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Haraabsa HoannHa
Heyurénnas Juynoctb. Knura
BTOpas. A pocTHLIN BeTep

IIpoJior

Oxono nonyans JIéxa BepHyJICS JOMOI ¢ ouepeJHON XanTyphl. Jletom OH Beeraa monpadarsl-
BaJI: Opast (pprsIaHC M €311 K KJIMEeHTaM HaCTpanuBaTh KOMITbIoTephl. CeromHs rnomnaack meapast K-
eHTKa: BI00ABOK K OIUIaTe OHA IMoJapuiia eMy KOHbSIK U KOPOOKY KOH(eT.

JIéxa Opocuit ploK3ak ¢ IPe3eHTOM Ha JUBaH, CKMHYJI BIQXKHYIO OT JIMIIKOM JKapbl OEKIY U C
J0caIof BCIIOMHMII, YTO BUepa MOOOEII MOUTH € JPY3bsIMU B TeaTp Ha COMHUTENbHYIO «Cyonuma-
io». Hactpoenue cpasy ucnioprusiock. [Ipu Takoii kape — Ha TUishk Obl, a He B Teatp. Yro 3a yro-
BOJICTBUE — CHJIETh B AYIIHOM 3aJI€, Pa3IAAbIBaTh aKTEPOB MEXAY MPUUYECKAMHU COMIHBIX JaM,
HaIpAraTbcs, BCIYIIMBAACh B PEIIMKY, U XK JaTh, KOTZA 3TO My4Y€HHE HAKOHELl 3aKOHYUTCA ?

IToTok coxaneHuil He OTITCKaJl €ero HU 3a 00e/I0M, HH IOTOM, KOIJIa OH BaJIsUICSl HA KPOBATH
¢ kHuro bua I'eifitca «busHec co ckOpOCTBIO MbIC/IN», HA BHYTPEHHEN 00JI0)kKe KoTopoi JIéxa
BBICOKOMEPHO BbIBell: «S TeOs cnenaio, b,

OH 371MIICS, YTO MOAAAJICS Ha YTOBOPHI, HO HE MPU3HABAJICS Jaxe ceOe, YTO COrIaCHJICs TIOUTH
paau OyayIyx MOHTOB Mepes OHOKYPCHUKAMHU. XOTeNI0Ch TOTOM HeOpeKHO OPOCUTDH B Pa3roBope:
«A, “CyOmumanus”... OuepesHON IKCIEPUMEHT HENpU3HAHHOTO reHus. Brpodem, ObUIO KpyToO.
MoskeTe CXOIUTh pajau MPHUKOJIA, ECJIM NONAJETE B YUCIO N30PAHHBIX».

JlnMka He 3pst OOMOJIBIIICS, UTO B 3aJ1e OyIyT TOJIBKO n30paHHble. Kem n3bpanHbie, mouemy —
He 00bsicHII. JI€xa mpeacTaBuil ceOs Cpefid STUX «U30paHHBIX», U YTOJIOK pTa cam coOoM IEPHYJICS
B JIOBOJIbHOM yXxMbUIKe. I'ne /lnMka pa3no0Osut Omnersi? HaBepHsika OoraTeHbKHiA marnaria noJorHal.
Bcé-Ttaku Hato NOUTH.

ITpu MBICH, YTO BCKOpPE OH MPUKOCHETCSA K 3a0aBaM /1UThl, JIEXa OI1yTHII JIETKOE BOJTHEHHUE U
puauB 3Hepru. OH pe3Bo BCKOYMJI M nioMyaiics B gyl [locne gyma gosro cymmn beHOM AJIMH-
HBIE, TYCTBIE, CJIETKA BBIOLMECA TEMHO-PYChIe BOJIOCHL. [10TOM HEPBHO NOPBLICA B KAy M BBITALIUII
YHCTHIE [UKUHCH M HOBYIO SIPKO-KPACHYIO PyOalllKy C CEepbIM 3aiilleM B OOMYH/IMPOBAHUH JIETYMKA HA
crivHe. M3 mpope3seli nuiemMa Topyasy JUIMHHBIE 3a4bd yInu. [lypanumBas kapTuHKa JIExe He Hpa-
BWJIACh, TIO3TOMY pyOalllka 0 CHX MOp HU pa3y He HajeBaiach. B mkady Obu10 nmomHo gyTOonok, a
pyOariek — paz-ziBa 1 004EnCs.

OH rpoMKo, 4ToObI yCiblllIajla MaTh, KPUKHYJ: — Mawm, a rjie Most cuHss pyoaxa?

— B crupke, — AoHeECNIOCh U3 KyXHHU.

Martb cyetunach M TO M J€JO OIVIs/AbIBasIach Ha 4yachl. OHa omasjpiBajia Ha padoTy, HO BCE
HUKaK He MOIJIa OTOPBAaTbCs OT JIOMAIIHUX JieJl. JIEXa HeXOTs CHSUI C BelUAJIKU pyOallky C 3aiLieM.
OH npeanouén Obl HAAETh JIOOMMYIO CUHIOI, O KOTOpol FOJbka Kak-To cKa3asia, 4To 3TOT OTTEHOK
JIeNIaeT ero cepo-romyoble 171a3a 3aMeTHO sipye.

— A KpacHast HOpMaJIbHO B TeaTp? — KpUKHYJI JIEXa B CTOPOHY KYXHU M CKENITUYECKU ITOCMOT-
peJt Ha 3aina.

— Conzér, — paBHOAYIIHO OTBETWJIA MaTh U TYT ke CIIPOCHIIA: — A Kakou Tearp-To?

— Tearp Conucra. «CyOnumanus».

— He xogu! — ucCIyraHHO KpUKHYJIA MaTh YK€ U3 Npuxoxer. — ['0BOpAT, 3T0 HACTOALIMN
kommMap. OHM TaM 9KCIEPUMEHTUPYIOT, @ HaM ITOTOM CJIE3BI JIUTh. He xomu.

JIéxa, 3acTéruBasi MyroBHILIBI HA KPAaCHOW pyOaIlke, JEHUBO U He CIIMIIKOM YBEPEHHO CKa3all:
— Jla nagHO TeGe, BCE HOpMAJIbHO OyJeT.
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Mars 3amisnyia B komHary: — Hy emorpu. Ecim uto He noHpasutces — cpa3sy yxoau. M moectsb
¢ co0oii BO3bMH: B TeaTpax-To Oydersl goporyimue. S Tebe Tam OyTepOpoIb! cienania.

JIéxa ckpuBUIICS: KTO *ke B Tearp ¢ OyrepOponamu xoaut? Ha cydait Oydera oH CyHYI B Kap-
MaH JIKMHCOB JIB€ MSATUCOTKH — BAPYT FOJbKa MOMpOCUT MIOKONA/IKY MJIM MUHEPAJIKY. XOTs, KOJIb-
HyJIa peBHUBAs MbICIIb, [IUMKa HaBepHSKA MIepeXBaTUT MHUIATHBY.

Korma mate ymuia, JIExa oqoOpuTeIbHO OCMOTpEN CBOE OTpakeHHe B 3epKaJie W CTajl XKJaTh
3BoHKa. KoHTeiHep ¢ OyTepOpogaMu OH OPOCHII B PIOK3aK, IJie yxke Jiekalu KopoOka KoHpeT u
OyThUIKA MIOJAPEHHOT0 KOHbsIKA. «He yTsiHeT», — pPe30HHO MoyMaJt OH.

UroOs! G11ecHYTh OCBeIOMIIEHHOCTBIO Tiepen FOmbkoi, JIéxa BBEN B HOYTOYKe 3arpoc O TeaTpe
Conucra. Ha skpaHe BHICKOUMIIN OECIIOJIe3HbIE CCHUIKM MPO COIMCTOB ONEPhl U ONEPETTHI, a TIOTOM
— CTpaHuIIbl B coticeTsix. JI€xa JeHMBO JMCTaN WX, CUASl Ha TIOJOKOHHMKE, MOKA He HATKHYJICS Ha
CTpaHMILy C €IMHCTBEHHBIM OT3bIBOM. TO, UTO OH POYMTAI, €70 032IAUHIIO.

«ITO KaKOW-TO SMOIMOHAJIBHBIN aTTPAKIMOH, yecTHO. CHavana BooOIle He TTOHUMAaelllb, YTO
MIPOUCXOIUT — TeOsI TPOCTO HaKphIBaeT. PacckazaTh HEBO3MOKHO, [1a U HEMb3sl. DTO HE CIIEKTAKJIb,
I71e MOXHO YMJUTUTh U CMOTPETh Ha JieKopaiuu. TyT TeOsi peajlbHO HEMHOTO BCKPHIBAIOT. B 001mem,
TeaTp CTPaHHBIM, HO KJIEBBIA. ECIIM rOTOBBI CJIOBUTH SK3UCTEHIIUAIBHBIN IIOK ¥ HEMHOTO TIOCTPAJaTh
3a CBOU JIEHBI'M — BIIEPEN!»

JanpIie ynutaTh OBUIO HEKOTJA: BO ABOP Bbhexasia [IMMKuHA MammHa. JIExa TyT ke 3aXJIOMHYII
HOYTOYK, COPBAJICSI C MECTa U Uepe3 MUHYTY yKe ObLT Ha YJIHIIE.

Hpyr nercrBa BCTpeTHi1 ero HacMenumBon ¢gpasoi: — Hy, JI€xa, Thl Kak KJIOYH B 3TOM IpU-
kuze! He Ha kapHaBasl eieM — B Tearp ujeM, 3ailuK-uioT!

— A 4ro He Tak ? — onpaB/biBajics JI€xa, Mmoxasich Ha IepeiHee CUIEHBE PSIIOM C BOAUTENIEM.
— Yucras... HoBas pybaxa. Camu ke ropapuim!

— Tak paau npukona, — ycMexHyJcs JIuMka. — 3aiiurk Ha ciiHe Y& O0JIbHO Ha TeOs TOXOK.
Takoi1 e UCITyraHHbIi.

— Cam THI McTyraHHbIl, — odupencs JIéxa.

JlMMKa MUXHYJ Ipyra B IJIe40, OJHOBPEMEHHO PE3KO BHIBEPHYJI PYJ/Ib U €/1Ba He BIieTel B OeH-
30BO3.

— Ha nopory cMoTpu, CTUIMCT XpeHOB! — BCKpUKHYI JIEéxa.

JIMMKa HEpPBHO XOXOTHYI:

— Bben3oBo3 odoHapes — Hecercs, Kak Ha pauid. YTto, CTpyxHyJ, 3aituniika? Perakc — Bce
101 KOHTPOJIEM.

JIExa npucTernys peMeHb U YKOPU3HEHHO CKa3all: — XOpouUl MaxopuTh. S emE He ycrasl o1
KU3HU — y MEHS €CTh YeMy MopagoBaThCsl.

OH BBITalMIT U3 PIOK3aKa OYTHIIKY KOHbSIKA U C TOPAOCTBIO CITPOCHIL:

— Hy kak?

JrMKka OpocrT MUMOJIETHBIN B3MJIs Ha OyTBHIIKY M HEJIOBOJILHO OYPKHYIL:

— Bor 1bI rag, JIéxa! [ x 3a pyném.

— A Ham ¢ FOnbKoii MokHO, — exuHoO Tporen JIéxa.

— 4 % u roBopo: raju.

IOnpka yxe xpana y nogbe3na. OHa cTosila B KOPOTKOM IIEKOBOM ILJIATHUIIE C IUPOKUM
PEMeEIIIKOM U Jiepkaia OOJIbIIyI0, COBCEM He TeaTpajibHyl0 CYMKY — OyaTO coOpasach He B Tearp, a B
Mara3uH. OHa ObUIa B IPUMOJHSITOM HACTPOSHUH U BCIO IOPOTY CMESUIACh HaJl Iy PAlIKUMH 1Ty TKAMH
MapHEeu.

Jpy3bst Bblexasld Ha MOCKOBCKOE Iocce W TMoHecanch B cropoHy JlioOGanu. [Mocne Tocho
MallliHa cBepHyJia K TapacoBo M Aajibliie MOoIuIa Yepe3 COCHOBBIM JIEC U TPYHTOBKY MEXY MOJISIMH,
MOPOCUIMMU TPaBoi 1 Kyctamu. I10 oiHy CTOPOHY TOpPOTH TsIHYJIACh KUIeHbKast Jecononoca. Heoxu-
JaHHO 3a TIOBOPOTOM, Ha Kpaio KapToeIbHOrO IMoJIs, MOKa3ajcs TIyXOH BBICOKMI YEPHBIN 3a00p.
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3a HUM BO3BBIIIATIACH MAKYIIIKA CTPAHHOTO cepedpuctoro coopysxkenus. I1o popme oHO HaroMuHaIIO
KOpaOJIb MPUIIIENIBIIEB, a JJOMaHble TPAHHU Ha COJHIIE OJIecTeNu, Kak MsTas (posbra.

— DTO U ecTh TBOM XBaJI€HBIN TeaTp npeciioByToro Comucra? — 3aqupucTo cripocu JIéxa.

— B mymm, — no6asuia FOnpka KanpusHBIM TOJI0COM, KONUpPYs TepouHio (puibMa «besbl-
MsIHHas1 3Be37a». — Vl HU OIHOU JKUBOU TyIIIH.

JlnMKa MoJT4a, HETOPOIUIMBO MIPUMAPKOBAJICS HA 0O0UMHE, CTapasiCh BCTaTh B T€Hb, 3aTTYIIINT
MOTOP, MOJAHST PYYHUK, OTCTETHYJ peMeHb O€30MacCHOCTH, TIOBEPHYJICSI BCEM KOPITYCOM K JIPY3bsIM
Y CIIOKOWHO mpousHEc: — He nenaiite mocneniHelx BHIBOAOB, Kojuiern. CHavana akTel coOepuTe.

JIéxa yxe cHUMaN Ha TenepoH KaprodenbHoe Toje, 3a00p M CTPaHHYI0 KOHCTpYKIWiD. OH
MIPUOTKPBLT JBEPILY U BHITJISTHYJT HAPYKY.

— MBmI 4€, nepBble Mmpuexain? — npodypyai oH. B MammHy TOXHYIO kapoi, OyATO TOpsTIuM
enom. OH TyT ke 3aXJIONHYJT ABEPb. BHIXOOHUTH MMOKA HE XOTEJIOCh — B CAJIOHE OBLIO MPOXJIAJHO.

— Pano npukaruim, — He0BOIBHO CKa3al OH. — Yero Lesislil yac gesarb?

OH o6epHyJcs k FOnbke 1 MOIMUTHYIT .

— Vitmucs, KazaHoBckuii, — (bipkHyaa oHa. — I TeOe yke 3aHATHE HAIlIa: [IBETOYKOB
cooepu. [Togapuiib akTprcaM NoOC/e CIEeKTaKJIs.

JIéxa ycMexHyJIcsl, BHITAIMIT U3 PIOK3aKa OyTHUIKY M MOBEPHYJ STUKETKOU K APY3bsIM.

— Help yourselves. Xne6uém st xpadbpoctu?

— @y, kKoHbsIK, — FOnbka 3aMaxana pykoi. — B Takyio kapy 3T0 caMOyOHIACTBO.

— Jla THI TJISIHB: SMUTHBIA, TPUALIATH JIET, — C BaKHBIM BUAOM MpOTIHY JIEXa, MmbITasich Mo
CJIOTaM BBITOBOPUTDb Ha3BaHME.

— Iaro ne MonTtudo, 6ectonous, — nonpasui Jumka. — OTtkyna y Teds Takoe? He naneBo?

— Hacrosimmuid. [Tpesent, — Jléxa omeruHwicss. — C yTpa K OIHOUM MajiaM e3]I4J1 Ha 3aKas.
KoM mounHmII, KHONKY HaXaix — | BOT, OJIarOJapHOCTb.

— 3a KHOIIKY HakaTb? — XMBIKHYJ [IUMKa.

— 3a Mo€ gparorieHHoe BpeMsi, — orpbi3HyJics JIéxa. — JIBa pa3a 3a yTpo BbI3bIBaJIA.

IOnpKa ¢ exumHON ycMenkoi 3ametuia: — MoxeT, MagaM Ha TeOs 3amana. CKyJaeT oHa 1o
Tebe, JIEImeHbKa.

JIExa cmemasics, OTBEpHYJICH K OKHY M TOJIE3 U3 MAIllVHBbI.

Onwu Hawm TeHEK cpeau €ok. JIExa gocran koHTeiHep ¢ 6yTepOpogaMu 1 KOPOOKY KOHeT.

— Hy 4ro, neryctupyem? — cKa3all OH U TUIECHYJ KOHbSIK B IJIACTUKOBBIE CTAKAaHUMKHU.

— 3a crpalliHbie U OTacHbIe MPUKJII0UeHH s, — IpoBo3rIacui Jumka.

— 3a apyx0y ¢ MHOIUIAHEeTSTHAMK, — TIOIXBaTWI JIEXa 1 BB,

IOnpka npury6umia, moMopimiach 1 OCTaBUJIa CTaKaH Ha TIEHEK.

— Her, JIéxa, 310 BCE-Taku KOHTpadakT, — BbIHEC BepOUKT [{uMKa, BepTsi OyThUIKY B pyKax.

— Cam T8I KOHTpadakT, — OypkHYyI JIExa.

Onu 3akycuu OyTepOpoamMu ¥ KOH(eTaMu, pa3sMArduBIIMMUCS OT Kapsl. M TyT [luMka Bapyr
MOMpayHes1.

— Pe0sTa, k OneraM npuiarajgach MHCTPYKIMS. TaM ecTh MyHKT: aJIKOroJib He IPUHUMATh
3a CYTKH JI0 TpeCTaBJICHHS.

JIExa kOopoTKO paccmesuicsl: — A Mbl He 32 CyTKUA. MBI 3a yac.

— [IyTku nryTkamu, — Cyxo ckasai JJuMka, — HO Ha niepcoHasl He AbInM. PTel 3aKpbuy,
BOITPOCOB HE 3a/1aéM. MOXET, IIPOHECET.

Tem BpeMeHeM y AOPOrU MPHUIAPKOBAIOCH €I HECKOJIBKO JOPOruX MHOMapok. Heborbime
IPYMITB TOCTEH TAHYIMCHh BAOIb YEPHOTO 3200pa 1 OIHA 32 APYTOM UCUe3a/Iv 32 MACCUBHBIMHU BOPO-
Tamu. Pebsita mocnenmim ciegom.

V BOpOT MX BCTPETWII YelioBeK B OopaoBoi yHudopme. 3a0paB Ouiersl, oH ckazan: «Cie-
Ay#Te 32 MHOI» ¥ HAIIPABHJICS K COOPYKEHHIO, TIOKPHITOMY TIOJIMPOBAHHBIM CEPEOPUCTHIM METAIITIOM
¢ 9¢peKTOM MOMSTOCTH.
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BuyTpu y JI€Exu HenpusTHO noxosozesno. B rojoBe HU ¢ TOro HU ¢ cero BCIUIbUIA Uyxkas (paza:
«OcTaBb HaIekK Ty, BCAK ciofa BXoasmuii». OH caM He MOHsUI, OTKYJa OHa B3sJ1aCh, U OTMAaxXHYJICS
OT Heé Kak OT Opeja.

[msns Ha OrpoMHYI0 cepeOpUCTYI0 KOHCTPYKIIHIO, JIExa BAPYT MmogyMal, YTo OHa HE CTOWT, a
Oy/ITO MapuT B BO3yXE U JaXKe cierka nokaunpaeTcss. OH HaKJIOHWIICS, YTOOBI 3arJIsTHY Th ITO]] THUIIIE,
Y IGUCTBUTEJIHHO HE YBUJIENI HUKAKUX OMop. BomHeHne ycuimmocs.

Jlérkas mMetayuimyeckas JecTHUIA Oe3 MepuiT Besla K YEPHOMY OBaJIbHOMY Tipoémy. ['up moj-
HsUJICS TIO Hell epBbIM. BHYTpH coopyskeHust ObUIO CyMepeuHO, HO, BOIIPEKU OKUAAHUSIM, CBEXKO.

[Nocne mogmucanusi JOKYMEHTOB — 3TO em¢ OoJblie Harmyrano JIEXy — Iy mornpocui Beex
3aKPBITH [J1a3a U TIOBEN PeOsAT M0 TEMHOMY KOPHIIOPY.

Jléxa mén cnepom 3a JIMMKOM 1 U3 TIOOOTBITCTBA TIOATISAABIBAI: B IOTYMpPaKe MeJTbKaJIU CHITY-
3ThI JIIOJEW B YHU(DOPME, CTOSABIIMX BAOJL CTeH. EMy Tak M XOTenoch cripocuTh: «YyBaku, K yeMy
TaKOW aHTypak ?», HO OH MOJTYaJ U Beiie 3a JIMMKOM IIarHy/ B 3aJ1, B KPOMEIITHYIO ThMY.

JIéxa ocranoBuIics B pactepssHHOCTH. U Kyna tenepb?

HeoxunaanHo 4yxue pyku MOAXBATWUJIM €0 C JABYX CTOPOH M yCaJWId B MSATKOE MAacCCHBHOE
Kpecyo. JIéxa rpoMKo BIpyrajcs M MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK IIMPOKHE PEeMHU OE30MaCHOCTU TUIOTHO
OOBWJIN TEJIO.

— IOnpKa, ThI 1167 — CUIUIO CIPOCUJT OH, HO HUKTO HE OTBETHIL.

— CyOnmumarius, OJIMH, — HEeIOBOJIBHO MpoBopYas JIExa, TpeBOKHO Ep3ast B KpecJe.

B trinmze nposByuan rosoc rujga: — OTKpoeTe ria3a o Moeil KOMaH[e.

N JIéxa oTkmoumnics.
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I'naBa 1. HepeanbHas peajbHOCTD

Uepes mraosenue Jléxa mpurén B ceds1. B ronose BeE emé apoxkana ¢pasza: «OTkpoere riasa
10 MOer KomaHze». JI€xa He MoHMMal, 3a4eM 3Ta KOMaH/a U Npo3Byvasa Ju oHa. OH NoMnblTaics
Pa3JenuTh BEKU U CyMeJT OTKPBITh TOJIBKO NpaBblid 171a3. JIeBblil ObLT yeM-To nmpuxkat. JIéxa nexadn,
YTKHYBILHCD JIMIIOM B KAKHE-TO BJIAXKHbIE TPAMNKHU, OT KOTOPBIX HECJIO CBIPOCTBIO, IUIECEHBIO U YEM-
TO COBCEM YK OTBpPATUTEJIbHBIM. TEJI0 Ka3aJ0Ch Yy)KUM M HETIOCIYIIIHBIM, a I'OJIOBA IyzieNa, Kak pac-
KQJIEHHBIN KOJIOKOJL.

CHapyXu CTOST LIyM, I'YCTOM, MHOTOCJIOMHBIN: TIMCK, XPUIUIbIE BBIKPUKH, HIOPOXu. 1 ckBO3b
BCE 3TO MPOOMBAJICS OJIUH 3BYK — IIPEPLIBUCTBIN, BJIaXHbII, BUOpHpyomuil. OH pa3apaxal CHibHee
BCETO, IPSIMO CBEPJIWII MO3T.

JIEXa mpuUnoagHsII rOJIOBY.

Ilepen HuM Obl1a myieT€Has creHa. CKBO3b Y3KME 1IN MPOCAYMBAJICS CBET — HE POBHBIM, a
PBaHbIN, APOXAIIMI, OYATO CHAPYKH YTO-TO IBUTAJIOCh.

«I'me 310 17» — MEeNbKHYJIO B CO3HAHUMU.

MBsIcb pe3aHyiia Tak OCTpO, YTO JIEXa CHOBa YpOHWII TOJIOBY B TPAIIKH.

Heckombko cekyH[ OH Jiekall HEMOABHKHO, MBITAsACh yOequTh cedsl, 4To ceidvac BCE Mmposic-
Hutcd. Ceituac oH BcnoMHUT. [InMka. FOnbka. OH Kyga-To noexai ¢ Ipy3bsMu. A ajbliie — NoJIHas
ITyCTOTA.

— Jla Hy Hawur... — NpoIIenTal OH.

JIéxa ¢ TpyaoM onépcsi Ha JIOKOTh U OECCMBICIIEHHO OIIIsen TecHoe nomelnenue. [lepen ria-
3aMU IUIABaJIU TPSI3HBIE MIATHA.

Capaii. [Toxosxe Ha capaii. Tonbko ouemy oH B capae? OtBera He 6bu10. OH KPSIXTS Cell.

Ilon HuM okazaca rpasHbii TIOMAK. JIEXa MeUIEHHO NEpEBEN B3MVIAL;: IUIETEHBIE CTEHBI, CBa-
JIEHHBIE B YIJIy BETKH U TPAIbE, Oypblil Ta3 ¢ pBaHbIMU KpasiMu. .. Hu okHa, Hu 1Bepu. U BApyT B34
HaTKHYJICS HA JKEHILMHY, JIeKaBIIYIO psAaoM. /KeHIuHa cnana.

JIéxa 3acteun. 1o crimHe mpoOexkat JeIisTHOl yKac, TaKOW TUIOTHBIH, YTO Jake ABIIATh CTaJo
TPYAHO.

Hewu3sectHas ocoOa, GomkeBaTasl U MOTpENaHHasd, Jiexkasla Ha ClIMHE, PACKUHYB PYKHM U HOTH.
CabHble CITyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHI pa3METAIMCh N0 TIO(PAKY. HUKHAA 4emocTb OTBUCIIA, U U3 TOPJIa BBIPHI-
BaJIOCh BJIakKHOE XparieHue. MiHorga ryOsl y He€ CMBIKAJIMCh, IEKM HaJyBaJIMCh HA BBIIOXE, M TOrAA
BO3/yX IPOPBIBAJICA CKBO3b ILEJIb C THXUM MEP3KHUM ITBIXOM.

Bort oH, TOT camblil 3BYK, KOTOPBIM €ro Tak pasapaxai. JIEXy nepeaepHyno.

Ha neBoii pyke eHIIMHBI, YyTb BbILLIE JIOKTS, YepHesIa TaTyupoBKa — clie] OOTHHKA.

JIéxa nepeBén omapalieHHbl B3I ¢ TaATyUPOBKH Ha BJIAKHOE CMYIVIOE IUIEYO JKEHIIVHBI C
OrPOMHBIM CHHSIKOM, Ha CITyLIIEHHYIO JISIMKY 3€JIEHOW COPOYKH, Ha Oypblii 3aMBI3TaHHbIN TIJIE/, TIPH-
KPbIBaBILMIA €€ 110 mosica. He Bepst r1a3am, mapeHb BLEMUICS OHEMEBILEH PyKOH B IIOAOOPOIOK U IO
O0MM CKall ero.

B ronose 3actyuano: «I'ne 51?7 Kak 3nech okazaics? Uro 3a 6ab6a?»

MBICM 3aMeTaNnCh, Kak MEpEyraHHble KPbICHl, U B TOJI0OBY OJHO 3a JPYTMM IIOJIE3/IU CaMble
Mep3Kue npearnonoxenus. [lepBoe u camoe 0ueBUAHOE: €ro HaKaYaau Jypblo. MIHaue Kak 00bsCHUTD,
YTO OH OKA3aJICS B 3TOM BOHIOUEM capae psiIoM C HE3HAKOMOM CTapo¥, MOTPENaHHOi 6aboii, KOTOPYIO
OH BUJIEJI BIIEPBBIE B JKU3HU?

[Tarenecat? bonbiue. [loxkanyii, cUabHO OOJMBILIE.

— AKanyJbKo, OJIVH. .. — BBIJOXHYJI OH O€33ByYHO.

Honpeirancs, nedunona. [Tosecenmics. I'ne on Buepa nutsuicst? Yto BooOIe Mpon30nuio?

«Haymo cpodHo BanuTh», — METHYJIACh MBICIIb.
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OH 1MXOpaIouHO MOUCKA IJIa3aMM BBIXOJI, HO B3IJIs[l CHOBA M CHOBA HATHIKAJICS HA CIISAIILYIO
6a0y, ¥ OT ITOro MO KOXe UM Mypalllki. BMecTe ¢ 3TUM Npuxoauia HOBas, emeé donee Mep3Kas
MBICJIb: @ BAPYT OH C HEM. ..

[Tanuka HakaTU/Ia HOBOU BOJIHOM.

— Her, ner, "Her, — nipormmren JIéxa. — He 6s110. He Moo ObITS.

OH OCTOPOXKHO cnon3 ¢ TIOsIKA — U TYT ke C OOJIErdeHreM IOHSIT, YTO MOJTHOCTHIO OfIET.
JlxuHch Ha MecTe. Pybaxa Ha mecre. [laxe 0OyBb Ha HOTax.

Hopmanbho. Beé HopmanibHO. HO BHYTpU BCE TPACIOCH M KUIIEJIO, a ABEPh OH IO-TIPEKHEMY
HalT! HE MOT.

JIéxa yxe roToB ObLT pa3pa3uThCsi MATOM, OJJHAKO MTPUKYCUJT SI3BIK M TOJIBKO 3JI0 CKaJl YeITIOCTH.
N Tyt xe pazoznwics Ha [JuMKy.

HagepHsika 310 OH — KTO ke emé? — 3aTalliii ero B OUepeHylo aBaHTIOpy, CBOJIOYb, a CaM
Terepb Tae-HUOYIb PKET.

«Hy, ran, noiHa 3agHuna uaei, — MbIcJaeHHO nporeaui JIéxa. — Thl y MeHs MOy YUIIIb».

JIéxa nHe ynepxasics, foctai tesedoH U, IOYTU MAIIMHAJIBHO, c/iefall cesipu Ha (pOHe Crisiiein
*eHIrHbL. [ToToM mENKHyn e€ oTaenbHo. [ qokazarenbera.

U tonbko korpa omyctui tenedoH, 3ameTus1 KaHat. Cepblit, JIOXMaThlid, 3aCajieHHbIN, OH CBU-
caJl U3 IbIpBl B TIOTONIKE. JIEXa MeasieHHO OqHSUT B3MIsA. [Ipipa Oblia eTMHCTBEHHBIM HOPMAJIbHBIM
BBIXOJIOM.

— Ara, — npo6opmortai oH. — [Toxose Ha KBecT.

JIExa pe3Ko BCKOUMI — M TYT ke norepsil paBHoBecue. Komnara aé€pHynack. [lon nog Hum
CTPaHHO KauyHYJICS, ¥ TAPEHb TSIKENIO PyXHYJI 00OpaTHO Ha TIO(SIK.

OH 3amep, NPUCITYIIMBASICh K CBOEMY TEIly.

«Kakoro uépra mropmur?»

B ropne nepecoxisio. Ha Mraosenue JI€xa mnogymas, 4ro 3TO Y HETO BHYTPU BCE IUIBIBET OT
crpaxa. Ho Her — capaii neiictBuTenbHO ABuraiics. JKeHiuyHa Ha TIogsIKe XpIOKHY/IA BO CHE U, HE
MPOCHINIASICh, TIEPEBEPHYIACh Ha OOK, OTOJIUB TOJICTHIE HOTH.

JIExa cHOBa MOMBITAICA BCTATh, TENEPh YK€ OCTOPOKHO, JAepkach 3a cTeHy. KoMmHara onsth
HaKpEeHWJIaCh, CJIOBHO JIOAKA 10 Horamu. M3 6yporo Ta3uka BHILIECHYIIACH )KUIKOCTh U TIPOCOYMIIACH
CKBO3b I10J1.

[Mapust 6pocuIio B X0I0A — MPOUCXOIHIIO YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE. DTO HEe OOBIUHbIN capaid!

JIéxa crosn, BeKMas, IOKA yTUXHET KayKa, U MEJICHHO IBUHYJICSA K KaHaTy. OH LIEN, IMPOKO
paccrapiisisi HOTM, OajmaHcupys py KaxaoMm miare. Ctapasich He 3a[1eTh CISAIIYIO XKEHIUHY, OH CXBa-
THJICS 34 KaHAaT, OATSHYJICS M BbUIE3 Ha YepAavyOK MOJl HU3KOM JIBYCKaTHOW KPOBJIEH.

Co cTopoHbI (PpOHTOHA BBIXOJI ITPUK PhIBAJIa MaJIeHbKask CKOCOOOUYEHHAS ABEpIIA.

BHu3y keHIMHA rpOMKO BCXpalHysa, IOTOM 3akaluisiack. JI€xa cxkaics, Kak BOPHILKA,
3aCTUTHYTbI HA MECTE IPECTYIICHHU .

— Kr0 316CH?7 — COHHO U UCITyTraHHO IIPOXPHUIIEJIa OHA.

JIExa copBaics ¢ mMecra.

[Tpoém ObLIT HU3KMIA, TAPEHb IPUTHYBIIKCH, JEPHYIT JBEPILY — U B TOT K€ MUT BECh STOT CTpaH-
HBIA capail HakpeHwIcA. JIExa moTtepsi1 onopy, yaapwics IiedoM 000 YTo-TO TBEpHOE M KybapeM
T0JIeTes BHU3.

«51 % Ha yepaake!» — 3aro3aa0 YXHYJIO B MyTHOM T'OJIOBE.

OH Bc€ nieTe  JieTel1, XOTsI IABHO YKe TOKeH ObUT ynapuThest o 3emutio. [lepen riazamu Meib-
Kaym OeJible, Y€pHBIE U 3enéHble msATHA. OH HeruIsiics 3a Bc€, 4TO MOMaaasiochk Mof pyKy, HO He MOr
HHU 32 4YTO yrepxarbcsi. [IoToM 4TO-TO MOKpPOE M YIIPYTroe TOJIKHYJIO €ro B CIIUHY, OIOPOCHIIO BBEPX,
3aMe/IJINB MaICHUE.

W B sTOT MUr JI€Xa Cymen cXBaTUThCA 3a KaKylo-To nayky. [amka Obiia ruOKoi U ynpyroi u
HalOMMHAJIA IIECT MpbITyHA.
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OH noBHUC Ha HEW — PYKU BBHITSHYJIO TaK, YTO IJ1e4r OYATO BBIBEPHYJIM U3 CYCTaBOB. MerbKa-
HUE TIepe]] I71a3aMHi OCTAHOBUIIOCH, U JIEXxa yBuUIeN KapTUHY COBEPILIEHHO HEBOOOPA3UMYIO.

[Nanka, 32 KOTOPOIO OH YXBAaTWJICS, TOpUYAJa U3 MACCMBHOTO YEPHOTO OpeBHa.

Ho 310 OB110 HE OpeBHO. DTO OBUIO HE TIOHSATHO YTO.

JIExa 3a:)xMypHIICS M CHOBA OTKPbUI [V1a34a, HAJIESACh, YTO BUIEHUE ncue3HeT. Ho oHO He ucuesio.
Hao6opor, crano oOpactaTb HOBBIMU JIETAJISIMHU.

Bnepenu Genena orpomnasi Oyrprctasi CTeHa, BCs B TPElMHAX M BhICTynax. M3 He€ Beepom
pacxoanInch YEpHbIE TOICTEHHBbIE OPYChs, YThIKAHHBIE MajiKkaMu. Ha KoHIIe KakI01 MaIKu MOgpari-
BaJla OrpOMHasl 3eJI€Has1 yalla ¢ HEpOBHBIMU KpasiMu. JI€xa nepxkaiics 3a MaJiky C TaKOH ke Jalliei.
Yama IIOKayuBaJjaCh, 1 U3 He€ BBIIJIECKUBAJIACH Impo3pavHast )XUAKOCTb.

JIéxa 6osics B3MIAHYTH KyJa-auoo elng, CTpaliach yBUAETh HEUTO eé Oojee HeoOOhsICHUMOE.

[NocTeneHHO 10 HETO CTaJIo TOXOAWTD: Oesasi CTeHa — 3TO CTBOJ. YEpHbIe Opychbsi — BETBU.
3es€Hble yallli — JIMCThS. A caM OH — Ha JiepeBe.

W3 mocnenHux cuil mapeHb MOATSHYJICS, PHIBKOM 3aKMHYJI HOTY Ha OpPEBHO U C TPYAOM Iiepe-
BaMICs Ha Hero. [ToBepXHOCTh OKa3aslach MOKPOM M CKOJBb3KOM. OJJHOM pyKOM, 4TOOBI HE ChEeXaTh
BHU3, JIEXa BUENWICA B YEPELIOK TMTaHTCKOIO JIUCTA.

OxkazaBIIKCh B OTHOCUTEIBHOW O€30MaCHOCTH, OH CMOT' HAaKOHEI| BBIZIOXHYTh, HO MBIIIIIB BCE
eIlE HEeNMPOMU3BOJIbHO MONEPIUBAINChH, A MO Ty BOJHAMHU IPOKATHIBAJICS HETPUATHBIA KOMIOYUIA
03HO0.

JIExa mocMmoTpest BHU3.

OH Jieskalt BBICOKO Ha BETKE KaKOro-TO MCHOIMHCKOTO JIEpeBa, TAK BBICOKO, UTO 3aKPYKHUIIACH
roJIOBa.

OT HaKaTUBILIETO y:xaca pa3yM MOMYTUJICS, PyKH M HOTY C/IEJIAJICh BATHBIMU, U TOJILKO CEp/ILIE
OEIIeHO KOJIOTHIIO B TPYHYIO KJIETKY. JIExe 3aX0Tes0ch MepeK pecTUThCs, HO OH He MOT JJaXe IIeBesTb-
HYTb TAJIBLIEM.

Mup BOKpYT MOIUIBUI, 3aBUOPUpPOBAJI, 3ammaraics. Pa3ym oTkasplBasicsi MPUHUMATh TO, YTO
Bujiesl. BHyTpu oOpa3oBaiach MycTOTa, a B TOJIOBE 3aMETAINCh PEJKUE, PBaHbIe MBICIU. DTOro He
MoxeT ObiTh. Tak He ObiBacT. He ObIBaeT Takoro jepena.

HO,Z[EIBHGHHOG KEJIAHUE 3aBbIThb OT OTYAAHUWA KIJIO IIC-TO B I'OpPJI€, U BMECTO KpPHUKa U3 HETO
BBIPBIBAJICS TOJILKO XPUILIbIM, PBAHBIN CTOH BIEPEMENIKY C KOPOTKUMHM pyraTeIbCTBAMU.

Koraa mup nepecran KpyXUThCS, OH OCMEIMJIICS OTJISIEThCSI.

UYépHble MOIHbIE BETBU PACXOIWIUCH JIydaMH OT YEPHOTO KOJIBIIA, OMOSICHIBAIOIIETO CTBOJI.
Takne xe KOJIbIIa 1 OTBCTBJICHUSA YXOOUJIN APYCaMU BBEPX U BHUS. BeTBu cTaHOBMIMCH TOHBIIIE K
KOHIIaM, 1/13r1/16am/1c13 BHHM3 U ITPEBPAIIATIUCH B ‘-{éprIC TMOPUCTBIC MOYAJIKH, HaZl KOTOPLIMH POUJIUCH
HACEKOMBbIE Pa3MEpPOM C JIaJIOHb.

B Tom MecTe, re BEeTBU CAMBAJIHCH B KOJIBIIO, TYCTO BIJIACH CBETJIO-3eJIEHAS TOPOCIb, TOXOXKAsI
Ha Jimanbl. TOHKYE JI03bI C MBIITHBIMY CaJIaTOBBIMH JIMCTOUKAMU 3aIT0/I3a/IM Ha CTBOJI, BETBH, CBUCAJIN
BHU3.

4k} I‘Hé3II, YCTPOCHHBIX IPAMO B JPEBECUHE, BLITJIAAbIBAIN HE3HAKOMBIC IITHUILIBI. Onu IpbIrajan
B JIMaHAaX, XJIOMAJIM KPbUIbSIMU U OPAJTH TaK OTITYIIUTENbHO, uTo y JIExu Hauamm 6omets yiu. [Itinauii
I'BaAJIT HE YMOJIKAJI HU HA MUHYTY.

JIExa BBIBEPHYJI LIEI0 ¥ IOCMOTPEJT BBEPX.

HaII HUM, ITpAYaCh 3a TMTAHTCKUMM JIMCTbAMM, BUCEJT IUIETEHBIN AJOMUK, U3 KOTOPOI'o OH TOJIbKO
YTO BBIBAJINJICA.

OH norpoGoBaJ MO3BaTh KEHIUHY.

Ortgera He O0bU10. Ero Kpuk yToHy/1 B KaKO(OHUM NITUYBMX TOIOCOB.

JIéxa 3amep, mpuKaBIIMCh K OPEBHY, ¥ 3aCMOTPEJICS Ha OJJHY M3 JIMCTOBBIX Yalll, [7Ie [0 CAMOMY
Kpato O0pTHKa IMOJI3JI0 HEUTO HEeOHOBO-ToTy00e. CyIiecTBO ObII0 Oec(hOPMEHHBIM, CKJIU3KHUM, TTYJTh-
cupyomuM. OHO MeJIEHHO MEePeIBUTAIOCH, OCTABIISIS 32 COOOM JIMTKUIA COTUTUBBIN CIE].
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CMoTpeTh Ha Hero ObLIO JI0 TOITHOTHI HETIPUSITHO.

— DTO NIIOKU... — eJBa CJAbILHO porentan Jéxa. — [moku. Hago npocro nopoxaats.
Ceityac OTIyCTHUT.

OH oTBepHYJICs, HO JIy4llle He cTajo. B mobom apyrom Mecte 11a3a HEeTUISIIUCh 3a YTO-HUOYIb
emE OoJsiee OTBPATUTEIIHHOE: 33 TYCEHUITY ¢ BHOPUPYIOIIMMU IIyHaIblIaMHU, 32 TPO3PAYHOTO KyKa, y
KOTOPOTO ITPOCBEYMBAJIM BCE BHYTPEHHOCTH, WJIM 32 MEP3KYIO MPbITalOIyI0 TBAph C IIAIIAMU, KOTO-
PYIO pa3ym OTKa3bIBaJICs IPU3HABATD.

B koH1e koH1IOB JI€Xa 3aKpbul [VIa3a U MPOJIEKA TaK, KaK eMy MTOKa3aJIOCh, LIETYI0 BEYHOCTb.

OH mpeCcTaBIIsiyl CBOM TParmyecKuil KOHell: UCTJICBIIUI CKeJIeT B KpacHOU pyoariike, OOHUMa-
IOIIUIA BETKY HEM3BECTHOTO HallleMy MUpY JiepeBa. M psaom Oblia HalaparnaHa Haanuch: «31ech ObLT
JIéxa. J1eOmm».

Mokpasi pybaxa Xonoania CliiHy 1 He JaBajla OKOHUYaTeIbHO YIUTBITh B OecriamsTcTBo. [ToBepx-
HOCTh OpEeBHA TOXe He BhIChIXauia. To Jii caMo IepeBO BIIEISIIO COK, TO JI MECTHBIH TETUIBIA BO3YX
ObLT HACTOJILKO HACHIIIEH BJIarod, YTo BOJA MOCTOSIHHO KOHJIEHCHMPOBAJIACh HA MPOXJIAJHON ApeBe-
CHHE, TO JIM BETKY 3JIUJIO BOIOW U3 JIMCThEB-TA3UKOB. JIEXa 3aHSII MBICIH 3TON MPOOJIEMOM, JIUIITb
Obl HE [yMaTh O TOM, TJIe OH HAXOJUTCSI.

[MoTom penmn nepedparbes K IUIomaake y crpoia. [Jo He€ ObUIO HE TaK Yk U JIAJIeKO, METPOB
cemb. Henaneko, ecm, KOHEYHO, HE CMOTPETh BHU3.

OH nonon3 BHepeén, He JOKUAAsICh, TOKa MOBEPXHOCTD MOJCOXHET. BeTka MoCcTeneHHo paciiu-
pssiach, U BCKOpe e€ yke Helb3sl OblIo 00XBaTuTh HoramMu. OJIHO paoBajio: OHA IrepecTana ObITh
CKOJIB3KOM.

Hakownerr JIéxa noOpasicst 10 TUIOIAIKH, T1e pociu JuaHel. OH yxXBaTujcs 3a cTeOnr, YTOObI
MOHATHCSA, U TYT K€ BCKPUKHYJI: COTHM MEJIKUX OCTPBIX KOJIIOYEK BIWJIUCH B JIQJOHU.

Ot Gomu oH AEPHYJCS, eABa HE CBAIWICS, HO B MOCIEAHNA MUT YCIieJ M3BEPHYTHCS, PyXHYB
CIMHOU B KOJTIOUME 3apOCIH.

— A-a-a! — B3BbUI OH. — YeproBimHa! ['eiima xpeHona!

W TyT e 3auenuics 3a 3Ty MbICIIb.

Ha, na! I'eiima. Urpa.

Ot 31O Bepcuu cTaiio uyTh Jierde. CoBCeM HEMHOTO, HO BCE ke Jierde. JIomKHO ke ObITh 00bsIC-
HeHue. Moxer, 9TO Kakoi-To BUPTyaJibHbI MUp? MoxeT, skciepuMeHT? Bc€, yTo yronHo — TOJIKO
HE HACTOsIILIEE CTOMETPOBOE JIEPEBO.

JIExa paxxe morporai JMLo, MPOBEPsisl, HET JIM Ha HEM IIUIEMA.

[Inema He Ob10. U BCE *e. ..

A BApYT OH M IpaB/ia Nomnajl B BUPTyaJIbHYIO pealbHOCTh? BIpYr Ha HEM MCIIBITHIBAIOT HOBbIE
texHosorun? Moxer, yxe cymectByloT VR-nin3b1? OH notép rmiasa. JIuns Toxe He 6put0. Ho BCE,
YTO OH BHJEJ, IOXOIWIO Ha Urpy. A urpath JIéxa moou.

Bor Tomnbko rae ynpasienue? I'ne menio? I'nie xoTh kakas-HuOynb nmoackaszka? M Hem3BecTHO,
kakas y Hero muccus. Koro cnacars? Kyna naru?

U xak BHIOpaThCs U3 9TOM HEBO3MOKHOM, )KYTKOW BUPTYAILHOCTH ?

JIéxa MemJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJI, YYBCTBYsl, KaK CTpaXx MOHEMHOTY YCTYIa€T MECTO COCPEIOTOYEH-
HOCTH.

— Pazbepémcsi, — npoOOpMOTaIl OH yKe UyTh YBEpEHHEe.

I'naBHOE — OH KUB, a NIOKA KUB, CIABATHCS HEJIb34.

Ecnu cuntath npoucxosiee Urpou, CTapT BhIIIEN Tak ceOe: OH Ha (paHTACTHUECKOM JiepeBe
Ha BBICOTE, IPUMEPHO, IISAATOTO TaXa, HU €/1bl, HU CHAapskeHUs HeT. VI3 pecypcoB — TOJILKO KpeTkue
pyku u ymHas ronioBa. Hy, Tak oH cam o cebe mogymai.

JIExa npoBepui KapMaHbl. B urpe, a MOXeT, U He TOJIBKO B MIPE, BaKHA Kaxkaas MeEJIOYb.
Hamumice kmoun ¢ oienkoi-pakeTor, ABe MATHCOTKH, NeCATUPYONEBas MOHETKA W TIOJAMOKIIIHIA
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HOCOBOM TIaTOK. M3 mose3Horo — passe 4to iatok. OH Opocl ero Ha JIMaHbl CYIIUThCS, OCTaIIb-
HOE pacnuxayl 0OpaTHO.

Moo6unbHrKa He 0bUT0. CKOpee BCero, OH BbUIETE MPH Ta/ICHUH.

— Cynep, — nipodopmortan JIéxa. — Xapakop 6e3 coxpaHEeHHIA.

Ecnu sxu3Hel y Hero B 3TOM Urpe HECKOMbKO — OTIMYHO. HO paccuuThiBaTh CTOUT HA OIHY.
3HauWT, IEUCTBOBAThH HAZIO KAaK B PEAIBHOCTH: MEJICHHO, OCTOPOKHO M O€3 IJTyIOro repoicTBa.

[NepBas 3aaya ObUTa OUEBUIHA: CITYCTUTHCS C IEPEBa.

JIExa mocMoTpen BHU3, M Y HETO CHOBA 3aTPSCIIMCH NMOMLKWIKA. [J0 3eMIM — MeTpOB MsATHa-
ALATh, €CJIM He OOJTbIIE, & Y HEro HU CTPaXOBKU, HU BEPEBKH, HU JIECTHUILIBL. JIMaHBI OTIJIETaIN TOJBKO
KOJIBIIO SIpyca, HIKe UX He XBaTtasio. UToOb! 10OpaThCsl 10 CTBOMA, IPUAETCS MIOTHBIPHYTH MO, YEP-
HBII BBICTYTI ¥ JIaJIbIIIE JIE3Th TIO OyrprcToit Oesnoit moBepxHOCcTH. CTBOJ BHIITISIEN IOPUCTBIM, BECh
B TpelIMHAX ¥ HapocTaX. 3arernbl ObLTN, ¥ 9TO HEMHOTO OOHAIEKUBAIIO.

JIExa nE€pHY HECKOJIBKO JIMaH U30 BCEX CUJI — OHU JIEPKAJINUCh KPenKo. Komouky HenpuaTHO
BIIMBAJIVCH B JIAJI0OHH, HO JIETKO OOIaMbIBAJIMCh, €CJTU TIPOBECTU PYKOW BHU3.

— JlagHo, — ckasan oH. — JleBaTbCs HEKy/a.

OH cHs1 00yBb, TOMSUT MOAOMIBY. JlemEéBble KPOCCOBKU, JOBOJBLHO MOHOIIEHHBIE, THYJIHCH
TJIOXO, HO 3a/IHUK OBUT BHICOKWH, HA/IEKHBIH, IJIOTHO 00JIeras MITKY — He COCKOJIBb3HET.

— BbI ke MeHs1 He nofiBeiETe? — CIPOCHJT OH.

KpoccoBku momuanu. 3HauuT, OH enieé He OKOHYATEeIbHO TCHUX.

JIéxa HatsHy1 0OyBb Ha OOCYI0O HOTY, a HOCKaMHu OoOMOTas jiafioHu. [loroM BbICBOOOAMT U3
3apociieil HeCKOJIBKO JJIMHHBIX TUIETel, OYUCTHII UX OT KOJMIOYEK U JIUCThEB U COPOCKIT KOHIIBI BHU3.
JITMHBI XBaTaio, 4ToObl MOJOOPATHCS K CTBOJTY TOJ] BHICTYIIOM.

Caupas KOMIOUKH, OH 3aMETHJI, UTO JIMCTUKY BBIIESIOT JTUNIKUA cok. HemHoro nogymas, JIéxa
HATEP COKOM JIaJIOHU U MOJOIIBBI KPOCCOBOK.

— Hy Bc€, — nmpodopmoTan oH. — YenoBek-Mayk roTos.

OH MOBUC Ha JIMAHAX, pacKayajcs U HBIPHYJI MOJ] YEPHOE KOJbIIO sipyca. OAHON pyKoil cpazy
YZIAJIOCh 3aLETUThCS 32 PACLIeMHY B CTBOJE. Tereph IJ1aBHOe — He OLIMOUTHCS.

JIéxa Hamén onopy AJ1s1 HOTH, MPHXKAJICS BCEM TEJIOM K 0eJioit OyTrprcTOi HOBEPXHOCTH U IOCTa-
BUWJI Ha BBICTYII BTOpYIO HOTY. [ToTOM, 3aTauB JbIXaHue, OTITYCTUII JIMAHBI M YXBATHJICSI BTOPOU PYKOM
3a 1IeIb.

Cepatie OelieHo CKaKHYJIO K TOpITy.

Henb3s, Henb3s ceffuac qaBaTh BOMIO cTpaxy. Hesb3s, yToObI MOTUIBIIO CO3HAHME.

CTBOJ OKa3aJicsl He COBCEM OTBECHBIM: Y TIOBEPXHOCTH ObLIT HEOOJBINON YKJIOH, OYITO IepeBO
CY’KaJIOCh KBepXy. AKKypaTHO NIepeJBUrasiCh M IIPOBEPsIs KaXkIblii OyrOpoK, KaxkIaylo TpelmuHy, JIéxa
no0pajcs IPUMEPHO JI0 CEPEAMHBI Iy TH MEXKIY TPETHUM U BTOPBIM SIPYCOM.

W TyT U3 paciienvHel, 32 KOTOPYIO OH JepKaJicsl, BHICYHYJIACh NTUIA U OOJIBHO KJTIOHYJIA €ro
B TUIEYO.

JIéxa HempOM3BOJIBHO AEPHYJICS, BCIIOTEBIINE MAJIBIBI HE YAEPXKAIU €ro, U OH IOoJIeTes BHU3.

Hy, BOT 11 Bc€! — MesbKHYIIO B TOJIOBE, OJHAKO 3apOCIIH JIMAH HUKHETO sipyca CMSATYIIIH Tajie-
HUe. JI€xa Buenuscs B JIMaHbl, He 0Opalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha O0JIb OT KOJMIOYEK, BIUBIIUXCS B JIAIOHH.
[TpeprpIBHCTO ApIIa, OOIMBASACH XOJOAHBIM MOTOM, OH BBIOpAJICS W3 3apOCliei, U, 00eCCUICHHBIMH,
npucen Ha rwiomaake. Cepaie KOJOTUIOCh Tak, OYATO XOTeI0 BHICKOUMThH Hapyxky. JI€xa moHuman,
YTO B CJIEAYIONIHIA Pa3 MOKET 1 He MoBe3TU. Hao ObUIO YTO-TO IPUIyMBIBATh, YTOOBI IOTHBIE JIATOHH
He CKOJIB3WIN. J1o 3eMIH OBLJIO elIé Tajieko.

Hernonanéky Ha BeTKy cena Jipyrasi ntuia — Oenasi, pa3mepoM c rycs. Ha ronose y He€ 3ere-
HeJla «KOCBIHOUKa», I11el0 0OBUBAJIa OpaHKeBasl MOJI0Cca, a MOJ KPbUIbIMH OOJITAUCH /1BA TIOMYIIPO-
3payHbIX MEIIKa C PHIOOH.

«I'me-1o panoM Boja», — MalllMHAJIBHO OTMeTWI JIEXa.

[ITra nokasanack NOAO3PUTETBHOM.
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— MoskeT, Thl MHE CKaXelllb, YTO TPOUCXOTUT?

«Ecnu nTrma oTBETUT, TO 3TO TOYHO ITTIOKM, — MPUIYMaJl OH caM ce0e TECT M CHOBA CIIPOCHII
ntuiy: — Kak 1edst 30ByT?»

IITrna He orBeTma. OHa 3a0pasia, pacrpaBuiia Kpblibs U Cleasla YTPOXKaIOIIUKA BeIIAL.

JIéxa BcryrHyn e€, u Ta mepeserena Boime. OT B3Maxa KpbUIbeB 3a0bITHII HaBEpXy IUIATOK
COPBAJIO C JIMaH ¥ cCOPOCHJIO HIKe Ha JiaHbl. JIExa mose3 3a HUM | TOJIBKO TOT/IA YCIIBIIIAT TOHKHA
TTUCK.

B 3apocnsix okazanock THE3/10 ¢ AByMS NTEHIIaMK. Y 000MX Ha TOJIOBaxX ObUIM TaKHE ke «KOCHI-
HOYKHU», KaK Y B3pOCJIOW NITULIBI, TOJIBKO CEpbIE.

Bokpyr raesna niexai 6esbiii mopoiok. JIéxa pactép ero naibsiiamu. Ha orryrns — modry mar-
HE3usl.

— Cnacu60, NITUYKH, — CKa3aJl OH C UCKPEHHEN 0JIaroIapHOCThIO.

OH cBsi3a U3 TUIaTKa MENIoueK, HaOWJI TIOPOIIKOM M TPUBSI3al K PEMHIO JKUHCOB. Ternepb
MOXHO OBLJIO MPOIOIIKATD CITYCK M XOTS OBl He OOSATHCS, YTO MAJIBIIBI 3ACKOJb3SIT.

Bropoii sipyc oH npoién yxke octopoxkHee. besnplil mopoiok nomorai. JIéxa apurancs mMea-
JIEHHO, TeTieph MPOBEPSIs KAKAYIO IIesIb. 3eMIIsl PUOIMIKAIACh, U C KaXKIBIM METPOM OH BCE siICHee
MOHUMAJI: BO3MOXKHO, BBIKHBET.

Ha nociegHrx MeTpax oH yke modtd He 6osuics. [lake ecm COpBETCS, JOIKEH OCTAThCs KUB.

Ho oH He copsaiics.

Korpa nmox Horamu HakOHeI[ OKa3ajiach BiIaxHas yrnpyras nousa, JIExa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I IPo-
CTO CTOslJI, IPUCJIOHUBIIKUCH K CTBOMY. [I0TOM BBIIOXHYJI M APYKECKH MOXJIONAJ IO CTBOJY JIEPEBa.
It0 Obuta modena. Hacrosmas.

Ceituac OH ¢ OarogapHOCTHIO BCTIOMHIJ [JTUMKY, KOTOPBII TacKaJl ero Ha CKaJIOAPOM U TpH-
roBapUBaJI:

«Yunce, Kazanosa. Bapyr ot peBHUBOro Myska NpUAETCA yIUpaTh ¢ IECATOrO ITaxax».

Torpa JIéxa cmesiicsi, HO ceidyac STOT HaBBIK CHAC €My KU3Hb.

HewmHoro otapimaBmmck, oH 060mén nepeo. CTBON OKa3ascs TOMIIUHON C HeOOJBIIIOH TOM.
Mesxay kopHe#t JIExa Hamén cBoil cMapThOH — armmapar Jiexasl B HerTyOOKOU JTyKHIIe.

— Jla uT00 TEOs. ..

HoBeHbkuit MOOWJILHHK OBUT MOKPBIT M MEPTBBIN. JIEXa BRITPAXHYJ BOILY, 0OTEP KopITyc pyOa-
XOM, pa300paJt anmapar U pacrnuxal AeTaau o kapManam. OueHb XoTeI0ch choTorpadupoBaTh STOT
Jiec, HO LIMBUJIM3ALIMS, [TOXOXKEe, BPEMEHHO OT/IbIXaeT.

OH BBIMBLI B JIy)KHUIIe U3PAaHEHHBbIE PYKH, HATSHYJI HOCKH, 3aHOBO 3aIlIHypOBaJI KPOCCOBKH U
TOJIBKO TOCJIE ITOTO KaK CJIEIyeT OIIsIENC.

Bebie cTBOJIBI, MOXOXKKE HA BhIIEPOICHHbBIE CKANIbl, YXOIUIU B He00. UEpHble BETBU CMBIKA-
JIMCh HAJI TOJIOBOH TMOYTH CIUIOIIHOM Kpbiliel. OrpoMHBbIe YaieoOpas3Hble JINCThsI BUCEIM BBEPXY, KaK
3esIEHbIe KoJiEca. M Ha KakaoM JiepeBe — MO0 OJHOMY, MO J1Ba, MHOTAA MO TPYU — BUCENH TUIETEHBIE
AOMUKH. Bynro urpymiku Ha Enke.

— Knacceiii Tpusiep, — npodopmotan JIéxa. — Hano JluMke O3BOHUTS.

W TyT e BCHOMHMJI PO MOKPbIA TeIeOH.

— A, Hy ja. [luBmimsanus 3akOHYMAIIACh.

JIExa moién, caM He 3Has Kyzaa.

OH niepeGpa’t B rojIoBe BCE U3BECTHBIE EMY TUTAHTCKUE JIEPEBbI.

«Bbao6a6? Cam b1 62a00a0. Ceksoiis? [Tog [Tutepom? Ara, mac».

Besbie cTBOJIBI ¢ YEPHBIMU BETBSIMHU M JIUCThSIMH-YAIIaMK He TIOXOIMJIM HU Ha 0a00a0bl, HU Ha
cekBoin. [la 1 BooOIIe HU HA YTO, YTO MOIJIO PAaCTH B HOPMAJILHOM MUDE.

[TouBa npyxuHKIA O] HOraMH, Kak MATKoe nopucroe nokpeirve. CHavana JI€xa men ocro-
POKHO, TIOTOM YCKOPWJICS, TTOTOM ToOexait. 3emiis OyITo cama moadpaceiBaia ero, marid CTaHOBH-
JIUCh JIMHHEE, TEJI0 — JIETKUM, TIOYTH HEBECOMBIM.
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UYeépHble BeTBU OEIOCTBOJIBHBIX A€PEBbEB 00PA30BBIBAIM HAJl TOJIOBOM CILIONIHYIO PEIIETKy. B
MIPOCBETaX MEJIbKAJIO HEMPUBBIYHO po30BOe HeOO. [ITHIIBI ¢ KyApsBHIM HEOHOBBIM OTEpEeHHEM Tepe-
JIeTaJM ¢ sipyca Ha sipyc. BHM3Y pociia pa3HOIIBeTHasl TpaBa, IVIOCKUE aXypPHbIE KYCThl HATOMUHAIN
TMTaHTCKYIO MayTuHy. Ha gepeBbsax BcE Tak ke BUCETU JOMUKU — OJUH HaJ APYTUM, OUH HAJ JpY-
ruM, Oy/TO Jiec ObLT 3aCTPOCH 0 BEPTUKAIH.

«MaJo 11 KoMy HY)KHBI 9TH TUTQaHTCKHE CKBOPEYHUKU ?» — mogymal JIéxa yxe 6e3 mpexHen
MAHUKU.

Ho panocts nocsie ynauHoro ciycka ObICTpO BbIIOXJIAck. Jlec He KoHJascs.

[Mapenn Gexan, MOTOM IMIEN, TIOTOM CHOBa OeXkal — W BCIOY BHIEI OJHO U TO Xke: Oesbie
CTBOJIBI, YEPHBIC BETBH, YAIIV JIUCTHEB, IOMUKH, MIOJBEIICHHbIC Ha BeTKax. PaHTacTUUYECKUi Jiec ObLT
OeCKOHEYHBIM.

Be3oTBeTHBIE BOIPOCH! OMSTh 3aKPYTHINCh B TOJIOBE, HO B YEPEITHOM KOPOOKe BO3ZHUKAIU
JIMIITH Ope/ioBble 0ObsiCHeHUs. Ecii 3To He TIIIOKH, He COH M He Urpa, To uto Toraa? Kpome mogospe-
HUSI, YTO OH IO MbsTHU HAIIOTAJICS TaJUTIOLIMHOT€HOB, BO3HUKAIM MPEATOIOKEHUS], YTO €ro MOXUTUIIH
VHOIUIAHETSIHE WJIM, UTO elé XyXke, OH YK€ YMep U IUTyTaeT B MOTYCTOPOHHEM MHUPE, a B IJIETEHBIX
KJIETKaX OOMTAOT MYIIA YMEPIIHX.

Ot Takux mbiciei JIExe ctaHOBUIIOCH He TI0 ceOe. M3 Hero To  JeJ10 BRIPBIBAJICS CIABJICHHBI,
OecriomMoIIHbIN cToH. Ho T1e-To B riTyOrHe CO3HAHM S 3apOKAaJICs, TOKa ele He SBHBIM, eJ1e CIIBIITHBIN
curdai: OyIb OCTOPOKEH, TypeHb, 3TO He COH U He UTPa, a COBCEM MHOM, HEBEIOMBIN TeOe, HO BITOJTHE
peaIbHBIN MUP.

— Pazbepémcs, — Gopmoran JIéxa.

Cnoso 6buto JIumkuHo. [IuMKa B JII00OM CUTYalluM COKOWHO ToBopwi: «Pa3zdepémcs. [po-
O1eMy HaJI0 IpeoOpa3oBaTh B 3a/1a4y». M1 0OBIMHO IEHCTBUTEILHO pa3oupacs.

TonbKO BOT Kak MPEeBPaTUTh B 33124y 3TOT Open?

Uepe3 kakoe-To Bpems JIéxa cHOBa jocTtall TenaedoH, HaesACh, YTO TOT MPOCOX U 3apadoTaer.
Ho anmapar naxe He BKJTIOUMIICS.

— Hy xoneuHo, — cka3as oH. — Pa3meudrasncs.

Cryctst mapy 4acoB OH coBceM CHUK. COJTHIIe MOIHSIIOCh BBICOKO, U CBET JIOKUJICS Ha 3eMJTIO
sipkrMH nisiTHaMu. HeGo B pocBeTax Mex /1y BeTBSMU CTAJIO yXkKe He PO30OBBIM, a OMPI030BbIM. [ITHIIBI
MOYTH TTPUMOJIKJIH. 3eJIeHb, C yTpa MpUOnTas K 3eMJie, paclipaBuach M MOAHSIACH, MECTAMH TpaBa
JIOCTaBaJia JI0 1Mosica, U UATU CTAHOBUJIOCH TSIKEJO.

TpaBuHKYM TOXe ObLTM HeHOpMaJibHbIe. OKpallleHHbIe BO BCe I[BETA MAJTUTPbI, OHU OXaJd U
MUY, KOTJIA JIOMAJIUCh MOJ] HOTaMHU.

JIExa men moa BU3r U CTOH TPAaBbl, TOCTOSIHHO OIJISIIBIBAJICS Y B3JParvBal OT KaxkI0ro HOBOTO
3ByKa. VIHOra OH HE BBIIEP:KUBAJ, CPHIBAJICA U C BOIUIEM: — 3aTKHUCh! 3aTKHUCh! — HauMHal
TOITaTh TOBOPSIIYIO TPABY.

lonoBa cHOBa HAMOMHWIIACH TSAKECTHIO U COBCEM HUYEro He cooOpaxkana. PaHTacTUYecKue
TMTAaHTCKUE JIePEeBbsl, pa3BelllaHHble Ha HUX TUIETEHbIE JOMUKH, Pa3HOIIBETHAsl CTOHYIAsl Tpama,
3apOCU SIPKO-JTMMOHHBIX KYCTOB C TPO3/IbSIMU CHMHUX, HEOHOBO CBETSIMXCS 3BE3Jl, HEBUJAHHbIE
IITUIBl 1 HACEKOMBIE — BCE YTHETAJIO pa3yM, BbI3bIBAJIO ’KUBOTHBIN CTPax M CBOAUJIO C yMa.

Nuorna Ha nepeBbsx cepoil TeHblo MesbKaau moau. [lpu nosiienun JIEXu OHU MPSATAIUCH,
0COOEHHO KOT/Ia OH K HUM B3bIBaJL. JIEXa Opajl 4TO €CTh CHJIBI, IIPOCKIT O TIOMOIIH, HO HUKTO HE OTO-
3BaJICA. BBIJIO HETIOHATHO, MOYEMY MECTHBIC KUTEN MPSIyTCsl, 3a4eM OHU TMOCEIUIUCh B BUCSIUUX
JOMHUKAaX Y M0 KaKOW MPUYMHE HUKTO He UJIET Ha KOHTAKT. MOXET, 3TO U He JII0U BOBCE, a NIPUBU-
nenus? A BApyr aukapu-ionoenpl? bonblie Bcero myraia HEM3BECTHOCTb.

BraxkxHast 3emuist mapuia, B JieCy CTaHOBHJIOCH BeE kapdye. [1oT mekoTasn crvHy, 100 U BUCKU.
JIéxa npuces Ha BHICTYTAIOIINI KOPEHb JIEPEeBa, YCTAIO MPUCIOHWICS K IIepIIIaBOMY CTBOJTY, pyKa-
BOM BBITEP BCIOTEBIIHIA JIOO U PacCTErHyJ pyOarnky.
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— D, monu! — KPUKHYJ OH, HA Ha YTO YKe He Hajesich. — Ay! Bbl moau vn 6e3KanocTHbIe
npuspaku’?

BcenymmBasich B TUIIMHY, OH 3710 MPOIIMNEN ceOe Mo HOC YIABIIUM IoJIOCOM:

— Caonoun!

B oryasgHvu nmapeHp 0OXBaTHJI pa3rOPSIYEHHYIO TOJIOBY PYKaMH U, CTapasiCh HE CBAJIUTLCS B
MPOMACTh HapacTalolero 0e3yMHOro ykaca, pacKaumBaJics Tyga-ciona, 6e3 KOHIA MOBTOPSISl UCTe-
PUYHBIM, [TOYTH IJIAYYILIMM TOJIOCOM OJIHO U TO Ke:

— ¢1 He moHMMal0, CyKa, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, cyKa! f He moHumaio! OTkyna 31a XpeHb? [bsABoIb-
myHa! IpsaBosbiHa !

OH BCXJIMITHYJT ¥ JypHBIM T'OJIOCOM M37aJ1 UCTOIIHBIA BOILUIb:

— A-a-al

— Vax-un-pu! — KpHUKHYJIa HE3HAKOMasl NTULIA B PaAyKHOM ONEPEHUU M, HallyTaHHasl ero
BOILJIEM, BCIIOPXHYJIA C BETKHU.

U cpazy nocne storo JI€xa ycabliiian yIuBiI€HHbIA BO3IJIAC:

— Myxuuna?! PeayipHblid!

JIéxa B3mporuyin, obepHyJicsl 1 HUKOTO He yBujel. OH He MOHsUI, OTKyAa JAOHECCS TOJI0C.

Myxunna? Tak ero HUKOrIa He Ha3bBaIM. Yaie Bcero K HeMy OOpaIaiuch: «3M, YyBaK»,
«TapeHb», «MOJIOZI0M uesioBek». CenoBnackle pogeccopa B UHCTUTYTE MHOT/Ia UMEHOBAJIU IOHOLIEH,
BKJIaJIbIBasi B 3TO CJIOBO YHUUMKUTEJILHBIN CMBICTT: «Bbl, I0HOIIIA, COBEPIIIEHHO HE MOHUMAETe, O YEM
ropopute». Takoe OH yacTo ciplai Ha 3Kk3aMeHax. OJHOKYPCHUKY B IIYTKY Mpo3Banu ero Kasa-
HOBOM u3-3a pamunu KazaHoBCKuUi, Aa ¥ He TOJIBKO M3-3a (pammwmuu. pyr aercrBa [JumMka yacto
MO/IPa3HUBAJ, Ha3bIBasl «MAJIBUYMKOM», a JI0 HelaBHEro BpeMeHu JI€xa BooOine OblT «maraH», HO
HUKOTJA — «MYKIMHA».

CHoBa nocplIascs JaCKOBBIH roJIOC:

— 3auem b1 Ha 3emuie? He Goutbes?

JIéxa nmomHsw1 rosioBy 1 otoporien. Ha nepeBe, Ha 4€pHoU IJISIHLIEBOU BETKe, cujea HuMmda, u
OT 9TOU KapTUHBI TIOBESLJIO BOJIIIEOHOM CKa3KOW. 3eJieHb € OJIeK/Ibl C MHOTOYHCIICHHBIMU 3aBSA3KaMU
CJIMBAJIACh C JIMCThSIMU JIMAH, OIUIETABUIMX BETKY.

— MyxuuHa, 5 ceituac npeIrHy K tede. JIoBn MeHs1! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA HE3HAKOMKA M HEOXKH-
JaHHO OBICTPO COCKOJIB3HYJIA C BHICOKOU BETKH.

JIéxa eqBa ycnesn BCKOYMTh U HEYKJTIOKE TIOIXBATHII IEBYIIIKY y caMoi 3emuid. OHa Iokas3ajiach
€My CJIMIIKOM JIETKOM AJIs CBOETO POCTa M KOMILIEKIMH. JIEXa cMOTpes Ha HE3HAKOMKY C HECKPbIBa-
eMbIM BOCTOPI'OM, He Bepsi CBOEMY c4acTbio. EMy 3aX0Tenoch OOHSTh €€ — 3TOro aHreJa, COIIE/IIero
XOTh M He ¢ HeOecC, HO BCE-TaKM CBEepXy. DTa JeByIIKa ceilvac Oblia [JIs HEr0 CaMbIM POHBIM, CAMbIM
JKEJIAHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM B 1ieJIoM cBeTe. Kpome Toro, neByiika Obula OX Kak XOpolia.

VnuBi€HHbIN €€ BHE3AITHBIM MOSIBJIEHEM U O4apOBaHHBINA KpacoTou, JIExa He MOr BBIMOJIBUTh
HU cJioBa. JleByllKa ¢ TakUM e BOCXUIIEHUEM CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero. Bosock! 11Beta MeJoBOTrO siHTapsi
TJIOTHOW BOJTHOW OOTEKaM €€ CUJTbHBIC TUICUH, HUCTIAIAJH JIO TAJIMU W OJIeCTE A B COJTHEYHBIX JTydax
30JI0TUCTBIMU ¥ MEIHBIMU TIEpeIMBaAMHU.

«Kak B amoHckux aHume», — nogymain Jléxa, Bc€ riyOxe mpoBaavBasch B Oe3/1Hy BOCTOpra.

W nec, u 1oMHKY yke CTaJIM HE TaK BaKHBI M HE Tak myrayiu. K Tomy jke He3HakoMKa ropopuiia
M0-PYCCKH, 3HA4UT, OH jioMa. [To kpaiineii mepe, B Poccuu. D10 ToKe 0OHAIEKMBAJIO.

ConHeuHble Jyuu Mafaid AEBYIIKE B CIHHY, M Ka3aJoCh, YTO OHa cusieT. Ecam Obl OH ObLT
MO3TOM, TO MIMEHHO O HEH CKa3aJl Obl: «'€HUH YMCTON KPacoThl» — WIIM BOCKJIMKHYJI, TIPUKPbIBasI
r1a3a yaionslo: «O HuMda, o Bunenue!» Ho JIE€xa, XOTh U COUMHST 17151 ceOsI TIeCHU, TIO9TOM He ObLI.
OH 00M3HYJ MepecoXInye ryObl ¥ BOOOIIE MOTePsiT CIOCOOHOCTh TOBOPHUTD.

Kpacasuiia yneiOHynach 1 najislieM IpoBeJia 1o ero rpyau B pacnaxHyToi pyoarike. [Tpu stom
JEBYIIKA CMyTUJIACh U MUJIO XMXUKHYJIA.

— IIpuBer, — HakoHe1] cMor BbIMOJIBUTD JI€xa. — Thl HaBaXkJeHNE WU pPeabHOCTh?
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JIu1o neByIIKM Bblpakaslo NCKPEHHIOK PaIocTh U HETIO[/IE/IbHbI MHTEPEC.

— 1 HacTostmast, — ckazasia oHa. — MOXHO 1 OOHUMY TeOs1?

He noxnapivchk oTBeTa, oHa 0OHsIa JIEXy, OTOM c/efaa qBa Imara Ha3aj| i KOKETJIMBO TIOBEP-
HyJIach, OyATO COOMPAsCh YUTH.

— Iocroii, He yxoau! — ucIyraHHO BCKpUKHYJI JIExa, BCTIONOMIMBIINCE, YTO AEBYIIKA MOXET
WCUYE3HYTb.

Omna u ipaBza nodesxasa, UrpUBO OTJISBIBasACh. JIExa Opocuiics 3a Held, KprJa BIOTOHKY:

— Croit! He yOeraii! Mue HyxHa TBOsI oMoIiib. CTOH, TOTOBOPH CO MHOW !

— Henp3s1! — nponena Ha Xofy AeBYIIKa, He 000PaYHBasICh.

Kak nimHHOHOTras rasens, OHa JIETKO, B IPallMO3HOM IOJIETE, NEPENphIrBajia Yepe3 MOLIHbIE
KOpHM JepeBbeB. PaccTosiHue Mekay HUMU BCE YBEJIMUMBAJIOCh. HeT, OH €€ HU 3a 4TO HE YIyCTHT.
[MapeHs nmprOGaBUI CKOPOCTb.

Nuorpa «aumMda» 0CTaHABIMBAIACH, OIISIBIBANIACH, U Y JIEXU OT €€ KpacoThl 3aMUpPaJIo CeplIe.
Uro 3a yyneca cerofHs Npoucxonsr?

OH 1ouTH AOTHAJ IEBYIIIKY, KOCHYJICS €€ IUIe4a, HO B 9TOT MUT CIIOTKHYJICA U ynaj. Yeprsixa-
SICh, OBICTPO BCKOYMJI, OTHAKO HUM((aA yKe OblIa JTaieKo.

— Jla ook 1y Thl! — HMCCTYIUIEHHO, IOYTU B UCTEpHKE, 3akpruyail JIéxa. — Tbl HykHa MHe!

Bomme6nas kpacaBuiia, BUIMMO YJIOBUB €r0 OTYasHHUE, OCTAaHOBWJIACH M MEJICHHO IOIUIa
HaBcTpeuy. JIExe Ka3aioch, YTO OHA UJAET, HE KacasiCh 3eMJIM. 3aBsI3KM HAa €€ TOHKOM ILIaThe pa3Bs-
3aJTUCh, OroJMB TUTeur. [lapeHs eme Oosbiie 3aBoTHOBAJICS. [IbIXaHUe yJacTUIIOCh, CEPALIe 3aMepIio.
OH 1 10 3TOrO OBLT B MOIYOOMOPOYHOM COCTOSIHHH, & TeNIepb, OKOJIIOBAHHBIN YapyIOIIMM BUICHUAEM,
OKOHYATEJIbHO MOTEPSLT I'OJIOBY.

JleByIIka moaonuia 1 ObICTPbIM M3SIIHBIM JBHKEHUEM OITyCTUJIACh HA 3€MJII0 PSIOM, TIsis
CHM3Y BBEpX HEBUHHBIMU IN1a3aMHU. JIEXa 3aCThljI, HE CMesl IIEBEIbHYThCS.

— 41 TeGe moHpaBUIachk? — cripocusia oHa. — Tl IPUIIIEN 32 MHOU?

JIExa crnoTHyiI.

«3T10 BOOOIIE HOPMATLHO? — KOJIbHYJIA TPe3Basi MbICIb. — HopMaJibHbIe IeBYOHKHU TaK ceOst
He Be/yT. 3aueM xke oHa yoerana?»

JleBylika 3acMesiiach YMCTBIM, MOYTH MY3bIKAJIBHBIM CMEXOM, 3alPOKMHY/IA Ha3aj TOJIOBY,
MIPUKPBLIA I71a3a.

— 41 He 3Hal0, YTO CO MHOM, — C MPUIBIXaHUEM CKa3asla OHa. — $I MeuTasa o Takol BcTpeye,
HO 51 6010Ch TeOs.

Ona meTHy/a B cTopoHy JIExu ObICTpPBI B3MJISA] U CHOBA OIMYCTHJIA IJ1a3a.

— 41 nepBBIi pa3 3a JECATH JIET BUKY PEAIbHOTO MYKUMHY.

— 41 TaKy1o KpacoTy TOXe MepBbIid pa3 BUKY, — MPOHUKHOBEHHO npousHec JIéxa. — He yoe-
rai, noxasnyicra.

— Tol mo3Ban MeHs... 9 Tebe HyxxHa? Hy nau xe ciona.

Ona npu3bIBHO NPOTSIHY/IA K HEMY PYKH, IpepBaB Bce ero comHeHus. JIExe kazanock, 4To cama
HEKHOCTb 30BET €rO0.

«Yeépr! Tak He ObiBaeT!» — OH IUTIOXHYJICS PAIOM Ha KoseHu. — «Y€pr! HaBaknenue!»

[NapeHs, IIMPOKO OTKPHIB IJ1a3a, CMOTPES Ha MOITy0OHaKEHHOE OECCTBIICTBO, HO CamMa JIEBYIIKA
M0YEMY-TO IpeJCTaBJIsIach €My HAaUBHOM U LIEJIOMY/IPEHHOU.

— KT0 TBI? — XPHILIO CITPOCKIT OH, MBITASICh U3 MOCIEIHUX CUJI COXPAHUTh OCTATKUA CaMO00-
naganus. — Tel Mo¥ COH?

JI€xa KocHyJcs pyKO# BOJIOC HE3HAKOMKHU.

— 4 Cundiica, — oTBeTWIa JAEBYIIIKA rOJIOCOM HEPEUIbI.

Omna BApyT M3BEpHY/IaCh Ha 3eMJIe, KaK KOIIIKa B TIEPUOJ] TOPMOHAILHON OypH, U Ha OOHAKUB-
eMcs Tiede OfiecHya sipKasi TAaTyMpOBKa: OOJBIIION I71a3 ¢ pa3HOIBETHOU PalyKKOH, IepeTBaio-
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IIeiics, KaK MbUTbHBIA My3bIpb. JIEXe MOUyIMIOCh, YTO U IJia3a JEBYIIKM MEepPEeTUBAIOTCS TAKUM Ke
Pa3HOLIBETHEM.

«KonmyHbs!» — axHys1 OH OT HEOXKUAAHHO BCIIBIXHYBILEH JIOTAIKH.

B MbIcsX onATh BCE 3aBEpTENOCh, MEPEMENIanoch: BUCAYNE JOMUKH, TUTAaHTCKHE AEPEBbs,
pacniucHas TpaBa, ckazouHast HUMda. OH goTpoHyicsa N0 pyku Cumaichl, xenast yOeauThcs, 4To
AEBYIIIKA HACTOSINAS, HO YJIOBUJI HAINpsiKEHUE U OECIIOKOWCTBO, BAPYT BO3HUKIINE B €€ OOJHKe.

W3 nomy3a6eiThst JIEXy BbIBET HEOKUIAHHO PE3KHIA, TPEBOKHBINA BO3IIAC HUMBI:

— INukSpet 6nuzko! bexum!

OHa )X1BO BCKOYMJIA U MOTsIHYJIA 32 c000it JIEXy, BCE eImé morpykE€HHOro B OMYT TOTPSICCHUI.
Onu nopdexamu kK OmkaiiimeMy nepeBy. Cuiaiica JIOBKO, Kak KOIIKa, BCKapaOKanach Ha MepBbId
SIpyC BETOK, XBaTasiCh 32 KOJIIOYME JIMAHBI TOJIBIMUA PyKaMHU.

— Ckopee J1e3b! — HUCIyTaHHO Y HACTOMYMBO KpHUKHYJa OHa cBepxy. — Ckopee! TIukopsl
omu3ko! 4 ux cipimny. Pactepsator Beap!

JIéxa, He moHMMas1, 0 YéM OHA OECTIIOKOUTCSI M O KAKMX TAKMX MUKOPaX FOBOPUT, PACTEPSTHHO
CTOSLJI TTOZI IEPEBOM U HaOmofan, Kak Cuiiaiica MeyeTcsl HaBepxy: TO IPSYETCs B 3apOCiisX JIMaH, TO
BBIHBIPMBAET M3 HUX, YTOOBI TIO3BaTh ero. EMy coBceM He XOTelnoch CHOBa KapaOKaThCs HA AEPEBO,
HO, YBUZIEB UCITyTaHHbIE IJ1a3a IEBYIIKU, OH BCE-TAKH MOCIYITHO TOJIE3 M0 BBHIEPOICHHOMY CTBOIY.

Kak Tonmpko JI€xa okazaiics HaBepxy, Cuaiica OOJNIBHO BIIETIMJIACH €MY B PYKY U CHJIOH 3aTa-
muyia B yKpbitue. Komoune BeTKkH 10 KpoBU 000Ipaiy eMy HIelo.

B rycrhIX cruieTeHusx uX Nprkasio Apyr K apyry. Pasropsuénsbiii JIExa yyBcTBOBaJ Mpo-
XJIaJHYI0 KOKY e€ Tena. OH MpHOOHSIT UCIyTaHHYI0 KPacoTKy, AaBasi MOHSTh, YTO C HUM €f He4ero
00SThCSI, HO caM OECIIOKOMHO CITPOCHT:

— Kro Takue nukops1? Yto 310 32 MECTO TaKoe CIopHOE?

Cunaiica npuKpbLia eMy poT JIaJOHbIO:

— Te-c-c...

E€ manbliiel apanan eMy ryosl. Koxka Ha pykax JIeBYIIKHM OblIa TAKOH e rpyOOy, Kak BeTKU
JIMaH.

BHu3y nociblmaicst mopox M TsokEnoe (pblpKaHbe BIEpeMeIKy ¢ pelyaHueM. JIéxe He ObUIo
BUJIHO, KaKWe KUBOTHbIE OyXKIAJIM TOJ JAepPeBOM, HO CTpax M Bo30yxkaeHue CHiaidChl HEBOJIBHO
Nepeiajich eMy.

Cyns 1o 3ByKam, )KUBOTHBIE TOMETHIIN TEPPUTOPHIO, TOTOUMIIM KOTTH O JIEPEeBO, CJIETKa Iolia-
NaJICh OPYT C IPYyroM U 4epe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMs YIUIM. VX peluaHre CTaHOBMIIOCH BCE TIIyIIE, HO
JEBYIIKA EIIE AOITo He pa3peniaya JIEXe 1meBeMThCsA U pa3roBapyBarh.

— I'ne mbI, 4€pT BO3bMU? — MIENOTOM cripocu JIéxa.

Ho peBymika, yTKHYBIIMCH B €ro IJIeY0, MOJYA 3a)KUMajia eMy poT JagoHbio. OT e€ Bojoc
MIPUSATHO TIAXJI0 CaH/AJIOBBIM JiepeBoM. JIéxa ayBcTBOBal OueHue e€ cepaia. Vi 310 ero cepaie
OUJIOCh TaK CHJIBHO, YTO 3aCTaBJISIO 3a0bITh 000 BcéM Ha cBeTe? CTOATh TaK MOJTYA, MPUKUAMAsT K
ceOe KpacoTKy, ObUIO HEBHIHOCUMO BOJIHUTEJIHHO.

CrpsixvBasi HaBaXJICHUE, OH CHOBA CITPOCHIL

— Yro 310 32 1ec? Trl 3HACHIB?

— Bonmie6HbIi Jiec, — HaKOHEII MoIIeKoTasa AbixanueM ero yxo Cunaiica. — Onu ynum? f
uX 04eHb 0010ch. A Thl He Oonibesi? bes opyxkus... Tl Takoi cMenbIid. .. U eme. .. Kpacusblii! Oi,
ThI IOPAHWUIICSL. . .

OHa M3HyNa HapanvHy Ha ero Iee.

U Tyt Ha JIExy HakaTuino. OH nepectan Jymarh O IOMUKax, 00 HCIIOpYEHHOM TeliehoHe, 3a0bLT,
YTO 3a0MyUiICS B HEBEIOMOM Jiecy. MO3r OTKIJIIOUIICS, U YIPaBJIeHUE KU3HBIO B3sJT HA ceOst ApeB-
HEWIMi MHCTUHKT. JIEXa He ynep:asics, KocHyJcs rydamu Bucka CUIIaiichl.

Omna cama moriesioBajia €ro, a IocJie BAPYr OTCTPAHMIIACH U T10-/I€JIOBOMY CIIPOCHUJIA!

— Kak pe6éHouka Ha3BaTh?
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— Kakoro pe6énouka? — He noHsut JIéxa.

HeymecTHblil BOIPOC OTPE3BUII €TO0.

— Koroporo s cefiuac 3auana, — yBepeHHO ckazayia Cuaiica.

— Yero ThI 3a4ana? — rpyoo BHIKpUKHYJ JIExa 1 Hexopomo paccmesticsi. — C Kakoro nepe-
nyry?

— Pe6EHouka, — HEBUHHO XJIOMNas rjla3amMu, OBTOPHJIA JEBYIIIKA.

«Bort mypa!» — co 3nocThio nomymat JIéxa. EMy cTano HeBBIHOCHMMO TOITHO, Kak OyITO UCTIOP-
THJIA TTPA3JHUK.

— MBpI Beip ObUTH OJIM3KU. .. THI U 51, — C YJABIOKOW U3YMJICHUSI OOBSICHSIIa €My, HETIOHSTIIN-
BOMY nypaky, Cunarica.

— To ecTb THI XOUEIIIb CKA3aTh, YTO MBI OJIM3KO CTOSUU APYT K Apyry? — JIéxa nopaBmit HepB-
HBII CMEIIOK; y HEero JJake 37I0CTh Moraciia OT 3TOro AETCKOro 0ObsicHeHus1. TOYHO JBUHYTAS.

Cunaiica cMOTpesia Ha Hero pacTepsiHHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— Hy na, 6musko. 4 3Hatw, 4To OT OIM30CTU C MYKUYMHON POXKAAIOTCS eTh. Tak TOBOPAT.

JIéxa ¢ nocanmoui ckazan:

— V-y, kak Bc€ 3anyieHo! Tebe CKOIbKO JeT-10?

— BocemHaaars uepes ecsith 1Heu Oyaer.

— Bor 310 npukosn. — Jléxa pazoyapoBaHHO oTcTpaHwIcsAa. — Jlaxke He 3Hal0, YeM TeOsl pH-
00OPUTb.

Hy nouemy onu tak? [Nouemy Beuno Bc€ ucnoptrat? Cuaiica yxe He Kazanach eMy BOJIIIEOHO
kpacuBoi. OObIYHas HeaiekBaTHasA 0ada. Cpa3y BUIHO, UTO ¢ OaIKor He IpyxkuT. OH pa3o3Iuiics
Ha cebs1. Yero noruibii? Majo eMy BUCSUUX TIOMUKOB?

— Thri c II6pkyca? Tl unor? — 3a1a1a cTpaHHblid Bonpoc Cutaiica, MbITasiCh B TECHBIX 3apOC-
JISIX 3aBsI3aTh BEPEBOYKH Ha IJ1aThe.

— 4 crynent. S u3 [erepOypra, — xonogHo oTBeTU JIEXa.

— C Tlopkyca? — noBTopHJIa IEBYIIIKA.

— U IMutepa, — paznpaxkeénHo opocwui JIéxa, He TOHMUMAs €€ BOIPOCOB.

— I'me 310?

— Cankr-IlerepOypr, — MalIMHAIBHO YTOUHHII OH.

JIéxa ocTOpOKHO BEIOMPAJICS U3 3apOCIIel, CTapasich He 000/IpaTh JIMIIO M HE TIOPBaTh PyOalky.

— I'ne sator Cankr-Iletrepdypr? — cripocriia Cunaiica, BuiOupasich ciegom. — Ha ITopkyce?

IMocnepnuit Bonpoc BeiBen JIéxy u3 ceOs. Kakom emgé IMopkyce? CoBceM TmoKaHyTas, —
yTBEPAWICS OH B XyAUIMX onaceHusx. AX, napmuso kak! ITapmmso... Yro 3a aens Takoit? U Bee-
Taku KpacuBasi, 3apa3a! [laxe B aTux Tpsnkax — uuka! Jlyx 3axBateiBaet! XKanb, Heaneksar. Ho,
MOXET, XOTb JIOPOTY MOJICKaKET.

— A THI T71e KUBENIL? — CIPOCKI OH KaK MOKHO OoJiee OecCTpacTHBIM TOHOM, XOTSI IO CHX
TIOp OILYILAJI BOJTHEHUE.

— 3neck, B Kyprype, B Bonme6HoM Jiecy, — cMelaBImmch, HexoTs otBeTvia Cunaiica u jo6a-
BWJIA TaK TUXO, 4TO JI€xa enie paccapiman: — Thl e BUAMILD, 1 HA KAPAHTUHE.

— Kapantune? — B3gpornyn Jléxa. Ero kak Boznoi okaruiu. — Ha K-kakoM kapaHTuHe? —
3aMKasch, cripocui oH. — Yto 3a Kypryp? Hukorna ve cnpinan. I'ne 31o?

— [IpoBunims bandyc.

— I'ne sta npoBuHLIKA?

— 4 e 3na10. Ho Touno Ha Jlunrope. Ha nameit mianere.

— Han [Tutep Toke 11em1as raHeTa, — CKOPOTroBOPKOM MpousHec JIExa, ocMbICMBast HEMo-
HATHYI0 MH(OpMAIIMIO, U KaK Obl PABHOIYIIIHO, HO HA CAMOM JieJie C 3aTaéHHBIM CTPaXOM IepecIpo-
cll: — A 4€ 3a KapaHTuH?

Ha Bcakuii ciyyvaii oH orcrynuil. [leByiika MedtaTesibHO MpOTSHYJA!

— [lnanera ITurep...
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B3t e€ 3aTymMaHuiICs, 3payky pacIupPUIIUCh.

— Kakoii takoit kapantut? Tel ueM-10 60sIbHA? — HepBHO MOBTOPIUT JIEXa, CTpAXUBAS C JIUIA
HEBUAMMBIE MUKPOOBI ¥ TOTHPAsi IIAPANTHY Ha I1ee.

— 1 3mopoBas. f He mpecTynHuUIA, 5 37ech 32 yoexaeHus, — mebderana Cunaiica, MbiTasich
B3SITh €T0 32 PYKY.

JIéxa HEepBHO OTHEPHYN PYKY, OTOABUIasiCh OT AEBYLIKH, CIOBHO OT IPOKaXEHHOU, OIHAKO
Aajbllie OTCTYNaTh Mo BeTKe nodosuics. Cuarica mpuOIM3niach K Hemy.

— Boseménips MeHs k cebe Ha tuiadety [lutep? IMoxamyiicta! Beikynu MeHs. 3abepu MeHs
orciona! MHe 3/1ech Tak OIMHOKO U CTPAIIHO!

JIéxa ¢ momo3peHreM CMOTpelT Ha HOBYIO 3HAKOMYIO, TIBITASICh TIPOYMTATH B €€ IIa3aX CKPHITHIE
HamepeHusl. [lypHble MbIC/IH, KaK TapakaHbl, MOOeKaIN B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. OH OOSIICS TOBEPHYThCS
K JIBYIIIKE CIIUHON — BAPYT TOJKHET.

Beikyn... BoT Be3€r ceromns: To perpo-6ada B KJIETKe, TO IIU3aHyTasi KPacoTKa Ha JiepeBe
Open kakoi-To HecéT. Ha kapanTuHe 3a yoexnaeHus. .. bonbHass umm uaeiHasa? MoxkeT, cymaciie/-
mrasi. «3abepu MeHs» — | Tak cpazy. lllycrpas, oqHako, a Ha TIepBbIi B3I HAMBHAK. OHU ObIBAIOT
OMACHBI, 3TH MMU3KKU. VIX 3muTh Henmb3s. BiuH, 4To el cka3arh-To, 4T00 He ncuxanyna? Kak muthb
JaTh CTOJKHET, €CJIM YTO HEe TIOHPABUTCS. 3psl OH CTYIMJI Ha BETKY.

JIEXa mpuHSIICA MATKUM TOJIOCOM YBEIIEBaTh JEBYIIKY:

— Her, Cunaiica, xyna s Te6s1 3a0epy? Tol 31€Ch KUBEIID, 1 — Jaeko oTcioaa. Harmm nporu
HECOBMECTUMBIL. By/ib pearcTKoi. A emie syuine oObsICHI-Ka, YTO 3TO 32 MECTO TaKoe.

Cunaiica yMOJISIIOLIE CII0KWIIA PYKU HA TPYIM.

— 1 nymana: pa3 Thl Clojia IPUIIEN, 3HAYUT, 3HACIITh, YTO ITO 32 MECTO. 3HAUUT, XOUelllb B3SITh
ceOe KEHIMHY C KapaHTHHA Ha mepeBocnuTanue. Thl ke 3Bajl MEHs, KpuJas, 4To s Hy)XHa Teoe.
Beikynu mens!

Omna cxBaTuJIa ero 3a pyKy M IOCMOTpeJIa B I71a3a TAKMM IPOH3UTENIbHBIM, POCSIIAM B3IJIs-
1oM, 4to JIExe ¢ TpyoM yaajioch oKayaTh FOJIOBOM, OTKA3bIBasl eu.

Tonoc Cunaiicel 3aBUOpUPOBaI, IyOBI 3aIpOKAIIH.

— 41 Besp BhIILIA K TeOe, XOTh 3TO 3ampelneHo. Bee 0osites, a s Beiwia. Tenepb MeHsI TOUHO
HAaKaXxyT, ecii He 3a0epéiib. Y MeHs yke ObUT OVH MoOer ¥ JIBa HapyIlleHus pexuma. Terepb He
TOIIA/IST, HA YPOBEHb BHIIIE MOAHUMYT. 51 yke, UTak, Ha TPEThEM sIpyce, a YeM BhIIIe, TEM CTpaITHEH,
TEM OIacHee CITyCKaThCsl, a He CITyCKaThCs eIIE XyXKe: MOKHO C yMa COWTH B TOU KJIETKe. Brikynu
mensi! Trl ke BmoOusicst B MeHs1. BmoGwiics. f mouyBctBoBasa. Hamm cepaa Oumvich Kak ogHo. Ml
HE 3psi BCTPETHIIUCH !

Jléxa orBomw raza. OH mbITasics OTTecHUTh CUITalCy, 9TOOBI TOCKOPEH CITyCTUTHCS Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Bot uynHasi! MbI CTpaHHO BCTPETHIIMChH, HO MBI COBEPILIEHHO YyXKUe APYT IApYyry Jogu. Yto
3HAYUT — BBIKYNH? S, MOXeET, KOBapHBI, Oe3/TyIITHBIIA Yel, a Thl: BIIOOUJICS. .. BBIKYIIH. . . $1 HUKOT/Ia
He BMoOnstiock. Thl Jake He 3Haelllb, Kak MEHs 30BYT.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — TyT %e cripocuiia Cunarica.

JI€xa Ha3BaJs1 CBOE NMH.

OHa ¢ HEeXXHOCTBIO OBTOPUJIA:

— Auekceii... Tol He KOBapHBIH, Asiekceid. Thl CHITBHBIN, CMEJbIi, TOOPBIA, TH 3aMedaTesTh-
HBIH. ..

— DT0 HAYETO He MEHSIEeT, — PE3KO MPEcEK OH MOTOK HEOIPaB/IaHHBIX KOMILIMMEHTOB, CTapa-
sSICh TIOTACUTh BHYTPH BJIPYT BO3HUKIIIEE YyBCTBO MpoTecTa. — JIydinie moMoru BeIOpaThCsi U3 3TOTO
npokJIsiToro Mecra. Yro ato 3a nedpu?

Barisin neByiku, rpexjae BOCTOPKEHHBIH, TIOTYX.

— 41 xe ckazana: BomeOHsbIii Tec. 30Ha KapaHTHHA.

Omna mpucena Ha BETKY, OMyCTHIA I71a3a. JIExa Toxke cen psiioM — Tak ObLIO OOJIbIIe IIAHCOB
yZiepKaThbCsl, €CJI OHA BIAPYT Pa303JIMTCS U TOJKHET €ro.
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— 30Ha KapaHTHHA... — 3XOM MOBTOPWJI OH. — [TOHATHO, YTO HUYEro He MOHATHO. A KTO
KUBET B 3TUX JOMHUKAX ?

— JlecHble nTanku, — rpyctHoO yeMexHysach Cunarica. — Hac Tak MecTHbIe CITy)KUTEIN Ha3bl-
BAIOT.

JIéxa ckpuBHII TYOBI, HEJIOBOJIBHO OTJISIICIICS.

— Hy, na — necHble NTAIKY. .. YeOypalKu. .. — MpoOOPMOTaIT OH CO B3JOXOM. — MOXeT,
MOJICKaXelllb, KaK BHIUTH K J0pore?

JleBy1IKa OrIsiHyJ1ach.

— Hagno unru tyna, rae conHile BCXOOUT. DTo Janieko U onacHo. [TuKOpbl Kpyrom.

— Kakue emé nukopsi? A monu rae?

— Tam, — Cunaiica MaxHyJa pyKoil KyJa-To B cTopoHy, — B Kyprype.

JIéxa okoHYarellbHO paccTpowsics. Bce€ emé Oosnbllie 3armyThIBAOCh, WU OH TOHSUI, YTO OT
Cunaiichl Bpa3yMUTEIbHBIX OObSCHEHUN HE TIONTYYUT.

— BriBen MeHs U3 Jieca, — MPUKa3HBIM TOHOM MTPOM3HEC OH, BCTaBasi. — A s TeOe epCcTeHb
071apIo.

OH moka3zaJ ey mevyarky Ha Oe3bIMSTHHOM TaJIbIIe.

— 4 nokaxy nopory, — coracuiachk Cuaiica.

JIéxa Bcran, codupasich crycTuThes., Ho Cuaiica cXxBaTuiia ero 3a HOry.

— Tol Ha 3eMuTI0? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CHpOCHIIa JieByIika. — He Oowuribcs mukop? A 'y Te0s
naxe opyxus HeT. Sl uyTb He ymepJia, KOrjia MIKOpPHI IEPeBO Iapanaii. XOpoIo, YTO OHHU He JII0OT
3araxa JIMKOW IUIEU U He JIE3yT HaBepX.

Oma BhITaIIMIIA U3 3aPOCIIe TUIETh C CAJIATOBBIMU JINCTOYKAMHU.

— 41 He mymry TeOst BHU3, — PEIIUTETbHO CKa3asia oHa. — MBI 371eCh TI0 3eMJIe HE XOIHM.

JIéxa nmoxJjionas AeByIIKy 0 ey, JACKOBO MOCMOTPEJI B IJ1a3a U, MbITasiCh 3a100pHUTh, CIIPO-
CUJI:

— Xouerib, BMecTe yiiiem?

— MHe Heb3s1 — cpasy MnoiumaioT.

— A wmHe Hajio uary, Cunaiica. [lokaxu nopory, noxainyicra. S Beab HE CMOI'Y BBIKYIIUTb
TeOs1, €CII 3]IeCh OCTAHYCh.

Cunaiica orycTuia 1iasa.

— Tebs 51 Hayuy, Kak BeIATH. CMOTPH: Y JIUCThEB TpaoHa OOPTUKU pasHble. C 10KHOW CTOPOHBI
OOPTUKM HAMHOTO BHIIIIE, & C CEBEPHOW — HIKE. BylieM OpueHTHpOBaThCS 10 JIMCThsIM TpaoHa. Tede
HaJ0 UITU Ha BOCTOK.

— 3710, 4TO JiK, TpaoH? — crpocuit JIéxa, mocTyuaB MATKOM MO BETKE.

Cunaiica KMBHYJIA.

— A uKas miest — 3TH JIMaHbI?

JleByIIka BcTasia, MOIOILIA K 3apOCiisiM, COpBaJia HECKOJIBKO JIMCTUKOB, pa3Msila B pyKax M
MpOBeJIa N0 BOJIOCAM TapHS U €ro OfiekKIe.

— Tak Oyzer syuiiie, HO Ha 3eMJTIO BCE paBHO CTPAITHO criycKaTbest. [To BeTkam noiaém?

— Tonbko 1o 3emiie, — TBEPAO cKazan JIexa.

— A ecau MUKOPbI? — KUCIYTraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJA Cuarica.

— Toraa cHoBa 3a6epémcs.

— A ecnu He ycrieem?

— Kutb 3axouerca — ycreem.

— A nukopam BC€ paBHO, XOUETCsI HaM KUTb WK HeT. Ho 1 cormnacHa: o BeTkam OyaeT Cluil-
KOM JI0JITO.

Cunaiica HapBaJia JIMCTBEB TUKOW IUIEM, 3aCyHYJ/A 3a Ma3yXy U CIpbIrHyJa BHU3. JI€xa mpsl-
raTh He CTaJl — MOOOSIICS: TIOBEPXHOCTh 3MJIM BOKPYT epeBa ObliIa HEPOBHOM, BCSI MOK PBITAs Y3710~
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BaTbIMU KOPHSIMU TpaoHa. MOXHO ObUIO JIETKO TMOABEPHYTH HOTY, €CIIM HEYJauyHO MPU3EMJIUThCS,
MI09TOMY OH 3aBEPLIMJI CITyCK BECbMa OCTOPOKHO.

JleByIIKa TepreiarBoO KJajla ero BHU3Y, OTOM OIpeAe/nia HarpapieHre u nodexana. Jléxa
nocyieioBast 3a Hedl. Cuaiica 6exkaina poBHO, B pa3MepeHHOM Temrie. XOTsI OHa U OO0suIach KO,
6onbliie 00 ITOM He BCOMUHANA. VIHOTAA JIeByIIKAa OCTAaHABJIMBAIACH, HATHPAJIA CTOIIBI JIUCThSIMU
aukoi mien. OOuH pa3 OHM MO3BOJIIUIN ce0e MEPEeIBbIIKY — Yy 03epa — WX BOAY W YMbBIBAJIHCh.
[Totom onsath OGexanu. JI€xa ¢ Tpyaom nocnepai 3a Cuaiicoil. Bo pTy y Hero nepecoxJio, mosiBuiach
pe3kasi 60J1b B IpaBoM nofipedepbe, HO OH Teprie — 3HaJl, YTO OTKPOETCsI BTOPOE JIbIXaHHUE.

Uepes Ba yaca JieByIlIKa OCTAHOBWJIACh U CKa3aJla:

— Jlanplile MHE HeJlb3sl — METKa Ha pyke yxke xénras. Eciu Oynet kpacHas, Oyaer eme omqHo
3aMevaHue.

Omna nokasasia IpKo-k€eNToe MATHO Ha 3aIsCThE.

— BanperHas 30Ha 61m3Ko. A 'y Tebst MeTku HeT. Kak ThI ciofia riporién? 31ech Be3zie TaTuuKu
CTOSIT.

— 41 m cam He 3HaI0, — 3a/IBIXASICh MOCTIE AOJTOro Oera, ene BhMoBUI JIExa, BeITUpas KpaeM
pyOaiku MOKpbIi J1oO. OH HeloyMeBaJl, YTo 32 METKa y IEBYIIIKU Ha pyKe.

Cuaiica HUCKOJIBKO He 3arbixaiack. [pixaHue e€ ObUIo pOBHBIM, OHA TOJIBKO CJIErKa Mopo30-
BeJa; Ka3aJoch, Oer — e€ ecTecTBeHHBIN crnocod mnepensrskeHus. eBymika nmocmorpena Ha JIExy
JOJITMM TNIeYaJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM U HAKOHEI CKa3aJla Co B3[J0XOM COXKaJICHUS:

— Tenepw nau oguH. Yke Hemaneko. Beninens k 3a00py — 3a HUM jopora. Eciu noiaénib
BIOJTb 3200pa, HANAEITL KOHTPOJIBHBIN MyHKT. Tam MOsKeIb BHECTH B3HOC 3a MeHs1. Moii Homep 371ech
C-325789. A MHe nopa BO3BpaIlaThcsi — padoTy HA/I0 C/IaBaTh.

Omna BApYr CMyTHJIAaCh U C HEOXOTOH MPU3HAJIACK:

— MHe [1ocTanoch MyIecT TaMaky 13 JIMaH.

— Jla, raMak — Bellb Hy)XHasi, OCOOCHHO B JieCy, — COIJIACHO MofyiakHy/1 JIExa, Bcé emmé
TSDKEJIO Oblia. — TbI MHe BCE-TaKi OOBSICHH, UTO 3TO 3a MecTo? 1 Tak M He ITOHSIIL.

Ero Myunso moO0onbITCTBO, 2 MOXET, OH MPOCTO OOSIJICSI CHOBA OCTaThCSl OIMH CPEAU TUTaHT-
CKHX JIepEBbEB.

— Hy kak Tl He MoHKMMaelb? — OTYassHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa CuJaiica.

— Huyero ve nonnmaro. Yro takoe BosmeOHbIi ec?

— Hy, Bommie6nbIit siec. .. Bee 3HatoT, uTo BommeOHbIl Tec — 3TO Ha3BaHWe 30HbI KAPAHTHHA.

Cunaiica nocmorpesna Ha JIEXy cTpajanbyeckuM B3MJISIOM U BIPYT CO BCEH CTPACThIO CTajia
OIPaB/IBIBATHCS:

— 41 He npectynHuUIa, Tl He aymai! {1 u3 ontumucros. He Bepuiis?

Omna paccTponsiach, 3aMETUB HEJJOYMEHHE B €T0 IJ1a3ax.

— Tenepp He BoIKynuib? He Boikynuib? {1 sxe He npectynHua!

JIéxa nmouecan HoOC.

— Jla 'y MeHs JIeHer HeT, — CMYILAsCh, CKa3asl OH.

Cunaiica 3axJionana BlaXHbIMU PECHULIAMHU.

— XKasb... OueHsb xajb.

Omna 3aMoiTyaja ¥ IOHYpO CMOTpesia KyJa-To BJAJIb.

— JlagHo, noiiny . [To Betkam. [Tpormaii, Anekceit! Criaci6o teGe.

— 3rt0 Tebe cracu6o. Mue-1o0 32 4to?

— 3a T0, uTO Teneps s Oyny cyacTmBasi. — OHa MWIO ybIOHYTach. — Y Hac Ha JIMHrope
€CTh MOBEPbE: KTO BCTPETHUT HACTOSIIIETO MYKUMHY, OyaeT cuactiuBoi. [myno, na? Ho s yxe cuact-
JMBasi ¥ Bceraa Oyay BCIIOMUHATH TeOsl. A Thl MEHS BCTIOMHUHAW. XOYelllb, 51 OCTaBJI0 TeOe Ha MaMsITh
Me/1aIboH?

Omna o6paoBaiach BOHUKIIEH Hee, CHsIa C IIeH IeTI0YKY C IMOJABECKOH, MpoTsaHyaa JIéxe.

— Jla 3aueM 3710 Ha/10? — oTMaxHyJIcs JIéxa.
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Ho Cunaiica cama noBecuia Me1ajibOH €My Ha IIel0.

JIéxa BcrioMHWMII, 4TO oOemian ei neyatky. OH HEXOTs CHsUI MepCTeHb, MPOTSHYJ JIEBYIIKE,
cTapasich 3anMIylIUTh B ce0e HEBOJILHO BOZHUKINIEE HEMPUSITHOE YyBCTBO CokaieHusl. [leyaTka Oblia
TMIOJIAPKOM Jpy3el Ha JieHb poxkaeHus1. [1o BHyTpeHHel MOBEPXHOCTH MEPCTHS 1IUIa TPaBUPOBAHHAS
HAJIUCh, Kak y napst ComomMoHa, Ho ¢ ormmOkon. Hammuck Ha ero mevatke miacuia: «M ata mpodaérs.
['paBUPOBIIMK-MUTPAHT BMECTO CJIOBA «3TO» HAITUCAT «3Ta», MOITOMY IOJ CIIOBOM «3Ta» Terepb
TMOJIpa3yMeBaiach JKEHIMHA.

Cunaiica Hajiena iepcTeHb Ha OOJIBINON TaJIel] JICBOM PYKH U ToresioBaia ero. Yepes MUHyTY
OHa yXe CTOsJIa Ha BETKE IPaoHa.

— Ipomaii, Anekceil! — KpUKHYJIa OHAa CBEPXY U C CEPbE3HBIM BUOM TOP;KECTBEHHO M3pPEKJIa:
— ¢l mepenam nepcTeHb TBOEMY ChIHY, KOT/Ia OH BhIpacTeT. 1 Ha30BY ero TBOMM MMEHeM, AJIeKce.
OH OyzeT Tak1M ke KPaCUBBIM M CMEJIbIM, KaK THI.

— Kakomy chIHY? — CKpUBUBIIKCH, HeIOyMEHHO Tporieaut JIExa ckBo3b 3yosl. — He pazo-
yapoBbIBail MeHs1, CuJtaiica.

— To1 gymaernb, Oyaet 1eBouKka?

Cuaiica MeIJIEHHO OTCTYTasla 10 BETKE M HaKOHell ObICTPO Mobekasa, Mepenphirupasi, Kak
Mayru, ¢ 1McTa Ha JIMCT, C BETKY Ha BETKY M Kpryia Ha XOJy:

— ¢1 Touno 3Ha10: Oyaet Manbumk! U s ero HUKOMY He oTiam!

— MaJpb4uK-c-aIbyuuK. .. — CO B3/10X0M OypKHYJ el Bcien JIéxa. — KHuxku Hajo yuTars,
Cunaiica.

W Bcé-takm Jléxa paccrpowsics, koraa oHa yiuia. OH efie cAepKUBAJICS, YTOOBI He OKJIMKHYTh
neBywKy. OH yxke onpaB/iblBajl BCE CTPAHHOCTY HOBOM 3HAKOMOM, (paHTa3upys, UTO OHa JiecHas pest
1 4TO OH Bc€ HempaBuiIbHO NoHsUL. [Tocne yxona Cunaiice JIExa HeOKUAaHHO [1sI ceOst TOUyBCTBOBA
B JIyllle TaKylo JISAEHSIIYIO IyCTOTY, YTO XOTEJOCh B3BbITh. OH BTATMBAI HOCOM BO3/yX, BCE eIé
HaNOEHHBIN 3amaxoM caHgayia. Ho Tak maxJiv JMCTOYKH JUKOU ITUIEU.

— Jlyumie ObI K JOpOTre BBIBEJA. .. — 3ar03/aJ10 U KaK-TO BSIJIO IPOMSIMITIIT OH, Koraa Cuaiica
y’ke CKpbUIach B (DaHTACTHUECKUX 3aPOCIISIX.
«Yrto co mHOM cerogasa?» — OH Bc€ emé cMotpen el Beien. — «[lomuaca oOmieHws1, OquH

TIOLIeNTy !, M3MATBIBAIOIIHMIA JIBYXUacCOBOU Oer — 1 Oy/ATO AyIly BhIBEPHY/IM Hau3HaHKY. Kpacusas,
3apasa, mpsaMo Kpbliry cHecsio! Ho Bcé-Taku miynast u HeajeKBaTHas».

OH MOAKUHYJI 3TY JIOKKY JIErTs, YTOOB! YCIIOKOWThH BO3HUKIIIEE B IyIIE BOJIHYIOIIEe TOMJICHHE.
U xoTs1 HeckobKO pa3 ckazan cede: «M aTa mponaeT», memsiiee YyBCTBO B TPy HE OTITYCKAJIO.

JIéxa B3rIsHYJ HA amyJieT, mofapeHHbii Culaiicoii: Ha MaCCMBHOM 30JI0TOM OBaJie ObLIO OTYe-
KaHeHO M3o0pakeHue apakoHa. Hamo ke, coBnagenue: y JIEXu Ha TIpaBOil pyKe BBIIIE JIOKTS OblTa
TaTyMPOBKA MOXOKETO JPaKOHa.

[Tapens Bc€ emi€ Haaescs, 4To AEBYIIKA BEPHETCS, a KOI/IA MOHAJ, YTO OHA HE BEPHETCH, MPO-
JOJDKWII TIYTh B YKa3aHHOM HarpaslieHuH. JJOBOBHO OBICTPO Jiec 3aKoHumIIcs, U JIExa — mu3mMoTaH-
HBI, OIYCTOIIEHHBIN U TOJIOHBIA — YTKHYJICS JIOOM B IBYXMETPOBBIN TUIETEHBIN 3a00p. Yepes mmienu
MOHO OBLIO YBHUJIETh CEPYI0 TPYHTOBYIO IOPOTY, 32 KOTOPOU MPOCTHPATIOCh OECKOHEUHOE 3eJIEHOe
ToJe.

JIéxa oTomén Ha HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB Hazal, pa30Oekaycs W, Kak MapKypIIyK, [IOMOras HOraMHu,
BBITSIHYJI ceOs1 HA CHJTBHBIX pyKax HaBepX. JIOBKO IiepeMaxHyB yepe3 3a00p, OH OUYTHJICS Ha IMBLTHHON
Jopore.
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I'nasa 2. ILlien

Hopora! Kakoe cuactbe, 4to ectb goporu! JIéxa BocnpsiHyII AyXOM: 0pora 00s13aTesbHO MpH-
BEZIET K JII0IAM. 1 ie ecTb JOporu, Tam ecTb XKU3Hb U [IMBUIM3ALIMSL.

W peiictBUTENBHO, Yepe3 Mapy MUHYT BIAJIM MOKA3aJiCs YeJIOBEK, €XaBLIMI Ha HEOOBIYHOM
rpOMO3JKOM 6esloM Bestocuriesie. Bosbloi JBYXKONIECHBIN BEJIOCUIIE], 110 KOHCTPYKLIMM HAITIOMUHAJ
AETCKUN — C JONOJHUTEIbHBIMU OOKOBBIMU Kosécukamu. Korna Benocuneauct nogbexan Onuxe,
CTaJIO SICHO, YTO 3TO JEBOYKA JIET IIATHAALIATH.

Pudnénbie Konéca ocTaBiasAaM Ha MBUIBHOM JOpPOre Cle] U3 TPEX IOJOCOK: MOCepeIuHe —
LIMPOKUM, y30pUaThlid, a IO CTOPOHAM — JIBE TOHKHUE. 3a CIIMHON Y IEBOYKHU BUCEJIO KOPOTKOE BECIIO,
a Ha IPaBOM pPyKE CBEpKaJla TaTyUPOBKA B BUJE (PAHTa3MIHOTO LIBETKA — sIpKas, KaK KapTHHKA B
ITITHLIEBOM 5Ky PHAJIE.

«Kpyras Tary-texHomnorus», — mnpo ceds ormetui JIéxa.

JleBouKa OCTaHOBWJIACh OKOJIO MapHsS U CTaJla COBEPIIATh CTPAHHbIE JEWCTBUSA: COTHYB INIEpeN
coOO¥ JIEBYIO PYKY C HIMPOKMM METAJUIMYECKUM OpacjieToM, OHa BOAMJIA TI0 HEMY MaJIbLIeM APYroi
pyKH, OyATO Ha)KMMasa KHOMKHU. VI3 Gpaciera BHIIBUHYJICS CTEpKEHb M Pa3BEPHYJICS B IPO3PAYHYIO
IUIACTHHY, HA KOTOPOM BAPYT NOSBUIIOCh N300pakeHUe OKPY KaIOIIero JaHamadra.

JIéxa no3noposasics U, HaEACh YCIBIILATh BHATHBIM OTBET, CIIPOCHIL:

— Kak nob6parbcs g0 ropona?

OH 6bU1 pajt 106paThes 10 JIIOOOr0 HACENEHHOTO MyHKTA.

— Yero? — He noHs1a aeBovka. OHa Bc€ emé Oblia 3aHsATa OpPacIeToM.

— Jlo Gnmxkaiiiero ropoga aajeko orciona?

— Jlo ropona HejajaeKko, — HAKOHELl OTBETWJIA JIEBOYKA, CKAaHMpYs B3IVIAAOM JIEXy cBepxy
JOHU3Y. — XOuvelllb, oABe3y?

— Xouy, — cpa3y corJIachiIcs U3MYy4YeHHbII J0aruM 6erom Jléxa. — A BoAWYKH y TeOs, CITy-
YaiiHO, He HaleTCs?

JleBouka npotsHyna uAry.

— TakBousa! — ropno ckazana oHa. — Tpu I710TKa pa3peluan cAesarh.

HasBanue «TakBOiisi» JIExe HU 0 UEM He TOBOPUJIO, HO OH, HE pa3/iyMbIBasi, XJICOHYI U3 (IIsTH.
KugkocTs HEXHO MpOLUIA N0 TOpJly W yAMBUJIA JOJITMM IPUATHBIM INOCIeBKycueM. JIExa yecTHO
caesai Tpy OOJIbIIMX IJIOTKA M BEpHYJ (piiAry aeBouke. To i Grarogapst HaUTKY, TO JIM MO KaKOM-
TO JPYyTOy TPAUYMHE NTAPEHb IOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUJIMB CUJI M Cpa3y ke MPEJIOKIII CaM KPYTUTb ITEAAIIH.
JleBouka C ya0BOJIBCTBUEM COIVIACHIIACK.

Tak oHM ¥ NpoOJOIKNUIM IyTh: JIEXa BEN BEJIOCUIIEN, a IEBOYKA CUJIENA BIEPEIN Ha IIMPOKOU
pame. OHa BCcE BpeMsl HOPOBUWJIA NTOBEPHYTHCSA, IOCMOTPETh HA BOIUTEINSA, U IIPU ITOM BECIIO 3a €€
crniuHOM yaapsuto JIExy no ronose. JKECTKUE NEPEBAHHBIE KOJIECA KPYTUIMCh TYIO, BEJIOCUIIE], MOAI-
NPBITMBAJT Ha KQXK/I0M HEPOBHOCTH, OOKOBBIE KOJIECA MeIaI HaOUpaTh cKkopocTh. K Tomy ke mocie
AECSATU MUHYT MOE3/IKM Ha y3KOM TBEPIOM cezJie JIExa mouyBCTBOBAJ CUJIbHBINA JUCKOMpOPT B 001a-
CTU IIPOMEKHOCTH.

— I'ne ThI HapbLIA TaKOM JONOTOINHBIN JepeBocunes;? — cKBO3b 3yObl cripocui JIExa.

— 310 npadabynIKUH, — 3BOHKO OTBeTW/IA JeBouka. — OH M3 JepeBa rpaoHa BBITOYEH,
nostomy BeuHblit. [Ipazgen mis npadadymku ero cienan enié Bo BpeMeHa Bemmkoro [lepenéra. A
Teneps 5 Ha HEM e3xy. OH He JlomaeTcs ¥ He TpedyeT sHeprodyiokos. Y Gypenrmam oH He 110 3yOaM.

«Yro 3a TapabapimHy oHa Hec€T?» — noxymai JIExa, HO BCIyX CKa3all TOJBKO:

— Ilpanen TBOM Opynue MBITOK cMacTepwil. Yero ke oH aMopTu3aTropsl He caenan? Jlaneko
elé exarb?

— Jla BOH yXke ropoji, — ckaszajla JIeBOUYKa, yKa3blBasi pyKOU Ha BETXHE CTPOEHUS B TOJIE.
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— Tol HUYero He nytaens? — Hactopoxuics JIéxa. — Kakoit xe 31o ropon? 910 gaxe He
nepeBHs1. Kakoii-To pasBas-0azap ¢ majaTKamu.

— 9r0 Hau ropoa Kypryp. Buauiiie, oropoxxeHo — 3Ha4MT, roposi. Mbl TYyT ¢ MaMOil KUBEM.

JleBouka KpyTaHyJia Ha pyKe OpacieT u, ooparasich K KOMy-To, cKa3asa:

— 41 BepHysace. [Iukop He BhiTycKana?

— Her. Pano emié. A ¢ kem Tbi? — pazjajicst NPUSATHBIN )KEHCKUI ToJ0C.

— 4 ¢ myxunHoi. HaBepHnoe.

— IlyTHM1a, — ckasai royoc.

— He xoudens — He Bepb. A xo4ellb — IOCMOTPH, Cama YBUUILb.

JleBouka HarpaBuia pyKy ¢ OpacieTtom Ha AJiekcesl.

— I'ne To1 ero Hanwia, CuiibMa? — yAMBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ ronoc. — W Takoil KpacHuBblIii,
mosonoi. [Ipurnacu B roctu. [lozHakomumcsl.

— Tloiia€ms kK HaM B TOCTU? — CIIPOCKIa JIEBOYKA, HUUYTh HE CMYIIAsiCh TOro, uro JIéxa
CIymaeT pasropop. — TeOs Mama rpuraraer.

[NapeHsb yTBepOUTEILHO KUBHY.I: HAKOHEI-TO MOSIBUTCS BOBMOKHOCTD BBISICHHUTB, ITIe OH OKa-
3asicst. MOXeT, ¥ IepeKyCUTh Oy YHUTCS].

— OcrtaHoBU, OCTAaHOBU! — BPYT UCTOIIHO 3aKpHyasa JIeBOUYKa, Tak yTo JIéxa maxke B3apor-
HyJ1. — MHe Hazo.

Omna cockoumia ¢ pambl U, OTOeKaB Ha Mapy 1IaroB B CTOPOHY, MPUCESIa y I0OPOTH.

JIéxa B II0Ke OTBEPHYJICS OT HETIPUTIISITHOM CIICHBI: IEBOYKA-TO HE MaJIeHbKasl, TOYTH HEBECTa,
ropa Obl cOOOpakaTh, YTO MOKHO BHITBOPATH, & UTO — Oe300pa3ue. Vin OHU B 3TOM MECTHOCTH BCe
¢ npuBetoM? EmMy cpa3y pacxoresioch UATU K HEH B TOCTH.

— JlagHo, Cunbma, ciacu6o, uto nopopocuia. Hanbie s cam noitay. Kyna sta nopora Benér?

— Tax Tl He 3aiENB? — Pa30vYapOBAHHO MPOTSHYJA JEBOYKA, HTHOPUPYSI BOIIPOC.

OHa npuHsIa y HEro TPEXKOJIECHOE Uy/uIIe, HO MOIILIA MEIIKOM, BE/lsl BEJIOCUIIE, PSAAOM.

— A 4t0 51 Mame ckaxy?

— Ckaxwu, uro a4 toponuics. Kyna gopora Beaér? — nosropui JIéxa.

— Jla Ha KapaHTUH, B BommeOHBbIH Jilec, — CKOporoBopkoi oreetriia CruiibMa ¥ HeJIOBOJIBHO
3aHblTa: — I Mame oOemasia, uyto npuseny Teos. [loiném k Ham! Tloiaém!

— Yro y Bac 3a KapaHTUH? — pelIl yTOYHUTb JIEXxa Ha BCAKUI ci1yydai.

— CwMeriHbie BOMPOCHI 33/1aé111b, — 3acMesiiack CuiibMa U cripocuia: — Tbl mior?

— Her, He muior. Tl Ha BONPOCH yMeeIib oTBedaTh? f Te0s mpo KapaHTHUH CITPOCHIL.

— A k1o THI TOorAa? Y te0s smO1eMa Ha crivHe. 3asiil B IjIeMe.

— 3asi nuiIoT, a 1 — HeT. YTo TyT y Bac BooOie TBoputcsi? HUKTO TOJIKOM HUYEro cka3arb
He MoxerT. [Taptuzansl. Bee HecyT kakoi-To Opes1. BoT Tl B Kakoi cTpaHe KUBEIIb?

JleBouka MpoMmycTrIa O4epeIHOM BOITPOC MUMO YIIIEH U Mepecrpocua:

— A Ttorna Tbl KTO?

— bapmaueii B ManTo! Thl MOXeIIb MHE YETKO CKa3aTb, B KAKOW CTPAHE KUBEILID?

— Jlunropa, 6y1To He 3Haelllb.

— I'ne »ta Bama Jlunropa? — Bckunen JIéxa.

— Ha JIunrope, ectecTBeHHO.

— A Jlunropa rae?

— Bot oHa, — J1eBOUKa c/esaa MUPOKHid )KeCT pyKaMHy M TOTIHYJA, — Haiia mooumasi JInH-
ropa. ['ynsierib 6e3 opy:kusi, MOITOMY TaKOH B30YIOpaXeHHBIN ?

— 4 e rynso. Jopory uimy B [Tutep. [Tomorna Obr. . .

— HNmems gopory? — XUXHMKHYJa JieBouKa. — Tak mo jgopore gajieko He yuaemb. Hamo
nerets. ['ne TBO¥ KopaOnb? B [NMutepe? Mama tebe momoxeT, y He€ ecTh (hopcMoOmin. [oiaém k
HaM, — HacTanBaja oHa. — BOH MO JJOM ¢ KpacHOM Kphillield. Y MeHs1 Mama KpacuBasi. Tebe moHpa-
Burcs. U cecrpa cerogns npuener. [la u g uHTepecHas.
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— M-pga, — npombiuan Jléxa B OJTHOM HEAOYMEHUU U CTPOro mpukazan: — Mau nomoit k
Mame. KHrkky nounrai.

U meicnenHo nodasui: «Jlypa».

— Cawm nypak! — obuaenach qeBovKa, Oy/ATO I0raaiach MO BHIPAXEHUIO €ro JIIa, U OOJIbIIe
He MTPOPOHMUJIA HU CJIOBA.

Omna pa3zouapoBaHHO MOPIIMJIA HOCHK U Opocaiia Ha JIEXy Kochle B3TJISIIBL.

Onu nogonum K 3a60py. Boporta camu OTKpbUTHCH TIpH UX TpUOIMKeHud, 1 JIExa ¢ 1eBOUKoit
BOIIUIM B TOPO/I.

Kypryp npocmarpuBascst oT Kpas 10 Kpasi.

«Hy u ropon», — nogyman JI€xa, okuabiBast HEJOYMEHHBIM B3IJISIZIOM BETXHE JIOMUIIIKH.

Heckombko JecATKOB OJHOITAXKHBIX CApaIoOIeK M3 BETOK, JOCOK U KAKOT0-TO TEMHOTO BOJIOK-
HHCTOTO XJIaMa CTOSUIM TI0 OKPYKHOCTH HEpOBHBIMU psiiamu. CBepxXy IocesieHre HAlIOMUHAJO Obl,
HABEPHOE, MUIIIEHb WM CPE3 THWIOTO MHSA: KPYT 3a KPYIoM, BCE TECHEE K KpasM, BCE KpuBee, BCE
MpayHee.

B uienTpe Bblensics IByX3TaXHbIA JOMUK C KPACHOM KPbIIlIe — KPUBEHbKUH, TIEPEKOIIIEH-
HBII, Oy/ITO ero He CTPOMIIH, a JISNIMJIHM HacTieX 13 ruiacTuiiHa. KpacHas Kpblia Ka3anach 3/1ech OUTH
HETIPUJIMYHO SIPKOM, KaK CBEXasl paHa Ha cepoil koxke. Bokpyr qomuka ObLT OTIEeIbHBIN ABOP, OOHE-
CEHHBIN emE OMHUM 3a00PYMKOM — HU3KUM, IepOAThIM, HO SIBHO BaKHbIM. Cpasy ObLIO OHSATHO:
KTO-TO 3IeCh CUUTAIT ceOs TTIAaBHBIM.

Uem nasipllie OT HEHTpa CTOSUIM JIOMA, TeM TUIOTHEE OHU JKaJMCh Opyr K apyry. Capalomku
HABUCAJIM HAaJ| y3KUMH MPOXOJAaMHU, HETUISUIMCh CTEHAMH, TOAITUPAIN COCe/lell KPUBBIMU OaJIKaMH,
OynTo OOSTHCH PacloN3TUCh B CTOPOHBL. MecTaMu Mekly HUIMHU OCTaBaJIMCh TaKue IIenu, uTto JIExe
MPUIILIOCH OB UATH OOKOM.

Vouky, eciam 3T0 BOOOIIe MOXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh YJIOYKAMHU, TSHYJIUCh K HEHTPY TOHKHUMHU
cepbiMU KWJaMu. Takoe BIeYaTJeHHe CO3[aBaja MYyTHOBaTas Mpo3payHasi TUIEHKA, HATSHYyTas
NoBepx Ips3u U mersl. [log Horamu oHa 4yTh MPYKHUHMIA U TOONECKUBANA, KaK MOICOXINAS CITU3b.
JIéxa HeBOJIbHO MOgyMall, YTO BECh FOPOJ 3aTSHYT KAKOH-TO OrPOMHOM My TUHOM.

[TaxJio Be31e OIMHAKOBO: CHIPOW HECBEXKEN JAPEBECUHOM, TUIECEHBIO, CTOSITION BOJIOM U YEM-TO
KUBOTHBIM. Bo3Jie HEKOTOPBIX CTpoeHMid 3anax crymmaics. OH 3a0uBascs B HOC, Ipaj TOpIIO.

I'ne-To 3a cTeHamu capaeB KTO-TO NMOBU3TMBaJL. B 1pyrom mMecre pasmaBasoch rityxoe (bipka-
HbE, TOTOM KOPOTKOE 3710€ pbluanue. M3 mesneit JOHOCHIIOCH 1Ty pIIaHue, TSKENOe JbIXaHue, CKPEKEeT
KOT'Tell Wi 3yOOB TIO JIEPEBY.

JI€xa Hacropoxuics.

T NMOBU3TMBAHUS U HU3KOE TOPJIOBOE PhIYaHUE OH YKe CJIBIIIAJ, KOT/A MPSITAJICS BMECTE C
Cunaiicoii Ha iepeBe.

OT BOCTIOMHHAHHMS T10 CTTMHE TIOTOJ3 XOJIOAOK.

— OTMYHBINA TOPOIOK, — MPOOOPMOTa OH. — [IpsiM KypopT J17151 HEPBHOM CUCTEMBI.

Ho mytka momyumnack cinadasi.

UYro-To 31eCch ObTO He Tak. CIUIIKOM TeCHO U chipo. TomHoTBOpHbIe 3anaxu. [yraomiye 3ByKku
3a TOHKMMU HEHAAEKHBIMU cTeHaMu. U xxuteiell He BUIHO.

— A 1ie Bee moau? — 3abecniokomics JIExa, orisapBas MyCTBHIHHbBIC YIOUKH.

— Paboratot, — cyxo oTBeTMIIa IeBOYKA U, BCKOUMB Ha BEJIOCHUIIE, HE MPOINAsCh, TIOKATHIIA
1o OYTpHCTOM IOPOKKE K JIOMY.

&k

JIéxa ornsiyiernics, pa3ayMbIBasi, B Kakou Obl JIOM NOCTy4aThes. Ero BHUMaHue MpUBJIeKIia po30-
Basl BbIBECKA Ha KpBIIIE JJIMHHOTO CEPOro OJHOITAKHOTO Oapaka, KoTopas yTBepKAaia, 4To 3Ta
pa3Baioxa ¢ Ha3BaHUEM MECTHOTO AepeBa «['paoH» siByisieTcs IIEHTPOM pasBiieueHuid. JIéxa pemm
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3arIsIHYTh B 9TO 3aBelleHre. BO3MOXKHO, TaM MOITyYUTCs IEPEKYCUTh, OTAOXHYTh U BBIBEATh XOTh
Kakylo-HHOyb Toie3Hyo nHdpopmaimio. M3 3apenieyeHHbIX OKOH 0apaka JIOHOCHJIACh MpPUsTHAS
My3bIKa.

OH BOMIEN BHYTPb, MPOMIET Yyepe3 HeOOJBIIYIO PUXOKYI0 M OCTAHOBHIJICS Y BXOZA B 34l

Pasprnekanuce B «I paoHe» B 3TOT Yac UCKITIOUUTEILHO MOJIOZIbIE XKEHITMHBI. VX OBUIO YenoBek
BOCEMb. B CBETVIOM IMHHOM MOMEIIEHUH BJIOJIb CTEH CTOSUIO HECKOJIBKO KBAJPAaTHBIX CTOIMKOB CO
CTYJIBSIMH, 2 B LIEHTPE 3aJ1a, BOKPYT HEOOJBIIOTO MOIUIOro (pOHTAaHUMKA C W3BASHUEM [IBYX BITIOO-
JIEHHBIX, TECHUJIUCh AUBAaHUYMKH JIMMOHHOTO 11BeTa. Vrpain nackobiii Om03. OT cmexa v roBopa Obu1o
JOBOJIHO IIYMHO.

Ho ciyxa JoHeca0Cch HECKOJIBKO (ppas:

— Ckopo npuseTaror.

— A kT0?

— He 3naemb, AjkeH NpuIeTuT?

— Her.

— Kak o0brunHo, [I¥imaH?

— Kanp, JvimaH cpasy k Kapué ornpaBurcs.

— A C HUM KTO eIll¢ — He 3Haelllb?

3TO rOBOPWIIM B OJHOM KoMmaHuu. Jlpyrue, cOMBIIUCH B KYYKYy, YTO-TO PacCMaTpUBaIM Ha
9KpaHe IUIaHILeTa:

— 9ro Xy o buk. Kakoii crunbhblil! OH ckopo npunetut B CaHT/M, 1Ba KOHLEpPTA JacT.
Bort 61 momacthb Tyna!

— Her, on He 11 poBo# 1 He KHOOPT, OH peasbHbIi!

Henaneko ot BXona, Ha pa3prCOBAaHHOM y30paMu TyMOe, B OTPOMHOM KJIETKE KavyaJicsi Ha KEp-
J04YKe (PUONETOBBIN MOMYTail ¢ KEATHIM X0X0JIKOM. OH MOJTYa NEPEMUHAJICS C HOTY Ha HOT'Y, HO, Kak
TOJIBKO 3ameTuI1 JIEXy, BCKMHYJI XOXOJIOK, CBEPKHYJI IJIA30M U C PaIoOCTHOM MHTOHAIMEN HECKOJIBKO
Pa3 BBIKPUKHYJT:

— JleB4yonku, muiot! [Tunor npummeén!

[ToTOM TOMHO B3HOXHYJI:

— AX, 3TO KO MHE...

JIéxa HeBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICS 3a0aBHOM CIICHKE.

TyT e roBop 1 cMeX B 3aJ1€ CMOJIKJIU, MY3bIKY KTO-TO BBIKJIIOUMJI. TOJIBKO MOIyTai MpoaosiKa
KpH4aTh Ha BCE JIA/IbL:

— Moii nunot npumen! Mo nutor!

Bce Gapbiiay ycraBuimch Ha JIEXY ¢ yAMBIEHHBIM JTIOOOIBITCTBOM U OKUIAHUEM.

— HoBeHnpkuii! — ycipliman oH HIENoT.

B rmazax kax1od AEBYIIKHM BCIIBIXHYJIM JKUBbIE MUCKOPKM HECKPHIBAEMOW paJlOCTU. YIIBIOKH
3aurpajy B SIMOYKAxX Ha IIeKax, B MOPUIMHKaX y ra3. JIéxa mpomeén B 3ai. JleByniku cpasy oOcTy-
MIVJTH TIApHS.

B pa3pe3ax ux miatbeB U3 TKaHU rpyOOro rieTeHus, 0e3 IIBOB U C 3aBSI3KaMH BMECTO ITyTOBHII,
Oenenu siApEHBIe OOKA W TPyar coOnasHUTeNbHBIX (hopM. Henb3st ObUTO Ha3BaTh AEBYIIEK KpacaBU-
[[aMH, HO B KaXJI0M ObLIO HEUTO TaKOE, YTO MPHUBJIEKAET ropasao Oosibile, yeM Oe3ynpedHasi Kpacora:
3/10pOBasi MOJIOAOCTh, IPUPOHAs CEKCyaslbHAasl UCKPEHHOCTb, IPaHUYAIlasl C paciylieHHOCTbI0. OT
HUX BEsJIO CPEIHEBEKOBOM MPOCTOTON U MPSMOIYIIKEM.

— Kakoii Mmauo! — ckazasna oHa U3 HUX, IPUJBUTAs] K TIAPHIO CBOM MPEJIeCTH.

— MornoaeHbk1ii, BKYCHEHbKUI! — cKazasa apyras.

— V MeHs 1axe cepiiie BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCh TIPU BUE TeOsl, — 100aBUIIA TPEThSI.

JIéxe crano He mo ceOe: OH He MPUBBIK K TaKOMYy OeCliepeMOHHOMY OOpAIeHUI0 U CTOJNb
HECKPbIBa€MBbIM MOMBIC/IaM. [TapeHb, KOHEUHO, 3HaJ1, YTO HPaBUTCS KEHIIMHAM, U C IEBYOHKAMU BEI
ceOs1 TIOBOJILHO pa3Bs3HO. JIExa MOHMMA, YTO XOPOI COOOM: BHICOKHIA, CIIOPTUBHBIN, ¢ O1aropoj-
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HBIMH Y€pTaMU JIUIIA, «[OPOJUCTHIN», Kak roBopria FOmbka. [Ipu 3ToM OH cuuTan cedst OueHb Jaxe
yMHBIM. B 001ieHun ¢ ieByIkamMmu MOr MpOsIBJISITh M CHUCXOAUTEIBHYIO TIOKOPHOCTD, M IEP30CTh, U
Onaropy1e — KOHEYHO, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT CUTYalluH. [JeBUOHKU B MHCTUTYTE He OCTaBisua JIEXy
0e3 BHUMaHU, 2 OH HUKOI/IA He XKaJlel JIACKU ¥ IOTOM JIOJrO OTOMBAJICS OT MOKJIOHHMIT C OOMaHy-
THIMM HA/IeKJAMU.

OpnHako ceityac emy ObUTO He 10 upTa. DTU AAPEHBIE AeBUIHI ero myraau. OH caMm He MOHU-
MaJl, YTO UMEHHO HACTOPOKMUIIO, HO IO OTBITY 3HAJ: pa3yM TaKMX CaMOYeK, He 00peMEeHEHHBIX MHTEJI-
JIEKTOM ¥ 3TUYECKUMH HOPMaMH, 03a00UYeH TOJIBKO ABYMsI IPOOJIeMaMK — IMPONUTAHUEM U TOUCKOM
MapTHEPA U1 CIIAPUBAHHUS.

JIExa moragasics, 4To 3a11€n B COMHUTENIbHOE 3aBeieHUE. [IeBUIIbI TSHYJIM K HEMY PYKH, TOrJIa-
JKHBAJIM CO BceX CTOpoH. K TakoMy MoBOpoTy cOOBITHI MapeHb He ObLI TOTOB U OBICTPO COOOpaxkal,
YTO MPEIIPUHSATS.

— MHe Ha/10 TO3BOHUTh, — CKa3aJl OH, yBOPAYMBAsICh OT HA30MJIMBBIX PYK.

AKKypaTHO 0OOPOHSISICh U TIBITASICH CITPATATHCS 32 CTOJIMKOM Y CTEHBI, OH UCKaJI IJla3aMu 0pu-
1uaHTa. Beib eciiu ecTh CTOJBI, TO JIOJDKEH ObITh O(UIMAHT WJIM, HA XYJOH KOHEIl, MpoaaBer, —
pe3oHHO npeanonoxui JIexa. Ho HMKoro noxoxero Ha ouraHTa He YBUEI.

— JleBYOHKH, AaiiTe KTO-HUOY/Ib TTO3BOHUTD, — €IIIE pa3 MOMPOCKJI OH HEe OTXOAMBIIMX OT HETO
OapblllieHb U B OMpaBiaHue 100aBuI: — MOOUIBHUK C/IOX ITOCTIe BOTHBIX TPOLIEAYP.

Cpasy HECKONBKO PYK MPOTSHY/IM eMy OpaclieTsl, a Ha KaXI0W pyKe Meplaia repevBalola-
sicst TaTyMpoBKa. Y JIEXu mepexBaTuiio JpIXxaHue: OH ObLT Ha TPaHH CPhIBA — CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO HETo-
HATHOTO. YTO-TO CTpaHHOE npoucxonut. HeoObscHuMOE. . .

— Kakoe cerogust yncino? — Ha BCSAKUH CTy4yail CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Copok IATHIA JEHb BECHBI, TPUCTA OAMHHAIIATBIN I'OJ] TPETHETO THICSYENIETHS, — OTBETHIA
durypucrast OproHeTKa.

«[Ipurutbuim — s B Oyaymiem», — B3aporuya Jléxa.

OH nomopimiIcs, TpUIIagul BOJIOChl PaCKpPbITOM JIaJJOHBIO, IOUECAJl 3aTbUIOK U BAPYT MOHU-
Maore ycMexHyncs. Benb roHut, mBadpa, M3eBaeTcs, — CMEKHYJ OH M, CTapasich COXPaHUTh
BBIJIEPXKKY, HE BCTYyMasi B TUCKYCCUIO, OPOCHIT HEOPEKHO:

— Mo INutepa paneko orcioga? Mue HyxHo B [Tutep.

Ho ronoc ero BHe3armHO MOTEPsiT 3BOHKOCTD, 3aXpured, a Ha cioBe «[lutep» Jléxa BooOie
3aKalUIsSIICS.

Bce neBymiku pa3zoM 3acyeTHIIMCh, CTANIU IIepedrpaTh HA3BaHUSI HE3HAKOMBIX TOPOJIOB, BEPTETh
IIecTepEHKM Ha cCBouX Opacierax. JIéxa ¢ ynuBiieHreM HaOMoIal, KaK Y KakI0i Ha pyKe U3 MacCHB-
HOro 0OpyYa BBIABUTAJICS M Pa3BOPAYMBAIICS MAJICHbKUI SKPAHYMK, TIOICBEYECHHBIN 3€IEHOBATHIM
ceetoM. Ha mucruiesix MenbKaiaM pa3HOLIBETHbIE KAPTUHKM, a HEKOTOPbIe COOOIIEHHsT BOOOIIIE OT/e-
JISTUCH OT YCTPOWCTBA U BUCENU TIepe]] IEBYIIIKAMU B BO3/yXeE.

«PaHTacMaropusi, — BCIUIBUIO B TOJIOBE CJIOBO, HUKOTJA HE yroTpedisieMoe uM paHee. — 1
B Oynymiem. ®antacmaropusi!»

OpnHa U3 [IeBYyIIEK, C CEpPbrol B BU/IE KPACHOW PAKEThI, HAlllIa HA CBOEM YCTPOMCTBE Ha3BaHUE
ropona ITurspa.

— Ho Ilurapa Ha TBOEM IlOpKyce, — paiocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa. — A TbI Ha JIuHrope. Ha
JIunrope Het IIuTaphl.

— Kakas, Hadur, [Turapa?! — nouru Bexmnunuyi JIéxa.

[o criune mpoOeskana APoxKb, KaK OYATO €ro MPOH3UIIO MEKTPHUECKIM TOKOM.

— Ha Ilopkyce, Ha Jlunrope... [Tutapa... Ommzers! Mue Hyxen Cankr-IlerepOypr. ['opon
Takom ectb, Ha Hege... B Poccun. .. Mim mul He B Poccnn?

JIeByILLIKM pacTepsInch, COKPYIIEHHO PA3BOAWIN PYKAMU.

— MB&I He 3HaeMm, 4eM Tebe MoMOoYb, — UCKPEHHE OropYniIach (purypucrasi OpioHeTKa. — Mbl
He B Poccun. Mol Ha Jlunrope. 31ech HET TakOro ropoja.
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— He B Poccun, a rae? — uyTh He miakan JIéxa.

Pyku ero xoauam XomyHoM, B TO BpeMsI KaK IUIEUH, [Iest ¥ TOJIOBA CJIOBHO OLIETICHEIIH.

— Ha Jlunrope! Cmentnoii kakoii! Thl e nipusieten Ha JIMHropy, — Harnepe©oi 3aBeperai
J€BUIIBL.

— Ho BB ke no-pyccku roBopute! — yixke nouru kpuyan Jléxa.

— A 49TO Takoe TOBOPUTH MO-PYCCKHU ? — C MHTEPECOM CITPOCHJIa MaJICHbKas, allleTUTHAS Ky4Je-
psiBasi OJIOH/IMHKA.

— Tl u€, peasibHO HE BTHIKAEIIb? — Pa3IpPaKEHHO PABKHY JIExa.

Emy naske 3axoTesoch yoapuTh OMOHIMHKY 32 TAKOE U3JeBaTEIbCTBO.

— ¢1 He BTHIKAI0, — 0€337100HO OTBeTHIA OMOHIHKA. — KTO-HMOYIHh BTHIKAET?

— MBbI He BThIKaeM, — HEOTPENETHPOBAHHBIM XOPOM TPOTIEIIH AEBHIIBL.

TyT y mapHsi pe3Ko CBeJIO )KUBOT, Kak OyITO BHYTPb IOMECTUIM MOTOK KOJIIOUEH MPOBOJIOKH.
OH 3acronan. Yepe3 HeKoTOpoe BpeMsi O0Jb OTITYCTHIIA, 3aTO TOJIOBA HAYaJIa HAMOMHSITLCS BaTOM,
n300pakeHrne KOMHATHI TIOTUTBUIO — OH BOT-BOT MOT MOTEPSITh CO3HAHUE.

— Bospl. .. naiite MHE BOJIbI, — CIABJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM Mpou3HEC JIExa.

Emy ToT4ac nonanu crakaH ¢ npo3payHoi ;kuAKOCTbI0. OH BBIIWII BCE 10 IHA. «ITO, HABEPHOE,
OT roJIofia TaK MapIIMBO», — noayMai JIExa U monpocus noecTh.

Uepes mapy MUHYT Tiepel HUIM TTOCTaBIJIN OJTIO/IO C Topstuel apiMsineiicst caeaplo. [lon mpu-
CTaJIbHBIM BHMAHHUEM MOJIOIBIX 0COO0 OH HAOPOCHJICS HA ey — M €r0 YyTh He BHITOLITHUJIO MPSIMO
B Tapesiky. BKyc, 3amax v KOHCUCTEHIHs OJTofia OKa3aaich HEOKMIAHHO MEP3KMMHU, CJIOBHO OH B3SLT
B POT BOHIOUYIO CJIM3UCTYIO MTPOTYXIIYI0 KOTIeTy. JIEXa BBIITIOHYT 9Ty rafgoCTh.

DBproHeTKa, He CKpbIBasi JOCAbl M pa304apOBaHMUs], YIUBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— D10 *Ke fifia 3meeHora. [lenukarec. 910 BKyCHO!

JIéxa 3axas poT pyKoi: pBOTHBIN pedieKC He OTITyCKaJl.

— I'me TOMYOK? — HEBHSATHO BBIAABUII OH M OPOCHJICS K YKa3aHHOM JBEpH.

B yO6opHO# BIOJb CTEH CTOSIIM OOYKU: C OMHOM CTOPOHBI — ITYCThIE, C APYTOM — HAIIOTHEHHBIE
BOJIOM. JIEXy BHIBEPHYJIO B IYCTYIO OOUKY.

OH niepeBEN IyX ¥ OKYHYJT pa3ropsYEHHYIO FOJIOBY B O0UKY ¢ BOIOM. J[TMHHBIE BOJIOCHI TOBUCITU
nakJeit. JIExa oTxkan ux, yIép JMIo pyKaBoOM pyOaxu U BEpHYJICS B 3aJ1.

— Huxkorga, ciplmmTe, HUKOTIA HE KOPMHUTE MYKHKOB sIHIIaMH 3MeeHora! — Ha3uaaTeabHO
CKa3aJl napeHb CKOPOHBIM TojiocoM. — CKOJIBKO ¢ MeHs?

JleBylIKH MPUCMUPENH U C COUYBCTBUEM CMOTPEM Ha MOKporo JIExXy.

— Tebe ruioxo? Be3Bath 371-nekaps? — yJacTIMBO CIIPOCKIT KTO-TO U3 HUX.

JIéxa sHepruuHO 3aMOTaJI TOJIOBOM, OCTAJ U3 KapMaHa [UKWHCOB JBE MSATHCOTKU U OPOCHIT Ha
CTOJIMK.

— Y10 3107 — yAMBWIACh JEBYIIIKA C CEPbrON-PaKETOM.

— babro 3a siinia 3MeeHora. VIHOMIaHEeTSHKY, OJIMH! — BBIPBAJIOCh Y HETO.

OH He NOHUMAaJI, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, U 3JIWJICS U3-32 ITOrO.

— Xamio ¢ 6abnomM! — paccepaniach AEBYIIKA B KEITOM IUIaThe, 10 STOTO MOMEHTA MOJTJa-
JMBasi ¥ CAEpKaHHAS.

Ona npeHeOpeKUTENILHO OTIHMXHYJIA MSTHIE KYITIOPbl M CBAPJIMBO CKa3asa:

— 3abepu cBou (panTrku. Ham Oymakky He Hy)Hbl. Ham HyKHBI BlieUaT/IeHUS.

— He nano tak He Hano, — JI€xa crpé0 neHbru 0OpaTHO M HAPABHIICS K BBIXOIY.

— Tbl He TMJIOT? — MPO3BYYAII B CITUHY pa3IpaXalolinuil BOMpOC.

W nomyraii TyT ke BOCTOPKEHHO TOJXBATHIL:

— Tunor! Iuot!

— He-e-et! — He obopaumnBasice, B cepanax B3pesen Jléxa. — He mor s!

— JlagHo, nagHo! He cepanch, — ycipliiai OH IPUMHUPUTENbHBIN Bo3iac. — Ham Bc€ paBHo,
KTO Thl. BbIOMpaii, KOro Xo4emib U CKOJIbKO XOUellb.
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[TnoTHas AeByIIKa BHICOKOTO pocTa nperpanuia emy gopory. Tyt ke Haniepepes el Opocuiiach
OproHeTKa ¢ cepbroil. OHa rpy00 OTTOJIKHY/IA COTIEPHUILY.

— BriGepu MeHs1, — nornpocuiia OpioHeTKka. — MeHs JaBHO HUKTO He BbIOMpasl, — J100aBuIIa
OHa, MPOHUKHOBEHHO s JIEXe B I1a3a v cTapasich BbI3BaTh B HEM COYYBCTBHE.

— OtBsiHb! — KECTKO MpeceK e€ npucraBanus JI€xa, BCE CUIbHEE YYBCTBYS KaKyIO-TO IICH-
XMYECKYIO YCTAIOCTh U HAJIJIOMJIEHHOCTb.

— A 3a4eM ThI Clofia 3amén? — BO3MYIIEHHO HaAy/a TyOKH XpyITKasi IeBYIIKa, TIOXOXKast Ha
Kpacnyio Ilanouky: B KpaCHOM YeIT4MKe | IBIIITHON KPAaCHOM I00Ke.

— 91 ommu6ces. He 3nam, uto 31ech 6opaensb. [Ipormaiite, GapbiiHU.

Emy xotenoch nockopee yoparbest u3 «I'paoHax.

— 310 He 6opaenb! — cBepkHyna rHeBHbIM B3rIsioM KpacHas [lamouka.

JleBHIIBI HEIOBOJILHO 3allIyMeJTH, 3arOPOIMIIN BbIXOM. BproHeTka 0OMkeHHO 0ObsICHUIA!

— B 6opnene po6oThl. VX 3a IeHbIM MPOAAIOT. A Y HAC IIEHTP pa3BjiedeHui. DTO ke MOAapoK.
OT nmogapkoB He OTKa3biBaloTCs. BriOepu Jo0yio, XOTs Obl OfIHY.

[Tonpyxku e€ nopaepxaiu:

— MB&I TeOs1 He OTIYCTUM, TTOKa He BhIOEpeIIb.

JIExe BoBce HE XOTeJI0Ch BCTYNATh B CXBATKY C STUMH CTPAHHBIMH, Ha30MIMBBIMU, HO JAJIEKO
HE XWUJIBIMU JIEBUIIAMU, U OH PEIIU CXUTPUTh.

— JKpebuii 6pochTe: BH BCe KIJIACCHBIE, — TYCKJIBIM FOJIOCOM CKa3asl OH.

W tounbiM aBrkennem copsai ¢ Kpacnoii [llanouku yermuuk, OpOCHiI Ha CTON U TIPUKA3al:

— @DaHThl — B LIAIKY.

JleByIIKY, MOBEPHB B €r0 UCKPEHHOCTh, CTPYAUJINCH Y YelmurKa. B kadecTBe (haHTOB OHU OpO-
cajM B IMIATNOYKy cBoM Opacnersl. Kaxmas xotena ucnbiTaTh ynady. Korma GapbiiHu 0OepHYHCH,
YTOOBI TIPETIOIHECTH MAPHIO MIAINKY ¢ (paHTaMHU, €ro yKe W CJIe/l TPOCTHL.

VIy4uB MOMEHT, OH BBICKOYMJI 32 JBEPh U YEPE3 MUHYTY OKa3aJICsl y JOMUKA C KPAaCHOM Kpbl-
1iei, KyJa ero npuraiiana JIeBoYKa ¢ BEJIOCUIIEIOM.

&k

BrieTeB B OTKPHITYIO IBEPb HEKA3UCTOT'O IBYXITAXKHOTO JOMHKA, JIEXa CTONKHYJICS B MAJICHBKO
MIPUXO’KEW C HEIaBHEW 3HAKOMOA.

— IIpuser, Cuiibma! — BbIIAIWII OH. — A BOT U 1.

HeBouka 3axJjonajia B JIaJIOIIH.

— Mawma! — B0o30yXJEHHO KpUKHY/Ia oHa. — Bapmaiedt nmpumeén!

— Hano xe, 3anomamia! — HeroBobHO OypkHYJ JIExa. — Boooiiie-to MeHst Ajiekceid 30ByT.

KomHara, Ky/a ero mpuriacuia IeBouKka, opaxaia CKyJIHbIM YOpPaHCTBOM: JIBe IpyObie Oeé-
Chle JIABKM CTOSUTA y CT€H, OOJBIIION OeJblil CYHAYK MOCepeNHE, BUIUMO, CTYKIJI OJHOBPEMEHHO U
CTOJIOM — Ha HEM BaJISUIMCh KaKKe-TO KPOIIKU. PsaoM crosiia Hu3Kast TadypeTka, Y CTeHbI TOKauH-
BaJIOCh IJIETEHOE Kpeciio-Kavaska. [IBa ramaka, moJBelieHHbIe B yIlaX, ObLTM 3aCTeNIeHbl KOPHYHE-
BBIMU TPATKaMHU. B IIeHTpe KOMHATHI JieKal TpyObIil Cephlil TIOJIOBHK; TIOJI HUM YTa/IbiBajiach HEOOb-
11asi Kpyriasi Kpbllka jioka. Ha mony crosia mamra moj cepbiM abaxypoM B BUJIE IIapa.

JBe y3Kue KpyThie JISCTHUIIBI Oe3 Meprl BeJIU: OlHa — HaBepX, B OTKPHITYIO TEMHYIO JIBIPY B
MOTOJIKe, BTOpPasi — BHU3, BUAMMO, B TOrpeo.

W3 apIpel B MOTOJIKE MOKA3aJICs MOXHATHIA YEPHBINA TIOION I11aThs. JIExa HaOMoam, Kak Mmoo
YBEPEHHO 3aCKOJIb3HJI [0 KPYTOH JIECTHHUIIE, M BCKOPE ero o0Ja/IaTe/IbHUIIA MTOSBUJIACH BCS LIETUKOM.
It0 ObLIa YEPHOBOJIOCAS JKEHIIIMHA: CTPOWHAS, HETIOHATHOTO BO3PAaCTa, CBesKasl JIUIIOM U Oe3 eIMHOM
MopiuHKH. Ofeta oHa OblIa B JUTMHHOE CBOOOTHOE TEMHOE TUIaThe C OTKUHYTHIM Ha CIMHY KaITio-
moHoM. KrcTouka Ha KamoloHe onmycKajlach HUXe CIIUHBI U OOJITasIach, CJIOBHO XBOCTHK. B 3TOM
HapsiJie KEHIIMHA MOXOIUIa Ha BeIbMY — BIIPOUYEM, TOBOJILHO MPHBJICKATETLHYIO.
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— IIpoxonu, caauch, BOOPBIN MOIOZEL], TOCTEM Oyelb, — CKa3aa X03sHKa MPOTSKHBIM TITy-
OOKHUM TOJIOCOM.

CrnoBa «J100pbIii MOJOZAEI» OXUBWIIM B MaMsATH JIEXU pycCKMe HapOAHBIE CKa3KU M JETCKOe
OXHU/IaHKE Yero-To KOJJIOBCKOTO, BOJIIIEOHOTO, OMACHOTO.

— Yero Thl Ha MEHSI TaK CMOTPHUIIIb, OY/ATO 51 BeIbMa Kakasi-T0? — yCMEXHYJIach KEHIIIHA. —
S HeBepoSITHO MuJIasi, He mpasja au?

JIExa comnacHO KMBHYIL.

— Yro Takou OneqHbIN, MOKPBIT? YcTal ¢ joporu, HaBepHoe. Celtuac OTIOXHENb. Thl OTKYy/IA
oynemb? Kakum BetrpoM TeOsi B Hamm Kpasi 3aHecno? — JKeHmmHa Oe3 OCTAHOBKM 3ajaBajia
BOITPOCHI, HE JOXKUJASACh OTBETOB. — COBCeM MOJIOeHbKUM. .. TypucT, HaBepHOe?

— Ila-na, s Typuct, — obpanosaics JIExa Oosee nim MeHee pa3yMHOMY OOBSICHEHUIO CBOEH
HeoObruaitHou cutyanuu. — ¢ u3 IlerepOypra. Tonpko He IOHMMAIO, KyJa mornaji. Buaumo, BeI
JIMIITHETO. . .

— Oi1, Moi#1 crlaikuii, — BOPKOBaJIa ’KeHIIMHA, — ThbI nonan Ha Jluaropy. B ropon Kypryp
TeOs1 3aHecso. [onomHsii, Heboch? Caauchk, caanch, Kacatuk. Hakopmitio.

JIéxa mpooKmI ocMaTpuBaTh KOMHATKY. [10 00e CTOPOHBI OT BXOIHOW JBEPY Ha CTEHE BUCEIN
JBa BEC/a, pAJIOM C OJHUM U3 HUX — HE3HAKOMBIN CTPYHHbII MY3bIKaJIbHbII MHCTPYMEHT, HAllOMU-
HAIOIIHIA COCHCKY B paspese. [IpoTHBOIoNokHyI0 OT BXOa CTEHY YKpaIllaiv ABe OONbIue 0ObEMHBIE
(pororpaduu MaIbUMKOB JOIIKOJIBHOTO Bo3pacTta. JIExa rnogymar, yTo 3T0O I€TH XO3SUKHU.

JKennmHa npuaBMHYIA K CYHAYKY TaOypeT, OTKMHYJIA PE3HYIO KPBIIIKY, JocTaia Oelyio cal-
(eTKy, OyTBIIKY ¢ KOPUYHEBOM >KUIIKOCTBIO, CTAKAHBI M TapeJKh. 3aKpbIB CYH/AYK, OHA 3acTesnja
KPBIIIKY caji(heTKOMN 1 MPUHSIACH PACCTABIIATH MOCYIY, HE TIEPecTaBasi TOBOPUTD.

— A e TBOS JIMLEH3Ms 7 — CTPOro cripocuiia oHa. — K Ham TypuCTBI Tenieph He 3ary1siJbIBaloT.
3anperniu. [TUI0TE TPUIIETAIOT, 3aBO3AT MPOAOBOJILCTBHE U PAa3HbIE MOJIE3HBIE BEMIUIIBI, HO CKOJIBKO
TeX MUJIOTOB? A TYPHUCTHI... HE TIOMHIO YK, Korja oHH TyT Obum. [locneqHuit pa3 — miects JieT
Hazaz. [a, mecTs JIeT, Tak U ecTh: g Torga Barana 3a4yana, — 3ayMuuBO ITpor3Hecia oHa. — [lotom
3aMpeTUsIM TYPHUCTOB, KOT/IA BBISICHIIIOCh, YTO OHU XKEHIIMH C KapaHTHHA BOPYIOT. CKOJIBKO Ke Toraa
coexano n3 BommeoHoro seca! Bor 6but ckangai... IpaBna, Bcex MOTOM BEpHYJIH. A TYpUCTOB
3aMpeTuiiv — CrieloObeKT psagoM. Tak rie TBos nviieH3us? [Tokaxkenis?

— Kakas muniensus? A mbl pa3se He B Poccun? I'e mbl, B KoHIie KOH1I0B? e sta Jlunropa?
Ito B Adpuke, B Amepuke? Wim Ha Jlyne? Ha kakoil nianere? — B OT4asiHUM cripaiumBai JIExa.

OH cMOTpelT TO Ha JKEHIIUHY, TO Ha IEBYOHKY, YCTPOMBIIYIOCS B TaMakKe, HaJesiCh HATH B UX
71a3ax MOATBEpXkIeHUE aOCypIHOCTH CBOMX BOMpPocoB. Ho keHIrHa OTBETHUIIa COBCEM HE TO, UTO
OH OXMJaJl YCJIbIILIATS:

— To1 B Kyprype, na Jlunarope, moii kpacusblil. Ha Haweil pogHoii niianere JIunrope.

— Illyture? — JI€xa riiymo yasidacs, qepkach U3 mocjaeqHux cuil. Bo pry nepecoxJio, B ropie
MEPIINJIO.

Vike B KOTOPBIH pa3 OH cibiall o JIMHrope, HO Kak B 9TOT Ope/i MOXKHO roBepuTh? JKeHIHa
TOJIOKMJIA HA TApeJIKy KyCOK IHUpOora.

— 3ayemM MHe HIyTUTb C TAaKUM ClaJkuM napHem? — Ona notpenania JIEXy mo 3arpuBky. —
Borocsl y Te0s1, Kak y IeBYOHKH: BOJTHUCTBIE, MATKUE. PecHUIbI IUIMHHBIE. . . TycThie. [ 'yObl 4yBCTBEH-
Hble. Tbl, yacoM, He TpaHcopMupoBaHHbIN? [Ipu3HaBaiics: Thl HACTOSAIIMIL?

— UYro? — B3mpornyin JIéxa, paccesHHO s Tiepe COOOH.

— PeanpHblii. .. — Mypyasa KeHIIMHa OapXaTHBIM TOJIOCOM, MOTIAKUBAs MAPHS MO CITUHE. —
Kak 30ByT T€651?

— Auekceii, — Ha aBTomare oTBeTwI JI€xa, Bcé emié nepeBapuBasi cioBa o peciioByTor JIun-
rope.

UYro xe nonyyaercsi? OH Ha Apyrou riaHere. .. [Ipensiayiiye Bepcu — BUPTYasibHAsI pealib-
HOCTb, Iy TEIIECTBAE BO BpEMEH! — JIeTe/ ! K YepTsaM. BHyTpu JIExu cioBHO 00pa3oBaiach MycToTa;
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MBICJIU TIEPECTAJIM METAaThCsl U Ha MTHOBeHME 3aMepiu. Kak 3aBOpOKEHHBI, OH CMOTpEJ Ha KEeH-
LIMHY, eJIe YJIaBjIuBasi, O YEM Ta FOBOPHUT.

— Mens 30ByT Kapusi, — Tem BpeMeHeM 3a/1yIIEBHBIM I0JIOCOM MPOJOIkaa Xo3siKa. — Thl
el UPOT, elllb... 5 31ech padoTal MHOTO JIeT, BCeX MIJIOTOB 3HAI0, HO Thl TOUHO HE MUJIOT. 3a4eM
e ThI clofia ipujieTen?

JIExa rmyxo oTBeTUII:

— Cam He 3Haw. [TonHbI poBas B namsTy.

JKenmuHa rojana crakaH, MJIeCHYB TyJa TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOW KUAKOCTH U3 OyTHUIKH.

— Ha, 3amneit mopcukoM. MoxkeT, BCHOMHHUIIIb YEro.

JIéxa Kak 1moj ruIHO30M MPUHSUT CTaKaH ¥ MAIIMHATBHO XJIEOHYIT.

— Yr0-TO MHE HEXOpOLIO, — YCIEeJ CKa3aTh OH, [1a/1asl JIMLIOM Ha KPBILLIKY CYHAYyKa.

Teno nepecrano eMy noguuHAThHCA. JIEXa eBa IbllIal, HO OCTABAJICS B CO3HAHUU U CJIBIIIAT
BCE, 0 YEM rOBOPUJIM B KOMHATE.

— A MHe-TO KaK XOpOIlIO! — paJOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA keHIMHA. — OveHp xopoio! Cuibma,
— KJIMKHYJIa OHa J104b, — nomMoraii. CHecéMm ero B nozasaj. Kimoun nasaii. Bor nosesino-to! Benu-
KOJICTTHBIN 9K3eMIUIsAp. KpacuBeiii kakoil. MoxeT, Teriepb BHIPYYHM JIeHBXKAT Ha TBOIO YUEOy. A TO
naroyvka 3a Te0si He TOPOIUTCS IJIaTUTh.

CubMa npuHecna KJIlo4d, HO CTOsiIa B HEPEUIUTEIbHOCTH.

— Mawma, 161 uTo? He Hano! TeOst HakaxyT!

— 3a nuJI0Ta HAKaXyT, a 32 HEM3BECTHOTO TypHUCTa Oe3 JIMLIEH3UH — BPsiJL JIK. 31eCh TYPUCTOB
ObITh He nomkHO. B Kyprype ero touno uckars He OynyT. OTKyna 31o1-TO B3siicsa? [Jasait, Cusibma,
HE CTOW KaK MCTYKaH, moMorail. Puckuém — Briepén noiiném. He puckHéM — He MeuTaid 0 CTOJUIIE.

Kapusi u e€ cmaznuBast 1o4ypka MOTaIuIM 00e3BIKEHHOTO MapHs MO KPYTO IATKOM JIeCT-
HUIIE B 1ofiBajt. TaMm, cpenu KOpoOOK U XJ1ama, BhIAEIsIaCh MAaCCHBHAS ABEPb 1IBETA CIIOHOBOW KOCTH.
CunbMma oTBOpmiIa e€. 3a ABEphi0 OKa3alach MaJIeHbKasi KaMOPKa pa3MepOM MEHBbIIIE JECSTU KBajl-
PaTHBIX METPOB.

3aranuB napHs BHYTPb, MaTh C JOUYEPHIO OCTABUIIN €TI0 Ha I'PSA3HOM 3€MJISIHOM IIOJY.

— @y, TAKENBIN KaKOM, — ¢ oOJeryeHueM BoiioxHyna CuibMa.

— OO0pImy ero, — MprKa3ajia Marh.

—Hwuuero untepecHoro, — ckazana CuibMa, HacIiex OLylaB €ro KapMaHbl.

OHnu 3anepna 1Bepb ¢ Ipyroil ctopoHsl. I1o HepBaM pe3aHys CTAILHON CKPEKeT MPOpKaBeB-
IETr0 3aMKa, U MOCJIe 3TOr0 HACTyMNWJIa FHETYIas TUIIMHA.

JIéxa Jiexast ¢ OTKPBITHIMY IJIa3aMHU, HE B CHJIaX TOIIeBEMTLCS. B roioBe ObLT TOIHBIH MITHI,
HO BCKOPE TIOSIBUIUCH, MOTUIBLTA MBICJI; OHHM KPYKHJIMCh Kapycenblo B TyMaHe Oe3pasnuuus u oec-
YyBCTBUSI.

UYro npoucxogut? [Touemy rutanera? Yymb kakas-to. [Touemy Jluaropa? 1o He MOKET OBITh
MPaBJOM. DTO MPOCTO PO3BITPHILLL.

&k

JI€xa 1o1r0o cMOTpes OTpelEHHBIM, TYCKJIBIM B3IJISIIOM B IPSI3HO-CEPBI MOTOJIOK, TTOKA K HEMY
MIOCTETNIEHHO HE BEpHYJIAch MOABWXHOCTb. OH CMOTI MOPrHYTh, IIOBEPHYTh TOJIOBY, HO CHJI, YTOOBI
BCTaTb, emié He Obu10. Ha 0iHOM U3 CTeH, Mo/ CaMbIM MOTOJIKOM, SIPKUM ISTHOM CBETHJIACh HEOOIIb-
mast Huma. Korga B3rsa OKOHYATENTbHO MPOSICHWICS, CTajo0 MOHSATHO, YTO 3TO MAaJICHBKOE OKHO.
OTTyna B mogBaIbuMK JIiics cBeT. OCBeleHus XBaTaso, YTOOB PACCMOTPETh CTEHbI, OOUTHIE CEPHIMU
naHessiMu, OeJTyio IBEpb U TOITYaH.

Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs JIExa cmor noaHsaTees. [lomarsiBasch, OH nogomen K apepu. Isepp
0e3 pyJku ObUIa c/ieaHa U3 IeJIbHOTO KYcKa TBEPIOTO JiepeBa — TaKylo He TPOOLEIITL U He BBLIIOMA-
emb. JIExa qBax bl IHYJI €€, HO IBEPh Ja)ke HE JPOrHyJa.
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B nonBanpurike ObUIO JOBOJIBHO CHIPO W BOHSJIO TICMHOM, a U3 IHeJiel MeX Ty TTaHeIsIMH ChITia-
Jack 3eMiisl. Y CTEHBI CTOsUI IIMPOKUM TOIYaH, MOKPHITBI BETXOM TpANKOW. Panom mputyauiach
HU3eHbKas TadypeTka. JIExa ¢ pa3maxy IUTIOXHYJICSA Ha TOIMYaH U JUKO B3BbLI, OOJBHO YJAPHUBIIKCH
O TBEPAYIO IOBEPXHOCTD.

— Bor 3a-pa-3a-a! — 3acToHan oH oT Oonu.

Oxkazaiock, Mo TPSIMKOUN ObUTH TOJIbIe JOCKH.

UYro 3a aenp Takou noransiii?! [pokssree!

JIéxa B sipoctu cxBaTuil TaOypeTKy M HIBBIPHYJ B 3aKpPBITYIO JBepb. TaOypeTka ¢ TpoXOToM
OTCKOUMJIA, HO OCTaJIach 10 U HEBPEAUMOH, a JIEXe Tak XOTesIoCh, YTOOBI OHA pa3fieTenach Bape-
6e3ru. OH MBBIPHYJ e€ emme pa3 u e, HO ¢ TabypeTKON HUYEro He Cesaioch: OHa, KaK U JIBEpb,
Obl1a BBITECAHA U3 1IEJIbHOTO KyCKa IpaoHa.

JIéxa moctaBu TabypeTKy Moji OKHOM, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, UTO TBOPUTCS CHapyku. C BHEITHEH
CTOPOHBI OKHO 3aKpbIBAJIa TOPU3OHTAIIbHAS PEIIETKA, HO JJO PaMBbl JIETKO MOXHO OBUIO JOTSIHYThCS.
JIExa mpunoaHsI €€, u B KAMOPKY IMOTSHYJIO CBEKUM BO3LYXOM.

Pemiérka Obuta HAKPENKO BMYPOBaHA B CTEHY, 2 OKHO OKa3aJI0Ch TAKUM MaJIEHbKHM, UTO, IaKe
ecyii OBl y/IaIoCh BBUIOMATh PenieTKy, JIExa Bc€ paBHO He CMOT OBl ITPOJIE3Th B OTBEPCTHE: OHO TOIH-
JIOCh pa3Be 4uTo /7151 HeOOJBIION co0aku. 3aTo MOSIBUIACH BO3MOKHOCTh YBHIETh KycOUeK Heba WiIH
MO3BaTh Ha IOMOIITb. JIEXa HECKOJBKO pa3 KpuKHY.T: «[loMorute!» — oHaKo TBOp BOKPYT JIoMa ObLT
OrOpPOXeH, ¥ TOCTOPOHHHUX JOJEH 3/1eCh He ObLIO.

OtuasBimce, JIéxa mpuier Ha AepeBsAHHbIA HACTUII. B TaKOM MOJIOXKEHNUU OH 3aMeTHIT HeOOIIb-
IIOM KPYIJIBIH JIIOK Ha MOTONKe. DToT MoK JIéxa Bujen en€é HaBepxy. [lapeHs TyT ke BCKOUYWI, HE
oOpariasi BHUMaHUsI Ha 00JIb B OTOMTOM OOKY, JIETKO TOTSIHYJICS A0 KPBIIIKK U TOMBITANICS OTKPBITh
e€. Kpplmika oka3aack 3armeprou, Jia ¥ caMo OTBEpCTHE ObLJIO MAJIOBATO /IS TUIEUYUCTOro JIEXH.

— DI, HaBepXxy ! — KCTOIITHO 320paJl OH, CJIOKMB JIAIOHH pacTpyOom. — Bomsl XoTs1 Obl qaiiTe!
Ceosnoun! Brl 32061111 0 MOUX MOTpeOHOCTsIX. CumnTalo 10 TPEX, a MOTOM £ 3a ceOs He oTBeval. Pa3,

IBa, TPU...

OH gocuuTaj A0 JECATH.

—_ Hy-Ka, THUXO, KpacaB‘H/IK! — HaKOHEI] yCJIbI]_HaH OH T'OJIOC XECHIIVWHBI U3 OTKpLIBIHCI‘OCH
moka. — He mamm. Opyxue y MeHsI Bcerjia Harorope. A CTOK — B YTy KOMHAaThl. BOYOHOK T0j1
HACTHUJIOM.

JIIOK y’ke TOTOB ObLT 3aXJIOMHYThCS.

— i, Kapus, — JIéxa TopommBo cxBaTWjICs 3a Kpail OTBEpCTHsl, — MocTol. JlaBail moro-
BOpPUM.

— IloroBopu, — coracunack Kapus, CKJIOHUBIIMCH HAJT JTIOKOM.

— Yero BaM OT MeHsI HYKHO?

— OT Te0s1 — HUYero.

— Ecnu paccunThiBaeTe MOMy4YUTh 32 MEHS] MUJUIMOHBI, I0JKEH MPEeyIPEeUTh: HU Yy MEHs, HU
y MO€l MaTepu TakUX JeHer HeT. 3ps TOJIbKO BpeMsl notepsiere. Bol He monyuuTte aeHer!

Kapwus 3aynbibanacs.

— Maupimi, Te6s1 00s3aTeIbHO KYIAT. 32 MOJIOAOTO MAPHUIIKY XOPOIIIO 3aIuIaTsT.

— Tol yero? Xouellb npojaTh MeHs? — B3BU3THYJI olIeIoMIIEHHbIN JIéxa. — He nonyuuntes!

— Kpacoryinst Most, Tl He 3Haelb cede 1eHbl! — B rosoce JKeHIMHBI CITBIIIAT0Ch CHUCXO/IU-
TEJIbHOE BOCXUILIEHHE.

— 3aro s 3HaI0, CKOJIBKO TeOe BIIETIAT 3a MOXHIIEHUE YeI0BeKa, BeibMa! — BBIKpUKHYI JIExa,
HE CAEPKaBIIKCh.

— Vx 605bHO THI XOporIil. KpacuBbiii K3eMILIsp.

— To1, TE€TKA, HE Oypu. BeilycTH Mo-XopoiiemMy.

JIéxa moanphIrHyJ1, MBITasiCh YXBAaTUTLCS 32 MOXHATBIN 1oA0M, HO Kapus 6onbHO ynapuia ero
OOTHHKOM I10 pyKe.
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— He manu, Maslii, — cepauTo MPUKPUKHYJIA OHA. — $ JKEHIIIMHA Oe3KaJIOCTHAS: TUKOPaM
ckopmiio. Hu Kocteit, HU macropTa He ocTaHeTcst!

Kapusi ¢ cusoii 3axionHysa KphIKy Jioka — JI€xa eqsa ycresn OTAEpHYTh PYKY.

dpaza «Teds 00s13aTeNBHO KYIAT» CBepinia MO3r. OT MBICIIH, YTO €ro MOXHO MPOAaTh, KakK
Kakoro-HuOy/b ImeHkKa, y JIéxu Bckumnaga KpoBb. OH OCTEPBEHENO 3aMeTasIcs 10 KaMopKe, ¢ KyJa-
KaMu Opocasich Ha ABepb U cTeHbl. OH He MOT MMOBEPUTD, UTO OKA3aJICs B HACTOSIIEM TUICHY.

«bpen kakoi-T10», — BpeMs OT BpeMeHH MOCKYJIMBAJI OH, Jiesies C1adylo HaJekK /1y, 9TO yTpOM
BCE BCTAHET Ha CBOM MECTa M HaJI0 TIPOCTO BBICTIATHCS. DTY MBIC/Ib MOAMUTHIBAIIO TO OOCTOSTEILCTBO,
YTO BCE KUTEJIM Pa3roBapUBAIIU HA PYCCKOM si3bike. Ha apyroii miiaHeTe He MOTYT ObITh TOYHO TaKUe
e JII0/IY, /1a ellé U roBopsilue no-pyccku. Her, ornpenenénHo, Ha/lo MpOCTo BhICMIATHCS !

PacranyBiuch Ha TormuaHe ¢ HAMEPEHUEM YCHYThb, OH BCKOPE MOHSLI, YTO U 3TO HE MOy YUTCS.
Hecreprniumo HbUTH MOTyYeHHbIE TPABMBI: pacliapariaHHble JIAOHH, IMIIKA Ha JIOY, CHHSK Ha pyKe,
TOJIBKO YTO OCTaBJIeHHBI O0TMHKOM Kapuu, u otouthiii 60k. Ho Gosblnie Bcero 3acHyTh Melasna
OeccuibHast IPOCTh, MPUIPABJICHHAS! CTPAXOM HEM3BECTHOCTH. JIEXe Ka3auoch, YTO OT ITOW SPOCTU
y HEro ceiyac JIOIHET royoBa.

OH 3711JIcS Ha IEBYOHKY, Ha €€ MaTh, a OoJIbIle Bcero — Ha ce0s1. Kakoro ué€pra oH okazasics
Ha Jpyroi IJIaHeTe, a eni€ U He IOMHMUT, Kak ciofa romnau? Ha koii ero noHecso B 3TOT JOM C Kpac-
HoU Kpblen? Vcnyranics 1eBoK 13 HeHTpa paspiedeHuid... Jdypak! Kperun! Kankuii nox! Térka
oOMaHyJa ero, pa3Besa, Kak jioxa. Kpacusslil ak3emMIuisp!

['yObI ero 3arpsiciuch, Cle3WHKA CKATUIACh MO BHUCKY M 3aleKkotana yxo. YtoObl He pa3phbl-
JaThCsl, OH OISITh BCKOYMIT H, TIOTpsicas KyJakaMu, 3a0erai 13 yria B yroi, TSUKeJIO pblua, Kak JUKUil
3Bepb B KieTke. [ToTom Bapyr HaOpoCHIICS Ha TOMYaH, MBITAsCh MIEPEBEPHYTh €ro, HO HOXKH Jiepe-
BSIHHOTO HACTHJIa ObUIM TIIYOOKO BKOIIAHBI B 3€MJTIO.

3aTo 1oj HaCTUJIOM OOHApYKMIach Kaaymika. JIExa qoctan e€, mpuMOCTUI Y OKHA Mo Taly-
PETKY 1, HACKOJILKO CMOT', IPOTUCHYJI TOJIOBY B HUIILY C OKHOM, IJIOTasi OTKPBITHIM PTOM CBEXMI BO3-
ayx. Ha nBope yxe cTeMHeso, B CU301 MIJIE MEJIbKaIM CHITy3Thl KAKMX-TO JIOXMaThix ¢uryp. ['ne-to
OJIM3KO 3aBbLIH, 3aPbIYai 3BEPU — CY/IsI IO PHIKY, CBUpETIbIE.

HeoxunaanHo 3a pemmeTkon, nepe caMbiM €0 HOCOM, Pa3Bep3sIach MAacTh KAKOro-TO YyIMINA.
JIéxa oTpsAHyI, MTHOBEHHO 3aXJIOMHYJI paMy U 3a0WJICS B JAIBHUIN YTroil KaMOpKU. [TapHs HOTpsIxu-
BaJIO, B TPy MOSIBWICSI HEMTPUATHBIN XOJIO/IOK, & YBEPEHHOCTh, UTO YTPOM BCE MPOSICHUTCS, MTHO-
BEHHO UCIIapUJIach.

Bapyr ok Ha MOTOJIKE OTKPBLICS, M B Opeosie TyCKJIOro CBeTa Mokas3aiach rojosa. Jluna He
ObLIO BUIHO, U JIEXa Ha BCAKMI cydai 3atamics. Korga denoBek 3aroBOpuiI, CTajio MOHSTHO, YTO
st0 CriipMa.

— AJiekceii, — MIENOTOM TO3BaJIa OHa, — I cOyIIych K Tede. Tompko oberan, 4to Mame He
paccKaxellb.

— Cnyckaiics aBaii, — oto3Bajics JI€xa ycTayibiM rojiocom, HamepeBasich B3Th CUibMy B
3JI0)KHULBL.

— A TBI IOTOM TIOMOEIIIb MHE MOJHATHCS 00PaTHO? — HAWBHO CIPOCHJIA JIEBOUKA.

— A xak xe? { He TOJNIBKO KPAaCUBBIN K3EMIUISP, HO M OJIarOpOjIHbINA, — MPUTBOPHO COTJIA-
CUJICS OH.

V JIExu npsamo 3y/ienio copBaTh Ha KOM-HHOY/Ib 3JI0CTh, HO, KOT/IA IEBOYKA JIETKO CIPBITHYJA K
HEeMYy, TPOTUCHYBIINCH B HEOOJBINION JIIOK, MAapeHb TOJIBKO U Mogymal: «Kakue oHu TyT Bce MphIry-
yne». [Ipu 3TomM OH BerioMHM Cujtalicy — Kak OHA JIETKO MeperpbiruBajia uepe3 KOpsru.

CubMa 3ax171a (poHApUK M MOBECKJIa Ha KPIOK, TOPYABLIMIA U3 CTEHBI MO HACTUJIA.

— Mawma 1e0s yxe mpoaaer, — OOPbIM TOJIOCOM PAJOCTHO MOBEAANa AEBOYKA.

— be3 ponocnoBnoii? He kynisit, — cyxo oTpearupoai JIExa, paccmaTpuBasi OTKPBITOE OTBEP-
CTHE B MOTOJIKE W MPUKU/IBIBAS, IPOJIE3ET OH B HETO WJIU HET.
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— Kymnsar, — miyxo ckazana Cuibma U BIPYT norpyctaena. — Ham oueHb HyKHbBI A€HBIU.
Ouenb!

CuibMa MPUCTIOHWIIACH K CTEHE, CHPSTAB 3a CIIUHY pyKH. [11e4nku 1eBOYKM MPUIIOAHSLIIHCH,
ryOsl momkamich. OHa He oTphiBajia B3risAaa oT JIExu.

— JIeHbI'¥ UM HYXKHBI. .. — KPHBO ycMexHYJIcs JIExa, OTKa3biBasiCh OT TOMBITKYU MIPOJIE3Th B
JIOK: OTBepCTHe ObUIO MasioBaTo. — Tak MycTh MamMariia TBOsI OYKY IPOJACT.

— Hawm HyxHBI O0JbIIIE JeHBI'H, — HEBO3MYTHMO 00bsicHsi1a Cuiibma. — Ha moio yuéoy, —
no6aBmIa oHa yOeUTeTbHBIM TOHOM, KaK Oy/ITO TOT JIOBOJI OMPAB/IBIBAT BCE.

— TsI XOueIb cka3arh, YTO 32 TBOIO YUE0y 3araTIT MHOM? — pe3Ko MoBepHyJIcs K Hel JIExa.

— Hy na! — 6ecXuTpoCTHO OTBETHIIA JEBOYKA.

STOT HEeBUHHBIN BO3rac 10BEN JIEXy no GereHcTBa.

— A BOT mmi BaM! — CBUpENO PHIKHYJ OH, CXBAaTWJI AEBYOHKY 3a TUICUH, BCTPSIXHYJI €€ U
3710 3aIenTa B yxo: — A Tbl He Ooutibcsi? He Goutibest cooOmars MHE TakKe yKacHble HOBOCTH?
S Mory ceifyac mpocTo CBSI3aTh TeOs U CIIOKOMHO YHUTH.

CuiibMa He BBIpbIBAJIACh, HE Kpruasia — MOX0Xe, OHa JIaxe He ucryraiack. OHa ObICTPO BbIIa-
nmna:

— Tam Besne mukopsl. Tel He cMOXkerb cOexarh. OHU TeOs1 pacTep3aioT.

JIéxa ocnadbui XBaTKy — MOBEPHJI, BCIIOMHMB NACTh B OKHE. [IpecioByThIX nukop Gosiiach U
Cunaiica.

— Hy-Kka ObIcTpO OOBSCHSI: KTO TaKHe MUKOPbI?

CuibMa BBICBOOOMIIACH, TIPUCENA HAa TOITYAaH — YXOJWUTh OHA SIBHO HE cOOMpasach — U CKa-
3aja:

— Hy, 3Bepioru 37ble, C OrPOMHOM NMACTHIO U OCTPHIMH KJIBIKAMHU.

JleBouka n300pasuiia CTPAIIHOTO 3Bepsi: OCKAIMIIACD, IPUIILYPHJIA I71a3a U PaCTONbIPHIIA CKPIO-
YEeHHbIE TaJIbIbL.

— Tuna TurpoB? — npegnonoxui JIéxa.

OH cen psaoM, cOOMpasiCh BHIBEJATh Y IEBYOHKU MOOOJIBIIIE.

— He 3Hato, Kakoro Tuma, HO OHM OYEeHb CBUpEIIbIe, — KaK HU B UM He ObIBAJIO OOBSCHSIIA
Cunbma.

— Jlagno, pomycTuM, cOexarh s He CMOTy, — rouecal 3aTbuloK JIExa. — Ho s mory B3sTh
TeOs1 B 3aJI0KHUILIBI, U TBOSH MaMe MPUAETCS. . .

— Jla! — pa1ocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA IEBOYKA, OJIECHYB I1a3aMu. — $1 Kak pa3 3a 3THM U MpUIILIA.

— TosicHu.

— Hy, 9T00BI THI B35JT MEHS B HAJIO)KHUIIBI.

— Xa! — BeIpBasicsl y JIEXU yOUBIEHHBIN BO3IJIAC.

OH UrpHBO TOJNKHYJI JEBYOHKY ILJIEIOM.

— Tak BbimycTH MeHs1. HanoxxHuna qomkHa ciymaTbest Xo3suHa !

— He mory, Mama KJ1104 cripsraa.

— He mory... KO3sIBKa MaJIoJIeTHsIsI, — pa3odyapoBaHHO Opocun JIéxa, BcrioMrHasi, Kak OHa
rpucesia y Ioporu. — B HaJIOKHMIIBI 3aX0TeNa. .. Thl KHUKKY YHTaJIA PO «Oeperu 4ecTh CMOJIOny» ?

— Hea, He unTana. A 3auem?

CuiibMa 3amphIrHy/ia Ha TaOypeTKy, BHIIJISIHYJIA B OKHO.

— A TBI )KEHUCh HA MHE, — BJPYT OJIa)KeHHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3aia OHa.

— Ilac! — rpy6o psiBkHyn JIéxa. — He xBarano mue eni€ crareu. [IBepb oTKpoit!

— Ho ecnm 51 Te6s oTmytny, Mame OyieT HeueM IJIaTUTh 32 MOE 0OydeHue, — B roioce CUTbMBI
MPO3BYYaJI0 UCKPEHHEe YAUBJICHHE.

JIéxa mocmoTpesn Ha JEeBUOHKY HEJIOyMEHHO: HOpMaJibHas JI OHa?

— Jla Ha ¢pura Tebe yuéda? — ckazas oH. — ThI ke HacToAIIAs IUKApKa.

— Mama xouer, 4ToOBbI 51 yIrIach M Xuia B cTonuie, — B3aoxHyna Cuibma.

35



H. Hommua. «Heyur€nnast muanocts. Kaura Bropast. poctHeiil BeTep»

— A cama TbI 4ero xoyeiin?

— $I Xouy Ha Ballly IUIaHETYy, — MPOM3HECIIA IEBUOHKA, MEUTATENIBHO YJbIOAsICh, M MEMNOTOM
nobasuiaa: — TaM MHOTO MYyKYUH. . .

— A 3auem Te6e MHOTO?

Omna 3amMsuiach, noyecasa 1oj HOCOM, NO-/IETCKU 3aBepTesia roloBOM, KaK-TO HEECTECTBEHHO
BBIBEPHYJIA JIAJJOHMU.

— Hy, 4T00BI ceMbst OblJIa HOPMaJIbHAS. . .

— Tak ogHOro MyXHKa XBaTHT.

CubMa pa3BOSTHOBAIACh, IS JIEXe B JIM1I0, OHA TPOMKO, BOSMYILIEHHO BBIKPUKHYJIA:

— Jla 3aech myxuunHbl HapacxBat! [ledunut. Bcem He xBataer.

— Tel He noBepuIb, — yXMBUIBHYJICA JIEXa, — OHM Be3/e HapacxBar.

CubMa cHOBa niepemMecTiIach Ha TOIYaH.

— Ha Ilopkyce My:k4rH MOJIHO, — OHa OMSATh 3arOBOPKJIA TUXUM, MEUYTATEIbHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— A uro Takoe [Topkyc? — nounrtepecoBasics JIéxa. — IIpocBeTu-ka MeHsl.

— CwMmeénibesi? — XUXMKHYJIA JEBYOHKA.

Ei1 He cugenock Ha mecTe.

— Cam xe c [lopkyca...

— C kakoro, k uépry, [Topkyca? Uto 310 32 pyrareiabcTtBo?

— DTO He pyrarejibCTBO, — MPOTUBHBIM BBICOKMM I0J10cOM 3acMesiiach Cuibma. — 70 Bala
riaHera. MeI-To kuBEM Ha JIuHrope, a BoI-To — Ha [lopkyce.

— TbI x0ouemb cKa3aThb, 4TO Ha JIMHrope ) MBYT TOJIBKO KEHILUHbI?

— Cam 3Haellb.

Ona npuBaamIach CIIMHOM K CTE€HE, BBITSHYB JJMHHBIE HOTH.

«WuaTpura Bc€ Oosblire Bo30yxaeT». — JIEXy Opocwiio B kap.

OH cocKOYMJI ¢ HACTUIIA, 3alaraj o KOMHATKe, TO U 1eJ10 epolla JJIMHHbIE BOJIOCHI.

— Ta-ak! Kakue em€ 6ymyT KUHAEPCIOPIPHU3bI? — CHPOCHIT OH, CKJIIOHUBINUCH HaJl CHITBMOM.

— 4 BmoOunace B Te0s1, — Bbinanwia CribMa 1 3aKpblia JIMIO PyKaMHu.

B nonytémHOI kKamMopke He ObUIO BUIHO, KaK MBLIAIOT e€ MEKU.

«ITO MHE Ha PyKy», — XJIJIHOKPOBHO noaymau Jléxa.

— Kimou npunecu, — ckazat oH, — | s yBe3y TeOsl. .. Ha [lopkyc, eciu 3axoderb. KinsHych!

— He-er! — kanpuzno npotsHyna Cunbma. — MeHst Mama yober! Mama u3-3a JieHer Koro
xouenib YObET. Thl ke Karutan. Tebs mpomaayT WiM... caM CKaXu MaMe, YTO KEHHINbCS Ha MHe.
Ckopo MHe OyaeT IMIeCTHaIIaTh, MOXKHO 3aMy BBIXOOHUTh. A 3a Koro, cnpamuBaercsi? TypHucToB k
HaM He MyCKaloT — crenoobeKT psagoM. Cioga TOIbKO MUJIOTHI MPUJIETAIOT, & OHU BCE 3aHATHL. [ e
MHE Myka-To UcKaTb? B cTomnmiie 6omblie MaHCOB BHIMTH 3aMyX. MOXHO, KOHEYHO, BHIATH 3aMYyX
3204YHO, C ITIOMOILIBIO JIEKTPOHHOW CBAXH, HO 3TO HE IIPUKOJIBHO.

JIExa Bo3paszmi:

— Haobopor, k1accHo. BrioynHe niepeioBasi mpakTrKa. 3a0uHasi keHa — BUPTYaJIbHbIC 00sI-
3aHHOCTH.

CubMa ckopumiia KUCIYI0 MUHY.

— A yero xopoiero? Hu oOHATH, HU TolIesioBaTh. BOT, HarpriMep, MaMUH 3a0YHBIA MYX,
MoOW marnoyka. BuayMcs oquH pa3 B Mecsl] 1O CIELCBSI3U: NMPUBET — Kak JieJla — HOPMAaJIbHO —
noka. Bot u Bech marouka. MoxHO aBatapa BMecTO ce0Os1 OCTaBUTb ISl pa3roBopa. JleHer MmpuchiiaeT
ToNbKO Ha ey. Ha yuéOy He maér. bespbinasHo cuxy B Kyprype — tocka. OmHoro Opara ysxe 3adpat
Ha CBOIO TUIaHeTy M BaTtaHa ckopo 3a0epéT y 6aOyImKku. A s TyT HABEYHO OCTAHYCh.

Nx Gecena HEOKMIAHHO MPEpBAIACh: B JIIOKE HA MOTOJIKE TIOKA3AIMCh JJBE CTPOMHBIE HOKKHU.
Uepes cexyH]1y BIaIenIia STUX HOKEK yXkKe CTOsIIa Ha IEpeBsIHHOM HacTujie. [ ocThs cpasy e HaOpo-
cwiach Ha CuibMmy:

— Yo THI TYT Aenaeis? § nprexana, a Tel MEHS He BeTpeyvaelllb. YeM TakuM BaKHbIM 3aHsATa?

36



H. Hommua. «Heyur€nnast muanocts. Kaura Bropast. poctHeiil BeTep»

Dto ObUIA XPYITKas IeBYIIKa HeOOMbIIOro pocta. E€ akkypaTHass TEeMHOBOJIOCAsI TOJIOBKA FOPIO
cuzena Ha TOYEHOM Ieiike. BpOBKM TporaresibHO CABUTAIMCh, KOTJa OHA BO3MYIIAJach, r1a3a Omne-
cTesu B cBeTe (pOHApUKa U, Ka3ajaoch, OTJIMBAJIM 30JI0TOM.

l'ocThs HakoHell 3ameTmna JIEXy.

— Kt0 310? — ¢ M3yMJIEHHOH, JTIOOOIBITHOM YJIBIOKOW CITPOCHIIA OHA, OTCTpaHsisa CUIbMYy.

— MyxunHa, — czienaB 3araJiouHoe JIMIO, [aIoBIMBO npousHecna Cuiipma. — ITO 5 ero
HallUIa.

— PeanbHpIi1? — HeloBepUMBO BOCKJIMKHYJIA JIeByIIKa. — HoBbiil muiot?

— Typucr.

Cunbma HanpaBuiia (hoHapuK Ha JIEXy U cripocuiia y TOCThU:

— Kpacusbiii?

— Kpacusblii, — coracumnace ta. — [lopoaucThiid.

JIéxa cTosi1, MpUBAIMBIIKCH K CTEHE, U 9yBCTBOBAJI ceOs1 OOJIOHKOH Ha BhICTaBKe coOauek. Enpa
caepikascs, YToObl He TIBKHYTb.

Toctbst 1 Cunbma BHelIHe ObUTM TIOXOKH JAPYT Ha JIpyra, U OH JOTaJlaJiCsl, 9YTO HOBEHbKAsk —
crapiias cectpa CribMbl. [leByiiika Obia MUAJION U 00asATeTbHOM, HACTOSIIIEH KYKOJTKOU C OTKPBITHIM
HaWBHBIM B3IJISIOM U Oesio3yooi yibiokoit. Ho JIéxa mogymalt, 4to Hellb3st OOOBINATHCS X TPOCTO-
AYIITHOM, OTKPOBEHHOM KpacoToil. HUKOMyY He M3BECTHO, UTO TBOPUTCS B TOJIOBE y 3THX 00asITEIb-
HBIX 0CO00.

JIeBYIIKY TTPOIOIIKAIN O0MAThC MeXTy coOoM, ClIoBHO JIExa ObLT 37eCh IpeIMETOM HEOJy-
IIEBJIEHHBIM.

— OTKy/a OH B HALIMX KpasixX B3suIcsi? — CIPOCHIIa HE3HAKOMKA.

— C Tlopkyca npuiieren, — yBepeHHO otBeTwa CuiibMa. — Mawma ero crpsradnia.

— A 3auem cnpsrtana?

— Xouer npoaaTh, YTOObI MEHsI OTIPABUTH HA yu&Oy. He Tosbko ke Tede Takoe cyacTbe!

INo Tony CuiibMbI 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH: OHA 0OECIIOKOEHA TIOSIBIICHUEM COTICPHUITBL.

— Iponats? — ynuBmiack roctbsi. — Haila Mama ¢ yma comuia? 1o IpoTHBO3aKOHHO! DTO
HEBO3MOXKHO.

— A BoT 1 Bo3MOxHO! Mama yxe Hanuia B CaHT?/IM TIOKyMaTesisi U3 IeHTpa pa3BeueHuil 1
BEZIET C HUM I1€PETOBOPBI.

— BujgHo, Hama Mama cama 3axotesia B KJIETKY Ha KapaHTHH, — HEI0BOJIbHO ITPOBOpYaa
TOCTbs1, BCIJIECHYB PyKaMH.

OHa cripbirHyJIa ¢ HACTWJIA M BIUIOTHYIO TIOJOIILIA K TUICHHUKY.

— Jla, 1eBYOHKH, — BKJIIOUMJICS B pa3roBop JIExa, Iisag He3HAaKOMKE B IJ1a3a, — Ballla Mama
copepiumia npecryruieHue. Ho moka He no3aHo, crnacure CBOIO MaTh — BBIITYCTUTE MEHs. A TO orpe-
OET OHA T10 TMOJHOM MPOTrpaMMe, U CBETUT el HeOO B KJIETOUKY 3a TMOXMIIEHHE YeI0BEKa.

HesnakoMka pa3miisigpiBaia napHs ¢ OmaxeHHOW ynpiOkoi. EE mmaza ¢ pacumpeHHbIMH 3pad-
KaMu Oy’X/1aJ1 TI0 ero Iievam, Iee u JIMIy ¢ TAKMM BOocToproM, uto JI€xe craiio He 1o cebe.

OH oTOpBaJICS OT CTEHBI, IATHYJI HA TOITYAH U PEIINII MOTBITaTh CYACThSI — MPOJIE3Th B OTKPHI-
THIH JTIOK. [TOANPBIrHYB, CMOT YXBaTUTHCS 32 KPaid, ONIEPEeThCsI IOKTEM CHAPY KU U IPOCYHYTh T'OJIOBY B
AbIpKY. JIIOK BEJ B 3HAKOMYI0 KOMHATY € CYHAYKOM U raMakamu. Ha nosy Jiexxan CKoMKaHHbIN cepblii
TMIOJIOBUYOK, B YIJTy CTOSLT 32KKEHHBIN CBETHJIBHUK C CEpbIM c(peprueckrM adaxypom, opopmIieH-
HBIM Kpyramu, TIOXO)KUMH Ha JTyHHBIE KpaTephl.

N3-3a mmpokux 1uied U pa3BUTHIX OuriercoB JIéxa He cMOr MPOCYHYTh B JIIOK BTOPYIO PYKY
U OTKaszaJcs OT 3Toi 3ateu. K Tomy ke 1eBYOHKM MOBUCIIM HA HEM U cTauiu BHU3. OJHAKO eMy
YAJIOCh 3aXBaTUTh TPODEit — MOJOBUUOK.

— Jlaxe He mbITalics OexaTh, — CKa3ajla HEe3HAKOMKA C OYapoBaTeIbHOM YibIOKoi. — Bcé
PaBHO HE CMOJKeIlb YUTH: BO JIBOpe MUKOpbl. Mama BeimycTiiia Bcex. OHM y HAc, 3Haellb, Kakue
XHUIIHBIE ¥ CTPEMUTENbHBIE. Mama MX He KOPMUT, 3BEPU CAMHU OXOTSTCS TI0 HOYaM Ha OypeIMMOB, HO
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1 10001 He ToOpe3ryioT. He 3aMeTHIlb, Kak OKakeIIbesl Y HUX B keyake. Ml IOTOM. .. MBI He XOTUM
JIOOPOBOJILHO OTITYCKAaTh y/Iauy.

JleByIiIka CHOBa KOKETJIMBO CKOJIB3HYJIA I71a3aMH BJOJIb €r0 TOpCa.

— A 3a4eM Bbl TaK PUCKYyETe, XUIITHUKOB HcHonb3yeTe? — crpocui Jléxa.

— 3aImuTa OT HOUYHBIX OypeTMMOB, — OTBETHJIA TOCThsl. — HOUBIO MBI CIIM U HE MOXKEM OTIO-
HSITb IOJIYMINA 3TUX TBapel. Thl Ha BCAKUI ClTydal, Kak CTEMHEET, OKHO 3aKPbIBa, a TO MPOCHEIIbCS
Bech oOronanHbii. Y Bac Ha [Topkyce HEeT OypearMOB, O3TOMY MMeH B BUY: OypeMMbI CIPhI3AI0T
BCE, UTO TOMAJaeTCs MM Ha IMyTU. A TUKOP OHU OOSITCA.

Hampsixenue B ronose JI€xu yemmmnock. Pa3 emy He 1o3BossAT cOexatb OypeMMbl U TMKOPHI,
3HAYUT, HAJIO MCTIOJIb30BaTh 3TUX JIeBUYIeK. JIExe ¢ TPyJOoM BeprIIOCh, UTO TaKKe HeXKHbIE CO3/IaHUS
MOT'YT KOMY-HUOY/Ib HaBPeAUTb. PSI0M C IeBYIIKaAMU B €0 TOJIOBE BCErJa aBTOMAaTUYECKU BKJTIOYA-
Jach orpesieNi€HHas mporpamMma oomieHus. OH caenan CTaBKy Ha CTapIIylo CecTpy.

[Napens mocMoTper eii B r1a3a ¥ MPOHUKHOBEHHO CKa3aJl:

— Tw1 ouens kpacuBas. Ho uto kpacora 6e3 1oopotsi? Crenail 1oOpoe 1eio: BBITYCTH MEHs.
S TOTOB BBIIOJIHUTE JTII000€ TBOE JKEJIAHUE, €CIIM BBITAILUIIL MEHA OTCIONA.

[Tpu 3TOM OH JTACKOBO MPUOOHSLI €€.

— Jlroboe-mo00e? — He MoBepuIIa IEBYIIKA, HO TJIa3KU Y He€ UT'PUBO 3a0JIeCTeNH.

— Tonpko ckaxu, 4ero Tel XO4elb, — no0aBui JI€xa, 3Has1, 9YTO 3TU BOJIIEOHBIE CJIOBA TIPU
OOIIEHUH C JIEBYIIIKAMH CIIOCOOHBI TBOPUTD Uyeca.

— Yero s xouy? [Tocie 0cBOOOXAEHHS BCETO UeJIOBEYECTBA. .. JIIOOBH, KOHEUHO! — 3acMesi-
JIach CTapIIEeHbKAsI.

CuibMa HaOumoz1a1a 32 pa3BUTHEM COOBITUM, U €1 COBCEM HE TIOHPABUIIOCH OBITh TPEThE JIIII-
Heil. Bc€ 910 Bpemsi OHa akKypaTHO CKJIafblBajia MOJIOBUYOK, KOTOpbIi JIEXa cramu cBepxy, u Oyp-
yasa ce0e 1o HOC:

— [{MHOBKY ThI HE MOTYYHIIb. TO MOSI IMHOBKA.

JIéxa, He oOparas BHUMaHUS Ha CUTBMY, COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha e€ cecTpe.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT, kKpacaBwuiia? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Mens — Xémus. A 1e0s kak?

JIExa Ha3BaJ1 CBOE MOJIHOE UMS:

— Auekcent KazanoBckuil.

— BosbMménib MeHs B xk€Hbl, Asekcelt KazaHoBckuil? — o3Byumia xxenanue Xenusi. — Toraa
Mama OTITyCTUT TeOsl.

— Bosbemy, HO cHavyasia cBo6oa, — cpasy cormacuics JIéxa.

OH yacTo pazgaBaJ 0OelaHus IeBYIIKaM, 3Hasl, YTO, KaK MPaBUJIO, OJHOTO OOeIaHusI ObIBaeT
JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BHI3BATh BOCTOPI M TOjIHOE JioBepre. U ceifuac JIExa HaYam MpUBBIYHYIO WTPY,
HO CwiibMa BCE UCHIOpPTUJIA.

— Her! — Bapyr B3BU3rHyJa OHa M HAOpOCKIach Ha cecTpy ¢ Kylakamu. — OH yke MHe
o0eran — Korja s Bepacry!

B ronoce CuibMBI CITBITIIATIOCH OTYasTHUE OOMaHYTOro peOEHKa.

— CHauasa BeIpacTi, — C HEroJJOBaHUEM OTTOJIKHYJIa e€ Xemusi. — A ceituac yxoau. Tel 31ech
JIVILITHSSL.

Muaaiyo cectpy 3aTpsciio OT TaKOTO IIPeAATeIbCTBA.

— 370 5 ero Hanwia! — 3aKpuyvasa OHa C BHITyYEHHBIMH 37TbIMU I71a3aMu. — OH Mo#! V Te0s
yXke ecTh KeHuX!

— Her y MeH# jxeHMXa — TO OJHONAPTHEL. YXOIHM, a TO 51 MaMy TIO30BY.

— A g TOTZIa PacCKaxy, YTO TO Thl 3MMOK BBIBEJIA U3 30HBI KapaHTHHA CHIaiicy W 4To U3-32a
Te0s1 y Mambl ObLTH TTPOOJIEMBI.

JIéxa, mocamysi, 4TO Urpa Moluia He 10 TUIaHy, HEJOBOJILHO HaOMIoaal 3a Mepenaikol Mexmy
cécrpamu. Ho, yciiplliaB 3HAaKOMOE UM, HE YIEPKAJICA U CIIPOCUIL:
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— A xro0 Takas Cumnaiica?

— IpectynHuiia Ha KapaHTHHE, — BBIKPUKHY/Ia CHilbMa, CKOPUMB MPE3PUTETbHYI0 MUHY.

— Omna He npecTynHuIa, — 3anajJlpuruBo Bo3paswia Xenus. — Ona nonuruyeckass. OHa u3
onTUMHUCTOB. CIbIXasa Mpo ONTUMKUCTOB?

— Koneuno. 1o moau, KOTopble 6epyT MpUMep C JIATYIIKU U BepsT, YTO JIANIKaMU MOKHO
MacJyio B3OUTDb U HE YBSI3HYTb.

— ONTHMHUCTB — 3TO JII0AU OyYyIIero, — ¢ ’kKapoM BOCKJIMKHYA Xeusi. — OHU XOTAT crpa-
BE/IJTMBOCTH M MUPa BO BCEM Mupe. OHM MEeUTaIoT BEPHYTh KEeHIIMH 00paTHO Ha [TopKyc 1 BO3pOAUTH
HOPMAJIbHYIO JKM3HDb Ha TUIaHeTax. Pa3Be Thl 9TOro He XOYellb?

— Ouenb xouy! MeHs ToXe HaI0 BEpHYTh OOpPAaTHO Ha TUIAHETY.

JIéxa oOxBaTHJI IJIeun XeJuu | IMPUCTATIHHO MTOCMOTpEJ e B JIUIIO.

['maza neBymku CBETWIKUCH TPABEAHBIM OTHEM.

— OnTUMUCTBI — JTyYIIIKe JIIOAX Harero Mupa. OHU TOTOBBI OTAATh CBOM JKM3HU PAIH ITPAB/H,
CIIPaBEIJIMBOCTH U BOCCTAHOBJIEHUSI TAPMOHHUMU.

JIéxa Gosinicst atoro orasi B yioasx. OH HEOJHOKPATHO 3aMeyall: KOrAa B IVla3ax 3aropaercs
«IIpaBeIHbII» OrOHb, YEJIOBEK yXke He CIIOCOOEH BOCTIPUHUMATD aTbTEPHATUBHBIC UJIEU WU Pa3yM-
Hble 10BoAbl. OH MIET K 1Ie/IM HAposioM, He oOpaliiasi BHUMaHUs Ha W3MEHUBIIUECs YCIIOBUS, Ha
crpaganus Onu3Kux. M TombKo ofjHa cuila CIocOOHa OCTaHOBHUTH €r0 — CHUJIA, KOTOPAsi OTaCUT STOT
OTOHb.

Hano 6110 CpOYHO YCHOKOUTDH XeNUIo M MTPOJOIKUTH TIEPETOBOPHI.

— JleBYOHKH, JAEBUOHKH, HAIUIEBaTh Ha ONTUMUCTOB, — CKOPOTOBOPKOW BhIMasivi Jl€xa u
TOIEJIOBaIT XeJUIO B TYOBI.

Xemnusi 3aMOJIKJIa U cpasy ke 3a0blia Mpo ONTUMHUCTOB. Mitajias cecrpa Toxe motepsijia aap
peun — J1o0blua YCKOIb3asa OT Hee.

JIéxa ysxe MOHsIT Ha Kakue OoJieBble TOUKM MOXKHO AaBUTh. OH Kak HU B 4€M He ObIBAJIO MPO-
JOJKUIT Pa3roBOP:

— Bepuémcs k Bompocy o cripaBeyIMBOCTH. Pa3Be cripaBeyinBo, YTO MEHSI JIMIIAIA CBOOO/IBI
Y yIePKUBAIOT B TUieHy? OTIyCTUTE MEHS, a s BAC TIO3HAKOMJTIO C KPYTHIMH MAPHSIMU: Y MEHSI ITOJTHO
HEXKEHATBIX JIPY3eH.

MuajiiieHbKast HeJOBOJIBHO MOKAaa TyOBbL.

— M&I He MOXeEM OTITYCTHUTh TeOs1 63 MAaMHHOTO pa3pelieHns, — 3J10 CKa3aia oHa. — Mawma
Takasi 0e3KaJIOCTHAs CTajia, OHA JIMIIUT HAC CONIePKaHUSI.

Xenusi, HAOOOPOT, paciiBesia 1, TOBOJILHO YJbIOAsICh, PAIOCTHO MpoliedeTana:

— $I ckaxy Mame, 4TO Thl HA MHE KEHHIIIbCS, M OHA cama TeOs oTmycTuT. V... B KpaiiHeM
ciydae gact tede TIosK, a To KecTKoBaTo y Tedst. Yero 1ol emé xouerb? Xodelb IUHOBKY ?

Ona BbIpBasia oJIOBUYOK U3 pyK CusibMbl M cyHyna Jléxe. CriibMa BCKpPUKHYJIa OT TaKOM Har-
JIOCTH, J1a TaK ¥ OCTAJIaCh CTOSITh C OTKPBITHIM PTOM — BCsI KpacHasI | 371as1, TOTOBast HAOPOCHUTHCS Ha
CecTpy ¢ KyJakamu. JIExa MOTOPOIMIICS BEPHYTH €H MOJOBUK, YTOObI OHA YCIIOKOMJIACh M HE Melasa
nieperoBopaM. Hasio ObIJI0 CpOUHO MOTacuTh Ha3pEeBAIOIINI CKaH/IAJI, U OH TOMPOCHJI TO3BOHUTD.

Xenus MpOTSHYJIA NAPHIO JIEBYIO PYKY.

— V¥V meHs maiipoH. 3BOHHU.

JIéxa 03a1a4eHHO CMOTpEIT Ha 3€JIEHOBaThIN MPSAMOYTOJIBHUK Ha pyke Xeauu. DKpaH IpocBe-
YHMBaJI TOJ] KOXKEH 4yTh HIKe cruda JoKTs. [TapeHs modecas 3aThlJIOK U BAPYT TOHSUI, YTO HE TOMHUT
HHU OJHOTO MOOWJIBHOTO HOMepa, Jaxe HoMepa marepd. PaHbine, eciii Halo ObLJIO MO3BOHUTH, OH
BBIOVPAJT KOHTAKT I0j1 IMeHeM «Matb», a caM HoMep He YAOCYKUJICs 3aroMHUTb. Hato ke cedst Tak
TMOJIBECTH: HE 3HATh, KaK MIO3BOHUTH MaTePU, — ITO YK CIUIIKOM.

OH BCIOMHMJT HOMEP KCTPEHHOM CITykObl criacenust — 112 — 1 Ha3BaJ ero.

— Howmep cTo nBeHaaate He MASHTU(PUIIUPYETCS, — OTBETUIIO YCTPOKCTRBO.
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Torpa JIéxa, HM Ha 4YTO yKe HE HaAesCh, IPOJUKTOBAT HOMEP HEOTJIOKKHU, KOTOPBII IOMHUII
HaM3yCTh, TAK KaK YaCTO BbI3bIBAJI OpUTraly Bpadyer JIisl MaTepH, CTPAAAIoIIe ACTMO U TUIIEPTOHHEH.
ITOT HOMEp TOXke He cpadoTall.

CuibMa 3amMeTniia, Kak oropumics JIExa. OHa yxe HEeMHOTO OCTbUIa M, YTOOBI IEPETSHYTh BHU-
MaHue Ha ce0s1, CyHyJa MapHIO B PYKU TOJIOBUYOK.

— Bo3bMM IMHOBKY, s TeOe Japio, — CcKa3ajia OHa, C HEMPHA3HBIO MOIISIIBIBAS HA CECTPY. —
4 cama e cruiesia, — J0o0aBWIA IEBYOHKA, Jead aK[EHT Ha CJIOBE «CaMax.

[kBan pasnpaxenust Bapyr 3axjectHy JIéxy. Yero ona neser? [loBenenve CuibMbl, HEBO3-
MOXHOCTb TIO3BOHUTb M OCOOEHHO 3TOT JypalKUil MOJIOBUYOK BBIBEJM MapHs U3 paBHOBecus. OH
OTIIBBIPHYJI TPAINIKY B CTOPOHY U 3aaJjl OQHOM pyKoil e CHIbMbl yAyIIAOIIKUM IPUEMOM.

— Bcé, 6acra! — uctepruyHO BBHIKPUKHYJT OH. — He xotute no-xopomiemy — OyneT mo-1io-
xoMy. f mpuobIo e€, eci HeMeIEHHO He OTKpOeTe ABEepb. 30BUTE CBOI0 MaMarly.

CubMa 3aXMXMKaJia: OHA BOCIIPUHsLJIA arpeccuio mapHs Kak urpy. Ho Xenust Obuta cepbé3Ha.

— A ynpTpanyd B JIOO He XO4ellb? — CTPOro ckaszaja oHa. — MaMHHO JTI00MMOe Opy:KHe.
Bypenis /1Ba 1HsI KOPYMTBCS U B ceOsl MPUXOAUTD. YIIbTpalyd HACTPOEH Ha MHKOP, a YesloBeKa U
youts MoxeT. He coBetyio Tak mrytuth. Otiryctu cectpy. Jlaneko Bc€ paBHO He YOexkHIlb. Y TeOs
HU OpY)XUs1, HU OXpaHbl, HU OnytaitHepa HeT. Ortnyctu CriibMy HeMeAJIeHHO, OOMAaHIIIUK.

JIéxa co 37110CThIO OTTOJIKHYJI IEBUOHKY, HO HE IOTOMY, UTO UCITYTaJICSl yTPO3, — IIPOCTO MOHSLI:
OH HE CMOXET IPUYMHUTH €1 Bpel.

Co nBOpa JOHECIUCH roJoca, U IEBYOHKH BCIONOMIMINCH. [lomMoras apyr Apyry BbUIE3TH, OHU
OBICTPO MCYE3NIN B JbIPKE JIIOKA, NMPOCAYMBAsICh B HE€, CIIOBHO OCbMHMHOTU. Kpblllika Ha MOTONKE
3axJIONHYJIach, HO (POHAPHK OHM BIOMbIXax 3a0bLH, U JIEXa, moracus ero, Cripstas moj HaCTHIL.

— Jlepxu, — ycIblllIal OH Yepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMs rosoc Kapuu.

Uro-TO TAXKENOE IUIIOXHYJIOCh Ha TOMYAaH M CKATWJIOCh Ha Moi. JIéxa Hamlynaia B TEMHOTE
OyTBUIKY C BOJOM.

&k

[Tpoaars TypucTta okazajioch He Takoi pocTol 3aaueid. [To kpaitHeit Mmepe, HU Yepes JieHb, HU
Yyepe3 TpH MOKymartesib He 0ObsiBuiIcs. M oOelanue napHs )KeHUThCS Ha XeJuu TOke He TIPUBEIIO K
KemaemMomy pesynbTaty. Kapus He moBepuia JIExe u miaHMpoBaia U3BJeUb U3 CUTYAIIUM HAUOOIb-
IYIO BBITOALY.

JIéxa cuzen B AyITHOM TEMHUIIE ¥ O4Y€Hb CTpagal. KopMuiu CKyIHO: B OCHOBHOM CYyXUMH XJieO-
LIaMH, a pa3 B JIeHb IPUHOCUIIM KUCIIOBATHII upor — Typcerl. [lowmm BroBonb. Kpome Bosibl, ABak/1bl
B HEJIEJIO IaBaJIM YeTBEPTh CTaKaHa BKYCHEHIIIErO HAIMTKA TOJ] Ha3BaHUEM TIKBOMSI. DTOT HAITUTOK
npujasai JIExe cuil M yJydinall HacTpoeHue. [|eBYOHKM TOBOPUIIN, UTO TIKBOWSI — NUKCUP KU3HU
Y BO BCEM MHMPE CUMTAETCS1 CaMbIM LIEHHBIM U JOporuM HamuTkoM. [lo ux cioBawm, nmapHio jaBaiv
TIKBOWUIO, YTOOBI OH HE MOTEPSIT «TOBAPHBIN BU/» U BBITJISI/IEN 3J0POBBIM U CHUJILHBIM.

OpnuH pa3 JIExy 3acTaBuIM HamMa3aTh JIMLIO KPEMOM ISl OpUThs, ¥ BCA IIETHHA BMECTE C Kpe-
MOM ocTanachk Ha Tpsinke. [locie 3Toii mpoueayphl Ycbl M 00poa y Hero He pociiu OoJbllie MecsIa.

Bmecto obemanHoro tiodsika Kapus Gpocuina emy B KaMOpPKY OOJBIION KOMOK KOPUYHEBBIX
(pnaneneBbIX TPSMOK, BBIKPOSHHBIX B (POPME TMTaHTCKUX JIMCThEB. JIEXa cKaTasl HECKOJIBKO IOJIOTEH B
PYJIOH ¥ IPUCHIOCOOMIT BMECTO MOIYIIKH, & OCTABIIMECS KYCKH TKAHU CBSI3QJ1 ME3K/Ly COOOM 1 IOy IrJT
nogodue oxesa.

['ynsth ero He BBIBOOWIIM, OMACasiCh, YTO OH cOeXUT. MIHOrAa B OKHO KMJAIH IIIJIaHT, YTOObI
JIéxa cMmor ornoJIoCHYThCS TTPOXJIAJHOM, TIOBOJIBHO JYPHO MaxHyIen Bogoi. Boga crekana B oTBep-
CTHE B YIUTy KOMHATKH, HO Ha TOJIy BCE PAaBHO OCTaBaJlach I'psi3HAs JIy:Ka, KOTOPasi 10JIr0 He BbIChIXAJIA.

JIHEM B moBaje CTOsIa HEBBIHOCUMAs JyXOTa, U TOJIBKO HOYBIO HACTYyIMajla OTHOCUTEJIbHAS
cBeskecTh. Kaxkplii Beuep JI€xa BcTaBan Ha TaOypeTKy, MPYKUMAIICS JIMIIOM K PEIIETKe W JIOIro
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CMOTpeJ B HE3HAKOMOE HOUHOE HeOO ¢ OrpOMHBIMHU 3BE31aMu. OCOOEHHO ero MHTepecoBasa spKas
riaHeTa OMPIO30BOTO OTTEHKA, Moxoskast Ha JIyHy, HO IeBUOHKH Ha3biBau e€ [Topkycom.

C HacTyIIeHUeM IOJTHOM TEMHOTBI IO IBOPY HAUMHAJIM IIHBIPATH KaKKe-TO CyLIECTBa pa3Me-
POM ¢ 6oJIbIIIYI0 KOIIKY. B TemHOTe JIEXe Ka3anock, UTo y 9TUX TBapey 1ecTh HOr. OH CIIbIIal 3ByKH
Y BOIUIH KECTOKMX CXBAaTOK. BcroMuHas npeaynpeskieHre mpo OyperMOB U ¢ COXKaTEHUEM 3aKPhl-
BaJl OKHO.

WNHoraa numm cunbHble JOXKAU, U TOTAA Yepe3 OKOHHBIE IIEIX BOJA MTPOcayrBalach B MOBAJIb-
yuk. OHa NMOKpbIBaJIa BECh TMOJ U JIOJITO He YXOAWIa B CTOUYHOE OTBepcTue. JIéxa B Takue MOMEHTHI
TMyTaJicsi, 38aJ1 Ha IOMOIIIb, TpeOOBaJ HEMeJIEHHO MOAHSATH ero HaBepx, Ho Kapusi He oOpariasa BHU-
MaHUsl Ha BOIUIM. B 9T IHU eMy NMPUXOAWIOCh CUJETh Ha JIEPEBSIHHOM TOITYaHE U HAJIEAThCS, YTO
T0/IBAJI HE 3aTONMUT JI0BEPXY.

YacTeHbKO BHJ U3 OKHA 3aropakMBaI KaK1e-TO OOUKU: OHU OIYyCKAJIMCh OTKY/AA-TO CBEPXY, &
Yyepe3 HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi HEM3MEHHO MOTHUMAIUCh 00paTHO. OIHAKIB €My MOKa3aI0Ch, YTO TMTOXO-
kast O0UKa JIETUT B HeOe, a BHYTPH He€ HAXOAUTCsS YesloBeK. Booch y denoBeka pa3BeBavCh OT
OBICTPOro MOJIETA, @ B pyKaX BMECTO METJIbI ObLIIO BECIIO.

«bBaba-sra ¢ Beciom», — paBHOIYIIHO mogyMat JIExa.

OH yxe HUYeMy He YOUBJISIICS: HA TOMY, YTO JIIO/Y JIETAl0T B O0YKaX, HU IECTUHOTMM Oype-
JIMMaM, HU OTPOMHBIM CEPbIM OTBPATUTEIbHO MaXHYIIUM XHUIIHUKAM, KOTOpbIE IO HOYaM Ipode-
rajii MUMO ero okHa. [1ombITkr 0OBSCHUTD ceOe TU CTpaHHbIe BUJCHM S TIOMUMO BOJIV IPUBOIVIIH K
MBICJIH, 4TO KOBapHasi Kapusi Moria nojceinarh €My B IUIILY ICUXOTPOITHBIE CPEJICTBA, BhI3BIBAIOIIHIE
raJuUTIOLIMHALIVY.

Korna oH Tak mymar, TO MOr LeJblil JeHb HUYETO HE €CTh, HO FAJUIIOLMHALIY HE UCUYE3ally,
a royo, Opajl CBOE, U BedepoM TapeHb Cheasl BCE MpuHecEHHoe MHEM. JIéxa meuTan o modere u
3aTanjics B 0KUIAHUM MOAXOSALIETO CIyyvasi.

UroObl yeM-HUOYIb 3aHSTh ceOsl, OH BBHIKJITHUYMI y JEBUYOHOK MY3BIKAQJIBHBI MHCTPYMEHT,
KOTOPBIN 3aMETHJI B KOMHATE ell€ B MepBbIid IeHb. VIHCTPYMEHT Ha3bIBAJICS YUTAIMHA U ObLIT IIOXO0XK
HAa TOJIOBUHKY COCHCKH, pa3pe3aHHyIo BJIoJib. JI€xa, emé B BOCbMOM KJlacCe HAYUYMBIIMICS UTPaTh
Ha rUTape, BO3WICS C YATAJIMHOM C yTpa JO HOYH, TIO3TOMY OBICTPO OCBOMJI HECKOJIBKO aKKOPHOB U
niepe®opoB. Bassisich Ha IepeBSIHHOM HACTHJIE, OH LEJBIMUA AHSIMU PACTIEBN MIECHH, YeM MTPUBOAMIT
CEeCTEp B BOCTOPI, @ X MaTh — B HETOI0BAHKE.

— XBaTHT BbITh, TOJIOBA TPEIIUT, — Bopyasia Kapusi, Ho unTaniHy He oTorpana.

— IMecenka 3asa710r0 X0MOCTSIKA, — OOBSABIISAT Ha3JIo el JIExa u opaj Bo BCE ropiio:

Tbl He Hy)kHa MHe. MHe He HyHa Tbl!

Kakoe cyactbe — Mbl HE KEHATHI.

Kaxkoe cyactee, 4To g cBOOOAEH!

Has3io ogenychb He 1o noroze.

51 6e3 Teds

[Mpuny momoii u 6e3 BOIpPOCcoOB

3a)kry Ha KyxHe, 4ToO COrpeThbcsi, Bce KOH(POPOUKH.
41 cronouky Hasbio Ge3 cripoca —

W He yBUKY HEIOBOJIBHON MOPAOYKH.

B Gyderuke obmiapnaHHoM nomapio,

Canbla ¢ IpOKUIKAMU JI0CTaHy K3-3a POPTOUKH.
N no xpycrsiei 30J10TUCTON KOPOUKH

Sl cam ceOe KapToIIeUuKH Hakapio.

Tl HE HykHa MHE. MHe He HyXHa Tbl.
Tebe He Tak BCE: TO S JIOXMATHIH,
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To 51 HeOpPUTBIH, TO HE TIO MOJIE.
Kaxkoe cyactee, 4to g cBOOOAEH!

Thbl HEe Hy)kHa MHe. MHe no1mpaku —
TBou KOTJIETH 1 GerdapMaKy.

U TBOEI Mame 51 HeyrojieH.

Kaxkoe cyactee, 4to g cBOOOAEH!

«ThI HE Hy)KHa MHE», — IIOYTU prIIaH,
Kpunuy g HOUbIO, KyJIak Kycas.

Ho 6e3 Te0s 51 He 3achInaro.

Kakoro uépra s tak crpagawo?!

51 6e3 Teds

[Mpuny nomoii u 6e3 BOITPOCOB

3a)kry Ha KyxHe, 4ToO COrpeThbcsi, Bce KOH(POPOUKH.
4l cronouky Hasbio Ge3 cripoca —

W He yBUXKY TBOEU MUJION MOPIOYKH.

B Oyderuke obmiapnanHoM nomapio,

Casnbla ¢ IpOKUIKAMU JI0CTaHy U3-3a POPTOUKH.
N no xpycrsiei 30J0TUCTON KOPOUKU

S niis TeGs KapTOIIeUKH HaKapIo.

&k

JIéxa moTepsu1 CYET TATOCTHBIM OAHOOOPa3HBIM IHSM. KakIplii Beuep mepes CHOM MBICH
HAYMHAJIM CBOIO OECKOHEUHYIO Kapycesb: TO OH OOSIICS, UTO 3aBTpa €ro KTO-HUOYAb KYIUT U 32 HUM
MPUIYT, TO TILIETHO IBITAJICS BCIOMHUTD, KaK €ro 3aHecso Ha 3Ty IulaHeTy. OH He OHUMaJI, Kak 13
MaMSITH MOKET BBIIIACTh YaCTh XKU3HU, U TIPOKPYIUBAT COOBITHS TOCTIEAHUX MECALIEB 10 HECKOJIbKY
pas, HaJiesACh BCIIOMHUTD TOT 3JIOMOMYYHbIA MOMEHT, KOT/Ia €T0 jKM3Hb IOI1LIa HAlIEPEKOCSK.

OH noMHMII, YTO y HEero ObUTH JIeTHUE KaHUKYIIbl. OOBIYHO Ha KAHUKYJIAX OH HaOMpas MHOTO
3aKa30B, 4TOOBI 3apadoTarh JeHer. Ho B 3ToM roay, mepeji OUIJIOMOM, PEIIv He HaApbIBAThCS,
OTIOXHYTb, /1a ¥ ICHET BPOJIE CTAJIO XBaTaTh 1 Ha €1y, U Ha ofexk1y. JIExa mo3BosniI ceOe mepe/ibIIKy.

VYaauHo Tak Bc€ ckiaapiBaioch. FOnmpka He ykaTuia Ha jJady, XOTs JIETO BBIAJTIOCH KapKOE.
E€ ponurenu 3aresiv Ha 1aye pEMOHT, IOSTOMY OHA C YAOBOJIBCTBUEM OCTajiach B ropone. Jumka
TOXE MMO0YeMy-TO HHUKyAa He yexai, octajics goma. OOBIYHO OH Ha BCE JIETO yezkKall Kyaa-HUOyIb
Ha ocTpoBa. OHM BTPOEM OTIIMYHO MPOBOAMIIM BpeMsi: 3aropaiu, ryisuii. Kaxercs, coOupanuch Ha
peidanky vam B Tearp. Jla, oHn noexamu B teatp. [louemy-to 3aropon. Vnm, Moxer, Ha pulOaKy?
Kyna xe nenvch npy3ps?

B kakoil MOMEHT BCE Tak pe3K0 U3MEHUJIOCh M OH BIPYT OKa3aJicsl Ha UyXKOM IJIaHETe, B KJIETKE
Ha JiepeBe. JKajb, YTO HENlb3s MO3BOHUTH C TUIAHETH HA TulaHeTy. be3 MOOMIbHIKA OH 1yBCTBOBA
ceOs1 COBEpIIEHHO OECITOMOIITHBIM, CJIOBHO Y HETrO BBHIOVUTU TTOYBY M3-TIO/ HOT.

3atoueHue 3arsHya0Cch. Xenusi 1 CujibMa yroBapvBajid MaTh OCTABUTH MapHs cede, OTHAKO
Kapwust Obl1a HenpeKJI0HHA ¥ TPOAOJIKaia MCKaTh rokymnaresis. OHa 60su1ach MPOJEIEBUTh, TOITOMY
3aJI0MIJIa CIIMIIIKOM BBICOKYIO TIeHy. Kpome Toro, el HyXHO ObLIO M poBaThCs, OBITh KpaiiHe 0CTO-
POXHOH, Belb MPEJIOKEHUE O MPOJAKe YelOoBeKa ObUIO MPOTUBO3AaKOHHBIM. CHENKH CPHIBAJIHCH
OJIHA 3a JIPYTOil.
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006 stom JIEéxe KaxIplil IeHb pacCcKa3biBaM CECTpbl. HanBHBIC M IIMHUYHBIE OTHOBPEMEHHO,
JEBYIIIKA OTHOCHIIUCh K HAMEPEHUIO MaTepH MPOIaTh MApHS JIOBOJILHO CIIOKOWHO.

«KoHeyHOo, OHY TTPUBBHIKJIM JIEPKATH JIOJIEH B 3aTOUEHUH U OT/IaBaTh MX HA MIEPEBOCIIUTAHNUE 32
JeHbI'», — aymait Jléxa.

OH BcnomHuJ, Kak Cutaiica yMosisiia BBIKYIIUTD €€.

Ot cectép Jléxa no kpynuiam y3HaBas o ku3Hu Ha Jluarope. Ilo ux cioBam, B ropone Kyp-
Typ KUJI IEPCOHAN, OOCITYKUBAIOIIVIA KAPAaHTUHHYIO 30HY «BommeOHslit tec». Kapus Obuia HaYa b-
HUIIEeW KOJIOHWH, a caM «BoJmeOHbIi j1iec» — 4eM-TO BpOjie UCTIPABUTEILHOTO YUpPEKICHHS, I B
BUCSTYMX JOMHKAX CHJICTU MPECTYIMHUKU. TeppUTOPHIO OXpaHSITH MTMKOPbI — XUIITHUKH, KOTOPbIE He
TMO3BOJISITA 3aKJIIOYEHHBIM CITyCKaThCS HA 3€MJTIO, a 3a0[JHO CIIACATU MOCENOK OT HOUHBIX TPHI3YHOB,
OypesuMOoB.

Kak sxe eMy moBe3sno, 4To B JieCy OH He CTOJKHYJCS ¢ mukopamu. A Cuaiica He moOosiiach
1 nodesxasia ¢ HAM 110 3eMJIe.

Ota JeBylIKa He BbIxoauiaa y JIEXu u3 ronoBbl. AX, Kak ke OHa OTJIMYAJIACh OT MPEXHUX €ro
TMIOZIPYKeK, MPeJCTABUTEIbHHUII INIEMEHU «4Yero He C/IeNaeib paau KpacoTe». A Cunaiica Oblia Kpa-
CHBa OT MpUPOIBI, Oe3 BCSIKOM KocMeTukH. HaBepHoe, 1 Ha 3emile ecTbh Takue ke Heroj/iesbHbIe
KpacaBHIlbl, HO MHOTHE MMOPTUIIM MIPHUPOAHYIO KPACOTY HEYMENIbIM MaKUSIKEM.

JIéxa Jacto u mogosry Bepren B pykax nogapeHHsiii Cuiaicoil MeJaiboH U yMaJsl: €CJIU BCE,
yTO roBopAT npo JIuHropy, npasna, To Cuiaiica He cymaciueias 1 He npecrynuuua. Cepatie oT3bl-
BaJIOCh yXaHbEeM Ha JII0OYI0 MBICTTH O Held. JIExa maske cTaim oOqyMBIBaTh CIIOCOOBI €€ OCBOOOKICHUS,
XOTsI caM CHJIEJT TIOJl 3aMKOM.

Hwudero myTHOro oH Tak 1 He IPUAYMAJL: ABEPH B IMOJBAJI HUKOT/IA HE OTKPBHIBAJIUCH, Yepe3 JIIOK
OH HE MOT' BBIOPAThCsl, HOUBIO COEXaTh W3-3a MUKOP ObLIO HEBO3MOXKHO, a JHEM K HEMY HHUKTO He
npuxoan — tonbko Kapusi 6pocasna B ok ey v Bomy. JI€xa sxan moaxoasimero MOMeHTa, HO JTHU
UM, @ CYACTJIMBBIN CTy4ail HEe MOIBOPAYUBAJICS.

Torna oH pemm cenarh MOAKOII oL OKHOM. JIEXa OTOTHYJI JICT MAHEW U HaYaJl TOMAIlIHUMU
KJII0YaMH KOBBIPATDH 3€MJTIO TI0]] OKOHHOM HHUIIIEH. X0po1Io, 4To pu oObicke CribMa He Haluia 3a/-
HUE KapMaHBI, T7Ie Jiexkasia CBsI3Ka Kiouer u oierika. OauH K04 ObLT UTMHHBIN, OCTPHINA 1 JIOBOJIBHO
MIPOYHBIN: ero prQIEHBIH CTePKeHb XOPOITIO BXOIWI B TOYBY U OTKOBBIPUBAIT OOJIBIIINE KOMbSI TJTUHBIL.
O1u koMKH JIEXa BTanThIBa B CHIPOM MMOJ MOIBAJIA.

OH Tak yBi€Kcs pabOTOH, YTO HE 3aMETUII, KaK OTKpPbLIach Oesasi ABEph U Ha MOpore MOsIBU-
nack Kapus ¢ Becsiom HaniepeBec. [lapeHb He ycrien u cjioBa cKa3aTh, KaK MOIIHbIA HEBUIMMBIN y1ap
oTOpoCHII ero K cTeHe. JIExa 0OMSsIK M MOTepsisT CO3HAHUE.

&k

OuHysICSl OH CBSI3aHHBIM TI0 PyKaM M HOTaM, C 3aKJICCHHBIM PTOM. PyKu M HOTM 3aTEKJIH, TeJIO
OHEMEJIO, a JIEBYIO CTYITHIO BOOOIIIE CBeJIo cynoporoi. JIéxa ¢ Tpyaom noBepHyJcs Ha O0K. 3a OKHOM
OblTa HOYb, HO Yepe3 HEeIJIOTHO 3aKPBITHIN JIIOK B KAMOPKY MPOHHUKaJ cBeT. OH 3amMbluall, THITasCh
MIPUBJIeYb BHUMAHHUE CECTEP, OAHAKO HaBEPXY CTOsLIa TUIIMHA.

Y1pom no JIéxu nonecnuch ronoca. B komHaty Bomia Kapust u kakoi-to myskuuHa. [losisie-
HUE MYXKYMHBI ucryrano JIEXy: oH mogymal, 4To 3a HUIM MPHIIET OKYIaTesb, OMHAKO U3 Pa3roBopa
BCKOpE TIOHSLI, UTO 3TO HE TaK.

— Kak noxkuBaeTr Most MuJIasi TalKa’? — UrpyUBO CIPOCHIT MYKUMHA.

— Cockyumiach — He 3Halo Kak! — npoBopkoBasia Kapus. — Yero npusés?

— Bcé€, uto npocuia, npuBes.

— Xaps Huuero He niepeaaBaii? JleHer He npuchLIan?

— Kapus, ckonbko Tebe aeHer HyxHO? Kyna Thl uX 31ech Tpatuiib? XapH Kaxaylo HeJemo
MPUCHUIAET TeOe COTHU IeJUiepoB — Tebe BCE Masio. 3auem Tede JAeHbIM B 9TOU IyIm?
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— Yto06sI BEIpBaThCs OTcIona. Ha Ounaitnep korumo. Jlioomo komgopt. Ha ¢popecmodue qaneko
He yieTunib. HeT y MeHst BpeMeHu 1enblil yac qooupatbest 10 CaHTamy, a emme cTosi, MTHOTAA U 1O
OokaEM. A Ha OustaiiHepe Best Jopora — MsATh MuHYT. Uyerns pasuuity? Jasaii, [limMaH, nepekaurBaii
ckopee. CKOJIbKO MY>KeHEK mpuciian?

— IlaTbcot nennepoB. A pasperieHue Tede qJaayT Ha MOKynKy OwnaitHepa? C IBaamaTh BTOpOn
CTENeHbI0 CBOOO/IBI OMTaliHep HEe TIOJIOKEH.

— MHe nonoxeH. {1 roccnyxamas. Pazperienre MOXKHO KyIUTb.

— Pasperienre OyeT CTOMTh TOPOKE MAIITMHBI.

— C penpramu Kak-HHOyIb pa3zoepych. Jlydine ckaxu, Kak MOXUBAeT MOW CHIHOYEK, MOW
MastieHbkuil Omn? Ckydaet o mame? KoHeuHo, ckydaeT — oOIiaeMcsi OiiH pa3 B MecsIl.

— Hanpky comait TBo¥ chiHOUYeK. Hapyrmn 3akoH o 3amuTe poOOTOB. XapH OYeHb pa3o-
smuicst. OH IOTpaTwil yiMy IeHeT Ha 3Ty HSIHBKY, a Tereph eMy NMPUAETCS U 32 PEMOHT IUIATUTh, U
mrpad 3a HaCUJIME B CEMBE.

— Jloxwuiim — Tenephb 3aKOHbI POOOTOB 3aAIUIIAIOT. .. S He yauBIIsock, 4to OJuty cioMa 3Ty
3aBOAHYIO TETKY. OTHSIM peOEHKA y MaTepH, OTIATH KyKJle Ha BOCIMTaHKe. XapH, HeOOCh, LIEIBIMU
JTHSAMU Ha padoTe, a peOEHKa Jake HEKOMY OOHSITh.

— O yxe OOMBIIION, eMy TBOM OOBATHS HE HYKHBI.

— A TBI-TO KaKko# OosbImoi! Yero x Jie3erb, OOHUMAThCsA? A MaJIbUUIIKE BCETO CEMb JIeT.

— Jlagno, Kapus, He Bopun. He Hamu Takoii nopsaaok 3aseaéH. Y O Bc€ ectb. OH, K cya-
CTBIO, KHBET C OTIIOM, a He B KazapMme. Ycrokorics. [Toraém syuiiie B OaBaIbYMK OOHUMATBCS. S
TOPOILTIOCh, MHE €€ K MaTepH 3aeXaTh HYXKHO.

— Henb34 B noiBajibyuK.

— A k10 y Te6s1 Tam? [Ipu3HaBaiics-ka!

— Jla 3aymio ero. JIuBHU ObUTH.

— Xoporo, naBai 371ech OOHUMATHCSI.

— Her, IuM>3H, 1eBOYKH BOT-BOT BepHYTCs. S Buepa otmyctuiia ux B CaHT?/1M Ha NIPa3IHUK
KomenbkoB. Cunbme MaiihoH crienaior.

— Crapmas, Xemusi, y TeOsl TakOW KpacaBUIEW CTAHOBUTCS, — MYKUMHA MPUIMOKHYJ
ryoamu. — CKOJIbKO el Jiet?

— Xenuio octaBb B iokoe! Yobio! — npurposuia Kapus. — Ona TBOsI poiHasi IJIEMSIHHUIIA.
Haxe He mymaid.

— PeBnyemis? Torga nonum Ha yepravok.

— Toromgu. ITopa KOPMUTH «JIeCHBIX NTamiek». Hamo Obl KyXHIO OTKPBITh. POPCMOOHITL MHE
3apsu. [TpuBE3 sHEprodoku?

— Tlpusés, npuses. [omwm, 3apsoky. Ha yepmpadok?

— AX, Kako# Tbl HETEPIIEJIUBbII.

— Kapus, ¢ T060i1 1 ¢riermatik cTaHeT HeTepreauBbM. UepToBKa, Kak ke Thl XOpOoIla U
cesxal

— Hy noiiaém, nogxamum.

3acKpunesny CTyNeH! JIECTHUIIBI, TOJI0Ca CTUXJIH.

Bcé€ 310 Bpems JIExa nbitasicst 0OHapyKUTh ceOs1, HO BMECTO KPHKa y HEro MoJIy4aaoch TOJbKO
[JIyX0€ MBblYaHHE.

Bckope oH ycablinan, Kak 10Moi BepHy/Mch cécTpbl. He Halias matepu, oHU cpasy e CITyCTH-
Juch K JIExe B moaBas.

— Bennskeuka, — oxana Xenmust, n300paxasi COUyBCTBHE.

Omna focrana u3-3a nosica mpeiMeT, TIOXOKHIA Ha OPYCOK.

— INoaepsxu, — monpocuiia OHa CecTpy v HakJIoHWIach Haj JIExoi. — S oTkiiero mieHky. MHue
HYXKHO TeOsI TPOCKaHUPOBATb.
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— IMuth, — npoxpunen JI€xa, korma Xenusi, 00ILHO IEPHYB, CHSJIA JIUIIKYIO JIHTY C €r0 pTa.
— Jlaii BOzIbI ¥ Pa3BsIKU, TTOKA s1 HE OKOUYPHWIICS. Y MEHs BCE TeJI0 3aHEMEIO.

Xenuvsi OTCTerHysa ¢ nosica pIsbKKy U no3posiuia JIExe cienarh HECKOJIBKO INIOTKOB.

— [loTtepriu HEMHOrO, — CKa3aJia OHa U IIEMHY/Ia eMy Ha yX0: — JIHEM He Mory, MaMa YBUJIUT.
S npuny HOUBIO.

— Pa3Bsiku MeHs cefiuac, oka sl He peBpaTuiics B MyMuUIo, — B3Mosuics JIExa.

JleBy1iika HeMHOTO ocaduiia BEpEBKH U IIOMOTJIa eMy cecTh. 3ateM 3abpasa y CHilbMbl Tipe-
MET, TIOXOXHI Ha OPYCOK.

W3 Opycka BbIIBUHYJACH TEJIECKONMUECKasi TPyOOUKa, Ha KOHIIE KOTOPOH PacKpbLIach MOJy-
cepa. JIExy ocnenuiia sipkasi BCIIbIIIIKA.

— Y10 3T0? — COPOCKJI OH, 32KMYPHUBIIKCH.

— Mynbrrckan. Kymunu B CanTamnm.

Xemnusi HarpaBUjIa YCTPOKMCTBO Ha MApHsI, YAMBIEHHO BCKUHYJIA OPOBU U HE ylepKajlach OT
BOCKJIMLIQHUS:

— Oii! Tol kTO?

— JHen IIuxTo, — 3510 KPUKHYJI OH.

Xenus creliasa CTpallHble I1a3a U TYT JKe 3aKJIensia emy por.

— Yro? Yro Tbl TaM yBUAEa? YTO NOKa3asl MyJIbTUCKaH? — 3aBOJIHOBaj1ach CuiibMa.

— 3Haelb, CeCTpEHKA, UU-Ka Thl OTyJIsiid. OcTaBb HAC! — HEOXKUIAHHO PE3KO BOCKJIMKHYJIA
Xenus.

— Cama uau rynsi, — 3aaprauniack Cuibma.

— Viiau! — paccepauBIINCh, PUKa3aia Xeaus.

— Emé yero! — CusnbpMa BcTana B 000pOHUTETBHYIO MO3Y.

[Nocne HepONTUX MpeNUpaTebCTB OHU 00€ TIOKMHYJIH MOABAJ, HO M HABEPXY IMPOIOJIKAIIH CIIO-
pHTB.

— He cmeit 6ostbItie kK HeMy TpUOIMKAThCS! — KprJasia cTapiiasi.

— U 1HI HE cMel.

— On onacen! On He yenoBek! [1o kpaiiHelt mepe, He COBCEM YeJIOBEK.

— A K10 %€ oH Torna? Pobor? — moIBITEHBAIACh MIadIias.

— Iloka He 3Ha10. Ho MyJIbTUCKaH €ro He pacnio3Ha€ET. Y HEro HeT JIMYHOCTH, MacropTa Her.

— V Hero ecTb nacnopt — TaTyMpoBKa, JPaKOH.

— Her.

— Kak 310?

— A BOT Tak!

— 3HauuT, Mama 3ps ctapaercsi?

— [Ha, 3ps. Y He€ OyayT KpynHble HENPUSATHOCTH.

— Ho on xe ect! 3Haunt, OH He PoOOT.

— 4 noka He 3HaO! — B3BOJHOBAHHO TOBOpUJIA cTapiias. — Ha MHBUTpUKa OH TOXe He
noxox. Ho oH TouHO He yenoBek. CMOTpH: 31€Ch IOTKHBI ObITh IAHHBIE TTACTIOPTA, a MX HeT. Bec ecTh
— NATHIECAT CEMb KWJIOIPAMMOB, POCT €CTb — METP BOCEMBJIECAT CEMb. A MapaMeTpbl 310POBbs
HE OMpeessioTes, U Jajblie mycto. BooOme mycro! Hu mMmenu, Hu craryca, HU CTETIEHHM CBOOOBI.
OH He 4YeJIoBeK.

— MoxeT ObITh, OH KuOOpr? — npeanonoxuna Cunpma. — [loaToMy Ha Hac He pearupyer.

Bapyr Xenus axnyna:

— A 4TO, €ClTM OH U3 «YKCTHIX», HEMPOIIUTHIA? A Mama ero ykpana... Of, 4ro Oyzer. ..

Hagepxy noBuc:io gonroe monrdanve. Bugumo, oT Takoi MBICTH UM 00EMM CTaJIo He 1o cede.

— Her, 310 HEBO3MOKHO, — HakoHel TUXO ckazasa Cuiipma. — IT1o npocto Mud. Hukakux
«YUCTBIX» HE CYILIECTBYET.

— Mu¢ He Mug, MBI TOYHO He 3HaeM, — 03a00UEHHO BO3pasuia Xeusl.
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— MoskeT ObIThb, BCE-TaKM pOoOOT? — CIIPOCHIIA MJTa Iast PUITYIIEHHBIM IOJIOCOM.

— Moxert ObITb. .. Eciii Ob 9T0 ObLTT OOBIYHBIN YeIOBEK, OH Obl BET ceOs1 mo-apyromy. A mpen-
JIOXWIa eMy Maii(oH, a eMy ¥ TTO3BOHUTHh HEKOMY. Y Hero HeT OJM3KUX, HeT apy3ei. OH podot. He
cMell K Hemy XoauTh. Uykoil poOOT HempecKa3zyeM 1 MOXeT ObITh OIaceH.

— A ToI?

— A 4 TOKHA BBISICHUTB, KTO OH.

— He passi3biBaii ero. BozsMu ¢ coboii mokep.

— 4 cama 3Hato0, 4TO AenaTh. TOJBKO He MelIail MHE.

3ackpunenu crynenu — Kapus u [IluMaH criycKayluch ¢ BEpXHETO 3Taxa.

— JleBOYKH, He ccopbTech, — pasfalics cyacTMBbIii rosoc Kapuu. — Cmotpurte, KTO K Ham
npuexai: Haw goporoit Iuman. Yro oH Bam npuBé3? Hoble Hapsaapl! [JaBaiite npumepum.

— Tlokaxu cBoyi maiioH, Cunbma. — BKIIoumiicsl B pasroBop dumsH. — Hy, BoT, Tenepb
OpacyieT HOCUTh He 00513aTeJIbHO.

JIéxa ObLT B IIOKE OT YCIIBIIIAHHOTO M 3JIWJICS Ha XeJUIo 3a TO, YTO OHa He pasBs3aiia ero. U
MOYeMy OHa pelluiia, YTo OH He yesioBek? Kak oHa Morsia nmpuHsTh ero 3a podora? U mouemy ero
BEC — MATHAECAT CEMb KMJIOTPAMMOB, KOTJJa OH JIOJDKEH BECHTh BOCEMBIECAT ceMb? Kakoii ke oH
kn6opr? Cama oHa Oe3aylIHass MeXaHUUYecKast KyKJa, sTOHCKas Kapakypu-HUHTE. OH el IOKaxeT.
OH BceM nokaxer. O0g3aTeNbHO TOKAXKET, YTO OH YEJIOBEK.

Tonbko 3aueM JOKa3bIBaTh?

OH npocTO OTOMCTUT €M, 3TOM KapaKypH-HUHTE.

&k

Housto Xenus cyctuiach k JIExe B nonBaipuuk. OHa 00TEPIA €ro JMIO BIaKHBIM MOJIOTEH-
1ieM, yopasa KJIsil U pa3Bsi3ajia BEPEBKH.

— Orpixait moka, — cKasajia oHa. — $1 CXOXKy MpUHeCY 4T0-HUOY/Ib TOECTh.

Xemnusi BepHYJIach ¢ KOP3MHOM e/ibl ¥ TUThs. JIéxa mepBbIM AenoM HaOpocuics Ha Boay. OH
Ka/IHO TIWJI, 3aXJIEOBIBAsICh U OOJIMBAsICh, 3aTE€M pacTHpall 3aHEMEBIIINE PyKU 1 HOTU. Bc€ 310 Bpems
OH He MOJHUMAJT Ha XeJUIO IJIa3 ¥ YyBCTBOBAJ ceOsl TOJaBJIeHHbIM U HECUACTHBIM.

Korma neno momnuio g0 exwl, JIExa 3a0uics B yroi U el ’agHo, JaBsch U Kanuiss. Bpemst ot
BPEMEHU OH MOJI03PUTEIBHO MOMISbIBAJ Ha JIEBYIIKY, OKMAasl, KOIJa ke OHA HAYHET BBISCHSATD,
POOOT OH UJIH HET.

Xenus Tprcesia Ha Kpail TolmyaHa 1 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs MOJTJa HaOMoasa 3a HAM.

— Auekcell, — obpartuiiach OHa K HEMY, MPUABUHYBIIUCH OJIMXKe, — MoYeMy Thl KO MHE PaB-
HoxyieH? S Tebe coBceM He HpaBmock? W Tel He HacTosmi YesoBek ? [TpusHaiics, Tel 3p-MeH?
Po6ort?

JIéxa orpeI3HyJICS C HAOUTBIM PTOM:

— 4 30m0u!

— 41 Beap KpacuBas? — crnpocuiia Xenusl, KOKETJIMBO CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY.

— Hwnué tak, — orBeTmn JIéxa.

— A TBI KO MHE PaBHOAYIIIEH.

— Jla HeT, — cBepkHYJ m1a3amu JIExa, — s TeOs1 IPOCTO HEHABUKY.

Xemnusi MpUABUHYJIACH elIé ONnKe.

— A MHe TbI HpaBuIibes. U s xody, 4ToOBI ThI OCTAJICS 3/1ech HaBceraa. 1 Bepio, 4To Thl HACTO-
SIIMIA YeJI0BeK, a MyJIbTUCKaH, BO3MOXHO, HercnpaseH. Ho, noxanyiicra, JOKaXu, 4TO Thl HACTOSI-
1005078

— Kposb nmyctuts? — cripocuin Jléxa.

— Her-ner, — ynpiOHynach Xenust. — CKaxH, Tjie TBOU JIOKYMEHTHI?

— Mowu TOKYMEHTBI — 3TO YCBbI M XBOCT, — OTBETWJI JIEXa ciioBamu Kota MarpocKuHa.
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Xenus 3aCMessach:

— Kakoii xBoct? ¥ Te0s1 HEeT XBOcTa.

— A THI TPOBEPS.

Xemnusi jocTaia U3 KOp3WHbBI OyTHUIKY TIKBOWH.

— Brineii. BocctanoBu cuJibl.

Ot T3kBoOMM JIéxe crano jerde. Xenusi Toxe XJIeOHYyIa HAMMTKA W MPUIBUHYJIACH K TIAPHIO
BIUIOTHYI0. OHM MOJTYaJIM U CMOTPEJIM B OKHO, CKBO3b KOTOPOE B KOMHATKY IIPOHUKAJT OJIETHBIN CBET
mtaneTs! [Topkyc. IloBucia nonras tvimyHa. Mexly HUMUA BO3HUKJIA CTPaHHAs HEJIOBKOCTB, U JIExa
noasies1, 9to pssaom HeT CUJIbMBI: Ta BHOCHIIA B X OTHOILIEHUsI CyMOYyp U CyeTy, IpeBpaiiasi BcE
B UTPY WU CKaHAAJL.

bBupro3oBeIil cBeT MIaHeThl ouepurBail Ha cteHe npoduib Xemuu. JI€xa cies3 ¢ 1epeBsiHHOro
HACTHUJIA, TTOJOIIEN K 3apelieuéHHOMY OKHY U 3a0pajicst Ha TaOypeTKy.

— Crpannas cerogus JlyHa, — ckasaj OH, 4TOOBI IIpepBaTh MOTYAHHUE.

— 970 [Nopkyc, — nomnpasuiia ero Xeus.

JIéxa ne cran crioputs. [Tycts Oynet I[Topkyc.

3a OKHOM COBCEM OJIM3KO 3aBbLT JIMKUI 3Bepb. EMy OTBETHII BTOPOIA, ¥ OHU 3aBbUIM BMECTE.
Tak oOmanuch MMKopsl. OHU TOJOCHIIM TIONEPEMEHHO: KOTa 3aMOJIKaJl OJMH, HOTY TOIXBaThIBAT
JPYTOM, a TOTOM CHOBa 00a — TO Ha IMOJITOHA BHBIIIIE, TO HUKe. B 3T0i quikoi 3BepuHoi niecHe JIExe
YYyIWIOCh YTO-TO MpavyHOe U 3j0Beliee. [IpoTskHbI BOM XUIIIHUKOB HAIOJHSI €r0 TaKOW TOCKOM,
YTO €My CaMOMY 3aXOTEJIOCh 3aBbITb.

— Yero 3T0 OHM CErofHs Tak pa3BbLIMCh? — crpocuil JIExa, TOTOBBIN pacIIakaThCsl.

— bpaunas nopa, — THxo npousHecna Xenus.

JleBy1ika Toxe Mofouuia K OKHy. YTKHYBUIMCH F0JIOBOH JIEXe B Ipy/ib, OHA JIETOHBKO ITPOBEJa
JIAJJOHBIO TI0 €r0 HOTE.

JITMHHBIE BOJIOCH AEBYIIKH IIEKOTAINA EMY PYKY.

«Yero s xay? — nonyman JIéxa, ornyléHHslid HapacTalommm BoeM. — Kpacuas nHoruia-
HETSIHKa OTKPOBEHHO COOJa3HsIeT MeHs. A BIPYr CMUJIOCTHBUTCS M MOMOXET cOexarh. DTa Kapa-
Kypu-HUHTE. .. Hacnaxaiicst ObiTuem, napsi! B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, U 3Ta TOXe MPOHIET».

OH BCIIOMHUJT HAJIMIUCh HA CBOEM TIEPCTHE.

JIéxa cnpeIrHYJ ¢ TAOypETKH U MPOIIENTal:

— Hy, TbI MeH# gocTtana, Kpouika. 51 ke He kele3HbIN.

OH nogxsatui1 XeJuIo U OIyCTUJICS C HEW Ha TOITYaH.

B 310T MOMEHT HaBepXy XJIOMHYJIa KPBIIIKa JIIOKA.
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I'nasa 3. Ilo0Oer

Vrpom JIExy pa3oyamna Cunbma. OHa mpucena Ha Kpail ToIYaHa |, C TPYCThIO IJIsi/Isl Ha CIIsi-
I1Iero MapHs, MpoBOpYaIa CKBO3b CKaTble 3yObl:

— 3ps Th e€ BbIOpas1. 3ps... Hamo Ob1o MeHs BbIOMpaTh. Sl mepBast TeOs Hamwia, 1 Xerus
TeOs1 HE MOTyYHUT.

JleB4OHKa IIyMHO B3[I0XHYJIa, IIMBITHYJIa HOCOM, Noriaauia JIEXy 1o rjedy v Hadajla TOpMO-
LINTB!

— Ipockmaiicst! Anekceit, ObicTpei, pockimnaiics. 1 Tede moMory, XoTh Thl U TIpeJal MEHsI.

— Hukoro 5 He npeasaj, — 3eBasi U MOTATUBASACH, MpodopMoTai JIExa. — A nmoarsaasBaTh
HEXOPOLLIO.

— 41 orBe3y 1eds B ropon, — nepeduna ero Cubma. — £ ormyckaio Teost.

VY JIéxu OT 3THX CJIOB COH KaK PyKOW CHsuI0. OH OTKHHYJ TPANUYHOE OLESIO U PE3BO CEll,
©0sICh IPOM3HECTH JIMIITHEE CJIOBO, YTOOBI HE CITYTHYTh y/auy.

CunbMma He mytria. OHa oJoIIa K ABEPY KaMOPKU M BCTaBMIIA KJIIOY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBAXKUHY.

— Tonbko He B3ayMail OexxaTh — MUKOPBI Ha BOJIEe, — Mpelypeana OHa, IOYYBCTBOBAB €r0
TOTOBHOCTb J1aTh AEpY. — Jlenau, uTo cKaxy.

Ho kax TosbKO ABEph OKa3asach He3anepToH, JIEXa OTTONKHYJI AEBYOHKY U MUIOM OUYyTHIICA
y BBIXOJA.

— Jlypak! — 3aBu3kasna BHu3y CuibMma.

Omna 6pocuiack 3a JIEXOH BOOTOHKY M CHOTHIKAsICh Ha JIECTHUIIE, MCTOLIHO KpUyaJa:

— Croii! He Bbixoau! Tam nukopst!

JIéxa Ha 3T1OT pa3 ObL1 ocTopoXkeH. [Ipesk/ie yeM BBICKOUMTh U3 JJOMA, OH IIPUOTKPbLI JBEPb
Y BBIISIHYJ HapyKy. D70 ero u cnacio. Ha kpbuiblie, 3aropaxuas 00630p, CTOsIa BbICOKas O0UKa
C IIMPOKMMH OOPTHKAMH M KPIOYKaMH IO TIEPUMETPY, a BO JBOPE Mepes TOMOM CHJIES OrPOMHBIH
JIOXMAaThIi cepbIi 3B€pb. HMKHAA 4emoCTh MOHCTpa YIpOXKaIoIIe BblIaBaJIaCh BIIEPEN, JEMOHCTPUPYS
OCTpbI€ JJIMHHbBIE KENThIE 3yObl. Y3KHE KpacHbIe [71a3a CMOTPEIX HE MUTasi, CIOBHO CTEKJISIHHBIE.

«IIukopa!» — cpazy noragancs Jléxa.

3Bepb U3aJT PacKaTHCTHI PhIK, OCKAJIMB BEpXHUE 3yObl, pacTylye B 1Ba psiga. Ha ero perya-
HHE OTKJIMKHYJIACh €€ MapoyKa TaKMX )K€ UyIOBHII, IMOKa3aBIIMXCSA M3-3a capas. JIExa OblcTpo
3aXJIONHYJI IBEpPb. JINIIO €T0 BBITAHYIOCH OT PAaCTEPSIHHOCTH, B3IVIA/ UCITyTaHHBIX I71a3 HA MTHOBEHHE
3amep, 3aTeM OeCIOKOWHO 3a0era B MOMCKaxX MpeaMeTa, KOTOPhIM MOKHO ObUIO Obl 320JIOKUPOBATh
JBEPD.

CuibMa K 3TOMY BPEMEHH Y:Ke MOJHSIIACh U3 MOABAJIA U, HAIMEHHO YJIbI0asICh, TOPKECTBYIOLLE
KayaJia rojioBoi, cjioBHO ropopsi: «Hy Kyna x Tbl 0e3 MeHsA?» JIéxa Opocuil Ha IEBUOHKY CBUPETIBIiA,
3aTPaBJIEHHBIN B3I U IIPOU3HEC CAABIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— ThI xoTena youts MeHs, Ko3a!

CuiibMa axe OpoBbio He noBesia. OHa Jiepkajiach YBEPEHHO U CIIOKOMHO.

— Ckazana xe: 6e3 MeHs He BblOepelbCs.

JIExa NOKOPHO OIYCTUJI PYKH M IPUMUPUTEIIBHO CIIPOCHIL:

— A c To0oii BeiOepemcs?

B ero ronoce 3By4anu HOTKM COMHEHHMS.

— Hapno ycners, noka Mama He BEpHy/ach, — oTBeTHIa CuibMa.

JIéxa oOpey€HHO pa3BEN pykaMu:

— Jlagno, komanyi. Hageroce, Tel 3Haellb, YTO JEJIaTh.

JleBUOHKa HETOPOIUIMBO CHsJIa CO CTEHBI BECIIO U IPOTrOBOPWJIA — CHAyYaja C COXaJICHUEM,
IIOTOM YK€ C yrPO30U B IOJIOCE:

— Bce yexanu Ha ApMapKy, a MeHs He B3sUId. .. MeHs He B3sum!
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OHa KpHBO YCMEXHYJIach, MOJOIILIA K JBEPH, OTKPbLIa €€ HACTEKb U, YBUJIEB MOHCTpA, OBICT-
PbIM TOYHLIM JIBWKECHUEM BCKHHYJIA BECJIO, HAIIPABUB HIMPOKYIO IPUILIIOCHYTYIO YaCTb B CTOPOHY
[TAKOPBI.

— IpoBanusaii, yponei, — rpyoo psIBKHYyJIa OHA.

JIéxa He ycrblian BeICTpesia, HO MMKOPA y KpbUIblia U3/jaJla POH3UTENIbHBINA BU3T, IEPHYJIACh
1 OTCKOUYMJIa B CTOpoHy. CrjibMa, He OIycKasi OpyKusl, onToNKHYa JIEXy Kk Oouke.

— 3abupaiics cKopei.

— B 06ouky? — Jléxa 3amMerkaics.

— B ¢popcmoOmh.

[Mukops! He yxomuau. OHU CHIETN HENOAAIEKy, TOTOBbIe B JTIOOOH MOMEHT HaOpOCUThCS, U
JIéxa Gosics, 9To B O0OUKE CTaHeT emié OoJiee yA3BUMBIM.

— 3abwupaiics, roBopio, — MPHUKPUKHYJIA Ha Hero CriibMa pa3apaxkE€HHBIM, BHE3AITHO CTABIIIAM
CKPUITYYHM TOJIOCOM.

Bcé 310 Bpems oHa jAepxkajia MOHCTpPOB Ha mnpuuene. JI€xa, HepoBonbHO Bopua: «Hy Tb
CaJMCTKa», HEOXOTHO 3ajie3 B 00uKy. OH JorajpIBajics, 4TO 3TO 3a arperar: U3 OKHa CBOeW KaMOPKHU
yXke BHUJIEJ JieTaole O0YKU ¢ moapMu BHYTpU. Ho BCE paBHO He MOT TIOBEpUTH, YTO 3Ta cTapast
3aMbI3raHHast Kojiofa, kotopyo CriibMa HasbiBasia (popcMoOmiem, ceituac monetut. Bepxuuit 6op-
THUK efiBa joxonuit JIéxe /1o mosica, v apeHb ISl HAIEKHOCTH YXBATHIICS 32 KPIOUKH.

[Tukopsl, 3aMeTHB [BMXEHHE Ha KpbUIblle, IBUHYJIUCh K JoMy. CuibMa OCTaHOBMJIA X
HECKOJIbKUMU HECITBIIIHBIMU BhICTpesiaMu. OHa U3 MUKOP TOC/e HEBUAUMOTO yaapa CKpbUIACh 32
yIJoM JioMa. JIBe npyrue ocTajiuch, HO CTOSUTH, TIOKQYMBasiCh M OECTONKOBO O3upasich. OHU ObUH
TMOJTHOCTBIO JIE30PUCHTUPOBAHBL.

B stor MOMenT CuiibMa, He BBHIITYCKasi U3 pyK OpY:KHs, JIOBKO MepeMaxHyna yepe3 6opt dop-
CMOOWMJISI U BCTaJla BIUIOTHYIO K JI€xe. OHa moBepHyia OpacieT Ha pyKe, M U3 Hero pas3[ajics 3anm-
caHHbIH rosnoc Kapuu ¢ komana0ii:

— Jletum B CaHTSJII/I, KBagpaT TpUuAUAaTh YE€ThIPE, BJIAJACHHUC ABCHAAUATD.

B 1ot 3xe Mur pazourasi, odIaprnaHHasi, MeCTaMH JbIpsABast O0UKa pe3KO HaKpEeHWUJIACh, e/IBa He
BHITPSAXHYB JIEXy, M CTPEMHUTENILHO BBUIETENA U3-1101 HaBeca. JIExa, Iepkach 3a KPIOUKHU, HEYKJIIOKE
nipucelt, mpuaaBuB CubMy. OT UCITyTa ero rjia3a 4yTh HE BbUIC3IH U3 OPOUT, a U3 MEPEKOIICHHOTO
pTa BBIPBAJICS BOIUIb yKaca.

CusbMa 3710paJHO 3aX0X0Tajla M C HACMEIIIKOM cKazaa:

— UYro, ucnyrasicsi? Jlepxxuch, He 0OMOYKCH !

«Bot Mopna nmomoyas», — MBICIIEHHO 0003BaJl JIEXa TeBUOHKY.

OH moTepnuT, MOTEPIUT U BHICKAXKET BCE, UYTO O HEW TyMaeT, KOrjJa OHU MPU3EMJIIATCS.

dopcmobmITs oseTel Hagl «BommeOHbIM JiecomM». 3apOoCiv TMTAHTCKUX TPAOHOB TSHYJIMCH Ha
MHOrue kusometpsl. JIéxa Bcnomamn o Cuaiice: T1e-To TaM, B TUIETEHOM JIOMUKE, OHA OTOBIBAaeT
Hakazanue. B Ipyad CHOBa BO3HUKJIO CTPAHHOEC MIEMAIICE YYBCTBO YTpPAThI. )Kam,, YTO OH HE MOXKET
et nomoub. EMy oueHb xotenoch yBuzeTh Cuitaicy, HO OH 3HaJ, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

«3abepu MeHsI OTCI0/Ia», — BCIIOMHUJT OH €€ MOJISIIITUE B3TJISII.

Kax 651 oH xotei1, uToOsl BMecTo CrutbMbI ¢ HUM cefuac jetenia Cumaiica. Ho roe e€ uckars B
3TOM OecKOHEUHOM Jiecy? OH IOCMOTpEI Ha IEBUOHKY — 3Ta COTISTIKA BPSI/L JIM COTTIACUTCS TIOMOYb.
X, ObU1 OBl OH CcynepMeHoM — eMy Bc€ Obl1o Obl 1o Tuteuy! Ho ceituac Jléxa omrymman ceds Gecrio-
MOIITHBIM pEOEHKOM.

«Bome6nsIit iec» 3akoHUIICS, U (POPCMOOIITB TIONIETENT Hafl KENTHIMU U 3€IEHBIMU TTOJISIMH,
Haxjg H€O6LI‘IHO APKUMU CUHUMU 3apOCJIAMU, pa36aBJIeHH])IMI/I PO30OBBIMU IIATHAMMU. BCKOpe BHH3Y
MOTUTBUIM TIeW3aKU, HAIIOMHUHAIOIIVE 3eMHbIe: TJISIHIEBble OMPIO30BbIe 03Epa, OTpaxawolpe Hebo,
OypJisiiiiie peuku, eSO CPeTU BAyHOB, OBParoB M IBETYIUX TIOJICH.

V Jléxu cnauiio ropino. Moxert, BpyT emy o Jluarope? Ho rpaoHsl, mukopsl 1 (hopcMOOHIIH
COBCPUICHHO HE BITUCBIBAJIUCH B 3CMHYIO KAPTUHY MUpA. HpOJ]CTaIOH_II/Ie MUMO HEBUIAHHBIE MAIIINHBbI
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C TIOMSATHIMUA OOKaMHU, TIOXOKHE Ha OrPOMHBIE TEMHbIE (DMHUKH, U MaJIeHbKHE cepeOpHCThIE UPH-
kaOu TOXe SBJSUIUCH YOEIUTEIbHBIM JI0KA3aTeIbCTBOM TOTO, UTO TO COBCEM JIPYTOH, Uy:KOM MUP.

Ha npotsxkeHnu Becero myTu cpey 3apociieil AMKOU MpUpo/Ibl BCTPEYaIUCh MPOIUIEINHBL. DTO
ObLIN MOCEJIeHN 1, OKPYKEHHBIE BBICOKMMHU IPOYHBIME 3200paMu, 32 KOTOPHIMH PsIIaMH CTOSLITH yOO-
rue JOMUIIKU. C BBICOTH ITUYBETO IMOJIETa XOPOLIO TPOCMAaTpUBajach INIAHUPOBKA TaKUX TOCeie-
HuUM, Kotopble CriibMa YHOPHO Ha3blBaja ropojiaMu. DTH «TOPOia» CBEPXY HAMOMHUHAIU KPYIJIYIO
JOJbKY amesIbCHHA: YIUIBI UM paguaibHO OT LIEHTPa, a B CepeJHe BCEerja pacrioyaraiach JMoo
[UIOIIA b, INOO caMoe OOJIBIIIOE 3HAHHE.

HeoxunanHo ¢popcMoOmIb Hakpblla TeHb. JIEXa OMISIHYJICA: TMraHTCKas NTUIA, 3aKpbiBast
COJIHIIE, IOTOHSIA UX. TaKuX QUBHBIX, (PaHTa3UAHBIX TTHUI] C KYJPSBBIMH MEPbSMU U AJTMHHBIM TTbIIII-
HBIM XBOCTOM JIEXa BH/EN TOJIbKO Ha KAPTUHKAX B IETCKUX cKa3Kax. [1o Bcem 3akoHaM (pU3MKU ITULIA
TAKOTO pa3Mepa U C TAKUM XBOCTOM He JIOJKHA Oblla JIeTaTh — OCOOEHHO TaK BBICOKO M JIONTO, —
HO OHa JIeTesa M Jaxe IOroHsia (hopcMoOUIIb.

«MoseT ObITh, Ha 9TOM IJIAHETe PUTSKEHE MEHbIIIe, YeM Ha 3eMiie», — HaIEN 00bsCHEHe
JIéxa, moOysch NTUTIEH.

— Panyxnas kuBosb! — 00ecoKOeHHO BOCKJIMKHYNa CHilbMa M TYT K€ CXBaTHUJIAaCh 3a Opy-
XKHe.

Bosnpiol pa3HOLBETHBINM KyIpsABBIA XBOCT NTULIBI pa3BeBajics, Kak OrpoMHbIN uar. Pagyx-
Hasl KMBOJb clefaia Kpyr Haja (popcMoOuiem, MOAHSIIACh BBIIIE U 3aBUCIA HAJ HUM, TOTOBSCh K
permTenbHOMY MaHEBpy. JIExa yBuaes npssMo Haja coOoi e€ Gosbliie KOrThCThie janbl. OH 3amaxal
PpYKamu, 'POMKO 3aKpuy4aJl, HaJIesCh CIYTHYTh XUIIHUKA.

CubMa HeIOyMEHHO IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO KaK Ha Jypaka M ciesajla HECKOJIbKO BBICTPEJIOB U3
CBOEro «Becna». PanykHas KMBOJb cpa3y oTcTaja. M3/1aB ropTaHHbIN 3ByK, OHA PE3KO YIIIa BHU3.
Bckope e€ crityaT ckpbuics BAAM, HO JIEXa enie 10Jaro He MOT YCIIOKOUTBCS.

— Tb1, HaBepHOE, BHYYKa OA0BI-SITU: JIETACIIIb B CTYIIE, 3BEPH M MTHUILIBI TeOs1 OOSTCS, — HEPBHO
IIPOCHIIEJT OH.

— A xT0 310 — 6aba-sra? — crpocwia CuibMa.

— bBabka omgna B3mOpHas, — oTMaxHyics JIéxa, — Takas ke HempejcKazyemasi, Kak U ThI.
Jonro HaMm eIng neTeTh?

— Hepomnro.

W peiictBuTeNIbHO, BAAMM TNOKA3aJCsl TOPOJ, PACTSHYBILUICS Yy TOJHOXUS TOPHOU T'psifibl
BIOJb Oepera okeaHa. Ha Xonmax TeCHWIMCh, IPWIETIMBIIMCH APYT K JIPYTy, HEBBICOKHME OesloKa-
MEHHBIE JIOMa C TUIOCKUMH CBET/JBIMU KpbllaMu. CBepXy OHM HAIIOMHUHATM OECKOHEYHYIO JICHTY
nomuHO. JleHThl OeXai B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, Pa3BETBIISLINCH, 00pa3ysl 3alyTaHHblE JAOMPHUHTHL.
Benble «10pokKu» MOAHUMAINCH HA TOPKH, CITyCKAJIMCh B HU3UHBI U TEKJIU, CJIOBHO PEKH, OKpY:Kasi
[JIaBHYIO TUIOIIA/Ib B IeHTpe roposa. Cpeny Mpu3eMHUCThIX CTPOSHUI TYT U TaM B3/IBIMAJIUCh B HEOO
TOHKHE OalHu HeOOCKpEOOB. OHU BHIMISACIN OIMHOKUMHU U HEMPUKASHHBIMHU.

&k

Burmanue JIExu NpHUBJIEKIIM TPU 3aMKa, CTUJIM30BaHHbIE TIOJ] CPEJHEBEKOBYIO cTapuHy. Kax-
JBIiA 3aMOK OBUT MIOCTPOEH Ha BO3BHITIEHHOCTH M CBEPKAJl HA COJHIIE TaK SIPKO, YTO CJICTHJI Ij1a3a.
3aMK¥ ObUTH Pa3HBIX IIBETOB: KPACHBIM, KENTHIN 1 cuHMA. Camblil 00JbIION 13 HUX, CUHMIA 3aMOK,
HAXOJIMJICS Ha HEBBICOKOM IUIATO y caMoro Oepera okeaHa. B Tom crpoeHuu BCE ObIJIO CHHETO 1IBeTa:
HETPUCTYITHBIE CTEHbI, MHOTOUMCJICHHBIE OAIlTHY U OAIlIEHKU C BHICOKUMU 2Ky pPHBIMU OKHAMM, TIITTH-
nsvu 1 priaramvu. OT BeJTMUECTBEHHOTO COOPYKeHHUSI 3MEHKaMK pa30eraivch YJI0UYKH, IO 00EUM CTO-
pOHAM KOTOPBIX CTOSUTM MaJIeHbKHE JOMHUKHU TOTO ke CUHero orTeHka. Ha Gepery okeaHa pacrona-
rajicsi OOJIBIIION MOPT.
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JIBa Opyrux 3amMKa HaXOOWJINCh B TIIyOWHE TOpona, HO C BBICOTHI MOXHO OBUIO OTYETIMBO
yBUZIETh UX cHTy3Thl. He60 Hax ropoioM ObLIO 3aMOJIHEHO CKOPOCTHBIMH JIETAIOIMMU MAITUHAMM,
nostomy CuibMa pernia omycTuTh hopcMoOmh moHuke. JKEnToiii 1 KpacHblil 3aMK¥ CKPBUTUCH
u3 Buay. Tenepp CuibMa 1 JI€xa jieTeny movTH Haj 3eMJIER, U MOXKHO OBUIO PAaCCMOTPETD YJIHIIBI,
IOMa U Jaxke JIoAeH.

Bronb y3kux IOpOr CTOsUIM JUIMHHBIE OHOSTAXHBIE J0Ma ¢ HEOOIbIIMMU OKHaMu. C OTHOI
CTOPOHBI OT CTPOEHHI TSAHYJIACh KpacHasl JOpora ¢ OeJIoi MoJI0COoi, a C IPyroll — CUHSS ¢ KENTOU
nosnocoi. 1o kpacHo# gopore XOAW/M JIIOU, a TI0 CUHEW JBUTaJICsl HA3EMHBIN TPAHCIIOPT: BEJIOCH-
TieIbl, CAMOKATBI, CTPaHHBIE CTYJILUMKHU Oe3 KOJIEC, IJIaBHO TUIBIBYIIME Haj 3emMaeid. Ha crynpunkax
3a710M Hanepén cuaenu Jioau. [Ipoxoxux B 3TOT yac ObLJIO HEMHOTO, HO BCE OHM OBUTH OJIETHI B CHHEE.

Ha Bompoc, mouemy Bce B cuHeMm, CuiibMa OTBETHJIA, YTO cerofgHs JeHb KoponeBbl Cunero
3aMKa.

«Kakas crpannas nuBuiamzanms, — yausisuics Jléxa. — Kak B punbme “Kun-n3a-n3al”, roe
JIUKOCTh U TIepe/IOBble TEXHOJIOTUH CYIIECTBYIOT psinoM. U 3z1eck, Ha JIluHrope, iepeBsiHHbIE BEJO-
CUTIe[IbI, TUIETEHDIE IOMUKHU, HUIIKE JIEPEBYIIKU C HATYPAIBHBIM XO3SICTBOM, JJAOWPUHTHI U3 OHO-
STAXHBIX JJOMOB YXKUBAIOTCA C JIETAIOIUMHA aBTOMOOWJISIMH, YHUKAJIbHBIMUA CPEACTBAMU KOMMYHHU-
KaIllii, BCTPOCHHBIMU B TEJIO YeJIOBEKa, ¥ HOBBIM OpYkKHEM — YyibTpaiydoM. [1pu 3ToM Ha riaHete
JKUBYT TOJIBKO KEHIIMHBI U JIETH, a MYKUMHBI-OEI0JIard OCTAIUCh Ha APYTOM ITaHeTe».

JIéxa He xoten Obl kuUTh B TakoM mupe. Ho oH Obl1 31ech. Kak oH okazasncs Ha JIuHrope, oH
ce0s1 yKe He CITpaIIBal.

dopcmobms MuHOBaN CHHUE 3aMOK M HAIlpaBWICS B CTOPOHY TOPHOro xpeOTa. MecTHbie
ropbl BOJIM3M HAIOMUHAJIM TUTAHTCKHE KOPAJLIOBbIE pU(bI, KOTOPBIE CIIOBHO MO KAKOW-TO MPHUY/e
MIPUPOJBI OKA3TUCh Ha cyie. He XBaTasio TOMbKO phIOOK, CHYIOIIMX BOKPYT TUTAHTCKUX AJIbIIMOHA-
puii ¥ aKTUHUIA. BbIcOKasi KaMeHHasl CTeHa OTAesIa TOPOJ OT TUKOM MPUPOJIBI.

— Dro Bama cronmuua? — cnpocu Jléxa.

— Jla, — otBeTmia neBouka. — Harma mobumas cronuiia — ropof Tpéx koposes: CuHero
3amka, JKeénroro u Kpachoro.

— KoponeBbl — 310 Baim rnpaButenun?

— Her, — mornyna ronooii Cusnbma. — KoponeBoii MoxeT crarh JiioOast xeHiHa. Harn
npaButesb KUBET Ha [Topkyce. 1o Kapubax, To ects Kapu bady Xamu BomOup. A koposesa...
Crarh KOpOJIeBOM — MeuTa KaI0H KeHIIUHBIL. 1 Toxke Korga-HuOyab CTaHy KOPOJIEBOM.

B ronoce CuibMBbl OCITBIIIATHACH 3aBUCTIMBbIE HOTKH.

— 3ayeM BaM TpH KopoJieBbl? — cripocu JIExa.

— Tak npunsaTo. Tpaautus takast. Kaxapiidi ron Mbl BRIOMpaeM KOpoJieBy. B mpornmiom romy
BbIOMpaM koposieBy CHHEro 3amMka, B 3ToM BeIOMpaeM KoposeBy JKénroro, B criemyonieM Oyrnem
BBIOMpaTh KoposieBy Kpacaoro. 1o koHKypc. KTo mobeauT B BBIOOpax, Ta U cTaHeT KoposeBor. OHa
TIOJTy4YaeT BBICOKYIO CTeTeHb CBOOOBI M TPY rofja ’KUBET B MPEKPACHOM 3aMKe Ha TIOJTHOM obecrieye-
HUM, C IPUCITYTOW U OXPAHOU.

CunbMma cmotpesnia Ha CMHUI 3aMOK C BOCXMILEHUEM.

— A 4yepe3 Tpu rofia OHa ONsITh HUKTO? — cripocui JI€xa, crapasich nepekpuyarh IIyM BETpa.

JleByIiIka B3ApOrHYa, OTOpBaJIa B3MJIsA OT 3aMKa U (ppIpkHYIa. Hamys méku, oHa rpyoo cka-
3aja:

— fcHo *ke, uTo BRIOEPYT ApYyrylo. Bee XOTAT MOOBITH KOPOJIEBOH.

— 4 661 He xoTen, — ckazai JIExa. — [TpuBBIKHEIIb K POCKOIIY 1 MMOYUTAHUIO, & TOTOM CHOBA
B Kypryp?

CubMa noskasia 1jeyamu:

— A 0 yéM Torga Medrarb?

— Hy, He 3Ha10, — HEeyBEpPEeHHO MpOoTAHYI JIEXa.
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Ero nmiio crano o3adovyeHHbM. PaHblnie, Ha 3emiie, OH MeuTall O IeHbrax U KpyTOM aBTOMO-
oue, a ceftuac ot Obl BCE, JIMIIL Obl BEPHYTHCS JJOMOM.

Onu mponeteny BAOJIb TOPOICKON CTEHBI, NIEPECEeKIM BeCh TOPOA M Tenepb MPUOIMKAIIHCH
K OoKpanHe. OIHOSTaKHBIE IOMA U OTOPOKEHHbIE TBOPUKKM OOPA30BBIBAIM COBCEM YK 3aITyTaHHBIE
V3BUJIMHBL.

«Kyna xe mbl netnm?» — 3adecrniokomics JIeéxa.

CKOpO ropof] 3aKOHUUTCS, M HAUHYTCs HerpoxoauMble nedpu. A JIExa XoTen ocTaTbCs B IIUBU-
JIM30BAaHHOM MecCTe.

OH nepernyicsi uyepe3 60opT (opcMoOMIIsl, YTOOBI JIydllle pasmisgeTh OKpecTHOCTH. Mecto
ObLIO TIOIXOASIINM JIJIs )KM3HU: HE OYEHb JIIOJHOE, HO M He IMycThIHHOe. JI€xa HakyioHwmIcs K Cuiibme
Y KPUKHYJI €i [IPSIMO B YXO:

— 4 xouy ocrarbest B ropoje. [Tpuzemisiics 3aech!

CubMa 3aMOTajIa rojIoBOi.

— He nonyuwnrcs. {1 He Mory nomMeHsATh MapmpyT. IT0 MaMUH (POPCMOOWMIIb, ¥ OH JIETUT TIO
€€ MapIIpyTy.

Jléxa B BoiTHeHUM 3a0apadaHUI NabliaMu TI0 OOPTUKY (POPCMOOIISI M OECIIOKOMHO TIepeMHU-
HaJICsl ¢ HOTH Ha Hory. OH Jla)ke HECKOJIbKO pa3 MOATPHITHYI, CJIOBHO IBITAsICh MPUXKaTh OOUKY K
3eMJIe.

— Caxaii! — HacToitunBo TpeboBas oH, Tpsicsi CUIbMY 3a IUICUH.

— MB&I nouTH npuseTenn, — KpUKHYJIA OHA B OTBET M MOBEPHYJIAch K JIEXe oM.

BuesarHo Cuiibma omycTuIIa 171a3a, 3aMoprajia rycTbiMy pecHunamu. OHa OTKJIOHMIIACh Hasall,
3alpPOKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO TMOACTABJISS JIAIO JUIsl Toneysl. Boiockl BeIMamy U3 MpUYECKH, pac-
CHITIAJTUCh, U BETEp MOAXBATHII MX, 3arpenai. ['yObl IeByIIKM PacKpbLIUCh, AEPHYIUCH HECKOIBKO
pas, OyATO OHa XOTeJsa YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He pemmaiack. Ha MrHoBeHue B € 1i1a3zax mpOMeTbKHYIH
COMHEHHE U OOJTb.

— EmE He nmo3aHo, — HAKOHEI| cKa3ajla OHa OYEHb THUXO.

B myme Betpa JI€xa He pacciibliai CIoB, HO CMbICT NoBeeHUsT CUIbMBbI TIOHSLI.

— Tb1 yero? Jlepkuch, MajbllIKa, — CKa3ajl OH, JPYKECKH MOXJIONaB AEBYOHKY IO CITUHE.

— Tol nokasneers! — npoleauia OHa CKBO3b 3yOBbl.

3aTeM pe3KO OTBEPHYJIACh, CCYTYIMIACh M BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS JOPOTY CMOTpEJa TONbKO BHHU3,
Ha 3eMJII0.

«9X, BHIOpOCUTD OBl e€ u3 O0UKM», — MeJbKkHY/a y JIéxu masbHast Mbiciab. OH 3TO cenaer,
KaK TOJILKO OHM Tpu3eMiisiTcsi. OCTanoch HeIONro KAaTh.

Onu fonetenu A0 10KHON OKPArHBI TOPO/IA U 3aBUCIH HaJI IPOCTOPHBIM JBOPUKOM, OTOPOKEH-
HBIM C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI CTEHOM JIOMa, a C TPEX OCTAIBHBIX — BBICOKMM KaMeHHbIM 3a0opom. Pop-
CMOOMJTb MEJIJIEHHO OITyCTHJICSI B IIEHTPE TUIOMIAKH.

CunibMy 37€Ch, OKasblBaeTcs, Kaaau. JIExa Hampsrcsi, 3aMEeTUB y CTEHBl YETBIPEX KEHIIUH
JOBOJIBHO KPYITHOTO TEJIOCJOXEHUs1. PSI0M ¢ HUMU B BO3]yXe BUCEI HEOOMBIIIOH cepeOpPUCTBIN TUPH-
xa0mb. Kak Topko hopemoomits ¢ JIExoit u CuibMoid KOCHYJICS 38MJTH, BCE YEThIPE KEHITMHBI TTOBEP-
HYJIUCh B X CTOPOHY.

JIEXy HenpusATHO MOPa3UIM HECOPA3MEPHO JJIMHHBIE PYKU BCTPEUAIOIIUX.

«Kak y opaHryraHoB», — NojiymaJI OH.

MyckynucTtbie (pUrypsl KeHIIMH ObUTH BTUCHYTHI B TEMHO-CHUHUE OJIECTSIIINE TPUKO, OTJIMBAB-
IIie Ha COJIHIIE TOTyOOBaTO-3eIEHBIMU OMKaMu. B 9TOM oOaueHnn KeHIUHBI HaroMuHaM JIExe
JIOCHSIIIMXCS CHITBIX MUSBOK. KocTioMbl nomonHsum popMeHHble (hypakKu SPKO-pO30BOTO IBETA C
CUHUM OJIECTSIIIM KO3BIPHKOM M PEMEIIIKOM, 3aCTETHYTHIM Ha MO00POKE, a TAKXKE CTPAHHBIE, TOXO-
KM€ Ha JIOCTIEXU PO30BbIe I000UYKH M3 JIETIECTKOB IJIMHOM /10 cepenuHbl 6eapa. Kpome Toro, kaxaas
JKEHIIMHA Jiepkaia B pyKax JyOMHKY B CHHE-PO30BYIO TIOJIOCKY.
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JIéxa HacTOpOXMIICA: OH 3allOA03pUJI, UYTO TO COTPYIHMIIBI KAKOTO-TO CUJIOBOTO BEAOMCTBA
WA OXPAHHOI'O areHTCTBA. 3a4eM 3TU YyauIla 371ecb? Y napHsl B IpyAU CAABUIJIO OT IIPEAYyBCTBUS
HA/IBUTAIONIENCS KaTaCTPOQBbI.

BHesarHO Bce OXpaHHMIIBI OJHOBPEMEHHO TNPHBEIM B JIBUKEHHE CBOU PO30OBBIE I0OOUKH.
JlenecTku MpUNOIHSAIUCH, BCTAJIM TOPYKOM U PACKPBUIUCH BEEPOM BOKPYT TaJIMU, TPEBPATUBILKCH B
HEUTO MOoX0Xkee Ha OaNeTHYIO MavKy. DTO 3peiuIlie BhI3BaIO Y JIEXH MPUCTYIT HEPBHOTO CMeXa.

— Ceiiyac HAYHETCS TaHell MAJICHBKHX JieOesiel, — MpoOOPMOTaT OH CKBO3b CTpaXx.

[Monocareie TyOMHKY B pyKax OXpaHHMII He TTpeABeIaId HUIero Xopoirero, u JIExa uctepuaHo
KpukHy1 CubMme:

— Vneraem! 3aBoau cBOIO CTYyMYy!

Ho Cunbma MenaHXxoaM4HO OTBETHIIA!

— A MBI IpUEXANH.

He rsys Ha napHs, OHa BBIIPHITHYA U3 (POPCMOOHIIS.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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