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AHHOTaAMSA

Kocts1, OOBIYHBIA MajbUMK M3 CTAPOro J0Ma, OJHAKAbI Y3HAET,
YTO CTOJIETHMH KaKTyC HA €ro MOJOKOHHUKE YMEET Pa3roBapHBAaTh.
Kaktyc mo wmenn CeOGacThsiH MOMHUT BCEX XXUJIBLOB U XPaHUT
TaliHy ioMa. BMmecte oHM paccreyloT Kpaky CTApUMHHOM IIKATYJIKU
Y OTIPABJIAIOTCS B TOA3EMeIbe, TIe CIPSITaH UCTOYHUK HEOOBIYHON
cwibl. JIpy3bsiM IPEICTOUT Pa300/1aunTh BOPOB, CIIACTH JIOM U TTOHSITS,
YTO HACTOSIIIEEe COKPOBHUIIE — 3TO HE 30JI0TO, a JAPYk0Oa, BEPHOCTh
Y YMEHMe CITyIIaTh. JleTckasi mpuKmoYeHYecKas MoBeCcTh O uyaecax,
KOTOPBIE ’KUBYT PSIJIOM, €CJIU B HUX BEPUTb.



Conep:kanue

I'naBa nepsas, B KOTOPOY CTOJIETHUM KaKTyC
HapyluaeT THIMHY, a KocTta 4yTh He nmagaer ¢
TaOypeTKn

['naBa BTOpas, B kotopoit Kocrs cryckaercs B
TIOJIBAJT 1 HAXOUT TaM ropaszo OOJbIlle, YeM
OXKMIAT

KoHel 03HaKOMUTENBHOTO (pparMeHTa.
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Yanag M.
T'oBopAIMI KAKTYC U
TalHa CTaporo aAomMa

I'1aBa nmepBasi, B KOTOPO# CTOJIETHUM
KaKTyC HapyliaeT TUIINHY, a
KocTsa uyTh He najaeT ¢ TaOypeTKu

Ilom HOMmep cemb mo yiwmie CamoBoi ObLI, TOXamyW, ca-
MBIM CTapbiM JOMOM BO BcéM ropoae. OH CTosul B TiIyOMHE
JBOpa, CIIPSTaBIIMCh 32 JBYMsSI BBICOYEHHBIMU TOIMOJSIMHU, KO-
TOpBIE TIO Beyepam IeJIecTesIN Tak, OyATO MepecKa3blBaI JIpyr
Jpyry Bce TBOpPOBbIe ceKpeThl. CTEHBI JoMa ObLIN CIIOKEHBI U3
TEMHO-KPACHOTO KUPNHUYA, MECTAMU TOKPBITOrO 3€JI€HOBATHIM
MXOM, a KpblllIa, KPbITasl CTAPBIM KEJIE30M, KOe-TJie TpopkaBena
Y HallOMUHAJIa CIIMHY APEBHETO JIPaKOHa, YCHYBIIETO cpeau s10-
JIOHb U KYCTOB CHPEHHU.

Kocre ator nom HpaBuics. EMy HpaBUJIOCh BCE: U CKPUILY-
yasi IepeBsIHHAs JIECTHULIA, KOTOpasl Ha KaX[bli Iar OT3bIBa-
J1aCh CBOMM OCOOEHHBIM I'0JI0COM, ¥ IIIMPOKUIA MOJOKOHHUK B UX
KBapTUPE Ha BTOPOM 3Taxke, U JaXke TO, YTO B MOIbE3/E BCErna
MaxJI0 HEMHOTO TbLIbI0, HEMHOTO CYIIEHBIMU SIOJIOKAMH U eInié



YeM-TO HEYJIOBUMBIM, YTO ObIBaeT TOJBKO B OUEHb CTApbIX JIO-
max. Kazanoce, cam oM MOMHWII COTHH UCTOPUH, HO pacCKa3bl-
BaTh UX HUKOMY He COOMPAJICS.

Kocte 6but0 oqrHHAAATh J1eT. OH HOCWII OYKH C TOHKOH ce-
peOPHCTOl OMPaBOid, KOTOPbIE MOCTOSIHHO CIIOJI3aIM Ha KOHYMK
HOCa, 0OCOOEHHO KOT/1a OH BOJTHOBAJICS WJIM YMTAJ YTO-TO OYEHb
uHTepecHoe. Bonockl y Hero Obu TEMHBIE, BEYHO B3bEpPOIIIEH-
Hble, a Ha JIEBOW IIeKe, ONMKe K yXy, BUJHENACh MajleHbKasl
KOPUYHEBAsl POJIMHKA, KOTOPYIO Oa0yIIKa Ha3bIBaJIa «OTMETKON
mo6oMBITCTBa». KocTst v mpaBaa 6611 ykacHO MOOOMBITHEIM. Ero
MHTEPECOBAJIO BCE: TIOUEMY CBETATCS 3BE3/IBI, Ky/la JEBaeTCs BO-
13 U3 JIYXH, I0YeMy COCENICKHIA KOT Bapcuk XOIUT Mo KapHU3y
C TaKUM BHUJIOM, OYJITO OH XO3sIMH BCEro KBaprajia, U, KOHEUHO,
MIOYEMY CTapblid KaKTyC Ha MOAOKOHHUKE B MX KOMHATE TaKOU
KOJIIOUMH U TAKOW. .. CTPAHHBIN.

ITOT KaKTYC MOSIBUJICA B IOME 3aJI0JITO JI0 TOTO, KaK POIMIICS
cam Kocrs, 1 gaxe 3a70r0 10 TOro, Kak poausiach ero mMama.
babymika roBopuia, 9To KakTyc AOCTaJCsS eil OT e€ COOCTBEH-
HOM 6a0yIIKH, a To — OT e€ Matepu. Tak 4To pacTeHUIo0 ObLIO
HHMKaK He MEHBIIIE CTa JieT. BhIrisiies OH COOTBETCTBEHHO: TOJI-
CTHI, peOpHCTHIN, TEMHO-3€JIEHBIA CTBOJ, CJIETKa W3O0THYTHIM,
Oy/ITO KaKTyC BCIO KM3Hb MPUCITYIIUBAJICS K YeMY-TO, UTO IPO-
MCXOAMJIO 32 OKHOM. Ha BepxylIke y Hero tTopyaiu pekue, HO
OYeHb JIJTMHHBIC U OCTPhIe KOMIOYKH, KOTOPhIE HA COJHIIE OTJIU-
BaJIM JKEJITM3HOMW, & B MACMYyPHbIC THUA Ka3aJIUCh TIOYTH YEPHBI-
Mu. [OpITIOK y KakTyca ObLT TIMHSAHBINA, C OOTyNUBIIEHCS T1a3y-



PbI0, Ha KOTOPO KOTrJa-TO OBUIM HAPUCOBAHBI CUHUE He3a0yIKU.
Ceituac OT puCyHKa OCTAJIMCh JIIIIb OJieJHbIe pa3Bojibl, HO KocTs
BCE paBHO CUMTAJT TOPIIOK KPACHUBBIM.

Kaktyc crosin Ha mojiokoHHMKe B KomHate Koctu, B camom
yriy, OMke K OKHY, BBIXOZsIIEMy Bo 1Bop. KocTst yacto cunen
PSIOM C HUM Ha CTapoOM JEPEeBSHHOM TaOypete, Jefal ypOKH
WY TIPOCTO CMOTpe Ha yuity. MHoria eMy Ka3ajioch, 4To Kak-
Tyc To)ke cMOTpuT. Hy, He TO YTOOBI CMOTPUT — Y HEro Belb
He ObUI0 m1a3. Ho ObU1o B HEM 4YTO-TO TAaKOe, KaKOe-TO MOJT4a-
JIMBOE BHUMaHMe, CJIOBHO pacTeHHe MPUCTYIINBAETCS K KakI0-
MY CJIOBY, K KaXJIOMY IIIOPOXY, K Kaxaomy miary B jome. Kocrs,
KOHEYHO, HUKOMY 00 3TOM He roBopuI. 3acmetoT. CKaxyT: Bbl-
aymiuk. Ho wHOraa, ocraBasich OMH, OH TUXOHBKO Pa3roBapu-
BaJI C KakTycoM. IIpocTo Tak, 4ToOBI He OBLIO CKYYHO.

— Hy uTo0, 3en€Hblii, Kak Jena? — CIpOCKI OH Kak-TO Beve-
pPOM, yCakMBasiCh Ha MOJIOKOHHUK C KHU)KKOW PO MUPATOB. —
OnsATh Bech JICHD CTOSI, MbLIb cOOMpa?

Koneuno, kakryc momyai. O Beerna mommyas. Ho Kocre ka-
3aJ10Ch, UTO MOJTYAHME Y HErO Kakoe-TO OCOOEHHOe, He IMYCTOoe,
a 3amymunBoe. Kak OyaTro oH BOT-BOT UTO-TO CKaXeT, HO He pe-
IIaercs.

3a okHOM TeMHeJ0. Tonoss 3aienecTesn rpoMye, Mo JBOpY
npoOexka TEMILIA JIeTHUI BETePOK, IPUHOCS 3allax HarpeTou 3a
JIeHb 3eMJTH M pacITyCTHBIIICHCS CUpeHH. B kBapTHpe ObUIO THXO:
MaMa yIIuia Ha HOYHOE JIS)KYPCTBO (OHa paboTaia Me/ICeCTpou B
TOPOZICKOM OOJTBHUIIE), a Oa0yIIIKa CMOTpeia TEJIEBU30p B CBOEH



KOMHaTe, HO 3BYK JieJlajla COBCEM THXO, 4ToObI He Memath Kocre.
CabiTHO OBLIO TOJIBKO, KaK Ha KyXHE KaraeT KpaH: Karl-Kar-Kar.
Jla emé XoaonuIbHUK BpeMsl OT BPEMEHU HAuMHAJ ypuaTbh, Kak
CTapblii JOOPOMYIITHBIN 3BEPb.

KocTs1 OTKpbUT KHUTY, HO YATaTh HE XOTeJIOCh. B ronoy se3-
JIM BCSIKME MBICJIA. YTPOM OH CJIBIIIAJ, KaK BO ABOPE COCEHKA,
T€TS Bans, pyrajach ¢ KEM-TO MO Tejie(pOHy: TOBOpUIA, UTO Y
He€ U3 KBapTUPbI TpoNaJia Kakas-To CTAapUHHAsA MIKaTyJKa. bya-
TO OBI 3Ta MIKATYJKA CTOsIa Y HEe€ Ha KOMOJIE, TIO/l KPY>KeBHOM
candeTkou, 1 BOT — ucyesiia. KocTs He oueHb NOHsI, B YEM Jie-
JI0, HO TéTs1 Bajis Kpruasia Tak TpOMKO, UTO OBLJIO CIIBIIITHO Jake
yepe3 3aKpbIToe OKHO. OHa roBOpUjIa YTO-TO PO «(haMUIIbHYIO
HIEHHOCTh» U «IpadalyIIKiHy namsth». KocTs Torna momymait:
BOT OBl HAWTH 3Ty mKatynky! Bort 6pi10 661 ipukimOueHne! Ho
MOTOM OH OTBJIEKCS Ha bapcuka, KOTOpbIM Kak pa3 B 3TOT MO-
MEHT HArJIO CTAllliJI COCUCKY CO CTOJIA y JIBOPHUYMXHU, U 3a0bL1
00 3TOM.

Tenepb xe, cusl Ha MOJOKOHHUKE, OH CHOBA BCIIOMHUJI ITPO
mKkatyaky. atepecHo, kakasi oHa? Mosxert, iepeBsiHHas, C pe3-
HbIMU y30pamu ? nmn MeTaimueckasi, C CeKpEeTHbIM 3aMOYKOM ?
A 4ro B Hell iexano? Teérs Bans He ckazasa, 4To IMEHHO Iporia-
JIO BMECTE CO IIKATYJIKOW. MOXeT, TaM ObUTH CTapUHHBIE MOHE-
Te1? Wmu mucema? Minu gparouienHoctu? Koctst B3goxHy. Tai-
HbI BCET/1a MAaHWIIU €10, HO OOBIYHO OHU MPOUCXOIWIIN HE C HUM,
aT/1e-TO B KHMKKAX WIA KUHO. A TYyT — IPSIMO B COCEHEN KBap-
THUDE.



— Bort OBl y3HaTh, KTO €€ B3sI, — MpOoOOPMOTAJT OH, TSI
Ha KakTyc. — Tbl, HaBEpHOE, MHOI'O Yero BUJIE 3a CTo JeT. Ecim
Obl ThI yMeJI TOBOPUT. ..

WM TyT npon3o1uio HeuTo Takoe, oT yero Kocrs 4yte He cBa-
JIWJICS C TIOIOKOHHMKA.

— A TBI AyMaellb, 1 He yMe? — pa3jaycsa BIPYI THUXUH,
CKPMILY UM IOJIOC, TOXOKUH Ha IIEJIECT CYXUX JIMCTHEB.

Kocrs 3amep. KHura BBICKOJIB3HYIIA y HETO U3 PYK U C MATKUM
CTYKOM ynaja Ha noji. OH ycraBwics Ha KakTyc. Kakryc crosu
HeroBMKHO. B KomHaTe 0bUTO THXO. TONBKO XOMOAMIPHUK Ha
KyXHE CHOBa 3aypyaJl.

— 910 TBI?.. — nporenTtan Kocrs, 4yBCTBys, Kak M0 CIIMHE
npoOeskan Xonogok. — Tl ceidvac. .. roBOpuI?

Kakryc He orBetwi. Kocta nmpoté€p miasa, nmonpasui OYKH,
YUIAITHYJ ce0s 3a pyKy. BombHo. 3HauunT, He crut. OH OCTOPOK-
HO CJle3 C MOJOKOHHMKA, OOOMLIEN BOKPYT TOpIIKa, 3arIsHYyJ 3a
HETO, JJa)Ke MPUIIOAHSA 3aHABECKY — BIpPYT TaM KTO-TO CIps-
Tasncsa? Ho 3a 3aHaBeckoil ObUIO TYCTO, TOJBKO IMbUTh U JOXJIast
MyXa Ha NOIOKOHHUKE.

— HagepHoe, nocisiiianocs, — npodopmotan Kocrs. —
Wnu 310 TeneBusop y 0aOyIiKu.

OH MogHsN KHUTY, cel Ha TaOypeT | mombITaics yntars. Ho
OyKBBI MIpbIray niepes rma3aMu. EMy Bc€ Bpemsi Ka3asloch, 4To
KakTyc cMOTpUT Ha Hero. Her, npasaa cmorpur! Ho y Hero xe
Het ra3! Kocrs cHoBa mocmotpen Ha pactenue. OObIYHBIN KaK-
Tyc. Komouku, 3enéHsiil cTBOI, ropiiok ¢ Hezabyakamu. Hude-



ro HeoOsryHOro. Ho rosioc. .. I'omoc ObUT CIMIITKOM OTYETIUBBIM.
Caumkom HACTOSIIIMM.

— JlamHo, — ckazan Kocrst cam cebe, — HaJI0 MEHbIIIE YK-
TaTh HA HOYb PO NPUBUACHUM.

OH CcHOBa yTKHYJICSI B KHUTY, HO Ye€Pe3 MUHYTY HE BblAEpKa
Y CIIPOCHIT:

— DU, kaktyc. Ecm Thl yMeelb roBOPUTb, CKaKU YTO-HU-
Oyap eIe.

TummHa. ToabKO KpaH Ha KyXHe: Karl-Karl-Karl.

Kocrsa nocunen ene HeMHOro, 3aTeM Moxall IUIEYaMH U OTJIO-
*us kaury. Hago Obuto JIoKUThCS crath. 3aBTpa B 1Koy, OH
y’ke BCTajl ¢ Tadypera, MOTSAHYJCS, KaK BAPYr CHOBA YCJIbIIIA
TOT 7K€ TOJIOC, HO TENeph OH 3ByYasl OTUETIIMBEE U UyTh I'POMYE:

— He cnermn, Koctuk. Ham ¢ To60ii Hago moroBopuTs. [leno
BAJKHOE.

Teneps Kocta nmoanpeirayn Ha mecte. ['o0c TOYHO 1IEN OT
NoAOKOHHUKA. OH He JOHOCWJICSI HU M3-3a OKHA, HU U3 COCE/l-
Her KOMHaThl. OH pOXIAJCs MPSAMO 3[€Ch, PAIOM C INIMHSIHBIM
ropiikoM. Koctst Me1JIeHHO MOBEPHYJICS K KAaKTYCy.

— D9TO0 BCE-TAaKU Thl, — CKa3aj oH menorom. — Ho kak?..
KakTtychl He pa3roBapuBaroT. TO HEBO3MOXKHO!

— MHoroe B 3TOM [1I0M€ HEBO3MOXKHO, — MPOIIIEIECTEN TO-
noc. — Opnako mpoucxoaut. Caauch-Ka, He cTod cTojoom. Y
MEH$ OT TBOETO BUA KOJIIOUKH BSIHYT.

Kocrs, BcE emé He Bepst CBOMM YIIIaM, OITyCTUJICS Ha Tabyper.
OH cMOTpen Ha KakTyc BO Bce miaza. ToT ocTaBajics Ha BUJ CO-



BepIleHHO OOBIYHBIM, HO Teriepb KocTe Ka3aiock, 4to ero 3ej1é-
Hasl TOBEPXHOCTD CJIErKa MOAparuBaeT, Oy/ATo pacTeHUE JABIIINT.

— Tt HacTosammmn? — cnpocun Kocrsa. — Wi g cowén ¢
yma?

— Eciu b1 THI cOMEN ¢ yMa, st ObI IEPBBIN 3aMETHJI, — OTBe-
THJI KaKTyC. — 4] CTOIO TyT CTO TPUALIATh CEMB JIET. 3a 3TO BPEM
s1 BUJIEN CTOJIBKO CyMacCHIE/IINX, CKOJIBKO Thl 32 CBOIO XU3Hb HE
Bujien. Thl MOKa B cBOEM yMme. XOTs BUJ y TeOsl, KOHEUHO, TITy-
MOBATHIN.

Kocrs oTKpBUI pOT, 3aKpbUI, CHOBA OTKPBUL. EMY X0Tesnocs 3a-
JaTh MWJIMOH BOIPOCOB: Kak Thl ropopuiib? [louemy panblie
Momaan? [Touemy numeHHo ceitac? Tol BommeOHbIi? Tedst KTo-
To 3akongoBan? Tel ymeens xoquth? TeGe HyxHa Boga? Ho Bce
CJIOBa Kyaa-To pasbexanuch. HakoHel OH BbIIaBIIT:

— Cro tpuauarh cems Jiet? badyika roBopuia — CTo.

— Balyika TBos1, KOHEUHO, 100past JKEeHIMHA, HO CUUTATh He
yMeeT, — MPOBOpYas KakTyc. — MeHs ocaiuiu B ThICSYa BO-
CEMBCOT BOCEMBIECAT CEIbMOM TOfy. A el 3TOro 3HaTh He 005-
3aresibHO. BripoueM, o nudpax norom. Ceituac BakHee Ipyroe.

Kocts notép 106. B Buckax crydano. OH Bc€ eInié He Mor IMo-
BEPUTh, UTO CUJIUT U Pa3roBapuBaet ¢ pacreHreM. Ho romnoc Obu1
TAKUM CIIOKOMHBIM, JIEJIOBUTHIM, HEMHOTO BOPWIMBBIM, YTO 3TO
MIOYEMY-TO YCTIOKauBaJIo.

— A Kak T1e0s1 30ByT? — CIPOCUJI OH.

— 30ByT? — KakTyc 3agymaics. — Jlioau oObr4HO 3BaIN Me-
H$1 [TPOCTO «KaKTyc». HekoTopble — «komouka». OJHa AeBOUKa,



JIET CTO Ha3a/l, 3Baia MeHs 3enéHnM Jlssapkon. Ho ecii xodenn,
MOXeIIIb 3BaTh MEHSI. .. M-M-M... Ce0acThsIH.

— Cebactpsin? — nepecnpocun Koctsa. — A mouemy Ce-
6acTbsH?

— KpacuBoe umsa. Ycaplman Kak-To OT OZHOIO rOCTA 3TOrO
noma. OH uiTa BCIyX KHUTY, a 51 3anioMHII. TeOe He HpaBuTcs?

— Hpasurcsa, — 4vectHo ckazan Kocrsa. — [Ipocto Heoxu-
JaHHoO. f mymast, KakTychl Ha3bIBAIOT Kak-HUOYb nornporiie. Hy,
Hanpumep, Komouka nim 3eneHsblil.

— 4 cmkoM crap i Takux UMEH, — C JIOCTOMHCTBOM OT-
BeTHJ1 KakTyc. — CebacTbsiH — B caMblii pa3. BHyIaeT yBaske-
HUE.

Koctst HeBonmbHO yibiOHYCS. CTpaXx NMOHEMHOTY OTCTYIAJ,
yCTyTasi MeCTO Xrydemy JIOOOBITCTBY. OH NIpUABUHYIICS OJTU-
xe.

— Cnymaii, CebacTbsiH, a TIOYeMy Thl 3arOBOPHJI UMEHHO
certuac? Tol Beb CTOJIBKO JIET MOJTYAJL.

KakTyc crierka mokauHysicsi, XOTsl BeTpa B KOMHATe He ObUIO.

— IMoromy uTO ciyumnack 6eia, — cka3aid oH Tuxo. — B
3TOM JJOME COBEPLIEHO IpecTtyrieHue. U He mpocroe. YkpaaeHa
Belllb, KOTOpasi XpaHUT BaKHBIN cekpeT. U eciiu e€ He BepHYTh
JI0 KOHIIA HEJIETN, MOXKET ITPOU30MUTH HENMOIPABUMOE.

¥V Koctu mypariiku nodesxanu mo koxe. OH cpa3y BCIOMHUT
YTPEeHHUI pa3roBop T€TU Banu.

— Ilkarynka! — BockMKHYN OH. — CrapuHHas IIKaTyJIKa,
na? 4 cnpiman, T€ra Bana kpuyasa, 4to y Heé npornana (haMuib-



Hasl HIKaTyJIKa.

— Tuxo! — 3ammmnen kaktyc. — He kpruu. babymiky pa3oy-
quiib. la, peub iMeHHo o Held. Ho BCE ropasio cepbé3Hee, yem
KakeTcsl. JTa IIKaTyJIKa He IPOCTo cTapas Bemuia. OHa cBsa3a-
Ha ¢ camMuM goMoM. C ero TauHOM.

— C kakou TaniHOM? — cripocui Kocts ménorom, 4yBCTBYH,
KaK ceplle 3aKOJOTUIIOCh ObICTpee.

— JHonro paccka3biBaTh, — YKJIOHUYMBO OTBEeTHI1 CeOacThsIH.
— Ho ecnu kpatko: gom HoMep ceMb 1o yauie CaloBoi CTOUT
Ha ocodoMm mecte. [Tog HUM, IITyOOKO B 3emMJie, eCTh TO, UTO He
JIOJDKHO TIOMAcTh B UykKHUe PYKH. A IIKaryiaka — kJjod. Wnm,
BEpHee, yacTh KJova. S noka u cam He Bc€ nonnmaw. Ho 3Hato
OJJHO: €CJIM IIKATYJIKa MOMAJET K TOMY, KTO 3HAET €€ UCTUHHYIO
LIEHHOCTbh, — OBITH O€JIE.

Kocrs ciyman 3atauB ipixaHue. 3a OKHOM YK€ COBCEM CTeM-
Heso. JIyHa BhIT/IsiHY 1A U3-32 00JIAKOB M 3aJ1iJla KOMHATY ceped-
pucCThIM cBeTOM. TeHHU OT pambl OKHA MIEPEYEPKHYJIM MO0, a KaK-
TYC B 9TOM CBeTe KazaJics emié OoJiee 3araJOYHbIM.

— U kr0 x)e e€ ykpan? — cnpocun Kocrs.

— Bor 310 HamM U NpeAcTOUT BBIACHUTb, — oTBeTUN Ce-
OacTbssH. — $1 BUZEN U CIBIIIAT MHOTOE, HO TPOIUION HOYBIO,
KOrga MpOoW30LLIa Kpaxa, 5, Kak Haszjo, 3aapeMal. CTapocTs,
3Haelb Jid. Komouku yxe He Te, cod kpende. Ho koe-uto s Bcé
ke 3ameTni1. 11 'y MeHs ecTb o103peHus1.

— Kakue? — Kocrs nogancst Bnepén.

— Iorogu. Bcemy cBo€ Bpems. CHauasia s TOJKeH yOeanuTh-



cs1, 9TO TeOe MOXKHO JIOBEPSITh. M 9TO THI rOTOB IIOMOYb. [eJ10 3T0
HEyTo4YHOe. BO3MOXHO, TPUAETCA JIA3UTH 110 MOABAIAM, MO/I-
CJIyLLIMBaTh, CIEAUTD. Thl HE U3 MYIJIUBbIX ?

Kocrs pacripaBui muieyn.

— 4 He w3 nyrmuBeix! S, ecnu xouens 3HaTh, MPOILUIBIM Jie-
TOM OIMH Yepe3 CTPOUKY XOAWJ, Tae codaku oponar. U audero.

— Crpoiika ¢ cobakamMl — 3TO, KOHEYHO, CEpbhE3HO, —
yemexHycst CebactbsiH. — Ho 31ech moxet ObITh onacHee. Bop
— KTO-TO U3 XWIbIIOB WK TOT, KTO UMEET JI0CTyM B JoM. U1 oH
MOJKET TIOUTH Ha BCE, YTOOBI JOBECTH AENO 10 KOHIIA.

— Ilyctb ToNBKO MOMPoOyeT! — xpadpo 3asBun Kocrsa. — A
€ro ObICTPO BbIBEY HA YUCTYIO BOJY.

Kakryc cHoBa nokaunyscs. Ha sror paz Kocre nokasanocs,
YTO OH OIOOPUTENILHO KMBHYIL.

— Xopomo. Torna caymaii. 1 pacckaxy TeGe To, 4TO 3HAIO.
A 3aBTpa HaYHEM JIeMICTBOBaTh. TOJILKO OMHU: HUKTO HE JOJ-
JKEH 3HaThb, YTO s YMEIO TOBOPUTh. JTO Halll ceKpeT. Eciu monu
y3HAIOT, HAYHETCS Takoe... B obmiem, OyayT Tonbko memiats. U
€Il€: HEe B3yMail HUKOMY paccKa3blBaTh O HAILlEM pacciieoBa-
Huu. [axe 6a0ymike. Haxe myumemy apyry. [ToHsn?

— Ilonsan, — kuBHyn Kocta. — Cekper Tak cekper. S ymero
XPaHUTb TalHBI.

— Bot u omiinuno. Torga ciyiiai ucroputo 3toro goma. Bep-
Hee, TO, YTO 5 yCIesl y3HaTh 3a CTO TPUALATh CEMb JIET.

N CebactbsiH Havas pacckasbiBath. ['010C ero, TUXUM U 11ie-
JIECTSIINM, CIIOBHO BETEP B CTapoM JIMCTBE, yBoaua KocTio Bcé



Jauipliie B mpoiiioe. [Jom Homep ceMb, OKa3blBA€TCsl, IOCTPOUI B
KOHIIE JIeBSATHAATOrO BeKa Kytiell o (pamuuu [ ' pomos. Kymenn
ObLT OOTraThiid, HO, KAK BOTUTCS, CO CTpaHHOCTSIMU. OH yBJIeKaI-
Cs1 BCAIKMMHU TalHBIMU HAyKaMU, aJIXUMHUEN, CTApUHHBIMU KapTa-
MU U JereHgamu. [loroBapuBaiu, 4To Ha MECTE TOTO JI0Ma KO-
IAa-TO CTOSUIO IpeBHEE KaIlulIlle, a Moj| 3eMJIEN OCTATUCh XOAbI U
noTtaiiHbie KoMHaThl. Kymer; [']poMOB sIKOOBI HAIIIEN OIMH U3 Ta-
KHX XOJIOB U CIIPATAJ TaM YTO-TO OYEHb IIEHHOE. A 4TOObI Haii-
TH 3TO MECTO, HYKHO ObLJIO UMETh OCOOBIN KJTI0Y — IIIKATYJIKY,
BHYTPY KOTOPOUW XPAaHWJIACh KapTa WM HEYTO MOJ0OHOE.

— Ho mikarynka He y camoro ['pomoBa Oblia, — MpOgoIKa
CebactbsiH. — OH oTan e€ cBoel JajibHel POJCTBEHHMIIE Ha
xpaHeHue. Ta Kuja B 3TOM ke JOMe, TOJIbKO B IPYTOM MOIbE3IE.
Inu roawl, 1OM MEPEXOIUT U3 PYK B PYKH, KUJIbLIBI MEHSLTUCD,
HO IIKaTYJIKa OcTaBajach B cembe. [loka He momasna K TBoew co-
cenke, Tére Bane. Ona — nocneanss u3 poaa ['poMoBbIX, XOTs
cama 00 3TOM Jake He JorajapiBaercs. Jlymaer, mikarynka mpo-
CTO CTapUHHas CeMeWHas Belllb, U BCE.

— A uro B Hei? — cnpocun Kocrs.

— He 3nHat0 Touno. Hukorna e€ He otkpeiBai. Ho cibiman,
KaK CTO JIeT Ha3aj npadadka T€Tu Banmm ropopuiia, 4To B IIIKa-
TYJIKE JIEXKUT «ITyTeBOAHAS HUTh». UTO 3TO 3HAUUT — yma He
npuioxy. Moxer, KapTa, MOXeT, CTUX-3arajgka. Ho ofHo sicHO:
0€e3 3TON «HUTH» MOA3EMHBIN X0 HE HAUTH.

— A 3ayeM KOMY-TO MCKaTh MOA3EMHBIN X017 — YAUBHICS
Kocrts. — Y10 Tam Takoro 1eHHoro?



— T'oBopio ke: kynel [’ poMoB cripsitasi TaM CBOE IJIaBHOE CO-
kposuine. He mpocto pensru wimm 3omoto. Heuro ropasmo 6o-
Jee BakHOe. YTo MIMEHHO — TO4YHO He 3Haw. Ho B 1ome Beeraa
XOIWJIU CIIyXH, UTO MOJ, 3€MJIEW COPATAH «UCTOYHUK», KOTOPBIA
UCTIONHSIeT xenanus. Mnm uto-to B 3TOM pope. Jlioau moosT BbI-
OyMmbiBaTh. Ho pa3 BOp yKpas IKaTyJIKy, 3HAYUT, OH B 3TU CITyXU
BepuT. U, BO3MOXKXHO, 3HaeT OoJIbliie Hac.

Kocrs nmoéxuiicsi. 3a OKHOM BETep HIBBIPHYJI TOPCTh JIUCTHEB
B crekyio. EmMy Bapyr crayio He mo cede. EmE yrpom oH kui
OOBIYHOW JKU3HBIO: IIIKOJIA, YPOKH, KOT Bapchk, KHUXKA PO TH-
paroB. A Tenepb CUIUT U CIIYIIAET PACCKA3 CTOJIETHETO KaKTyca O
MOA3EMHBIX X0/1aX 1 cokpoBuilax. Kak B HacTos1ieM nerekTrse!

— W 4ro xe Thl BUe MPOIUION HOUbI0? — HAIIOMHUIT OH.

— 4 xe ckasan: 3agpeman. Ho nepen tem Kak yCHyTb, CIIbl-
11aj B nogbesze mard. Kro-to nogHuMasncs Ha Bropoit atax. Io-
TOM TUXUH cKkpuIl. [IoToM cHOBa miIarm — yke BHU3. A yTpOM
TeTA Basis nogHsia mym.

— MoxerT, 310 OBLT KTO-TO U3 cocefielt ? — mpeamnonoxu Ko-
CT4.

— Mosxer. A moxer, 1 uyxoi. Ho BOT 4TO cTpaHHO: B joMe
ecTb crapas 1Bepb B nojsai. OHa Bcerja 3arnepra Ha BUCSYUN
3aMOK. A CErogHs yTpoM f 3aMETUJI, YTO 3aMOK BHUCHUT HE TaK,
Kak 0OBIYHO. ByATO ero OTKphIBaIM, a TOTOM IMOBECHIIU OOPATHO,
HO Brionbixax. I[lonumaerin?

Kocrs kuBHYyII.

— 3HauuT, BOP MOT 3alTH Yepe3 noasBa?



— BosmoxHo. [logsasn 31oro joma — MeCcTo TEMHOE U 3aIly-
TaHHOe. OTTya uayT X0onsl oj Bcem aBopom. Ecim 3Haems o-
POry, MOXHO BBIMTH B COCEAHEM IMEPEYJIKE WIN JaXE B CTAPOM
(prurene, rae ceruac KaagoBKU. Sl MHOTO pas3 CJIblIal, KaK JIIOI1
XOIIMJIA TaMm, MOJ, MOJIOM.

¥ Kocrtu 3aropenuch riasza.

— Tak HaJ0 HEMEJIEHHO CITYCTUTHCA B TIO/IBAJI U BCE OCMOT-
petb! HaBepHsika Tam octayiuch ciefpl!

— He cnemy, ropsiaast rosioBa, — ocaaui ero Ce6acTbsiH. —
Houbio Tyna coBatbest Hemb3s. Masio i k1o Tam Opoaut. [a u
6abymika TBOsI Oy/eT BOJHOBAThCS, €CITM Thl UCUE3HEIb CPeH
HOYM. 3aBTpa, MOCJIe MIKOJIbI, KOTJIa CBETII0, MBI BCE 00yMaeM U
peluM, Kak JelcTBOBaTh. A ceiiyac Tede mopa criarh.

Kocrs xoTtes BO3pasuTth, 4To CaTh €My COBCEM HE XOYETCH,
HO BJpPYr NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIBHO ycTall. [J1a3a caumaiuce,
B TOJIOBE BCE CMEUIAJIOCh: M IIKATYyJKa, ¥ MOA3EMHbIE XO[bl, U
kynen ['poMoB, 1 Bopuaiiiuil Kaktyc. OH 3eBHYIL

— Jlagno, — cornacuiicst oH. — Ho 3aBTpa Mbl 00513aTeJIbHO
HauHEM paccienoBanve. Oberaenin?

— O6emao, — orBetus1 CedactbssH. — A Teniepb crymaid. 1
TIOMHM: Halll Pa3roBOp — TalHa.

Kocrs kuBHYyI, nokestan KakTyCy CHOKOMHOM HOYM M OTIIpa-
BUJICSI yMBIBATbCA. YK€ JIEXKA B KPOBATH, OH JOJITO CMOTpEJT Ha
CHJIY3T KakTyca Ha (poHe okHa. JIyHa ocBelaa ero, 1 Ka3auoch,
4TO pacTeHue cjierka cBeTurtcst u3HyTpu. Kocts ynbioHyscs. Ox
HUKOT[a HE TyMaJl, 4TO €ro *MU3Hb TaK KPyTO U3MeHHUTCs. Eig



BUYEepa OH ObUI OOBIYHBIM MAJIBUMIIIKOM, a CErOHS Y HEro ecTh
TallHa, TOBOPSIINY KAKTYC ¥ HACTOSAILEE pacCiIeJOBAHNE.

— Bor 310 12, — WpoIenTa oH, 3ackimasg. — Bot 310 1a. ..

Yrpom KocTio pa3dyani rpoMkHii CTyK B ABepb. OH BCKOUMI
C KpOBaTH, He cpa3y cooOpa3uB, rjie HaxonuTcs. B komHaTe ObL10
cBen1o. CosHIIe yKe MOAHAIOCh M 3aJIMBAJI0 BCE KEITHIM TEI-
JbIM cBeTOM. KakTyc CTOs1 Ha OIOKOHHUKE, KaK HU B YEM HE
ObIBAJIO, U BHITVISIAE] COBEPIIIEHHO 0ObIYHbIM. KocTst naxke Ha ce-
KyHJly NOymMaJl, 4YTO BCE BuUepailHee emy npucHuiock. Ho no-
TOM OH BcrioMHMJI rosioc CebacThsiHa, €T0 paccKas Mpo I0M, TOfI-
BaJI U IIKATYJIKY — U 110 CIIUHE TPo0Oexka MPUSITHBINA XONOJOK.

— Kocruk, BcraBaii! — pazgasicst u3-3a nsepu 0aOyIIKUH ro-
Joc. — B mkony onozgaenis! 3aBTpak yxke Ha CTOJIE.

Kocrts GpicTpo ozesncs, crapasich He CMOTPETh Ha KakTyc. Emy
XOTeJIOCh TIOAIONTU U cpocuTh: «Thl 31ech? Thl MOMHMIIL HAIIT
pazroBop?» Ho on cuepxkasica. Bapyr 6adymka yeabimut? [Mo-
9TOMY OH ITPOCTO TUXOHBKO NTOMaxaJsl KakTycy pykou. U1, kaxer-
s, TOT €jBa 3aMETHO KA4HYJICS B OTBET.

3a 3aBTpakoM Kocts mouru He ciymian 6adymky. OHa 4To-To
pacckasbiBaia Mpo TeTI0 Basmo, mpo MUIMIIMIO, KOTOpasi pUe3-
’KaJla BUepa Be4epoM, Mpo TO, UTO B JIOME TeNephb BCE HA HEPBax.
Kocts MammHanbHO %eBaJl OBCSIHKY U iymas 0 CBOEM. EMy He
TEpIIeNIOCh MOCKOpee OKa3aThesl HaenuHe ¢ CeOacThsIHOM U pac-
CIPOCUTB €r0 O IIaHE.

— Tl ceroHs KakOM-TO pacCcestHHbIN, — 3aMeTrIIa Oa0yIKa.
— He Bricianca?



— Hewmnoro, — npusnaics Kocrs. — Jlyman o... 00 omHOM
Jele.

— O kakom 3710 fiesie? — baly1ika ¢ i000nbITCTBOM OCMOT-
peJia Ha HEero MoBepX OYKOB.

— Jla Tak, epynaa. O goMaiiHeM 3aJaHuu.

Babymika mokavana roioBoid, HO HU4ero He ckasana. Kocrs
OBICTPO JOMWII Yall, CXBATWJI PIOK3aK U BHICKOUYMJI B MIPUXOXKYIO.
OO0yBasich, OH BAPYT YCIIBIIIAI 32 CIIMHOW JIETKUH mopox. Ooep-
HYJICS — HHUKOTO. TOJIBKO COTHEUHbIE 3aYMKU TUISIIYT Ha CTe-
Hax.

— 3710 TBI, CebacThsiH? — MPOIIeNTas OH.

OtBera He nocieioBajio, Ho Kocts OblT yBEpeH, UTO KaKTyc
€ro CJIBIINUT. BO3MOXHO, TOBOPUTD MPU MOCTOPOHHUX OH HE MO-
KET UM He xouer. JlaaHo.

Buiiinsg Ha JilecTHUYHYIO IUtomaaky, KocTts ocraHoBwiics.
[Monbe3n ObLT CTaphlii, C BHICOYEHHBIMU IOTOJIKAMU U JISTHUHOM,
KOTOpasi MecTaMu ochlnanack. [1axiio, kak Bcerja, NbUIbIO U CY-
MIEHBIMU s10JI0KamMu. Ha mtormaake HarpoTuB kua TETs Bas.
E€ nBepb ObLTa IPUOTKPBITA, U OTTY/A JOHOCUJICS HErPOMKHIA
pasrosop.

Kocra nHaBoctpun yum. OH y3Han rojsoc 1€t Bann — oHa
rOBOpUJIA C KEM-TO MO TeNe(POHY UJIU, MOXKET, C COCEIKOM.

— T'oBopio Tebe, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO IlIEeNTaja OHA, — IIKa-
TyJIKa CTOsJIa Ha KOMOJIe, oA, cayipeTkou. 51 Buepa yTpom ele
poTHpaia MbUTh — OHA OblJIa HA MecTe. A BeuepoM TMpHIILIa C
padoTHI, TIsKy — Hety. U Be/ib 3aMOK Ha JIBepH 1ieJT, HUKTO He



BJIOMWICA. 3HAYMUT, Y KOrO-TO €CTh KJI0uM. Mn. ..

Kocts npuskasicst K creHe, 9ToObI JIyUIlle CIbIIIATh.

— Wnu 4T0? — Ccrpocui1 BTOPO rojioc, KOTOPbIN MOKa3aics
Kocre 3HakOMBIM, HO OH HE MOT' BCIIOMHHUTb, KOMY OH IpUHA/I-
JIEKUT.

— W kTo-TO M3 HAammMX, — 3aKoHYMIA TETSI Bang. — Kak
MOAYMalo, ak Mypailku no koxe. KoMy B Halem JIome Hy:XKHa
Mos mkaryika? Ona xke crapas, 6e3nenynika. Eciu Tonbko. ..
€CJIA TOJIBKO TOT YEJIOBEK HE 3HAET, UTO BHYTPH.

— A 4TO BHYTpH? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICA BTOPOU TI'OJIOC.

— He ckaxy. Ckaxy TOJBKO, UYTO 3TO BEllb HE IJIs1 UyKUX
ria3. Mue e€ 6abymika nepefaia co cioBamu: «beperu, Kak 3e-
Huly oka. [Ipunér Bpemst — noiMENIb». A 51 Tak U He MOHsIIA.
Teneps BOT x)aJjero.

Koctg 3arann gpixanue. Bot 3T0 HOBOCcTh! 3Hauut, T€Ta Ba-
JI1 YTO-TO 3HAET O COAEPKMMOM IIKATYJIKH, HO HE XOYET IOBO-
pUTh. A BTOPOU rojioc... KTo 3107 KOCTsI OCTOPOKHO BBITJISIHYJT
13-3a yria. B noiayMpake JIECCTHUYHOM KJIETKHM OH pas3risaes pu-
rypy. to Obl1 15119 Muina, coces ¢ TpeTbhero 3taxa. OH pado-
TaJl JABOPHUKOM B COCEJJHEM JBOpE, HO MHOTJA MOApadaThiBal
crecapeM. BpICOKMI1, Xy[I0H, C CEbIMU YCAMU U BEUHO XMYPbIM
oM. KocTtsi ¢ HUM 1ouTu He pa3sroBapuBall, HO 3HaJI, 4TO A
Mutna XUBET OUH U BEYHO YEM-TO HEJOBOJIEH.

— Hena-a, — npotaHyna Asaas Muina. — MoxeT, y4acTKOBO-
My COOOIIUTH?

— Vxe coobmmia, — B3goxHYyna 1€ Banst. — Ho uTo Ton-



Ky? OH Tosbko 3anucan u ymen. Ckazan, OyaeTr pazouparbesi. A
s BOT IyMalO: a BAPYT 3TO KTO-TO U3 HaIUX, U3 coceaen? Toraa
YUYaCTKOBBIH ero ObIcTpo He HaaET. [loTomMy YTO BCe CBOM.

Hsaas Mua uto-to 6ypkHyJ1, yero Kocts e paccisimai. [1o-
TOM XJIOTIHYJIA 1Bepb — TETA Bauia 3akpeuiack. Kocts nepesen
nyx. Cepaue Konotuiaock. Tak, 3Ha4uT, BOP IEUCTBUTEIBHO KTO-
TO U3 CBOMX. Min y Hero ectb Kiour ot KkBaptupbl. Ho y koro?

B mkone Kocrs npocuien kak Ha uronkax. OH [OYTH He CI1y-
11aJ1 YYUTEJIbHUILY, a Ha TIEPeMEHax TO U JeJI0 MOIISAAbIBA B OK-
HO, XOT$I U3 KJ1acca ObUT BU/IEH TOJIBKO IIKOJIBHBIN IBOP U COCEI-
HAA NATUATaxKa. [JJoM HoMep ceMb OTCIoa He TPOCMATPUBAJICH,
HO Kocts Bc€ paBHO cMOTpen Tyna, I7ie OH HaXOAUTCS.

— Thl yero Takoil A€praHbliii? — crpocu ero apyr Pomka Ha
6ombI1I0i IepeMene. — ByaTo Tedst mopMeHnu.

— Jla tak, — ormaxnyncs Kocrsa. — He Beicniancs.

— Hy-ny, — HepgoBepuuBO npotsanyi Pomka. — MoxerT, cek-
peT Kakoi?

Kocrsa 3amsnca. EMy odeHp xorenochk pacckaszars PoMke mpo
TOBOPALIMM KAaKTyC U PO IIKATYyJIKy, HO OH MOMHWI Haka3 Ce-
6actbsiHa. [103TOMY OH OTPHUIIATENILHO MTOKAYaI TOJIOBOM.

— Her y MeHs Hukakux cekperos. [Tpocto nymHo.

Pomka mosan miedamu u yoexan urpath B ¢pyroon. A Ko-
CTsI CeJl Ha CKaMelKy 1o 6epé30il U cTasl 0OqyMbIBaTh BCE, UTO
y3HaI. MTak, pakThl: IKaTy/IKa cTOsAIa y TETU Banu Ha koMoze.
Buepa yrpom ona Obi1a Ha Mecte. Beuepom — nponasia. 3aMok
Ha JIBEpU 1ieJ1. 3HAYUT, BOP BOLIEN JMOO CO CBOMMH KIIIOYAMH,



100 Yepe3 OKHO (HO OKHO Ha BTOPOM 3TaXe, CHAPYKH IJIaKast
CTeHa, He 3a0epeIibes), oo yepes. . . moaasl. CedacTbsH roBO-
PWJI, 4TO U3 MOJBAJA ECTh XOAbl. BAPYr ONMH U3 HUX BEAET Mps-
MO B KBapTupy €t Baynu?

Drta MBIC/Ib MTOKa3anack Kocre odenn mpasaonogooHoi. OH
Jaxe TOICKOUMI OT Bo30ykaeHus. HykHO cpouHO mocse mKo-
JIbl ocMOTpeTh nofBai. Ho cHauana — norooputs ¢ CedacThsi-
HOM. MOXeT, OH 3HaeT, I1e B oABaJIe BXOJ B XOJ, BEAYIUHI K
KBapTupe T€tu Banu.

[Mocne ypokoB Koctst uyTh 1 He 6erom 6pocuiicst nomon. OH
6exa MUMO TOTIOJIel, MEMO CKaMelKH, Ha KOTOPOI OOBIYHO CH-
JeJI CTapyUIKW, MUMO rapaxa, riae ryjien 4ed-To MOTOLUKII, U
BJIETEJI B IOIBE3[], IEpenphirBasi uepe3 ABe crynenbku. Cepate
T'YJIKO CTYy4aJlo.

B kBaptupe 6b110 THX0. Bady1ka, HaBepHOe, yIIuIa 3a IOKYTI-
KaMu WM K cocesike. KocTs CKUHYI PIOK3aK B PUXOXKeEH, ObICT-
PO pasysics 1 BOeXkal B KOMHATY.

— CebactbsiH! — 103BaJ OH MENOTOM. — ThI TYT?

Kakryc crostt Ha mecte. Ho orBera He nocnenoBano. Kocra
[TOJIOIIIENT OJTHKE.

— CeOactpsia! 10 1, Kocrs. S u3 mkonsl BepHyscsa. Ham
HAaJI0 TIOTOBOPUTS. §I y3HaAJ KOe-4TO BaXHOE.

Tummna. Kocts cnerka pacrepsics. Heyxenu Bce-Taku npu-
cHusioch? OH JIOTpoHYJCs 10 ropiika. [inHa Obuia Témmoi ot
cosHua. Komouku Topyanu, kak Bcerga. Ho pactenue mosuarno.

— CebacTbsiH, Hy MOXKAITyHCTa, 0T30BUCH! — B3Mommics Ko-



cTsl. — Sl moHMMalo, Thl, MOXKET, HE XO4elllb TOBOPUTh 1HEM? Ho
s oquH. baOymku Her.

[Tporio HeCKOBKO CeKyH/I. 3aTeM IJie-To MIyOOKO B pacTte-
HUM, OYATO U3-TIOJ 3eMJIM, pa3aasicsl 3HAKOMBIN CKPHUITYYUil TO-
Jioc:

— He kpwun. Cipimiry 51 1e6s1. [Ipocto quém crsl He Te. MHe
HYKHO COJTHIIE, YTOObI HAKOMUTh SHEPTHIO JIsl pa3roBopa. A Thl
BepHYyJIcsl paHO. OOBIYHO B 3TO BpeMsl 51 MOJIUY.

— A! — obpanosancs Kocrsa. — Tel HacTosmmii! 4 yx my-
MaJl, MHE BCE IIPUBUIEIIOCH.

— He npuBupaenoch, — BopwinBo orBeTr CedacThsiH. —
Ho roeopu tumie. I He maimm pykamu Tak, OyATO OT KOMapoB
OTOMBACIIILCSI.

Kocrs 3amep. O omyctusicst Ha TaOypeT 1 3aroBOPHIT TIOUTH
IENOTOM:

— Caymait, s y3nan! Te€rs Bans ropopuia c asaei Muinei.
Ckazana, 4To 3aMOK Ha IBEPHU 11eJ1. 3HAYUT, BOP BOILIEN HE Yepe3
nBepb. Moxer, yepe3 nogsai? Tel ke roBOpuJI, 4TO OTTYJA €CTh
XOJIbI.

— Tl'oBopu, — nonreepann CedactbsiH. — U He TONBKO ro-
BOpWJI. S cribllily, Korjga no Tum xoaam xonr. [Iporuioit Houblo,
nepel TeEM Kak 3aJpeMarhb, s CIbIIAJ ITTyXHe [Ard Moj MOJIOM.
OHu 11U OT MOJBaJIa B CTOPOHY JIEBOTO Kpbula goMa. Kak pa3
Ty[la, Il PaclooKXeHa KBapTupa Te€tu Banm.

¥ Kocrtu 3aropenuce riasza.

— Tak 3HaunT, OH MPOOpascs yepe3 MoA3eMHBIN Xoa! A Kak



OH Tyfa nonai? Yepes Bxozn co nBopa?

— Ckopee Bcero, yepe3 TOT CaMbli JIIOK IOJ, JIECTHULIEH, O
KOTOPOM $1 TOBOPHJI. 3aMOK Ha HEM CTaphblid, €r0 OTKPBITh — Ia-
pa nyctskoB. Ho ectb 1 apyrout Bxoa: u3 craporo ¢uuresist BO
nBope. Tam ceftyac capau U KJIQJOBKH, HO B OTHOW U3 HUX €CTb
JIIOK B MOJIIOJ, COEAMHEHHBIN C TTOJBAJIOM.

— Ham Hajo HeMeJIEHHO TyAa CITyCTUTbCS! — PElIUTENBHO
3asBui Kocrs. — Mosxer, Bop ocraBui cienpl! M naxe He
ycHeJl YHECTH IIKATYJIKy JaJIEKO.

— Ilorogu, — ocraHoBWII €ro Kaktyc. — [IHEéM Tyna coBarhb-
cs1 onacHo. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO TJ1a3 BO Bope. balOyiiku, aetu, co-
cen bapcuk. Thl pa3Be cMOXeIIb HE3aMETHO OTKPBITh JIIOK U CITY-
cTuThCs B TioaBan? Tebs cpa3y 3aMeTsT.

Kocra 3agymancs. JIedCTBUTENBHO, BO IBOPE BCEIAa KTO-TO
ecTb. JJHEM cTapylmkd Ha JlaBOYKE, MaJbIIIHA B [ECOYHULIE,
coOaku, Benocuneauctsl. Jlaxe eciu OH JOXKIETCS, KOrja Bce
pas3ouayTCs, BCE PaBHO KTO-HUOY/Ib /1A BBHITJISTHET.

— A korna xe? Houblo? — cripocuit OH.

— Houblo TOXE He naydmmil BapuaHt, — Bo3pazua Ce-
6actbsiH. — Houblo Bop MoxkeT BepHYyThCsl. VI CTOKHYThCS € TO-
6011 — He camoe npusTHOe. HyKHO BpeMsi, Korjaa Bo AIBOpe TH-
X0, HO emnl€ ceemio. Hanmpumep, cpasy mociie odena, Koraa cra-
PYUIKH YXOIST HA TUXUI Yac, a MAIBIIIHIO YBOJAT A0MOM. B 310
BpeMs1 ABOP IyCTEET IPUMEPHO Ha 4ac.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Mocie MKobl? — oxuBwiIca Kocra. —
Y MeHs ypoku no daca. B aBa vaca s Oymy noma. Kak pa3 Bce



1o00eal0T U Pa30UIyTCH.

— Xopomo, — cornacuics CedactbstH. — Ho mpemyrmipe-
KJIal0: B TIOJIBajie TEMHO U T'psi3HO. Bo3bMu ¢ coOoil hoHapuK,
BEPEBKY U, MOXKET, MeJl, YTOObl OCTaBJISATh METKU. UTOOBI He 3a-
OTyTUThCS.

— Ectp! — Kocts Bckoumst. — YV meHs ecth (poHapHK, Oa-
Oymka nojgapwia. BepéBka Toxe Hailiercsa. A men s B LIKOJe
BO3bMY. U elng naker, 4ToObl ceabl COOMpPATh, €CIM MOnaayTCs!

— Twumre T8I, 3HTY3HMacT, — 3amentan CedactbsiH. — Crre-
IbI OH coOuparth cobpasics. Thl HE HA YPOKe MPUPOIOBEICHUS.
Bripouem, naket Toxe He noMeniaer. ToJIbKO CMOTPH, HUYETO He
TpoOrai rojbIMu pyKamu. Bapyr Bop ocTaBujI 4TO-TO, U HA 3TOM
Oy/yT OTreyaTku. XOoTs B TEMHOTE Thl UX BCE PABHO HE YBU/IUIIIb.

Kocrs nmouecast 3aTbUIOK.

— A THI TOBOPHIIIb TaK, OYATO B ICTEKTUBAX Pa3OMpacIIbCs.

— 3a cTO TpUaUATh CEMb JIET 1 CJIBIIIAJI MHOTO pPa3rOBOPOB.
W He Tonbko mpo mkaTyaku. Jlioau uyuTanu BCIyX NETEKTUBBI,
obcyxmam pwibmbl. A BcE 3amomuHaN. Tak 4TO OMBIT y MEHs,
MOXHO CKa3aTh, TEOPETUUYECKUI1, HO OOIIMPHBIN.

Kocts ynbiOnysncs.

— 3noporo! Toraa MbI ¢ TOOOW — HacTosIas kKoMaHaa. Thi
— MO3I, 51 — HOTH.

— U komouku, — nodaBui CedactbsiH. — [Ipo KOIOUKY He
3a0bIBa.

OHU JOrOBOPWIIMChH, YTO 3aBTpa B J1Ba Yaca Kocrts Oyner ro-
TOB. EMy HyXHO: Ha/IeTh CTapblie JUKWMHCH U PyOAaIlKy ¢ JJTHH-



HBIM PyKaBOM (UTOOBI HE TOIIapararhcs B MOjIBaje), B3ITh (poHA-
PUK, BEpEBKY, MeJl, MaKeT, epyatku (6aO0yIIKUHBI XO3SIHCTBEH-
HbIe, YTOObI HE OCTaBJIATH OTIIEYATKM) M, KOHEYHO, HE 3a0bITh
npo xpabpoctb. A CebacTbsiH OyIIEeT KAaTh €ro Ha MOJOKOHHU-
K€ U, €CJIN UTO, «IIOJICKAKET» Uepe3 LIEJU B MOy — OH yMeeT
CJIBILIATD IIATH ¥ IIOPOXH CKBO3b TOJIILY JIOMA.

— TonbKko MOMHM, — HAITyTCTBOBAJI €0 KaKTYC, — €CJIU YBU-
JMIIb YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HE repoicTBYM. Jlydiie cpa3y BO3Bpa-
marcs. [oustn?

— Ilonsan, — kusnHyn Kocrs.

— W emg: He roBopu Oady1iike, Kyaa Tel coopacs. [Tpugymait
4T10-HUOYb. CKakelllb, YTO MOMIEN TYJISTh BO ABOP.

— 910 JeTKo, — 3aBepuil Kocrsa. — OHa MeHs 4acTo oTInyc-
Kaer.

— Hy, Toraa crynaii. MHe Hy’KHO KOIMTb CHJIBI 151 3aBTpalll-
Hero. U mocrapaiics neub cnath nopaseine. Ham nonagoourcs
TBOsI SICHAsI TOJIOBA.

Becsp ocraBmmiicsa aenb Kocts mpoBén kak Bo cHe. OH caenain
YPOKH, XOT$sI MBICJIM €ro BUTaIM Jasieko. Heckombko pa3 6adyi-
Ka CIIpalinBaia, BCE JIM y Hero B IOPSIJIKE, YK OOJIBHO OH 3a/1yM-
yuBbIi. KocTsl oTBeuas, 4ro BCE XOpOIlO, MPOCTO IyMAeT O CO-
YMHEHUH 10 JuTeparype. badyika kavyana roloBod U MOAKIa-
JbIBAJIa EMY MTUPOKKHU.

Beuepowm, koraa cremHeno, Kocrs cHoBa OIOIIEN K TOJOKOH-
HUKYy. CebacThsiH mMomyas, HO Kocts uyBCcTBOBasi, 4To OH HE
cnuT. OHM BMECTE CMOTPEJIM Ha TEMHBIM JBOP, HA TEHU TOMOJEH,



Ha peAkue orHu B okHax. Jlom 3atuxai. ['nme-to naneko nasiia
co0aka, Ha KyxHe BCE TaK ke Kamnaj KpaH, B 0a0yIIKUHON KOM-
HaTe TUXO OOPMOTAJT TEJICBU30P.

— CebactbsiH, — miporentan Koctsi, — a Tebe He cTpaIliHo ?

— MHe? — B rosioce KakTyca Mocjslaiach ycmemka. — 51
CTOIO TYT CTO TPUILATH CEMb JIET. Sl mepexkun JBe BOMHBI, TPU
HABOJIHEHUSI Y OJIUH OYEHb CUJIbHBIM yparaH, KOrjaa Kphbly CO-
pBasio. MHe i 60sAThCS?

— A MHe BOT HEMHOIO CTpaniHo, — mnpusHaiics Kocrsa. —
Ho ne cuiibHO. MHTepecHo Benp! Hukorpa eme He paccienoBai
HACTOSIIUX MPECTYIICHUM.

— Crpax — geno none3Hoe, — ckazan CedactbsiH. — Ec-
Ju ero HemHoro. OH He fnaér aenars nynoctd. Ho ecnu crpaxa
CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO, OH MeliaeT. Thl ymeenib O0SThCs B Mepy —
3TO XOPOMUIO.

Kocts ynbioHysncs.

— Cnacu6o, CebacTbsH.

— 3a uro?

— 3a 1o, uTo BHIOpaJ MeHs1. S Beib TeOe HUKTO, TPOCTO MaJlb-
YUIIIKA.

— Tsl HE MPOCTO MaJIbUMINIKA, — TUXO OTBETWJI KaKTyC. —
Thl — €IMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO CO MHOM pa3roBapyBaJl BCE ITH T'OJIbL.
Jionu npoxoauyivi MUMO, MOJIMBAIA MEHSI, IEPECAKUBAIIH, J1aXke
pyraiau 3a Komodku. Ho HukTo He cnpammBai: «Kak gena?» A
TBI CLIPOCHJI. DTOTO JIOCTATOYHO.

Kocts nmouyyBCTBOBaJI, KaK K ropiy HOACTYNMHI KOMOK. OH



OCTOPOXKHO, €1Ba KacasiCh, MOMIAANJ [JIMHSHBIA TOPLIOK.

— 4 pan, uto THI ecTh, CebacThsH.

— W s paa. A tenepb cniath. 3aBTpa HAC KIET MOIBAJL.

Kocrs n€r B KpoBaTh, HO 10Jr0 HE MOT YCHYTb. B ronose kpy-
TWJIUCh KAPTUHBL: TEMHBIN MMOA3EMHBIN X0, T4 (poHapHKa, yoe-
raiorasi TeHb, OJIECK CTApUHHOW MIKATyJAKu. OH TIpe/ICTaBIsI,
Kak HalJIET e€ u BepHET TéTe Base, kak Bce OyayT ero Oaroma-
puTh. VI HUKTO HE y3HAeT, YTO MOMOI €My CTOJIETHUM KAaKTYC.
Tonpko on u CebacThsiH OyIyT 3HATH STy TalHY.

Haxonen con cmopui ero. M caunesa Kocre orpoMHsii 3emé-
HBI KAaKTYC, KOTOPbIM 1Iaraji Mo MoJ3eMHOMY XOJy, pa3JBuras
KOJTIOYKaMU TEMHOTY, a BIiepey Oexkal TIy4rK cBeTa OT MaJleHb-
KOro (poHapuka.

A B KOMHaTe Ha MOJOKOHHHUKE CTapblid KAaKTyC, b€ uMms Ce-
0acThsiH, TUXOHBKO TOKAYMBAJICS B JIYHHOM CBETE U TyMaJl O TOM,
YTO 3aBTPAIIHUI IEHb MOXET U3MEHUTh Bce€. U Xopouio, uTo ps-
JIOM €CTb MAJIbYMILIKA C TOPSYUM CEPIALIEM U CMEJIBIMU IJ1a3aMHU.
BnBoém onu cnipasarcs. JloyokHBI cripaBUThCA. Bep TaliHa cra-
pOro Jioma xjiaja CTo TPUALIATh CeMb JIeT, YTOOBI €€ PaCKPbUIH.



I'naBa BTOpasi, B kotopoii Koctsa
CIIyCKaeTCs B IOABaJ U HAXOUT
TaM ropa3ao 00Jbllle, YeM O:KHAAJ

VYT1po crenyiorero aHs Hadanoch s Koctu ¢ Toro, 4ro oH
eBa He npocnai. ByauiabHMK, crapblil KpyIiblidi OyIMJIBHUK C
oOne3mmM 1udepoIaToM, KOTOPBIH 6A0YIITKa 3aBOINIIA KaKIbIA
Beuep, OITYIIUTENILHO 3aTpeliai poBHO B ceMb yTpa. Kocts non-
CKOYMJI Ha KPOBaTH, He Cpa3y cOOOpa3uB, I/ie HAXOOUTCS. 3a OK-
HOM YK€ BOBCIO CBETUJIO COJIHLIE, 4 [I0 KOMHATe IUIsICaIN TEIUIbIE
30510ThIe JTyur. [lepBasi MbIC/Ib, KOTOpas MPHIILIA EMY B T'OJIOBY,
ObLJTa He PO MIKOY U He Tpo 3aBTpak. OHa ObuUIa Mpo MOABAJL.

— CerogHsi! — mpoluenTai oH, U cepiie pagoCcTHO EKHYJIO.
— CeronHs 51 cnyurych B mojasat!

OH ObICTpO ofescs, cTapasich He IIyMeTb, XOTs OalyIka Ha-
BEpHSIKA yKe XJIONOoTajla Ha KyxHe. M3-3a aBepu JOHOCHIICS arl-
MIETUTHBIN 3arax OJ1aui 1 CIIBIIIATIOCH THXOE MTO3BSKUBAHUE TIO-
cyapl. Koctsl mogommen k OKkHy ¥ MOCMOTpeST Ha KaKTyC.

CeOacTbsIH CTOSLT HA TOJOKOHHHKE, KaK BCET/ja, BEIMYECTBEH-
HBIM ¥ HETIOABWKHBIM. B yTpeHHEM CBeTe ero KOMO4YKN OTIINBA-
JIM 30JI0TUCTON MeJlplo, a TEMHO-3eJIEHast KOKMIIA Ka3auach Mo-
9T IsHIEBOW. KocTs HakJIOHMIICS K HEMY U ITPOILenTa:

— Ho6poe ytpo, Cebactbsan. A He 3a0bu1. [locne mkomsr —
B rogBaJjl. Tel roTOB?



Kakryc He otBeTrI1, HO KOcTe moka3aiock, YTO OH €/1Ba 3aMET-
HO KauHyJIcs, OyaTO KUBHYI. V1 3TO TPOCTO CKBO3HSIK IIEBEITh-
HYJI 3aHaBecKy. Bripouem, Kocts yxe npuBbik kK Tomy, uto Ce-
6acTbsiH THEM MPENNOYUTaeT MOTYaTh, SKOHOMS CHilbl. OH T0-
DJIQ/IAJT TTIMHSTHBIA TOPIIOK M OTIIPABUJICS HA KYXHIO.

3a 3aBTpakoM 0a0yIlKa, Kak BCeraa, paccKa3blBaja Mpo CBOU
nena. Kocrs ciymman Brosyxa, pacCesiHHO I710Tast OJlajibu C Ba-
peHbeM. B ronose y Hero KpyTwics IUIaH: cpasy MOCIe HIKOJbI
OeroM JIOMOM, OBICTpO TI00OeaTh, cOOpaTh BCE HEOOXOAMMOE
¥ BBIATH BO J1BOp. [loTOM HOXAaThes, KOraa JBOP OMycCTeeT, U
He3aMeTHO ITPOoOPaThCs K JTIOKY TO]1 JIECTHUIICH, O KOTOPOM F'OBO-
pun Cebactbsin. Mnu k paurento? Hano ObUTo BYepa yTOUHUTD,
Ho KocTs Tak ycran, uto 3a0bsu1. Bripouem, CebacTbsiH roBopuit,
YTO €CTh JIBAa BXO/IA: JIIOK MO/ JIECTHULEH U JIIOK BO ormresie. Ko-
CTs PelInJI, YTO CHaYajia OCMOTPHUT 00a MeCTa, a IIOTOM BeIOepeT
TOT, KOTOPBIl MEHEee 3aMeTeH.

— Koctuk, THI onTh BUTAEIb B 0OJIakax, — 3aMeTuia Oa-
OyIka, rmojymBasi eMy yao. — Buepa Bech Beuep ObUI caM He
cBor. Moxer, Bioowics?

Kocts nmonepxHyJics onaapeit 1 3aKanuisics.

— BbaOymika! Hy uTo Th Takoe TOBOpHIIIh ! — BO3MYTHIICS OH,
KpacHes 10 yumen. — [Ipocto 1ymar 0 KOHTPOJIBHOU 10 MaTe-
MaTuKe.

— A, Hy TorJ1a JTafHO, — YJIBIOHYIack Oabyika. — Matema-
THKa — J1eJ10 cepbe3Hoe. Ho He nepeskuBail, cipaBuiibest. Thl y
MEHSI CITIOCOOHBIA.



Kocrts kuBHYII, cTapasich He IOKa3bIBaTh BOJHEHUsI. EMy ObL10
HEMHOTO CTBITHO OOMaHbIBaTh 0a0yIIKy, HO MHAYe ObUIO HeJlb-
3s1. Ce0acThsiH peynpeanI: O paccjaeJOBaHUU He IOKHA 3HATh
HU OfIHA KMBas aymia. A 6adyika 00s3aTeIbHO HAYHET BOJIHO-
BaThCsl M He mycTut ero B noasai. [losromy Kocrs pemmi, uto
HeOOJIBIION 0OMaH BO 61aro — 3TO HE TaK YK IJIOXO.

B mkosie Bpemsi TSIHYJIOCh HEBBIHOCUMO. Y POKH Ka3aJnch Oec-
koHeuHbIMU. Ha nmutepatype KocTst cMoTpest B OKHO U IpeicTaB-
JIsLJI, KaK CITycKaeTcs B TEMHBIM moasaji. Ha Mmatemaruke oH pe-
IIaJT 33424y MO JBYX MEIeXO0/I0B, a caM TyMaJsl O TOM, Kak OyieT
uckarb criesipl. Ha nepemene k Hemy nopomeén Pomka n cHoBa
TIOMBITAJICS BbIBEJATh, YTO MPOUCXOIMT.

— KocTuk, Tl Kakoi-TO cTpaHHBIA. TO MOTUHIIIB, TO yIbIOA-
embcst caM ceOe. CKaky YecTHO: ThI HAIIEN KJiaz?

Kocrs B3apornyi. Cnosa Pomku nonanu B camylo TOUKY, XOTS
Y HE COBCEM.

— Her, — 6picTpo oTtBeTHI OH. — [IpOCTO BCIOMHMIT CMEIII-
HOU aHEKJOT.

— Hy-ka, pacckaxu! — oxuBuicsa Pomka.

Kocts nuxopanouHo coodpaskasl. AHEKI0TOB OH 3HAJI HEMHO-
ro, ¥ Bce OHU ObLTM He oveHb cMeltHbiMA. Ho Pomka cmotpen
BBDKU/IAIONIE, U TIPUIILIOCH BBIKPYUHBATHCS.

— IloHnmaenp, 310 AJIMHHAA UCTOpPUS, — Hayajl OH, Hajle-
sCb, yTO POMKa norepsier untepec. — 3HAYUT, IPUXOAUT KAKTYC
K Bpady 4 FOBOPHUT. ..

— Cron! — nepedun Pomka. — Kakrtyc? K Bpauy? KakTycht



HE Pa3roBapyuBaloT.
— Hy, 310 )¢ aneknor, — noscaun Kocts, muxopaaodHo
NpUAYMbIBask TIPOAOJKeHre. — B 00I1emM, NMPUXOIUT KaKTyC K
Bpauy U TOBOPUT: «[OKTOp, y MEHSl KOJIOYKM BBIIALAIOT». A
Bpau emy: «He BonHyiiTech, 3T0 Bo3pacTHoe». A kakryc: «Ho
MHe Bcero cTo JieT!» A Bpau: «Hy, A KakTyca 3T0 MHOTO».

Pomka mocMoTpes1 Ha HEro ¢ HeIOyMEHHEM.

— N 310 BcE? He cmemHo.

— Hy, 3HauuT, HE yMEI0 51 aHEKJOThI pACCKa3bIBaTh, — MMOKaJ
wiedamu Koctsi. — 3a0ymp.

PomMka maxHyn pykou u yoexan k pedstam, a Kocrs obrner-
4y€HHO B3110xHY1. Ecu Ob1 PoMKa 3Has, 4To ero Apyr Ha caMoM
JieJie pa3roBaprBaeT C HACTOSIINM KaKTyCOM, OH Obl, HABEpHOE,
perw, uto Kocts comén ¢ yma. Vnum, uro emg xysxe, Hadaut Obl
BCEM PACCKa3bIBATh.

HaxoHen npo3BeHes nocieaHnid 3B0HOK. KocTs myseii Bblie-
TeJI U3 KJlacca, CXBATUJI PIOK3aK U rodesxas gomoil. Jlopora, ko-
TOpasi OOBIYHO 3aHMMaJla MUHYT ISITHA/IIAT, B 3TOT pa3 MoKa-
3aJ1ach eMy BeYHOCThI0. OH OeXasl MUMO 3HAKOMBIX JJOMOB, MH-
MO KHOCKa C MOPOKEHBIM, MUMO CTapOM JIMIIbI, Y KOTOPOH BEYHO
cuaenu ronyou, u Bc€ Bpemst nyman: «Ckopee, ckopee!»

VY nomwesnga oH ocraHoBUIICA nepeBecty ayx. Cepaue Kono-
THJIOCh, KaK T0CjIe CTOMeTpoBKH. OH OIISACNCS: BO IBOPE ObLIO
em€ moaHo. balymiku cuzeny Ha 1aBoYKe y MOAbE3a U YTO-TO
OXMBJIEHHO 00CYKJAJTH, B TIECOUHHIIE KOTIOIIMIMCh MAJIBIIIH, a
y rapaxeu Tpoe MaJbuMIIeK TOHsIM MsA4. KocTs BOENT B MOAb-



€31, MOHSIJICSI Ha BTOPOM 3TaXX Y TIO3BOHMII B JIBEPb.

Balyika oTkpbuIa cpa3sy, Kak Oy/To Kaja ero.

— Hy Hakonen-to! — BcriecHyna ona pykamu. — 1 yx ay-
MaJia, Thl PEIuI OCTaThCs Ha MPOUIEHKY. Moii pyKH | 3a CTOJL.
OO0ej CTBIHET.

Kocts ObIcTpO pasyJics, BBIMBUI pyKH U cell 3a cToj1. baOyika
NIOCTaBWJIA TIEpeJT HUM TapesiKy ¢ O0pIoM U cBeskuit xyied. Koctst
€J1, TIOYTH He IyBCTBYS BKyca. MbIC/IM €ro ObUTH AAJIEKO.

— babymka, a MOXHO s moclie 00efia TONIY TOTYNSII0 BO
aBop? — Kak MOXHO 0e33a00THee CITPOCHIT OH.

— Koneuno, moxHo. Tosbko Henoiro. Y 4toOsl B 11eCTh ObLT
Joma.

— Xoporo, — kuBHYJ Kocts, crapasce He BbLIaTh pagoCTH.
— 41, HaBepHoOe, ¢ pebsATaMu B IPSATKH MTOUTPAIO.

Balyika yielOHYIach 1 MOIJIAINIIA €ro 10 TOJIOBE.

— Bort u cinaBHO. A TO cuauIIb BCE IoMa Ja C KHHUKKAMM.
Morsnofgomy opraHu3My HyKeH CBEKUHN BO3IYX.

Kocts noen 6opii, 3amm KOMIIOTOM U MOMIEN B CBOIO KOMHA-
Ty. HyxHO ObLIIO coOpath BcE€ HeoOxoaumoe. OH OTKPbUT TIKad
Y JIOCTaJ CTapble JKMHCHI, KOTOpBIe 6a0yIlKa JaBHO XOTesa Bhi-
OpOCHUTB, HO OH OTCTOSUT UX JIJISI «IOXOA0B». JIKMHCHI ObUIH C
MPOTEPTHIMU KOJIEHKAMU U HEMHOT'O KOPOTKOBATBI, HO /151 TIOJI-
Basia — camoe To. [ToToM oH Hamén TEMHYI0 pyOaIky ¢ JTiH-
HBIM PYKaBOM, TOXE€ W3 KaTEeropuu «IUIs rapaxa u jadum». [le-
peonercs. Teneps OH BBIMJISIIEN KaK HACTOSIIIMEA MCKATEIb TIPH-
KJIIOUEHUI.



3arem KocTsi BbIIBUHYJ HMKHUUM SINIMK MHCbMEHHOTO CTO-
Jia, TJe XPaHWIUCh BCAKHUE MOJIE3HbIe Belu. Tam Jiexanu: ma-
JIEHbKHIA KapMaHHBIN (DOHAPUK (TIOAAPOK OAOYIIKM Ha MPOIILIBITA
JIeHb POXKJIEHUSI), MOTOK IMPOYHOI OEYEBKH, KyCOK OeJioro mera,
3aBEPHYTHIN B Oymary, cTapble XO3sIICTBEHHbIE MIePUaTKy, KOTO-
pbie Oa0yIIKa BbIIaBajia eMy, KOT/ia OH TIOMOTaJ eid ¢ yOOpKOU, 1
MIPO3pavHBIN MOMUITUICHOBBIN NakeT. Beg 310 Kocts akkypaTHO
CJIOXKUJT B HEOOJBIIION PIOK3a4OK, KOTOPBIA OOBIYHO Opaj ¢ co-
6011 B mKomy. Prok3a4ok ObLT CTaphlii, HO KPENKUH, C HAITUBKOW
B BUJIE SIKOPS.

OH noBecuJ1 PIOK3aK Ha IJIe40, MOAOUIEN K OKHY Y IOCMOTPE
Ha KakTycC.

— Ce0actbsiH, — mpoinenTan oH. — $1 Bc€ B3s1. PoHapuK,
BEpPEBKY, MeJI, epyarky, naker. Cervac BoIAY BO IBOP U HAUAY
BXO[ B MofiBaJl. Tl YTO-HUOYH €1IE MOCOBETYeIllb?

Kakrtyc nonro momnuan. Kocrs yxe Hauan 1ymarb, 4YTO OH He
OTBETUT, KaK BAPYT pa3Jajics €/iBa CIbIIIHBIA T0J0C, MOXOXKUN
Ha I1IEJIECT:

— Bynb ocroposken. He 3agepxuBaiics qonro. Eciau yBuauiib
YTO-TO NOI03PUTENbHOE — Cpa3y Ha3a. U em€: Bosie moka nop
JIECTHULIEW B TOIbE3/ie ecTh crapas Tabnmuuka «IlocTopoHHUM
BXOJ1 Bocripemmén». He 3a0ynp e€ nmpounTtath U MBICJIEHHO C He
HE COIJIaCUTBCA.

Kocts ynbiOnysncs.

— JlagHo. 4 BCE noHsI. fI CKOPO BEPHYCH.

OH BbIIIIENT U3 KOMHATHI, CTAPASICh HE CKPUIIETh TIOJIOBUIIAMH.



Baly1ika B 3T0 BpeMsi MblIa MOCY/ly Ha KyXHe U YTO-TO HareBaia
cebe nox Hoc. KocTst THXOHBKO MIPOIIEN B IPUXOKYIO, 0OYyJICS U
BBICKOJIb3HYIJT 32 JIBEPb.

Ha nectHruHO# 1mutomaake oH octaHoBujcs. Jlom ObUT TUX U
npoxJjajeH. CBET MPOHUKaJ CKBO3b MbUIBHOE OKHO Ha IUIOIIA -
Ke MeXIy TaKaMH¥ U a/1ajl Ha BeIepOieHHbIe cTynenu. Kocrs
MIPUCITYIIAJICS: U3-3a IBepH TETU Basiu He TOHOCKIIOCHh HU 3BYKA.
Hagepnoe, oHa Obuia Ha padote. Isas Muia ¢ TpeTbero sraxa,
Cyllsl 110 BCEMY, TOXE€ OTCYTCTBOBAJI — B MOABE3/IE CTOSIA TH-
HIMHA.

KocTs cniycTuicst Ha mepBbli 3TaX ¥ OCTAHOBUJICS BO3JIE JIeCT-
HUIIBL. 3/1€Ch, O], HUKHUM MapilieM, OblJI0 TEMHOE yriTyOieHue,
OTrOPOKEHHOE CTapOM JIepeBsIHHOM JiBepiied. [Bepiia Oblia 3a-
TiepTa Ha PXKaBbIi BUCSYMI 3aMOK, KOTOPBI BHITJISIACT TaK, Oy/I-
TO €ro He OTKPhIBAIU JIeT ABaAlaTh. IMEHHO 0 HEM, 10 cIoBamM
CebactbsiHa, U 11112 peyb.

Kocts nmopomén omike. J[IBepria Oblia HEBHICOKOM, TTpUMEp-
HO TIO TIOSIC B3pOcCoMy uesioBeKy. Ha Hell kpacoBaiach BHIIIBET-
masi TabMMyKa ¢ Haanuchlo: «IIoCTOpOHHMM BXO/ BOCHpEIIEH.
OmnacHo!» BykBbl ObUIM KpPUBbIE, HAITMCAHHBIE OT PYKU YEPHOMN
Kpackor. KocTs MBICIEHHO He COIJIaCWIICS C 9TOW HaJIMChIo U
OCTOPOKHO MOTPOTAJT 3aMOK. 3aMOK BHCEJT Ha TIETJISIX, HO He ObLT
3aENKHYT — IPOCTO BUCEJ, BCTABJIEHHBIM B YIIKO, HO HE 3a-
KpbIThiid. KocTst ierko npunonHsia ero u cHsit. Cepaiie 3a6usioch
OpIcTpee.

— Bor 310 12, — mpomenTan oH. — 3HaunT, CedacThsiH ObLT



npaB. Kto-To 31ech yxe nmoosBaJl.

OH ornszencs: B Moxbe3/ae Mo-MpeXHeMy HHKOTO He ObLIO.
Torna Kocts nmotsinyn nBepity Ha ce0st. OHa OTBOpUMIIACh C Mpo-
TSKHBIM CKPUIIOM, KOTOPBIN 9XOM pa3HEccs 1o noabe3ay. Kocrs
3amep, npucinymaics. Tuiraa. ToabKko Ha BTOPOM 3Taxke XJIOI-
HyJIa IBEPb — HO, KaKETCs, 3TO CKBO3HSIK.

3a Bepler OTKPbUICS TEMHBIM TPOEM, YXOAAIMI BHU3. OT-
Ty[la AXHYJIO CBIPOCTBIO, MbLIbIO0 U YEM-TO 3aTXJIbIM, KaK U3 IO-
rpe6a. CTyneHbKH, BBUIOKEHHBIE M3 CTAPOrO KUPIHMYA, KPYTO
YXOIWIN B TEMHOTY.

Kocrs mocran u3 prok3aka (poHapUK U BKJIIOUMI €ro. SApkunt
JIy4 BBIXBATHUJI U3 TEMHOTBI IIEPBbIE HECKOJIBKO CTYTIEHEK, TOK Pbl-
THIX CJIOEM TBbUTM W MayTWHOW. Ha mbiin ObUTM BUIHBI CBEXME
CJIe[THl — OTIEeUaTKH YbUX-TO OOTHHOK, BeyIFe BHU3 U 00paT-
HO.

— Tak, — npormrentan Kocts, 4yBCcTBysI, Kak Mypatiiku OeryT
0 crHe. — 311ech KTOo-To Xoauil. CoBceM HETaBHO.

OH HaTsHYN Ha pyku OaOyIIKWHBI MEPYaTK — Ha BCSIKUT
Clly4aid, 9YToOBl He OCTaBJISITh CBOMX OTIICUYATKOB W HE TPOraTh
HUYEro TOJIbIMU pyKamH. 3aTeM NOCBETWI (DOHAPUKOM BHU3 U
OCTOPOXKHO HaYyaJl CIyCKaThCSl.

CryneHbku ObUTH CKOB3KMMU OT chipocTH. KocTs nepxancs
OJIHO PYKOH 3a CTeHy, KoTopasi ObUla XOJIOIHOM U IIEPIIABOM.
[1ax710 naeceHpl0, MOKPOU 3eMJIEW U €ILIE YEM-TO HEYIOBUMbBIM
— MOXET, CTapbIM JEPEBOM WX PKaBbIM xkese30M. C KaxIbIM
111aroM CTaHOBUJIOCh TEMHeEE U ITpoxJiaaHee. Jlyd (poHapuka me-



TaJICsI TIO CTEHAM, BBIXBATBIBAsI TO OOPBIBKU MAYTHHBI, TO PiKaBbIe
TPyObI, TO KYCKH OCHITIABIIIEHCS MNTYKATYPKH.

HakoHery cTyneHbKy 3aKOHYMIUCH, 1 KocTs okazascs B nof-
Basie. DTO ObLIO MPOCTOPHOE MOMEIIEHUE C HU3KUM CBOAYATHIM
MOTOJIKOM, CJIOKEHHBIM M3 Kupnuua. [lo yrimam rpomo3nuivch
KaKue-TO CTapble SIVKU, JIOCKH, BEIpa, CJIOMaHHast MeOeb.
Bosb cTeH TAHYJIUCh TPYObl, 0OMOTaHHBIE TPATIKAMY U TTAKJICH.
Hekotopsle TpyObl MOATEKAH, U B TUIIMHE OBbLJIO CIIBIIIHO, Kak
Karuid 3a Karuied nmajgaeT Ha moJl.

Kocts1 MeanieHHO moién Brepéa, crapasich He HACTYIaTh Ha
NoI03pUTeNIbHBIE JTyKU. oy ObLT 3eMJISHOM, MECTaMu TIOKPbI-
ThIl OUTHIM KMpIUYOM. B yriax mrypinanu mpin. [ne-to gane-
KO CJIBIIIAJICS TYJI MPOE3KAIOUIEH 10 YIULIEe MAIIUHBI, HO 3[1€Ch,
TIOZ1 3€MJIEN, OH Ka3aJICA JAJEKUM U HEPEAJIbHBIM.

OH ocetun ponapukom mnost. Creapl, KOTOpblE OH BUJEI Ha
JIECTHUIIE, TPOJIOJIKAIUCH U 3[€Ch: YETKUE OTIIEUaTKu, BeaylIe
B JlaJIbHUI KOHell nojsaia. KocTs npucen M BHUMATENbHO MX
paccMoTpest. 1o ObUTH CIIeAbl MYKCKIX OOTHHOK, IPUMEPHO CO-
POK TpeTbero pa3mepa, ¢ prudi€Hoi nogompoi. OTrnedaTku Obl-
JIM CBEXME, Kpasi YETKUE, HE 3aIUIbIBIIME MbLIbI0. 3HAYUT, BOP
JEVCTBUTEIIBHO MPOLIEN 34€Ch HEJABHO.

Koctst Bcomumn Hacrabnenue CeOacTbsiHA: €CIM BUIUIID
YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, He reporcTByU. HO OH He Mor yiTH, HE OCMOT-
peB BCE 10 KOHIA. OH BBITPAMUIICS U MOLIEN MO CJIeIaM.

Cnenpl BenM K AajibHEW cTeHe noasaia. Tam, 3a rpyaou cra-
PBIX IOCOK M pXKaBbIX BEep, KocTs yBumen HeOOmbIon MpoéM B



CTEHE, 32 KOTOPbIM, CY/is1 IO BCEMY, HAUMHAJICS TTOA3EMHBIN XO[I.
[Tpoém ObLT MPSMOYTOIBHBIN, BHICOTOM MPUMEPHO B METP, U 34
HUM TEMHEJIO elIE TylIe, YeM B MOJBAJIE.

Kocrsl HakoHWICSA U OCcBETWI BHYTPb. JIyu hoHapuKa BbI-
XBaTWI Y3KUU TYHHEIb, OOJIOKEHHBI KUPITUYOM, KOTOPBIT yXO-
JWJI KyZIa-TO BJIEBO U Tepsiics BO Mpake. [1on B TyHHese ObL 1o-
KPBIT CJIOEM TbUIM, HA KOTOPOM TOe ObLIIM BUIHBI CJIE/IBI.

— 3HauuT, OH MOILEN Tyaa, — npomenTain Kocrs.

OH nokonedascss HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/I. B TyHHene ObUIo KyT-
KO TeMHO ¥ TecHO. Ho mo6omnbitcTBO nepecuiio crpax. Kocrs
npoBepuJ1 hoHAPUK (OaTapeiiku ObUIM CBEKHE, CBET SIPKUIi), TIO-
MIPABUJI PIOK3aK Ha IJIeYe U, COTHYBIINCH, LIATHYJ B ITPOEM.

BuyTpu 6bu10 emg xonoanee. CTEHbI TYHHENSI COUMIINCH BJia-
T'OU, Y C MOTOJIKA CBUCAJIM JUIMHHBIE HUTHU TUIECEHU, TTOXOKUE HA
cenpie 6oponbl. KocTs cibiman, Kak Ijie-To KamaeT Boja: Mep-
HBII, TMITHOTUYECKUM 3BYK. OH I1LIEN ME/IJIEHHO, CTapasiCh HE 3a-
JIeBaTh rOJIOBOM HU3KUM MOTOJIOK, XOTsI BCE PaBHO HECKOJIBKO pa3
3aLENWICSA BOJIOCAMU 32 MTAYTUHY.

Crienpl Benu Briepén. OHM ObUTM OTYETIIMBO BUHBI B MSTKOM
3emie U nbuM. Koctd 3amevast, 4To TyHHEJb MOCTENEHHO MOJ-
HUMAEeTCs, a 3aTeM CHOBA oryckaetrcsi. OH MOIbITalCs MPeCcTa-
BUTb, I1I€ CEMYAC HAXOAUTCS: Cy[s MO HAIPaBJICHUIO, OH HIET B
cropoHy kBaptupbl €T Banmu. Cepjtie 3a0M10Ch CHJTbHEE: BOT
OHO, JI0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO!

UYepe3 HECKOJIIBKO METPOB TYHHENb pacmmpuics, u Kocrd
OKazajics B HEOOJBIIOW MOA3EMHON KaMOpPKe, CTEHBI KOTOPOM



OBbLTM BBUIOJKEHBI U3 CTAPOTr0 KUPIHUYA, 2 B OJHOM YIJIy CTOsUIA
JepeBsiHHAas CKaMerKa, MOKphITas IieceHblo. Ha ckamenke se-
’aJl KaKOH-TO MpeAMET, TYCKJIO OJIeCTeBILIUII B Jiy4ye (poHapHKa.

Kocta mopgomén ommxe. 1o Obuta HeOOJIbIIAsg MeTaUInye-
CKasl KopoOOYKa, MOX0Xkasi Ha CTapuHHYI0 Tabakepky. OHa Oblia
MOKPBITA 3€JEHON MaTUHOM, HO HA KPBIIIIKE Yra/IbIBAJICSI BBITPa-
BUpPOBaHHBIN y30p. Kocts B3s1 €€ B pyku (6;1aro Ha HEM ObuIH
NepYyaTKy) U MONbITAICA OTKPbITh. KpblIliKa noaanack ¢ JIETKUM
HIETYKOM.

BHyTpu nexxan clokeHHbId BYETBEPO JIMCTOK TMOKEJITEBILEN
o6ymaru. Kocts octoposkHO pa3BepHy: ero. Ha imctke ObL1o 4to-
TO HAIMCAHO MEJIKMM, BUTUEBATHIM MTOYEPKOM. ByKBBI ObLIH CTa-
PUHHBIE, C 3aBUTKAMH, U HEKOTophie ciioBa Koctst pasoOpain ¢
TpyaoM. Ho Bc€ ke oH nmpounra:

«Crenyii 3a JIydoM B MOJIACHb, KOTJa TEHb YKaX)eT myTh. [lox
KaMHEeM C TPEUIMHON HalIu TO, YTO He I0JKHO ObITh HariaeHo. U
MIOMHM: KJIIOY OTKPOET, HO He cpasy. [loBepbcs 3en€HOMY CTpa-
KY.»

KocTs mepeunTan 3armcKy HECKOJBKO pa3. «3eI€HOMY CTpa-
Ky» — 3T0, KoHeuHo, CebactbsiH! Ho uTo 32 «j1y4 B MoJieHb»
U «KaMeHb C TpelnHoii»? OH He ycrien 1oAyMarhb, IOTOMY YTO
BIPYT YCJBIIIAJ IIIyM.

['ne-to mo3aau, B TyHHENE, MOCBINAIUCH ark. Tsakénble,
ocTopoxHble. KTo-To 1€ cneom 3a HUMm.

Kocrs 3amep. Cepatie yxHyJ10 B IATKHA. OH OBICTPO BBIKJIIOUHIT
(onapuk m mpmxkaics K creHe. B aOCOMOTHOW TEMHOTE IIaru



CTaJIY CJIBIIIHBI OTUETIMBEE. KTO-TO IEN MeUIEHHO, CTapasich He
IIYMETh, HO MO/ HOraMH BCE PaBHO XPYCTEN MEJIKME KaMEIIIKU.

«310 OH! — TpoMmenbKHYJI0 B rosioBe y Koctu. — Bop Bep-
HyJICs ! »

Emy crano ouens crpamno. OH 3araun geixanue. laru npu-
Oomkanick. Bot oHM yke coBceM OJIM3KO, y BXO/Ia B KAMOPKY.
Kocts cxascs B KOMOK, CTapasich ObITh KaK MOXKHO He3aMeTHee.
OH cJblai, Kak 4YeloBeK COIUT, Kak IIypIHIUT ero ogexaa. [1o-
TOM Pa3faJICsi CKPUIl — 3TO OH 3a[IeJ]1 YTO-TO HOTOM.

Bnpyr nya ponapuka (y Bopa, BUIIMO, TOXe ObLT (POHAPHIK )
CKOJIb3HYJI IO CTEHE U OCTAaHOBWJICS HA TOM MECTE, i€ TOJIbKO
yto crosi1 Kocrs. Kocts Bxascs B yros 3a ckaMerkom, MOJISCh,
9TOOBI €ro He 3aMeTuin. Jlyd mporéncs no KaMopke, OCBETHII
CKaMelKy, KopoOouKy, KoTopyio Kocts Tak u nepxain B pyke, U
Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep. 3aTeM MOCIBIIIAIOCh YIUBIEHHOE OOPMO-
TaHUE.

— UYro 3a 4€pT? — MPOM3HEC XPUILIBIA MYKCKON TOJIOC. —
TyT KTO-TO OBLI.

Kocrs noxononen. Ero 3amernmn? Her, kaxkeTcs, 4esOBEK
IPOCTO YBUAEN, YTO KOPOOOUKa OTKphITa. OH MOAOMIEN K CKa-
MeliKe, J1y4 ero ¢poHapuka mmapui ro nony. Kocrs He npiman. O
YYBCTBOBAJI, KAK MOT CTEKAET I10 CIHHE.

— DH! — KPUKHYJI MyX4MHa B TeMHOTY. — KTO 311€CH? BHI-
xonu! 4 3Hato, YTO THI TYT!

Kocra momyan. My)4urHa OCTOSA €€ HEMHOT'O, MOPbICKAI
¢onapukom no yrmam. Jlyd ckomb3Hya coBceM Onmm3ko ot Ko-



CTHHOTO JIWIIA, HO, K CYACThIO, He 3arienuJ ero. [lorom myxunna
BBIpyTAJICS cede MoJ] HOC, pa3BepHyJIcs 1 romén oopatro. [llaru
CTaJIN yIAJISThCA.

Kocts monox gat, moka 1marv COBCeM CTUXHYT, U TOJIBKO TOT/1a
NO3BONIWIT ceOe BhIIOXHYTh. Pyku npoxkanu. OH BKTOUMIT (hoHa-
PUK, HO TIPUKPBUT JIAJIOHBIO CBET, YTOOBI OH HE OBbLT CIIUAIIKOM
sapkuM. B kamopke HuKoro He ObUT0. TOJBKO OH, CTapble CTCHBI
¥ 3aI1CKa B PYKe.

«HyxHo cpouHO yxonuts, — nogymai Kocrsa. — Iloka oH He
BCPHYJICS».

OH CNOXWII 3aMUCKy, CYHYN €€ B KapMaH JKMHCOB, a KOPO-
O0UKy MOJIOKUI B pIOK3aK. [IoTOM OCTOPOKHO, Ha IIBIIOYKAX,
aBUHYJICS 00paTtHO. OH mEN OBICTPO, HO CTapasiCh HE IIyMETh.
Tynnens kazasncs Tenepb 6eckoHeYHbIM. C KaKIbIM II1arOM eMy
MEepeIIOCh, YTO KTO-TO ABIIIUT eMy B cniHy. Ho oH He o6opa-
YHUBAJICS.

Haxkonen Briepean 3a0pe3ul C1aOblid CBeT — 3TO OBLT MPO-
ém, Benymmil B ogBas. KocTst yCKOpWIT mmar, o4ty nooesxal.
BriOpaBImch B 1ojiBajl, OH Ha CEKYH/y OCTAaHOBHJICS, YTOOBI OT-
apiarsesi. CBeT U3 MoAbe3/ia e/1Ba MPOHUKAJ CIofla Yepes Ieu
B iBepiie. KocTst ObICTpo HAIlpaBUJICS K BHIXOY, HO HE ylIepKa-
csl v orisiHyJIcs. B rmyOuHe mongBasia, y mpoéMa B TYHHE b, EMY
MOYY/IMIIOCHh KaKoe-To ABkeHue. Ho, MOXeT, 3TO IpoCTo Kphica.

OH B3J1€TEN MO CTYNIEHbKAM BBEPX, BHICKOUMIT U3-T10]] JIECTHU-
16l ¥ 32XJIOHYJI 32 cOOOM JIBEpIly. 3aMOK OH MOBECHJ 0OpaTHO,
HO He 3aIIENKHYI, 4ToObl He BbAaTh ceOs. [lotom, OTpsxHYyB-



IIKCh OT MbUIM U NMAyTUHBI, OH BBIIIET U3 MOIbE3A.

Bo nBope OBbUIO MO-TIpEKHEMY COJTHEYHO M crokoiHo. Cra-
PYILIKH BCE TaK e CUE/IH Ha JJAaBOUKe, HO TeTiepb UX ObLIO MEHb-
11Ie — HEKOTOpble YU Ha TUXUi yac. Kocta nocrapasics npu-
HATH 6€33a00THBIN BUJT M HAIPABUIICSA K CKAMEHKE TIO] TOTIOJIEM.
Cen, nepeBén ayx.

Cepalie nocTeneHHo ycrnokauBayiocb. OH CKUMasl B KapMa-
HE 3allMCKy W AyMaJl O TOM, 4TO y3HaJl. Bo-nepBbIX, BOp TOYHO
MOJIb30BAJICS TIOA3EMHBIM XOAOM. BO-BTOpBIX, OH BEpHYJICS —
3HAYUT, OH HE 3aKOHYMJI JEJIO UM YTO-TO UCKal. B-Tperpux, B
KOpobOouke, koTopyio KocTs Hamén, iexana 3anucka ¢ 3arajkomu.
W 3ta 3anucka sIBHO CBsI3aHa CO IIKATYJIKOW Y TalHOW AOMa.

Ho krto 6w 3TOT My)umHa? ['onoc nokazasncsi Kocre He3Ha-
KOMBIM, HO, BO3MOKHO, OH ITPOCTO HE pacCiblall U3-3a CTpa-
xa. OH TO4HO He ObUI Asizieit Muireii — y TOro rosioc ObLT apy-
roii, 0ojee CKpuy4uid. ITOT rOBOpUII rpydo, OTpeIBUCTO. Mo-
JKEeT, 9TO KTO-TO co cTopoHbl? Miu KTo-TO U3 cocenel, koro Ko-
CT4 IUIOXO 3HaJ1?

OH moAoXaan enié HeMHOTO, YTOObI OKOHYATEIbHO YCITOKO-
uThCs, ¥ nomen gomoi. [o nopore oH BCoMHMII, 4TO 6a0yIKa
JKAET ero K mectu. Yachl MOKa3blBAIM TOJIOBUHY MATOrO. 3Ha-
YUT, BPEMH €LIE eCTh.

Jloma OH cpa3y IpOIIEN B CBOIO KOMHATY, 3aIep IBEpb U CeJl
Ha Ta0ypeT Bo3Jie MOJOKOHHUKA. CebacThsiH MO-MPekKHEMY CTO-
s1 Ha cBOEM Mecte. Kocta ocran U3 kapmaHa 3almcKy U pas-
BEPHYJI €€.



— Cebactbsin! — meénoTom no3paj oH. — Thl He TOBEPHUIIIb,
YTO CO MHOM OBLIO!

Kakryc momuan. Kocrs nonosxkaan HEMHOro, HOTOM MPOJOJ-
KWL

— 4 cnycruncsa B noasan. Hameén nonzemusiid xon. Bugen
cBexue cieqpl. [lotom ycnpliman, Kak KTO-TO UAET 32 MHOU. DTO
611 Bop! OH uyTh He noiiman meHs1! Ho s cripstancs. U namen
BOT 3TO.

OH nokasaJ 3alMCKy KakTycy, XOTs TOT, KOHEYHO, HE MOT €€
npountath 6e3 mia3. Ho CebactbsiH, OUeBUIHO, yMENT YyBCTBO-
BaTh.

— Tbl 1en? — pazpascst HakoHell ero rojioc, TAXUM, HO BCTpe-
BOKEHHBIN.

— [Ha, uen, — orBerun Kocra. — Hemuoro ucnyraics, HO
BCE 00OIILIOCh.

— Pacckaxu nogpoOHee. Yto 3a 3anmcka? U uto 3a crieapl?

Kocra Havan pacckassiBate. OH onmcas BCE: M KaK CHSJI 3a-
MOK, Y KaK CITyCKQJICS IO JIECTHUIIE, M KaK IIIEN O CJIe/iaM, U KaK
HAIIIEN TYHHEJb U KaMOPKY, U KaK YCJIbIIIA [Iarv, U Kak Mnpsi-
Tasnicsi. CebacThbsiH Ciyllajl BHUMATENBHO, He nepeOuBasi. TolbKo
MHOT/Ia TIOKaYMBaJicsl, OyATO KUBAJL.

Koraa Koctst 3aKOHYMII, OH TPOYMTAJT 3AIKUCKY BCIIYX:

— «Crnieayy 3a JIydoM B TOJI/IEHb, KOTZIa TEHb YKAXKET MYTh.
[Ton KaMHEM C TPEeIMHON HalIu TO, YTO HE AOJIKHO OBITh Haii-
JeHo. M moOMHM: KJTI0Y OTKPOET, HO He cpasy. [loBepbCs 3eJIEHO-
My CTPaxy.»



— Hy u 4uro TbI gymaenb? — cripocust Kocrsi.

Cebactbsi oro Momyat. [1otom ero romoc mpo3Byvast 3a-
JyMUYUBO:

— 9TO0 4YacTh rosoBojoMkU. U, cyas no Bcemy, O4eHb CTa-
pasi. «3eNEHblil CTpax» — 3TO 5. 3HAYUT, MOM CO3JaTeNb WU
NIePBBII XO3SIMH 3HAJI, UTO s Oy/y XpaHUTENIeM TalHbL. A «Iyd B
MOJIIEHb» — 3TO, BEPOSITHO, COJIHEYHBIN JIy4, KOTOPbIM MaJaeT
Ha YTO-TO B orpeneieHHoe Bpems. «KameHnb ¢ TpemmHon» —
Toxe 3atenka. Ham HyxHO Hailtu 3T0T KameHb. U cienath 310
B IOJIACHb.

— Ho rne uckats? — cnipocun Koctsa. — Bo nBope? B non-
Base? Wnu B camom tome?

— Hano nogymars, — otBerun CedactbsiH. — Ho cHauana
CKQXU: Thl YBEPEH, UTO BOp TeOsI He 3aMeTHII?

— Iloutu yBepen, — ckaszan Kocra. — 4 cnipsarancs 3a cka-
Merkoi. OH nocBeTus1 (poHapuKoOM, HO He yBujie. [Totom ymern.

— 9t0 X0poio. Ho oH MOr NOHATH, YTO KTO-TO ObLI B TYHHE-
Je. 3HAUUT, Tenepb OH OyneT octopoxkHee. M, BO3MOXKHO, Bep-
HETCsA cHoBa. Ham HyKHO JefiCTBOBaTh OBICTPO, HO aKKYpPaTHO.

— A 4t0 genaTh ¢ 3anuckon ? — capocui Kocts. — Moxer,
OoTHecTH e€ Tére Bane?

— Her, — orpesan Cebactbsin. — Téts Bans He 3Haet o mog-
3eMHOM xo71e. Eciii Mbl ckaxeM eid, OHa MOHUMET MTAaHUKY, U BOP
Y3HAET, YTO MbI HaaJu Ha ciel. Jlydilie moka OCTaBUTh 3aIUCKY
y ce0s. Ho xpanuth e€ Hy:kHO HangxHO. Cripsiub Kyaa-HUOYIb,
r7ie HUKTO HEe HaWOET.



— Xopormo, — cornacuiic Kocra. — YV MeHs B cTosie ecTb
NoTanHoe otaeneHue. 4 ero cam caenai. Tyna v mOnoxy.

— Tonbko He 3a0y/1b, YTO BOP MOKET OOBICKATh TBOKO KOMHA-
Ty, €CJIY 3aN0I03PUT Tebs, — Mpeaynpeau KakTyc.

Kocrsa noéxwiics. 9ta MbIC/Ib €My HE ITIOHPABUJIACh.

— Ho s ke ero He Bujen, u oH MeHs He Buael. OTKyaa oH
Y3HAET, UTO 3TO 517

— Mazo nu. Thl B Hoxbe3/€ JIa3ui, CIeAbl MOT OCTaBUTh. Bynb
octopokeH. He roBopu HUKOMYy, axke 6adyiike, 4To ObUT B MO~
Basie. U BooOIme, Beu cedst Kak 0OBIYHO.

— JlagHo, — xuBHYN KocTsi. — A Thl He 3Haelllb, 4YTO O3Ha-
YaeT «KaMeHb C TPEeHIMHOW» ? MOXeT, 9T0 KaKOH-TO 0cOoObIi Ka-
MEeHb BO J1IBOpe?

CeGacTbsiH 3a1yMascsl.

— 41 cTOI0 HAa MOJJOKOHHUKE, U BUXKY TOJIBKO 4acTh JBopa. Ho
s ciipliny Be€. KamHel Bo 1BOpe MHOTO: CTapblil OOpIIOPHBIN Ka-
MeHb Y BOPOT, BaJlyH Bo3Jie ¢uresisi, OETOHHAS IJIUTa y capa-
eB. Kamensb ¢ TpemuHO#... XM. Bo3M0OXHO, 9TO TOT OOJBIIION
CEPbIN BaJyH, YTO JIEXKUT BO3Jie cTaporo duuress. S MOMHIO, 4YTO
B HEM ecThb JUIMHHas TpemuHa. Emé B gercTBe TBoEl 6adyiku
JET Urpajid BOKPYT HEro M MpsiTajid B TpeluHy 3anucku. Ho
3TO OBLJIO JABHO.

— A «Jj1yy B nojnuenb» ? — crpocun Kocrs. — Kak conneu-
HBIM JTy4 MOKET yKa3arb MyTh?

— B nonjueHs CoHIE CTOMT BBICOKO, U TEHU KOpOTKuUe. Ec-
JIY JIy4 NAAAET HA TPEUIMHY B KAMHE, TO OTPAKEHHE MOXET yKa-



3aTh HanpasjieHue. Vi, Hao60poT, TeHb OT KAKOTO-TO MPeIMeTa
yKaXeT Ha KameHb. HyXHO mpuiiTu Tyga B NOJNJIEHb U TOCMOT-
peTb. 3aBTpa, HanpuMep. B nonieHpb Th Kak pa3 Oy/Aelb B KO-
Jie. .. XoTs, mogoxau. 3aprpa cyooora? Her, 3aBrpa nsithunia. B
HATHUILY y TeOst ypoku 1o ABenaauatu? M 1o vacy? B mobom
ciydvae, B TIOJIIEHb ThI BPsi JI Oy/Iellb BO IBOpeE.

Kocra Haxmypuics.

— MoxHo cOexaTb ¢ nocjeqHero ypoka. Ckaxy, 4To )KUBOT
6onut. Vinu nonpoiity oTnpocuTh. B MSATHUITY y HAC TOCTEAHUM
YPOKOM (PU3KYJIBTYpa, a 51 BCE paBHO He JII0OMo (hyTOO.

— D10 pUCcKOBaHHO, — 3aMeTi1 CedacThsiH. — Ho eciu o-
JpYyromy He BBIIJIET, TO MOXHO NOIIPOOOBaTh. TONBKO HE BbI3bI-
Baid MOJJO3PEHUI.

— S mpunymaio yro-HuOYAb, — mooberan Kocrs. — A ceii-
yac J1aBayl eni€ pa3 MoOCMOTPUM Ha 3alucKy. Bapyr tam ects ee
YTO-TO, YTO 51 HE 3aMETHIL.

OH pa3BepHyI JIMCTOK U MOTHEC ero K cBeTy. bymara Obuia
CTapou, MOXKENTEBILIEH, C HEPOBHBIMU KpasAmHu. [Touepk — men-
KW, SIBHO JKEHCKU WJIM JIETCKUIA, C BUTUEBATHIMU 3aTJIaBHBIMU
O6ykBamu. Kpome OCHOBHOTO TeKCTa, BHM3Y ObLJT HAPUCOBAH Ma-
JICHbKUI 3HAK: KPYT, IEPEUYEPKHYThIN JIMHUEH, & BHYTPU — TOU-
ka. Kocrs mokazan ero CebacTbsiny.

— Yt0 3710 32 3HAK?

— Xwm, — CeOactbsiH 3amenecten. — $1 He BUXKY, HO MOTY
NpeCcTaBuTh. Takol 3HaK MHOTJA PUCOBAIM HA CTApbIX KapTax:
KPYT C TOYKOW — 3TO 0O03HAUYEHHE KJIaa I TAllHUKA. A riepe-



YEPKHYTBIN KPYT... BO3MOXHO, 3T0 CMUMBOJ 3alIPETHOIO MECTA.
N «ne Bxoguth». He nomHio Touno. Ho 310 Haméex.

— Hamék Ha uto?

— Ha T0, 4TO MO KaMHEM C TPEIIMHOW CKPbIBAETCS HEUTO,
YTO «HE JOJDKHO OBITh HAlAEHO». TaM MokeT ObITh oracHo. M
TaM HAaXOAWTCS CIEAYIONMIA KIII0Y K TaiiHe. B mobom ciydae,
3aBTpa B MOJIJIEHb HY)KHO MPOBEPUTH STOT BaTyH.

Kocrs1 mocmorpen Ha yackl. beuto yxe nsate Beuepa. OH pe-
IIAJI, 9TO CErOAHs OOJIbINe HEe TIOWAET BO JABOP, YTOOBI HE MPH-
BJIeKaTh BHUMaHUe. BMeCTo 3TOro OH akKypaTHO COPSTAN 3aIC-
Ky B MOTaiHOE OTJIeJIeHHEe CTOJIa, a KOPOOOUKY — IOJ] CTOMKY
KHUT Ha nosike. [Torom nepeopesncs B JOMAIIHIO OAEKAY U MO-
HIEJT YKAHATD.

3a yxuHOM 0alyIika Crpocuia, Kak Mmpolnia mporyiaka. Ko-
CTSI CKa3aJjl, 4To Urpaj ¢ pedsATaMu B MPATKUA U UTO BO JBOpE
CTaJI0 CKYy4YHO, MIOTOMY YTO BCE€ YILIM Ha TUXUH yac. balOyika
MIOCOBETOBAJIA eMy OOJIbIIIe ABUTaThCsl U HE CUIIETh JIOMA.

Beuepowm, korna cremueno, Koctsi CHoBa MOAOMIEN K KAKTYCy.

— CeOacTbsiH, a €C/IM 3aBTPa B MOJNJIEHb 51 HE CMOTY BbIOpaTh-
ca? Yro torma?

— Torga npunercsa xaath ciaenywoiuero aHsA. Ho 3araruBarh
HeJb3s1. BOp 4TO-TO UINET, ¥ OH yiKe 3HAEeT MPO MOA3ZEMHBIN XO[I.
Ecnu oH HaaET TalHKWK paHblle Hac, Oy/IeT MO3/IHO.

— A uro on umier? Illkarynky? — cnpocun Kocrs.

— He Tonpko. IIkarynka y Hero yxe ecrb. Ho, cyns no 3a-
IIMCKE, €CTh €€ KAKOU-TO MPEAMET, CIIPATAHHBIM O]l KAMHEM.



Bo3moskHO, 9TO BTOpast 4acTh KJII04a UM Kapta. Eciu oH coenu-
HUT MIKATYJIKy ¥ TO, YTO TOJ KAMHEM, TO CMOXeT JI00paThCs 10
IJIAaBHOTO COKpoBHIIA. [I03TOMY HaM HYKHO OMEPEAUTH €rO.

— A uro 3a cokposuule? Tel paHbllle TOBOPUJI, YTO KYIIEI]
I'poMOB cripsiTan 4TO-TO Ba)XHOE, HO HE 3HAEIIb, YTO UMEHHO.

— 41 MHOrO pa3 cibian oOpbIBKU Pa3roBopoB. ['oBopwim
O HEKOEM «MCTOYHHUKE», KOTOPbIM UCIIONHSET kedanus. nm o
JIpeBHEM apTedakTe, KOTOpbli Aapyet Biaactb. Ho, ckopee Bcero,
9TO NpocCTo JiereHaa. OJHAKO eciii BOp BEPUT B HEE, OH MOMAET
Ha BCE.

Kocra noéxunca. EMy crano HEMHOTo kKyTKO, HO B TO K€ Bpe-
M UHTEPEC NOAOTIPEBAJICH.

— A MOXET, TaM U IPaBjAa YTO-TO €CTh? — MPEATNIOIOKHUI OH.
— Hy, He ucTouHuK, a, HarpUMeEP, KJIajl ¢ 30JI0TOM?

— Bcé moxet ObiTh, — yKJIOHUMBO OTBeTUI CebacThsH. —
Ho 30010 Bpsan . Ckopee, JOKYMEHTbI UM BElllb, PEICTAB-
Jgonas HEHHOCTh Uil UcTopuu. Mnm 11 marum, eciiv B Heé
BEPUTbD.

— Maruu? — Kocts ynuBiéHHo nogHsn OpoBu. — Thl ke
caM roBOpUlIb CO MHOH, a 3TO YK€ Marusl.

— 4 ne marus, — Bo3pazui CedacTbsiH. — S TPOCTO OUEHDb
CTapblil KAKTYC, KOTOPBIA HAYUWJICS O0ImAThesl. MOXeT ObITh, BO
MHE eCTh YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE, HO Sl He CUMTAI0 ceOsl BOJIIICOHBIM.
ITpocTo Tak CI0KUIOCH.

— Hy, ans MeHs Tl BCE paBHO BOJIIEOHBIN, — YJIBIOHYIICS
Kocrs.



KakTyc THXOHBKO 3aIiesiectesl, 4To, BEPOSITHO, O3HAYAJIO
YIIBIOKY.

— JlagHo, uau cnath. 3aBTpa pematnimui aeHb. [locrapaiics
OBITH BO JIBOpE B MOJ/IeHb. EC/iv He momyuuTcsl, He OTYauBamcsl.
[Mpunymaem apyroii criocoo.

Kocrs nmoxenan emy CIOKOMHOM HOYM M JIET B KpoBaTth. Ho
coH He mén. OH Bopoyasics ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, BCTIOMUHAST TEMHBIH
TYHHEJIb, JTy4 (pOHApUKa, I1aru 3a cnuHoi. EMy ObL10 cTpaiiHo,
HO JTIOOOTBITCTBO TIEPECUIUBAJIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH YCHYI, U
€My CHOBA CHUJICSI TIOJI3EMHBIN XOJI, HO TeTleph TaM OBbUIO CBETIIO,
1 oH EN psaom ¢ CedacThsIHOM, KOTOPBIH, K yauBieHuo Koctu,
I1araj Ha COOCTBEHHBIX KOPHSIX, KaK Ha HOTrax.

Ha crnenytommii nens Koctst Bctan ¢ TBEpAbIM HaMepeHUeM
TIOTACTh BO JIBOP K MOJIYAHIO. YTPO B IIKOJIE MTPOIILJIO B HETEPIIE-
Huu. Ha nepBoM ypoke OH 4epTuil B TETPaaM IJIaH JBOPA, OTMe-
yasi, Iie HaXOJUTCS BaJyH C TpemuHou. OH MOMHWI, YTO STOT
BaJIYH JIEKUT HEJAJIEKO OT CTaporo uiuresis, 3a KycTaMu CUpe-
HHU, TIOYTH Y camoro 3abopa. PaHbliie ety Tam urpaiv B pa3ooii-
HUKOB, a Terepb TaM 4YacTO BAJISUTUCh CTapble IIMHBI U PKaBOe
KeJeso.

Ha tperpem ypoke Kocrtsh Hauan HepBHMYarh. 1o mosmygHs
OCTaBaJIOCh UyTh OOJIBbIIE Yaca, a Bepeau eme aBa ypoka. OH
peluI, 4TO COSKUT C MITOro ypoka, pusKynsTypbl. Ho 10 aToro
HYXXHO OBLJIO JIOKHUTb.

Ha Gosnbiioii nepemene PoMka onsitb oyomien Kk Hemy.

— TwI ceromus emé Oosiee CTpaHHBIN, YeM BUepa, — cKazall



OH. — OnATh YTO-TO CKPHIBAEIIb?

— Her, — xopotko orBetn Kocrsa. — IIpocto He Beicasncs.
MHe HOUYBI0O CHWJIUCh KOIIIMaphl.

— IIpo uto? — 3auHTepecoBasics Pomka.

— Ilpo T0, KaK s 1y Mo TEMHOMY TYHHEJIIO, 4 32 MHOU KTO-TO
TOHUTCSI, — 4YeCTHO npu3Hajcs Kocts, He BaaBasch B mogpoo-
HOCTH.

— Xytb, — noéxwiicsa Pomka. — 1 Ob Ha TBOEM MecTe He
CMOTpeJI Ha HOYb YKaCTUKH.

— 4 ux He cmoTpio, — OypkHy Kocrs.

[locne nepemenbl Hayasicsd ypok uctopuu. Kocts moutu He
CIlyllasl YYuTens, NorsiapiBast Ha yackl. CTpesKy MOJ3au MeJl-
seHHo. OH Npe/CTaBIIsLT, KAK COJIHEYHBIN JTyY B MOJIIEHb KOCHET-
CA TPELMHBI HA BAJIyHE, U YTO-TO MPOU30MAET. MOXET, JIyd yKa-
’KET Ha MECTO, IJIe CIPATaH CJIeAyoInn K04 ? Mnu noy kamuem
OKaXeTcsl TAMHUK ?

HakoHnenr mpo3BeHen 3BOHOK C ueTBEpToro ypoka. Kocrs
OBICTPO cOOpaJT PIOK3aK M, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI MTH B CIIOPT3aJ,
HarpaBuics K BeIxoxy. OH 3HaJ1, 4To (PpU3KYJIbTypa MPOXOAUT Ha
yJMLIE, U YUUTEJIb, KaK IIPABUJIO, HE CUMTAET YYEHUKOB IO T'OJIO-
BaM, 0COOEHHO B KOHIIe Hejiei. Ho Bc€ paBHO puCK OBbLIL.

— Tl Kyna? — cnpocwuil ero OgHOKJIACCHUK JIEmKa, Korga
Kocts cBEpHy1 B CTOPOHY BBIXOJA.
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