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WcTopust 3HaeT HeMasio MTHOBEHHUI, KOTJja pellieHre OIHOTO YeJIOBeKa MEHSIIO
cynpOy 1esbIx HapoaoB.Ho 0co6eHHO MHTEPECHO ApYyroe: a 9To MPOU30IILIO OB,
ecny Obl B TAKOW MOMEHT UeJIoBeK c/elial MHON BeiOop ?CoBpemMeHHast pusrka
JOITyCKaeT CYIECTBOBaHNE MHOKECTBA BAPMAHTOB Pa3BUTHS COOBITHI — MUPOB,

B KOTOPBIX MCTOPHSI MOTJIA TIOUTH TI0 pa3HbIM MyTAM. O MOJOOHBIX BO3MOXKHOCTSIX
pasMBbIIUISIM U pU3UKH, U punocodsl. [li1st mucaress ke 3To eme U BO3MOKHOCTh
3aJ1aTh MIPOCTOU BOMPOC:«A 4TO, ecu?..»ITOT poMaH HAYHETCS UMEHHO C TaKOTO
Bornpoca.lV Bek Hareid 3pbl. Pumckas nmnepus nepexuBaeT BpeMsi BOIH, O0pPbOBI
3a BJIACTh U TIEPEMEH B TyXOBHOM W3HU oOIiecTBa. Ha ncropudeckoil ciieHe
TMOSIBJISIETCS YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY CYKJIEHO CTaTh OJJHAM U3 CAMBIX U3BECTHBIX
umriieparopoB Puma.Ero ums — Kodcrantus. icTopus 3HaeT, Kakoi BHIOOp

OH cJieJiajl. 3HAeT U TO, HACKOJIbKO OIPOMHBIMM OKa3aJIMCh MOCJIEACTBUS ITOTO
BbIOOpA U1 TIoCIeAyIomuX BekoB.Ho uTo, ecnmi ogHax 161, OKa3aBIIUCh TTEpel STUM
BbIOOpOM, KOoHCTaHTHH moCTynwT nHaue?
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I'naBa 1
[IpeaucnoBue
HWcropus 3HaeT Hemaio MIHOBEHUM, KOTJia pellieHre OJHOTO YeJIOBeKa MEHSJIO Cyab0y HeIbIX
HapOJIOB.

Ho ocoGeHHO nHTEpecHO Apyroe: YTo MPOM30IILIO Obl, €Ci Obl B TAKOH MOMEHT YeJIOBEK Clie-
J1aJT1 U’HOU BBIOOP?

CoBpemeHHas (pU3MKa JOIYCKAET CYIECTBOBAHME MHOXECTBA BAPHAHTOB PAa3BUTHS COOBITHIA
— MHUPOB, B KOTOPBIX UCTOPHS MOIJIA TIOMTH Pa3HBIMU MyTsMU. OO 3TOM pasMbIIUISIM U (PU3UKH, U
¢punocorl. Hackombko noqo6HOe BO3MOXKHO B AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH — BOIIPOC HayKu. [ljist ucaresns
e 9TO emE ¥ BO3MOKHOCTD 3a4aTh IPOCTON BOIPOC:

«A 4o, ecma?..»

ITOT poMaH HAUMHAETCS UMEHHO C TAKOTO BOITPOCA.

IV Bek Hamtei apbl. Pumckas ummnepus nepexuBaeT BpeMsi BOIH, O0pbObI 3a BJIACTh 1 epeMeH
B JIyXOBHOW XKM3HH oOmiecTBa. Ha ncropuyeckoil crieHe MOSIBASETCS YelIO0BEK, KOTOPOMY CYXIEHO
CTaTh OIHMM M3 CaMbIX M3BECTHBIX UMIIepaTopoB Puma.

Ero ums — KoHcraHTHH.

Hcropusi 3HaeT, Kakoil BHIOOp OH crenajid. 3HaeT M TO, HaCKOJbKO OIPOMHBIMH OKAa3aJIHCh
TIOCJIEZICTBHSI STOTO BHIOOpA A1 TTOC/IEYIOIIMX BEKOB.

Ho uTo, ecnm ogHaX/1b1, OKa3aBIIKCh Iepes STUM BbiOopoM, KoHcTaHTHH mocTymi nHave?

C 3TOro MOMeHTa Hallla UCTOPUsI PACXOAUTCS C TOW, KOTOPYIO MbI 3HAEM.

[Mostomy Bc€ npoucxopsinee B poMaHe — He U3JI0KEHUE PeasTbHbIX HICTOPHYECKUX COOBITUH 1
HE TOMbITKA NEPECMOTPETh UCTOPHUIO X PUCTHAHCTBA. DTO XYJOKECTBEHHAsI BEPCHS COOBITHI B MTHON
BETBH UY€JIOBEYECKON UCTOPHH — B MHPE, KOTOPHIH B KAKOKH-TO MOMEHT IOIIEN T10 APYTOid I0pore.

371ech BCTPETATCS peajibHble JIOAH, peasbHble FOCyIapCcTBa U peajbHble COOBITHS STOXU.

Ho nocrie ToukM pacxoxaeHus UX cyap0a yke MPHHAJICKUT JPYTroi HCTOPHH.

ITO poMaH 0 YeJIOBeKe, OKa3aBILEeMCs Ha PacCITyThe.

U o BbIOOpE, MOCNIEACTBUSI KOTOPOIO MOTYT OKa3aThCsl ropaso OoJblle, YeM COoCOOeH Ipe-
CTaBUTB TOT, KTO 3TOT BBIOOD Jieaer.

A Terniepp nonpodyeM 3arsSHyTh TYAQ, I NCTOPUS OfHAK b TOIIUIA NHAYE. . .

I'naBa nepBas

Ecnm ceromHs cripocuTh YesioBeka, KTo mpaBui Pumckoii ummnepreii B Havyane IV Beka, 6omb-
LIMHCTBO, CKOPEEe BCETO, OTBETUT: UMIIEPATOP.

OTBeT npaBUIbHBIN.

Ho Tonpko Hanonosuny.

IToTomy uto B Te rozel y Puma nmmneparopos 0bU10 cpa3y Heckosbko. Y eci mornelTaThesl pa3o-
Oparbcs B 3TOM 0e3 MOATOTOBKH, MOXKHO JIOBOJIBHO OBICTPO PELIMTh, YTO PUMIISIHE CAMM 3aITyTaJIUCh
B CBOEH BJIACTU U YK€ HE 3HAJIM, KTO U3 HUX IVIABHBIN.

Ha camom gerne Bc€ ObLIO ropas3go MHTEpecHee.

Ewmeé coBceM HeaBHO MMIIEpUen npaBuil onuH venosek. PopmaiibHO, pasymeercs. Ha npak-
THKE BOKPYI' HETO BCETIa HAXOAWIUCH TOJIKOBOALIBI, HAMECTHUKY MPOBUHLIMMI, CEHATOPBI, POICTBEH-
HUKU U PUABOPHbIE, KaXbI1 U3 KOTOPbIX MO UMETh COOCTBEHHOE IPEACTABIEHUE O TOM, KaKUM
JOJKEeH ObITh PUM M KTO 10CTOMH HOCUTb UMIIEPATOPCKUIA Iy PITYP.

ITpoGnema 3akimoyanack B pa3mepax camMoil UMIEpUN.

PumMckue noporu nepecekaay OrpoMHbIE IIPOCTPAHCTBA OT Jayiekor bpuranum no Erunta, ot
OeperoB ATIaHTHKM A0 3eMelb 32 EBdpatom. Iloka nmneparop Haxoauics Ha OJHOM KOHLE Aep-
’KaBbl, Ha IPYT'OM MOT BCIIBIXHYTb MATEX, HA4aThCs BOMHA WJIN MOABUTBHCS OUEPEIHOW MPETECHIEHT

6
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Ha ripectoll. YToObl J0OPAThCsI U3 OJHOTO Kpasi UMIIEPUH B APYTOi, TpeOOBAIUCH HEJICJM U MECSIIbL, a
WHOT/Ia U3BECTUE O CIIyUYMBINEMCS TIPUXOMIIO TOTA, KOTJIa MU3MEHUTB TOJIOKEHUE yxke ObLIIO HeBO3-
MOXHO.

Wmrniepatopsl moru6ami. ApMUM POBO3IJIAIIATA HOBBIX. [IpOBUHIINY TEPEXOIUIA HA CTOPOHY
nobenutens. [TotoM npesxxHuil MOOeIUTeNh CaM CTAHOBUJICS! MUIIICHBIO.

Pum nepexui Hemaso nogoOHbIX JIeT.

U rtorna venoBek 1o v¥MeHn [JMOKJIETHAH PElI, YTO UMIICPUEl Hesb3sl OOJIbIIE YIIPABJISAThH
IO CTapbIM MPaBHJIAM.

OH TpeUIOKUIT pellieHre, KOTOPOe CHavasla MoKa3aaoch MOYTH TeHUATbHBIM.

Ecnu ogHoro mmmeparopa HEJOCTaTOYHO /Jisl YIPaBJI€HUSI OIPOMHOM [E€pXKaBOW, 3HAYMT,
UMIIEPaTOPOB JOJIKHO OBITh HECKOJIBKO.

Tak mosiBUIach CUCTEMa, KOTOPYIO UCTOPUKH MO3/IHEE Ha30BYT TETPapXUed — BJIACTBIO YEThI-
péx.

Ho camu pumiisiHe He XOIWITH TIO yJIMIIAM M He TOBOpUIn: «Haila TeTpapXxust CerojiHst puHsiia
HOBBIIi 3aKOH». [[JIsl HUX CYIECTBOBAIM KOHKPETHBIC JIIOIM U KOHKPETHBIE TUTYJIBI.

JIBoe mpaBuTenel Ha3bIBAIUCh ABIYCTAMM.

D70 OBLIM CTAPIINE UMIIEPATOPBI, 0OJIAATEN N BHICIIIEH BJIACTH.

Emé nBoe Hocwmm TUTYy. 1ie3apeil. OHU CUMTAIMCh MUIAJIIIUMU COIIPABUTEIISIMUA aBIyCTOB,
MIOMOTAJIM UM YIPABJIATh UMIIEPHEl U, YTO ObLIO OCOOCHHO BaKHO, CUMTAIMCH UX OYIyIIUMHU Ipe-
eMHUKaMH.

CMbICH crcTeMBbl ObLT TPOCT.

Ecnu onuH aBryct crapen uim norudall, ero MecTo J0JKeH ObLT 3aHATh 1e3apb. Ha ocBoOo-
JMBIIIEECS] MECTO 1ie3apsi Ha3HAYaAJICsl HOBBIH uenoBeK. Takum oOpa3om, BIacTh JOJKHA ObLIa repe-
XOUTH OT OIHOTO TIOKOJIEHHS K JIpyromy 0e3 0ObIdHOM 1151 Puma kpoBaBoii 60pbObI 32 IPECTOI.

IMo kpaiiHeli Mepe, UMEHHO TaK BCE BBHIMJISIZIENIO Ha Oymare.

JIMoKIeTnaH yrpasJisi1 BOCTOUYHOM YaCThio UMIIEPUH, & €ro CONpaBUTe/ib MakcuMuaH — 3aria/i-
HOI1. PS1/IoM ¢ HUMM HaxOIMITUCh JIBa 11e3apsi, KOTOPBIM MPEICTOSIIO CO BPEMEHEM CTaTh aBryCTaMH.

Nmnepus nonyyasia He OJHOTO MPABUTESIS, a IIETYI0 CUCTEMY.

Kaskplii U3 4eThIpéXx OTBevYalsl 3a CBOK YacTh OIPOMHOM JIepKaBbl, KOMAHIOBAJl BOMCKaMH,
pelayl MeCTHbIe TTPOOIeMbl U MOT TOpa3fo ObICTpee OKa3aThCs TaM, Tjie TPeOOBaIOCh MPUCYTCTBHE
MMIIepaTopa.

st Pruma 310 MMENo OrpoMHOE 3HAYEHUE.

W nonauany cucrema AeHCTBUTENBHO padoTaa.

Ho y mo60ii ciucteMsbl ecTb ci1aboe MecTo.

B pumckoii TeTpapxuu TUM clIabbIM MECTOM OBLITH JTIOTH.

[Toromy 4TO THUTYII MOKHO IEpPEATh.

Briacte — TOXE.

A BOT XeJlaHue YesIOBeKa TOyYUTh BJIACTb, KOTOPOW OH OJIHAX[bI KOCHYJICS, MepeaaTh Apy-
romy ObIBaeT ropasio TpyaHee.

OcoOeHHO eciH 3a ero CIIMHOM CTOAT JIETHOHBI.

W 0coOGeHHO eciii 3TOT YelIOBeK YBepeH, YTO MMEHHO OH, a He TOT, KOTO Ha3HAYMJI CTapIIUi
UMIIEpaTop, MMeeT MPaBO HOCUTH Iy PITYP.

K nauvany IV Beka Pumckas umnepus yxe CTosiia Ha Iopore rnepemMeH.

W opHuM U3 Jiofieid, KOTOPBIM MPENCTOSIIO OKa3aThCsl B CAMOM IIEHTpPE ITUX MepeMeH, ObLT
mostofoit Koncrantun — cbiH umrnieparopa Koncranius Xiopa.

INoka em€ oH He ObUT BenrkuMm.

[Moka eré o BOOOIIE He ObLT UMIIEPATOPOM.

Ho Bpemsi yxe HauMHaIO0 MOIBOAUTH €r0 K TOMY CaMOMY pacIyThio, O KOTOPOM OH TOT/a,
KOHEYHO, eIllé HUYEero He 3HaJl.
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Pacniytnhe

Koncrantun poguiicst npuMepHo B 272 roay, XOTsl TOUHbIH T'OJ] €r0 POKAEHUS UCTOPUKHU OIpe-
JensioT no-pasHomy. Ero otiiom O0bu1 KoHctanimii Xiop — 4enoBek, KoTopoMy JIMOKJIeTHaH JI0Be-
PWJI OJIHY U3 CaMbIX BaKHBIX 4acTell UMIIEPUU.

Cam KoHcranumil He mpuHa/iekas K YUCIy TeX IpaBUTeNIei, O KOTOPbIX TOBOPUJIN C OMACKOW.
OH He ObUT YeIOBEKOM, IMOCTOSTHHO OKPYKEHHBIM CTPaXOM M NPUIBOPHBIMU MHTpHUramu. Ero yBa-
JKaJIM TIPEsKJie BCEro Kak CIOCOOHOrO BOGHAYaJbHUKA M JOCTATOYHO OCTOPOXKHOTO MONUTHKA. EMy
MIPUXOJMIIOCH BOEBATh HA pa3HbIX IPAaHULIAX UMIIEPUH, BOCCTAaHABIMBATh NOPSIOK B bputanuu u 'an-
JIMY, a 3aTEM CHOBA BO3BpalaThCs TYAA, I/ie MOSABJIAIACh HOBAs YIpo3a.

KoHcTaHTHH ¢ 1eTcTBa BUIEN COBCEM He Ty KHU3Hb, KOTOPYIO BUIE OOBIYHBIN PUMJISHHH.

Nmnepatopckuiil qBop He ObUT AJIs1 HETO CKa304YHBIM MECTOM, TJie TIPaBUTEN b CHIWUT Ha TPOHE,
MPUHUMAET MOCJIOB U BHICTYIIMBAET MPOCHUTENEeH. 32 BHEIITHUM OJIECKOM CKPBIBAJIACH TSIKENAS U UHO-
raa onacHasi pabota. MimmepaTtop Ao/KeH ObLT 3HATh, Ie HAXOMSATCS JIETUOHbI, KOMY TOJUUHSIOTCS
MX KOMaHJUPBI, CKOJIIBKO MPOIOBOJIBLCTBUS OCTAJIOCh B KPENOCTSAX, KaKKUe ropoja TOTOBHI IJIATUTH
HaJIOTH, a IJIe YK& HAUMHAETCS HEIOBOJILCTBO.

U rnaBHOE — OH J0JKEeH OBbUT OCTOSIHHO MOMHUTS, YTO BJIACTh B PHMe iepkaach He TOJBbKO
Ha 3aKOHax.

Omna Jepxanach Ha apMUU.

Conparsl MOIJIH JIIOOUTH CBOETO TMOJIKOBO/ALIA OOJIBINE, YeM AAJIEKOro UMIepaTtopa, KOTOporo
HUKOr/1a He Bujenu. Eciy BoeHauasibHUK 001a/iasl aBTOPUTETOM, TOCTATOYHO OBUIO OJHOTO HEOCTO-
POXXHOTO CJIOBA, YTOOBI €r0 JISTMOHBI PEIIIIN, YTO UMEHHO OH JJOCTOMH IypITypa.

[Toatomy [InokiieTnan v npuaymai CBOIO CUCTEMY.

Ona 1oKHa ObUIA UCKITIOUUTD CITYYaiHOCTb.

Nmnepatop HazHavan cebe npeeMHuKa. [IpeeMHUK 3HaJ, YTO OMHAXABI CTaHET aBryctoMm. Jpy-
IOl YeJIOBEK 3aHMMaJl MECTO HOBOTO Lie3aps. Y Kaxplil MOHUMAaJ CBOE MECTO.

ITo kpaitHeit mepe, Tak XoTeaoch [IMOKIETHAHY.

Ho cymiectBoBana eme onHa cuia, ¢ KOTOpoW He CHPaB/IsUIMCh HUKAKKE IpaBuIa.

Cembs.

Koncranmmii Xnop 6bu1 1ie3apem, a 3ateM crai aBrycroM. Ero cein KoHcTaHTHH 1Ipu 3TOM He
MOJTy4asl aBTOMaTUYECKU MIpaBa CTaTh €ro MPEEMHUKOM.

B 3TOM 1 cocTosina ogHa U3 0COOEHHOCTEN HOBOM CHCTEMBI.

CpIH UMIIepaTopa MOT OKa3aThCsl PSAAOM C IIPECTOJIOM M BCE PABHO HE UMETh IpaBa Ha HETO.

370 OBLIO HEMPUBBIYHO IJIs1 PUMCKOM Tpaguiyu. MiMriepaTtopbl MPekHUX ST0X YaCTO MbITAIHMCH
riepearh BJaCcTb COOCTBEHHBIM JIETSIM, OPaThsIM WJIM POACTBEHHHUKaM. [IMOKJIETHAH XOTes 3aMEHUTh
3Ty MPUBBIYKY CUCTEMOH, B KOTOPO JIMYHbIE KauecTBa OyAyIlero npaBUTeNsi UMeN OOJIbIle 3Haue-
HUS1, YEM IIPOUCXOKICHHE.

MmenHo nmostoMy KOHCTaHTHH B IOHOCTH OKa3aJICs BIAJIM OT OTLIA.

On Haxoawics npu gsope anepus.

dopmManbHO — KaK 4YeJIOBEK BBICOKOTO MOJIOKEHUS, KOTOPOMY I10JIarajloCh COOTBETCTBYIOIIIEE
BOCIIUTAHUE.

Ha camom penie — Kak OueHb YJOOHBIH 3aI0KHHK.

Tanepuii ObLT TIE3apeM, a 3aTeM cTai aBryctoMm Boctoka. OH mpekpacHO MOHUMAJT, KTO TaKOW
KoHcTanTHH 1 ybKM ChIHOM TOT sBJIsieTCs. [Toka Mononoi yesnoBek Haxoawscs psjaoM, y lanepus
ObLJT JOTIOJTHUTEBbHBIN phlyar BiusiHus Ha KoHcranims Xiopa.

Cam KoHcraHTHH, KOHEYHO, HE MOT' HE IOHUMATh 3TOTO.

OH poc cpeau Joaei, KOTopble YIbIOATUCh APYT APYTY 3a CTOJIOM, a Yepe3 4ac MOIIH OOCYK-
1aTh, HE CTOUT JI1 KOMY-HHOYIb U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX OTIPABUTHCS B CCBUIKY.
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OH HaOmonas 3a TeM, Kak MPUHUMAIOTCS pellieH s, Kak UMIIEPATOPbl Pa3rOBaprBaIOT C BOCHA-
YaJIbHUKaMU, KaK TOC/IbI MBITAIOTCS yrajlaTh HACTPOEHHUE IBOPA U KaK OJHO CJIOBO MOXET U3MEHUTD
CyapOy 11eJI0M IPOBUHITUM.

Jlnst Gymyiero mpaBuTesIs 3TO OBUIO XOPOIIEH IIKOJION.

Ho mikosna 3ta Oblia oracHOM.

[Toromy uto KOHCTaHTHH 10OBOJIBHO PaHO MOHST MPOCTYIO Belllb: B PUMcKkoil uMnepun Heso-
CTaTOYHO UMETh IPABO HA BJIACTb.

HyxHo nmeTs smonieil, KoTopsle FOTOBBI 3@ 3TO IIPABO CPAKATHCS.

N emni€ HykHO NepexuTh TeX, KTO CYUTAET, YTO ITO MPABO MPUHAIJICKUT UM.

B 305 romy nmpou3oriio coObITre, KOTOPOe JOMKHO ObLIIO JOKA3aTh, 4To cucTema JIMokjeTnana
padoraer.

JIBa crapmmx uMreparopa J00pOBOJIBHO OTKA3aJHCh OT BJIACTH.

JIMoKJIeTHaH Y€ B OTCTaBKY.

Bwmecre ¢ HuM ocraBwi ripecton U MakcuMHaH.

s Puma 310 ObUIO TIOYTH HeBepoATHO. MiMriepaTop He orud B 0010, He ObLT YOUT 3aroBOp-
IIMKaMH 1 He TIPOUTpasl IPakAaHCKyI0 BOHY. OH MPOCTO CHsLI ¢ ceOs MypIyp U YIIEN.

Bwmecto Inoknernana aprycrom Bocroka cran ["anepuii.

Koncranmmii X0p nmosy4uus TUTYI aBrycta Ha 3arnaje.

Kazanoch, BCE mporcxonnio MIMEHHO Tak, Kak ObUIO 3alyMaHo.

Ha mecta HOBBIX 1ie3apeii ObLIM HA3HAYCHBI APYTUE JTIOIH.

Cucrema npojoskana CylecTBoBarh.

Ho 3a BHEIIHUM MOPSAKOM Y3Ke CKPBIBAJIOCHh TO, YTO BCKOPE JOJKHO OBLJIO CTAaTh IJIABHOM MPO-
onemoit Puma.

He Bce ObUTH JOBOJIBHBI T€M, KaK pacipe/ie/niach BIaCTb.

W cpeny Tex, KOro HOBBIH MOPSIOK OCTABJISUI 32 MpeeIaMu IPecToa, ObUIY JTIOAW, CYUTABIINE
ceOs1 HIYEM He XyXe Ha3HAaYeHHbBIX TpaBUTENICH.

A pAAOM C HUMM HaXOJWINCh APMUMU.

N poscTBEHHUKY MTPEKHUX UMITEPATOPOB.

U ropona, npuBBIKIIE K CBOUM MTOKPOBUTEIISIM.

W cenaropbl, KOTOpbIE MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJIH: €CJI CUCTEMA PYXHET, UM MPUAETCS BHIOUPATh
CTOpOHY.

A Korjia puMJIsTHaM MTPUXOAMIIOCH BHIOMPATh CTOPOHY, OOBIYHO 3TO 03HAYAJIO OHO.

KT0-TO CKOpO HauHET coOMpaTh BOMCKA.

[Tocne orpeuenus [JInokieTnaHa mpoiuio COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHM, U CTAJIO SICHO, YTO CO3JaH-
Hasl UM CUCTEMa HYXJAeTCsl HE TOJIBKO B ITPAaBUJIaX, HO U B COMIACHU TeX JIONEH, KOTOPBIM MPEICTO-
SUJI0 STUMU ITPABUJIaMU TOJIb30BAThCS.

Ha Bocroke Tteneppr mpaBun l'anepuii, a Ha 3anage — Koncranumii Xinop. O6a Hocuau
THUTYJI aBrycTa ¥ (pOpMasIbHO 00711711 OMHAKOBBIMY MOTHOMOUHUSIMEU. OJHAKO MOJIOKEHUE UX ObLIO
JaJIeKo He OIMHAKOBBIM. 3a ryiedamu [ anepus cTosiia orpoMHast BOCTOYHAS 4aCTh UMITEPUH, OoraTbie
MTPOBUHIIMY, MHOTOUMCIICHHAsI apMUs U COOCTBEHHBIN MBOp. KOoHCTaHIMIA ke OTBevasl 3a 3arajHbie
3eMJIH, TJ1€ TIOCTOSIHHO MPUXOJWIOCh 3aHUMAThCSl TEPMAHCKMMU TUIEMEHAMMU, YKPETUISITh TPAaHUIIbI U
BOCCTaHaBJIMBATh MOPsIOK B bpuranuu.

Kpome Toro, Mesxy AByMsi aBI'yCTaMH CYIIIECTBOBAJIO pa3nyiue, KOTOPOe Helb3sl ObLIO 3aru-
caTh HA B OMUH O(pHUIIMATBHBIA JOKyMeHT. [‘anepuii ObLT 4eI0BEKOM, IPUBBIKIIIUM JTIOOUBATHCS CBO-
ero. OH 007131271 OrPOMHBIM BJIMSIHAEM M CUMTAJI, YTO CO3JaHHasi [JJMOKIeTHaHOM cucTeMa J0/KHA
COXPaHATHCS B TOM BHJIE, B KaKoM e€ 3aaymaiiu e€ cozaarenu. KoHcTaHiuii ObLT cTapiiie, OCTOpOXKHee
U, CyJis [0 BCEMY, 3HAUUTEbHO CIIOKOMHEe OTHOCUJICS K TeM, KTO MPUIEPKUBAJICS UHBIX B3IJIS/IOB.

ITO KacaJloch HE TOJIBKO MOJUTHUKHU.
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B vmniepun nmpopoiKaauch NpecieaoBaHusl XpUCTUaH, Hayatele eme npu Juoknernane. s
lanepust 6oppOa ¢ XpUCTHAHCTBOM ObllIa BaKHOM rocyapCcTBeHHOM 3a1a4eil. OH cuuTasl, 4TO HOBAsI
Bepa TMOJPHIBAET CTApble PUMCKUE TOPSAKH M, YTO OBUIO AJISI HETO OCOOEHHO BaKHO, CTABUT IO
COMHEHHE TPaJUIMOHHOE MPEACTABICHNE O BJIACTH UMIIEpaTopa.

KoHcraH1mii oTHOCHJICS K 9TOMY WHAYe.

OH He ObLT XpUCTHAHMHOM U He cOOMpaJics MpeBpaiaTth UMIIEPHIO B XPUCTUAHCKOE Tocyaap-
ctBO. Ho MCTpeOnsATh Jofiei TONBKO 3a TO, YTO OHU UCTIOBEAYIOT APYTYIO Bepy, CUMTAN HEHYKHBIM.
B 3amasHpIX MpOBUHIMSAX MpecieloBaHus ITpy HEM ObUIM rOpasfo Msrde, 4emM Ha Boctoke.

s Oynymero KoHcTaHTHHA 9TO MMENIO HeMasloe 3HaYeHHe.

OH BujieN, YTO OIMH U TOT K€ UMITEPATOPCKUI MPUKA3 MOKET MO-pa3HOMY BOCITPUHHMATHLCS B
Pa3HBIX YacTsIX OrpoMHOM Aepxkasbl. To, yto B Hukomenuu cuntanoch HEOOXOAMMOM roCy1apCTBEH-
HOW TIOJIMTUKOM, B ["aJijiii MOTJIO Ka3aThest OeCCMBICTIEHHOM JKeCTOKOCThIo. To, uto [anepuil cunran
MpOosiBJIEHWEM CHJIbI, KOHCTaHIMIA BOCIPUHUMAIT KaK MICTOUYHHMK HOBBIX MTPOOJIEM.

Ho noka stv pa3nuuusi He IPUBOAMIIM K OTKPHITOMY KOH(JIUKTY.

V umnepuu ObLIO CITUIIIKOM MHOTO JPYTUX 3a00T.

Ha rpanuiax moctossHHO IPOUCXOIWIIN CTOJIKHOBEHUsI, apMusl TpeOOBaIa JEHeT U MPOJOBOJIb-
CTBUS1, TOPO/IA KAJIOBAJIMCh HA HAJIOTH, A TIPABUTENN JIOJKHBI OBUTH CJISIUTSH EIIE U 32 TEM, YTOOBI UX
COOCTBEHHbIE BOGHAYATIbHIKH HE CTAJIM CITUIIIKOM CaMOCTOSITEITbHBIMH.

Nmenno nosromy KoHcTaHTHH ocTaBasics nipu asope [anepus.

Mortozio¥i 4eoBeK HaXOAMIICS B TIOJIOKEHUH, KOTOPOEe BHEIIHE MOTJIO TTOKA3aThCsl IOYETHBIM.
OH ObUT CBIHOM aBryCTa, TMOJb30BAJICS YBaKEHUEM, MOJMydasl Xopollee 00pa30BaHUe U HAXOAWIICS
Cpeny JIofe, OT KOTOPBIX 3aBUCENa CyAbOa UMIIEPUH.

Opnnako cam KOHCTaHTHH MpeKpacHO MOHKUMAJI, YTO €ro MOJNOXKEeHHe He Tak Oe30MacHO, Kak
MOIJIO TIOKa3aThCSl.

OH ObLT CBIHOM TTpaBUTENIs 3amnana, HaXOAUBIIMMCS TPH ABOpPE MpaBuTess Bocroka.

INoka ero oter ocraBajcs KUB, 3TO YCTpanBajo Beex.

Ho ecnu 661 KoHcTanmmii ymep, cutyaiusi i3MeHHIach Obl MTHOBEHHO.

Tornma BO3HUK Obl BOIPOC: KTO 3aMET €ro Mecto?

[No npaBuaamM TeTpapXxuu OTBET yke cymiecTBoBal. CleyIonM aBrycToM JIOMKeH ObLT CTaTh
TOT, KOTO HAa3HAYUT JEUCTBYIOIIAsl cCUCTeMa. POICTBO ¢ ymMepIIMM MpaBUTesieM caMo 1o cebe HUYero
HE pelao.

Ho Pumckas uMIiepusi CIMIIKOM JO0JITO KU TIO JPYTUM MPaBUIaM, YTOOBI JIIOAW 3a0bUTH O
HUX 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET.

ChIH MMIIepaTopa Bcerjia OCTaBajiCsl CBIHOM UMIIepaTopa.

W nernonepsl MpeKpacHo 3TO MOMHUIIH.

B navasne 306 roga Koncranuwmii Xnop ornpasuicsi B bpuranuio.

Tam cHOBa TpeOOBaIOCh ero MpUcyTcTBre. Ha ceBepHBIX rpaHHIIaX yCUIUIINCh HAOer, U UMIIe-
paTop permi JMYHO BO3IJIABUTH MTOXO/.

KoHcranTHH B 3TO BpeMsi ocTaBasicsi Ha Boctoke.

OH He Mor 3HaThb, YTO 3Ta MOE3/IKA OTLA CTAHET MOCIEAHEN.

JletoM mpuIio u3BecTre o ToM, uto KoHCTaHIuMi TsKeso OoJeH.

JIJ1s UMIIepaTOpCKOro JBOpa TaKve HOBOCTH HUKOT/IA He OBUTH MTPOCTO CEMEHHOM Tpareuei.
CmepTb nipaBUTENIsI O3HAYaIa U3MEHEHUE BCEH MOJMTUYECKON cuTyarmu. JIionym HaumHaIM BCIOMHU-
HAaTh CTapble JOTOBOPEHHOCTH, IPOBEPSITh BEPHOCTh BOEHAYAJIbHUKOB, OLIEHUBATh COCTOSTHHE JIETHO-
HOB ¥ [yMaTh O TOM, KTO OKQXXeTCsI CJICAYIOIIUM.

lanepuii Toxxe MOHUMAJI, K UeMy BCE UJIET.

Ecmu Koncranwmii yMmpéT, 3anmaqHast 4acTb UMIIEPUH JOJIKHA MOITYYUTh HOBOTO aBrycCTa.

W Tanepuit HamepeBasicsl caM peluTh, KTO UM CTaHeT.

KoHCTaHTHH e HaXOIWJICS CIUIIKOM JaJIeKo.
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W caummkom XopoIo MoHUMaJT, YTO €CJIM OCTAHEeTCsl TP BOCTOYHOM JIBOpE, €ro Cyan0y OyayT
pelaTh Jpyrue.

[ToaTomy OH caenait To, Yero OT HEro MEHbILE BCErO OXKUAAIM.

OH yexai.

Emy npuninock aBuratbcst ObICTpO, u30erast 3aepKeK M CTapasch He MPUBJIEKATh K CBOEMY
My TEIECTBUIO JIUIITHET0 BHUMaHU. Jlopora Ha 3amajj Oblia JI0JT0M 1 oracHo, HoO KOHCTaHTHH 3HA:
€CJIM OH XOUYET YBUETh OTIIA )KUBBIM, MEIUIUTh HEJIb3sl.

A BO3MOXHO, OH Y€ TOrJa IOHUMAJ U JIPyroe.

Ecmu KoHcranuuili ymper 1o ero npuesna, KoHCTaHTMH MOKET HaBceraa noTepsiTbh BO3MOXK-
HOCTb BEpHYTbCS Ha 3amnaj.

Nmrniepus xuna no npasuiaMm JIMoKJeTHaHa.

Ho npaBwiia umnepun cyniecTBOBaIM TOIBKO JI0 TeX IMOp, MOKA JIOAX COMIAIIAIUCh UM TOJI-
YUHSATHCS.

KoncTranTH coOupasicsi IpoBepUTh ITO Ha COOCTBEHHOM OTIBITE.

OH e1mg He 3HaJI, CTaHeT JIU KOrAa-HUOYAb aBI'yCTOM.

He 3Ha1, ckonbKo sofeit OKakeTcsl MeX/ly HUM U BJIaCThIO.

W He 3HaI1, 9TO Yepe3 HECKOJTBKO JIeT Miepe/l HUM BO3HUKHET BHIOOP, KOTOPHIH OKaKETCS BaKHEe
CaMOT0 UMIIEPaTOPCKOro TUTYJIA.

[Toka oH mpocTo exai Ha 3amnaji, HaBCTpeuy OTILly, KOTOpbI yMHpaJl B Aaji€koil bputanuu.

Kornma KoHcrantun HakoHer noOpasicst 10 bputanuu, OH ycries 3acTaTh OTIa B KUBBIX.

Koncranmmii Xiop Haxonwiicsi B D0ypakyme — Topojie Ha ceBepe OCTPOBa, KOTOPBIA CeroqHs
Ha3pBaloT MlopkoM. Tam, Cpeiu BOSHHBIX JIarepeii i yK perlIeHHiA, 3aIMIIABIIIX PUMCKyIo BpuTanmio
OT Ha0ETOB CEBEPHBIX IJIEMEH, UMITEPaTOp MPOBEN MOC/STHIE JHUA CBOEH JKU3HHU.

KoHcTaHTHH niprexast CJIMIITKOM TO3/THO JIJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI HAJIESAThCS Ha BBI3IOPOBJICHUE OTIIA,
HO JIOCTATOYHO BOBpPEMsI, YTOOBI OHU YCIIEJN YBHUIETHCS.

KoHcraniumii yxe oyt He MOT 3aHUMAThCSI TOCY/IapPCTBEHHBIMU JiejlaMu. boJie3Hb oTHUMasa
CHWJIbI, OTHAKO OH €eMIE€ COXPaHSI ICHOCTh YMa ¥ MOHUMAJI, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BOKPYT Hero. OH 3HaI,
YTO TOCJIE €r0 CMEPTH IOJIOKEHUE ChIHA CTAHET KPaliHE ONACHbIM.

Bo03MOXHO, IMEHHO MO3TOMY TOCJIEAHUE Pa3roBOpsl OTIa ¢ KoHCTaHTHHOM ObLIH [71s1 MOJIO-
JIOT0 YeJIoBeKa BaskHee JII0ObIX HACTABJICHUH, KOTOPBIE OH MOTYYMJI 3a TObI PEOBIBAHKS TIPU BOCTOU-
HOM JIBOpE.

Koncranmmii He Mor TiepesiaTh ChIHY BJIACTh IO CBOEMY keJlaHuio. TakoB ObUT MOPSIOK, yCTa-
HOBJIeHHBIN [{noknernanom. [locne cMepT OIHOTO aBrycTa ero MecTo JIOJKeH ObLT 3aHSATh YeJIOBEK,
orpeieeHHbIN AeicTByonien cucremor. Cam KoHCTaHTHH, HECMOTPS Ha MIPOUCXOXKIEHUE, HE UMEIT
HA 3TO HUKAKUX O(PUITUAILHBIX TTPaB.

Ho cymectBoBana gpyrast B1acTh, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO 3amucarh B yKase.

Jlervons!.

Conparel KoHcTanims 3Hau ero cbiHa. MHorue u3 Hux Bujieau KoHCTaHTHHA emé MOJIoIbIM
YEJIOBEKOM, a Tereph Mepell HUMU CTOSUT B3POCIIbIA MY:KUMHA, KOTOPBIM MpUeXasl K YMUpPAIOIIeMy
OTLLy ITOCJIE HECKOJIBKHUX JIET, IIPOBEJEHHBIX MpU ABope [ anepus.

JlJ1s1 1IernoHepOB MPOUCXOXKICHUE UMETIO 3HAYCHHUE.

OHM He pacCcyXAaiu O CJIOXHOM cucteMe JIMOKJeTHaHa Tak, Kak 3TO Aejajid HPUABOPHBIE
YMHOBHMKMU. 1151 HUX BCE ObUTO ropasio mpoiie. [lepea HUMu HaXOIUIICS CBIH IMITEPAaTopa, KOTOPOToO
oHU yBaxanmu. U ecim otert Oosbliie He MOT BECTH UX, TTOYeMy Obl He TIOUTH 32 €r0 ChIHOM ?

25 wmons 306 rona Koncrannuii Xiop ymep.

W nourty cpazy mocie 3Toro npou3oIuio coObITHE, KOTOPOe OKOHYATETbHO U3MEHUIIO CYAbOY
KoncrantuHa.

Ero npoBo3riacuim uMnepaTopom.

Boiicka nmogHsiM ero Ha MIMTaX U MIPUBETCTBOBAIM KaK HOBOTO MPaBUTEJISI.
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C Touku 3peHus apmun Be€ ObuTo ecTecTBeHHO. C TOUKM 3pEHUs1 3aKOHHOM CUCTEMbI — COBCEM
HA0OOPOT.

KoHcTaHTHH NOMTyYnI BJIaCTh HE IOTOMY, 4TO ero HazHaun1 [anepuii. Ero BHIOpaii IeTMOHBI.

W 310 paznuune umesno orpoMHOE 3HaYEeHUeE.

lanepwmii Haxonwiics Aajneko Ha BocToke u, pasymeercsi, He cCOOMpaJICsl TPU3HABATH PEIliCHUE
3anaaHor apmuu. OmHako youth KoHCTaHTHHA WM HEMeUIEHHO HayaTh BOMHY ObLIO ObI CITAIIIKOM
puckoBanHO. Bputanus v ["anmms Haxoquvch naneko, a KoHctaHTHH yxe o0magait TeM, 4ero Heb3sl
OBLJIO MOTYYUTh OTHUM ITPUKA30M U3 IBOpIIa, — COOCTBEHHOUM apMUel U MOAJCPKKOM JIOIeH, KOTO-
pble CUMTAJIM €TI0 3aKOHHBIM IpojoJIKaTeseM jena Koncranuus.

[Toatomy "anepuit nomen Ha KOMIPOMKCC.

On He npusHan KoHcTaHTHHA aBrycTOM, HO COIVIACHJICS ITPU3HATH €T0 LIE3apeEM.

CrapummMm aBrycrom 3anaja cran Cesep.

Tak B Pumckoi uMriepuu CHOBa 0Ka3aioCh YEThIPE TPABUTEIIA.

s yurarens XXI Beka BCE 3TO MOKET MOKA3aTbCsl CTPAHHBIM. YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOrO COJIIAThI
MIPOBO3MJIACUJIM MUMIIEPATOPOM, BJPYT OKa3bIBAETCS BCETO JIMIIb MIJIAIIUM [IPaBUTENIEM, TOIIa Kak
APYrod 4YesioBeK IMojydaer Oojiee BHICOKMI TUTYI. Ho sl pUMCKOW MOMUTUKHM TeX JIeT 3TO ObUIO
BITOJTHE JIOTUYHBIM KOMIIPOMUCCOM.

KoHCTaHTHH MOMyqrsI TUTYI Lie3apsi, BAACTb HaJl YacThIO 3araIHbIX TPOBUHIIUIA 1 TPABO YeKa-
HUTb MOHETY OT cBOero uMeHu. [1pu aToM popMasibHO OH MpU3HaBaj CTAapIIMHCTBO aBrycra Cesepa.

lanepmii MOr CUMTaTh, YTO TAKUM OOPA30M MOCTABIII MOJIOIOTO COTIEPHUKA HAa MECTO.

OH ommoarncs.

KoHcTanTHH TOXe MOHMMAJ, YTO MOTYy4YrsI Topa3io MEeHbIIe Toro, yero xoren. Ho B ommune
ot ['anepus oH 0O1aaan TepreHueM.

Emy ObUIO BCEro OKOJIO TPU/ALIATH JIET.

OH Mor XaaTh.

A PuMckast umniepus B 3T0 BpeMs IPOJOJIkKasia JBUraThCsl K HOBOU BOIHE.

[TpoGnema 3akmo4anach B ToM, yTo KOHCTaHTHH ObLT TaJIeKO HE eJUHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOpBIN curTall ceOsl BITpaBe MPEeTeHI0BaTh Ha BIACTb.

B camom Pume Haxomwiicss MakceHmii — chIH ObIBIIIEro aBrycta Makcumuana. Ero momosxe-
HHEe ObUTO 0COOEHHO OMACHBIM 1151 HOBOH crcTeMbl. OH He SIBJISUICS] 3aKOHHBIM IpaBUTENIEM, HO UMET
3HATHOE MPOUCXOXKICHUE, CBSI3U B PrMe 1 noiepkKy 3HAUMTEIbHON YaCTH CTOJIMYHON TBapIUH.

B 306 romy MakceHtumii Toxe ObUT IPOBO3MIIAIEH UMIIEPATOPOM.

W BoT TOrzA CTAN0 OKOHYATENIBHO SICHO, YTO MOPSIIOK, KOTOPBIM JlnokieTnan co3aasai MHOTO
JIET, Ha4aJl pacChaThCsl.

Tenepb B uMIiepru ObUIO yKe HE YEThIpe YeIOBeKa, MKy KOTOPHIMH CYILIECTBOBAJIM 3apaHee
ONPEJEIIEHHBIE OTHOLICHUS.

[IpaButeneii CTaHOBUJIOCH OOJIbIIIE.

Kaxpapiii 13 HUX UMen cOOCTBEHHBIE BOWCKA, COOCTBEHHBIE MHTEPECHl M COOCTBEHHOE TIpel-
CTaBJIEHHE O TOM, KTO UMEET PaBO HOCUTh UMIIEPATOPCKUII MypILyp.

lanepuii Mor Ha3HayaTh Lie3apeil.

ConpaTbl MOIJIM IPOBO3IVIAIIATH UMIIEPATOPOB.

CBIHOBbSI ITPEXKHUX MPABUTEIIEH MOTJIH MTPEABSABIATH PaBa Ha BIACTb.

Cenar mMor npu3HaBaTh OJIHOTO IIPETEHAEHTA U OTBEpraTh APYyroro.

A ropona v MpOBUHIIMYU BHIOMPAJM TOTO, KTO Ka3aJICsl UM CUJIbHEE.

Bcé 310 npourcxonusio B OqHON UMIIEpUH.

W noka HOBBIE MTPABUTENN CIIOPWIIM MEXTy COOOM, IPaHUIIbI TPOJOJIKAIN TPeOOBATh 3aIUTHI,
HAJIOTH MPOIOJIKAJIA COOMPATHCS, & MAJUIMOHBI JTIOJICH MTPOIOJIKAIIY KUTh CBOEH OOBIYHOW KHU3HBIO,
MOYTH HE MPECTaBIIsIsA, HACKOIBKO OJIM3KO PUM momomién k ouepeJHoOM rpaxJaHCKOW BOMHE.

KoHcTaHTHH OKa3aJicsi B CAaMOM Hayasie 3TOil OOPbOBI.
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[Toka oH ocraBascs ue3apem.

Ho Teneps y Hero Oblia apmus.

brsuta Bracts.

Bruto um4 ero orna.

U 6b1710 TIIaBHOE — BpeMms.

B ommume or MHOrMX Apyrux npereHAeHTOB KOHCTaHTHH He TOponwics OObsABIATH ceds
€IMHCTBEHHbIM NpaBuTeneM Puma. OH mpekpacHO MOHMMAaJ, YTO MOKA BOKPYI HEro JOCTaTOYHO
CUJIbHBIX MIPOTUBHUKOB, JIIOOOE MOCHEIIHOE IBUKEHUE MOXKET 3aKOHUUTHCS TOPAKEHUEM.

OH Hayvan yKperisaTh cBo€ nonoxkenue B ['annm u bpuranuu, nocreneHHo 3aBOEBbIBast JOBE-
puie BOWCK.

A rae-to naneko, Ha Boctoke, [anepuii Bc€ emeé Bepuii, 4TO CMOXET yAepkaTh UMIEPUIO B
paMKax co3gaHHOro [IMokJeTnaHom nopsiaka.

Bo3MOxHO, OH IEMCTBUTEBHO €I1IE BEPUJ B ITO.

Tosbko Tenepb y Pruma Obl1 HOBBIH MTPETEH/ICHT Ha BIIACTb.

N ero 3Ba;m KoHcranTHH.
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I'maBa 2

KoHCTaHTHH CTOST y OKHA U CMOTpEJT Ha Jlarepb.

CorHIle ykKe TIOUTH CKPBUIOCH 32 JIAJIEKUMH XOJIMaMH, HO BHU3Y elI€ MpooJiKaiach OObIY-
Hasl )KM3Hb BOEHHOTO ropoaa. Mexay najarkamu JBUTaIMCh COJIAAThI, BO3BPAILATIKCH C TPEHUPOBOK
HEeOOJIbIIINE OTPS/IbI, Y KOCTPOB FOTOBUJIM yXUH. KTO-TO IpOMKO CMesiicsl, KTO-TO CIIOPWJI, & TJie-TO
HETIO/IaJIEKy Ky3HEIl C TAaKOH SIPOCThI0 OMJI MOJIOTOM IO PacKaJ€HHOMY MeTaylly, OyATO MMEHHO B
9TOT Beuep OT Ka4ecTBa ero padoThl 3aBrcelia Cyb0a BCell MMIIEpUU.

Bo3Mo:xHO, Tak OHO U OBLIO.

KoHcTaHTHH OTOIIEN OT OKHA M MEJJIEHHO MPOUIENICS MO0 KOMHATE.

Ha crone nexasna ero HoBasI 1evarsb.

Panom crosia yaia ¢ BUHOM, KOTOPOTO OH MOYTH HE KOCHYJICS.

OH Bc€ eni€ He MPUBBIK K TOMY, YTO TENEpb UMEET MPABO CTABUTH 3Ty I€YaTh MOJ rocyaap-
CTBEHHBIMH PACHOPSIKEHUSIMU.

Emé HeckonpKo MecsiiieB Ha3aj] OH ObUT YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO JiepXkau npu asope [anepus.
CrHOM aBrycra, aa. YenoBekoM 3HaTHOTO IIPOUCXOKIeHUsI — Toke. Ho ipr 3ToM 10CcTaTouHo yao0-
HBIM 3aJI0)KHMKOM, KOTOPOTO HeJIb3s1 ObUIO BBIITYCKATh U3 OIS 3PEHHUS.

Tenepb OH ObLT LIE3apeM.

A 1ue3apb B PUMCKOI UMIIEpHH — 3TO yKe HE IPOCTO TUTYI.

TO BOMCKA.

HeHbru.

Bnacrts.

U oTBeTCTBEHHOCTD 3a THICSYM JIIONEH.

KoHcTaHTHH OCTaHOBWJICS Yy CTOJIA U B3$J1 IeYaTh B PyKY.

— KpacuBblii Kycok MeTajlia, — MPOU3HEC OH 3a1yMYHUBO.

3a ero CMHOU MOCJBIIAJICSA HETPOMKHUI CMEIIOK.

— BpI roBOpHUTE 0 HEll Tak, CJIOBHO COOMpAeTeCh BHIOPOCHTD.

KoHcraHTHH 00epHYJICS.

B nBepsx cTosis1 OMH U3 €r0 BOEHHBIX COBETHUKOB, IOXKWJION LIEHTYPHUOH, YK€ YCIIEBIIUH NOCe-
JETh B HECKOJIbKMX BOMHAX. OH HE CHEIN BXOIUTh, TIOKA HE MOJIyYnsI pa3pelIeHus.

— Bowign, — ckazan KoncraHTuH.

ToT BOILIEN M OCTAHOBUWJICS HAIIPOTHB.

— Ilpunum Bectu c 1ora.

KoncTanTuH cpasy nepecrtan yab0aThesl.

— Yrto0 ciyunsocs?

— B Pume nosgsusics emme oqMH uMIepaTop.

Heckobko MrHOBEHUH B KOMHATE ObLIO THUXO.

KoHcTaHTHH NOJIOKWIT TIeYaTh OOpaTHO Ha CTOJI.

— Maxkceunnuii?

— Jla.

OH yXe 3HaJ 3TO UMSL.

CbiH Makcumuana. YenoBeka, KOTOpPBIM KOIZa-To BMecTe ¢ JIMOKJIETHaHOM MpaBuil 3anajiom,
MOTOM JIOOPOBOJIBHO OTKA3aJICSl OT BJIACTH, & TEIeph, MOX0XKe, He COOUPAJICSI MUPHUTBLCS C TEM, UTO
€ro COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH OCTAJICS 3a MPe/IelaMi UMITIEPATOPCKOTO MOPSIIKA.

— Ero npoBosriacuiau conaarsl?

— IIperopuaHiipl.

KoHcTaHTUH KMBHYIL

Bot Tenepp BCE CTaHOBUJIOCH MOHSITHEE.

14



C. Cgoii. «Koncrantun — nmrneparop Puma. Paciiytshe. Betoop Bepbl. 1 Tom»

[Ipetopuanckasi rBapaus Oblia He OOBIYHBIM BOEHHBIM MofpasaeneHrneM. OHa HaXonuiach B
camMoM Pume 1 puBBIKJIa 4yBCTBOBATh ceOs1 ropas3o BaKHEe, YeM JII0OOH MPOBUHITUAIBHBIA TapHH-
30H. Ecii mpetopuaHiibl NonAepKMBaJIM YEJIOBEKA, Y HEro MOSIBJISAJICS HE TOJIBKO TUTYII, HO U CTO-
JIALA.

— A Tanepuit?

— Tlpuznan?

— [loxka Her.

KoHcTranTHH ycMexHycs.

— 3HaumT, CKOPO MPU3HAET KOro-HUOYAb APYTrOro.

CoBeTHUK ITPOMOJTYAIL.

KoHcTaHTHH nogoen K kapre.

Omna 3aHMMaIa IOYTH BCIO cTeHy. Ha Hell Oblta n300paskeHa MMITepusi — OrpOMHasl, CJIOKHas,
pasnenéHHasi JMHUAMU TpoBUHIIMEI U rpaHull. Ot bputanuu no Erunra, ot Mcnanum g0 aan€ékux
BOCTOYHBIX 3€MEJlb.

On nposén naneiieM no anmu, 3ateM 3aaepxkai ero y Uranuu.

— Eciu T'anepwuii JBMHET NPOTUB HETO apMuIo, MaKCeHIIUil HE YCTOUT.

— Ecnu I'anepwmii cMoxeT €€ Tyaa pUBECTH.

KoHcTaHTHH mocMoTpes Ha coOeceTHHKaA.

— Yro Tbl MMeeIb B BUaY?

— Cesep.

KoHcTaHTHH HMYEro He OTBETHUIL.

Teniepp OH NOHSIL.

Cesep 0bu1 aBrycrom 3amaza. [1o npaBuiaM cucTeMbl IMEHHO OH JIOJKEH ObLT peraTh cyaboy
WNranuu. Eciu anepuil npukaxer eMy BbICTYIIUTb NpoTUB MakceHuus, CeBepy NpuaETCs NOAUYM-
HUTbHCA.

Ho ecnu oH notepnuT nopaxeHue, ciaeayoIIel LeIblo MOKET CTaTh Yke He MaKceHUui.

KoncranTuH.

OH cHOBa IOCMOTpEI Ha KapTy.

Mexny lamumein u Mtanueit He CyIecTBOBAJIO TAaKOW CTEHBI, KOTOpash MOIa Obl 3aIlUTUTh
OJIHOTO TIPETEH/IEHTa OT JAPYroro. AJIbITBI ObUTH CEPhE3HBIM MPEMSITCTBUEM JIsl apMHU, HO HE IS
YeJIOBEKAa, KOTOPBIN YK€ PELInI, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKUI TUTYJI IPUHAJIEKUT EMY.

— Yro roBopsT conpatsl? — crpocui KoHcTaHTHH.

— O Makcenuu?

— O curyanuu BooOIIe.

CoBeTHUK MOXaJ MJIeYaMHU.

— Conpatam BCE paBHO, CKOJIBKO Y HAC aBr'yCTOB U Lie3apey, [oKa UM IUIATAT U BeAyT UX TyAa,
I7ie ecTh nodena.

KoHcraHTHH yIBIOHYCS.

— A Korja nepecraror IIaTUTh?

— Toraa oHM HAYMHAIOT UHTEPECOBAThCsl, KTO UMEHHO CUJIUT Ha TPOHE.

710 OBLT XOPOIIIUI OTBET.

KoHCcTaHTHH MOIOIIEN K OKHY.

Ha ymuue yxe 3axuranuch nepsble ¢akessl. Betep npuHOCHI 3amax JpIMa U CIPOM 3€MUIIN.
I'ne-To nanexo 3ap:xana jomap, U €l TyT K€ OTBETWIN APYIHUe.

OH cmoTpen Ha orau u gymadn o l'anepun.

Tor HaBepHsKa yxke NOTy4YnI u3Bectus o MakceHuuu.

N HaBepHsaka BcriomuHan 0 KoHcTaHTHHE.

Bo3moxHO, uMeHHo ceituac ["anepuil peman, HACKOJIbKO ONAaceH MOJIOION 1ie3apb, KOTOPOTO
KOIJJa-TO AEepXkKaJl IIPU CBOEM JIBOPE.
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KoHcTaHTUH HEBOJILHO BCIIOMHUJT MOCJIETHUE MECSIIbI TaM.

OH xopotio nomHwI B30 [anepust.

ToT HUKOTJa He TOBOPWIT JIMIITHETO. Jlake KOraa rOBOPMII O COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIYHBIX BeIlax, Y
HEro OCTaBaJIoCh OIIYIIEHHE YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBII OIHOBPEMEHHO JYyMAaeT O YEM-TO JPYTOM.

KoncranTyH Torna ObL1 MOJIOZ, M eIé He 00J1a1a)l COOCTBEHHON BJIACTHIO.

Tenepb BCE U3MEHUIIOCH.

W Tanepuit 310 noHUMmal.

— TMocnanHuK MpUOBLT, — pas3aajcs rojioc y ABEpH.

KoHcTranTHH noBepHyics.

— Ortkyna?

— Or aBrycra l'anepus.

B komHare crajio Thxo.

KoHcTaHTUH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] CMOTPE Ha CBOETO COBETHUKA, 3aTEM CITIOKOMHO CKa3al:

— Ilyctb BOUIET.

[Mocnannuk okazasncst MosiofbiM odputiepoM. OH BOIIEN, OCTAHOBUJICS Ha TIOYTUTEILHOM pac-
CTOSIHUU U TIepeial CBUTOK.

KoHcTranTHH pa3BepHyJI ero.

ITucbMO OBLIO KOPOTKHM.

[aepuii mo3apaBisiI ero ¢ Ha3HAYSHHUEM TIe3apeM, BhIpakall HaJIeK Iy Ha BEPHOCTh U COOOIIA
0 HEOOXOIUMOCTU COXPAHUTH MOPSAOK B 3aaIHBIX TPOBUHIIUSIX.

O MakceHiuu He ObLIO CKa3aHO HH CJIOBA.

Koncrantun gounTtan muchbMo 0 KOHIIA M MEJIJIEHHO CBEPHYII €ro.

— Yt0 TamM? — CIPOCUIT COBETHHUK.

— Hwugero ocobenHoro.

— Toraa nmoyemy Bbl Tak CMOTpUTE?

KoHcTranTHH ycMexHycs.

— IlotoMy YTO YeIOBEK, KOTOPHIM HUYETO HEe TOBOPHUT O CAMOM Ba)KHOM, OOBIYHO TOBOPHT
MMEHHO 00 3TOM.

OH moaoNIeN K OrHI0 ¥ OPOCKIT CBUTOK B ILIaMS.

[MepramenT ObICTpO MOTEMHEN. ByKBBI MCUe3/H, Kpasi TUCTa CBEPHYJIUCH, U Uyepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MIHOBEHUH OT MHUChMa OCTaJIaCh TOJIbKO TOPCTKA Teruia.

KoHcranTuH cMoTpest Ha OroHb 70 TeX MOp, MOKa MOCIeAHUI KyCOUeK MepraMeHTa He Ucyes.

OH yXe MOHMUMAJT, YTO TPOUCXOMUT.

MakceH1uii OpOoCHIT BHI3OB CHCTEME.

lanepuii He coOupasics O3BOMIATh eMY YIepKaTh BIACTb.

CeBep CKOpO OKakeTcs mepe]; HeOOXOMMOCTBIO BHICTYITUTh TPOTUB PrMa.

A cam KoHCTaHTHH JIOJKeH ObUT PeIliTh, HA Ybeill OH CTOPOHE.

N B 3TOT MOMEHT BHEpBbIE 32 JOJITOe BPeMsl OH MOUYBCTBOBAJI HE CTpax.

OH nouyBCcTBOBAJ MHTEPEC.

[TotomMy uTO BriepBbIe Tiepel HUM OTKPbLJIACh BO3MOKHOCTh CAMOMY BBIOMPATh CBOIO CYABOY.

o 3TOrO 3a HEero penaIu Jpyrue.

JIMoKIeThaH npuayMa CUCTEMY.

lanepuii onpenensii, KoMy OBbITh IIe3apeM.

Orel1 CTyXWJI UMIIEPUU U YMUPAJI, OCTABUB €My TOJIBKO UM U MTaMSITh.

Ho tenepr KoHcTaHTHMH HaxXonuics 34€Ch OQVH.

[lepen HYM Jiekana OrpoMHasi Kapta UMIEpUH.

W BriepBbie Ha TON KapTe MOSBUIOCh MECTO U /ISl HETO CamMoro.

OH ené He 3HaJl, KAKUM CTaHET €ro MyTb.

Ho yxe noHnMan riaBHoe: 00paTHO B MPEKHION JKU3Hb TOPOTU HET.
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A rae-To naneko, B Pume, MakceHIui Toxxe CMOTpe Ha KapTy.

W 06a MyX4rHBI TIOKA eIE€ He 3HAJIM, YTO OJHAKIbI UM MPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS.

Houb B narepe npornuia HecriokoiHO. KOHCTaHTMH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpOCHIIAJICS OT 3BYKOB,
JOHOCHUBILIUXCSI C YJIUIIBI, XOTSI CaM HE MOT CKa3aTh, YTO MIMEHHO €ro TPeBOXUI0. Bpoze Obl Bc€ ocra-
BaJIOCh MO-TIPEKHEMY: YaCOBbIE HECIIU CITykO0y, KapayJibHble KOCTPbI TOPEJIH BAOJb JOPOTH, B Ka3ap-
Max TMOCTENEeHHO CTUXAJIU rojioca ycraBumx congar. OqHako mocse u3BecTHsi 0 COObITHSIX B Pume
MIPUBBIYHBIN MOPSAIOK BellleH yKe He Ka3aJcsl TAKUM Ha/IEKHBIM.

VY1pom KoHCTaHTHH OTHpaBMIICS K BOMCKAM.

OH He IO AONTO CUJIETH B TIOMEIIEHHH, KOTIa PSIOM HAXOIMIUCh conaatel. OTelr Koraa-To
OOBSICHWJ €My, UTO apMUsI JOJDKHA BUJIETh CBOETO MMITEpaTopa He TOJIBbKO BO BPEMsI TOPXKECTBEHHBIX
uepeMoHuil. YenoBeka, KOTOPOro COJIAATH 3HAIOT B JIMLIO, UM FOPa3/I0 TPyAHEE PEACTaBUTD JAIEKUM
Y 4yKUM BJIACTUTENIEM.

KoHcTanTH 1€ BAOJB CTPOS, OCTAaHABIMBASICH TO BO3JIE OHOTO MOJPA3Je/IeHUs], TO BO3JE
apyroro. OH pa3roBaprBajl ¢ KOMaHIMPAMH, CITPAIIMBAI O CHAOKEHUN, UHTEPECOBAJICS COCTOSTHUEM
Jomanen u opyxus. Bormpocs! ObLIM MPOCTHIMU, HO OH BHUMATEIBHO CITYIIAJ OTBETHI, HE ITOKA3bIBasI
BU/IA, €CJIM CJIBIIIAJ YTO-TO HENPUSTHOE.

B kakoii-To MOMEHT K HeEMY TOAOIIEN MMOKUIION JIETUOHEP.

OH ObL1 yXe He MOJIOfI, JIUIIO €ro MepeceKall CTaphli IIpaM, a Ha MPaBOW pyKe He XBaTaso ABYX
TaJIbLIEB.

— T cbin KoHcTanus? — cripocuit oH.

Oduuiepsl psioM cpasy HapAIUCh, HO KOHCTaHTHH KeCTOM OCTAHOBWJI HX.

— Jla.

ConpaT HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl CMOTPEIT Ha HETO, CJIOBHO IBITAJICSl CPABHUTh HBIHEIIIHETO Y€JI0BeKa
C TEM MaJIbYMKOM, KOTOPOI'O KOI/1a-TO BUJEJ PSIOM C UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Tloxox.

— Ha otmia?

— Oco6eHHO KOr/ja MOJTUHIIIb.

Heckosnpko yenoBek psaoM yCMEXHYIIUCh.

KoHcTaHTHH TOXe YABIOHYIICS.

— A korja rosopio?

— Bor 3710r10 emmgé He 3Haro.

Crapuk MOKJIOHUJICS U OTOLIEN.

Koncrantun mpoBonui ero B3risaoM. I1oqoOHble BCTpeun Ka3zaiuch HE3HAUYMTEIbHBIMHU, HO
MMEHHO U3 TaKHX MeJIoUel CKJIaJIbIBAJIOCh TO, UYTO OBUIO JJIsSI HEro ceilvac BakHee JIIoOoro opuim-
asipHOTO TUTY1A. CONAATHI IOJKHBI OBLITM CUMTATh €70 CBOMM.

He uesapem.

He cpiHOM aBrycra.

CBOMM KOMaHIUPOM.

B TOT )€ 1eHb NPUIILIO HOBOE U3BECTHE.

Ha stoT pa3 oHo ObUIO ropasao cephe3Hee.

Cesep BeicTynuI U3 Mennonana v ABUHYICA Ha Pum.

KoHcranTuH npounTan JoHeceH!e TBaXIbl.

— 3Hauur, [asiepuii BCE-Taku perui BMeaThCsl, — CKa3asl OH.

[TocnaHHUK KMBHYII.

— CeBep noyyuJ1 IPUKa3 BEPHYTh TOPOJ, MO BJACTh 3aKOHHOTO ITPABUTEJIbCTBA.

— A Makcennmii?

— Cobupaert BO¥CKa.

KoHcranTuH 3agymascs.
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OH xopo1o noHuMal, 4ro ceityac npoucxoaut. [loka Makcenumii Haxonuics B Pume, ero
TMIOJIOXKEHNE KA3aJIoCh TOYTH MPOYHBIM. Y HEro ObUla MPEeTOpUaHCKas TBapaus, MOMAEPXKKa JacTH
ceHara 1 uMs ero otia. Ho nporus Hero Beictynana apmusi Cesepa, a 3a CeBepoM crosut [anepuii.

Ha mepBbiii B30I icX0f ObUT OYEBH/ICH.

Opnnako KoHCTaHTHH yke Hayuwicsl He JOBEPATh OYEBUIHBIM BELIAM.

— CkonbKo Boiick y Makcenuus?

[NocnanHWK Ha3Ba MPUOTUZUTETHHOE YUCIIO.

KoHcranTrH Haxmypuiics.

— Ay Cesepa?

Yucno okazanock OoJblIe.

— Torna MakceHiuid Tpourpaer.

— BosmoxHo.

KoHcTanTHH nogHsI rasza.

— Twl He cornacen?

— 1 HuKOra He BUJIEIN, YTOOBI PUMIISIHE JIETKO CIABAJIM COOCTBEHHBIN TOPO]I.

KoHCTaHTHH HUYEro He OTBETHUIL.

OH nofomén K Kapre U cHoBa nocMotpesnt Ha Urtanmuio. Ha 3TOT pa3 ero untepecosaso He TO,
YTO MPOUCXOMIIO Celvac, a To, YTo OyleT MOTOM.

Ecmu Cesep nobeaut, nonoxkenne Koncrantuna craner cioxkHee. OH ocTaHeTcs 11e3apeM, HO
PSIIOM C HUM OKaKeTCsl CUJIbHBINA aBryCT, 00SI3aHHOCTBIO KOTOPOTo OyZIeT CeUTh 3a 3anajaoMm.

Ecmm nobeaut MakceHuuii, cucrema JInokJieTHaHa MoMy4ynT eme OfauH yaap.

A ecnu MakceHnmii ynep:kuT Pum, paHo wiu no3gHo emy npuaeTcs CToJIKHYThes ¢ [anepuem.

W torna BO3HMKHET BONpPOC, KOTOPBIM ITOKa HUKTO HE 33/1aBajl BCIyX: HA YbEl CTOPOHE OKa-
xetcst Koncrantun?

OH OTOIIEN OT KapTHl.

— [Toka MBI OCTaéMCH 31€Ch.

CoBeTHUK NOCMOTPE Ha HETO C YIUBJICHUEM.

— He cobupaerech BMemmBarbcs?

— Her.

— Ho eciiu CeBep notepnut nopaxeHue. ..

— Toraa Mbl y3HaeM ropasjio OOJbIIe O TOM, Yero CTOMT MaKCeHIHI.

KoncrantuH cen 3a croi.

OH He XOTes1 BMEIUBAThCs B 3Ty O0pbOy, CUMTAast UTO 3TO CIUIIKOM paHo. [loka apyrue mpe-
TEH/IEHTBI Ha BJIAaCTh ObUIM 3aHATHI APYT APYTOM, OH MOJTydYasl CaMoe HIEHHOE, YTO TOJIbKO MOT TTOJTy-
YUTbh MOJIOJION TIPABUTEIb, — BPEMSI.

OpHako yepe3 HECKOJIBKO HEJleJb MIPUIILIO U3BECTUE, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBUIIO €0 U3MEHUTh MHe-
HUE.

Cesep norepnes nopaxeHue.

Ero Boiicka Hayayim nepexoauTs Ha ctopoHy MakceHuus, a cam Cesep orctynui B PaBeHny.
Tam oH HajesIcs yKPHIThCS 3a KPENKMMU CTEHAMU U 10K 1aThCsl IOMOLIH.

Ho nomonip He npunia.

MakceHIui TPeAIoKIIT eMy KU3Hb B OOMEH Ha KaruTYJISLHIO.

Cesep cornacuics.

A 3atem ObLT yOuT.

Korma KoHcranTuHy cooOmumm 00 3ToM, OH JIOJTO MOTYAI.

OH y:xe NpUBBIK K TOMY, 4TO B PrMCcKoi1 nMIiepun Bi1acTb peaxo nepeaaércs MupHo. Ho cmepts
CeBepa o3Ha4asa ropaso O60Jblie, 4eM ruoesb OHOTO YesIOBEeKa.

Teneps mexay KoHcTaHTHHOM M MaKkCeHIIMEM OCTaBAJIOCh MEHBILE IPErpaj.

A mexay MakceHumeMm u [asiepueM — 1oyTH OTKpBITAasi BOMHA.

18



C. Cgoii. «Koncrantun — nmrneparop Puma. Paciiytshe. Betoop Bepbl. 1 Tom»

— Yro genaer [anepuii? — cripocuin KoHcTaHTHH.

— Cobupaet apmMHIo.

— 3Hauurt, ckopo noiaer Ha Urtanuio.

— Ckopee Bcero.

KoHCTaHTHH NOIOIIEN K OKHY.

BHM3y conpaThl rOTOBUIHCH K ouepesiHoMy repexony. Kto-To ceaman sommanei, KTo-To mpo-
BEpsUT PEMHH HA IIIUTaX, a PSIJIOM C BOPOTAMH YK€ BBICTPAMBAJICS HEOOIBILION OTPSII.

OH cMOTpen Ha HUX U JyMaJl O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CTPAHHOM CTaJla ero Ku3Hb.

Emg coBcem HegaBHO OH OBUT MOUTH TUIEHHUKOM [ asnepus.

Ternepb caM KOMaHIOBaJI BOWCKAMHU.

Eme HenaBHO ero cyapOy onpeessiiu JIIAU, CUICBIIE B UIMIIEPATOPCKUX JBOPLIAX.

Tenepb 3TH MOAM HaYaIM IOrUOATh OVH 32 APYTHM.

W BcE 310 MPOMCXOAMUIIO MOTOMY, UTO YEThIPEe MPABUTENsI, KOTOPBIX IMOKJIeTHaH KOTIa-TO CUH-
TaJl JOCTATOUYHBIMHM ISl YIIPABJIEHUS] UMITEpUEl, TIOCTETNIEHHO MPEBPAIAIMCh B HECKOJIBKUX COMep-
HUKOB, KQKJIBII U3 KOTOPBIX XOTEJ OCTaThCs €IMHCTBEHHBIM.

KoHcTaHTHH NIOKa HE CTPEeMIICS CTaTh €TUHCTBEHHbIM.

Ilo kpaiiHeit Mmepe, OH HE TOBOPUJI TOTO HUKOMY.

Ho xora oH cHOBa mocMOTpest Ha KapTy, ero B3I 3aaepxkaics Ha Pume.

W BniepBbie OH TO3BOJIHI ceOe MOAyMaTh O TOM, YTO KOTrAa-HUOY/Ab MOKET BOUTH Tyla HE Kak
rOCTh ¥ HE KaK ChIH UMIIepaTopa.

A Kak 4YesnoBeK, KOTOPOMY MPUHAIEKUT BeCb PuMm, Best uMmepusi.

OH TyT e OTOTHaJI 3Ty MBICIIb.

IMoka eré ObIIO CUIIKOM PaHo.

INoka y Hero He ObLJIO HU JIOCTAaTOYHOM apMUM, HU IPUYMHBI UATH HA IOT.

Ho ucropus yxe Hayasa CKJIaapIBaThCs TAKAM 00Pa3oM, UTO MPUIMHA 00SI3aTEIBHO TIOSIBUTCSL.

W xxpath e€ ocTaBajioCh HEOJTO.

Bectb 0 rubenn Ceepa OBICTPO pacHpOCTPaHMIIACH TIO 3aMaJHBIM MPOBUHIMAM. B Kaxaom
ropojie e€ nepeckasblBajv M0-CBOEMY, 100aBJIsIs K U3BECTUSIM CITYXH U Aoragku. OJJHA TOBOPHIIH, UTO
MakceHIuit oka3aJicsi ropa3io CUJIbHEe, YeM MPeAIonarajy ero MpoTuBHUKY, APYTUe YBEPsUIH, UTO
32 HUM CTOUT caM OBbIBIIMK uMIepaTop MakcMMuaH, KOTOPBI CHOBA PEIINI BEPHYTh ceOe BIIACTb.
Ha rpanumnax sxe ciyxu nprodperanu eme 6oiee TPeBOKHBIN XapaKTep: COJAAThl HAYMHAIN Ta1aTh,
KOMY TeTiepb MPUCSTATh U KTO CJACAYIOIIUM IMOTYyYUT My pITyp.

KoHcraHTHH cTapasicsi He OKa3biBaTh, HACKOJIBKO BHUMATEIILHO CIIEAUT 3a poucxonsumm. OH
MPOJOJIKA 3aHUMAThCSl TEMU JIeJIaMU, KOTOpPBIE TIOJIarajiuch eMy Kak npasutenmio [ammim u Bpura-
HUH, IMYHO TIPOBEPSIT COCTOSIHUE BOMCK, IIPUHUMAJI IIPE/ICTABUTEIIEN TOPOIOB U pa3dupalcs ¢ Kajo-
O6amy HaMecTHUKOB. OJTHAKO KaK/BIil Beuep eMy JOCTaBJIsUIM CBEXHUe JOHeceHus u3 Utamuum u ¢
Bocroka.

C kaxpIM HOBBIM ITUCBMOM IOJIOKEHUE CTAHOBUIIOCH 3aITyTAHHEe.

lanepwmii He coOupasics mpu3HaBaTh MakceHius. st Hero ToT ObLT y3ypIriaTropoM, HapyIIvB-
IIMM YCTaHOBJIGHHBIN MOPSIOK. MakceHIui, B CBOIO o4epe/ib, YTBEPkKAaJl, YTo 3aiuinaetr Pum ot
MPOM3BOJIA BOCTOYHOTO MPABUTEINSI U UTO €r0 BJIACTh MOIAEPKUBAET CaM TOPO/.

Mesxy cooii UM yke ObUIO He TOTOBOPHUTHCS.

Becnoii 307 roga I'anepuii 1Bunya Boiicka B Utanuio.

370 OblTa OrpOMHAS ApMHUSI, XOPOIIO OOyUeHHAas! U TMPUBBIKIIAS K TSDKENBIM roxonam. Kaza-
JI0Ch, 4TO Tociie nopaxkeHus: CeBepa MakceHIMIA HE CMOXKET AOAro conpoTuBnsThesi. Ho Pum oka-
3aJICsl COBCEM HE TEM MECTOM, TJIe YUCIIEHHOE MTPEBOCXOCTBO ABTOMATHUECKH O3HAYAIO MO0y .

MakceHnuii He Bblies HaBcTpeuy ['anepuio B oTKpbIToe 1osie. OH yKpenw ropoja, NepeK pbii
JOpPOTH Y 3aCTaBUJI MPOTUBHUKA TPATUTh BPEMsI M CHJIbI HA Ocabl. [asiepuii mponBuraics: Boepén,
HO YeM JJaJIbllie YXOAWJ OT CBOMX 0a3, TeM CJIOKHee CTAHOBUIJIOCh CHAOKEHME.
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KoHcTanTvH BHUMATENIBHO CEIUIT 32 3TOM BOWHOM.

OH noHUMaJI TO, Yero, BO3MOXKHO, HE XOTesl 3ameuarth [anepwuii: B Pume HaunHaiack 6opbroa
HE MPOCTO MEXTy IByMs MPETeHIeHTaMH. DTO CTAHOBUJIOCH OOPHOOI MEXIy pa3HBIMHU ITpeCTaBIIe-
HUSMU O TOM, KaKUM JIOJDKEH OBITh FIMITEPATOP.

lanepwmii onupacs Ha co3JaHHBIA [{MOKIeTHAaHOM MOPSAAOK. i Hero BaKHbI ObUIA TUTYI,
Ha3HAYEHHUE U MOTYMHEHNEe YCTAHOBJICHHON CHUCTEeME.

Makcennwii ormupaics Ha Pum, Ha rBapauio, Ha cCOOCTBEHHOE MPOUCXOXKICHUE U Ha HeJOBOJIb-
CTBO YacCThI0 CTOJIMYHOM 3HATH.

A KOHCTaHTHH OKa3ajcs MeX/1y HUMHU.

OH opMasbHO OCTaBaICs 11e3apeM U pu3HaBa [ajiepusi, HO OTHOBPEMEHHO BCE sICHee MOHU-
MaJl, 4TO TOT ke [ajiepuid HUKOr/1a He MO3BOJIUT €MY CTaTh CJIUIIKOM CHIIbHBIM.

KoHCcTaHTHH He TOPONUIICS BHIOUPATh CTOPOHY.

Emy ObL10 BBITOHO, YTOOBI €10 TPOTUBHUKH MTPOIOJIKAIIN OCIAOIATh APYT APyTa.

Bckope 3T0 cTano oueBUaHO U IPYTUM.

Opnax bl Beuepom, Korjaa KoHCTaHTHH cuen ¢ HeCKOJIbKUMU BOGHHBIMU COBETHUKAMMU, OIVH
W3 HUX CIIPOCHIT:

— Tlouemy BbI He TipejIaraete nomoins [ anepuio?

KoHcTaHTHH mocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— A 3auem?

— [loroMy UYTO OH 3aKOHHBII aBI'YCT.

— Ceroaus.

CoBeTHUK ITPOMOJTYAIL.

KoHcTaHTHH npoIoKuIL:

— Ecu 3aBTpa OH cTaHeT cuiibHee BCEX OCTAIbHBIX, KOMY ITOHAI00TIOCH 517

HukTo He oTBeTHMII.

B 3TOM 1 3akJT0uanachk riaaBHasi onacHOCTh nosioxeHus: Koncrantuna. OH MOT CKOJIBKO YTOIHO
coOMIoIaTh TIPaBUJIA M OCTABAThCSI BEPHBIM TUTYITY, TIOydeHHOMY OT ["anepusi, Ho B monuTuke Puma
BEPHOCTh PE/IKO BO3HATPAKIAIaCh HAJONTO.

CAuIIKOM MHOTOE 3aBHCENIO OT TOTr0, HACKOJIBKO ThI MOJIE3€H B JAHHBIN MOMEHT.

A KOHCTaHTHH MOCTENIeHHO CTAHOBUJICS CJIUIIIKOM ITOJIE3HBIM, YTOOBI €r0 OCTaBUTH B MOKOE.

OH KOHTPOJIMPOBAJT 3HAYUTEIIHHYIO YaCTh 3ariajia. 3a HUM CTOsUIU JieroHbl. Ero yBaxanu coi-
natel. OH ObLT chiHOM KoHcTanmms Xiopa, KOTOporo MoMHUJIM eli¢ OYeHb MHOTHE.

Kpome Toro, y Hero ObU10 TO, 4ero He ObLIO Y OOJNBIIMHCTBA CONIEPHUKOB, — BpEMsI.

OH He O6pocasics B 60pbOy 0e3 HEOOXOIMMOCTH.

On HabOmoaI.

Kpan v yuncs.

A TI0Ka Apyrve UMIepaTopbl TPATUIM CUJIbI HA BOMHBI, KOHCTAHTUH YKPEIUIssT CBOU MO3UITUN
B ["asmum.

OH MoHMMAJ, YTO KOTIa-HUOYIh eMy MPUIETCS BHICTYITUTb.

Bonpoc 3akiiouasncst ToabKo B TOM, MPOTUB KOTO.

B Pume Tem BpeMeHeM ITPOMCXOIVIIN COOBITHS, O KOTOPhIX KOHCTAaHTHH MOKa He 3HAJI.

MakceHiumii Bc€ yailie BCIOMUHAI O CBOEM OTIIE.

MakcrumuaH, Korja-To 100pOBOJIBHO OTKA3ABIIHUICS OT BJIACTH BMecTe ¢ JIMOKIeTHAHOM, BHOBb
oKazaJics psiyioM ¢ cbiHoM. CTapuk 001a1a1 OrPOMHBIM OITBITOM M IMPEKPACHO TIOHUMAJI, UTO BJIACTh
MakceH1us AepKUTCS Ha CIIUIIKOM IIATKOM OCHOBaHHH.

Emy ObIJI0 HeJOCTATOUHO BUICTH CBIHA UMIIEPATOPOM.

OH xoTen BepHYTh cebe COOCTBEHHOE BIIUSTHUE.

Chauana KoHCTaHTHH 00 9TOM HAYEro He 3HaJ.
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3aTo BCKOpE MOy4rII U3BECTHE, KOTOPOE 3aCTABUIIO €0 BIIEPBbIE 3a/lyMaThcsi 0 MakcuMuaHe

COBCEM HMHayc€.

BHIBIIHI aBI'YCT MPEAIOKIIT 3aKTIOUUTh C HUM COI03.

[penioxkeHure OBLTO HEOKUIAHHBIM.

KoHCTaHTHH IpoYMTAT TMCHMO JI0 KOHIIA, 3aTeM MepPevrTaN ero eIg pa3 v MOJIOXKUI Ha CTOJL.
Makcumuan mpeiarai eMy To, 4ero B Pume Bceriia He XBaTajio MOJIOABIM MPABUTENISAM, —

POJICTBO M MOJJIEPKKY.

JEH.

V Hero Obiia goub Paycra.
Ecnu KoHcTaHTHH cTaHeT e€ MyXeM, OH OKaKeTCsl CBSI3aH ¢ ceMbe MakcuMuaHa.
JI7151 yenoBeka, KOTOPbIN TOJIBKO HEJABHO MOy YHIT TUTYJI 1Ie3apsl, TAKOM COI03 ObUT OYEHb BBITO-

Ho KoHcranTuH npekpacHO OHUMaI U Apyroe.

MakcumuaH He el oJapKoB.

Ecnu crapslil uMniepaTop npeajiaraer coio3, 3HaUuT, EMy CaMOMY YTO-TO HYKHO.
— Yro ckaxerib? — cripocusl KOHCTaHTHH y COBETHHKA.

Tot noaro u3yyan nucbMo.

— Eciu 310 J10By111KA, TO OYEHb XOPOIIO MPUTOTOBJIEHHAS.

— A eciu Het?

— Torma 3T0 BO3MOXHOCTb.

KoHcTanTHH CHOBA B31J1 IUCHMO.

On nogyman o l'anepun.

O Makcenuumu.

O Puwme.

O ToM, 4TO en€ HeJaBHO BCE TH JIIOIU CUYMTAINUCh YACThIO OIHOW CUCTEMBI.
Tenepb OHM MOCTENEHHO MPEBPALIATUCH B IPOTUBHUKOB.

OH ynbIOHYIICS.

— 3HauuT, NpUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS ¢ MaKCUMUaHOM.

CoBeTHUK MOAHSI IJ1a3a.

— BuI cornachbl?

— 41 cormaceH BCTPETUTHCA. DTO HE OJHO U TO KeE.

Tak B xu3HM KOHCTaHTHHA MOABWIICS €€ OIVH YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIil BIIOCJIEJCTBUM ChIIPaeT

BaXXHYIO POJIb B €r0 CyabOe.

N Bmecte ¢ Hum nosieuiach Paycra — KEHINMHA, KOTOpasi CTAHET €ro kKEHOU.

IToka HUKTO U3 HUX HE 3HAJ, HACKOJIBKO JIOPOrO HEKOTOPHIM U3 HUX OOOMAETCS STOT COI03.

A cama umrnepus pojoJIkKasa IBUraThCsl K BOMHE.

lanepuii orcrynan uz Uranuu.

Makcenumii ykperuisicsi B Pume.

KoHcranTHH cTaHOBUJICA BCE cUJIbHEE Ha 3amaje.

U rae-to panexko Ha Boctoke monu ["anepust y:ke HauMHAIM IOHUMATh, YTO MPEKHEW CUCTEMbI

OoJIbIIIe HE CYILIECTBYET.

OHa elné coxpassijia crapble Ha3BaHUsI.

ABTYCTHI.

Le3apu.

Nmrieparopckue ABOpBI.

[Teyvarn.

Turynsl.

Ho 3a 3TiMu ciioBaMu NOCTENEHHO CKpbIBAJIaCh COBCEM Jpyrasi peajlbHOCTb.

Pum cHOBa BXOOWI B 3MOXY, KOrJa Cyap0y UMIEpUH OMPEessiyio He TO, YTO ObUIO HAITMCAHO B

YKa3ax, a To, Yb€ ITIABEHCTBO U KOMaHJOBAaHUEC MPUMYT JICTUOHBI.
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Berpeuy HazHaunm B Tpupe.

I'opon naBHO cran i KoHCTaHTHHA OHMM M3 IVIaBHBIX ONOPHBIX ITyHKTOB Ha 3amaje. 31ech
HaXOJIMJIUCh BOCHHBIE CKJIA/Ibl, pa3MELJIMCh YUHOBHUKH, IPUE3KAIIU [TOCIbl U3 COCEHUX 3EMEb, a
BOKPYT BBICOKMX KAMEHHBIX CTEH MOCTOSIHHO KHUIIeJIa KM3Hb OOJIBIIIOr0 ropo/ia, MPUBHIKIIETO K TOMY,
YTO PSAJOM HaXOJSATCS UMIIEPATOP U €r0 apMHUsl.

B nenp npuesna Makcumuana KOHCTaHTHH NOOHAJICA €1I€ JO paccBeTa.

OH He MoOMT TOPKECTBEHHBIX IIEPEMOHMIA, HO TIPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO CErofiHsl eMy IpH-
AETCs y4acTBOBaTh UMEHHO B TaKOU. BBIBIIMIA aBrycT, MHOI'O JIET YIPaBJISIBILMI 3aI1aJIHOM YaCThIO
MMIIEpUH, TIpHE3kKajl He MPOCTO KaK POACTBEHHUK MaKceHIMsI U He KaK OOBIYHBIN COI03HUK. Mak-
CHUMHUaH BCE €IlE€ OCTABAJICS YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOIO MHOTME IOMHUJIM UMIIEPATOPOM, a HEKOTOpPbIE
JIETUOHEPHI CITYKUJIM IOl €r0 KOMaHJOBaHUEM 3aJI0JITO IO TOro, Kak KoHcTaHTHH BOOOIIIE MOMYyYrT
[IPaBO HOCUTH ITyPIYP.

Crapuk 006131271 IPOIIUIBIM, KOTOPOE HENb3sl ObLJI0 OTMEHUTh HUKAKUM YKa30M.

KoHcTaHTHH cTOS1 Y BOPOT IBOpLIa BMECTE C HECKOJBKUMHU O(pHLIepaMu, KOrja 1o yJIULE OKa-
3aJicsl HeOOJTBIIION KOHHBIA OTpsial. Briepean exas yesioBek B MypIypHOM ILIaIle, W Jaxe u3JaieKa
ObLIIO BUJHO, YTO OH IPUBBIK JEPKAThCS TaK, CJIOBHO OKPYKAIOIIUI MUP TO-TIPEKHEMY TIPUHAJIe-
KUT EMY.

MakcrMKaH nocrapern.

KoHcTranTHH 3ameTnit 31o cpasy.

CenviHa MOJTHOCTBIO TTOKPbLIA €0 I'OJIOBY, JIMIO CTAJIO TSKEJIee, a BOKPYT IJ1a3 NOSBUJIMCH IJTy-
6okue MopiHbl. OIHAKO CTApOCTh HE JIMIIWJIA €r0 IIABHOTO — YBEPEeHHOCTU. MakcMMuaH aep-
JKaJicsl MPsIMO, He OMUPAJICS Ha COMTPOBOXK/IABIIMX €T JIIOIeH M CMOTPeJ 10 CTOPOHAM Tak, OyATO He
rpuexas B UyKou Topoj, a BEpHYJICA TyAa, II€ €ro JaBHO XJIaJH.

Koraa on ocranoBusicst nepeq KoHCTaHTUHOM, HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI 002 MOTYAIH.

— 3HaYMT, 3TO Thl, — HAKOHEII CKa3aJl MakcMHUaH.

KoHcTaHTHH clierka HaKJIOHWT TOJIOBY.

— A BBl OXKUJAJIM YBUJIETh KOTO-TO JIpyroro?

Crapuk BHUMAaTEJIbHO OCMOTPEJT Ha HETO.

— MHe roBopuiig, 4TO Thl IOXOX HA OTIIA.

— Jlroau moOsAT HAXOOUTh CXOACTBO.

— HWHorpa moay 3aMedaoT OoJIbIIe, YeM TyMaloT.

KoHcTranTHH ycMexHycs.

— Toraa Hazie0Ch, OHM 3aMETUJIM TOJIBKO XOPOLLIEe.

MakcrMuaH BIiepBbIe YIIBIOHYICS.

— Xopoliiee peaKo NOMOIaeT YelIOBEKY yAep:KaTb BIACTb.

OTH CJI0BA MPO3BYYAIU MOYTU CIIOKOMHO, OIHAaKO KOHCTaHTUH cpa3y MOHSJI, 4TO Mepe] HUM
HE CTapyK, IPUEXaBIIMI UCKATh MOKOsI. MakcMMMaH MOT CKOJIbKO YTOJHO TOBOPUTDb O COK03€, CEMbE
1 OyJyIeM UMIIEpUH, HO €ro MBIC/IU TO-TTPEeKHEMY BpAIaJICh BOKPYT BIACTH.

OHu BOIILIM BO ABOpEII.

PasroBop nponomkuics yxe 3a 3aKpbIThIMU JBepsAMU. KOHCTAaHTHH cHeluasibHO pacropsi-
JWJICS, YTOOBI PsIZIOM HaXOQWJIMCh TOJIBKO caMble HeoOXoauMble Jiioar. OH He XOTell, 4TOObl Kakaoe
CJIOBO CTapOro UMIIEPATOpa Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO YacoB CTaJI0 U3BECTHO MOJIOBUHE rOpoJa.

MakcuMmuaH cejl HapoOTUB HEro ¥ HEKOTOPOE BpeMs MOJTvall, pacCMaTpuBasi NOMEILEHHE.

— Xopoliiee MecTo, — HaKOHEI] POU3HEC OH. — 37eckh JIETKO 3a0bITh, 4TO PriM nasiexo.

— 41 u He cobupaloch 0 HEM 3a0bIBATb.

— 9TO NPaBUJIBHO.

MakcrMMaH MOJH ST B3I,

— [loromy uTO BCE OCTa/IbHBIE YK€ HAYaIM JyMaTh TOJIBKO O HEM.

KoHcTaHTHH HayIwl BUHA B [JBE Yallld M [TOCTABUJI OJIHY TIepe]] TOCTEM.
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— Bu1 npuexanu noropoputs o0 Pume?

— A pa3Be ceiiuac MOXHO TOBOPUTH O YEM-HHOYIb JPyrom?

KoHcTaHTHH HMYEro He OTBETHUIL.

MakcuMmuaH B3s1 Yally, HO IUTh HE CTaJl.

— Tanepwuii cuuraer, 4to BCE elg ynpasisieT uMmnepueil. MakceHumil yBepeH, uro Pum npu-

Ha/TexkuT eMy. Ha BocToke cBom Jiioau skayT yIOOHOTO MOMEHTa, YTOObI OOBSBUTH CeOs ITPaBUTE-

JIAMMU.

KIIET.

CTBO.

MHAH

A THI CUJTUIIIb 37IECh U JeJIaelllb BUjI, OyATO TeOs1 BCE 9TO He KacaeTcsl.
— A BBI CUUTAETE, YTO A Aeaio BU?
Crapuk ycMexHyJIcsl.
— Her. ImeHHO no3TOMY £ U IpUEXal.
OH HakJIOHWJICS BIEPEN.
— ThI ymeenb kaaTh. TO peIKOE KAYECTBO JIJII MOJIOJOTO YeJIOBeKa.
— WHorga xaath IpUXOAUTCS HE TIOTOMY, YTO Thl 3TOTO XOYElllb.
— BracTte Bcerzia 3actaBisieT kaaTth. Borpoc TONIbKO B TOM, IOHUMAET JIM YeJIOBEK, Yero OH

KoHcTaHTHH BHUMATEIBHO MOCMOTPES Ha HETO.

— U dero xe, no-paiiemy, Ky si?

MakcruMuaH yibIOHYJICS.

— BosmoxHoCTH.

OTBeT ObUT CJIMIITKOM MPSIMBIM, YTOOBI KOHCTAaHTHH cpa3y oTpearupoBal.

OH ye MOHsUI, YTO CTapUK ITprUexas He MPOBEPSATh €ro XapaKTep U He ITPOCTO MpeasiaraTh posl-
Makcumuan uzyyain ero. CMOTpes1, HaCKOJIBKO AAJIEKO TOTOB 3aidTH cbiH KoHcTaHuus Xiopa.
— A eciu Bo3MoXkHOCTH He Oynetr? — crpocus KoHcTanTuH.

— Torga e€ co3mamnor.

Heckosnpko cexyH1 OHM CMOTpesu Ipyr Ha Apyra.

KoHcTaHTHH BriepBble TOUyBCTBOBAJI, HACKOJIBKO OMACHBIM MOKET OBITh 3TOT YeJIOBeK. Makcu-
TOBOPWJI CTIIOKOMHO, MOYTH APYKETOOHO, HO 32 €r0 CJIOBAMU CTOSUT OITBIT YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIH

AECATUIETUSIMH KU B MUPE 3arOBOPOB, BOIH U OOPbObI 32 BIIACTb.

OH XOpoI1I0 3HAJI IIEHY MyPITypYy.

U, cyns o BceMy, BCE eI XOTeI CHOBA TIOYYBCTBOBATH €0 TSKECTh HA COOCTBEHHBIX ILIeUaXx.
— BulI nipejiiaraere MHe Col03, — HaKOHell cKa3ajl KOHCTaHTHH.

— Jla.

— U cBOI0O 10Yb.

— Jla.

— A B3amen?

MaxkcumuaH MocTaBuI Yaiiry Ha CTOJI.

— Bgawmen g npenaraio tede Oymyiee.

KoHcranTuH paccmestics.

— Bor Teneps s HAUMHAIO TOHUMATh, IIOYEMY BaC TaK JOJTO OOSJIHCH.

MakcuMuaH yibIOHYJICS, HO HUYEro He OTBETHUIL.

KoHcTanTuH nogHsuics M NOAOIIEN K OKHY. 3a CTEHaMH JIBOpPIIA MOCTENIEHHO TeMHes0. BHu3y

mymes1 ropold, 1 u3aajicka JOHOCUJIUCh 3BYKU JIarcps.

OH aymast o npeaiokKeHuu.
Coro3 ¢ Makcummuanom J1aBain emy mMHoroe. [Ipex/e Bcero — CBsI3b C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIiA

JOJTUE TOIBI HOCKII TUTYI aBrycta. Kpome toro, Opak ¢ daycToii mo3Bosisil yKpenuTh ero MoJ0KeHUe
Cpenu TeX, KTO MO-MPEeKHEMY yBakaJl CTapyl0 UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMBIO.

Ho BmecTe ¢ 3TUM B €ro Xu3Hb BXOOUJI MakcumuaH.
A Koncrantua YK€ NMOHUMAJI, YTO CTApHUK HUKOI'a HE CTAHET TUXHUM POACTBEHHHUKOM, 1OBOJIb-

HBIM BOCIIOMHWHAHUAMMU O ITPOLIJIOM.
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OH noBepHYJICSI.

— ¢1 xouy yBUETH BaIlly I0Yb.

MakcrumuaH nogHsT OpoBH.

— Bor kak?

— BulI ipeiaraete MHe KEHUTHCS HA HEW. BbIIo OBl CTPaHHO COTNIACUTHCS, Jake He TTO3HAKO-
MUBIIIHCH.

Crapuk paccMmesuicsl.

Ha 31OT pa3 coBepilieHHO UCKPEHHE.

— KoHcTaHTHH, — CcKa3aJl OH, — Thl MHE HPABUIIIbCSI BCE OOJTBIIIE.

KoHCTaHTHH HUYEro He OTBETUIL.

OH yxe AymMasi COBCEM O JIPYTOM.

O Tlanepun.

O MakceHuu.

O Gynymiem corose.

N o tom, uto BriepBble 3a BCE BpeMsl MOC/Ee CMEPTU OTIa OH CIeJIa IIar, KOTOPhI HUKTO He
MOT MPUKa3aTh €My CIe/aTh.

IroT mar 66T ero COOCTBEHHBIM.

W, BO3BMOXHO, UMEHHO TIOSTOMY OH OKa3aJICsl TOpa3/io oracHee, YeM MOIJIO MOKa3aThCsl B TOT
Beyep.
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I'nmaBa 3

Coro3

Becna B Tpupe npunuia no3aHo. Em€ coBcem HegaBHO Hall TOPOIOM BHCEIO HU3KOE CEpoe
He0O, C PeKU TSAHYJIO XOJIOOM, a MO YTpaM MOCTOBbIE MOKPBIBAJIMCH TOHKOH Jie/istHOW KOpkoi. Ho
Teriepb COJHIIE BCE yallle MPOOMBAIIOCh CKBO3b 0O0JIaKa, Ha JIEPEBbsIX MOSIBUJIACH TIepBasi 3eJIeHb, U
ropoji MOCTENEHHO 0KMBAJI MOCIIE JA0JITON 3UMBI.

KoHcraHTHH 00T 3TO Bpems Tojia.

B npupone Bc€ MEHANOCH MEJIEHHO, ITOYTH He3ameTHO. Eme Buepa 3emiid Kasanach MEpT-
BOH, a CETrO/IHs Ha BETKAX YK€ MOSBJISAINCh MOJIOAbIE JIMCTh. HUKTO HE MOT Ha3BaTh TOUYHBIN JIEHD,
KOIZIa 3aKaHYMBAETCS 3MMa M HAYMHAETCS BECHA, OJHAKO OJHAXKJbl YEJIOBEK MPOCTO 3aMeyvall, uTo
MHUP BOKPYT CTaJl IPYTUM.

C Pumckoi umnepuer mporucxXoansio MPUMEPHO TO ke camoe.

Crapblil TOPAAOK €€ CyIIEeCTBOBAIL. B ouIMabHBIX TOKYMEHTaxX MO-MpekHeMY yIIOMUHA-
JICh aBT'YCTHI 1 11€3apH, HAMECTHUKH OTIPABJISUIA OTYETH CBOUM MPABUTENSIM, YAHOBHUKY COOMPAU
HAJIOTH, a JIETMOHBI ITPOA0JIKAIIN OXPaHATh I'paHuLIbl. ECiii cMOTpeTh Ha MMITEPHIO U3JaJIEKA, MOTJIO
TMOKAa3aThCsl, YTO HUYETO OCOOCHHOTO HE MPOUCXO/IUT.

Ho crouno npucMoTpeTscsi BHUMATEIbHEE, M CTAHOBUJIOCH SICHO: IIPEXKHSAS CUCTEMA YXKE HE
padoraer.

KoHcTaHTHH MOHUMAJ 3TO JTydIlle MHOTHUX.

Kaxnoe yrpo emy npuHocuim nfoHecenus u3 Uramum, Adgpuku, Vicnanuy u BOCTOUHBIX MPO-
BUHLMK. OH 4MTaa nuchMa MEIJIEHHO, MHOTA BO3BPAIAICSA K OTIEJbHBIM CTPOKaM M 3aJaBall
BOIIPOCHI JIIOJSAM, KOTOPbIE JOCTABJISIA HOBOCTH.

Ero nHTEpECcOBaIM HE TOJIBLKO APMUU U PELICHUS ITPABUTENICH.

WHorma ropasao 0osbilie MOT CKa3aTh OIMH KOPOTKUM CITyX.

Hanpumep, 0 ToM, 4TO B KAKOM-TO TOpPOZI€ HAYaJIM 3anacaTh 3€PHO.

W o Tom, uto GoraThlii CeHaTOp BHE3AITHO NIepeBE3 ceMblo M3 Puma B CBOE momecThbe.

N 0 ToM, 4TO MECTHBII BOGHAYAJIbHUK HEOKHUIAHHO CTaJl CIMIIKOM YaCTO pa3roBapuUBaTh C
MOCJTAHHUKAMM JIPyroro MMIeparopa.

Jliony peaKo MEHSIIOT MPUBBIYHYIO KU3Hb O€3 TPUYHHBIL.

KoHCTaHTHH MOCTENEeHHO YUYMWJICS 3aMevaTh TAKUE NU3MEHEHHUSI.

B 3T1OT 1IeHB OH Nosy4urs cpa3y JBa NuchbMa.

[lepBoe OBIJIO OT HAMECTHWKA OTHON M3 TAJTbCKUX MPOBMHIIMA U KAacaJoch OOBIYHBIX JIEI:
PEMOHTA IOPOT, MOCTABOK MPOIOBOJILCTBUS U aJI00 TOPOJCKUX BJIACTEN HA CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKHE Tpe-
OOBaHMS ApMUH.

Bropoe nrceMo nipuHecu 6e3 rnevaTy.

KoHcTaHTHH cpa3y NOHsI, 4YTO OHO BaXKHEe.

OH pa3BepHyJ CBUTOK Y IIPOYUTA HECKOJIBKO CTPOK.

JInmo ero N3MeHUJIOCH.

— Y10 Ci1y4nsiocs? — CIpOCKJI CTOSIBIIAMA PSIZIOM COBETHUK.

KoHcranTHH MoTYa MpOTSAHYJ €My TUCbMO.

ToTt mpounTas ero u HaXMypHJICS.

— Maxkcumman?

— MakceHUui.

— Ou 4ro-T10 caenan?

— Ioka wet. Ho, cyns no Bcemy, OH OOJIbllie He JOBepsieT COOCTBEHHOMY OTILY.

CoBeTHHMK ITOIHSI I1a3a.

— A MakcumuaH JOBepsieT ChIHY?
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KoHcTranTHH ycMexHycs.

— Bort 310 yke uHTepecHbI BOIpocC.

OtHomenns mexay MakceHeM 1 MakcMUaHOM MOCTETIEHHO CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE Xyxke. CHa-
yaJia BO3BpAILlEHHE CTaporo aBrycra Ka3aJoch ChblIHY OrpoMHOM yaaueil. ims Makcumuana npuja-
BaJIO €ro BJACTU BeC, OCOOEHHO CPEAM CTapbIX COJJIAT M YAHOBHUKOB, €I MOMHHMBIIMX BpeMeHa
COBMECTHOI0 npasiieHus [Juoknernana u Makcumuana.

Ho ouenb ckopo MakceHIIMI MOHSII, YTO ero OTel] BOBCEe He COOMPAETCs] TOBOJIbCTBOBATHCS
POJIBIO COBETHHKA.

MakcrMuaH CJIMIIKOM JIOJITO HOCKJT Iy PITyp, YTOOBI TeTeph CIOKOMHO HAOMIOaTh, KaK ApyTue
pacropsKaioTcs BJIACTHIO.

OH BMelMBajCs B pellleHHs CblHA, pa3roBapyBall C BOCHAYaJIbHUKaMU, IPUHUMAJ TIOCJIOB U
BCE Yallle HAIOMUHAJI OKPYKAIOLIUM, YTO KOTIAa-TO MMEHHO OH YIIpaBJIsli 3anagHoi UMIIEpUEH.

st MakceHLMsI 5TO CTAHOBUJIOCH OIIACHBIM.

JlBa uMmrieparopa He MOTYT JAOJITO MPABUTh OJJHOM U TOH e YaCThIO TOCYAapCTBA, €CJIU KaXIbIi
13 HUX CUUTAEeT ceOsl IJIaBHBIM.

KoHCTaHTHH MOHUMAJ 3TO OYEHB XOPOIIIO.

MmenHo mosToMy mpejsiokeHre MakcumuaHa O coio3e IMpUoOpesio Tereph COBCEM JIPYroi
CMBICIL.

Crapplil aBrycT MCKaj Onopy.

N KoHcTaHTHH BIIOJIHE MOT CTaTh 3TOW OMOPOM.

OpHako mpexjae 4eM NPUHUMATh OKOHYATEJbHOE PEIleHHEe, OH XOTeNl MOHATh, HACKOJIbKO
JAJIEKO TOTOB 3alTH YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN npuexai B Tpup.

Beuepom KoHcranTs npurinacui MakciMHuaHa Ha yKUH.

Ha stoT pa3 3a cronoM He ObLJIO MHOTOYMCJIEHHOUN CBUTHL. TOJNBKO HECKOJBKO ONMKAMIIMX
moaei, KOTOpeIM 00a JI0BEPsUTH HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO BOOOIIIE MOXKHO OBUIO JOBEPSATH MPH MMIIe-
paTopcKoM JIBOpE.

PasroBop Havyasicsi CIOKOIHO.

I'oBopwim 0 foporax, 0 repMaHCKUX IJIEMEHax, O NojioxeHuu B Mtanun. MakcumuaH paccka-
3bIBAJI O CTApPBIX [IOXOJAaX W HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCIIOMMHAN JIMOKIeTHaHa.

Kaxpapiit pa3, mpon3HOCs UMl ObIBIIIETO COITPABUTENISI, OH MEHSIICS B JIUIIE.

KoncrantuH 3ameTuni 310.

— Bu1 yacto BcnommHaere [InokiieTnana, — ckasajl OH.

MakcuMuaH ocMOTpe Ha Hero.

— §1 cMIIKOM JI0/ITO KUJT PSIIOM C HUM, YTOOBI 3a0bITh.

— Bn1 ObutH Jpy3bsIMU?

Crapuk ycMexHYyJICs.

— ¥V umnepatopoB peako ObIBAIOT APY3bsl.

OH czenan IOTOK BUHA U HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI MOTYAJL.

— MBu1 ObUTM Hy>KHBI ApYT Apyry. HOra 310 ObIBaeT MpovHee JpyKOBbI.

KoHcTaHTHH KUBHYIL.

OH npekpacHO MOHMMaJI, 4TO UMEET B BUly MakcuMuas.

— A ceituac? — crpocus oH. — BblI BCE elié cunraere, 4To CUCTeMa, CO3/IaHHAsi BaMHU U
JIMOKJIETHaHOM, MOXET CYIIECTBOBATh?

MakcumuaH A0Jro CMOTpPEN Ha OrOHb.

— Cucrema Oblia XOpOIIEH.

— Ho?

— MBI OImMOIUCh B JIIOASX.

Koncrantun nogHsn 6poBu.

— B mogsx?
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— MBI [ymaiu, 94To 4esoBeK COCOOEH 0TKa3aThCsl OT BIACTH, €CIIU eMY MPEIJIOKUTh TOCTOM-
HOe MecTo. YUTO OH COIJIACUTCS K/1aTh, TIOKA MIPUAET ero BpeMsl. UTo Ha3HAYCHHBIN MPEEeMHUK OyeT
cunTarh cedst 00sI3aHHBIM TOMY, KTO JIaJl €My THTYIL.

MakcruMuaH MeJJIEHHO TTOKaJaJl TOJIOBOM.

— 10 ObUIa OMMOKAa.

KoHcTaHTHH BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIAJL.

Crapblii UMIIepaTop rOBOPUJ CIOKOWHO, 0€3 COXKAIEHHUS, CJIOBHO PACCYKAAT O UyKUX JesIax.
Opnako KoHCTaHTHH 9yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 32 STUMH CJIOBAMHU CKPHIBACTCSI HEUTO OOJIbIIIEE.

MakcruMuaH pOoXUIT JOCTATOUHO J0JITO, YTOOBI TIOHATH MPOCTYIO BElllb: BJIaCTh MEHSIET Yello-
BEKa.

U yenoBek, offHAKbI TOTYYHMBIIHH €€, peIKO XOUYeT OTJaBaTh T0OPOBOJIBHO.

— 3nauwr, [uokneruan ommbesa? — crpocust KoHcTaHTHH.

— JlyokJieTan ObUT yMHee OOJBITMHCTBA JII0e, KOTOPhIX s BcTpedasl. Ho gake oH He cMor
M3MEHUTDb YEJIOBEUYECKYIO TPUPOLY.

— A BbI camu? Bbl cMoryi oTKazarbcst OT BjaacTu?

MakcrMuaH IOCMOTpeJ Ha Hero.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHUI HUKTO HE MPOU3HEC HU CIIOBA.

KoHcTaHTHH yXe momyMaJt, YTo 3aliéN CJMIIKOM JajleKo, HO CTApUK HEOKUAAHHO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Her.

OTBeT Mpo3ByYaJI TaK CIIOKOMHO, YTO HECKOJIBKO UEJIOBEK 3a CTOJIOM HEBOJIbHO MEPETISTHYIHCh.

— Ilo kpaiiHeit mepe, yecTHO, — 3ameTns1 KoHCTaHTHH.

— To1 em€ monon. Korma-HuOyap MOWMETIIb.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— Yrto0 camoe TpynHOe — He TOMY4YHTh BiacTh. CaMoe TpyaHOe — OTHAX[bl COTJIACUTHLCS C
TeM, YTO OHa OOJIbIIIE HEe IPUHAICKHUT TeOe.

11 cnoBa KOHCTaHTHH 3amOMHUIL.

B ToT Beuep OH BIiEepBbIe MOUYBCTBOBAI K MaKCMMMaHy HE IPOCTO OCTOPOKHOCTb.

Crapyiiit iMIiepaTop ObLT OIaceH.

Ho oH ObLT OnaceH MMEHHO TIOTOMY, UTO He OOMaHBIBaJI ceOsl.

OH 3HaJT CBOM CJ1a00CTH M HE TIBHITAJICS MTPEJCTABUTh UX TOCTOMHCTBAMHU.

[Tocne yxuna Makcumuan 3aaepxaics.

OHU OCTaJIUCh BIBOEM.

— ThI Tak ¥ He CKa3aJl, YTO PEIInI, — IPOU3HEC CTAPHIK.

— O uém?

— O Opake.

KoHcranTHH yibIOHYCS.

— BoI npuexanu cioga paau 3toro?

— Her. Ho 3T10 BaxkHO.

— Jlns koro?

MakcrMuaH BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTPEST Ha HETO.

— Jlnsg Hac oOouX.

KoHcTanTH ofgomen K OkHy.

T'opon yxe morpy3uiicsi B TeMHOTY. Baasieke ropesnvt Orau, o yiuiaMm JBUTaIUCh peIKUe JIIOIH,
a C PeKU CHOBA TSHYJIO XOJIOJOM.

OHn nogymain o ®aycre.

Jlo cux Top OH MOYTU HUYETO O HEN He 3HAJl.

Jloub OBIBIIIErO UMITEPATOPA.

Cecrpa MakceHniusi.

JKeHImyHa, KOTOPOU € caMOro pok/JIeHHs ObLIO CYkJICHO CTaTh YaCThIO YbEH-TO IMOJTUTUKH.
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KoHcTaHTHH nipeKpacHO MOHMMAJI, YTO MOI00HbIE OpaKU PEIKO 3aKJII0YAI0TCS U3-32 YyBCTB.

OpnHako eMy XOTeJIoCh XOTsI Obl YBUIETh YeJIOBeKa, C KOTOPHIM €My TpeJijiarajiv CBS3aTh CBOIO
KU3Hb.

— Korna ona npuesner? — cnpocus oH.

MakcruMHaH yCMEXHYJICS.

— Yxe npuexaia.

KoHcTranTHH noBepHyics.

—I'me?

— B aTom ropogze.

— W BBI permmim He cka3ath MHe?

— Xortes cHavasia yOoequThCs, YTO Thl HE COITIACHIIILCS, Jake He 3a/1aB TOro BOMPOCA.

KoncTanTH nokavais ronoBox.

— BbI 0ueHb cTpaHHbIN YeIoBeK, MakcuMuaH.

— 41 6puT UMIIEpPATOPOM. DTO MOYTH OTHO U TO KeE.

KoHcranTuH paccmestics.

BriepBbie 3a Bech Beuep pa3roBop repectai ObITh MOX0K Ha MeperoBOPHI IBYX JIIOAEH, Kask bl
13 KOTOPBIX MTOCTOSIHHO JIyMaeT O TOM, YTO CKPBIBAET APYIOil.

— Xopomio, — cka3zai KoHcraHTuH. — 1 Xouy ¢ Heill BCTPETUTHCA.

MakcrMMaH NOJHSIICS.

— 3aBTpa.

OH HanpaBuJICA K JBEPH, HO HA TIOPOTe OCTAHOBUJICS.

— Tonbko He 3a0biBaii, KoHcTanTiH. Celiuac Tl BLIOMpAEIh He TOJBKO KEeHY.

— 4 3Har0.

— Her. Iloka em€ He 3Haenb.

ITocne stux cnoB MakcumuaH BbILIE].

KoHcTraHTHH ocTasicd OuH.

OH cHOBa MOZIOLIEN K OKHY U JJOJITO CMOTpEJI Ha HOYHOU Tpup.

Emy He HpaBuIIoCh, KOT/Ia Apyrue JIOAU CYMTAIN, YTO MOTYT NpecKasaTh ero Oyaymiee. ['ae-
puii Koraa-To aymail, uTo KOHCTaHTHH OCTaHeTCs NP ero JIBOPE CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MOHAJ0OUTCS
camomy ["anepuio. Cucrema JlnokieTrana npearnosarajia, YTo CblH UMIIEpaTopa He CMOXET MTPETeH-
J0BaTh HA MECTO OTIIa Oe3 pa3pellieHus CTapIInX MpaBUTeNeH.

Teneppr MakcumuaH rpezjiarai eMy COlo3 U yKe BUAET B HEM 4acTh KAKOTO-TO COOCTBEHHOTO
IU1aHa.

Bce onu ommbanuck B OTHOM.

KoHcTaHTHH yXe JaBHO mepecTas ObITh YeJIOBEKOM, 32 KOTOPOTO PEIIaloT Jpyrue.

U 3aBTpa emy npeacrosio BCrpeTuthest ¢ PaycToi.

OH ew€ He 3HaJ, YTO 3Ta BCTPEYa CTAaHET HAYAJIOM COI03a, KOTOPbIN IIPUHECET EMY HE TOJIbKO
MOAJIEPKKY U BJIACTh, HO U OJHY U3 CaMBbIX TSKEIBIX CEMENHBIX UCTOPUI €T0 KU3HU.

Ha cnenyromee yrpo KoHcTaHTHH J0ITO HE MOT pelnTh, Kak UMEHHO JOJI)KHA IIPOMTH BCTpeya.

IT0 00CTOATENBCTBO pa3ApaKao ero OOJIbIIe, YeM OH ObLJT TOTOB MPU3HATH AaXe camoMy ceoe.
3a nocieHue MecsLbl eMy MPUXOIMIIOCh IPUHUMATh PEllieHus], OT KOTOPBIX 3aBHceNa Cyap0a ropo-
JIOB ¥ BOGHHBIX rapHU30HOB. OH 6e3 0COOBIX KOIeOaHUI OTITPABIIST BOWCKA B TIOXOJI, MEHSLT HAMECT-
HUKOB, TPUHUMAJI TIOCJIOB U BBICITYHIMBAJI TIPEJIOKEHU JIIOAEH, KOTOpbIE eIlIE€ HEJABHO MOIJIU CUM-
TaTh ceOs1 pAaBHBIMHU €MY.

OpnHako BcTpeya ¢ Jouepbio MakcuMuaHa nmoyeMy-To Ka3auach 3HAYUTESIHO OoJiee CIOKHBIM
JEJIOM.

BeposiTHO, MOTOMY, UTO 3/1€Ch HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO CIIPSITATHCS 32 TUTYJIOM.

C daycroii eMy NpeCcTosI0 TOBOPUTH HE KakK 11€3apio € peJCTaBUTENIEM APYroi MPOBUHLIUY U
HE Kak MOJIKOBO/ILLY C MOQYMHEHHBIM. EMyY npeiarany ;keHuThCsl Ha KEHIIMHE, KOTOPYIO OH HUKOT/Ia
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npex/e He BUAEN, U MPU 3TOM 00a MPeKpPacHO MOHMMAH, YTO PEIlleHre, CKopee BCEro, yxe ObUIo
MIPUHSATO UX CEMbSIMU 3a/10JITO /IO NIEPBOM BCTPEUM.

KoHCTaHTHH HECKOJIBKO pa3 XOTeJl OTMEHUTb YTPEHHHUE JeNa U 3aHAThCS 4eM-HuOyIb Oonee
MIPUBBIYHBIM, HO TIOTOM TOJIBKO YCMEXHYJICSI COOCTBEHHOM MBICIH.

OT repMaHIieB OH He OeraJ.

Ot apmuu [anepus Toxe.

He xBaraso eni¢ HayaTh n30erarhb KeHIIUHBIL.

Bcerpedy HazHauMIM B OAHOM M3 BHYTPEHHUX CaioB 1BopLa. BecHa Toibko HauMHaiach, U caj
eré He ycres MPUOOPECTH TOT IYCTOM 3eJIEHBIN BHT, KOTOPBIH MOSIBJISIICS JIETOM. Mek 1y KaMeHHBIMU
JOPOXKKAMHU POCII MOJIOJbIE IepeBbsi, B HEOONIBIIIOM OacceiiHe THXO Kypyaia Boja, a Ha KIyMOax
yKe TIOSIBUJIUCH TIEPBbIC TIBETHI.

KoHcTaHTHH ITPUILENT paHBbILIE.

OH crienuanbHO BRIOPAJ IPOCTYIO OAEKLY, 0€3 TSKEIOro LIePeMOHUATBHOTO I1J1AINA U JTUITHUX
3HaKOB BiacTH. KOHEYHO, CKPBITH CBOE MOJIOJKEHHE OH He MOT, 1a U He codupaicsi. Ho emy He xote-
JI0Ch, YTOOBI 3T BCTpeUa Ccpasy NpeBpaTUiIach B OUEPEAHON MPHUEM.

daycry oH yBUJEJ paHblIle, YEM €ro NPeAyNpeaAnIn O €€ MOSBICHUM.

OHa 1nuia 1o JI0po’kKKe BMeCTe C MOKUJION KEeHIMHOM, KOTOpasi, BEPOSITHO, COMPOBOXK Iaja €€
B noe3jke. JleBynika oCcTaHOBMIIACh, 3aMeTUB KOHCTaHTHHA, U HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHMI OHU MPOCTO
CMOTpEJH ApYT Ha Jpyra.

KoHcraHTHH cpa3y MOHsII, YTO paccka3z MakcuMuaHa o Jjouepy ObUT HEOOBIYHO CAEPKAHHBIM.

OH oxuzan yBUAETh UCITYTaHHYIO AEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO OTell MPUBE3 B UyXKOW TOPOJ, UTOOBI
BBITOJJHO BBIIATh 3aMyk. BMecTo 3Toro nepes HUM cTos1a JKEHIUHA, IPEKPACHO TOHMMAIOIIAs, T/1e
HaXOJIMTCS U 3a4eM CIofla Ipuexaia.

daycra nepBoii HapyIlIMiIa MOTYAHKE.

— 3HauuT, BBl BCE-TAKM PELIMIIN BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM.

KoncrantH ycmexHysics.

— MHe noKa3anock, 4To 3T0 OyAeT HEBEKJIMBO — COIJIACHThCS Ha Opak, He MO3HAKOMUBIIIUCH
c OyayIiei KeHOM.

Ona BHUMaTeJIbHO IIOCMOTpEIA Ha HETO.

— HexoTtopble My XUMHBI TOCTYNAIOT UMEHHO TaK.

— 3HAYWT, 5 penII He ObITh IIOXOKUM Ha HEKOTOPBIX MYKYMH.

daycra cnerka yabIOHYIACh.

OHu NoNuM Mo A0POKKE MeJIEHHO, He TOPOIIsCh. KeHIMHA, COMTPOBOX/IABINAs €€, OCTAIACh
Ha HEKOTOPOM pacCTOSIHUM, OIHaKO KOHCTaHTMH HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHA CJBILUT KaXJ0€ CJIOBO,
CKa3aHHOE JJOCTaTOYHO I'POMKO.

Heckomnbko MuHyT OHM roBopuiH 0 fopore 1 Tpupe. PazroBop 6611 0OBIYHBIM, TOYTH HUYETO
He 3HavarmmM, Ho KOHCTaHTHH MOHUMAaJI, YTo 00a UCTIONB3YIOT STU MPOCThIE TEMbI TOJIBKO ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI IPUBBIKHYTH JIPYT K JPYTY.

Hakonern ®aycra ocraHoBUIach Bo3Jie OacceiHa.

— Moii otel1 pacckazan BaM O CBOEM TPEJIOKEHUH ?

— Jla.

— W 4t0 0OH cKkazan 060 MHe?

KoHcranTuH 3agymascs.

— Y10 y Hero ecrb 104b.

Paycra paccMmesnacs.

— O4eHb MOXOXE Ha HEro.

— A 9TO OH rOoBOpHJI 000 MHE?

— Y10 BBl yMHEE, YEM KAXKETECH.

KoHcTanTH noBepHyJics K Hel.
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— He ciuikom npusiTHasi XapaKTepUCTHKA.

— Tlouemy?

— 3HauuT, 5 Kaxych IJIylee, YeM €CTb.

— Vv OH cuMTaeT, 4yTo Bbl CHELUATBHO MMO3BOJISIETE JIIOSIM TaK TyMaTh.

KoHCTaHTHH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I CMOTpPEJI Ha HEE.

daycra cHOBa yJIBIOHY/IACK.

— BHI Bellb IMEHHO 3TUM ceiiuac 3aHMMAaeTeCh ?

— Yem?

— Pemaete, HACKOJIBKO OMACHO TOBOPUTH CO MHOUM OTKPOBEHHO.

OH paccmestics.

Tenepb yxe cOBEpIIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

— BosmoxHO, Baill oTel| IeHCTBUTEIBLHO TPaB.

— B uém?

— B ToMm, 4TO BBI HE MOX0XKU HA YeJIOBEKa, C KOTOPHIM MOKHO Pa3roBapyuBaTh TOIBKO O MOTrOjIe.

daycra mocMoTpesia Ha BOy.

E€ nuiio Ha MrHOBEHME CTaJlo CEPhE3HBIM.

— A 3aueM HaM roBOpHTSH O rorofe, Koncrantua? Mbl 006a 3HaeM, oYeMy BCTPETHITUCh.

OH He oXuJaJ TAKOU MPSIMOTBI.

— Xoporo. Torna ckaxure camu.

OnHa Me/IJIeHHO TTPOBeJia MajbllaMy 110 KaMeHHOMY Kpato OacceiiHa.

— Moii oTel XOueT 3aKJII0UUTh C BaMH COI03. BBl XOTUTE YKpenuTh CBOE MoJIokeHue Ha 3amnajie.
A g J0oKHA CTaTh YacThIo 9TOTO COI03a.

— BuI roBopuTte Tak, Oy/ITO yKe COITACHIIUCH.

— A pasBe y MeHs ecTb BHIOOp?

KoHcranTuH He cpa3y OTBETHIL.

OH noHuMa, 4YT0 MOXET CKa3aTh MPUBBIYHBIE CJIOBA O TOM, UTO HUKTO HE CTAHET MPUHYXKIATh
e€ K Opaky. D10 3By4asio Obl KPACHBO, HO 002 3HAJIU TIEHY TTOJI0OHBIM OOCTIAHUSIM.

daycra Obl1a 10YEPHIO OBIBIIETO ABTYyCTA.

Oma kxua B MUpe, rie Opaky 3aKII0YaIUCh Palyl BIACTH, 3eMJTH, APMHUH U COI030B.

Eé€ xenaHue Moo MMETh 3HaUYCHUE.

Ho ne Bceraa pemaroniee.

— V Bac fomwkeH ObITh BHIOOP, — HakKoHeIl cka3ai KoHcTaHTHH.

OHa nojiHsUIa Ha HEero IJiasa.

— BbI ieficTBUTENBHO Tak Aymaere?

— Jla.

— Torna s cripotiry Bac npsiMmo. Eciu st ckaky, 4TO He XO4y BBIXOAUTH 32 BaC 3aMYyK, Bbl OTKa-
KETeCh OT COK3a C MOUM OTLIOM?

KoHcTaHTHH OYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO OHa BHUMATEJILHO HAOJIONAET 32 €r0 peaKInen.

OH Mor OTBETUTD Cpasy.

Ho ne cran.

— ¢ He 3Ha10, — YEeCTHO cKa3aJ OH.

daycra ynuBIEHHO NOAHSIA OPOBH.

— YecrtHo.

— ¢1 npeamnounTaro He oOemark TOro, Yero He CMOTY BBITIOJTHUTb.

Hekortopoe Bpems OHM MOJTYaTIH.

3arem daycra KUBHYIA.

— DTO TOXeE HeII0XO.

— OOBIYHO JIIO/IX HE CUYMTAIOT TAKKE OTBETHI XOPOIINMHU.

— OOBIYHO JIOJIU JITYT JTyYIIIe.
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KoHcTaHTHH CHOBA YIBIOHYIICS.

Teneps eMy I€ACTBUTENILHO CTAJI0O UHTEPECHO Pa3roBapyBaTh C TOM KEHIIUHOM.

OH Hauas MOHUMATh, MoYeMy MakCcUMUaH Tak CIIOKOWHO rOBOpWJI 0 jodepu. Bo3moxHo, cTa-
puK 3HaJ1, uto Paycra cymeeT cama POU3BECTH BIIEYATICHUE, HE HYK/1asCh B paccKa3ax OTLIA.

OHM POAOSIKUIIN TIPOTYIIKY.

Koncrantun pacckazan et 0 bpuranuu, o X0lI0qHBIX BETPax, O CEBEPHBIX IOPOrax U O TOM, Kak
CHJIBHO OTJIMYAIOTCS MEX Ty COOOM MPOBUHITUY OT'POMHOM umriepun. PaycTa ciyIana BHUMATEIBHO,
MHOT/IA 33/1aBasi BOMPOCHI, KOTOPbIE MOKA3bIBAJIM, YTO OHA HE MPOCTO MOAJIEPKUBAET Pa3roBoOp.

Koria oHu cHOBa MOJOIUIM K IBOPILY, OHA HEOKUAAHHO CITPOCHIIA!

— Bu1 xoTuTE CTaTh aBrycTOM?

KoHcTaHTHH OCTaHOBUIICS.

— [ouemy BbI ciipamvBaere?

— TloTomy uTO MOIi OTeIl CUUTAET, YTO XOTHUTE.

— A BHI?

Paycra 3axymanach.

— 41 nymaio, 4TO BBl XOTHTE rOpa3ao OOJBIIIETO.

KoHcTraHTHH mocMoTpen Ha Hee.

Ha stoT pa3 oH He ybIOHYICS.

— U yero xe?

OHa noxaJa rnjieJamu.

— Iloka He 3Ha10. Ho MHe KakeTcs, Bbl TOKE €ILE HE PEIUIN.

OH MeJIeHHO KUBHYI.

B 3TOM OHa Mor1a OKa3aTbCs npasa.

KoHcTanTuH AeCTBUTEIHHO e He MPeCTaByIsl, Kyjaa nNpuBeler ero myTb. OH XoTes Biia-
CTH, KaK XOTeJl e€ OO0 YesOBEeK, BBIPOCIIMIA PSIIOM C MMITEpaTopckuM qBopoM. Ho ceiivac ero
OoJIbIIE MTHTEPECOBAJIO APYTOe: COXPAHUTh TO, UTO yXkKe TIONYUWII, YKPEITUThCS U HE TIO3BOJIUTD JPY-
MM PEIIUTh ero Cyan0y.

Cratb aBrycroM ObUIO €CTECTBEHHBIM CIIEIYIOIIAM IIIaroM.

Ho uro Oyner panpiie?

DTOro OH MOKa He 3HaJI.

daycra mocMoTpesia Ha ABOPEL, TAE €€ YKe KIaJu.

— Mot oterr OyieT 1aTh BaIliero OTBeTa.

— OH nonyyur ero.

— Ckopo?

KoHcraHTHH yIBIOHYCS.

— B#I yke HauMHaeTe roBOpUTh Kak MakcrMHaH.

OHa paccmesiach.

— A BBl HAUMHAETE YXOAUTh OT OTBETA.

KoHcranTuH npoBoaui e€ B3IsiIoM.

Korga daycra ckppliach 3a ABEPHIO, OH €1IE HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CTOSLT B Cafdy.

OH mpuexaJ Ha 3Ty BCTpeuy, OKU/Iast yBUIETh OYIYIIYIO KeHY, KOTOPYIO TPEIJIOKUIN eMy Kak
4acTh MOJMTUYECKOTO COI03a.

VXxoaui oH ¢ ropaszio 0osee CIOKHBIM OIIyIIIEHHEM.

daycra oka3zajach 4€JI0BEKOM, MHEHUE KOTOPOIO €MY XOTEJIOCh Y3HATh.

N 310 MeHs10 MHOTOE.

He B nonuruke.

[Toka emg Her.

Ho KoncrantuH BniepBbie 3aAyMajicsi O TOM, 4TO COI03, MPEJIOKEeHHbI MakCUMUAHOM, MOXKET
OKa3aTbCsl JIJIs1 HETO COBCEM HE TaKUM ITPOCTBIM, KAaKUM Ka3aJicsl BHaYaJIe.
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Beuepom KoHcTaHTHH CHOBa BCTpeTWICA ¢ MakCMMUaHOM.

Ha stoT pas crapslii umneparop He cTaj NpUIrjialarh €ro B 3aj1 Uil IEPErOBOPOB U HE MOTpe-
OOBaJI MPUCYTCTBUS COBETHUKOB. OHM BCTPETMIIMCH B HEOOJIBIIION KOMHATE IBOPIIA, T/Ie TOpes KaMHUH
Y CTOSUI CTOJ C HECKOJIbKMMU YalllaMi BUHA. MakcuMuaH cuzes B Kpecsie U BHIIVIAAEN TaK, CJIOBHO
BECh JIEHb 3aHUMAJICS] UCKJIIOUUTENIBHO OTABIXOM.

KoOHCTaHTHH CIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO YCIIeN €ro y3HaTh, YTOOBI IIOBEPUTH B ITO.

— Hy? — cnpocun Makcumuan, e1Ba OH BOLIEN.

KoHcTranTH octaHoBMIICA y CTOJNA.

— BbI Bcerna Tak HauMHaeTe pa3roBop?

— Korna MHe yxke U3BECTHBI BCE HEHYKHbIE BOIPOCHI, J1a.

KoncranTn Hayw cebe BUHA.

— Bu1 yBepeHsl, 4To 3Haere, 0 4éM 51 Aymaro?

— Her. Ho 4 3Ha10, 0 yém nymana daycra.

KoHcTaHTHH ocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— Omna Bam pacckazana?

— Her.

MakcruMuaH yibIOHYJICS.

— Ho s e€ oren.

— D710 elié HUYero He 3HAYUT.

— WHorna 3HauuT OO0JIBIIE, YeM XOTEJIOCh Obl AETSIM.

KoHcTanTHH cen HanpoTHB Hero.

Heckomnbko MraoBeHuid OHM MoTYasid. MakCMMUaH HE TOPOIMWII €ro, XOTs ObLJIO BUJHO, YTO
MMEHHO 3TOr0 OTBETA OH J1aJ ¢ caMoro npueszaa B Tpup.

— Baia 104s MHE IOHpaBUIaCh, — HAKOHEL! cka3anl KoHCTaHTHH.

— DTO0 y*ke XOpOlIIO.

— Ho g em€ He ckaszail, 4YTO XEHIOCh Ha HEW.

— U Bcé-Takm ckazai Oosbllie, YeM TyMaellb.

KoHcTaHnTuH nokayas rojioBoi.

— BBl A€fCTBUTENIBHO HE YMEETE K/IaTb.

MakcrMMaH B30T Yany.

— VYmero. [IpocTo cnumkom Xopouio 3Hal0 UEHY BPEMEHH.

OH cpenat HeOOMBIION TIOTOK U TIOCTABUIT Yally 0OpaTHO.

— Korga b1 cranems crapiie, KOHCTaHTHH, Thl MOUMEIIb OAHY MPOCTYIO Bellb. Mononomy
YeJIOBeKY KaXeTcsl, UTO Mepe] HUM OeCKOHEYHO JMHHast fopora. OH yBepeH, 4TO MOXET MPUHSTh
pelieHre 3aBTpa, Yepe3 MecsI] Win 4yepe3 rof. EMy kakercs, 4To BO3MOKHOCTh OyleT kIaTh €ro
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MOTpedyeTcsl.

— A oHa He KIET?

— Her.

MakcrMuaH oCMOTpeT Ha Hero yxke 0e3 YIbIOKH.

— Buactb oco6enHo HeteprienuBa. CerofHs OHa JISKHUT Y TBOMX HOT, a 3aBTpa Thl OOHAPYXKU-
Baelllb, 4TO €€ MOJHSI KTO-TO APYIOi.

KoHcranTuH 3agymascs.

OH He moOwI, KOrja eMy J1aBajii COBEThI MOAOOHBIM TOHOM. OJJHAKO B CJIOBaX CTapuKa Oblia
npapaa. 3a Mocjie/iHIe MecAIbl OH BUIET, Kak ObICTpO MeHsieTcst BcE€ BOKpyr. Eme HegaBHo Cerep
ObL1 aBryctoMm 3amnaja. Terneps ero He ObUIO B KHUBBIX. MaKCEHIMIA, KOTOPOrO MHOTHE CUMTAIH CITy-
yaiiHo# urypoit, ynepxuan Pum. [asepuid, Ka3aBIIMiicsi caMbiM CUJIbHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM MMIIEpUH,
OBbLIT BBIHYKJIEH OTCTYNHTh 13 Mtanmmu.

Hu ogun TUTYN He 1aBaj yeaoBeKy rapaHTHUH.

— BubI xoTHTE, YTOOBI 5 COMIACUJICS HA COI03 MPSAMO ceityac? — crpocun KoHcTaHTHH.
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— $1 xo4y, YTOOBI ThI IOHSIJT: OTKA3aThCS OT HEr'O MOKHO.

KoHcTaHTHH yIMBIEHHO IOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— Bor kak?

— Jla.

— W gro Oyper, ecu st OTKaKYyCh?

MakcruMHaH yCMEXHYJICS.

— Huuero xopornero st moeyt ropaoctu. Ho st nepexuBy.

— A nna Bac?

Crapuk HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MOTJYal.

— JInst MeHst 310 OyaeT O3HavyaTh, YTO MPUAETCSA UCKATh APYTOM MyTh.

NmenHo 3TH cjioBa oKoHYaTesTbHO yoenumu KoHcranTrHa B TOM, 4T0 MaKkcUMUaH TOBOPHJ He
000 BCEM.

Crapplil aBryCT HYKAaJICS B HEM.

Hackomnbko cHIbHO — TOKa OCTaBaJIOCh HEM3BECTHBIM.

KoHcTanTuH MeijIeHHO OCTaBUJI Yallly Ha CTOJ.

— Xopoto.

MakcrMMaH MOJHST [J1a3a.

— Xoporo — 4to?

— 4 cornacen.

Heckosnpko cekyHs crapuk Moval.

KoHcranTtun oxujan yBueTh yI0BIETBOPEHUE, BOZMOKHO, TopkecTBO. OnHako MakcumuaH
TOJIBKO IITyOOKO B3I0XHYJI, CJIOBHO pellieHre, KOTOPOTro OH TaK JOOUBAJICS, OMHOBPEMEHHO ITPUHECIIO
eMy U oOJieryeHue, U HOBbIe 3200THI.

— 3HaA4UT, MBI POJICTBEHHUKH, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Tloka emi€ Her.

— Puminisae mo6aT (hopMaibHOCTH.

— WHorga gopmaiibHOCTH cIIacaloT KU3Hb.

MakcuMKaH paccmestics.

— Bor Tenepp s HAUMHAIO MIOHUMATh, TOYEMY Thl TaK JOJITO MPOXUI Ipu ABope [anepus.

KoHcranTtuH nogHsics.

— 1 IpOXMIT TaM TaK JIOJTO0 UMEHHO MMOTOMY, UTO He CUUTal ceOst OECCMEPTHBIM.

— DT0 pa3yMHO.

— U em€ noromy, 4TO NPEANIOYUTAIO 3HATH, C KEM 3aKJII0YAI0 COI03.

MakcruMuaH niepecta yibioaThCs.

— To1 gymaers, s1 onacen?

KoHcTaHTHH HE cTasl oTBeYarhb cpasy.

— $1 nymaio, BB CIIMIIIKOM JIONTO OBLTH UMITEPATOPOM, YTOOBI TIepecTaTh ObITh OMTACHBIM.

Crapuk BHUMAaTEJIbHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO.

A TIOTOM HEOKUJAAHHO KUBHYIIL.

— Xopomuui OTBeT.

KoHcranTuH HanpaBucs K ABEPU.

OH yxe coOnpasicst BHIATH, Koraa MakcuMuaH mpou3HEC:

— KoHcTaHTuH.

Tot obepHyIC.

— IMomuu omny Betp. [Tocne cBagbObl MakCeHITUI CTAaHET TBOUM POJICTBEHHUKOM.

— 41 3Har0.

— W Mo¥i ChIH He JTIOOUT JIeTUTh BJIACTh.

KoHcTaHTHH HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl CMOTpEI Ha Hero.

— A BHI?
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MakcrMuaH MeJJIEHHO YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Bort nostomy 1eGe 1 CTOUT ObITh OCTOPOKHBIM.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO JHEH IO ABOPILY HAYAIM XOOUTh CIIyXH O MIPECTOSIIIEN CBaaboe.

Cryru y3HaBajqM HOBOCTM paHbllie O(UIMAIBHBIX MOCTaHHUKOB. OIUH YCIIBIIIAT Pa3roBOp
YMHOBHUKA, IPYTO 3aMETHII, YTO B TOPOI MPUEXAJIH JIOH, OTBEUAIOIIHE 32 TPUTOTOBJICHHE K 1iepe-
MOHUSIM, TPETHI YBUJIEN, KAK B OJHOW M3 MAaCTEPCKMX Ha4ad CPOYHO FOTOBUTH YKPAILICHUSI.

K kony Hemenu Bech Tpup yxe 3Hai, uto KoHcTaHTHH coOnpaetcs xeHuThest Ha Paycre.

Cama daycra BcTpeTusia 3Ty HOBOCTh CIIOKOWHEE, yeM oxkuaai KoHcTaHTuH.

OHM CHOBa BCTPETHIIUCH B Cajly, I MO3HAKOMIIMCH HECKOJIBKO THEeW Hazal.

— 3HauuT, BCE perieHo? — Crpocuia OHa.

— dopMasbHO ele HerT.

— A HedopmanbHO?

KoHcraHTHH ybIOHYCS.

— B&I eficTBUTEIBHO TIOOWTE 3a1aBaTh BOITPOCHI, HA KOTOPBIE YKe 3HaeTe OTBET?

— TonbKo Korja Xouy ycybllaTh, KaK 4eJI0BeK OyIeT BHIKPYYHUBATHCS.

— U kak s cripaBisiioch?

— Iloka Hemoxo.

OH HekoTOpOe BpeMs MoIvall, 3aTeM CKa3all:

— Ja. 4 cornacuics.

daycra nocMoTpesa Ha Her0 BHUMATEJIbHO.

— WU3-3a mensa?

— Ecym Obl 51 cKazan «j1a», Bl Obl MOBEPUIIN?

Ona ynbIOHyIaCh.

— Her.

— Torna He Oyay HaUMHATH CEMEWHYIO KU3Hb ¢ OECITIONE3HOM JIKU.

Ha stoT pa3 paccmesiach yxe oHa.

OpHako yepe3 MIrHOBEHHUE CTalla CEPbE3HOM.

— A Bcé-Taku?

KoHcTaHTHH mocMoTpen Ha Hee.

OH Mor cKa3aTh O TIOJIMTHKE, O HEOOXOAUMOCTH COI03a, O Moiepkke Makcumuana. Be€ ato
ObL10 MpaBaoit. Ho 3a mocneqHue qHU OH IEUCTBUTEIFHO HECKOBKO pa3 JIOBUJI ce0sl Ha MBICIIH, TO
BCIIOMMHAET UX Pa3roBOp.

— IloToMy YTO MHE KaXeTcsl, YTO MbI CMOKEM XOTsI Obl Pa3roBapMBaTh JAPYT C JPYrOM YECTHO,
— CKazaJj OH.

daycra HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl HUUEro He OTBEevaa.

— D710 He caMasi pOMaHTUYecKasi MPUYMHA I Opaka.

— B Pume ceiiyac BooOIIe Majio pPOMaHTHKH.

— D710 1 yKe 3aMeTuJIa.

OHU CHOBA NOIUIY TIO JOPOXKKE.

B stor MmomeHT KoHcTaHTHH emé He 3Has, CKOJIBKO pa3 eMy MPUAETCS MOXKAJIETh O COOCTBEH-
HOW YBEpeHHOCTH B mos1Xx. OH He MOT TIpeABUICTh OYIYIIMX U3MEH, CMEPTEel U PeIlieHHiA, KOTOPbIe
CITyCT$I TO/IbI OYIYT MPEeCc/eioBaTh ero Jake TOraa, KOrjaa BJIacTh OKAXKETCs B €ro pyKax.

Ceituac BC€ Ka3aJa0Ch 3HAUUTEIHHO MPOIIIE.

Ilepen 1M cTosLI COIO3.

OH naBan eMy CHIBHBIX POJCTBEHHHKOB, HOBOE TMOJIOKEHUE CPEAM 3alafHbIX MpaBHUTENen U
BO3MOXHOCTb TepecTaTh ObITh YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO HAOMIOIAeT 32 OOPbOOH JIPYTHX.

Ho Bmecrte ¢ 3tum coo3om KoHcTanTHH Aenat emnié oquH mar B caMblil IEHTP Oyayiei BOMHBI.

MakceH1uii Terepb CTAHOBHJICS €r0 POJCTBEHHUKOM.

MaxkcummuaH — TeCTEM.
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daycra — KEeHOU.

W kaxaplil U3 HUX OHAKIBI MOTPEOYET OT HEro cAesaTh BBIOOP.

B tot Beuep, Bo3Bparasck Bo ABopell, KOHCTaHTHH OCTaHOBWIICS y CTEHBI, OTKYJa OTKPbIBAJICS
BUJI Ha TOPO/I.

BHugzy yixe 3axuramics orau. [1o joporam 1BUranuch NOBO3KH, U3ajieKa JOHOCUIIUCH rOI0ca,
a 3a peKo MOCTENIEHHO TEMHEJH Jieca.

Nmriepus nponoskana KuTh.

['ne-To cobupanu Haory.

I'ne-To conpatel cTOSAIM Ha TPaHULIE.

B Pume cenaropsl 06cyxaani MakceHIusl.

Ha Bocroke ['anepuii HaBepHsKa rOTOBUJI HOBbIE PELLIEHUS.

A 31ech, B Tpupe, OIuH MOJIOOH 11€3apb TOJIBKO YTO ciesiall BHIOOP, KOTOPBIH Ka3aJicsi BCEro
JIMIIb BBHITOIHBIM MOJUTUYECKUM COIO30M.

KoHcraHTHH emé He 3HaJI, 9TO OYeHb CKOPO eMy MPUAETCS BHIOMpPATh CHOBA.

Tonbko cremyomuii BRIOOp OyeT KacaTbes yxke He Opaka v He COIO3HUKOB.

Emy npunércsi pemurh, KOMy OH TOTOB JOBEPHUTH CBOIO KU3Hb, CBOIO BJIAaCTh M Oy/ylliee Beeit
3ara/iHoM 4acTU UMIIEPUM.

A noka Haj Tpupom ornyckanach CHOKOWHAsI BECEHHSISI HOYb.

W HuuTO HE npeaBelano, YTo 3Ta CHOKOMCTBUE MPOJIUTCS COBCEM HEJOINTO.
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I'naBa 4

Tenp Boctoka

CBanp6a Koncrantuna n ®ayctsl cocrosiiiach 03 TOM Ype3MEpHOI MBIIIHOCTH, KOTOPYIO MHO-
r'Me OKUJAINA YBUIETh OT COI03a JBYX MUMIIEPATOPCKUX ceMer. OIHAKO Jake CPABHUTEIBHO CKPOM-
Hasl LlepeMoHus IpuBJiekia B Tpup MHOxecTBO noaen. IIpuexanm npeacraBuTeny ropoioB, BOEHHbIE
KOMaH/IMPbl, YMHOBHUKH M MOCITbL. Kak/1p1il moHMMaJ1, 9To 3TOT OpaKk 03HavaeT ropaszio Oosbiie, YeM
COEJIMHEHHUE JIByX MOJIOJBIX JIOIEH.

Tenepb KoHcrantu ObLT cBsA3aH ¢ ceMbeit MakcuMuaHa.

A 3HauuT, 1 ¢ MakceHIMeM.

W xoT4 opu1maabHO HUKTO HE TOBOPHII O HOBOM IOJIMTUYECKOM COK03€, UMEHHO TaK €r0 BOC-
IIPUHUMAJIY TIOYTH BCE, KTO IIPUCYTCTBOBAJI HA LIEPEMOHHUU.

KoHcTanTHH 3aMeTHI 3TO 1€ 10 Havasla Mpa3HUKa.

OnuH 13 NPUOBIBIIMX TTOCJIOB CIIMIIIKOM JOJITO pa3roBapHBall C €r0 COBETHUKOM. [Ipyroii BHU-
MAaTeJIbHO CIEQWII 3a TEM, KTO U IJ€ CUIUT 3a CTOJI0M. HECKOIIBKO BOEHHBIX KOMaHIMPOB, MPEKIE
OTHOCHUBIIMXCS K HEMY C OObIUHBIM yBaXXEHUEM, TeNIepb CMOTPEJIM UHAYE.

OHH o1leHNBAaJI.

ITerTanuce noHATSH, cran au KoHcTaHTHH crilbHEE.

N Hackonbko.

ITO He pa3Apaxao ero.

OH yXe NIpUBBIK K TOMY, YTO Y€JIOBEK, IOy YMBILIUH BJIACTh, IEPECTAET IPUHAJIEKATD CAMOMY
cebe. JIioboe ero cioBoO MOIIIH MepecKa3arh, JOOOH KeCT — MCTOIKOBATD, JII0O0E BhIpaKEHHE JIMIA
— IIPEBPATUTh B NIPEIMET Pa3rOBOPOB.

Ho teniepp cutyarys Ob1a HHOM.

Panpie Koncrantun 6su1 ceiHoM KoHcranmms Xnopa v ie3apem, npu3HaHHbeIM [ aneprem.

Teneps 3a ero cnuHOM cTosi1 en€ 1 MakcuMuaH.

ITO 03HAYAJIO, YTO HA HETO HAYaJIM CMOTPETh KAK HAa CAMOCTOATENILHYIO CHJTY.

W nmeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT ¢ BocTOKa NpuIIIO NUCHMO.

[MocnaHHUK PUOBLT TIO3THO BEYEPOM.

KoHCTaHTHH TONBKO BEpHYJICS C MPa3AHUYHOIO yXKMHA, KOra HA4yaJbHUK OXPaHbl COOOIIINII,
YTO YeJIOBeK TpeOyeT HeMEeAJIeHHOW BCTPEeUM U yTBEpKAaeT, OyATO MUChMO MpeJHA3HAUYEHO JINIHO
eMy.

— Or koro? — ciipocunt Koncrantus.

— OH roBOpHUT, 4TO OT BOCTOYHOTO aBrycTa.

KoHCTaHTHH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I MOJTYaJl.

— Tanepuii?

— OH He Ha3BaJI UMEHHU.

— Koneuno.

KoHcTranTH ycmexHyscs.

— Ecnu 4yesnoBek npuesxaeT HOUbIO U HE Ha3bIBAET UMEHU CBOETO FOCIIOJMHA, 3HAYUT, TUCbMO
OyZleT UHTEPECHBIM.

OH npukaszaj NpoBeCTH MOCIaHHUKA.

ToT oka3zajicss 4eJIOBEKOM CPEOHHMX JIET, XyAOLIABbIM, C YCTaJIbIM JIMLIOM ITyTELIECTBEHHUKA.
ITpu1b Ha ero ofesx e NoKa3blBajla, YTO OH JEUCTBUTENILHO MIOUTH HE OCTAHABIIMBAJICA B JJOPOTE.

OH TOKJIOHWICS ¥ TIPOTSIHYJT HEOOJIBIIION CBUTOK.

Ilevars KoHCTaHTHH y3HaJI cpasy.

lanepwui.

KoHCTaHTHH B35U1 TMCBMO U KECTOM IOKa3aJl BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM BBIUTH.
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B xoMHaTe ocTanuch TOJIBKO OH U €r0 OJIMKAKNIINI COBETHUK.

CBUTOK OKa3aJiCsl KOPOTKHUM.

Tanepwii nozapasisin Koncrantuna ¢ Opakom.

370 yKe caMo 1o ceOe OKA3aI0Ch eMy CTPAHHBIM.

B nuceme e Obu10 yrpo3. He 610 TpedoBanmii. He ObLIO gaxe MPUBBIYHBIX HATIOMUHAHUI
0 JI0JIre Tepe]1 UMIIEpUen.

laepuii vicast CIOKOWHO Y TIOUTH JIPYKETIOOHO.

OH coo0mast, YTo BHUMATEIBHO CIIEIUT 32 MOJNIOKEHNEM Ha 3arajie ¥ pacCUMThIBAET Ha TO, YTO
KoHCTaHTHH COXpaHHUT BEpPHOCTh YCTAHOBJICHHOMY MOPsAKY. OCOOEHHO €ro MHTEPECOBAIO BIMSHUE
MakcrmuaHa.

KoHcTanTH nepeurTai nocjiegHue CTPOKH enié pas.

— Hy? — cnpocuin coBeTHUK.

KoHcTaHTHH NONOXKWII TMChMO Ha CTOJI.

— Tanepwmii 6ecrioKouTCsl.

— O Bac?

— O Makcumuase.

— Pa3Be 310 HEe 0HO U TO *e?

KoHcTaHTHH mocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— BoT 310 51 ¥ NBITAIOCh TTOHSATD.

OH cHOBa B351J1 TUCHMO.

lanepuii He nucan npsamo, 4to KOHCTaHTHH IOKEH OTIANIUThCS OT HOBOro TecTs. OH He Tpe-
OoBasT OOBSICHEHUH M He 3arperian coo3. Ho 3a kaxaoi crokoiHou ()pa3oil 4yBCTBOBAIOCH HEMIO-
BEpUe.

lanepwii noHMMas, 4to MakcMMHUaH CHOBA MOSIBUJICS B OOJIBIIION TIOJIUTHKE.

A KoHCTaHTHH Ternepb OKa3aJICs PAAOM C HAM.

JI7151 BOCTOYHOTO aBI'yCTa 3TO OBUIO TJIOXOW HOBOCTBIO.

— Yro BbI OTBETUTE? — CIIPOCHUJT COBETHUK.

KoHcranTuH rmpomesncs no kKoMHare.

— IMob6naropapio 3a NO3ApaBIICHUSI.

— U Bce?

— A 4TO emI€ OH XOYeT YCJIbIIIATh?

— Y10 BHI BEpHHI €MY.

— 4 nezapb. POpMaIBHO A U TaK EMY NOAYUHSAIOCH.

COBETHUK YCMEXHYJICS.

— BBl 0ueHb XOPOIIIO HAYYMJIUCh TOBOPHUTH MPABIY TaK, YTOOBI KaXIbIid YCIIBIIIAT B HEW CBOE.

KoHcTaHTHH OCTaHOBUIICS.

— 9TO0 Ha3bIBAETCS OCTOPOKHOCTHIO.

— WHoraa 310 Ha3bIBaeTCs MOIUTUKOM.

Heckosnpko cekyH/1 OHM MOTyaiu.

3arem KoHcTaHTHH MOIOIIEN K CTOMY.

— IIpuroross oTBer.

— Kakoi?

— Camblil CTTIOKOVHBI.

— 9T0 MOXKET He oHpaBUThcs ["anepuio.

— VIMEHHO MO3TOMY OH €r0 U MOJIyYHT.

Yepes nBa A MakcuMuaH caM 3arOBOPUJI C HUM O MHChME.

OHM BCTpEeTWJIMCh yTPOM, €€ JO Hayajla 3acelaHusi C BOEHHBIMM cOBeTHUKamMH. CTapuk
BBIIVISIZAEN pa3/ipaXEHHBIM M JJaKe HE MBbITAJICS CKPbIBATh 3TOTO.

— Tanepwmii HanMcan Tebe, — CKa3aa OH BMECTO MPUBETCTBUS.
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KoHcTanTHH NoaHs I1a3a OT JOKYMEHTOB.

— ¥ Bac npekpacHas city:x0a OCBEIOMJICHUSI.

— V¥ MeHs npeKpacHbIi OIBIT.

— 3T0 OOHO U TO Xe?

— Her. OnsIT eHHee.

KoHCcTaHTHH OTIIOKWIT MUCBMO, KOTOPOE YMTaJ.

— Bub1 X0THTE y3HATDH, UTO OH Hamuca?

— Her. 4 xo4y y3HaTh, 4YTO OTBETHUILIb THI.

KoHcTaHTHH BHUMATEIBHO MOCMOTPES Ha HETO.

— Tloyemy Bac 3TO Tak BOJIHYeT?

MaxkcumuaH ces HalpoTHB.

— [loromy uTo "anepuii HUKOrIa HUYETO HE JeaeT NpocTo Tak. Eciu oH penmsi HanoMHUTD
0 ce0e MMEHHO celvac, 3HAUUT, KTO-TO yKe CKa3aJl eMy O HallleM COIo3e.

— OO0 3TOM 3HAeT MOJOBUHA UMIIEPUH.

— Bor umenHo.

KoHcranTuH 3agymascs.

— BHI cunTaere, OH TOTOBUTCA K IEUCTBUSAM ?

— 4 cunraio, yro [anepwuii 6Goutcs.

KoncrantH ycmexHysics.

— lanepuii? bourcsa?

— Bourcs He Hac. OH OOUTCS TOTEPSATH KOHTPOJIb.

MakcruMuaH HaKJIOHWJICS BIEPE.

— B aToM pasHuiia. YenoBek MOxeT He O0SIThCs Bpara, €CJIi yBepeH, uTo CriocoOeH ero mnoode-
auth. Ho oH Beerna OOMTCS HACTYIUIEHUSI MOMEHTA, KOrja TIOMMET, UTO OOJIbIIe He YIpaBJseT COObI-
TUSIMHU.

Otu cioBa 3actaBiiv KoHcTaHTHHA 3a1yMaThbCsl.

Bo3moxno, MakcuMuaH ObLT TIpaB.

Cucrema, KOTOpYIO KOrja-To co3aai JIuokieruan, Teneps pa3pylanach MpsMo Ha IJa3ax.

Makcenuumii KoHTponuposai Pum.

Koncrantun ykperisuica B ['ajumn.

MakcumuaH CHOBa BEpHYJICS B ITOJIUTHUKY.

lanepuii no-npexHeMy OcTaBajCsl CUJIbHBIM IPaBUTENIEM, HO YK€ HE MOI OJHUM IPUKA30M
pemuThb cyap0y 3amnaia.

W 310 03HAUasN0, YTO HACTYMNAJIO BpeMsl, KOrJa Kaxblil IMIIEpATOp HAUHET UCKaTh cede CoIo3-
HUKOB.

Koncrantun nocmorpen Ha Makcumuana.

— A BbI? Bol uero xorute?

CrapuK yabIOHYJICS.

— Haxonen-To Tbl 3a/1aJ1 TpaBUIIbHBII BOIIPOC.

KoHcTaHTHH HE OTBETHII.

MakcrMMaH BCTajl ¥ MOAOIIEN K OKHY.

— 4 xouy, 4ToOBI 3amaj nepecra kaaTh MpUKa3oB ¢ BocToka.

OH POU3HEC ITO CIIOKOWHO.

Opnnako KoHcTaHTHH cpa3y MOHsI, HACKOJIBKO OMACHbI 9TH CJIOBA.

— 9T0 yKe NMOYTU NIPU3bIB K BOMHE.

— Her.

MakcumuaH oOepHYJICS.

— ITO NPU3BIB K CAMOCTOATEIHHOCTHU. BoliHa HaUMHaeTCs TOr/1a, Korjaa KTo-To IPYTroi periaer,
YTO CaMOCTOSITEJIBHOCTb OIacHa.
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KoHcTaHTHH MOCMOTpEIT Ha HEro U BIIEPBbIE IIOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO COOBITHSI HAUMHAIOT IBUTAThCS
ObICTpee, YeM OH PACCUMTHIBAIL.

Jlo cux nop emy yaaBaJioCh KJaTh.

Ha6monats 3a 6opbO0it Makcenuust u ['anepusi.

VYKperaTs CBOM 3eMIIN.

CosznaBaTh apMHIO.

3aKJII0YUTh BBITOIHBIN COI03.

Ho Tenepp Boctok cam oOpatiii Ha HEro BHUMaHUe.

W 310 03Hauano, 4To NpexHee CIOKOWCTBHUE MOCTENEHHO 3aKaHYMBAETCS.

B ToT ke Beuep KOHCTaHTHH BBIILIET HA KPEIIOCTHYIO CTEHY.

[lepen Hum nexan ropoa. 3a creHaMu Tpupa HauMHAJIACh OTPOMHASI UMIIEPUS], KOTOPYIO yke
HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO yepXKaTh MPEKHUMH IPUKA3aAMHU.

On aymai o l'anepun.

O Makcumuane.

O Makcenuumu.

O daycre.

Kaxapiit 13 HUX TIO-CBOEMY TSIHYJ ero B OyyIuee.

Ho BriepBbie KoHcTaHTHH MOUyBCTBOBAI, YTO I0JKEH PEIIMTh HEYTO BAXKHOE CAMOCTOSITENBHO.

He kak ceiH KoHCcTaHmg.

He kak 3a1p MakcumuaHa.

He kax ne3app, HazHaueHHbIN [anepuem.

A Kak 4YesioBeK, KOTOPOMY PaHO WJIM TIO3[HO MPUAETCS CaMOMY OIPEEIUTb, KaKol OyIeT ero
BJIACTb.

W ¢ 3T0r0 MOMeHTa ero myTh Hayasl PaCXOAUTHCS C JOPOToi, KOTOPYIO /17151 HErO KOria-To MpH-
AyMaJli Ipyrue.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIHEH Tocie pa3roBopa ¢ MakcrumuaHoM KOHCTaHTHH TONy4YMIT MPockOy,
KOTOpasi Ha TEpPBBIM B3I/ TMOKAa3aJach €My CIIMIIKOM HE3HAYMTESBHOM, YTOOBI 3aHMMATHCS €10
JIMYHO.

B Tpupe npousomén cnop Mexay AByMs odmuHamu. Cam 1o cebe MofoOHbIN ciryJaid He ObLT
YeM-TO HeOOBIYHBIM. B 00JbIIIOM ropoze, rae Ui BHIXOALB U3 Pa3HbIX YacTell UMIIEPUH, MOCTO-
SIHHO BO3HMKaIU pasHoriacus. CHOpuM TOProBLbl, CYAWIMCh 3EMJIEBNIAIENbLIbI, KaJTOBAIUCh HA
YMHOBHUKOB, CCOPUJIUCH MEsK1y co00i cocequ. MIHOraa mpuarHON CTaHOBWITUCH IEHbIM, MHOTA —
3eMJIs, MIHOTZ1a — MPOCTO CTapasi HeMPUsI3Hb.

Ho Ha 3T10T pa3 aeno okaszanoch cioxHee.

Ccopa Hayajach BO3JI€ OJHOTO M3 CTapblX CBATWIMIL. ['pynma MoJonbIX JIIoAey, MpuHaie-
KaBIIMX K XPUCTHAHCKOW OOIIMHE, MOMBITANIACH COPBAThH MPA3JHUK, KOTOPHIN YCTPAUBAIN KUTEIIH
ropoza. OHM HE OTPAaHUYIIIMCH TIPOTIOBEASIMU U MPpHU3bIBaMU. KTO-TO Hayan BBIKPUKHUBATH OCKOPO-
JIeHW 1, 3aTeM NOSIBUJIMCh OTBETHBIE KPUKH, & BCKOPE B TOJIE HaYaJIach Jpaka.

Heckonbko yenoBek Noayyuiv CepbE3HbIE PAHEHUS.

OnvH U3 rOpOACKUX CTPAKHUKOB IOMBITAJICS PA3HATH JAEPYLIUXCS, HO MOMYUYMII yIap KAMHEM
Y TIOTEPsU1 CO3HAHMUE.

ITocne 3Toro NpuIIOCh BMEIIAThCS CONJaTaMm.

KoHcTanTHHY JOMOKWIN O CITyYMBIIEMCS Ha CIIEAYIOIINN IEHb.

— Kro Havan? — cnpocut oH.

UMHOBHUK, CTOSIBIINY NIEpe]l HUM, 3aMETHO 3aMsICs.

— 9TO TPYAHO YCTAHOBUTbH, FOCTIOAMH.

— Tlouemy?

— Kaxpas cropoHa yTBepkIaeT, UTo BUHOBATa JIpyrasi.

— A cugerenu?
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— CBujeTenu NpuHaUIeKaT K pa3HbIM CTOPOHAM.

KoHcTaHTHH mocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— Kak yno6Ho.

YUMHOBHMK OITyCTHJI [J1a3a.

— Yro TpebyoT xpuctrane?

— OHU yTBEpK/1aI0T, UTO UX JIOJEH clTpoBOLIMpoBaid. KpoMe Toro, oHM kajyloTcs, 4To ropoj-
CKHE BJIACTH HEOCTATOYHO 3ALTHIIAIOT UX OT OCKOPOJICHUH.

— A napyras ctopoHa?

— Onu TpedyIoT HaKa3aTh TeX, KTO MBITAJICS COPBATh MPa3IHUK.

KoHcTaHTHH HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl MOTYAJL.

Oo6bryHOE perieHre O66U10 OBl TpocThM. [lepenars 1e10 TopoICKOMY Cyay, BHICTYIIATh CBUJIE-
TeJIel, HaKa3aTh BUHOBHBIX U OOJIbIIIE K STOMY HE BO3BPAIAThCS.

Ho KoHcTanTH moHumal, 4to Aeso yke BBIIUIO 32 Tpeieibl OOBIYHOMN IPaKH.

Obe CTOpOHBI KAATH OT HErO PereHHs.

Kaxpas Hagesiach, 4TO MMIIEPATOP WIIHM 11€3apb — B 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT TOT'O, KAK Ha3bIBAJIU €T0
JHOY B Pa3roBOPax MeXJy COOOM, — BCTaHET IMEHHO Ha €€ CTOPOHY.

U Bot 3T0r0 KOHCTaHTHH Ne1aTh HE XOTel.

— Ilyctb mpuayT 00€ CTOPOHBI, — CKa3ajl OH.

YUMHOBHUK yOUBUIICA.

— Ciona?

— Jla.

— IpencraBurenu oOmuH?

— HMmenHo.

— Ho o06b1yHO Takue jaena...

— 41 3Ha10, KaKk OOBIYHO PACCMATPUBAIOT TAKKE JieJIa.

KoHcranTH nogHsics us-3a crona.

— CeronHs 1 X04y pacCMOTPETh €ro MHayve.

Bo aBoper npeacTaBuTeiv 06eMx CTOPOH MPUIILTH YK€ TOCIIe TOTy/IHS.

XpucTHaHe MPUCTIAIN HECKOJIbKUX CTApeHIlIMH U OJHOTO TMOKUJIOTO YesioBeKa, Kotoporo Kon-
CTQHTHH paHblle He BUJEN. TOT aepXkajcs CIOKOIHO, He MbITAJICS CIIOPUTh C OXPAHOU U J1a)ke He
BBITJISIZIENT OCOOEHHO BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

Ot xuTenei ropoaa MpUOBLTH NIPEACTABUTEN HECKOJBKUX CTapbix cemeit. Cpequ HUX ObLT U
JKPpeIr] MeCTHOTO CBATHJIUINA — YEJIOBEK C I'YCTOM CeIoi OOPOION U TSKEIBIM B3TJISIOM.

OHM cMOTpenH Apyr Ha JIpyra € IJIOXO CKPbIBAEMOM HETIPUSIZHBIO.

KoHcTranTHH 3ameTni 31o cpasy.

OH cugen B Kpeciie, psJIoM CTOSUIM HECKOJIbKO COBETHUKOB. UyTh B cTOpoHe Haxonwics Mak-
cumuaH. Crapblii UMIepaTop HE y4acTBOBaJI B pa3roBope, HO KOHCTaHTHMH Bujen, 4To eMy HHTe-
PECHO, KaK OH MOCTYIIMUT.

IlepBbIM 3aroBOpUJI TOPOICKON YMHOBHHUK.

OH noapoOHO M3MOKKUIT BCE, YTO YAAJIOCh YCTAHOBUTH. MOJIOZIBIE JIIOIM TIPUIIUIM K MECTY Mpa3/-
Huka. Hayanuch BBIKpUKU. 3aTeM KTO-TO TOJIKHYJI OIHOI'O M3 yYacTHUKOB Ipoueccu. [locne storo
B XO/] IIOIIUIY KYJIaK{, AJIKKA U KaMHU.

Korga umHOBHMK 3akoHuYMs, KOHCTaHTMH NOCMOTpeN Ha NpeACTaBUTENEeN XPUCTUAHCKOW
OOIIUHBI.

— Bel npu3Haére, 4TO Bally IO PULLUIY TyAa?

[Toxwunon yenoBek caeai mar BOepen.

— OHU NPUILLIY TOBOPUTS C JIIOABMM.

— Bo Bpewms npazgHuka?

— Ja.
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— 3auem?

Crapuk HEMHOTO OMOJTYAI.

— Yt00BI OOBSCHUTH VIM, YTO OHH UAYT JIOKHBIM ITyTEM.

B 3ane cpa3y nocabimasics mym.

KoHcTaHTHH OAHAT PyKY, U BCE 3aMOTYAIN.

— A KTO Aajl UM IIPaBO pellaTh, KAKUM MYTEM JOJIKHBI UATH OCTajIbHbIE kuTesnu Tpupa?

XpUCTUAHUH BHUMATEJILHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO.

— OHH CYMUTAIOT, YTO UX JOJT...

— 41 cnpocun He 00 uX Jonre.

lNonoc KoHcranTrHa ocTaBajicsi CHOKOMHBIM.

— 4 cipocuit, KTO 1a1 UM ITpaBo.

Crapuk He OTBETHUII.

Torpa KoHcTaHTHH MOBEPHYJICS K JPYror CTOPOHE.

— A BHI?

JKpen nofgHsA ronosy.

— OHM 0CcKOPOWIIM HAIIl TPa3/IHUK.

— W nostomy Baim Jiroau Hayaiu apaky?

— M1 3ammrmany ceds.

— Kamnasavn?

Kpen HaxMypuJICs.

KoHCTaHTHH HECKOJIBKO CEKyHJ] CMOTpeJT Ha 0O0UX.

3areM MeIJIEHHO TO/IHSLIC.

— 4 BrKy niepen coOoM JTofiel, KOTOPbIE YBEpEeHBI, UTO MpaBJa HAXOAUTCS TOIBKO HA UX CTO-
poHe. W Kaxaplil U3 BaC CYMTAET, YTO UMEHHO [I03TOMY €My IO3BOJIEHO JIeJIaTh TO, YTO 3aIpeIieHO
JOPYTHM.

OH 00BEN B3MIAIOM 3aJl.

— OavH NpUXOAUT Ty, KyJa ero He MPUIJIAIaid, U HAYMHAET OOBICHSATh TyKUM JIOISM,
KaK UM ClieyeT KuTb. JIpyroi oTBevyaeT Ha CjIoBa KyJlakKaMyd M KaMHSIMH. A TIOTOM 00a MPUXOAST
ciofia ¥ TpeOyIoT, YTOOBI 51 TPU3HAT BUHOBATHIMH TOJIBKO MPOTUBHHUKOB.

B 3asie cHOBa cTasno THXO.

KoncranTrH nopomeén omxke.

— Tocnymaiite MeHs1 BHUMaTeIbHO. MHe 6e3pa3imyHO, KOMY Bbl MOJIUTECH, TIOKA BbI JKUBETE
110 3aKoHaM Puma.

OH caemnan HeOOJBIIYIO May3y.

— Tloka s mpaBmo Pumowm, denoBek OyaeT IleHeH He MOTOMY, KOMY OH MOJIMTCSI. A MOTOMY,
CJTY’KUT JIM OH UMIIEPUH.

ITH cI0Ba MPO3BYYAJIN HETPOMKO.

Ho Teneps B 3a51e He OBUIO HU OJJHOTO YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIA HE CITyIai Obl ero.

KoHcTanTH mpogosmku:

— XpUCTHAHUH UMEET MIPaBO BEPUTh TaK, KaK CUMTAET HY:KHBIM. JKpell uMeeT paBo CoBep-
maTh cBoM 00psiapl. Ho HM oMH U3 Bac He UMeeT MpaBa yCTpanBaTh OECMOPSAKU B rOpoze, IIOTOMY
YTO penn, OyITo ero Bepa BakHee 3aKOHa.

[Toxuoi XprUcTuaHUH MeJIJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— Ho ecTtb 3aKk0H BBbIlIIE YEJIOBEYECKOTO.

KoHcTaHTHH mocMOTpen Ha Hero.

— BosmoxHo.

OH ckazan 310 6€3 HaCMEIIKH.
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— Ho noka Jiiou ’KUBYT PSIIOM JIPYT C APYTOM, UM BCE PaBHO MPUXOIUTCS IOAUMHSITHCS YeJI0-
BEUYECKHMM 3aKOHaM. MHave Kask/Iblii HAUHET CYMTaATh ceOsl eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO 3HAET UCTUHY, U TOT/IA
BMECTO UMITEPUH OCTAHYTCS THICSUM BPAXKIYIOIIUX MEKITY COOOM TOpOIOB.

Crapuk XOTes YTO-TO OTBETUTh, HO KOHCTaHTUH MPOJOIIKIITL:

— 41 ne 3ampemiato Tebe BepuTh. He 3arperaio roBoputh 0 cBoelt Bepe. He 3arpeman yoex-
JaTh IPYTUX JIOCH.

OH noBepHYJICSA K Kpelry.

— U 1ebe 51 He 3ampenal coBepiiaTh 0Opsiabl, KOTOPbIE COBEPIIATA TBOM MPEAKH.

3atem KoHCTaHTHH CHOBa MOCMOTpEN Ha 0O0HX.

— Ho Pumom nipaBAaT He kpensl.

Teneps yxxe MakcuMuaH cjierka U3MEHUJICS B JIALIE.

OH noHsu1, yto0 KOHCTaHTHH rOBOPUT HE MPOCTO O jipake B Tpupe.

KoHcTaHTHH TeM BpeMeHeM MPOIOJIKHUIL:

— JKpew MokeT roBOpUTH YEJIOBEKY O TOM, UTO KAET ero nocse cMeptu. Ho moka stot yenosek
JKUBET Ha 3emuie Puma, nopsiIok 3/1€Ch YCTAHABIIMBAET BJIACTD.

OH cnienan nay3y.

— W HUKTO He cTaHeT UCIOoIb30BaTh CBOIO BEPY KaK pa3pelleHre HapyIlaTh 3aKOH.

ITocne 3TOrO penieHne okazaaoch MPOCTIM.

Bce yyacTHUKY Apaky JOTKHBI ObLTA OBITH HAi/IEHBI M HAKA3aHBI HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, K KaKOW
oOmHe npuHaiekand. ['opoackue Bi1acTu 00s3aa BOCCTAHOBUTH MOPSIIOK BO3JIE CBATHIIUINA U
o0ecrieunTh 0e30MaCHOCTh ISl BCeX JKUTEJIEH ropoja.

HukTo He momyums ocoObIX Mpas.

W HUKTO He ObLT OOBSBIICH BParoMm.

Koraa npencraBurteny oOmuH NOKUHYJIM JBOpel, MakCMMHUaH HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl MOJTYAI.

3aremM MeIJIEeHHO MPOU3HEC:

— Tol moHMMaelb, 4To ceryac caenan’?

KoHcTaHTHH MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

— OcTaHOBUJI JIpaKy.

— Her.

Crapuk nokayas rojJoBOu.

— ThI cKaza JoAsM TO, Yero OT TeOs paHbIlle HUKTO HE TOBOPHIIL.

— A umeHHO?

MakcrMuaH BHUMATENIbHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO.

— Tsl mocTaBwII BJIACTh UMIIEPATOPA BHIIIE X BEPHI.

KoHcTaHnTHH HEMHOTO nogyMa.

— Her.

OH NofIONIEN K OKHY.

— 4 nocTaBuU MOPSI/IOK BHIIIE UX KEIAHUS 3aCTABUTh OCTAJIbHBIX KUTh TaK, KAK XOUETCS UM.

MakcruMHaH yCMEXHYJICS.

— Hassiaii 310 Kak xouenib. Ho s1 661 Ha TBOEM MecTe 3aIIOMHIJI CETOJHSIIHUN JICHb.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTtomy uTO KOrma-HUOYIb KTO-HUOYAb 00SI3aTeIbHO BCIIOMHUT 3TH CJIOBA.

KoncrantH mocMorpen BHU3, Ha ynuLbl Tpupa.

Tam 11a oObuHasK KU3Hb. JII0IM TOPONMITKCH 1O CBOMM JIeJIaM, TOPTOBIIBI 3aK PhIBAJIU JIABKH,
COJIJAThl BO3BPAILAJIKCH B Ka3aPMBI.

OH em¢€ He 3HaJI, YTO HEOOJIBIIION CIIOP B TPOBUHIMATILHOM TOpOJIe AEHCTBUTENBHO CTAHET IS
HEro Ha4yaJioM 4ero-To OOJIbIIErO.

He BoiinbI.

[Toka emwg Her.
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W naxe He 60pHOBI C KAKOW-TO BEPO.

Ho ¢ storo nus KoHcTaHTHH BriepBble sICHO MOHSUI, KAKMM He JJOJIKeH ObITh Oymymid Pum.

Hwu onna Bepa He JOIKHA MOTYYUTh MPABO TOBOPHUTH OT UMEHH BCEH MMIIEpUH.

A 3HAUWT, PaHO WJIH MO3/IHO €My IPHUIETCS PEIITb, CMOXKET JIM OH YAEpKaThb STOT MPUHIIHUII,
KOTJa BOKPYT TMOSIBSITCS JIIOAW, KOTOPBHIM OJJHOTO PaBEHCTBA OyJeT yKe HeAOCTATOUHO.

Pasrosop Bo aBOpLIE 3aKOHUMIICA, OOHAKO /151 KOHCTaHTHHA 9Ta UCTOPUS HE 3aKOHUMIIACh BME-
CTe C yXOJIOM TIpe/ICTaBUTeN el JIByX OOIIIHH.

OH e1g Jonro CTosl y OKHa, IMIss Ha YJIMIly, U BCIIOMUHAJI CJI0Ba MOXKUJIOTO XPUCTUAHUHA.
ToT roBopuII CIOKOMHO, 63 yrpo3bl 1 0e3 37100, HO UMEHHO 3TO M0YeMY-TO He AaBajio KoHcTaHTUHY
TIOKOSI.

«EcTb 3aKOH BBIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOTI0».

KoHcTaHTHH npeKkpacHO MOHMUMAJI, YTO MOI00HbIE MBICTH He ObLITM YeM-TO HOBBIM. OH CJIbIIIIAT
MOXOKHUE CJIOBA M PaHbIIIe, XOTS JIOAH, POU3HOCHBIIHE MX, MOIJIA 0OpaliaThCs K COBEPIIEHHO pa3-
HBIM Ooram. JKperibl roBopuid o Bosie HeOec. [amareny cepuianuch Ha 3HaMeHust. CTapble pUMCKHUe
CEMbH YTBEPIKIAJIM, YTO X OOBIYAK OCBSIIEHBI BEKAMU U IOTOMY HE MOT'YT OBITh M3MEHEHBI T10 TPH-
XOTH OJJHOTO TIPaBUTEJIS.

Ho xpuctnanuH cka3zan uHave.

OH roBOpWJI HEe O TPAAUIMHU U HE O IpeBHEM OObIvae.

OH roBOpMJI O 3aKOHE, KOTOPbII HE 3aBUCUT OT TOCY/IapCTBa.

Nmenno 310 3actaBriio KoHcraHTHHA 3a1yMaThCs.

OH He cuuTas ceOsl YelI0BEeKOM, KOTOPOMY TMO3BOJICHO pelllaTh, BO YTO JOJKHBI BEPUTh MIJI-
JIMOHBI Jofiel. Bonee Toro, cama MbICb O TOM, YTOOBI MPUKA30M 3aCTaBUTh YEJIOBEKA OTKA3aThCs
OT CBOEH Bephbl, Kazanach emy OeccMbIcieHHOW. CTpax MOKET 3aCTaBUTh MOTYaTh. MOXeT 3aCTaBUTh
YeJIoBeKa CKPBITh CBOM MBICH. HO OH HUKOrJa He U3MEHUT TOTO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT BHYTPH CaMOTO
YeJIOBEKA.

OpHaxo cyniecTBoBaja u ipyrasi CTOpOHa.

Ecnu kaxaplid )KUTENIh MMIIEPUM HAYHET CYUTATh, YTO MMEET MPaBO HAPYIIUTh JIOOOW MPHKa3,
MIOTOMY 4TO €ro COOCTBEHHAsI Bepa BEJIUT MOCTYIUTh MHAYE, TO TOCYIAPCTBO MOCTENIEHHO MEPECTaHEeT
CYILIECTBOBATb.

KoHcTaHTHH MeIJIeHHO IOBEpHYJICS OT OKHA.

B komHare ocraBasics TOJIbKO MakcMMMaH.

— BuI korma-auOyap gymanu o6 atom? — cripocui KoHcTaHTHH.

— O 4ém umeHHO?

— O TOM, IIe 3aKaHUYMBAETCsl Bepa U HAYMHAETCS BIIACTb.

MakcruMHaH yCMEXHYJICS.

— $1 IPOKWIT TOCTAaTOYHO JIOJTO, YTOOBI HOHATH: OHH IMIOCTOSTHHO MBITAIOTCS 3AUTH JPYT K IPYTY
Ha TEPPUTOPHIO.

KoHcrantuH cen.

— W KTO A0JIKEH OTCTYNUTD?

Crapuk noxaJ rnjieyamu.

— OOBIYHO MTPOUTPHIBAET TOT, y KOTO MEHbIIIE COJI/IAT.

KoHcTaHTHH nocMoTpe Ha HEero ¢ HeyAOBOJIbCTBUEM.

— BBl onATh BCE CBOANTE K apMUM.

— [lotoMy uTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCE K HEW CBOIUTCSI.

MakcrMuaH NOJIOMIEN K CTOTY ¥ HAJIWII ce0e BUHA.

— TbI MOXelb U3AaTh CAMBIN CIIPABEUIMBBIA 3aKOH. MOXeIlb TOBOPUTH O CBOOOIE, MOPSIIKE
1 paBeHcTBe. Ho oiHax bl HAllETCS YeIOBEK, KOTOPBIN CKaXeT, YTO TBOW 3aKOH ero He Kacaercs. U
Torza Tebe MpUAETCs pelaTh, YTo AeNIaTh JajblIle.

— HakasbiBars.
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— Jlaxe eciu ero noAJepK1UBaloT THICAYM?

— Ecnu oH HapyIaeT 3akoH — J1a.

MakcrMuaH BHUMATENIbHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO.

— A eciu IeCATKU ThIcs4?

KoHcTaHTHH HE OTBETHII cpasy.

OH npeKkpacHO MOHUMAJI, K YeMy BEAET Pa3roBop.

MakcrMuaH He MHTEPECOBAJICS CIIOPOM MEXy IBYMsI PeJIMIMO3HbBIMU oOnmHaMu. Ero nnTe-
pecoBa’io, HACKOJIbKO AajieKo roToB 3aiiTu KoHcTanTHH, 3ammiasi COOCTBEHHYIO BJaCTh.

— Torna MHe pUAETCS CIPOCUTH cedsl, TOYEeMY OHU OOJIbIIE HE XOTST KUTh 10 3aKOHAM HMITe-
pun, — HakoHel cka3ay KoHCTaHTuHH.

Crapuk ycMexHyJICs.

— Bor nostomy ThI onacHee, 4eM KaxkelbCsl.

— A s gymaJl, Bbl CYUTAETE MEHS CIIMIIKOM MOJIOJbIM.

— MononocTb NpoXoAuT. YMeHuUe 3a1aBaTh HEYA0OHbIE BOITPOCHI OCTAETCSI.

KoHcTaHTHH CHOBa MOAOUIEN K OKHY.

— 41 He X0y, YTOOBI JTOAK OOSITMCh UMITEPATOpA.

MakcuMKaH paccmestics.

— Toraa ThI BEIOpa O4YeHb CTPaHHYIO TPOdeCcCcHIo.

— 4 cepb€3HO.

— W 4 ceppesHO.

Crapuk 1ocTaBuII yary.

— Jliopm MoryT moOuTh uMIepatopa. MoryT HeHaBUAETh ero. MoryT cuMTarh ero cripaBejl-
JIMBBIM WM ecTOKUM. HO eciii oHM mepecTaioT ero O0sITbCsl COBCEM, OUYeHb CKOPO OHM HAYMHAIOT
IIPOBEPATH, UTO UM NO3BOJIEHO.

KoHcTanTuH MeijIeHHO oKavast roJIOBOM.

— Crpax — 1u1oxasi OCHOBa 1Sl TOCY1apCTBa.

— BosmoxHo.

MakcuMuaH nocMOTpe Ha Hero.

— Ho uHoraa nyuiiie crpax nepej OHUM 3aKOHOM, YeM ThICSYa 3aKOHOB, KA bl U3 KOTOPBIX
MIPUHA/IJIEKUT CBOEMY Kpelly.

OTH cI0Ba HEOKUIAHHO MOHpaBWIIMCh KOHCTaHTHHY.

OH He cTaJ TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM BCIIYX.

Bwmecro 3toro cipocut:

— 3HaYUT, BBl COIJIACHBI CO MHOW ?

— Her.

KoHcTranTHH noBepHyics.

— Her?

— ThI cIMIIKOM YBEpEH, YTO CMOXEIllb YAep:KaTb PaBHOBECHE.

MakcrumMuaH noiomen Onxke.

— CerogHs ThI CKa3aJl XpUCTHAHAM, YTO He OyJellb MpecieioBaTh UX. DTO XOPOIIo. 3aBTpa
THI CKaXKeIllb X peram, 9To OHU He TIOTydJaT 0COOBIX MpaB. ITo Toxke Xopoino. Ho mpoiaéT HeckoIbKo
JIET, U OJJHA U3 CTOPOH CTaHET CUJIbHEE JPYTOil.

OH nojHsT nasen.

— U toraa Tebe npuagTcst BHIOMPATh.

KoHncrantnH HaxMypuJCs.

— Tlouemy?

— TMotomMy uTO CHIBHBIN Beeraa TpeOyeT OoJbIIe.

Heckosnpko cekyH/1 OHM MOTyasu.

KoHcTanTHH XOTeN BO3pa3uTh, HO HE CMOT Cpa3y HAlTHU CJIOBA.
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Makcnmuan 3amMeTH1 3To.
— Bot Buauiib.
— 4 emé He cornacuiicsl ¢ BAMH.

— He o6Gs3arensHo comtamarbesa. MTHorma ocTaroyHo 3arilOMHUTh.

[Tocne 3TuX CI0B CTapUK BHILLIET.
KoHcTaHTHH OcTajIcs OIUH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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