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SApuna — Hacnennuna babwi-Aru, koTopasi ocraBuia el B HacieAcTBO M30yIKy
Ha Kypbux HOxKax. Ho 310 He mpocTast u3da — 3TO MOCTOSUIBIN I0OM 17151 MEPTBBIX,
NOCJIETHUY TTPUIOT 7151 Ay 3AeCh AN HaXOIsIT BPEMEHHBIN [TOKOW Mepel] TeM,
KaK OTIPaBUTHCS B 3arpOOHBIN MUp. SpuHA MpUHUMAET UX, KOPMUT XJIeO0M

Y KHUCEJIEM, YKJIA/IBIBAET CIIaTh B CBETEINKE, a O NMEPBOM 30PbKU MTPOBOKAET K

peke CmopoauHe, rie JJofoYHUK Pagomup nepernpasisger ux B HaBb. Y kaxmon
AyIIA €CTh CBOSI KUCTOpHUsl, cBOs1 Oonb. U ApuHa, kak xpanurensHuia M30ymku,
BBIHYXJIEHA IPUHUMATh Ha ceOs1 3Ty OO0JIb, PSS U3 JIIOACKON KPYUUHBI Kyesb
VTSl IOy YeHHsI MOHETHI U OTUIATHI JIONOYHUKY. BBIKpyUnBasch U3 CUTyallu B
JOJKHOCTY HOBOM XO3SIMKU I'PaHUIIbl Mex a1y SABbio 1 HaBblo, OHa exkeJHEBHO
BBITIOJIHSIET CBOIO paboTY, HO C KaXAbIM AHEM 4uykasi 00Jb BCE CUIIbHEE MEHSIET
e€.! Gosbliie Bcero Ha cBeTe OHa OOMTCS OIHOTO — CTaTh CTAPOM M 3JI0H, Kak fra,
KOTOpas OCTaBWJIa €M 3Ty Holly.«/lo mepBoil 30ppKn» — MpavHas CIaBIHCKAs
(paHTE3M-Apama O HacIeACTBE, KOTOPOE CTAHOBUTCS MPOKJIATHEM.
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Tovu JIn
J1o mepBOM 30PbKHA

I'maBa 1

PacriiicHble cTaBHM pacnaxHyauMch. B OKOHHOM mpoeme rMokasanach 6a0yIika B HapsiHOM
KoKoIHuKe. [Toanepes 1ieKy J1aI0oHbI0, OHA XUTPO MPHILY pUJIACh U 3aBelia HapacneB: — B craponas-
HHE BpeMeHa, Korja MUup ObUT MOJIOKE, B HEKOTOPOM I1apCTBE, B HEKOTOPOM rOCY/IapCTBE JKHJIa-Oblia
Aesula SlpuHa. .. 3a ee IUIeYOM TYT K€ 3aCYEeTUIICSA, TOATIPHITMBasi CJIOBHO Ha IIPYKUHAX, TOBOPALIAN
YepHBIN KOT ¢ IpaHbM yXoM: — A 1ipo MeHsi? [1po kora Batona pacckaxu! S Tam toxe Obi1! Mesxy
NPOYMM, TIOYTH TJIaBHBINA repoii | babymika He MOBepHYa rOJIOBHL, JHIIb YCMEXHYJIACh KPACIIKOM
ry6: — Bcemy cBoii uepen. Criepsa mpo Hee, a yK MOTOM U PO TBOW MOJBUTH. .. [IeHHO U HOIITHO
SpuHa Masiace OT CKyKH, J]a HH 32 Kakylo padoTy Oparbcs He kenana. PoguTensckas moOoBb 1 upes-
MepHas 3200Ta Oeperiu ee Bce BOCEMHA/ILATh JIET, OTTOrO U BBIPOC/IA OHa CBOEHPABHOM, YIIPSAMOW U
Kanpu3Ho#. He Oblia OHa HU 37101, HU TOOPOWA, HU MIUCAHOM KPACABUILIEH, HYU Iy PHYIITKON — OObIYHASI
JIeBKa, KaKMX HeMaJlo. A Ha camoii rpanuiie SIBu 1 HaBu 1oxkuBana cBoi BeK JaJIbHSSA POICTBEHHUIIA
cembu. Crapas BelyHbs JaBHO MCKaJla, KOMY IIEpeiaTh KOJIOBCKOE PEMECIIO, 1a TOJIbKO HUKTO U3
POIHM HE corlalajcs OTAaTh JeTell Ha ciyxeHue B M30ylKy Ha KypbUX HOXKKax, 4TOObl KOPOTATh
BEK Ha MepemnyThe U MPOBOXKATh OECIUIOTHBIE TEH! B IAPCTBO MepTBbIX. EyiBa fpuHe MuHys0 BoceM-
Ha/J1aTh, IIyX0W O€3/IyHHOI HOYbIO Ha OTYMI JOM HajeTesa cTasl YepHbIX BOPOHOB. Betep 3aBbu1 B
TpyOe, COTHYJI BEKOBbIe Oepe3bl MO OKHAMU, 3a0MJICS TIOl PE3HYIO CTPEXy U 3aKOJIOTHJI CTABHSAMH.
TsKeNblil ITyM COTEH KPbUIbEB U 3/I0BEIIee KapKaHbe 3arTyLIIN Bce BOKPYT. SlpuHa 10 onypu 605-
JIaCh HEUMCTH U BCSIKOTO NOTYCTOPOHHETO II0poxa. OHEMEB OT yKaca, OHa BXKajach B YIOJl TOPHULIbI,
CyAOpPOXHO 00XBaTuB ceds pykamu. K Hell ucnyraHHO nprikajics MyIaaimid Opatel, psioM 3amepa
OneHast MaTh, a OTEll CKUMaJ B KyJlake JIEpPeBSHHOTO YypKa-oOeper, Iernya 3aluTHYI0 MOJIUTBY.
[Truiel BUXpeM BOpBAIHCh B N30y Uepe3 pacrnaxHyTylo TpyOy ¥ BOJIOKOBOE OKOHIIE. 3aKpyKUJIN O
TIOTOJIKOM, B30MBast BO3yX M OCHIIas MOJI CMOJISTHBIMU TiepbsiMU. CaMblii KPYITHBI BOPOH CITUKHPO-
BaJl Ha CTOJI, C ITyXMM CTYKOM YPOHHMB CBUTOK TEMHOW O€pecTbl, EepeBsA3aHHbIN YTOJIbHO-YEpHOM
HUTBIO. SIpuHa noxonozena. [1o JaBHUM pacckaszaM CTapIIMX OHA 3Hajla: 3TO BECTHUKU 0AOKU, KOTO-
pyio Bee 3B froid. M B cBUTKe Kpblach ee HellpekJIoHHas Bodis. [Ituia TpedoBatebHO U XPUILIO
KapKHyJIa, COpBajach ¢ MECTa U BbUIETENIa BO ThbMY, YBJIEeKas 3a cOOOH OCTaslbHYIO cTalo. B ropHuie
NOBUCJIa 3BeHsALIas TUIMHA. Ha croste, psioM ¢ 6epecToid, Jexa Tyroi K’yOOK YepHBIX HIEPCTSIHbIX
HUTOK. SIprHa Ha HErHYIIMXCS HOrax MoJoIlIa K CTOJTy, COpBaJia IyThl U pa3BepHya CBUTOK. Pyku
ee 3apoXkaiy, a JAbIXaHue MepexBaTuiIo: crapas flra pemmTensHO 3aBemmana e M30ymky. .. oo
BeJiesla OPOCUTBCS B BOJIHBI MOPCKHE. Takoro CTparrHoro ycaoBHsl BeyHbs IIPEeke HUIKOMY He CTa-
BUJIa. BUIHO, BKOHELl OTyasiach HAUTH PEeeMHUITy. YIYIIIMBBIA CTpax CIaBUJI TOpIo, CepLe 3aK0-
JIOTUIIOCH B BUCKaX. IIpoBoskaTh MepTBELIOB Kax/1yl0 HOUb Ha Kpaio HaBu Ka3anoch BepHO rMOebo.
— S mponam M30y1iKy 1 BepHych, — BblJaBuIa SIpuHa, B3IVIAHYB Ha ponuteneil. — Wnu Haiiny B
Jecax Opyrylo 1ypy Ha 310 Mecto. OTell ¢ MaTepblo NEPENISHY/IMCH C TSKEJION TPEBOIOM, HO yAEp-
KMBaTh HE TIOCMENIN — C MPOKJIATHEM fAru He myTaT. SpuHa, mpsya COOCTBEHHBIE CIE3bl, OBICTPO
coOpaJia B IOpOry XOJIIOBBIN Y3€JIOK: JIOMOTb XJIe0a, TpaBbl-00epert 1 3JI0BEIi OepecTsIHOM HaKas3.
Oma Kpenko, Ho ObICTPO OOHsIIa poauTesel, 6osich JaTh cabuHy. — Bo3bMu MeHs ¢ codoi! — BapyT
NIMCKHY.T OpaTHILKa, Jepras ee 3a paclIuThIi pyKaB. — $1 Toxe Xxouy Ha xkuBylo M30y1IKy norsaeTs!
SlpuHa onycTuiack nepe HUIM Ha KOPTOUKHU U 3arjIsiHyJIa B KpyIUible chsiolue ra3eHku: — Henb3s,
r1yneHbKui. Bot BepHych — Bce-Bee TeOe paccKaky. Xouelllb, TOCTUHEL prHecy ? MasbuuIika Ha
MUT HACYNWICS, @ IOTOM pacIuibuics B yibiOke: — [IpuHecu To, He 3Hato uTo! SIprHa nMpoTUB BOJIM
npbicHy/Ia co cMexy. ClleJoM TUXOHBKO, C pOOKMM OOJIErYeHUEM YIIBIOHYIMCh M POAUTEIH, CIIOBHO
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JIMITKUY CTpax Ha MTHOBEHUE OTCTYNWI OT U30bl. — OHO WM 1Ba? — MoAMUTHYyJaa oHa. — JIBa! —
BBINIAJIMJI Opartell, CHsisi OT COOCTBEHHOW XUTPOCTU. — JloroBopuimck, — SIprHa XJI0mHyna mo ero
MaJICHBKOH JIJIOIIKE, BHIITPSIMUJIACH U IIarHysa 3a nopor. OmycTuB YepHbIid KIIyOOK Ha TpaBy, OHA
rIyXxo npukasaia: — Benu k M30ymike. KiryOok ok, JepHYIICsS ¥ TUIABHO MOKATHIICS BIiepen, pas-
MaTbIBasICh MO Jopore. SIprHa NomnpaBuia JsSMKY y3eJKa U TOIIa CIeIoM, He OIJIsIbIBasiCh Ha3al.
Ecnu noBepHeT rosioBy, To yke He CMOXET cliesiaTh HU mary. * * * [TyremectBue Bckope npeBpaTH-
JIOCh B CYIIYIO MYKY. SIprHa Bce OTYeT/IMBee MOHMMAaJa, YTo KJIyOOK HApO4YHO BeleT ee Kpyramu. OH
CJIOBHO BBIMCKMBAJI CamMble THOJIBIE TPOIIBI, 3aBOIMII TO B BA3KYIO TOIb, TO HA OCKJIM3JIble KAMEHHUCThIE
KpY4YH, TO B YaIlly, I7ie B TpaBe AypPHO XKyKKajla 1 HOPOBHJIA BIIUTHCSA B KOKY OOJIOTHast Morkapa. Ha
TOMNKUX TaTsIX U Kpyvax KJIyOOK MprOaBIIsLI X0y,  HA CyXHX MOJSTHKAX JICGHWBO 3aMHUpaJt, OyATo apas-
Hsich. Korjia mepcTsiHoi MpOBOJHUK B OUEPEIHON pa3 3aMaHMI €€ M0 KOJIEHO B YaBKAIOIIYIO JKHIKY,
SlpuHa He BblIepkasia: — A Hy CTOM, KOMOK Iiepctu! Benyn HOpMasibHOM JOpOroi, KoMy roBopio!
Ona cepauTo yTepia B3MOKIIHIA JIOO pykaBoM. [IpHriackl U3 y3enka KOHUMIIKCH ellle Ha TPETUl 1eHb,
OT roJIofia KPYKUJIO TOJIOBY, a HOTH TY/IENIU TaK, OyITO HAIMIMCh cBUHIIOM. KityOok ke Ben ceds Tak,
OyITO BCe IUIO IO TUIaHY. YCIBIIIAB OKPUK, MEPCTSHON MyTEeBOAUTENh PE3BO NIEpEMaxHYJT Ha CyXOu
KOUKOBaTHIi Oeper 1 I0pKHYJI B TEPHOBBIH KYCT. SIprHa OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH Jaxke poT oTKpbuIa. Koe-
KaK BBIIPAB CAIlory U3 jKaJHOM OOJOTHOW TUHBI, OHA BHIOpasIach HA CyXOIOJ U MOJOIIA K KOTIOUNM
BeTKaM. Harnysace, 3arisiipiBasi B moiyMpak Mexay Kopasmu. KiryOok oTKaTuiicsi K caMoMy CTBOITY
TaK, 4TOOBI He JIOCTaTh pyKoil. — JlagHo, Oyner TebOe, — Tskeso B3/IoXHY/a SIpuHa, cTapasch roBoO-
puth msirde. — Ho Tb1 Beib cam BuHOBat! Kpyskuiib 6e3 TONKy, CJIOBHO TOPOTH HE 3HAEIIb. . . MBICIb
000XIJIa ee BHE3alHOW Joraakou. [1o 3Toii MUHYTHI €l ¥ B TOJIOBY HE TIPUXOIUIIO, YTO KOJIJIOBCTBO
MOJET IMOWTHU HamepeKocsik. — U dero 6adycs He mociaia 3a MHOH ryceii-iebeieli? — mpoBopyaia
oHa cebe nop Hoc. — C HUMHM XOTh He MPUIIIOCHh ObI MECHUTH 3Ty Ipsidb. BeTku apornymu. Kirybok
OOMKEHHO JepHYJICs U 3a0Wiics B camylo Tymry Komouek. — Hy u xapakTep! — npotsHyina Apuna,
©e3yCIIeIHO IMBITAsICh JAOTSHYThCS IO HEr0 KOHUMKAMU NaiblieB. — Bblie3ail gaBaii, HaMm UITH HAJIO.
VY MeHsI B KUBOTE yXe ypuuT. YepHas mepcTh OCTanach HemoABMKHOW. [10HSB, UTO MyTeBOAUTEND
KJET YUCTOCEPIEYHOTO TMOKasHUS, SIprHa CIokuiIa pyKH Ha IPYI U BbIABUJIA C BUHOBATHIM B3/10-
xoM: — [Ipoctu Mens1, oxkanyiicra. $1 Oputa He nipaBa. Thl OTJIMYHBIA KITyOOK, a 51 MOTOPSYHIIACh.
UYepHast HUTKA JPOTHYJA, U KJIyOOK He Criella BHIKATHIICS U3 YKPbITUs. HeTeprienmBo moanpeirusas,
OH B30€XaJl Ha BEPIIMHY XOJIMa 1 3aMep, A0KUAASICh, TOKA CIYTHUIIA HA HETHYIIIUXCS] HOTax JOKO-
BBUISIET CIeJIOM. «SIruH mojapodek, — ¢ A0cagou nogaymana SpuHa, otupas Mot co jd6a. — Bes B
XO35IHKY, Ta elie BpeanHa». OHU CHOBA MET/ISUIN 10 OBparam U nepeseckam. Bripouem, myteBoguTeb
CMEHMJI THEB Ha MIJIOCTh U K BEUYEpy OH IMpPHBEJ €€ K 3apOCisiM, YCHIITAHHBIM KPYITHBIMHA UCCHHSI-
YepHbIMU SirofiaMH. SlprHa HaOpocuIach Ha HUX C JKaJHOCTBIO TOJIOJAHOTO BOMTYOHKA. — XOThb ObI
XBOCT HE BBIPOC, — YCMEXHYJIaCh OHa, Pa3IJIsAbIBasI MepernavykaHHble TEMHBIM COKOM MaJbIIbl M HaJle-
sICh, UTO ATOABI He s1oBUTHIe. OJJHAKO K TPy TpoIla BOBCE PacTBOPHIIACH B Oypesiome. 3anofo3puB,
YTO MPOBOJIHUK OMSATH KPY)KUT Ha OJHOM MecTe, SpuHa 3apaiia rojioBy ¥ OKJIMKHYJIA CTal0 YEPHBIX
NTUL, IPEMABIINX Ha BETBAX craporo ayda: — Jii, Boponbe! [oackakure, Kyga uatu Kk M30ymike
Ha Kypbux HOXKax? CHU3Y pazpmajcs cyxoi mopox. KiyOok BO3MyIIeHHO TIOATIPHITHY/I, CBEPHY/I B
TYCTYIO TpaBy U 3aMep HaMepTBO. SIprHe Ha MUT J1a)ke MOMEPEIIIOCh, OYATO U3 CIyTAaHHBIX HUTEH
Ha Hee C TOPbKUM YIPEKOM INISAAT HeBUAUMBIE YyepHble T1a3a. OHa U3 BOPOH, paCKaTHCTO IPAcCH-
pys, OTBeTHIA C BeTKH: — Kap-p, Aepku BIpaBo, NOTOM Yepe3 OBpakeK BBIEIIb Ha oroct. Yepes
Hero ¥ crynail. — Ha noroct? — nepecnipocuna SpuHa, 4yBCTBYsI, KaK Ha 3aThUIKE 3allIeBETHIIHICH
BOJIOCHL. [ITHIIa CKJIOHMIIA TOIOBY HAOOK, YCTABMBIIMCH Ha HEe KPYIJIBIM OJiecTSIIUM ri1a3om: — Ha
TMIOTOCT, eBUIIa. A Kak nHaue-1o? Viau MupHO, 1a cMUPHO. — MepTBelibl HhIHUE HECTIOKOMHBIE, Oyii-
Hble, — KapKHYJIa BTOpasi BOPOHA, YMCTS KJIIOB 0 Kopy. — W KiryOOK CBO# Kperye IepXku, U3 PyK He
BBIIYCKaH, a TO yTsAHET... Y SIpuHb 000pBasioch cepiie, KOJIEHH MpeAaTeIbCcKu 0cIadiy, a 1o CrvHe
MPOKATHJICH JieAsTHOM 03H00. OHa 10 ApOoskH OOsUIACh KJIAJIOHII, OOSIIACh MEPTBBIX U BCAKON HEUKCTH.
— A apyroi joporu HeT? — roJyioc ee coppavicsi Ha menoT. — Kap-p! Ectb 1 ipyrasi, 1a He npo TBoIo
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yecTb. Yepe3 moroct NpsiMMKOM BbIfzienb. A B 00X0[ 1 10 3uMbl He godeperbcs. Ha moncrynax
K MOrOCTy Tpora o0opBajach. Briepean HEmporisiiHON CTeHOH cTosiia chipast ThMa. SIprHa oOenmu
PyKaMmu Mprkasa MIepCTsIHOM KOMOK K Ipyad, YTOOBI TOT CHOBA He 3aynpsiMuics. Bo pry nepecoxiio,
cepIue IyJIKO KOJIOTUJIOCh y CaMOro ropia, a JpIXxaHue NepexBaThiBaso OT yxkaca. Hukorna B Ku3HU
el He MPUXOAMUIIOCh B OIMHOYKY, TITyXOH O€37yHHOI HOUBIO, CTYIIaTh Ha 3eMJTI0 MepTBBIX. — Her, —
MpollenTasa oHa, nATsach Ha3ag. — He noiigy. Jlomoii BepHych! HUKTO He 3aCTaBUT MEHs NpbIraTh
co ckaiel. [TycTh 9Ta Gabka cama co cBOMMH KOcTsiMU pa3zOupaercsi! CIIOBHO yIOBUB MaJIOLyIIIHe,
KJIYOOK CEpIMTO BBICKOJIB3HY/I U3 OfIEPEBEHEBINNX MAJBIIEB 1 IOPKHYJI BO TbMY, IMPSIMO MEX MOTHIIb-
HbIX X01IMOB. — Hy u karuce! A s ocranych! — npouenuia SlpuHa CKBO3b CTUCHYTBIE OT JIPOXKU
3yObl. OHa pe3Ko pasBepHysach U Opocuiachk npoub. COexasna Ha THO OBpara, MpoHecIach MUMO
TPeX BEKOBBIX COCEH U BJIOMUJIACH B Yallly, IJIe Ha CyXUX CYUbsSIX YEPHENU CUIY3Thl NTULl. BHe3anmHo
13 JIECHOH ITTyXOMaHH, MPsAMO U3 TyMaHa MKy CTBOJIaMH, 3a3BEHENM TYCIIU U CYXOH MEPeCcTyK Tpe-
moTok. K HUM npubaBuiicss TOHKMIA JETCKUIA XOXOT. SIpuHa 3a)KMypHiIach, HaJlesiCh U30aBUTHCS OT
Mopoka. CTonso el OTKpbITh IJIa3a, Kak 3eMJIsl [0J, HoraMu MoIuIbula. brieiHble rmomynpo3payHble
TEHU — JIeTU-HABbU B UCTJIEBIIMX py0axax — COMKHY/IM BOKPYT Hee KOJblo. OHM MOHECIUCh 110
Kpyry ¢ 6e3yMHOI ObICTPOTOM, MOAXBaThIBasi SIpuHY B CBOI OerieHsIi isic. BopoHsI ¢ BeTBel copBa-
JIMCh C XPUIUTBIM KapKaHbeM, B30MBasi KPbUIbSIMU MOPO3HBIN BO3ayX. ['yc/u 3BeHenu Bce sipoCcTHee,
TPEIIOTKU CHIMAJIM YaCThIM CyXUM JIPOOHBIM CTYKOM, a JIeASHbIE TO0Ca KOJIOKOJIAMU OTIABAJIHCh
B ee BHcKax: — OX, He CKpBIThbCs, He yiuTH, Ary Tebe He oborT. B Mope mpbirsens, ga 6ema —
K neii npuzemns yxe meprea! SIpuHa 10 60nM 3akaina JagoHIMU YU, 32KMYPUIAaCh U CTHCHYJIA
3yObl, KOTOpbIE BCE PABHO BBIOMBAJIM MEJIKYIO CYIOPOXHYIO poOb. HakoHell oHa He Bbliepkaia v B
orvyasHuM 3akpudana: — Xsarut! d moiny! Crneimure? [Noviay pansine! Mopok o6opBajics B TO ke
MTHOBEHHE, CJIOBHO 3aXJIEOHYIICS. 3aMOJIKJIM TYCIIH, pacTasil ISTCKUI X0XOT. JIMIIb BCOJOMEHHbIE
BOPOHBI C IIIyMOM M CyXHM ILIEJIECTOM OITYCTHIIMCh OOPATHO Ha roJible Cyubsi. YTO-TO MSATKO, HO OIIY-
TUMO TKHYJIO SIpMHY B HIMKOJIOTKY. BCKPUKHYB OT HEO)KMAAHHOCTH, OHA TIOJICKOYMJIA HA OJJHOI HOT'e
Y KPYTO pa3BepHyJach. B TpaBe HEBUHHO Jiexkasl YepHbIi KiIyOOK. OIapuB MTHUI] CEPAUTHIM B3IJISAOM,
Spuna nogo6pana Geriena ¥ TOPOIUTHBO IMOIIA Ha3ad — MUMO TPeX COCeH, Yepes3 THO OBpara, mpsi-
MHUKOM K TeMHO# rpanuiie norocta. Cepjtie Bce ele KOIOTUIIOCh 0 pedpa, HO TOCe TUISICKA HaBbeB
CTBUIBII CTPaX CMEHMJICS YTPIOMOM IMOKOPHOCTBIO: BBIOOpA € IeWCTBUTEILHO HE OCTABHJIM. 3eMJIs
XOJIOJWJIAa CTYITHU Yepe3 TOHKYIO MOJOIIBY 0O0YBH, BOKPYT CTOsUIa HEMPOIJIsigHasl, Bsi3kast TbMa. Heo
0e3 3Be3/1 U JIyHbl HABHCAJIO TSKEJIBIM CaBaHOM, a U3 MOTWJIbHOM TUIIUHBI TSHYJIO CBIPOCTBIO U TJe-
HOM. fIpuHa Tak cxasla KJIyOOK, YTO HOI'TH BIWJIMCH B IepcTh. [I04yBCTBOBAB, KaK IMyTEBOJUTENb
OOMKEHHO 3ajJeprajcs, OHa TOPOIUTMBO TOIIa uia B3AbIONICHHbIE HUTH, YCMUPSis ero HopoB. OHa
clieJiaia elie HeCKOJIbKO 11aroB, CIIOTKHYJIACh O KOUKY U nosierena Brepe]. CyaopoiKHO MpHUKaB KITy-
OOK K XMBOTY, SprHa pyxHyJa Ha KOJIeHH, 000/IpaB JIAJIOHU O TBepaylo 3emuio. Pacnaxnys riasa,
OHa YBHUJIEJa MPSIMO Nepei CBOUM HOCOM 3aMILEJIbIi CKOJI MOTHIIBHOTO KaMHsl. [logaBuB pByImiics
HapyKy KpUK, JeBYIIKa OTIPsIHY/a U OPOCHUIIach BIiepell, BHICTABUB Tiepe]] cOO0M CBOOOIHYIO PYKY.
OnHako MOroCT CIOBHO HE MMeN Kpasi. MOTHIbHBIE XOJIMBI TSHYJIUCh OECKOHEUHON Yepeion, CMbI-
KasCh 3a CIMHOM U nyTas ciaepl. U Tyt fipuHa BcnoMHMIa Haka3 1epeBEHCKOM 3HaXapKu — Maryll-
K1HOM Matepu: «Konu 3akpy:xut TeOs JIelaKk Ui MOPOK TIOTOCTHBIH IOPOTy OTBEJ — ChIMU TUIAThe,
BBIBEPHM HAW3HAHKY M HAaJIeHb 33]J0M Hariepe». OHa TOpOIUIMBO OMyCTH/Ia KJIyOOK Ha 3eMJIIo, Caep-
HyJIa Yepe3 roJIoBy IUIaThe, BRIBEPHYJIA TPyObIMU IIBAMM HapyXy M HaTsHysa oopatHo. He ycnena
OHA MepeBs3aTh MOsIC, KaK IIYCTPhIN MIEPCTSIHON KOMOK yiKe IOpPKHYJI Briepe]l Mo YepHO TpaBe. —
Croii, komy ToBopio! — 3armmrena SIpunHa, Opocasich BIOroHKy. KiryOok KaTuics Criopo, pa3Marthi-
Basl HUTh, a SIpuHa eaBa mocreBasga 32 HUIM B TEMHOTe, 00sICh TIOTEPATh U3 BUY YEPHYIO MOJIOCKY
cnena. BHezanmHo KIIyOOK 3aCThUI, TKHYBIIMCh BO YTO-TO TEMHOE M HEMOABWXHOE. SIprHa ocTaHo-
BWJIACh W 3aMepJia, onesieHeB u3HyTpH. [lepen Heil Bricuiicst MepTBell. PyOulnie Ha HeM BUCENO KJIO-
YbSIMU, CBAJISIBIIMECS CEJIble KOCMBI 3aKPBIBAJIU JIMLIO, & U3-T10J] HUX [JISIeJIU MYTHbIE, OCTEKJICHEB-
IIve r1a3a. 3eMircTas Koxka Oblia MCTIeNpeHa sI3BaMu ¥ ppITBUHaMU. [TOKOWHUK CTOSITT HEMOBUKHO,
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CJIETIO TIOBOAS TOJIOBOM U MBITASICh MOHSATD, YTO 33/1€J10 €0 HOrM. SIprHa criesana OCTOPOXKHBIN I1ar
Hasaj, U ee CIIMHA yIep/Iach BO YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE U nojatsoe. [1o mmee Ma3HyJI0 TSKebIM TPYITHBIM
cMpazioM. MezisieHHO 0OepHYBILKCh, OHAa YBHJEIA ITPAMO HaJl coO0i BTOPYIO TeHb. HepBbl He BbIEp-
Kanu. SlpuHa MPOH3UTENBHO BCKPUKHYJA. 3alllUTHBIA MOPOK ILJIaThsl OOJbINE HE cracall, U KPUK
BBIJIAJT JKMBYIO AyIIy ¢ rojoBoi. O0a MepTBelia pa3oM IeBeIbHYINCh U TIOTSHYIUCh K Hell. SpuHa
IIPUTHYJIACH, TPOCKOJIb3HYJ/Ia MEK/y MX HETHYIIMMHUCSA TEJIaMH U €JBa HE CBAIWIIACH B CBEKYIO AMY.
Ho Bokpyr yxe mpoOykgajics Bech OrocT. 3eMyIs IIyX0 CTOHaJIA, U3 3a0POIIEHHBIX MO, U3-MOJ
KPUBBIX KPECTOB U MPOBAJIOB C XPUIIOM U YTPOOHBIM phlYaHHEM MOAHUMAIIHCH JeCATKU TeHel. OHM
CMBIKaJIM KOJIBLIO, CJIETIO BHITATMBAS BIIEPE], CKPIOUEHHbIE CUHIOIIHBIE TTAJIbLIBI C [TOYEPHEBIIMMH HOT-
TAMH. «TOJIBKO BBIOEPYCh, — B SIPOCTHOM OTUasTHUM NogyMasia SIpuHa, mATsACh, — CBOUMH PyKaMH
6a0Ky co ckauisl criuxHy !» Hexuts HacTynana rnotHoi creHoil. ITozaau yxe BbIpocia skuBast U3ro-
POZib U3 UCTJIEBLIMX TeJI; CIIEPEaN, NIEPEKPhIBasi MOCAEHUN MTPOCBET, HIAPKAIN JBOE POCIbIX MEpT-
BEIIOB, HAKJIOHSISI TOJOBHI 17151 OpocKa. YbK-TO Jie/siHbIE MabIbl yke KOCHY/IUCH ee mieda. U B 3ToT
MUT HaJl MOTWJIAMH TIOTUTBUI TYCTOM, OapXxaTHbIN HareB. OH 3By4Yall TATYYe U IJIaBHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO
JIEHVBO MY PJIBIKAJI B CAMOM I'yIlle Mpaka, pacTsruBasi Kaxa0e CIoBO 3aKIsATus: — bato-0ai, 6ato-06aii,
He:xuTtb, oun 3akpbiBaii, B 3emimio uepHyio crynai, /o paccBera He BCTaBail... 3ByK CTEJIMJICS Hall
Mep3JI0i TPaBOM MOJOOHO YCHITUISIONIEMY TyMaHy. MepTBelibl 3aCThUIM Ha rosymiare. VX BBITSHYThIE
PyKH OEcCUIIBHO TIOBUCIH BJIOJIb TeJI, TOJIOBBI O€3BOJIBHO CKJIOHUJIACH HAOOK, & KOJIEHU MOJIOTHYJIUC.
OpnyH 32 IpyruM OHU HaYaJIu TSKEJIO OCEeaTh B TPABY, CIIOBHO U3 HUX Pa30M BbIHYJIM HEKUBYIO CUITY.
SlpuHa, oceB Ha KOJIEHU Mek/1y XOJIMaMHU, YCIIbIIIala COBCEM PAJOM ChITOE, HU3KOE ypuaHue: — Mp-
p-p-.- Mp-p-p... I3 TeMHOTBHI, cTymas Ha ABYX 3aJHUX Jlallax, Ba)KHO BBIILIEJ OTPOMHBII YEPHBIN KOT.
Ero kpyrible r1a3a B HOyMpake MOJIbIXaIH pacKaJIeHHBIMH YIIIsIMU. — Bato-0ail. .. — jiones oH yxe
TUXHM, YCBIILIAIOMIMM LIENOTOM, U MOCJIEAHUI MOKOMHUK C TIIYXUM CTYKOM HNOBAJIWIICS Ha 3€MIIIO.
Kot BCTpsixHYs1 00JI€3/IBIM YXOM, OIyCTHJICSI Ha YeThIpE JIallbl U CaMOIOBOJIbHO MOTsAHYJMCA: — Hy
BOT U MOPAJOK. A Thl KpAYaIa.
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I'maBa 2

Kot nopomien 6nvxke, MArko crymnas TsokeabiMu Janamu. [lpurisaaesmucs, SIpuHa 3amertuna,

YTO IIEPCTh HA ero OOKax MecTaMM BbIIpaHa KJIOYbSMHU, a JIEBOE YXO TOPUUT PBAHBIM OOJIE3/IbIM
TpeyrojpHIKoM. — Yero paccenach? — OypKHYJ OH. Bblioe He3aBUTHOE TOJIOKEHUE TTPU CYPOBOM
SIre Hay4usI0 ero cpasy CTaBUTh ceOs1 Ha 0cOOMILy Tiepell HOBBIMU 3HaKoMIamu. — I — kot BatoH.
Tpucra eT TBoeii OaOKe CITyXWI, HEXUTh Oatokal. Tenepb BOT TeOe B HAC/IENCTBO JOCTaCs. baoH
IIMPOKO 3€BHYJI, CBEPKHYB JJMHHBIMU KEJITOBATHIMU KJIBIKAMU. SIpvHA JIMII MOJTYA XJIONAja riia-
3aMu, He Haxofs cnoB. — Tonbko 3apyou cede Ha HOCY, — MPOAOJIKUI KOT, IPUHSIBILIMCH BbLTU3bI-
BaTh IMMPOKYIO, PA3MEPOM C PBICHIO, Jaly, — s TeOe He 3a0aBa. MeHst KOPMUTb TTOJIOKEHO BOBPEMSI.
Uyxatb 32 yXxOM He TpeOylo, HO 1 3a XBOCT Jieprath He cMeil. M camoe ri1aBHOe: Ha 30pbKe Thl OyIHUIIIb
HEXUTb, KOTOPYIO S 32 HOUb YCHIMUJ. A TO caMH BOBEK He MOJAHUMYTCS, U JIONOYHUK YIUIbIBET 0e3
Hux. — Kaxko#i emne onouHuK ? — HakoHell BbiiaBuia SlpuHa, ooperas ronoc. — OObBIKHOBEHHBIH,
— ¢bipkHy BaioH, He OTpbIBasCh OT YMBIBaHUS, U B €r0 XPUIIOTIIE BHOBb 3aypyaliil TSATy4Ue COH-
Hble HOTKU. — Tot, uTo uepe3 peky Cmopoauny B HaBb aymm nepenpanisier. JlagHo, BBeny Te0s
B Kypc Jena. Pemeciio He NbUTbHOE, XOTsI HEPBBI MoMoTaeT. KOT mpoTsKHO B3JOXHYJI, OYATO CTaphIii
BOSIKA, TIOBUJIABIIMI Ha CBOEM BEKY CIIMIIIKOM MHOro Oef. SIpyMHa MOAHsIach C MEp3/Ion 3eMJIH U
TOPOIUIMBO OTPsIXHYJIA MON0J. B rpynu Bce ele TskKeao U TylIKo KOJOTWIoCh cepate. OT nosisie-
HUSI KOTa MOPOK OTCTYITIJI, HO €r0 PeYr COBCEM €l He HPaBWJIMCh: BHIXOIWIIO TaK, OYATO ee CyabpOa
y’ke HaMepTBO pellieHa 3a Hee. — HecnokoiiHble HhIHUe MOKOMHUYKU, X0351Ka, — 3aMeTiil baioH,
JIEHWBO JIABUPYsI MEK/y CBEXKUMH HachIsAMU. KiyOoK, OUHYBIIMCH, CHOBA 3aCKOJIB3WII IO TPaBe. —
He nozocrieit s1 BoBpems, U pactaiuig Obl 10 KOcTouKaM. M Tak Kax[ayio HOYb OyIeT, MPUBbIKA.
— $1 He coOmMpalCch OCTaBaThCS 37€Ch U CTAHOBUTHCS XO3AUKOM, — OTpe3asia SIpuHa, criemna 3a ero
YEepHBIM XBOCTOM U CTapasich He MOTEPATh CIYTHUKOB BO ThMe. — Mp-p-p? — KOT 3aMeAuiIcs U
HEJIOBEPUMBO OIISIHYJICS Yepe3 Iuiedo. — A 3auem npuTanmiack torna? — Iponam u3dy. Hy wium
Haiily B OKpyre Kakyo-HUOYIb TypOUYKYy Ha CBOE MECTO, — C BhI30BOM Opocuiia fpuna. — pyryio
X035HKy ?.. — BatoH cyxo ycMexHysics B ycbl. — Uimb yero Begymana. 3a0biia 6a0kuH Hakas? M36a
WM BOJIHBI MOpcKue. EnBa 3a rpanuiny pyoexka HOC BHICYHEIbh C 0TKa30M, 0a0yCHUHBI Yapbl TeOsI camu
C KpyuH B MOpe HIBBIPHYT. KOT JIyKaBO MPUIILYpUT KEITHIN I71a3 UM B MOTyMpaKe 3TO MPOCTO MOKa-
3aj10ch SpuHe. — Bripouem, — CHUCXOIMTENBHO MPOTSHYI OH, — 51 ¥ Oe3 SIru cripaBisiics, Koraa
OHa K cecTpam Ha mradarr ynerana. [Tocmyxu ¢ Moe — 1 He Takoe cymeelb. «Hy u Tperuio», —
MBICJIEHHO (bBIpKHYJIa SIprHa, CMEepUB B3IJISIOM €ro Jpanbie 00ka. — JIo paccBera JONTH HAl0, —
notoporwi baioH. — Y MeHsl pacniopsiZIoK CTPOTHiA: HOUbIO OAI0KATh, TIOYTPY OYAUTH, JTHEM Ha TICUH
60ka rpetb. 1 4ToObI 6€3 BCIKMX TaM HOBIIECTB! DTHM HaKa30M KOT SIBHO JIaBaJI TOHSATH: BElIaTh Ha
HETO JIMIITHIO padoTy He HyKHO. UepHbIi KITyOOK YBEPEHHO BeJI MX BIIepe[l, OCTABJISISI TOHKYIO HUTh
Ha Mep3oi TpaBe. Kot MepHo 111e1 ciieiom, a SlprHa, B3IOXHYB U 3allaxHYB BHIBEPHYTOE HAU3HAHKY
iaThe, 3amaraia cieqoM. He6o Ha BOCTOKe MOAEPHYIOCh CU3bIM XOJOIOM, KOT/Ia BIEpeay IMOKa-
3aJ1ach JiecHas orymika. [IpsMo y BEKOBBIX COCEH CTOSUT BETXWIA CPyO: 3aMIIeIblid, IIPHU3EMUCTHIM,
nokocusIMiicsa HaOoK. CTpexa HaBHcala Tak HU3KO, YTO 0 Kpas MOXHO ObUIO JIOCTaTh PyKOW. —
Hy, noBeneaii, xo3siika, — Opocuit KoT. — M30y11Ka, MoBepHUCH K JIecy 3aJ10M, KO MHe repeaom!
— rpoMko norpedoBaia fpuHa. bpeBHa riyxo CKpUMHY/M, U30a 4yTh KauHYJIach, HO C MECTa He
cneuHynack. — He Tak, — paszapaxeHHo ¢bipkHYT batoH. — XBocT 3a0bu1a: «MHe B TeOs JIe3Th
— xJieba ectb». — M30ymika, — noBTopwiia SIpuHa yxe ¢ HaKMMOM, — TIOBEPHHUCH K JIECY 3a]10M,
KO MHe TiepesioM, MHe B TeOsl J1e3Th — XJie0a ecth! CHOBa CyXOH TpecK, HEJIOBKOE TIOKAuMBaHUE,
1 TiimHa. — OMNATh KPUBO, — KOT MOKOCHJICSI HA Hee ¢ HECKPhIBaeMbIM YKOpoM. — babycs Teds
BOOOIIe HUUeMy He yurina? — OTKyJa MHe 3HaTh! — BCIIbIXHYJIA SIpyHA, Mpsya 3a pa3apakeHueM
pacTepsiHHOCTb. — XBAaTUT YMHUYATh, TOBOPH MPSAMO, Kak Ha10. — [ToHBIM CJIOBOM 3BaTh HAJ0, —
HACTaBUTEJIbHO NMpPOTsAHY batoH. — Ciymail u noropsii: «CTaHb MO-CTapoMy, MO-TIPEKHEMY, KaK
9
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MaTh IOCTaBUJIA: K JIECY 3aJI0M, KO MHe TiepeioM. MHe B Tebst Jie3Tb — xJieba ecTb». SipuHa nepesena
AyX ¥ TOCITYITHO TIPOU3HECTIa 3aroBOp CJIOBO B CJIOBO. V30a JUIIb CKPHITHYJIA 3aMINENION CTPEXOit
1 3amepria HamepTBo. — Jla uto 6 TeOs... — Havyas ObUIO KOT, HO BIAPYT 3aMOJIK, MPUHIOXAJICS U
niojonen BIIoTHYI0. IllepcTh Ha ero 3arpuBke BCTasa IsI00M, CIIMHA W30THYJIACh Ayroi. — IlocToii-
Ka... [la Ha TeOe MmaThe HaU3HAHKY! — TO oOeper OT HeUnCTH, — HaxmMypuiachk Slpuna. — 30y 3a
Aypy IepKuilb? — rpoBopuast baioH, HepBHO aepras 00e3mbiM yxoM. — OHa iymaeT, MOPOK pH-
11es, a He Xo3stiiKa. YToObl mepecTynuTh Opor, BRIBOPAUYMBAK ONIEKay 0OpaTHO U OTKPBIBAN JIMIIO
MUPY MEpTBBIX. SIpuHA C 10CaI0W BBIIOXHYJA, YYBCTBYS, KaK XOJOIHBIN MPEIPACCBETHBIN BO3IYX
npoOupaetcs noj Tkanb. OIsIEBIINCH IO CTOPOHAM, CIIOBHO KTO-TO MOT MOAJISIABIBATH, OHA OBICTPO
pacrycTuia mnosic, ciepHyJia Yepe3 rojioBy TsDKENIoe IJIaThe W BHIBEPHY/Ia €r0 Ha MPaByI0 CTOPOHY.
B T0 xe MraoBeHre Mopo3Hoe IbixaHnue HaBu KocHyn0Ch ee 0OHaKEHHBIX I1JIeY, a B CIIMHY OTYeT-
JIMBO TMAXHYJIO CBIPOM MOTHJIBHOW 3eMJIel M eIKUM TymMaHoM co CmopoauHbl. SIpuHa pacrnpaBuiia
TOJ1I0J1, IarHYJIa K MIOPOTY | 3arfIsHYyJIa MPsIMO B TEMHOE, MOIC/IENIOBaTOe OKOHIIEe M30b1. — M30y1iKa,
— TOJIOC ee TPO3ByYall TBepke, 0e3 npexHei onacku. — CTaHb MO-CTApOMY, TMO-TIPEKHEMY, KaK
MaTh TIOCTaBUJIA: K JIECY 3a7I0M, KO MHe mepeioM. MHe B TeOst 1e3th — XxJj1eba ectsb! [on mep3ioit
3eMJIeHl IITyX0 3aBOPOYAIIMCH y3JI0BaThie KOpHU. M30a MpOoTsHKHO 3acTOHAIa OpeBeHYATHIMU OOKaMH,
MIPUTIOTHSIACH HA KYPUHBIX JIarax, cOpachiBasi C 3aMIIENION CTPEXU UHEH, U C TSKEIbIM, HEOXOTHBIM
CKPUIIOM HavaJla pa3BOPaYMBaThCS, pacriaxuBas ABepb. Pa3BepHyBIIUCH epeioM, n30a Ha MTHOBE-
HHE 3aMeplia Ha JUIMHHBIX KOTTHCTHIX JIanax. 3aTeM C TIIyXUM XPYCTOM COTHYJIA y3JI0BaThle MITUYbH
CYCTaBBI U TSIKEJIO, CJIOBHO HAaCe/IKa Ha THE3/I0, OCesia B TPaBy. 3aMILeIblid IIOPOT OIMYCTHIICS TIOUTH K
caMbIM HOraM SIpuHBI, @ U3 TEMHOT'O JBEPHOTrO TPOEMa MAXHYJIO CYXOH MOJIBIHBIO M OCTHIBILEN EYHON
caxxeil. SipuHa ¢ onmackoy neperartysia BBICOKHM MOpor, ¥ MOJ MOJl €€ HOraMy Pe3K0 KaYHYJICS U yIIell
BBepx. M30a pacnpsimuia KWIMCThIe KYPbH JIallbl, B3[bIMasi CpyO BBICOKO Haj 3€MJIEH, U C IITyXUM
CTYKOM 3aXJIOITHYJIa 32 Hel ABepb. 3a ABEpbI0, BHU3Y, MOCIBIIIATIOCHh BO3MYIIIEHHOE, CKpUITyYee MsIy-
KaHbe. SlpuHa MPUOTKphLIA ABEPD U BHIIJISTHYA HApYKy. B mpespaccBeTHbIX cyMepKax 3eMIIsl Ka3a-
Jlach Myraolie Jajaekoi. B Hu3MHe, 3a YaCTOKOJIOM CyXMX eJiei, KUPHOU CMOJISTHOM JIGHTOW BUJIACH
peka CmoponuHa. Hag ee Geperamul BUCEI TsKENBIN CH3bIA MOPOK, CKPbIBast IaJIbHUM, HABUH Oeper.
[IpsiMo mox KyphUMHU JIaTIaMU, 3aJpaB 00JIe3TyI0 MOPIY U CEPAUTO Jeprast XBoCcToM, cuien baioH. —
it! A MeHs BTSHYTh? — CBAapJiMBO KPUKHYJI KOT, IIEPEMHUHASCH C JIanbl Ha Janmy. — M36a-1o 1ebs
TMOCITYIIIANACh, a PO MeHs 3a0bl1a!l B Mou TpucTa JIeT 51 Ha Takylo BEpXOTypy CKaKaTh He HAHUMAJICS.
— A caMm 3anpbIrHyTh HE MOKeEIIb? — He yepxkasach oT yeMelku Apuna. — Thl ke XBacTascs, 4To
OZIVH TYT BCEM 3aIpaBJisijl. — 3arpbirHyTh? — BaloH 0cKOpOIeHHO (DBIPKHYJI, TOKa3bIBast KIIBIKH. —
S1 BonmmeOHBIN KOT, XpaHuteb HaBu, a He O5oxa ¢ codaubero xBocra! — Jla 3amomuu Thi! — JIoHeC-
JIOCh U3 TEMHOTO yrIi1a. ['ooc mpo3Byyait riyxo ¥ HEBHATHO, OYTO TOBOPUBILINI HAOUJ POT ropsiueit
Kamreil. SpuHa ¥cmyraHHO OTIIATHYJAch. V3 4yepHO# macTu mevu MbIXHYJIO Tapbio, U Ha TOJ TYCTO
TMOChINanack caxa. [ TMHsHbIe OOKa 1Mevur 3aTpsICIvCh, BHYTPU Hee yTPOOHO YXHYJIO, M OHA OTYAsTHHO
3a4Kxa’a, BHIKAILIMBAs HA IPUTIEYEK XJIOMbs YepHOU KOoNoTH. HakoHel Kaiesnb yTHX, CMEHUBIIHCH
TSDKEJIBIM, CUTUIBIM B3/I0XOM. 3aCJIOHKA CO 3BOHOM C/IBUHYJIACH B CTOPOHY, M U3 3aKOIMYEHHOTO Tey-
HOT'O YCThsI BBICYHYJIACh Mapa KPYIJIbIX IJ1a3, OJIECTEBIINX BO ThME, TOUHO JJBa PACKAICHHBIX YTOJIbKA.
— Pagrangenuch HA CBET HU 3apsi, — MPOCKPUIIETIO U3 TIeUH yKe pa30opuuBee, XOTs TOJI0C BCE elle
ObLT XPUTUIBIM OT 3071bl. — OIUH MO OKHAMU OJIaXKUT, CJIOBHO XBOCT IPHIIIEMIUIIU, BTOPasi B IBEPSIX
CKBO3HSIK ImyckaeT! B n30e 1 6e3 Bac MOpo3 coOaumii, OrOHb CO BUEPAIITHETO JIHSI HE pa3Be/eH, a OHU
npenupaiorcs. JpuHa 3amMepra, BKaBIIUCh CIMHOW B MPUTOJNIOKY. M3 meun, OTpsXuBasi ¢ JJIOXMaThIX
TUIEY Cephle XJIOMbs KOTIOTH, HE CIiellla BhIKapaOKascsi HH3KOPOCIIBI CTAPHUYOK pa3MepoM He OOJIbIIe
yxBaTa. bopona ero, JUIMHHAs 1 3aIyTaBIIasCs B MAyTHHE, BOJIOUMIIACH TI0 TOJTY, a Ha HOrax Kpaco-
BAJIMCh KPOIIEYHBIE JIANTH, CIUIETEHHBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, U3 cyxor OepecTbl. — ThI eltie KT0? — BbIIOX-
Hyna SIprHa, CyJOpOXHO CXKMMast B pyKe Kpait rmiaths. CTapuvoK OCTaHOBWIICS, yIiep PYKH B OOKU
U CMepHJI ee HEeIOBOJIBHBIM, KOJIIOYMM B3IVISIIOM C HOT JI0 TOJoBbl. — Krto-KTO! 3aneynuk s, BOT
kTo. [Ipu crapoil xo3siike NOpsAAOK IepxkaJ, a Ipyu HOBOH, 4yl0, BOBCE IO MUPY IoraeM. Thl norsaau
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Ha Hee, baloH! — OH TKHYJI KPUBBIM NaJIblIeM B CTOPOHY Hopora. — CTOUT, Ila3aMu XJIOMaeT, a B
TMIO/INIEYbE MBIIIN XOPOBObI BOASAT, U JIEIIaKM 32 THIHOM Yke Kopy ¢ u30bl ooaupaior! CHu3y, u3-
T0J1 TIOpOTa, TYT ke JOHECJIOCh SI3BUTENIbHOE KOIlllaube BopuaHue: — A 51 roBopuJ, Heymexa! OHa
Ja’Ke 3aroBOP C TPEThEro pasa ejie MPOU3HECa, J1a €lle U IUIaThe IIMBOPOT-HABBIBOPOT HAISIAJIA.
Pyky mue nopaid, roBopio, xo3siika! Vi MHe TyT 10 MOMYyIHS CUAETH, MIOKA Tl CO BCEW HEUUCTHIO
Mepe3HaKOMUIIILCS ? 3aNeYHUK CEPAUTO CIUTIOHYIT MPSMO Ha YKCTHIN MPUTIEUEK U 3bIPKHYI HA IBEPb:
— A TBI, O5IOXacThIi, MoManKuBai. CaM-To XOPOIII, TPUCTA JIET Ha IeYH CMaJjl, a ITUYbI0 HOTY Tiepe-
CKOuuTh He B cuiiax! Jla 3akpoii Tl 1BEpb, JeBKa, Teruio yxonuT! CriepBa ero BIyCTH, IOTOM YK pa3-
oupatbcsi OyaeM, KTO B 3TOM JOMe Terepb 11 BapuTh CTaHeT. SIprHa B3JOXHYJIA, TIeperHyiach yepes
nopor, yxpariia baioHa 3a MIKMPKY ¥, KPSAXTS OT TSKECTH — KOTSIpa BECUJI HE MEHbIIe JOOpPOro
MeIlKa ¢ 3epHOM, — BTala ero B u30y. KOT TyT ke ¢ Ba)KHBIM BHJIOM OTPSIXHYJICS, YMXHYJT Ha
MIEYHOM yTroJT ¥ 3aMpbIrHYIT Ha JIaBKY. YepHBIi MyTeBOAHbIN KJIYOOK, CJIOBHO MOYYSIB POJIHBIE CTEHBI,
CaM 3aCKOYMJT CJIE/IOM M YMHHO YCTPOUJICS HA PE3HOM TOJIKE BO3JIE CYIIEHBIX TpaB. SIprHa ¢ rpoXoToM
3axJIONHYJA TSOKEylo AyOOBYIO IBEph Ha 3aCOB U MPUBAIMIIACH K HEH CITMHOM, MBITASICh NIEPEBECTH
nyx. — Hy a cama 6abycsi-To rae? — crpocuiia OHa, epeBofsl B3JIS] C JIOXMATOro 3arnevyHuKa Ha
BBUIM3BIBAOIIETO OOK baoHa. — B 3arucke TONBKO CTpacT OfHU: WM u30a, WM B Mope. A cama
Kyza nozeBaniack? — Kyna-kyzna, — mpoiiaMkan 3arnevHuk, JocTaBast i3 OOpOIbl €JI0BYIO UTOJKY.
— K cectpam Ha KynpikuHy ropy nogajack, B TpHaEBSTOE HapcTBO Ha nokou. Ckazana: «Tpucra et
AYIIN Yepe3 peKy CIpOBaKMBasa, CIIMHA HE pa3ruOaeTcs, KOCTSHAs HOra HOET K JOK[II0. X0uy Ha
MIeYr y POJHHU JIekKaTh Ja Kucenb MUTh». CoOpaia cTymy ¢ MoMesiom, J1a ¥ IOMHUHaK Kak 3Banu. Ha
TeOs1 Bce XO35UCTBO Opocuiia. — A XO3SICTBO, TIOYMTAM, pa3BaieHo! — noaxsarwi baioH, HaBocCT-
puB JipaHoe yxo0. — [leub co BYepaIHero JHs OCTHIBAET. 3alleYHUK JAPOBA-TO 3aMAIUT, Y HErO OrOHb
MIPUKOPMJIEH, a BOT TECTO CTaBUTH Aa XJieba B MeUb cakaTh — JIEJIO KEHCKoe, X0o3siiickoe. MepTBe-
110B 0e3 xy1e0a-comu BeTpevarh Heroxe, oouaarcsa. — W kucenb, Kuceslb TOMUHATBHBINA He 3a0y/b,
JeBKa! — HACTaBUTEJIbHO MpoIIaMKal 3areyHuK, rpo3st SpuHe YepHbIM OT KOIMOTH MaJIblieM. —
I'ycroit uto6 ObLI, OBCSAHBIN, JIOXKA 4T0O cTosiia! be3 Hero m OJM3KO K MOKOWHWYKAM HE CYHCS.
OHnu Xk, MOKy/a Yyanty JO Karli He BbIJIAKaloT, BCE 3eMHOE TIOMHST. BynyT 1o u30e BbITh, 32 KOCSKU
HETUIATHCSA J1a JIOIOYHUKY Beciia JIOMaTh OT TOCKU! A Kak OBCSHOTO B3Bapa ITIOTHYT, TaK MaMsITh UM
Bpa3 u otimmoer. CMUPHEXOHbKUE CTaHYT, KAK OBEYKH Ha 3aKJIaHWE, U B JIOAKY CAMH IMOIPBITaloT.
— U mornoka Koty HanmTh He 3a0y/Ib, — BCTaBIJI BaloH ¢ cambIM OnarodecTUBbIM BujioM. — JKup-
HOT'0, TTAPHOTO, B ITIMHSIHYIO TUIOMIKY. 32 BEPHYIO CITykO0y. 3aleyHUK sIPOCTHO 3bIPKHYI Ha KOTa U3-
TOJT KYCTHUCTBIX OpOBEli U IIBBIPHYJI B HETO Cyxoi Oepe30Boii 1menkoit: — Uinb, yrpoda HeHachITHAs!
Kakoe Tebe MOJIOKO, KOr[ia KOPOBBI TYT OTPOISCh He BOAWINCH? VI BOH B MOAIION, MBIIIIEH JIOBH,
COBCceM OOJIEHIJICS] Ha Ka3eHHBIX Xapyax! fIpuHa ycrasno norepnia BUCKH, Ciylias X nepedpanky. B
130e MaxJio rapblo, CyXOi MSITON U BEKOBOM IMBLJIBIO, HO XOJIO/ [IOHEMHOT'Y OTCTYTIAN. 3areYHuK, Tpo-
JOJIKast BOpYaTh, yKe CYeTHIICS y TIeYHoro xkepra. [1lenkHyB naabliaMu, OH BHICEK CHHIOIO UCKDY, U B
[IyOHMHE MeYu CyXO 3aTpeniany Oepe30Bble MOJIeHbs, 03apsisi TOPHUILY IUISIIYLM 30JI0THIM CBETOM.
SlpuHa orsaenack 1Mo CTOpoHaM U BAPYT 3amMepria oT u3ymiieHust. CHapyku, Ha onyiike, M30ymka
Ka3aJiach KPOIICYHBIM, B TpU OpeBHA CpyOOM, TTOKOCHBIIMMCS OT cTapoctd. Ho m3HyTpu. .. Huskmii
3aKOIMYEHHBIA TIOTOJIOK MPUXOKEW TOPHUIIBI BHE3AITHO MEPEXOANIT B [UIMHHBIE, YXOASIIUE BO ThMY
niepexonbl. Tspkesbie pyOsieHble CTeHbI U3 BEKOBOTO y0a pa3aaBavch BIIMPb, OTKPbIBAst TPOCTOPHBIE
CEeHH U IIMPOKHUE Talleper CO CKPUITyYMMH TMOJIOBUIIAMU. SIprHa chesnaia HeCKOJIBKO HEeYBEpEHHBIX
I11aroB BIIyOb JoMa. B1osb IMHHOTO KPBITOTO Mepexofa TSHYJIUCh KOCSIKN OeCUMCTIEHHBIX TSKEIbIX
IBepel, OOUTHIX KeJe30M U YKpalleHHbIX OXpaHHbBIMU pe3aMu. OHa OCTOPOXKHO TOJIKHYJIA OAHY U3
CTBOPOK. 3a Hell OTKpbUIaCh MPOCTOPHAsI CBETENIKA: IIMPOKUE TyOOBbIE JIABKH, YCTIAHHBIE CYXUM
Maxy4uM CEHOM M JIOMOTKAaHBIMHU JIEPIOTaMH, JIUTIOBBINA CTOJI Y OKOHIIA, BHIXOASINETO B ITyXOi HaBUiA
TYMaH, U IJIMHSIHBI PYKOMOMHUK B yIUTy. 3a ClIe1yIoILei ABepbIo OKa3alach elle ofHa komHara. OHa
ObLy1a MOOOJIBIIIE, C PE3HBIM MOCTABLIOM JIJISI TOCY/IBI U TIONIATSIME IO caMbIM MatuieM. CreoM 1ia
TPeThbsl, YeTBepTasi... DTO OblIa HE MPOCTO JiecHas! XkuHa. M30ymika Ha KyppUX HOXKaxX BHYTpH
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0OKa3aJ1ach OrpOMHBIM MIOIBOPbEM JIJIs1 BCEX HEMPUKASTHHBIX Y1 M TEMHBIX TOCTEH, UTO KaXIyI0 HOYb
cTeKastuch K OeperaMm CMOpOIMHBI B OKUIAHWU TiepenpaBbl. — Hudero cede «mpomam uzly»... —
MOTPSICEHHO Tporientana Jpuna, risasa Ha O6CKOHEUHBIN PsiJ] TOKOEB. — A ThI iyMaJia, — TMOCITbI-
IaJICsl U3 TEMHOTHI Mepexona MArKuid mar baona. Kot nmoporiesn, 6eciryMHO cTynast psioM, U ero
JKeJIThIe T71a3a Becesno OnecHyan. — K moimyHoun crozia co Bceil OKpyTu rocTu noBaiAt. M kakaomy
TMIOCTEJTH, KaXJJOro HAKOpMH, J1a 4Tod He noxpaauck. Hy uto, Xo3siika, Oynem tecto Mecuth? SpuHa
TSDKEJIO B3JIOXHYJIA U TpUXKaia pyKy K ypyaiiemy kuBoTy: — CHavajna caMoil MoecTh Hajo, ¢ HOT
Bamock. CXxOXy B Jiec, Habepy TprOOB J1a KOPEHbEB KaKuX, CBapio moxyeoky... — C yma conuia?
— Baton pe3ko mperpaaui ei 1opory, B3IbIOMB 3arpuBOK. — B 31emHmii iec oHa coOpanacek! Ha
OIyIIIKE I'paHuIa KoH4aercs, kpyrom Hasuii gosn! Ckyimaensb sIrofiky ¢ TOro CBeTa Ui rpud MOTHJIb-
HBII CKYelllb, M HABEK CpeJ MEPTBBIX OCTAHEIILCS, Ha3a 1 A0poru He OyaeT. ZKuBoMy uesioBeKy 37ech
OJIH 3aKOH TOJIOKEH: €CTh TOJIBKO TO, YTO B 3TOM CaMOM Meuu UcrevyeHo Aa cBapeHo! OroHs B Hel
KHUBOU, 00epeXHBIN, OH HABUII MOPOK C €JIbl CXKUTaeT. — BepHo KOT 6aet, — mpoliaMkall 3arnevHuk,
BBICYHYB HOC M3 TOf1eubsi. — Haenibcs ecHol najaiy, U cama MOKOMHUIIeH CTaHelllb, MepPTBElbI
TeOs1 32 CBOIO IIPU3HAIOT U YTAHYT Ha THO CMopoauHbl. A OyAelib Hail XJe0 Aa Iy U3 MeYH ecTh,
OHM B TeOe XO35UKY MOUYIOT, )KUBYIO CHJIY, M TPOHYTh He rocmeroT. Tak yto mapin K kBariHe! Bon
MyKa B Jlape, BOH OBec. SIpiHa pacTepsiHHO MOIOILIA K IMPOKOMY CTOJTY, Ha KOTOPOM CTOsIIa TshKe-
Jast qepeBsiHHAs KajJKa. B oTyem oMe MaTylika ¥ HSIHbKY Oeperiv ee OT 000! TsKeIoi padoTh.
SlprHa ¥ MOHATHS HE MMeNa, CKOJIBKO CHIMaTh MyKH, KaK CTABUTh 3aKBACKY U CKOJIBKO BOIBI JIUTh.
Oma 3auepIiHy/ia KOBILIOM MYKY, BHIBAJIMJIA B KBAIIHIO, TUIECHYJIA BOJBI M IIPUHSLIACH HEYMETIO MSAThb
JIMITIKYI0 Maccy pykamu. Tecto TyT ke HaMepTBO MPUCTAIO K MajblaM, MOIUI0 KOMbSIMU U HUKAK
HE JKeJIaJI0 CTAHOBUTHCS IJIAJIKUM KapaBaeM. — Tby Thl, pornactb! — muieBajcs caxei 3anevHuk,
s Ha ee MydyeHust. — KTo x Tak Mecur, 6enopyuka! [Iposkokeid He OMOKUIA, CITYIIKHA He TIPU-
JIOKWIa, He KapaBail Oyaet, a moforsa ot janTsi! C OBCSHBIM KHCEJIeM BBIIUIO HUYYTh HE JIydIle.
3achilaHHOE B UYTYH 3€PHO MOATOPENIO CHU3Y, MO M30e MOBAIWII FOPbKHUIA Yajl, a caM B3Bap B3SUICS
CKJIM3KMMHU, CEpPbIMU OIIMETKaMu. BaloH cuien Ha j1aBKe, MPUKPBIB MOPAY JIAron, ¥ TOIBKO TSKKO,
COKPYILIEHHO B3/IbIXaJ Ha KaXAbli ee mpomax. JIumib K Bedepy, Iocie JecsaTKa nepenesiok, OpaHu
3anevyHrka M MOACKa30K KOTa, HAa CTOJIe HAKOHEI OCTHIBAIM TPU KOCOOOKHMX, TEMHBIX, HO BCE e
CheOOHBIX KapaBasi, a B NIMHSIHBIX KyBIIMHAX TyCTes TEPIKUIA MOMUHAJIBHBIN KUcesb. SIprHa, BCs ¢
HOT /IO TOJIOBHI TIepernayKaHHast B 6eJI0i MyKe ¥ YepHOU MeYHOM 30J1e, 6e3 CHJI OIYCTUIIACh Ha JIaBKY.
[Manblpl HBLTH, TUIEYH JIOMIJIO OT TSKEJIOTO YXBara, HO B )KMBOTE MPHSTHO TETUIENO OT TEIUION Top-
OymKy. 3a y3KMMU OKHaMU U30bl CTPEMUTENHHO TycTen cyMepku. Cusblii TymaH Hajg CMOpPOAMHONM
HAJTWJICS] YepPHUJIBHOM ThMOM, M U3 TIIyXOro OypesioMa MOTSIHY/I0 MOTHIIBHBIM X0J1o1oM. [TonoBuiis! B
JajbHeM KOHIIe W30kl Tityxo ckpunHy/i. C yauiisl, u3 npeaasepusi HaBu, noHeccst mepBbIi MPOTSIK-
HBII CTOH, U B TSIKENYI0 JyOOBYIO IBEpPh C TOWM CTOPOHBI TUXO, HO HACTOMYMBO MOCTYYaITH.
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I'nmaBa 3

Cryk noBropuicsi. OH ObUI HETPOMKMM M POOKHMM, OYATO KTO-TO IHapamaj IyOOBYIO JOCKY
MaJIeHbKMMHM 0351011MMU Nasibliamu. SIpuHa 3amepna y crona. Cepyue UCITyraHHO CKaKHYJIO K ropiy,
B pyKe cama coOOM CiKajach TspKenasi AepeBsiHHas Jionara uis xJjieba. batoH mompoOpasics Ha JaBKe,
BBITSIHYB 11I€10 M HABOCTPHB JIPAaHOE YXO, a 3alleYHUK TUXOHBKO IOPKHYJI 3a MEYHOM CTOJI0, OCTAaBUB
CHApYKM TOJIBKO JTIOOOMBITHBIN 3aKomueHHblid Hoc. — Hy, vero croumis? — menHyna kot. — Wnau
oTKpbiBail. CaM rocTh NOPOr HE MEPECTYIUT, MOKa X03slKa He MO30BET. SIpuHa Ha HErHyLIMXcs
Horax rnogouuia K gsepu. [1anblipl MeJIKo Ipoxalii, KOrja OHa CABMHYJIA KOBaHbIH 3acOB. OCTOPOKHO
MOTSIHYB TSKENNYI0 CTBOPKY Ha ce0si, OHa MPUrOTOBMIIACH YBUAETh OUYEPEAHOE UYJOBHILE C SI3BaMH,
Y B OXUJIAHUM 3TOrO 3apaHee oINycTuia I7asza. Ha mopore, ocBelleHHbIN TEryIbM MeYHBIM OTOJIeC-
KOM, CTOSUT Xy/IeHbKHMI MAJIBUMIIIKA JIET CEMU-BOCBMU. Ha HeM Obla BeTxasi, BeJIMKOBATAsI XOJIIOBAs
pybaxa ¢ OTOpBaHHBIM BOPOTOM, NepeBsi3aHHas MPOCTOI MeHbKOBOI BepeBKoi. Horu Obutn Gockle,
nepenavykaHHble B CYXOW OOJIOTHOM TPSI3M U MOCHHEBIIME OT HOYHOTO XOJIofa. 3a MOsiCOM Topyasia
camofesIbHasI IyJ0uKa U3 UBOBOTO NIPYTHKA, & B PyYOHKE OH CKMMaJl OOJIOMAaHHBIN MACTYIIUA KHYT.
ManbyuK IIMBITHYJ HOCOM, NMOAHSI Ha SIpUHY KpyIJible, UCIyraHHbIE IJ1a3a M TUXO, C HaAeKIoH
cripocui: — TeTeHbKa. .. a BBl MOIO sIpOYKY He Buaanu? OBeuka y MeHsI OT OTapbl OTOMJIAch, B OBpar
nob6exana. 51 3a Hell mowen, Aa 3aKpykKUJIo... XOJIOAHO TYT O4eHb. M MaTylKy He Hailly HUKaK.
V SIpunsbl nepexBatuiio aApixaHue. [lepen rinazamu Ha MTHOBEHUE BCIIBIXHYJIO KPYIJIOe JIMUMKO MJIajl-
mIero Opariia, MpPOCHBIIIErO FOCTHHEI Mepes ee yxoioM. ToT ke B3AepHYTHI HOC, Te K€ BUXPBI Ha
Makymike. ToJbKO OT 3TOro MaJibiMKa He MCXOIWIIO KUBOro Teruia. OT ero XOJMIOBOW pyOaIoHK!
BesJIO ITyOOKMM OBPaKHBIM XOJIOZOM U IPeJIbIMU JIMCThbsIMU. OH He MOHMMAaJI, YTO €ro elle Ha Mpo-
IIJIOH Hejielie 3arpbI3iiy Bojku. CTpax, CKOBbIBaBIIMI SIpHHY ¢ caMoro norocra, BAPYr pacTasil, ycTy-
IIMB MECTO JaBsIlIel kaaocTh. — 3aXOIu, MUJIBII, — TOJIOC €€ JAPOTHYyJl, HO IPO3ByYal MAIKO U
JIacKoBO. — 3axoM B Teruio. Hamtack TBOst oBeuKa, He nepexkuBail. MasbuiK poOKO NepecTynu
nopor. M30a TUXOHBKO CKPUIIHYJIA, IPUHUMAS NEPBYIO AYLIY 07 KPOB. BaloH MArKO CIIPBITHYI C
JIaBKH, MOAAOLIEN K MACTYLIKY M, HEOXKUAAHHO IJIsl CBOETO CKBEPHOI'O XapakTepa, MoTepcs TeIIbIM
OOKOM O €ro JieisiHble IMKOJIOTKH, TUXO 3aMypJIbIKaB: — 3axoju, MaJiell, orpencs. 31ech BOJIKU
He TPOHYT, 3[eCh THXO. SIprHa MojBeia MaJbuuKa K CTOJY, YCaJula Ha JIaBKY U TOPOIUIMBO OTJIO-
MIJIa OOJIBIIYIO TETLTyI0 TOPOYIIKY OT MCIIEUYeHHOro KapaBasi. HamvB B IIMHSIHYIO YamliKy IycToro,
OBCSIHOTO KHCeJIsl, OHA MOJOJBHHYA yroueHue roctio. — Ha Bot, noeis cHavana. Cam nekcs, u3
neyr. MaspumiKa ¢ KaJHOCTBIO BIEMMICS B XJIeO 00EMMHU pyKaMu, Maykasi meku 3om0i. Ot Tern-
JIOTO MSIKMITIA ero OJIeHbIE IEKH 9yTh IIOPO30BENH, @ MOPOK 3aCTHIBILIETO OBPAKHOIO XOJI0a Hauall
paccenBaThCs. 3aTeM OH 0OEMMH JIAJOIIKAMHU TIOAHST TSUKETYIO YalllKy U C/iesiall MepBblid TITyOOKHUI
[JIOTOK IOMMHAJIBHOTO KUCeJIA. SIpruHa ¢ 3aMupaHueM cepiiia cMoTpesia Ha Hero. C KaabIM [TIOTKOM
B3IVISA/L MaJIbuMKa MeHsiics. Menyr u TpeBora Tasuid, yepThl Juua pasmiaxuBaiuck. OH nepectan
CYAOPOXHO OIJIABIBATHCS HA JABEPb M HUCKATh IJ1a3aMH MOTEPSAHHYIO ApouKy. C KaxAbM IJIOTKOM
OBCSIHOT'O KHCEJIsl U3 ero NaMsATH YXOAWJIU NEPEKUTHIN yKac, X010, TEMHOM Yaly 1 cagHsmas 0oib
OT BOJYBMX 3yOOB. — BKYCHO... — THXO IpoIIenTtai OH, OIycKasi OMyCTEBIIYIO Yallly Ha CTOJ, U
CJIAJKO, MO-JETCKH 3eBHY1. Beku ero orskenenn. — TeTeHbKa... a cnath rae? S Tak Haxoauscs. ..
— Tloitnem, A nokaxy, — fIprHa B3sla €ro 3a MaJICHbKYIO IPOXJIAJHYIO JIAJOUIKy. BaioH TyT xe
CIIPBITHYJI Ha TOJ1 U TMOLIeN BIepeu, 3aJpaB TpyOoil 00se3iblid XBocT. OH BaXHO BbILIATMBAI IO
CKPHITyYHM TIOJIOBUIIAM JJIMHHOTO MIepexofia, MEpHO MoKauMBasi Ookamu. SIpruHa 3aBesa MaJbyrKa B
OfIHY 13 OJINDKHUX CBETENIOK. YIIOXKMWIIA HA IIHUPOKYIO JIABKY, 3aCTEICHHYIO MSATKAM CEHOM U YHCTOH
IEpPIOroM, ¥ HaK pblla JIOCKYTHBIM OZIESIJIOM JJO CaMOro nogoopoaka. MaibunK CBEpHYIICS KaIaYlKOM,
TO/IIOKMB JIQJIOLIKY IOJ1 ILIEKY, HO BCe ellle OeCMOKOMHO B3paruBajl BO CHE, CJIOBHO 3eMHbIE IIEYaJIH
He OTIyCKalIu ero Ao KoHua. Torna baioH jierko BCOpBITHYJ Ha Kpail JIaBKM, YCTPOMJICS B HOTax y
peOeHKa 1 3aypyall Ha BECh MOKOM. 3aTeM 3aXKMYpPUJICA U TUXO, BKPAJAUMBO 3aMypJIbIKaJ CBOH 3aro-
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BOp, pacTaruBasi Kaxjaoe cnoBo: — bato-0ait, ycau, manen, Cewioit HaBu o1 iTenen;. Crnivt B Teruie,
3a0yzb oBpar, Cepblil KJIBIK ¥ BOIYMI 11ar. Panku 6ospiie He 6071T, Boiku B yarie Kpenko CrsT.
OBIIbI crAT, U Jiec npuThX, Het yx cTpaxoB HUKAKKX. .. C KakKIbIM CJIOBOM KOJIBIOGILHOU JAbIXaHHe
MaJIbuMKa CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE pOBHEE U ITyOke. becrokoiiHas CKiIaaka Ha IETCKOM JIOy pasriiaquiiach,
03s10111Me TTAJIbYUKH Pa3KaJIUCh, BHITYCTUB BEPEBOUHBIN MOSICOK. MOPO3HBIN OBPaKHBIN AyX OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO pacTasiyl, ycTymas MecTo 6e3MsaTe:kHOMY, riyookomy cHy Hasu. Baion cmonk, crnagko mors-
HYJICSI, TIEPECTYITUII JIallaMH M CTIPHITHYIT Ha nosl. — Hy BoT, — mienHyn kot. — Tenepb 10 cambIx
MIePBBIX JIyuell He MPOCHeTCs. A Ha 30pbKe pa3OyauIlb, K peKe MPOBOIMIIb, U MOKIET OH Ha Tepe-
TpaBy JIeTKO, 6e3 ciie3 u 6e3 6onu. SpuHa ernie pa3 B3rJIsHYIA Ha 6e3MATEeKHOE JIUIIO MACTYIIKA, THXO
B3JI0XHYJIa M TPUKPBLIA 32 COOOM TSKeyI0 1yOOBYIO 1BEph. B ri1aBHOM ropHuiie Becesio NoTpecKUBa
MIEYHOI OrOHb. 3aNeYHHUK JIEJIOBUTO MOArpedasl yriil KOYeprou, a Ha CTOJE OCTHIBAJIM OCTABIIMECS
KapaBau. SIpuHa TSIKeIo OIMyCTMIACh Ha JIABKY M OIycTHJIa rojioBy. OHa JOJATo CMOTpesia Ha CBOM
MAJTBLIBI, MCTIAYKAHHBIE MYKOW ¥ TIEYHOM rapblo, M Ha HOI'TH, COUTHIE O MOTHIIbHBIE KaMHH. BHe3armHo
KOMOK, CTOSIBIIIMIA B TOpJIE C CAMOT'O POJAMTENIHCKOTO Opora, nmpopajics. OHa CyJOpOKHO B3JOXHYJIA
Y 3aKpbUIa JIMIO JAAOHIMH, O€33BYYHO, TOPHKO 3ariakaB. Ciie3bl TeKJIM CKBO3b MaJbIlbl, OCTaBISS
Ha TIepeMa3aHHbIX CaXel IeKax CBeTble Mmoiockl. [Tnakana oHa 060 BceM pa3oM: 00 OT4YEM JoMe
¥ OCTaBJICHHOM MJIafiieM Opariie, o cooctBeHHOM Oeccruu. Ho ropiie Bcero ObUIO OT kKajoCTu
K 9y’KOMY MaJIBUMIIKE 32 JyOOBOW JBEpHIO, UbK OOChIE HOXKHU YK€ HUKOrJa He TOOEeryT Mo pocH-
croii Tpase SIBu. Illopox jiam Mo MmoJoBUIIaM pa3falicsi COBCEM psIoM. baioH OecIyMHO BCIIPBHITHYIT
Ha Kpail JIaBKH, MOAOIIES BIUIOTHYIO M MSTKO TOJIOKIJI TOJOBY e Ha KosieHu. Ero terioe ypuanue
3a3ByvaJio HU3KO, YCIIOKaUBaIOIIIe, TPOTOHsIs JIEASHYIO IyCTOTY U3 rpyau. — Hy-Hy, AeBuIia, mojaHo
CBIPOCTh Pa3BOIUTH, — MPOCKPHIIEI U3-TIO] Meur 3arnevyHuk. ['onoc ero, npesxie cBapmBbIi, Terepb
3By4aJsl HEOXKHMIaHHO MATKO. — [lepBas Tpu3Ha Becerna camas Tsikenad. [lymaenib, ctapas fAra nona-
yaiy He peBena? Peerna, 1a eme kak. 3ato AUTsS 000rpesu, HAKOPMUIIU, TAMSATh OT OOJM 3aKPbUTH.
Viiger K mpeaKaMm ¢ MUPOM, a He CKUTaIbileM Oe3pogHbiM. — BepHo men 6aet, — BaioH mposen
IIEPIIaBBIM SI3BIKOM TIO €€ MasibliaM. — Thl HbIHYE He TIPOCTO JIeBKa Kalpu3Hasi, a CTpaxa KMBbIM U
MOKPOB MEPTBBIM. YTpH cJie3bl, X03siKa. Houb Ha qBOpE, 10 YTpeHHEN 30pbKHU ellle Jajieko. SpuHa
IIIyMHO TepeBeia JbIXaHue, OTepiia pyKaBoM MOKPOE JIMIIO M HECMEJIO KOCHYJIACh IPAHOTO KOIIAYbero
3arpuBka. Houb 3a cTeHamMu W30kl HATUJIACH TYCTOM, HEMPOMISTHON ThMOM. JIyHa Tak M He B30IILIa
Ha He0o, 1 SIpuHa, TS B CNIOASHOE OKOHIIE, BIIEPBbIE TOPHKO 3aTOCKOBAJIA TI0 JKUBOMY cepedpsi-
HOMY CHUSIHMIO, BCTIOMUHAS SICHBIN JIYHHBIM CBET HaJl KPBIIIEH OTUEero Aoma. 3areyHuK TOJIBKO YCIiel
MOOPOCHTH B TOTIKY APy CYXUX CMOJIMCTBIX IOJIEHbEB, KAaK IMOJOBHUIIBI B CEHSIX TJIyXO 3aCTOHAJIH,
a B BO3J/IyX€ OTYETJIMBO MOTSHYJIO PEYHOM TMHOM, MOKPHIM WJIOM M MOTWJIbHBIM X0JI0AOM. — BToO-
pasi ueT, — HerpoMko mernHya baioH, HaBocTpuB ymm. — BonsHas nyma, 3anoxHas. C aTumu,
X03s5IlKa, YXO BOCTPO AEpkU. Y HUX TOCKA ITyOOKasi, Kak OMYT, 3aTsIHET — He BBIIUIbIBEIb. EiBa
OH CMOJIK, KaKk B JyOOBYIO CTBOPKY THXO, pOOKO MOCKPeOIHCh C TOW CTOPOHBL. SIpyuHA TOIHSIIACK,
TOJIONLIA K JIBEPU M OTOJBHHYJA 3acoB. Ha mopore crosiia eBuiia, €Ba i cTapiie caMon SIpuHbL.
JlnmiaHas Oenas pyOaxa, pacimrast cBaJjeOHBIME y30paMu, IIPOMOKJIA HACKBO3b U JIUILIA K UCXY/aB-
IIeMy TeJy, ¢ TI0J0JIa Ha YUCTO BHICKOOJIEHHBIE 1yOOBBIE JOCKH PyYbsIMHU CTeKaJla TeMHas BOJIa BIlepe-
MEIIIKY C TUHOU U MEJIKOI peuHol psickoil. Ha pacryilieHHBIX, CITyTaHHbBIX BOJIOCAX CHAEN MOKOCHB-
IIAIACS IEBUYMIA BEHEI] M3 CyXUX O3€PHBIX TPaB U PeYHOro xemuyra. Jluio ee O6pu10 Gesiee mepBoro
CHera, TyObl TOCHHEIH, 2 TOOEJIEBIINE MAJTbLIBI CYI0OPOXKHO CKUMAJIM TOHKOE MeIHOE KOeuko. ['ocTbs
NOJIHsITa HA SIprHY OrpoOMHBIE, TEMHBIE OT CJie3 I71a3a U 3aJloMuia pyku. — [lycTu... mycTi MeHs
o0paTHO! — pa3fascs TOHKUM, OyJIbKAIONINI, HaPBIBHBIN TJ1a4, ITOXOKUH Ha TUIECK BOJIH O CBaW. —
OH xe xkaer MeHs y BeHUa! Jlago Mo, COKOI MOH. .. Sl TOJIbKO K peke CIyCTHJIach BEHOK ITyCTHTb,
OCTYNWJIACh HA MOCTKax, B oMyT yuuia! Ilyctu, s Ha OQUH JIMIIb MUT BEPHYCh, TOJIBKO B IJ1a3a eMy
IJISIHY, CKaKy, YTO He 1o cBoei Bojie ocTaBmia! C KaxJpIM ee phllaHieM W30y HaroHsIIa YIyIuTd-
Basi CHIPOCTh. Boza XJIbIHYJIa Yepes Mmopor, 1o Moy MOMoA3 MOKPHIA TyMaH, a )apKoe IiaMs B TIeUr
3aIlIMIesio, OCeJI0 M Havaso racHyTb, 3aXJIeObIBAsICh CTBUIBIM PEYHBIM YagoM. — batiomku-ceers! —
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3aBONWJI 3alleuHUK, OTCKaKMBas OT 3ajMBaeMoro npuneuka. — [leus Tymmr! 3amoposur Beapb Bce
MO/IBOpbE, yTONHT K30y K Jemiemy! [leBka, yiiMu ee, He TO 70 yTpa He joxuBeM! XonoaHas Kika
JIM3HYJA KOIIAYby JIarbl. BaloH IUKO B3BbLI, B3IBIOWII MOKPYIO IIEPCTh U, SPOCTHO 3aIlIUIeB Ha Ha0e-
TaloNIyIo JIy)Ky, CHTaHyJI PSIMO Ha TIOJBECHON MAaTUYHBIN OpYC MO/l CAMBIM MOTOJIKOM. Brienuiimich
BCEMHU YETBIPbMS KOTTUCTBIMH JIAIAMH B TIPOCMOJIEHHOE OPEBHO, OH CBECUJI BHU3 OCIIEHYI0 MOPIY
Y TUTIOHYJ B BoAy: — YToruleHHuna okasiHHas! [llepcts MHe Hamounia, norudens Most! Xo3siiika,
JepKU ee, a He TO 51 IO caMoro pacceera He cie3y! fApuna 3amepna. OTYasHHBIN, pa3AUPAIOIHA
AyIIy TUlad HEBECTHI YIapwuJi MpsAMo B cepate. [lepes rinazamu BcTaio HelaBHee COOCTBEHHOE OTYa-
sIHAE W CTPAIIHBIN Haka3 fAru: «umm B Mope». OHa KUBO MpeJCTaBUiIa, KAKOBO 3TO: 3aXJIeOHYThCS
B JIe/ISTHOW TiTyOHMHe, 000pBaTh KHU3Hb HAa TIOPOTE CUACThsSI U OCTAThCSl HABEK B XOJIOAHOW THHE. [laxe
CTpax Iepej HeKUThI0 HA MTHOBEHHME OTCTYIWJI, YCTYIMB MECTO LIEMSIIEN CECTPUHCKOM kaJIOCTH.
— Ture, munasi, Tuie. .. — SIpuHa caenana mar Briepes, He 00sicb HAMOKHYTH B JIS/ISTHOW BOZIE, U
OepexkHO B3sia ICBYIIIKY 32 Jie[ssHble, IpoKaiiye rmiedd. — HuKTo Tedst He TOHUT. 3aX0/u B TEIUIO.
VTorIeHHHIIA TIOMBITANIACh BRIPBATHCS, HO SIprHA OOHSIA ee KPEenKo M OCTOPOKHO 3aBesia B U30y,
MIPUKPHIB 32 COOOM JIBEph. YCaIUB IUIAUyIIyl0 HEBECTY HA JIaBKy BO3JIE OXHBAIOIIEH Teun, SpuHa
CHsIJIa CO CTEHbI KOCTSIHOM rpebeHb. — [loromy youBarhCs, Aail s1 KOCHI TBOM PACITyTal0, — MSTKO
npuroBapuBana fpuHa, mpoBoas rpeGHEM MO MOKPBIM, XOJOTHBIM MPSIIsSM, OCTOPOXHO BBIYECHI-
Basl 3eJICHYIO TUHY U MEJIKME peuHble pakyIku. — Jlago TBo# muiaver mo tede, BCIO PEKy Cle3amMu
oMbUL. HO JKMBBIM ¢ MEPTBBIMH He ObITh, cama 3Haelllb. He pBu eMy qyIry MOpPOKOM, OTIyCTH. .. OT
MEpHBIX JBMKEHHI TPeOHS U TEIUIOro, JJACKOBOTO rojioca JEBUYMI BOM Hayall CTHXATh, CMEHSSCH
TUXVMH, OECCUITBHBIMU BCXJIUNIaMU. [1e4HOi OrOHb BHOBB BCIIBIXHYIT SIPKO, COrpeBasi 03sI0I111yI0 HeBe-
cry. fpuHa oTnoxuia rpebGeHb, B3siia C MOJIKH Yallly U HaJlujia ryCToro, OBCSIHOTO Kucenst. — VcruTb
Ha10. [ToMsiHM CBOIO IEBMYBIO JI0JTI0, OTTIEH 3eMHYI0 KpyuuHy. Jlerue craner. HeBecra qpoxarmmmu
pyKamu npuHsia yaiy. BarisHyia Ha MegHOE KOJIEUKO Ha Majiblie, TOPbKO YPOHUIIA CIIE3UHKY MTPSIMO
B OBCSIHBIM B3Bap M clejaja MepBblid ITyOOKMid IMOTOK. ToTyac JMIo ee Hayaao MeHSThCS: CUHEBa
coluia ¢ ry0, 3aCTBHIBIIUI yKac 3aXJIeOHYBIIEHCS Oyl PaCTBOPWIICS, a YEPThl 03apHIIUCh TUXHUM,
He3eMHbIM MoKoeM. OHa Me/IJIEHHO CHsUIa C Majiblia MEAHOE KOJIEUKO U TOJIOKMJIa Ha Kpail cToja,
OobIIIe 32 HEero He Lersisich. — Kak ke cllagko KJIOHUT B COH... — IPOIIenTaia OHa, U BEKH ee
TSDKEJIO OIMYCTHIIUCh. SIpruHa GepekHO B3sijla TOCTHIO MO/ PyKY M OTBeJIa B COCEJHUIN MOKOW. YIIOKUIA
Ha Maxyyee CEHO, YKpblUIa CyXUM MOJIOTHOM. BaloH HEC/IBIIIHO CTYIWII CIIE/IOM, BCIIPBITHYJI HA U3I0-
JIOBbE JIABKU U, IPUKPBIB I71a3a, 3aBEJI 151 yTOIJIEHHULII CBOM TUXUH, YCHIIUIAIONIMN HaneB: — bato-
0ail, ycHH, ieBHIIa, B TUIIMHE OKO# cTpyuTcs. Het koneuka Ha pyke, Her TponmHouky K peke. CHST
BEHeIl U3 TpaB peuHbiX, Her Becteit ot poporux. Kaer i nago — no3adyap, 3a CMOpoaMHY TBOM
nyTb. Crin, HeBecTa, 0 yTpa, 3abbBaTh JTOOOBH Mopa. .. JleBriia riyO0OKO B3IOXHYJIA U 3aTHXJIA B
0e3MSTEXHOM CHe. SIprHa THXO BBIIILIA U3 CBETEJIKM U IPUTBOpIIIA ABepb. OHa He 3HaJla, XBAaTUT JIU
e CHJI HeCTH 3Ty ciy )0y nasbiie. Beero ape mymm rnepecTynuIy rmopor, a cepate 00s1emo Tak, OyaTo
BCIO MX HEBBITUIAKAHHYIO TOCKY OHa MpUHsiIa Ha cebs1. BaioH, Bce ellle HaCTOPOXXEHHO TOTJIsAbIBAs
Ha MOKpbI€ ITOJIOBULIbI, IPUHSJICS TIIATEIbHO BbUIM3bIBATh HAMOKIIIYIO JIally. 3aMeTUB, KaK MOHUKJIN
IUIeYM SIpuHBI, OH THXO XMBIKHYJI B YCbl: — 3psl CJIe3bl Jibelllb, X03sika. He Tex xkaneemn. Spuna
MOJIHSUIA HAa HETO ycTajsible, MOKpacHeBive masza: — Kak He Tex? MalpuulliKy BOJIKM 3arpbI3iv,
HEBECTa B OMYyTe yTOHYJA. .. VIM ObI )KUTh [a 5KUTh, pagioBaThesi! KoT mepecTasn ymbIBaThCs ¥ IOCMOT-
peJl Ha Hee YIUBUTENIbHO CIIOKOMHBIM, TIOUTH Y€I0BEUECKUM B3IVIAA0M. — Bce, 0OTMyuYninch oHU 1
CIIAT CNIAJIKO, @ Ha PAacCBeTe JIOOYHUK yBe3eT Ux B Tuxuil HaBuii can. MepTBbIM HbIHYE XOPOLIO,
MOKOWHO. BaloH B3/10XHY1, MO KaJl XBOCT M 3bIPKHYJI B CTOPOHY TEMHOT'O OKOHIIA, 32 KOTOPBIM KJTyOu-
Jack NpeayTpeHHss ThMa: — JKUBBIX MOxasel, gypexa. MaTtepu Toro nactyuika Tenepb BClO KHU3Hb
B IYCTYIO KOJBIOENb TISAETh Ja ClIe3bl JIUTh. /KEeHHUXy TOHM NEeBUIBI — Ha IyCTble MOCTKH Oerarhb
Ja peKy MPOKJIMHATh. BOT KoMy HecTu 3Ty O0Jb IeHb 3a JHEM, TOjl 3a TOJoM, Mmoka camu K Cmopo-
OVHE He MpUIYT. A y HalllMX rocTeil 3eMHasi KpyurMHa KOHYMIach. Thl KM HE MOp U He 371asi A0Js,
a TUXui KpoB nepen Habio. 3arnmomuu 310, U cepilie pBarhb nepecraHer. He ycnena Apuna yrepetsb

15



T. Jlu. «[lo mepBoii 30pbKu»

CJIe3bl, KaK CHapyKH TMOCIBIIIAJICS YBEPEHHBIN, TPeOOBATEIbHBIN I'POXOT, OYATO KTO-TO KOJOTWI B
IyOOBYIO IBEPb YBECUCTHIM TTOCOXOM. — OTBOPSIiA, X03s1e€Ba! — HOHECCS CUTUIBI, CKPUITYYUH TOJI0C
C TOM CTOpOHBL. — J0JTO MHE MOJ CKBO3HSIKOM CTOSITh? JIeHbI'M TUIavyeHsbl, MOCTOSUIbIA JABOP Mofda-
Baii! BaloH OT HEOKMJAHHOCTH AEPHYIT OOIE3THIM YXOM U (DHIPKHY B YCbI: — WI1Ib, KAKO¥ MPBITKHUIA.
ITOT TOYHO He U3 omyTa BbUte3. CTymaii, X03sHKa, IJIsHb, YTO 32 OApUH K HaM MOXKajoBal. SpuHa
CIIBUHYJIA 34COB U pacraxHyJia aBepb. Ha mopore ctosit cropOieHHbIN, CyXOHbKHI CTAPUUYOK C OCTPOM
6opoakoil KiuHbIIKOM. OzieT oH ObUT B OOraThiil, HEKOTAa OapXaTHbI KaTaH C JIMChed OIMYIIKOM,
OJIHAKO TKaHb YK€ TPOHYJIa cepasi TIIeCeHb, a MeX KJIOUbsIMHU OCHINacs Ha nopor. ObenMu pykamu
CTapHK CYIOPOKHO MPHKMMAT K TPYAM YBECUCTBIN XOJIIOBBIM MEIIOK, CKBO3b MPOPEXH KOTOPOTO
HEMPEPBIBHO ChINAJIACh MeJIKasi cepasi nbulb. — Hy HakoHeU-1o! — MpoBOpYasl CTapuK, OIJIsIbIBasI
SIpyHy C HOTr 10 TOJIOBBI NOAC/IENOBATHIMU, HETIKUMU IJ1a3kaMu. — JleBka, yero komaenibcsi? 308U
x03siMHa! MHe Hy’KeH JIy4IlInil TOKOMW, 4TOO Ha MyXOBUKaX, 0e3 KJIOMOB U YTOO U3 OKOH PEKOH 3TOM
BOHIOUel He TsaHyo. [Tnady cepedpom! OH cyHYI pyKy B MEILIOK, C TOPIBIM BHOM 3a4€pPITHYJI TOPCTh
MOHET U npoTsaHya fApune. Ho cronsno emy pas3xkarh CKpIOUEHHbIE MaJiblibl, KAK BMECTO 3BOHKOTO
cepedpa Ha JTyOOBBII MOPOT C TUXKM IIIEJIECTOM BBICHITIAIACh TOPCTh CYXOH MOTFUTBHOM 307161 CTapuk
OTOPOIIEJI0 MOPTHY, OTPSIC JIAIOHBIO U BeIpyTraiicsi: — Th(y Thl, MOPOK sipMapouHsblil! KapmanHuku
nojMeHWd, upoasl! Hudero, y MeHs1 B TIOZIKJIETE ellie TPY CYHIyKa 3apbITo, 51 KyIell epBOM THJIb-
nvu [opreit Epodeen, mens B Hopropone kaxaas cobaka 3naer! — IIpoxoau, kynen, — Slpuna ¢
pacTepsiHHOM YJIBIOKOU MPOMyCTUiIa ero BHyTpb. — B mn36e couremcs. Kynen mpomapkai K croiy,
C OMAcKOW KOCSICh Ha KOCOOOKHME KapaBau. 3aNeyHUK, BHICYHYBIIUCH U3 YCTbs TI€YM, CMEPHUII TOCTS
MIPE3PUTESIbHBIM B3IVISAOM U IPOMKO CILTIOHYJI Ha 3011y. — DTO 4TO 3a Xapuu? — Bo3myTuiics [op-
nei, Ope3rIMBO ThiYa CKPIOUEHHBIM MaJIbLIEM B IIMHSHYIO Yarry. — YepHsiil x1e6? OBcsiHbIN B3Bap?
A oceTpuHbl HeT? A MeOB cTaBJIeHbIX? §l 3a 9TOT KMCeslb U JIOMAHOTO Ipolia He AaM! — A Thl U
HE JIalllb, Je/yJisl, — JIEHUBO MpPOTsHYJ BaioH, pa3BaauBIINCh HA JaBKe. — Y TeOsl TpOIIeH-To —
OfIHU uepenku Ja yepBu. Kymei modarposes (HaCKOJIBKO BOOOIE MOKET MOOArpoBeTh TIOKOWHUK),
T10J1€3 32 Ma3yXy U IOIBITAJICS IBBIPHYTh KOTY MOHETY, HO B KOLIAYbl0 MOP/AY IOJIETEJT JIUIIb CYyXOW
npax. — 2, koruiie! He nep3u! 51 Te0s Kyrumio ¢ moTpoxamu, Ha BOPOTHHK JKeHe mynry! Dif, 3ared-
HBIT YepT! — OH 3aMaxas pykamu Ha 3arieunuka. — [logOpock poB, s Mep3Hy! 3a 4TO s IeHbIU
riavy?! — 3a ynokoil JyIiy TBOeH IJIa4eHO, NIEHb TPYXJISABbI! — OrpbI3HYJICS 3alleyHMK U3 MeUH,
rpo3si Koueproil. — Cuy CMUPHO, a TO YXBaTOM 110 XpeOTHHE Orpero, )KMBO B JIOAKY MOJIETHIIb O3
mraHoB! SIpuHa cMOTpera Ha 3Ty Nepenasky, ¥ BeCh IPEKHUIA TPerieT OKOHYATEIbHO BHIBETPUJICS U3
rosioBbl. [lepes Hell ObUT HE CTpAITHBIA MEPTBELl U3 3arPOOHBIX 0aeK, a OOBIYHBIN CBAPJIMBbIN CTAPUK,
KOTOPBIN TaK TOPOIMWJICS MEPECUUTATh CBOE 30JI0TO B CHIPOM IOJBAJIE, YTO U CaM HE 3aMEeTHJI, Kak
cepatie nepectaso 6utbesi. OHa MOOILIA K KYTIITY, YIiepia PyKH B OOKH U CTPOTMM XO3SIICKUM TOHOM
npousHecia: — Tak, ['opneit Epogeny. Ipyrux nokoes y MeHs HeT. JleHer TBOMX 3[IEIIHUM J1yXaMm
HE Ha/lo, a BOT 3aKOHBI M30ymmku Omoctu npuaercs. JIMOo ThI Mbellb KUCeb U JIOKUIILCS CIaTh
Ha CEHO, KaK JIOOPBIN TOCTh, IUOO MPSMO cefivac OTIPABIACIILCS MelIKoM yepe3 001010 kK CMopo-
avHe, 0e3 xjeda 1 6e3 mpoBokathixX. [lorisaaum, Kak ¢ TOOOM JJOMOYHUK TOProBaThesl cTaHeT. Kymer
ornemmni. OH NPUBBIK, YTO B 36MHOM KU3HU TIepe]] €ro 30JI0TOM BCE THYJIM CIHMHBI, HO HEIIPEKJIOH-
HBI B3IJI51]] A€BULIBI B IEPENIAUKaHHOM 30710/ TUIaThe 3acTaBUJI ero oceubcs. — Hy... konu 3aBeieHO
TaK... — MPOOOPMOTAJ OH, IPUCMHUPEB. — A TOYHO Oe3 KjonoB? — Yucro Bce, cama crenmia, —
y’ke MsArde oTBeTuIa SIprHa 1 oJ0/IBUHYJIA K HEMY Yallly ¢ OBCSIHbIM KuceneM. — [leid. 3emHas xaj-
HOCTb JyIy TSIHET, & KACEJIb TSKECTh ¢ cepaua cHuMeT. Kynell ¢ COMHeHreM MOHI0XaJl TyCTO TeM-
HBII B3Bap, MOMOPIIUIICS, HO BCE K€ c/iena OOJbIIoN IMOTOK. [TouTH MrHOBEHHO €ro HamnpsiKeHHBIE
rieur oOMsIKIM. CKpIoYeHHbIE MabIIbl HAKOHEIT Pa3Kasiu JAbIPSBbIA MEIIOK, U TOT C IITyXHM CTyKOM
yIaJ Mof JJaBKy, OKOHYATEIbHO PACCHINTaBIIMCh cepbiM MpaxoM. [J1a3a crapuka nogepHyJIMch COHHOM
ABIMKOM, JIUIO Pa3IyIaniioch, a ATYHOE, OECIIOKOMHOE BhIpaKeHHE CMEHUJIOCh TUXHMM Y/IUBJICHAEM.
— Wb THI. .. — mpomenTai ['opaei, ris/1s1 Ha CBOU IMyCThIE JIAIOHH C HEOXKUAAHHBIM 00JIeTYeHHEM.
— A Bellb M TIPaBJA. .. JIETKO-TO Kak crajio. Hu cyHaykoB He Hajo, Hu amOapoB. .. Kyna x 3710 51 Bce
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kormuI-To? OH IITyMHO 3€BHYJT BO BeCh 0€33yOblil pOT U €/JBa He KJTIOHYJI HOCOM B CTOJICIITHMILY. SpruHa
C YJIBIOKOM MOIXBaTHJIA €T0 MO JIOKOTh U TIOBEJIA 110 TIEPEXO/Y B TPETHIO CBETEIIKY. YIIOKHIIA CTAPUKA
Ha IMUPOKYI0 TyOOBYIO JIaBKY, MOAJIOKIIIA TIO TOJIOBY BaJIMK M3 CyXOro 4yaOpela U MojibiHU. baioH
HECJIBIIIHO MPHITHY/I Ha JIABKY B HOTaxX y KYIIIa, CBEPHYJICS] KJIIyOKOM U 3aBeJl YCHITUISIONINIA 3aroBOp:
— Baro-6ai1, ycHu, kyneir, Cyete 3eMHo# KoHerl. [Ipax mokpst TBOM Jiapiisl, CIAT MOCAJICKUE KYTIITHI.
Her am06apoB, Het nonro., [Tycto B Opioxe cyHaykoB. CMOJIKHH, CKpATra, 10 yTpa, 3a0biBaTh TOPTU
nopa. Kymner ciaagko 3axparesn Ha IepBoil ke CTpouke. SIpiHa TUXOHBKO MPUKPbLIA ABEPb U BEpHY-
Jach B TOpHMILY. B 130€ CHOBA CTaJIO0 TUXO M TEIUI0. 3aleYHHK JOBOJIBHO MOCAMBIBAJ B YIUTy, HA TIEUH
rpenach KpblHKa C KOPEHBbsIMH U TPaBaMH, a CTpax Mepe MorpaHuvHOM ci1yxk00i SIpuHy Oosbiie He
TpeBoXwu1. Ternepb OHA 3HasA, YTO C JIIOOOH AyHIOHN, Oyab TO HAITYyTaHHBI PEOSHOK WM B3JOPHBIN
6oray, MOKHO CJIaJJUTh JOOPHIM CJIOBOM, TEIUTBIM KapaBaeM U XO3SIMCKON CTPOTOCTHIO.
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I'naBa 4

CoH ObUT KOPOTKMM M YyTKUM, O€3 CHOBUIEHUH. SIprHe Ka3aniock, OyATO OHA TOJBKO Ha MTHO-
BEHUE TMPHUKPbUIA OTSKENIEBIINE BEKH, MPUBAMBIINCD IJIEYOM K TEIUIOMY NMEYHOMY OOKY, HO TOH-
KM IIpe/IpacCBETHBIN XOJIOA yKe KOCHYICS 1eKu. B u3bde crosiia 3BeHsas tuiuHa. [leynsle yriam
MOJIEPHYJIMCh CEJJbIM TETUIOM, a CKBO3b CITIOJSHbIE OKOHLIA TPOOUBAJICS OeJIechlid, TpU3payHblii CBET.
3aneyHuK, CBEPHYBILIUCH KAJIAYMKOM IIPSMO Ha TEIJION 3arHETKE, MEPHO IPUCBUCTHIBAJI BO CHE KPO-
IIEYHBIM HOCUKOM. SIprHa 350K0 MoBeJsa mjieyamu, NonpaBuia COUBIIMICS TUIATOK M TUXO MOIHS-
nack ¢ naBku. [lopa. [Io mepBoii 30pbKH HYKHO ObLIO COOpaTh HOYHBIX TOCTEH U MPOBOOMTH UX K
peke. Ha kpato crona TyckJsio OJecHYJI TpH KpPYIJIble MeIHbIe MOHETHI, OcTaByieHHble froi. AprHa
OepexkHO cxkaja UX B KyJake U 3aXKIJIa IMIMHAHBIA KaraHell. KpoleuyHslil KeaThlil SA3bYOK IIAMEHU
BBIXBAaTWUJI U3 NOJIyMpaKa JUIMHHBIA Nlepexo] K cBeresikaM. IlepBoil oHa oTBOpuIIa ABEPh K MaJIeHb-
KOMY NacTylKy. Manbuuk crajn 6e3MsTeXHO, CBEpPHYBIUHMCh MOJL JJOCKYTHBIM OJESJIOM, MOJIOKHB
KYyJIAauOK MOJI OPO30BEBLIyIO 1IeKy. Hu cTpaxa, HM OBpaKHOM XyTH Ha €ro Juie OoJbllie He OCTa-
nock. Con HaBu crep u crieqpl BOTUBMX 3yOOB U TOpbKUX ciie3. — [Ipockimaiicsi, Munsiil, — fAprHa
JIACKOBO KOCHYJIACh €ro Iuieya. — YTpO 3aHMMaeTcs, Nopa B MyTh. MasbuuK C/AJKO MOTSAHYJICS,
OTKPBUI YMCTHIE, SICHBIC IV1a3a M yNbIOHYyJICs SpuHe Kak crapoyt 3Hakommiie. OH 6e3pOornoTHO Moj-
HSLJICS, OTIPaBIJI pyOalioHKy. SprHa BJIokuIia B €ro MaJIeHbKYIO JIA/IOIIKY MEIHYIO MOHETKY U 3arHyJia
nanbunkn: — Coxmu kpenko. K peke npugem — otaanib aeayuike B jgoake. OH 1e0s Ha TOT 6eper
CBE3€ET, TaM CBETIO, TEIUIO U Jyra OeckpaiiHue. B cocenneii cBerelnke xaana yrorieHHuna. Ee ca-
NeOHBIN Haps/l 32 HOYb BBICOX, pacyeCaHHble KOCHI JIekKald POBHO Ha YUCTOM XOJICTE, a B JIMLE He
OCTaJIOCh HM Karu Obutoro otyasaus. Korga fApuHa KocHynach ee pykd, JEBYIIKA JIETKO TTOAHS-
J1ach, MOTpaBUJIa IEBUUMI BEHEL U MOJIYa IPUH:IA BTOpyIo MOHeTy. Hu ciioBa o 6porieHHOM s1aj10,
HHU CJIE3VHKH 00 00OPBaHHOM CBabOe: OBCSHBIA KMCENb U KOJIbIOEIbHAsI KOTa HABCera CMbLIN 3eM-
Hyo 6o1b. [locneanum paszOymmmm kynua. opnein EpodeeB mokpsixresn, nockped ceqyio O0poaky,
HO cniopuThb He ctaj. Korpa SIpuHa npotsiHysia eMy MpocTOi MeJHbIN I'polll, OH OEpeKHO B3slI €ro
ABYMs MaJIbLIAMM, TIOKPYTHJI Nlepe/l MOACIENOBATHIMU IJIa3aMU U C JIETKUM YAMBJIEHHEM XMbIKHYJ,
CJIOBHO HAKOHEII MOHSJ1 UICTUHHYIO LIEHY BelllaM. BbiBesisi NpUCMUPEBIINX MOCTOSJIBLEB B TOPHULLY,
SlpuHa ornsagenack B NoMckax kora. baoH u He gyman npoceinarecs. OH 3apbljics B CaMbli TEIUIBIN
yIOJI T1e4H, CBEPHYBILKCh TYTM MOXHATHIM KJIYOKOM, U O€3MSTEKHO ITOXPAITbIBAJI, CIPSITaB HOC O[]
ApaHylo Jany. SprHa nogoiia O1uke U HECMeJIo TPOHYJIA ero 3a 3arpuBoK: — baioH. .. batoHyiko,
npocHuck. [Topa. Kor He1OBONIBHO AEpHYN yXOM, HO IJ1a3 HEe OTKpbUl. — baioH, Hy BcraBail xe! —
SlpuHa HacToiuMBee MoTpscia ero 3a 3arpuBok. — K peke Bectw Hajo, 30pbka 3aHumaercs! Kot
TSKEJIO B3JOXHYJI, C BeJMYaillield HEOXOTOM MPUOTKPbUT OAMH MYTHBIN KEJITBIA IJ1a3 M CBAp/IMBO
npoxpurnen: — Yero pacriymesnach, aeBka? CrnaTb He Jaeuib... M BooO1ie, ¢ Kakoi 3TO CTaTy s 1o
XOJIOIHOM poce JIarbl MOPO3UTh JIOJKeH? Sl Tec IBOPOBBINA, UTO JIH, TI0 JiecaM 3a To0oit Heratsh? Moe
J€J10 KOLIaybe: CKa3Ky CHeTh, YLy YCHIIUTh Ja Ha Me4u IpeTbCs. A 1O peKH MpOBOXKATh — TBOS
ciyx0a, xo3siickas. S ke ckaszan: 6e3 HoBulecTB! babycst MeHs o yTpaMm B TyMaH He Tackaja, cama
cripasiisiack. OH C HE3aBUCMMBIM BUJOM OTBEPHYJICS K CTEHE M 3aXMypuJics. SIpuHa pactepssHHO
3amepiia. BamisHyna Ha TPOMX MOTYAIMBBIX TOCTEH, CTOSBILUX Y IOPOTra, OTOM Ha TEMHOE CIIIOAS-
HOE OKOHIIE, 32 KOTOPbIM KJTyOMJICS BSI3KUiA, yratomumii TyMan HaBu. MbIciib 0 TOM, 4TO e mpuaercst
OZIHOM BECTU MEPTBELIOB CKBO3b MEPTBBIN JieC K peke CMOpoMHE, CKOBajIa CEPALE JIEASTHON TOCKOU.
Oma nofonuia BIUIOTHYIO K TEIUIOMY TTIEYHOMY OOKY, IIPHBCTaNa Ha IBIIIOYKU U TUXO, Oe3 peKHEeH
CTPOrocTH, o4ty B3monmiack: — [loxanyiicra, baton... He 6pocaii meHss. MHe cTpalllHO OHOIA.
[epseiit pa3 Beab... Bapyr He noviny? Bopyr Ha Tpore kto nepeitmer? [loiizem co MHOM, a 51 TeGe
3a 3TO... CJIMBOK CBEXHUX IOIPOILY y 3aNeyHrKa, WM pPelOKY Kakylo Ha yrisax 3aneky. Hy noiinem,
Batonymiko. Kot 3amep. Yxo ero HepsHO JiepHyJ0ch. Heckobko MIHOBEHUI OH elle JieKall Hero-
ABUXHO, JeJ1asi BUJL, YTO OOpETCs C paBeJHbIM THEBOM, a 3aTeM IPOTSHKHO, MyYEHUUECKH B3IOXHYT
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u cen Ha nedyke. — OX, HaKa3aHUE MOE... — IPOBOPYAJI OH, CJIAJKO MOTATUBAsCH U BO BCE TOpJIO
3eBast. — CIIMBOK OHa HaJIbET, UIllb. .. PrIOKY 3anedert. [la Ha ToM Oepery Takas pblOa BOAMTCS, UTO
cama TeOs 3areveT U He nogaButcs. — CamMa HU KPbIHKY He CIOMIIA, a KOTa Oalyer, — TYT e Mpo-
CKpUIes U3 TEIUION 3arHeTKU COHHBIM, CEPIUTHIN ToJI0C. 3aeyHUK BHICYHYJI HAPYXKY BCKJIOKOYEH-
HYIO, IIepeMa3aHHyI0 cakeil 00Oy U SIPOCTHO 3aXJI0ONAJ KPOIIEYHBIMH TOJCIEIOBATBIMY IJIA3KaMH,
orsapBas odoux. — Yyxkoe mo0po pazdazapuBath CrO3apaHKy B3ayMasia, IeBKa HermyTeBas! —
CTApUYOK CEpOUTO CTYKHYI JIEPEBSHHOW JIOKKOW 1O MPUIEUKY U MOBEpHYJICS yxe K baiony: — A
THI YETO pasjiercs, TyHesiAel my3aTblii? Mopay oTBEpHyYI OH, rsauTe Ha Hero! TosKy Kak OT Ko3ja
MoJsioka! Mau, roBopio, mpoBoau JeBKy. Majio i ocTynMTCSl CO CTpaxy, WM KpyuuHYy IO Jopore
oOpatHO He cobepeT. Beragail, mepcth ApaHast! BaoH OT Takoro HaroHsist ax yChl MPHKaJ, BO3MY-
IIIEHHO JIEPHYJI XBOCTOM M HAKOHEI] COM3BOJIMJI CIIPHITHYTh Ha JIaBKY, 37I00HO 3bIPKHYB Ha MIEUKY. —
W T8I Tyna ke, neHb 3aKOMUEHHBI, — MPOBOPYAT KOT, HEOXOTHO MOTATUBASICh BO BCIO ITUHY U BO
Bech poT 3eBasi. — Hu cHa oT Bac B 3TOM jioMe, Hu 1okos1. CIIMBOK HE JOITPOCUIIBCS, 2 KPUKY Ha BECh
Oenbiii cBet. JIagHO YK, NeBKa, BeW CBOMX MOCTOsUIbLeB. He xBarao eie, 4tod Thl B MEPBOM ke
KaHaBe C TIepertyTy IIe0 CBEPHYJIa, a TOT YepT 3arevHblii MHE TIOTOM BCIO IU1elb ipoet. Ho uto6 ato
ObLT0 B TIoceaHuil pa3! — Hy BbI M criop NOJHSUIM HA IyCTOM MecTe, — B30XHYJ1a SpuHa, cHuMas
C KPIOKa TsDKeJIblid KoBaHbIN (poHaph. OHa pa3rpedia 3071y B MeuH, Mprkaja Cyxod KOHUHMK (PUTHIIS K
’KUBOMY aJIOMY YTOJIbKY U, KOTJJa OTOHEK 3aHsUICs, TOJIKHYJIA AyOOBYI0 IBepb. CHapYXU MHUP MOTOHYT
B I'YCTOM, MOJIOUHO-0OesioM Tymane. [IpeapaccBeTHast Mriia KJyOuiach TUIOTHBIMU TUIACTAMU, CKPBI-
Basi U BEKOBBIE COCHBI, M TOITKME MXH. B0o31yx ObUI HETIOABMKEH U CHIP, MAXJI0 PEYHON CTHIIOCTHIO,
MIPEJIbIMU JIMCTHSIMU U IAJIEKUM F'OPbKUM JIBIMOM. SIpHHa IarHyJ1a ¢ KpblibLia Ha TpoIty. Teruislil oro-
HeK (poHapsi MpoOKMBa B BA3KOH JBIMKE 30JIOTUCTBIN KOPUIOP. 32 HEll HECIIBIIITHON BEpeHUIIeH MOTSI-
HYJIUCh TPOE: BIIEPEIH JIETKO CTyIasl OOCOHOTHI MACTYIIOK, 32 HUM IUIbLIa B OEJIOM Hapsiie THXast
HEBECTa, a 3aMbIKAaJI IIECTBHE CTOPOJICHHBIN KyTIell, CKUMABIINI B KyJIaKe CBOW €IMHCTBEHHBIH I'POIIL.
Psanom, To 1 neso 3eBast, HEAOBOJIBHO OTPSIXMBAsl MOKPBIE JIAIlbl U COHHO MOTPSAXKBast APAHbIM YXOM,
Msrko cryna baton. Kot mien HetoporumBo, modtH Kacasch O0KOM mojiona SpuHbl, U ero MepHoe,
XOTSI ¥ BOPWIMBOE COMEHUE OTTOHSIIO JIMITKUH CTpax B 9TOM MepPTBOM npeapaccBeTHoM Tuiu. C Kax-
JbIM 1IaroM CKBO3b TYMaH BCE OTUYETJIMBEE MPOCTYIIAJ TEMHBIM, TSKEJbIA IIIyM HECTIOKOWHOW BOMBI.
Bnepenu, y camoro kpasi uepHOro oOpbiBa, uxX x1aan oeper peku Cmopoaunsl. Tpona o6opBasnach
y camoro Oepera. 31ech BI3KWUM TyMaH CTEIMJICS HaJl CaMOU 3eMJIeH, OTKpBIBast B3MJISALY TEMHYIO,
TsDKeNy1o I1aab CMoponuHbl. Peka katuiia cBou CMOJIsSIHBIE BOIBI O€3 eJTHOTO BCILJIECKA, a HaJl CaMOi
CTPEMHHMHOM KJIYOWJICSI €KUM CU3bIM MTApOK. SIprHA OCTAHOBMIIACH Y MOKPBHITHIX MXOM JEPEBSIHHBIX
MOCTKOB, BBICOKO TIOTIHSIB (poHaphb. Tpoe IMyTHUKOB 32 ee CIMHOM 3aMepii B 6€3MOJIBHOM OJKHJAHUH.
— Hy u rie TBOM nepeBo3YMK ? — THXO HIEMHYJIAa OHA KOTY, MOEKUBIIKCH OT [IPOHU3bIBAIOLIEN pey-
Hoii ceipocTu. — Heyskto npocnan? — He kapkaid, neBka, — (bIpkHyJ1 baioH, ycTpanBasich Ha Cyxoi
Kopsire W mpstya 03s101me arnsl 1o Opioxo. — Takoil He nmpocnuT. OH peKy 4yer JIydlle, YeM s
MBI TIO7 TIosioM. K au. TOJIbKO KOT JOrOBOPHUT, Kak U3 Oesiecoid JHIMKH MOCIBIIIAIICS TITyXOH CKPUIT
yKJIiourH. Boga paccrynmiiack, M K MOCTKaM O€CITyMHO MpUYaIiia JJIMHHAS TIPOCMOJICHHAS JIOKA
C BBICOKUM 3arHyThIM HOCOM. SIprHa HEBOJIbHO 3aTawiia AbIXaHUE, OKWUAAsl YBUIETh APEBHETO, COT-
OEHHOTO cTapIia Bpoje 3arevyHuKa Wik KOCTIISIBOTO JAyXa B UCTIeBleM caBaHe. Ho ¢ KopMbl Ha Hee
CMOTpeJT BBICOKHIA, IIMPOKOIUIeuni IoHoma. Ha Hem Obuta TeMHast 6e3pyKaBKa U3 AyOJIeHOW KOXKH,
HAKMHYTas TPsSMO Ha KpEIKUe TUIeUH, W 3aKaTaHHbIE JI0 KOJIeH MOpTHl. ['ycThie cMOMsiHBIE KyApH
BBIOVMBAJIMCh M3-TIO]] INIATIKH, & SICHBIE Cepble T71a3a 030pHO Oniectesu B cBeTe ee (poHapsi. B mmHHBIX
HEMKHUX MaIbIaX OH JIETKO, CJIOBHO MYIIMHKY, AepXkal Tshkenoe ayooBoe Becio. FOHora onepcs Ha
BECJIO, OKMHYJI B3IJISIOM Oeper U cpasy ke 3ajepkan B3risia Ha fApune. Ha ero 6nenHom, HO nipu-
SITHOM JIHLIE TPOMEJIbKHYJIA HAaCMeNUTMBast yabioka: — Oro... A -To Aymal, MHE CO CIIeTy TOYuyIu-
Jock, OynTo Ha Oepery Oepe3ka paciiBesia. fra HakOHeI[ Ha IMOKOW YIITa W MpHCIaia BMECTO ceOst
KpacHy jeBully? — [IprHrMail OCTOSUIBLIEB, IEPEBO3YUK, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETWIIA SIpMHA, HUYYTh
HE CMYTHBILHCH €ro MpsMOro B3risaaa. OHa BHITPSMUIIA CIIMHY U MIarHysa onvke K Boge. — Tpoe ux
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HbIHUe. HakopmileHs!, yChIIJIeHBI, K TIeperipaBe rotoBbl. — Tpoe — 3To XOpoIio, TPoe — 3TO JIOAKA
POBHO MOWAET, — YCMEXHYJICS IOHOIIIA, JIOBKO CIPHITUBAs HA Kpail MOCTKOB U TIOATATUBAS ETlh. —
A TO crapasi Kapra BEYHO MHE TO JIECSITOK CKOIIOM BBITOJIKAET, XOTh 32 OOPT MpBITail, TO KPUBOTO
nerero ¢ nepernos noxacyHet. C ToOoM, KpacaBuIla, BECTH Jiena Kyja npusaTHee. Kak 3BaTh-To TeOs,
x03s1iiKa? baloH Ha Kopsire XUTPO MPHIITYPUIT KeJIThIe I71a3a, IepeBest B3MIsA C JIONOYHUKA Ha SIprHy
Y 3arOBOPIIIYECKH MTOBEJ YXOM, SIBHO OKH[Jasl, YTO JEBUIIA BCIIBIXHET MAaKOBBIM I[BETOM U pacTepsi-
ercsi.Ho fpunHa numib cMepuiia epeBo3YrKa CTPOrUM, UCTIBITYIONIMM B3IJISIIOM XO3KK M30y1iKu:
— SIpuHoii 3BaTh. A ThI, JONOYHUK, TOMEHBIIIE SI3bIKOM YelId. [oro cToaTh Oynentb — 30pbKY yITy-
cruib. — b, cTporasi Kakasi! — XOXOTHYJI IOHOIIA, ¥ CMEX €ro MpOo3ByYall HA/l TEMHOM peKon
YAUBUTEJIHO 3BOHKO U KUBO. — MeHs PaioMupoM KJIM4YyT, KOJIM 3HATH XOYellb. A 3a 30pbKYy HE
nepesxuBai, SIpunymika. Mou Becia ObICTphIE, I71a30M MOPTHYTh HE YCIeellb — yxke Ha ToM Oepery
Oymy. Pagomup noBepHyJICs K 3aCTBIBIIMM Ha TPOTIE AyIIaM M IPOTSHYJ IIMPOKYIO J1a10Hb. [lepBbiM
K HEMY HECMEJIO TOJOIIIeN MACTYIIOK. MaJIbuK pa3:kail KyladoK U Oepe’kHO OMYCTHII B PYKY IOHOIIH
CBOI0 METHYI0O MOHETKY. JIOMOYHUK TeryIo MOIMHUTHY/I MaJIbIly, TIOTPENasl ero 1o Makylike v JIETKO
TOJICAJUIT Ha HOC JIOAKM: — 3arpbiruBaii, Maner. Ha Tom Gepery otapa TBosi Tebs yke 3aXk1aach,
TpaBKa TaM COYHasi, BojKam xony HeT. Ciieiom crynwia HeBecTa. OHa MoJI4a OTJaia CBOM I'poIll U
ceJla Ha CPe/IHIOI CKaMeWKy, IS B TyMaH sSICHBIM, OTPEIIeHHbIM B30poM. TlociesHuM TsiKeso CTy-
T Ha gocku Kyrerl ['opaeid. OH oTast JTOAOYHUKY MEAHBIN I'POII, KPAKHYI U YCTPOUJICS PSIZIOM, C
YIUBIICHUEM Pa3ryisiabiBast I1ab CMOPOAMHBI, CJIOBHO HUKOT/IA B KM3HU HE BUJEJT HUUETO MpeKpac-
Hee. — [Lnara BepHasi, MeIb YMCTasi, — IOHOIIIA CIIPSATAI MOHETHI B TIOSICHYIO KQJIUTY U CHOBA B3sLJICS
3a Tspkesoe Becio. [lepen TeM Kak OTTOJIKHYTBCS OT Oepera, OH CHOBA B YIOp MOCMOTpen Ha SIpuHy u
JyKaBo nopMurHyi eii: — Hy, ObiBaid, puHyiika. 3aBTpa Ha 30pbKe CHOBa yBUaUMCS. Ha 3T0i peke
OT TOCKY BOJIKOM B3BO€IIIb, & Ha TeOsI IJISTHEIIb — ¥ BPOJIe KaK ;KMBBIM JyXOM MoBesiio. Pagomup ¢
JIETKMM TUIECKOM TOTPY3HJT BECIIO B YEPHYIO BOIY, OTTOJIKHYJICS OT Oepera, ¥ JIoJKa IJIaBHO CKOJIb3-
HyJIa B TYCTOM TyMaH, YHOCSI TpH YCTIOKOeHHbIe Ayiu B HaBwuii can. Beckope THXHiA CKpUN YKITIOUUH
OKOHYATEJIbHO PacTBOPWIICS B MpeayTPeHHeH IbIMKe. BaloH JIEeHMBO MPOBOAMII B3MJISIOM MCYe3ai0-
IIyI0 B TYMaHe JIOJKY, MPOTSKHO (DBIPKHYIT U MMOKOCWIICS Ha SIpUHY XUTPIOHIIMM KEeIThIM IJIa30M: —
«7KUBBIM IyXOM TIOBESIO», UIIIb THI. .. COJOBEN peuHO HaIlescsl, cevac OT CIaJ0CTH 3yObl CBEJIET.
Tl cMOTpH, X03s1iiKa, pOT HE pa3eBai, a TO I71a30M MOPTHYTh HE ycIeellb, caM Tebst Ha TOT Oeper
0e3 BCSIKOM TUIaThl yBe3eT. SpuHa omycTtuia poHapb, M1 Ha TEMHYIO, MEAJICHHO 3aTATUBAIONILYIOCS
psiOb OT Bece, ¥ 33[yMurBO HaxMypuiiack. ClioBa KOTa ee He 3a/1eJ1, HO B TOJIOBE KPYTHJIaCh COBCEM
apyrasi Mbiciib. — Ckaxu, baloH. .. — HerpoMKo CIpocuiia OHa, He OTphIBasi B3MJIsJa OT TyMaHa. —
A cam Pamomup. .. oH Beqp He mepTBen? [ 0OBOpUT CKJ1aJHO, CMeeTCsl 3BOHKO, U TeTlla OT HEro Bpoje
OoJbIIIe, YeM OT HaIlIMX HOUHBIX rocteid. ’KuBoi oH, uto sm? KoT HacMenuMBo JepHy ycoM, MOfI0-
11eJ1 K KPalo MOCTKOB U OCTOPOKHO TOHIOXaJ ChIPOM BO3AYX: — KHMBOW-TO KUBOH, J1a HAITOJIOBUHY.
Cepatie y Hero O6beTcs, KpOBb 1O KUJIaM OeXHT, a BOT Oeper 1B /711 Hero 3aKphIT. 3aCTpsiT KOTa-
TO Ha repenpase, ;K1BbIM B HaBb cyHysics 3a KeM-To, [a Ha3a/l Xo/a He Hares. babycs ero noxasena,
Becsa B 3yObl CyHyna. A MOKa HM yMepeTh He MOKET, HA OOPaTHO K JIOsM BepHYyThcs. Bot u Ganary-
PUT, 4TOOBI OT TOCKH BOJIKOM He 3aBbITh. CiioBa batoHa jiersii Ha ceptie S puHbI TSKEIbIM, XOIOIHBIM
KaMHeM, HO BMECTO CTpaxa MPUHECIU IeMsIee IyBCTBO TOpbKoro poxacrtsa. OHa mocMoTpesna Ha
CBOM PYKH, CKMMAaBIIIKE KOBaHYI0 pydky poHapsi. [Tox HOrrsimu Bee erte TeMHesa 3071a OT eUr, KOxka
XpaHWJIa TEeIJIo )KMUBOI KPOBH, a B TPYAX MEPHO U yIpsMo cryvaio cepaue. Ho tonky-10? «Kusoii,
na Oeper SIBU 3aKpBIT. ..» — 9XOM OTO3BAJIOCH B rosioBe. OHa Beb ObljIa TOUb-B-TOYB Takou xke. He
MepTBasi, He IPU3pavHasi TeHb U3 HOUHBIX CBETEJIOK, a KMBAasl IEBHIIA U3 TUIOTH M KOCTEH, KOTOPOM
Oobllie HET MecTa cpeau moaen. Ee oTumii oM octascs Te-To JajieKo 32 HEMPOXOIUMOM YepToi,
MJIaqIIui Oparell BeipacTeT U 3a0yrer ee nmio. Y Pagomupa Obuto Tskenoe qy0oBoe BEClo U peka,
y Hee — KpuBOoOoKasi M30ymika. [[Be KuBbIe QyIIH, MPUBA3aHHbIE K BEYHOW TIOrPAaHUYHON CITykOe.
SlprHa rpycTHO yCMEXHYJ1ach KpaelikoM ry0, BIIepBble MIOUYBCTBOBAB, UTO B STOW CTHUIOW OECKpaii-
Heii HaBu oHa He ofHa. — BBIXOIUT, TOBApUIIl OH MHE 0 HECYACThI0, — TUXO OOPOHMJIA OHA, TS,
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KaK ce/Iof TyMaH OKOHYATEJILHO MOTJIOIAET PEYHYIO IJ1a/lb. — HU MepTBbIM He HyKeH, HA )KMBBIM He
poBHs1. O0a MBI TYT... Ha IepenyThe 3acTpsii. baloH BHUMATEeIbHO TIOCMOTpET Ha Hee CHU3Y BBEpX,
Y B €0 JKEJITHIX IIa3aX Ha MUT MEJIbKHYJIO HEIPUBBIYHOE COUYBCTBHE. HO KOT TYT ke cepauTo Tpsx-
HYJI IPAaHBIM YXOM, ITPOTOHSISI HaBaKIEHUE, M TPOMKO (hhIpKHYI: — Hy BOT, OnsTh 3ariesna 3aynoKou-
Hylo! PaHo Tebe ere o cynpOMHYIIKe ropeBaTh, Xo3siiiKa. Y Te0si, B OTJIMUUE OT HEero, Nedb Teriast
na coOeceTHUK PEUUCTHIN Mo OOKOM. A OyIelbh CBIPOCTh y PEeKU Pa3BOAUThL — caMa MXOM oOpac-
tenib. Ha-ka BOT, JTyurie nesiom 3aitmuch. KOT JTOBKO MoALIenuI KOrTeM CTPaHHYIo, bIMYaTyI0 HUTh,
KOTOpasi Cepoy MayTUHOM TSAHYJIACh BJIOJb BCEW TPOMBI OT camMou M30yIku 10 TeMHOUN BOIBI PEKH.
— Crynaii cieaom U cMmatbiBail, — Besies1 baton. — Jliozickas kpyurHa 3a IOCTOSsUIbILIAMY TSIHYJIACH,
TMOKa Thl MX BeJla. Eciim octaBuIlb Ha TPONIMHKE XOTh BOJIOCOK, K HOUM BCsIKast OOJIOTHAsSI APSTHb cOe-
KuTCs JakomuThes. Cobupait gouncra. SIprHa B3JOXHYJIA, MOMpaBMia COMBIIMIACS TUIATOK U OCTO-
POXXHO B3siJIach 3a HUTh. Ha o1ymb oHa Obljla HEBECOMOM 1 XOJIOJHOM, KaK MPeJpacCBETHBIN TYyMaH, a
L[BETOM IOXOJ1JIa Ha JpeBECHbIN nernes. — U 4To ¢ Hel Jenath? — TUXO CIIPOCUJIa OHA, HaMaTbIBasi
TniepBbie 3bI0KMe BUTKM Ha Naibilbl. — Kak uro? Beperenom padorats, — ¢eipkHy baion. — Cama
1o ceGe 3Ta TOCKa AJJ0BUTA, CBIPOCTBIO ABIIIUT. A KOJIM CCYUYHIIb €€ B POBHYIO HUTh TTOKOSI J1a OT/IAIIb
MIEYHOMY OTHIO, TIeTeJT TSKeJION Meplo ocsiieT. BoT Tebe u 3BOHKast MOHETa, YTOObI B CJICAYIOIIUIA
Pa3 JIONOYHUKY 3a NIeperipaBy IIaTUTh. — JII0OOMBITHO, — C JIETKUM TIPUIIYPOM MPOTsIHYa SpuHa.
— U xorma B ¢ 3anieyHUKOM coOMpainch MHe 00 3ToM noBeaTh? [locie Toro, kKak MeHst 60JOT-
Has JApsiHb Ha 3TOH Tporie coxpaia Ob? Bl ke MeHs ogHy K CMOpoanHe cOOMpPaUCh BBICTABHTH!
BatoH nepHyn yXoM U JIeHHMBO OOMU3HYJ Jany: — Thl MPOBOJHUIA WIIM OApbIHs HA spMapKe, 4To0
TeOe Kakaylo KoUKy Harepen pacnuchiBain? B miepBblii pa3 monei Bena, BOT Mbl M IISIAEH, CO00-
pasuIlb JIM cama 1o CTOPOHAaM CMOTpeTh. — [Ipu3Haiics Jiydile, YTo U3 TOJIOBbl BOH BBUIETENO, —
orpe3aia fApuHa, nogdupas TAHYILYIOCsA MO MXy npsiky. — W y Te6s, u 'y 3aneunuka. Kot ockop6-
JICHHO 3aMep C TOHSTON JIaroid, a ero JpaHblii XBOCT HEPBHO AEPHYJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY:
— U3 ronoeei? Y mens?! Jla 51, 4ToO TH 3HaJA, CKa3KM TPEXCOT Lapeil Hau3yCTh MOMHIO, KakI0e
CJIOBO B MaMSATH JIEPKY! A TyT Kakylo-To KpyurHy 3a0bu1? CKaxelb TOXe... DTO MpoBepKa ObLIa.
HcnipiTanne Ha cooOpa3uTenbHOCTb! M ThI, MKy IPOUYMM, €T0 eBa He MPOBAJIIIIA, TIOKA HOCOM He
TKHYJI, I[IJIa BOPOH CUUTaNA. SIprHa JIMIIb MMOKavyasia roloBoi ¥ THXO B3noxHYyIa. CropuTts ¢ baloHOM
OBbLIO TMOJION 3aTeeil. DTOT ycaThlil Myapel] CKopee IPOrJIOTHIT Obl COOCTBEHHBIN XBOCT, YeM MPU3HAIT
XOTh MAJICUIIYIO OIUIOIIHOCTh. BepHyBIMCh B N30y, OHA HE CTaJsia JIOKHUThCS CliaTh. B morpaHnybe
IeHb ObUT KOPOTOK, a CiTyx0a He Teprena mycToThl. [To MocTkam y CMOPOIVHBI 3BEHENN YTPEeHHHUE
cnoBa PajioMupa, 1 MBICIb O TOM, UTO K CJIE/IYIOIIEMY PacCBETY JIOOYHUKY CHOBA IOHAHO0SATCS MeI-
HbIe MOHETHI, He 1aBasia Mokosi. — Hy 4ero 3acTbiia mocpeau ropHUIbl? — MPOCK puIes 3aneyHukK,
BBIMETAs1 30]1y U3 YCThsI Meun. — ['ocTeii cripoBagmiia — Oepuch 3a npsicauie. Camu 1o cede rpomm
B 3arHeTkKe He 3aBoastcs. Ctapas fAra 10 moyaHs OT NPsUIKKA He OTXOIWIIA, TAJIBIIBI B KPOBb CTHpAJIA,
a Thl CTOMIIb, BOPOH cUMTaelib! SpuHa Mom4a KMBHYNA, CHsJIA C JIABKU CTapylo, MOTEMHEBIIYIO OT
BpPEMEHHU PE3HYIO MPSUIKY M CeJla Ha IMPOKOE JIOHIIE Y CITIOASHOro oKoHIa. OHa HeymeJo MpuBs3aa
KOMOK CTBUIOM TYMAaHHOM KYJEJIM K PE3HOM JIONAacTH NpsUIKU. B poauTesbckoM 1oMe IpsiCTh ee TOJI-
KOM He yumii. OHa HEeyKIIokKe MOTsHYJA MaIbllaMHi KJIOYOK BOJIOKHA M CO BCEW CHJIBI KpyTaHyJa
TSDKEJIOe BEPETeHO M3 MOpPEHOro nyda. BepeTeHo ¢ riyxuM CTYKOM BBIPBAJIOCh U3 PYKH, TOIIPHIT-
HYJIO Ha JIOIIATOM TOJTy M MOKATHJIOCH IO JIABKY, a IPU3pavHasi HUTh C CyXUM IIEITYKOM JIOMTHYJIA.
— Twy THI, 6e3pyKasi! — 3aneyHuK Aaxe KOYepry BHIPOHHII OT BO3MYIIEHHS, BBIIJISIHYB U3-TI0]
miectka. — Kro x tak kpytut?! Thl utO, pemny u3 rpsaaku gepraeib? JIeBoil pyKo#l TSHU TOHEHBKO,
IJIaBHO, a MPaBOM BEPETEHO TOJIBKO JIAIOUIKOM MOAKPYUMBaK, a He IIBBIPSI Kak KaMeHb B oropof!
DBaioH Ha MOIOKOHHUKE Jaxe I71a3a He OTKPBLI, JIUIIh CApKAaCTHYHO (DBIPKHYN B ycbl: — K Beuepy
HU OJJHOW MOHETHI He Oy/eT, JIOAOYHHMK HAc caMuX B 3ayor 3adepet. SIpuHa cxkana ryosl, mojiessa
TIO0]1 JIABKY, JIOCTaJa YKaTUBIIIeeCs] BepeTeHo U cesa odparHo. Illeku nbutanu ot gocaasl. OHa cCHOBa
3anpaBuiia KOHYHMK CEpOM Ky/Ie/H U MOTBITaach CKPYTUTh HUTh. Ha 3TOT pa3 HUTh He mopBasach, HO
TIOIIIJIA Y’KaCHBIMH, YPOIUTUBBIMUA KOMKAMU: TO TOJICTas! KaK MaJiell, TO TOHKask KaK MayTHHKA, TOTOBasI
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00opBaThcsl OT Masierero B3roxa. K tomy ke cama mpu3pavHasi Kyzuesib 0O0XKUTaNa MajIblbl qyKOU
cThuTON 6051bI0. CTOMIIO KOCHYTHCSI BOJIOKOH, KaK B BUCKaX HAYMHAJIO JIABUTh: TO MOCIIBIIIUTCS BOJ-
YMIA BOM HAJl OBPAroM, TO JIe/IsiHAsI PeYHasi BOjIa OO0KIKET rOpIio, TO UyKHe CJIe3bl O00KIYT MasbIbl.
Ot 3T0¥1 AaBsIIel TOCKH y SIpUHBI KPYKIJIaCh TOJIOBA, MAJIBLIBI JPOXKAIU U IMyTanuck. — He Gopuch ¢
Hell, 1ypexa, — HEOKUIaHHO MsArdye poBopyas baloH, NpUOTKPbIB OUH KeNThIH 171a3. — Thl TOCKY
3Ty He JIOMaii, Thl €€ B JiaJ YKJaJplBall. Msrye najablamMy BeH, CIOBHO MaJloe JUTS IO T'OJIOBKE
raauiib. Crioit ei uto jid... SIipuHa nymMmHo nepepesia ayx. OrnycTuia iedu, nepecraja CylI0poKHO
HETUISATHCS 32 BEPETEHO U TUXO, YyTh CIIBIIIHO 3aMYypiIblKajia Moj] HOC MPOCTON MOTHBYMK KOJIBIOEIb-
HOU, UTO KOT 1eJ1 Houblo. [lanbipl mocTeneHHo nepectaiy aeprarbes. JleBas pyka Hay4uusiach pOBHO
BBITSITMBATH TOHKYIO IBIMHYIO TPSi/ib, 4 PaBasi — MSITKO MOAKPYYMBaTh JyOoBoe BepeTeHo. HuTh Bce
elLe JIOKWJIACh HEPOBHO, C Y3€JIKaMU U IIEpOXOBATOCTSMHU, HO YK€ HE pBaJlach, NOCIYHIHO HAMAThI-
BasiCh Ha KpyTsuieecs: BepereHo. K nomiyaHio nepsoe BepeTeHo HaKoHel NoTsikenesno. Pyku y Spunel
HBUIM OT HETIPUBBIYHOW PAOOTHI, MJIEYM 3aTEKJIM, a KOHUMKH TAJIbIIEB COBCEM OHEMENU OT XOJO[-
HOM TyMaHHOU npspku. OHAa OCTOPOXHO CHsUIA TYro KPMBOOOKHMIA MOTOK HMTH, TIOJOILIA K TEUH
Y OIyCTWJIA €T0 Ha TJIelue Yy 3arHeTky. [ledyHoit xap kaaHo Ju3Hyn npsiky. HuTth BerbixHy1a
MIPO3PAYHBIM JIa3ypHBIM OrHeM. Uepe3 MUT cepoe BOJIOKHO MCTAsIO, U B ITyOMHE FOpHUIIA, Cpeau
CEZIOTO IerJIa, TUXO 3BSIKHYJ HOBEHbKHUH, YBECUCTBIN MEIHBIN KPYIJISALI C UyTh OIUIBIBIIUMH KPasMH.
3anevyHuK MoJIoNIesN, MOTHIKAT MOHETKY 3aKOIMYEHHBIM HOr'TeM, Ope3ryIMBO MOAY/I U IPOCKPHIIENT: —
KocoOokas BbilIa, Kpast Kpusble. .. Hy 1a nagHo, Menp 3BoHKas, Bec aepxkut. Colaer 1yist epBoro
paza. laBaii, xo3siika, He paccrkuBaiics! TeOe /10 3akara ellie JBe TaKue CMOTaTh HAJIO, & TaM ellie
KapaBau MecuTh! SpuHa BeITEpia NOT co JI0a nepeMa3aHHbIM PyKaBOM, TOCMOTpeia Ha OJIECTSIYIO
MOHETKY ¥ TTOYyBCTBOBAJIA FOPAOCTD 3a cedst. OHA BEpHYIACh K MpSUIKE, cella Ha JOHIIE U CHOBA B3si-
JIach 3a BEPETEHO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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