3jao 00Jiblle, YeM 0KU1aJ

VYr1po cnenyrouiero aua Hadanock st Koctu ¢ Toro, 4to oH efBa He rpocnaj. bynnibHuK, cra-
PBIA KPYIJIBIA OyAMIIBHUK C 00J1e3mmM IrdepoaaTom, KOTopblid 6adyIika 3aBoauiIa Kax/ablil Beuep,
OINTYIIMTENIBHO 3aTpelai POBHO B ceMb yTpa. KocTs mopckoum Ha KpoBaTu, He cpa3y cooOpasuB,
i€ HAXOAUTCS. 32 OKHOM YK€ BOBCIO CBETWJIO COJIHILIE, a IO KOMHATE IUICAJIN TETLIBIE 30JI0ThIE JIyYH.
[NepBast MbIC/Ib, KOTOpAsl MPHUIILIA €MY B TOJIOBY, OblIa HE TIPO HIKOJY M He mpo 3aBTpak. OHa Obuia
ITPO MOABAJ.

— Ceroansa! — nporenTai oH, U cepale palocTHO €kHYJ10. — CeronHs A cryurych B noasad!

OH ObIcTpO ofesics, cTapasich He IyMeTb, XOTs 0a0yIIKa HaBepHsIKa yKe XJIOMoTala Ha KyXHe.
W3-3a nBepr JOHOCWICS alETUTHBIM 3arax OJNJAWM W CIBILIAIOCh TUXOE MO3BSAKUBAHUE IOCYIbL.
Kocrs nomomen k OkHy ¥ IOCMOTPEIN Ha KakTyc.

CeOacTbsiH CTOSIT HA TIOAOKOHHHKE, KaK BCEr/ia, BEIMUECTBEHHBIN 1 HETIOIBIKHBIN. B yTpeH-
HEM CBETE €ro KOJIOYKU OTJIMBAJIN 30JI0TUCTOM MEABIO, a TEMHO-3€JIEHAst KOKULA Ka3alach MOYTH
r1sHIEeBoM. KocTa HaKkJIOHMIICA K HEMY Y IPOLLIETITal:

— Jlo6poe ytpo, CedactbsiH. 51 He 3a0bu1. [Tocne mkonsl — B moaBat. Thl TOTOB?

Kakryc He orBeTnu1, HO KOocTe rmokasanock, 4To OH eJjBa 3aMeTHO KayHyJIcs, OyATo KUBHYI. Win
3TO MPOCTO CKBO3HSIK ILIEBEJIbHYJI 3aHaBecKy. Bripouem, Kocts yke npuBbIk kK ToMy, 4To CebacTbsaH
IOHEM NPEANIOYUTAET MOITYaATh, SKOHOMSA CUjbl. OH MomIagvl IIMHAHBIMA TOPIIOK M OTIPAaBWICA Ha
KYXHIO.

3a 3aBTpakoM 0adymiKa, Kak Bceraa, pacckaspiBasia mpo cBoM jena. Kocrs ciymman Bronyxa,
paccesTHHO TJIOTast OJ1a/IbK C BapeHbeM. B royioBe y Hero KpyTuiics IiaH: cpasy Mocie MIKOJbl 6erom
JOMO¥, OBICTPO 1M000enaTh, COOpaTh BCE HEOOXOAMMOE U BBIATH BO ABOP. [loToM HokaaThesi, Korma
JBOP OITyCTEeT, M He3aMETHO MPoOpaThCs K JIIOKY TMOJ JIECTHULIEH, O KOTOpoM roBopri CeOacThsiH.
W x prmresmio? Hazo 6b1710 Buepa yrounuts, Ho KocTs Tak ycran, uro 3a6bsu1. Bipouem, Cedactbsin
TOBOPWJI, YTO €CTh JIBAa BXOJA: JIIOK IOJ1 JIECTHULIEW U JIOK BO onrene. Kocts pemw, 4to cHavasa
OCMOTpPUT 00a MecTa, a MOTOM BBIOEpET TOT, KOTOPBIiI MeHee 3aMeTeH.

— Koctuk, ThI O1ATh BUTaemIb B 0O1aKax, — 3aMeTuiia 6adyIika, moaamnBas eMy yaio. — Buepa
BeCh Beuep ObL1 caM He cBoil. MoskeT, BimoOuiics?

Kocrs nonepxHysics onagben U 3aKaluIsuIcs.

— Babymka! Hy 4ro ThI Takoe roBopuiib! — BO3MYTHIICS OH, KpacHes j10 ymieil. — [Ipocto
AyMaio O KOHTPOJIBHOM IO MaTeMaTuKe.

— A, Hy Torza JajiHo, — yJIblOHyIach Oalymika. — Martematuka — jeno cepbé3Hoe. Ho He
nepekuBai, cpaBUIbes. Thl y MEHsT CHOCOOHBIIA.

Kocts kuBHyI, crapasich He NMoKa3blBaTh BOJHEHUS. EMy OblII0 HEMHOTO CTBIIHO OOMaHbIBATh
6a0yIIKy, HO MHa4Ye ObLIO Hesb3s. Ce0acThsiH MpeLynpeuiI: O paccieJOBaHNH He I0JDKHA 3HATh HU
OfiHa ’MBas qyia. A 6adyIika 00s3aTeIbHO HAUHET BOJTHOBATHCS M HE ITCTUT ero B rozsasl. [Tostomy
Kocts permi, yro HeOosbIoNH 0OMaH BO 0J1aro — 3TO HE TaK yXk IUIOXO.

B mxone BpeMs TSAHYJIOCh HEBBIHOCMMO. YPOKHM Ka3aauch OeckoHeuHbIMHM. Ha smrteparype
Kocrs cMoTpen B OKHO U IPENICTaBIIsI, KaK CITyCKaeTcs B TEMHBIM noAsail. Ha matemartuke oH peras
3a7a4y Ipo JABYX MEIIEXO/0B, a caM AyMal O TOM, Kak OyzieT uckarb cieqsl. Ha nepemene k Hemy
nozoeNn PoMka 1 cCHOBa MOMBITAJICA BBIBEIATH, YTO ITPOMCXOIMT.

— Koctuk, Tl Kakoii-To crpaHHbiil. To Momumib, TO yiubidaembes cam cede. CKaku 4eCTHO:
TBI HAIIEN KJ1aa”?

Kocrsa B3gpornyi. CnoBa Pomky nonaim B caMmylo TOUKY, XOTSI M HE COBCEM.

— Her, — 6picTpo oTBETHII OH. — [IpOCTO BCOMHIII CMEIIHOM aHEeKOT.
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— Hy-ka, pacckaxu! — oxuBuics Pomka.

Koctst muxopagouHo cooOpakan. AHEKJOTOB OH 3HAJT HEMHOTO, M BCe OHM ObUIM HE OYECHb
cmerHeiMUA. Ho PomMka cMoTpest BeIKMIaoIIEe, U MPUILLIIOCh BBIKPYYUBAThCS.

— INoHunmaenb, 3TO AJTMHHASI UCTOPHSI, — Havall OH, HaJlesich, uTo POMKa motepsier MHTepec.
— 3HauUT, MPUXOJUT KAKTYC K Bpauy U TOBOPHT. ..

— Cron! — nepe6un Pomka. — Kakryc? K Bpauy? KakTycsl He pa3roBapuBaioT.

— Hy, 310 %€ aHeka0T, — noscHu1 Kocrs, JIMXopagoyHo NMpuayMbiBas NpogoukeHe. — B
o01eM, MPUXOIUT KAKTYC K Bpady U TOBOPUT: «J{OKTOp, y MEHsI KOJIIOYKH BHINIAJAI0T». A Bpad emy:
«He Bonnyiitech, 310 Bo3pactHoe». A Kakryc: «Ho MHe Bcero cro net!» A Bpau: «Hy, ans kakryca
3TO MHOTO».

Pomka mocmMotpen Ha Hero ¢ HeJOyMEeHHUEM.

— W 310 Bc€? He cmerttHo.

— Hy, 3HauuT, He yMeIo 51 aHeKAOTHl pacCKa3biBaTh, — Moskas riedamu Kocrs. — 3abymp.

Pomka maxnyn pykoit u yoexan Kk pedsram, a Koctst ob6neruénno B3noxuyin. Ecim 61 Pomka
3HaJI, YTO €ro JIPyT Ha CAaMOM JieJie pPa3rOBapUBaeT C HACTOSIIUM KaKTyCOM, OH Obl, HABEPHOE, PEIIINJI,
yto Kocts comén ¢ yma. Wnm, uro emé xyxe, Hauaa Obl BCeM pacCKa3biBaTh.

Hakoser mpo3seHe:n nocneqHuil 380HOK. KocTst mmysneit BeuieTes U3 Kjiacca, CXBaTUII PIOK3aK U
no6exan fomoi. Jlopora, KoTopast OOBIYHO 3aHUMaJIa MUHYT MATHAIATh, B 9TOT pa3 oKa3aaach eMy
BeYHOCTBI0. OH Oeskal MUMO 3HAKOMBIX JIOMOB, MUMO KMOCKa C MOPOKEHbIM, MUMO CTapO¥ JIUIIBI, y
KOTOPOM BEYHO CUjIeNU Toyou, u B BpeMs nqymait: «Ckopee, ckopee!»

VY nomwe3na oH ocTaHOBWJICS TiepeBecTtd ayx. Cepille KOJOTUIOCh, KaK TOCie CTOMETPOBKH.
OH ornsinencs: Bo ABope 010 enié moaHo. baOymiku cuaeny Ha TaBoYKe Yy OIbe3Ja U YTO-TO OKHB-
JIEHHO OOCYK/1aJIv, B TIECOYHUIIE KOTIOIIMIIMCh MAJIBIIIN, & Y TapaXel Tpoe MabuUIIIeK TOHSIIA MSTY.
KocTst Bomén B mombe31, MOAHSIICS Ha BTOPOH 9TaX U MO3BOHII B IBEPb.

Balymika oTkpbuIa cpasy, Kak OyITo kKJana ero.

— Hy Hakonen-to! — BcIulecHyna oHa pykamu. — $ yX Aymana, Thl PelIn OCTaThCsl Ha
npoieHKy. Mot pyku 1 3a ctosn. O0e[ CTHIHET.

KocTst OpicTpo pasysics, BBIMBUI PyKHU U cell 32 cToll. baOyIika nocraBuia repes HUM Tapesiky
¢ 6opiiom u cBexuit xyied. Kocts e, moutu He 4yBCTBYs BKyca. MBICTH €ro ObUIH JIAJIEKO.

— Badymika, a MOXHO 1 1ocjie odea Moy MoryJisio BO IBOp? — Kak MOXHO 0e33a00THee
CITPOCHJT OH.

— Koneuno, moxHo. Tonbko Hemonro. M 4To0s! B 11ecTh ObLI JOMA.

— Xoporo, — kuBHYN Kocts, crapasick He BbIIaTh pagocTi. — f1, HaBepHOe, ¢ pedsTaMu B
MPATKY TIOUTPAIo.

Babymika yiapIOHyIach ¥ MOIIAANIIA €0 0 TOJIOBe.

— Bor 1 ci1aBHO. A TO cuauIIb BCE I0Ma J1a ¢ KHUAKKaMUA. MOJIONOMY OpraHu3My HYKEH CBe-
KU BO3/IYX.

Koctst moen Gopiii, 3amui KOMIIOTOM U TIOMIEN B CBOK KOMHaTy. HykHO ObUIO coOpaTh BCE
HeoOxoaumoe. OH OTKpbUT MIKad U JOCTAIT CTapble [HKUHCH, KOTOpble 6a0yIlKa JaBHO XOTesa BHIOPO-
CUTb, HO OH OTCTOSIT MIX JIJI51 TTIOXOJ0B». [IDKMHCHI ObLITHA C TPOTEPTHIMU KOJIEHKAMH ¥ HEMHOTO KOPOT-
KOBAThl, HO IS TofBajia — camoe To. [ToroM oH Hamién TEMHYI0 pyOaliKy ¢ JJIMHHBIM PYKaBOM,
TOXE U3 KaTeropuu «JIs rapaxa u qaun». [lepeonesncs. Tenepb OH BHIIIISAIEN KaK HACTOSIIIMN MCKa-
TeJIb TPUKTIOYECHUI.

3atem KocTst BBIIBUHY/T HYKHUM SIIUK MMCbMEHHOTO CTOJIA, TIE XPAHWIUChH BCSAKHE MOJIE3HBIE
Bel. TaM Jiexxaiu: MaJleHbKU KapMaHHBIT (DOHAPHK (TIOMapOK OAOYIIIKY Ha MTPOIILIBIN ISHb POXKIe-
HUsT), MOTOK TIPOYHON O€YEBKH, KYCOK O€JIoro Mesia, 3aBEpHYTHIA B OyMary, crapble XO3siCTBEHHbIC
nepyaTku, KOTopsle 6abyIlKa BblIaBasia eMy, KOraa OH MOMOTral ei ¢ yOOpKOH, ¥ TPO3pavHbIi MOJIH-
STUJIEHOBBIHA makeT. Be€ 310 KocTst akkypaTHO C10k1II B HEOOJBIION PIOK3aY0K, KOTOPBIA OOBIYHO
OpaJt ¢ coboii B IKOTY. PIOK3auoK ObUT CTapblid, HO KPENKUiA, C HATMBKOW B BUJIE SIKOPS.
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OH noBecuJ1 pIOK3ak Ha I1e40, MOJOIIEN K OKHY U IIOCMOTPEJT Ha KaKTYC.

— CebactbsiH, — mniporenTai oH. — $1 Bc€ B3si1. POHAPUK, BEPEBKY, MeJl, IEPYATKH, MaKeT.
Ceituac BBy BO IBOp M HaWay BXOA B OB Thl 4TO-HUOYH EIIE MOCOBETYEIIIb?

Kakryc nonro momuai. Kocrs ye Hauas gymars, 4TO OH HE OTBETUT, Kak BIPYT pa3jajics e1Ba
CJIBILIHBINA TOJIOC, MIOXO0KUH Ha IIEJIECT:

— Bynp ocropoxen. He 3anepxuBaiica nonro. Ecnv yBuauinb 4To-TO MOJO3PUTENIBHOE —
cpa3dy Hazaj. U em€: Bosiie JoKa Moj JJeCTHUIIEH B NIOIbe3/ie ecTh cTapasi Tadnuuka «[loctopoHHrM
BXO71 Bocnpelén». He 3a0yapb €€ mpounTarh 1 MBICJIEHHO C HEll HE COTJIACHTBCSI.

Kocrs ynbiOnyscst.

— Jlagno. 4 BcE nonHsn. I cKOpo BEpHYCh.

OH BbIlIIeN U3 KOMHATHI, CTapasich HE CKPHUIETh MOJoBUIIaMU. Badyika B 3T0 BpeMsi Mbljia
MOCYJy Ha KyXHE U 4YTO-TO HareBajia cebe mox Hoc. KocTsi THXOHBKO MPOIIEN B MPUXOKYIO, 00YJICS
Y BBICKOJIB3HYII 32 JBEPb.

Ha nectHnuHoO#l 1utomiaake oH ocTaHoBWICS. [lom ObiT THX M mpoxisaneH. CBeT MPOHUKAT
CKBO3b IbLJTbHOE OKHO Ha IUJIOMIAIKE MEKIY STaKaMu U Tajajl Ha BblepOneHHsle ctynenu. Kocrs
MIPUCTTyIIAJICS: U3-3a JBepH TéTU Bamm He moHocuioch HU 3ByKa. HaBepHoe, oHa Obla Ha pabore.
Hsins Muima ¢ TpeTbero staxa, CyAs 1o Bcemy, TOXe OTCYTCTBOBAJI — B TIOIBbE3/IE CTOSIIA THIIMHA.

KocTs cryctuiicst Ha mepBbIf 9Tak ¥ OCTAHOBHJICS BO3JIE JIECTHUIIBL. 3/1€Ch, M0/1 HXKHUM Map-
1eM, ObUTO TEMHOE yITyOJIeHue, OTTOPOKEHHOE CTapOi JiepeBsIHHOM Beplie. [IBepiia Oblia 3anepTa
Ha pKaBbli BUCSIUMI 3aMOK, KOTOPBIH BBIIJISIIEN TaK, OYATO €ro He OTKPhIBAJIM JIET ABaALATh. IMEHHO
0 HEM, 110 crioBam CebacTbsiHa, U 1IUIA peyb.

Koctst mopgomén 6mmxke. [Bepia Oblia HEBBICOKOM, MPUMEPHO MO TOSIC B3POCIIOMY UYEJIOBEKY.
Ha Heit kpacoBasiach BHIIIBETINAS TAONMYKA C HAAMMUCKIO: «[locTopoHHMM BXOM BoctipeniéH. OnacHo!»
BykBbl OBUIM KpHBBIE, HAIMMCAHHBIE OT PYKHU YEPHOU Kpackoil. KocTss MBICJIEHHO HE COrIacuics C
9TOW HAJIKCHIO ¥ OCTOPOKHO TIOTPOTall 3aMOK. 3aMOK BUCEN Ha METIsAX, HO He ObUT 3alENKHYT —
MIPOCTO BUCEJI, BCTABJICHHBIN B YIIIKO, HO He 3aKpbIThIi. KocTs sierko mpunoansii ero u cHsii. Cepare
3a0mIoch ObIcTpee.

— Bor 310 13, — mpomenTan oH. — 3HauuT, CebacThsiH ObLT MpaB. KTo-TO 37€Ch yike moobI-
BaJl.

OH orsnencs: B oxbe3/e Mo-npexHeMy HUKoro He Obi10. Torma Kocts motsHyn nBepity Ha
ce0s1. OHa OTBOPHIIACH C TIPOTSKHBIM CKPHUIIOM, KOTOPBIH 3X0M pa3Héccs 1o noxbe3ny. Kocts 3amep,
npuciymaics. TurmmHa. TombKko Ha BTOPOM 3Taxke XJIONHYJA JBeph — HO, KaXKeTCsl, 3TO CKBO3HSIK.

3a 1Beplel OTKPbUICS TEMHBIA MPOEM, yXoaamidi BHU3. OTTy/a MaXHYJIO CHIPOCTHIO, MbLIBIO
Y YeM-TO 3aTXJIbIM, KaK U3 norpeda. CTyneHbKH, BBUIOKEHHBIE U3 CTAPOTr0 KUPIUYa, KPYTO YXOIVIIH
B TEMHOTY.

KocTst moctan u3 prok3aka (hoHapyK U BKITIOUMII €r0. SIPKUid JTyd BHIXBATHIT U3 TEMHOTHI IIEPBBIE
HECKOJIbKO CTYTIEHEK, MIOKPBITHIX CIIOEM IbUTHA ¥ Ay TUHOW. Ha mbliin ObUTM BUIHBI CBEXKHUE CIIEIB —
OTIEYaTKH! YbUX-TO OOTHHOK, BEAyIIFe BHU3 U OOpPaTHO.

— Tak, — mpomenTan Kocrtsi, 4yBCTBysl, Kak Mypamkyd OeryT mo crniHe. — 371ech KTO-TO
xoqui1. CoBceM He/IaBHO.

OH HaTsiHYJT Ha pyKy 0aOyIIKMHBI IEpYaTKH — Ha BCSIKUH CITy4ai, YTOObI HEe OCTaBJISATh CBOUX
OTIEYATKOB M HE TPOraTh HUYETO rOJIbIMUA PyKaMu. 3aTeM MOCBETUT (POHAPUKOM BHHU3 U OCTOPOKHO
HavaJl CITyCKaThCsl.

CryneHbpKkY ObUTH CKOJIB3KUMU OT ChIpocTd. KocTs iepxkaicst omHON pyKo# 3a CTeHYy, KOTopast
ObLIa XOJIOMHOW U 1miepiiaBoi. [laxio mieceHplo, MOKpOW 3eMJIEH M elié YeM-TO HEeYJOBUMBIM —
MOJET, CTapbIM JEPEBOM MJIM PAKaBbIM kesie30M. C Kaxk/IbIM I11aroM CTAHOBUJIOCh TEMHEE U ITPOXJIaj-
Hee. Jlyd (poHapuka MeTascsi o CTeHaM, BBIXBATHIBAS TO OOPBIBKY MAYTHHBI, TO PKaBble TPYObI, TO
KYCKH OCBITIABIIEHCS MITYKATYPKH.
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Hakoser cTyneHbKky 3aKOHUYMIKCD, U KocTs okazasics B ojiBasie. 1o ObLIO MPOCTOPHOE IIOMe-
IIEHUE C HU3KUM CBOAYATHIM MOTOJIKOM, CJIOKEHHBIM M3 Kupnuya. 1o yrinam rpoMo3animch Kakue-
TO CTapble SIMKH, JOCKH, BEOpPA, cIOMaHHas1 MeOesb. Bonb cTeH TAHYIMCh TPyObl, OOMOTaHHBIE
TpANKaMH U NakJieid. Hekotopbie TpyObl MOATEKAIN, U B THIIMHE OBUIO CIIBIIITHO, KaK Karuis 3a Kar-
Jiel maJaeT Ha MoJ.

Koctst MmemieHHO nommién Briepén, crapasich He HACTYINATh Ha TOI03pUTEITbHBIE JTykH. 1o ObuT
3eMJISTHOM, MECTAMHU MOKPBITHIN OUTHIM KMpIUYOM. B yriax mrypmanu mpimm. [1e-to ganeko ciibl-
11aJICs TYJT MPOE3KAIOLIEH 10 YJIULIEe MAIIKMHBI, HO 3[€Ch, MO/ 3eMJIEW, OH Ka3aJiCsl JAJIEKUM U Hepe-
aJIbHBIM.

OH ocetus1 (poHapukoM not. Cliesibl, KOTOpPbIE OH BUJIEJ HA JIECTHUIIE, TTPOIOJIKAIIMCH U 3/1€Ch:
YETKME OTIEYaTKH, BeLyl1e B JaJIbHUI KoHell nojsaia. Kocts npucen u BHUMATEIbHO UX PaCCMOT-
pes. DT1o ObUTH ClieIbl MyX)KCKUX OOTHHOK, TPUMEPHO COPOK TPETHErO pazmepa, ¢ pueHo# mogoi-
Boil. OTrevaTky ObUTM CBeXHUe, Kpast YETKHE, He 3allIbIBIIUE TbUIbI0. 3HAYHT, BOP JEHCTBUTELHO
TMPOILEN 3A€Ch HEAABHO.

Koctst Bcriomumn HactaBienne CeOacThsiHA: €CJIM BUIMIIB YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HE TePOMCTBYH.
Ho oH He mor yiiTu, He 0cMOTpeB Bc€ 10 KoHIa. OH BHIIPAMUJICS U TOMIEN TIO CIeJaM.

Crenpl Benu K AajibHEN cTeHe nojasaja. Tam, 3a rpyIoi ctapbiX I0COK M pikaBblx BEaep, Kocts
yBU/IeN HEOOJIBIIION MTPOEM B CTEHE, 32 KOTOPBIM, CY/IsI [0 BCEMY, HAYMHAJICS Toa3eMHbIN xo1. [Tpoém
ObLT IPSMOYTOJIBHBIH, BBICOTOM MPHUMEPHO B METP, ¥ 32 HUM TEMHEJIO elIE TyIle, YeM B TIOJBaJIE.

KocTtst Haks10HMIICA M TIOCBETHI BHYTPb. JIyd (poHaprKka BBIXBATUJ Y3KUI TyHHEb, OOJIOXEH-
HBII KMPIMYOM, KOTOPBIN YXOIWJI KyJa-TO BJIEBO U Tepsiics BO Mpake. [1on B TyHHese ObLT MOKPBIT
CJIOEM TIBUIH, Ha KOTOPOU TOXe ObUTH BUIHBI CJIE/IBI.

— 3HauuT, OH MOILEN TyAa, — npoiuentan Kocrs.

OH nokosne6ascst HeCKOIbKO ceKyH/I. B TyHHese Ob110 )KyTKO TeMHO U TecHO. Ho J1io60onbITCTBO
nepecrmiio crpax. Kocrst mpoBeprst hoHapuk (6aTapeiikul ObLUTH CBEXHUE, CBET SIPKUH), TOMPABIUII
PIOK3aK Ha IUIeYe M, COTHYBILUCD, IIATHYJ B TIPOEM.

BuyTpr 6bu10 emg xonoaHee. CTeHbI TYHHEINSI COUMIIMCH BJIArOH, U C TMOTOJIKA CBUCANM JIJTH-
HbIe HUTHU TUIECEHH, MOX0XKHUe Ha ceqple Oopoapl. KocTs cibiimman, Kak rae-To KanaeT Boja: MEpHBIH,
TUITHOTUYECKUH 3BYK. OH IIEN MEJIEHHO, CTapasiCh HE 3a/1eBaTh FOJIOBOI HU3KUI MOTOJIOK, XOTS BCE
PaBHO HECKOJIBKO pa3 3aleNuics BOJIOCAMU 3a MAyTHHY.

Cnenpl Benu Briepén. OHM ObUTM OTYETIIMBO BUIHBI B MSATKOM 3eMJie 1 nbuti. Koctst 3ameyvan,
YTO TYHHEJIb ITOCTENEHHO MOJHUMAETCS, a 3aTeM CHOBa omnyckaercs. OH MONbITAJICS NPEACTaBUTD,
rJe ceiuac HaXxOMUTCS: Cy/s IO HAlpaBJIEHUIO, OH IIEN B CTOpPOHY KBapTuphl TéTU Bamu. Cepmie
3a0UJI0Ch CUJIbHEE: BOT OHO, JIOKa3aTeJbCTBO!

Uepes HECKOIBKO METPOB TYHHEIb pacipuiics, 1 KocTsi okazasicsi B HEOOMbIIION MOI3eMHOM
KaMOpKe, CTeHbI KOTOPO ObUTM BBUIOKEHBI M3 CTAPOro KMPIUYa, a B OJJHOM YIJTy CTOsUIa IepeBsSHHAS
CKaMeiiKa, MoK phITas 1yiecenbio. Ha ckamerike siexall Kakon-To MpeMeT, TYCKJIO OIECTeBIINI B JTyde
(ponapuka.

Koctst nogomén 6mke. 1o OblTa HEOOMbINAS METaJUTHYECcKask KOpoOOUKa, MoxoXkast Ha CTa-
puHHYI0 Tabakepky. OHa OblIa MOKPBITA 3€IEHOH MATUHOM, HO HA KPBIIIKE yraJblBajICsl BBITPABUPO-
BaHHBII y30p. KocTs B3s11 €€ B pyku (611aro Ha HEM OBbLIIH TIEPUATKH ) M TOTBITAJICSA OTKPHITh. KphIiika
MO/JAIACH C JIETKUM IIETUYKOM.

BHyTpH siexan cinoxkeHHbI BYETBEPO JIMCTOK MoskenTeBiend Oymaru. Kocts octopoxHO pas-
BepHyJ ero. Ha imcTke OblI0 Y4TO-TO HANMMCAHO MEJIKMM, BUTHEBAThIM NOYepKOM. ByKBbI ObUIH CTa-
PUIHHBIE, C 3aBUTKaMH, U HeKOTopbie ciioBa Kocts pa3oOpan ¢ TpymoM. Ho BcE e oH mpouunTa:

«Crnenyi 3a Ty4oM B MOJIJIEHb, KOT/IA TeHb YKaXeT MyThb. [1og KaMHeM ¢ TpelyHoN Hailiy To,
YTO He JOJIKHO OBITh HaeHO. Ml TOMHU: KITI0OY OTKPOET, HO He cpa3y. [loBephbCs 3eJIEHOMY CTPaxy.»
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KocTtst nepeuntan 3anmcKy HECKONBKO pa3. «3eIEHOMY CTpaxy» — 3T0, KoHeuHO, CebacTbsH!
Ho 4to 3a «y4 B nojijieHb» U «KaMeHb ¢ TpeluHoi»? OH He ycrnen Joaymarh, IOTOMY YTO BAPYT
YCJIBIIIAT LIYM.

['ne-to nmo3aau, B TyHHENE, NOCBIIAIMCH IIard. Tsokénbie, octopoxHbie. KTo-TO EN caenom
32 HUM.

Kocrs 3amep. Cepatie yxHyno B ATKH. OH OBICTPO BHIKJIIOUHI (POHAPHK U TIPUKAJICS K CTEHE.
B abcomoTHON TEeMHOTE Iard CTaJIM CIBIIHB OTYETIMBee. KTO-TO mEN MeieHHo, cTapasich He
LIyMETb, HO [10J] HOTAMU BCE PaBHO XPYCTEIM MEJIKHE KaAMEIIKH.

«3910 OH! — TIpoMebKHYJIO B rosioBe Y Koctu. — Bop BepHyscs!»

Emy crano ouens crparno. On 3atamn asixanue. llaru npubnmkanucs. Bot oHM y)e coBceM
O1M3Ko, y BXoa B KaMOpKy. KocTs cxajicsi B KOMOK, CTapasich ObITh Kak MOKXHO He3ameTHee. OH
CJIBIIIIAJ, KAaK YEJIOBEK COIUT, KaK LIypLIMT ero oaexnja. [lotrom paszgasics ckpui — 3TO OH 3ajel
YTO-TO HOTOM.

Brpyr nyu ¢onaprka (y Bopa, BUIUMO, ToXe OblT (DOHAPUK) CKOJIB3HYJ MO CTEHE U OCTaHO-
BUJICA HA TOM MecTe, rjae Tonbko yTo crosti Kocrsa. Kocts Bxaiics B yron 3a ckamMemkom, MOJISCh,
YTOOBI €ro He 3aMeTwiv. Jlyd MmpoImencs mo KaMopKe, OCBETHJI CKaMeHKy, KOpPOOOUKY, KOTOPYIO
KocTs Tak 1 nepxain B pyke, 1 Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep. 3aTeM MOCIBIIAIOCH YIUBIEHHOE OOPMOTaHHE.

— Yro 32 4€pT? — NPOUBHEC XPUIUIBIA MYKCKOM rosioc. — TyT KTO-TO ObLI.

Kocrst moxononen. Ero 3amermn? Her, kaxeTcsl, 4elOBeK MPOCTO YBHUJIEN, YTO KOPOOOUKa
oTKpbITa. OH MOJOUIEN K CKaMelKe, Jiyd ero (poHapuka mapui rno noiy. Kocrs ve apiman. OH yyB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK IOT CTEKAeT IO CIHHE.

— D! — KpUKHYJ My)X4lHa B TeMHOTY. — Kto 31ech? Boixoau! A 3Hato, yto ThI TYT!

Kocta monuan. MyxurHa MOCTOSIT €llgé HEMHOTO, MopbicKayl (hOHapuKoM mo yriam. Jlyu
CKOJIB3HYJI coBceM Om3Ko oT KocTuHOro ymiia, HO, K cUacThio, He 3arenui ero. Ilorom myxumHa
BBIpyTajics cede Moj HOC, pa3BepHyIIcs U mnoien ooparHo. laru cranm ygansaTbes.

Koctst momoskas, moka maru COBCeM CTUXHYT, U TOJBKO TOTAA MO3BOJIMII Ce0€ BBIOXHYTh.
Pyku gpoxami. OH BKIIIOYMI (POHAPHK, HO TIPUKPBLT JIAJOHBIO CBET, YTOOBI OH HE ObLI CIIMIIKOM
spkuM. B kamopke HuKoro He 6bu10. TONMBKO OH, CTapble CTEHBI M 3aITUCKa B PYKe.

«HyxHo cpouno yxonutb, — nogyman Kocrs. — [loka OH He BEpHYIICs».

OH CJIOXWIT 3aTMCKY, CYHYT €€ B KapMaH KUHCOB, 2 KOPOOOUKY TMOJIOKMII B piok3ak. [Totom
OCTOPOXHO, Ha LIBITIOYKAX, ABUHYJICS 0OpaTtHO. OH 1IEN ObICTPO, HO CTapasich He MyMeTh. TyHHeNb
Kazajcs Terepb OeCKOHeUHBIM. C Kak/IbIM IIaroM eMy MEPEeIIUIOCh, YTO KTO-TO JBIIIHT €My B CITUHY.
Ho on He ob6opauuBarcs.

Hakoner Briepean 3a0pe3kiil caadblii CBET — 3TO ObLT MPOEM, Beaylwid B noasai. Kocts
YCKOPWJI 1I1ar, MoYTH nodexan. BeiOpaBIIMCh B MOABaJ, OH HAa CEKYHy OCTaHOBHJICS, UTOOBI OT/IbI-
matbesi. CBeT U3 morbe3/a eBa MpOHUKAI clofia yepes Iienu B asepiie. KocTs 6pIcTpo HarpaBuiics K
BBIXOJy, HO He yAepXkaJjcs U orisiHyJcs. B riryouHe nonana, y npoémMa B TYHHEINb, EMY TOUYIHIOCh
Kakoe-To JBukeHue. Ho, MoxkeT, 3To mpocTo Kphica.

OH B371€TE 1O CTYTIEHbKAM BBEPX, BBICKOYHJI U3-T101 JIECTHUIIBI M 3aXJIOTHYJI 32 COOOM JBEpILY.
3aMOK OH IMOBECHJI OOpaTHO, HO He 3aINENKHYJI, YTOObI He BHIATh cebs. [ToToM, OTpSAXHYBIIUCH OT
MIBUTK U TIAYTHHBI, OH BBIIIIEN U3 TIOIbE3A.

Bo aBope ObUIO MO-TIpEKHEMY CONHEYHO M CMOKOMHO. CTapylikv BCE Tak ke CHICIM Ha
JIaBOYKe, HO Terephb MX ObIO MEeHbIlle — HEKOTOpbIe YU Ha TUxuil yac. Koctst mocrapasicst npu-
HATH 6€33200THBIN BHJ] ¥ HAIPABWJICS K CKamelike rof TonoyieM. Ce, nepeBen ayx.

Cepaue nmocreneHHo ycrnokansajgocb. OH ckHMMajl B KapMaHE 3allMCKy M JyMal O TOM, YTO
y3Has. Bo-niepBbIX, BOp TOUHO M0JIb30BAJICS MOJ3EMHBIM X010M. BO-BTOpBIX, OH BEpHYJICSI — 3HAYMT,
OH HE 3aKOHYWJI IeJI0 WJIM YTO-TO MCKal. B-TpeTbux, B kopoOouke, kotopyto Kocts Hamén, nexana
3arucka ¢ 3arajgkoit. M ata 3ammcka siBHO CBsI3aHa CO IIKATYJIKOW U TaHOW JOMa.
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Ho xT0 6611 310T MY)XunHa? ['onoc nokasasncs Kocre He3HAKOMbIM, HO, BO3MOKHO, OH TIPOCTO
HE pacciblan u3-3a crpaxa. OH TOYHO He ObLT Asiyielt Murieii — y Toro rojioc ObUT Jpyrou, dosee
CKPUIY4Ui. DTOT FOBOPUJI Ipy00, OTPLIBUCTO. MOKET, 3TO KTO-TO CO CTOpOHBI? Mii KTO-TO M3 coce-
ner, xoro Kocrd mmioxo 3Hai1?

OH mofgoxaas eme HEeMHOTO, YTOOBI OKOHYATENILHO YCIIOKOMTHLCS, 1 Tomién gomoi. [To nopore
OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO 0a0yIIKa K JIET ero K mecTd. Yachl MoKa3bIBAIN MOJIOBUHY IISITOTO. 3HAYUT, BPEMs
EILE ECTb.

JloMa OH cpa3y IpoIIEN B CBOI0 KOMHATY, 3arep ABepb U cell Ha TabypeT BO3Je MOJOKOHHUKA.
CebacThbsIH MO-TIPEeKHEMY CTOsLT Ha CBOEM MecTe. KocTs tocTalt u3 KapMaHa 3arucKy U pa3BepHYI e€.

— CebacthsiH! — MIENOTOM 1MO3BaJl OH. — ThHI HE MOBEPHIIIL, YTO CO MHOU OBUIO!

Kakryc momyai. KocTtst mogoxaain HEMHOTO, IOTOM ITPOIOJIKHIL:

— 4 cnycrmics B nonsan. Hameén nonzemusiil xoa. Bugen ceexue ciaenpl. Ilotom ycnsiman,
KakK KTO-TO MIET 32 MHOU. D10 ObUT BOp! OH uyTh He noiiMan Mensi! Ho s cnipsitancs. W vamén Bot
3T0.

OH mokazan 3amMcKy KakTycy, XOTS TOT, KOHEYHO, He Mor e€ mpoumrarh Oe3 ra3. Ho
CebacThsiH, OYEBU/IHO, YMEJ YyBCTBOBATb.

— Tsl nen? — pazgasicst HAKOHEI ero rojioc, TUXUM, HO BCTPEBOKEHHBI.

— [Ha, nen, — oreetri Kocts. — HemHoro ucmyrascsi, Ho BC€ 0OOILIOCh.

— Pacckaxu nonpoOnee. Uto 3a 3ammcka? 1 uro 3a crienpi?

Kocrs Hauan pacckasbiBarh. OH onmcas BCE: U Kak CHSLJI 3aMOK, M KaK CITyCKaJICS 110 JIECTHULIE,
Y Kak IIEJ MO cleaM, U Kak HallE TyHHeJIb U KaMOpPKY, U KaK YCJIBIIIA IIary, U Kak MpsTajics.
CebacThsiH CITyIIan BHUMATENIbHO, He niepeOuBasi. TOIBKO MHOTIAa IOKAYMBAJICS, OYyATO KHUBAL.

Korpa Kocrtd 3akoHYMII, OH IPOYUTAIT 3AMUCKY BCITYX:

— «Crnenyii 3a 1y4oM B TIOJJIEHb, KOTJJa TEHb YKaXeT MMy Tb. [Toj KaMHeM ¢ TpeluHon HailIu To,
YTO He JOJIKHO OBITh HaeHO. 1l TOMHU: KJTI0OY OTKPOET, HO He cpa3y. JloBephbCs 3eJEHOMY CTPaxy.»

— Hy u uro ThI ymaems? — crpocun Kocrs.

CebactpsiH goaro momyai. [ToTom ero rojoc mpo3Byvas 3aJyMUrBO:

— 370 YacTb rosioBoJIOMKH. U, cyjisi o BceMy, OUeHb cTapast. «3eJI€HbIN CTpaxk» — 3TO 5. 3Ha-
YHT, MOW CO3JaTesIb WM TIEPBbI XO35IMH 3HAJ, YTO 51 Oy[y XpaHHUTeJIeM TallHbl. A «JIy4 B IOJIICHb»
— 3TO, BEPOSITHO, COJTHEUHBIH JIy4, KOTOPBIY MaJJaeT Ha YTO-TO B ONpe/esieHHoe BpeMsl. «KaMmeHs ¢
TpEIMHON» — TOXe 3arenka. Ham HykHO HailTH 3TOT KameHb. U criesaTh 9TO B MOJI/IEHb.

— Ho rae uckars? — cripocun Kocts. — Bo aBope? B nonsane? Wi B camom gome?

— Hapo nonymars, — orBetnnn CebactbsiH. — Ho cHavasa cKaxu: Thl yBEpeH, UTO BOp TeOs
He 3ameTu?

— Ioutu yBepen, — ckazan Koctsi. — 4 cnipsitasncs 3a ckameiikoid. OH ocBeTUsT (POHAPUKOM,
HO He yBujei. [Torom yién.

— 310 x0opomo. Ho oH MOr moHATh, YTO KTO-TO ObLT B TYHHEJNE. 3HAUUT, Tenepb OH Oyaer
octopoxHee. 1, BO3MOXHO, BepHETCS1 cHOBA. Ham HYXHO J1eicTBOBaTh OBICTPO, HO aKKYPATHO.

— A dro genatb c 3anuckoin? — cnpocuit Kocrsi. — MoxeT, otHecTu e€ 1éte Basne?

— Her, — orpeszan Cebactbsin. — Térs Basns He 3HaeT o nonzeMHoM xofe. Eciu Mbl ckaxkem
eil, OHa MOJHUMET MTAHUKY, U BOP y3HAeT, YTO Mbl Hanlayiv Ha cjel. Jlydiie rmoka ocTaBUTh 3alUCKy Y
ce0s1. Ho xpanuts e€ HyxxHO HanéxHo. Cripsub Kyaa-HUOY/b, Ie HUKTO He HAWOET.

— Xopomo, — cornacuiicst Kocts. — Y MeHs B cTosie ecTb NoTaiiHoe oTAeseHue. 51 ero cam
caenait. Tyaa v ONOKY.

— Tonbko He 3a0y/b, YTO BOP MOXET OOBICKAaTh TBOIO KOMHATY, €CITU 3arof03puT Teds, —
Mpeaynpeans KakTyc.

Kocrs noéxuiics. ta MbIC/Ib €My HE TOHPABUJIACh.

— Ho 4 e ero He Bunesn, u oH MeHs He Buzen. OTKyza OH y3HaeT, 4To 310 57
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— Mauo nu. Tel B mogbe3ie 1a3us, ciebl MOr ocTaBUTh. Bynb octopoxeH. He roBopu HUKOMY,
naxe O6adyIke, uto ObuT B mofBasie. M BooOine, Beau cedst Kak OOBIYHO.

— JlagHo, — kuBHYN KocTsi. — A Thl He 3Haelllb, YTO O3HAYAET «KaMeHb C TPELIUHON» ?
MoxeT, 3T0 KaKOi-TO 0COOBIN KaMeHb BO IBOpe?

CebacThsH 3agymacs.

— 41 cTo10 Ha MOJOKOHHUKE, U BUKY TOJIBKO YacThb ABopa. Ho g cibiy Bc€. Kamuen Bo nBope
MHOTO: CTapblii OOPAIOPHBIA KaMeHb y BOPOT, BAJyH BO3Jie (uresisi, OETOHHAs IUIMTA y CapaeB.
Kawmensb ¢ TpemmHoi. .. XM. Bo3M0OXHO, 9TO TOT OOJIBIIION Cephlil BaJIyH, YTO JISKUT BO3JIE CTAPOTO
rmrens. S nomHIO, YTO B HEM eCTh ANMHHAS TpemuHa. EmeE B qeTcTBe TBOei 0adyIIky JeTH Urpajiu
BOKPYT HErO ¥ MpATAIU B TpeluHy 3anucku. Ho 31o Oputo gaBHO.

— A «i1yyu B nojjieHb» ? — cripocui Kocts. — Kak conHeuHsIl Jyd MOXeT yKa3arb MyTb?

— B nongeHs conHue CTOUT BBICOKO, U TEHH KOPOTKHUE. Ecin Jiyy najaer Ha TpelyHy B KaMHe,
TO OTpaXXE€HHWE MOXKET yKa3aTh HampasyieHue. Vi, Hao00poT, TeHb OT KAKOTO-TO MPeAMETa yKakKeT
Ha KameHb. HyXHO MpHWIATH Tyaa B MOJ/IEHb U MOCMOTPETh. 3aBTpa, HanpuMmep. B monieHb Thl Kak
pa3 Oyzels B mIKose. .. XOTs, Mofoxau. 3aBTpa cyooora? Her, 3aBTpa natHuia. B narHuity y tebds
ypoku 10 apeHaaari? Mnum no yacy? B moOom ciydae, B OJA€Hb Th BPsi JI OyAelib BO ABOPE.

Kocrs Haxmypuics.

— MosxHo cOexarhb ¢ mocieiHero ypoka. Ckaxy, 4To )KUBOT OOMT. VLT morpoIiy OTIpoCUTb.
B naTHMIly y Hac mociaeqHUM YPOKOM (DU3KYJIBTYPa, a 5 BCE paBHO He 000 (hyTOOI.

— 9710 prickoBaHHO, — 3amMeTui1 CebacTbsiH. — Ho ecnu no-apyromy He BBIIIET, TO MOKHO
nonpoOoBaTh. TONBKO HE BBI3BIBAN MOIO3PEHUN.

— S npunymaio yro-HuOYyAb, — noodeman Kocts. — A ceifuac aBaii elmg pa3 mocMOTpuM
Ha 3aIlMCKy. BOpyr Tam ecTh emE 4To-To, YTO S HE 3aMETUIL.

OH pa3BepHYJI JIMCTOK U MOJHEC ero K cBery. bymara Obuta cTapol, OKeNTeBIel, ¢ HEPOB-
HBIMH Kpasimu. [Touepk — MeJKuid, IBHO KeHCKHIA WU JeTCKHIA, C BATUEBATHIMU 3arJIaBHBIMU OYyK-
Bamu. KpoMe OCHOBHOTO TekcTa, BHM3Y ObUI HAPUCOBAH MaJICHBKUI 3HAK: KPYT, MEPeUEpKHYTHIH
JIMHUEH, a BHYTpH — Touka. Koctst mokasan ero CebacTbsiHy.

— Yro 310 32 3HAK?

— Xwm, — CebacTbsH 3amiesnectesl. — 51 He BUKY, HO MOTY MpecTaBuTh. Takol 3HaK WHOT/A
PHCOBAJIM HA CTApbIX KapTax: KPyr ¢ TOUKOM — 3TO 0003HAUEHHE KJIa/la WM TalHUKA. A mepedépk-
HYTBII KpYT... BO3MOXHO, 9TO CUMBOJI 3arpeTHoro mMecra. Mim «He BxoauTh». He mOMHIO TOYHO.
Ho 310 Hamék.

— Hawmék nHa uro?

— Ha 70, 4TO 1Mo/1 KaMHEM C TPEIIMHON CKPBIBAETCSI HEUTO, YTO «HE JOJIKHO OBITh HANICHO».
Tam MoxeT ObITh oracHo. Mu TaM HaxoouTes CAeIYIONMIA KoY K TaiiHe. B modoM cityyae, 3aBTpa
B TIOJI/IEHb HY’KHO IPOBEPUTD ITOT BAJTyH.

Kocrtst mocmoTtpen Ha yachl. Bouto yxke msith Bedepa. OH permsi, YTo ceroiHs OOJbIe He OUAET
BO JIBOP, UTOOBI HE MTPUBJIEKATh BHUMaHKE. BMECTO 3TOro oH akKypaTHO CIIpSTall 3alMCKY B IOTalHOE
OTIeJIeHHEe CTONA, a KOPOOOUKY — TIOJ CTONKY KHHT Ha mojike. [Totom mepeonesics B IOMAIIHION
OIEKAY U IOILIEN yKUHATb.

3a yxuHOM 6abyIIKa CIpoCcuIa, Kak Mpolia mporyika. KocTs ckazai, 4to urpai ¢ pedstamu B
NPATKU U YTO BO JBOPE CTAJIO CKYYHO, IIOTOMY YTO BCE YIIUTM Ha TUXUM yac. BaOyika nmocoBeroBasa
eMy OOoJIbIlie IBUTaThCsl M HE CUJIETh JIOMA.

Beuepowm, korna cremneno, Kocrst cHoBa NogomEN K KakTycy.

— Ce0acThsH, a eci 3aBTpa B MOJJICHD 1 He cMory BbhiOpaThcsi? Uto Torma?

— Torga npunérca xaare cnegyowero nHd. Ho 3ararusars Henb3d. Bop 4To-TO HMuier, U OH
yXke 3HaeT Ipo MoA3eMHbI Xoi. Eciv oH HalAET TallHUK paHblle HAc, OyleT MO3/HO.

— A yro oH umier? llkarynky? — cnpocuin Kocrs.
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— He tonpko. Ikatynka y Hero yxe ectb. Ho, cynsi o 3anucke, ecTb e Kakou-To MpejMer,
CIIPATAHHBIN 11071 KaMHeM. Bo3MO:xHO, 3TO BTOpast 4acTh KJloya Wiy Kapra. Eciiv oH coequHMT 1IKa-
TYJKY ¥ TO, 4TO TIOJ] KAMHEM, TO CMOXET JOOPaThCsl A0 INIABHOTO COKpOoBHUINA. [103TOMY HamM HYKHO
OIEPEUTH €T0.

— A 4r0 32 cokposuine? Thl paHbllie TOBOPUJI, UTO KyIiell | poMOB crpsiTal 4To-TO BakHOE,
HO He 3Haelllb, YTO UMEHHO.

— 51 MHOTO pa3 ciblman OOpPbHIBKA pa3roBOpoB. ['0OBOPHIIN O HEKOEM «UCTOUYHHUKE», KOTOPBIN
ucnionHser xkenaHus. Vnm o apeBHeM apredakte, KOTOpblil Japyer Biacte. Ho, ckopee Bcero, 3to
npocto jerenga. OIHAKO eciv BOP BEpUT B HEE, OH MOUJIET Ha BCE.

Kocts noéxuncsa. EMy crtano HEMHOTO KYTKO, HO B TO K€ BPEMS MHTEPEC MOJOTPEBAICS.

— A MOXeT, TaM U MpaBja YTO-TO €CTh? — MPeAnoaoxkuwi odH. — Hy, He UICTOUHUK, a, HAlIpU-
Mep, KJ1aJ ¢ 30J10ToM?

— Bcé moxer ObiTh, — yKJIOHUMBO OTBeTHT Cebacthsin. — Ho 3o0m0to Bpsim . Ckopee,
JOKYMEHTBHI WJIM BElllb, IPEACTABIISAIOIAsA HEHHOCTD U151 UcTOpuu. Vu )11 Maruu, ecii B He€ BEpUTb.

— Marun? — Koctst ynuBiéHHO NogHs1 OpoBH. — ThI ke caM rOBOPHIIIb CO MHOM, a 9TO yXke
Marus.

— 4 ne marus, — Bo3pazmn CeOacTbsiH. — $1 TPOCTO OUYEHb CTapBIl KAKTYC, KOTOPBIN
Hayuusics oO0marbcsi. Moxer ObITh, BO MHE €CTh YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE, HO s He CUMTAI0 ceOs1 BOJIIIeO-
HbIM. [TpocTO TaK CIIOKMIIOCH.

— Hy, a1 MeHs Thl BC€ paBHO BOJIIIEOHBIN, — ybIOHYJCS KocTs.

KaxTyc THXOHBKO 3a1lesiecTesn, 4to, BEpOsITHO, O3HAYAIIO YIIBIOKY.

— JlagHo, MM criaTh. 3aBTpa pelaniuii AeHb. [loctapaiics ObITh BO 1BOpe B NoiieHb. Ecin
He MOy4nTCs, He oTyamBarics. [Ipuaymaem qpyroit croco0.

Kocts moskenan eMy CrIOKOWHOW HOUM | JIET B KpoBaTh. Ho coH He mén. OH Bopovasics ¢ O0Ky
Ha OOK, BCMIOMMHAsI TEMHBIA TYHHENb, JIyd (pOHApHKa, IIarv 3a cnuHoi. Emy Obuto cTparHo, HO
TOOOIBITCTBO TMIEPECHINBAJIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH YCHYJI, U €My CHOBA CHWJICSI TION3EMHBIN XOII, HO
Terepb TaM ObLIO CBETJIO, M OH IIEN psitoM ¢ CebacThsiHOM, KOTOPHIH, K ynuBienuio Koctu, maran
Ha COOCTBEHHBIX KOPHSIX, KaK Ha HOTax.

Ha cnenyromuit nens Kocts Bcrast ¢ TBEpabpIM HaMEepEHHEM TOTIACTh BO JBOP K MOIYAHIO. YTPO
B LIIKOJIE MPOLIIO B HeTeprieHnH. Ha nepBoM ypoke OH 4epTuil B TETpajiv IUIaH ABOpa, OTMevas, Ijie
HaXOJIUTCS BaJIyH C TpelMHON. OH MOMHUJI, YTO 3TOT BAJIyH JIEKUT HEAJIEKO OT CTaporo (purelts,
3a KyCTaMU CUPEHH, TIOUTH y caMoro 3abopa. PaHbllie ety Tam urpaim B pa300MHUKOB, a TeNepb TaM
YacTO BAJISUIMCh CTapble IIMHBI U PiKaBOE HKEJIE30.

Ha tpetrbem ypoke Koctst Hayan HepBHMYATh. [l0 MomyaHs OCTaBaIoch UyTh OOJbIE Yaca, a
Briepey enié qBa ypoka. OH pemi, 9to cOeXHUT C MATOro ypoka, (pusKysTypsl. Ho 10 3TOr0 Hy)HO
OBLIO IOKWTh.

Ha 6osbimoit nepemene PoMka orsth Mogomen K Hemy.

— TwI cerogns eme Oomee CTpaHHbINA, YeM Buepa, — cKazajl oH. — OMATh YTO-TO CKPhIBACIIIb ?

— Her, — xopotko orsetnit Kocts. — IIpocto He Bbicniazics. MHe HOUBbI0 CHUJIMCH KOLIMApHI.

— IIpo 4uro? — 3aunTepecoBaiicss Pomka.

— IIpo To, Kak s Uy Mo TEMHOMY TYHHEJIO, 32 MHOM KTO-TO TOHUTCSI, — YECTHO MPU3HAJICS
KocrTs, He BAaBasich B OIpoOHOCTH.

— Kytb, — moéxwiicss PomMka. — I 661 Ha TBOEM MeCTe He CMOTPEJ Ha HOUb YKACTHKH.

— 1 ux He cMoTpio, — OypkHya Kocrs.

[Tocne nepemensl Hauascs ypok ucropuu. Kocrst moutu He ciymian yuurensi, O AbIBasl HA
yacel. CTpesku noisau MeajieHHo. OH IIPeACTaBIsA, KaK COIHEUHbIH JIyY B MOJIIEHb KOCHETCS Tpe-
IIMHBl Ha BaJIyHE, U YTO-TO MPOU30MIET. MOKET, JIyd yKaKeT Ha MECTO, II€ CIIPATAaH CIEAYIOMI
xnod? My o KaMHEM OKakeTcsl TaliHUK ?
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Hakoser mpo3BeHes 3BOHOK C 4eTBEPTOro ypoka. Koctst ObIcTpo coOpall pioK3ak U, BMECTO
TOTO YTOOBI MJITH B CIIOPT3aJI, HAMTPABUJICS K BHIXOLY. OH 3HaJI, UTO (PU3KYJIBTYpa IMPOXOJUT HA YIIUIIE,
Y y4uTesb, KaK MPaBWIO, HE CUMTAET YYEHUKOB IO TOJIOBaM, OCOOCHHO B KoHIe Henenn. Ho Bcé
PaBHO PUCK OBLI.

— Th Kyma? — cripocu ero oqHokIaccHUK JI€mka, korjga Koctst cBepHys1 B CTOPOHY BHIXOJIA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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