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IIpoJior

IIponoe.

4 mta B GeyIoM MoIBEHEYHOM ILIaThe TI0 KOJOHHOMY 3aJly, TOfl PYKY C MYXKYMHOM, KOTOPBIH
SIBJISLICST OTLIOM HeBeCThl. MpaMOpHbIe KOJOHHBI ObLTM YKpalleHbl BbIOHAMU C OEJIbIMHU IIBETAMHU-
3BE3/1aMH, CaM MPaMop JaBajl OTTEHOK PO30BBIM, CO3JaBas atMocdepy Bocxoda. Bor u npuien
pelIaoIMii MOMEHT, Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT s CTaHy MMIIepaTpUIiei, a B OpadHyl0 HOUb 3aBEpIIy
CBOIO MHUCCHIO.

Mosi cembsi HAKOHEII-TO CTaHEeT CBOOOIHOM, a 51 CKOpel Bcero JMIIych roioBel. Ho He Oynem
3araJplBaTh, BCE K€ y MEHS MUMEJICA TUIaH OTCTYIUIEHUs, IIyCTh HEHAAEKHBIM, HO AaXe 3TO JIydlle,
yeM HA4ero. [1ogoias K BBICOKMM CTBOPYATBIM ABEPSAM, YKPALLIEHHBIM LIBETOUHBIMU BEHKaMU B BUJIE
Ceplell, Mbl OCTAHOBUJIHCH.

— Hy 4ro nouka, Tel roTOBa? — IPOrOBOPWJI CEOM MYKUMHA, IV HA MEHA C YMWJICHUEM.

Sl yneiOHynach eMy, Kak MOXKHO UCKPEHHEH, YTOObI He BbI3bIBATh MOJO3PEHUSI.

— Jla, otel, rotoBa.

OH KuBHYJI, CMaxHyJl HENPOLLIEHYIO CJIe3y U CTYKHYJI JBa pa3a B Asepb. [locipmanace My3bika
U Mepeji HAMU pacliaxHyJIMCh ABEPH, SBJIsAA COOPABIIMMCS B TPOHHOM 3aJie.

— Hesecra Ero Mmneparopckoro Bennuectsa, rpadpuns Karpuna ne bya, ¢ orom, rpadgom
Opwmanom zie bya.

3as B30pBaJICs alVIOAUCMEHTAMH, a £ 3aJiepKajla IbIXaHUE, UyBCTBYS, KaK TPACYTCA MOJKUIKI
Ha Horax. Cobepuck Moppu, 0cTajoch COBCEM HEMHOXKKO JI0 111, TaKOH MyTh POWAEH, OTCTYNATh
HEKYyJa.

MeHs noBesnu 1o KpaCHOU JIOPOXKKE MPSAMO K TPOHY, Ha KOTOPOM Boccezial umneparop. Jloan
BBIKPUKUBAJIH TTO3PABJICHHS], KeJIaJIM CYacThsl U 10O0BU MosonbiM. CTapasack Aepkarh YIbIOKY Ha
JMLe, XOTs B Aylle Iapuia naHuka. Eciu Obl He 5, TO UMIepaTop MOT CerogHs CTaTh CYACTIIMBBIM
MYKYMHOM, TIOJIyYUTh B KEHBI KPACABUILy KEHY M BCKOPE BO3MOXKHO cTarh OoTHOM. HoO yBBI, HE 1O
CBOEH BOJIE, KOHEYHO, MHE ITPULLUIOCh U3MEHUTB €TI0 IUIaHbl. KakIplii BBUKMBAET KaK MOXET.

Ilomoiina Kk TpoHy, OTell epean MO PyKy MMIIEPATOPY, KOTOPBIN YKE OKUAJ BO3JIE CTyIIe-
Hel. BMecte MBI IpoluM K apke, CTOSABILEN clieBa OT TpoHA. Boaiie anraps oxuja CBATON OTeEL, B
TOP>KECTBEHHOM PsICE, PACILIMTOM 30JI0TOM HUTBIO U C PACKPBITOM KHUTOM nucanus. [loBa3aB KpacHoi
JICHTOH HaIllM PYKH, OH CTaJl YATaTh 3aBET CEMEWHbIN, IEPUOIMUECKU OCEHSIs ceOsl M HAaC 3HAMEHUEM.
S morynwiia B3I B IOJ, CTapasich OTCTPAHUTHLCSA U HE CIIYIIATh, O YEM UAET Peyb.

MHe ka3ajoch, €y MPOITyCTUTh MUMO YILEH, TO 3TO HE TPEX, @ BOT CJIyIIATh ¥ IIOBTOPATH ITPO
ce0s1 3aBeI0MO JIOJKHbIE CII0Ba, rpex. [louyBCcTBOBaIA, Kak MMIIEpaTop CJIErKa CkKajl MOM MaJlbLibl, HO
I71a3 Tak W He MOIHsIa. bosiack, YTo MeHsl pacKpoIOT, Beb Y €ro HEeBECTHI IV1a3a ObUTH TOIyOooro
L[BETA, a Y MEHs 3€JIEHbIE U CMEHUTh L[BET, YBBI, ObUIO HEpEaIbHO. S1 MOIVIa MEHATh BHEIIHOCTh, HO
I71a3a BCerja OCTaBaIMCh MOMMU M 3aCTABIISUIM U3PSITHO HEPBHUYATh, YTOOB HE OBITh pa3001aucH-
HOMU.

— MBpI rOTOBBI OOBEHYATH 3TY MOJIOAYIO Tapy mepes 00rom, — TpOMKO MPOU3HEC CBATONIA, —
U, €CJIU €CTh NIPENATCTBHUE, KOTOPOE MOXET NOMelIaTh OpaKy CIyuuThCsl, TOBOPUTE ceifuac, a uHaye
OHO KAaHET B JIETY.

Hacrynuia raerymas TMINMHA B 3ajie, BCE, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, MOIYAIH, IVIAASA OPYyr Ha Jpyra
BOIPOCUTEJIBHO. BIpyT 3a HalllMMy CIMHAMM pa3fiajics MyKCKOU IoJIoC:

— 51 3Ha10 TaiiHy, CBATOM OTeL, U TpeOyIo MPEKPATUTh MTPOLIEYPY.

B3aporHyB oT HEOXKMAAHHOCTH, 3aMEPIIA, MBITAsACh CIPABUTHCS C IPUCTYIIOM NTAaHUKH, TIOJHU-
Maroreicst BHyTpu MeHs. Kto 1o mor ObITh M 4TO 32 TaiiHa? ['ofioc 4yXo#, s ero TOYHO He 3HAI0.
Heyxemm kTo-To y3Has 060 MHe U ceityac pa3oonaunt? Ceplie npeaTenbcki 3acTyqano, aJpeHa-
JIVH yZIapyJj B TOJIOBY, 3aCTaBJIsAsl HA MUHYTY 3aKMYPHUTBCS.
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«CrokoitHO MoppH, HUKTO HE MOXKET 3HaTh 000 MHe, s Obljia TIpe/ieIbHO OCTOpPOXHA!» — yro-
BapuBasia cedsl, MHITasICh COBJIAJATH C SMOLIUSIMHU.

Nmneparop MemsieHHO pa3BepHYJICS K MYKUMHE, YTO OCMEJWICS NpepBaTh LEpeMOHMIO. 1
1oclieJoBaJia ero MpUMepy, cTapasich IepKaTbCsi CKPOMHO, KaK ¥ Mo100aeT HeBecTe, XOTs MEHs TakK
Y TOJIMBIBAJIO MOCMOTPETh Ha TOrO, KTO TOTOB ObLT CIATh MEHS.

— T'oBopuTe, CBIH MOWi, —IIPOrOBOPHII CBATOM OTeIl, IOJIyYnB 0H0OpEHHEe UMIIEpATOpa.

— Moii T'ocynapb, — HU3KO TOKJIOHMBIIMCH, OOpaTWICS MYXK4YMHA, — Ballla HeBecTa ObLia
HEBEpHA BaM.

ITo 3amy IpoKaTUIOCh 9XO HETOIOBAHUS, @ IIOTOM POIIOT TOJIOCOB CTaJ EPEXOAUTH B I'yJl BO3-
MyieHust. S ke oONeryéHHO B3/IOXHY/IA, TIOHUMAs, YTO 9TO BCE KacaeTcs He MEHsI, a HacTOAIIen
HEBECTBHI.

Wmneparop nonHs pyKy, NpU3biBas BCEX K MOTYAHMIO.

— JlokazarenbcTBa? — CLIOKOMHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCUJI OH, IVISiAS1 Ha TIOAJAHHOTO BOITPOCUTEIIBHO.

— Onu X1y T Bac 3a 1Bepbio, Mot ['ocynapb, — BHOBb IOKJIOHUBIIIUCH, CKa3aJl MyKUMHa, Opocast
Ha MEH$1 HeHaBUJSIIUN B3IJISAIL.

Ecnu yectHo 51 mpeObIBasia B TAKOM JKe IIOKe, Kak M Bech 3a1. OTKyaa s MoIyia 3HaTh, YTO
HEeBeCTa MMIIepaTopa HACTOJIbKO JIETKOMBICJIEHHA, AaKe HE CMOKET CKPBITh MHTPUKKY Ha CTOPOHE.
Jla 1 BooOIIe, Kak el B rooBy MPHIIUIO U3MEHSATh IEPBOMY JIMILy TOCYIApCTBa, Y KOTOPOrO Be3/e
YIIIY ¥ TJ1a3a.

— Yro x paBaiiTe MOCMOTPUM, — [IPOTOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP U, OAXBATUB MEHS 1101 JIOKOTb, [TOTa-
LW B CTOPOHY JBEPH, 32 KOTOPOH HAC 0XKU/IAJIM 10Ka3aTeIbCTBa. — KaTpuH, MOXET BbI CKaXeTe YTo-
TO 10 3TOMY NMOBOJY? — 0OpaTHIICSI OH UPOHUYHO.

— Boznepxych, — TUXO MPOM3HECIA, I0 CUX TMOp HE MOHUMAsl, KaK BBHIKPYUMBATbCS U3 TON
curyauuu. [Tocmorpum, 4TO 3a KOMIIPOMAT MOKAXKYT, BO3MOKHO HE BCE Tak crpatHo. Ecim mpocro
TIOLIEJTY i, TO €70 MOKHO OOBSICHUTD, & BOT €CJIH. . .

B xoMHaTe Hac OXuan KOPEHACTHI MYKYMHA, OIETHIA B OOBIYHYIO MOBCETHEBHYIO OZICKIY
padoTAru. YBUIEB MEHsI, OH EXUAHO YXMBUIBHYJICS, SIBHO PaaysiCh MOEMY MOPAKEHHIO, a TOTOM CJie-
Ja1 CKOpOHYI0 (PM3MOHOMMIO U OITYCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHU Tepe]l MMITEPAaTOPOM.

— Bamte imnieparopckoe BenruecTBo, MHE O4eHb kajlb, YTO BBIHYKJCH MIPEPBaTh CBAABOY, HO
9Ta JeBYIIKa HEJOCTOMHA Balllel JTIOOBH.

— JlokazaTenbCcTBa, — MOBTOPWII UMIIEpaTop, Aaxe OpoBbio He MoBEN. JKee3Hoe camoobaia-
HUE, HA OJJIH MYCKYJI He JJPOTHYJI Ha JIUIEe TpaBuTeis. S MPOHUKIIACh K HEMY yBaXeHHeM, MHeE Obl
TaK YMETb KOHTPOJIMPOBATh SMOLIMH.

My>K4MHa TIOCTIENTHO JI0CTaT U3 OOKOBOTO KapMaHa TOJICTHIN KOHBEPT U MPOTSIHYJI TOCYapio.

— Bor TyT Bcs uHgopmanius, nucbMa, poto, Jaxe cyera 3a HOCTOsUIbIE ABOPbI, KOTOPbIE CHUMAI
e€ yXakep — MporoBOpuJI MykurHa ObIcTpo. OH OUYeHb XOTEJ IPOM3BECTH BIIEUATIICHUE U 3aCITyKUTh
Harpamy.

Nmneparop B3s1 KOHBEPT, BCKPbUI €r0 U CTall IPOCMATpUBaTh, MOTOM BBICTaBUII OIHY (POTO-
rpacuio JUIIOM KO MHE U CIIPOCHIL:

— 3Haews ero, Katpun?

— [oHuaTHs HE UMeElo, — MOXaB IJIeYaMu, ITPOrOBOPHIIA CIIOKOMHO, TTPUYEM YUCTYIO TTPaBy. —
ITOT MyKYMHA MHE HE3HAKOM.

— Twl yTBEprK/1a€IIIb, YTO HEMPUUACTHA K ITOMY ? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS MOM JKEHUX, XUIITHO TIPU-
LIypUB [JIa3a U MoKa3blBas cienyouiee (oTo, rie napoyka caaKo LeI0Balach, JEKa Ha IIMPOKOU
TOCTUHUYHOW KPOBAaTH.

—AOGCOMIOTHO, — KUBHYB, MOATBEPIMIIA elE pa3. — DTO He 5, MOH MMOBETUTEb.

— Hapneroch, y Te0s1 TOe ecThb JOKa3aTeabCcTBa? — YCMEXHYBIIUChH, CITPOCKI UMITEPATOP.



2. ®okc. «Haemuwuna jijist umrieparopa. YOUTb WU BIIOOUTHCSI»

S mocMoTpea Ha Hero 4yTb JIOJIbIIIe YeM XOTella M3HAYAIbHO, HO CIIOXBATUBIIMCH BHOBD OITY-
cruia ra3a. Huuero He ocraBanock Jearh, Kak 10cTaTh CBOM IVIABHBIM KO3bIpb. DX, KaTpus, Tl MHE
10 TPOO KU3HU OyzelIb 00s13aHa CIIACCHUEM.

— Jla, Moi1 moBeTUTe b, TIOMPOCUTE MIPUITH CIOJIA JIeKapsi, — CKa3asia Tuxo 1 6e3 amormid. Hac
YUUJIN OCTaBAThHCS XOJIOMHBIMU B JTIOOOU CUTYAIINU, ceiiyac 9TO ObLJIO BaXKHEee BCEro, He 1aTh CJIa0KHY,
MOKa3aTh CBOIO MPaBLYy.

— 3auem? — yAMBJIEHHO U HETIOHUMAIOIIIE TIEPECIPOCHIT UMIIEPATOP.

— OH noATBepaAuT MOE anou, — MPOrOBOPHUIIA, PO30Bee IeKaMu. 51 Oblia BhIHYKIeHa puoer-
HYTb K TOMY apryMEHTY, YTOObI He TIOTUIATUTHCS 32 [TYIOCTh JIETKOMBICJIEHHOM HEBECTHI. A CKOJIBKO
emé MOJBOAHBIX KaMHel TauTcsi B TiyOuHe co3Hanust Karpun? [maBHOe, yTOOB OHM BCe cpasy He
BCIUTBUIH, U 1 YCIIeJIa BHITIOJTHUTD CBOI0 MHUCCHIO.

[No BeneHMIO MMITEpaTOpa B KOMHATY BOIIEN 3AITbIXaBIIUICS JIeKaphb, €ro BbIITyYeHHbIE I71a3a CO
CTPaxOM B3WPaJIM Ha BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOMMX. HI3KO MOKJIOHUBIIKCH, MYKUMHA YCTABUIICS HA TIOBE-
JIITENIs, OKUIasl YKa3aHUM.

— Ham HyXeH ocMOTp HEBECTHI, — IPOrOBOPHIT UIMITEPATOp, — HEMEJIEHHO.

— Crymaochk rocyaapb, 9to 0omut rpaduHs? — mpoOOpMOTa JeKapb, 00pamiasich KO MHE.

Sl m Tak BHYTpEHHE Ccropajia OT CThiIa, a TYT €€ U MOBTOPUTh HAIO0, YTO CMOTpeTh. [loka
coOupaach C MBICJSIMH, )KEHUX MTPOU3HEC:

— IloaTBEpANTH HEBUHHOCTD.

Jlexapb yOMBIEHHO OTKPBLUT POT, TIOTOM CIIOXBATHBIIKCH CHIENaJl CEPhE3HOE JIMIIO U CKa3aJ:

— Xopol11o, npoliy BCeX BHIITH.

— 51 ocranych, — TBEpHO 3aBUI IMIIEPATOP

[lepeunTs €My HUKTO He IOCMEJI, BCE BBIILIH, OCTABJISISI HAC BTPOEM.

— Jloxutech Ha KYIIETKY rpaduHsi, — TI0Oe3HO CKa3a JieKaphb U MOCTaBUJI YeMOJAHYMK Ha CTOII,
OTKPBIB €0, I0CTaJl [IEPUATKH, 3epKaJIblie Ha TOHKOW M JUIMHOW HOXKE.

S HepBHMUAJIA BCE CHITbHEH, eIIIE HUKOTO S He IOMycKasia K ce0e HaCTONIBKO OJIM3K0, HO HUYEro
HE 0CTaBaJIOCh JIeaTh, €CJIM OTKAXKYCh, MEHS Ka3HAT 32 U3MEHY U MPeJaTeIbCTBO KOPOHBIL, a Y MEHS
ceMbsl B OeJie U 3a/laHMe He BHIIOIHeHO. Hy:KHO MpoCTo MoTeprieTs, 3aKphITh I71a3a U MOTEPIIeTh !

Tak W chenana, Jerjiia Ha MPEJIOKEHHYI0 KYIIETKY M CHJIBHO 3aKMYpPWJIACh, BIIEIMBIIKCH
pyKamu B TKaHb.

— INogaumuTte 11aThe, rpaduHs, — YCIbIIIANA TOIOC JIeKapsl.

MenieHHO TOTsIHYJIa MaTepua Ha ceOsl, IyBCTBYS, KaK OTOJISIOTCS JIOOBUKKH, TOTOM HMKPHI,
CHJT ¥ CMEJIOCTH XBATUJIO TOJIBKO JI0 KOJIEH.

— Moii umMriepatop, He MO Obl BBl OTOMTH HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY, JIEBYIIIKA CTECHSIETCS, —
TIONIPOCHJI JIEKAPh U 51 MBICIIEHHO €ro Nmoosaroapuia.

ITO YHUKEHHE, Ha KOTOPOE BBIHYKJICHA ITOUTH, BIBOMHE OOMIHEW, Belb 51, Pl JOCTHKCHUS
1IeJI TOTOBA OTJATh CAMOE IIEHHOE, YTO y MEHSI €CTb.

Kpenko 3a:xMypHBIINCH, MOCTApaiach OTCTPAHUTLCS OT MpOHCXoasero. [lorpy3uBimch B
CBOE CO3HAHWE, KAK M YUMJIA MEHs C IETCTBA, BCIIOMUHAJIA TIPUATHBIE MOMEHTHI JKM3HHU, T/Ie CEeMbs
ObLIa psAIOM, He OBUTO OOJH U CTpaxa.

Sl BMaeIa MaMy M MaJIeHbKOTO OpaTa MIPAOIIUX B TPATKH, ACAYIIKY, CHISAIIETO Ha KPbLIbIE 1
MAaCTepHBIIIETo JIepeBAHHYI0 UrpyiiKy. CecTpy, MpATAaBIIYIOCS B TEHW PACKUAUCTOTO JiepeBa, yBIie-
YEHHO YUTAIOIIYIO KHUTY.

Kak xe JaBHO 3TO ObUIO, MHOT/IA KA3aJIOCh, YTO STO MPOILIAst KM3Hb WM CKa3Ka. JJaBHO yxke
s1 ObLIa OMHOKA, OpoliieHa 1 3a0biTa, HO JTI0OOBb K CEMbe HUKY/IA He YITUIa, Jake OOuIbl He ObLIO 32
TO, YTO OTBEPHYJIUCH OT MeHs. S BCE MOHMMAaJIa, OHU TBITAIUCH CIIACTUCH U BBIKUTD.
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— HeBuHHa, MOIi IOBEJIUTEITh, COMHEHHI OBITh HE MOXKET, — YCJIBIIIAJIA TOJIOC JieKapsl U BCTpe-
TMIEHYJIaCh, BO3BPAIAsICh B 3TOT HEHABUCTHBIN MUp. PacriaxHyB pecHUIIbI, TOCMOTpesa Ha UMIiepa-
TOpa, KOTOPBIH BIIEPBbIC JOBOJILHO YIILIOAJICS MHE.

— Bcragaiite Katpun, Hac *kJyT Ha LIepEMOHUH, — IPOTOBOPHWJI OH, MPOTATUBAsi MHE PYKYy U
MoMorast BCTaTb.

[TogHsABIIUCH C KYIIETKH, TOMPABUIIA IJIATHE, TOTOM ITPUYECKY, Mpsiya TEM CaMbIM CBOIO HEJIOB-
KOCTb U CMYIIIEHHE.

— Hapnetoch Teriephb y Bac HET COMHEHUI Ha MOM CUE€T? — CIPOCHJIa C BI30BOM MMIIEpPATOpa.

— B aToM Bonpoce HeT, — OTBETWII OH U, B3SIB MEHS T0J1 JIOKOTb, IIOBETT OOPaTHO B TPOHHBIH 3aJ1.

— A B 4éM emi€ Bbl COMHEBAETECh? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH OCTOPOKHO.

— B Barneii mo6Bu. . .
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1 ri1aBa

— Dii, Moppuras, Teds1 BbI3bIBaeT INIaBapb, — KPUKHYJI MHE 3JOPOBEHHBIA aMOal M0 MMEH!
TupuH.

— 3aueM He 3Haelllb? — CIPOCUIIa €T0, BXOAS BO ABOP.

— He-a, HO OH HacTOMYMBO TEOs MCKaJ, — OTBETHJI TOT, YAbIOAsICh O€33yObIM PTOM.

— [IpunsTo, — OypkHyNa s ¥ MOCTIEIIIA K IOMY, [JIe HAXOQWJIach Hallla MTad-KBapTHPA.

B ronoBe npokpyumBasa BOSMOXHBIE BAPUAHTHI, 10 KOTOPHIM MEHsI MOT MCKaTh 0OCC, HO
HUYEro BaXKHOTO He MPUXOANIIO Ha yM. Bee cBou 3aanus s orpadoTalia 4eTKo U ObICTPO, CBUAETENEH
1 MK He ocTaBuiia. KOCAKOB 3a MHOM TOXE HE YMCIAIOCh. [IoqHABIIMCE HA BTOPOM 3TaX, CBEPHYJIA
HaJIeBO K KaOuHeTy HayasibcTBa. [locTyuaB B ABepb A0k/1ajlach OTBETA U BOIILIA.

— BospiBann? — cpocusia ¢ nopora.

CenoBrnachlii My)X4MHA, CU/IEBIIMI HA JUBaHE B OOHUMKY C KOTOM, TOCMOTpEJT Ha MEHsI 3a/{yM-
YMBO W KUBHYII, TO3BOJIsIsA BOWTHU. [Ipoiias B eHTp KaOMHeTa, 3amMmepria Mo CTOWKe CMUPHO, OKHUIas
pasrosopa.

— Tyt BOT Kakoe Jes10, Moppu, — BIpYT HEOKHUJAHHO MSATKO IPOrOBOPUII I71aBa HALIETo IITada,
— Ha Te0sI OCTYIHJT 3aKa3.

Sl ynuBiIeHHO ycTaBWJIaCh HA MYKUMHY, HE COBCEM ITOHMMAs, O YEM PEUb.

— 3aka3? — nepecpocuia CEBIINM IoJ0COM. — MeHs XOTAT YCTPaHUTb?

— He coBcem, — mokauaB rooBoii, OTBETHII IJ1aBa, — TEOSI XOTST 3aBepOOBaTh.

VnuBnenne moe Bo3pocio eme Oombiie. Komy BAOpyr moHanoOuiach HaeMHHIIA CPEIHEro
3BeHa? OOBIYHO BCE BaXKHBIE JeJ1a [JaBaJIMCh MEPBOKJIACCHBIM YOWIIIaM, a MbI CYIIECTBOBAIM /IS
TOTO, YTOOBI TIOAUMIIATH 32 HAIMH HEHYKHBIE YITUKH.

— KT10? — pemmiiach Bce-Taky y3HaTh.

— VIHKOTHUTO, — OTBETWJI MY)KYMHA, YXMBUIbHYBILHUCbH, — HO f IIPEAIOJIAral, OHU UMEIOT OTHO-
LIEHUE K BJIACTAM.

— VIHTEpECHEHHBKO, M YEro K€ OHU XOTAT? YCTpaHWUTh KOHKypeHTa? — OCBEIOMUJIACH MPO-
HUYHO. BepOoBaTh jKeHIIMHY CTpPaHHO KaKk MUHMMYM, a YK €CJIH 3TO MOIUTHKA TeM Oosiee. B Hamem
MUpE KEHIIMHA MOIJIa TOJIBKO CUAETh JJOMa, BApUTh OOPIIM M BOCIIUTHIBATh AeTel, padoTaTh MOIJIH
TOJIBKO HE3aMYXKHHUE U TO B OIPEJEJICHHBIX MecTax. Jlaxke MHE MPUIIIIOCh HEMTPOCTO, MPEXIE YEM A
CMOIJIa 3aCITyKUTh YBaKeHHE CPEAM MYXKJIAHOB U TO Orarogapsi MOMM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM.

I'maBa mTaba BcTas, OCTaByIsAsl HEIOBOJIBHO MSYKAIOIIEro KOoTa Ha IMBaHe U, OO/ KO MHE,
mocTan u3 OOKOBOrO KapMaHa IMUJKaKa CJIOKEHHBIH MOToJIaM JICT Oymaru.

— Bor, mpouwuraii, Tak 6yneT mpoie MoHsTh, — TPOOOPMOTAJ OH U, OTAAB MHE Oymary, OTOIIeN
K OKHY.

Sl HacTOPOXXEHHO MPOBOMIIA €TO B3IVIAJOM, MHE COBCEM HE IIOHPABUJIOCH, C KAKUM HAaCTPOEM
I71aBa oT/a1 OymMary, HeyXeJM TaM BCE Tak CJI0KHO? Pa3BepHYyB JIMCTOK, CTajla YUTATh:

«AgenHa Moppurad, Mbl KelaeM HaHATh Bac JJI BaXHOrO IMOJUTHYECKOro Jea. Bce
MHCTPYKLIMH T10 33[aHUI0 MOJyYUTe OT HAILEro MOChUIBHOIO B YCJIOBJIEHHOM Mecte. O0s3aHbl Bac
MIPESYNPEANTD, YTO OTKa3a Mbl HE IIPUHUMAEM, a JUIs JIYUILIEro JOBOJA Y HaC €CTh apryMeHT. Bamm
cecTpa 1 OpaT HaxoAATCs y HAC, M X JajbHeHIast cyapOa OyleT 3aBUCETh OT BHITIOJIHEHUSI 3a/JaHUSI.
HyxHO noHumarth, 3aJjaHue JIOJKHO OBbITh BBINOJHEHO B JIIOOOM ClIy4yae MHAYe Ballla CeMbsl YMpET.
Ecin BApYT BbI pelmTe pacKpbITh HAIllM TUIAHBI ONITIOHEHTY, Ballla ceMbs ympeT. Hagerocs, 3To nocra-
TOYHBIM apryMEHT 11 Baulero Moimdanua? Mrtak, kJIeM BaC B HA3HAUEHHOM MECTE IS JAJIbHEUILETO
MHCTPYKTaXa.»

3aKOHYMB YMTATh MAIMHATIBHO CMSLIA JIMCTOK B KyJlake, 0OyMbIBasi CIIOKHUBILYIOCS CUTYAIIHIO.
Otkyna 3TH ypoasl y3HAJIM Tpo Moo cemblo? Benp 51 He obmaiock ¢ HUIMU yxe Oonee JecsTH JeT?
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Jlaxe B TOCTH He 3axoawia HY pa3y. [71aBa oOepHYJICS U, YBUIEB MOE 00ECKypakeHHOE BbhIpaKeHHE
JIMIIA, Pa3Besl pyKaMH.

— Tam cepwesnbie moau Moppu, COBETYIO He IeNaTh ITyIOCTe!, a COIIACUTCS Ha X aBaHTIOPY.

— A ecnv OHa HEBBINOJIHUMA? — CIIPOCHJIA €r0 C COMHEHHUEM.

— JlioGoe 3amaHue BBHIMOJHUMO, MPOCTO HEKOTOPHIE TOJBKO OIWH Pa3, — OTBETWJI MYKUMHA
YIBIOHYBIIUCH. — MHE aJjib, 4TO B 3TO 3aMelllaHa TBOSI CEMbsI, HO Y TUX YOJIIOZKOB CBOU 3aKOHBI.

— XOpoI110, YTO MHE HaJI0 Ie1aTh? — B3/I0XHYB, CIIPOCHJIa si. BeIxozia HeT, mpuaeTcs oTpadoTaTh.

[Tyctb 51 He oOmanack ¢ OMIM3KUMH, HO TIO-TIPEKHEMY JTIoOMIa uX. B 1iesiom Mupe noposxke 6para
Y CECTPhl Y MEHsI HUKOTo He Obl10. U 51 4yBCcTBOBasIA BUHY Tepel HUMH.

— Bot Tyt Tebst Oyzmet kaath CBSI3HOM, BCe JeTaiy y3Haellb oT Hero. C HaMM TOKa TOJTHBIN
Pa3phbiB, OHU TPeOYIOT, YTOOBI Thl HE CBETHIIACh 37ech. CBsA3b AepikaTh Oy/leM, Kak B CTapble 100pbie
BpPEMEHa, 3alMCKy B YCIIOBHOE MECTO, — ITPOTOBOPHJI IJ1aBa, MPOTITMBasi MHE BU3UTKY MHUTEHHOTO
3aBe/IeHus], a ¢ 0OpaTHOM CTOPOHBI OBUIO HANIMCAHO UMSI.

— Tlonsta, — MOKPYTHB B pyKax OyMaxHBI JIMCTOUYEK, OypKHYJIA 51 U Pa3BEPHYJIACh, YTOOBI
YUTH.

— U eme, s qymaio, OHM 3HAIOT O TBOEM Jape, IOTOMY M BLENWINCH B TeOs1, Oyb OCTOPOKHA,
— OpocHIT My)XYMHA Ha TIPOIIaHbeE.

Brliins u3 kabuHeTa MeyIeHHO rnodpesnia o KOpUIopy K JieCTHHLE pa3aymbiBasi. OTKyna OHU
MorM 3Hath 0 Aape? f ckpblBaja ero, HUKOTrJa He CBETHJIa, BCErJa cTapayiach ObITh HE3aMETHOM.
Mee Bc€ GoJbliie He HpaBUIJIOCh IIPOMCXOISIIEE ¥ BBIBOJBI ObUTM HE YTEIIUTENIbHBI. MeHs KTO-TO CAa
U3 CBOMX, MO-JIPyromMy M OBITh HE MOIJIO, O Jape 3HAJIM TOJbKO B IITa0e U TO HE Bce. 3HAUMT y HAC
3aBenach «Kpbica»? CoOpaTh KOMIIPOMAT Ha HEBUMMKY HE TaK IMPOCTO, 3HAYUT, 3aaHue OyJeT He
U3 Jierkux. Yro xxe oHu 3aaymanu?

TaBepHa «PpIkue ycbl» HaXOAWIACh HA OKpPaWHE TOpOIa M MOJIb30BAJIACH MOIMYJISPHOCTHIO B
OCHOBHOM Y MEJIKMX BOPHILIEK, KOTOpPbIE IIPOITUBAJIH 3/1€Ch HarpadieHHoe 1oopo. Boiis ornsiaenace,
OTMeyasi, 4YTO B 9TOT Yac Hapojy ele COBCeM Majo B 3aBefeHue. [Ipoiis k croiike Oapa, KUHY/a
MOHETY XO3SIMHY 3aBE/ICHUSI.

— Moppuras, MeHsI OXUJIAI0T, — IIPOrOBOPHMJIA PABHOIYIIIHO, Jiesiasi BUJI, YTO OOJIbIIIEe UHTEpe-
CYIOCb CBOMMU HOTTSIMUA Y€M OTBETOM.

— BepHo xayT, — mpoOacuil oH, — BTopasi JBepb 10 KOPUIOPY.

OTTONKHYBIIKCH OT CTOWKH Oapa, HarpaBUJIach K jecTHuIe. Ha BTopoM 3Taxe oThicKaia HyX-
HYIO JIBEpb U TIOCTYYaBIINCh, HE JOXKHUAASACH OTBETa, Bolua. CrielMalibHO XOTella 3aCTaTh BPacIioxX
CBSI3HOTO Ml MHE 3TO yAaJI0Ch.

Iyruielii MyX4rHa, HAIOJIOBHHY DPA3EThlid, 3aCTHIBIIMI B 3aMelIaTelbCTBE C pyOalIkon B
pPyKax, CMOTpeJl Ha MeHsI M3yMJIEHHO, CJIOBHO YBUJE NPUBEICHUE, TIPH STOM CMYIIEHHO IBITAsCh
MIPUKPHITH KOCTIISIBOE TEJO, KaK JieBrlia. He ToBopsi HY CJIOBa, IJIs1/1s HA HETO MPHCTAIBbHO, MPOIILIa
1 OecliepeMOHHO TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha CTYJI, 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha HOTY U CJIOKHB PYKH Ha I'PY/IH.

— Hy 31paBcTBYii, MIIIBIHA, — MpOIENa JaCKOBO C XPUIIOTIION, UTO y OSIHSTH BOJIOCHI 3alieBe-
JIMITACH Ha TojioBe. OH SIBHO MEHs Y3HaJI ¥ ObLT XOPOIIIO OCBEIOMJIEH, KeM $ sIBJIsIIoch. HepBHO critoT-
HYB, OBICTPO HATSHYJ pyOaxy Ha TEJIO U 3alMHAsICh OTBETHIL:

— Ho6-pwiit nuens! Mucc Moppuras, s ronaraio?

— IMpaBuibHO MoJIaraeTe, TOJIBKO JaBaiTe O3 «MHUCC», MOJT B HAIlIEM Jiesic He UrpaeT PoJi, —
MOJITBEpIIIIA 51, YXMBUIbHYBIINCh, — YETO BaM HAJI0 OT MeHsI? — mepeluia cpasy K Jeiy, He jKesast
XOUTH BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO.

— 1 6b1 cKa3a MyCTSIK, HO YBBI, 3TO HE TaK, — IIYIO MOIIYTHJI MY)KYMHA U CMYTHBIINCH, HEPBHO
MIPUTTIAIAIT )KUJIKHME BOJIOCKM Ha CBOeW Makylku. — [IpoctuTte, s HEMHOTO HEPBHUYAIO.

— 41 3ameTnna, — eXUIHO TOIeNa ero, COBEPIICHHO He 3a00TsICh O MPUINYUSX. — BbIKIaabl-
BaiiTe, 4TO OT MEeHS TpeOyeTcsl.
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My>X4rHa B3POTHYJI OT MOETO HArJIOro TOHAa, BUAMMO C HAEMHHIIAMH OH ellle He MMeI e,
B3sIB ce0s1 B PyKH BCE e IPOrOBOPUIL:

— XopoItio, ecim KOPOTKO, TO BaM HYKHO YCTPAaHUTh UMIIEpaTopa.

VYernplmaB Takoe, 51 cHavyajia Blajia B CTYIOp, a MOTOM pa3pasuiach UCTEPUYECKUM XOXOTOM.
Hano e ObU10 Takoe mpuaymaTth, Xoporia mryTka. Hudero He ckaxers! CBA3HOM CTOSIT MOJTYA, OOSICh
IIEBEJIUTHCS] M| CMOTPEJ Ha MEHsI COBEPILIEHHO Cepbe3HO. B ronoBy 3akpanack MbIC/Ib, YTO 3TO OblIa
BOBCE HE IIIyTKa, YIbIOKa CHOM3Ma C JIUIA.

— BnI ceppesno?! — cripocuia ero ormrapaiieHHo. He Moria moBepuTh JO KOHIIA, YTO CJIBIILY
Takoe 3ajanue. 1o ke Open, Oezymue!

— AOCOIIOTHO Cepbe3eH, — MOATBEPIIT MYKUHMHA.

— Jla BBl ¢ yma conum?! — B3opBajach s. — Kak Bl cebe 310 mpencrapisiere? Tam oxpaHbl
TIOJIHBIHA ABOpEL], YNXHYTh O3 €ro BeoMa HeJlb3sl, a Bbl XOTUTE, YTOOBI 51 J0Opaiach 10 HEro U ...

JIoroBOpUTD 51 HE CMOTJIA, MYKYMHA TIOICKOYMIT M 325Kl MHE POT PYKOM.

— Tume, TyT MOTYT OBITH YW, — MPOIIUIIENT OH 3J10.

Kyna neBasnicsi ckpomusira? Iepeno MHOM ceifuac ObT pacueT/IMBBIA U KECTOKUI (DaHATHK,
MIPeIaHHBIN CBOEMY JIeITy, 51 TAKMX 3HaBaJsa.

[NonHsAB pyKH BBEpX, NOHATIMBO KMBHYJIA M MEHsI HAKOHEI[ OTITyCTHIIH.

— 3aka3 caesnaH, TBOSI 33/1a4a €ro BHIIOJIHUTH, — MPOTOBOPUJ MYKUMHA, OTXO/s U MOIPaB-
JIs1st MaHKeThl pyOarku. OH BHOBb Ka3ajics 0e300UIHBIM U CKPOMHBIM, HO TETieph s 3Haja, YTO 3TO
nokasHoe. Hairr cBsI3HOM He Tak-TO MPOCT M XOPOIIIO YMEET CKPhIBATh CBOM SMOIIUH.

— U Kak MHe 3TO MPOBEPHYTh? — MPOIIUIIESA s PACCEPKEHHO.

— Jla XOTh Kak, MOXelIb JJaxke 3aMYK 32 Hero BBIUTH, — YXMBUIBHYJICSI MYKYMHA, TTOKAMAS
iedamu. — Cefiuac BO JBOPIIE UIET OTOOP HEBECT, Thl MOXEIIb CTaTh OJHOW M3 HUX, OOPATUTh Ha
ce0s1 BHUMaHUE UMIIEPATOpa, a JAJTBIIE IO 0OCTOSATEIHCTBAM.

— D70 HepeasbHO! — 3ammmIena B OTBET. — S mpocTymika u3 Tpyod, HU MaHep, HU JIMLA, J1a
OH Jla’ke He B3IJITHET B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— A Ham TBOE JIMIIO U He HY)XHO, — €XU/IHO 3asBUJI MYKUMHA, — Tl IPOCTO 3aliMellb MECTO
OJTHOM U3 HEBECT, JKeJIaTeJIbHO TOM, Ybl0 KaHIUAATYPy BHIOEpET UMITEpaTOoP.

Ja, rnaBa ObUT MpaB, OHU MTPEKPACHO OCBEJOMJIEHBI O MOEM Jape MEePEeBOILIOIEHHS U TYT yKe
HE OTBEPTEThCs. BBIIOXHYB, 51 MPUKphLIA IJIa3a HA MTHOBEHHS, COOMPAsICh C MBICIISIMH.

— A 4TO JIenaTh ¢ HEBECTOM, UbE MECTO 3aiiMy? — CITPOCHIIA ykKe CIIOKOMHO U M0-/IeJIOBOMY.

— YcrpaHuth, — ObLIT KOPOTKUM OTBET.

Bor Tak nmpocto, B35Th U YOUTh YesoBeKa, MPOCTO MOTOMY UYTO HYKHO 3aHATh ero mecto? Ceil-
Yac 51 OTYET/IMBO MOHSIIA ¢ KEM UMEI0 J1eJI0. DTO OeCcIpUHIIMITHBIC JIIOAN TOTOBBIE UATH IO TOJIOBAM,
unib Obl JOCTHYB CBOEH 1eu. $1 cribliaia, 4To B HallleM MHUpPE HECTIOKOWHO, UMIepaTopa JIIoOW
HapoJ1, HO HEHaBHJIEJT BBICIIIMIA CBET, UTA. TaM, rie ecTh MOJIMTHKA, €CTh U CMEPTh, TO s 3HAJA.

— YTO C MOMMH POIHBIMHU? — pelInyIa MPOSICHUTh STOT MOMEHT. MHe ObLIO BaXXHO 3HATh, UTO
C HUMU BCE B MOPSIKE.

— Onu OyayT HAXOAUTHCS Y HAC MOKA ThI HE BBHITIOJHUIII 3aJaHUE, — OTBETUJ CBSI3HOM, ITPOIOI-
*kast ofieBarhbCsi. — [IpoBaHIIL €ro, M OHU YMPYT.

— CKOJIBKO Y MeHsI BpeMeHH ? — YTOUHMJIA 51, He BbIIaBasi CBOETO CTpaxa 3a OJM3KHX.

— Henens ot cuiel 1Be, motom OyAeT nepen3OpaHue COBETa, a HaM 3TOTO JOMYCTUTDh HEMb3sl.

— fIcHo, — OypKHYy’na 51, IPUKU/IBIBAsS B TOJIOBE, KaK B OYIyIIEM pacIipaBiioch C STUM yPOJIOM.
OH 3aciy’KMBaeT CMEPTH, HO TOJIbKO TOCTIe OCBOOOXKICHUsI CeMbU. — MHe MOHAI00STCs IEHbI'M Ha
pacxosl.
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2 rjiaBsa

My:>k4rHa MOJIONIEN K MUAAKAKY, BUCEBILIEMY Ha CIIMHKE CTYJIa U, JOCTaB U3 KapMaHa YBECUCTBII
MelIoyeK, OpoCcuiI MHe.

— Jlymato Ha epBoe BpeMsl XBaTUT, — YXMbUIbHYBIINCh, 3aMETUJI OH, YeM ellie OOJIbIIIe BbI3BaJ
BO MHE JKeJlaHue YOUTb ero HeMeJIEHHO, — 3a0bUT CKa3aTh, €CJIM BCE MOTYUYHTCS, Thl CTAaHEIIb CAMON
ooratoil JaMoi B 3TOM MUpPE U TBOUM OJIM3KUM He MPUAETCS KUThb B IPHIOTE.

— Kakas menpocts, 0 Kakoil cyMMe UIeT pedb? — eXUHO CIPOCHJIA, CIIPATaB MEIOYeK B Kap-
MaH.

— JIBECTH ThICSY TECO, — KOPOTKO OPOCHJI OH, a 51, He y/IepKaBIIMCh, IPUCBUCTHYJIA.

370 ¥ npaBza ObUIa OrPOMHAsI CyMMa U s MOIvIa OBl BCIO JKM3Hb JKUTh 0e30e1H0. BoT TobKo
MHE He BEPUJIOCh, YTO TU JIOAM PACLIEAPATCs, CKOPEN BCEro MPOCTO YCTPAHAT MEHsl, HaHsB YOuUHLly,
1 JIe710 ¢ KOHIOM. Hy KHBI ObLIIM TapaHTHu, XOTs OBl IS CECTPHI M Opara.

— MHe HyXeH JIOKyMEHT, YTO MOM POJIHbIE He MOCTPaJaloT U MOJTyYaT AEHbIU B JIIOOOM Cllyyae,
— MPOroBOpMIJIa, IS/ HA MYXKUMHY CEpPbE3HO.

— I'apanTuii xouelb? — ycMeXHyJCsl OH. — B 3TOM Jiesie uX HeT, TOJIBKO Hallle CIIOBO.

— Torza noctynum no-apyromy, — eJ0BbIM TOHOM CKa3aJa 5, — Bbl [lepeBeIeTe AEHbIU NTPSIMO
CEroJHs Ha MOH CUeT M JaJuTe PaCIUCKy 3aBEPEHHYI0 Marvei, 4to 9TH JIeHbI'M NepeaHbl 0e3B03-
ME3/IHO MOUM POJIHBIM U BO3BpaTy He MOJIeKAT, TOJIbKO B ITOM ClIy4ae 5 MPUCTYILUIO K padore.

— Moppu T1bI TOpryemnbcsi? 3a0blia, YTo TBOM ONM3KKE U TaK y Hac?

— 51 BCE mpekpacHO MOMHIO, — OTBETHJIA CLIOKOMHO, — HO, €CJIU Bbl XOTUTE MOJIYYUTh PE3YJIbTaT
IIPUETCS BBHINOJHUTh MOE YCIIOBUE, @ MHAUE UIIUTE APYTYIO.

ITonrMana, 4To pUCKYI0O M MOTY BBbI3BaTh THEB 3aKa3unmkoB. Ho Takke moHMMasia, Kak HyXHa
uM. Benb Mo 1ap I0BOJIBHO PEAKHIA M HAWTH ellle OHY JEBYIIKY C MOXO0KHUM AapoM OyzaeT mpooie-
MaTU4HO, €CJIU He CKa3aTh HeBO3MOXHO. 1o kpaiiHeil Mepe, s1 0 Takux Oosblie He crblana. Myx-
YHMHA TOXE TO MOHUMAJ U Kosiebasicsi ¢ orBeToM. OH MBITAJICS HAMTH J1a3eiKy, HO s ONepeania ero.

— Pemaiitech, TobKO s MOTY MOI00PATHCS K UMIIEPATOPY, OOJIbIIE HUKTO.

— Xoporio, — caajcs OH, — K Beuepy y Bac OyayT JAeHbI'M U pacnucka. Bam 3aHecyT.

— OmmyHO, Kak OyJeM Aepxkarhb CBsA3b? — OCBEIOMUJIACH 51 IOBOJIBHO YJIBIOASC.

— Huxkax, — oTBeTHII CBA3HOMN, — €C/U MOHAI00UTCS, ¢ TOOOH cBsKyTCA. M BOT elie 4to, He
B3/[yMail PUBJIEKATh K 3TOMY 3a[JaHUI0 CBOMX JPYKKOB HAaeMHUKOB. [TOHATHO?

— IToHATHO, — OrpbI3HYNACH 51, BCE OOJIbIIIE 3/15ICh HA STOTO 3aHOCYMBOro THia. — Mory uaru?

— W Moppu ¥ NTOMHH, TBOSI CEMbsI CMOKET BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS JIEHbIAaMU TOJIBKO B CIIydae
TBOETO YcCIleXa, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH HACTABUTEJIBHO.

— 3alygenib TyT, Kak ke, — OypKHYyJIa sl 1 pa3BEPHYBIIKUCH BBIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Bpena no HouHOMY ropoay, 0OayMbIBasi cBo€ Oyayiee 3a1aHue. JomycTim, s cMory NonacThb
BO JIBOpEll 107l BUJOM MPUCIYTH, Jajiblle MHE MPEeJCTOMT 3aHATh MECTO OIHOM U3 HEBECT MMIlepa-
TOpa, HO MpodJieMa B TOM, YTO 51 COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAIO STHUKETA.

Sl BBIpOC/IA B IEpEBHE, a C ILECTHAALATH JIET JKWia CPeid HAeMHUKOB M BCE, YTO s XOPOIIO
HayuyuJlach XOpOULIO JejiaTh 3TO pyraTbcsl U youBarh. Kak jke MHe 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMs CTaTh
JIe/in, J1a elle Takoro BBICOKOro panra. Her, ato yronusi, MOE 3ajaHue N3HaYaJIbHO IPOBAJIEHO.

Heyxenu onu storo He noHumanu camu? Ilouemy pemminch Ha Takylo aBaHTIOPY M He TOJ0-
Opau JTyuInyio KaHIuaaTypy? A MOXKET 3TO CHEeIMAIBHO, YTOOBI CIATh MEHSI C MOTPOXaMH U BHITOPO-
auTh cedsi nepe umnepatopom? Takoi BapuaHT TOXe HeJlb3sl UCKITIoUaTh. [lonmuTrka rpsi3Has mryka,
Y TaM MOXHO OXHAATh YETrO YTOIHO.

JloOpaBIKch 10 CBOEH CKPOMHOM TOCTUHULIBI, OICTPO MOAHSJIACH B HOMEP U 3aKPbLIACh. YIIaB
Ha KpOBaTh, 5 yCTaBWJIACh B MIOTOJIOK. Y MeHs Oblla BCEr0 OJJHAa HOYb BIEPEAU, YTOObI XOPOIIEHBKO
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Bce Mpoaymath. HyskeH I1aH, BOT TOJIBKO BCE HACTOJIBKO HE TIPE/ICKa3yeMo U CKopee OyJeT 3aBUCETh
OT yAauH, YeM OT MOMX MPaBUJIbHBIX JercTBUI. He 3ameTwiia, Kak BBIMOTaHHAsI TUM THEM YCHYJIA.

MHe cHuICS A0M. ..

S Bo3Bpamianach IOMOM IMOC/e BEYEPHUX YPOKOB B MmiKose. Ha ynmie yxe TemHesno, HO o
XOPOIIIO 3HAJIA OKPECTHOCTH, TIOTOMY COBEpIIIEHHO He Oosiach 3a0myauThes. Vs mo mopore, Kak
BCerja, Meuraia o OyaymeM. MHe XOTeJloCh CTaTh BETEPUHAPOM, ITOMOTaTh KMBOTHBIM, JIe/IaTh UM
orepalyy, KOTOpble TIO3BOJIAT KUTh Jajibllle, a He CTaTh CyrnoM K odeay. CoBepieHHO He 0osiach
BUJIa KPOBH, Y€M Myraja JApyrux AeTedl U poaureseid. MHOTYE CUMTaIM MEHs CTPAaHHOW U MTPOKJIS-
TOMH, 3a IJ1a3a YacTO Ha3blBaIM BeAbMOH. Sl He oOMkanach Ha TaKUX JIIOZEH, MPEIPACCYIKU CIOKHO
MCKOPEHUTh OCOOEHHO B JIEpPEBHE.

Moii oM cTosiT Ha OTIIMOE JIepeBHU, MMOYTH BO3JIe CAMOTO Jieca W, ceiyac B/ M3-3a TIOBO-
pota, 51 Xopomo ero Buaena. O6pagoBanach MpeACTOAIIEH BCTpeUd ¢ OPATHUINKON, TOpSI0 MHOU
moOumblid. OH Kak JIy4dK COJTHIIA BCeraa yablbasics U pagoBayicsi MoeMy npuxony. Cectpy s TOxe
moOuia, HO Mbl HUKaK He MOIJIM HAWTH OOLIMIA SI3bIK, HABEPHOE, Melllasia pa3HuUIla B Bo3pacte. Mama
BCerJa CrOKOWHAs M THXasl, bITAach MPUMEpHUTh Hac, HO CUHAM yNpsIMUJIACh U TBEPAWIIA, YTO HE
JkKeJlaeT 0OIIaThCsl CO MHOM, OOBSICHUTD TIOUEMY KaTerOPUYECKH OTKA3bIBAIACh.

51 He oOmKamach HeT, MPOCTO CTapajach HEe TPOraTh €€ JIMIIHUNA pa3, CKOpO MepepacTeT CBOE
YIPSIMCTBO M CTAHET HOPMAJIbHOM IeBYOHKOM. [TanuH XapakTep, yacTo MOBTOpsIa MaMa, Kadasi ToJio-
BOW M MHE OBUIO 3aBHJJHO, Be[b JIyUllle UMETh YIPSMbIA XapakTep, YeM ObITh pa3Ma3Hel, Kakou s
ce0s1 cuntasia. Her, KOHEUHO, 51 TOke ObUIa yIpsiMa, HO KYTKO He JTI0OMIa CKaH/IaJIoB, OHU ITOBEPrajiv
MEeHsI B CTYIIOp, MTOSTOMY BCErJa yCTyrnajia U MorJaa.

INoka muta, oOpaTuia BHUMaHUE, YTO B JIOME HE TOPUT CBET, CTPAHHO, OOBIYHO B 3TO BpeMs
BCe COOpasich Ha KyXHe K yxuHy. MoxkeT, B roctd yuui? Bupyr Bo MHe cpaboTasio mectoe 4yB-
CTBO, onacHOCTh! OCTaHOBUBIIMCH, MTPUCTYINANACH, TUIINHA, JIWIIb BAaJTeKe KPUKHU IMTHILI, YCTpau-
BAIOIIMXCS HAa HOWIer. MeaJIeHHO Tpoluia B0k 3a00pa, OTKPbUIA KAJTUTKY M CHOBA 3amMepJa, 1yB-
CTBYs1, Kak BHYTpH MeHs BcE xosozeeT. HemoOpsIil 3HaK, 0X HeJOOPHIi.

[Nomoiast k ABepy, B3sIach 32 Py4YKy U OCTOPOKHO TOBEpPHYJIa, OTKPHIBASI POBHO HACTOJIBKO,
YTOOBI POCKOYUTH BHYTPb. JloM ObLIT OTpyKeH B MOTHYIO TEMHOTY, JIUIIb U3 IBEPHOH IIEJIH B TOCTH-
HOI1 JTnsicst cnaOblid CBET OT CBEYH.

«Mama penmia ycTpouTh Beuep NMpH cBevyax? — BHOBb MOAyMasa s, MBITAsCh HAUTU TIPH-
YHHY CTPAHHOCTH Mpoucxofsiero. — Ho mouemy HecbiiHO Becesoro cmexa OmknHa u Bopuanue
JETYIITKU ?»

Wty Biepen He TOPONUIACh, BMECTO 3TOTO NOBEPHYJIa B CTOPOHY KYXHH M Ha IIBINOYKAX MPO-
IIJ1a KOPUAOP, CIIBIIA CTYK COOCTBEHHOro cepala B ymax. [{oiis 10 KyXOHHOTO CTOJIa, Hallymnasa
SIUK W, BBIIBMHYB €ro, B3sila OOJBIION HOX, A pyOku Msica. OH Bcerga ObLT HATOYEH U JIETKO
nepepy6an HeOOMbIIME KOCTH KUBOTHBIX. B3sIB IOy0OHEH CBOE OpyXkue, BEpHY/Iach B KOPUIOP H,
MOJOMAS K IBEPU TOCTUHOM, MPUCITYIIAIACh.

— T'apu, TBI CKOPO? — MOCIBILIANICS XPUILIBIA HE3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC.

— §1 mouTH 3aKOHYMII, — OTBETHJI BTOPOI THYCaBbIiA, — B cepBaHTe Oosibliie HU4ero Het. Ciymiai
Bupt, MoxeT npuxBaTiM ¢ cOOOM 3Ty AeBaxy W MallaHa, IPOAaM Ha PbIHKE, TOJyYUM HETJIOXUe
0a0Ku.

— Heoxora 3amopauuBatbcsi, — JEHUBO COOOLMI 00ONaaTeNlb XPUILIOTO Tojoca, — OT HUX
Ooubilie MPOOJIeM, KPUKH, CIIE3BI.

— Jla 6pock, OEBKM HBIHYE JOPOTO CTOSIT, OCOOEHHO MAJIOJIETHHE, a BOT COIUISIKA COIJIACEH,
MOXHO TPOXHYTb.

— He tppo-raiite ero... — ycnpliana 3arulakaHHbIN TOJIOC CECTPHI.

— 3aTKHUCh! — IIMKHYJI HA HEE THYCABbIM.
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C yxacom noHuMasia, 9to pedb UIeT O Moel cecTpe u Opate. OHu xotenu 3abpars CuHaM B
pabcTBO, a Opara U BOBCE IMyCTUTDh B pacxol. Bo MHe MOIHSIACh 37I0CTh U JKak/Ia KPOBU, KOTOPOM
10 3TOro MOMeHTa s He 3Haza. Co Bcell CUIIBI HYJA IBEPh HOTOM, pacraxuBasi ¥ BOIIUIA B KOMHATY,
Jepika HaroToBe HOX.

— UYro 32 yepT? — yAMBICHHO CIIPOCHIT PHIKUI MYXKHK, C JIOXMaToi 60opoaoit. OH CTOsUT Kak pa3
BO3JIE CECTPbI, CU/IEBILIEH B YIJIy KOMHATHI, prkuMas K cede FOmkuna 6e3 co3HaHusI.

— Tel kTO Takas, Kypuua? — CIpoCcHJI MEHsSI XPUILJIO BTOPOM MYXKHK, TOXKE J0CTaBast HOX U3
cariora.

— CmepTh TBOSI, IETYX OOIIMIAHHBIN! — BBIPBAJIOCh Y MEHS PyraTeibCTBO.

He 3Hat0, 4T0 MHO¥ JIBUTQJIO B TOT MOMEHT, HO CTpaxa He ObLIIO COBCEM, JIMIIb JKeJTaHhe OTO-
MCTUTBD U JIa)Ke OTPOMHBIE pa3Mepbl OaHAUTOB HE OCTAaHOBWIIM MeHs1. He noxunasich, Korna OaHauThl
OYHYTCSI OT MOEH HarJoCTH, MOILIa B HAacTyruleHne cama. CrenaB Ky/JabOUT Briepesi, MpUBCTaia Ha
KOJICHO ¥ BOH3WJIA JIE3BUE B JISKKY OaHIMTA, TIPOBOPAYMBAS HOXK, & TOTOM TaK:Ke JIErKO yIuia repe-
BOPOTOM B CTOPOHY. 3aKpHU4aB OT 00U, MYKHK yIaJl Ha OTHO KOJIEHO, XBaTasICh 32 PAaHEHYIO HOT'Y, U3
KOTOPOH XJiecTajla KpoBb. BCKOUMB Ha HOT'M, B MTHOBEHHE OKa3aJlach 3 €r0 CIIMHOW M PE3KUM IBU-
JKEHUEM HO’Ka TPOILIach MO ropity Bpara. Pasngasicst Oy/lbKalomuil Xpy, ¥ MyKUK yrajl HaB3HUYb,
OoblIIe He TIofaBasi MPU3HAKOB KU3HM.

—HaemHnuiia MaTh TBOIO. .. — IPOIIENTAN OIApaIlIeHHBI OOpoay v, He Tepsisi BpeMEHH, CXBa-
THJI 32 IIKUPKY CECTpy, B3epruBas e€ BBepX. bpaTuilka ocTasics Jiexarb Ha MONy, HE MPUXOAS B
CO3HaHME.

— Mamouku! — nucknysna CuHay, ¢ yKacoM IS/ Ha MEeHs.

Mo¢€ cepaue EKHYJIO B HCIIyIe 3a HEE, HO TYT k€ BCE YYBCTBA CJIIOBHO 3aKPbUIMCh B KOKOH.
MyXUK cXBaTUJI CECTPY 3a FOPJIO U yTposKalollle MPOroBOPHIL:

— [leBesbHelIbCS U 5 CIOMaIo ei IoTKy. bpoch HOX!

Sl 3amepra, BeIITyCKast Opy)XKUe U3 pyK, IIOHUMAsI, OH He IIYTHT, a B CJIEAYIONIMIA MOMEHT Ipo-
M30IIUIa CTpaHHas Belllb. BaHaAWT, MATSICH K ABEpH BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICS M HAYAJI O3UPATHCS MO CTOPO-
HaM, CJIOBHO IOTEPSLJT 3pEHUE.

— Kyna ona nenach? — cripocusi oH, nepexofist Ha paJiblieT OT cTpaxa. — i, He TypHu WK TBOSI
cecTpa CIOXHeT!

Ko mHe npuiuio oco3HaHue, OH MEHs1 He BUAMT,  3HAUMT ysA3BUM. THX0 cTymasi, 3alia 3a ero
CIIUHY, TIperpaxjas myTh K OTCTYIUICHUIO ¥ BOCIIOJIb30BAJIACh MOMEHTOM HEOXUIAHHOCTH.

— 4 TyT... — npouienrtana emy npsiMo B yXo.

Ot ucnyra GaHIUT JIepHYJICS, MOTEPSIB XBATKY, OJHAM TOYHBIM YIApOM IO JIOKTIO 3aCTaBUJIa
€ro BBIITYCTUTh TOPJIO CECTPbl M pa3BepHYThCSA. BTOpoii ynap cHU3Yy BBEpPX KOJIEHOM, 3aCTaBUJI €r0
COTHYThCS MOT0JIaM, JaJIbIlIe MO PYKU C/Ie/aId BCe CAMU. 3aXBaT T'OJIOBBI U Pe3KHil IOBOPOT Ha CTO
BOCEMB/IECSAT I'PAAYCOB, MOCIBIIIAJICS XPYCT MO3BOHKOB U TEJIO PYXHYJIO Ha IOJ.

— CuHIM KaK ThI? — TYT K€ HaIlPaBJISIsICh K CECTpe, KOTOPas B IOJTHOM yXKace CMOTpesia Ha MEHsI.

— He noaxonu! — 3aBu3xana oHa UCTEpUYHO, — §I 3Haza, YTO THI IEMOH, 3Hasa! VI Mame roso-
priia, HO OHA He XOTeJia CymaTh! Youpaiics, He Tporai Hac!

V He€ Hauaach uctepuka. MHe XOTeIoCh OOHSATH €€ YCIIOKOUTb, HO s IOHUMAJIA, YTO CJIENAi0
TOJIBKO Xyke. OHa Oblla CUJIbHO HaIlyraHa BceM pousome M. [Iiist He€ 51 ceityac Obliia MOHCTPOM,
yOuiiliell 1 HUKaKue TIOBOJIBI He TIOMOTYT, TTOKa OHA HE YCIIOKOUTCS.

— Xopotiio, Munas, 51 He Oyay TeOsi TporaTh, — MSTKO IPOTOBOPUJIA, CTOSI HA MecTe, — I1ie MaMa
u feayuka?

Ho oHa He crplinana MeHsl, 3axJieObIBasiCh cIe3aMU U MPUUIUTasi, OOHSB ceOst pyKamu 1 3a0uB-
IIMCh B Yroi. Pemiia moka ocTaBUTh €€ B MOKOe, MOIoW/AsI K OpaTy, yOeausaach, 9To OH KB, IOTOM
OTIPAaBUJIACh UCKATh MaMy U €Aa B OME.

Hamma ux ObicTpo, B KaMOpKe IMOf JIECTHUIIEH, MePTBBIMU. [leNyIlKe nepepesanu ropio, a
Mame yzap MpUIIescs B cepiile, BUIMMO, OHA TMbITalach 3alMTUTh ce0s U ero. Cepaile Cxauioch OT
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2. ®okc. «Haemuwuna jijist umrieparopa. YOUTb WU BIIOOUTHCSI»

00N TIOTEepU U TOTO, UTO s ornosfaia. [Ipuay s XoTh Ha MoIYaca MopaHblile, BCE MOIJIO OBITh IM0-
Apyromy.

OnycTHBIIMCH Ha KOJIEHU, 51 pa3pblaaiach, 0OHUMas1 6e3pIxaHHoe Tesio Matepr. Kak oHa Mora
OCTaBUTh HAC OIHUX B TOM XECTOKOM Mupe. Yto Tenepb ¢ Hamu Oyner? Pasee s cmory ogHa B
LIECTHAALATD JIET, MOJHATH ABOUX AETEH, /1a U KTO e MHE 3TO MO3BOJIUT. ['ope 3aTomnuiio ¢ rojgoBou
U 51, He cooOpaxasi, TpsCJa MaMy 3a TUIeUH, MBITAsICh TPUBECTH B UYBCTBA.

Tak meHs u Hawen gen Mutpud, gpyr moero aeayimiku. OH ycnbiman Kpuk CUHANA PoXoas
MHMO U PEIINJI 3aiTH Y3HaTh, YTO CIYYHIIOCh. Jlasbliie s MOMHIO BCE Kak B TYMaHe.

[NomHIO, KaKk OH yCIIOKauBaJ CECTPY, KOTOpasi IpY BUIe MeHs HAYMHaIa Kpu4ath: «[leMoH, oHa
JEMOH |»

[NomHI0 6paTHIIKY, TPUILEIIEro B ceOs U He MOHMMAIOIIET0, YTO MPOMCXOAUT BOKPYT, OH 3BaJ
Mamy, 3aJTMBasiCh TOPbKUMU cjie3aMu. [ToMHIO, Kak MeHs Ha KPbUIBIO BbIBeJT MUTpHUY U CKas3all:

— TeGe Hy)HO OexaTh UHAYE YTOAUIID B TIOPbMY 32 TBOWHOE YOHICTBO.

—Ho... s xe 3ammiana ceMbio? — MPOroBOpMIIa HEMOHUMAIOIIIE.

— AnenuHa, MOCIyIIai, Kak MOXKHO OOBSICHUTB BJIACTSIM, UTO IIECTHAAIATHICTHSS JEBOUKA
XJIAJHOKPOBHO pacrpaBuiiach ¢ qeymsi ambanamu? He 3Haenis? Bot u s He 3Hat0. He Xouy BraBatbces
B MOJPOOHOCTH, HO THl HEOOBIYHA, & 3HAUYMT BHE 3aKkoHa. Tebe HyKHO OexaTb, M0Ka MaTpyJib He TIPH-
1.

Mosramu HoHMMaJIa OH TIpaB, Jake cama ceOe TOKa He MOIIa OOBSICHUTh, KaK BCE 3TO MpO-
M30IILIO.

— Kyna xe mue 6exarb? YV MeHs O0JIbllle HUKOTO HET, — OTBETUIIA 51 PACTEPSTHHO.

— B ropon Germ, s nam Tebe ampec apyra, OH IOMOXET, — OTBETHII Jiell, — TaM Hakjienb cede
MIpPUMEHEHHE.

— A kak xe Cunmu u IOmxuH? — 03a004YeHHO TIOMHTepecoBaiachk . bpocath UX coBceM He
XOTEJIOCh, BeJJb OHU OCTAJIUCh OHH.

— O HuX 1103a00TATCS BJIACTH, KaK O CHPOTAaX.
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3 riiaBa

S mpocHyach OT HACTOWYMBOTO CTYKa B J1Bepb. KOro Morio npuHecTy B Takoil Mo3HUIA yac?
HeoxoTHo BcTana ¢ KpoBaTy M, OIOM/S K JBEPH, OTKpbLIA.

— IlycTpblid, THI UTO TYT JeJaelib? — YIUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHIIA, YBUJEB Apyra Ha Iopore.

OH, ynbIOHYJICS CBOe (PMPMEHHOW KPUBOH YJIBIOOUKOH 1 0e3 crpoca BBUIWICS B KOMHATY.

— Mumo npoxoau, pemu 3aiiTi, — ckasajl, OCMaTpuBask KOMHaTy.

— Bpenib, — 100pomy1HO 3asiBuIIa 51, 3aKPhIBasi IBEPb U Pa3BEPHYBIIHCH OOJIOKOTHIACH CITHHON
Ha KOCSIK, CKJIaJbIBasi pyKHU Ha rpyau. — JlaBail BBIKJIaJbpIBaid, 3a4eM Ipuies’?

OH Hacynwics, Jefast OOMKEHHOE JIULIO.

— 51 yT0 He Mory MpOCTO TaK 3alTU K JApYyry? — COpOCWII TeaTpajibHO, KJajsl PyKy Ha Ipylb
TyAa, rae OMIoCh cepare.

— TIoHATHO, — eXMIHO OTBETWJIA, OTTOJKHYBILUCh OT KOCSKA U MOAXOs K OKHY OCTOPOKHO
BBIIJISIIBIBAS], — OT KOTO MpsiYellbesi?

— Yo cpasy npsuych, IPOCTO OTCHKMBAIOCh, — OYPKHYJI OH, OECLIEPEMOHHO 3aBaJIMBILICH HA
KpOBaTb.

— OnATp Urpas B KapThl WM KOr0 0OUMCTIII? — CIIPOCKIIa UPOHUYHO OOEPHYBIINCh.

— W 10 1 fpyroe, — He cTail OOJIbLIE OTIUPATLCS APYT, — HE cMOT ycToATh. [locMOTpH, Kakas
IIPENECTb.

OH jiocTan U3 KapMaHa IMIMPOKUH TUIETeHBIN 30J10TOM OpacieT U MOBOAWI Nepejl MOUMHU IJia-
3aMH.

— IIpUKMHB CKOJIBKO 32 HETO MOKHO BBIPYUUTb, — MEUTATENILHO ITporoBopu LycTpsiid.

— 3TO CAMIIKOM JI0pOrasi ¥ 3aMeTHasi Belllb, — IPOroBOpHJIa 3aJyMUrBO, Oepsi Opacer B pyKH,
— 6orochk Tebe MpUAEeTCs MPOAABATh €ro M0 YacTsIM U JKeJIaTesIbHO B Pa3HBIX KOHIIAX FOpOJa.

— Jla 6pock, HUKTO ero uckarb He Oyzer. CIIMIIKOM XJIONOTHO, — YXMBUIBHYBIIKCh, 3aMETHIT
APYT.

— Kro 3Haer, yuine nogcrpaxoBarbesi, — MpoOyOHMIIA s1, BO3Bpallast Opacer.

B aBepb onsATh MocTyyanu, M s HaCTOPOKKMJIACh, HO MO JIpyr Kak HU B YeM He ObIBaJIO MOJI-
CKOYMJI C KPOBATH U PUHYJICA K ABEPH.

— 4 3akazan yKuH, Thl e He MPOTUB? — CKa3aJl OH, OTKPbIBAsA ABEPb U MPUHUMAs MTOJAHOC OT
TOPHUYHOM.

— Hy pa3 3aka3an, gaBail moeanum, — corjacuiIach .

MBbI ycenuch 3a CTON M PUHSUTUCH 32 BeuepHIolo Tparnesy. LIycTpblii e1 MeasieHHO, akKypaTHo,
OpyAysl BUJIKOW U HOKOM, KaK HacTosmui apuctokpar. Habmonas 3a HuM, noiiMasa ceOsi Ha MBICIIH,
YTO MaHeps! Apyra, CIMIIKOM YTOHYEHHbIE [U1s Hautero Opara. S He 3Hauia, otkyna IlycTpslii B3siics
B HallleM 1ITabe M HUKOI/A He CIIPAIlMBaa, HO Ceiiyac MeHs 3TO 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO.

— Ckaxu, OTKyza y Te0s1 Takue MaHepbl?

OH nocMoTpe Ha MeHsI YAUBJIEHHO, ITOTOM TIepeBeJ B3MJIs Ha CTOJIOBbIE TPUOOPHI X YXMBLITb-
HYJICS.

— [Ipomnoe BocniuTaHue, — OTBETHUJI JIEHUBO.

— ThI 3Haeb TUKET? — BHOBb IOMHTEPECOBAIACh.

— Hy, B 00umx yeprax, — ykJIoHUMBO 3asBUJI LIIycTphiil, — a Thl pelimia BlyduTb STUKET?

— MHe 0bl He HOMeNIAJIo Napa ypoKOB, — KUBHYJIA 5.

— W nns gero BAPYr? — BONPOCUTEBHO MOAHST OPOBb APYT.

— JIns nena, — 4eCTHO OTBETUJIA, — TOJIBKO He CIpalllMBail il KaKOro, 3TO 3aKpbITast UH(POp-
Malys.

— IonsTHO, — mpoTsHyn lycTpelii pa3oyapoBaHHO, — JIAAHO, 51 TOTOB TeOe MOMOYb B 3TOM
BOIIpOCE.
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— OTIMYHO, MPHUCTYMAH, — AETOBUTO CKa3aja s yIbIOHYBIIIUC.

— Hy, 115 Hauaa BO3bMU BUJIKY B JIEBYIO PYKY M UCIIOIb3YHM HOXK JIJIs1 PE3KU Msica, a He Kycai
€ro, KaK C FOJIOAIHOTO Kpast, — eXUJHO 3aMETHJI IPYT, & s CMYIIIEHHO YCTAaBUJIACh HA BIJIKY C OTPOMHBIM
KYCKOM Msica.

— JlagHo, — mpoOyOHMIa 51, epeKIaabiBast MpuOOp B IPYrylo PyKy U Oepst HOX.

[ycTpelit 0OYeHb CEphE3HO MOAOILIEN K CBOEMY HOBOMY €Ny U TEPPOPU3UPOBAT MEHS BCIO
HOYb, ITPUBUBAS MTPABIIIbHBIE MaHEPHl U OOBSICHSS Te WK UHbIe cuTyarmu. K yTpy s rotoBa Oblia
€ro 3a/1ylIUTh WIX BHIKUHYTh B OKHO. B royioBe ObLT MOJTHBIN Oapaak, HaMeIaHHBIX TPaBHJL.

BeimpoBoauB ero, HakoOHeI[ cMOIJIa TocnaTh 0 odema. Bo nBoper s coOupanachk Onmmxke K
BeYepy, KOraa JAamMbl BHIXOAWIM Ha MpOryiky. Torga Obljla BOSMOKHOCTh NMEPEKUHYTHCSI CJIOBOM C
MIPUCITYTOM.

kokskok

S crosina B TeHM OrpOMHOTO JepeBa, BHICMATpUBAasi KOTO-HUOY/Ib W3 MECTHBIX TOPHUYHBIX.
BonbIioit pacKuAMCTBIH cajl BO3Jie ABOPLA, ObLT OTKPBIT IJIsI BCEX JKENAIOMIMX U 3aKPhIBAJICS TOJBKO
Ha HOYb. 3/1eCh YACTEHBKO MOXHO ObLIO BCTPETUTH BaXHBIX O0CO0, pasTyJMBABIIMX MO I'PABUHBIM
JIOPOXKKaM CO CBOMM ceMeicTBOM. KoHeuHo, MpocTo J1o He CTpeMIICS TONacTh Clofia, UM ObLIO
He KOM(OPTHO PSAJIOM C TUTOM.

Hesectbl uMniepaTopa Toxe ObLITH 3/1€Ch, TOTOMY UTO JaJibliie JBOPIIA ye3xKaTh UM ObLJIO 3arpe-
IIIEHO U CaJ] eJUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, IJie OHM MOIJIM TyJsATh. dambl 00moOoBam OeceiKy psaoM C
(boHTaHOM, PACTIONIOKHUBILIKCH TaM Ha JEPEBSHHBIX CKAMBSIX C MATKUMH MOAyIIKaMu. 11 HUX Obu1
HAKPBIT CTOJI C JIETKUMH 3aKyCKaMU M HAITUTKAMHU.

JloX JaBIIMCh, KOTAA OfIHA U3 TOPHUYHBIX HAIPABUTCSA K ABOPILY, MO3BAJIA:

— D1, moOe3Hasi, MOKHO Bac HA MUHYTY.

— Jla MagaM, KOHEYHO, — CKa3aJia JIeBYIIKa, MOAXOAS U MPUCAKUBASCH B KHUKCEHE.

Jleso B TOM, 4TO ceivac s BHIIIsAAENa, KaK CTaTHAs JaMa, ellle JHEM KyIWIa y MOAMCTKHY Oora-
TOe I1aThe U Ty(pi. BHEIHOCTh MO3aMMCTBOBAJIA U3 TIPOLIUION BCTPEUr. DTy Aamy s BUJesa BO3Je
TeaTpa, KOrja cieuia 3a 00beKTOM.

— Ckaxu-Ka MIIOYKA, KaK MPOABUTAETCSl OTOOP, €CTh JIU (paBOPUTKH? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH
OCTOPO’KHO.

JleByIiIKa OIJIsIHY/Iach 3a CIIUHY, BUIUMO, OOSICh THEBA XO3SIHKH.

— MHe Henb3s1 00 STOM TOBOPUTH MaJjaM, — IIPOrOBOPHMIIA OHA THXO

— A eciu s gam TeOe MATh Teco? — MPUIIY PUBIIUCH, TIPEITIOKIUIIA S

lopHrYHasi cMyIIIeHO KMBHY/IA U, TIPUHSB TUIATy, CIIpATaIa JEHbI'H B JIA( TIAThSI.

— Buepa 3akoHUMIICS e11ie OMH KOHKYPCHBIH 0TOOp, — OBICTPO 3arOBOpMIIA OHA, — U TI0 UTOraM
€CTb J1B€ (PaBOPUTKH.

— K10 0HM? — JTI00OMBITHO CITPOCHJIA.

— Karpun e bya u Mapuka ne TupoH — oTBeTis1a TOpHUYHAS, HEPBHO OIVISAIbIBASCh.

— A xomy 0oJibITie 6;1aroBOIMT UMITIEpaTop? — He YHUMAJIACh 51, MHE ObLIIO BaKHO IMOJ00pAThCS
COBCeM OJIM3KO K OOBEKTY 3aaHMS.

— Bce cynauar, uro Karpun ne Bya craner HeBecTON, OHM MHOTO IPOBOASIT BpeMsl BMecTe, —
MPOIIETTaja AEBYIIKA MHOTO3HAUYUTENBHO.

Sl OBOJIBHO YNBIOHYJIACH HOBOCTH. XOpolliee Havyaslo, 3HAUMT, 11e/Ib HAMeUYeHa.

— [Nokaxwu-Kka MHe, MMJIOUKa, 3Ty KPACaBHILy, X0y OLIEHUTh BKYC HaIllero MMIiepaTropa, — mpo-
TOBOPWMJIA IOBEPUTENIBHO, YIIBIOAsCh TOPHUYHOM.

JleByIiIKa OIJIsIHY/IACh 3a CITUHY, HAIIIa B3IJISI0M HYKHYIO JIEBYIIIKY ¥ KMBHYJIA MHE.

— BoH Ta, B KpacHOM 0apXaTHOM IUIaThe.

S mpocneanna 3a e€ B3rIsiioM. B TakoM mutaThe ObLIa JIMIIB OJTHA AEBYIIKA U JOJKHA 3aMETHTh
OHa M BIPsAMb KpacoTka. CTaTHas1, CTpOWHas1, C TOHKOM TaJIMel U BBICOKOM MBIITHOM rpyablo. YepHsie,
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KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCHI ObUTH 3a0paHbl B BBICOKYIO MTPUYECKY, YKPAILIEHHYIO POCCHITBbIO OPULTMAHTOBBIX
3aKOJIOK.

— Xopoiia, — mpoOopMoTaa ¢ I0Jield 3aBUCTH, — a KTO €€ TOPHUYHAS, MOTY YBHUIETh e€?

JleByIiIka yIuBIIEHHO TOCMOTpeSia Ha MeHs1, He TOHUMasi, 3a4eM MHe BIPYT IMOHAI00UIach Mpu-
ciyra.

— IIpocro xouy mepeaaTh yepe3 He€ CBOM MOKENIaHUsI TOCTIONKE, — MOSICHUJIA 51, YJIBIOAsCh 100-
POZLYIIHO.

KuBHyB ropunuHas u noodemayia nIpuciaTh JeBYIIKY, KaKk TOJBKO YBUAUT. MHe OCTaBaJIoCh
TOJIBKO JK/IaTh M HAZIESITBCS, YTO MOM TUIaH cpadoTaeT.

¢l BHOBB OCTanach ojiHa B O)KuiaHKe OymyIe skepTBbl. Eciin uecTHO, MOH 1y1aH ObLI Tak cede, s
Jaxe He ycriena MpuayMaThb, KyAa CIipsdy TeJo, HO 9TO MeJIOuH, ITIaBHOe — MOA00paThCsl K HEBECTe.
Osxuanue qaBajock C TPYAOM, HEYJOOHOE IJIaThe CUIbHO CAABIMBAJIO IPyIb U Memao abimats. C
pa3MepoM s ommoIach, He OKHMIANA, YTO JaMa OyAeT TAKUX KPYIHBIX pa3dMepoB. HakoHell 3ameTnia
ABYX TOPHUYHBIX UIYLIUX B MOIO CTOPOHY.

[NonpaBuB nMpryecKy 1 HALIENMB HA JIUIO MTPUBETIMBYIO YIIBIOKY, ITOMaxasa JeByIka. Ta, koto-
pyIo 5 MoA3bIBajia MEPBOM, YTO-TO CKa3aja BTOPOH yKa3blBasi HA MEHs, a MIOTOM HOILIa B CTOPOHY
OeceKu.

— oOpblil IeHb, Ma/1aM, BBl XOTEJIM MEHSI BUIETh? — CIPOCHIIAa TOPHIYHASI, TIOIXO/sI KO MHE.

— la moGe3Hast, IPOCTH, KaK TBOE UMsI? — IPOTOBOPHJIA 51 €JIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Mupka, Magam.

— Kakoe uHTepecHoe nmsi, — yIplOHYBIIIMCh, 3aMeTuIIa 5. — Tak BOT, MUpKa, y MeHsI eCTb Iojia-
POK /17151 TBOEH TOCHIOKH XOUY, YTOOBI ThI €70 Mepeiaa.

— Kak mHe npencraButh Bac, Majgam? — ClipocHiia OHa.

— Ckaxenib OT BEpHOW MOKJIOHHUIIbI, TOTOBOH CITY>KUTb IOCIIOkE BEpoil U paBaoi. OHa nou-
MET, — [poIIeJia IEPBOE, YTO MPUIILIO B FOJIOBY.

— Xopotto, r71e Balll NoJapoK? — yTOYHWIa TOPHUYHASL, OCMAaTpUBasi MEHs.

— HoiineM 10 KapeThl, 51 ero TaM OCTaBWIIA, TSKEJIOBAT, — YABIOHYBILICH, TPEAIOKIIIA, YKa3bl-
Basi Ha JIOpOry.

JleBy1iKa KMBHYJIa ¥ HallpaBHJIach 32 MHOW K BOpOTaM, i€ U MpaB/ja kaajia kapera. [lomonas,
OTKpbUIA JIBEPb U OTOIILIA, YCTyNasi MECTO.

— Ha cunenue crout kopoOKa, BO3bMH, TOKATYICTa, a TO MHE TSKEJO MOIHUMAThCS, — TPOTo-
BOpHJIA, MOPIIA HOC, — KOJIEH! OOJIST.

Mupka He 32 yMbIBasiCh MOAHSIIACH MO CTYIIEHH U 3aryIsHYJIa BHYTPb, JaJjblile ObLIO IeJI0 TeX-
HUKU. TOJKHYB €€ B CIMHY, 3allUXHY/Ia B KapeTy, a MOTOM OJHUM YAApPOM IO THIJIbHOW CTOPOHE
TOJIOBBI KacTE€TOM, BBIPYyOMJIa, OCTaBJIsIsl JIeKaTh OECCO3HATENBHO HA TMOMY. YCEBIIUCh HAa CHICHBE,
MOCTyYaJia [0 CTEHKE W KPUKHYJIA:

— Tporaii!

Kapera nonecnach npoys OT cajia, yHOCSI MEHSI M MOIO JKepTBY. UTO 3k IJ1aH cpaboTal, Tenepb
HYKHO M30aBHUTBCSI OT TeJa M BEPHYTCS B CaJl, KAk MOXKHO CKOpee, IOKa He 3aMETHJIU MPOMaXkH.
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4 ri1asa

S crosiia, OIyCTHUB TOJIOBY U 3aJI0)KUB PYKH 34 CIIMHY, BBICIYIIMBAsA BO3MYILEHUE B MOIO CTO-
POHYy.

— Kak THI mocMenia octaBuTh MeHst 6e3 pucMoTpa, Haxaika? Pa3Be Moil otell Majio riaTut
tebe? Eine pa3 yizens 6e3 pa3peleHusi, BHITOHIO WK c¢jiaM B Oopresib, Oyleib TaM OTpadaThIBaTh
cBou npoMaxu! — kpuyaia Karpus, pazmaxuBasi pykamu.

Ja ¢ xo3s11iKkol Mupke He MoBe3JIo, UCTepryHasi 0co0a Norajach, HO PUIETCS TepIeTh, Hajle-
[0Ch, HEJIONTO.

— Jla mucc, mpocTuTe MuUcCC. .. — JieneTana s, Aejas BUl, 4TO Ceryac paciavyych.

— Heuero comm pacmyckarb, WOy TOTOBb IUIAThE JJISI BeYepa M MPUHECH MHE MEPEKYCUTh
HEMHOI'0, — CKa3aJla OHA MOBEJIMTEJIBHO U yKa3ajia Ha ABEPb.

— Caymatochk mucc, — mpoOopMoTaia, MPUCaXUBasCh B KHUKCEHE U, pa3BEPHYBIIMCH Ha Kal-
JIyKax, BBICKOUMJIA U3 MOKoeB KarpuH.

Ceituac MHe ObLIO kalKo MUpPKY, KOTOpasi Oblla BhIHY:KAEHA TEPIETh Takoe OOpallieHre Kax-
IbIA J1eHb. MeHs yTelasio JIMiib OIHO, BCE 3TO MPOMJIMTCS HEJOJro, Mo KpaliHed Mepe, s Ha 3TO
Hajesuiack. [OpHUYHYIO MHE IPHUIIUIOCH CIIPATATH B OTHOM 3aXOJyCTHOM OOpjIesie Ha OKparHe ropofa.
Vo6uBath e€ ObUIO Kajlb, Ille MOJIOICHbKAs COBCEM, MYCTh padOTaeT MOCYJIOMOWKOM, a KOrja BCE
Oy/ieT KOHUEHO e€ OTIycTAT. A BOT KaTpuH, MHE XOTeNOCh YCTPAHUTh TOJIBKO 32 €€ XaMCKOe MoBee-
HUe, TIPSMO PyKH decanuch. Ho s eme nogymaro, ctout Jin Opath Ha ceds Takoi rpex. Mimmeparopy
TocJie CMepTU OHa Oy/IeT He Hy’Ha, YTO caMo Mo ceOe HakazaHue. OCcTaHeTcsl HEeBECTOW Ha BbIIaHbE,
J1a TOJILKO KTO K€ MO3apUTCS HAa HEBECTY, OT KOTOPOW UMIIEPATOP YMED.

3aiinis B rapaepoOHyI0, OCTOIOEHEe A OT TAKOTO KOJTMUECTBA IUIATheB, BUCEBINUX HA BEIIAIKAX.
41 e NOHATHS HE UMeJla, KaKoe TUIaThe pellnyia HaleTh X03s1Ka. OX, 4yio OIATh NOTy4y Ky4yy Hera-
TUBa. Pemmiia cHavyasia IpUHECTH €M JIETKMM NOJIHUK U 3a0/IHO pa3y3Harh o ruiathe. Ha KyxHe cra-
pajach Bce JienaTh ObICTPO M HU C KEM He MepeceKaThCs, HO yKe Ha BBIXOJIE MEHsI OCTAHOBUJIA TIOJI-
HOBaTasl pblkasi IEBYIIKA, C XUTPbIMU JIMCBUMHU IJIa3KaMHU.

— Mupka nipuBet! UTo, TBOSI X03sIiiKa OMATH roJIofHA? — CIPOCKJIA OHA, EXUIHO YJIbIOAsICh. —
Ect nocrosiHHO, 2 KOPM He B KOH$I, KaK rTOBOpUTCS. MO)eT OHa TOro? — HaKJIOHMBIIMUCH, ITPOLIENTaa
OHa YJIBIOASICh.

— Yero, Toro? — He NOHsJIa 1 HAMEKA.

— bepemeHHa, — MHOrO3HauMTEIbHO MPOIIENTANIA PblKasi M OAMUIHYJIA 3arOBOPUIULIKH.

— Jla Het, — MpoOOpMOTaJIa PacTepsIHHO, — MPOCTO OOMEH BEIIECTB XOPOIIIHUH.

— Yero? — Tenepp He MOH:AIA TOPHUYHAS, YCTABUBIIUCH HA MEHS HEJOYMEHHO.

— Jla HMUero, 3aHATa I, He BUUIIL? — OrPhI3HYJIACH $I, IOHUMAs, YTO COONTHYJIA JIUIITHETO U
MOCTIENINIA YIATUTLCS C KyXHH.

Xo3srKa oxujana B roctuHod. OHa cujena B KOKaHOM Kpecse, BO3Je KaMUHA U JIMCTajia
KHUTY, pacCMaTpvBasi KAPTUHKU. YBUIEB MEHS HEAOBOJIbHO CKPUBUIIA JIMLIO.

— Tl ceromHst HepacTOpOITHAs COBCEM, C TOJI0Ja MOMEPETh MOKHO, MOKA JI0KIEIIbCS TeOsI.

— [Ipocrute Mucc, BEIOMpasa BcE camoe CBexkee U JIydlliee, — POrOBOPUIIA, YIbIOasiCh IPUBET-
JINBO.

— Hy naBaii misiHem, 4TO Thl IPUHEC/A, — MPOU3HECIA OHA MO-LIAPCKU U 3aXJIONHYJIA KHUTY,
OTKJIaJbIBas €€.

Sl mocraBmIa MOAHOC HA KHWKHBIM CTOJIMK, CTOSIBILIMU PSZIOM C KPECJIOM, U CHSJIA CAJI(PETKY.

— Bor, cbip, OyxeHuHa, Jienemika u opoi. Hajgelock, BaM moHpaBUTCS.

— Conzer, — 1eHUBO 3ameTuiIa KaTpuH v npuHsIach HaKJIaAbIBaTh HA JICTIEMIKY TMPAMULY U3
CbeCTHOTO. S ¥ nMpaBaa yAMBWIACH €€ BOIYbEMY allIETUTY M BCIIOMHWJIA CJIOBA PbIKEN JEBAXU.

— IInarpe roroBo? — cripocuia oHa, MPOKEBAB KYCOK.
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— 4l xoTena cnpocuThb, BB TOUHO MOMJIETE MMEHHO B 9TOM I1JIaThe WJIM MOXET, 30JI0TOE OfieHeTe ?
— 3aIUIa U3 JajieKa, cTapasich He BbIIATh CBOIO HEOCBEOMIICHHOCTb.

— B 30710TOM 51 Gyny Ha (hpuHATBHOM Oally, a CEroHs BEUEpPOM XOUy OfeTh CHHee OapXxaTHoe,
OHO OTJIMYHO MOAXOOUT K MOUM IJIa3aM, — OTBeTHIa KaTprH 3a1yMurBO yab10asch, — OH HE CMOXKET
YCTOSITb.

— Xopollio, Kak CKaxeTe, 3HAUUT, CHHee OapXaTHOe ¢ KaMHSIMU, — YTOYHUJIA ST KUBas.

— Her, nypa, npyroe, KoTopoe pacHidTo cepeOpsiHOM HUTHIO, — BO3MYTUJIACh OHA, VISl Ha
MeHsI pa3ipakeHHO.

— AX, Hy ga, ¢ cepeOpoM. [loiimy roToBUTh, — OTBETHIIA 51, YIBIOASICh TIIYNO W TMOCHEIINIA
CKPBITBCS C I71a3 JOJIOM.

B rapaepoOHOl Hanuta HyKHOE IUIaThe M HaJeB ero Ha MaHEeKeH, pacrpaBuia CKJIAJKH.
XO0po110, YTO ITOT MaTepras He MHETCsI, MHave 51 Obl BCTpsiia. OTrapuBaTh TaKKe BEIIU HAJIO YMETh,
a 51 HUKOT/1a 9T0ro He fenaia. [lonoOpas HykHble Ty(IIH 1 akceccyapsl, sl TOBOJILHO OCMOTpelia MaHe-
KEeH, BPOJIe BCE CMOTPUTCSI TApMOHUYHO, Aymato Karpuu Oyaer JoBoibHa.

COopsl K BeyepHEMY NPUEMY BBUIWJIMCh B UCTEPUKY XO3AWKU U THICSUY MPOKJIATHI B MO
anpec. Tydmm okazanuch He Te, HAKUJIKA CIIMIIIKOM BBIUYpHasl, MEPUaTKN KOPOTKUMH, a KOJIbe U
Opacyer IemeEBbIMU. ITO caripuphi-TO JIeHIEBbIE?!

Msae XoTenoch €€ IpUAYIINTh y&Ke Yepe3 MATh MUHYT COOpOB, HO 51 CTOMYECKH JiepKaiach,
MOHKMMas, ellle He BpeMs, HY)KHO MOHAOMoIaTh, MOHATh, KaK OHAa BeJeT ce0s ¢ uMreparopom. S
BBITIOJTHSIA BCE €€ MOpPYYEHHs] MOJTYa, OTKJIIOUYMB SMOILUK M CTapasich HE CIyIIaTh OCKOPOJIEHHS B
CBOU ajipec.

Eme pa3 moxanena OemHyio Mupky, MOXeT, s €d YCIYry oOKaszajia, OrpajdB OT TakKou
ucrepuuku? HakoHer pe3yabrar ynoieTBopusl KaTpuH u OHA, MOKPYTUBIUMChH MEPEA 3€PKaJIOM,
JOBOJILHO MTPOTOBOPHJIA:

— Hy Bor, Teneps 51 6ecionoOHa, Bectep He cMOXeT OTKa3aTh MHE MPOTYJISTHCS 0 Cay.

E€ nmuno nmpeoOpasninock, BCsl UCTEPUYHOCTh UCUe3/1a, HA CMEHY MPUIILIA CKPOMHOCTb U MUJIOE
BeIpaxkeHue juia. Ceiluac OHa BBIMJISZIENA aHTEJIOM, HEXKHBIM 1BETKOM, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAIOIINM,
YTO Takoe XaMcTBO. AKTpuca u3 KaTpun nomyuuiack Xopouasi, Jake sl KaxAblid pa3 yIUBIIsIIach
TaKMM pEe3KUM TiepeMeHaM ToBefeHus1. OHa 4eTKo 3Hajia, KOrjga U rje MOXeT cebe MO3BOJIUTh TPy-
00CTb, a TAe JOJI)KHA OBITh MUJION U CKPOMHOM.

— Wnewm, Henb3s omnas3abiBaTh HA MPHEM, — CKOMaH/IOBaJIa OHa, TIOAXO/s K IBEPH.

[MocnymHo pacnaxHysa nepen Heil ABepH, MpoITycKasi BIiepe, 1 mocieoBasa 3a Heil. [Josens
XO35IHKY 10 ABEped MPUEeMHOro 3aa, caeslaia KHUKCeH U, 3a0paB HAKUIKY, YJTWIach B KOMHATY,
r1e OOBIYHO OJKHJAJIa MPUCITYTa CBOUX TOCHO.

Cawmo nomerieHre ObLIO HeOOJBIIM, a BOT HAPOAY HAOMIIOCh MHOTO. M Bce CTONMUIINCH BO3JIe
OI'POMHOTO OKHA 0 TIOTOJIKA, BHIXOJSIIIETO MPSIMO B IIPUEMHBIN 3aJ1.

— D1, Mupka, uiy cioia, — mo3Bajia MeHs Ta ke pbikasi AeBUIla, YTO BCTPETHIACh TIPeXk/Ie Ha
KyxHe. He crana oTka3bIBaThCsl, MHOI/IA OT IIPUCITYTH MOKHO Y3HATh OYEHb MHTEPECHYI0 MH(pOpMa-
LIMI0, & MHE OHa ObUIa HeOOXOmMMma.

— IlpuBer, — cka3ana s, MOAXO/S U BCTaBast PSAIOM.

— Bugenuce yxe, — XMbIKHYJIA JEBYIIKA, — Thl CETOIHS CTPAHHAs, CJIOBHO UyXkasl.

3asiByieHre TOPHUYHON HACTOPOXKHIIO, HY)KHO OBUIO CPOYHO MPHUIYMaTh OObSCHEHHE CBOEMY
MOBE/ICHUIO.

— $1 ceromHs royoBOM CHJIBHO yAapWiIach, Aaxe MaMsATh OTIIUOIO0, — IOCETOBaNA 51, pacTupast
HECYILECTBYIOIYIO IIUIIKY Ha TOJIoBe. — XO035lKa KPUYUT, pyraercs, a s MOJI4y, BIPYr y3HAaeT U
BBITOHUT B3alllen. Jlaxke c miarbeM HamyTasa, npejacTtapisenis? OX, Kak OHa BO3MYIIAIACh!

— Ox, 6eHast THI MOS1! — MMOKAYaB roJIOBOM, CKa3ajia JIeBYIIIKa, TPOHUKIIMCH MOEH MPOOIeMO,
— IIpaBmiibHO, HE TOBOPH, OHA y TeOs TICUXOBaHHAsA. Thl, €CJTM YTO KO MHE 0OpaIaics, MoICKaxy.
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— Kenmm XBaTuT 1menTaThes, ceiuac UMIIEpaTop MOSIBUTCS! — MUKHYJIA HA MOIO COOECeIHUILY
cocellka CrpaBa, Bo3pacTHasi ocooa.

Hakownerr y3nana ums codeceqnuiisl. [Tonepras e€ 3a pykas, mpoliernraia:

— A 4TO 3TO 32 OKHO, TOCTH HAC BUISAT?

— Her, He BUAST, — NOSICHWIA TUXO JEBYIIIKA, — C TOM CTOPOHBI 3TO OFPOMHOE 3epKaJIo.

— Kak 310poBo! — Bocxutuiiach UCKpeHHe. — Ml Ham pa3pelaioT noarisapBaTh?

— Ia, BIpyr KoMy 13 X0351eB IIOHAJJOOUTCS TIOMOIIIb MU ellle KaKoi KOH(Y3, MbI BCET/1a JOJIKHBI
MOSIBUTLCSI BOBPEMsI M TIOMOYb, 2 He JOKUAATHCS, KOTJa HAC MO30BYT, — OObACHWIA OHA, TIOKUMAsI
rieyamu. [[ns He€ 310 ObLTO OOBIIGHHOE /IeJI0, CMOTPETh 32 BCeMU Mpstyack. [{ns MeHs BCE ObLIO B
HOBUHKY, U f1 IaKe He T0I03peBajia O TAKUX MpaBUJIax BO IBOPLIE.

— Xopoliiee pelieHue, — 33 JyMUuBO MPOroBOPUIIA, MPUCMATPUBASICH K TOCTSIM C UHTEPECOM.

— ThI 4TO %€ cOBCEM HUYEro He MOMHHUIIb? — u3ymuiiach Kesu.

— Tloutn, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBETWJIA S, — KAK 30BYT XO3AWKY MOMHIO, @ BOT CBOU O0SI3aHHOCTU
HE OYEHb.

— He 6oiics, ecimv 4To MOJICKaKy, — OAOOAPIIIA MEeHsI HOBasi 3HAKOMasl.

3a OKHOM 3aurpajia TOpKECTBEHHasi My3blKa, a MOTOM IJIaliatail rpoMKo mpejactaBuil Ero
Nmnepatopckoe BemmuectBo. Bee gambl onmycTrivch B ITyOOKHMI peBepaHC, a MYKYMHBI CKJIOHHIH
TOJIOBBI B 3HAK MOUYTeHUS. B 3a71 Bolesl KpacUBBIN MYy XXUWHA JIET TPU/LIATH, B YEPHOM KaM30J1e pac-
IIMTBIM 30JI0TOM, KOTOPbII OUY€Hb YIaUHO MOJYEPKMBAJ €T0 CTATHYIO C BOGHHOH BBIIIPABKO (pUTypY,
TAKOTO ke IBeTa OPIOKU C 30JIOTBIMH JIAIIKAHAMH TUIOTHO OOTSTUBAIA HOTH, IMOKAa3bIBasi JIOBOJBHO
HaKaueHHbIC MBIIIIIBI, OT KOJIEHA OHU YXOJVJTH B BHICOKME YEPHBIE CAllory, HAYMIIICHHBIE JI0 OJiecKa.
Crerka BOJTHECTBIE TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI OBLTH YJIOKEHBI Ha3a/l, OTKPbIBast CTPOroe JUIo. MyKeCTBEHHBIN
BBICOKHI JIOO M YETKO OYepUYEHHBIE CKYJIbI TOBOPIIIM 00 YMe M PelIMTEeIbHOCTH MYKIMHBI. [Ipsmoit
ApUCTOKPATHYHBIN HOC, Kapye TJ1a3a LENKO BHIXBATHIBAIM HYKHbBIC JIETAIH, I'YObl U3TyYaJd JIETKYIO
YJIBIOKY TIPUBETCTBUSI.

OcMmoTpeB umrepaTopa ¢ HOT 10 TOJIOBBI, ITPUIIUIA K BBIBOAY, UTO AaMbl U BITPSIMb MOTJIH BJTIO-
OuThcs B Takoro MyxxurmHy. OH M3JIydasl YBEpPEHHOCTb U PEIIUTEIBHOCTh, PSAIOM C HUM JIOJIKHO
OBITH CIIOKOWMHO. [IBMXEeHU S TOYHBIE, HO TUIABHBIC, 4 9TO 3HAYUT OH XOPOIIHIA O0€ll, TeJIO JOCTATOUHO
peibedpHOoe 1 Aake KaM30J1 He MOT' CKPBITh IIIMPUHY TUI€Y, 3HAYNT, (DU3UYECKUE YIIPaKHEHUS eMY He
qyXabl. JJOCTONHBIA TPOTUBHUK, U 51 ObI HE XOTeJIa CTOJIKHYTHCS C HUM B TTOSTUHKE.

— KpacaBuuk, npaBaa? — cnpocuiia Keym, cMOTpsi Ha uMrieparopa 3aBOPOKEHHO.

— Hudero Tak, — mpoOyOHwMIIa 1, CKOpeii 1o mpuBbIUKe. Beera crapaiack cMOTpeTh Ha MYKYHH
KaK Ha MPOTUBHUKOB U He JIOIyCKaTh cuMmatuu. JIloOOBb B HAIlleM fiejie — 3TO 3aBUCUMOCTh, & MHE
OHA HE HYy’)KHa.

JleByliika MoCMOTpesIa Ha MEHsI U3yMJIEHHO, CJIOBHO BIIEPBbIE YBU/IEA.

— Jla Tl BUJATh U TIpaB/ia CUJIBHO TOJIOBOUM CTYKHYJIACh, PAaHbIIIE Thl IO HEMY MPOCTO COXJIa, —
MIPOrOBOPUJIA PhIKASI YXMBLISISCD.

— Buaumo, — coracunack, 4ToObl CKPBITh CBOM ITPOMax M B TOM BOIIPOCE.

Jlasipiiie MOTeKJIM TOMUTENbHBIE Yachl OXKuAaHus. ba ObuT B pasrape, rocTH BeCeINCh, TaH-
LIEBAJIH, €JI1, a MBI OBUTH BBIHYX/ICHBI IOTUTHCS B JYIITHOW KOMHATE, OKH/Iasi OKOHUAHHS 3TOTO MEpO-
npuATHs. 31ech Jake cecTb ObLIIO HEKY/Ia, MyKYMHBI, KOHEYHO, He 0CO00 YTPYKAAsCh, PACTIONOXKH-
JICh Ha TOJTy, KOPOTasi BpeMsi 32 UTPO B KapThl. A BOT JIEBYIIIKaM MTPUXOIUJIOCH MMOAMUPATH CTEHBI,
YTOOBI HE OMATH TUIaThsl. CKyvast BO3JIe OKHA, 3aMeTHIa, Kak KaTpuH B3sB 1oj pyKy UMIieparopa,
HaMpaBUJIaCh K OTKPBITHIM JIBEPSIM BEpaH/Ibl, BEAYIIIUM B Ca/l.

— Kenu, 9uro MHe fieniath? — BCTPENeHYBIINCh TYT ke CIIPOCHIA, TKHYB JIEBYIIIKY BOOK.

— beru B caz, oTHecH eil HAKMJIKY, €CJIM OTITYCTHT, YXO[I, — IPOrOBOPUIIA OHA, TOKE MPOBOXKAs
MApOYKY B3[JISIOM.
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S moGesxkasa K BBIXOY, Hal/s HA BelllaJKke HAKUJIKY XO3WKH, BBICKOUMJIA 32 ABephb. B camy
OKazajach POBHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJIa Mapa CIyCTWIach Mo cryneHssM. CKpOMHO OIyCTUB TOJIOBY,
MOJIONLIA U MIPUCEB B BEXKJIMBOM peBepaHce, MPoTsAHY/Ia HakuaKy Karpus.

— Cnacu6o moporasi, — mpoMypJIbIKajia OHa JIACKOBO.

— IMo3BosbTE 51 BaM MOMOTY, — FaJIaHTHO MPEAJIOKIIT UMITEPATOP U, B3SIB HAKUKY U3 MOUX PYK,
HaKUHYJ Ha 11eun Karpun.

— Bnaromapio, Bame BenmnuecTtBo, — mporoBopumia Xo3siiika, CMYIIEHHO YJIBIOHYBIIUCH. —
Mupka, Tl Ha CeroJHs CBOOO/IHA.

— la mucc, criacu0o, — OTBETHJIA, Jiejiasi KHUKCEH, MOTOM TIOMPOIIAIach C UMIIEPaTOPOM peBe-
paHcoM U OBICTPO PETHPOBAJIACH.

KoneuHo 51 He coOMpanach yXoauTh, MHE HYXKHO OBbUIO IMOHSATh, KAKME OTHOIICHUS CBSI3bIBAIOT
9THX JIBOUX, TO9TOMY 3aTavBIIUCh B TEHU OOJIBIIIOTO KyCTa, HE3aMETHO CJIeIoBaJIa 32 HUMU, CTapasich
JepKaThCsl Ha HY)KHOM PACcCTOSTHUM, YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH Pa3rOBOP.
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5 ri1aBa

— Ax, cmacu6o, Bame BemmmuectBo, 6an Obl1 3aMeuatesbHbIN, — porosopuiia Karpun, nenas
BOCXMIIEHHOE JIULIO.

— Korzna mb1 oHu 30BUTE MeHs Bectap, — mpesiokiI uMIeparop, yab0asich B OTBET.

— MHe npaBo HEJNOBKO, — CMYTHUJIACh AEBYIIKA, — Bbl TAKOW BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN, a 51 K BaM IO
MMEHHU.

— Ho Bam nipusiercs npuBbIKaTh, €CJIM CTAHETE MOEN HEBECTOM, — OTBETHJI OH MPOHUYHO, pa3-
BOJS pyKaMH.

— Ox, 3TO Takas OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, FOTOBA JIM 51 K HEW? — 3alyMUYMBO [IPOM3HECIA JEBYIILKA,
Urpasi pojib KPOTKOM CBETCKOM JIbBULIBL.

— HuxkTo He roToB, HO STOMY MOKHO HAay4YHThCsI, — CKa3all UMIlepaTop. — Bel Obl XOTeNN CcTaTh
nmneparpuiei, Karpun?

— Ecim otBeuy «Her», Becrap, 310 OyzeT JIOXKbIo, HO 51 HE CTPEMJIIOCh K BJIACTH, JIUIIb X0y
CKPOMHO CITy’KUTb BaM, — MSITKO oTBeTHIIa KaTpuH, a s1 orMeTnia mpo cedst, 4To 3Ta CTepBa I0BOJIBHO
XUTpA.

— Bbl XoTHTE MMETH JieTeii? — BAPYT MepeBesl TeMy pa3roBopa UMIIepaTop.

— KoneuHo! — He 3a1yMbIBasiCh, BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — DTO XK€ TaKoe YydO KayaTb Ha pyKax
MaJIEHbKOE CYACThE OT JIIOOMMOIO MYKUMHBI.

OT e€ HaurpaHHOCTU MEHs aX MEepeAepHYJIo, Heykelu umrnepaTop He BuauT e€ joku? Ha ero
MecTe s Obl Oexkasia OT TOM THYCHOM OCOOBI M Jlaske OJM3KO K cebe He moaryckaia. Ho MyKurHbI
CJIETIB, KOTJJa JyMAIOT MO3IOM B ILITaHAX, 32 YTO ¥ PacIulauuBalOTCs IOTOM.

— Bo1 moOute MeHs? — Bapyr cpocuil e€ Bectap n ocraHoBUBLIMCH IOBepHY KaTpuH nuom
K cebe.

Ona omyctuiia r1a3a, n300paxas CTeCHUTEIbHOCTb.

— Ax, Becrap, Bbl 3acTaBisieTe MeHs1 KpacHeTb, — KOKETJIMBO 3aMeTUJIA.

VimniepaTtop nosoxuil J1a/IoHb Ha IJ1e40 JEBYILIKH, a TOTOM BTOPOW PYKOH OCTOPOXKHO MOIHST
3a OAOOPOIOK TOJIOBY BBEPX, 3aCTaBJIsAsI IOCMOTPETh Ha CeOsl.

— [Mouemy? 51 3a/1aJ1 TPOCTOI BOTIPOC ¥ €CIIU €CTh YyBCTBA, TO M OTBET AOJIKEH OBITH ITPOCTHIM,
— MOBTOPUJI OH YJIBIOHYBILKCB.

— Bel ke 3HaeTe, B 001IeCTBE HE IPUHSATO TOBOPUTD BCIYX O YYBCTBAX, — MOMBITATIACh BHIKPY-
TuThCs Karpu.

— Ho ™Mbl o1HM, — HE yHUMAJICS UMIIEPAToP.

— BepHo, — HEOXOTHO corylacuIach OHa, — a YTO €CJIM, Y3HAaB O MOMX YyBCTBAaX, Bbl pa3oyapye-
TECh U pelInTe OTKa3aTh MHe?

Nmniepatop mocMoTpes Ha He€ MPUCTAIBHO, & TOTOM PacCMesICs TeTIbIM OapXaTHBIM TOHOM.

— I'mymoctu, 51 He MOry pa3oyapoBaThCs B JTIOOBH, a BOT €CJM €€ HeT, TO, BO3MOXKHO, pa3oya-
PYIOCh.

— Hy, xoHe4HO ke OHa ecTh! — TyT e BbIMania MOPBIBKCTO JieBylIKa. — Pa3Be s crayma Obl
MIPOBOAMTDH C BAMHU BpeMsl, Ml IOPTUTh PEIyTaluio, He Oyl BBl MHE CUMIIATUIHBI?

Takoe 3asiBIeHHe MOIEHCTBOBAIO Ha BecTapa, M OH HAKJIOHMBIIMCH HEKHO MPHIAJ K TyOam
KarpuH B jierkom notuesnye.

— Hapnerock, 4To HeT, — yXMBUIbHYBILKCh, OTBETHJI UMIIEpPaTOp M BHOBb CMEHWJI TeMy. — §1 ciibl-
a1 y Bac OOJbIIas cemMbsi?

— Ha, y MeHs1 Tpu Opara ¥ JIBe CECTpBI, 51 KaK pa3 CpeJHsis. A BOT Y MAMHHOM CECTpPBI 2K AECITh
netelt, npeacrasisere? I1o OTHOBCKON JIMHUU BCE TOPa3jo CKPOMHEE.

— 3HA4UT, KEHIMHBI BALlIEro pojia JOCTaTOYHO MJI0JOBUTHI, — MIOABE UTOT UMIIEpaTop.
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— MoOXHO ckazaTb ¥ Tak, — yJIbl0asich, oTBeTMIa KaTprH, — MamMa rOBOPHT, YTO MbI CO3JaHbI
IJIs1 POJIOB.

Crnerka yaMBwiIach, oyemMy BAPYT UMIIepaTop UHTepecyercs e€ porociaoBHou? HaBepHska oH
Y TaK 3HaJ 0 Hell Bc€. Vim 310 ObL1 HaMek Ha Oymayiiiee? Mon poxkars Tebe MUIOUKa, He IIepepoXkaTh.
dy, kak 310 y)xacHO! Bo3HMKaIO OlIyIieHe, 4To OH BHIOUPAET IIEMEHHYIO KOOBLTY, 2 He HEBECTY.

Jlabiiie pa3roBop CTax HEMHTEPECeH, OHU NIepeluTd Ha (PIIPT, OT KOTOPOTO MEHSI IMTPOCTO TOIII-
0. CIUTIOHYB IO MPUBBIYKE Ha 3eMITIO, BHIpaXask TEM CAMBIM CBOE HEJIOBOJIbCTBO, Pa3BEPHYJIACh U
MOCTIeIMIIA B KOMHATY Joxunareest Katpun. M3 Bcero pasroBopa noHsijia, 4To UIMIIEPATOp, B MPUH-
U1, OTPEeeINIICS C BBIOOPOM.

Karpun BepHyach OKOJIO TIOTHOYHM, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI JIeUb CIIaTh OHA TI03Bajia MEHSI.

— Mupka, npriHecH MHE JIOpOKHOE IJIaThe OBICTPO, — MPUKa3ajia OHa BIACTHO.

XoTena crpocuTh 3a4eM, HO BOBPEMsI OCEKJIACh U MIPOCTO MOJTYA BHITIOIHUIIA TTPUKA3.

JleBy1ka ObICTPO Mepeosenach, CHsJIa BCe YKpAIeHHs], paclyCTHIa BOJIOCH U CHIpsTaja Moj
KAIIIOIOH [UIMHHON HAKUIKU.

— He x1m MeHs1, BEpHYCh K yTpY, — 3asiBIJIA XO3s5IHKa U OBICTPO CKPBUIACH 32 JBEPHIO.

Sl yauBieHHO TpoBOIMIIA €€ B3IJISIIOM pacTepsiBIIvCh. He oxuaana, 4to oHa Oy/eT Tak pHc-
KOBaTh, /1a ellle Nepejl MOCAeHAM KOHKYPCOM. Periiia npocieuTs 3a JeBUIIel, BO-TIEPBbIX, MHTE-
PEecHO, Ky/ia OHa IIoMYaJIach MOCPEAN HOUM, a BO-BTOPHIX, MHE HYKHA uBasi KaTpuH ¢ He3ansTHaH-
HOU pernyTaluei, ”HaYe MO IUIaH MOJIETUT K YEPTSIM.

Brickonb3Hyna cieioM, He 60sich ObITh 3aMeYeHHO. Most BTOpasi CYIIHOCTbh HEBUVUMOCTD U
B HY)XHBII MOMEHT 51 MOIJIa €€ aKTHBUPOBATh, MPaBJa PeKO MOJIb30BaIaCh, TOTOMY UTO TPATHIIOCH
CJIVILIIKOM MHOTO HEPT MU U BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE ObLIO AUTeIbHBIM. HO KOPOTKMMM BCIIBIIIIKAMY BITOJTHE
MOIJIa TI0JIb30BaThCs €3 Bpesa /AJ1sl CBOeTro pecypca.

Bri6e:xaB 13 1BopIIa yepe3 YepHbIi X0 115 TPUCITYTH, YBUENa, Kak KaTpuH caauTes B Kapery.

— Bor ke xk, ko3a... — BeIpyrajach s, HOHUMasi, YTO HE YCIEBalo 3alpbIrHyTh Ha OaraxHyio
CTYIIeHb C3a]IH.

Kapera ymyasnace B HEM3BECTHOM HaIlpaBJIEHUH, a sl OCTAJIACH CTOSATh Ha JOpore, 0OayMbIBas,
Kak Ternepb MocTynuTh. Bpsin mu cmory otcnenuts KarpuHs, cien yxe notepsiH. BepHynack Bo 1Bopelt
U pelmia, oKa eCTb BO3MOXHOCTh, OOBICKATh TIOKOW TOCTIOXKH.

CHauana npocMoTpesa Kax/blii CAHTUMETP T'OCTUHOM, HO HAYEro He Hamula. Torna nepeme-
CTWJIACh B CMAJIBHIO XO35MKH, B HAIEXKIe XOTh TYT YTO-TO HAWTH. 3aryIsHYB B SIIUKU KOMOJA, ITyCTO,
NiepeBepHyJIa BCe MKATYJIKK C YKPAIEeHUsIMH, UI[a BTOPOE IHO U ONSITh HU4ero. Heyxkenu HuKkakoro
komripomara? He MokeT ObITh, Yy TaKOIM 0COOBI 00SI3aTENIBHO JOIKHO YTO-TO ObITh. Hy He morynsth
K€ OHa COpBaJIaCh HOYBIO B CIEIIKe, He O0sICh THEBA UMIIEpaTopa.

[NepeOupana IparolileHHOCTH B MIKATYJIKE M Jaxke TMO3BOJMIAa ceOe MPUMEPUTh HECKOJIbKO
Bemuil. [Tocne 3aBepieHrst 3a1aHus 51 CTaHy OOraToi Jieu, Be/lb BCE 3TO OOraTcTBO JOCTAHETCSI MHE.
BpumanTsl, U3yMpyasl U caruphl, JTy4dIIAX MAacTepoB 3TOro Mupa. KOHEYHO ¢ IpOCTOi BHEIITHO-
cThi0 MUpKH, YKpallleH:usI He 0000 COYETAIUCh, HO YJOBOJIBCTBUS OT IPUMEPKH 3TO HE UCTIOPTHUIIO.
OcMOTpeB KOMOJI ¥ TPIOMO, S TIEPEMeCTUIACh K TMCbMEHHOMY CTOJY.

BriiBUHYB SIIMK cTONA, AOCTala KUITy OymMaru jjis miceM, JIeKaBIIuX B HeM. Jlasbiie, mocTy-
YaB 10 JIHY SIIMKa, OOHAPYKHUJIA ITyCTOTY.

«BoT OH, TallHUK !», — TPOHECIIOCH B TOJIOBE.

OCTOPOXHO BBITAILIUB SIIIUK, CTAjla UCKATh MOTAHON 3aMOK M BCKOPE MOM TOTIBITKY YBEHYa-
JIMCh YCTIeXOM. 3aMOK INEJIKHYJI, M KPBIIIKAa OTKMHYJIACh, OTKPbIBAask MOEMY B3IJISIAY CTOMKY IHCEM,
3aBEPHYTHIX B KPYKeBHOM IIaToK. [lepeOpaB muchMa BUMTHIBAsICh B a/ipecara, OTVIOKUIA B CTOPOHY
T€, KOTOpbIe ObUIM OT POACTBEHHHKOB U Ipy3€eH, a BOT MapOUKa HEM3BECTHBIX KOHBEPTOB MEHS 3auH-
TepecoBaJia, CKOpPer BCEro OT TAallHOIO MOKJIOHHUKA. Pa3BepHYyB OHO U3 HUX, Hauajla YUTaTh:

«Most munast KatpuH, 51 ckydaio 1o tede, KakIylo CeKyHay, MHE TaKk He XBaTaeT TBOEro 3BOH-
KOTO CMéXa M HeKHBIX TolieyeB Ha rydax. C HeTeprieHueM Xy, KOrja yke 3aKOHYUTCS STOT HeHa-
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BUCTHBII OTOOP M Thl BHOBb CTaHEIlb CBOOOIHON. X0Uy BEpUTh, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE BCTAHET MEKLY
Hamu. Ecnm tak nipousoiiner, s ympy! He3auem xuth, eciiv TBOsS JOOOBb OTKakeTcs oT Te0s1. Kaxk-
OBl eHb 0e3 TeOsI KaKeTCsl XMYPhIM, a MBICII TIOCTOSIHHO BO3BPAIIIAIOTCS K TOMY JIHIO, KOTJa MBI
BriepBble ObUTH Om3kK. Thl ObuTa Tak BocxuTHuTenbHa! Haneiock, 3Tux qHei Oyner B Halllel KU3HU
MHoro. Beeryia Oyny 1e0s 5 /1aTh B HaIlleM YKPOMHOM MeCTe, IJie BCE HAllOMHUHAET O Tede. A MOXeT,
Thl OpocHIlb BCE, U Mbl cOexxum? §1 Obl MOT YCTPOUTH 3TO, TOJBKO cKaxu! Koy TBoero oreera, C
mo6oBbio. T.»

CIOXMB JIUCTOK, 5 32lyMYMBO TIOCMOTpEJIa B OKHO, TJIe TYCKJIO CBeTHIa JiyHa. 3HauuT, Katpun
KPYTHT JIIOOOBB C He3HaKOMIIeM. HacTopakuBaeTt, 4To MyKUMHA TaK OTKPBITO MMUIIET O CBOMX XKeJla-
HUSIX U 4yBcTBaX. OH CJIOBHO MHITAETCS OKYTaTh €€ CETSMHU M He AaTh BOBMOXXHOCTU BBIPBATHCS U3
Henkux oobsaTUid. He yauBIIOCh, €C/T MOTOM OH PelIvT MaHTaxupoBath e€. Bor xe mypa! S Obl
TOYHO HE CTasla Tak pUcKoBaTh. Ecim mmmneparop y3Haet, KarpuH ¢ mo30poM BBITOHST ¢ OTOOpA.

Emre pa3z ocMoTpeB Bc€ BOKpYT M HU4ero OoJibllie He HalIs, S OTIPABUIACHh B CBOIO KOMHATY U
nerna cnath. Het cMblcia gouIaThest BO3BpaieHust Xo3siiku. Kak s ommoanacs!

I'me-to ¢ paccBetom, yciblana, Kak BepHynachk KarpuH, a motoM oHa OecriepeMOHHO BOIIA
B MOIO KOMHary.

— Mupka BcTaBail, MHE HyKHa IOMOUIb.

Sl monckoumia Ha KpOBaTH M yCTaBUJIaCh Ha XO35HKY. [1aThe MOpBaHO B HECKOJIBKMX MECTaXx,
HAKHUJKW BOBCE HET, 3aITyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI TOPYAIN KaK TMaKJIH.

— Yo cnyunnoch? — CIpOCHIa CIPOCOHOK M BKJIIOUMJIA HOYHUK. — O Goxe!

Ha nuiie neBymiku npsiMo Ha CKyJie CBETUJICS OTPOMHBIN OapoBbiil cuHsIK. KaTpuH oTBepHY-
J1ach, HE KeJiasi IEMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOK «KPACOTY».

— [IpuHecn uTo-HUOYIL XOJIOJHOE ¥ HAOepy MHE KyTiesib, — CKa3aia OHa M HalipaBHJIach K ceoe.

BricTpo oneBmch modexana Ha KyxXHIO, Halllla B XOJIOAWIBHON KaMmepe 3aMOPOKEHHBIN KyCOK
Msica ¥ rmodekana oOpaTHO.

— Bot npunoxkure 310, — MPOroBOpuIIa s, MPOTATMBasi KYCOK, — HO 3TO BPSL JI IOMOXET, TYT
Hy’kHa Ma3b Teperna.

— Kakas ma3p? — nepecripocuiia KatpuH, a 51 3aMoJikiia, MOHUMAsi, 4TO COONTHYJIA JIMIITHEE. —
Hy xe, nosropu.

Hwuuero He octaBanoch, Kak 0ObSCHUTH, O YEM PEYb.

— Ectp y Hac B ropozie moAnosbHbIH JieKapb, OH TOTOBUT OTJIMYHYIO Ma3b OT CHHSIKOB U CCaJIVH,
3a CYTKM BCE CHMAET — IIPOrOBOPUJIA s CKPOMHO.

— ¥V 1e0s1 oHa ecTb? — TYT ke CIIPOCHIIA JIEBYIIKA.

— Her, — otBeTmna, pa3Boas pykamu.

— Hocratb cMoxkelb? — MpoosIkKasia paccpaliBaTh MEHs X03sIMKa.

[NonmymaB HemHoro, KuBHY:a. Jlydre n30aBUTh €€ OT CHHSKA, YTOOBI HE BBI3BIBATH MOI03pe-
Hui. HanoiHMB Kyness ropsiueit Bojo, octaBwia Karpud oTMokath, a cama mocreiuia B ropo/.
Crapplii paliloH HAXOIWICS HA IIEHTPE, TaM KWJIM B OCHOBHOM TOPTOBIIBL. YJIUIIBI OBUTH YXOKEHBI,
BO3JIE KQXKIOW JBEPH CTOSUIA KAJKU C IBeTaMu. Tepes Kui B mojBajie oqHoro u3 nomoB. Korma-to
OH CyMeJI CIIaCTH KYyTIIIA OT CTPAIIHON OONE3HH U TOT B OJ1aroflapHOCThb BBIIEIII eMy TojiBalt. MHo-
rue 3HasH o Tepesie 1 MoNb30BAJIMCh €r0 YCIyraMu, HO TaK Kak JIMIIEH3WH JIeKapsi OH He MMell, BCE
9TO OBbLJIO HE3aKOHHO. A ellle OH MOMOrajl HallliM HaeMHHUKaM TI0Cjie PaHEeHWi, Belb Mbl HE MOTJIH
00paTUTHLCS HAMIPSIMYIO K JIeKapIo.

JloOpaBIIKCch 10 HYXKHOTO JIOMa, TMOCTy4Yasia B OKOIIKO MOJBaJA, JOKAANACh, KOTAA 3akKETCS
CBET U y OKHA NoABUTCA Teper.

— Yero TeGe? — CpoCuII OH COHHO.

—IIpuBetr! MHe oueHb HyKHA Ma3b OT CHHSIKOB, — [IPOTOBOPHIIA 51, PUCAKUBASICh HA KOPTOUKH.

— OnaTh TeOs MOKOJIOTUIH? — YXMBUTBHYBIIIUCH, CITPOCHII OH. — He jkeHCKoe 3TO /1eio ObITh
HAEMHHKOM.
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— DT0 He MHe, — MIOMOTAaB TOJIOBOM, OTBETWUJIA, — OJIHOM JEBYIIKE, CHHSK Ha CKyJe, HY)XHO
CPOYHO CBECTH, OT ITOTO 3aBHCHT €€ KM3Hb U PeITyTaIlHsl.

Tepes HocMOTpes Ha MeHsI TPUCTAIHO, TOTOM B3/I0XHYJI M TOIIIEN BITyOb KOMHATHI. ClIblIIaa,
KaK 3BSIKQJIM CKJISTHKY U OypyaHue X03siMHa MojiBajia. B ckopoM BpeMeHH OH MOSIBUJICS Mepe]] OKHOM
Y TIPOTSIHYJT MHE CKJISTHKY C OypOH KIKeH.

— Maxb He xkaJiesi, TpU pa3a B JIeHb, CHUMET OTTEK M KPacHOTY, 3aBTpa ykKe MOouTH He Oyner
BUJTHO, — IPOr'OBOPHJI OH HACTABUTEITHHO.

— Cnacu6o 6ompinioe! — modnarogapuia s, youpasi CKJIsIHKY B KapMaH. — CKOJIBKO s IOJKHA?

— Venyry Oynens 1omkHa, — OypKHYT Tepen U 3aKpbUT OKOIIIKO.

4l BcTasa v, OCMOTPEBIIXCH 110 CTOPOHAM, MOCTIEIIIIA TIPOYb. YCIYTY 5, KOHEYHO, MOTJIa OKa-
3aTh, HO OYEHb HE JIIOWIA OCTABAThCS B JIONTY. DTO BCEI/ia BHIOMBAJIO MEHS U3 KOJIEH.
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6 ri1aBa

BepHysimck Bo ABOpell, MPOIIMBITHY/IA HEBUAUMO B arapTaMeHThl KaTpuH.

Omna nexxasa B TIOCTeNH, BCE ellle Jepika MOATASIBIIMI KYCOK Msica Ha CKyje. YBUAEB MeHS,
O’KMBUJIACH.

— Hy 4ro, nocrana? — cripocuiia ¢ HaeKA0M.

— la, — oTBeTHNA s, IOAXOIS U Ca/AsCh HAa Kpaellek KpoBaTH. [JocTaB U3 KapMaHa CKJISIHKY,
OTKpBUIA U, 3aYepPIHYB MajblieM Ma3b, HaHecIa Ha OOpHOBYIO reMaromy. — Jlekapb ckazan mas3arb
TpUY pasa B JeHb OOUJIHHO.

— Korna coiiner? — npommnena Karpun, Mopiack ot 60iu.

— 3aBTpa yx Oyzaet nosnerde. Kto 31o Bac Tak? — penmiach ClipoCHTb.

JleBy1iKka momoryajia HEMHOTO, IMOTOM MOCMOTpesa Ha MEHs MPUCTAJIbHO U BCE K€ peluia
OTBETHUTb.

— Hanmanmu kakue-to yOmonku B ropoje, Koraa Bo3Bpaijajiack Bo Aopell. HaBepHo xorenu
JeHbI' 3a0path.

— W k1o Bac cnac? — He yJep:KaBIlIMCh BHOBb 3a/1aJ1a BOIIPOC. DTO ObLJIO BaXkHO, €€ BUIEIH, a
3HAYUT MOTYT y3HATh KTO OHA TaKasl.

KatpuHn Ts1keno B3IOXHYJIa U MaxXHYJIa PyKOH yCTao.

— INonunau BoBpeMst nofocreny. [TpuIio UM IeHer aath, YToObl MOMTYAIH, — MPOrOBOPUIIA
OHa pazjipaxeHHo. — Jlyudrie Obl rpabUTeNIsIM JIeHeT OT/Iajla, TaM Y TOYHO He BCILIBLUIO Obl HUYETO.

Sl BcTaa ¢ KpoBaTu U 3aIiarajia rno KoMHare, 0O1yMbIBasi CJIOKUBIILYIOCS cuTyauuio. He ¢akr,
YTO CTpak¥ OyIyT MOTYATh, MOTYT U JIOJIOKHUTh WJIH IIAHTAKUPOBATh HAYAT.

— Bel Tak puckyete co6oit, rocrnosxa, Heyxenu He OouTech? — CIIpOCHIa Cepbe3HO, IIIsi/Is Ha Heé
BHUMartesbHO. [ToHMMaeT 1 OHa BCIO CTeneHb CBOETrO MOCTYIKa?

— Boroch, — BAPYT npu3Haach OHA, 3aKPbIBasl YCTAJIO I71a3a, — ecii Obl MOIJIa cOexkarh 1aBHO
caeania.

Sl ynuBneHHO yctaBuiach Ha Xo3siiiky. He oxungana ot He€ Takoro npusHaHusi. OHa roBopuiia
Cepbe3HO, ITH CJI0BA HE ObLIM HIYTKOM.

— Bul npaBaa xotute yoexaTb? — nepecrpocuiia pacTepssHHO, BHOBb MPUCAXUBASICh HA Kpai
KpOBarTHu.

— Xouy,— noarBepauia Katpun, — HO He mory.

— Iouemy? Heyxenu ummneparop BaM He MUJI? — OCTOPOKHO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH, OOSICH CITyT-
HYTh €€ OTKPOBEHHOCTb.

— 39X, Mupka, cpa3y BUIHO, U4TO Thl HE JIIOOMIIA, — B3AOXHYB, OTBETUJIA XO35MKa, — KAK MOKHO
OCTaBaThbCs C TeM, KTo TeOe Oe3pa3inyeH U AyMaTh BCE BpeMsi O TOM, KOro Jiioouib? Hukak Henb3s
Y JJaKe JICHBI'M He YCIIOKOSIT JII0OsIIee cepiie.

BriepBbie 3a BcE BpeMsl HaXOXKJIEHHUs psIOM MHe CTajio e€ kasib. Karpun u npaBia Myumiiach,
TIBITASICh BBHIOPATh MPABWIIBHBIN IyTh. Cep/lie pBajioch K JTIOOUMOMY, a pa3yM ¥ OJIM3KUe TpeOOBaIH
ocTatbes ¢ umneparopoM. OHa MorJIa CTaTh KOPOJIEBOM, HO JKeJlajla OCTaThCs TEeHTKOM.

TyT B roJIOBY NpHIIUIa Ujiesi, YTO BO3MOKHO, ITO MOM IaHC N30aBUTHCS OT TpadriHu Oe3 KecT-
KOro BMellaTeIbCTBa B ee K13Hb. OHa BCE clienaeT caMa, Hy>KHO TOJTbKO ITPABUIIbHO Pa3bIrpaTh KapThI.

— A Kak BHI IIOCTYIIHTE, €CITU CKaXy, YTO MOTY BaM MOMOYb cOexaTb? — OCTOPOKHO MPEJIO-
KU, TS Ha peakIvio U OHA MOCIieIoBajia He3aMeAIUTeNbHO. [ 71a3a IeBYIIKY 3aropesivuch Haaex-
TIOW.

— Tsl MOXeIlIb 3TO YCTPOUTH, HO KaK? — B3BOTHOBAHHO cripocuiia Karpu.

— Hy ckaxewm, 51 cMory crienath Tak, YTO HUKTO HE JOraJaeTcs O Balllei Mpomnaxe, — YKJIOHYUBO
OTBETWJIA 1, HE IO KOHIIA J0Bepsis eil. [ OBOPUTH O CBOEM Jlape TOYHO HEe COOMPAIach.

locnoxa 3agymainach, HEPBHO MPHUKYCHIBAsi HUXKHIOW T'yOy.
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— Her, 310 HEBO3MOXHO, — MOMOTAB T'OJIOBOM, 3asiBWJIAa OHA, — s (paBOPUTKA, MMIIEpATOp HE
OCTaBHUT MeHsI O3 BHUMAaHHUSI.

— [Nocnymaiite, 9TOOBI CKPBHITHCS BaM JOCTATOYHO JIBYX THEH. S CKaxy BceM, UTo Bbl 32001€/I1
Y HE MOKETe BCTaBaTh C MOCTEJIH, — IPOTOBOPUJIA 1, TIHITAsICh YOSIUTD JIEBYIIKY.

— DT0, KOHEUHO, MOXET cpaboTaTh C UMIIEPATOPOM, HO BOT MOH OTell. . .

Henonumarore ycraBuiach Ha X0351KY, IIPY YeM TYT OTell?

— OH TyT Xe mpuOEkKUT BO JBOPEI] U MPUTALTUT Kydy JieKapel ¢ coOOoM, — MOKaIoBasiach
Karpun.

— C oTmom Jierko pazodparbcsi, — YABIOHYBIIKMCh, OTBETWIA s, — HANUWIINUTE THCHMO, YTO
HeBaXxHO ceOst uyBcTByeTe. OH MpUJIET, a Bbl IPUTBOPUTECH CIISINIECH, YTOOBI HE TTOKA3bIBATH CUHSIK
Ha Juue. I cMory oTroBOpUTh OyIUTh Bac.

KarpuH HeoBepYMBO B3IVISIHYJIA HA MEHSI.

— A nekapu Kak xke? — yTOYHWJIa OHa.

— A U1 HUX HEBECTHI BCe Ha OJJHO JIMIIO TaK, YTO s BIIOJIHE MOTY CKa3aTbCsl OOJIbHOW BMECTO
BacC, — MpeJIOKIIa YBepeHHO. — Ham Hy)XHO BBIMIpaTh Bpems /1711 Bac.

JleByIiKa 3afyMYMBO CMOTpeJia Ha MEHSI, MbITasICh MOHSATh, CTOUT JIU JIOBEPATH TIPUCITYTH.

— 3ayem Tebe 310, Mupka? — Bapyr cinpocwia Karpun HactopokeHHO, — MHe Ka3anoch, Thl
MEHsI HeHABUTHIIIb.

—TITpocro s 3a 1I0OOBB, — OTBETHJIA, YIIBIOASCH, — 3a4€M MYUUTHCS, €CITA MOKHO IIPOKUTH CUACT-
JMBYI0 X13Hb? [1aBHOE, YTOOBI BB OBUTM YBEPEHBI B CBOEM M30paHHUKE.

— 51 B Hem yBepeHa, Kak B ceOe! — BhIainia OHa 3aajibyrBo.

[Tryka KTOHYNA, TOHSUIA 51 ¥ JOBOJBHO YJIBIOHYJIACh CBOEMY YCIiexy. XOpOIo, KOraa MHe
HE MPUXOAUThCS YOMpaTh YeloBeKa U OH caM ycTpaHsiercsi. KoHeuHo, paHOBaTo eIe CTaHOBUTCS
KarpuH, MHOTOrO He 3Hal0 PO He€, HO pa3 BHINAI IIAHC HYKHO UM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS.

— Toraa He cTouT TepATh BpeMsl, — MOJBea UTOT XJiomasi ceOsl Mo KOJIeHsIM 1 BCTaBasl.

— Jla—na, Hy)KHO cOOpaTh JOPOKHYIO CYMKY U HAITKCATh 3AITUCKU, — IEJIOBUTO KMBHYJIA XO35MKA,
ycakuBas IOyIoOHel Ha MOCTe |, — Jail MHe Oymary | repo.

S OXOTHO BBITIONHMIIA €€ TTPOCHOY, a MOTOM TIOIIIa B rapiepoOHYI0 32 CYMKOU. BepHyBIIUCS,
MIPOTOBOPHJIA:

—Bor, ynoxwure Benm, 6eprte TOJIHKO caMoe HEOOXOIUMOE.

— Xopo1o, a Thl MOKa OTHECH BECTOUKU. DTy MOEMY OTILy, a 3Ty JIOOMMOMY, — OTBETHIIA
KarpuH, npoTaruBasi MHe JBa MaJIeHbKUX KOHBEPTHUKA.

— Kyna nHectu? — cripocuia, coBcem 3a0bIB, YTO HAXOKYCh B CTATyCe TOPHUYHOM.

— Kak o0b14HO, — Opocuiia X03511Ka, MoKaB IJIeYaMH 1 BCTaJla C IMOCTENIN, HAaKU/IbIBasl XaJar.

TyT s1 cooOpasuna, uto Mupka HaBepHsKa 3HauIa aapeca. Yro ke MHe nenars?

—Tocroxa, mporry mpocTUTh MEHs, HO 1 3a0blIa aJpeca, — TPOroBOPUIa U3BUHSIOIIMMCS TOJIO-
COM, —[IBa THS Ha3aJ1 TOJIOBOH yAapuiIach CUJIbHO M BOT TeMephb €CTh MTPOBAJIBI B MAMSITH.

Karpun obepHynach ¥ ocMOTpesia Ha MeHsI 3a{yMYHUBO.

— A #-TO IymMalo, oueMy Thl TaK W3MEHUJIACh, TeNepb MOHATHO, TPaBMa CKa3alach, — MPOro-
Bopuia oHa. — To, YTO OTITy OT/Hail BHU3Y TOHILY, OH OTHECET, a BTOPOE HECH B TOCTHHHUILY «JIeoH»
Ha yiuue benzenbckoid. OctaBuilb y XO35IMHA 3aBE/ICHUS.

KuBHyB, yopasna nucbMa B KapMaH M MOCHeNniIa Ha Boixod. KoHeuHo, 51 puckoBasia, JOBepsis
KarpuH, HO KTO He pUCKyeT, TOT He MbEeT U3 30JI0TOro Kyoka. Puck — 3to yacte Moelt mpodeccun,
TaK 4TO 51 TOTOBA K 9TOMY.

[Mrcpmo ocTaBUiIa MO HYXKHOMY apecy, OCTaBJIssl B XOJUIE TOCTUHMIIBI Y TOJICTOTO PBIKETo
XO35IMHA, a OTOM pelia HaBecTuThb cBoero apyra llycrporo. OH, Kak Bceraa, B 3T0 paHHEe BpeMs
OTCBINIAJICS B IOME CBOEH JTIOOOBHUIIBL. DTO s 3HAJA TOYHO, BOT YK€ JIBa rojia, MO Jpyr, ObLIT MpH-
Bs3aH K TOH JIEBYIIIKE M XOTb BCSAYECKU OTPUIIAT CBOU UYBCTBA, HO s MPEKPACHO BUjENa, KaK OH
JAOPOXKUT UMH.
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JoOpaBmvce 10 J0Ma MOAKMCTKY, MOCTyvasa. [{Bepb JOJITO He OTKPHIBAIU, HO s ObLIa HACTOM-
YKBa M BOT, TOCTIBIIIAJICS 3aCMaHHBIN royioc Posu.

— Koro Tam uepti HOCAT B Takylo paHb?! — ABepb pacraxHysach, yBUIAEB MEH, AEBYIIIKA CKOP-
YKJIa HeJJOBOJIbHYIO rpumacy. — M yero tebe He CIIUThCS ¢ yTpa nopaussiie, Moppu?

— U 1ebe nobpoe yTpo, — mporesia s 1 YMOKHYJIa e€ B meKy. — [IpocTi, MHE CpOYHO HYKEeH
ycrpsrii.

— Wam HaBepx, APBIXHET OH, a 5 MoKa Kode cBapio, — mpoOyOHmIa Po3u 10OpOIyITHO YIIbIO-
HYBIIIMCh ¥ TIONLIENaIa Ha KyXHIO.

Boiins B noM, mogHslach Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, TJe pacrojiarajach CHajibHs. 3aijis, 3amMeTusia
Apyra, CHaBIIEro «3Be3/I0i» Ha MOCTENU. «XOPOIIO YCTPOUJICS, — YXMBUIbHYJIACh PO ceOsl, — U I1e
TyT Po3u nomernaercs?»

— DM, COHsl BCTaBa, JIeJI0 €CTh, — CKa3ajia TPOMKO M CO BCErO pa3Maxy IUIIOXHYJIACh PSIIOM C
HUM Ha MOCTeb.

[IycTpelil MOMEHTAJIBHO C TPYIIMPOBAJICS M OTKATWIICS B CTOPOHY, MOYTH Tajasi C KpoBaTH,
HO B €r0 pyKax ye ObLT KIIMHOK.

— ThI 4TO pexHyIach! s 9yTh HE 000C. . ., — OH OCEKCSI, CMyTHBIIHCH TIOPHIBA, — YTO 32 IPUBBIUKA
myrath MeHs1, MoppH, a eciii TIBIpHY HeYastHHO?

— He ycneens, 51 OpicTpee, — €XHIHO 3aMETUJIA, YAbIOAsCh APYTY, — K COXAICHUIO, TOJIKO TaK
MOXHO TeOs1 OBICTPO Pa30yaHTh.

— Yero npunuia? — yxe 0osnee COKOHHO CIPOCHIT OH, BHOBb JIOKAacCh HA KPOBATh U MPsSYa HOK
TOJ1 TIOIYIIIKY.

— HyxHO nipociequTh 3a OfHOM 0cO00M, — cpasy mepeluia K JIey.

— Boraras? — 3auntepecoBasics LLlycTpsiid, I71s1/151 HA MEHS JIIOOOMBITHO.

— Jla, HO 3TO ceifuac HEeBa)KHO, MHE HYKHO IMOCTOSIHHO 3HaTh €€ MecToHaxoxaeHue. Ho, eciu
OHa BJIPYT coOepeTcsi 00paTHO, Tl AOIKEH MOMEHTAJILHO TIPeLyPeAnTb, — TPOTOBOPHJIA, CTAHOBSICh
CEPbE3HO.

— Moxer niporrie youts u Bcé? — npenyioxui LycTpsiit 1eHuBo.

MHe HpaBUJIOCh, YTO OH HUKOT/IA HE 3a/1aBaJl JIMITHUX BOIPOCOB, JOCTATOYHO MPOCTO CKA3aTh
3aJaHue.

— Ecnm Bc€ noiiziet He 1o TU1aHy, TO s TaK M MOCTYILTIO, — OTBETHJIA YECTHO, — HO Ceiivac MHe
BBITOJTHO, YTOOBI OHA cOexkaa c JIIDOOBHUKOM U He TOSIBJISIACh B TOPOJIE XOTS Obl HEJIe JBE.

—DTO CBSA3aHO C TBOUM 3allPETHBIM 33/1aHHEM? — CIIPOCHII IPYT JIIOOOMBITHO.

— VIMeHHoO, — He cTana CKphIBaTh MPaBAY, — OT ITOIO 3aBUCUT MOSI KU3Hb.

— C 31010 u Ha/10 OBLJIO HAYMHATD, — OYPKHYJI JPYT, CTAHOBSICH CEPhE3HBIM.

JlocTaB U3 KapMaHa yBECHCTHII MelIoueK ¢ AeHbramu, opocuia LlyctpoMy npssMo B pyKH.

— D710 TeOe Ha epBOE BpeMs.

OH B3BeCWI MEIIOK B pyKe W IPUCBUCTHYJI, YIMBJIEHHO NIEPEBO/S B3IJIsIT HAMEHS.

— la TYT IpUJIMYHOE COCTOSIHUE, — TIPOTOBOPUI OH, — MOTY IIIMKOBATb.

— Iukyi, rmaBHOE — HE YIYCTH U3 BULY 0COOY, IOHSI? — yIBIOHYBIINCH, OTBETHIIA 1.

— 3améTaHo, Korja MpUCTynarh? — COIJIACHIICS JPYT, BCTaBasi C KPOBATH U HaJieBast OPIOKU.

— CeronHs HOYBIO.

S KOpOTKO pacckazaa 3a KeM MPUIETCs CIAUTD U Ie UX NMokuaars. OOroBOpuB BCe JIETay,
MBI CIYCTHJIMICh Ha KyXHIO, TJie TIPUSITHO TaxJio apomaTHbM Kode. LycTpslil mozomien K Xo3sike
JI0Ma ¥ HEKHO UMOKHYIT B IIIEI0.

— DX, Po3u, onsaTh BakHbIE Jea pa3iydaioT Hac ¢ TOOOM, — TPYCTHO IPOTOBOPUI JPYT, @ MHE
MOIMUTHYT.

— W 4to Ha 3TOT pa3z? — cnpocuiia IeBYIIKa, jeast BOZMYILIEHHbIN BU/I.

—MHe npuercs yexarb Ha HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi, HO, He NEPEeKUBai, ITOT JIeHb 51 IPOBEY C TOOOH,
HaCJIakJ1as1Ch JJacKo, — mporoBoput [llycTpeiit, ooHumas Po3u 3a tanumio.
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OHa TyT ke yJIbIOHY/IaCh M, Pa3BEPHYBIINCH B KOJIbIIE €r0 PYK, MPUJIbHYJIA B MOLIENTYE.

Bs3s1B KpyXKy C ropsuum Koge, OTBEpHYJIACh K OKHY, YTOOBI JaTh UM HACTAJAUTCS IPYT APYTOM.
[lycTpslii, KOHEYHO, BETPEHBIN TOBAPUII, HO TIOXOLY OH Halles CBOIO JI000Bb. OH He MpU3HaeTCs
KOHEYHO, Be[lb CBOOOA /I IyJiepa BakKHEe, paHO WM Mo3aHo Po3u ero 3aapkanut. §1 gaxke He
COMHEBAJIaCh B 3TOM.

[NomHI0, peBHOBaNA €ro MoHavasly, MHE ObUIO CTPAIIHO MOTEPSITh EAMHCTBEHHOTO Opyra, HO
CO BpeMEHEeM NPUBHIKIIA, a y3HaB Po3u 1 BoBce ycrmokowack. [leByIliKa He MbITalnach OTHATh €ro Yy
MeHsI, OTHOCHJIaCh JJOOpOKeJaTeIbHO M BCera nomorana, eciam TpedoBanock. OnuH pa3 yKpbiBasa
MEeHsI paHEHHYIO OT TOJIICMEHOB, PHCKOBaJIA CHIIBHO, HO He cana. [locie Takoro s MCHbIThIBAIA K
Hell yBaXeHHUE U 0JIaroqapHOCTb.

— WUrak, ruiaH neicTBUil MOHsTeH, Oyny BoBpeMsi, — noAses utor LycTphiil, OTOpBaBIIUCH OT
CBOEM TIOJPYTH U TOXe Oepsi B pyKU KPYkKKY. — OcoOble oKeTaH!sI eCTh?

— Ectb, — 00epHyBIIHCH, TPOrOBOpUIIA, — OyIb OCTOPOKEH CaM M MOMOTrail UM. DTOT moder
JOJKEeH TIPOWTH TJIAJIKO, HUKTO HE JOJIKEH OCTAaHOBUTH OETJIeIOB.

— Iousn, cnenaio, — MPOCTO OTBETHUII IPYT NO-BOEHHOMY.

— Cnacu6o0, — ynbIOHYBIIIUCh, CKa3ania s, CTaBs KPYXKKy Ha CTOJ, — JIaJHO, MHe Topa. Po3wu,
criacn6o 3a uygecHslid koge. Eme yBuaumcs.

1 He moKa3bpIBasIa CBOETO BOJIHEHU S, HO B yIIle He ObLIO YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO BCE TIPOM/IET IT1a/IKO.
Bo3moxHO, s1 BUXKY JIpyra MOCIeAHUIA pa3 U 3aBTpa MeHs Ka3HAT. OTMesna HEeNmpoIleHble MbICIU U
PE3KO pa3BepHYBIIMCH Ha KaOIyKax, MOILIa Ha BBIXO/I.

— Moppwu, Bc€ Oynet xoportio! — kpukHy1 MHe Besen LycTparid.

51 He oOepHynach, IIOXasi IpuMeTa nepe] JejioM, HO B jylie roonarofapuia apyra 3a Moj-
JEPKKY.
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7 ri1aBa

BepnyBiuchk Bo JBOpeL, MpsMo Bo3sie KOMHaThl KaTpuH cronkHysack ¢ e€ otiioM. OH HEpBHO
XOZIMJI TIO KOPUJIOPY, 3JI0KMB PyKH 3a ciiuHy. [la, rocroxa Oblia mpasa, rnaraiia mpumMJaiicst B TaKyo
paHb, OECIIOKOSICh 3a CBOE YajIo.

— Ho6poe ytpo, mucrep e Bya, — mozgopoBaach, fenasi KHUKCEH.

— O, Mupka, rze Tbl ObUIa, KaK TaM MOsI I04b? — TYT K€ MepeLIes My)KUMHA K pacClpocaM.

— Cnut HaBepHO, — MOXaB IJIeYaMu, OTBETUJIA 1, — 5 Oerasa 3a JIeKapeM.

— OHa 1 npaB/ia 3a00s1esa? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH HEJJOBEPUMBO. Sl KMBHY/Ia OATBEpKIas. —
Sl Hagescs, 9TO 3TO OYepeJHOM Kanpu3. XOoTesl IOrOBOPUTh, HO OHA HE OTBEYAET Ha CTYK, — Pa3fio-
cafioBaHoO nporoBopuJ. — [oiinu, msHs, cout an?

— XopoI1110, MMHYTOYKY, — CKa3aJla, BHOBb IIPUCEAasi B KHUKCEHE, U MPOIIMBITHYJAa B TIOKOU
Karpum.

JleBy1iIKa cuiesia 3a IMCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, 33JyMUMBO IJIsiisl B OKHO M MOCTYKHMBAs MaJIbLIaMU
no crosemHuie. OHa SIBHO JieTana B 00J1akax, CTpos IJIaHbl Ha Oyy1iee.

— T'ocnioxa, Tam Bai oTell. .. — IPOroBOpHJIa s, yKa3blBasi Ha JBEPb.

— Jla, 3HaI0 5, — OTMaxHyJ1aCh OHa pa3/pak€HHO, — CTOWJIO HaINMCcaTh, Kak OH yxke TyT. Ceilyac
HAYHET YUTATh HPaBOYUEHHUE, YTO OONETh He BpeMsl, UIMIIepaTop AOJKEH YyBCTBOBATh MOE BHUMAHHE
1 ToMy noiooHoe. Kak e meHs 6ecut Bc€ 310!

4l moponta 6;mmke K Hell U YIbIOHYBIIMCH OTBETHIIA:

— [lepexuBaer npocTo.

— 3a JeHbI'M OH MEPEKUBAET, BIPYT UMIEPATOP PELIUT OTKA3aThCsA OT MEHs, 3Haelllb, CKOJILKO
oten otepsieT? — 3asBuIa Karpun exuaHo. — Beb OH BJIOKWIT KPYIJIEHBKYIO CYMMY B MO¥ rapaepoo,
4yTOOBI MOMACTh Ha OTOOP.

— [ToHumaro, HO BaM Bce paBHO MPUAETCS €ro MPUHSATH, HY’KHO YCBITUTbh OAUTEIBHOCTD — IPO-
roBOpUJIa 51 HACTOMYMBO. — Jlydllle npuieds Ha KpoBarTh.

— 3Halo, MPOCTO HUKAK HE MOTY HaCTPOMThCS, — CKa3aja KarpuH BcTaBas M HauMHAs] METaThCs
10 KOMHare, 3ajaMblBasi pyKu. — Bo MHe KUIAT 3MOIMK, Kak TYT IPUTBOPATHCs OobHON? OTelt
XOPOIIIO MEHS 3HAeT, BBIUMCIIUT CPasy, UTO 51 UTPaIo.

— Torpa npenuiaraio BbIITUTh YCIIOKOMTENBHOE, — MPEAJIOKHUIIA TIEPBOE, YTO MPHILUIO B TOJIOBY,
— OHO TIOMOXET PacCIaOUThCS.

— TouHo! — Bock/mMKHy/a aeBymika. — Hecw!

Yepes nomyaca Karpun connas nexana B KpoBatd. [ToBepHYyBIIMCH HAOOK, I/ie KpacoBasiach
remaroMa. /[yt 6oseit yoeanTebHOCTH Ha JI00 TOJIOKUIIN BIaKHOE MOJTOTEHIIE.

— 30BH €ro, a Tos MOYTHU 3aCHYJIA, — 3€BHYB, IPOrOBOPUJIA JICHUBO XO35MKA, JieJ1asi CTpajaib-
YECKUU BUII.

OTKpBIB 1BEpB, NpUITIACHIa MUCTepa e Bya B nokou.

— AX, MWIast MOsl, HAKOHEL-TO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, BXOJS U Cpa3y HaIlpaBJIssACh K NOCTEH. —
Kak TbI ce0s1 uyBCTBYeIllb JEBOUKA MOs1?

— Cnatp X041y, — IPOTsAHYJIA JOYb.

— [Nonnmato, moHMMal0, — MpOOYOHMIT OTel], — 51 YK€ BBI3BAJI HAIIIETO JIeKapsl, [yMaio, OH CKOpPO
Oyzer.

— 3auem? Mupka npuriacuia ABOpLOBOro, — KanpusHo oTeeTmia KatpuH.

— Ham nekappb 3HaeT Te0s ¢ JeTCTBAa U TOYHO CMOXET ITOCTaBUTh HA HOTM, — TBEPAO 3asIBHII
mucrep ae bya.

— JlagHo, — oTMaxHYyBILIUCh, Tpou3Hecaa KarpuH, eil Bce TpynHee ObUIO TOBOPUTH, YCIIOKOU-
TeJIbHOE JIEHCTBOBAJIO, MOrpy:kasi JEBYIIKY B coH. — [Iporty, npegynpeaure umneparopa, 4ro s He
cMory ObITh Ha obere.
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— Camo co0oii, — KUBHYJI OTell, — OTJbIXai, Muiasi, 1 Bc€ ycrpow. Hametoch, 3aBTpa THI yxe
OyJienib Ha HOTax.

— 4l nocrapatocs, naneHpka, — ckasaja OHa U, 3aKpbIB [JIa3a, YCHYJIA.

I'pad ne Bya, mocrosi eme HEMHOTO BO3Jie JOYEPH, CJIOBHO MBITASICh YJIOBUThH €€ JIbIXaHUE,
MOTOM B3/IOXHYB, Pa3BepHYJICS U HANIpaBUJICs K aBepu. [Ipexae uem BeIATH, CKa3al:

— Cnenu 3a Heil Mupka, eciii 4To 30BU MEHsI He3aMe[JIUTEIbHO, ToHs11a?

— INoHsia rocrnonuH, — OTBETUIIA, TIpUceAasl B KHUKCEHE.

Orel1 BbIIIIET U3 KOMHATHI, OCTaBJIssi HAaC oqHUX. KaTpuH Kpernko cnajia, Tuxo nocamnsiBasi. He
cTaJsia TepsTh BpeMsl, TPOBEPHIIa COOPAHHYIO XO3SMKOW CYMKY, YO€IMIach, YTO OHA He B3siJla HUYETO
yuiHero. CBOM yKpallleHusl IEeBYIIKa COpsTaja Ha caMoe JHO, HaJlesCh TIOTOM BBIPYUMTh 32 HUX
MPUIMYHYIO cCyMMY. IIOMyCTUTh TaKOTO s HE MOTIJIa, MHE HYKHBI ObLTM YKpaIlleHUs IS Jefa, 1a U
muctep ae bya, siBHO crenut 3a HuMu. OcTaBuiIa B CyMKe IIapy KOJIell ¥ TApovKy He 0cO00 JOpOrux
KOJTbe, OCTAJIbHOE BBITAIIMIIA U cripsitaia. Haneock, Karpu He Oyaer 3aHOBO MPOBEPSATh COOpaHHbIS
BelIN.

YV MeHsl BO3HUKJIA ellle 0fiHa poodiieMa, eciiu 51 3aiMy Mecto KaTpuH, To KTO-TO JOMIKEH 3aHSTh
MecTo Mupku. MoxHO, KOHEYHO, BEPHYTh MIPEXKHIO AEBYIIKY, HO TOrJa s PUCKYIO OBITh pa3odia-
yeHHOU. [Ipuciyra XopoIo 3HaeT NPUBBIYKM CBOEH XO3MKM M cpa3y Joragaercs o noagmene. Her,
3/1eCh Hy;KHa COBEpILIEHHO HOBasl TOpHUYHAs. Penia, moTomM MONpoCUTh UMIIEPAToOpa, BhIACTUTD
MHE HOBYIO TOPHUYHYIO.

UYepes yac Ha nopore nosiBWICS jiekapb. OH npencraBuiicss MUCTepoM MaprKoM U MONPOCHIT
MPOBOJIUTH K XO3SIHKE.

— OHa e1ue cruT, — CKa3aJsa Ha/IesCh, UTO OH MPUJET [03KE U K TOMY MOMEHTY F'eMaToMa CTaHeT
MOYTH HE3aMETHOM.

— Huuero crpaiiiHoro, st mocrapaioch He IIIyMeTb, — HACTOMUMBO 3asIBUJI JIEKaph, — MUCTED e
Bya npocun ocratbest psioM ¢ Hell.

Bot 310 noBoport! Tosibko 3T0 MHE He XBaTaJlo, MOCTOSTHHBIN KOHTPOJIb JIeKaps.

— IIpoxonute, — MpOroBopuIIa s, BITyCKask MYKUMHY U TIPOBOXKasi K MIOCTENIN OOJTbHOM.

Kak nazno, Karpusa moBepHysach BO CHe Ha APYroil OOK M Tereph Ha e€ JIMIEe KPacoBaJICs
MOTEMHEBIIUNA CUHSIK.

— Y10 3T0? — CIIPOCHJI JIEKaph, YKa3blBasi HA HETO.

— Ynaina, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJIA, YK€ 3Hasl, KaK MMOCTYIUIIO JaJblIIe.

— Vnana? — npunoaHsB OpoBb BOMPOCUTETHHO TIepecpocuit oH. — He moxosxe.

OCTOpPOXHO OTKUHYJI OJIESIO, pacCMaTpuBasi pyKM Ha HAJIMYUE JPYTUX reMaToM, a MOTOM U
HOTH.

— Her, 310 He nasieHve, e€ ynapwim, — yBepeHHO 3asiBII MUCTep Mapuk. — S 1o/mkeH cooOmuTh
mucrepy e bya, HemenneHHo.

— Coo0maiite, — OTBETHIa PABHOAYIIIHO.

— Bbl 3HaeTe K10 3T0 cAenan? — OCBEIOMUJICS OH.

— Her, mHe rocrnioxa He JOKJIaAbIBaeT, — OypKHYJIa pa3apaxeHHO.

— SIcHo, onsATh Bpelb, Mupka? BeuHo Thl MOKpbIBaeIlb Oe3yMHbIE MTOXOXKICHUST XO3AUKH, —
MIPOTOBOPHJI JIEKapb, Kauasi ToloBoi. — J[lymaio mopa tede CMEHUTb MeCTO padoTHI.

— DTO0 J1e710 MOel TOCMOXHU, a He Ballle, 3aHUMaNTeCh CBOUM JIEJIOM JIy4llle, — OrPbI3HY/IaCh
s1, otxoas nofaseiie. [TpaBa Karpun, nekapb-To, IIMUOH MAareHbKUH, BOH KAaK XOPOIIIO 3HAET BCe
CeMelHbIe Aena.

— He nep3u, — Opocuit MyK4rHa, MPUCAKUBASACh HA KPOBAThH W MPOIIYIBIBAS MYJIbC JCBYIIKH,
MOTOM IPOBEPHJT TEMITEPATYPY U JOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJI. — Hy MOHSTHO, G0JIe3HM HET, BCE JeJI0 B reMa-
TOME, na?

S mpomomnyana, mycTh IyMaeT 4To XOYET, TENEPb yke BCE paBHO. [ToOOHABIINMCH, ONEPHYJI CIOP-
TYK U, B35IB CBOM CAKBOSI’K, HAPABUJICS K JABEPU.
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— Ioiiny moaemock CBOMMU BBIBOIAMH C MHCTEpOoM Jie Bya, — eXuHO cKa3ai JeKkapb, OTKPbI-
Basl IBEPb, NP ITOM IJVIsI/IsI HA MEHSI XUTPO, BUAMMO OXHUJAM, YTO 51 Oydy MOJUTD 32 XO3SUKY IIH
MIPE/JIOKY Ha OTKYII, HO Y MeHsI ObUTH COBCEM APYTHUe TUIAHHL.

— 51 Bac mpoBOXy, — OTBETHJIA, MUJIO YJIBIOASICh U C HAMEKOM.

My>X4MHa TIOCMOTpEN Ha MEHs1 YAMBJIEHHO, HO MPOMOTYal. Mbl CIyCTHIIMCh TIO CTYIIEHSIM B
XOJIT, @ OTTY/A BBIILIH B cajl. Vs o rpaBUitHOM JOPOXKKe, 51 NCKaJla MOAXOASIIEee MECTO U MOMEHT,
KOTJa JOCTAaTOYHO YAAJIUMCS OT JBOpLA. 3aMETUB BO3JIe OOJBILOTO JepeBa CKaMblo, MOHsIIA, BpeMs
MIPUIILIO.

— Ail! — BCKJIMKHYJa, Mafas K HOraM JIeKapsl ¥ XBaTasich 3a JOIBLKKY.

— Yo cyunnoch? — BCTPETIEHYJICS MY)KUMHA U TTPUCEST HA KOPTOUKH PSIIOM CO MHOM.

— Kaxercst HOry mogBepHyJa. .. — IpOCTOHANA 51, KOpYach OT OOJH, — KaK ke OOIbHO!

— aiite 51 TOCMOTpIO, — MOTPeOOBAJ JIeKapb.

—ITomorwute nydire 70 CKaMbU JIOUTH, TaM M IOCMOTPHTE, — 5KaJJOOHO MOMPOCHIIA, OTMaXHBAsICh
OT PYKU MYKYHHBL.

Muictep Mapuk momMor MHe OTHSATHCS U, TOICTABHB IUIEUO, ITOBEN K CKaMbe, CTOSIBILIEH BO3JIe
PACKMUCTOTO JiepeBa. YCaauB MeHsl, OMyCTHIICS Ha KOJEHH UM OCTOPOKHO TOJHSB TMOJOJ TUIAThs,
B3sUJ1 MOIO HOTY M CTaJI IPOLITYTIbIBATb.

— Tak 60muT? — crpoci OH 03a00YEHHO, TS/l CHU3Y BBEpPX Ha MEHS.

INocmoTtpena Ha HEro COBEPIIEHHO XOJIOAHO W PABHOAYIITHO, MPsiYa SMOIMY 32 MAHIMPh MPO-
(peccronanmzma.

— Her, — ckazana s1, ObICTPbIM JBIKEHHEM PYK, CXBATHB €0 32 TOJIOBY PE3KO JIepHYyJa B CTO-
POHY, JIOMasi TO3BOHKH.

Muictep Mapuk He ycrien KpUKHYTb, JIMIIb B I1a3aX OTPa3WIOCh U3YMIIEHHE, a TIOTOM CTpax
oco3HaHusl. OH yTKHYJICS JIMIIOM B MOM KOJIEHH M 3aTHX. MoJya norjiauia ero rno peaeionym Boio-
CaM.

«[Ipocty, ceronHs He TBOH JIEeHb», — MPOIIETTala, YyBCTBYs ropedsb Ha s3bike. OHa Bceraa
TMOSIBJISIACH TIOCTIe YOUICTBA, 3aMEHsIsl YyBCTBO BUHBI, KOTOpOE 1 MpsTaja IIIyOOKO BHYTPH.

B3noxHyB, BcTasa 1, MOAXBATUB TEJIO MOAMBIIIKH, OTTAIIMIA 32 ITMPOKUI CTBOJI IepeBa, psiya
OT MOCTOPOHHMX I71a3. TyT ero HaliJeT caloOBHUK WM Te, KTO PELINT IMOCU/IETh Ha JIaBouke. Psaom ¢
MYKYMHOH BBICHINANA COAEPKUMOE CAaKBOSIKA, PACKUAAB IO cTOpoHaMm Bery. [IpoBepuiia KapMaHbl,
JocTajia MOPTMOHE Y BBITAIIIMIIA BCIO HAJTMYHOCTD, MOTOM CHSLJTa 30JI0TYIO LIEMb U MeYaTKy C Majbla.
Bcé nomkHO BRITIIAAECTh Kak orpadiieHue.

Eme pa3 mpoBepuB MecTO NMpecTyIUIeHus1, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJIA cama ceOe U TOCTIeITIa
CKPBITBCSI B 3apOCIISIX KYCTOB, UTO POCIIH MPSIMO BO3Jie cTeHbl 3a0opa. [Ipomnuia npuimdHo, npexae
YeM pelInsiach BHIOPAThCsl M3 YKPHITUsA. Pa3sMepeHHBIM Iarom momuia K JBOpILY, Aeias BUA, UYTO
MIPOCTO MPOTYJIUBAIOC.

[Tpoxomst MUMO JBEpel IIABHOTO BXOJIa IBOPIIA, OblIa OCTaHOBJIEHA cTpaxeir. OHM OTTeCHWIIA
MeHsI K CTeHe U ITpuKa3aiu cTosiTh. Cepaiie yraso B MSTKH, HeYKeu Buenu npectyruierre? Ho moit
UCITYT pasBesiicsi ObICTpo. VI3 JBOpLIA BHIIIET UMIIEPAaTOp cO cBoell cBUTOWM. OHU Beceso IIyTHIIH,
oOcyxnas mpomenmuii ooea. HeBecTsl Tak ¥ BHIMCh BOKPYT HEro, jkejasl MOJyYdTh BHUMAHUE.
Cpenu cButhl Obu1 U oTel] KatpuH. 3aMeTB MeHsI, OH OTIENWIICS OT MPOIECCUM M MOAOU IS, IIeTo-
TOM CIIPOCHIL

— Kak tam mos goun?

— Cnut, — oTBETHJIA 51, CKPOMHO OITyCKasi B3TJISI.

— Jlekapp npuxonun? — s KuBHyna. — Yto ckazan?

— CkazaJt, 4To e Hy’KHO OT/IbIXaTh, IPOCTHLIA CUJIbHO, TEMIIEpaTypUT, — COBpajia, He MOPTHYB
U IJ1a30M.

— fAcHo, cnienu 3a Hell BHUMaTeIbHO, MUpKa, — JaJl Haka3 Haroce ok Muctep Jie bya u noren
JOTOHSITh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CBUTY.
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Oo6neryeHHO BBIJOXHYB, OBICTPO MOOEXkaIa K YepHOMY BXOJY.

Haguciyio yrposy ycTpanuia, Terepb OCTaJOCh TOXKIAThCs HOUM. 3aBTpa s 3aliMy MeECTO
Karpun u Hauny geiictBoBarh. Kcraty, mpek pacHsiil oBojg 0OBUHUTH MUPKY B CMEpTH JieKapsi, Beb
OHa TOXE UCUYE3HET CerofHs Houblo. [Toka BCE CKIaIbIBAIOCH B MOIO TTOMIB3Y.

Hanexn s1, koHeUHO, He MHUTAaJIa, TIoNarasich TOJBKO HAa OMBIT. A MOXET, He JOKUIAThCSI OKOH-
yanus otoopa? [IpocTo NpuiiTé B MOKOM UMIIEpaTopa, KOOBI MPEJIOKUTh UHTUM, & TIOTOM YOUTh?
Her riyno, oH MOXeT OTKa3arh U TOr/ia peryTanus OyJeT UCTIOpUeHa U CKOpPEl BCEro MEHs BHITOHST.
[Ipupercs: MpoOnOIKUTH UIPY, HYKHO MOKa3aTh CBOIO JIOOOBDb MPABUTENIO, YTOOBI HE COMHEBAJICS B
yyBcTBax Karpus.

OcraBiuiics Beuep s MpoBeJsia 3a KHUIOM, KOTOPYIO MPUXBaTUIa CO CTONIA XO35MKHU, KAaKOW-TO
MOOOBHBIN POMaH.

Housto pa3Oyauna Karpu, momorna Hagets miatbe. Bosockl coOpana B My4oK M MOBsi3aiia
CBEpXY IUIATOK ,CKPbIBAsi LIBET, TIOTOM ellle HAKMHYJIa JOPOXKHBIH IJ1alll C KAITIOIIOHOM. B3siB CyMKy,
MOBEPHYJIACh K JIEBYIIIKE U CKa3asa:

— Crniepyiite 3a MHOM MOJTYa, €CJTU MIOHUMY PYKY, 3HAUUT OCTAHOBUTECH U 3aTaUTECh, TOHSTHO?

JleByIIKa sIBHO OUeHb HEpBHUYAJIA, PYKHU TPSICIHCh, HO OHA CTapasach AEpXKaTbCsl, KUBHYJIA B
otBeT. OTKPBIB ABEPb, BHIVISTHY/Ia B KOPUIOP, B 9TOT Yac OXpaHa eIlie He XOWIa Mo KOpUIopaM, BOT
KapayJl CMEHUTCS Ha HOYb M TOT/Ia CTPaXu OOsI3aHbl pa3 B Yac JesaTb 00XO/.

— WUnewmre, — menHynia v nonuia Brepea. Karpun cemennna cieaom, KyTasch B IUIalll, CJIOBHO
e ObLJIO XOJIOHO.

JIOCTUTHYB TJIABHOW JIECTHUIIBI, 51 TIEPEKUHYJIACh Yepe3 Mepuiia U ocMoTpena Xo/ul. YacoBsie
CTOSIJTH BO3JIE IBEPEHl, CJIOBHO CTAaTYH, TOJbKO MPUCMOTPEBILIICH MOKHO OBLIO YBUAETH, UTO OHU BCE-
TaKH JbIIIAT.

— Ceituac Oyzmer cMeHa Kapaynia, OHM yWayT. Y Hac OyAeT pOBHO TPU MHHYTHI, YTOOBI CITy-
CTUTBCS U 100eXKaTh JO YePHOTO X0fa, — 00bsicHUIa KaTpuH Oyayiuii riiaH neicTBUi.

JleByIIka HEPBHO B3JJOXHYJIA, TIEPEMHUHASICh C HOTH Ha HOTY.

— Xopolio, 51 HOHSJIA, — OTBETHJIA OHA TUXO, IEPECUINBasI CTPaXx.

POBHO B MOTHOYB, OXpPAHHUKH, OTKPHIB ABEPH, BHILIUIM HA YJIUILY, YTOOBI TOMEHSITHCSI CMEHOM.
MbI myneit cieTeny ¢ JIECTHUIB M IIMBITHYJIM TI071 JIECTHUILY, Ie ObUla pacrionokeHa ABEepb IS
MIPUCITYTH, OHA Beerja Obuta OTKphITa. [Ipoiins no Kopuaopy, 100pauch 10 BHIXOAA B cal.

I[EUIBHJC YKE CTapadACh ICPKATHCA B TCHU ICPEBLEB U CTAPAsCh HE BBIXOAUTDb Ha JOPOKKY JOILITA
0 KATUTKY B JaJIbHEM YIUIy Cajia, TaM mojpkujaana kapera. [ToBepHyBImch, otnana Karpun cymky
Y YJBIOHYJIaCh.

— Viaum Bam rocroxa, — ckazaja THXO.

— Crniacu6o, Mupka, — cka3asa JeBYIIIKa pacTpPOraHHO, — 51 He 3a0y/ly O TBOEH MOMOIIIH.

— Epynpa, rmaBHoe — Oeperute cedst 1 Oy/ibTe CUaCTIIMBBI, —OTMaXHYJACh 1.

KarpuH ynbIOHyIach rpycTHO, a MOTOM pa3BepHYBIIMCH B300paiachk B KapeTy. [Beplia 3axJion-
HYJIaCh, U KOHH COPBAJIKCh C MECTa, Pa3HOCS 10 KAMEHHOW MOCTOBOM T[OKOT KOIIBIT.

Bort u Bcé, myTh cBOOOJIEH.
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8 ri1aBa

VYTpo Hauanoch C TOro, YTO KTO-TO YCUJIEHHO KOJOTHII B jBepb nokoeB KarpuH. Beckouns ¢
MOCTeNH, He cpa3y cooOpasuia, Ije s, Moluia OTKPbIBATH IBEPb, HO BOBPEMsI CIIOXBAaTUJIACh, YTO I10-
npexkHeMy sIBJsI0ch Mupkoii, a He Karpun. OcTtaHOBUBIINCH, B3siIa ceOsl B PyKH, U3MEHWJIA IOJIoC
Y COHHO CITPOCHJIA:

— Kto Tam?

— Jlouka OTKpO¥, 3TO 51! — MOCIBIIIANCS 32 IBEpbIo rojoc jie bya.

— MuHYTKY, TOJIBKO XaJIaT HAKMHY, — KPUKHYJIa B OTBET U MONOEKaB K 3epKaJly, TPUHSLIACH ITpe-
oOpaxarbcs. [T1laBHOe — He YIYCTHTh JIETaJIi, KOTOpbIe MOT'YT MEHsI BbIIaTh. MOU CBETJIbIe BOJIOCHI
MIPUHSTUCH MEHSITh OTTEHOK, CTAHOBSICh TEMHBIMHU, JIUIIO U3MEHUIIOCH, CKYJIbI CTaJIM 00JIee TOUEHBIMH,
HOC MIPSIMBIM U OCTpbIM. [lamnbiiie ¥ BCE TeO0 BUJOM3MEHWJIOCh M HAKOHEI] B 3epKajie OTpa3uiiach
Katpun. EnuHcTBEeHHBIN MUHYC, palyKKH I71a3 OCTATUCh MOUMHU, TIOYEMY TaK IIPOUCXOAUIIO, HE 3HAI0,
HO MPUXOAUJIOCh MUPUTHCSA C 3TUM. [ 1TaBHOE — HE CMOTpPETh MPUCTATIbHO Ha 3HAKOMbIX KarpuH u
TOrJa JIOAU HE 3aMETAT MOIBOXa.

Hab6pocuB xanar, nmocrnermia OTKpsBaTh ABepb. Ha mopore GieHbIi 1 00ECIIOKOSHHBIH CTOSLT
OTell, a PJIOM C HUM ellle OJUH HE3HAKOMBIN MHE MYKUYHMHA.

— YTO Cy4ymniocs, naneHbka? — Clpocuiia ero B3BOTHOBAHHO.

— Kak 1bI ce0s1 uyBcTBYeIlb? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOMPOC OTBETHUJI OH, MPOXOAs B KOMHATy. — 1
rpuBes Jiekapsi, 310 Muctep CopeHc.

— Cnacu60, cerofHsi ropasjo JIyulile, — OTBETUJIA CTIOKOWHO, JIMIIb MEJIbKOM IJISTHYB Ha MYX-
YHMHY, — MPaBJia, FOJI0OBA HEMHOTO KPYXKUTCSI.

— Tol npucsap Munas, npucsab, — 3a00TJIMBO CKa3as OTell, yBJieKas MEHs K KpOBaTH.

[MocnmymiHo NoIIIa 3a HAM, MOHUMAas], YTO OH XOYET COOOIIUTh HEMPUATHYIO HOBOCTb.

— Tak, 4to ciyunnoch? — MOBTOPMIIA BOMPOC MPHUCAKUBASCH HA MOCTENb U MPUKPHIBAs I71a3a,
CJIOBHO YCTIOKauBasi TOJIOBOKPYKEHUE.

— Jleno B ToM, 4yTO MUcCTepa Mapuka youiu, — HakoHell POU3HEC OTell, OIycKasch psaoM. Bua
y Hero ObUT COBEPIIICHHO TOaBJIeHHbIN, BUAUMO, STOT JieKapb ObLT gopor rpady.

— Younm?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA s UCITyTaHHO U MpHKUMast JIaJoHu K rpyau. — Kak? Benb oH Buepa
ere ObUI 371eCh.

Orell nevyasibHO MOKAayaJ roJIOBOM, caM He Bepsl B TAKOU UCXO]I.

— Ero Hanum B cajy, ceromHsi yTpom, — MPOroBOPHII OH PacCTPOEHO, — MOW OSTHBIN CTaphIi
ApYyT.

— Komy HyxHa Obl1a cMepTh JieKapsi? — Cipochiia OCTOPOKHO, MBITASICh MPOIIYIIATh MOYBY.

— INonuuan roBopAT 310 orpadseHue, HO Be/lb rpabUTeNN He CTaHYT yOUBATh MPSMO PSIIOM C
ABOpLIOM. S aymaio TyT Apyroe...

— Kakoe? — BHOBb OMHTEpECOBAJIACH £, [ie/iasi 3auHTEPECOBAHHOE JIUIIO.

— He 3Hai0 noka, HO BBISICHIO, HAlIMy UILIEHKY, TyCTh pa3HIOXaeT, — OTBETUII TBepao Ae bya, a
y MeH$1 HEMIPUATHO 3aCOCAIIO MO/ JIOKEUKOM.

ToJbKO 3TOrO He XBaTajo, OyAeT TYT KPYTUThCS, Pa3HIOXUBaTh, MEIIATh MOMM TUIAaHAM.

— INanienbka, MHe KaXeTcsl BBl IIPOCTO TBITAETECh HAWTH BUHOBHOTO, — CKa3aJia JIACKOBO, Oepst
€ro 3a pyKy, — BOZMOXHO 3TO ObLIM 3ae3:K1e rpabUTes, UM-TO 3aKOH BEIOM.

HI> Bya Bapyr BCTpeneHysicsl U MOCMOTpeI Ha MeHSI HACTOPOKEHHO.

— A rne Mupka, noyemy oHa He OTKpbLIa JBEPh? — CIIPOCUII OH TIPHUIILY PUBIIIHCH.

ToT MOMEHT, KOria Hy’)KHO MPaBUJIbHO MOAHECTH MH(OPMALIUIO.

— He 3naio, — noxas 1jie4amMu, MPOroBopuiia yIMBIEHHO, CIOBHO camMa TOJIbKO BCIIOMHUJIA O
TOPHUYHOW, — 51 BUZeJa e€ BUepa BeuepoM MOCIeJHHUI pa3, OHA KaK pa3 MoIlljia POBOKATh MUCTEPA
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Mapuka. Ox! Ilana, Heyxemu u e€ yowim?! — BOCKIMKHYJA, Jejas UCIyTaHHOE JIUIIO0 U BCKOUMB
HEPBHO 3aX0J1JIa 110 KOMHarte.

— Eé€ Teno He oOHApYKWIH, — 33 lyMYMBO TIPOrOBOPHIT OTEIl, — & YTO ECIIH. . .

$1 aKTUBHO 3aMOTaJIa TOIOBOM, MBITASICh Pa3bIrPaTh CBOE BO3MYIIIEHHE TAKUMH MBICIISIMU OTLIA.

— Her, Hert, oHa He Moria youts jiekapst! Mupka xpynkasi JIeByIIKa.

Mucrep ne Bya Toxe BCTal U cTall pacXaXuBaTh M0 KOMHATE, CTPOsI CBOU TMITOTE3bI.

— OHa MOXeT M He MOIJIa, aBOT Xaxajb €€ MOr, — MOMbITaJCcs YOeIuTh MeHsI OTell, — a IOTOM
orpadui 6eqHoro Mapuka u CKpblics BMECTE C 3TON BEPTHXBOCTKOM.

— Her, Mupka Obl1a MHE TpejaHa, — HOMbITAIaCh BHOBD 3AlIUTUTH AEBYIIKY. OH I0JKEeH MOHU-
Marthb, YTO sl BCSUECKH OblIa MPHUBsI3aHa K TOPHUYHOW M HE MOTJIa caMa JIMYHO, U30aBUTCS OT HeE.

— Bce oHM mpenaHsbl 10 MOPHI 10 BPEMEHHU, — pa3ApaXeHHO BblJaJl OTEl] OCTAHABJIUBASICh. —
Mucrep bepHap, ocMOTpUTE MOIO [104b, @ 51 TIOKA IOTOBOPIO C MOTULIASIMHU.

Myx4rHa, BCE 3TO BpeMsl CTOSIBIIMIA MOJYa BO3JIE JBEPH, COIJIACHO KUBHYJ W, TIOJOMIS KO
MHE, [TOKJIOHUJICS.

— [o3BosnbTe, rpaduHs, s MOCTYIIA BAIl MyJIbC? — CIPOCKII OH CHILIBIM IIPOKYPEHHBIM TOJIO-
COM.

— Crymaiite, — Kanpu3HO OTBETHJIA s, TIPOTSHYB €My PYKY TaK, Kak OObIYHO JeJIal0T JeBYIIKU
1Jis1 mpuBeTcTBHE. [10 STHKETY JIeKaph A0KeH ObLT YMOKHYTH €€, HO OH, YXMBUIBHYBIIHCh, OOXBATHJ
3aMsCThE U CTAJ CYUTATD.

Oren yiuen, ocraBiss Hac oqHUX. Mucrep bepHap, ocMOTpeB MeHs1, OCTaJICs I0BOJIEH PE3YJib-
TATOM W CKa3aj, 4YTO S B NPUHLMIIE YXe 3A0pOBa, HO JAJIS HAJIEKHOCTH IMPOMUCAT BUTAMHUHHYIO
HACTOMKY. BBIPOBOAMB €ro M OCTaBIIMCh HAKOHEIl OJJHA, Pelnyia MPUHATh BaHHY M 320IHO XOPO-
IIEHBKO 00/IyMaTh JJaJIbHEHIINe ACHCTBHSL.

[TpusTHeIil apoMar TpaB U Terj1asi Boa JEUCTBOBAIM yCIIOKauBaolle. § Hacnaxaajiach TUIIH-
HOU 1 BpeMeHHBIM 1okoeM. Hevacto OasoBasia ceOsi BOT TAKUMH MTPUSATHBIMU TIpolieypamu. Penko
I7ie B TOCTUHHIIAX CTOSUIM BaHHBI, B OCHOBHOM 3TO ObLITU JEPEBSIHHBIE JIOXaHH, KOTOpbIE TeOe mpuTac-
KHMBaJIM B HOMep. B HUX Heb3st ObUIO BOT TaK MOJIEKaTh BO BECh POCT M pacciadbuthest. Kak npasuio,
OfIHA JIOXaHb HA BECh ITaX, TaK YTO BPeMsl KyNaHHUsl ObLJIO OrpaHIUYEHO.

Wrak, uro Mbl nmeem. Mapuka Hanuti, Mupky notepsiii. OrpabieHue cpa®oTano, HO BOT
MAroYKWH HACTPOW HAWTH yOWHIly MHE He o ayie. Wieikn o4eHb HACTBHIPHBI M JOTOIIIHBI, €CIIH
OHHM HAYMHAIOT KOMATh, TO YK€ HE OCTAHOBSITCS, MOKA HE JAOWAYT O UCTUHBI, HY WM HE MONaayT B
TYIHK, 4TO ObIBaeT KpaiiHe peJko. KoHeuHO, OH He CMOXET PacKphITh IEJI0 OBICTPO, s PO(H 1 yMEI0
XOPOLIO 3aMeTaTh CJIEbl, HO UMETh C HUM JIEJIO BCE K€ MPUAETCs. 3HAYUT, HAJI0 MPOAYMAaTh Pa3roBop
10 Mejiouer, obecrieunB cebe annbu. HampaBuTth ero mo myTu, KOTOPHIA HyXeH MHE U TyCTh cebe
BBIHIOXMBAET HECYIIECTBYIOIIUX IpabUTeseH.

Brliins U3 BaHHOW, MpOILIa B TapaepoOHYI0 M MOMbITAACh BHIOPATh IJIaThe, BOT TOJIBKO S
COBEpIIEHHO He pa30Oupasiach B KAKOM HY)XHO WJTH Ha 3aBTpPakK, a B KaKOM Ha yXKHH. DTO CTaJlo
MoeH TMepBoy MpoOIeMOl, KOTOPYIO HYXKHO ObLIO pelaTh He3aMeITUTeIbHO. BepHyBIIMCh B KOM-
HaTy, MOJOIILIA K IITHYPKY, BUCSIIIEMY PSIOM C BXOAHOM ABEPHIO, U TIOJepraiia, pa3iaics MpuriIyieH-
HBII 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKA. DTOT IIHYPOK CIYKHJI IJIsI BHI30BA JICKYPHOTO CIIYTH IO BAXXKHOMY €Y.
UYepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT pa3fiajicsi CTYK B JIBEPb, 51 KaK pa3 ycrieaa HaeTh XajiaT U BHITEPETh BOJIOCHI.

[Tonoiias k ABepu, OTKPbUIA, HA IOPOTe CTOSUT CEIOBJIACHIN ABOPEIKUIA C BOGHHOH BHINPABKOM.

— YeMm Mory CITyXUTb, rpacuHs? — YUHHO 0OPATHIICS] OH KJIAHSSICh.

— Iocnymaiite, y MeHs1 Ky/aa-ToO Mpomaja FOpHUYHAs, He MOIJIA Obl BbI IIPUCIIATh BMECTO HEE
ApYTylo AeByIIKY? §1 H0KHA PUCYTCTBOBATh Ha 3aBTpaKe, HO CaMOi MHE He CIPaBUTHCS, — IIPOTO-
BOpHJIA, MHIJIO YJIBIOASICh MY)KUMHE.

— Koneuno, rpaduns, He3aMeIMTeIbHO MPUIILTIO BaM JIy4IIIyI0 TOPHUYHYIO, — OTPAriopTOBa
OH.

— Bbrnaronapio, — oTBeTHIIa 51 M 3aKpblIa JBEPb.
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Tak, ¢ 3TUM pa300paInCh, HAJICIOCh, IPUYECKY OHA TOKE CMOXKET COTBOPUTH. BBIThH Goratoii
JOBOJIBHO CJIOXKHO, HY’KHO 3HaTh CTOJIbKO HIOAHCOB M pa3oupaTbesi B Mojie. MeHs 3To HepBHPOBAJIO,
BCErJa CUMTasa, 9To B KQXKIOM Jejie Hy’KHO ObITh Tpodu. S MpuBbHIKIA yOUBATh, 2 HE CBETCKHE Oece bl
BECTH.

HoBasi ropHruHasi mosiBwiIack Ha mopore JOBOJIBHO ObicTpo. IlpencraBusiimck Jlupoi, oHa
MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH YETO JKeJIaeT ToCHoka. DTOT MPOCTON BOMPOC PE3aHyJI YXO, «TOCIIOKA, XO3ANKa»
dy-y, Kak *ke TOUTHUT OT TAKOTro OOpaIIeHHs, HO s He MOT'Y MTO3BOJIUTH (haMIUTbSIPHOCTD, HYKHO JIep-
KaThcsl 00pa3a Karnpu3HOW rpaduHM.

— TbI TOUHO pacToporiHa U CMOXKCIIb IIOMOYb? — CITpoCUJIa ACBYILIKY, OKHAbIBAA XOJIOOHBIM
B3IJISIIOM.

— 4 cnyxy matepu uMniepatopa, Tocrosxa, s JIydiasi B CBOeM JieJie, — OTParopToBaia OHa, Jaxe
HE CMYTHUBIIUCD.

Ara, mpou 3HAYUT, ITO XOPOIIIO, 3HAUUT IIPOMaxa C TiaTbeM He OyJier.

— Bribepu MHe Hapsi K 3aBTpaKy, — Opocuia ei, cajisich Ha TadypeT rmepe]] TPIoMO.

— Kakoii 1iBet xenaere? — moMHTEpecoBaIach JAEBYIIKA.

— JIro6oii, TaBHOE, YTOOBI yI0OHOE OBLIO, — OTBETHIIA M, YBUECB YAUBICHHOE JIMIIO JICBYIIKH,
nobaBuia, — s ellle He IO KOHI[A ONPaBIIach, B KOPCETE TSKENO JbIIIATh.

l'opHMYHas MOHUMAIOIIE KMBHYJA U yIIUIa B rapAepoOHyo. Yepes3 MUHYTY MHE Ha BHIOOp ObLIO
MIPE/ICTaBIICHO JBa IJ1aThs. [lepBoe po30BoE B pIOIIEUKax U PO30UYKAX,0T KOTOPOrO MEHsI JJaxe 3aTOl-
HUJIO, 2 BTOpoe 0oJiee MPOCTOro Kposi HEOECHOTo OTTEHKA, C 3aBBIIIEHHOH Talnel U CBOOOTHOTO Kpost
BHU3Y.

— Bor 310 nonoiizier, — ykazaia Ha Toiny0oe TOBOJIbHO KUBHYB.

O0nauuThCsl B IJIAThe OKA3AJIOCh TOKE HEMPOCTOM pabOTOM, HYKHO ObUIO MPOTHUCHYTHCS B
AOCTATOYHO Y3KUi1 JI(, KOTOPBIN OYKBaJIBHO CKOBAJI MOE TEJI0, & IPY/b OT STOTO IIPOCTO B3ABIOMIIACH,
TOI'O U 1141, BBICKOUYUT U3 YallICK.

— BocxuturensHo! — niporiena Jlupa, 3aTsHYB MOCIeIHUN IIHYPOK Ha criuHe. — Mimneparop He
CMOJET IJ1a3 OTBECTH.

— I'maBHOe, 4TOO HE TOJABUJICA 32 3aBTPAKOM, — OYPKHYJIA s, TBITAsICh CIPATATh OKPYIJIOCTH
nornyoxe B .

— Hy, 4rto BBbI, MJ1aThe OTVIMYHO HA BAC CUJINT, TaK M JIOJKHO OBITh, — 3aTapaToOpuia JeBYIIKA, —
ceiiyac OYeHb IIEHUTCS ITyOOKOe JeKolbTe. BOT yBuanTe, OCTaIbHBIE HEBECThI OYAYT ONETHI MOA00-
HBIM 00pa3oMm.

— 1a? — cKenTUYeCKHU CIIPOCUJIa, elle pa3 orsabBas ceOs B 3epkasie. — JlaqHo, yropopuiia.

Jlvpa BHOBb U3YMJICHO yCTaBWJIAch Ha MeHs. OTpyraB ceOs 3a MaHepy OOIIeHus, yxe Oosee
YBEPEHHO MPOU3HEeCa:

— [lycTb 3aBHIYIOT 9T 3MeH MOIKOJIOJHbIE.

Ha nurie ropHMYHON pacTiyibliiach IOBOJIbHAS YJIBIOKA, BOT 3HAUMT, KaK pa3roBapvBaio Onaro-
POMHBIE OCOOBI.

— Kaky1o xenaere nmpuyecky? — moMHTepecoBaiach oHa, 6epst rpeOeHb B PYKH.

— CHorcmmbarennbHy0! — 3asiBria Tad)OCHO, CaIsiCh repej 3epkasioM. — [TycTh He TOJBKO 3aBU-
AYIOT IUIaThio, HO €lIe U JABATCS CIIOHOM OT MOEU MPUYECKHU.

— IIpekpacHo, rpacduHs, — MOXBaIMIa MEHsI TOPHUYHAS, — BbI OyJleTe caMOil KpacHBOM Ha 3aB-
Tpake. S ceiiuac BaM Takue KOCHI ciesaio!

— DM, TOJILKO He NMepeycepACTBYH, 3TO BCETO JIMILb 3aBTPaK, — HATOMHWJIA €l UPOHUYHO, ITOrPO-
3UB TAJIBLIEM.

— Cnymatoce, rpacdunsi, — orBetiiia Jlupa 6e3 TeHu ynelOku. BuaHo ¢ 4yBcTBOM IoMopa y
AeBYIIKH, ObUTO Tyro. Hago 3armoMHUTS.
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B oGeneHHbIii 3a51 51 BXOAWIA U3PATHO HepBHUUAsA. Mimmeparopa erie He ObIIO, 2 BOT HEBECTHI
yKe CHJIEJTN 32 CTOJIOM TepelienThiBasich. [1poiiist Ha Mecto KatpuH, cena v Kak MosioxkeHo mocTesmia
casipeTKy Ha KOJIeHHU.

— Jlo6Gpoe yTpo! — mo3aopoBaiach s, ONISABIBAs TPUCYTCTBYIOIIHX.

— U tebde KarpuH, — oTBeTHIa OJIOHIMHKA C TIBIITHON IPYIbI0, KOTOPOH MPAKTUYECKH JiexKaia
Ha crose. — Ham ckazanu, Tel mpudosnena?

— IIpocroe Henomoranue, cacuo, — OTBETHJIA €l MUJIO YJIBIOHYBIIIHCH.

— B nHammem Bo3pacTte mpocToe HEJOMOTaHWE MOXKET MPUBECTH K OONBIIUM IMpodiemMam, —
eXHJIHO TO/iIesIa MeHs1 IeByIIKa clieBa, 1o nMeHn MupeH. Illatenka Tomas u OnejHast, Kak MoraHka.

— Hy Bam HaBepHO BUJHEH, — MapupoBaja UPOHUYHO, OTUYErO JIEBYIIKA MOKpPACHENa, XOTh
KaKOK-TO I[BET HA JIUIIE MOSIBUJICS.

Ha sTom Hair pa3roBop npepBajicsl M HaCTyluJIa TUILIMHA, TTOKA B IBEPAX HE MOSBWICSA UMIIe-

parop.

— Beem nobpetitiero yrpa! — ckazan My:K4MHa IPOMKO, BXO/ISI B 3aJ1.

JIeByIIIKH TYT e BCKOUMJIU C MECT, IpUCe/iasi B peBepaHce. 5l okazanach HEpaCTOPOITHOM, BCTaB
NocJieJHE! M BMECTO peBepaHca, cesaja JerKuii KHUKceH. MiMneparop 3aMeTwJ1, YabIOHYJICs JIyKaBo
¥ MOJTYa MpPOIIes HA CBOE MECTO BO IJIaBe CTOJa. Mbl BHOBb PacCelich, CTapasiCh BHIITISAIETh CUACT-
JIMBBIMU Y OOIPBIMHU.
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9 riasa

Hawm pasneciu Omiofia 1 3aBTpak Havasicsi. 51 crapaiach BecTu ceOsi, Kak mogo0aeT, oTpe3arh
MaJICHbKHE KyCOUYKH M MEJJICHHO MX MepeXEBbIBaTh. DTO OBUIO HEBBIHOCUMO, MHE, TIPUBBIKIIIEH €CTh
OBICTPO, MOPOH Jake Ha XOIy, HY)KHO OBbUIO pacTSrMBaTh YIOBOJBCTBHE W MPU STOM BBHIIVISICThH
nocToiiHo. TTocTOSTHHO HaroMUHast ceOe PO OCAHKY U TUIABHOCTh JABMKEHHI, TOJIBKO Obl HE HAKOCS-
YUTh.

— Kak BbI ceOst uyBcTBYyeTe, Karpun? — BIpyr oOpaTHiicst KO MHE ¢ BOIIPOCOM UMIIEPATOp.

TMornoreHHast CIEKKOM 3a cOO0H, He cpa3y MOHsiIa, KOMY aJipecoBaH BOIIPOC, a KOraa coo0-
pasuiia, 3aKaluisIach, MOJABUBIIKCH KYyCOUKOM OEKOHA.

—Ipoctute, — cKazaia CUILIO, OTKAILISBIIKCH, — CIACUO0, CETOIHSI IOBOJILHO CHOCHO, — OTBe-
THJIa UIMIIEPATOPy, HO B3IJIsi/Ia HE MOTHSA.

— Pag, uto Bara 60sie3Hb OTCTYIMJIA, — CKa3aJl OH IaJJaHTHO, — Y HAC HAMEYaeTCs MPEKPaCHbIN
o0e[] Ha TIPUPOJIE, a 3a0THO ¥ TIocieqHUl oTOop. CeromHs 51 BBIOEpy ceOe KeHy.

— Oii, KaKk MHTEepEeCHO! — BKJIMHWIACH B pa3roBop MupeH, OHa BOOOIIE BCAYECKU THITANIACH
nepeTsiHy Th BHUMAaHUEe CUATEILHOrO Ha ceOsi. — A Kyzia Mbl OTITPABUMCSI U Kakoe OyaeT 3a1aHue?

— DT0 cropIpu3, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPaTop, CHUCXOIUTEILHO YIILIOHYBIIHCH JAEBYIIIKE.

— O60xar croprpu3bl! — BAPYT B3BU3rHYJA OJIOHIUHKA, CUAEBIIAS PSIIOM CO MHOM.

Sl ckocuia Ha He€ rJ1a3a, HaOMoas1, Kak B3BOJIHOBAHHO KOJIBIIIIETCS MBIIIHAS IPYIb OT Kak-
JIOTO JIBMKEHHSA. «3a4eM sl BOOOIIIE Ty/la CMOTPIO?» — IIPOHECIIOCh B TOJIOBE, ¥ 51 BHOBb YCTaBUJIACH B
Tapesiky. EcTb nepexoTenioch, CKopei Obl 3aKOHUYMJICS 3aBTPakK, U 51 cOery mogasbliie OT BCeX.

— KarpuH, a Bbl JiloOUTE CIOPIPU3bI? — BHOBb OOPATHUJICS KO MHE UMITEPATOp.

— Her, — KopoTko OpocuIia, a MOTOM CITOXBATUBIIKCh, T00ABUIIA, YIIBIOHYBIIUChH, — CIOPITPU3BI
OBIBAIOT pa3Hbe, 5 MPEIMOYUTAIO 3HATh 3apaHee, YTO MEHsI OXKHU/IACT.

— CoBceM HepOMaHTHYHO, — (DBIPKHYJIA OJIOHIMHKA, aKTHBHO HaMa3bIBas Ha XJied Macio.

— JIefiCTBUTENILHO, HE POMAHTUYHO, — 3aMETUJI UMIIEPATOP, YJIbIOAsACh, — BBl U POMAHTHKY HE
moouTe?

BoT yero mpucraia Ko MHe, 3a CTOJIOM eIlle JIBe JIEBYIIKH, JKeJailpe OOIEeHUs, TaK HEeT ke,
MEHsI BOIIPOCAMH My4Yaer.

— PomanTuka [is..., — XoTesa cKas3aTh Jjis ¢1a0akoB, HO BOBpeMs MPUKYCHJIA SI3bIK, — ...
JIEBYILIKU BCET/Ia BaXKHa, IPOCTO Y BCEX CBOSI poMaHTHKa. KoMy-To JIyHy mojiaBaii v 3B€3/1bl, a KOMY-
TO U IIBETOYKA JOCTATOYHO OyJIeT.

— Kak uHTepecHO Bbl paccykaaeTe, — IPOrOBOPKII UMIIEPATOP, PA3IIsbIBast MEHsI C JIIOOOITBIT-
CTBOM.

MHe CcTaJio COBCEM HEYIOTHO IOJT STUM MPUCTATIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, OIILYIIEHHE, YTO MEHS CKaHH-
PYIOT, MBITAIOTCST 3a0PaThCsl BHYTPb, OTUETO MYPAIIIKH TI0 MO3BOHOYHHUKY OeraioT TabyHaMH.

— I Tak 3TO YyBCTBYIO, — MOSICHWJIA, CaMa He 3HAIO0 3aUeM.

— A MHe KaxeTcs, yTo 6e3 pOMaHTUKU OTHOIICHUS YTaCHYT, — POTSIHYJIA 33yMYuBO Mupel,
— CKYYHO K€ CTaHerT.

— CMOTps1 Ha YeM MOCTPOEHBI OTHOIIIEHH I, — OTBETHJIA €M, TIOJKAaB IJIeYaMu, — €CJTH €CTh OOII1e
UHTEPECHI, TO U POMAHTHKA HE HY)KHA.

— A 4YeM BBl yBJIeKaeTech? — He YIyCTHUJI MOMEHT BHOBb 3a/1aTh BOIIPOC UMIIEPATOP.

Jlyudinie ObI MOTYAIIA, HY KTO 3a SI3bIK TSHYJL.

— MMM... CIIOXHO OTBETUTh TaK Cpasy, crpocute Jydiie Jiu3adeT, — rnepeBesa pasroBop Ha
OJIOH/IMHKY, & OHA CYACTIIMBO MPOCHsLIA.

— Oii, 5 000Xal0 BHINMBATH, KAPTUHBI JIIOOTIO PUCOBATH, & €Il JIONIAIeH JI0OM0 OYeHb! —
nporiesia OHa BO30YXIEHHO, MIPUJIOKUB JIAIOIIKU K TPYIH U [T Ha MMIIepaTopa KOKET/IUBO.

Ho MyX4rHa JIUIh KUBHY.T OJIATOCKJIOHHO U MOBEPHYJICS K Muper.
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— A Bbl YeM yBJIEUEHbI? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— MHe HpaBUTCS MyTeNIeCTBOBATh, — POTOBOPHJIA JIEBYIIKA, — JIIOOJIO0 COOUPATh CTEKJISTHHbIC
(urypku JKMBOTHBIX, a €Il JTIOOII0 BOBUTHCS C AeThMU, OHU TaKhe YMOPHUTEJIbHBIC.

D10 3asBJCHUE BBI3BAJIO HEOOJBINION WHTEPEC, KOTOPHI MUMIIepaToOp BBIPA3WII TOJAHSITUEM
OJTHOU OPOBH.

— KarpuH, Bamma ouepe/ip, — MPOroBOPHJI OH, IBHO He COOMPAsICh OCTABJISITh MEHS B TIOKOE.

CoOpaBIIKCh C MBICIISIMH, 5 YIBIOHYJIACh U OpOCHIIa Ha HETrO MUMOJIETHBIN B3TJISA.

— IIpocrute, MO CHATENBHBIN, HO MOU YBJIEUeHHUsI OOJiee MYKCKHE U O HUX He IPUHSATO TOBO-
pUTH B OOIIECTRBE.

OT moOOIBITCTBA OH JIae MOIAAJICS BIEepe/.

— 1 pa3pemaio, TOBOpUTE, — CKa3aJl MSTKO, HO TIPO3BYYAJIO ITO, KaK MPUKa3, KOTOPOTO HEJIb3s
OCJTyIIaThCSI.

— Xopol1io, — B3JIOXHYB, IPOrOBOPHJIA 51, BRITUPAS O TUIAThe HEOXKUIAHHO BCTIOTEBINUE JTAOHH,
— OO0 OXOTY, KAPTOYHBIE MT'PBI ¥ IIPOCTO HMYETO HE JeJIaTh, BAJSACh HA KPOBATH TIEJIbIA JEHb.

WzymieHre mosiBUIIOCh Ha JIMIE UMIIepaTopa, a MOTOM OH OTKMHYJICSI HA CIIMHKY CTYJIa M pac-
CMesLICSI CBOUM OapXaTHBIM rojiocoM. JIeBYIIKY ke peObIBaIN B IIIOKE OT MOETO OTBeTa, Oojiee aep3-
KOT0, UM, HaBepHOE, He MPUXOIUIOCH CIIBIIIATh. 1 BCS HAINPSAIIACh, OXU/As YCIIBIIIATh, YTO COBEP-
IIIEHHO He MOAX0XY Ha POJIb UMIIePATPUIIBl 1 MOTY TIOKMHYThH OTOOP.

OTcMesIBIINCEH, UMITEpaTOp yOpast ¢ KojieH caideTKy U BCTall.

— Crnacu60 BaM 3a MPEKPaCHbBIN 3aBTPaK, OH OBUI. .. TO3HABATEIbHBIM, YBUIUMCS TTO3XKE.

N 310 BCE? A, e ke MpoIoBe/ib, YTO KEHIIUHAM He MTPUCTAJIO TOBOPUTh TaKUE BEIIU U UTO
MYKYUHBI BOBCE HE JICHUBBIE, MIPOCTO MHOTAA ycTapmme? OObYHO y HAC B IITa0e HAUYMHAJICS CIIOP
10 3TOMY TIOBOALY ¥ IOXOZIWJI /IO JPAKH.

MBI Ipy>XHO MOAHSUTACH U MPOBOIVUIN TipaBuTeis npucenast. CTOMIIO 3aKPBHIThCS IBEPU 32 HUM,
KaK Ha MEHSI HAKMHYJIUCh HETOIYIOIIE HEBECTHI.

— Th1 uTo Hecerb? Pa3Be MOXHO Takoe TOBOPUTB! — BO3MYIIEHHO IernTaina Mupes.

— YMy HEemocTUKUMO, Thl OCKOPOMIIA BECh MYKCKOW po! — Bropuia el JInzader, xBaTasich 3a
cepire.

— OH Tebs Termepb TOYHO BHITOHWUT! — HEe YHUMaiach Mupes, Tpy 9TOM TBITasACh CAepKaTh
YIIBIOKY.

— Tax Bam e nyuinie, — (PBIPKHYJA 5 ¥, OPOCKUB Ha CTOJ caipeTKy, MOILIa Ha BHIXOI.

— 1 10 BepHO, MyCTh YXOIUT, HAC BCETO JBOE OCTAHETCsI, — Mporopopuia Jlnzader, ooMaxuBas
ceOs1 pyKamu.

Moii niepBbIi 3aBTpaK OKA3aJICS MPOBATIBHBIM, HYKHO OBUIO MOJTYATh UM KOCHUTS TOJT Ty POUKY,
HO 51 He yMeJa 3TOro Jenarb. MHe npoie O0buto yOuTb, 4eM Bparh. UTO K, €Clii MEHsI OTYUCIIAT,
MPUIETCS 3aHATh APYroe MecTo, HaJaelch, 3To He Oyzaer Jlnzaber. C e€ mbliHOM rpyapio 00I0Ch He
CIIPaBIIOCh, KAK OHa BOOOIIIE €€ HOCUT?

JloOpaBIIKCh 0 CBOMX TOKOEB, s HAKOHEI HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJIACh, HO OKa3asioch 3psi. MeHs
K171 HETIPUSITHBIN CIOPIPU3 B BUJIE UITIEWKH, HAHATOTO OTIHIOM. OH I0KUAAJICS B IPUEMHOM, TONUBAsI
Kode.

Jlupa, BcTpeTHBIIasi MeHs1, COOOIIMIA 00 STOM.

— Xopolio, IpUHECH MHE Toke Kode, — MOMPOCHIIa 1 BOIIUIA B TPUEMHYI0. — JIoOpBIi JeHb.

[Iyrpnii MyK4rHa, ¢ KPBICUHBIM JIUIIOM B XOPOIIIEM JIOPOTOM CIOPTYKE, TYT K€ BCKOYMII C
Kpecya ¥ MOKJIOHWUJICS.

— HoGporo aus, rpaduns. A T'opran debpe, cieaonbIT HAHATHIA BAIIMM OTIIOM.

— Ha, 1 B Kypce, — OTMaxHyJ1ach, MPOXOAsl U CaAsCh B KPEC/IO HAIPOTUB, — YeM MOTY ObITh
TOJIE3HON ?

— MHe xoTenock Obl YCIIBIIIATh O HOYHOM MPOKCIIECTBHE, — CKa3asl OH, CalsiCh 1 BHUMATEIbHO
V117151 HA MEHSI.
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— Hounom? — mepecripocuia, nenas yauBJIeHHbI B, — Tak Muctepa Mapuka youim HOYBIO,
a He IOocJIe TOro, Kak OH yIIes OT MeHs1?

— Jlexappb OATBEPAWI, UTO YOUKCTBO MIPOM3OIILIO OJIFIKE K IBEHAIIIATH YacaM¥ HOUYH, — TIPO-
roBopu [le6pe. — Korna BbI BUesM CBOIO TOPHUYHYIO B TIOCJIETHUM pa3?

— HagepHo, xorga muctep Mapuk ObLT 3/1eCh, 5 TUIOXO ceOsl YyBCTBOBAJIa U IMOCTOSIHHO TIPOBA-
JIMBAJIaCh B COH, — OTBETUJIA YCTAJIO.

Jlupa npunecna kode, oT4ero Mo€ HaCTpOeHUe HEMHOTO MoAHsIock. CrienaB napy IJI0TKOB,
MPUKpPHUIA TJ1a3a OT YIOBOJIbLCTBUS, YYBCTBYS, KaK SHEPrUsl HAUMHAET LIUPKYIUPOBATh MO KPOBHU.

— 3HauuT, nocjie yxoga Mucrepa Mapuka Bbl €€ He BUEIH, — TOBTOPUJI MYXKUWHA, 3aIICaB B
OJIOKHOT, a TIOTOM BHOBb C MHTEPECOM MPOIOJIKIII HAOMIOAATh 32 MHOM. — A UTO MOXeTe CKa3aTh O
e€ nmoeneHue? MoxkeT, OHa Ky/1a-TO OT/TyJasiach WM MOBEJCHUE ObUIO CTPAHHBIM?

3alyMurBO IOCMOTpeJIa B TIOTOJIOK, Aesiasi BUM, YTO BCIOMUHAIO.

— Hy, oTiyvanace oHa TOJBKO 110 MOMM IPUKa3aM, a KAKMX-TO CTPAHHbIX JICICTBUII 3a HEN He
3amMevalia, — OTBETHUJIa OTCTpaHEeHHO. — $1, 3HaeTe Jin, He PUBBIKJIA HA MPHUCITYTY BHUMaHUE O0paIiaTh.

Ha nurie uimeiiky mosiBuiach mogooue yiaplOKu. 3anucaB ¥ 3TOT OTBET B OJIOKHOT, TTPOIOJIKIIT
J0Mpoc.

— IloHsSITHO, 3HAYUT, MOCJIEIHUI Pa3 Bl BUAEIH €€, korjaa?

— ['oBOpIo *ke, OHa TolUIa MTPOBOXATh MUCTepa Mapuka, — pa3/ipa)keHHO OTBETHJIA s M MIOCTa-
BUJIA CO 3BOHOM YalllKy Ha CTOJ, TTOKa3bIBasi, UTO FOCTh MHE HAJI0€J1, — JaJibllie s yCHY/a. Y Bac BCE,
HaJIel0Ch?

JleOpe MoHsT MOW HaMEK, UTO ay/TIMEeHIIMsI OKOHYEHA W BCTAaB MOKJIOHUJICS.

— Ia, ciacu6o 3a momoInb rpaduHs, paja ObUT 3HAKOMCTBY.

— He mory cka3zatb TOrO0 e, — Opocuiia s 1 BHOBb OceKach. Hy, 4To 5 s1 He MOTY sSI3bIK-TO CBOM
cnepxatb! — 9 XoTena ckazarb, 4TO OOCTOATENILCTBA 3HAKOMCTBA BeChMa TIeUaIbHBbI.

— 41 Bac moHs11, He MepekuBaiTe, — MPOrOBOPHIT MYKUMHA, KPUBO YJILIOHYBIIUCH, M HATIPABUJICS
K aBepu. — 1o cBuaaHus.

MyurHa BbIIIEN, OCTaBJIsIsi MEHsI ¢ YyBCTBOM HE3aKOHUEHHOCTH Halllero pasroBopa. MHe
TMOKA3aJICS] OH CJIUIIIKOM JOOpOXKeIaTeTbHbIM, YBEpEHHA, MOUM CJIOBAM ITOJTHOCTBIO HE TIOBEPYIL. XHUT-
pble JIUCHI 3TU UIIIEHKU, C HUMH HeJb3s1 pacciadisaThCs, OHO HEBEPHOE CJIOBO, M Thl U3 CBUJIETEIS
MPEBPATHUIIILCS B TOI03PEBAEMOTO.

HomuB Koge, yke B CHOKOMHOW OOCTAaHOBKE, BCTaja M HAllpaBWiIach B crnaibHIO. HykHO
HEMHOTO OTJOXHYTh, HOUb OblIa OYpPHOM, U 51 HE yCIesia BICTIAThCSI, HO MOUM IJTaHaM He CYXKIEHO
ObLIO COBIThCS. TONBKO CTSAHYB TUIAThe M HAKWHYB JIETKWIA XaJIaTUK, s MIPUJIETia Ha KpOBaTh, Kak B
JBEPDb MOCTYYaIIH.

— Jlupa, KTO Tam? — cIpocuiia, yCTajlo MPUKPbIBas I1a3a.

— Ceitvac y3Haio, rocroxa.

JleBy1Ka ToIIa BeISICHATH, KOMY OISTh MOHAA0OMIACh X0351iKa. Yepe3 MUHYTY OHA BEpHY-
JIaCh CUSA, KaK HAYUIIEHHBIN YalHUK.

— Hy, uto Tam? —crnpocuiia e€ 0OCTOPOXKHO.

— Ero Mmnepatopckoe BennuecTBo keaeT moroBOpUTh C BAMM, — IOJIOKHUIIA OHA, PACTLIBIBASICh
B YJIBIOKE.

— O yem? — BeIpBaJICS IYIbIA BOIPOC, U S YCTABWJIACh HA TOPHUYHYIO YUBJIEHHO.

— He 3Hai0, — pacTepsitHHO TPOroBOpMJIAa OHA, Pa3BO/sl PyKaMU, — BaM BUJIHEE.

OnOMHMBIIIKCH, C/IeJIaIa XMYPOE JIMIIO MOKa3biBasi, YTO MHE BCE OUEBUIHO.

— Ilocnana, — OypkHyJIa HETOBOJIBLHO, BCTaBasl C TIOCTENN, — HECH TUIATheE.

— Kakoe, rocnioxa? — yrounuia Jlupa BbDKUIAIOIIE.

— Kak kakoe, B KOTOpoM s ObLJIa, — OTBETHIIA €H, MOAXO/S K TPIOMO U OCMaTpHUBasi IPUIECKY.
Bpone He pactpenanace.

— B ogHOM U TOM ke 1iaThe noere? — Mpoluientana rOpHUYHas, TS5 Ha MEHS C YKacoM.
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Coo0pasuB, 4TO TaK HE MOJIOKEHO IO ITUKETY, 5 Pa3JpaKeHHO OTMAXHYJACh.

— Hecwu mo6oe, Ha CBOE YyCMOTpEHUE.

KocTtiom, uto BeiOpasa JIupa, oka3ajoch OUeHb KPaCHBBIM, HO JKYTKO HEYIOOHBIM. §1 mbITa-
JIach MPUBBIKHYTh K JKECTKOMY KOXKaHOMY KOPCETY, KOTOPBIH CaBIMBai pedpa, Merasi AblIaTh KOM-
doptHO. I'pyns B 3TOT pa3 OblIa MpUKpHITA Oeslol 6ATUCTOBOM KO(TOUKOHN ¢ pyKaBamMu (POHAPHIK,
yOpanHO# oy kopceT. OOka TeMHO-cHHero 11BeTa Oblia cieJlaHa OTACIBHO, HO MOSIC TOXKE OBLIT CKPBIT.

[IIna Ha BCcTpeuy HepBHUYAS, BE/Ib HEM3BECTHOCTD BCEI/Ia HACTOpaXuBaeT. YUto BApyr MmoHaao-
OWIIOCH IMITEpaTopy, pa3 OH JJake 0 00ena K aaTh He cTal? BApyr ceiiyac OH CKakeT, YTO OTKa3bIBaeT
MHE, TTPOCTO HE XOTeJ IesiaTh 3TO Mpu Apyrux HeBectax? OX, HE XOTEJIOCh Obl, KOHEUHO, HO HYKHO
OBbITh TOTOBOM K TaKOMY IOBOPOTY. A UTO, €CJIM OH 3aMeTu1 u3MeHenue B Karpun? Benp panblie
OHM TOXE Pa3rOBApHBAJIM U CKOpPEW BCEro UMIIEPATOp yKe MHTepecoBasics e€ yBaedeHus M. Kak sxe
s He moxyMasia o0 3toM! Bcé, MHe KOHeIl, OH TOYHO MOHST, UTO s He KarpuH.

Crpax ckoBaJI cepilie ¥ HEMPUATHBIN XOJIOIOK mpodexait no cruHe. Ceifuac 51 4yBCTBOBaJIA

ce0s1 Tak, CJIOBHO MeHsI BeJ Ha 1uiaxy. Cobepuck, Moppw, ellie ecTb IaHC BCE UCTIpaBUTh. Sl Bceraa
MOTY CKa3aTh, 4TO MOIIYyTHJIA, IPOCTO XOTeJIa BbI3BATh €r0 MHTEPEC.
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10 r1aBa

Nmneparop oxupan B cany, B 6ecenke Bo3ie ¢oHTaHa. f 1uia, HEpBHO Jeprasi om0y 100KH,
YTOOBI HE IyTAJICS B HOTaX, a Mpo ceds1 fymMaJa, 3a4eM BAPYT MOHAI00MIach OBEJIUTENIO, Be/lb 00e]]
yKe COBCEM CKOPO, MOT ObI M TaM BCE CKa3aTh.

[MpuOm3uBIIMCH K OeceqKe, HATSHY/a Ha JIUIO NPUBETIMBYIO YIBIOKY.

— JloOporo JHsI, UMIIepaTop, — MPOroBOPHJIA, 3aX0/s U MpUceas B peBepaHce repes MyKIu-
HOMU.

— 3npasctByii, KaTpuH, — mporoBopui oH, JJACKOBO YJIBIOAsICh, — Pajl, YTO Tl MPUHSLIA TIPU-
IJIalIeHue.

«Kak 6yarTo s1 Moriia 0TKasarb», — BO3MYTHJIACH TIPO ceOsl, @ BCIIYX OTBETHIIA.

— D70 Takas 4ecTb JUIsl MeHsl, CBeTIermil. Paga mpoBecTy ¢ Bamu Bpemsi.

My>KurHa IpeyIoKU MHE PYKY U TTOMOT CECTh Ha CKaMBbloO.

— 51 mo3Bai Bac He MPOCTO TaK, — HAYaJl Pa3roBOP, — CErOfIHS 3a 3aBTPAKOM, BbI CKa3aJM, YTO
TMOOUTE OXOTY.

— la, — nonTBepana, yabpIOHyBIIMCh. Hago ke, Kak ero 3To BIeYaTiuio.

— Tak BOT, 51 peniI 3aBTpa yCTPOUTD AJIsl BaC MPOTYJKY, — JOOABWII, IPUCTAIBHO HA MEHS
IS, BUIMMO OXKMZAsl OTKa3a WM MPU3HAHMS, YTO S CIIyKaBHJIA.

— Ilporynky? — nepecnpocuiia yIuBJICHHO M HEMHOTO pa304apoBaHHO. — To eCTh MbI TPOCTO
OyJeM XOIUTh MEIIKOM MJIM KaTaThCsl Ha JIOMAsx ?

— Her, koHe4YHO, MBI OyieM OXOTUTBLCS Ha JIUC, — PACCMESIBILIMCH, OTBETHJI MMIIEPaTOp | IOJI-
MUTHYJ MHE.

— 3aMaH4MBO, — KOKETJIMBO 3aMeTHJIA 1, — a KaK ke OcTajlbHble HeBecThl? He Bce ymeroT oxo-
THUTBCS.

Nmriepatop momomryaa HEMHOTO pa3ayMBbIBasi, a MOTOM IPOTOBOPHIL:

— 3aBTpa ocTaHeTCs TOIBKO OfHA U3 Bac.

Ceparie MOANPHITHYIO M 3aMepiio Ha ceKyHIy. Heykenn OH TOJBKO YTO MpU3HAJICSA B CBOEM
BBIOOpE, TO ecThb O0TOOp BhMrpana Karpun?! § He 3Hama, Kak pearnpoBaTh Ha 3TO 3asiBJICHHUE U
MI03TOMY IPOCTO MPOMOJTIAA, IS Ha (POHTAH, KPaCUBO Pa3OPhI3TMBAIOILMI TOHKKE CTPYiKH. Bo3-
MOXHO, HY’KHO YTO-TO OTBETHTb MJIU MOOJIAroapuTh, HO CJIOBA HE HAXOMIIUCH.

— Karpun, — BApyr mpoientan uMnepaTop COBCEM PSIIOM, U 51 TIOBEPHYJIACh.

Hammm B3risapl BCTpeTHINCh, @ B CICAYIOIMIA MOMEHT, MY)KUYMHA HAKJIOHWIJICS M KOCHYJICS
MOMX T'y0 B MOIeTye. 3aCTblla CTaTyei, 3aTanB JbIXaHHUe, YyBCTBYsI, MSATKOCTb €ro Iy0 Ha CBOMX, HEX-
HOE IIPMKOCHOBEHHE PYK, K MoeMy Jiuity. MiMriepaTop mpogosrka 1enoBarh, 3aKphiB I71a3a 1 IeKoda
MOM T'yOBI SI3BIKOM, a 51 CMOTpeJia Ha MYXYMHY, CKaB KYJaKd U HE BEpWUia, YTO MO3BOJISIO0 TaKOe
nenath ¢ codoit. [Ipuns B ceds, yrnepnach JaJOHSIMHU B IPyIb UMIIEPATOPa U 3aCTaBUIIA OTCTPAHUTHCS.
OtBepHyJIach, Mpsiya pyMsiHEll ¥ CTapasich BRIPOBHSATH COMBIIIEECS JAbIXaHUE.

— IIpocrute, Karpun, He cMor criepKaThesi, — MPOrOBOPUIT CBETICHILINIA, HO €r0 TOH BOBCE HE
ObUT M3BUHSIOINMCSL.

— 51, moxanyi, noiay, — Opocuia yepes 1iedo, BCKaKuBasi C MecTa, — MHe ellie K 00e/y roTo-
BUTBCH.

— 51 npoBOXY Bac, — MPeIOKUII IMIIEPaTOpP, BCTaBasH CIEIOM.

— Her! — BckpukHyna ucnyranto, a notom oosee Msrko 100aBmia. — biaropapio, HO s criery.

BrICTpO crienaB peBepaHC, pa3BepHYyJach M modexkana 1Mo I'pPaBUHHOW JIOPOKKE K JBOPILY.
[Monanpize OT 3TOro MyKYHMHBI, YTO ITOCMEN TaK OECLIEepEMOHHO TMOIIEIOBAaTh MEHsI 1 BbI3BaTh CTPaH-
HOE YyBCTBO Tperieta BHyTpH. Eciu Obl 3TO ObUT HE MMIiepaTop, TO youna Obl yKe, XOTs 51 M TaKk
JOJKHA €ro yOUTb.
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Bce MyX4rHBI, KOTOpPBIE B TIPOIILJIOM TIBITAJIHMCH 11eJI0BaTh MEHsI 0e3 pa3pelieHust Wi MPOCTO
00KUMaTh, OBUTH cefiYac MepTBHL. JTO, KAK MHCTHMHKT CAMOCOXPAaHEHHMsI, CpadaThIBAI caM, s JAaxke
MOIyMaTh TOJIKOM He ycrieBasia. J1o cux 1op yAMBIISIOCh, KAK CMOIJIA CAEPXKAThCS U HE BPe3aTh MMITe-
paropy, BUIUMO 3 PEKT HEOKUTAHHOCTH CPadoTall.

B komHary BieTena myJiei u epBoe 4To ciesiaa, Moiuia B BaHHY0. JIupa, BcTpeTuBIas MeHs,
YIMBJIEHHO TIOCMOTpEJIa U MOC/IEIoBaa CJISHAOM.

— Y0 cyunnioch, Ha Bac JIMIa HeT? — CIIPOCHyIa OHa 03a00YEHHO, 3arJIs/1bIBasi B BAHHYIO.

51 y’ke BOBCIO YMBIBAJIach M3 Ta3UKa, MBITASICh CMBITh BOCTIOMUHAHUS W IPUKOCHOBEHHS MYK-
YHHBI.

— Hugero, mpocTo Xouy OCBEKUTHCS, — OTBETHIIA TOPHUYHOM, TIOHMMAsI, 9TO O TIOIeJTye JIydllie
yMOJTYaTh.

— MoeT BaM BOJIbI HArpeTh? — MPEIOKIIIA OHA.

— Her, mpocto nmoMoru MHe CHSITh OJIeK/Ty Y JJail TIOCTaTh, — Pa3IpakeHHO OTBETHJIA, BBHITHPAsI
JIUIIO TIOJIOTEHIIEM.

TopHMYHAs TOMOTJIA Pa3/IeThCsl, HATSHYB XajaT, 1 CKpbUIACh B CriajibHe. PyXHYB Ha TIOCTEb,
YCTaBWJIACh B TIOTOJIOK, MBITAsICh MIPUBECTU MBICIH B TIOPSAIOK. Be€ yenoxuseTcs. iMmepaTop SIBHO
xenaer Karpun u 31oT nouenyid npsmoil Hamek. Kak JomkKHa MOCTyNUTh AEBYIIKA, POXOsIas
otoop? KoHeuHo ke, 00paIoBaThCs M OTBETUTh B3aUMHOCTBIO, BEJlb OHA ISl 3TOTO CIOfIa U MPHIILIA.
A 4T0 nenath MHe?

S He Mory TIPOSBJIATH YyBCTBA K OOBEKTY, KOTOPOTO JIOJKHA YCTPAHUTh. DTO MOAPHIBACT BCE
MOM YCTOM, HUKAKWX IMOIIHIA, TOIbKO XOJIOMHBIN pacueT. Torma nmoyemy TOT Moreayi Tak B30ymopa-
KU MeHS, BBIOW u3 Kosien? Camoe npaBriIbHOE OBLIO OTKA3aThCsl OT 3aaHUs M cOSKaTh MOAAJIbIIe,
HO s He Moria O6pocuTh Oparta u cectpy. OHM He BUHOBATHI, YTO s BHIOpaia Takyl Mpogheccuio u
TeTiepb CTaja e€ 3aJI0KHUIEH BMECTe C HUMHU.

Moxet youTs ero npsiMo cerofgss Ha ooeze? Jla, ckopeii Bcero MeHs CXBaTAT, HO 3a/1aHue OyaeT
BBITIOJTHEHO, JICHBIY TOTYYeHbI ¥ OJTM3KKE CBOOOTHBI. 3aTO MHE OOJIbIIe HE MPUICTCS IIPUTBOPSITHCS
JOOAIIEN HEBECTOM.

MeHs nyrajad SMOIUMHM BbI3BaHHBIC TOLIEyeM MMIIepaTtopa, OHW ObUIM HOBBIMH, 3aCTaBJISIIN
CHJIbHEe OMTHCS CepIIie U YyBCTBOBATh HEYBEPEHHOCTh B cede, a 3To camoe cTpariHoe! BeiTh Beerna
Y BO BCEM YBEPEHHOM 3aJI0T yCIieXa B MOEM JIelie.

"VOblo cerofHs v MOKOHYY ¢ 3TUM!" — pelmia 5 1, 3aKpbIB I71a3a, MoCTapayiach YCHYTh.

Jnst ob6ena Jlupa BoiOpasa MHE Jierkoe g oHOBOE TUIaThe CalaTOBOTrO OTTEHKA, MPUXBAYCH-
HOE IO TPY/ABIO ATJIACHOM JIEHTON ¥ CBOOOTHO CIaJaloIuM KHU3Y. S Toke MoAroToBUiIach K BeTpede,
3aCyHYB B MaJICHbKWI KapMalleK IMy3bIpeK C S70M, a K HOre MpHBsA3ajia HOKHBI C KMHKaIoM. YeMm
MPUIETCSl BOCIIOIB30BATHCS ellle He 3Hauia, Oy/y BIOMpaTh B Tpoliecce.

Bonoce! noripocuiia 3a06path B BRICOKHIA ITYYOK, YTOOBI HE MyTaKMCh Ha BeTpy. OcMoTpeB ceds
B 3€pKaJie, OCTaIach JOBOJIbHA, IUIaThe ObUIO YIOOHOE U JIETKOE, AyMalo, €CIIU MpUAeTCsl yoerarb OHO
HE TOMelIaeT.

Beriiis B kopuop, HanpaBuiach K jiectauile. COop ObUT 0OBSIBIICH Ha IIEHTPATBHOM KPBUIBIIE,
TaM Hac oxuzaaia kapera. CIryckasich IO JIECTHUIIE, HATOJKHYJIACh HA MYKYHMHY B JIOPOTOM CIOPTYKE,
MperpaJvBIINiA MHE My Thb. JIUIIO ero rnoxoxee Ha xadbe B TAKMX ke OOpogaBKax, ObLJIO MHE He 3Ha-
KOMO.

— IoOpplit geHsb, rpaduHs, — IO3I0POBAJICSI OH C UPOHUEH B TOJIOCE M 9TO MEHST HACTOPOKHIIO.

— J1oOpwIii IeHb, MBI 3HAKOMBI? — CIIPOCHJIA YWBIICHHO, OCTAHOBHBIIIUCH.

— 3a04HO, Tak CKa3aTh, s BaC 3HaI0, Bbl MeHs HeT. f, muctep Mapkyc e Jlekpya, — OTBeTU
OH CJIeTKa KUBHYB.

— OdeHb NPUATHO, — MPUBETIIMBO YIBIOHYJIACh, HABEPHO, KAKON-TO YMHOBHUK U3 Kpyra UMIIe-
paropa, — MPOCTHTE, HO S CIIEIy.

44



2. ®okc. «Haemuwuna jijist umrieparopa. YOUTb WU BIIOOUTHCSI»

Caenana napy 1aroB BHU3, KOrja My KYMHa CXBaTWJI MEHS 3a JIOKOTb, OCTaHAaBJIMBAsl U NpU-
KHUMas K MepUsIaM.

— He tak GpicTpo, MIJIOUKA, €CTh Pa3roBOp, — MPOTOBOPHJI OH THXO, TUIOTOSIAHO TSI/ HA MOU
ryOBI.

Cepatie npornycTuiio yaap, a HOTOM JIEpHYJIOCh B IOPBIBE 3JI0CTH. YCTaBUJIACh HA MYKUMHY,
peluas CIyCTUTb €ro € JIECTHULIBI WM IEPEKUHYTh Yepes Neprsia, HO MOMM IIaHaM IIOMEILaIU CITYTH,
CHOBABIIIE BHU3Y.

— Uro BbI cebe o3BoIsieTe? — MpOIIeNTaa, MbITasCh OTTOJIKHYTh MyKUUHY, — OTIYCTHTE WIN
1 Oy/ly Kpryarh.

— Kpuuats He cTout, 910 B Balmx ke uHTepecax MoppuraH, — eXuJHO 3aMeTis1 MapKyc 1 MHe
BCE CTAJIO MOHATHO. DTO CBA3HOM, KOTOPBIN, MO-BUAUMOMY, CJIEAUT 32 MHOU BO ABOpIIE. YCIIOKOUB-
IIMCh ¥ YOpaB C JIMIa UCITyTaHHBIN BUJI, yKe Oosiee KEeCTKO OTBETHIIA:

— Pyky yOpan unmm st TeGe nasiblisl CJIOMalo.

ITO MOAEHCTBOBAJIO HA MYXKUHMHY, OH TYT € OTIYCTHJI MEHs ¥ JaXe OTOIIeN Ha IIar, Isis
HACTOPOXKEHHO.

— bimke k geny, y MeHs1 Majio BpeMEHH, — HallOMHUJIA €My M paclipaBuila HECYLIECTBYIOLINE
CKJIaJIK1 Ha IUIaThe.

— XopoIto, — MpoOOPMOTaJT OH, ¥ OIJISTHYBIIUCH 110 CTOPOHAM, MPOJOJDKUI, — BaM TIPOCHIIN
riepearh, YTo IIaHbl HEMHOTO W3MEHWIIUCh.

— B kakoM cMbicIie U3MEHUITUCH? — TPUTIONHSB OPOBb YAMBIIEHO, CIIPOCHJIA 1.

— Bam HyXHO BBIITH 3aMy’K 32 UMIIEpaTopa M MOJTYyYUThb JAOCTYI K ero kabuxery. Ham HyXHBI
Ba)KHBIE JOKYMEHTbI, KOTOPbIE OH XPaHUT TaM, — IIPOTOBOPUII MYKUMHA.

Sl omapallieHHO yCTaBMIJIaCh Ha CBSI3HOTO. BBUIO OlyleHHe YTO HajJ0 MHOW IPOCTO U3/EBa-
10TCS. MaJio TOro 4To caMo 3a/laHKe MOYTH He BBHITIOJTHUMO, TaK €Ille Tereph U UCIIBITAaHUS K HEMY
MPUIyMAaJIH.

— BeI B cBOeM yme?! — ripormriena 3710, Oypasi ero B3IISAA0M. — BBIATH 3aMyX, TAKOTO yToBOpa
He ObU10. S1 He coOuparoch craTh ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM, BBl CITYTAJIH, 51 HAEMHUIA, a HE IIPOCTUTYTKA.

— MoskeTe He criaThb, — MOXkaB IJIe4aMu, OTBETHI1 MapKyc, — MPUTBOPUTECH OOJIBHOM, HO TOJIBKO
rocJie cBabObl, — YTOYHMI OH. — [IoKa JOKYMEHTOB Y HAC HET, UMIIepaTop HYKeH KUBOU.

— 51 He BOp, a yowmiila, — pa3apakeHHO MTPOrOBOPHJIA eIlle pa3, MOHUMAsI, YTO BCEM HAIlJIeBaTh.

— Bam npocunu nepenats, €Civ He BBIIOJHUTE 3aJaHUe, BAIllM CecTpa U Opar yMpyT.

— XBaTUT MHE YIpOXKaTh, — MPOLIEANIA CKBO3b 3yObl, — 51 Be[lb MOTY HAIlIPaBUTh CBOY I'HEB U HA
BaC Y MOBEPbTE POICTBEHHUKHU HE CTAHYT MIOMEXOM, HA0OOPOT, UX CMEPTh NMPUIACT MHE SIPOCTH.

— JlagHo, He OyzieM pa3BOJMTH JIEMaroruio, Moé aejio mepeaarh, — CyeTIMBO 3aMeTii1 Mapkyc,
eMy SIBHO CTaJIo He 1o cebe OoT Moel peun. — Beero xoporiero, rpaduHs, MPUSITHOTO OTABIXA. — YK
I'POMKO MTPOTOBOPHJI OH U, 0OOTHYB MeHsI, TOCTIEIINII BEPX 1O JIECTHHUIIE.

[TpoBonuB ero B3MIsAOM, TIIyOOKO B3JJOXHYJI4, OCTAaHABIMBAs OEr CepAlla U CIIOKOMHO CITyCTH-
nach. Bot, 3HAUMT Kak, Temeph 5 JOJKHA CTaTh JKEHOM M BBIBE/ATh, I7I€ JIeKAT JOKYMEHTHI. A 4TO
nanpie? MoxXeT OHH 3aXOTST, YTOOBI s pO/IMJIA HACJSHUKA U ycauiia ero Ha TpoH? Bppp. .. Kakoii
yXac, Jaxke IymMarb 00 9TOM He xouy. YUTo K, caMu TOTO He Befiasi, OHU TOJIBKO UTO CIACH KU3Hb
umrneparopy. [Ipugercss OTIOKUTH pacipaBy U MOAyMaTh, Kak ObITh Aajbiie. Beiiti 3amyx 3a Ero
BenmmuectBo BechMa miioxasi 3aresi, MOXKET Y MEHsI TIOJyYUTCS] IPOHMKHYTh B KaOMHET 1 6e3 3TOro
miara.

Bprliins Ha TUIOIIAAKY, YBUENA CTOSIBITYIO TPOMILY, OHU MIJIO OeceoBaIv, 00CyKaasi TpeacTo-
see myTeriecTsue. VimmepaTtop, ofeThiil B KOCTIOM BEPXOBOH €3[1bl, BHIITISIEN OYeHb NMITO3aHTHO.
OH CTOSIT KO MHE CIIHOM, BeCh TAKOW MOATSHYTHIH, B OOJEralomux MTaHax, KOTOpble MPEeKPacHO
JIEMOHCTPUPOBAIM CHJIbHBIE HOTH W ynpyrue siropuipl. OpepHyB ceOsi, epeBesia B3IJIsA] BHIIIE, C
TaJIMX Ha MMPOKYIO CIIMHY, BBIIJISIACBIIYIO TaK HAJEKHO, CJIOBHO CTEHA.

— O, a Bor u Karpun! — BocksimkHyna JIuzader, momaxaB MHE PyKOH.
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Nmneparop oOepHYJICS ¥ Ha €ro JIMIE MOSIBIJIACH YIIBIOKA.

— JoOpelit nenb, KaTpun, Mbl Bac xJieM, — IPOrOBOPWIT OH, TIOIXO/SI ¥ MPOTSTUBAsI TAJIAHTHO
PYKy.

— I[poctuTte, HUKAK He MOIJIA HANTU 30HTHK, — IPOOOPMOTAJIA, CTapasich HE CMOTPETh Ha MY K-
yuny. [IpuHAB ero nomouip, CycTUIACh O CTYNIEHAM K Kapere.

— 41 Tak MOHMMaIO, BBI €r0 HE HAIUIK? — MPOHUYHO CITPOCHIT OH.

— VBBI, KaKk CKBO3b 3eMJIIO ITPOBAJIUJICS, — OTBETHJIA, PA3BOJIsl PyKAMH.

— Huuero crparniHoro, Ha nipupoze OyIeT marep, — yCIOKOWJI MEHSI MIMIIepaTop.

S, Mupen u Jluzabetr cenu B kapery, a Ero Mmmnepatopckoe BenwuectBo penm exath Ha
cOOCTBEHHOM JepeOlie Briepeid KapeThl. 51 Obl ToXke mpenowia Jomaab, YeM TPSCTUCH TIO MbLTHHON
Jopore B 3TOU IyIIHON KOpoOKe. [leBylKy OblIM B3BOJIHOBAHbI, OHO U TIOHSITHO, BE/Ib CETOMHS BCE
pemmres.
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11 ri1aBa

Kto-T0 13 Hac momxkeH crath nepBoi. S cuaena Moiya ¥ MPUCMATPUBAIaCh TO K OHO, TO K
APYroy JIeByIIIKe, perasi mpo ceOsi, KeM MHe Tpolre Oy/IeT Urpath, €CJIM BAPYT UMIIEPaToOp BHIOEpET
He KarpuH.

— Ox, 5 Tak nepexuBao, — ckazasa JInzader, — CTONbKO NMEpekUBAHUI U BOT HAKOHell (prHA.
Kak nymaere, koro u3 Hac OH npeamnourer?

Mupen ¢bIpKHYa, MBITasICh AeaTh 0e3pa3InyHOe JIUI0, HO PYKU €€ BbIIaBaJld, OHU TOCTO-
SIHHO HEPBHO TepeOUJIM KyCOUYeK TUIaThsI.

— MoskeT BOOOIIIE HUKOTO He BHIOpaTh, YK€ ABAXIbl MPOBOAUJICS OTOOP U KaX[IbId pa3 OH
OTKa3bIBaJI BCEM.

— [a, a nouemy? — cpocuJa si, 3aMHTEPECOBABILIUCH TAKUM (PaKTOM.

— A Tbl 4TO %e He clblana? — yAuBJIeHHO crpocuia Muper, misis Ha MeHs.

HaBepHoe, kak cBeTckas Aama, st JOJDKHA ObLIa CIIBIIIATh 00 9TOM WHIIUJICHTOM, HO pa3 Yk
CIpocuia. ..

— IIpocro s Oblna 32 rpaHULIei, BUTUMO, IPOIMTYCTUIIA STOT MOMEHT, — OTBETHJIA, YJILIOHYBILIUChH
JeBYILKe, — TPU rojia OTCYTCTBOBAJIA.

— AX, BOT 1mouemy Thl MHOTI/IA Bejielllb ce0sl CTpaHHO, — MOoAXBaTuiIa pasroBop Jluzader, — B
APYruX MHUpax v HPaBbl ApyTUe.

— Bo3MOkHO, — cornacuiiachk ¢ Heil, MycTh JIy4llle Tak JyMaioT.

— B o01iem, qBaxapl uMIepaTopy BbIOMpPAIM HEBECTY, HO OH B MOCJETHUI MOMEHT, BOT TaKke
Ha (PMHATBHOM OTOOpEe OOBSIBIISI, YTO HE CMOT HAlTH CYKEHHYIO TI0 Cepilly, — pacckasana Mupen,
paszBoas pykamu. — [Ipencrasisenib, kKakoe pazouapoBaHue? [IeByIIKY MOTOM U3 IOMY BBIXOJUTh HE
XOTEJIU, CTHIIHO OBbLIO, CaM UMIIepaTop OTKa3asl UM.

— A pa3Be Tak MOXHO? — CIIPOCHJIa YIUBJISASCH, IPECTaBIIsAsA, KaK ObIBIIINE HEBECTH YyBCTBO-
BasM ceOs1. S1 Obl He XoTela OKa3aThCsl Ha MX MecTe, BCe IIEMYyTCs 3a CIMHOM U MOKa3bIBAIOT Ha TeOs1
TaJIbIEM.

— A nouemy Het? OH UMIIepaToOp eMy BCE MOKHO, — mporoBopuiia JInzader, a morom 1o0aBuia,
— FOBOPAT OYEHb MHOTOE 3aBUCEJIO OT €r0 MaTepH Kak CKaXeT, TakK W Oy/IeT, a B 9TOT pa3 OHa Clieriia
C KaKUM-TO TSIKEIBIM HEJTYTOM.

— Bot u xopoiiio, MoxeT He OyeT BMEIIUBATLCS B 3TOT pa3, — (PpIpKHYJIA pa3paxeHo Mupe, Ho
TYT ke OCeKJIach, — POCTUTE, 51 UMeJIa B BUJTY, 3TO, KOHEYHO, Y)KacHO, YTO €ro MaMeHbKa 3a0osena,
HO XOTh HE BMEIIIMBAETCs B Ipoliecc oToopa.

Sl OTKMHYIaCh HA CIMHKY CHJIEHBS Y 33JyMajlach. 3HAYUT, UMIIEPATOP MOXET BCE NEPEUrPATh
B NIOCJIEAHUI MOMEHT. DTO OCJIOKHSIET JEJI0, a YTO, €CJIA OH OTKAXKETCS OT BCEX U TOT/A, Kak 5 CMOT'y
nogoOparhcs K HeMy cHoBa? IHTepecHO, YTO He YCTPOWIIO UMIIEPATOPa B MPOILIBIX TPEeTeHAeHTKaX ?
Bo03MOKXHO, OHM OBLITA TPOCTO CKYYHBI MJIH [JTYTIbI, HO BE/Jb OH UIIET ceOe MIMEHHO TaKYI0 XKeHY, YTOObI
cujena B 3aMKe U HUKY/a He Jie3na.

Kak BoOOI1Ie KEHIIMHBI COIMAIIAIOTCS Ha Takylo cyapOy? fl BOT HMKOIZa He BBIAAY 3aMYXK,
Most cBoOOa BaxkHee. Byny xo3siikoii cama cee, 1 HUKTO He OyJeT yKa3blBaTh MHE, KaK TIOCTYIaTh,
pOXaTh WM HE POXaTh, JIIOOUTh WM HEe JTOOUTh. JIIDOOBL — 3TO BOOOIIE BEJMKAs TIIYNOCTh, IPH-
AOyMaHHas1 monsMu. He moHnMato, 3a4eM JTio[iu 3acTaBisiioT ce0s cTpajarh pagy MUMOJIETHOTO YyB-
crBa. Benp TokazaHo, JIOOOBbH MTPOXOOUT OBICTPO, & JIAJIbIlIe HAYMHACTCS CKyYHOE CYIIIECTBOBAHHE
JBYX JIIOZIEH.

Kapera ocranoBuiiach Ha JieCHOM Jopore, JBeplia OTKpbLIach, U CIyra MOMOI CIYCTHThCSI.
Wmmneparopa psiioM He ObLIO, BUIMMO, OH PEINII €XaTh APYTroi JIOPOrou.

— A rne Ero BeinuectBo? — cripocuiia Mupes, BHIXOIS U OIJISABIBAsICh Pa304apOBaHHO.
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— Nimmepatop OyzaeT kaaTh Bac Ha NOJIsSIHE, KapeTa Tyja He MPOoeJieT, — OTBETHUII CIIyTa, — POy
CJIEIOBATh 3a MHOM IO TPOIIE.

OH corien ¢ 10poru 1 yriayowics B jiec 1o TpornuHke. [locienoBany 3a HUM, MEpBOM MOIILIA
JIuzabeT, 605Ch OTCTaTh OT MpoBOXaToro. OHa oxaJia 1 axaja, BUJIs Pa3HbIX ITHYEK WU SIPKUI 1TBe-
TOYEK, BOCXHMINASCH TAK CJIOBHO HU pa3y He OblIa B jiecy. Mupe 1uia Moirda, pa3apaxeHHO OTBOJIS
BETBU, CBUCAIOIIVE BHU3 U MEIIAOIIUE XOAbOe.

S ma mocnenHe M MPOCTO HacHakJajach MPOTYJIKOHM, Tak JaBHO He Oblia Ha TpUpoZE, a
Be/Ib PaHbIIIe CTApaiach Kaxa0e cBOOOIHOE BpeMsl IIPOBOJMTH B JieCy WM Ha Oepery o3epa. 31ech
s 3apsiKasiach SHEPrueild, BOCCTAHABIMBAJIA U3PAHEHHYIO yIy, MEUTala O CYACTJIMBOM OyIyILeM.
XoTena iaxe MOCTPOUTh MAJICHbKUH JIOMUK BJAJIM OT BCEX U )KUTh TaM, HACTAkK1asICh OMMHOYECTBOM.

Uepes nomuaca OmyKIaHUs T10 Jiecy MbI BCE ke BBIILUIN K Oepery o3epa. JIuzader yxe Hauasia
HBITh, TPeOys NpKBasa, a MUpeT OTKPHITO pyrajiach CO CIIyroid, OOBHHSISI €10 B TOM, YTO BeJl Herpa-
BWJILHOM JIOPOTOii ¥ HAHEC Bpe]] HEBECTaM BCEMH STHUMH BETKAMH U MOIIIKOM.

Ha Gepery yxe pacTsiHy/ M 1matep, HaK pblId CTOJI, 110 IEpUMETPY OblIa paccTaBlieHa CTpaka, a
caM UMIepaTop, Kak OObIYHBIN YeJIOBEK, CHJET Ha MaJIeHbKOM TaOypeTe U TOTOBUJT YJOUKH. 3aMETHB
HAC, OH MOMaxaJl IPUBETCTBEHHO PYKOM. [IeBYIIKM TYT e MpeoOpa3suuch, BCS KAPU3HOCTh TPO-
naja, a Ha JIMIIE MOSBUIINCH YJIBIOKH, OHU MOCTICIMIA K UMIIepaTopy.

A s permiia MpoWTH Yepes MaTep U B3ATh TAPENOUKY C €10, YK OYeHb €CTh XOTeJIOCh MOce
nieteit mporyiku. [puxBatuB HeOOBIIOE OO0, MOAOILIA KO BCEM OCTATbHBIM.

— He *kenaere nepekycuTh? — CIIpoCHIa, Tipeyiarast OyTepOpobl.

— Bnaropapio, —ckazan ummneparop, O6epst oauH, — 5, KaK pa3 XOTeJl BaM HPeJIOKHUTh TO XkKe
camoe repej] priOaTKON.

— O, MBI OyeM JOBUTH ppIOy? — BOocKJIMKHYNA JIm3abeT, pajocTHO XJomnas B jJajgomm. — 5
BUJIeJIa, KaK TMareHbKa JIOBUII, 3TO 3aHUMATeJTbHO !

— Jla, Tonpko MBI OyzieM JIOBHUTH C JIOAOK, a He Ha Oepery. Y KaxJoi U3 Bac CBOS JIOOKA, —
OTBETHJI MIMIIEPATOP, Y/IBIOHYBIIUCH HAM XUTPO M YKa3aJl PyKOW Ha TOTOBbBIC K OTIUIBITUIO JIOAKH. —
Ciyru nomoryT rpecru.

Jlunia eByIek M3MeHWIMch, Mupen CKOpUYriia HeIOBOJIbHYIO rpuMacy, a JInzabeT ucKpeHHe
UCITyTasach.

— Moxer, MblI JTydIlie ¢ BAMH BMeCTe TIOIUTBIBEM? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, C OTMACKOH IS/l Ha JIOIKY.

— Hert, — MOTHYJI rOJIOBO¥ MMITEpPaTOp, — 9TO Ballle UCTbITaHKe. KTo 0oJibIlie HAJIOBUT PHIOBI 32
JBa yaca, TOT U oOeuT B oTOOpE.

«Tak pocTo, cepbe3H0? — yauBUIIach Mpo cedsi. — B Takom citydyae nmodena y MeHsI B KapMaHe.
JloBuTh pHIOY 51 yMelia ¥ He pa3 BuMrpbiBasa napu y llycrporo.

Wmmnepatop BcTan 1, pa3aaB HaM yIOYKH, OTOIIE] HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, TIOJ3bIBAs CIIYTY, KOTO-
phlii Besl Hac yepe3 Jiec. OHU O YeM-TO THXO Pa3roBapuBasIM, IEPUOANIECKH Opocasi B3I/ B HAIITY
CTOpOHY. JIeBYIIIKM 3TOTO HE BU/IENN, OHU BCE eIlle MBITAIMCh TIePeBAPUTD YCIIbIIIIAHHOE 3aJaHue.

— O Ooxe, pa3Be 3TO MOXKET MPUTOIUTLCS B CEMEWHON KU3HU? — MpocToHana Muper, 3aka-
ThIBasl I1a3a K HeOy. — HeHaBmky pbiOy, 3TO CKONB3KOE, Mep3Koe cosfanue, gy! MHe Kaxercs, oH
MPOCTO M3/IeBAETCS HaJl HAMH, XOUET MOCMOTPETh, KAK OTMIO30PUMCH.

— Tyt Her no3opa, — OTBETUIIA 51, YXMBUISISICh, — PHIOAJIKA XOPOITIasi BEIllb, YCIIOKauBaeT HEPBHI,
MPUBOUT MBICJIH B MOPSIIOK, TeOE TOUHO MPUTOIUTCS.

— Yt0?! — M3yMJIEHO TIepecpocuiIa JIEBYIIKa, s Ha MEHsI BOSMYIIIEHHO, HO s ke Harpa-
BUJIACh K cBoel siozike. [Tokazana ciyre, 4To MHE IOHaAOOUTCS, B3sJIa YAOUKY, IIPOBEPUIA KPIOUYKH
¥ 3aJIe371a B JIOJIKY.

— OTuanuBaii, — ckazaJa ciiyre, y)e CUJIeBIIM HaroToBe ¢ Beciamu. MHe He Tepresnock 3a0po-
CUTb YJOUKY M TIOCUJICTh B TUIIIMHE, OTPEIIUBIINCH OT BCEX MPOOJIEM.

Ot oT Gepera, U 51 yKazaia MecTo, Ky/la Hy)KHO HaIllpaBUTD JIOZKY.
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— JlaBaii Oyvke K KambllllaM TaM, Kak MPaBWIo, CTOUT pbl0a B TOT XkapKHU 4yac, — MpOroBo-
puJia co 3HaHUEM JieJ1a U YBUJENA Ha JIMIIE CIIYyTH yAUBJIeHUe. — YTo, 1yMaJ, s HUYero He CMBICIIIO B
pbidaKe? — yXMbUTbHYBIIMCH HPOHMYHO cripocuiia ero. — [lonnmaro, st Obl ToXe Tak mogymala.

Bcenen 3a MHO# OT Gepera OTYaJIMII UMIIEPaTOp, OH BHIOPAT MECTO TOXE BO3JIe KaMBIIIEH, HO
nojiasipiiie oT MeHsl. JInzabeT pemmia JOBUTh pbiOy Ha cepeuHe 03epa, MPH 3TOM OHA MOCTOSHHO
BU3KaJIa, CTOMJIO CJIerKa HAKPEHUTHCS JIOJKE, YeM pacilyruBaja BCio pbi0. Mupes OTIIblIa nocie-
HEll U Cy[s 10 HeI0OBOJIBHOMY JIMILY, STO MPOry/ka Obula eil B TATOCThb, HE MPOIUIO U 1ojTJaca, Kak
MPUIILJIOCh BEPHYTh Ha Oeper JeBYIIKY, € yKauuBao.
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12 ri1aBa

HacayiuB Ha KpOYoK YepBsika, 3a0pOcHia yIoUKy 1 3aMepiia. B Kakod-To MOMEHT TOJTHOCTHIO
MIOTPy3HJIach B TIPOLIECC JIOBJIU, 3a0bIB TIPO PeabHOCTh. [10KJIEB 1€ XOPOIIIo, ¥ 3TO I00aBIISIIO MHE
azapra, HO MOKa IMOMNaIaJTUCh JIUIIb MAJICHbKHE KAPACHKHU.

— Kro 31ech Bogutcsi? — cipocuiia ciiyry, B O4epeJHO pa3 3a0pachiBasi YIOUKY.

— MHOrO KTO, — OTBETHJI OH, — U3 CAMBIX KPYITHBIX, 9TO COM U IIyKa.

— VX ThI, BOT OBl COMa TOWMATh, €Ille HU pa3y He JIOBEIOCh, — BOCXUTHJIACH I, YJIBIOAsICh
panoctHo. Pribasika Bcerga MpUHOCHIA MHE XOpoIliee HACTPOSHUE M KeJIaHWE MOWMAaTh OOJIBIIYIO
PpHIOHHY.

— U yacro Bbl ppiOaunTe rpacuHs? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICS CIYTa C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM.

— VBBI, HET, HO €CJIM YK BbIAAETCSI MUHYTKA, C YIOBOJIBCTBHEM 3TO Jeal0, — OTBETUJIA eMY
YEeCTHO.

Y MeHs1 B ouepeIHOM pa3 KJIIOHYJIO U 51, T0XKJABIIUCH MOAXOISIIEro MOMEHTA, IOJCEKJIa JIECKY,
YYBCTBYS, KaK TpeMbIXaeTcsl ppida Ha Kpiovyke. B 9T0 BpeMsi co CTOPOHBI, Tjie PhiOaumiI UMIIepaTop,
paszascs MyKCKOU BO3IJIac.

— Tanw ero, Taum! OcTopokHO!

OOepHYBIIUCh HA KPUK, YBHIEIA, KAK UMIIEPATOP MBITACTCS YIepKaTh BBITHYBIIYIOCS JTyTOM
YIOUKY.

— Cowma, HaBepHOE, MPUXBATII, — XMBIKHYJI CIyra, C MHTEpecoM HaOJioAasi 3a MporeccoM
MOMMKH.

HeBunumasi, ckpeiTasi moj Bojoil cuiia OelleHO pacKauyuBaia JIOAKY U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY,
yrpoxasl rnepeBepHyTb. VMrmepaTtop crenai mar Ha3aa U oclabuil JIeCKy, HO BHE3aITHBIA OB
PBIBOK OT NMPOTUBHKMKA — U Becrap, OCTyNuBIINCH, CTPEMUTENHHO TIONeTeN B Boay. Jlogka Hakpe-
HWIach BOOK W 3auepriHy/ia Boxy. MimmepaTtopa NOTammwio K KaMblilaM, rpo3si ope3aTb 00 OCTpbie
JIACTBA.

— Barmie BenmuectBo, OpockTe yIouKy! — yMoJIsiolie Kprudasl KaMepauHep, caM OyJIThIXasiCh B
o3epe.

— OH ke He ymeeT I1aBaTh! — UCITyTaHHO OXHYJI MOM CJTyra, XBaTasiCh 3a BOJIOCHI.

— CoBceM He ymeeT? — XMypO YTOUHWIA s, BHUMATEJIbHO cJes 3a mpoucxosaunmm. [Ipu-
3HAThCs, B BOAY JIE3Th COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTENOCh.

— CoBceM, — NOATBEPAXII CIIyra CEeBIIUM OT BOJTHEHUSsI rojiocoM. — U s He ymero!

— Taxk yero cuguis? ['pedu k Hemy! — mpuKazasa co B3I0XOM, CHUMAasH TY(JIH.

BiuH, a 970 M1aThe MHE TaK HPABUJIOCh. . .

He pazpymbiBast Opocuiach B BOAy M NOIUIbLIA K MMIIEpaTopy. Bectap HakoHell BBITYCTHII
YIOUKY U3 PYK U TeTleph sIPOCTHO MBITAJICS OCTAThCS Ha I1JIaBY, MOJIOTSI pyKaMHu 1o Bofe. S oka3zasiach
BO3JIE HErO JIOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, HO HE MOIJIA MOACTYIUTHCS, TIOTOMY YTO OH XaOTHYHO OWJT PyKamMU
0 BOJIe, HUYero He BuAs BOKPYT. [IogHBIpHYB, 3aCcTaBUIa €r0 OKYHYThCS C FOJIOBOM U TEM CaMbIM
riepecTath OpPBIKAThCS, JAJIbIIE pa3BepHY.Ia K ceOe CIIMHOM 1 BHIHBIPHYB, CXBaTHJIa JIOKTEM TOJT TIO/I-
OOpPOMIOK.

— Ycnokoiitech, a TO Mbl YTOHEM, — )KECTKO CKazaJia 51, OTILIeBbIBasICh OT BObI. Crierka cxxumast
€My ropJio, 4YToObI IPUBECTH B UyBCTBO.

My:xuKHa 3aTUX, IepecTaBasi COMPOTUBIISATHCS U MO3BOJIMII MHE IJIBITh B CTOPOHY JIOJKH, ITPU-
omkaBiryiocs K Ham. Ciiyra moMor 3arpy3uTh UMIeparopa B JIOJIKY, IOTOM MHe.

— Cniacu6o0, BHI CIIac/ii MHE JKHM3Hb, — IIPOroBopwii Becrap mpuxossi B ceOs U IIsi/isl HA MEHS
KaK-TO CTPaHHO, OTYEro OMSTh MOOeKaI MypPAIIKH 110 CIIMHE WX 3TO 51 MPOCTO 3amep3a?

— EpyHpa, s mpocTo xoTesna B3ISIHYTh Ha pbIOy, KOTOpasi Bac yTallluia, HO YBbI, OHa COPBAIACh,
— OTBETUJIA €MY YJIBIOHYBIIIUCh.
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— Bo1 X0opoimo raBaete, — HOXBAJIWI MEHs CIIyTa, — a TJIaBHOe, OBICTPO.

— DTO OT cTpaxa, — OTBETUJIA U MBI BCE PACCMESTUCh, CHUMAsI, TEM CaMbIM, CTPecC OT Iepe-
JKUTOTO.

Ha Gepery Hac yxe oxuiana oxpaHa, OHU TTOMOIJIM BBHIATH U3 JIONKHM U HAKUHYJIM Ha TUICYN
TUTEJIBI TSI COTPEBa.

— Bam HyxHO niepeonerbcs, — 3a00TJIMBO CKa3asl MOM CIIyra, yKasblBasi B CTOPOHY IaTpa, —
MpocTUTe rpaduHs, MIaThs y HAC HET, HO MOKEM BBIICIUTh MYKCKYIO OICKIY.

— 41 mepexuBy, — OTBETWJIAa €My YJIBIOHYBIIIMCh, CJIETKA CTy4a 3y0aMu oT xosona. Boga Obuia
AOCTATOYHO MPOXJIATHOM, B 3TOM 03epe OWJIM TMOBOIHbIE KITIOUH.

3aiins B marep, HaC C UMIEPaTOPOM OTTOPOYIIN OOJIBIION ITOPOH APYT OT Apyra. MHe npu-
HECJIM CTOMKY OfEsK/Ibl U TosioTeHIIe. [TorbITanachk CHATh MJIaThe CaMOCTOSATENTbHO, HO 9TO OKa3aJIOCh
po0IeMOi, ITHYpOBKa OblIa CleIaHa Ha CIIMHE, 2 BEPEBKM HAMOKJIH ¥ 3aBSI3AJIMCh B TYTOH y3eI1, KakK
s HE TIBITAJIach Pa3Bsi3aTh HE MOTJIA.

— Bame BennyectBo? — mo3Basia st UMIieparopa.

— 51 3mech, — 0TO3BAJICS MY KUMHA W3-3a IITOPHL.

— IIpoctute MeHs 3a pockOy, HO He MOIJIM OBl BBl TOMOYb MHE?

— YTt0 HYXHO caenaTh? — C TOTOBHOCTBIO CITIPOCHJT OH.

— 3BYYHT YyXacHO, HO TIOMOTHTE Pa3Bs3aTh IJIaThe, — MIPOrOBOPUJIA, CaMa CMYIIAsCh CBOEH
npock0Oe, HO BBIXO/Ia He OBUIO, YK OYE€Hb XOTEJIOCh CHATh MOKPOE.

— C yaoBOJIBCTBHEM TIOMOTY, — OTBETHJI BecTap 1 OTOOBHUHYI IITODY.

He cpazy coobpasuia, 4to MyKUrHA Iepeio MHOW CTOUT Oe3 pydaxu, 3aCMOTPEBIIUCH HA Kpa-
CHUBBII penbeHBI TOPC, a KOrja OCOo3Hala, YTO IMSUTIOCh Ha HEro, MOKpacHesa, Kak JEBYOHKA U
OBICTPO OTBEPHYJIACH.

— Bor BepeBOYKH. .. — MPOOOPMOTATIA THXO, YKa3bIBasl PyKOM.

My)cKue pyKr KOCHYJIMCH IUIaThsl, a 1 CJIOBHO KOXEH OLIyTHJIa UX ropsiuee NpUKOCHOBEHHE
OTYero MeHs 6pocuIio B 03HOO. [la 4To ke Takoe, moyeMy s Tak pearrpylo Ha Hero? OOBIYHBII MYXKUK,
C OOBIYHBIMH PYKaMHU ¥ TOJIOCOM, HO KB pa3 51 TEPSIOCh OT €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUI W 3aMUpalo,
cabima rosoc. OnpeneneHHo OH AJIs MeHsI ONaceH, OT TAKMX HYKHO JIepKaThCsl TIofasiblie, HO Kak,
€CJI MEHsI BBIHYK/IAI0T ObITh psiioM?

VimniepaTop mbITalicsi CHPABUTHCS € Y3JIOM, HO Y HETO TOXE HUYETrO He MOTydasioch.

— He meBenureck, — ckasan Becrap B Kakoid-TO MOMEHT, a TIOTOM TOCJIBIIIAJICSA XPYCT Tepe-
pe3aemoii BepeBkH. [louyBcTBOBaIa, KaK OH PE3KO JepHYJI, 0cnalisisl ITHYPOBKY U €ro JIAIOHb Mpo-
1aChb 1O CrHE, MPUHOCA HOBBIC OINYIICHUA JIACKH.

— V¥ Bac Takasi He’KHasl KOxa, — MPOIIENTa MyKUMHA, 00/1aBasi MOIO IIe10 TOPSYUM JIbIXaHUEM.

Hy BoT, ncrioptut miiathe, Jaxke He CIPOCHB paspelieHus. S nepHynach, OTCTPaHsIsSICh OT HETO,
HaM€Kad, 4YTO ITPUKOCHOBCHUE B IVIAH HE BXOOHWJIO. Bce MYXHWKHU OJUHAKOBBIC, JIIOOUTENIN XKEHCKUX
TpeJiecTen.

— Kaxercs, Bc€, — mporoBopui1 Becrap, moHumast MOl HaMeK U youpasi pyky.

— bnarogapio, — X0OJIOIHO OTBETHWJIa W TOBEPHYBUIKCH, 3a[CpHY/Ia IITOPY MPSIMO TEpel ero
HOCOM.

— BoI obuaenucs? — Cripocuil OH YIUBJIEHHO.

— BoBce HeT, mpocTo x0uy ObICTpee CHSATh MOKpOE IUIaThe, — OpOCchia paBHOAYIIIHO, XOTS B
AyIlie TBOPUIIACh Oypsi SIMOLIUHA.

CrsHyB 11aThe, OTOPOCHJIA €0 B CTOPOHY M CTasla HaJeBaTh py0axy, OHa OKa3ajach pa3Me-
POB Ha MATh BEJMKA, PUIILIOCh 3aKaTaTh pyKaBa, a KOHIIBI 3aBsA3a/1a HA TAIMU. BpIoKK ToXke BUCETH
Ha MHe 1 0e3 mosica 00OMTHUCH ObUI0 HUKAaK. OTOpBaB OT IUIAThsl JICHTY, KOTOpPasl MO/BS3bIBAIIACH
TOJ1 TPY/BIO, MCTIONb30Baa e€ BMecTo peMHs1. [IpoBepriia kapmariek B IUiaThbe, OH OKa3aJcs MycT,
BUAUMO, IIOTEpsJIA ITy3bIPEK, KOIa HbIpsIIa.
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PacrycTuB BOJIOCHI XOPOIIIEHBKO BBITEPJIa M PEIINIA OCTABUTh PACITYIEHHBIMU, ITyCTh COXHYT.
Karpun oGnajgana npekpacHOW T'yCTOW IIEBETIOPOM U BBICYIIUTh MX OBICTPO BPSJ JIM TOTYUIHUTCS.
EnuHcTBeHHast ocraBlilieecs cyxas Bellb U3 MOEl OJeKAbl — 3TO Ty, KOTOpbIEe U Hajiena. BUuaok,
KOHEYHO, COBCEM HENoA00aloIIei 1ame, J1a elle psSAaoM ¢ UMIepaTopoM, HO, TMYHO MeHs BCE ycTpa-
MBAJIO, TaK OBLJIO ropa3ao KoM(pOPTHEN U MPUBBIYHEH.

3aKkoHYMB CBOE IIpeoOpakeHue, OTIepHY/Ia ITOPY U OXHYJIa OT HeOXHJaHHOCTU. MiMneparop
BCE 9TO BpeMs1 HAXOAWICS TaM, OJKU/1asi, Korja s HaKOHeIl BhIALY.

— He nyraiics KarpuH, s MpoCTO XOTeJN CPOCUTD, IOYEMY ThI IIPHITHYJIa B BOAY ? — TPOTOBOPHIT
Becrap, cus Ha cyH/IyKe CIOKHB PyKH Ha TPyAU M BHUMATEINILHO TUisias Ha MeHs. Hy BOT, onsiTh Tak
CMOTPUT! DTOT CTpaHHBIN B3IJISJ, CJIOBHO CKaHUpyeT. U meperien Ha «Thbl», 9TO 3HAYUT Mbl CTaIN
Omxe?

— T'oBopI0 k€ XOTesa MOCMOTPETh Balll YJIOB, — IMOIBITAJIACH OTIIYTUTHCS, HO UMIIEpaTop He
yneIOHYyIcs. — JlagHo, ciryra cKasal, 4To Bbl HE yMeeTe IU1aBaTh, — CaBasiCh, OTBETUIIA TTPABAY BU/S,
MMEHHO 3TOTO OH XKJET.

— Ilouemy He oTAana MpuUKa3 ciayre cracatb MeHs? — yTOUHWI OH IIPUIILY PUBIIKCH.

— He nmogymarna, — noxas ruieyamu, OTBETHIIA, — MHCTHHKT cpadoTas ObICTpee, HaBEpHO.

— Otkypa y rpapyiHy TakOil UTHCTUHKT? — TYT € YUENUJICS OH 3a CJIOBO.

BpocuB Ha HEro MUMOJIETHBIN B3IJIs1]], OTBEPHYJIACh, JeJias BU/I, YTO Pa3[JIsIbIBAIO IIaTep.

— B zmetcTBe 51 yacTo Xogwiia Ha peuky ¢ OpaTtom, OH He yMeJl TUIaBaTh M MOCTOSIHHO TIBITAJICS
YTOHYTb, BOT M BbIpaOOTAJICSI MHCTUHKT CHacaTh HE Aymas, — YCMEXHYBIIHUCh, IIPOrOBOPHIIA. DTO
ObLIa ymrcTast MpaBa.

— Hackonbko s moMHI0, y TeOs1 Tpoe OpatbheB? — 3a/1a11 ouepeHoi Boripoc Becrap.

— Jla, BepHO, HO OJIM3KM MBI OBUIM TOJIBKO C MJIQ/IIIIAM, — BCTPETIEHYBIIKCh, OTBETUIA 5. — He
MOHMMAI0, UMIIEpaTop, Bbl HEJOBOJIbHBI MOUM MOCTYIKOM? — pelnia MOWTH B HACTYIUIEHUE cama,
MIOKa JJOIIPOC HE Mepewies rpaHull.

— 3oBute MeHs1 Becrap, Korja Mbl OTHH, — HATOMHWJ OH, TOAAMUTHYB, — [IpoCcTO X04y HOHSTS,
YTO TOOOM ABUTAJIO B TOT MOMEHT.

AX 1a, HaBEpHO OH OXMIAJ, UYTO CKaxy, 3TO ObLIa JIIOOOBD U s UCITyTrajach 3a Bac, MO MoBe-
JIUTEJIb, HO 51 HE TUIAHMPOBAJIa TOBOPUTH TaKKE CJIOBA.

— Becrap, MoxeT, oiIeM EPEeKyCcuM, a TO KaK-TO CHJIbl BOCIIOJIHUTD HAJl0, — NEPEBEa TeEMY,
CIIEIMAJIBHO JieJ1asl ylapeHue Ha ero UMs U 00sICh MTPOJOJIKEHHUsI Pa3sroBOpA.

ITpo cembio KarpuH s coBepIieHHO HUYEro He 3Haja U 000 BOMPOC O HUX MOT MEHs pac-
KPBITh.

— Jla, KOHEeUHO, 51 caMm TrOJlOJEH, — OTBETWJI MY’KUMHA, BCTaBasi U, NMOAOWIA K MOJIaM 1uarpa,
OTOZIBUHYJI OJHY, JaBasi MHE BO3MOXKHOCTb BbITH. —M emre.

— Bnaronapio, — otBeTHIA 00IErYeHHO, B3/I0XHYB U BHIIILIA.

CTomio HaM OKa3aThCsl CHAPYKH, KaK UMIIEpaTopa aTakOBaJIM HEBECThI, KyAaxTas HarepeOoil.

— Ox, a TaKk ucryranack 3a Bac, Mo CusTenbHbIl, — npuunTana Jluzaber, — ciayra crapascs
Kak Mor, rep0 130 Bcex cuil, Ho KaTpuH okasanack OwicTpee.

— AX, a s OBl He cMOIJIa IOMOYb, IOTOMY YTO Cama He yMelo IulaBaTh, — BTOpuia el Muper,
— HO OTIpaBWJIa CIYTy 3a BAMU B HAJEK/I€ YCIIETb.

W TyT MeHs oceHII10, IOBEPHYBILIMCH K UMIIEPaTOpy, MPUILYypHIIach U CIPOCHJIA:

— A mouemy Baill ciyra Huuero He caesain? OH ocTalicsl Ha MecTe, a He MOIIbUI 32 BaMMU.

Becrap xutpo yabIOHYJICS MHE U BECesIO OTBETHIL:

— I[lotoMy 4TO HE MOMY4MJT TPUKa3a, rpauHs.

AX 1bI XyK! Tak 310 OBLIO BCE CIIEIUMATIBHO MOACTPOeHO ? 3axJieOHYIach OT BO3MYIICHUS, TTepe-
TMOJTHSBILIETO MEHs /10 KpaeB. 1 TyT puckylo, cracaio, IiaTbe CBO€ UCIOPTUIIA, & OH MPOCTO PeLul
WCKYTIAThCS Y MOU3/IeBaThCsl HaJl Hamu ?! Bust Mo€ Bo3MyllieHe, UMIIepaTop paccMesiyics U, B35IB CO
CTOJIa MIOIHOC CO CJIAIOCTSIMH, BPYUYMUJI €70 MHE.
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— Bl 3acyxumm ux, KymainTe KaTrpuH, — MpOroBOpUiI OH YXMBUISISCh.

[MoHsia, 9To ecnu 1 npapjia He HaObI0 POT MMPOKHBIM, TO BCE BHICKaXKy 3TOMY Harjeiry. CxBa-
TUB OJHO C JKaTHOCTBIO HaJyaJla ero Kycarh, BCe elle Opocast XMypble B3IJIsIIbl Ha umriiepatopa. OH
yIBIOAJICS, KaK XUTpast JINCa, MPEKPACHO MOHUMAsST MOE COCTOSIHUE.

— Buna? — cipocut, mpoTsruBasi MHe OOKaJl.

Basinia 1 3a1mom BBIMUIIA, YTOOB! IPOTONKHYTH JAJTBIIE PUTOPHYIO CIIAIOCTh.

— Oy! — nucknyna Jluzabert, ciens 3a MHOU ¢ JioOonbeITcTBOM. OHa SIBHO HMKAaK HE MOIJa
[OHATh, YTO CO MHOM HE TaK.

— Briewatnser, — mpodopmoTana Mupen (bIpKHYB, — BBl U BIPSAMb BefieTe ceOs1, Kak MyKUrHa.

— JIeByIIIKH, TPUCOEAUHSUTECH K HAIIIEH Tparie3e, — CKa3al UMITepaTop, MPOTITruBast UM OOKaJIbI
Y TIPOJIOJIKAST XUTPO YIIBIOATHCS.

HeBecTsl 3aBesin CBETCKYI0 Oece/ly O MOrojie M BCSIKOW epyHe, a 5, YTOOBI OCTBITh, OTOIIA
TMofIaJIbIIe ¥ TIPUXBATUB Mapy OyTepOpOJoOB Termeph 3ae/iaia cBoe Bo3MylleHue. JIs yero ummepa-
TOpPY yCTpauBaTh TaKKe UCTIBITAaHWSA ISl HeBecT? Benib OH ceOe He TeJIoX paHuTe sl BHIOMPAET, a KeHy.
Heyxenu 310 Tak BakHO, Oy/IeT OHa ero cracath Wiv HeT? {1 Bcerga qymasia skeHa Hy)KHa JIUIIb JIJIs
niponoskenus ponaa. OH U cam HHTepecoBasics y KaTpuH poiocIoBHOM, IBHO HaMeKast Ha e€ TIofI0-
BUTOCTh. CTpaHHOE MOBE/ICHNUE, CTPAHHBIN B3MJISA] M CTpaHHbIE UCTTBITaHusA. Koro oH cebe uret?
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13 ri1aBa

Hosnro cky4yaTh MHE He IPUIILIOCh, Bectap mocie Tpanessl mo3Baji BCeX Ha MPOryJIKY, a 3a0JHO
OIJIacUTh CBOE penieHre. HeBecThl SsBHO HEPBHUYAM, KaXJasi U3 HUX MUTaNA HAEK Iy CTaTh UMIIe-
paTpuLeii, HO B Iyle 00e MOHUMAJIH, YTO He AOTATUBAIOT JO TAKOW BBICOTHL.

MHe 6b110 BCE paBHO, HaBepHOE, Jaxke 00paioBaiachk Obl, €ClIM OH OTKaxeTcs oT Karpun, Tem
CaMbIM s MOTJIA CIIPBITHYTh C JOTOBOPA U IIPOCTO YOUTD €ro, @ MOMM 3aKa34MKaM CKa3aTh, U4TO Cy/ib0a
pelmia uHave.

JInzaber OT BONHEHWs OblIa MYHIIOBOM M TOCTOSHHO OOMaxuBajach BeepoM, a Mupel,
Ha000poT, TOOJIeIHENA, TOTO U TSI, B OOMOPOK rpoxHetcs. Mimmeparop, 3aMeTHB Takie epeMeHbl
B HEBECTaX, MPEAJTIOKUI 00EUM B3ATh €ro MOoj PYKY [UIsl ONopsl. f mula mocieaHew, pamysch pac-
CTOSTHMIO, paszielisiBIIeMy Hac. Bectu cBeTckue Gecejibl ObUIO HE TIO MHE, JTyYllle TPOCTO CIIyIIaTh 1
MOJTYATh.

3a HamMH 11U1a CTpaska, BHUMATEJIBHO cliefisl 3a nepuMeTpoM. OT UX MPUCYTCTBUS ObUIO HE KOM-
(opTHO, MyK4MHBI B (hOPMeE BCET/Ja BHI3BIBAIM BO MHE CTPaX, €IIIe C IeTCTBA.

— Wrak, neBymKy, MpUIILIO BpeMsl MOIBECTH UTOIM OTOOPA, — HAKOHEI IPOrOBOPHJI MMIIepa-
TOP, OTOM/IS1 MOAIAJIBIIE OT IIATPa, e ObUIM CIIYTH. — MBI TPOBEIM BMeCTe TP MPEKPACHBIX HEJlEIH,
XOPOIIO Y3HAIM JPYT JIpyra, ¢ KakJoi s ycres nooomarkcsi. Bol Bce peKpacHbI U JOCTOMHBI XOPO-
IIero Myxka.

Becrap ocranoBmics, coOrpasi Hac B KpYT ¥ IS HAa K&XKIYI0 C KAKMM-TO COKAJIEHUEM.

«BoT ceftuac oH ckakeT, 4TO HH OJIHA He TIOJOIILIA ¥ OTIIPABUT T10 IOMaM,» — B HAJIEK/IE TTOY-
MaJsia s ¥ 3aTauia JbIXaHue.

— Ox, 51 6osblIIe He MOTy, — pocToHana JIn3adeT, ele MHTEHCHBHEN Maxasi BeepoM, — ITPOILITY
Bac, IMIepaTop, He TSAHUTE !

My>KurHa OCMOTpEN Ha He€ CHUCXOUTENBHO, JaXe He Pa303JIHBIINCh, a BeIb OHA MOCMea
nepeduTsb ero.

— Xopoto, 1oporasi MapKu3a, — YJIBIOHYBIIHCh, TPOTSIHYJI, — 51 CAENAJl CBOW BBHIOOP H 3TO. ..

DOKOBBIM 3peHHeM YJIOBHWJIA JBHKEHME 3a CIIMHOW MMIlepatopa. M3-3a cTBOjia OOMBIIOro
IepeBa HEOKMIAHHO BBICKOUMJI YeJIOBEK BeCh B YepHOM M MeTHY.T B Becrapa kumxan. f cpearmpo-
BaJIa MOJIHUEHOCHO, OPOCHUBILIVICH HAa UMIIEPATOPA M 3aCTABJISIsI OTKJIOHUTHCS BOOK, a IOTOM PYXHYTh
Ha TpaBy. Kunxkan mposeren B MUUIMMETpax oT Moel 1men. OX, BOT 310 noBopot! S uyTh He crasna
KepTBOW YOMMIBI BMECTO mmrieparopa. MHTepecHo, KTO OH Takod H, KTo ero Hausui? [loxomy, Ha
Becrapa Besack cepbe3Hasi 0X0OTa 1 He TOJIBKO MOW HAaHUMATeIH KaXAaIu YCTPAHUTb €ro.

JleBymiku 3akpuyany B nanuke. JInza0et, ynaB Ha KOJIEHH TPUKPbLIA TOJIOBY PyKaMH U 3aBU3-
’kasa, Kak MOPOCeHOK. A BOT Mupes He 1MoBe3Jio, OHa PyXHy/Ia Ha 3eMJII0 CPaKeHHAasi KMHKAJIOM,
OKa3aBIIMCh HA MYTH €ro TpaeKTopuu. MiMmnepaTtop ynaji psaoM Ha KOJEHH, OCTOPOXKHO MOJHUMAS
TOJIOBY JIEBYLIKH.

— Muper..., — HO JieBylIKa yxe ObUla MEpTBa, KMHKAJI BOLIEN B Cepllle, OCTAHABIIMBAsI €r0
HaBcera. — [Ipoctu MeHs1, He yoeper, — npoinenTai Becrap, 3akpbiBasi CTEKJISTHHBIE I71a3a IEBYIIIKH,
CMOTpEBIIHE B HEOO.

OnoMHUBIIKCH, UMIIEPaTOP BCKOYMJI HA HOTM U OpPOCHUIICS B Jiec, 3a YOMMLEH.

«Jlypak, Kyga?!» —poHeca10Cch MaHUYECKU B TOJIOBE, M 51 pBaHyJa cleloM. 3Hasla, YTO 3TO
HUYEM He KOHYMTCS, XOPOIIMI HAEMHUK yMeJl PEeKPacHO 3aMeTaTh ciefbl. CTpaxka pa3aevBLINCh
TOXXE CKPbUIAChH B JIECY, MBITASICh HAWTH CJIE/l HallaaBILEro.

MBe1 Geskaiu 1o Jiecy, epecKaKkiBast Yepes3 MOBaJICHHbIE JePEBbsi, LIETUISASCh 32 BETKU U KYCTHI.
Vke xoTena KpUKHYTh, YTOOBI OH OCTAaHOBHJICSI, HO UMIIEPATOpP CaM OCO3HAJ OECCMBICTIEHHOCTh CBO-
€ro MoCTYIIKa.
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— I'me on, THI ero Bunena? — npopsyain Becrap, omisapBasch U NbITAACh PasmIsAETb ClE/Ibl
npectynHuka. OH ObUT B IPOCTU ¥ TOTOB YAYIIUTb YOUHILY TOJIBIMU PYKaMH, ¥ yMaiO B TOT MOMEHT
OH OBI CMOT..

— Her, oH 1aBHO yXe CKpbLICS WM NPSYETCs, — OTBETUIA, OCTAHABIMBASCH U MbITASICh OT/bI-
matbest mocye Oera. — [Ipeasyaraio BEpHYThCS B Jlarepb, TYT MOXET OBITh OIMAacHO.

Nmnepatop oOepHycs M MPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPENl Ha MEHsI, CJIOBHO IBITAsiCh MPOYECTh MOU
MBICJTH.

— YV T1e0s1 ObIcTpasi peakiysi, Kak Thl 3aMeTHJIa HAEMHUKA? — CIIPOCUJT OH TIPUIILY PUBIIKCh.

— IIpocTto OH BBICKOYMJI IIPSMO 32 Balleld CIOMHOM M IONajics Ha IJla3a, — MOXaB IJIeYaMH,
OTBETWJIA, HE pa3yMbIBasi, — a peaklius pa3BuTa Omarogapst oxore. MHe ajib, 4TO HE CMOIJIa CIIACTU
u Mupern.

— U MHe oveHb kajb, — IPOTOBOPHJI OH JKECTKO, CKUMas KyJaku B OSCCHIIBHOW SIPOCTH, —
Jydriie Obl THI criacia eé.

S mpoMoruasa, He 3Hasl, KaK pearnpoBaTrh Ha Takoe 3asiBiieHue. EMy ObLIO TSKen0 OT 0CO3Ha-
HUSI, YTO BMECTO HEro Moruoda JAeByIIKa, 3TO s MOIJIA MOHSTh.

Wmnepatop pa3BepHYBIIUCH, TOIIET 00paTHO, O YeM-To aymasi. OH ObLT OJaBJeH, YyBCTBO
BUHBI 3aCTaBJISUIO 3JIUTHCS, HO TIOBEPHYTh BPEMsI BCIIATh HeJb3s. MHe Toxke ObUIO JKaJIKO AEBYIIKY,
TaKasi MOJIOZIasi, MOTJIa OBl €I11e KHTh, HO Cyb0a pacropsiAniach MHaue. Bce Mbl B OMH MTPEKPacHBIi
JE€Hb MOXEM OKa3aTbCsl KEPTBOU CIIyYallHOCTH.

— Tol cnacna MHe xu3Hb ABaxabl, KarpuH, — BOpyr nporosopui Becrap, ocraHaBiMBasch U
obopaunBasich Ko MHe. CrieniaB 1mar Ko MHE, OH MPUIIOIHSLT MajblieM MOW MOoAOOPOIOK, 3aCTaBIss
MOCMOTPETH B I71a3a. — Thl OUeHb MU3MEHUJIACh 32 TIOCEHUE JHU, CJIOBHO TeOsl moqMeHw . Bot u
ceifuac, Tl HEe pbIJIaciilb, TaM Ha IMOJIsiHe, BMecTe ¢ JIm3aber, a Geraemb co MHOM 1O Jiecy. B yem
MPUYMHA TAKOI BHE3AITHOM NepeMeHbI?

Hyury caaBui crpax nepes pazoonadenueM. OH 3aMeTHsT U3MEHEHU 1, BUIMMO, 51 COBCEM ILIOXO
KOMMpoBaJia rpaprHIO 1 BHIOMBAJIACH M3 €€ IPUBBIYHOTO MoBeAeHus1. OTBeNa B3MIIsA, 1ejasi BUjl, 4To
CMYILIAIOCh, & HA CaMOM [IeJIe, MbITasACh IPUAYMAaTh Ha X0y OINpPaB/aHUE.

— IlpocTo 51 mepecTana MpUTBOPATHCS, UMIIEPATOP, — OTBETHJIA YCTAJIO, — HE X04y OBITh CBET-
CKOH JaMOW Y KOCUTBb IO ypPOUKY. Pelnnia, 4To HICKpeHHOCTh B OTHOILIEHUSX JTydlle JIKU. Bel pa3o-
yapoBaHbI?

— Her, Tak MHe onpeniesieHHO HPaBUTCS OOJIbIIIE, HO TIOJTyYaeTcs, sl TeOsi COBEpIIEHHO He 3HalO,
— nporoBopuJ1 Becrap, oTmyckasi MeHs1 U IPOJOJIKast MyTh.

— Bl HMKOTO He ycrieete y3HaTh Tak OBICTPO, — CKa3zajia yxke OoJsiee YBEpeHHO, MOIpPAaBIIss
pyOarnky, KOHIIbI KOTOPOH pa3Bs3aJICh, — BCE MPUABOPHBIE HOCAT MacKu. HyXHO MHOTO BpeMeHH,
YTOOBI MOHSTH, KAKOW YEJIOBEK PSIIOM C BaMH.

— Bo3moxHo. Yto ke MHe Toraa Jesiarh, Kak BHIOpATh KeHY? — BAPYT CIPOCHIT UMIIEPATOP
YXMBUIbHYBILIHCb.

— JloBepbTech cepally, — JIANHYIA 5 ¥ 3aMOJIKJIA.

Kakoii rnyneiii coBer! 3auem s 310 ckazana?! 51 Beab cama HUKOIIA TaK HE MOCTyNasia, TOJIBKO
XOJIOIHBIN pacueT pa3yma Mor yoepeub OT ITyIOCTeH.

— Bul nipaBe, KarpuH, HaBepHO HYKHO BHIOpaTh CEpALIEM, — COIJIACHIICS 3aayMunBO Becrap.
— Wpemte, Hy)XHO BEpHYThCs, TTOKA MAaHWKA HE Havasiack. [Jymaio, 3Toro HaeMHHUKa Mbl OOJIbIIE HE
YBUJHM.

— CMoTps Kakoe y Hero 3a/lanue, — OypkHyna cede moj] HoC, HO UMIIepaTop He YCIIbIIIal.

Ha nonsue tBopuiics xaoc. OxpaHa MeTasiach ¢ Opy’)KMeM B pa3Hble CTOpOHBI, JIn3ader cuzena
TOJ1 IIATPOM, Jposka OT CTpaxa U MpuuuTasi HerpepslBHO. CMepTh Mupes HacTONIbKO MoTpscia e€,
YTO JIEBYILKA TPSCIacCh BCEM TEJIOM, CIOBHO B JIMXOPAJKE W UyTh JIM HE Tepsuia co3HaHus. Ciayru
TBITAJIUCH YCIIOKOUTb, HO 3TO MAJIO MOYYaJloCh. YBU/IEB UMIIEPATOPa, AEBYIIKA BCKOUMJIA HA HOTU
1 Opocuiach K HeMy B OOBSTHSL.
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— OHa ymepra, ymepna... — poigaia Jluzader, MOBUCHYB Ha HEM.

S ocraHoBMJIaCh, OIMIApAIIEHHO MIsAAA Ha AeBymKy. OHa OyKBaJIbHO BHCENIa HA UMIIEpaTope,
KpernKko 0OXBAaTUB €ro IIe MyxXJbMu pykamu. Kynaku cxkamick camu coOOM, OT THEBa, TOIHSBIIIC-
rocs B rpyau. YTto oHa ceOe MO3BOJISIET, I/Ie JKe BhIIEPKKa IMPHCYINAsi CBETCKUM JaMaM, Pa3Be MOKET
BecTH ceOs TaK JAeBYIIKa, Aa ele MpuIoqHo? Pyku Tak u yecamch oTopBaTh e€ oT Becrapa u orOpo-
cuth nofaskine. OnepHyna ceOsi, HAMOMUHAS, YTO UMIeparop pasdepercs Kak ceOs BecTH, a s
MEHHA OTO HE JOJIKHO UMETH 3HAYCHUN . n Mo4uemy s BAPYT CTajla TaK pEBHOCTHO OTHOCHUTLCA K 3TOMy?

— Ycrokoiitech, MpoIy Bac, — yTelaa 3a00TIMBO JEBYIIKY, MMOITaXUBasi MO CIUHE, — MHE
OYeHb XKaJlb, YTO TaK mpousorwio. CiaaBa Oory, Bbl HE MOCTPAJANH.

— A Besib yMepeTh JIOJKHBI ObUTH BHI. .. — 3aXJIeOBIBasCh cie3aMu, O0pMOTaJia HeBeCTa, — s TaK
UcCIyraiach!

— INoBepsre, yx yule Obl ymMep 51, 4eM Mupes, OHa 3TOro He 3aCiyKHia, — TPOTOBOPHUII OH
C TOPEYbIO B roJIoce.

OH mono3Ba cyry u nepenai JInzader B 3a00T/IMBBIE PyKH, MOOOEIIAB pa300paThCs CO BCEM
Y HalTH yOUMILY.

VBuzeB nMIieparopa B IIEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH, OXpaHa OpocHiiach K HEMY.

— Bame BennyecTBo, conatsl MpoYechBaIOT JieC, — OTPAIOPTOBAJ OJVH U3 BOSHHBIX.

— JleByIIKYy OCMOTpeny, Iie opyxkue? — TyT Xke mepelen K aeny Becrap.

— Jla, BOT MeTaTe IbHBIN KJIMHOK, BOILIEJ ITPSIMO B CEPALIE, — OTBETHJI BOMH, IIPOTATUBAsi OpykKHe
UMIIepaTopy.

S1 cpazy y3Hasa 3TOT KJIMHOK, U B Jiyllie BCE rnoxonoaeno. OH npuHamiexan YepHoMy BOPOHY,
’KECTOKOMY HAeMHUKY U3 JIPYroro KjiaHa. TOT TUI ObLJT 3HAMEHUT CBOMM YMEHHEM MeTaThb JIIoOoe
OCTpOE OpYXKHUE YETKO B 11eJTb, C JTIOOOTO MOJIOKEHUS U JaXkKe C 3aKPHITBIMH IJ1a3aMH.

— ThI y3HaeMIb 3TOT HOX? — CITPOCKII UMIIEPATOP, 3aMETUB MOIO PEAKITHIO.

— Her, — 3amoTasa rojioBo# u MpoienTaia, — MpoCcTo MPeACTaBUIIa, KaK OH BXOIUT B MOE TOpJIO.

Becrap, ycnokauaroriie rnorsiaani MeHs 1o [U1edy, PeKpacHo MoHUMast, 0 4eM ropopio. Ctpax
nepea CMEPThIO UCTIBITBIBACT Ka)KI[I)II';I HOpMaJH)HbII';I YECJIOBEK.

— Xoporio, coOupaiite Bely, Mbl BO3BpAIAEMCsl, — TPUKA3ajl UIMIIEpaTop CTPAKY, 1 B35IB MEHS
3a pyKy, nose k JInzabet. [IppkocHOBeHME ero ropsiyel JaJoHu K MOe B30YIOpaXkuiio KpoBb, pas-
HOCSI TIPUSITHBIE OIIYIIICHUS 110 BCEMY TelTy.

[Momoiins K neByIIke OH, MPHUCEB PSAJIOM HAa KOPTOUYKH, BBITYCKAask MOIO PYKY U IPYCTHO YJIBIO-
HYJICSI.

— Wcnyranack, COMHBIIIKO? — COPOCHIT MATKO, U JInzabeT cMyIieHHO KuBHY/1a. OHa HEMHOTO
npuilia B C66H, BHUUMO, ITOCJIE BJIMBAHUSA YCIIOKOUTEJIILHOT'O U TETIEPH CTHIANIIACH CBOCTO IMMOBEACHU .
— Bc€ nmo3aau, Mbl Bo3Bpalaemcsi JIOMOM.

S oTBEpHYIach OT HUX, YyBCTBYS] BHOBb BO3HUKIIYIO PEBHOCTb B IPY/AH.

«Connpitko? Kypuiia oHa camasi HaTypaJjibHash», — OyMaJia 3710 Ipo ceOsi, 3aBuayst OOpallieH-
HBIM Ha He€ HeKHOCTh U 3a00Ty mmMriepatopa. [lotom ofepHy:a ceOst 1 mpuBesia JOBOJ, YTO BOOOIIE-
TO cama BUHOBATta. f He Ouiach B UCTEpHKe, He Majana B 0OMOPOK, He Bellajlach Ha MMIIepaTopa,
4yero MeHs kajeTb-To? Mo€ noBe/ieHre 1 Mpas/a BHIOMBAJIOCH U3 IPUBBIYHOTO. 3a4eM MEHS KaJleTh
Y YCIIOKanBaTh, €CIHU 51 a0COJIOTHO PABHOAYIITHO CMOTPIO Ha Tpyn?

«Ox, Mopp#, THl TIPOCTO He CO3[aHa OBITh CBETCKOH JIbBHILICH, CIMIIKOM 4epcTBOe y TeOs
cepare».

MBI 10%1aJTUCh BO3BpAILIEHHUS KanMTaHa CTPaXy, OH JIOJIOKWI, YTO cJie]] He OOHAapYXeH, Tpe-
CTYIIHMK CKpbuIcAd. HaMm BbIIEIMIM OXpaHy M CIyr IPOBOAUTH O KAPETHI, CaM K€ UMIIEPATOp C
OCTaJIbHOM CTpaxel OTIPABUIICS BO JABOPEI] Ha CBOEM KOHE, He jKeJasl CIyIIaTh JIOBObI KaluTaHa,
YTO B KapeTe OyneT Oe30MacHei.

Bo3sBpariienue B 3TOT pa3 MpoxoAWIo B IOIHOM Modanuu. brnegnyio Jlnzader Benu o pyku
JBOE BOEHHBIX, IBITASICh yIEPXKaTh MBIIIHOE TEJIO U HE PyXHYTb B TpaBy BMecTe ¢ Heil. [locne Bcero
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MIPOU3OLIE/IIETO BCE CTPEMIIINCh OKMHYTh 3TO MecTO. BrIcTpo 1M yepes Jiec, 03upasich Mo CTo-
poHaM, 1 60sICb TOBTOPHOTO HAAICHHUS.

TosbKO 1 OcTaBaIach CIIOKOMHOM, 3Has1, HAM HIYETO HEe YIPOKAET, IeJIbIo ObUT nMmepaTop. Ml
TaK Y HE y3HAJIM, KTO BBIMTPaJl KOHKYPC, UMIIepaTop cefuac Obl1 03a004eH apyrum. Bot nntepecHo,
ec/u s cracia eMy KU3Hb JABAXK/BI, CIIAceT JIX OH MEHsI OT Ka3HH, Y3HaB, KM SIBJISIOCh HA CaMOM
nene? HackonbKko OH OKaxkeTcsl O1arofilapHbIM 4eJI0OBEKOM HJIM ITPaBUTENb B HEM Bo3bMeT Bepx? He
3Hal0, TOJIBKO BPEMsI ITOKAXKET.

57



2. ®okc. «Haemuwuna jijist umrieparopa. YOUTb WU BIIOOUTHCSI»

14 rinaBa

BepHyBmcs Bo IBOpeL], HAC MONPOCWIN HE BBIXOAUTH U3 IOKOEB, ITIOKa UMIIEPATOpP HE JacT
IIPUKa3.

— A Kora Mbl y3HaeM, KOro oH BbIOpas1? — 3aj1as1a Borpoc JIn3ader, yxke BIIOIHE OIpaBUBIIASICS
OT MOTPSICEHUS.

— Hagetoch, OH 03By4YuT €ro 3a yKMHOM, — IIPOrOBOPWJI MMHUCTP, KOTOPBIM BCTpeYasl Hac y
JBEpEr ABOpLA.

— W1 yero 3ararusarh, HaC ¥ Tak OCTAJIOCh JBOE, — HEJOBOJIBHO (DBIPKHYJIA AEBYILIKA U Harpa-
BIJIACh K ceoe.

4 Toxe oTmpaBHMiIaCch B TMIOKOM OKHUJATh JAaJbHEHIEro pa3BuUTHs cOOBITUH. JIupa BcTpeTmia
MeHS B TOCTUHOM C PaJOCTHBIM BUJIOM.

— Hy?! — c nopora cripocuia oHa, IprkuMasi KyJauky K Ipyau.

— Yro, Hy? — niepecipocuia s, Caisich B KPECJIO U OTKUBIBASCH HA CIIAHKY.

— Kro nobeaun? — mporoBopuia oHa B HETEpIICHHE.

— Hukro, — oTBeTHMIa M IPUKpPBLIA YCTAJIO I71a3a, — UMIIEPATOp He ycIies BHIOPaTh.

I'opHruHas OXHyna yIMBJIEHHO U TOXKE OIYCTWJIACh HA Kpay IMBaHa, I/ Ha MEHS.

— Kak Tak? [louemy? OH *ke 171 3TOrO M Be3 BaC Ha MPOryJKy? — CIPOCHJIA B3BOJIHOBAHHO.

B3noxHyB TsKENO, OTKpBUIA MIa3a U nocMoTpena Ha Jlupy npucraneHo. [lTouemy e€ Tak 3to
BOJIHYET?

— Tol HazesIaCh NONYYNTh MH(POPMALIUIO U3 TIEPBBIX PYK U1 MATEPU UMIIepaTopa? — Clpocuia
IIPSAMO U JIEBYILIKA B3JPOTHYJa, CTAHOBACh MYHIOBOU. — Jlepxkuib e€ B Kypce, na? M koro xe oHa
XOUET BUAETh U3 HEBECT PSIIOM C CHIHOM?

[opHIYHasT CMYITIEHHO OIMYCTHIIA I71a3a B TOJI, HEPBHO TepeOst Kpaeliek dapryka.

— Huxkoro, mpocto Xxo4eT 3HaTh, Kakoil BEIOOP cliesaj CblH, — IPOrOBOPUIIA THXO.

— Hy Tak OH cam M pacckaxeT ey, KOrjaa IpuaeT BpeMs, — pa3ApakeHHO OTBETWIIA, HO YBUJIEB
PacCTpPOEHHOE JIMLO JEBYIIKH, YyThb CMATYAIACh. — DTO HEMPABWIBHO, BMELIMBATLCS B €0 J€JIa,
€CJIM UMIIEPATOP HE TOBOPUT, 3HAUUT IS TOTO €CTh TPUYMHA.

W, koHeuHo ke, He cTajla YIOMMHATh O CErOJHsAIIHEM HanaJeHuu u youiictse. Ilyctsb et 00
3TOM PACCKaXeT KTO-TO Jpyror. MHe He XOTeI0Ch CTaTh CIVIETHULIEW U TIOTOM KPACHETh NIEPE]] UMITe-
paTropom 3a CBOW JUIMHHBIN A3BIK.

— OHa o4eHb IepeKUBaeT 3a Hero, — npodopmoraia Jlupa, — MHe Tak e€ KaJKo.

— A 470 C HEU? — pelmia NepeBECT TEMY U 3a0/IHO y3HATh O HELyTe UMIIEPATPHLIbL.

— HukTo He 3HaeT, — OTBETWIIa TOPHUYHAS IPYCTHO, — JIEKAPH Pa3BOIAT PyKaMHU.

— CtpanHo, — npoOopMoTasia s 3alyM41BO, — U JJaBHO TaKOE COCTOSIHUE?

— Vike nosiroza, NpocTo clieriia B OMH JIeHb U OOJIbLIIe HEe BCTAeT, — OTBETHJIA JEBYIIIKA.

Harmr pasroBop npepBai cTyk B aBepb. Jlnpa nmodexana oTkpeiBaTh. Ha mopore crosin kamep-
auHep Ero Benuyecrsa.

— JHoOpslii geHb, rpacuHs, — NO3J0pOBaJICs OH, KJlaHssck, — Ero Mmneparopckoe Bennvectso
XOUET BUJETh BaC HEMEIJIEHHO.

MB#!I yIMBIIEHHO TMEPETTIsIHYIMCh ¢ TOPHUYHOM. O0e He MOHNMAY IIPUYHMH 3TOTO TPEOOBaHUS.
Sl Hagesach NPUHATH BaHHY U XOTh HEMHOT'O OTIOXHYTh OT BCEX COOBITHIA 3TOrO THS.

— A B ueM criemka? — yTOYHMJIA $1, YyBCTBYS IOJHUMAIOLEECS BOJIHEHUE B Ipyau. Moxer,
Becrap 3anono3puit MeHs B 4eM-TO?

— MHe He Beiomo, rpauHs, pouly cIeAoBaTh 32 MHOM, — OTBETUJI CIIyTa.

— Ho ona naxe He ozera! — Bo3myTuiack Jlupa, kak u nojpodaer ropHuyHoil. — Ham Hy:xHO
BpeMs, YTOObI IEPEOIEThCS.

— Ero Her, — TBepo 3asABWI My KUMHA, — UMIIEPATOP KIET.
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[Nonsina, orcpoyky He OyzeT, Hy)KHO UITH MPsIMO ceituac. Berana u, monpasuB pyoaiiky, mpo-
roBOpHJIa:

— JlagHo MaeMTe, eciii MOMIYT CIIyXH O MOEM HeNoI00aloIeM Brjie, BUHOBAT Oy/IeT caM umrie-
parop.

MBbI 1IJTM TTO KOPUIOPaM BUIISIS, KaK B JJAOUPUHTE, CTPOSHHE 3aMKa ObUIO HE COBCEM YIOOHBIM,
YTOOBI NEPENTH U3 OTHO KPbLIa B APYTroe, Hy’KHO ObLJIO CITYCTUTHCS HA TIEPBHIN 3TaXK, MPONTH Yepes3
LEHTPaJIbHBIN XOJJT U BHOBb MOHATHCS 11O JIECTHULIE.

B stoT Yac aBOper ObUT JOCTATOUHO OXKUBJIEHHBIM. [IpuIBOpHBIE OTKPOBEHHO Pa3IJisiIbIBAIIH
MeHS, TIepellenThiBasAch 3a cnrHOoM. OHO M MOHSATHO, HEBECTAa UMIIepaTopa ILEroisia B MykKCKOW
ofiexkie, J1a elle U He 10 pa3Mepy. 3aBTpa Bech ropof OyaeT 0O0cykaaTh MO HEMPUCTOWHBIN BUJI U
TOTOJ3YT CJIYXU O MOE PyXHYBILEH penyTanuu. [IeBylika B TAKOM BU/I€ MOIJIa TIOSIBUTHCS TOJIBKO
U3 TIOKOEB MYXXUHHBI, IIOTOMY KaK €€ TulaThe ObUIO UCTIOPUEHO, a YTO 3TO 3HaYMT? [IpaBUiibHO, OHA
najmas!

JloOpaBiIrcy HaKOHEI 1O KabUHeTa UMIlepaTopa, KaMepaAnHep MOCTyvascs U, OTKPHIB JIBEPb,
MpoITycKasi MeHs Briepe/l. B KomMHaTe, Kak 0Ka3ajioch, ObLIO MOJTHO HAPOAY, KOMAaHAMPbl BOWCK, MUHU-
CTPBI M CaM UMIIEPATOP, CUJIENH 32 KPYIJIBIM CTOJIOM M OOCY:KAa/Ii IPOU3OILE/IIee CerofHs. 3ame-
THJIA 3a CTOJIOM U Muctepa Mapkyca ne Jlekpya, 3HauuT, OH BXOAWJ B COCTaB MpaBUTENbCTBA. [a,
Kak OJIM3KO Bparu nogo0pajych K UMIEpaTopy, a OH JIake He MOJ03peBall.

VBuaeB MeHs Becrap BcTan v OCHEIA HABCTPEYy.

— IIpoctute Moo pockOy, HO BbI HYKHBI HaM, — CKa3aJl, 1ojiaBasi pyKy M MPOBOXasi K CTOIY.
— Karpun cniacna MHe *KU3Hb U BUJIEJIa HAMAJAIONIET0, — MOSICHU OH COOPABIIMMCS JIIO/ISIM.

— BoI cMoxeTe ero onmcarh? — 00OpaTHics KO MHe OpUIlep OXpaHbl.

PacrepsanHo nocMmotpesia Ha My )K4MH, 4TO TaK MPUCTAJIIBHO CEMYac CMOTPEIU Ha MEHS.

— Her, on ObUT BO BceM 4epHOM M Ha JIMIIE MacKa, — OTBETHUJIa HEMHOTO TIOKOJIEOABIIHCh.

— Pacckaute, 4To Bl BUIEH, — TOTpeOOBa OpUIIEpP XMYPSCh.

Pacckazana Bc€, 4To MOMHMIIA, KaK yBHUJEa HAEMHUKA, KaK TOJKHYJIA UMIIEpPAaToOpa, U Jajb-
HEUIIME HAIIY AEHCTBUA. DTOro ABHO OBLIO MAJIO, HO OOJIBIIETO CKa3aTh g HE MOIUIA.

— INonyyaercs 3auenok HET, KpOMe HOXka, — KOHCTaTUpOBal OpuLEep, 3aJyMYMBO NOCTy4aB
NaJIbI[aMU IO CTOJNY.

— A KMHXaJl, BAM OH 3HaKoM? — BAPYT CIPOCKJI MeHS uMrieparop. — 51 BUzes, Bbl y3HaJIU Opy-
KHe.

BoT TyT 1 IelicTBUTENBHO MCIyTajlach, HEYXeM Bbiaaia ceds B TOT MoMeHT? HyXHO cpoyHO
MpUIyMaTb OTTOBOPKY !

—IIpocro 51 yBiiekaoch METaHUEM U MHE IIPUXOAUJIOCH IEPAKaTh TAKOE OPYKHE B pyKax, — OTBe-
TWJIA, M5 Ha Bectapa coBepilIeHHO CKPEHHE, — BbI K€ 3HAeTE O MOEM YBJIEUEHHE.

— Ila, TO4HO, s COBCEM 3a0bLT 00 3TOM, — pa30CaJA0BAHO OTBETUII UIMIIEPATOP TEPsis

MHTEpEC.

3ato oulep 0:KUBUIICSA U YXMBUIbHYBIINUCH, CIIPOCHITL:

— Karpun, a He Moryu Obl BBl TPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH HAM CBOW HABBIK ?

B ronoce myxumHbl mpo3Byuan capkasm. OH 4ToO *ke, AyMaeT, s Bpy? AX J1a, pa3Be KeHIIMHA
MOJET JIeJIaTh YTO-TO JIy4llle MY)KYMH, BOT OHa MY>KCKas JIorMKa!

— Jlerko, — ckazana, y;abi0asich B OTBET €XHIHO W, B3SIB KMHXKAJ U3 PyK UMIIEpaTopa, METHYA
B BHIOPAHHYIO 11EJTb.

Opyskue BOTKHYJIOCh YETKO B IJ1a3 Yyuena KMBOTHOIO, BUCEBILETO Ha cTeHe. Bece ynuBieHHO
YCTaBWJIMCh Ha MEHs1, @ UMIIEPATOP JOBOJBHO YCMEXHYJICH.

— Bbl ucnoprunu mout Tpodeit, — MporoBOpMI1 OH UPOHUYHO.

— IIpunercst JOOBITH HOBBII, — OTBETHIIA €My Pa3BOMsl PyKaMH U YJIbIOAsICh.
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— Hapneroch, moBTOpHOM JeMOHCTpaliK He MoHanooutcs? — cipocun Becrap, misiist Ha odu-
1iepa, BOIMPOCUTENLHO TIPUTIOJHAB OpOBb, TOT OTPHUIIATEILHO MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM, MPOIOIKAsT PasIiisi-
IbIBaTh MEHSI C HHTEPECOM.

Kaxercsi, y MeHs1 MOIyYlJIOCh OTBECTH TIOO3PEHUsI, U s1 OONEr4YeHHo BbIIOXHYNMA. B nBepb
MOCTYYaTUCh U B KAOWHET BOIIIEN LIYIUIBIA MY KYMHA BO BCE YEPHOM.

— HoOpsiii genb, Bame Mmmneparopckoe BenmuectBo! S T'opran [leGpe, — MOKJIOHWIICS OH
UMIIepaTopy, MOTOM 0OBEJ B3IJISIOM BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIUX M OCTAHOBUJICS HA MHE.

[To criuHe mpoOesxan XONOAOK, OT B3MIsaa uineiku. Kakoil ke OH HeNpHUATHBINA, BOT MPsSM
ckonb3Kui Tur. Ero s onacaiack Oosbliie Bcero, HaBEpHOE, YyBCTBOBAJIA CKPBITYIO YTPO3Yy.

— AX pa, cnefgonbitT MucTepa e bya, — mporoBopus ummneparop, — MpoxoanTe, MbI JK/IEM Bac.
Karpun nmouemy Bbl He cKa3asii, YTo Ipomnaa ciyxaHka? — ooparuics Becrap ko MHe.

— 41 He ycnena, UMIeparop, — MPOroBOpWIIa, CMYyILAsiCh, — HO MHE YyXe€ BBIIEWIN APYIyI0
IEBYIIIKY, sI BIOJHE JOBOJIbHA.

Becrap 10BOJIbHO KMBHY.I M BHOBb TIOBEPHYJICS K HITIEHKE.

— Urak, muctep Jlebpe, Bb CMOIJIM YTO-TO BBISICHUTDH?

3arauna gpIxaHue, eciiv Obl HOBOCTeW He ObuIo, ['opTaH He mpwuiies Obl K MOBEJTUTENIO.

— Ha, Mot uMIiepatop, HEeMHOTO MH(OPMAITUH €CTh, — IIPOTOBOPIIT MY KUUHA, TIOAXOMsT OJTHKE K
CTOJTy. — 51 BBISICHWIL, YTO TIOCJIE CMEPTH JIEKapsl, Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl OT IBOpLia OTheXajla Kapera,
CBUJIETENIb BUJIEN, CAJAIIYIOCS B He€ NIEBYIIKY, QyMaiw, 3To Obula ropHnyHas rpadguau. Ceitvac s
MBITAIOCh YCTAHOBUTD B KAKOM HAIpaBJICHUE yexalla KapeTa U KTO Kydep.

Oro, 12 OH ¥ BIPSAMb XOPOIII, KaK CKa3aJl MareHbKa. 3a TaKoe KOPOTKOE BpeMsl yMYAPHJIICS
HaWTH CBUJIETENISI, MYHTEPECHO, KTO 3TO ObUI? A BOT PO Kydepa 5 He MogyMaJa, ero CTouIo Obl yopaTh
¢ noporu, nHaue nooder Karpun nop yrposoit. HyxHo Hanucats [llycTpomMy, mycTh prMeT MepBhl.

— Ona Obuta ojHA? — YTOUHWJI UMIIepaTop, BHUMATENIbHO Iisijisg Ha [oprana.

— Jlymato, 9TO HET, HO COOOIIHUK OCTaBaJICsl B Kapere, — orBeTw [leOpe, OpocrB Ha MeHs
CKOJIb3KUU B3IJISIL.

— Xoporo, criacu0o, Bbl CBOOOTHBI, — OTBETH Bectap, — nepxute MeHs B Kypce.

[Nonpormrapimck, My)XK4lHa YIIIeJ, a UMIEepaTop, CeB 0OpaTHO 3a CTOJ OOBEJ OKPYKAIOIIUX
B3[JISIJIOM.

— Yro ckaxerte rocriofga? Bo 1Bopiie TBOPSITCS] CTpaHHbIE BEIIY, @ HA MEHS OTKPbITa HACTOSIIIAS
0XOTa.

— Bame BenuuectBo, 51 fymaio BaM CTOUT ObICTpee 3aKOHYUTH OTOOp, YTOOBI HE MOABEprarh
HeBecT onacHOCcTH. CTapaiiTech HAXOOUTLCS BO JIBOPIIE, N30eraiiTe OTKPHITBIX MECT, — IPOTOBOPUIT
3agymMunBO MUHUCTP Mapkyc ne Jlekpya, — A erre, BaM Obl IIOCKOpEH KEHUTHCS, €CTh IIaHC, YTO
MPOTUBHUKY Ha BpeMsi yTUXHYT. HacnemHuk — 310 cBsiToe.

970 3asBJIE€HNE HENPUATHO YAMBWIO MeHs. Hukorna He aymana, 4yTo HAcIeAHUK HACTOJBKO
BakeH JU1si cTpaHbl. CTajio HEXOPOIIO OT MBICIIU, YTO HAHUMATET UMEHHO K 9TOMY M TOJIKQTH MEHS.
B03MOXHO JOKYMEHTBI — 3TO BCETO JIMIIIb MPEAJIOT, eClu 51 3a0epeMeHel0, TO CTaHy HEIPUKOCHO-
BEHHOW. A ecii umreparopa yobioT, TO 0 pOXJIEHHUs HACJIeJHUKA Ha TPOH CSLy S

ST CBOJIOYM CIIOKOWHO MPOAOIKAT MEHS MIaHTAXKUPOBATh U TPeOOBATh BHIIOIHEHUSI CBOUX
ycnoBuit. [Ioka y HUX B pyKax poJHbIe, 3TO HEM30€XKHO, 51 He CMOTy OTKa3aTb. HyKHO 4TO-TO Jlenarh,
HaWTH CrIoco0 BBI3BOIUTH CECTPY M Opara M3 Jial MOJTUTHYECKOTrO MOHCTpA.

MeHns Gecuiia JI0%b, KOTOPYIO BBIHY:K/IeHA ObliIa pa3bIrpblBaTh Mepe] uMrepaTopoM. S Haem-
HUIIA, & He aKTpHca U Bech 3TOT (papc pazapaxait. Ho ObL10 1 erie oqHoO «HO», MHE HpaBuJjics Bectap
1 yeM OOJIbIIIe ero y3HaBaJia, TeM CJIOKHee MHe ObLIO PeluThCs Ha yOriicTBO. B Hatiem sierte riiaBHOe
9TO SMOIIMH, BCE JIETKO, KOT/IA Thl HE 3HACIIb YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPOTO JIOMKEH YOUTb.

Nmmneparop BcE 310 Bpemst MoTJai, oOaymbiBas cutyarpio. OH BCE MpeKpacHO OHUMAJT caM
Y JIOJKeH ObLI MPUHSATH pellieHue.
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— Xopol1io, BbI TIpaBbl, — HAKOHEI] coryiacuiicsi Bectap, — ceromHs s 3aBepiry oTro0p, 0ObsIBIIO
NoOeAUTEIbHUILY U Ha3HAuy JIeHb CBaIbOBI. Y HAC MOSBUTCS BPeMsI MPUAYyMaTh, KaK BBIBECTH 3MEI0
U3 JIOTOBA.

— Ouenb xoporiio, — cornacuics Mapkyc, O)poCHB MUMOJIETHBIH B3IJISI HA MEHSI, HO 51 3aMeThIIa
B HeM 1oOeiHbIi Oieck. COMHEHMSI OTIAIA, OHU | MPaB/a KakayT MOed CBabObl C UMIICPATOPOM.

HepgHno 3aep3aia Ha cTyre, He Tepresioch yoexkaTb OTCIofa, CIIPATaThCs M BCE 00ayMaThb. 31ech
sl 9yBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl HEYIOTHO TIOJ] MPUCTAILHBIMY B3TJIsIAaMu Myk4riH. OHU, CIIOBHO BCE YK€ 3HAJIH
UTOT 0TOOpPA U Teneph MPUIJIAIBIBAIMICH KO MHE, KaK K OydyIlel uMIiepaTpuIie.

— Pazpemmte MHe yidTH, — HAOPABIIKUCH CMEJIOCTH, TTIONPOCHIIA UMIIEpPaToOpa, — 51 Be/lb OOJIbIIe
He HyXHa?

— Jla, KOHEeYHO, UANTE OT/ABIXAKTE, 10 Beuepa, — KUBHYJI OH, BCTAaBas U IOMOTrasi MHE TIOHSIThCS
CO CTyJa, — OYeHb MPOIITY, He TOKUIATh CBOMX TIOKOEB 0e3 0c000i HaTOOHOCTH.

— Xoporio, 51 BCE MOHMMAI0, — OTBETHJIA MOCIYITHO U OBICTPO MOCHEIINIA K ABEPSIM.
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15 ri1aBa

Crouo BHIITH 32 MOPOT, KaK HATOJKHYJIACh HA UCTIbITYIoNM B3rsi ['oprana [e6pe. On non-
KU MEHs BO3Jie KaOWHeTa, B HajIe)k/Ie Ha PasroBop.

— Yto BaM Ha/10? — CIIPOCUIIA XOJIOHO, MEPEXO/is K Jiey, OOIeHNe C HUM BBI3BIBAJIO BO MHE
YyBCTBO OpPE3MIMBOCTH, KaK Y HICTUHHOW HAEMHHIIBI.

— Bcero nuiiib 3a1aTh BaM MapOYKy BOMPOCOB, — OTBETUJI MYKUMHA YXMBLISISIC.

— Xopotlo, AaBaiiTe TOIBKO HE 3[1ECh, — TPOrOBOPUJIA Sl U HAIIPABUJIACH B KOPUIOP.

Beiiis, orolinia nogasibliie oT ABepeil umMIeparopa U OCTAHOBUJIACH BO3JIE TIEPUIL.

— 41 Bac ciymato — obparmiack kK [leOpe, 4yBCTBYS, Kak BO3pacTaeT pasapaxeHnue. Penko s
UCTIBITHIBAJIA TAKYIO HEMTPUSI3HD K JIIOASAM, HO, KaK MPaBUIIO, HEe OIUOAaIach.

My>X4rHa XMBIKHYJT €XH/IHO, CJIOBHO COOMpAJICs pa3001aunTh MeHs B TaitHOM croBope. Herpu-
SITHO 32COCAJIO MO JIOKEUKOM, MHTYUIIMS MOJICKa3bIBAIa OMAacaThCsl.

— $1 TYT BBISICHWJI OIHy MHTEPECHYIO Belllb, OKa3bIBAETCS, BAIy CITY:KaHKY COIPOBOKAAH, —
MIPOrOBOPUJI OH, UCTIBITYIOIIE [JIsIs1 HA MEHSI.

— la, u k10 *e?! — caenaB yIuBIEHHOE JIUIIO, CIIPOCHIA 5.

— ITo ormcanwio 310 TOXE ObUIA JEBYIIKA. U ellle MHe CTajio U3BECTHO, YTO BbI MIEPUOANIECKU
MOKUJIAJIY ABOPEL M0 HOYaM.

A BOT 3TO y3K€ HEXOpOIIIO, HOYHbIE TIOXOXIeHUs TpahMHU He JOKHBI ObUIMA BCIUIBITH, HHAYE
MOJKET pa3pa3UThCsl CKaH AL

— 51 He oYeHb MOHKMMAIO, BB paccieyeTe YOMICTBO JieKapsl WM CIIeIMTe 3a MHOM ? — 3aMeThIIa
€XUJIHO, IJIS/IS1 XOMIOAHO Ha MYy X4KHY. — [laneHpKka monpocui MpUcMOTPETh 38 MHOM?

— OnHO ApyroMy He MeNIaeT, — MOXaB IUIeYaMu, paBHOAYIIHO orBeTw ['opran, — dymaro
BaIlleMy MarneHbke OyIeT MHTePECeH ITOT (PaKT TOKe.

BHyTpu 3aKpyTUIICS TYTOM y3€J1 HEHABUCTU K 3TOMY YesioBeKy. Het, 3To yxke ciuIikoM, Ternepb
Kakasi-TO MIIelKa coOpasiack MeHs IIaHTaXKUpoBaTh? MOE 4yThe He TIOIBEJIO U Ha TOT pa3. YJIbiO-
HYBIIIMCh, KAK MOXHO JIIOOE3HEH MPOroBOpuJIa:

— A moru Obl MBI OCTaBUTB ITOT (haKT He pacKpbIThIM? Bl ke oHMMaeTe, 51 IOYTH uMIepa-
TpUlla, MHE CKaHJaJl He HYXeH, a BaM TaKoe MOKPOBUTEIHCTBO OyJeT HEeJTUIITHUM.

— Jla IMEHHO 3TOro s X04y, a elle MOCTyIUIeHHe Ha UMIePaTOPCKYIO CIIykO0y, — COTJIACHO KUB-
HyB oTBeTuI [lebpe.

— [IpekpacHo, Kak TOJIBKO CTaHy KEHOW UMITEpaTopa, Mbl 3TO OOCYMM, — OTBETHJIA JIOBOJIbHAS
coboit. He mymana, 4to Tak mpocTo OT Hero u3dasmock. [loodemars MHE HUYero He CTOMIIO, TIOTOM
MOXHO TIPOCTO YOpaTh ero ¢ goporu. [IpoTHB UMIepaTpuIlbl OH He TOTPET.

— Her, — HeOXXu1aHHO BO3pa3uil MYyKUMHA, — MHE HYKHBI FAPAHTUU U TIPSIMO ceivac.

— Kakwie rapantun? — yauBuiach Takomy 3asiBiieHuI0. — Elnie 1axe HEM3BECTHO KOTO BhIOEpeT
MMIIepaTop, BOBMOXKHO 3T0 OyzieT JIuzaoer.

— HeBaxHo, raBHOe, YTO y MEHsI Oy/IET pacrucKa OT Bac, — 3asiBUJT 9TOT HaIJIel] yXMbLUISSCh.

CmMoTpenia Ha 3TO KPBICUHOE JIUIIO, C TOPYAITUMH ITEPEAHUMU 3yO0aMU U TOHKUMH YCUKAMK HaJl
BepxHel ry0oi, a pyKH TakK U 4ecauch MPUIYIIUTh €ro MpsiMo 3[eCh Ha MecTe, HO TaKON POCKOIIN
ceOe MO3BOJIUTh HE MOIIA.

— Xopoliio, ujIeMTe B MOY TIOKOH, — IOMOJTYaB, OpOCHIIa MYKUMHE U, pa3BEpHYBIIUCH HA Ka0-
JIyKax, IOCHeInIa K JIECTHUIIE.

UYro s cobupainack ¢ HuUM caenarhb? To, 4To Jiydiiie Bcero ymena!

Borins B mokou, npuracuiia Jlep6e crienoBath 3a MHOM. JIMpy, OKUIABIIYIO B TOCTUHOM, OTITY-
CTWJIa, TIOMPOCUB MTPUHECTH HaM 00ell, BpEMEHHU JIOJDKHO ObLIIO XBAaTHUTh, YTOOBI IIPOBEPHYTH 3a/1y-
MaHHoOe. 3ai/s B CaJIbHIO, yKa3aja ['oTpaHy Ha cTyi, CTOSBILIMEI BO3JI€ MMCBMEHHOIO CTOJIA.

— Cagurecs.
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My:>K4rHa NOCITYIITHO OITYCTHJICS HA CTYJI M CTaJI HAOJTI0IaTh 32 MHOM, HEPBHO MOCTYKUBAS MaJTb-
1amu 1o croy. Cesa HampOTUB, OTKPBUIA SAIIMK U JOCTaNA JIUCT OymMaru v nepo.

— 4, Karpun ne Bya, obemaio ycrpouts ['oprana [lebpe Ha TOMKHOCTD IJIABHOTO CJIE/IONBITA,
KaK TOJIBKO BCTYIUTIO B 3aKOHHBIN Opak ¢ uMriepaTtopom. Tak mogoiier? — mpovuTaB BCIyX, CIIPOCHIA
MYXUIHUHY.

— Brionne, He 3a0yabTe MOCTABUTH MOINKCH, — TPOTOBOPHJI OH, JIOBOJIBHO YJTBIOASICh.

Pacniucasmmce, nepepana smct deOpe, A5 HOOTBEPKICHHUS, a CaMa He3aMETHO BBITAIIIIIA U3
SIIMKA TOHKYIO CTPyHY. BcTaB, 00oII1a cTosn 1 BeTasa 3a CIIMHOM MYKYMHBI.

pacrnpaBuTh CTPYHY U YIOOHEH NepexBaTUTh B pyKax.

[Noka I'opraH BHUMATEIBbHO YUTAN, PaCpaBuUiia CTPyHyY, IEpeXBaTUB 32 HEOOIbIINE AePEBsH-
HBIC PYYKHU.

— IIpocture, Ho 310 MonNHch He Karpun ne Bya, — mpoGopMoTan MyX4rHa, OTpbIBast B3IJISA[
OT PaCIUCKHU U IJIs/1s1 HA MEHS YMBJICHHO.

— BepHo, 310 MOs1 TYHAsI TOAIUChH, — IIPOTOBOPUIIA UPOHUYHO, YIBIOHYBIIKCH, & B CIIETYIOIIAN
MOMEHT HaOpOCHJIa CTPYHY Ha IIel0 MYKUMHBI, TIepeKUMasi IbIXaHue.

JleGpe mbITaicsi CONPOTUBIIATHCS, LApanal MOU PYKH, TIBITAJICS BBIKPYTUTHCS, HO CTPYHA TEM
u xopoia. ToHKast 1 KOBapHasi, OHa Bpe3asiach B KOKY HAMEPTBO U UeM CHJIbHEE YeJIOBEK Jeprajcs,
TeM OOJIbIIIE TEPETArMBAaJIo ropio. Jlonras MUHYTa B KOHBYJIbCHSIX CMePTH U BOT [leOpe oOMsiK, repe-
CTaBasi JpIlIaTh. YOpasia CTpyHY U IIpoBepuJIa Imyjabsc. MepTB.

BssiB co cTona pacnucKy nmopBajia Ha MeJIKMe KyCKM M OpOCcHiIa B XPYCTAIbHYIO TETe/IbHUILY,
nokurast. OMHOM YAMKON MeHbIIe, Tenepb HY)KHO ObLIO M30aBUThCS OT Teja. BeITammTh ero us
MIOKOEB, YTOOBI HUKTO HE YBUAEN, ObLIO MPOOIEMATHYHO, 3HAYNT, IPUAETCS pa3birpaTh OUepeTHOMN
CTIEKTAKJTb.

OTKphIB OAJIKOH BBIIIUIA W OnIsifenack. [1o cTopoHaM HHMKOTo He ObUIO, a BOT BHHM3Y Opo-
JWJIA TIPUIBOPHBIE TIAPbI, HA KaXKJIOM YIJTy 3[IaHHUsI CTOsIIa CTpaka. XOpOIIIO, CBU/IETENH eCTh, Tereph
ycTporM OecriopsiIoKk B KOMHarte. §1 nepeBepHy’ia Bce SIIUKHU CTOJIA, BBICHITIAs COOCPKMMOE Ha T10J,
MOBBIOpACHIBaJIa U3 KOMO/IA BEIIH, ITOCTENb TOXE COpBaJia M OpOocuIia psIoM ¢ KpoBaThio. JlparoreH-
HOCTH, CTIpsiTajia B MEIIOYeK U yOpasa B MOTallHOe MECTO, a IIKATYJIKU OCTaBUJIa Ha TPIOMO PacKphbl-
THIMU.

Jlabine mpuHsIach 3a CBOM Hapsi. Pasozmpana pyOariky, OTOpBaB pyKaB U IyTOBHIIbI, BOJIOCHI
B3JIOXMaTHJIa, 4TOOBI OBUTO GoJiee TOCTOBEpHO MOE compoTtuBieHue. [Tomany pa3masaia mo Juiry
PYKOH, UMUTHUPYs comnpoTrBieHue. Tak, a Ternepp MOCiIeHNIA MITPUX, CXBATHIIA C TI0JIa TOHKUH HOX
TSI BCKPBITHS TIFICEM | TTOJIOCHYJIa cebe CHavaJIa Imo 1ee, a ToToM 1o pykam. KpoBb TOHKOW CTpyHKOM
MOTEKJ1a TIO I1Iee, OKpaluBasi Oeyio pydaxy B aJiblil IIBeT.

[onuse teno [dedpe co cryna, noTammia g0 6aJIKOHA ¥ MPUCIIOHUB K MepriiaM, TiepeBeia Ablxa-
Hue. BoJIbHO TSXKENBIM OKa3asicsl 3TO ¢ BUAY UIYIUIBIA MyKYHMHA.

— ThI BcTasl HA MOEM ITyTH U TIOCMEJT IAHTaXKUPOBATh, TUIOXOW BHIOOP, — MpOIenTaia pa3apa-
’KEHHO, — UIIEWKa Thl MOXET U XOpOIIIasi, a BOT YEJIOBEK. ..

ToJIKHYB €ro B Ipy/b, IEPEeKHHYJIA Yepe3 Mepuia U OTIYCTUJIA, TeJO mojieTesio BHu3. [Ipukas-
IIKCh K CTeHe, JOK/AA1ach, KOT/Ia MOCIeIyeT TIIyXoi yaap O 3eMIII0, a MOTOM pa3aiich KPUKH TyJIsi-
oM keHIMH. ['0TOBO, Tenepb ocTaeTcsi TOMBKO KAaTh, KOTZIA OXpaHa BBIYMCIUT, OTKYJA Yo
TeNo WK npuaer Jlupa.

BOexaB B ciaJibHIO, yiIers1ach Ha TOJ1, BRIOMpast o3y, YTOOBI BOBpeMs M300pa3uTh OOMOPOK.

Knatp npunuiocs HEAOMTO, yke Yepe3 MUHYT MATh B IOKoM Bomuia Jlupa. YBuaeB MeHst oKpo-
BaBJICHHYIO Ha TOJy, IEBYIIIKA BHIPOHMIIA TIOAHOC M UCTEPHYHO 3aKpUYaa:

— A-a-a-a-a!

Ha kpuk npubesxana oxpana nsopia. Jlupa, pa3pblIaBIInch, NONbITAIACh PyXHYTh B OOMOPOK
PSIIOM CO MHOM, HO OXPaHHUK BOBPEMsI MOAXBATHII €€ U BhIBEJ B TOCTUHYIO. PsoM co MHOI omy-
CTHJICSI MY’KUUH B (DOpPME U OCTOPOKHO TOIILYTIAJT ITyJIbC.
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— JKusa. Jlekapsi cpouyHO ciofia, — MpUKa3aJl OH, IIOTOM MOJAXBATUII MEHS HA PYKHU U TIepeHecC Ha
KpOBaTh. fl OTJIMYHO UCHONHSIA POJIb OOMOPOYHOTO COCTOSTHUSI, OTPA0OTaHHYIO HE Pas3, MpH KeJTaHUuH
MOTJIa TPUTBOPUTHCS AaKe MEPTBOM Ha KAKOU-TO OTPE30K BPEMEHHU.

Jlexapb MosiBUIICS OBICTPO U Cpasy ke JOCTaB U3 CAKBOSIKA ITy3bIPEK C MPOTUBHBIM 3araxoM,
CYHYJI MHE 101 HOC. BIOXHYB pe3kuii 3amax, s 3aKaluisiach U OTKpbLIA I1a3a.

— CnokoiiHo, rpacuHs, BCE XOpOIIO, — YCHOKAWBAIOIIE MPOrOBOPUJI MYKUMHA C PbIKUMU
ycaMu, UTPUBO 3aKPYUEHHBIMU BepX, — ceiiuac 00padoTalo BaM pPaHbI.

— Kakue panbl? — cuIuio cripocuia, jejias HENOHUMAIOIIUI BUJI, @ TIOTOM KOCHYJIaChb PYKOH
men, — O 6oru, MeHs1 paHum?!

— Huuero yxacHoro, JIErKuil 1ope3, — YCIOKauBalolle MPOroBOpIII JIeKaph, A0CTaBasi OMHT U
CMauyuBasi €ro Kakon-TO KENTOMN KUIAKOCTHIO, — CeiYac KPOBb OCTAHOBUM, U BCE.

S1 GnaromyniHo Mo3BosMIIa ceOst 00padoTaTh, BCXJIUITBIBASL OT TIOIIUITBIBAHUS, W TIEPEBA3ATh.

— Bam kpemnko 0cTanock, pyKy Toxe MOpe3aHbl, Ja ellle W MolapanaHtbl, —TpoOyOHWUIT JIeKaph
3ayMUYMBO, CMa3bIBasi UX Ma3blo.

TyT 51 BCTpeneHysiach 1, C/iejiaB UCITyTaHHbIN BUJI, TTPOIIENTAaA:

— A te mucrep [Ie6pe? OH 3amuinan MeHst OT HalaAaBIIIero.

Kanuran oxpaHbl neperisiHyIIcs ¢ JIeKapeM, U TOT eMy KUBHYJI, TO3BOJISISI COOOIIUTD.

— OH, K cOXaJeHHI0, MEPTB, — IO-BOEHHOMY YE€TKO OTBETHJI KallUTaH, — ero copocuiu ¢ Gai-
KOHA.

— Yt0?! — omrapalieHHO Mepecpocuia s v, CIIpSITaB JIMIIO B JIaJI0HHU, pa3pblAaiach.

Ja, makars s ToXke ymerna 1o 3aKkasy, SToMy Hac oOyvaiu ¢ aerctsa. ViHorma, BI3BaB cocTpa-
JaHue y Bpara, MOIJIO CIIACTU KU3Hb.

— Ycrnokoiitech, MpoIiy Bac, eMy yXke He TOMOYb, IJIABHOE, YTO Bbl OCTAJIUCh KUBBI, — TPOTO-
BOPHJI JIEKaphb, Karasi B CTAKaH C BOJOH YCIIOKOMTEJIbHBIE KAIlIM, — BOT BHIIIEWTE, CTAHET TOJIerye.

$1 GnarogapHO MpHHSIA CTAKaH M 3QJITIOM BBIMKJIA COIEPKMMOE, OHO MHE U TpaBjia He ToMe-
II1aeT, HEPBBI Ke HE KeJIe3HBIC.

— I'pacpris BBI BUEH, KTO Harmajl Ha Bac? — CIPOCUJT MEHsI KalTUTaH OXPaHHI.

— Her, Tyt ObUT Myk4YuHa B YepHOM, KOTJIa s BOIIUIA B CMIAJILHIO, — OTBETUJIa, BHOBD OJie/iHesI
oT cTpaxa. — OH HaKUHYJICS Ha MEHsI C HOKOM B pyKe, 5 3aKpuyYaa, MelTasich OTOMThCcs. Mucrep
JeOpe, ycablaB KpUK, MpUOeskal i3 TOCTUHOW U OpOCHIICS Ha MTOMOIITb, OTTAIIMI MYKUYMHY OT MEHS
Y MeX]y HUMHU 3aBsi3aJiach gpaka. Jlanbiie He MOMHIO, BUIMMO, yrajia B 0OMOpOK.

— CTpaHHO, MBI HUKOTO HE BCTPETHJIM, KOTa OeKall K BaM, — 3a[yMYUBO MPOTOBOPHIT KaIy-
TaH.

— A MOXeT OH ellle 3/1eCb? — C HCITyTOM TMPeIoIoKuIa 51, 03UPAsICh MO CTOPOHaM. — BbI mpo-
BEPWJIM BCE KOMHATHI, & rapaepoOHyIo?

— Oxpana Bc€ 0CMOTpeJia, ero HeT, CKOPe OH MOT 3aTauThCs TIe-TO B 3aMKe, — OTBETHI MY K-
YKMHa, — HY)KHO Tipoyecats JBopell. Cy/s Mo pa3rpomy, OH 4TO-TO UCKaJl, KaK Jymaere, 4to?

— YV MeHs1 HUYero HeT, KpoMe JAparoleHHOCTe!, — pacTepsiHHO MPOroBOpHJIA 51 U TepeBena
B3MJIsA Ha TpioMo. — OX, HeyXkenu oH ux 3adpain?

— VBB, UX TYT HET, — MOATBEPIVJI KallMTaH, —IIPOIIy BaC, OCMOTPUTE MMOTOM BEIlH, MOXET
elle YTo-TO IIEHHOE TIPOTIAIO.

— Xopot10, 00513aTeIbHO MOCMOTPIO, KaK TOJIBKO NpUAY B cedsi, — moodemania s ¥ OTKUHYJIACh
Ha TMOAIYIKY, KOTOPYIO JIIDOE3HO MOAJIOKHIII MHE JIeKaph.

— Bawm ceituac Hy)XHO MocCHaTh, — CKa3aJl OH CEPbe3HO, — COH JIyulllee JIeKapCTBO.

— Ja, BBI MpaBbl, criacu6o, — modaarogapuiia My XYrHY U 3aKpbljia Ij1a3a, COOUpasich UCTIIOHUTD
MIPEANUCAHUSI JIeKapsi, HO KTO K MHE JaCT...

Jlupa, npumenmas B cedsi, BOPBajIach B CIAIBHIO KaK yparaH.

—T'ocnoxa! CraBa BCeBbILIHEMY, Bbl )KUMBBI! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, TTaJasi psJOM C KpOBaThbio Ha
KOJIeHH. — §I Tak ucIyranach, yBUIEB Bac B KPOBH, TyMaJla Bbl MEpPTBBI!
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— Bcé xoporno, Jlupa, s B iopsijike, — cnado yapIOHYIach AEBYIIKE U TOTJIauIa e o Tiedy.

— Ox, s1 6oIBIIIe HE OCTABIIO BAC HA HA MUHYTY, MypallIKH OT CTpaxa 1o Tely, Kak Mpe/ICTaBIIio,
YTO 3TOT YOWHIa HaXOAWJICA TYT, a sl Jake He 3Haya! — 3aTapatopuiia JIeByIlKa, 3ajaMbiBasi cede
KHCTU PYK OT BOJIHEHUSI.

— Hakamnaiite 1 eil yCIOKOUTEIBHOTO, — IONPOCKJIA JIeKapsl, BUJs, KaK TPsCET ropHUYHYl0. OH
TIOCJTYIITHO BBITIOJTHUM MOIO TIPOCKOY U 1A €€ MOPIIMIO JieKapcTBa. — JIupa, Uiy Toxe IMOCIH, Thl TOKa
MHE He HYXHO.

— Her, s Bac He ocTaBimo, — CKa3aja OHa, HO YK€ C MEHBIINM SHTY3Ua3MOM, Ha He€ YCIOKOU-
TeJIbHOE JIeVICTBOBAJIO OBICTpEe.

— Co MHoOI1 Bc€ OyeT XOpoIlo, s TOXe COOMPAIOCh OTAOXHYTh, — OTBETHJIA €l U MaxHy/a B
CTOPOHY JBEpH, HAMeKasi Ha BBIXO.

JleBy1ka no6osiack ClOpUTh CO MHOM ¥ MOCITYIITHO TMOCTIEINIIA YAATUTHCS B CBOI0 KAMOPKY
BO3JIe TapAepOOHO.

— $1 Toxe Moy, a BBl MMOKA OTIBIXAHTe, — CKa3all Jiekapb BcTaBas. — CKaxy, 4yToObl Bac He
OECITOKOMITH.

— Cnacu6o mwcrep...?

— CumoH BepraH, — npesicTaBuICs OH.

— 4] Gnarogapnra Bam muctep BepraH, — yIBIOHYBIIHCE, IIPOTOBOPHIIA 5.

OH MOKJIOHWICS U BBIIIIEN, 3aKpbIBasi 3a cOOOM 1Beph. HakoHeI[ CrieKTakIb OKOHYEH M MOKHO
ObLIIO B3IOXHYTh ¢ oOnerdyeHreM. MoxeT 3aBsi3aTh C yOMACTBAMU M MTOWTH CIYXHUTh B Teatp? A 4To,
BIOJIHE JJOCTOMHOE JIeJI0 U TaJlaHT He mpomnajet AapoM. HyxHo Oyaer mogymaTh HaJ STUM.
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16 r1aBa

VMBIBIIHCH ¥ TIEPEOAIEBIINMCH B HOYHYIO COPOYKY, 51 JOBOJIBHO PAcTSIHY/IAch Ha TIOCTENH, COOU-
pasich U MpaBjia OTAOXHYTh, HO B IBEPh Pa3JaJiCsl HACTOMUYMBBIN CTYK. XOTesa IPOMOIYaTh, HO MHTY-
UM N0/ICKA3aJ1a BILYCTUTb TOCTS.

— Boiiaute, — nporoBopusia, BHOBb IPUHUMAsH CTPAJAIbueCKUid BUJ U TOATATMBAS OAESJIO
TOBBIILIE K TPY/IH.

B xomHaty Bome umneparop, OH ObLT B3BOJIHOBaH. X0Tesa CeCTh, YTOOBI IPUBETCTBOBATS €10,
HO MPaBUTEb OTPULIATEEHO MOTHYJT TOJIOBOM M HAXMYPHJI OPOBH, HAMEKasl, YTO ITO JIUIITHEE.

Becrap nopomen v npuces Ha Kpaid KpoBaTH psAAOM CO MHO.

— Kak TbI ce6s uyBCcTBYyeIlIb? — CIIPOCHII OH, paccMaTpHBasi HApParMHbBl 1 epeOrHTOBAHHOE
ropJIO.

— Bnaronapio, BosHe CHOCHO, — OTBETUJIA, CMYIIAsICh IPUSATHOMY BHUMAHUIO.

— MHe o4eHb kallb, YTO HE cMOT TeOs1 yoepeub, — IPOroBOPHII UMIIEPATOP Pa310CaJOBAHO, —
BTOPOM pa3 3a JEHb YCTPOWJIM IMOKYIIEHHE Ha MOMX HeBeCT. OHM SBHO IBITAIOTCS BBIHYAUTh MEHS
NPEKpaTUTh OTOOP.

—IIpocrute, 4TO 3acTaBMIIa BaC MEPEKUBATH, — TPOOOPMOTANIA TUXO, UyBCTBYS ceOsl OCTIeAHEN
CKOTHHOM 3a pa3bIl'PaHHBII CIIEKTaKJIb.

— Ilepectanb, 3TO 5 JOJIKEH MPOCUTD MPOILEHUE Y TeOsI, UTO BTSHY/ B TAKYIO ONACHYIO UIrpy!
— oTBeTU] Bectap U, MOpPHIBUCTO B35B MOIO PYKY B CBOIO JIa[JOHb, IPUXKa K cepaly. — S oberaio,
CerofiHs 5 mpeKparry oToop, U Tl Oyzielb B O€30MaCHOCTH.

[Iexku BCOBIXHYIM PyMSHLIEM, a M0 Tesly oOeX)any NPUATHbIE MyPAILKX OT €ro PUKOCHOBE-
HUS.

«[la, ecit OBl THI 3HAJ, HACKOJIBKO BCE BOKPYT OMACHO M HETPEe/ICKa3yeMo», — TMoAyMaia s C
WCKPEHHEN IpycThIO.

MsHe yxe COBCeM He XOTeJIOCh PUUMHATL Bpe umneparopy. Kakum-to crpaHHbIM 06pa3om,
s IPOHMKJIACh K HEMY, TTO3BOJIMJIA YyBCTBAM OTKPBIThCA. Sl MOAMycTHIa OOBEKT CIUIIKOM OIU3KO,
M KaK Tereps ObITh He TpezAcTaBisiia. Her, s He gymasia mpu3HaBaThCs €My, CIUIIKOM BCE 3BIOKO U
HeNoHATHO. YyBCTBa MMIepaTopa JUisi MeHs ObUTH 3aKPBITHI, BUE/IA CUMIIATHIO C €0 CTOPOHBI, HO
1 TOJIBKO.

Cama He NOHfIA, Kak MOPBIBUCTO cella U, OOBUB €ro LIl pyKamu, Ipunaia K ryoam. MHe
BAPYI CTAJIO TaK HEOOXOAMMO BHOBb ITOYYBCTBOBATh €0 JIACKY Ha I'y0ax, BIOXHYTh apoMar Teja U
OTJaTh HEKHOCTh, CKOIMBIIYIOCSI BHYTPU MEHS.

Becrap, MOMeHTaJIbHO OTpearupoBal, CXBaTUB MEHs 3a TaJIMIO, Iepecauil K cede Ha KOJIeHH,
IIPY 9TOM He OTphbIBasich oT ryd. Ero nouesnyii BApyr cTajl HACTOMYMBBIM, JKaJHbIM, TPEOYIOLIMM BITY-
CTUTh ITyOXke, pacKpbIThcsl. CHavamna s MCIyraiach M XOTesla BBIPBAThCS, MEHsI OIICJIOMIJI HAIOP
ero CTpacTH, HO My)XYMHa HEe COOMpAJICs OCTAaHABJIMBATHCS U BBITYCKaTh MeHs U3 pyK. OH IpocTo
HEMHOTO Oc/aOKI HATHCK, JIacKast MOM T'yObl si3bIkoM. [locTeneHHo s ycTynuiia, moaaaiach Ha ero
HEKHbIE YTOBOPBI.

I'onoBa 3akpykuiace, a Koxka MOKPhLIACh MEJIKUMU MypalllKaMy yIOBOJILCTBUS. 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a,
OTJaJ1ach Ha BOJIIO €r0 TEMIIepaMEHTa M CTPACTH, HACIAX1asICh BOJHYIOILIMMHU OLIYILEHUIMH, OT KOTO-
pbIx 3amupaiio cepaue. OnHy pyky Becrap 3ammycTii1 B MOM I'yCThIE BOJIOCHI, JIMILIAS MEHS BO3ZMOXKHO-
CTHU YBepHYTbCs. BTOpas ero JlaloHb CKOJIb31JIa 110 MOEMY ILIevy, 00kUrast IPUKOCHOBEHHEM, [IOTOM
NIEPEMECTHIIACH Ha I'Py/b U cierka cxaa e€. OXHyB OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, NTOTIBITAJIACh IOMMaTh Hapy-
IMTEJISI TPAHUII, HO IMIIEPATOp yKe YCTPEMUIICS BHUA3 K MOeMy Oefipy, TPUKPHITOMY TOJBKO TKAHBIO
HOYHOW COPOYKOM.
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«Cron! AnenuHa, 4To Thl Aesaenib! Thl COBEpPIIEHHO MOTEPsiia KOHTPOJIb, ITPEKpaTh HeMe/-
JIEHHO!» — IIPOHECJIOCh B TOJI0BE, MYJIbCUPYIOIIEN KpacHOW JMHUEH. 1 HakpbLia ero pyky JIaJoHbIO,
OCTaHaBJIMBasl M pa3pbiBasi HAIII TOIETYH.

— OcTaHOBUTECH, MPOIIY. .. — MPOIIETNTa]a B3BOTHOBAHHO.

— INouemy, TeGe He HpaBuUTCS? — mMporoBopui Bectap, BHOBb Mpumnagas K Moel Iee ryoaMu
U IIEKOYA €€ A3BIKOM.

— DTO HENPaBWJIBHO, MBI €I1Ie He KEHaThl, — OTBETHJIA, MBITAsICh YBEPHYTHCS OT €r0 TOPSUNX
IIPUKOCHOBEHUH.

— D710 Bcero miib (hOpMaTIbHOCTh, — MPOIIENTAN OH, — CKOPO MbI €€ UCTIPaBUM.

— Bor 1 nopoxaem 3Toro, — MocTaBuiIa sl TOYKY U 3aCTaBUjIa UMIIEPATOPA BHITYCTUTh MEHS 13
00bsTHi. — [IpocTuTe, HO ceiiyac He BpeMs U He MeCTO.

Becrap HEpBHO CITIOTHYI M IEPHYIT 32 BOPOTHUYOK PYOAIIKH, MHITAsICh OCIA0UTh TOPIOBUHY.

— Ha, Karpun, Th 11paBa, s COBceM MOTeps1 KOHTpoJb. He Oymy Gombliie 3agepkuBarh TeOs,
OTIbIXall, HA/IEIOCh YBUETh TeOsl HA Y)KMHE, — OTBETWJI OH, BCTaBasi M BBIITyCKasi MO0 pyKy. MHe
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, OH Pa303/IMJjIcs, HO Ha Oojbliee 51 OblJIa HE TOTOBA.

— O06s3aTenbHO Oy/y, — MPOroBOpHIIA MOPHIBUCTO, TJIsIs HA HETO CHU3Y-BBepX. — $1 He Oporry
BaC B TPYIHYIO MUHYTY.

Wmnepatop HUYEro He OTBETHII, JIMIIb YIBIOHYJICSI MHE U BBIIIIEN U3 KOMHATBI.

Boru, uro s Hecy! 4 He Oporiy Bac B TpyAHYIO MUHYTY?! A KTO CO37]aeT eMy 3TH camble TPY/I-
HoCTHU?

Most y1ia 3acTOHaJa, ero HyKHO 3aIlIUTUTh OT BPAroB, a XOJOIHbBINA PACCYIOK TBEPIO HAIIOM-
HWI, 4TO HY)KHO 3aKOHYMT 33/IaHVe U CracTh Onu3KuX. BriepBble s He MOIia COBJIaIaTh CO CBOMMM
MBICJISIMH 1 1yBCTBaMU. BriepBbie st roToBa ObllIa IPOBAJIMTH 3aJaHUE U CTIACTH OOBEKT, IMyCTh JIaKe
LIEHOW COOCTBEHHOM XM3HU. BOT TOJIBKO TOT/Ia MHE TIPUIETCS MOXKEPTBOBATh U CECTPOM ¢ OpaToMm,
HO Ha 3TO s Obuta He roToBa. OHM HE BMHOBATHI, YTO 5 CTAJIa HAEMHHUIICH Y HE JOJDKHBI TUIATUTD 32
MOM TPEXH.

Kak ke Tak BBIILIO, YTO 3a/]laHUE CTAJIO HABAXKAEHHEM, a STOT MYXYMHA MPOOYIMIT BO MHE
uHTepec? HyXHO 4TO-TO AenaTh U CPOUHO.

41 BcE ke 3actaBuiia ceOs MocnaTh, XOTs OECIIOKOMHBIE MBIC/IU HE JKeJIaji OCTaBJISATh MEHS, a
BOCIIOMHHAHHMSI O Toleye OyJopaxuiu KpoBb. OKa3bIBaeTCsl, MOLETYH MOXET ObITh TAKUM. .. CEK-
CyaJIbHbIM, HEUCTOBBIM M MHOTOOOEIIAIOIIVM.

Mens pa3oynuina Jlvpa, mopa ObUIO TOTOBUTHCS K TOPXKECTBEHHOMY yXUHY. [leByIIKa MosiBU-
J1ach B CIIAJIbHE ¥ OCTOPOKHO TM03Bajia MEHS.

— I'paduns, mopa BcraBath, s1 BaM BaHHY PUTOTOBHUIIA.

[NoTsiHYBIIKCH, JTEHUBO OTKpBLJIA 7132 M YCTABUJIACh B MOTOJIOK. YCTAIOCTh B TeJle HUKYAa He
JeNnach, HO HAINpPsiKEHNE HEMHOTO CIIaJIo.

— XopoI1o, BaHHa MHE Y TIpaBJia He MOMEIAeT, — IIPOrOBOPHIIA €I1Ie COHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

[TpuHsATHE BOAHBIX MPOIIEAYP OMOIJIO IPUATH B ceOs1 U OTOTHATH TPEBOTY, 3aCEBIIYIO 3aHO30M
B rpyau. JInpa BeiOpasa KpacuBoe IiaThe ¢ AJTMHHBIM PYKaBOM M BOPOTHUKOM CcTOKOM. CKazasia, 4To
CErOHsI TOPJKECTBEHHBIN JIEHb M JIyYIlle BCEro 00JaYnuThCsl B OJIaropoHbIi 30JI0TOM. f B puHIIUIE
ObLy1a He TPOTUB, BOT TOJILKO 3aTSHYTHIN KOPCET HEIATHO MeIIa JbIIIATh U MHE MOCTOSTHHO XOTeJIOCh
OT Hero u30aBUTHCS.

Kt0 BOOOIIE TipUiyMast 3Ty MBITKY AJIs1 KeHIMH? 3aTsIruBath B KOPCET M 3aCTABIIATh XOAUTh
Tak Bech jieHb? Eciu 6 3Hana, youna Obi!

[Tpuyecky ropHMYHasI HE CTaja Jenarh, YTOOb CKPBITh NOPE3 Ha Ilee, OCTaBUIa CBOOOIHBIMU
JJTMHHBIE JIOKOHBI 1 JIMIIIb HA BUCKAX MPUXBATHIIA 3aKOJKAMH.

1 yxe codnpasiach BBIXOIUTb, KOTJa B BEPb MOCTYYaIM U Ha ropore nosisuiicst Opmas jie Bya.
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— KarpuH, s TOnbKO y3HaIT 00 y’KaCHOM MPOKCIIECTBIU! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH BXOAS. — DTO Mpo-
CTO yXacHO, Thl B Mopsiike? YMa He MPUIIOKY, KaK TaKOH OMBITHBINA CIIeNONbIT, Kak Jlebpe, He cmor
CIIPaBUTHCS C yOUNTIEH.

B3noxnyB, noHsina, oter] KaTpiH MeHsI He BHITYCTHT U3 TIOKOEB, ITOKA HE BBISICHUT BCE 00CTO-
SITEJTLCTBA.

— Bel paBsl, narneHpKa, gaxe s He 0)Kuiajia HaraAeHusi, — OTBETUIIA, OTXO/S K TPIOMO U Jieiast
BU/I, YTO TIOTPABJISIIO IPUYECKY.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh NOIO3pEeHre, YTO Ha HAlly CEMbIO OXOTSTCS, — 3arOBOPLIMLIKA ITPOTOBOPHIT
MYyK4MHa, ioaxoas omke. — CHavana ieKaphb, Ternepb CIeJONbIT U ThI.

HernpusiTHO KOJBHYJIO €ro 3aMedaHue, TO eCTh, CBOIO I0Yb OH TIOCTaBUJI HA MOC/IeTHee MeCTO?
Heyxenu emy Hactonbko miieBath Ha Katpun?

— 41 HecornacHa ¢ BamH, MareHbKa, CETOJHSIIIHEe HaMaIeHue CIIy4aiiHOCTh, POCTO BOP MPO-
OpaJjicsi B MOM TOKOH, — OTBETUJIA Pa3ApakeHHO.

— Her, nHer, TyT sIBHO 3aroBop, — mpoOOPMOTAJT OH 33 JyMYMBO, a TOTOM BCTPETEHYJICS U yCTa-
BUJICS Ha MeHsl. — Tebst o6okpanu? [IparotieHHOCTH ?

— Ja, BcE 3a0panu, Iake cepexeKk He OCTABWIIM, — KAlpU3HO 3aMEeTHsIa, COCTPOMB I'PUMACy
OOUIBI.

— 310 *e 1esoe cocTosiHue | — 3aBepelal rpad, B IAaHUKE XBATasACh 3a roJIoBY. — Mbl pazopeHsb!!
Tenepb Tl MPOCTO 00sI3aHa CTaTh keHoW uMmneparopa! Haneiock, Thl HOHUMAEI b, YeM 3TO TPO3UT
TBOEMY CBIHY?

S ocronbenena, He Beps cBouM ymam. YTto oH ckazai, "ceiHy"? YV KarpuH ecth peOeHOK, HO
pas3Be oHa ObuIa paHblle 3aMyxkeM? M 310 BHEOpauHbIi. . .

He 3Haua, kak pearpoBaTh Ha 3as1BJIEHHE OTLIA, 1 BE[lb JaXke UMeHU peOeHKa He 3Haia. EquH-
CTBEHHO MPaBUJIbHOE pelieHre ObUIO MPOCTO MPOUTHOPUPOBATH U CIIeNIaTh BUIL, UTO BCE MO KOHTPO-
neM. 3Ha4uT, ceMbst KaTprn oOHHMITIANA, ¥ BCs HAJIEK 1A Terephb Bo3iaraiach Ha 104b. Ho, kak Karpun
CMOTJIa IOTIacTh Ha 0TOOP, Bellb OHA He AeBCTBeHHUIIa? Hey:xenm npuMeHnM 3arpeéHHyo Maruio?
Ox, Jac oT yacy He jerye, Kpyrom oOMaH, CIUIOIIHbIE TailiHBl. BOT 4eM omacHoO J101ro HaXOAUThCS B
TeJIe APYroro, HAYMHAIOT BCILIBIBATh CEKPETHI, O KOTOPBIX Thl HUUETO HE 3HACIIIb.

— 4 cnenana BC€, 4TO OT MEHsI 3aBUCEJIO, TENEePh BHIOOP 32 UMIIEPATOPOM, — OpocKIia emMy yepe3
TUIEY0, CTapasich He BbIATh OyIIyIolye BHYTpY SMormu. — CeroHs Bbl y3HaeTe, Kakoe Oyayliee Bac
KJIET.

— Hac, — nonpasun e Bya MeHs1, — 1 B nepByI0 ouyepe/ib NOCTPaJAAaeT TBOM BBIPOIOK, 51 JIMIILY
€ro BCSIYECKOro MocooOusl.

Sl pe3ko pa3BepHyIach U MPUCTATIBHO MIOCMOTPENIA HA MYKUUHY.

— He cmeit MHe yrpoxars, — ImpolenTaia TBepIo U 3710, 4YyBCTBYs, KaK 3aKUIIAET B IyIlIe HeHa-
BHUCTb K 9TOMY MYyXKUWHE. — 3alTOMHH, BO3ZMOXHO Thl pa3roBapvBaeliib ¢ Oyayinei ummeparputieit. Ot
MEHsI 3aBHCHT Oy/1yliiee KaxJ0ro B CeMbe, U 5 BIIpaBe peliTh TOMOYb BaM uin HeT. [1lanTaxupoBarsb
CBIHOM HE CMEH, a TO MOKaJIEEIIb.

Bonbliie pasroBapuBarh ¢ HUM HE CTajia, MOCHENIIA K JBEpsM, Kejas ObiCTpee MOKUHYTh
TMIOKOU M 3aKOHYMTH pasroop. Oter; Karpun Obu1 omapaiiieH MouM pe3kuM 3asiBieHreM. OH He 0Ku-
JaJl OT CBOEW Kalpu3HOUM, HO CMUPHOM JIOUEpH TaKOTroO OTIIOPA.

—KarpuH, ThI cTasa CIMIIKOM €P3KOH, UMIIEpPaTopy ITO HEe IIOHPABUTCS, — TPOOOPMOTAI BCIIET
ne Bya, HO 51 IMIIIb OTMaxXHYJIACh OT €ro CJIOB.

Ero nouepn 1aBHO Ha/10 OBLTIO MPOSIBUTD XapaKTep U MOCTABUTh HA MECTO TAKOTO HUKYEMHOT'O
oria. Heyxkenu eii ObII0 MPUATHO YYBCTBOBATh ce0s1 TOBAPOM U MO3BOJIATH MOMBIKATh co0or? Yk
ecIM yMyJpWiIach pOIUTh BHE Opaka, 3HAYMT, CMEJIOCTH He 3aHMMaTh WM OHA OOsIach IaHTaxa?
Ckopeii Bcero J1a, BeJib O ChbIHE 3a00THJIaCh HE OHA.

Permmmna, uro 3aBTpa 06s13aTebHO cBskych ¢ Lllyctppim 1 momnporty 06 yeiayru. [Tycts Bcé pas-
y3HaeT 0 KaTpuH u e€ ceMbe, a ellie Hy’)kHO YCTAaHOBUTD CJIEKKY 3a MUHUCTpOM Mapkycom ae Jlekpya.
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17 ri1aBa

NmrniepatopoM ObUIO IPUHATO pellIeHHe OTMEHHUTh Oal B 4eCTh OKOHYAaHHS OTOOpa, MPOCTO
YKUH ¥ oryaieHne Beioopa. Takske Bce MojiiaHHbIe I0JDKHBI ObLIM O0JIAYUTHCS B YEPHOE, COOIoIas
Tpayp no Muper, TOJIBKO HeBeCTaM OBUIO TIO3BOJICHO OJIETh HAPSITHBIE TIIATHSI.

Bxoauna B 3aJ1 ¢ TperneToM, Beb CKOPO UMIIEPATOp O3BYUHUT CBOW BHIOOP, OT KOTOPOTo OyIyT
3aBHCETh MOM JIAJIbHEHIIINE IeCTBHS. Eciii 4ecTHO, MHE XOTenoch cOekaTh MOoaJIbIIIe, CKPHITBCS OT
BCEX ITHUX IIAHTAKMCTOB U MPOBOKATOpoB. HUKOrma paHbine He qymana, YTo JBOPLOBbIE HHTPUTH
HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHBL. CKJIaJbIBAJIOCh BIIEYATIIEHUE, UTO 5 [10I1aJIa B 3MENHOE JIOTOBO, I/I€ KaKIblil FOTOB
TeOs1 yXKaJUTh.

['oBopuia ke cebe, mopa 3aKkaHYMBaTh CO IITAOOM U HAUMHATH BECTH CIIOKOWHBIN 00pa3 KU3HU.
Kynurp HenpuMeTHBIN IOMUK, 3a0paTh OpaTta M CecTpy W3 IMpPUIOTA, M KUTh MUPHO, JKEIaTeJIbHO
NojlaJIblile OT JoJe. 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb 5 YCIleJa pa30yapoBaThes B MoAsaX. KopbICTHbIE, 3aBUCTIIMBBIE,
KaKTyIIMe BJIACTH U YIOBOJIbCTBUI. OHM rOTOBBI ObUTM HAHATD YOUHILY JIMIIb PAaX TOTO, YTOOBI pas-
PYLIUTH cYacThe Apyrux. MickpeHHsis oO0Bb pa3/pakaiia el Tak ke CHIbHO, Kak 1 OOraTcTBO.

OT HeBeceJbIX Mbl
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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