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IIpoJior

Imy KHUY A NOCEAUATO CBOEL MAME...

Yeprosuk.

[Ipouor.

— IIpuser, [ens, — Ha nopore crosn Crac.

— O#, a 51 Kak pa3 o TeOe Jymasa! — BOCKJIMKHYJ/IA paJOCTHO, OOHMMasi ApHS U LIeNTys B IIIEKY.
OH noBén ceds1 CTpaHHO, OTCTPAHMBLIMCh U CYETVIMBO IMOMpaBJsAsA pyOallKy, CJIOBHO 5 ycrena eé
V3MSTb.

— Ham HyXHO OroBOpHTh, — CKa3ajl OH He 0CO00 YBEPEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Cepatie KONbHYJIO HETPUATHOE NTPEAYYBCTBUE, HO 1 OTMAaXHYJIaCh OT HETO, HE XKeJlast IPUTATU-
BaTh HETAaTUBHBIE MBICIIH.

— A 3Haemb, 3aBTpa y MEHS AE€Hb POXIEHUSA, — IIPOrOBOPUJIA HAPOUYUTO BECENO, BCAYECKU
JEMOHCTPUPYS XOpOLIEe HACTPOEHUE U ONITUMU3M. — [laBail TpoBeIEM ero BMecTe, Kak Thl M XOTeN?
41 mpuroroBiio OyTepOopopl, OYTHUIOUYKY UTPUCTOTO, (PPYKTHL. A eIlié BO3BMEM MSICO Ha MIAIUIBIKY U
ornpaBuMcs K o3epy. Hy kak Tebe Takas unes?

— IIpuKosbHO, — OTBETHII MOY ITAPEHB IOYEMY-TO COBCEM HEPAIOCTHO.

Ero crpanHbi TOH HacTopaxusai. KoHeuHo, s 0:xuzana oT HEro CoBceM Apyrou peakuuu. OH
Be/lb CaM IOCTOSIHHO MTPOCHJI TIPOBOJIUTH MOOOJIbIIIE BPEMEHU BMeECTe.

— Yo ciayuninock, Crac? — OCTOPOKHO CHPOCUIIA, MBITASACh 3aIVIAHYTh B KApHeE I1a3a, KOTOpbIe
OH cTapaTesbHO OTBOAWII. — CKaXU MPSAMO, Thl HE XOYEIlb OTMEYATh MOM JIEHb POXKICHUA?

— IIpocTtu..., HO HAM HYKHO PacCTaTbCs... — HAKOHEI BbIAABWII U3 cedsl MapeHb U CKOPYMJI
TaKyI0 KACIIYI0 MOPIy, YTO MHE 3aX0OTEJIOCh OIPETh €T0 YEM-TO TSKEIBIM, HO BMECTO 3TOT0, 5 COXpa-
HIJIa TIOJTHOE CIIOKOMCTBHUE U JaXke YIBIOHYJIach B OTBET.

— Paccrarbea?! — nepecnpocuiia MPOHUYHO, MPUNIOAHAB OpoBb. — [laii-Ka yragaio, MaJbuuky
IIPUCHWJICS CTPALLHBINA COH, KOTOPBIM MCIyTaj JO YEPTUKOB?

— Otkypa 1o 3Haenb?! — TyT e Bpinal Crac, IOYEMY-TO 3aTPaBIEHHO O3UPasACh MO CTOPO-
HaM.

«[ToToMy 4YTO THI HE IEPBBIN. . .», — IOAYMaJa Mpo ceds, yXMBbUIbHYBIIIMCH,  BCIYX CKa3aia:

— IIpocro npeanonoxuna.

[MapeHp marHys1 KO MHE ¥ PUOTM3UII JIMLIO TaK, YTO MBI TPAKTUYECKH CTOJIKHYIJIUCH JIOAMHU.

— Tel He npeacraBisenip, Kak 310 crpamHo! — Obictpo npoientan Crac, oOgaBas MeHs
ropsiYuM JipixaHueM. — [lo cux mop BUXKY mepej coOO0il 3TU OTHEHHbIE IJ1a3a, MPOXKUTAIOIIUE MEHS
HACKBO3b, U CTPAIIHbIN PBIK, pa3JaBIIMKCA B rojose: «OHa Mosl U TOJIbKO Mosi!». KyTKoe 4yBCTBO,
YTO 32 MHOM CJIEOUT HEBUIMMBIN 3BEPb, IPUCYTCTBYET A0 cUX Nop. IIpocTy, massliika, HO s HE TOTOB
WUTHOPUPOBATD. ..

— VYxomu, Crac. Dto 51 Tebs1 Opocaio, — mpepBaJia ero NaHW4YecKre U3JIMBaHUsI, YyBCTBYSI JIUIIIb
pazapakeHue ¥ oOuIy. — T pycIMBBI MyXKHUK, XyKe MpeaTesbCcTBA. YK JIydlle s IOCTaHyCh 3BEpIo,
YeM TaKOMY, KaK Thbl!

3axJIoIHy’1a ABEpb Mepe]] ero HOCOM, He Jkesasi OOJIbIIe TPOIOKaTh OECCMBICTIEHHBIN pasro-
BOP M ITOKa3bIBaTh HABEPHYBIIMECS Ha I71a3a CJIE€3bl. MHe ObLIO SICHO OJHO, BCE CHOBA MOBTOPSIIOCh. . .
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1 ri1aBa

CeronHs ObLT A€Hb MOETO POXKAEHHUS. . .

PoBHO aBajuaTh €T Ha3aj s MOSIBUJIACH HA CBET, HO 9TO HE TOYHO, IO CJIOBaM MOEH BOCIIUTA-
TEJIBHUIIBL. MeHs OCTaBIIM Ha MOpore JAETCKOro JIoMa 1 HaBcersa 3a0bUT O MOEM CYIIECTBOBAHUH.
Bcé, uto ocranock B HACJIEACTBO — 3TO KJIOYOK OyMart, Ha KOTOPOM OBUIO HAITMCAHO CTPAHHOE UMS
«Aruzens Bepana». Tak MeHs 1 3aycaiy B KHUTE pErMCTpaLiy.

He crana n3MeHATh NpHUBBIYKaM, HaJEB JIIOOUMBII CIIOPTUBHBINA TOI, JIETMHCHl U KPOCCOBKHU.
PoBHO B cemMb yTpa, yxe Oexasa MO JIECHOW JOPOKKE, HareBas IMoj HOC HaBS3UMBYIO MEJIOAMIO,
yCIbIILIaHHYIO rae-To. KairaHoBbie BOJIOCH], 3a0paHHbIE B KOHCKHMIA XBOCT, pACKaYMBAJIUCh B TAKT, HE
Menranu Oery. [1a3a oT MOIIKapsl 3aMINAIN OYKHU OT COJTHIA 00TEKaeMOM (DOPMBI.

Iorozna crosia mpekpacHasi, cepeivHa MIOHs, eII€ He )KapKo, HO BOKPYT BCE JABHO 3€JIEHOE.
[TTryby Tpenu pa3uBaloTCs 10 BCEMY JIECy, MEJIKOe 3BEpbE CHYET B TpaBe, uila cede nuiy. Bosayx
CBEX U JI0 OlypMaHUBAHUs IIPO3PAUeEH.

4l mobuia 9T MOMEHTHI HaeqMHE C MPUPOIOH, KOra Bce MPOOIeMbl CTAHOBUIIMCH HECyIlle-
CTBEHHbIMHU. MBIC/IM TUIABHO TEKJIM B TOJIOBE, CJIOBHO BECEHHME PyUYeWKM, a HACTPOEHUE CTPEMMU-
TEJIbHO MOJ3JI0 BBEPX.

«3X, OblTa OB MOSI BOJISL, JKMJIA OBI B JIeCy!» — KakJplid pa3 Jymala rmpo ceOsi, XOTs IPeKPacHO
MOHMMAJIa, YTO STOMY HE CYKIEHO COBITHCA.

Sl Belb UICTUHHBIA TOPOJCKOW JKUTENIb U COBEPIIEHHO HE MPUCIOCOOIeHa IS KU3HU Jaxke B
JE€pEBHE, UTO YK TOBOPUTS PO Jiec. MOM HABBIKM BbIKMBAHUS PaBHBI HYJIIO M O'PaHUYEHbl PAMKaMU
TOPOJZICKOM JKU3HU.

Jlecnas Tpona, BUISS MEXAY JAEpeBbEB, yXoauT Be€ aanbiie K OneHsum o3épam. bery Hero-
POILTMBO, OOTyMbIBast IJTaH paOOTHI HA CETOAHSIIIHIIA JeHb. BHe3amHo 3a CIMHOM pa3aasicst CHIIbHBINA
XJIONOK, a yJapHas BOJHAa, COMB MEHs C HOT, IIpOoTalliia Mo MblJIbHON Jopoxkke. BoBpems ycnena
BBICTABUTh PYKH, YTOOBI HE TIOCTPAaJIO JIMIO. BCKOYMB Ha HOTH, pe3Ko 0OepHYIach, UIlla IPUINHY
CTOJIb MOIIIHOH BOJIHBI.

Bo3nyx nepeno MHOI Mepuall U pajaykKHO NepenBajIcs, CJIOBHO MbUIBHBIN ITy3bIpb Ha COJTHLIE.
3a rycTbIMU KyCTaMU OpEIIHUKA pa3Jajics IIeNecT, a IOTOM U TPECK JIOMAIOIMXCsl BETOK. f 3atansa
AbIXaHKE, YyBCTBYs, KaK HapacTaeT MaHUYEeCKUi cTpax B Ipyau. Hackonbko MHe ObUIO U3BECTHO, U3
KPYIHBIX 3Bepel 37eCh BOAUINUCH TOJIBKO JIOCH, HO OHU PEAKO BBIXOAWJIM U3 JIeca K JIOISM.

KycTbl pa3aBuHy/MCh, ¥ Ha MEHs yCTaBUJIaCh OrpoMHasi Mopaa measens. Lllepcts 3Bepst Obuta
CTPAHHOTO 3€JIEHOBATO-0ypOro 1BETAa, CIOBHO OH TOJIBKO YTO BbUIE3 U3 00JI0Ta, M TOpUaJla KJIOUbsIMHU.
Mengseab cMOTpeN Ha MEHsI HE MOprasi, CJIOBHO 3aCThIBLIIMI MUCTYKaH, U 51 YETKO BUJENA A3bIKU 3eJIE-
HOTO IJIAMEHH, TUISCABLIETO B €ro 3paykax.

¢l HepBHO CITIOTHYIA, TIEPEBO/IS IbIXaHKE U CTapasich OTOPOCUTH MaHKKY. [ 1TaBHOE — He TIOBO-
pauMBaThCS K HEMY CIMHOM, NMPOIOIKATh CMOTPETh B IV1a3a U HE MOKa3blBaTh CTpaxa. DTUMH MbIC-
JISIMU 1 TIBITANach ceOsl YCIIOKOUTb, TTIOKA OTCTYIasIa Ha3al.

3Bepb, HAKOHELI, OTMEP, NIYOOKO BTSHYB HOCOM BO3[yX, OH Mapy pa3 HEJOBOJIBHO (DBIPKHY,
MOTHYJI TOJIOBOH, CJIOBHO cOpachiBast HaBakAeHue. VI31aB rpOMOIIIACHBIH PBIK, IIPOJEMOHCTPHPOBAIT
OIPOMHBIE KJIBIKY B [TACTH TaK, YTO MOE Cep/Ilie Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTAaHOBUJIOCH, a [IOTOM MTPUITYCTUIIOCH
BCKaub, KaK 3all, YJIENETHIBAOIIUI OT JIUCHI.

Horm cpearmpoBanu OpicTpee Mosra. § moHecnaach cioMs royioBy, He pa3oupasi JOpOTY U He
OIS IBIBASICh, OOSICH YBUAETD 3BEPsI CIIUIIIKOM OJIM3KO, BCEM HYTPOM UYBCTBYS €r0O MPUOIMIKEHHE 32
cruHoi. brictpee, emmg OvicTpee. .. Jlaxke MOBaJEHHbIE JEPEBbsl HE CTAIU AJI1 MEHs IPENSATCTBUEM,
IJIaBHOE — OTOPBAThCs OT 3Beps!

Cama He MOHsJIa Kak, HO s IIPSIMO ¢ pa3dera BiieTesia B KaKylo-TO HEBUAUMYIO Iperpaay, KoTo-
past CJIOBHO NPYKMHA, OTOpPOCHIIa MEHsI Ha3a/l. YiKac OXBaTHJI BCE Teso, OYKBAJIBHO 3aTHUIKOM OIIly-
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THJIA JKapKoe AbixaHue 3Bepsi. [lorpedoBasiack CEKyHAa ISl pa3BOPOTa, eIlE CEKyHAa, YTOObI BCKO-
YUTb HA HOTY U MOANPHITHYTh CO BCEH JIypU BBEPX, YXO/Isl OT OTPOMHOM TYIITN MEIABE/IsI, HECYIIETOCs
MPSIMO HAa MEHSI.

Bpems 3amenniocs, a s 3aBUCTIa B BO3AYXE. . .

HcryranHo ¥ omapariieHHO TOCMOTpeJia BHU3, Iie OECHOBAJICS MeBE/b, MBITAsICh JOTSIHYThCS
10 MEHs JlalamH.

«ITO 5 UYTO Ke, «BUCIO»?! — MPOMEJIbKHYJIA CTpaHHAsI MBICTIb. — A pa3Be Tak ObiBaeT? OTKyna
y MeHsI BAPYT Takasi Croco0. ..».

XJIOMOK. . .

Honymath 51 He ycriena, OTOMY YTO MEHsI BAPYT Hayaslo 3aTSIrMBaTh B HEBUJUMYIO BSI3KYIO,
MIOXOKYIO Ha KHCelb, CyOCTaHIIMI0. BCE BOKPYT CTaJIO TATYYMM U pacIuIbIBYAThIM, CJIOBHO 51 CMOTPIO
CKBO3b CTEKJISIHHYIO IeJIeHy. LIBeTa Kanei1ockornoM CMEHSIIOT APYT Ipyra, jenast BCE BOKPYT pagyxk-
HBIM Y HEECTECTBEHHO SIPKUM.

«YTO MpONCXOAUT, 51 B OOMOPOKE MM yXkKe Ha TOM CBeTe?!» — TAaHUYECKH IPOHECIIOCh B TOJIOBE.

He 3Hato, ckosbko BpeMeHHU 3TO JUIMJI0Ch, MHE MOKa3aJI0Cch BeUHOCTh. HakoHel-To, mpocTpaH-
CTBO COM3BOJIIJIO BBHITUTIOHYTh MEHsI OOPaTHO B JIeC, U s1 ME/IJIEHHO OIYCTHJIACh HA MATKUI phlKeBa-
TBIN MOX. [IpIXaHue cOMIOCh, BO3/IyX, CJIOBHO Pe3KO 3aKOoHUMJICS. [Oprio cxkai cnas3m, a JIErkue HaJu-
ych orHEM. EIi€ HeMHOro u 51 3aI0XHYCb!

[Nanuka HaKpbUIa C TOJIOBOM OT OCO3HAHUS OJIM30CTH CMEPTH. S MpUHSIIach KaTaThCs 1O 3eMIIE,
OecCroMOIITHO pa3MaxuBasi pyKamu ¥ uina cnacenus. Octpast BeTka O0JIbHO BIMJIACh B OOK, M KpaeM
CO3HAHUS1 YJIOBUJIA TUXOE «UTIOK», TYT K€ IOTOK BO3/yXa XJILIHYJI B MOH O€JHbIE I3MYYEHHBIE JIETKHUE.
KagHo mpuHSIach XBaTaTh PTOM BO3YX, MBITAsICh OTIBIIIATHCS U MEPEKUTh CTPAITHBII MOMEHT.
Emgé Hukoria B ’Ku3HU s He ObUIA HACTOJBKO OTM3KO K cMepTH. MeHs cracyo 4yio, He nHave!

OTApIIaBIIMCh U TTPU/ISi HEMHOTO B ce0s1, OCTOPOXHO CeJla M OCMOTPEJIach, UINA IJ1a3aMH Orac-
HOCTb, HO MeZIBe/isl Hurje He Obuto. [lepBoe, 4To OTMETHIT B3MIsiA, JIeC BOKPYT U3MEHWICS, OH CTal
KaKUM-TO AUKHUM. ..

Tpona rcyesna, NPUBBIYHBIN Nei3ax 13 6epé3 u 1yooB Toxke. Tenepb MeHs OKpyKaJld BEKOBBIE
XBOWHBIE JIepeBbsi HEOOBSATHBIX Pa3MEpPOB C OYCHb I'YCTON KPOHOM, MPOITyCKaloIIeld Majio CBeTa, U3-
3a 4ero B Jiecy ObUIO JOBOJIBHO ChIpo. KOpHM ObUIM HACTOJIBKO JUIMHHBIE M MOIIHBIE, YTO YKe He
MOMEIIAIMCh B 3¢MJIE U B3JbIMAJIUCH TPUYYVIMBBIMU (DOPMaMU HaJ] [IOBEPXHOCTbIO, 3apOCIINE MXOM,
JIMAHAMH U TPUOAMH.

[NoBciony pociu KycTapHUKH, HATOMHUHAIOIIHE MAMOPOTHUK U HeOOJIbIIMe naiabMbl. BopcucTteie
CTBOJIbI TTOKPBIBAIM JOCTATOYHO JIJTMHHBIE KOMIOUKH, a JIMCTBA YAUBIISIA IPKUMHU OTTEHKAMM KE-
TOr0, KpacHOTO M opaHxkeBoro. [log Horamu cTennics MITKU PbIKEBATO-IHTAPHBIA MOX, HO CTOMJIO
MOUIEBEJIMTHCS, KaK OH HAuMHAJl MepLaTh 3eJIeHOBAaThIM (POCPOPHBIM CBEUEHUEM, CIIOBHO pearupys
Ha MIPUKOCHOBEHHUSI.

OtorHaB ot ce0s1 BOZHUKIIIee U3yMJICHHE, BHOBb ITPUCITYIIIAJIACK, TIBITASICh YJIOBUTH 3BYKH OIac-
Hoctu. Ho Gosbiie He ObUIO CIBIIIHO TSKETON MOCTYIH 3BEps, 1a U XpycTa BETOK TOXe, HO CTpax
MO-IIPEeKHEMY CHUJIEJ 3aHO301 B cepaie. Pemmnna He 3aiepkuBarbes Ha Mecte. [Ioka cBeT1o, HyKHO
MOCTAPAThCS BBHIATH K JIOASAM WM XOTs1 Obl Ha 1opory. HoueBath B Jiecy MHE COBCEM HE XOTENIOCh.

PemmTenbHO MOOHSBIIMCH HA HOTH, JIBUHYJIACh BIEPEN M YMYAPWIACh TYT K€ MPOBAUTCS
OJIHO HOT'OM1 B BOLLY.

— bBonoro?! — axHyna s1 yIuBI€HHO, HE Cpa3y MOHSIB BCIO OMACHOCTb.

Kak Tobk0 MO3r 0CO3HaJ, MAaHWKA BHOBb 3aXJIECTHY/Ia C HOBOU cUJION. S mpuHsIach BBIAEP-
I'MBaTh HOT'Y U OJIHOBPEMEHHO TBITAThCsl YXBATUTHCS 32 JIIOOBbIE BETKU MOOIM30CTH, HO OHHM OKa3a-
JIMCh KOMIOYMMU. Pazaupasi naionu B KpoBb, MPOAOIKAIA OOPOTHCS C BA3KMM MECHBOM O] HOTaMH,
KOTOpOE Y€ aJHO MOMJIOIAJIO U BTOPYIO HOTY. B 1ymie nmpocHy/ace SipocThb, OYMILasi CO3HAaHUE OT
cTpaxa.
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— Hy yx Her, 51 Tak IpOCTO He ciaMcs1! — mpopelvyasa cama cede v, HAaKOHEI, CMOIJIA 3aleTTUThCS
3a TOpYaIIi U3-TI0] 3eMJIH KOpPeHb JepeBa. Hampsirast Bce MBIIIIIBI Tella, MOATSHY/Iach, IOTOM eIié
U e, YyBCTBYs, KAk HEOXOTHO, HO BCE JKe OTCTYyIaeT OOJIOTO.

BrITsIHYB cebs1, 0THoN3Ma 00paTHO Ha MOX M, PAaCIUIACTABIIMCh Ha HEM, pa3peBenach B roJoc,
YYBCTBYsI, YTO HEPBHI Ha MpeJIeie.

— Yro mpoucxoqut! — 3akpuyasia B OECCUIBHON SPOCTH, TIsAAsS B He00. — Thl permmin JoKo-
HaTh MEHS IMPSIMO B MOU JieHb poxkieHusi?! Majio Tebe MOero OqMHOUYECTBa, TaK Tl PEIIA U KU3Hb
otHATH? Toraa 3auem BooOIIIe TIO3BOJIMIT OCTaThCS KUBOW? HeHaBMKy TeOs, CIIBIIINIIE, HEHABUKY !

Topbkue cé3bl 3aCTUIAM T71a3a, OOKHUTaM MEKU W XOJIOIWIA MOKPBIMHU JOPOKKAMU IIIEIO.
Ceituac, Kak HEKOT/Ia omryIana ceds cadoii, 6ecCUIBbHON U OMMHOKOW CTPAHUIIEH B 1IEJION BCEJICH-
Hou. Hurne Het MHe mecTa, Be3zie 51 uyxkasi, Kak Obl HM cTapaiach oOpecT cBou oM. Jlionu ciioBHO
YYBCTBOBAJIM BO MHE OITACHOCTb ¥ HE JKeJIaJIM HaXOAUThCS PsiioM. JKeHIIMHBI Beeria ObLr T0OphI KO
MHE, HO JIMIITb JIO TIOphI 10 BpeMeHu. CTOMJIO Ha TOPU30HTE TIOSIBUTCS YXaxkEpy, Kak ApyxoOa mepe-
pacraiia B ccopy v o0uy. MeHs1 HaunHaJIM OOBUHSATH B IOMOTaTeIbCTBE K UY:KUM MYKUUHAM, 003bI-
BaJIM BEPTUXBOCTKOM U 3aBUCTIIMBOI CTEPBOU.

My:KCKOM TOJT TIPOSIBJISUT KO MHE MHTEpec, HO CTOMJIO C KEM-TO COJM3UTLCS M MPOUCXOIUIIA
crpaHHas TpaHcgopmans. MykdarHa MEHsJICS B JIMIIE, CJIOBHO BIa/asi B ACTIPECCHIO, TEPST KO MHE
BCAKUI MHTEpeC W HAYMHAJI UCITYyTaHHO TTPUTOBAPUBATh: « Tl €ro U TONbKO ero!». 1 He moHuMana,
0 KOM IIJIa peub, a Ha BCE PACCIIPOCHl OHU JIMXOPAJ0YHO OTMAaXxMBAJIUCh U cOeramn. KoHeuHo, s He
MpU3HABaJa CBOEH BUHBI, HO YK€ JIaBHO TiepecTaja CIIOPUTh U OmpaBiabiBaThcs. [IpocTo BeTaBana,
cobupaJa Bely U yXOauia B HOBOE, OCTaBJIsIsl 0331 BCce OONE3HEHHbIE MOMEHTHI KU3HHU.

VYCHOKOMBIIIUCH HEMHOTO, 3aCTaBUIIA CeOsI CECTh, BBITEPETh CJE3BI THUTBHOM CTOPOHOM JIaJIOHU
U, CJIOKa PYKH PyHOpPOM, 3aKpHUUalia OTYASTHHO:

— INomorure! Criacute! Kapayi, rpadst!

OTBETOM MHE CTaJIM JIMIIIb TUXOE X0 U IeJIeCT KPhUILEB UCITyTaHHOM MTHUIIBI, TIepeJieTeBIIeH
Ha Jpyryo BeTky. Celluac MHE CTaJloO OYEBUIHO, 51 HE 3HAI0 3TUX MeCT. Bc€ BOKpyT Wykoe U orac-
HOE, KaXIbII II1ar MOXKET CTaTh MOCIeAHUM. MeHs Hayasia OUTh MeJTKasi POKb OT OCO3HAHUS CBOEH
OeCIIOMOIITHOCTH.

«51 ympy 31ech WM MeHsI COXPYT ITUKUE 3Bepu! — OT STOM CTPAITHOW MBICIIH, CJIOBHO TOKOM
IIPOCTPEJIUIIO BCE TEJIO.

BcraB Ha HOrM, OcMOTpenach, vila MoAXosIiee opyaue. YBuaena cyxyo, JJUHHYIO, CIOMaH-
HYI0 y KopHe nanky. O6aupasi pyku, BCE ke CMOIJIa OTJIIOMATh €€ OT KyCTa, TIOTOM y/aJInJIa IIUTIbI
Y JOBOJIFHO YXMBUIbHYJIACh CBOEH TiyrnocTu. Heyxkemnn 51 JefCTBUTENIHHO HAEI0Ch, YTO C IMTOMOIIIBIO
9TOM MAJIKU CMOTY BBIOpaThest U3 6osota’?

3anymmB B cebe HAUMHAIOIIYIOCS TTAaHUKY, OCTOPOKHO MPOIIyTiasia TIOYBY IO HOTaMH, yOexK-
JasiCh, YTO MOYBA TBEPAAS, TIOTOM CTaJia THIKATh BIIEPEIH, BHIOMpasi HarpapieHre. HakoHerr, mpuHSB
pellieHre, MeJJIEHHO M OCTOPOKHO JIBUHYJIACh BIIEPEN, COCPEIOTOUECHHO MTPOBEPSIS TATKOW Kask bl
oyropok mxa. CoJjiHIIe Hayasio KJIOHUTHCSA K 3aKary, a s BCE Omykaaia cpeu OOJOTHBIX KOYeK, MOJ-
HOCTBIO yTpaTuB opreHTHp. CTpax 3a KW3Hb BHOBb HAPACTAI BHYTPU OMTACHOK BOJTHOM, IPO3s CMECTU
Ha CBOEM ITyTH BOJIIO U HAJIeXKTy. 51 MOUTH yKe OblJla rOTOBA CHOBA BIIACTh B MICTEPUKY U HAYATh OpaTh
Ha BECh JIEC, MOJISI O CIIACCHUH.

HeoxunaanHo Mo#i B3IVIsA MPUBJIEK BUCIOYXUH 3asl, sPKO-pblkero 1sera. OH BBICKOUWII U3
OmKalIIero Kycra mpsiMo TMojl HOTH, HaIyTaB JI0 Y€PTUKOB, a IOTOM OTIPBITHYB B CTOPOHY, IITYCTPO
PBaHyJI [0 HEMPUMETHOM TPOIIKE, BIJISIIOIIEH cpei OOJIOTHBIX KOYEK.

«Kaxercs, g cnaceHa. ..» — IPOMEJIbKHYJIO B TOJIOBE PAIOCTHO.

OCTOpOKHO TOC/IEIoBaNA 32 3BEPHKOM M yXkKe Uepe3 HECKOJIIBKO METPOB, HAKOHEII-TO MOYyB-
CTBOBaJIa TBEPAYIO MOYBY MO HOTaMH. YBEPUBILIHUCH B TOM, YTO OOJIOTO OCTAJIOCh TI033/11, MoOekKasa
0 TPOIMHKE, HAJIESICh TIOCKOpee BBHIMTHU K JiIoasiM. ECTh X0Tenoch BCE cuiibHee, HO BOKPYT HUYEro
CbeIoOHOTO 51 He HaOMoAaNa, Jaxke Aroj Ha KycTax He ObLI0, OMHYU KOJMIOUKH.
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He 3Hato, ckonbko BpemeHU OnyXkjajia 1Mo TpoIle, YCTaBIas U MU3MOTAHHAS BCEMHU BBITIAB-
HIMMU Ha MOIO JIOJTIO UCTIBITAaHUSIMU. YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO CUJIBI YK€ HA UCXOJIE, a JIeC MO-TIPeKHEMY He
3akaHurBaicsl. COTHIIE MOYTH JIOCTHUIIIO 3eMJIA, U TEMHOTa BCE OOJIbIIIe OTBOEBBIBAJIA POCTPAHCTBO.
Hagephnoe, nopa uckatb MecTo Jisi HouJiera, BOT TOJIBKO IJIe €ro HaTu?

I[epeBbH — I'MT'aHThI, OIUIETEHHbBIE JIMaHaMU, MOIJINU 6I)I MOCITYKUTh MIPUCTAHUIIEM Ha HOYb. Ho
MEHsI CMYIIIAeT TOT (PAKT, YTO €CJIM Ha HUX MOTY 3aJIe3Th s, TO XUIIHUK U nofgaBHo. Hanexaa Berpe-
TUTH JIIOIIGfI OaBHO pacTtasjia, TYT KPyrom 6I)UII/I OUKHUE MECTa. YIII/IBI/ITCJIBHO, 4TO 4 OO0 CHUX IIOp HE
BCTPETUJIA XUIITHUKA Ha CBOEM MyTH. BI/IIII/IMO, OHH TOXE HE OUYEHb JIIO6}IT 6OJIOTO WX BBIXOOAT Ha
OXOTY MO HOYaM.

O06xo0s1 ouepeTHOe BEKOBOE IePEBO, HEOKUIAHHO OCTAaHOBWJIACH, TSI HA JIGCHYIO TIOJISTHKY,
OTKpHBIBIIyIOCS B30py. OHa OblIa ycestHa MEJIKMMU KYCTUKAMU CO CIIEJIBIMU SATOAKAMHM, TIOXOKUMU
Ha 3eMJITHUKY. OOpaIoBaBIIMCh XOTh KaKOW-TO efie, yraJia Ha KOJIEHHW U C jKaJIHOCThIO MTPUHSLIIACh
CpbIBaTb M 3AlIMXUBATH B POT CIIECJIBbIC IIJIOABL. HFOI[I;I OKas3aJIMChb OYEHb CIIAAKMMU U COYHBIMU, U 4
HE CMOIJIa cliepkaTh CTOH HaclnaxaeHus. OT rojofa qaxe MBICIH HE BOSHUKJIO, YTO OHU MOTYT OBITh
SAOOBUTBIMUA.

HeMHOro HachITUBIIUCH, PUHSIIACH yKe BHIOUpPATh SITOIKU MOKPYITHEe, AJIsl STOTO MPUXOAH-
JIOCh TIPUTHOATHLCS K CAMOU 3eMJIe.

B kakoii-To MOMEHT 3amMeTajia CTpaHHOCTh. YeM Huke mpurudanach K 3emiie, TeM OTUETIIH-
BE€C€ BUJCTIA CTAPYIO XUKUHY, IIPUTAUBIIYIOCA CpEON KOpHteI A€pCBa-BEJIMKaHa, HO CTOWJIO MOOHATH
TOJIOBY Y BUJIEHHE UCYE3aJI0.

— Yro 32 epyHAa. .. — mpodopMoTaia 03aAa4eHHO, TIOTePEB IJla3a KyJIaKaMH.

BHOBB INIAHYJIa B TY CTOPOHY, IIBITAACh YBUACTb IOM, HO BUIHBI 6BI)II/I TOJIbBKO B3AYBIIUECA
KOPHHU JIepeBa, a Moji HUMHU 3USI0Ias TEMHOTA U HUUEro OOJIbIIIE.

— Hy, nagHo, naBait monpoOyem Mo-apyromy, — MPOroBOpuiIa eXuaHo, JI0XKACh HA 3EMITIO TIIa-
crom. JlepeBsiHHas n30a CHOBA IMoKa3ayach Brepenu. Crapas, moiypa3pyilieHHas1, OKPhITas MXOM
1 BbloHaMU. Ha MrHOBeHHe 3acOMHeBaJslach, CTOUT JIM TyAa COBAThCs, BAPYT TaM KUBET baba-sra
WM ell€ KaKoW MepcoHax CKasku? XMBIKHYB Ha CBOU IJIyIble pacCy:KAEHHUsI, YBEPEHHO MOIOM3/a
MPSIMUKOM K TOMHKY. [lake eciiu Tam cam 4€pT jKMBET, MeHsl 9TO He octaHoBUT! HoueBath B jecy
s He XKeJaa.

Jlonosnsna 10 ABepH U NMOCTydajach HACTOMUUBO, OKUasl OTBETA, HO €ro He MOC/IeA0Balo.

— 3HauuT, IoMa HUKOTO, eI¢ Jy4Ille, — IpOoIIenTaia cede Moy HOC U, IOTSAHYBIIUCH 10 PYYKH,
Hakajia Ha He€ CO BCEU CUIIBI.

JIBEpb CKpPUIIHYJIA U OTBOPUJIACh. ..
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2 rjiaBsa

Bcrag ¢ KonieH, OTpsAXHYJIach M OCTOPOKHO 3aIIsiHY/1a BHYTpb. [leneHa HenporisiHoCcTy crana,
MO3BOJISISl MHE PasmIsiAeTh BHYTpeHHee YOpaHCTBO joMma. Kak oka3anoch, M3HYTPH OH OKazalcs
ropaso 6onbire. Moemy B30py npezcTaia O6oibiasi KOMHaTa, KOTopasi BMEeCTHIIa B ce0sl PHXOXKYIO,
TOCTHHYIO M KyXHI0. PasrpaHn4nBany Bc€ 3T0 MPOCTPAHCTBO HEOOJBILINE CTYIEHH M IIEPErOPOAKH,
BMECTO CTEH.

— DU, eCTb KTO )KMBOWU? — KPUKHYJIA £, 3aMUpas U NPUCITyIIMBasAch. TuimHa. — Ay, ecTb KTO
noma?

MHe HHMKTO Tak M He OTBETWJI, TOITOMY OCMEJIEB, 51 BOILIA B JOM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE OCTa-
BaTbCs JK€ MHE Ha yJMLE, pa3 ABepb OTKpbiTa. ClieslaB nmapy 11aroB, OCTAaHOBUJIACh M MTPUHSJIACH C
JOOOIBITCTBOM OCMATPHBAaTh MIOMEIICHHE.

JlepeBsiHHBIN 1OJ1 ObLT 3aCTeJIeH JOBOJIBHO 3aTEPTHIM IOJIOBUKOM, CIEJAHHBIM U3 Pa3HOLBET-
HBIX JIOCKYTOB. Bo3sie aBepu crosiia porarasi Belllajka, HA KOTOPOH BHUCEJ 310pPOBEHHBIN YEPHBIN
TUIAIL, OAOUTHI CEphIM MEXOM, a Ha TMOJTy CTOSUIM Callory MPOCTO OFPOMHOIO pa3Mepa.

— TyT 4TO *e, BeJIMKaH KUBET? — MpoOyOHMIa ceGe MoJL HOC, OCTOPOKHO Jesast Mapy 1aroB
BIIEPEN.

C 51eBOH CTOPOHBI OT MEHS PaclOJIOKUICA KaMUH, BUIOKEHHBI U3 Pa3HOMACTHBIX KaMHEM.
Ilepen HUM CTOAJIO OAMHOKOE Kpecio-Kayaika v HeOoJbIas TadypeTka, BUIUMO, 1S Hor. Ha HeBbI-
COKOM KpYIVIOW MOJCTAaBKE BO3JIE Kpecya Jiekasa I0BOJIbHO BHYLIMTESIbHAS KHUATA B YEPHOM KOXKa-
HOM neperuiéte. Ha Heli sipko ropesu 3010TeIM 1iBeToM OyKBBI. [lozoria Onmike, nbiTasich MPOYecTh
Ha3BaHMe, HO CJIOBA ObLJIM MHE COBCEM HE3HAKOMBI.

Ha crenax Bucean MOp/bl CTPAaHHBIX KHUBOTHBIX CO CTEKJISIHHBIMMU I71a3aMH U KJIBIKAMU C MO
OonbiIol nasen. Yyyesno HeOONMBIIOro 3BepbKa, OUYEHb HAIIOMMHAIOIIETO NIOMECh XOpbKa M 3aila,
IIPUMOCTUIIOCH AKKYPaTHO HajJ KamuHOM. OcTpas MOpAOYKa C IVlazaMHu-OyCMHaMH CMOTpesa Ha
MEHs XUTPO, JJIMHHBIE 3a54bH YIIIU, TOPYAIME B CTOPOHBI, TPUAABAIM 3BEPbKY TPOraTesIbHbIA BU
«JIaOYKM», HO YBUZIEB TOHKHE U OCTpPbIE KJIbIKH, HETPUMETHO TOpYAIIIKe, [TOHSJIA, YTO 3BEPEK JaJIeKO
He 0e300UIeH.

[MepeBena B3] HA OTPOMHBIX JKYKOB 1 0a004YeK, pacroIOkKUBIIUXCS Uy Th HIke. OHM HaXo-
JWUJIMCh B CTEKJISIHHBIX MOJYKPYIJIBIX paMKax, KOTOPbIE UCIIOIHSIIN POJIb JIYIIbI, IO3BOJISAS pasiiseTh
HACEKOMBIX JI0 MAJICUIIUX MOAPOOHOCTEM.

«bpp... Kakas ragocTb, MEPTBOE LAPCTBO Kakoe-To. [Toxoxke, XO351MH 9TOro JomMa BCE JKe 0XOT-
HUK>», — IOyMaJia po ceds1, 0TXoAs oT kKamuHa. CripaBa OT MeH$ BO3BbIILIAJIaCh BUHTOBAs JIECTHULIA,
Be/lylIas Kyaa-To HaBepx. HaBepHoe, Tam pacrionarajiach cliajibHsi, HO 5 pelllnja cHayaja OCMOT-
pEeThbCsl BHU3Y.

ITpoiins BHepén, NogHANACh HA JBE CTYNEHM BBhIIIE, nepexoas B KyxH. OHa oka3ajach Ha
yIuBJIeHHE XOpolo o0cTapieHa. CTonenHuIa U IKa(pUUKKY ObLIM BBINOJHEHbBI U3 €MHOTO MacCHBa
nepeBa M coOpaHbl 6e3 equHOro reo3is. Hag HUMEM pacrionarajayuch TOHKME TIOJIOYKH, HA KOTOPBIX
CTOSIJIM CKJISTHKH, ITy3bIPbKH, KAMYIIIKH.

Ilon MOTONKOM BHCEM TOJCTHIE IyYKU CYHIEHBIX TPAB U MMPJSH/IBI pa3HOOOPa3HbIX IPUOOB.
Ha paccreneHHoii psIMO Ha MOJTy IMHOBKE OBUTH Pa3JIOkKEHBI SITOMIBI M OOJBIINE JINCThSI, HATOMUHA-
fouue Jonyx. I[locyna Toxe nperMMyIlecTBEHHO JIepeBsiHHAsA, KpOMe KOTEJIKOB M CKOBOpOIbI. ITpsmo
IO IIEHTPY CTOSUJI MACCUBHBII CTOJI U JIBE€ CKAMBHU.

— WHTepecHeHbKO. .. — MpoOOpMOTaIa MPOHUYHO, paccMaTpuBasi OoratcTBo Jjeca. [nzaitHep
SIBHO MIOCTApaJICs, IPUaBas J0OMY HAJIET CTAPUHBI, U Y HEro, IOJKHA MPU3HATHCS, XOPOLIO MOTyYH-
JIOCh. — A MOXKET, 3TO My3€d KaKoH-TO?

HeoxunpanHo yciplmana 3a CIMHOM OyJIbKalomMi 3BYK. Pe3ko 0OepHYyBILNCh, YCTABUIIACH B
M3YMJICHIH Ha CTapylo IePeBEHCKYIO Ie4b, IPUTAUBILIYIOCS 32 TOHKOM cTeHKol. Ha Heit crostn 6051b-
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II0M YEPHBIN KOTEN, OH OYJIbKAJ U MBIXTEN, KaK crapsiil aeq. Ho u3ymmio MeHsi BOBce He 3TO, a TOT
(akr, 4TO €ro MOCTOSHHO MOMEIIMBaa MOBapeIIKa, cama, 0e3 Ybel-Tu00 MoMOIIH !

— Yro 3a epyHaa?! — 1menHyia TUX0, MATACH Ha3al.

TyT e Ha MacCHUBHOM CTOJI€, 0 TOCKE 3aCTy4all OrPOMHBIH Tecak, Hape3asi KaKue-TO KOPEHbsI
¥ OYeHb TOYHO, MPSIMO 10 BO3/AYXY, OTIPABJISAS UX B KUIISIILYIO BOIY.

— Mamouku! — NMMCKHYJ/Ia UCIYTaHHO, OTCKAKUBAasi K cTyneHsm. — Yto 3a (okycei?!

7Kenanue HemMeJICHHO MTOKUHYTh 3TOT JIOM, 3aCTABUJIO MEHsI pa3BEPHYTHCS M OPOCUTHCS K JIBe-
PsM, HO MHE Mperpaauia jopory... Memia!

Oma crayia pacKauMBaThCs U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO THITAJIACH OTMECTH MEHS TIOJIaJIbIIe
OT JIBEpH, a IOTOM YEPEHKOM 3aJie371a B POEM JBEPHOU PYyUKH, MIEPEKPHIBasi JOCTYII K CBOOOE.

— Kaxercs, s cXoKy ¢ yma... — mpoOOpMoOTalia OIIApalleHHO, — KaKOW-TO Opel TBOPUTCH,
HaBEpHOE, MeHs1 COMJIa MAIIMHA 1 TeTIepb s JIEKY B KOME, a 3TO BCE TUIO] MOMX TaJLTIOIMHAIINIA?

— U BoBce BCE He Tak, Msly, — pa3Aajics 3a CIIMHOM THYCaBbIi TOJIOCOK.

[NonnpeIrHyB OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH, PE3KO pa3BepHYJACh HA CTO BOCEMBAECST IPaayCcoB, MIIA
B3IJISIZIOM TOTO, KTO CKa3asl «Msy», HO Iepeio MHOM HUKOTO HE OKa3aJloCh.

— Kro 31€ch? — mporenTana naHU4ecK, CHOBA MATSCH K JIBEPSIM.

— 1 3neck, Msy, — BHOBB ITOCJIBIINIANIOCH 32 CIIMHOM, U 51 KaK OIITapeHHast OTIPHITHYJIA B CTOPOHY,
MINA B3MJIIJOM BUHOBHHMKA MOETO CTpaxa.

Huxkoro...

B3 ynan Ha BUHTOBYIO JIECTHUILY, C pe3HBIMU NIEpUJIaMU, BEAyIyI0 HaBepx. bpocunack k
Hel, KpyTs FOJIOBOM 10 CTOPOHAM U TBITAsICh OMPEASIUTh HCTOUHUK Moero ucmyra. Jlooexas, 3aris-
HyJIa yepe3 Mepujia HaBepX — HUKOTo, TIOTOM IJISIHYJIA BHU3 — JIMIIb TEMHOTA. . .

3axoTesnoch 3aBbITh, KAK HEHOPMAJILHOM, OT Oeccuust U ctpaxa. UTo 3a CTpaHHBIN JOM U KTO
co MHo#t urpaet? Ilonrepreiict B Buje kora?

Pazo3nmuBIImMch Ha TIIyIyI0 CUTYalUio, TOMTHY/Ia HOroM 1 oTpedoBajia BO3MYIEHHO:

— XBaTUT CO MHOM B MPSITKHU UTPATh, TIOKAKUCh HeMeIeHHO! fl 1 Tak Harmyrana 10 Y€pTHUKOB!

— A Heuero B 4yOW AOM BXOAWUTH Oe3 CIIpoca, — YCIbIIATa OTKYAa-TO CBEPXY MPOTHUBHBIN
THYCABBIN TOJIOCOK, — HE3BAHBIN FOCTh XYK€ KOPOJIEBCKUX UINEEK, Msy.

— 41 cipammmBana! U BoBce 51 He roCThb, MPOCTO 3a0IyarIIach CIIy4ailHO, — OTBETHIIA OOMKEHHO,
CJIOKUB PYKU Ha TPYAU M HALyB BO3MYIIEHHO T'yOBI.

— CiryyaiiHocTeli He ObIBaeT, Msly, — MapupoBal KOT-HEBUANMKA.

— A BOT 1 ObIBaeT! — 3asgBUIIA YIIPSIMO, He cOOMpasich claBathcs. — 51, BooOIIe-To, mpocTo Mo
necy Oerana, a TyT, 6ax, ¥ Me/IBe/Ib CTPAIIIHBII U3 HUOTKY/A, HY 5 U TIPUITYCTUIIA, a IOTOM 3aBUCIIA,
a IOToM pyxHyna! — oObsicHIIa CyMOYPHO, M3-3a MEPENONHSABIIMX MEHsI SMOIMA, — A Terepb BOT
31ech OUyTHJIach. S Bcero HOUb MoOyy, a yTpoM yiay. MokeT MofCKaxelb Jopory B ropoa?

— O6parHy10 JOPOry TOJIBLKO MOW XO35IMH HAUTU CMOXET, — OTBETHJI THYCABBIN TOJIOCOK. — BOT
BEpHETCS OH C Mpa3gHuKa PaBHOBecHsl, MOCMOTPHT Ha TeOsl, OLIEHUT U PEIIUT, YTO JAJbIIe JeaTh,
Msy.

— He noHsiia, npu 4éM TyT «OLIEHUT», «IIOCMOTPUT»? §1 cloga HE Ha CMOTPUHBI MpUILUIA, —
MIPOrOBOPHJIa BLICOKOMEPHO, YIIEpeB PyKH B O0Ka, a MOTOM BCIIOMHUB, TIOMHTepecoBasack: — Keraru,
a KTO TBOHM XO3IMH U KTO Thl?

— Jlemmii oH, a s paMIIIbSIp €ro, — 3asIBUJI IPOTUBHBIN TOJIOCOK C TAKOW TOPIOCTBIO, CJIOBHO
uMIepaTopa MHE IPEACTaBUIL.

— Jlemmii, (haMusibsIp, — 3ayMYMBO MTOBTOPHUIIA, — HET, 51 BCE-TAKM B CKa3Ky IOMAJIA. . .

W Bapyr B MO3ry YTO-TO IIEJIKHYJIO, CIOBHO CBET BKJIIOUMIX! JI0 MOEro co3HaHMsI HA4aJIo JOXO-
IWTh, YTO ITO BCE MPOUCXOAUT B ACHCTBUTEIBHOCTH, HO I OKa3aJlach HE TOTOBA IPUHSATD ITOT (haKT.
SMOIMH NIEPETIONHUIIN Yallly TepIieHus, 1 MeHs1 OyKBaJbHO MPOPBAJIO.

— XBatutT Oyputh MHe ronoBy! OTKpoil HEMeAJEeHHO IBepb U BhlllycTH MeHs1! HezakoHHoe
ylepKuBaHue, siBisiercs npectyruienneM! S Oyay kanoBaTbhCsi B MOMUIHIO!
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— 3aMonuu M Jydlle crpsubcsi HememieHHo! — mpoumnen gamuiabsap. — Wieliku yxe
OIM3KO. . .

41 ycraBunach nepes; coOOOi HEMMOHUMAIOIIIE, MBITasiCh COOOPa3UTh, CTOUT JIA BOOOIIE TOBEPSTH
sTomMy rosocy. Ho Korga MeHsl HEO)KHUAAHHO TOJIKHYJM B CIIMHY M THEBHO IPOIIMIIENHN: «IIPSYbCS
HEHOpMaJIbHasi!», s modexkara. ..

He 3nato mouemy, HO MO¥1 BBIOOP Majl Ha BUHTOBYIO JiecTHUIYY. [JoOekaB 10 HEE€ cO CKOPOCTHIO
CBETa, CIIyCTHJIACh 110 CTYIIEHSIM BHU3, TJIe llapujia TEMHOTA, HO ceiiuac OHa MeHs He ucrnyraia. Oka-
3aBIIMCh B OTHOCUTENILHOU O€30MacHOCTH, 3aTaliIach, MPUCITYIIUBASCH K 3BYKaM.

Hagepxy paznaBajicst 3B0H OBIOIIIETOCS CTEKJIA, CIOBHO BCSI TIOCYA Pa30M pellniia pyxHyTh Ha
nos1. Ha npinoukax nopomiia K JIECTHULE Y MOJHSABUIMCH HA Mapy CTyNEHeW, IOCMOTpesia B Y3KYIO
1iesb MeXIy NepuIaMu.

«3aMpu U He JBHUTaicsi, YTOObl HE MPOMCXOANIIO, — HEOKUAAHHO YCIIbIIIANA MENOT MPSIMO B
roJIoBe, — TeOs1 He IOJKHBI 3AMETHTh UHAYE CMEPTh».

— Yro nporcxoaut? — Cpocusa JpoKaliM IroJI0COM, IMbITasICh YHATh HEPBHYIO APOXKb, OXBa-
THUBILYIO TEJIO.

«M ek KoposeBsl TeOs1 NIy T», — MPO3BYYAIO KOPOTKO, MOJOTrpeBast MOIO TAHUKY.

— Mensa?! Ho g Huvero He czenaia, — mpoulenTaia, OmapaieHHO O3UPasiCh U MbITasACh OThIC-
KaTbh HEBUJIUMKY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT /iBEph pacnaxHyJiach U B JOM BOILLIM YETBEPO MY KUMH, OZIETHIX BO BCE YEPHOE,
U Jake JIIa ObUIM 3aKPBITHI TKaHbl0. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTABAJIOCh OTKPBITBIM — 3TO MPOPE3H
11 [71a3 U JJIMHHBIE, OCTPbIE HOCBI, KOTOPHIMU OHU CEMYac aKTUBHO NMPUHIOXMUBAJIUCh.

— @y, Kak OTBpPATUTEIbHO BOHSET 3€JbeM, — CKa3aJl OJUH U3 MYKUMH, CKPUILyYUM TOJIOCOM,
00BOIs1 TOCTUHYIO B3IJISIIOM, — KTO-TO CIIEIIMAIBHO PAa3OMJI My3bIPbKY C HACTOMKAMM, BUAUMO, XOTEJ
CIIPATATH CJIE/] YEJIOBEUKHU.

— 4 cipimian y Bpanaa KUBET 310pOBEHHBIN KOT, BOBMOXKHO, 3TO OH XYJIMTAHUT B OTCYTCTBUU
X03sIMHA, — OTBETUJI JPYroi 0ojiee MUPOTIOOHBO.

«KoTb!l — oHM Takue!» — ycMexXHyJ1ach mpo cedst M TYT ke yCIbIIasia roioc B ronose: «Boooie-
TO, 51 HE COBCEM KOT!». 3amepia, IOHUMAasi, MOU MBICJIM JIETKO YMTAIO U MOJIb3YIOTCS STUM.

— Ara, noka TOT IO Mpa3AHMKaM LUISIETCS U KOPOJIEBY JIPa3HUT, — MApUpPOBAJI TPETUIA, U OHU
APYKHO PacXOXOTAJIMCh MPOTUBHBIM KapKAIOLIMM CMEXOM

Bor neiicTBUTENbHO, HACTOSIIME BOPOHBI B UYEJIOBEUECKOM OOJINYbE, MOyMasia U CKPUBUIIACH,
YyBCTBY# oTBpaiienue. He moouna stux nruil ¢ gerctBa. OHU CJIOBHO MPECIeIoBaId MEHsI, CTOMIIO
BBITH HA YJUILY, a TIapy pa3 AaKe MbITAIUCh MEHs KJIIOHYTb.

— MHe kaxercs, 1 BCE ke YJaB/IMBAI0 YEJOBEYECKUN 3allax, — BIPYr IPOroBOPUI MIIEHKA,
JOIIEIIANA TTOYTH JI0 CAMOM JIECTHUIIBI, — JaBalTe-Ka MIPOBEPUM BECH JJOM.

«OW, onyHapa, npsubcs ! » — MAYKHYJI IAaHUYECKY HEBUMMKA, 3aCTaBJIsIsl MEHS 3aTauTh JIbIXa-
HUE.

3a:XMypHBIINCH, IPUHSJIACH IIENTaTh PO ceOsl: «s1 HEBUIMMKA, HEBUIUMKA. ..». [lepecrana
Ja’ke JpIIaTh OT UCITyTa, MPUCTYIIMBAACH K IIaraM MINEeWKH, KOTOpbIi momxoaut Bee ommke. Ocra-
HOBUBUINCH BO3JIE IEPUJI, MyKUMHA NIEPETHYJICSA Yepe3 HUX U IOCMOTPEN B TEMHOTY MOJBaJIA, I1e 5
u npaTajgack. Mo€ cepatie AEpHYJIOCh M OCTAHOBWIIOCH, ITPEKpalliasi BCAKYIO AEATEIbHOCTb.

— 3nech 3anax 0coOEHHO CUJIEH, — TPOTOBOPUJI 38 JyMUMBO UINEHKa.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha €ro roJioBy MoChIaiach Ky4a OeXKIbl, OAEsUl U MEJIKUX MOAYIIEK.

— Ms-y-y-y-y-y! Ms-y-y-y-y! — pa3nancs gymepa3Iuparouiii BOIIb OTKYJa-TO CBEPXY.

My>X4rHa OTHPSHYJ OT TePUJI, KaK OIIMapeHHBIH, CTacKuBasi ¢ ce0s OJIesIO U OTBPATUTENILHO
pyraschb. §l, HakoHel, cMoIJIa c/ieNaTh BOX, CEpPALE MPUITYCTUIOCh B TPYJM UCIYTaHHBIM 3aiLEM,
MeH$ J1axe B :kap KMHYO. EIIE oMH Takoil TPIOK MOEro OpraHu3Ma, U s y’ke TOYHO HE OUHYCh.

— Korteiika SIBHO BO3MYIIIEH HAIIMM IIPUXOIOM, -- CKa3aJl OMH U3 UILEEK, EXUTHO YXMbUISIACH,
-- BUIUMO, TIOMEIIaI eMy HaBOAUTh Oap/iak B IOMe.
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3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

— BoT nouemMy BOHSIET YeJIOBEKOM, OT BEIleil, — HEIOBOJIbHO TOABITOKWI TPETUI HOCATHIN
MykHK. — OTKyJa y JIELEro CTOJIbKO JIACKOU OJEXKU B AoMe?

— TlonsTusa He UMel0, MOXET, Ha OOJIOTE ¢ MEPTBAKOB COOMpAET, — OTBETWJI APYTOd, U OHU
CHOBa BCE MPOTUBHO PaCcCMESUTUCh, CIIOBHO TMEHBI 3aJIasUIH.

— JlagHoO, TOILIM OTCI0/Ia, HEOXOTa BCTPEUYATHCS C XO3AMHOM JIOMA, JICIIIUI SIBHO He 00palyeTcst
HalieMy BU3UTY, — OPOCHJI UM, BUJVIMO, TJIAaBHBIN MIEHKa. — 51 BUOasI ero rHeB OMHAXKbI, TaM JIaxKe
apMHsi MEPTBSIKOB OCTAHOBUThH HE CMOIJIA €ro sipocTh. ECM 4ecTHO s Jake yCOMHMIICS B KAKOK-TO
MOMEHT, 4TO Mepe/io MHOM JIIITHH.

My>X4MHBI HE CTAJIM 33/IEPXKUBATHCS M Pa3BEPHYBIIKCH, CTPEMUTEIBLHO MMOKUHYIH JIOM, C TPO-
XOTOM 3aXJIOITHYB 32 COOOM JIBEPb.

[NouyBcTBOBaANA, KaK MOAKOCHIIMCh HOTH, W 51 OMYCTUJIACh HA CTYNEHM, OIyCKasl TOJIOBY Ha
KoJIeHW. Bce ceromHsmHme NpuKkIioYeHus1, 3a0pajii MOU TIOCJEJHUAE CUJIbI, 2 HEPBBI MTPEBPATHUIIHCH
B HATSIHYTbHIE CTPYHbI, TOTOBBIE JIOITHYTh B JII0OOH MOMeHT. [1oHs1a, YTO MOTHOCTHIO OMYCTOIIEeHA U
OoJbIIIe HEe KeJal0 HUYEero 3HaTh 00 3TOM MHpe, ero OOUTaTeNsAX M Mpoueil HeurcTu. MHe HyXeH
OTJBIX, MIEPEBIIIKA, XOTh HEMHOKEUKO. . .

— 9, Tel TyT? — CPOCUJIA YCTAJIO, C TPYAOM BCTAaB HAa HOTH Y MOAHSBIIKUCH 110 JecTHULe. OTBe-
TOM MHe ObUIa THIIIMHA, CJIOBHO BCE TIPOMCXOsAIIee paHee ObUIO Moel 0obHOM (banTasueit. — Hy u
nagHo! Hazeroch, Thl He Oy/ielb MPOTUB, €CIIU 51 HEMHOTO TTOCILTIO.

[NonxBaTuB 1JIe W TOMYIIKY, BaJISBIIMECS IO HOTaMH, MMOIUIA K KPECly, CTOSIBIIEMY Y
KaMHUHa. 3eBHYJIa, YCTpanBasiCh Moy1o0Hee B Kpeciie KPsIXTs, CJIOBHO IpeBHss cTapyxa. Hakpbiiach
JIETKUM TUIEIOM, TO/JIOKHUB MOAYIIKY TIOJ] FTOJIOBY MOMEHTAJIbHO MPOBAIMBASICh B COH. ..

MHe cHWICS CTpaHHBII COH. ..

«51 crKy B TI03€ JI0TOCa, MEAUTHPYS], B IIEHTPE KAMEHHOTO TUIATO, BBICEYEHHOTO MPSIMO B CKAaJIe.
C Tpex cTopoH 0OpBIB, TJie TOpPYAT OCTPbIe KAMEHHBIE TTMKH, YeM-TO HAIIOMUHAIOIIHE 3yObl XUIITHHUKA.
370 JIOBYIIKA, M3 KOTOPOI MHE He BHIOpaThCsl. Baasieke BUIHEIOTCS CHEKHBIE BEPXYIIKH TOp, a BHU3Y
TYMaH, TYCTOU, MOJIOUHBIN, TAMHCTBEHHBIN. SIpKOE COJHIIE HEeIaHO OOKUTAET OSJIOCHeKHYIO KOXKY,
a BHYTpPU pacrion3aeTcs JEN, 3aCTaBIsOMUI BCE TeJI0 HEMETh U APOKATh.

[MpoknsThe Yaponeku, He UMelolee OOpaTHOro AedcTBHs. MHe HyKeH OrOHb, UTOOBI
corpetbest. [lepeo MHOM JIEKHUT XBOPOCT, M3 KOTOPOTO MOXKHO ClIeJIaTh KOCTEp, HO Y MEHsI HEeT CIH-
YeK U JIyIIbl TOXe HeT. S GecrioMolHa Ha 3TOM Oe3)KU3HEHHOM I11aTo... Kak ke XonoaHo. . .

Brpyr nassiee cosHIle 3aclOHsIeT OrpOMHasi KpbUlaTast TeHb. S BCKUABIBAIO TOJIOBY, KeJast
yBUZIETb cBOETo criacutestsi. Ho Mo#i B31Isi1 BBIXBATHIBACT JIMIIb SIHTAPHBIE HEUETIOBEUECKUE I71a3a U3
TEMHOT'O MapsIIero CUTy3Ta, B KOTOPBIX MOJIbIXaeT HACTOSINEe TIaMsl.

CrpaHHBIE y3KHE 3pauKy 3aBOPAXKUBAIOT MEHS, TPUTITUBAs U 3aCTaBJIsIsI TPENeTaTh XOJIOJHOE
cepaue. B ronose ObETCS HaBA3UMBHINA BOINpOC: «YbM OHHU, KOMY MpHHAAIexaT?». Ho kak Obl HU
cTapaJiach, He MOTY OTOPBAThCsI OT B3IVIS/1a OTHEHHBIX IJ1a3, YTOOBI pACCMOTPETh BCE OCTAJIBHOE.

HeosxumanHo B rofioBe pa3aajics MPOTSKHBINA X PUTUIBIA TOJI0C, OOJIBIIIE IOXOKUI HA TUXUIN PBIK
3Bepsi: «$1 Hamen TeOs... Teneps Th Oynen» Moei».

«KT0 TBI?!» — 1IETTYY MBICJIEHHO, YyBCTBYS aJIpeHAJIMH, HATIOMHSIOMINN KPOBb.

«Tor, KTO criacer TeOsI».

«Moé cepple yxe He OTOrpeTh, 5 peHA3HAYEeHa CHEKHOMY Oory ETyH», -- oTBeualo THxo,
YyBCTBYS, KaK TOpsTYME CJIe3bl OCTABJISIOT JIOPOKKH Ha IIeKax.

HeosxunanHo 3Bepb U3BepraeT OroHb U3 ropiia ¥ XBOPOCT BCIIBIXMBAET SIPKUM IJIaMeHeM, 00/1a-
Basi MEeHs TETJIOM. [ 0JIOC B rOJIOBE PHIUMT:

«TBI MO, 3aTIOMHH, TOJIBKO MOsI!».

Sl B3ApOrHyNa v OTKpbLIA I71a3a. ..
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2. ®okc. «KeHa s Jieniero Win Kak mpoOyIuTh IPaKOHa»

3 riiaBa

[TpocHynack ¢ roJIOBHOM OOJIBIO U JKYTKOM Kask/I0M, CJIOBHO HEZIENI0 BOIbI He TiJIa. MeieHHO
CeB Ha KpOBaTH, CXBATUJIACh 32 TOJIOBY, 3aCTOHAB, MBITAsICh YTUXOMUPUTH OOJTb U TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE.
Bcé Tenno 6bU10 KAKMM-TO BaTHBIM U COBEPIIIEHHO HE KeJajlo CIYIIAThCs.

— [Nouemy MHe Tak IJIOXO, — POCTOHAJIA KAJIOOHO, MBITAsICh CIJIOTHYTb, HO B TOpJIe BCE mepe-
COXJIO, — 3TO MOXMeJIbe?

— Her, npocTo TBOE Te10 ¥ co3HaHKEe TaKuM 00pa30oM aJarTUPYETCs K STOMY MUPY, — Pa3alics
y’e 3HAKOMBIN THYCABBIN TOJIOCOK, OTKY/Ia-TO CBEPXY.

He crana 3amuparh rosioBy, 00siCh MOTYyYUTh OUYEPEAHYIO Mopiuio 60mu. [a u moOonbITcTBa
0CO0O0Tr0 TOT «KTO-TO» yXKe He BhI3bIBAL. BHYTpH OBLIO TaKoOe OIILYIIEHKE, CIIOBHO 51 BCE M TaK 3HAIO,
MIPOCTO HE TIOMHIO TOJIKOM.

— Jlaxe eciy CYTKH IpOCIiaTh, TAKOE COCTOsSIHUE He 3apaboTarh, a Y MEHsSl YyBCTBO, OyITO S
BaroHbl Ipy3uJia BCIO HOUb. MBIIIIIBI CBUHIIOBBIE. .. — Pa3ApaxkE€HHO OYpPKHYJIA, MACCUPYS BUCKU.

— Tak-To TBI HeleNMIO CcHajia, BOT TEJIO U 3aTEKJIO, — MPOrOBOPHJI TOJIOC, KaK caMo COOOM pasy-
MeoIIeecs.

— Kak nepemo?! Tlouemy Hememo?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA M3YMJIEHHO, BCKAaKUBas M Jlake 3a0bIB HA
MTHOBEHHE TIpO 0O0JIb, HO OHA OBICTPO Jajia 0 ceOe 3HaTh, U 51, 3ACTOHAB, BHOBb yIlaJia Ha MOCTeb. —
Afi-aii, royioBa Mos OeiHasl, cefyac JIOIHET. . .

— Bpirieii HacTolKy, KOTOpasi CTOMT Ha TYMOOYKe, OHa CHUMET OO0JTb M YOePET TSKECTh, — CKa3all
HEBUAUMKA.

C nono3peHreM MOKOCWIIACh HA CKIISTHKY C KOPUYHEBOW KUAKOCTBIO, HO BCE k€ B3sjIa €€ B
PYKU.

— A BIpPYT Thl MEHS OTPABUTH XOUEIllb? — CIPOCUIIA HEJOBEPUYHBO.

— Msy..., ecnu Obl XOTeJ, JaBHO OBl YK€ OTpaBWJI, — CKa3al Ha MOTHOM cepbé3e KOT-HEBU-
OVMKa, U s TOYeMY-TO Cpasy eMy MoBepuJa.

OTKpBIB KPBIILIEUKY, OHIOXAJIA U CKPUBUJIACH OT TOLTHOTBOPHOIO 3aIaxa, YIapUBILETrO B HOC.

— ®y-y-y, ranocTh Kakas! 910 4TO, HACTOMKA Ha KypPUHOM IOMETE?

— Vrapana. Ileii naBaii! — ckomMmaHa0OBaJl OH CTPOrO, SIBHO Tepsisl TepIeHHe.

— JlagHo, yroBopwi, — crenana eMy OJIOJKEHHE U YXMBUIbHYJIACh, YCTIBIIIAB BO3MYIIEHHOE
LIUATIEHHE.

3aJmoM OCylIWIa COIEPKUMOE CKJISTHKU, CTapasich HE BIbIXaTh MPOTHUBHBIN 3amax. Ha BKyc
HACTOMKA OKa3aJ1ach JOBOJBHO TOPHKOM C MPUBKYCOM IOJIbIHU.

— Bogpl. .. — 3aMaxaB pykamu, MpoOXpUIiena si.

Ycaplnana THXUl METYOK M B MOMX PyKax TYT e MOSIBUIIACh JePEBSAHHAS KpYyKKa ¢ Bogou. C
KaJHOCTBIO OCYIIIHJIA BCE COIEPKUMOE U, HAKOHEII, B3/IOXHYJIa C O0JIerYeHUeM.

[NouyBcTBOBaIA, KaK MO TeJTy MOJWIACh )KUBUTEIIbHAS BJlara, youpas Bce HelpUsTHBIC CHMII-
TOMBI JIOMOTHI B TeJie, CHUMasl TSKeCTb U youpasi 60i1b. He mporio u iByX MUHYT, KaK COCTOSIHUE
MO€ yayqmmiock. Tereps 51 ayBcTBOBaIa cedst GOIPOiA, OTAOXHYBILCH U MOJHOW CHIL.

— Hy kak? — nouHTepecoBasicsl eXUAHO MOU 3HAKOMBbIII MHKOTHUTO. — BepHynach K KU3HU?

— BomOuyeckuit apdekt! — oTBeTHIIa BOCXUIIEHHO, TIPUCITYIINBASICh K CBOEMY COCTOSIHUIO,
Y NpeAIokwia upoHnyHo: — Ciyluay, a JaBail IpoAaBaTh 3TO 3€/1be B MOEM MuUpe? Xouellb CTaTh
MOMM MapTHEPOM?

— My, 3Ty HACTOIKY FOTOBUT MOM XO3SIMH, & OH HH 32 UTO HE COIJIACUThHCS Ha ITO, — CEPhEZHO
3asIBWJI OH, HE YJIOBUB UPOHUM B MOEM TOJIOCE.

— DX, Kajb, a MOIIA Obl MHJUTMOHBI 3apadoTaTh, — MPOOOPMOTAJIa, BCTaBask C TMOCTEIH U
JOBOJIHO ITOTATUBASCH.
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3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

HeoxunanHo 3amepria, ocMatpuBasi nomMenienue. [Iotom MeieHHO 00epHyIIach, pa3risabiBast
OIPOMHYIO ITOCTEJIb, C PE3HBIMU KOJIOHHAMHU T10 YeThIpEM cTopoHaM. OHa BO3BBIIIAIACH HA MTOAUYME,
CJIOBHO MMITIEPATOPCKUI TPOH, ¥ CIOKOMHO MOTJIa BMECTHTH YeJIOBEK IEeCTh WK Jaxe Oosbiiie. Han
H3r0JIOBLEM KPOBATH BHUCEJIN OI'POMHBIC BETBUCTLIC pOra OJICHA, Ha KOTOPBIX KpaCOBAJIMChb IBETHLIC
0AHOYKH, HAIIOMHUHAIOIUE EJIOYHBIE OTOHBKU.

Bronb creH cTosiiiM KoBaHble CYHAYKU C BUTPAXKHOW MHKpYCTallUed, BUIUMO, TaM XPaHWIUCh
BEIIIM XO3sdMHaA aoMa. ITosnel B KOMHaTe 6I)UII/I YCTCJICHbBI MATKUMMA IIKYpaMH, a CTCHbI U IMOTOJIOK
TMOKPBbIBAJIN JKUBBLIC O6OI/I B BUJC I'YCTBIX BbIOHOB, C 3aKPBITBIMU 6yTOHaMI/I OBETOB.

— A Kak 370 4 B criajibHe OKa3ajiack? Sl TOUHO MOMHIO, UTO 3achiajia B Kpece. .. — IPOroBopuia
3aJlyMYMBO U yAMBJIEHHO. KTO-TO MeHs ciona nepeHéc, Ho k1o?! Heyxenu HeBunaMMKa? 3HauuT, OH

PEaJIbHBIA. . .
— 51 Tebs1 10 BO3/1yXy NEpeHEc Maruem, — CJIOBHO ITPOYUTAB MOM MBICIIY, OTBETHJI OH.
— 3HauuT Marusl. .. — IOBTOPHJIA 32 HAM, CJIOBHO IMPOOYs HA BKYC CJIOBO. — MHe KaxeTcs, Mpu-

IIUIO BpeMs1 IOroBOpUTh. MOXET MOKaKebes?

HeosxumanHo mepe MOMM JIMIIOM BO3HUKJIM OOJIBIITYIIUE KPYTJIble Tia3a (pochopHO-3eIEHOTO
L[BETA C BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU 3pAYKaMHU, [IOTOM IPOSIBUIICS MOKPbI PO30BbII HOC, YIIIM C KUICTOYKaMU Ha
KOHYMKaX, a JaJbllle U caM KOT MaTepraIn30BaJICs, sIPKO-PbIKEro oKpaca ¢ OeJIbIMU MOATaIaMy Ha
Mopie U rpyaud. PocTom oH ObLT ¢ TpEXJIETHETO peOEHKA, IOBOJILHO YITUTAHHBIN, C KPYTJIBIM KUBOTH-
koM. OH mapuj B BO3yXe HalIpOTHB MEHs1, Hapyllasi BCE 3aKOHbl (PU3UKHU, IOKUPYS. MEHSI UMEHHO
TUM.

— Oi1, mamouku! Bprich, HeurcTast cuia! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA UCITyTaHHO, 3alphIriBasi 0OpaTHO Ha
KpOBaTh ¥ OTOErast K JaJbHEH KOJIOHHE.

— Cama ThI HeuHncTasi, — OypKHYJI OOMKEHHO KOT, — a s 32 COOOM CIIeXY, KaK/Ibli IeHb BbUIU-
3bIBAIOCh.

— MpITbCs HaJI0, @ HE BBUIM3BIBATHCS, — EXU/JHO [TapUpoBaJla Ha aBTOMAre, Ha YTO PhIKUI OCKa-
JIWJICS U 3alLUIIEN.

«Jla, IyTOK OH He MOHMMAET», — pelria mpo ceds 1 JoOaBIIIa yKe U3BUHSIONIMMCS TOHOM:

—ITpocTu, HO JIETAOIIUI KOT 3TO Y:Ke CIIUIIKOM JJIsi MOE! HEPBHOM CUCTEMBI, IOCTATOYHO OBbLIIO
TOT'0, YTO Thl TOBOPSILIMI.

— Bo-niepBbix, 51 HE KOT, a (pamuiibsAp! A BO-BTOPbIX, HE JIETAIOLLMIL, a JIEBUTUPYIOLIHIA, — MAYK-
HYJI HEJOBOJILHO KOT, C HAZJMEHHBIM BHUJIOM IJIS1/1s1 HA MEHS.

[NepBblii UCITyT OTCTYNHJI, ¥ JIIOOOIBITCTBO B35JI0 BBEPX, PACTSIHYB I'yObl B YJIBIOKE, TIPOrOBO-
puJia IPUMHUPUTENBHO:

— Ilpoctu, noxainyicra, st He XoTena Tedsi OCKOpOUTDb, IPOCTO 37eCh BCE TAK CTPAHHO M HOBO
IUTsI MeHsI. A aBail HAUHEM Haille 3HaKOMCTBO cHavyasia? Mens [lenb 30ByT, a TeOs?

CrienianbHO COKpaTU/Ia MMs, NTOYEMY-TO HE :kejlash Ha3biBaTh MosiHoe. Cliplliana OT CTapbix
JIOJIeH, YTO Ha UMsI MHOTO 3arOBOPOB CJIeJIaTh MOKHO, a pa3 TOT PIKHUU 00IagaeT Mariei, To TeM
6oJiee CTOUT yMOTYarh.

—YT0 32 UM TAKOE, HETIOHATHOE M KOPOTKOE, — MPOOYpYas KOT HEIOBOJIHO U BBHIITSITUB ITYIIIN-
CTYIO IpyaAb BIiepes npeactaBuics: — KblHCAlCKUI CeBEpHBIN sipMall, HO XO3sIMH 30BET MEHs COKpa-
mEHHO Krics.

He cmorna criepxarh CMEIIOK, HO TYT e CIpsITaia YIbIOKY, IPUKPHIB JIAJOHBI0. DTO OH e
YTO-TO TOBOpMII TTpo Mo€ umMs?! Kaxkercs, y ero Xxo3siHa Xopoiiiee YyBCTBO I0MOpa.

— MHe oueHb NpUSITHO, — MPOrOBOPHMIIA, KAK MOXKHO CIIOKOMHEH, ciep:KuBast yiablOKy. Pemmna
CMEHHTh TEMY, YTOOBI TIEPEBECTH JIbIXaHUE. — A TIoueMy 371eCh Tak TeMHO? Y Bac B IOMe HET 2JeK-
TpruyecTBa’?

— 3aueM HaM KaKoe-TO JIMITPUIECTBO, — OypkHy Kbicsl, — y Hac Marus ectb. HyxHO nipocto
B JIQJIOUIH XJIOTTHYTh.

— XJIONHYTb U BCE? — HE TIOBEPUJIA 51 U YXMBLIbHYIACh.
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3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

— WimenHo Tak! Xnomnaii, qaBaii! — CKoMaH10BaJI 3TOT PbIKUI Haxall.

S, BCE emeé HaxoAsACh MOJ BIIEYATIICHUEM OT BCErO MPOUCXOISAIIETO, TIOBUHOBAJIACH U IBAKIbI
XJIOIHYJIA.

®oHapuku, BUCAIIME HA OJIEHBUX pOrax, HEOKUIAHHO BCIBIXHYJIM Pa3HOLBETHBIMU OTOHb-
KaMH, OCBelllasi BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT. ByTOHBI IBETOB O:XMJIM M MEJUIEHHO MPUHSUIUCH pacITyc-
KaTbCs, IpeoOpaxast 3eJIEHbIe CTeHBI B IBETYIIMI 1 Onaroyxaronmii caa. KoMHaTy HaromHUI npusiT-
HBII LIBETOYHBII apOMaT, OUY€Hb 3HAKOMBII U B TO K€ BpEMs HET.

— Kakas kpacoruma! — npoienTaia B MOJHOM BOCTOpre, 3aBOPOXEHHO HaOMo1as 3a mpeoo-
pa’keHUEM CHAJIbHU.

— Moii x03511H ellE U He TaKOe MOXKET, — FOPAO OTBETUJ KOT, IPOIUIBIBAs MUMO MEHSI.

OH rpé6 nankaMu Mo-JISryIiaybd, a XBOCTOM 3aJaBajl ceOe Hy:)kHoe HarpasieHue. [TocMor-
pejia Ha Hero B TMOJHOM M3YMJICHUH U Jjake BBITSHYJIa PyKy, TOMaxaB Moj KOTOM, yOekIasch, YTo
HUKaKue BepEBKM ero He Aepxkat. Poukuii, OpOCHB HAa MEHSI CHUCXOAUTEIIbHBIA B3IJIsI, TTPOIOIIKIAT
JIEBUTHPOBATb.

— He nonumato, Kak Thl 3TO Jie/Iaeliib? — CIIPOCKJIA €r0, YYBCTBYSI ceOsl TOJTHOM Ty POYKOM.

— 3TO MpOCTO, MsIy, TH TOKE TaK CMOKEIIIb, — IPOMYPJIBIKAJ OH, OOJIM3bIBast YCH M PO3OBBIN
HOC.

— IIpuKosbHO. .. — BCE, 4TO CMOIVIa OTBETUTh HAa ITO COMHUTEJIBHOE 3asIBIICHUE.

— Xoyenib NonpoOoBath? — BAPYT MpeAokml Kbics, 3aroBOpIIUIKY yIBIOHYBIIUCH U JEMOH-
CTpUpYsl MHE J1aJIleKo He 0e300uIHbIe OeJIOCHEKHbIE OCTphIEe 3yOKH.

Ortkazarbest s He ycnena. IEnkHYB IByMSI KOTTSIMHU, Kak Mbl najbiiaMu, KbIcsl 4TO-TO THXO
OypKHYJI, & TOTOM JIyHYJI B MOIO CTOpoHY. Horm camu oTopBastuch OT 3eMJIH, U 1, MEIJICHHO MPUHSLIA
TOPU30HTAJIbHOE MOJIOKEHNE, JIMLIOM BHU3. Bo BceM Tesie nosiBUiIach Takasi JIETKOCTh, CJIOBHO I'PaBU-
Talliy He CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

— MaBaii, rpebu pykamu, — CKOMaHJJOBJI PbIKUM, HEOXKUAAHHO OKA3aBIIMCh Ha MOy ¥ IJISAS
Ha MEHsI CHU3Y BBEPX.

S mocnymiHo caenana rpedoK, IOTOM eIng U elmg, n300pakasi JATYIIKY U IJIABHO TiepeMeIiasich
10 KOMHATe.

— Vx 1b1! D10 NoTpscaoiie! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA B3BOJIHOBAHHO, IPOIUIbIBAS HaJl KPOBAThIO, U TYT
BHE3aIIHO pPyXHYJla BHU3, Ha MATKYIO roctesb. — Oii!

— Ha nepBblii pa3 10CTaTOYHO, — HPABOYUYMTENILHO 3aMETUJI PbIKUM, — TPATUTh CUITY TOIYCTY,
[JIyTo.

Pa3BepHyBI1IMCh Ha CITMHY, pacIulacTalach Ha MOCTEN B TI03€ MOPCKOM 3BE3/Ibl M PACCMESLIACh.

— Oxpeners! 1 nomnana B ckazky! — BBIpBAJIOCh HEITPOM3BOJIBHO, A AAJIbLIE MEHs CIIOBHO IPO-
pBasio: — Tak BOT 4TO 3HaUMT Marusi! A 31ech Bce yMEIOT Maruuuth? A s MOTy HayuuTbcs? A JieTarhb
MOXHO OECKOHEUHO WJIM HYXeH 3arac sHepruu? Ciyinaid, a Bejb Thl MHE TaK ¥ He CKa3aJl, KTO TBOU
XO3SIMH?

— YrOMOHHMCh, XKEHIIWHA, 3aU4eM CTOJbKO BOIPOCOB, — IMpodopmoTan Keicsi, HEJOBOIBHO
(ripua, — co BpeMeHeM Bc€ y3Haelb. A cefiuac Te0s1 Hy)KHO NepeoeTh K MPUXOY X03sMHa.

— A xorja oH npuET? — HACTOPOXKHUBIIIMCh, IIOUHTEpecoBanack 5. — Hazgeloch, oH y 1ebs1 cum-
MATUYHBIN?

— OX yX 9T TOOOYHBIE AEHCTBUSI, — IPUKPBIB I71a3a, poBopyai Kbics 1 cHOBa IENKHYIT KOT-
Tamu. OIMH U3 CYH/IYKOB, CTOSIIIIUX BO3JIe CTEHBI, OTKpbUICA. — [laBaii, BHIOMpaii, a TO B UCTIOAHEM
BCTpEYaTh X0351HA HETOke, — CKOMaH/I0BaJl OH, YKa3blBasi HA CYHIYK.

— B kakoMm em¢ «ucnogHem»? — BO3MYTUJIACh, OIMISIABIBAs ceOsi ¢ HOT [0 TOJIOBBI. — DTO CHOp-
THBHas popma 115 Oera.

— Hy He 3Hal0, BBIIVISITUT TakK, CJIOBHO ThI 3a0blIa OIETHCS, BBIXO[S U3 IOMA, — [T0YECaB 32 YXOM,
OTBETWJI PbIKUU.

— YTOOHI THI B TOM IMOHUMAJI, BOJIOCATHII! — BO3pa3miia s, HO BCE ke OTIIPABUIIACH K CYHIYKY.
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OnycTUBIIMCH HA KOPTOUYKH Y CYH/IyKa, TIPUHSUIACH BHITACKUBATD 110 OUEpeIy BEIlU, paccMar-
puBas X, BCE OObIIE XMYPsICh. — DTO UTO 32 MPOLUIBI Bek? Pybaxu anmmuHHbIe, capadaHsl CTpaH-
HbIe, a rae OpIoKH, cBUTepa, (PyTOONKM?

— JKenmuna B 6prokax? Kakoe koryHcTBo! OHa He OJKHA HOCHTH OpIOKHM! — BO3MYIIEHHO
3asiBUJI KOT, KpUBSI HEJJOBOJILHO MOPILY.

— JKenmHa BoOOIIe HUKOMY HUYEro He NOKHA! — mapupoBaja s, MoKuMasi Tuiedamu. — A
JaBaii-Ka, JIydile B APYroM CYHAYKe MOCMOTPHM.

— Henb3s, Tam X03s1iicKoe! — NCTepUYHO B3BU3THYJI PHUKHIA U OBICTPO MEpeMeCTUICS K Coce/l-
HEMY CYHJYKY, CasiCh Ha Hero. —Msy, He cmeii!

— MHe MOXHO, s IEBOYKa, a Hy, OpbICh OT ciofa! — MPUrpo3miIa KOTy U MaxHy/la pPyKaMu, Kak
ObI CrOHSISI.

KakoBo xe ObUIO MOE yauBIIeHHME, Korjaa, OeqHoro Keicio u mpapaa oTOpOCHIIO B CTOPOHY,
XOpOIIIO, YTO OH YMeJ JIEBUTUPOBATh.

— Oi1! — nucKHyNIa UCYTaHHO, YCTaBUBLIMCH HA pblkero. — Kak 3To nomyuumnocs?

— Kak-kak, momya! — 6ypKHYJI HETOBOJILHO OH U 100aBuII: — [TosiBMIIach Ha MOIO TOJIOBY.

— Bort, nymaii B cieytomuii pas, KOro B TOCTH ITyCKaelllb, — [IOCOBETOBAJIA €XMJHEHBKO, 3aJ1e3as1
B XO3SIMCKUI CYHIYK. — Tak, 4To TYT y Hac ecTb?

[NokomaBIvch XOPOIIEHHKO B BEIlaxX, sl BCE K€ CMOIVIa HalTH Hy)kHOe AJsl ceds. bpioku u3
TUIOTHOM TKaHU, KOHEYHO, OTPOMHBIE, HO sI PEIInIIa MOATOSICaTh MX BEPEBKOM, a CAMU OPIOYMHBI MO
BepHysa. CBepXy Hazesa HeOECHOTo IBeTa MIEIKOBYI0 pyOaxy ¢ IMMPOKMMHU pyKaBaMH, Y KOTOPOM
MaHKEeThl 3aBSI3bIBAJIMCH Ha 3amscThe. Ha Horax, KOHEYHO ke, OCTaBMIJIA KPOCCOBKH, B JIU 37€Ch
MOXHO HalTU MOHW pa3MepuuK U3 0OyBU. 3aBepIIAOIIMM 3JIEMEHTOM B rapaepoOe crajia KoxkaHasi
KUJIETKA, C peMEIIKaMU 3aCTEXKAMU T10 LIEHTPY U OOKaM.

— Hy BoT, Tak MHe BrojiHe KOM(OPTHO, TOJIBKO OOJIBIIEBATO HEMHOTO, — TPOTOBOPHJIA YXMBI-
Js15Ch, 00epHYBIIHCH K Kbice 1 1eMOHCTpUpYs Hapsi.

Poixuii cuaen Ha KpoBaTH, HEPBHO OWJI XBOCTOM M CMOTpeJI Ha MeHsI ¢ ykopoMm. [TomoTas yapy-
YEHHO MOPJOH, OH B OYEPEIHON pa3, 3aKaTUB I71a3a K MOTOJKY, a MOTOM IIEIKHYB KOTTSIMHA U YTO-
TO IIENHY/. Benm Ha MHE MOMEHTaJILHO TIPUHSIIM HYKHBIA pa3Mep, 3aCTaBlisisi aXHYTh OT HEOXH-
JOaHHOCTH.

— Vx thi! Kak 310poBo! — BOoCK/IMKHY/Ia, onIynbiBast ceOsi. — Tereps s MpocTo UeaabHO OfieTa.
A 3epkaJio y Bac ecTh?

— Tam, — 1eHMBO yKa3aJl peIKUH BJIEBO, — B KJIAJJOBKE.

— Ilouemy B kiamoBke? Heyxkemu TBOW XO3SMH HACTOJIBKO CTpAIlleH, YTO HE jKelaeT ceOst
BUJIETh? —[IOMHTEPECOBAIACH, UPOHUYHO BCKUHYB OPOBb.

— He roBopu riynocru, Ipocto emy 3TO HE HYKHO, — (PBIPKHYJI PBUKUI, OTBOPAYMBASCH OT
MEeHsI U IEMOHCTPAaTUBHO YCTABUBILKCH HA PACITYCTHBIIHIACS IIBETOK.

ITO OH TaK XOTeJ HAMEKHYTb, UTO s €ro yXke yToMuia cBouMu Borpocamu? [loxas redamu,
HE CTasa JONbITBIBATHCS Jasbiie. [1ogoias K Hy)KHOU CTeHe, yBUENa Y3KYI0 HEITPUMETHYIO IBEPKY,
HO pyuku He Obuto. [ToBoaMIA NaJIOHSMU TO TMOBEPXHOCTH, WA PHIYAKOK MM 3aIIENKy, HO TaK
HHUYEro ¥ He HallIa.

—3710..., a Kak oHa OTKpbIBaeTcsa? CHOBA HY)KHA Marusi? — CIpoCHia HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHO.

— Her, npocTto Ha’xkmMu Ha He€, — OTBETUJI KOT, YCTABIIIMM TOJIOCOM, Jake He OOepHYBILIUCH U
BCEM BHJIOM TIOKa3bIBasi CBOE Oe3pazinyiue.

HasxaB Ha iepeBsSHHYIO MaHelb, YCIbIIIANA METY0K, U IBEPh CKPHUITyYe OTBOPHIIACH. XJIOMHYB
IBa pasa, 0XKJAIach TYCKJIOrO CBETa IMOJ MOTOJKOM, U OCMENNJIach, HAKOHEIl, 3arIssHyTh BHYTPb.
370 OKazajach HeOONbINAs KaMOpPKa, Ijie ObUI CBaJieH B Ky4y pasHblid xjaM. Ha BepXHUX moskax
JIeXaIM YeM-TO TUIOTHO HAOUThIe MEIIKK. YyTh HUKe JIekKaM 3a1achl B TEMHBIX OaHKaX U KOKaHbIX
oypmiokax. CymméHble TpaBbl, TpUObl, ApeBecHast KOpa, MOX, BCE 3TO TOXE MPUCYTCTBOBAJIO YkKe B
CYLIEHOM BUJE.
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B camom fasibHEM yIITy CTOSUIO 3abUIEHHOE 3€PKAJIO C MEHSI POCTOM, B CTAPUHHOM MO30JI0YEH-
Hoit pame. [logois Kk Hemy, MOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOE OTPak€HUE U OCTaIaCh BIOJIHE IOBOJIbHOM. Berum
CUZENY UJeaTbHO, CIOBHO OBUTM Ha MEHsI CIIUTHI. § MOXomuiia Ha MHUPATKy COLIEIIIYI0 C Kopaoms
B TIOPT.

— Cucrath Bcex HaBepx! — KpUKHYJIAa TPOMKO, BooOpaxas cedsi ¢ cabneid. — DX, MHe Obl emme
LAY, TPEYTONKY!

Ha moeii ronoBe MaTepuaim3oBasach HUIsANa, MMEHHO Takasi, KOTOpYIo 51 ce0e U MpeCcTaBuiIa.

— Obanners! — MUCKHY/Ia BOCXUIIEHHO, Pa3IIsAbIBasi CBOE OTpakeHHe B 3epkajie. — Koics, unn
crofia, ckopei!

B kaMoOpKy ucIyraHHO 3arfisiHyJ1 KOT, YOeAMBIIKCH, YTO OMACHOCTH HET, IIOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS
BOIPOCHUTEJHHO, MIOTOM OIEHUBAIOIIE, CKIIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK.

— Bupen? — cipocuiia ¢ BOCTOprom. — §I KakuM-To 4y[JOM CMOIJIa HAKOJIIOBATh NI !

— Kaskercs, B 3TOT pa3 MHe MOBE3J10, Msly, — CKa3aJl OH 33/[yMUYHBO, TIOCJIe HEMPOAOKUTETBHON
nay3bl.

— B uém? — nonHTEepecoBasach JOOOIBITHO, POAOIIKASI KPYTUTHLCS MEPe/l 3ePKaJIOM.

— Ckyuarb He pUIETCS, — OTBETUJI OH MEJILKOM U TEePeBEN TeMy, — MOWAEM Yail MuTh ¢ Onu-
HAaMH, a TO yKe eCTh OXOTa.

Sl cormacHO KMBHYJIA U TIOCTIENITMJIA 32 KOTOM, KOTOPBIN YK€ JIEBUTUPOBAJI BHU3 10 CTYIIEHSM,
B CTOPOHY KYXHH.

CHyCTI/IBHH/IC]), OCTaHOBHMJIACh BO3JIE BOpPOXa OHCKIbI, BBIBAJIEHHOM Ha HIICCK U YCMCXHYBIIHCD,
3aMeTua:

— A 3TO THI 3I0POBO MPUAYMAJ, UIIEHKH SBHO HE OKMIAJM TAKOTo MOjIapKa Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY,
a BOT CKJISIHKH JKaJIKO, CTOJIBKO JICKAPCTBAa YHUYTOXKNIL.

— 3aro Xu3Hb TeOe crac, — MOy4uTeNbHO cKazan Kpics. — ¥V HUX HIOX 32 BEpCTY UyeT, clie]
MOXHO TOJIBKO CHJIBHBIM 3aI1aXOM MepeOuTh.

— A OTKyJa OHU PO MeHs y3HAIU? — CIIPOCHJIA YKe CEPbE3HO.

— DTH IICHI OPTAN YUYsUIU, KOJIeOaHHs SHEPTeTUIECKOTO TOJIsl, — OXOTHO MOSICHUJI PhUKUH. —
B 3TOM MHpe uyKaKkoB He JIIOOSIT.

— A 9TO %€ Thl XO3MHY CKaXeIllb? — IOMHTEPECOBAIACH €XHTHO.

— Ilpunymaro! — ckazay OH, HapPaBJISAACh K pa3OUTOMY CTEKJIy Ha TIOJY, s TOILIA CIEIOM.
OCTaHOBUBIIKCH BO3JI€ MPUJIMYHOM JTyKH, TAXHYBLIEW TPaBaMH, OH yAPYUYEHHO MOKavyaJl roJIOBOM U
I'POMKO KPUKHYJI METENKe: — DU, JIOXMarasi, 4ero Chuiib, 3a padoTy mopa!

Merna, crosiBIasi BCE 3T0 BpeMsl B YIITy BO3JIE JBEPH, BCTPETICHY/IACh, PACIYIIMIIA IPYTUKU 1
TMIOCTICIINIIA 3aHSTHCS YOOPKOH. PaMMITbsip IOBOJILHO KMBHYJI M HAITPABUIICS K CTOIY, TIOJHSIB XBOCT
TpyOOi1 M BBIIATUBAs, CIOBHO MOJIEJb 10 NoauyMy. S yibiOHyaach, HaOmoaast 3a HUM, CKOJIBKO TOp-
noctd 1 nadoca ObUJIO B €ro IJIaBHBIX JBMKEHUsIX. Hy MpsiM, UCTUHHBIN KBIHCAWCKUI CEBEPHBIH
sspmai! XOTs s IOHATHS He MMeJa, KaK OH JIOJKEH BHIIJISIIETh Ha CaMOM Jielie.

[Tonoiias k croiy, MOKOCKIIaCh HAa OTPOMHBIN TECAK, BOTKHYTBIN B pa3/iesiouHyio 4ocky. Ceityac
OH ObUT OOBIKHOBEHHBIM HOXOM, HO s IOMHIMJIA, KaK JIOBKO OH PyOMJI KOpeHbsI TIPH MOEM TepBOM
nosieieHny. Kot 3ameTnst MO B3IJISI M yXMBUTbHYBIIUCH TaK €XUAHEHBKO, 3asSBUII:

— O f1a, 3TOT IpyKOK OBIBAET OUEHB OIACEH, HO TOJIBKO MO MpUKazy xo3siuHa. Caauck, He O0csI.

[puces Ha naBouky psgom ¢ Keiceid, moO0MBITHO HaOMOOaa, KaK METEIKA aKTUBHO COOUpaeT
CTEKJIA B CABOK, KOTOPBII BCSIUECKH CTapaJiCsl IOACTABUTDH cedsl Moy dliie. 3aKOHYMB YOOPKY CO CTeK-
JIOM, METENKa OTITpaBUIIach OOPATHO B CBOM YroJ, a Ha €€ MECTO MPUIIOI3IIA, CIOBHO I'YCEHHUIIA, TTOJI0-
Basl TPAIKA, KOTOpasi aKTUBHO BHITEpJIa HACYXO TOJI, yOupasi BCe Cliebl KOIYHCTBA KOTa.

— Onu 4TO, XUBBIE? — MIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH MIEMOTOM y COCE/Ia, BOCXMIIASCH CTOMb YAOOHBIM
criocobom yoopku. Bot 661 MHe Tak ymers! IIEnkHyN manpiiamMmu 1 BCE camo yopasioch.

Kot nmocmoTpen Ha MeHsl yIuBIEHHO, OYATO s TAKYIO TIIYNOCTh CMOPO3MIIA.
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— DTO BCEro JMIb ObITOBasi Marusi, Msi-y, — OTBETUJI OH JIEHUBO, — OHA 3/1€Ch TIOBCIOAY.

— 3HauuT, 3TO HE CaMU MTPEIMETHI KUBbIE? — YTOUHMIIA 1, JO KOHIIA TAK U HE OCO3HABasl CMBICII
3TOI Maruu.

— Hy nouemy e, HEKOTOpbIE MPeAMEThl OUYEHb JJaKe pa3yMHBbl, — 3asABWI Kbicd Ha mosHOM
cepbe3e, — U OMacHBbI.

Moil KenyIoK *kalnoOHO 3aypyaji, HAlOMUHAs, YTO TOCJAECIHUN pa3 s efa Heleso Haszafl.
Poikuii, yeiplas 3T0, pacIuibuiCs B paJOCTHOM YJIBIOKE U 3a5BUJI TPOMKO:

— Taxk, Ham cpouHO Hy)kHO noakpenuTbes! A Hy-ka, Hucce, HakpbiBaii Ha cron!

Crouso eMy cka3aTh CTPaHHOE CJIOBO, KaK BOKPYI HAC 3aKPYKWJINCh YAllIKU, TAPEJIKUA U BCE
octanbHOe. He mpoIio 1 mapbl MUHYT, Kak CTOJI ObLT HAKpHIT. Llenas cTonka cBexencrede€HHbIX Om-
HOB KpacoBaJjach Nepes HaMH, KpbIHKa CO CMETaHOM, N1ajia ¢ BApEHbEM, CYILIKH, IEYeHbE, TACTUIA.
Ha rumTe nibIxTesn JailHuK, a U3 IeYr JOHOCHUIICSI apOMarT CBeXel CIOOBI.

Bcé 310 mponcxonuio caMo co00i, YalHUK Pas3Iril KUITSITOK IO YalllKaM, MTUPOXKU BHICKAKHU-
BaJIM MPSIMO M3 TEYM Ha TapesKy, U MX CBEpXY CHUTEUKO IMOCHINAIO CAXapHOW IMyApOH. YAWBIEHHO
Ha0Jo1ana 3a 4yJioM, IPOUCXOAUBIIMM MPSMO Ha MOMX I71a3ax. Momva 3aBUJOBaJia, YTO B HAIIEM
MHUpe HUYero mojoOHOro He nMesock. Kakoii ke y Hac CKyYHBI MU, OKa3bIBaeTcs!

Buns mo€ omenomiiénHoe nio, Kbicst JOBOJIBHO MOTEP JIAIIKKA U CKa3aJl:

— Vromaiics [lenb.

YroBapuBaTh MEHsI HE TIPUIILIOCH, B3SIB C TAPEJIKA PyMSIHBIN OJIMH, 0OMaKHYJIa ero B IUaJty co
CMETaHOH U OTKycHa. — MMM. .., nivia 60roB! — O1axeHHO MpoOOpMOTaia, PUKpPbIBas T1a3a OT
HaCJIaX ICHUS.

— Yry, cMeTaHKa Xopolla, — COrTacuiICs OH, OOIM3bIBasI YCHI.

Korma mepBblii rosio ObUT YTOJEH, 51 Pelliia BEPHYThCS K Paccrpocam, MoKa KOT TOTOB OTBe-
Yark.

— Tak movemy MITIEHKH He TOOAT YyXaKoB? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH JTIOOOIBITHO, MTOJTBAs cebe
B YallIKy apOMAaTHbII Yail.

— Hy kak ckazarb, — MslyKHYJI JIOBOJIbHO, OTBETUT KbICs, BbITM3bIBAs JIally, U3Ma3aHHYIO B CMe-
TaHe. EMy sIBHO JIbCTHJIO MOE BHUMaHKeE U JII0OONBITCTBO. — OpKH, HAIPUMED, KaK TOJIBKO MPUXOAST
B HAlll MUP, HAUMHAIOT BCE BOKPYT KPYIIUTh U JOTOBOPUTHCSI C HIMU HEBO3MOXHO. [ HOMBI — TOpraim
BCE BpEMs MMBITAIOTCS YTO-TO MPOAATh U MPHU 3TOM OOMaHyTb. DJb(]bl 3aHOCUUBBI U BLICOKOMEPHBI,
CUMTAIOT ce0si BhICIIEN pacoi U TpeOyloT MOKJIOHeHUs1. OOOPOTHH JIe3yT CO CBOMMH 3aKOHAMH, He
CUMTASICh C HAIIMIMU, HY U TaK Jlasiee. ..

Cnymana ero, OTKpbIB pOT U He BepsI 10 KOHIIA, YTO BCEX, KOTO MEPEYUCITIIT KOT, JEUCTBUTEILHO
CymecTByIoT. Mo€ co3HaHMe TO-TIpekHEMY OaTaHCHPOBAJIO HAa TPaHKM PETbHOCTH U CKa3KH, 0OSICh
chesaTh Iar B Ty WIM UHYIO CTOPOHY U TIPUHSITD TPaBLy.

— U yacto oHM K BaM 3aris/AbIBAIOT? — CIPOCUJIA, OLIAPALIEHHO MOpPrasl.

— VBB, 13, ¥ IPUYMHSIOT Ky4y HETIPUSTHOCTEH, — pa3Bes JlaaMu, OTBETHIT PhUKHUI.

— Cnymiaii, a ApakoHbl CYIIECTBYIOT? — MIOUYEMY-TO HIENOTOM U C MPUJbIXaHUEM MTOMHTEPECO-
BaJIach .
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4 ri1asa

Kot nocMotpen Ha MeHs HOJ03pUTESIBHO, IPHILYY PUB CBOM ITIa3UIIIH, CJIOBHO 1 CITPOCHIIA O YEM-
TO 3arpeTHOM. [10ToM HEpBHO JEPHYI YIIaMHM, BBITEP JIallOi YCbl, KAK HACTOSIILIUI rycap, U B3AOXHYI
I'PYCTHO.

— Korga-To cymectBoBaji. .. — HaKOHEL TPOM3HEC OH, — STOT MUP PaHblIIe IPUHAJIEKAI pa-
KOHaM.

— Panpie? — nepecripocuia HenoHnMaiome. — Heyskenu oHu Opocrii CBOi MUp U yJeTesn?

— VBB, HET, —MOTHYJI MOpIoW KbICs, — UX YHUUTOXMIIH.

—Kr10? — Bock/IMKHYJ1a B3BOIHOBaHHO. [1ycTh 51 HUKOI/Ia HEe BUJEsa APaKOHOB, HO MHE [TOYeMY-
TO CTAJIO Y)XaCHO OOMIHO 32 HUX. — KTO OBbLT CIOCcOOEH CrIpaBUThCS ¢ TAKMUMH CHJIbHBIMH U MOT'YIIIe-
CTBEHHBIMH CYIIIECTBAMU?

— Ko-p-p-po-ne-Ba... — mpopelyaji TUXO KOT, — U €€ IPUCHICIIHUKH. . .

IoHs1a Ha CKOJIBKO OOJIBHO 9TO BOCIIOMMHAHUE [T (paMuUIIbsipa, HO POCHYBILIEECs JII0OOMbIT-
CTBO HE eJlajlo OTIycKarb. OueHb XOTeJIOCh Y3HATh UCTOPHIO 3TOIO MHpa, CJIOBHO OHA Kacajach U
MEHS JIMYHO.

— Pacckasku, noxainyiicrta! — nonpocuia yMOJISIOUIMM T'OJOCOM.

Kbics I1siHY1 Ha MeHsl MPOHMLIATENBHO, MBITAsICh ONPENEIUTb, JEUCTBUTENBHO JIU MHE 3TO
HYXKHO 3HaTb. [IOTOM COIIacCHO KMBHYJ U, 3a0paBIIMCh Ha CTOJ, JEJIOBUTO YCEJICS NepeJo MHOM,
n300paxas JeKTopa.

— Panplnie Harn Mup mporBeTast, Kpyrom ObUTH TOPbI ¢ XBOMHBIMH JIECAMH, PABHUHBI C MHOTO-
0Opa3HBIMH LIBETAMHU, TJI€ TIACJIHCh CTa/1a TPEKPACHBIX KUBOTHBIX. MOps M peKH, Kak apTepu, CHa0-
’KaJIv 3eMJII0 BJIaroi, No/IepXkK1Basi ornpeeeHHyIo TeMIlepaTypy Ha IJIaHeTe U TI03BOJIsAst BCEM KUTh
KoMopTHO. [IpakoHbl 00MTaM Ha BepimHax rop. OHKM CTpOMIM TaM cede 3aMKHU U3 OeIoro KamHs,
KOTOpbII OTpakaJl CUsSIHUE COJIHLIA U JIyHbl. B Hapone Takue 3aMKU BelWvaiu UCKpaMu. pakoHbI
ObLIM MYIPBIMHU, )KUJIU JIONT0, IPABIJIM CIPABEJIUBO. . .

— Tak Kak ke uX CMOIVIM YHUUTOXKHUTh?! — He CTepIieB BO3MYIIIEHH ], BOCKJIMKHYJIA 5.

Poikuil mocMoTpes Ha MeHsl YKOPU3HEHHO, MOJ1, HEBEXKJIMBO NepeOuBath JieKTopa. Boiiepkas
nay3y 1 NpU3BaB MeHs K CIIOKOWCTBUIO, OH MTPOJOJIKII PaccKas:

— [TotomMy 4TO OIMH MOJIOJOH APAKOH MOMIOOMIT MPUIILTYIO YaPOIEHKY.

— OX... — BBIJOXHYJIa 51 U3YMJICHHO.

Kbicst JOBOJIBHO YXMBUIBHYJICS MOyYEHHOM peaku oT MeHs. OH SIBHO kel pacTsHYyTh Y10-
BOJIbCTBHE, HO MOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO HE JaBAJIO MY 3TOTO ClIeJIaTh.

— Hy, u uro xe? Pa3Be 1pakoHam Helb3sl MOOUTh? — HE yaepKajlach OT OYepeJHOro BOIpoca,
HEpBHO MOEP3aB Ha CKaMeMKe.

— Ecmn Ob1 Bc€ ObUTO Tak MpocTo, — (bIpKkHYA Kbics. — [IpakoHBl MOTYT BITIOOMTBCS TOJIBKO B
WCTUHHYIO, a YK €CJIM HallIM €€, TO HUKOMY He oTHaayT. Bece cokpoBuilia Mupa mojoxar K Horam
BO3JIIO0JIEHHOH U JIa)e CBOIO XKU3Hb...

— A 4TO B 3TOM IJIOXOr0? — CIPOCHJIa YAUBJIEHHO, HE IOHUMAs, YEM e TaK HEeJOBOJIEH KOT.

— A IJIOXO TO, YTO TaKUE YyBCTBA UCIIBITBIBAET TOJIBKO JAPAKOH, €r0 e UCTUHHASA, OKA3aBILIUCh
YapoJIelKoii, cMoIJIa CBOIO CBA3b 000PBaTh, — OTBETUJI HPABOYUUTEJILHO PbIKUIA, CIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO
TeopeMy JI0Ka3aJl.

— Oro, s ynTasna B KHUrax, 4TO 3TU YyBCTBA OOBIYHO B3aMMHBI, — TPOTOBOPHIIA 33/lyMYHBO.

— OO6bIYHO TaK 1 ObLIO, — cortacuiicst Kvicst u 1006aBHII rpycTHO, — HO He B 3TOT pas. [lomyuniock
TaK, 4TO JPAKOH cTasl paboM cBoell ncTiHHOM! lanbiie ObUIM BOMHBI 32 TEPPUTOPHH, YHUUTOKEHHE
APpaKOHbUX POJOB, Nepesiest npasieHus. Yaponeiika oTKpbUla MOpTal U MPUBEJIA COPATHUKOB, KOTO-
pble cOo3/1aM apMMI0 MEPTBBIX. Be3IyIIHBIX MOHCTPOB, TOTOBBIX YHUUTOXATh BCE HA CBOEM ITyTH.
Ona no6miack MOJHOTO KOHTPOJIS HAJl MUPOM.
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— Her... — npomenrana, omapaieHHo s Ha KOTa U He Bepsi CBOMM ylaM. — Jla oHa IpocTo
crepBa!

— be3 3amuThl ApakoHOB JIOIM HE MOIIM CONPOTHUBIIATHCS MArMy YapoIeKu, — MPONOIKIII
TOBOPUThH PBIKUM, NMPHUKPHIB IJ1a3a, CIOBHO 3aHOBO IPOKMBAJ T€ CTpalllHble BpeMmeHa. — basanc
SHepruid ObUI HAPYIIEH, MUP TOTPY3UJICS B MOCTOSTHHYIO CEPOCTb, MOPS BBICOXJIM, IPEBpaIIasich B
MYCTBIHIO, PEKU CTaJI OOJIOTOM, TOPbl PACCHINAIUCH B MTPaX, OCTABJISAS JIUIIb OCTPhIE MUKW CKAIBHBIX
nopof. BoT 4to TBOpUT MCTHHHAs JIIOOOBb C IPaKOHAMM, — MOIBITOXMI Kbics, OTKpbIBas r1asa u
pa3apa)keéHHO IEPrasi XBOCTOM.

— Hey:xenu HM 0IHOrO ApakoHa HE OCTAJIOCh? — MOUHTEPECOBANIACH $1, TIBITASICh CIIOKUTH BCIO
MOJTy4YEHHYI0 MH(MOPMALIMIO B TOJIOBE.

— JlpakoH, JIOOMBIIUI YapoIeHKy eie KUB, HO OH 3aKOJIJIOBAH U HE TIOMHUT CBOW UCTUHHBIN
00JHK, — IPOrOBOPUJI KOT PACCTPOEHO, M MHE JIaKe TIOKA3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro I1a3a 3a0ecTeN OT BIIart.

3axoTenoch HeMeUIEHHO TOITIaJUTh €r0 3a YIIKOM yCIOKauBasi, HO (paMuIbsIp HE AaJl TAaKON
BO3MOHOCTH, IIPOCTO PACTBOPSISICH B BO3/AYXE.

— Ilopa cnatb, 3aBTpa JOrOBOpUM, — MPO3BYYaJl €r0 IojoC ykKe U3 APYroro KOHLA KOMHAThl
BO3JIE JIECTHULIBI.

Bcé em€ nHaxomsch moj BHEYaTJIEHHWEM paccKasa, He MOIIa YHATH JKelaHue pa3o0parbes
TOJTyYIlle B 3TOH 3allyTaHHOW MCTOpPHHU. B rojioBe KpyTHJIOCh MHOKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, HO s BBIOpasa
caMblid BaKHbII HA JaHHBI MOMEHT. Pa3 OH He X0Tes1 TOBOpUTh HAlIPSIMYIO O APAKOHE, 3HAUUT HYKHO
3alTU C APYroM CTOpoHbl. [JoOekaB 0 JECTHUIIBI, TOCIEIOBATa 32 HUM HaBEepX U CJIOBHO, MEKLY
MIPOYMM, CIIPOCHJIA C UPOHUEN B TOJIOCE:

— 3Haunt Bac nodeausaa nHomepsiHka? Ternepb MOHATHO, MOUYEMY BBl TaK OOUTECH MPHIILIBIX.
U rae xe ceituac ata yaponeiika?

Kor, menmmii Biepequ MeHsl, OCTAHOBHWIICS, HA €r0 XOJIKEe BOJIOCH BCTau apiooM. OH obep-
HYJICSl U 3bIPKHYJI HA MEHSI XUIIHBIM B3[JISIIOM, BblJaBasi CBOIO SIpOCTb. S axe OTCTyNuia Ha napy
CTyIIeHel, Ha BCAKUU Cllydyaid, BApPYT eme Opocutcs. Ho oH ObICTpO B3s1 ce0s B Jaribl, MPUKPHLT
I71a3a, c/1eNal IpIXaTeIbHYI0 TMMHACTUKY, a KOT/1a BHOBb IIOCMOTpEJI Ha MEH$I, Ha €ro MOP/ie YMTAJI0Ch
OOBIYHOE PABHOMYIIIKE.

— Ona oObsiBUIIA ce0s1 KOPOJIEBOM 3TOrO MHpa U MPABUT M BOT yXKe MATHCOT JIET, — MPOIIHTIIEST
OH, He c/IepXkuBas 37100y B royoce.

SMOLIMHY OKa3aJIMCh CUIIbHEN BhIAEP:KKU, KbIcs nbITasics ynepkaTh UX B Y3/€, HO I BUjIeNa, Kak
€ro KOI'Ti HEMPOU3BOJIbHO BIUJIMCH B IEPEBSHHYIO CTYIIEHD, keJasi pa3opBarh e€. OLIeHUB CUTYaLUIO
1 noBesieHne paMuibspa, s 3ayMUMBO IPOU3HECA:

— Ha..., BiKy oHa Tebe He OYeHb HPaBUTCS, BUMMO, TPABUT HEBaXXHO. Heyxkenu Hesnb3s1 3Toro
JPaKOHA MPOCTO PACKOJIOBATH?

Kbics pbIpKHYS HEAOBOIBHO M MOTHYJI FOJIOBOH, CIIOBHO YCIIBILIAJ MOJIHYIO YYIIIb.

— Ecnu ero packongoBath, TO OH BIAJAET B APOCTb M YHUUTOKUT ITOT MUP, MCTSI KOPOJIEBE WIIH
OyleT yHMUTOXKEH caM. A BOT, €CJIM €ro MPOOYAUTb. .. -- OTBETHI KbICsl MedTaTesIbHO.

Kot nponomxkui cBo€ roproe mecrsue B criasibHI0. [ToceoBasia 3a HUM MaIlMHAIBHO, IIPOKPY-
YyKBasi B TOJIOBE TPEeBOXKHBbIE MbIc/U. [IpencraBuia cebe ApakoHa, 3aTOUEHHOTO B TIENIepe, C KeJe3-
HBIM OLIEHUKOM Ha 1lee, TPUKOBAaHHBIM LIETISIMU K CKaJsle. A MOKET KOpOJieBa BbIpBaJia €ro cepale
U mpeBpartwia B KameHb? U Temepb, 4TOOBI PACKOJIIOBATh HYKHO TOIETIOBATh €ro, Kak B CKaske?
daHTa3us TYT ke HApUCOBaJIa YEllyryaTylo MOpy sIiepa, U s Mo&xKuIach or oTBpaieHus. Her, s
He roToBa cTaTh «mnpblHIieccoil», KOTopasi MORAET Ha TAKYIO KEPTBY.

— U kak xe 3Ty a1y MpoOyIuTh B HEM? — pelia yTOYHUTh, HE COBCEM MOHUMAsI JIOTHUKY
CKa3aHHOTO.

— JI1o60BBI0, KOHEYHO, — MPOCTO OTBeTU Kbicst. — Tl MOXeIlb Jieub Ha TIOCTEJIH.

— A pa3Be OH MOXeT pa3moOuTh yapoaerky? Beib oHa ero uctuaHas? — cripocuia s, irHOpH-
pys ero npeioxkeHue. B riyouHe qymm Haziesich, 4TO KOT OAyMAaeTCsl M COTTIACUTCS CO MHOI.
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Poikuii HEOKMIAHHO BO3HUK TEPE]l MOUM JIMIIOM, TIPUCTATIBHO TJIsI/isi OTPOMHBIMH 3€JIEHBIMU
[J1a3UINAMH U3YYalolie, a TOTOM PaCIUIBUICS B €XUIHOW YIIBIOOUKE, CIOBHO MPOYET MOU MBICIIH.

— Omna pazopsaJa cBsI3b, 2 3HAUUT CO BPEMEHEM U JPAKOH €€ yTpaTuil, s B 3ToM yBepeH. Emy
HY)XHa HOBas JMIOOOBb! — CKa3aJl OH YBEPEHHO, TIOTOM I0oYecal JIaroi 3a yXoM 1 100aBui: — B mpo-
pouecTBe cka3aHo: «PoXIEHHASI B OTHE YapoJeiika CMOXET YOUTb JIEIIero ¥ MpoOyIuTh IpakoHa!».

— Kakas vapopeiika?! Kakoro e semnero?! — oKpyI/iMB 11asa, yAUBJIEHHO MOPrHYJa mapy
pas, ¥ YTOUHMJIA CKeNITUYECKU: — YOUTh — 3TO, BOOOIIIE, B IPSIMOM WJIM TIEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE?

— A BOT 3TOrO HUKTO HE 3HAET, — OTBETWJ KOT, pa3BOAs JIAMKAMHU M PACTEPSIHHO MOXUMas
TUIeYaMH, TIPSIM KaK YesIOBeK.

—Taxk, kaxercs, s 3aryTagach! — MOTHYB I'OJIOBOH, OypKHYJIa M TOMAacCUPOBAJIA BUCKH, TBITASICh
YTUXOMHPHUThH MBICIM B TojoBe. — To ApakoH, To Jemmid. Yro BooOie y Bac 37ech MPOUCXOAUT?
Hapaii-ka, Kbicsa, HauHEéM Bcé cHavasa. KTo TBoil Xx03suH?

— Jlemmii, — OTBETHJI PBIKUI CO B3JJOXOM, OYATO TOJIBKO YTO BBIAAJ BEJIUKYIO TAWHY.

— Ox, MaMOYKH, Yac OT 4acy He Jierdye! — MUCKHY/a s, UCITYTaHHO OIJISIHYBIIWCH Ha JIBEPh
CMIAJIbHU, CJIOBHO O0s1J1aCh, 4TO OHA HEMEIEHHO OTBOPUTCS M B KOMHATY BOM/IET HETMIOHSTHOE CTPaIll-
HOE CYIIECTBO, 3€JIEHOI0 1IBeTa. 3aueM-TO MOHU3UB TrOJIOoC, CIIpOocua: — A Te ke Toraa CrpsiTaH
JPaKkoH?

damunbsip yXMBUIBHYJICS U PAaCTBOPWIICSL B BO3/yXe, SIBHO HE COOMpAsiChb OTBEYaTh Ha 3TOT
Borpoc. OH Bcerza Tak MocTymnaji, Korjaa He XOTell OTBeYarh.

— Hymaio, Tebe mopa OTJOXHYTb, TOTOM MPOAOIKMM 3TOT PAa3rOBOP. — MPOTSIHYJ OH JICHUBO,
yke oKazaBIIUCh roctenu. [IokpyTuscs Ha MecTe apy pa3, HaKOHeI YJIercsl, IUPOKO 3€BHYJI, IEMOH-
CTPUPYsL OCTPBIE 3yOHI.

Msue BApyr TOXe TaK CHMJIBHO 3aXOTeJIOCh CHaTh, & BCE MBICIM U BOMPOCHI, BEPTEBIINECS B
rOJIOBE, MOMEHTAJIbHO BBIBETPWJINCh, OCTaBJIsAsl IMycToTy. I1ogoiias K KpoBary, yJerach ¢ Ipyrou
cTopoHbl oT KbicH, craJiko 3eBHYJIa U 3aKpblia I71a3a, YYBCTBYS, KaK paccialisioTCsl BCE MBIIIIIBL.

VYernplna THX0e ypuaHue, MallMHAJIBHO MPOTSIHY/Ia PyKy M Todecaia KoThka 3a yxoMm. CHa-
Yajia OH 3amep, BUJMMO OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH, 51 IPUOTKPbLIA O/IMH IJIa3, TIIsIIs HA YIUBJICHHYIO MOPILY
KOTa, HO Yecarh He repectana. He Mmpomuio U HeCKONbKO CeKyHH, KaK 3TOT PhUKUI KOT JOBOJIBHO
Pa3BaIIIICS, TIO3BOJISISI MHE MTPOJOJIKUTD TPUATHYIO MPOLIEAYPY.

— Y Hac KOTHKOB JIIOOAT U YEIyT, — 3a4eM-TO IPOOOPMOTaa s, €€ pa3 3eBHYB, U COOUPAsICh
YCHYTb.

CoH MeIeHHO 3201 pajt MEeHsI B CBOM OOBSThSI, KaK BAPYT MPHUSITHOE YpUaHUe MPEKPaTHIIOCh, a
KOT METHYJICSI C KpoBaTu. fl oTKpbLIa ra3a v mocMoTpesnia Ha Kbicio, CTosiBIIIero Bo3Jie 1Bepy HABOCT-
puB yi. Ero XxBoct, mogHATHIN BepX TpyOOH, clierka MmojparnBal.

—Uro Tam? — cripocuia COHHO, — OTSITh UITIEUKU ?

— XyXe, — OTBETHJI PbUKHIA, OOEPHYBIINCH M HEPBHO JEPHYB YIIAMH, — XO35IMH BO3BPAII[aeTCsl.

— Jlemuit?! — NUCKHyNa UCITyTaHHO, PE3KO CaJsICh HA KPOBATH.

Bechk coH, Kak BETpOM CI1yJI0, B TOJIOBE MPOSICHIIIOCh, MBICJIM ¥ BOIIPOCH! BEpHYJIHUCH. U r1aBHbBIHI
BoMpoc 3Bydas Tak: «Kyna Oexarp u re npsaratbesi?!».

— He nanukyi1, — nporoBopui ciokoiHo Kbicsl, oTMUpasi U MOBOPaYMBasICh KO MHE, — OCTaBaucs
31€Ch, €CJIM YTO CIPSYEIILCS B KJIAJOBOH. I €ro MoAroToByo K Baliel BCTpeyu.

— K yemy? — nepecrnipocuia Ha aBTOMare, MbITasCh 00y3/1aTh MTAHUKY, IOAHSBIIYIOCS U3 TITyOUH
MOETO CO3HaHUS.

— K 1e6e! — OypkHyn koT 1 go6aBui ctporo: — He BbicoBbIBavicst !

OH pacTBOpUJICS B BO3/IyXe, OCTaBJIsIsi MeHs B ofuHOYecTBe. Ho 51 He Mornia cuzieTh U mpocTo
KJaTh CBOE yyacTy. Bblii[isl U3 KOMHATHI, CIIPATAIACh B HEOOJIBIIIYIO HUIITY C TOPTHEPOM, BO3JIE JIECT-
HUYHOH Tutoniaaku. OTcioa OTKPHIBAJICS XOPOIIMI 0030p Ha HUKHHIA 3TaX, TIPH 9TOM 51 OCTaBaJIach
B TeHH. Ceifvac s axe He 3HaJla, KOro O0ICh OOJIbIIIE JIEHIEro WM UINEHKY KOPOJIeBbl. 3aTauBIIKCh,
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MIPUHSIACH ce0sl yroBaprBaTh CUJIbHO HE HEPBHUYATD. YK €CJIM UIIEHKHU He HAIIUTA MEHS, TO JICIIUit
1 nionaBHo! Kbicst cMoXkeT czienaTh BCE B JIydIlieM BUJIE, 51 yBEpeHa, IJTaBHOe — He MaHUKOBATh.

Cepaiie 6yxajio B TPYH ¢ TAKOH CHJIOH, YTO Ka3aJI0oCh, 3TOT CTYK Pa3HOCUTCS IO BCEMY JOMY.
HyxHo ycriokoutbest! HabpaB Bo3yx B JIETKHe, 3a/iepkaa IbIXaHue, CUuTast po cedst U 3aMeIsis
cepauedrenre. DTUM TPIOKOM 51 OBJIa/Iesia B COBEPILICHCTRE ellie B IeTCTBe. PEOEHKOM 1 MUMUTHpPOBasa
MIPUCTYTI, TPAKTUIECKH OCTAHABIIMBAS CEP/LIE.

Bnarogapsi 5ToMy YMEHMIO CTapIIEKJIACCHUKH B AeTaoMe Oosutuch MeHsl Tporath. OHU cuu-
Tl MeHsI OOJIHOW ¥ 3apa3HoOM, JpyTrye yTBEPKAAJH, UTo 5 MPOCTO BebMa. M To U Ipyroe MHEHHUe
MeHsI BIIOJIHE YCTPauBaso, IOTOMY UTO HE OJMH pa3 Cracajo OT MOOOEeB U HaApyraTesibCTBa.

Ceparie 3aMeio Oer U ABIIATh CTaJIO Jierye, MaHUKa OTCTYIUIIA, TO3BOJISISI MBICIUTD SICHO.
A ¢ gero s BOOOIIe Tak pe3Ko 3axoTesa crath? Beap Ha yiwiie emié cBeT10? 1o BCE ppIKUE 3acpaHell
BruHOBaT! OH CIIeNMaIbHO TaK MOJCTPOMII, YTOOBI HE MPOAOKATh Pa3roBOp o japakoHe. Hy s emy
MOTOM YCTPOIO, a CeYac IMaBHOE —IIEPEKUTh BCTPEUY C JICIIIUM.

«O#, XOTb OBl OH OBUT HE TAKMM CTPAITHBIM, KaK €ro OMUCHIBAIOT B CKa3Kax!» — B3MOJIMIACH
npo ceds1 BCeM U3BECTHBIM OOram.

JKnatp npunuiocs HEAOTO, ABEPh CO CTYKOM PACTaXHyJIach, U HA OPOre MOSBUIICS 3J0POBEH-
HBII JIOXMATBIIl MY’KHK B KAKOM-TO TPSIIbe MOX0XEM Ha MemKoBuHY. [llupoueHHble myieun Jjemnero
eJie IPOXOAUJIM B JIBEPHOM NPOEM, a 3JOPOBEHHBII NMBHOM KHMBOT 3aHMMAaJl BCE OCTaBIIIEECs MPO-
cTpaHcTBO. OH CTOSIT 4y Th CTOPOMBIINCH, IIMPOKO PACCTABUB HOTH, CJIOBHO 32 CIIMHOM JIepKal TSIKE-
JIBIIA TPY3.

JITMHHBIE 3eNEHBIe TaT/Ibl ObUTM BCKJIOKOYEHB! M HUKOI/IA He 3HAIM PACUYECKH, TAKOTO Ke I[BeTa
60poza, HEOTIPSTHO TOpYANIA B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. KycTHcThie OpPOBU MPaKTUYECKU CKPBIBAJIM IJ1a3a.
MaccuBHBII, KpacHBIH, KaK Y IIbSIHYYTH, HOC IITYMHO BTsIHYJ BO31yX. OOBeTpeHHbIe T'yObl, HAIOJIO-
BUHY CKPBITBIE 32 JIOXMATHIMU YCaMH, PACTSHYJIUCh B XHIITHOM OCKaJIe.

— Koics, a Hy, Mapii ciona! — pABKHYJI MyKHK HENPUSATHBIM CKPUITYYUM OacoM.

JI€pHyach OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH 1 OTBpatieHus. Kakoit mep3kuii Tum, Opp. .. Mou oxkugaHus He
OIPaBAAJIUCh, XO35MH JIOMa OKA3aJICs ellle OTBpAaTUTEIIbHEN, YeM s ero MpeacTaBisiia. 3axoTeoch
HEMe/IJIEHHO MMOKUHYTh TOT JIOM.

— 4 3nech, X035MH, — OCTIBIIAJICS THYCaBbIN TOJIOCOK MOETO 3HAKOMOT'0, & IOTOM U CaM PbIKUIN
MPOSIBIICS TIepe]] HUM.

— INouemy B n30e MaxHeT Yy KUMHU? — CIIPOCHIT JICTIIHIA, 3aXJIOMBIBAsI 32 COOOM JIBEPh U yIiepeB
pyKu B OOKa.

— DMM. .., MIIEWKHA TPUXOIWIN, UCKATIM YyKaduKy, EpPEeBEpHY/IM 31eCh BCE, — MOYTH YECTHO
MPU3HAJICS] KOT C HEBUHHBIM BBIPQXXEHUEM MOPIbI.

— ¥V MeHs B IoMe 4y’KauKy UCKaJIH? — yTOYHWII JISIIUH, CKEITUYECKU TIPUTIOHSIB OPOBb.

— Jla, s cam B 110Ke ObUT! — BOCKJIMKHYJI PhIKHI TeaTpaibHO BCIUIECHYB JlaniaMu. — Bo3MOXHO,
OHM TPOCTO YUYsUIH 3arax Bellel, KOTOpbIe 51 BHITAIMII U3 CYHAYKOB, YTOOBI IIPOBETPHUTH OT MOJIH.

— Tw1 Bp€mib! — mpopblyan Xo3guH I0Ma, XBaTasi KOTa 3a MIKUPKY M MOJAHMMAsI HA YPOBEHb
cBOero Juia. — 3a0bu1? §1 BUXKyY OTIIEUaToK ayphl BCEX KUBBIX CyIIecTB. Mimeek OblJIo BCero 4eTBepo,
KTO IATHIA? Eciin He OTBETUIIb YeCTHO, IIEHH Ha ceOs!

— Msty-Msly-y-y, — KaJoOHO 3aMsIyKaJl KOT, IBITAsICh Pa3kaJoOUTh CBOETO XO3SIMHA.

Ho nemmii He BrieyamsIuiICs], BCTPSIXHYB PhDKETO TaK, YTO Y TOTO KJIAIHY/IN 3YObl, PSABKHYII:

— 4 Bc€ emié xay oObscHeHWi!

Kor Bucen B ero pykax ¢ HeCUaCTHbIM BbIpasKeHHE MOP/IBL, & €T I71a3a CMOTPEITH € TAKMM 000-
’KaHMEM Ha CBOETO XO35IMHA, UTO Jake MOE cep/lle JPOrHyJIo, HO He JIeTero.

— Bpock cBOM BBIKpYyTackl, MEHsI OHU HE TPOTalOT, — EXUAHO 3aMETHJI MYKHMK U OTIIBBIPHYJ
Oe/IHATY B CTOPOHY.
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Sl 4yTh He BCKpUKHYJIA, UCITYTaBIIMCh 32 PIKEro, HO BOBPEMsI 3aKalla pOT PyKOU U 00JIErY€HHO
BBIJIOXHYJIA, Korjia KbIcs caenaB KyBBIPOK M 3aBUC B BO3[yXe He MmocTpaaaB. Beé-taku xopormas 3ta
HITyKa — JieBuTaus!

— D70 MoTOMY, UYTO Yy TeOsI KeCTOKoe cepilie, — OOMKEHHO 3aMeTHT (DaMUJTbP ¥ TIOTLIBLT K
nieuke. [JocTUTHYB €€, IeMOHCTPaTUBHO yCeJiCs CIIMHOM K XO35MHY, BCEM BHIIOM TTOKa3bIBasi CBOIO
r1yOOKYI0 00Uy .

— [Ipekparu cnektakib, TeOe ITO He TOMOXKET, — BHOBb 3asIBHJT XO3MH, OCTAaBasICh PAaBHOYIII-
HbIM. [ozoiiast kK 6ouke ¢ BOIOH, 3a4epriHy/l KPYKKOW M KaJHO €€ BBIIMJI U CO CTYKOM OIyCTHJ
KPY)XKY Ha CTOJI. -- Bo3Bpaiiasich JOMOi, s yIOBWJI CUJIbHOE KoJleOaHue sHeprun Ha 6osote. f cpasy
TIOHSLT, YTO 9TO TBOMKX Jian jeso. OnsaTh 6anoBajcs ¢ OTKPHITUEM MOpTasia? — CIPOCUII OH MPSIMO.

Kpicst HepBHO 3aBIJISIIT XBOCTOM M IIPYIKAJT K TOJIOBE VI, BbIIABask CBOW MCIYT. XO35IMH IOMa
TOXE 3aMETHJI Ty PEAKINIO U YXMBUIbHYBILIHICH, 3aMETHII:

— Bc€ noHsATHO, ONATH TBOM JIypallkue SKCTiepuMeHThl. Hazieioch, dykak BEpHYJICS B CBOM MHUP
WJIM CTUHYJ B Oonote?

— Hy-y, kak ckazarp... — 3aMSBIIMCh, IPOTHYCABMJI KOT, OOEPHYBIIMCh M IJIS/IsI HA JICIErO
W3BUHSIONIMMCS B3IJISIOM.

— T-a-a-k! — mpopbIya JISHiA, CXKUMast KYJIaKH 1 TBITasCh CiepKaTh THEB. — Thl OMSATH HATIOP-
TaurJI U MPUTAIIWI ClofIa YyXKaka?

— 4 cny4aiiHo, yecTHOE CIOBO! — MMCKHYJT PhIKUI, HA TOT pa3 UCITYTaHHO, OTIOJI3asI ITO/IAIbIIE
K ITEYHOU TpyOe.

— Ax THI, BasleHOK MoxHathii! Hy s Tebe ceituac ycrpoio!

Jlemmit punynacs Ha 6eJHOTO KOTHKA, KOTOPBIN BXKAJICS B YTOJI IIEYHOU TPYOBI U KaJIOOHO 3aMsi-
yKaJl. MeTénKa OTBaXHO MOIBITAJIach MPerpaguTh JOPOry X03KHY, 3allMlIas Apyra, HO CTpAIHbIN
pHIK: «MecTo!» 3acTaBuiI €€ 3aMepeTh UCITyTaHO U METHYThCSI OOpaTHO B CBOM YTOJ.

[Nonsina, yro Hy)HO cracath Kpicio, MHaue aeno koHyuTes ioxo. OH BCE ke MHE TOMOT, B
JIOM TTyCTWJI, HAKOPMIJI. 32 MHOU JTOJKOK.

— He Ttporaiite ero! — KpukHyJsa 5, BBICKaKuBasi U3 cBOero ykpoitusi. — OH ke ckasajl, uTo
cllydaiHo!

Jlemmii, pe3ko 0OEpHYBIINCH, YCTABUJICS HA MEHS STHTAPHO-30JI0TUCTHIMU IJIa3aMH, CJIOBHO
CKaHUpYs, a IOTOM PSIBKHYJI TaK, 4TO 5 UyTh U cama MH(papKT He 3apadoTaa.

— K10 Takas, orkyna B3suiach?!

— 3a-0y-1u-n1ack, — 3aMKasiCch MpPOIIENTaa, YyBCTBYs, KaK BOJIOCHI Ha TOJIOBE 3aIIEBEITIIUCH
OT yKaca.

3axoTeNioch pa3BepHYThCS M HEMeJIEHHO OeXaTh 0e3 OIJISIKH, TIOKa OH JI0 MeHS He JoOpaThCsl.
U 3auem TONBKO BhIgAIIA cedsl, chesa Obl THXO B YKPOMHOM MecTeuke. BoT yx He gymana, 4To semue
OBIBAIOT TaKKe CTpalTHbIe!

— A Hy, BBIMETAIiCSl 3 MOETO JJOMa HeMeIEHHO!| — BHOBb CBHPETIO 320paJl XO3MH JJ0Ma, YKa-
3bIBast Ha JBEPb, KOTOPasl PacraxHyJiach U CO CTYKOM YIapriach O CTEHy.

[oBTOpATH ABaXIBI €My HE MPUIILIOCH, IOTOMY YTO HAIlM KeJaHus coBnaiu. [IoAnphrayB
UCITyTaHHO, OYKBAJILHO CJIETeNIa C JIECTHUIIB U B TAHUKE JIOMaHYJIach K BXOJHOW JIBEPH, HO Ta, CJIOBHO
M37IEBAsICh HA/I0 MHOM, 3aXJIOIHYJIACh MPSAMO Mepen HocoM. CXBaTUBIIKCH 32 PYUKY, TPUHSIACH OEP-
ratb e€, Kak MoJIOyMHasi, UCTEPHYHO BCXJIUIbIBASI U IPUUMTAS:

— Iloxanyiicta... Hy, HOKaJIyHUCTa. .. OTKpbIBalcs!

Bcé HecrionesHo, oM He *kenas MeHs BhITycKaTh. [locMoTperna Ha Jieliero 3aTpaBieHHoO, TOTO-
BSICh K CMEpPTH.

— Kuics1, oTkpo#t aBepb, ceituac xe! — BAPYT cKkaszaji OH, OOEPHYBIIKCH K KOTY, KOTOPBIN yxke
PACMONIOXUIICS HA CTOJIEe, HAOMoas 32 HAMHU C JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM.
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— He mory, oHa Hama rocTbsl, Msly, — OTBETUJI PBIKHI, COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO, -- 1 00emal
el HouwIer, HapylaTh oOeIaHe HeJlb34l.

Crpaxa B ero miasax v He ObIBAJIO, 2 HA MOpJIe KpacoBajiach UPOHUYHAsA YibiOouka. Ceitvac
OH TOYHO HE YyBCTBOBAJI yKaca mepe]] X035IMHOM, Ha000pOT, UCTIBLITHIBAT YIOBOJIBCTBHE OT T'HEBa U
HEJIOyMEHUS Ha JIVIIE JICIIero.

— 3T0 MOH JIOM U MHE He HYHbI TOCTH! — IPOLIEANIT CKBO3b 3yObl JIeIHii. -- BeiripoBoau e€!

— Eii Henmb34 B Jlec, M-y, OHa TaM Jake HOYb HE TIPONCPKUTCS, — MOMBITAJICSA HAJAaBUTh Ha
Kaynoctb Keics.

— Jla MHe TUIeBaTh! — B30pBAJICS XO35WH JIOMa, TIOJJIeTast K JBEpU U pacraxuBasi e€ HaCcTexK. —
Crona opory Haruia, 3Ha4uT, 1 00paTHO HAlAET. A ThI, -- OH YKa3aJl Ha KOTa, -- elIE pa3 BO3pasuIllb
MHE, YHUUYTOXY | 3aBefly ceOe HOBOro hamribsipa!

VBBI, HO 3TOT apryMeHT OKa3aJiCsl BeCOMel JKWU3HW, MOW 3alllUTHHUK CAYJICS. A s, HEIOJro
Aymasi, BBICKOUWJIA M3 JIOMA, MPAMUKOM B HOYHOU Jiec. [IBeph ¢ rpOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHYJIaCh 32 MOeu
CITUHOM. . .
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5 ri1aBa

OxkazaBIIKCh B KPOMEIIHOM ThMe, OCTAHOBUJIACK, MBITASICh MOHSTh, B KAKYIO CTOPOHY O€XaTb,
HO 3J1eCh He ObLJI0 TPOIMHOK, TOJIbKO T'YCThIE KYCThI, HATIOJTHEHHbIE CTPAHHBIMU [IIOPOXaMU U 3BYKAMH.
41 3amepna, MbITasACh MPUBBIKHYTh K TEMHOTE, a IOTOM, BBITSIHYB PYKU BIEPEN, cAeliaia 1ar, BTOpoH,
[OKa HE YTKHYJIACh B KOJIIOYMI KYCT.

OH BIpYr BCHBIXHYJ MHOXECTBOM OTIOHBKOB, KOTOpBIE CTajlM MOJAHUMATBHCS BBEPX SPKUM
00JIAYKOM, U KaK IeMHasi PeakIys, MOBCIOY MPUHSIIACh BCIIBIXMBATh BCE HOBBIE M HOBBIE HCKOPKH.
MHO)ECTBO CBETJISIUKOB, TTOOECTIOKOCHHBIE MHOM, TeNepb KPYKUJIO B HOYHOM HeOe, CJ1abo ocBelast
TOJISIHY, HA KOTOPOU 51 HAXOMUJIACh.

[{ukael, Tpeniasime 6€3 yMOJIKY JI0 3TOro, IPUTUXJIM, CIIOBHO OOSICh BbIIaTh ceOs1. Hactymia
TaKas 3BEHAIIAs TUIIMHA, YTO MHE CTaJIo )KyTKO. CTpax CKOBaJl BCE TENO, a MO3I PUCOBAJ IYTAOIIMX
MOHCTPOB, IPUTAUBIIMXCSA B KyCTax. $l BAPYT MOHsLIA, YTO JIEHIMI HE TAKOM U CTPAIIHBIN, STOT JIEC
ropasjio CTpallHEH, C €ro TalHAMW W HOYHBIMM KUTEJIAMU. B 3TOT MOMEHT MO Jiecy MpPOKaTHIICA
IPOMKHIA PbIK HEU3BECTHOI'O MHE 3BEpsl.

Henonro mymasi, pa3BepHysiach Ha CTO BOCEMBECAT TPAycoB M OpOoCcHIach OOpPaTHO K JJOMY.
[MonGexas, 3a0apadaHuia B JBEpb KyJIaKaMH, YTO €CTh MOYH.

— Ilycrure menst, ymorsiio! ['oToBa Ha BCE, TONBKO IMyCTUTE! — Opaia s, He cooOpaxash HIYero
OT OXBATHBILIETO MEHs TAHUYECKOTO yXkaca.

JIBepb OTKpbLIacCh HE Cpa3y, U BOUTU MHE, KOHEYHO ke, He Janu. Jlemmil 3aHs1 BeCb JBEPHON
MIPOEM, CJIOBHO Topa.

— 41 xe ckazan, youpaiicsi! — mpopbIuan OH HEPUBETIUBO.

— He mory, s1 TeMHOTBI 60I0Ch, 1 TAM KTO-TO CTPAIITHO OPET, IPSIMO KaK BhI ceiiuac! — BOCKJIUK-
HYJ1a UCTEPUYHO, MbITASICh HAUTU XOTh KaKYIO-TO JIa3eMKY B IOM. — 5l Ha BCE rOTOBA, TOJILKO HE BBITO-
HANTE HOYBIO!

OOJIOKOTUBIIUCH O KOCSIK U CJIOKUB PYKU Ha TPY/H, JICHTHIA €XUTHO IOUHTEPECOBAJICS:

— IIpsam-Taku Ha BcE?

B 310T MOMEHT OMATH pa3jajcs CTPAIIHBIN PHIK 32 COIMHOM U YKe ropasio OJike, 4eM B Iep-
BbII pa3. B3BU3rHyB OT CcTpaxa, OIJIsiHYy/IaCh Ha TEMHBIE 3aPOCIIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, CENYAC OTTY/1a BBICKOYMT
YyJIOBHIIE U HAOPOCUTCS HA MEHSI.

— HoroBopumcsi! — BeIaniia MOCHEIIHO U, OOJbIIIe He I0KUIASICh pa3pelieHusl, IPOTUCHYJIACh
MEXY KOCSKOM M JIeluM, OYKBaJIbHO BBAJIUBASICh B JIOM.

Jlemmit 3aXJIOMHYJ IBEPh, TIOTOM pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE U, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK, MPUHSLJICS
OecliepeMOHHO paccMaTpuBaTh. I HEPBHO OMpaBuIIa KUJIETKY, MOPAJOBABIIKCH PO cebsl, YTO He
CTOIO NIEpe] HUM B CIIOPTUBHBIX JIETUHCAX U TOIIE.

— Hy, 1 Ha KoM Thl MHE c/1alach, UCTEPUYHASA? — HAKOHEL] CIPOCUII OH, YXMbUIbHYBILIUCh.

— He 3Hatw, — pa3Bes pykamu, YECTHO MpU3HAIACh. — MOXKeET, 10 JOMY ITOMOYb Ha/l0? — Mpe/-
JIO)KUJIA TIEPBOE, YTO MPULLLIO B TOJIOBY.

— Jli1g 3TOro ecTh Marusi, — OTMaxHyJICSl OH, HEJOBOJILHO MOpPIIach. — A MOXKET, Thl TOTOBA
COrpeBaTh MOIO MOCTENb? — HEO)KUAAHHO MIOMHTEPECOBAJICS, XUTPO MPUIILY PUBILIKCH.

— Her! — BockJIMKHYJ1a UCITyTaHHO. — BCE 4TO yrogHo, TOJMBKO HE 310!

Haxe mpeacTaBuTh cede He MOIIa, KaKk CMOTY Jiedb B MOCTEb C STUM KUPHBIM JIOXMAThIM
MYKHUKOM.

— 4 Tak u gymai, — el CKpUBUIICS, CJIOBHO OT MEHS Pa3miio KaKOK-TO raJlocThio, U 0Opa-
THJICS K KOTY, Tepsist KO MHE BCSIKUU uHTepec. — Ecim e€ yHIoXaloT WIeiKy, caM 3Haelllb, 4To Oy/eT.
Tak 4to yTpoMm, yBe€Ib e€ moaablie Ha 00JI0TO, TIOHSIT?

Kbics, cuaeBimii Ha meuu BCE 9TO BpeMsi, IOCMOTPEIT Ha MEeHsI COUYBCTBEHHO, Kak Obl 3apaHee
W3BUHSSACK.
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— Xo351H, a He Jy4ille TTPOBOANTH € B AEPEBHIO K JIOISIM? — MIPEAJIOKUI OH C HAJICKION B
roJioce.

— Her, HUKTO HE NOJKEH O Hel 3HaTh, — PHIKHYJI JIHN, OPOCHUB SIPOCTHBIN B3MJIsA] HA KOTA,
— OHA JXKMBOE JIOKA3aTeJILCTBO TOTO, YTO MO (paMUJIbsSIp CIOCOOSH OTKPHITH IMOPTAJ B JIPYror MUp.
Ecnu koporneBa y3HaeT npo 3TO0, TO YHUUTOXHUT BCeX.

Porkuii cornacHO KMBHYJ ¥ CHUK COBCEM, IIOHUMAsI, YTO IOMOYb MHE He CMOXKeT. S mpeKpacHO
0CO3HaBaJIa, YTO M30ekKasia OMaCHOCTH JIUIIb BpeMeHHO. Jlec 1Uisi MeHs1 HelpoXoauM, a TeM OoJee
00JI0TO, HA KOTOPOM TOBCIOY JIMKHE 3Bepr. MOXHO yXke HAYMHATH MPOINAThCs ¢ )KU3HBI0. [TocMOoT-
pena crpaganbuecku Ha KbiCio, MIlla XOTh KaKOW-TO MOJJIEPKKHU, HO TOT HEPBHO AEPrayl XBOCTOM,
COCPEAOTOUYEHHO O YEM-TO AyMasl.

XO039MH JIoMa TeM BpeMeHeM PacCIOJIOKHUIICSA 3a CTOJIOM W MPUHSIICS €CTh, COBEPIICHHO HE
oOpariasi BHUMaHUS HA MOE TIPUCYTCTBHE. DTO elI€ pa3 KPACHOPEUMBO MOKA3bIBAJIO, YTO TOCThEN OH
MeHs He cuuTaeT. Jlaxe He MOMHTEePECOBAJICS Py IPUIMYUS, TOIOHA JIU 5. B3IOXHYB yApy4YEHHO,
OTBEPHYJIAaCh, YTOOBI HE BU/IETh OTBPATUTEIIHHBIC MaHEPHI JICIIIETO 32 CTOJIOM.

— Xo3s1H, a Be/Ib JIEBYIKa MOXeT Tebe TOMOYb B OOHOM Jieie! — BAPYr BOCKIMKHYN Kbics
THYCAaRoO.

— Hy u yem ke oObIYHAs MUTATHIIA U3 YyXKOTO MUPA CMOXET MHE IMIOMOYb? — YCMEXHYBIIIUCh
EXUJ/IHO TMOUHTEePECOBAJICS JICIINIA, He TIepecTaBasi ’KaJHO OOIIabIBaTh KYpPUHBIE HOKKH, 00CaChIBasI
KOCTH, pa3rpbi3as X U BBHITUIEBBIBAS TIPSMO Ha CTOJ.

['yOBpl Myk¥Ka JJOCHUJIMChH OT XHpa, a B O0poje 3aCTPsId KYCOUKH NUIIU. PyKu OH BBITHpA
npsiMo 00 cebs, COBEpIIICHHO He 3a/lyMbIBasiCh O MPWIMYKMU. S OmycTWIa 1ia3a B IOJI, YTOOBI He
BUIETH ITOr0 OGe300pas3us1. Kak MoxHO Tak ceOst Bectu 3a ctonioM? [la y Hac O0MXKH M TO KYJIbTypHE
ceOs BeyT!

3axoTenoch CaMoi MOKUHYTh STOT IOM HEMEJICHHO, YTOObI He BUJIETh 9TOro 0e300pasusi, HO
TYT K€ TO/IaBMJIa CBOM TIOPBIB, OCO3HABAS, UYTO KaK TOJILKO OKaXYCh 32 IBEPhIO - YMPY.

HeoxuganHo okazaBmuch psaaoM, Kbicsi MPUHSIICA XOAUTh BOKPYT, OIICHUBAIOIIE MEHS pa3-
rsAbBas. S crosyia MoT4a, ToXke HaOoIas 3a KOTOM M OXKUJast pa3BUTHS cOObITHIA. OH TOYHO UTO-
TO TIPUAYMAJI, 3TO ObLJIO HAITMCAHO HA er0 PhIKEe MopJIe.

— OHa 3amuTHUTh TeOS OTIOMOTaTeNILCTB KOPOJIEBBI, — YBEPEHHO 3asIBUJI KOT U CEB BO3JIE MEHs,
CTaJI BBUIM3BIBATH CBOIO JIANIKY, CJIOBHO 3TO OBUIO OUEHb BAaXKHO C/IeNIaTh UMEHHO ceityac. — Thl xe
XO4elIb 3Toro?

Exunnas yneiOka crioyzia ¢ JIMia Jielero, OH MepecTas ecTh U YyCTaBUIICA Ha MeHsI He Mopras,
TBITASICh TIOHSATh, O KAKOW 3aIlUTe TOBOPUT KOT.

BerperuBimcs B3DISIOM C JICIIUM, YAMBIEHHO OTMETWJIA, YTO y HEro KpPacHuBblE U OYECHb
HeoObIuHbIe T71a3a. OHM YeM-TO HATIOMHUHAJIH KOIITAYbU, IIBETa PACIUIABIIEHHOTO 30JI0Ta C BEPTUKAITh-
HBIMU pyOMHOBBIMU 3paukamMu. M ¢ BHEIITHUM BUIOM OHHM HY HUKAaK HE COUYETAJIUCh.

— U kakum xe 06pa3zoM? — HAKOHEI] TOMHTEPECOBAJICS XO3AWH JJOMa, CKeTITUYECKH ITPHUITOHSB
KYCTHCTYIO 3eJI€HYI0 OpoBb. — KoposieBa yobET mo0yIo JeBKY, KOTopasi OyaeT CO MHOH PsIZIOM.

— Ha, Ho Tonpko He [enb! — mpomsiykast Keicsi co 3HaHMEM Jiea U rpaiio3HO, BUJISIS TIOTIOH,
HAIPaBWICS K CTOJTY. 3alphirHyB Ha CKaMbIO, ITOTOM Ha CTOJI, OH OTOJIBUHYJI JIATION TapesiKy JIeIero
1 yceJiCsl HAIPOTUB, BBIMATHB BaKHO TPYb.

— TBou 3aragku yTOMJISIIOT, IaBaii, BRIKJIAAbIBAN YKe, — PABHOLYIITHO 3asIBIUI JICIIIHIA, HO JTI000-
MIBITHBINA B3JISA]] B MOIO CTOPOHY BCE ke OpOCHIIL.

51 He cobupaiach BMEIUBATLCS, IyCTh PKUI MIPUIYMbIBAET UTO YTOIHO, JIUIIIb Obl ceiiuac He
OKazarhCs B Jiecy Win Ha Oonore. CMOTpeTh Ha Jieliero OblI0 HeMPHUATHO, IIO3TOMY IPOCTO TIPUHS-
JIach pasIIsA/IbIBaTh KOMHATY, OY/ITO BIIEpBBIC €€ YBU/IEA.

— OHa He MPOCTO YeJIOBEK, OHA Yapojierika, — MOHU3MB roJioc, mporienTtan Keics, HO s yCIibl-
I1aja, — U OHa CBeTJIasl. ..
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TurmmHa HaK pbijia JIOM MOJIOTOM, CJIOBHO MBI BCE Pa30M MOMNAJIH B BaKyyM. JIemnii ycTaBusics Ha
MEeHsI C TAKUM BBIpR)KEHUEM HEIOBEpHs U YIUBJIICHUs Ha JIMLIE, YTO 3aX0OTEJIOCh HEME/IJIEHHO MPOBa-
JIMThCS CKBO3b 3eMJTI0. OH CKaHMPOBAJI MEHSI CBOMMHM CTPAHHBIMU TJIA3UIIAMU, U 51 OYKBAIBHO KOXKeEH
olIymaia 1o npukocHoBenue. [o Tenmy mpoOexkana HepBHAs IPOXb, U s1 HEMPOU3BOJILHO OOHsLIA
ce0s1 3a IJIeUH, 3aKPhIBASICh OT KOJIIOYETO B3MJIsIa X035 MHA JI0Ma.

— B e€ aype HeT Mmaruu, — HaKOHell TPOM3HEC JIELINI, OTBOPAUYMBASCH U BAPYT Pa303JIMBIIUCH,
CTYKHYJI KYJIAKOM TIO CTOJTy, 3aCTaBJIsIs PhIKErO OTCKOUMTD MOAAIbIIE. — Thl OMSATH PO 3TO Iyparikoe
npopoyectBo? Be€ 310 Open! Her HUKakuX IpakOHOB, CBETJIBIX U TEMHBIX YapOJIEeB, 3TO BCE CKa3Ku!

— Eciu 651 310 OBLIO Opeom, KopoJieBa He CTPeMUIach Obl C TAKUM YIIOPCTBOM 3aTaIlUTh TeOs
B TIOCTeJTb! — MaprpoBaj HeJOBOIBLHO KbIcs, ¢ Ipyroro KOHIA CToMa, C OMACKOW IJIsiAs Ha JIEIIero. —
Kak fionro Tel emié cmoxkelb qepxarh €€ Ha pacCcTossHUN ?

— He 3Haio, — npou3HEC Jeui, ycTajlo pOHsisl TOJIOBY HAa PYKHU, — CHJI YK€ He OCcTanoch. E€
Marusi pacTéT ¢ KakI0i Halllell BCTpedei, COMPOTUBIISATHCS CTAHOBUTCSI HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIBHO.

— Bor! — BOCK/IMKHYJT pBIKHIA, YyBCTBYS, UTO JIBUKETCS B MPABUIIBHOM HamnpasiieHuu. OTBa-
JKUBIIIKCD, TIOIONIEN OJIMIKE K XO3MHY ¥ HEOKMIAHHO MOTEPCS O €ro MU0, TOBEPYUBO MY PIIBIKHYJT:
— JloBepbcst MHE, X035IMH, S 4yl0, 9Ta AeBYIIKa TeOe momoxeT. CerofHst oHa oOMaHyJa UIleeK, OHU
HE CMOIJIU y4ysiTh, CTOS B TIape IIaroB OT Hee.

—OMM. .., CephE3HO? — 3aIyMaJICs JIeIUH, a MIOTOM YAUBJIEHHO B3IJIsIHYT Ha Kbicio, — cTpaHHoO,
HO $1 TO)XE He YyBCTBOBAJI €€ B IOME, TOIBbKO BUJIEJT OCTATKH aypbl, 1 OHHM HE MOKA3aJIH TOJ YeJIOBeKa.

— A BCE 1OTOMY, UTO OHa CBETJIAasl U SHEPrusl y He€ 4ucrasi, — IPOrOBOPUJI PbIKUIA U KUBHYII
B MOIO CTOPOHY.

He oxuaaB Takoro moBopoTa, s cama U3yMJIEHHO ycTaBwiach Ha Kota. OH 4Tto, ceppezno?! A
cBemias yapozaenka?! 9To K 4eMy 3TOT pbLKUI XUTPIOra KJIOHUT?

OnHu Ha mapy yCTaBUJIMCh Ha MEHsI, TOJIbKO Terepb JIIIUI CMOTpeNl Ha MEHs Topasio 3auHTe-
pecoBanHell. OT Takoro B3MIsiIa MHE CTaJl0 HEXOPOIIO M 3aXOTEJOCh HEMEIJIEHHO MOKUHYTh 3TOT
10M, a JIy4Ilie Aaxe 3TOT MUp.

— U kak xe OHa MOJKET CTIaCTH MEHsI OT KOPOJIEBbI? — HAKOHEI] TOMHTEPECOBAJICS XO3SIMH JOMA.

Kepicsi HeMHOro momosnyas, BUAUMO, OOQyMbIBasi, KaK JIydille MPENoIHECTH CBOI0 Oe3yMHYIO
UJIEI.

— Ecnmu Th1 keHuibest Ha Jlenb 1Mo JIeCHOMY KOHY, TO KOpOJieBa HE CMOKET pa30pBaTh Ballly
CBs3b! A Bce TBOM OOCIaHuMs, JaHHBIE el paHee, OOHYIATHCS, — OBICTPO MPOrOBOPUI KOT, JIOBOJIBHO
PACIUTBIBASICh B YJIBIOKE.

OT Takoro HEOXKMAAHHOTO 3asIBJICHUS, 1 UyTh COOCTBEHHOM CITIOHOHM HE MOJIaBUJIACh. YCTaBU-
Jlach Ha TIAPOYKY, B HEJIOYMEHHH, XJIOMasi PECHUIIAMH U THITasICh IPUITH B ce0s1 OT YCIIBIIIAHHOTO.
ITO OHM TaK IIYTAT WM TOBOPST Ha TIOTHOM cepbe3e? Ho nermmii u KoT He y/pi0amch U ceituac 00a
BHOBb OIIEHMBAJIM MEHsI, TeNIepb yXke Ha poiib OyayIIei KeHbl.

— Her, Her, HeT, naxxe He AymaiiTe! — HEPBHO CIJIOTHYB, IIPOCHIIENa OBICTPO, pa3MaxuBasi OTpU-
[aTeIbHO pyKaMu. — $1 He MIaHMpOBaJia TAKOTO TOPXKECTBA B OJIVIKAUIIIKE JIeT MATh!

Jlemmii noMOpIIUJICSA U KMBHYJ, CJIOBHO COIVIAINIAJICS, YTO HE TIOAXOXKY €My B JKEHbI, U 5 yKe
ObLI0 00pagoBaIach, Kak TOT HEYECAHBIN MYKUK OTOPOIIIIT MEHsI 3asIBJICHUEM:

— PerreHo, craHel» MOeH KEHOH.

VTBepXkIeHue JIenero mopeprjio MeHsl B IIOK, U HA MHUHYTY s JJaKe 3aBUCIA, OTKA3bIBAsICh
BepUTH B yciblmnanHoe. [Iporcxoasimee BCE O0bIIe HAMOMUHAIO KAKOK-TO IypallKUil COH, OT KOTO-
POro 51 HUKAaK He MOIJIa OYHYThCS. A MOXET 3TO IOy, ¥ TYT HOBCIOAY CTOSIT CKPBIThIE KaMepbl, KOTO-
pbie MeHs cHumaioT? [IpecTaBisio, Kak UM Becesio HaOJIoIaTh 3a TIIYNON UCITyTaHHOM JieBUIIel. DTa
MBICTTb Pa303/IMJIa MEHsI He Ha IIyTKY. A JeHCTBUTENIBHO, OTKYJa BO MHE CTOJIBKO cTpaxa?

— DTO YTO, MPUKOJ TaKoW?! — CIIpOCHJIa eXHUIHO, YIIepeB PyKU B OOKa, Kak 3ampaBcKasi MoBa-
puxa. — Bc€, 4to s Mory Nnpeayio)XuTh BaM — 3TO MOABITPaTh, €CJM HAJ0, HO JIMIIh BpEMEHHO U 6e3
MHTUMa!
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— Bc€ momkHO OBITH TOJTBKO TO-HACTOsAIIEeMY, — 3asiBIIT Kbicst TBEPIO, — MHAUE Marus He cpa-
Ootaer.

— Kakas emé marus? 4 geBymika c 3emui, 63 Maruu, HO ¢ XapakTepoMm! — mapupoBaia, mpH-
CTJIBHO TJISI/ISI HA PBDKETo Harsela, MbITAaBIIerocsl UCIIOPTUTh MOIO XU3Hb. — Jla He CIyIaiTe Bbl
CBOETO KOTa, TOCTIOIUH JIEIIUA, OH BaM I'OJIOBY MOPOUUT!

— Mens 30ByT Bpanj, — HEOKHMIAHHO OTBETUJI MYKHK, YCMEXHYBILIUCh M BHOBb IIPHHUMASICh
3a exy. — A TBOE ums?

— Arujensb. .. — OTBETWIIA MAIIMHAJIBHO M MTPUKYCUJIA SI3bIK OT JOCA/IBL.

$1 Ha3Banach MOJHBIM UMEHeM, BOT xke Aaypa! Kbics TyT ke 3amep, ero yim HepBHO AEPHYIUCH,
CJIOBHO YCJIBIIIIAIM HEYTO CTPAHHOE, a XUTPIOIIHE IJ1a3a YCTABIJIMCh HA MEHS C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM.

— Twl v ipaBaa crpaHHasi, ATujielb, HEYKeIr 3aMyX He X04ellb? — TeM BpeMeHeM UPOHUYHO
MIOMHTEPECOBAJICS XO35IMH JJoMa. — Bee ieBymku meutaioT 00 3ToM. Pa3Be ObITh 3aMykeM II0X0?

— Heroxo, ecu JiioOuIs Myxa! — OTBETHIA YIIPSMO, TIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO BO3MYIIEHHO. — A
BaC s He JII0OTIo, 71a BBl MHE JJake He HPAaBUTECH !

— DT0 B3aMMHO, — TAPUPOBAJ ITOT HAIJIEll, YXMBUIbHYBILIKCh, — TOIIAsl, B3SIThCS HE 32 4TO,
BOJIOCHI CJIOBHO TIAKJIM BUCSIT U JIMIIO OJie[JHOe, KaK y HeMoIHoW. HaBepHoe, TOJBKO I71a3a 1 IpuBIie-
KaloT.

He oxwunmana ot Hero Takoro BbINMaaa. PazBe BOCHHMTaHHBIN MyKUMHA MO3BOJUT cede Takoe
BhICKa3bIBaHMe O keHiuHe? Jla, Kak OH BooOIIe rmocMeln Takoe ckazarb?! Toxe MHe, myn 3emid
Harencs!

— HaBel...! a sa...! A Bl BooOme nemmii! Heuécanbiii MyxiaH! — KpUKHYJIA BOMYIIEHHO,
TKHYB B HEro najblieM. — Bam B 60J10Te C JIATYyIIKaMH KUTh HAZI0,  He KeHY BHIOMpATh !

Brpyr npsmo Ha MouX IJla3ax, CKBO3b JIEPEBSIHHBIM TOJT Havasla MpocauymBaThCs BOJa, mpe-
BpaIasich B JIyKy, KOTOpasl pa3pacrajgach U rpo3ujia 3aTOMUTh Bech oM. [IpsMo ¢ moTosika Havaau
najgarh KUBbIE JIATYIIKH, Oepsch U3 HeoTKyna! OHM CMEITHO TUTIOXAJIKCh B BOAY M YCTPEMIISISICh Mpsi-
MHKOM K JIeIlIeMYy, TPOMKO KBaKasl.

— Kakoro pemoHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJ XO3SIMH JIOMa YAMBJIEHHO, OTIIBBIPUBAs OT ceOsl 3eIEHBIX
Oe/IHSIKEK, CTPEMSIIMXCS 3a1e3Th K HEMY Ha PYUKH.

— 41 xe roBOpHJI, OHa Yapozaeiika, — ropao 3asBui Keics, yxe cuzsi Ha rmedke u HaOmoaas 3a
MIPOUCXOISIINM C YAUBICHUEM U BOCTOPIOM.

— A Hy, ¥cipaBb BCE HEMEIJIEHHO! — FapKHYJI Ha MEH$ JIEIU, IPOA0JIKas CAEPKUBATh HACTYII-
JIeHWE JIATYIIEK.

— He mory, s naxe He 3HaI0, Kak 3TO MOJIY4YHJIOCh, — OTBETHIIA, CKOH(YKEHHO Pa3BO/s pyKaMU.

— Bot ke KMKMMOPOBBI JIOXMBI! — BBIPYrajicsi OH M CIeJIajl HECKOJIBKO MacCcoB pyKaMu, Tpe-
Kparas JI0XK/b U3 JISATYIIEK U OCTAaHABJIMBAS PACTYIIYIO JyXy. — He ymeens KongoBarh, He Oeprch,
6ecTosous!

Bona MomeHTanbHO Hauyasa yObIBaTh OOPAaTHO, OCTABJISAS JIMIIb MOKPBIA IMOJ Toclie ceds, a
JISITYIIKH, CJIOBHO TI0 KOMaH i€, IPUHSITMCH TIPBITaTh B CTOPOHY OTKPBIBIIEHCS JBEPH.

— 2ii! INomporry 6e3 ockopOIeHHii! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa OOMKEHHO, TIOTPO3MB MasiblieM. — He yme-
elllb C IeBYIIKAMH Pa3roBaprBaTh, IPOCTO MOJYHU B TPSIMOUKY !

— Emi€ pas orpbi3HENIbCS U 51 TeOs B IOBAJIE 3aKPOIO C KPbICAMU | — PSIBKHYJT JICITHUIA U IIBBIPHYJT
B MEHSI MOKPBIM KYXOHHBIM TTOJIOTEHIIEM.

Sl KOHEYHO e ycrena yBepHYThCS U TMoKa3asla My KUKY S3bIK, BCEM CBOMM BHJOM JEMOHCTPU-
Pysl, UTO MEHs He 3aIlyraTh Tak MpocTto. JIemmuil BCKOUMI C JIaBKHU, SIBHO COOMPAsiCh MEHS JIOTHATh U
HaKa3arh. B3BU3rHYB MCIYTaHHO, pa3BepHY/Iach M OPOCHIIACh BBEPX IO JIECTHUIIE, JKeJask CIPATAThCS
B CNIAJIbHE, B €r0 CrajbHe, ecy ObITh TOUHOH. HO cTOmIIO siemmemMy KOCHYThCs TIEpHUT JIECTHUIIBI, KaK
Ksica npormmrnen:

— Xo034uH y Hac roctu!

BpaHz TyT e OCTaHOBUJICS U 0OEpHYJICS, 3a0bIBast PO MOTOHIO U MEHSI.
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— Koro tam HeceT, onsTh UIeiKu? — CIPOCUJI OH, HACTOPOKEHHO MPUCITYIITUBASICh.

— Her, Ha 31O0T pa3 cama KopozieBa B TOCTH NOXaJl0Bala, - OTBETWII PbUKUI, IPUKAMAs YN
K TOJIOBE.

— Ma uto0b e€...! — Beipyrasncs bpann, — CKObKO BpeMeHH 10 MOJTyHOUH?

— Yacuk eni€ ecrtp, — 3asaBuI yBepeHHO Ksics.

— Hy, uro %), Toraa Hy>KHO BCTPETUTh TOCTHIO, KaK MOI00AET, — EXUAHO 3aMETHII OH.
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6 ri1aBa

JanbIie BCE MPOMCXOOUIIO CTPEMUTENBHO. JIemuii, moIeTeB K MOJIKe CO CKIISIHKaMU, CXBAaTHII
KaKOM-TO My3bIPEK, BHITAIWII MPOOKY 3yOaMH, BBIILTIOHYI €€, a COAep:KMMOe 3aoM Beimul. [Ipsimo
Ha MOMX IJIa3aX €ro 1 Tak BCKJIOKOUYEHHbIE BOJIOCHI MPEBPATHIIUCH B MOYAJIKY, 60pOJa U YCbI MOJTHO-
CTBIO CKPBUIH TYOBI ¥ TeTIeph TOPYAJIU KJIOUbSIMU B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. ['yCThIe OPOBU COBCEM HABUCIIU
HaJl BEKOM, TaK YTO U I71a3 Tenepb ObUIO M He PasIIsi/IeTh, a 3l0POBEHHBIN HOC KAPTOIIIKOM, CTAJ eIlé
OoJtblllie U KpacHee.

S uzymiieHo cnequiia 3a ero Tpancopmarmeil. Heyxenu 1o B, uib Mackapai sl KOpo-
nesbl? Ho 3auem? Jlemmii u Tak-To He OyienieT KpacoToi. 3aMeTHB MeHsI Ha JIECTHUIIE, OH MOTPO3UJT
MAJIbIIEM U PHIKHYI:

— Cripsiubcsl M HE BBICOBBIBAKCS, €CJIM KUTh XOYEllb !

Sl MOHATAMBO KUBHYJA U CKPBUIACh B YK€ 3HAKOMOW HHUIIIE, IPUKPBIB BXOJ rapavHou. Tem
BpeMeHeM bpaH cXxBaTu BTOpoi Oy TUIEK U pa30phI3raj ero Ha ceOsl ¥ TI0JI BOKPYT, BUIUMO, TIpsTya
TaKMM 00pa3oM M 3arnax. Pa3fnaiicsi HaCTONYMBBIN CTYK B JJBEPb.

— Koro Tam KUKMMOpBI IPUHECIN Ha HOYb [IsAs17! — TPOMKO MPOBOpYAII XO35IMH JI0Ma, JieJiasi
rOJIOC CKPUITYYUM, U HEJOBOJIHO ITpUKa3as asepu: — OTkpoii!

Ha nopore cHayana nosiBUIMCh 4eTBEPO MYKUUH B YEPHON aMYHUIIMU, COCTOSIIEN U3 KOXKa-
HBIX PEMHEi, Ha KOTOPbIX 32 UX CIIMHAMU JIEPKaTUCh MEUU, KPECT HAKPECT, a Ha MosiCe B HOKHAX
KpacoBaJich HOXKU. JIuiia ux ObLIM 3aKpBITHI MAaCKaMu, Aefiasi ux Oe3MMKuMU. Boiisi, oHu BHUMa-
TEJIbHO OKHUHYJIH BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO B3IJISIOM, YOEKIAsICh, UTO YIPO3bI HET.

B nBepsix mosiBIIIack KpacrBasi OploHeTKa. Bricokasi, cTpoiiHasi, onerast B YEPHBIN METKOBBIH
KOMOWHE30H, pacUIMTBHIA MO KAaHTY 30J0THIMU HUTAMHU. biaromapsi HIHypoBKe, MaTepuas IIOTHO
obneran (urypy, IeMOHCTPUPYS BIIAIOIIMECS MPEJIeCT! JIeBYIIKU. $1 nake ycrena mo3aBuIoBaTh
Mpo ce0s1 TAKOMY POCKOILIECTBY.

Bosockl kpacaBwiibl, ObUTH YOpaHbI B BRICOKUH TYrO# MyYOK, YKpPAIIeHHbIH IUaIeMO ¢ Kpac-
HBIMU KPYITHBIMU KaMHsIMU. TOYEHOE JTUIIO BBIPaKaJlo BHICOKOMEpPUE U HAIMEHHOCTh. [ 11a3a 1BeTa
arara, CMOTPEJIM ITPOHUIIATEIFHO U XOJIOMHO. AJible TOHKHE I'yObl pacIUIBUIMCh B YIIBIOKE, HO TOJBKO
10 TOrO MOMEHTA, MOKa €€ HOca He KOCHYJICS TPOTUBHBIN €KUM 3amax, UAYIIUI OT JIelero.

— dy, yro 3a BoHb OT Tebs1, BpaHa? — cripocuiia OHa MEJIOIMYHBIM TOJIOCKOM, CMOPIIUB Kyp-
HOCBII HOCHK U TJIsi/IS HA JIelero OpesriuBo.

Ceituac axe s, mpsAYach Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, yuysijia TOIHOTBOPHBIN 3a1laX MOMOEB BIIEPEMEKKY
C MBILIBSIKOM, PACHPOCTPAHUBIIMICS MO IOMY, Jake IJ1a3a pe3aTh Ha4yaso.

— Ipocrute, Bamie BenuectBo, pa3ow napy CKJISHOK, KOTJa MPOBEPSLT 3ariachl, Balll BU3UT
CTaJl HEOXKMJAHHOCTBIO, — OTBETUJI XO35IMH JIOMa, CJIerka KMBHYB JieByIIKe. — YeM 00513aH CTOJIb 0371
HEMY BU3UTY?

KoporneBa cHOBa yibIOHYIach, Ha 3TOT pa3 OoJiee MPUBETIIMBO, HO B3IJISII OCTAJICS XOJIOITHBIM.

— Jlesnio He TepIUT OTIaraTesibCTBa, — CKa3ayia OHa, OTXO/S OT JIEIIero Nojaabliie, HO He BhITyC-
Kas ero us3 BUIy. — Mou UIEeHKH AOJOKUIIH, UTO B JIECy HeJeJIio Ha3al, HeaJleKo OT TBOEH XVKUHBI,
BHOBb OTKPBIBAJICS TOPTaJL. Thl 3Ha€IIb YTO-TO 00 3TOM? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH OHA, BCKUHYB TOHKYIO
OpOBb BOIPOCUTENHHO.

BpaHz chenan 3aiyMYrBBIA BUJI, TOYECHIBAs 3aThIJIOK, TTOTOM MPHUIJIAIIII JIOXMATYI0 OOpomy,
CTOMKO BBIIEPKUBAS MPUCTAIIBHBIN B3IJIs1] KOPOJIEBBI.

— 41 mouyBCTBOBAJ YUY KEPOJHYIO SHEPIHIO, KOT/Ia BO3BPAIIAJICS JOMOM, — HAKOHEI[ OTBETUII OH
HEBO3MYTHMO.

— Mozker, Tbl XOTs1 Obl 3HaEIIIb, IIe UCKATh Uykaka? — npousHecia E€ BennuecTBo, HaAMEHHO
YCMEXHYBIIIUCD.

— Yyxak? 3HauuT, MOPTaI KOro-TO MEPEHEC? — YTOUHUJI JIEIIUH C IEJIAHHBIM U3YMJIEHUEM.
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Koponesa Haxmypuiiach, OHa SIBHO paCCUMTBIBAJIa Ha IPyTUe OTBETHI.

— MHue kaxetcs, Bpan, Tl cOBCeM 3a0bLT O CBOUX O0SI3aHHOCTSIX OXPAHSATH JIEC OT HE3BAHBIX
rocTei, — XOJIOJHO MPOU3HECa KpacaBulla, BHICOKOMEPHO B3AEPHYB MOAOOPOIOK, — B MOCTEAHEe
BpeMs ITpoOoH C MOPTAIaMU YYaCTHIIMCh, U TIOYEMY-TO BCE OHU TIPOUCXOMAT HA TBOEH TEPPUTOPUH.

— BbI npaBbl, MOsI KOpOJIEBA, — TYT k€ COIVIACUJICS JIEIINI, KUBHYB yUTHBO, — B IIOCJIEJHEE
BpeMsl, 51 COBCEM TepecTall 3aHMMaThCs JIECOM, Belb Oarogapsi UMEHHO BaM, s TOCTOSIHHO OTCYT-
CTBYIO JIOMa, — IIPOTOBOPUJI CLIOKOMHBIM TOHOM, CJIOKHB PYKH Ha TPYIU.

Kpacasuiia 6pocrna Ha HEro BO3MYIIEHHBIM B3IUIsA[, SIBHO COOMpPAsiCh OTUYMTATh Haxasia, 3a
CTOJIb IEP3KUI OTBET, HO B MOCJIEAHUN MOMEHT NOYeMy-TO nepegyMana. CaenaB HECKOJBbKO MacOB
PYKOW, OHA IpOIIENTala 3aKJMHAHUEe, U B KOMHATY BOPBAJICS ITOPBIB CBEXKETO BETPa, YHOCS OTBpa-
TUTEJBHBIN 3amax nomoes. Koponesa He criema nojgoiuia K JieemMy MoYTH BIIOTHYIO, TPUCTAIbHO
3arysapiBasi B €ro sIHTapHbIE I71a3a.

Bpanz Bo3BbIIIIAICS Ha/ KOPOJIEBOW MPUMEPHO Ha JIBE TOJIOBBI, OH CMOTpEJ Ha He€ 0e3 Karuiu
CMyILIeHHs ¥ cTpaxa. Ha MrHOBeHMe MoKa3aiock, 1 BUKY He JILLIETO TOJICTOTO U JIOXMATOro, a FOp/I0ro
MYKYMHY, 3HAIOIIEro ceOe IIeHY U HErOTOBOTO MPOrudaThCs Moj BEIMYECTBEHHYI0 0CO0y, UTO TaK
KaxJ1ana ero BHUMaHUSI.

Koponesa siBHO HepBHMYAA, YyBCTBYS IIPEBOCXOJICTBO MYKUMHBI, HO OTCTYIIUTb U HE TOIY-
Masia. BMecTo 3Toro, oHa ysibIOHyIach eMy KOKETIMBO, TIOMPABUB CBOIO MJEaTbHYIO IPUUYECKY U CKa-
3aJ1a UPOHUYHO:

— AX 113, s coBceM 3a0bl1a, BeJJb Thl TOCTHJI HA MOEM Tpa3IHUKe. — E€ IpKO-KpacHBIN JJTUHHBIN
HOTOTh KOCHYJICSI €r0 3apOCIIEH CKYJIbI, O4ePTHII KOHTYP OOPOMIbI, CITyCTHIICS HUKE U 3aJeprKajics Ha
Ipyad, CIOBHO CUMTHIBas cepaueduenue nemiero. — [IpaBaa, Tl ¥ B 3TOT pa3 MOCMeN 0TKa3aTh MHE,
YeM OueHb pa3oyapoBall.

— 41 oObsicCHMI CBOWM OTKa3, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJI XO3SIMH JIOMa, OCTAHABJIMBAs €€ pPyKy,
KOTOpasi HaMepeBaJlach CITyCTUTBCS €LIE HUKE, ITPOIOJIKask IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPETh Ha KOPOJIEBY.

— Ja-na, 94T0-TO TaM PO XOIOAHOE CepIIie, KOTOPOe He YyBCTBYET JIIOOBHU, — Mepeduia OHa ero,
OTMAaxHYBIIHMCh HEOPEKHO, — HO AEJIO B TOM, UTO 51 HE jKeJIai0 TBOEH JII0OBH, 51 XOUY JIMIIb OIU30CTH.

— 3auem Bemmkoii Koponese [Tycrommm Takoit HUKUEMHBIH JIIOOOBHHUK, KaK 517 — yCMEXHYBIIIKCB,
MOMHTEPECOBAJICS JIeIINI. — BOKPYT CTOJIBKO JOCTOMHBIX BOMHOB, aXIyIUX Baller0 BHUMAHUSI.

— JloBOJNbHO! — BBITIAJIMIIA OHA, PA303JIUBIIKCH U OTTaNIKuBast bpanna ot ceds. — 4 cama perry,
KTO MHE HYKeH!

— [Ipomy nporenue, Baie BenuuectBo, — TyT ke M3BUHUIICS TPyOUSIH M CKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY, HO
B €ro rojioce He ObUIO U KAl NOBUHOBEHHUSI.

Ja, 1o xomy ¢ ieByIIKamMu OOIIAThCsI OH BCE-TAaKU HE YMeJ, 1a OHO M MOHSATHO, OTKY/A B JIECY
neBywky. KoposneBa pa3BepHysiach 1 HalpaBUIach K CTOJIMKY, CTOSIBILIEMY Bo3Jie kKamuHa. [loctaBus
IpalMo3HO HOTY Ha KPEcso, BHITAIMIIA M3 carllora KapTy U pasioxuia e€ Ha croiuke. Hax Gyma-
IOl MOSIBUIIOCH Tosiorpadpuieckoe n3o0paxenue MectHocTy. OHa oMaHWIa nanbiieM bpana, sxemnast
yKazaTb MecTa, Iie 3a MOC/IEAHEEe BPEMsl OTK PbIBAJIMChH MOPTAJIBI.

— Kaxpplil pa3 yIuBisI0Ch CTOMKOCTH CBOETO XO35IMHA, — HEOXKUAAHHO TTpomypibikas Keics ¢
TOPAOCTHIO, OKA3aBIIKCh BO3JIe MEHS. — YCTOSITh Mepe/l TAKOM KPACUBOW KEHIIIMHON U e€ Marvuei He
MO’ET HU OIMH MYKYMHA B KOPOJIEBCTBE, U TOJBKO BpaH] He kesaeT ciaBarhCsl.

— A moyemy? — cripocuia JIIOOOMBITHO, MTPOOIKast HAOIIOAATH 32 XO3SIMHOM JIOMa M KOPOJIEBOM.
Ho otBeta Tak 1 He 10%/1a71acCh, PbIKHMI UCUE3 TaK K€ BHE3AITHO, KaK U MOSBUJICS.

A g BApYT 3a/lyManach, IOYEMY TaKON HEUECAHBIH, IPA3HbIA, HEBOCIUTAHHbIA MY’KJIaH MOHA-
nobwicst camoit koposiee? OHa ObUTa HACTOMYMBA M AOBOJIBHO NPSMOJIMHEWHA B BBICKA3bIBAHUSIX.
OH el HyXeH, Kak JTIOOOBHHK, HO 3a4eM? MoeT OHa IMPOCTO U3BpallieHKa 1 JIIoOUT 3kcTpumM? OTBe-
TOB Yy MEHsI He ObUIO, HO s TOHUMAJIa, Y KOro MX MOXHO J100bITh. CHOBa MPUCITyIIAIAch K pa3sroBopy,
MIPOMCXOJALIEMY BO3JIE KAMUHA.

32



3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

— ... BOT 31eCh OTKPbUICS TMOCJIEAHUI NOPTaJl, COBCeM OJM3KO OT TeOsl, — CKazajia KOpoJeBa,
yKa3blBasi NAJIbUMKOM Ha SIPKYIO BCIBIILIKY, 03apsIBLIYIO JIEC.

— JIeWiCTBUTENBHO PSAJOM, — COTJIACHIICS JICIIUH, — BOT TOJIBKO TaM KPYroM O0JIOTO, KTO He 3HaeT
TpOITy, Bpsi/L JIM BeIOEpeTcs, — J00aBUJI OH yBepeHHO. — [lymalo, eciu dykak U ObLI, TO YyKe JaBHO
B OOJIOTE THHET.

— B0O3MOXHO. .. — IPOTAHYJIa KpacaBULa 33 JyMYMBO, — HO BCE K€ UILEHKU IIPOJOIIKAT MTOUCK.
3aBTpa yTpoM OTBEAEIIb UX K TOMY MecTy, bpaHa, mycts Bc€ mpoBepst. S Xouy ObITh yBEpEHHOM,
YTO HaM HEe YIPOKaeT ONACHOCTb BTOPKEHUS.

— Kak noxenaetr Most KOpoJyieBa, — OTBETHJI JICIIIUIA, TIOCTYIIIHO KUBasl.

Kopornesa crnoxuna kapry u yopasia e€ oOpaTHO B caror, IOTOM BEpHYJIach K JIBEpH, IJe eé
KJaa OXpaHa U3 YETHIPEX HMIMPOKOIUIEYMX BOMHOB, KOTOPBIE 32 BCE 3TO BpEMsI JaKe HE IIEJIOXHY-
mch HU pa3y. OOepHYBIIMCh, OHA €IIE pa3 OKMHYJA U3YYalOIMM B3IJISAOM XO35IMHA JI0Ma, TIOTOM
YIBIOHYJIACh ¥ IPUTOPHO-CIIA/IKO MTPOM3HECA:

— Kny Tebs Ha mpa3HUKe BOMXBOB. Ha 3TOT pa3 Tebe nmpuagrcs caepkarh JaHHOE MHE 00e-
IaHUeE.

— 51 6yny, — kKopoTKO Opocui bpana, HeTOBOJIILHO HAXMYPHUBILUCH, HO KOPOJIEBA yKe OTBEPHY-
J1ach, HE BUJS ITOTO.

— NnémTe, — nmprkasana oHa CTpake, — MornpodyeM BIOUTh MH(POPMAIIUIO U3 KHKUMOP, XOTSI C
STUX TYHOTOJIOBBIX KYPHIL BPsJ JIM YTO-TO MOJIE3HOE OyIIeT.

JIBepb 3aXJIOMHYJIach, U BCE BBIAOXHY/IM C oOnerdeHreM, naxe . Obdemanue, 0 KOTOpOM yIo-
MsIHYJIa KOPOJIeBa, SIBHO He MPUHOCUIIO HUKAKOH PaIoCTH JiereMy ¥ ObUIO eMy B TArocTb. OH ycTano
OIYCTHJICSI B KPECJIO U MOTEP pyKamu OOpofaroe JIMIO, BUJUMO, IBITAsCh OTOTHATh HETPUSTHbHIC
MBICITH.

1 BBITILIA U3 CBOETO YOEKUIIA, C TPEBOrOi HaOM0Aast 32 XO3MHOM JIoMa. Ero cJI0BHO OcTaBHIM
6e3 sneprum. Ceituac B Kpecse CujieNl CTapuK, CropOIeHHbIN, OJeIHBI U OYeHb yCTaBIIUA. Psiom
nosiBuiics KeIcs, HEpBHO NMoAEpruBasi KOHYUKOM XBOCTA.

— Y10 3T0 ¢ HUM? — CITPOCUJIA TUXO, KUBAsI B CTOPOHY JIEILIETO.

— Tak Bcerma ObiBaeT, mocjie e€ BU3WTA, — OTBETWI TaKkKe TUXO KOT, — KOpoJjieBa oOnagaer
CHJIbHOW Marue U COMpOTUBJICHUE el 3a0upaeT OueHb MHOTO CHJI.

— Jla, He TOBE3JIO YyBaKY... - MPOOOPMOTAIA 51 3ayMUHUBO.

Jlemmii, coOpaBIIUCh, COBEPIIIII CTPaHHbIE MACHl PYKOM, YTO-TO Iermya cede moj HoC, TOTOM
BCTAJI M TOIIEN K OOYKe C BOAOW. 3a4YeprHysl KOBIIMKOM BOY, NMPUHSUICS KaJHO MUTh, CJIOBHO
MYUMJICS OT ax]ipl UeJIbli 1eHb. Korga Hanwiicsi BAOBOJIb, OTKMHYJI KOBLIMK, HETTPUJIMYHO PBITHYII
U 3a51BIJ1 OECTIPEKOCTIOBHBIM TOHOM:

— Bcem cnatp, 3aBTpa peniM, KOorjaa ceirpath CBaab0y.

OTKpbIB OT yAMBJIEHUS POT, IPOBOJMIIA JICHIET0 U3YMJIEHHBIM B3MIs100M. CTpaHHO, HO OH He
MOIHSUICS. B CHAJIBHIO, a MOYEMY-TO CITyCTWJICSI B TOJBaj. YCIblIajia, KaK XJIOMHYJAa CKpUIlyvasi
JBEPb, U BCE CTUXJIO.

— Kyna sto on? — cnipocuia Kbicio, cCUIeBIIIEro psioM.

— B nonBas, oH Bcerna TaMm HOUyeT, — OTBETHII TOT, CJIOBHO 3TO OBUIO B HOPME.

— Toraa 3aueM emy cniayibHsI? — MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH YIUBJIEHHO.

— Jln1s1 rocTei, KOHEYHO ke, — 3asIBWJ1 YyBEPEHHO PbLKUI U HAIpaBWJICS B KOMHATY, — UIEM, HAM
U IpaBJa Jy4ie OTOOXHYTb.

3aiiig B cnajibHIO, KbICS 3alphIirHY/I HA KpPOBaTh U MO-XO3MCKU PACTSHY/ICA HAa NOKPBIBAJIE,
JOBOJILHO TIOTATMBAsICh. §l MmocieioBata ero mpuMepy 1 TOXe pacTsSHY/IACh HA MOCTENH, OJakeHHO
IMPUKPLIBAsA Iia3a. HO‘IyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK HaBaJIMBACTCA YCTAJIOCTh 3a BEChb HpO)KI/ITI)Iﬁ JE€Hb. CGFO)IHH
CTOJIKO BCETrO MPOU30IUIO, YTO MO OIHBI MO3I YCTal U HE XKeJlaJl BOCIIPUHUMATh UX BCEPbE3.
HagepHoe, s momymMato 000 BCEM 3aBTpa, a celvac CraTh. . .
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— Arujenb — KpacuBOe UM U TIEPEBOAUTHLCS UHTEPECHO «POXAEHHAS B OTHE», — BAPYT MPO-
rosoput Kbicsi, Bo3Bpaiiasi MeHsl B peaibHOCTh. — [loueMy Thl cpa3y He cKa3ajia MHe MOJIHOe UMsi?

— He xotena, — OypkHyJ1a HeonpeaeaéHHO, HEOXOTHO OTKpbIBas IJ1a3a U 3eBast. — Hukorga He
AyMmaJja, 4To Y MOETrO UMEHHU eCTh IIepeBO].

— ¥V Kax10ro UMeHH eCTb MePeBO, BE[Ib OHO HE MPOCTO TaK AAETCS, — 3asIBHJT CEPbESHO PHIKHIA,
VIS5 HA MEHSI MHOTO3HAYUTEIIbHO. — VIMsI — 3TO CyTh UelsloBeKa, ero npegHa3sHaueHue!

— A y Hac JaloT MPOCTO TaK, — OTBETHJIA €MY, ITOKAB IJICYaMH PaBHOIYIITHO, — BOT MEHsI, HAITPH-
Mep, MPOCTO MO OyMakKKe Ha3BaJIH.

— 310 Kak Tak? — ynuBuicsa Kbics 1 1ake rojioBy MOJHSIT U YT HABOCTPHII, YCTABUBIIKCH HA
MEeHsI CBOMMH TIJ1a3aMHU-OJTIOII[aMHU.

§l neHnBO pacckasaja CBOIO MCTOPHUIO TMOMAJaHUsl B JOM MAaTIOTKH, U KaKOBO ke ObLIO MOE
M3yMJICHHE, KOT/Ia KOT BCKOYMJI Ha TIOCTEJIA, M HEPBHO 3aKPYXKUJICSI HAa MECTe, CJIOBHO ITBITAsICh TIOH-
Mathb cBOW XBOCT. [T0TOM ocTaHOBUMIICS, Cell Ha MOITy, TOEp3al HEPBHO U BKPAJUMBO CIIPOCHIT:

— U kakoe ke BTopoe ums tede namm?

He cpasy nonsna, 0 4éM OH CIIPOCHII, HO peIlnIa IPOCTO YTOUYHUTH:

— ®ammms, yro ym? IonHoe nms Arugens Benana.

— D10 *e BommedHo! — 3akpuyan Kbicsi, BCKakuBasi Ha 3aJHUE JIallbl, a MepeHne, pa3Boas
TaK, CJIOBHO cOOMpasicst MeHs1 OOHSATh. — Arunienb Bepana — nepeBoanTCs, Kak «poXIEHHAS B OTHE,
Bepaomasn»! 9 Hamen tebs, msy, Hamen! Crnaa TBopiry Benvkomy!

OH TnpUHSJICS TaHIEBaTh «JIaMOaIy», Kpykach Tepe/io MHOM M BWIsAS XBOCTOM. M3ymileHO
yCTaBHUJIACh HA KOTA, HE MOHMMasi, YeM BBI3BAHO ero OypHas pajocTh. B ronose mynscupoBaiia pasa,
OpoIllIeHHAs1 KOTOM, He J]aBasi MHE TIOKOsI: «sI TeOsl HAIEm» ...

Tak, MUHYTOYKY, 4TO 3HAYUT «HAIEM»? OH 4YTO K IeIleHaPaBIeHHO OTKPbLT OPTaJ, YTOObI
MeHsI 3aTsHYTh clofia?! 3HauuT, 3/1eCh 51 OKa3alach He ci1y4ainHo?! 310CTh MOJHSIACh BHYTPH, 3aCTaB-
JIsis1 MeHsI I3MEHUThCS B Jivile. CXBAaTHUB KOTA 3a IIKUPKY, TPAXHYIA €0 XOPOIIEHHKO W MIPOIIUTIeNa,
HE XyXe 3Meu:

— Tak 310 TBOMX pyK zAeno? [la Kak Tl mocMes 6e3 MOero COryIacHs. ..

— Ipoctu ms-y, MA-y-y-y, — kanooHo 3anpuuntan Keics, mpukuMas yimv v Jeias TaKylo
HECYaCTHYIO MOPAY, YTO MOsI 3JI0CTh OTCTYIIWJIA.

BrinycTuB ero u3 3axBara, yceaach Ha KpOBaTH B TI03Y JIOTOCA U MOTpeOoBasia OO BbSICHEHUI.

— 3auem Thl PUTAITWII MeHs ciofa?

Proxmil orOeskas mogasbiie, YToObl s1 HE MOIJIa BHOBb JIOTSIHYThCS IO HETO, TIOTOM TOMSIICS
HEMHOT0, HaJiesich U30eKaTh JOMpoca, HO 3aMETHB MOW XMYPbIA B3IJIsII, BCE K€ TIPOTOBOPHI:

— Tb1 nomKHA TPOOYIUTH TMOCTIEAHETO IPAKOHA.

— K0, 517! Kakoro em¢ apakoHa, OHU ke BbIMEPIN? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA YIUBIEHHO, HUYETO He
noHnMasi. BoamyIeHre ¢ HOBOW CHIION 3aXJIECTHYJIO, M 51, YeKaHs KaxkJoe CJIOoBo, crpocuna: — To
€CTh, ThI IPUTAIIWT MEHs CIO[a, pajJii KaKOK-TO OaliK|, JIETeH bl TOJIBLKO U Bcero? Thl BOOOIIE HOP-
MaJTbHbIN? !

— Ipoury, He 31much Ha MeHs! — B3Momnuicst Kbics, Tak yMUJIBHO CJIOKUB JIATIKK B MOJIMTBEHHOM
JKecTe, UTo 5 eJie ciepKaa yabloKy. — 51 mpekpacHO NOHMMAI0, KaKue YyBCTBa OylIyIoT B TeOe ceifuac,
HO y3HaB TIPaBIy, YBEpeH, Thl H3MEHUIIb CBOE MHEHUE.

— Tw1 mepemecTus1 MeHs1 B JPYroi MUp, 0e3 MOero coriacusi! — BhlaJInia BOMYIIEHHO.

—INouemy 6e3 TBOETO coracusi, — OOMXEHHO MTPOTOBOPUJI KOT, — ThI MBICJIEHHO TMOXeaa KUTh
B JIeCy, MOJAJIbIIIE OT TOPOJIAa M CYeThl. JleTasiu Thl He YTOYHSIIA, & Marusl BHIIIOJHSAET BCE B TOYHOCTH.

— K10 Tebe pazpermmi yntath MOM MBICIH, a? — HE YHUMAJACh si, YyBCTBYsl OOMly U HecIpa-
BE/JTUBOCTH CUTYAIVIH.

— 9710 He 51! — BHOBb OTKPECTWICSI KOT, OJIHUMAsI JIAMIKU K Bepxy. — D10 Bce Marus! S auib
OTKPBLI OPTAJI, a AaJIbIlle BCE caMo Mpor3onuio. B Tede npodynuiack UCKpa, MOYYsB PSAOM Maruio,
a OHa, B CBOIO 0UYepe/ib, IepeMecTiiia TeOsi B TOT MUP, OTKY/IA 3Ta UCKpa U TIPOU30IILIA.
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— Xouelllb CKa3aTh, Marusi HACTOJIBKO pa3syMHa? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH 51, HEJOBEPUYMUBO VIS
Ha PBLKETO.

— Hy B kakoii-to Mepe na, — yKJIOHUMBO OoTBeTU Kbicsa. — OHa 6e301mO09HO OrpeaesieT
CBOMX HOCHUTEJIEH U HallpaBJIsieT Ty/a, I1le OHU HYKHEe.

Bcras ¢ kpoBaTH, HEPBHO 3ax01JIa [0 KOMHATE, 3aJI0)KMB PyKH 3a ciiuHy. [loBeputs B cka3aH-
HOE OBLJIO CJIOKHO, HO €CJIU CJIOKUTh BMECTE BCE MOMEHTBI, KOTOPbIE IIPOM3OIILIN CO MHOM CErofiHs. . .

CHayana s 3aBUCTIa B BO3yXe, Cracasich OT MeBe/lsl, TOTOM HaKoJ0Basa ceOe UMY U Cay/a
C CyHAyKa KOTa, a JIIIEro 3achllajia JArymkKkaMyu. 3HauuT, BO MHE JIECTBUTEIBHO €CTh YaCTUYKa
Maruu? MBICIH B TOJIOBE MepeMeIaInCh, HO OJIHA BCE ke BBIOMBAIACh, HE JaBast MOKOSL.

— ToI ckazad, 4To s TOJKHA TPOOYAUTH APAKOHA, — IIPOrOBOPHMIIA 33 yMunBO. — Ho Beib HUKTO
HE 3HAeT, IJie OH, WK TeOe N3BECTHO. . .7

S obopana dpazy, mocMorpes Ha Kbicio, mpuritypeHo. Heyxenu oH 1efCTBUTEIHHO 3HAET, Tj1e
MpsiYeTCs MOCIEAHUI IPaKOH U HajeeTcs ero packoiaoBarh? KoT OTBEN B3I U HEPBHO IEPHYI
KOHUMKOM XBOCTA.

— Ilo¥iny Ha meyke MOCIUIo, @ TO KOCTOUKHU JIOMHUT, K JAOK/II0 HABEPHO, — OYPKHYJI OH U HCYE3.

Coexan! Bor xe nmpoiigoxa! Kak TONBKO 51 IBITAIOCh BBIBE/IATh y HETO HYXXHBIE CBE/ICHUS, OH
TYT e IIyCKaeT B X0/ Maruio ucuesasi. Hy HIuero, paHo nim Mo3/HO, 51 y3HAIO BCIO ITPaB/y. XOTeJI0Ch
Obl TIOpaHbIIIe, YTOOBI UMETh BpeMsl cOeKaTh UM OTKa3aThesl. HeT, HeT, MHe CpOYHO HyKeH OTHABIX,
MHAue rojioBa MOsl IIPOCTO B30OPBETCS OT MbIcieil. HykHO ¢ HUMM nepecnars U TOTAA, BO3MOXKHO,
HOJIyYUTCS PA3JIOKUTh BCE IO MOJIOUKAM.

BepHyBIIMch K KpoBaTH, pasjesnach, OCTaBasCh B CBOEM TOIE U JIETMHCAX. 3aBAJIMBIIKCH HA
MOCTEJb, YKyTaJIaCh B TEMJIOE MOKPBIBAJIO M 3aKpblja IJ1a3a.

«Cnacarb JpakoHa HHTEPECHO, HO HeOe30IacHO. . .», — OblIa MOCIEIHSS MbICIIb, MEJIbKHYBIIIAS
B CO3HaHHUE, IIpesk/ie YeM s Orpy3usIach B COH. ..
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7 ri1aBa

[IpocHynacek s cama, HUKTO MeHs He Oyaw, a B jioMe ObUTo THXO. [TomHSABIIMCH C TOCTeNH,
MOTSIHYJIACh CIAAKO, pa3MHUHAsI MBIIIIBI TIocsie cHa. Ha ynuBienue, HO 51 BbicHajiach M YyBCTBOBaJa
ce0s1 OTIOXHYBILIEH W TIOJHOM CWJI, 4TO ObIBAJIO KpaiiHe peako B MoéM mupe. HakuHyB pyoariky
MOBEPX TOIMA, BHIIILIA U3 KOMHATHI U, IEPErHYBILKCH Yepes3 Nepuiia, OCMOTPEIa MePBbIid ITax.

— 91, Kelcd, TH 37ech? — Io3Bajla KOTa, HO OTBETA He IOCenoBaio. — EcTb kTo goMa? — n
CHOBA THUIIMHA.

Heyskenm MeHs1 OCTaBWIIM OJJHY M He TIOOOSUTHCH, uTo 51 coery? [ToMHMIIa, 4TO KOposieBa OTIpa-
BUJIA Jieliero Ha 60J0TO BMeCTe ¢ UILeHKamMu, a BOT Mpo haMIIIbsipa HUKTO HE TOBOPHLI.

CryCTHBIIKCH, MPOIILIA HA KYXHIO U 3aIVIsTHYJIa Ha TIeUKy, TIOOMMOE MECTO PhIKEro, HO €ro Tam
He okazasiock. Hy M nagHO, ofiHOW Aake MPUKOJIBHO, MOKHO, HAKOHEll, PacciaOuThCss U HEMHOTO
OTIIOXHYTb OT CTPAHHOTO MHUpPA BOKPYT.

— X, ceifyac Obl Kohe, — MPOrOBOPHUIIA C COXKATIEHUEM, OCMATPHUBAs CTOJ, HAKPBITHIH 1S 3aB-
Tpaka.

3pech ObUTH M CBeXHUe OYJIOUYKH, W OJIATYIIKM C BAPEHbEM M CMETaHOW, CTPaHHAasi OpaHXeBast
Kala ¢ Y€pHpIMU sirogaMu. Ha reuke meIxTes KOTeJIOK ¢ KUTISTKOM, a PSIIBIIIKOM TPUMOCTHUIICS Yaii-
HUK 1 3aBapkoil. O00 MHE M03a00THIIUCh, U 3TO ObLIO MPUSTHO, HO IO yTpaM s MPEeANoYnTaia cBe-
JKecBapeHHbI kode Oe3 caxapa.

Hanug ceGe B wamiky yaii, crenania napy rioTKoB ¥, HOMOPIIMBIINCH, OTcTaBuiIa. EcTh coBceM
HE XOTeJIOCh, OPraHM3M IPUBBLIK K YTPEHHE! HArpy3Ke U TOJIBKO MOCIIe ITOTrO K JIETKOMY 3aBTPaKY.

— [Noxanyit, MOXXHO M TTpoOekKaThCsl BOKPYT JOMa Mapy KpyroB, MOKa HUKOTO HET, — cKa3aja
cama ceOe, BctaBast U3-3a crona. — Jlymato, Keicst He Oyaer mpoTuB criopTa, a X03sMHY J0Ma 3HaThb
HeoO0A3aTeIbHO.

CkuHyB pyOalky, rnmoBecuia e€ Ha BelIajKy Bozje aBepu. Ha MHe mo-mpesxkHemy ObUT TOTI,
JIETUHCHI M KPOCCOBKH, U 51 MOPAI0BAJIach, YTO COXPAHMIIA MPUBBIUHYIO JJIs1 COPTa OAEk1y. 31ech
TaKOW He HaWTH, a OeraTh B IMUPOKUX OpIOKax U pyoOallike, Tak ceOe MepCrieKTUBKA.

OTKpBIB OCTOPOXKHO JBEPb JIOMA, BBIIJISIHYJA HApyXKy M ocMoTpenach. [ITHUKM menu cBou
TPeJIH, CIIBIIIATIOCh KBAKaHbE JISATYIIEK U KYKKaHUE MPOJIETAIONIUX HACEKOMbBIX. X UIIIHUKOB CJIBIIITHO
He OBLIO, CKOpeli BCero OHU CIIAT B CBOMX Oepiiorax.

Beiiins Ha monsiHy, chenana KOMILUIEKC YIpaKHEHWH Ha Pa3MUHKY MBIIII, a 3aTeM, BHIOpaB
HarpaBjieHHe, NoOexaa Mo HeMpPUMETHOW TPOIle, KOTOpasi CTeJIMJIach 10 TpaBe W BUJISUIA BIOJb
B3/IbIOJICHHBIX KOPHEH JepPEeBbEB.

«Jlaxe ecim yoery jajeko OT JIoMa, CMOTY BEPHYThCSI IT0 9TOM XkKe TPOIMHKE», — TIOyMaJia Ipo
ceOs1 1 JIOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJIACh CBOEMY PEIIICHUIO.

Ceiiuac yTpeHHHMI Jiec COBCEM He Kazajicsl cTpamHbiM. Jla, OH, HECOMHEHHO, ObUI CTPaHHBIM,
TYCTBIM U COBEPIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIM, HO €CJIM 3Haelllb TPOIY, TO JieC JJisl TeOsi CTAHOBUTCSI HE TaK
ornaceH. CoJHIIe MOYTH He MMPOHUKAJIO Yepe3 IYCTYI0 KPOHY JepEeBbEB, U3-32 ITOr0 BJIAKHOCTh CTOSIIA
BbICOKas1. Takue ycIOBUsI OCJIOKHSIIA MTPOOEKKY, U yXKe uepe3 MATh MUHYT Oera Mosi Ofiek/1a Obla
MOKpasi HACKBO3b OT IOTa.

JpIIIaTh TOXE CTAHOBUIIOCH TPYHO, CIIOBHO BO3YX BOKPYT CryIiajcs. Sl octaHOBMIach, nepe-
BOJIS IBIXaHUE U pelliasi, CTOUT JIM MPOIOJIKaTh Oer naibine. Coujist C TPOIIb, TPUCTOHUIIACH CITMHOM
K CTBOJTY BEKOBOI'O JIepeBa U MPUKPbLIA I71a3a, CTApasiCh BOCCTAHOBUThH BAPYT COMBILIEECS JbIXaHUE.
Bor yx He oxujiana, 4To CBIpOCTh MOXET HACTONBKO Melath Oery. 1o Tey Bapyr nmpodexkaa BoJiHa
MypallleK, a B IPYy/IY MOSBUIOCH YYBCTBO TPEBOTH.

OTKpBIB IM1a3a, 3aMeTUIa TUIOTHBIN OeNECHIN TyMaH, MOsIBUBIIMICS Ha Tporie. OH CTeuiIcs 1o
3emJie, MeJJIEHHO Pacriofi3asch B CTOPOHBI, CJIOBHO IBITASICh MEHSI OKPYKUTb U OTpe3asi MyThb JIOMOIA.
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HepBHo criioTHysa 1 ObICTPO OCMOTpENIach, M CIOCO0 OTCTYIUIeHHsI. BOKPYT TOJIBKO 3apociu
KOJTIOUMX KYCTAPHUKOB, POCIIME TUIOTHOW CTEHOM, Yepe3 HUX He MpoOpaThesl, B 3TOM 51 yOeausach
emé B IepBbIid JeHb onaganus. [ITuipl mpoposkamm medeTarh B BHICOKUX KPOHAX JIepeBbEB, HO BOT
CTPaHHOCTb, BCS )KUBHOCTb, HAXOAMBINASICS HUKE BETBEH, CJIOBHO BHIMEPIIA.

B rpyau 3amieBenuioch Hexopoliee MpeqayBCTBHE, U 51 CYJOPOKHO BTSIHYJIA BO3IYX, YCIOKa-
MBasl HAPACTAIOIIYI0 MaHUKy. [lopora K oMy OblJ1a OTpe3aHa TyMaHOM, OekaTh Yepe3 Hero He PUCK-
HYJIa, OH Ka3aJICs OMACHBIM. BO3MOKHO, 9TO MPOCTO MOE BOOOpakeHHE PasbIrpajioch, HO IOYEMY-TO
HE XOTeJIOCh IPOBEPSITh, HACKOJBKO $ MpaBa.

[IpuHSB eIMHCTBEHHOE BEpHOE pellleHWe, OTTOJKHY/IACh OT JepeBa, YTOObl BEPHYThCS Ha
TPOITy, HO TYT K€ OCTAaHOBHJIACh, O3UPAsICh MO cTopoHaM. Tpoma rcuesna.

— Oi1, mamouku! YTo ke s Hajgenana! — NMCKHY/IA UCITyTaHHO, YyBCTBYS, KaK [aHUKAa BHOBb
HACTYIIaer.

TyMaH, CIOBHO TIOYyBCTBOBAB MO CTpax, yckopuJcs. Kiyosch u Bc€ Oosbliie crymasch, OH
pacrnonzacs o 3emiie ¥ ObUT yKe COBCEM PsAOM. [IpIaTh CTAHOBUJIOCH TPYJHEH, a elé MOsIBUJICS
HETIPUSTHBIN 3arax MpoTyxmux suil. [ToHsia, 9to Gosbllie MEeAIUTh HeJlb3sl, HHaue MPOCTO 3a/10X-
Hych. $I Opocrach B IPOTUBOIIONOXKHYIO CTOPOHY OT TyMaHa.

Be3 Tponbl 6exkaTh ObLJIO MPaKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXHO. [Iprxoansiock nepesesars yepe3 Topya-
1Y€ U3-TI0J] 3¢MJIU KOPHU, TIPOPBIBATHCSI CKBO3b KOJTIOUNE KYCTAPHUKH, CIIOTHIKATHCS O JIaHbl, 0OBH-
Baloiye Bc€ BOKpYr. TymaH mpecienoBajl MeHsl, He OTCTaBasi, MHOT/Ia Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH XUBOW, U s
CJIBIIITY THXOE phlYaHKe XUIHUKA. [Tondupasich Ko MHe BCE OJIMKe, OH CIIOBHO 3aroHsUT B HEBUIUMYIO
JIOBYIIIKY.

OTuasiHye 3aXJIECTHYJIO MEHS C TOJIOBOW, KOT/A YCJbIIIaia Moj HOTaMH YaBKAIOIHe 3BYKH.
3TO MOIJIO 3HAUUTH TOJIBKO OHO, 51 BHOBb OKa3asachk Ha Oosote! OCTaHOBHUIIACH, B yKace OCO3HABas,
YTO AEHCTBUTENHHO OKa3asach B JIOBYIIKE. 3/1eCh MEHS jk/1aj1a HeMuHyemast ruoesb! bexars Bnepén
Oe3ymue, Tam TOIb, & OCTaBasICh HA MECTEe, MEHs KAaJI0 YAyllibe Win Oosiee cTpamiHas cMeptsb. He
HaW/s1 HAYEero JIy4Illero B JaHHOW CUTYAINH, 51 3aKpUyalia YTo €CTh MOUH:

— INomorute! Cniacute, ymorisiio!

OT MOero MCTeprUYHOro KpHKa Jaxke MTUIBI UCIYTAaHHO CMOJKJIM. 30B pa3HECCS 3XOM IO
T'YCTOMY JIECY M 3aTepsiiCsl B IJTyXOH Yallie. . .

OtuasiHvie 1 0e3bICXOIHOCTD OBJIAJIEIA MHOM HACTOJIBKO, UTO B TOJIOBY JIE3JTH CTPAIITHBIE MBICITH.
TOJIBKO ¥ OCTaBAJIOCh, YTO MOJIUTHCS UYAY.

«Bpann, Bpana, cnacu MeHs! Thl ke Jemmid, ycisiib MeHs. [lomoru, u s oTiiady tede Tem
*Ke, obernar!» — 1menTana nmpo ceds, CJIOKUB PYKH B MOJIMTBEHHOM JKecTe.

TyMaH HeyMOIUMO MoAOMpacs BcE OJIMKe, OCTaBATIOCh YyTh OOJIbIIIe HECKOIBKUX METPOB, a
OTCTyNaTh ObLIO HEKY/a, 32 CIMHOM TpsichHa. YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO OCTAHOBUTH HACTYIUICHUE TyMaHa,
CXBaTHUJIA CYXyIO BETKY OT KYCTApHHMKA U TIPUHSIACh PAa3MaXUBATh €l U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, TIBITASICh
pa3BesiTh MyTHYIO IbIMKY. OHa KJTyOMIach, pacragasch ¥ BHOBb COOMPAsCh B €IUHOE 1IeJI0e, CTaHO-
BAChH eII¢ Oosiee TUIOTHOM 1 onacHoi. Tenepp st 4ETKO cibliaia MUneHne, 1 MO€ BOOOpakeHHe TYT
K€ HApPUCOBAJIO CKOTLJIEHHUE MHOKECTBA 3MeH, TIPSATABIIUXCS B 3TOM TyMaHe.

HeoxuganHo 3a Moel CIIMHOW YTO-TO XJIOMHYJIO, 3aCTaBJIsAsI B3APOTHYTh M 00epHYThCs. Bo3-
AyX pa3pesasa CBETsIIasics MoJoca, CJIOBHO MOJHUS M PACIION3JIach, MPOITYCKask KO MHE JIEIIero C
XMYPBIM BBIP2XKEHUEM JIHILIA.

— W 9to 310 MBI TYT fenaeM? — CIPOCHII OH XPUILIO, a IOTOM OKHMHYJI MEHs B3IJISIOM U J00a-
BuI: — [la emé B Takom Buje?

— Jla BOT, TyMaH pasroHsiio, — OTBETHJIA, TIIYTIO YILIOHYBIIHCH. 51 OblTa eMy Tak paja, uTo roToBa
ObL1a OPOCUTHCS B 00BSITHS U pactiesioBaTb. OTBEpHYJIACh, YTOOBI HE BBIIABATH CBOM SMOIIMH, HO BCE
ke MosicCHWIIA: — BpIia Ha TpoOexkKy yTpoM, a TyT «TO» 3a MHOH yBsi3anock. [Todyemy oH MeHs
npecienyer?
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— Iotomy 4TO 3TO X€abM — TYMAHHBIN XUIIHUK, TUTAIOUIUIACS )KUBON SHEPIUel, — CIIOKOMHO
nosicHWI1 bpany, BbIXOs BIEPEN U MO-XO3SMCKU 3a/IBUrasi MEHS 3a CIMHY. — A TBOSI SHEPIUs €Il
1 HeoObIYHasI, BOT U TIPUBJIEKJIA €ro.

JlocTaB U3 MOSICHOW CYMKH, OyTBUIEK C 3€JIbeM, OTKYIOPHWII €r0 U TUIECHYJT BIEpE, Tyaa, Kyaa
yxe nopo0pascs Tymad. TOT 3ammrien 1 OTHPsIHYJ, HO TYT e CHOBA TOTBITAJICS OOOWTH Hac C ApY-
rOil CTOPOHBI, HO JICIIMI BHOBb MPUHSJICS Pa3OpBI3IUBaTh 3€/Ibe BOKPYT HAC, 3aCTABIISIS XUITHUKA
OTCTYNATh C IIUIECHUEM.

BrinisiHyB 1M3-3a €ro CliviHbI, CJIeAnsIa 3a JeUCTBUSIMU TYMaHHOTO 3Bepsi, BCE OOJIbIIIe OCO3HA-
Basi, YTO OH U MpaB/a kKuBas TBapb, MMelomast Mosr. U ceituac oH codrpasicsi B OAHY OOJIBIIYIO TPO-
30BYIO Ty4y, YTOOBI CII€IaTh PHIBOK K HAM U COXPATb.

— Mamouku! — nUcKHyAa 51, XBaTasCh 3a pyOaxy JeIIero oT cTpaxa.

Bpanp He crain xiaTh, KOrga 3Ta TBaph MPEANPUMET HOBYIO TMOIBITKY MPOPHIBA HEBUAUMOIO
Oapbepa. PacrieckaB Bech My3bIpEK MO 3eMJIe, OH pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE, TIOIXBATUI 3a TAIUIO, TPH-
KHMasi MaKCUMAJIbHO OJTM3KO, M CKOMaHIOBAJT:

— He gpimm!

MarmmuHanbpHO 3aiepikana JbIXaHue, KOrja MosiBUIACh sipKasi MoJoca, MOMIOTHBIIAS HAC, a B
CJEYIOIIYI0 CEKYH/Y, Mbl BBIIIUIM HA TOJISTHE BO3J/e JoMa. S 0OerdyeHo BBIIOXHY/A U OOMSIKJIA B
pykax bpanpaa, moHMMasi, OmacHOCTh MUHOBaJIA. JIemuii mpookan MeHs IepKath, CIIbllaja, Kak
ero cepeOreHre y9acTUIIOCh, & MBIl HAIMJIMCH CBUHIIOM. XOTsl, OTKY/Ia Y HETO B3SUIMCh MBIIIIIBI,
00bsACHUTH cebe He cMora. OH CMOTpesT Ha MeHs IPUCTAJIBHO, CJIOBHO BUJIEIN BIIEPBbIE, U SIBHO HE
coOMpaJcs BHITYCKaTh U3 CBOETO 3aXBara.

UyBCTBYSI MHTEpeC, MOAHSIIA I71a3a U BCTPETHIIACH C €0 SIHTAPHBIM B3IJISIOM, 3pavyKy cefuac
Ka3aJIMCh TOHKMMH BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU JIMHUSIMU, pa3pe3aloliMu paaykKKy Ha ABe nojoBuHku. Ceparie
WCITyTaHHOW MTHIIEH 3aTpereTaso B Ipyar, KpoBb Oy piIsIIIMM MOTOKOM MOHECIACh 10 BEHaM, 3aCTaB-
JIsisl KPaCHETh, a 3aTeM 3Ta Topsiyasi BOJTHA XJIBIHYJIa BHU3, B PallOH )KMBOTA, 3aCTABIsIsA MEHsI CyHO-
POXXHO BTSIHYTh BO3/IyX PTOM. BCE Teso MOKphIIOCh My palllkaMu, BBI3bIBAsI O3HOO.

3ameTnia B ma3ax bpanja 3aropeBimics a3apTt u KeJlaHue, ero ryosl pacIiIbUIUCh B JIOBOJIb-
HOM yxMbUIKe. OH JIETKO CYMTall MOE COCTOSIHUE, SMOIIMU U 1yBCTBA.

— OrmyctrTe MeHs. .. — MPOIIIeNTala HeyBEPEHHO, CHOBA KpacHesl U CMYIIAsCh.

CTpaHHO, HO JICIIINIA HE CTaJl TPOTUBUTLCS, BBITyCKask MeHsI U3 pyK. OTIIATHY/IaCh OT HEro, Kak
OT MPOKAXEHHOTO, 3aX0TEJIOCh HEMEIEHHO CMBITh 3TH MPUKOCHOBEHHUSI ¢ Tesa. Ho Most ayina Obiia
HE COIVIACHA, TTOYEMY-TO XKeJlasi OCTABaThCS B OOBATHSIX JICIIETO.

«Jla, Kak Takoe MoxeT ObITh?! — pa303/MiIach Ha ceOs1, UyBCTBYS pas3naja BHyTpu cebds. — OH
K€ CTPAIITHBIN JIOXMATBIN MyKHK O6e3 MaHep 1 BocriuTanust! Tak moyeMy s pearvpyio Ha Hero? Bpen
KaKoU-TO!».

—INouemy THI B ucriofHeM Oelibe? — CIIPOCHJT JIEIHMIA MPOHUYHO, OTPbIBasi MEHS OT HETIPUSTHBIX
MBICJIEH.

— D10 cnopruBHas ¢opma! — oTBeTHIa BO3MYIIeHO. — [IpocTo permia mpodexaTbes nepes
3aBTPAKOM, 5 BCEI/Ia TaK JIEJIAIo 10 yTPaM.

Jlemmii BHOBb OKMHYJI MEHSI JTIOOOIBITHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, OT KOTOPOTO 3aXOTEJIOCh MPUKPHITHCS.
OH (BIPKHYJ ¥ HEJOBOJIBHO TPSXHYJI KOCMATOM T'OJI0BOM.

— To1 m10X0 ycBOMIIa, [lesb, 4To 3TOT Jiec He JIIOOUT Uy:KaKoB? — CIIPOCUJT OH, Yke Oojiee pesKo.
— Wi, Moxet 3a0bi1a, 9To TeOs UIIyT?

— 3abynens TyT, — OypKHYyJa 51, OpOCUB Ha HEro BO3MYIIEHHBIN B3IJISII, — 3/IECh BCE TOTOBBI
MeHsI COXpaTrh U1 YOUTb.

— BepHo, — cornacuiics iemmmii, — MOTOMY ThI MOCTYNWJIA, KaK TMOCTEAHss Typa, B U3
JIOMa, Ja €IlE B TaKOM BUJIE.

— [Monporry 6e3 ockopOeHuit! — BOCKJIMKHY.Ia OOMKEHHO, TIOrPO3UB MY TaJIblIEM U B3IEPHYB
MOI00POJIOK.
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Bpanz okpyrmi ra3a OT Tako# HAIJIOCTH C MOEW CTOPOHBI, a IOTOM, KaK PBIKHET, HE XyXKe
37100HOTO 3BEpsI:

— HemenuieHHO ofieHbes, Min 1 3a ce0s1 He pyvaroch!

B3Bu3ruyB ucryranHo, ppaHysia K oMy 0e3 orisiiki. 3abexaB BHYTpb, CXBATHJIA C BEIIAIKH
pyOaiky u, HaTSIHYB Ha ce0s1, OCTeNIa K JIECTHUIIE.

— W He cmeii BBIXOOUTD U3 JoMa! — pSIBKHYJI B CIIMHY JIEILIUH, a [TIOTOM ABEPb C IPOXOTOM 3aXJIOM-
HYJIaCbh.

S ornsanynack, yoex/asch, YTO OH He TIOMIEN 32 MHOH, U O0JIer4éHHO BhIOXHYA. Jla, mpo-
OexXKa OKa3ajach HeyAauHOW HJeel, 3eCh U MpaB/a MOJTHO HEBUIAHHBIX 3BEpel, O KOTOPHIX S Jake
He cablmana. JJomkHa Ipu3HaTh, YTO COBEPIIMIIA OMPOMETUMBBINA MOCTYIOK, HO MHE TaK XOTEJIOCh
MOYYBCTBOBATh ce0sl, KaK AOMa, XOTb Ha HEMHOXKO.

3aiiig B CrayibHIO, OBICTPO OfEach M BEpPHYJIACh HA KyXHIO, alleTUT MPOCHYJICS 3BEPCKUil
TocJie CTOJIb HepBHOTO yTpa. CIMIIKOM MHOTO HEPBOB OBUIO MOTPAYeHO, M TETlepb MOW OpraHU3M
TpeOoBaJl CIaAKoro, 4ToOH 3aecTh cTpecc. Korma romon OblT YTONEH, S MPUHSIIACH CIIOHSATHCS TIO
JOMY, He 3Has1, YeM ceOsl 3aHSATh.

WurtepecHo, a nemmii NpUHAMAaeT BaHHY WM, MOXeET, OH Moetcsi B 6osote? Cyas 1o 3amaxy
TUHBI, UIYIIETO OT HETO, MBIThCSI OH He 0C000 JIIOOMII. A BOT 51 ObI C OOJBIITNM YIOBOJILCTBUEM ceivac
MIPUHSLIA TyTT IOcyIe TPoOekKr. MOKeT JIelni YCTAaHOBII BaHHY y cedOst B moaBasie. OcMOTpeB Bce
YTOJIKM Ha TIEPBOM 1 BTOPOM 3Ta’Ke, pellIniia y3HaThb, a UTO XKe CKPHIBACTCS B TIOJBAJIE.

CrnycTvBIIMCh TIO CTYIEHSIM BHU3, OCTAaHOBHWJIACH HA MUHYTY, NMPHUBBIKAsi K TEMHOTe. XoTesa
TMIOMCKAaTh BBIKJTIOUATEIh, HO BCIOMHMJIA, YTO 3/1eCh paboTaeT Jpyras cucrema. XJIONHyJa napy pas B
JIAOIIH W TYCKJIBIA CBET 03apHiI HEOOJIBIIYI0 KOMHATYIIKY, Iie TI0 00eUM CTOPOHaM Ha CTeJTakax
JI0 CaMOro BEpXY CTOSUTM KYBIIMHBI M OTPOMHBIE OyTBLIH, 3arieyaTaHHble cyprydom. Ha Hux jexan
TOJICTBIN CJIOW MbUIM, CKPBIBAsI COAEPKUMOE BHYTPH.

— Oro! Jla Ham nemmii — moduTtens ankorons? Bneyamisionme 3anacel! Terneps MOHSITHO,
MOYEMY Y HEro Takoy 3[J0POBEHHBIN KPaCHBIN HOC, — IPOrOBOPUJIA BCIYX M (PBIPKHYJIA €XUIHO.

[onoiiast Gnuxe, NMpUHIOXaJach K MPOOKe, 3amax OTCYTCTBOB&JI, HEMHOTO CTEpia MbUIb U
noTpsicia e€, HaOmoas 3a BA3KOW KOHCHUCTEHIIME! BHYTPU, OY€Hb HATOMUHAIOIINH JIUKED.

— Hy-Hy, mucrep bpann, BuanMo, 1axe Marus He CracaeT OT aJIKOrOJIM3Ma.

OTpsiXHYB PYKH OT IIBUIM, TIOJIONLIA K JABEPU, KOTOpasi, BUAUMO, U BeJla B KOMHATY JIEIero.
Cpenana ona Obl1a 100pPOTHO, U3 LIEJIBHOTO TUIACTA JiepeBa U OOIIMTA KOBAaHBIMH KeJIe3HBIMU TTPY-
ThsIMUA. MaccuBHasI 1 OUeHb TSOKENAsi, KaK OKa3ajoch. MHe CTOMIIO HEMaJIbIX YCUIIUM, YTOOBI CIIBU-
HYTb €€ C MeCTa, OTKpBIBasl Y3KYIO JIa3elKy, B KOTOPYIO 51 M TPOCKOJIb3HYJIA.

MeHs1 OKyTaa TEMHOTa, B HOC YAAapuJj 3arax cepbl U THHBI, CJIOBHO 51 BHOBb OKa3ajlach Ha
6omnoTe. 3aech ObLIO HACTOJIBKO TEMHO, YTO JIA)Ke OUePTaHUI MPEJMETOB HEBO3MOXKHO ObLJIO pasIiis-
aeTh. 5l XJIomHyNa B IaJ0IIM ¥ 3aMeplia B MPEABKYIIEHUH, JIIOOOMBITHO CJIe/Is 32 TeM, KaK B Pa3HbIX
KOHIIaX OTPOMHOM KOMHATBI BCIIBIXMBAIOT (hakesibl. CHavaa TYCKJIBIN, COBCEM Calblil OTOHb, pasro-
pasich TIOCTETIEHHO, BCE OOJIbIIe OCBElIasi TIOMeIleHre, B KOTOpoM si Haxoauiachk. KakoBo ke Obu1o
M3yMJIEHHE, KOT/ia 5 TIOHsIa, YTO HAXOXKYCh BOBCE HE B KOMHATE. . .

Aro ObuTa camas HacTosias nemepa! OrpomMHas, ¢ BRICOKUMU TOTOJIKAMU, HEPOBHO CTECAH-
HBIMH CTeHaMH. B 1leHTpe cTosuin aepeBsHHbIe OOUKHU, 3aKPHITHIE KeJIE3HBIMUA 00pydYaMu, C MEHs
pOCTOM Kaskjasi. DTa MUpamMHa J0CTUTrajla METPOB MATh B BBICOTY W paslesisija Meliepy Ha 30HbI,
CKpBIBasl OT B3MJIsIAA OCTaJIbHOE MPOCTpaHCTBO. [lonoiins Kk HUM OJike, JTOOOIBITHO MOCTyYaa Mo
JepeBy MPUCITYIITUBASICh. 3BYK OKa3aJics JJOBOJILHO ITyXOM, CJIOBHO OOYKa OblIa 3a0MTa IO 3aBSI3KY,
YEeM-TO TJIOTHBIM.

«B03MOKHO, 3TO 3amac BsJICHOTO Msica, Ha Clydail OyHTa POTUB KOPOJIEBHI ?» — IOgyMaJia mpo
ce0s1 1 yXMbUTbHYJ1ach. OT JIeIero MOXHO OKUIATh Yero YromaHo.
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O06xons1 60YKH IO KPYTY, YBHUJIENA BEIOUTYIO B CTEHE HHIIY, B KOTOPOH PACHONIOKMICS MTUCh-
MEHHBII CTOJ, 3aBaJICHHBI CBUTKAMH U TOJICTBIMU KHUTaMU. MaccuBHAsi KpOBaTh, HE 3HAIOIIAS, YTO
TaKoe TMOCTEeNIbHOE OeNbE, pa3OpocaHHble XAOTUYHO MOAYIIKU U CKOMKAHHOE TMOKpbIBaso. Bc€ ato
CKPOMHOE YOPaHCTBO 3aBepIIal CTEJUIAXK, CTOSBIINI BO3JIe HEPOBHOW CTEHBI U 3aBAICHHBII MHOXe-
CTBOM KHWT.

— Tak BOT rjie HOUyeT JICIUH, — MPOTAHYJIa UPOHUYHO, OIJISABIBAs CKYIHOE YOpaHCTBO, — HY
YTO XK, BIOJHE MYXCKasi OOCTAaHOBKA U OT EHbI MPATATHCS — CaMOe MIJIOE JIEJIO.

JIBUHYyaCh Jajbllie ¥ CTOMJIO OOONTH emi€é Mmapovky OOYeK, Kak MOeMy B3IVISIy OTKPBUIOCH
HeOoIbIIoe 03eplo. S axHyna OT yAuBIeHUs, HAOmoaas1, Kak OT BOAbI OTHUMAETCS Tap.

— A BOT ¥ BaHHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa paJIOCTHO M Mo0eskasa K 03epy.

[Nonoiias 6muske, OMyCcTUIACh HA KOPTOUKM M noTporaia Boay. Kak u npeamosarana, oHa oka-
3aJ1ach TETUION U MMeJTa JIETKUI 3arax cepbl. Tesno TyT ke 3auecanoch, HAOMUHAS, YTO MHE CPOYHO
TpedyeTcst MOMBIThCS. OTISHYBIIUCH Ha3a/l, 3aCOMHEBANIACh, CTOUT JIM TaK PUCKOBAThH, BAPYT XO3SUH
HeoXuIaHHO BepHETCsi? Ho jkenmanue cMBbITh ¢ cedst BCIO TPsI3b CTAJIO MTPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMBIM.

BricTpo pa3neBmmch, s OCTOPOKHO MOJOINLIA K KAMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSIM, BHICEUEHHBIM TIPSMO B
KaMHe, U y’ke coOrpaiach CTYITUTh B BOIY, KaK YCJIBIINAIA THYCABbIN TOJIOC (haMIIIbsIpa.

— 41 OBl He coBeTOBAN, MSI-Y.

B3BU3rHYB, OTCKOUMIIA OT BOJIBI M, CXBATUB PyOaIlKy, MPUKPbUIA HATOTY.

— C yma comwén, Tak myrarb?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 3710, IOBEPHYBIIUCH K KOTY. — §I BCEro Juiib
XOTeJsIa MOMBIThCSI !

— Kt0 pazpenmn rebe BoiTH ciofa? — TporoBopu paccepkeHo Kvics, rHopupyst Moi Bo3rJiac.

OH mapui1 B BO3/yXe, CJIOKHB JIallbl JPYT Ha Apyra v BUJISIsl HEPBHO XBOCTOM.

—Mo¢€ moOOoITBITCTBO, — OypKHYJIa CMYIIEHHO.

— Ecnm xo3s1H 3actaHeT 1eds 3/1ech, TO MPUAET B IPOCTh, — CKa3aJl OH, CMEPUB MEHsI BO3MY-
IEHHBIM B3IJI1IOM C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI.

— INouemy? 1 ;xe HUYEro IIOXOTO He Jesal0, MPOCTO XOTeNa CMBITh C ce0sl TPpsi3b, — MPOrOBO-
puJIa, MokUMasi Tieyamu.

— D70 ero neniepa, 4y’kuM ciofia Xoy HeT, — (pbIpkHYT KbICs, cO 3HaHMeM fena.

— A s He 4yXKasi, a ero HeBecTa, B OyIyIleM, — KeHa, — MPOHUYHO MapyupoBaJia, — a 3HAYMT,
BcE y Hac oliee.

Ha ppixeit Moprie KOTa HOSIBUIOCH pa3ipakeHue, MOTOM OH 3aKaTHJI IJ1a3a K MOTOJKY U TOMOTAJ
TOJIOBOM pa3ouapoOBaHHO.

— Twl HUYETO He MOHUMAeIIIb, JleNb. .. — IPOrOBOPHIT OH MaOCHO, YeM 3a/Iell MOE camMoITiooue.

MeHs HauMHAJIO OECUTH 3TO BEYHOE «Ty/Ja HEJNb3sl, CIofIa HeJb3s, Thl HIYero He MOHUMaelb U
T.0.». VI3 KaX10r0 MOMEHTa KOT M JISIINI CO3[aBaIM TaliHY, MOKPHITYI0 MPAKOM, OTMaXUBasiCh OT
MOUMX BOIPOCOB M HE B/IaBasiCh B MOAPOOHOCTHU. Pemars 3a MeHs1 y HUX MOJy4Yajloch HEIUIOXO, BOT
TOJIBKO MOE TeprieHre He OECKOHEYHO.

— Tol IpaB, He MOHUMAIO, — MOJTBEPINIIA, EXUHO YCMEXHYBIIHCH U TJISI/IS HA KOTA MIPUCTATIBHO.
— Hanpumep, He nmoHMMalo, moyemMy JOKHA BBHIATH 3aMYX 32 TBOETO XO35IMHA, Oe3 CBOEro Corva-
cus? Vim kakoro 4épra MOE€ MHEHHE HUKTO HE YUUTHIBAET, CJIOBHO MEHs 3/1eCh U HeT?! Bc€ BoKpyr
MOKPBITO TAaHOM, JIereH/I01 U elIé Kakou-To Oenubdepnon! 3Haems uto, Kbics, TMUYHO MHE OT Bac
HUYEro He Hy)KHO! A ecyii BaM HeoOXoIMMa MOsI TIOMOIIIb, TO OyJbTe JIIOE3HBI paccKa3aTh MHE BCIO
npasny!

Bc€ 310 BRIManmia Ha OJHOM ABIXaHWH, YyBCTBYS 37I0CTh U BO3MYyILeHHE BHYTpH ceds. Kot
Ternepb CMOTPEJ Ha MEHs C UHTEPECOM, HE IBITAJICS CIOPUTh WM JOKA3bIBaTh [IPABOTY, HET, IPOCTO
cayman v kuBasl. Korjga 3akoH4nsa cBOI0 BO3MYIIEHHYIO THPaLy, OH YJBIOHYJICS, KaK-TO MO XHUIII-
HOMY, CIPBITHYJI Ha 3€MJIIO U YCeJICs NIEPE0 MHOM.

— Xopotlo, cripalmBaii, — HaKOHEI] MPOTSAHYJI OH.
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Sl onemmnia OT ero NpeaoKeHusi, HOTOMY YTO TOTOBMJIACh BBICIYIIATh OYEPEIHON BBITOBOP.
Coo0pa3uB, 4TO PHIKMI COMIACKIICSI OTBEYaTh, MOOETHO YJABIOHYJIACh W TYT e 3ajajia MepBblid
BOIPOC:

— Ilouemy s He Mory 311€ch UCKyNaTbCs?

— IloTomy 4TO BOJA B 9TOM O3€pe s1/10BUTAs AJIs1 YeJIoBeKa, — OTBETHI1 KbICs, coBepIIeHO Crio-
KOIHO.

[To Teny npoméncs XoaoaoK cTpaxa, v sl IOCMOTPESIa Ha KOTa C MOJI03PEHUEM, HE BPET JIM 3TOT
PBUKMI TLTYT?

— W yem xe oHa syioBUTaA? — Hepecipocuiia HEJOBEPUMBO, TOKOCUBIIMCH HA BOJY U IBITASICh
Ha B3IJISI/I OLICHHUTH €€ cocTosiHMe. — BrioHe ceOe mpo3pavHasi...

Kbics BcTasm u 1€10BUTO MPOIIECTBOBA K Kpalo 03€pa, IOCMOTPEB Ha CBOE OTpa)keHHe, OH
MOMOPIIUJICS ¥ TPOMKO YMXHYIL.

— B Bone nmpucyTCTBYeT cepHasi KMCIIOTa, KOHEUHO, HEOOIBIIIOe KOJTMUYECTBO, — MOSICHUII OH CO
3HaHUEM JieJla, — HO JIaKe 3TOTO JIOCTATOYHO, YTOObI YeJIOBEK MOYYMJI CMEPTEIbHbIE OKOTH, TLTIOC
napsl, UCXOASAIINE OT UCTOUHMKA CKPHITOrO B HEApax o3epa.

— Ox, MaMOYKH! — MUCKHYJIa UCITyTaHHO, OTCTYTAsl MOAAJIbLIE.

IT0 nosyyaercs, pbKUIA MHE XU3Hb criac ToJibko yTo?! HepBHO noBesna miedyamu U cresnaia
11ar Ha3ajl, JkeJlasl OKa3aTbCsl MOJAJIbILE OT BOJBL.

— A 3aueM TBOEMY XO35IMHY TaKO€ OIIaCHOE 03ep0? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh HACTOPOKEHHO.

— A 310 npaBWIBbHBIN Bompoc, enb, — nmporoBopuil Keics, cTaHOBSICh cepbE3HBIM. — ThI yike
3Haelllb, YTO MOM XO35IMH HE YEJIOBEK.

— Jla, OH Jlenmii, — MOATBEPAMIIA YACTO MAIIMHAJIBHO, - HEYKEJIM €My He CTpalllHa CepHasl KUC-
nora?

— JlemeMy OnacHO Tak ke, Kak U 4eJI0BeKY, ATu/ieNb, a BOT IPAKOHY. .. — OTBETHII (paMUTIbSIP
Y 3aMOJT4aJl, Jienasl BRIpa3UTeNIbHYIO Nay3y U JaBasi MHE BOZMOXKHOCTb OCO3HATh YCJIBIIIIAHHOE.

Mou rna3a OKpyJIMIIKCh, @ YEJTIOCTb ITPOCTO OTBUCIIA OT CTOJIb HEOKUIAHHOTO ITPU3HAHUS KOTA.
Tonbko 51 coOpanack 3akuaaTh Borpocamu KbICio, Kak TOT pacTBOPUIICS B BO3yXE, OCTABIISIS MEHS
B OJJUHOYECTBE.

— DiA, ThI KyAa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA PACCTPOEHHO, OIJISIBIBASICh IO CTOPOHaM. — OnsiTh cOeraennb?

— Ecimm xouemns y3HaTh OoJIblle, OfeBaiics U MPUXOAM Ha KYXHIO, — YCJIbIIIada TUXUN ToOJIoC
PBIKETO, JOHOCUBILIUICS OT JBEPU.

[Topak€HHasi OTKpPBITHEM, CTOsUIA M U3YMJIEHO CMOTpEJa Ha OMACHOE 03€po, KOTOPOe TaK U
MaHMJIO UCKYyTaThcsl. B rosioBe MesbKaiim OTpeIBKY (ppa3, cka3aHHble Korna-1o Keiceil, u ceituac oHu
HAYMHAJIY CKJIAJIBIBATHCSI B OJIFH OOJTBIION a3, JIefcTBIS 1 MOCTYNKY (haMUTbsipa 0OpeTaIi COBCEM
WHOU cMbIc. Be€ mpowusoriesiee co MHOM He ObIIO CITyYalHOCTHIO, KaK M3HAYATIbHO TOBOPHIT KOT.
OH TOYHO 3HaJI, 4TO aeJtan!

OTtMmepeB, HaKOHEIl, 51 OBICTPO Ofesach U Modexasla Ha KyXHIO, HaIesiCh TIOJIyYUTh OTBETHI Ha
MHOT'OUHMCJIEHHBIE BOITPOCHI, KPYTUBILIUECS B TOJIOBE.

Kbicst mprBBIYHO BO3JIEKAJT HA MEUKe, JIEHUBO BbUIM3bIBasl ceOe J1amy. 3aMeTUB MeHs1, OH Tear-
paJIbHO B3/I0XHYJI U CKa3a:

— 3Ha10-3Halo, Thl B y’Kace 1 3aMellaTe/IbCTBE, HO ITOBEPb, 51 HE MOT CKa3aTh BCIO IIPaBAy NepBOM
TIOMaBIIEHCs JeBYIIKe. A BIPYT Thl IIMTHOHKA KOPOJIEBBI WM TyIIeBHOOObHAS? VT, BO3MOKHO, B
TeOe He ObUTO OBl Maruy, WM IPUCYTCTBYET YepHb B aype? Buauiib, ckombko Bcero? Bot u mpuiuioch
MIPUTIISIIBIBATHCS U JKAATh XO35IMHA, YTOOBI OH TBOIO aypy MOCMOTpEIL.

Habmonas 3a KOTOM, s1 BHOBb M BHOBb ITPOTOHSIJIA CKa3aHHOE UM B TOJIOBE, BCE OOJIbIIe YOeK-
JasCh, YTO CTaJa KEPTBOM XUTPOTO MOIIEHHUKA-(haMIIbsipa, TOTOBOTO HA BCE pajii CBOETO XO35IMHA.

Xo3suHa. ..

— Tax xTo TBOW X0351MH, Ha camoM Jiesie, Kbics? — cripocuia s, MpULLy pUBLIMCH U TTPUCTAIBHO
s Ha Hero. — Jleremy bamusibsip He HyKeH, OH 00J1a1aeT IPUPOIHON Marvei, a BOT IPaKOHYy. ..
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— Tue! — npoummnen oH, npyxuMas yiy 1 3aMrpasi B rOTOBHOCTH J1aTh AEpY. — Jlaxke y cTeH
€cTh ylu!

CHpbITHYB C MUK, KOT TPOCEMEHMIT K CKaMbe, Ha KOTOPOU 1 CUJIeNIa, U YCEJICS PSI/IOM.

— Toi mpaBa, [lenb, 1 haMIIbsIp JpakoHa, XpaHio 1 00eperaio ero Maruio, oka OH 3aKOJIJJOBaH,
— MPOLUENTaJl 3arOBOPLLUIIKY PhIKHMA.

— 3Ha4uT, JIEIUI 3TO U eCTh IPAaKOH? — TaKke IMENOTOM Mepecnpocuia. Pk KUBHYIT U
BHOBb ITOKOCHWJICSI HA JIBE€Pb, CJIOBHO OXKMasi BHE3AITHOTO BTOPKEHMUS.

— K coxanenuio, OH He TIOMHHUT CBOIO UCTHHHYIO CyThb, — IPOU3HEC KOT, — CUMTAET, YTO Jpa-
KOHBI — 3TO BCETO JIMIIb CTapas jereHaa. Bor MHe v MpUIILIOCh AeCTBOBATh B OMUHOUKY. $1 oiro
MCKaJI IEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO HIYETrO He JePKUT B KM3HU, MHOTO MUPOB ITPOCMATPHBAJI, TOBCIOAY ITyC-
KaJl MasiuKu, HO BCE OBLJIO TIIYX0, — MPOAOIKIT pacckas Keics.

— YTO 3HAUUT «HUYETO HE JEPKUT»? — YTOYHMIIA 5, HE COBCEM ITOHMUMAsI €T0 MBIC]Ib.

— Hy, cupoty HUKOMY He HYXHYI0, O3 PUBSI30K, U ITIaBHOE, YTOObI CepLie CBOOOIHOE ObLIO,
— MOSICHUJT OH OXOTHO M TTPOAOJIKIIL: — Ml BOT OIHAK /1Bl MasTYOK cpaboTall, sl He MOT YIYCTUTh TaKylo
BO3MOXHOCTb M, PHCKY$I CBOEH IIKYPOM, OTKPBUT OPTAJI Ha TBOEM ITyTH, & MEABES IyCTHJI 110 CTIE/LY.
Bcé cpadorano! TBost Marusi OTKJIMKHYJIACh Cpa3y, a JaJIbIlle JIEJI0 TEXHUKH.

— Jleno TEeXHWKH... — MOBTOPUJIA MAIIMHAJIBHO, TPOAOJIKAs aHAJM3UPOBaTh €ro cjaoBa. Yem
JOJIBILIE €T0 CIIyllaja, TEM CUJIbHEE BHYTPU pasropajicsi THEB.
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8 ri1aBa

UYem ponble ero ciymaia, TEM CUJIbHEE BHYTPU MeHs pasropajics rHeB. UyBCTBOBaa poCTO
BCEJICHCKYIO0 HECIIPaBeUIMBOCTD 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K ce0e. Kakoii-To pblKUi KOT peru Moo cyaboy
Y U3MEHWI XU3Hb 10 Hey3HaBaeMocTH! W Bc€ 10 panm cBoero xo3samHa! Takoy pegaHHOCTH MOT
M03aBHIOBATh JII0OOM, HO MEHsI Cefiuac Tep3aju, yBbl, COBCEM MHbBIE SMOILHH.

— Ax Th1, ipoxBocT pbikuii! Hy st Tebe ceiiyac ycTporo! — mpolmuriena 310, CKUMast KyJIaKu.

CxBaruB CcO CTONA JEPEBAHHYIO KPYXKKY, 3allyCTHWJIA B KOTA, KOTOPbIA yXK€ YCIIEJ UCUE3HYTh
Y PETHPOBATHCS B JPYroil KOHel KOMHaThl. KpyXkKa ¢ TpecKoM pasiieresiach, OCTaBissl Ha OelEHOM
CTEHE MEYKH pPKaBOe IATHO OT Yas.

— 30, KyJa Xe Tbl, Mopa ppikad? f ele He 3akoHYMIa! — BHOBb IIPOLIMIIENA, XBaTask BTOPYIO
KPYXKY.

— Arujens, Tel BeJELIb ce0s1 HEPa3yMHO! — MOCIIBIIIANICS THYCABbI T'OJIOCOK CIIpaBa OT MEHS.

Henonro nymas, 3amyctuia B Ty CTOPOHY cBOE opyaue. OHO IPOHECIIOCh CO CKOPOCTBIO CBETA
Y YTOIUJIO MPSIMO B KAMUH, TTOIHSIB CTOJIO YEPHOM KOTIOTH.

— Hepasymno? Tel cioman MHe XM3Hb, IPUTAIIWI CIOAQ, cliejlajl 0OBbEKTOM OXOThl! A BCE
MIOTOMY, YTO PEIINJI CTaTh 6orom!

— 910 Hemnpasa! — MAYKHYJI TOJIOC y&Ke OTKYy/a-TO CJIEBa.

Ha s1oT pa3 nopx pyky nonajics Tecak, JIEXKaBIIAM Ha pa3AeodyHor gocke. CxBaTuB ero, co-
KyCUpOBaJIa B3IVIA, NBITAsACh OTCIEOUTD JBWKEHHE KOTa. 3aMETH/Ia ITPOMEJIbKHYBIIYIO TEHb U HE
pas3ayMbIBas 3aIlyCTHIIA TECAK CO BCEU JYPH B Ty CTOPOHY. OH IIPOJIETEI TPAKTUYECKU YEPE3 BECH 3aJl
Y BOH3WJICS B CTEHY, IIPSIMO BO3JIE JIECTHHLIB, 3BOHKO 3aBUOpHpPOBaB. [101 HUM Me/ITIeHHO MPOSIBUJICS
Kblics, coBEpIIEHHO OIIETOMJIEHHBI MOMM IOCTYNKOM. Ero orpomHsle 3e€HbIE INIa3a CMOTPENN Ha
MEHS C Y’KaCOM U BOCXMILEHUEM OIHOBPEMEHHO.

Oco3HaB, 4TO 4yTh He yOmIa (paMuiibsipa, HOTM MOJKOCWIINCh, U 5 TUIIOXHYJIACh HA CKaMBblO,
YYBCTBYsl TAHUYECKUU CTPax, NOIHABIINICA BHYTPU MEHSA 3a COIESHHOE.

—ITpoctu, noxanyiucra. .. — IpoIIenTana TUX0, a IOTOM, YPOHMB IOJIOBY Ha PYKH, pa3peBenach,
JaBasi BHIXOJ HAKOIMBIIMMCS SMOLIUSM.

— BoT TOJIBKO HE peBH, S COBEPIIEHHO HE YMEIO YCIIOKaUBaTh UCTEPUYHBIX JIEBUL], — yCJIbIIIIATA
HEpBHBII rOJI0OCOK KOTa psAfoM. — Kak Tebe ynanioch MeHs 3aMeTUTh?

— He 3Hato, ckopee nmo4yBcTBOBaTh, — MPOOOPMOTAIA PACTEPSIHHO, Ipsiya JIMLO B JIAJOHH,
YTOOBI KOT HE BUJIENl MOMX CIIE3.

Kpicst moman B caMylo TOUKY, TOBOPsI PO MO0 HUKYEMHYIO XKU3Hb. DTO OBUIO CJIOXKHO IPH-
3HaTh, CIIMIIKOM OOJIbHO, HO BpaTh ceOe OoJbllie He UMEJIO CMBICTIA. S BAPYr MovyBCTBOBajA ceOs
BHOBb MaJICHBKOH, OTMHOKON M BCEMU OpOIIIEHHOW JEBOYKOMW, HE 3HAIOIIEH MPOIUIOro ¥ He UMeIo-
et 6yaymero. Cnéspl XJIbIHY/M e1Ié CHITbHEe, CIOBHO AamOy BHYTpH IpopBao. Ha ruieun omycru-
JIaCh MHOT'OJIETHSAS TSKECTh OIMHOYECTBA, KOTOPYIO 51 CTapaTesIbHO MpsATalla OTO BCEX, HA/IEBasl MAaCKy
CaMOJOCTaTOYHOM JIEBYIIKH.

— Tol mpas. .., Ha 3eMJie MeHs1 HUKTO He JKJAET U 1aXe UCKaTh He OyayT, — IPOroBOpuIia, BCXJIU-
IIBIBAsl U BBITUPAs CJIE3BI JIAJIOHBIO, — HO U 37ECh A UyXkas...

PeoKmii 3ampbirHy7T Ha CKaMblo M OOYKOM MOIOIBHHYJICS ONVKE, TIOTOM HOJHBIPHYJ TOZ
JIOKOTb, OOTHPasiCh CBOEH JIOXMATOM I'OJIOBOi O MOIO PyKY. VIHCTUHKTMBHO TOIJIa/InIIa €ro, Tioyecana
3a YILIKOM U CITyCTHJIach K OeJ10i MaHMIIKe Ha rpyau. Beé 9To BpeMs KOT Aaxe He IeBeIHICs, 3aMep
Y TEPIENIMBO K JaJI, KOIZa 5, HAKOHEL, YCIIOKOIOCh U IIEPECTaHy €ro My4nThb. OCO3HAB 3TO, CTHIIJIMBO
OTAEpHYJIA PYKY.

— O#i, mpoctr! — mpoGopMoTana U3BUHSIOIINMCS TOHOM. — He cmorna ynepkarbcsi, y Te0st
Takas MArkas mEpCTKa.
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Kepicst 6pocust Ha MeHsI CHUCXOIMTENbHBIN B3IJIsIA, BCEM BUIOM TOKa3bIBasi, YTO TEpIiell, KaK
MOT.

— ThI He uyskas 371€Ch, STOT MUP TBOM, MPOCTO €IIE He MPOU3OIILIO MPUBSI3KHU, — HAKOHEIT IPOo-
W3HEC OH, Ha MOJIHOM CEpbE3e.

— IIpuBs3ku? — mepecrnpocuia pacTepssHHO, IS/ HA HEro BOIPOCUTEIHHO.

—Hy na, 310 npon30iIET, Korjaa TBos Marusi MOJTHOCTBIO IPOCHETCS, — OXOTHO MOSICHUIT PhIKHUI.

— Bo3MoOkHO, THI 1TpaB, — COMIACKIIACK 51, C1a00 YJIBIOHYBIIMCH, — HO MHE OBl HE XOTEJIOCh HauH-
HaTh HOBYIO XKU3Hb CO CBAbOBI.

— DTO0 BBIHYK/IEHHAsI Mepa, 3aTO B3aMMOBBITO/IHAS ! — OTBETUJT PbIKHIA, BaKHO MOJHSIB JIAIy, U
BBIITYCTHJI OJJIH KOTOTh, MOYYUTEIHHO TIOMAXaB UM Mepe]; MOMM HOCOM.

— W B 4éMm 3xe BhIroia? — yXMbUIbHYJIACh CTOJIb BHIPA3UTEIBHON UTPE KOTA.

— DTOMY MHpY OYeHb HYKEH MOCIEAHUIN JPAKOH, YTOObI BO3POAUTHCS, a TeOe HyXKHa 3aIlUTa
Y JIOM, — 3asIBWJI OH Ha MOJTHOM cepbé3e. — JIpakoH MoMokeT MpoOyAuTh TBOIO Maruio U AacT KpoB.
B Oynymiem ThI cTaHelb MaTephlio ero AeTel U B3OWAEIIb Ha TPOH BMECTH C HHM.

— 3BYUYHMT KpacHuBO, HO 1 BBIIY 3aMyX 3a JIELIEro, — MPOroBOpHIa ¢ HAKMUMOM, — KTO J1acT
rapaHTHIO, YTO JPAKOH BOOOIIE TPOCHETCS U KaK 3TOro JOOUThCS?

— HukTo He gact rapaHTHil, KOHEYHO, HO TIOTBITATHCS HYKHO, — OTBETHII 33/[yMUMBO (DAMIIIBSID,
— npaBaa Tede MpUAETCs yOUTD JIEIIero, YTOObl BHITYCTUTD APAKOHA.

Sl ycraBuach Ha Hero B MOJTHOM HeloyMeHuu. [1osiBUIoch COMHEHME B a/IeKBaTHOCTH (paMu-
absipa. Jlemmit — 3710pOBEHHBIN MYKHK, 00J1a1al0uil Marvei. [la oH MeHs MeTIKOM Majblia yio-
JKHT Ha JIOTIATKH, a CBEpXy MPHUIABUT cBoel Maccoi. [la u BooOiie, ¢ yero Keics B3su1, 4TO S MOUIY
Ha 3107

— 51 He cobuparoch HUKOTO YOUBATh, — IPOTOBOPUJIA PEIIUTENBHO, XMYPSICh U CXKUMAs KyJIaKH,
CJIOBHO coOMpasiach aTh OTIIOP Haxamy.

— He nepesxuBaii, ckopeit Bcero 31o nmpocto Metacdopa, He 6ojee Toro, — IpUMUPUTETHHO CKa-
3aJ1 pbDKUH U 100aBUJI. — $1 HEIaBHO CMOT 3aIOyYUTh PYKOIHCh IPEBHUX, TIOMIIY TaM, KaK IIPoOyK-
HaeTcsl APAKOHbS CYIITHOCTb.

CrnopuThb ¢ HUM ceidac ObUIO ITTYTI0, OCTAaBAJIOCh HA/IESAThCA Ha JTydliee. [loHnMaa Takske, 4to
€CJIM XO4y BBDKHTH B 9TOM MHpE, TO MYX — XOpoIlllee TIPUKPHITHE ¥ 3aimuTa. EMUHCTBEHHOE, 4TO
MEeHsI CMYIIIAJIO ¥ Jaske MyTajio Tak TO HAllle COBMECTHOE MpoxuBaHue. CynpyXeCKUi 10T HUKTO He
OTMEHs1J1, a s BOBCE HEe COOMpaach ero UCMonHATh. HaBepHoe, JTyuliie BCero JOroBOpPUTHLCS € JIETM
niepe]] CBaabOO 1 BBIABUHYTH CBOM YCJIOBH . B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO IPOCTO (DUKTUBHBIN OpaK, HIYEro
JIMYHOTO!

— JlamHo, maBail mompoOyem, HO y MeHsI €CTh yCJOBHs! — cKas3aja BCIIyX, YIPSMO BBHIIISTUB
MOI00POJIOK.

— INonnmato, — OTBETUJT PHIKUI TUTYT U JTOBOJIBHO PACIUIBUICS B YJIBIOKE, JEMOHCTPUPYSI MHE
CBOM OCTpBbIe Oesibie 3yOKH.

Sl ynpIOHyIach B OTBET, YyBCTBYS yBaXkeHUe K (haMuibsApy. TpyaHo He pU3HATh, UTO €ro mpe-
JaHHOCTh TOTOBA ObLJIa MPOOUTSH JM0OYI0 cTeHy. OH SIBHO MPOYEN HE OJHY KHHUTY, YTOOBI PUIyMAaTh
TUIaH CTIACEeHMsI CBOETO X03s1MHa. Hy npsmMo HacTOAImuMI KOT-yU€HbIN, TOJIBKO Ay0a psioM He XBaTaeT
C 30JI0TOH LIETIBIO.

Ham pasroBop npepBai BepHYBIIMIACS X031WMH Joma. IIpsiMo ¢ mopora, yBuieB MeHs, OH
HAXMYPUWJICS M 3apblyajl, 00pammasch K (paMubsipy:

— Ilouemy TbI He ciequIlIb 32 3TOM HEHOpMaJIbHOW? OHa YyTh HE YroJuia B Jiarsl XeabMa!

— [IpocTy, X03511H, ObUT BBIHYKAEH OTIIYIUTCS, — POTHYCABIJT PHIKUIA, 1e/1asi BAHOBATHIN BU/I.

51 ke Bcs ChEXMIIACH OT BO3MYIIIEHHSI, UCXOJSIIETO OT JICIET0, KOKEH OIIyIast ero KOIouyo
sHepruio. COpOCHB carory U HAKWHYB KYPTKY Ha BEIIAJIKY, OH MPOIIET MPSIMUKOM Ha KyXHIO, CeJl 32
CTOJI ¥ IPUCTAJILHO YCTABHJICSI HA MEHS, CTIOKUB PYKHU B 3aMOK.

— Bonpl! — psIBKHYJ OH, M IIepel HUM TYT K€ MOSBUJIACh KPYKKa.
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MHe 3ax0Tesioch NePeKPeCTUThCS M NOCIATh €0 K HEUUCTOM CUJIe, HO BHEIIHE 51 OCTaBalach
CIIOKOMHOM, CKPOMHO paccMaTpHBasi CBOM MaHUKIOP WJIH, JIydllle CKa3aTh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT HETO.
A BOT MO cocef] [0 CKaMbe, COBEPILLIEHHO HE UCTIBIThIBA HEOBKOCTU. KbICS IpeiaHHO cMOTpelt Ha
X035IMHa, TUXO Mypua.

Brinus copepikumoe 3ai1oM, JIEIi BHITEP ThUIbHOW CTOPOHOM JIAZIOHU POT, BCE €IIE HE OTPHI-
Basi XMypOro B3IJIsJa OT MEHSI.

— TeGe ObUIO CKa3aHO CUETH JOMA, — TKHYB B MEHsI YKa3aTeJIbHbIM MaJIbIIeM, TPOLEIIIT OH.
— Mayio Toro 4rto Thl BBIILIA U3 JOMa B YEM MaTh POIMIIA, TaK €€ U MEHTAJIbHO OpaTh Havyaja Ha
Bech Jiec!

— Cepnézno?! — TyT e oxuBmicsa Kvics, Habmonas 3a MHON ¢ XUTPBIM TTPUIITY POM.

— Jla, s1 gymaJ, Bech Jiec cOexkuTcs Ha e€ Boru! — oTBeTvs bpaHa, cBepKkasi Ha MeHsl CBOUMU
OelIeHbIMU STHTAPHBIMU IJIa3UIaMu. — MHe UIlleeK MPUIIUIOCh B TPSICUHY 3aBECTH, YTOOBI OHU K HEel
HE pBaHyJIu.

— Ox! — BhIOXHYJA 1.

— Oro! — npuUCBUCTHYJ KOT, TeNeph IVIsAs HA MEHs, BOCXHUIIIEHO U JOBOJBHO PaCIUIbIBASICh B
ynbiOke. Ero coBepiiieHHO He cMyTHIT (haKT MOETo Mpomaxa. BMecTo 3Toro oH ¢ ropocTblio 3asiBUT:
— Panu te6s coBepiieHo youicTBo!

— Ho 51 H1uero Takoro He mpocuiia, — MPOroBOpUJIa OlapalleHHo, pa3Bojas pykamu. — [Ipocto
UCIyrajlach HEMHOIO!

— HemHoro?! — exuJHO OMHTEPECOBAJICS JICIIUT.

OtBetuth MHE He J1a Keicsi, npuBiiekast BHUMaHue bpania Apyrum BOIpocoMm:

— X0341H, 3HAYUT, Marvsi B Hel MPOCHITIaeTcsl BCE ObICTpel, 3TO OYeHb XOPOIIIHIA 3HAK.

— Ecnu oHa He Hay4uTCsl KOHTPOIIO, TO 371ECh HE/IONTO MPOTSIHET, — yke OoJiee CIOKOWHO OTBe-
THJT JICIIUT.

— Ho s He ymemw. .. — mpoGopMoTana pacCTpOEHHO, TIIsIs TO HA JIEIEeTo, TO Ha KOTa.

— HyxHo ObicTpeii mpoBecTr 0Opsij, TOrJa XO35MH CMOKET CAEPXKUBATh TBOM MOPBIBBI 32 CUET
BO3HUKIIEN CBsI3U, — IporoBopui Kbics co 3HaHMeM jena.

— OueHb npaBUIIbHOE pelleHKe, — MOAAepka bpaHa cBoero KoTa u AeioBuTo qodasui: — [pu-
TOTOBb PUTYAJIbHYIO OAEKLY AJIsl HEBECTHI.

Poixuit 6pocrit Ha MeHsI IOBOJIBHBIN M XUTPBIN B3IVIs11 3aroBopiika. OHO ¥ MOHSITHO, BCE IIUIO
I10 €ro KOBapHOMY ILJIaHy.

— Heccu Hakpoii cToi, s KpaTh xouy! — rpy00 KpUKHYJI JISIIUH, U s1 HETPOU3BOJIBHO TIOMOP-
IIUJIaCh.

Ha ctone TyT e craym nosiBasAThCs OMoaa ¢ )KapeHbIM MSICOM, KapTodesieM, CHIpOM U CTpaH-
HBIMH KOpPEHbSIMM, Hape3aHHbIMU KpyrisimiamMu. CMoTpesa Ha €ro KaJHoe MOIVIOIIEHUE IMUIIH,
CJIOBHO OH HHUKOTJa He ell. Bece pyku, ryOsl, ycbl ObUTH B XKHpPY OT Msica, @ B HEONPSITHOH Oopoze
3aCTpeBaJIM KPOIIKH OT JISTIEMIKH, KOTOPYIO OH pBaJ 3y0aMu, Kak 3Bepb.

CoBepllleHHO HEKYJIbTypHOE MOTpeOseHUe MUIM TUXO MPHUBOIMIO MeHs B yxkac. U ¢ atum
MOHCTPOM MHE MPUJAETCA KUTh MO ofHOM Kpbiien?! Kak s cMory BeITepnieTs €ro NpucyTcTBHE, Aa
elié qoiroe BpeMsi? A 4to, eciv IpaKOH BHYTPU HEro okaxercs eme xyxe? Benp 51 mpo Hero toxe
HUYETo HE 3HAIO.

[lepenépHyna mueyamMu OT OTBpAILEHUS U MOHsJIA, YTO HY’)KHO CPOYHO OTBJeUbcs. BcraB us-
3a cToNa, OBICTPO MPOrOBOPHUJIA:

— Iloiiny HaBepX, OTOOXHY HEMHOTO.

— OTIYHOE penieHre, Muiast HEBECTYIIKA! — MPOroBOPHII JIEIIHM, YIbIOAsiCh €XUIHO, U J00a-
BuII: — Tem Oosee 4TO B MOTHOYb IPOBEAEM 0OpsiJl, C ASIIIONIKON s JOTOBOPHJICS.

— Kakum ns11i01koit? — nepecnpocuiia yIauBiaEHHO.

— BoasHoii, koHeuHo, — oTBeTHII Bpana kak camo coOoil pasymeromuiics. Mo€ yauBiieHre
TIepepocyio B IIOK, W MOKa 51 cooOpaxaia, BpET OH WK HeT, Bpann oOpatuics Kk haMumbspy:
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— KbIcs, €€ HyKHO BBIMBITH, @ TO CBOMM BHUJIOM OHA BCEX PYCAJIOK pPacIyraer.

— Xopol1110, X035IUH, C/IENAI0, — TYT K€ OTKJIMKHYJICS KOT.

— Ecnu Obl B fOMe Obl1a BaHHA, 51 OBl BBIIVIS/IENA TOPA3/0 JIyydllle, — MapupoBajia OOMKEHHO U,
Pa3BEpHYBIIKCH, HAITPABUJIACH K JIECTHUIIE, — Ha ceOs1 Obl TOCMOTPEI, XMBIPb 3€JIEHBII.

— Bor u cnaBHeHbKO! — mporoBopus Bpans, xmomnast cedst 0 KpyIriioMy JKHBOTY, M JOOABHIT
MeuTaTelbHO: — Y MeHsI ecTb emé HezaBepieHHoe jenbiie. [loiay nmpuBeny ce0s B MOPSAOK K NpH-
xony IuBebI.

VYcrnplmas cTpaHHOE UM, 51 OCTAHOBHJIACH M 0OEPHYJIACh, COOMPAsICh IOUHTEPECOBATHCS, O KOM
peub. Jlemmii, BcTaB U3-3a CTOJNA, BBITEP KUPHbIE PYKH 00 ceOsl U CMayHO PBITHYJI. MeHs BHOBb
nepeaEpHyIIo OT OTBPAIIIEHH S, 3aX0TEJIOCh CXBATUTh YTO-HUOYIb U 3aITyCTUTh B HETO CO BCEW CHJIbI,
HO, YBBI, [0/l PYKOIl HUYEro He oKa3ajloch. HacBUCThIBas MENOAMIO, XO35IMH JOMa IPOIIET MUMO
MEHsl, HaIlPaBJISIsICh B CBOM «KaOMHET» W OCTABJIsIsl MEHsI B TIOTHOM HEJOYMEHUH U BO3MYILCHUM.
[TpoBoauB ero B3mIsA10M, IOMHTEpecoBaiach y Keicu:

— U 410 310 66UT0?! OH TOYHO C TOJIOBOU HE JIPYKUT!

— He oOparnaii BHIMaHue, CEroiHs e MOIHOMYHHE, — TPOCTO OTBETHJI PbIKUIA, KaK BCETra, He
BaBasICh B IOAPOOHOCTH, — UAEM HaBepX, 51 TeOs1 Hayuy JIOXaHb CTABUTb.

— A kro takas [lluBa? — crnpocusia OTCTpaHEHHO, IOBOPAUMBAsCh K JIECTHHUIIE, HO KOTa TaM
yXe He ObUIO.

«Hy, xak Bceraa, ymen or oTBeTa Mo-aHIIUICKH, TTPOCTO UCUE3HYB!» — TolyMasa mpo ceOs u
YXMBUIbHYBIIIMCH, HATTPABUJIACH K JIECTHUIIE.

Boiing B cnasibHIO, OCTaHOBWJIACh, PACTEPSHHO OMVISIbIBASCh, UIla KOTa. Bapyr npsMo nepen
MOUM JIMLIOM TOSIBUJIACh MOPAA PbIKETO KOTa.

— Hy, yero 3amepia, Kak BKonaHHasi? — cka3ai oH, — [laBail, KOiayu.

— Kr0, 17! — ynuBnénHo crnpocuina, misiis Ha HEro, Kak Ha HEHOPMaJIbHOTO. — Thl MEHS OMSTh
C KEM-TO ITyTaelllb, 1 He YMEIO KOJIA0BATh.

Pbrkuil JeMOHCTpaTUBHO 3aKaTWII I71a3a K MOTOJIKY Y HEJOBOJIBHO MOLOKAJ SI3bIKOM.

— Huinve neBymiku Ge3pyKue MOILTH, — 3asIBHJI OH BOSMYIIEHHO, — a OBITOBasi Marus tede Ha
4yT0?

— Kakas emé marus, s ke He MecTHasi! — napupoBasia exuaHo. — Bamm 3tu pokyckl MHE He
3HAKOMBI.

— Of#1, 4y0, HAMY4aKCh 5 ¢ TOOOU, — TPOOYOHUT (DaMUITbsIP, BHOBb 3aKaThIBAs I71a3a U Kavasi
T'OJIOBOA.

— XBaTUT NPUYUTATh, KaK CTApbIi JIeH, Jy4llle MOKaXH, YTO HYKHO JieiaTh? — OIEPHYJIa ero
YXMBUISISIC.

Kpicst 6pocui Ha MeHs1 BO3MYIIEHHBIN B3I, (PHIPKHYJI, OMYCTHIICS C «HEOeC» Ha TIOJ Y TIOIIEN
BIIEPE], BUWISIS TIOTIOM.

— Tebe Bcero-To HyKHO MaJbIAMK IETKHYTH U IMOKeJIaHUe BBICKA3aTh, TIIyTast Thl YapoaeuKa,
— MPOTrHYCaBWJI KOT U TYT K€ PACTBOPWJICS B BO3AYyXE, IOTOMY UTO $I, CHSIB KPOCCOBOK, 3aIlyCTHJIa
B HETO.

— 3ro Tebe 3a TIyny! — KpUKHY/Ia THeBHO. — Emé pa3 0030BEMIb, U B TeOs TOJIETUT UTO-
HUOYIb MOTSIKeTee !

— Kakue Mbl HepBHBIE. . . — TPO3BYYAJIO THYCABO BO3JIE YXa, HO CaM KOT MOSIBUTHCSI HE PEIIJICS.

OTMaxHYBIIKCH OT HETO, KaK OT HA30MJIMBOIO KOMapa, s1 COCPeIOTOUMIIACh Ha 3aja4e, KOTOPYIo
HYKHO OBLIO KaK-TO BBITIOJTHUTb.

— WTaK... MEIKHYTh NAJIBLAMM. ..

S pasMmsiia pyku, Kak (DOKYCHUK TIepe[l BBICTYIUICHUEM, cOOpaiach U BCE ke MIETKHYJIA OIUH
pas, HO Kak-To ciadeHbko. Mopza KoTa MposIBUIACH HENOJAIEKY U IIOMOPIIMBIIKCH, MOTHYJIa OTPH-
LaTeJIbHO TOJIOBOM.
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— Cama 3Hal0, — OypKHYJ/a B OTBET U MOMbBITAIACH CHOBA, IETYOK MOMTYUYHIICS yKe JTydllle, a BOT
TPEThbsI OMbBITKA OKA3aJ1ach YIAYHOU U 51, TOPIO BBHINPSIMUB CIIMHY, 3asBuia: — HyxkHa BaHHa!

Huuero ne npousonuio, u s penmia UCIPaBUTh 3aIpocC.

— HyxHa Boma! — BeImaymia B MyCTOTY KOMHATHI U JUIsl YOSOUTEIBHOCTH 3a4€M-TO MaxHyJa
PYKOW.

[IpsiMo Ha/10 MHO¥ TIOSIBUIIOCH TYCTOE cepoe 0ONIaKo, U3 KOTOPOTO XJIBIHYJ JOX/b, IPOMOYHB
MeHsI HACKBO3b. B3BU3THYB OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, 0TOEXKaJa B CTOPOHY, HO 00JIAKO IBUHYJIOCH 32 MHOIA.

— Kbpics, octaHoBU ero! — Boruia s, mbITasich yoexkaTh OT HABSA3UMBOT'O JOK/ISI IO BCEH KOMHATe.

[Tpo3Byuan 3BOHKHMIA ILIETYOK, U Ty4a PAaCTBOPUJIACH B BO3[yXE, a BOJA MOMEHTAJILHO UCTIapU-
nack. U kak 310 y Hero nosyyaercst Tak KOrTsMU IIENKATh?! — IPOHECIOCH B TOJI0BE YAUBIEHHO.

— T'oBopio *ke, rynasi, — IpoOOPMOTAIT PhIKUI OECCTBIAHUK, TOBOJIBHO YIIBIOASC.

— D710 HIyTKM y TeOs1 Qyparkue! — BhMaania pa3apaxEHHO, CMaxvBasi MOKpBIE MIPSIIH C JIUIIA.

— W BOBCe 51 HE LIy THJI, ThI IPOCTO HEMTPaBUJIBHO chOPMYJIMPOBaa 3apoc, — napuposai Keics,
COBEpPLIEHHO HEBO3MYTHUMO.

— Hy u kak ke crenarb 3T0 MPaBUIbHO? — €XUJHO MIOMHTEPECOBAIACh, CKPUBUB HEIOBOJIbHYIO
POXULLY.

— Ipocro ckaxu «[opsvasi Boga B JIOXaHW», — OTBETHJI PhIKUIN, UTHOPUPYS MOU KPHBJISTHUS. —
Marus moOUT YETKUHI NpUKa3. A CJIOBEUKU CTPaHHBIE JIyYIlle el He TOBOPHUTH, & TO MOXET CITyIUThCS
HEJIONOHUMAaHUE.

— JlagHo, naBail monpoOyem, HO, €CJIM MEHsI OISITh OKATUT BOAOW MJIM YeM-TO ellg, oOelao,
TeOs1 KIET CTpaIIHasi MCTs1! — peAynpeauia ero, rpo3s naibieM. [Totom, ETKHYB najblaMu, cKa-
3asia: — JloxaHs ¢ ropsryeit Bojoit!

ITo neHTpy KOMHATBI NOSABUJIACH AEPEBSHHAS JIOXaHb YK€ C ropsiueil BOIOW, OT KOTOPOHM UCXO-
JWJI Tap.

— Vx 1o1! [Tomyumnocs! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa PaJJOCTHO M 3aXJIONajia B JIAJIONIM, CJIOBHO PeOEHOK
okyc yBunern.

— A Tenepb 3anpocu GaHHYIO TPOCTHIHIO U MBLJIO IYIIUCTOE, — IIOCOBETOBAI KOT.

S TyT )€ noBropmia ero 3arnpoc. Ha kpoBatu nosiBujIach akKypaTHO CJI0KEHHAsl IPOCTBIHSA, a
Ha OOPTHKE JIOXaHU OaHOYKA C ApOMATHBIM MBLIOM.

— UYyneca, 1a ¥ TONbKO! — BHOBb BOCXUTUJIACH, YYBCTBYs ceOs1 IEBOYKOM, TIOMABIIEH B BOJIIICO-
HYIO CKa3Ky. — A KTO BC€ 3TO Jiesiaer?

— Yro nenaet? — He MOHSLT Moero Borpoca Keicst.

— Hy, a1y, maruio? Toxe KTO-TO HeBUAMMBIN, J1a, TUNa Tebs mim Heccn? — mosicHUIa cBou
BOIPOC.

Kbics TyT %e MaTepuan3oBa’ics nepeao MHOM, ¥ BUAL y HEro ObUT 04eHb OOMKEHHBIM U XMY PBIH.

— D10 TH MeHs ceivac ¢ OBITOBYXOM CpaBHWIA? — MPOMSyKadl OH BO3MYIIEHHO, CTPAIITHO
OKpYIJIsisl 3€JIEHBIE IIa3ULIU. — 51, Mexkly TpounM, (paMuIIbsIp B MATOM MokosieHuu! Jla 3a MeHs gaxe
KOPOJIU TOTOBBI JipaThesi! S1 ecTh UCTOYHMK BBICIIEH Maruu!

OH (BIPKHYJ 1 IEMOHCTPATUBHO MTPOCIIENOBAJ K ITOCTEJIH, 3aIIPhITHY/ HA HEE U yCeJICsl KO MHE
CIIMHOM, HEPBHO BIJIsIsI XBOCTOM, KOTOPBII BBIIaBaJI €ro 0OMXeHHoe cocTosiHue. [a, camomobue KoTa
ObLIIO JKECTOKO 33/IeTO, & MHE C HUM CCOPHUTBHCSI HUKAK HeJb3sl, 0€3 ero moMoIIy M MOACKA30K He
BBUKUBY.

— Kbics, Hy mpocTH, YecTHOe CIIOBO, He X0Tesna Tedst 00UIeTh, — MPOroBOpHIIa IPUMHUPHUTEITHHO,
— 5 K€ TIOHATHUS HE UMEI0, YTO TaKOoe Marus, (paMuibsp U BCE C 3TUM CBsI3aHHOE. MOKET, Thl MEHs
MIPOCBETHUIIb?

— Moxet u mpocBelily, HO MO3%e, — MMOC/Ie HEIONTOl Nay3bl 3asBUJI THYCaBO OOMKEHKa, — a
ceiyac ropa MbITbC$l, BOJIa OCTBIBAET, @ MHE €I1I€ BEIllM OTHICKATh U MOATOTOBUTb.
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OH pacTBOpWIICS B BO3yXe, OCTaBJIsIsl MEHs HaelnHe ¢ coOoi. HakoHel-To 51 MorJia B CIIOKOM-
HOW OOCTaHOBKE BCE 0OMyMaTh M MOMBIThCS O€3 TIOCTOPOHHUX TJia3. BRICTpO pa3neBmIuch, s OCTO-
POKHO 3ajie3J1a B JIOXaHb ¥, OMYCTUBIIKCH B BOAY TIO IO, 3aCTOHAJIA OT YIOBOJIbCTBUSA. OOIOKOTHB-
IIKCh 3aTBUIKOM Ha Kpai JIepeBIHHOW BaHHBI, IPUKPBUIA IIa3a U TIOCTapaiach OTPEIIUTHCS OT BCETO
MTPOUCXOMIAIIETO.

NutepecHo, kak Tam CTacuk NOKUBaeT? YIMBUTEIBHO, HO 32 BCEMU COOBITUSIMHU, IIPOU3OIIIE/-
IIMMUA CO MHOM, COBEpIIIEHHO 3a0blIa PO CBOEro rope-napHs, Koroporo Opocuna. Ceiiyac ObLIO
TPY/IHO Jake MPeJCTABUTh, KAKUMH KaueCTBaMHU OH CMOT MEHsI ITPUBJICUb?

Moxer, meapoctsio? Her Bpsig v, Ctac ymesn cuuTarh AEHbIM M HUKOT/IA HE Aapuil MOJApKU
0e3 MmoBojia, OOBSCHSS 3TO T€M, UTO TIOKYIAaTh HYKHO MTPAKTUYHbIC BEllId, a He Oe3eTyIIKY.

Torma, Bo3MOXHO, s moBenack Ha ero aoopotry? Toxe Her! KoHeuHo, Ha JIOASX OH ObLI
MUJTAIIKA-TIapeHb, HO OCTaBasiCh BABOEM CO MHOM, €r0 JTIOOUMBIM 3aHSITHEM OBLIO TIEPEeMBIBATh KOCTU
BCEM 3HAKOMBIM, KOTOPBIX 3HAJI, U PaCCKa3blBaTh BCE CIUIETHHU, COOpaHHBIE 32 JICHb.

XoTtenoch ObI CKa3aTh, YTO MPUBJIEKAJIA €T0 MYKeCTBEHHOCTh, HO M 3TO OBLIIO HE COBCEM ITPaB-
noi. Ctac ObLT XOPOIIO CIIOKEH, MPUPOJA HArpaJniia ero IOBOJILHO CIOPTUBHBIM TeJIoM. BOT TO/bKO
JKEHCTBEHHBIC YEPTHI JIUIIA U TIJIABHBIC ABVKEHUS U XKECThI, HA KOPHIO YOMBAJIM BCE MYKCKOE HAYaJIO.
B obmem, a1 MeHs 10 CHX MOp OCTaBaJIOCh 3araJIkOi, HAIlTKM OTHOIIEeHUs. MOXeT, S ClielUaabHO
BBIOVpasia cebe HeJJO-MYyKUMH, YTOObl He BIIOOIATHCS?

MBpiciu niepeMeTHYIUCH K JiellieMy, KOTOPBIH ceiiuac Toxke MPUHUMAJ BaHHY Yy ceOsl B Tierepe.
Mos OypHast paHTa3us, He keJask CIyIaTh ToJoc pa3yma, TYT jKe HapucoBajia KapTUHY MOTyoOHa-
*€HHOro Bpanya B Boie, U 51 CKpUBMJIACh OT HAKAaTUBILEro OTBpaiieHus. Py, Kak MOXKHO ceOsl Tak
3armyctuth? S gymaa, 4rto JieCHbIE JKUTEJIH BCera Ha CIIopTe, a MHa4Ye Kak yoerarb OT TMKUX 3Bepei?
XoTd ecnu o0nagaenb Maruei, To U CropT He HyKeH.

Hackoinpko ycriena 3aMeTHTh, TUIEYH Y HEero ObLTH JIOBOJIBHO IMIMPOKUE U POCT BHICOKUM. BoT
ecay yopaTh JIMITHUNA KUP ¢ OOKOB M TOIKAYaTh MPECC, TO MOTYYUTCS BIIOJHE Herioxas purypa.
JloxMbI 1 60pOAY C KOJNITYHAMU MOXHO ITOJCTPUYb, STO IPEOOPA3UT JIUIIO0, XOTh HeMHoro. Ho naske Bce
9TH TIPOLIEAYPHI HE IIOMOTYT MHE MPUHSATH €r0 BHEITHOCTH U MOMI0OUTh. [ToXkamyi, TOJIBKO SHTapHbIC
r71a3a PUTATUBAIA MEHS Y 3aCTaBJIsUI TPETeTaTh, HO BeJb ITOTO HEAOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI TIPOKUTh
C MY)KYMHOH BCIO KU3Hb.

Her, Bcé-Taku Tak geso He nouaet! S He cornmacHa CBA3LIBATEL CBOIO JKU3HB C JIEINM HaBCET/a.
HyXHO 3aKJII0UUTh ¢ HUIM CIEJIKY ¥ JTIOOBIM CIIOCOOOM 3aCTaBUTh MPUHATH MOU yCJIOBUS. PemmB Tak,
s TOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJIACh, YyBCTBYS ce0s1 BHOBb XO3SIMKON MOJIOKEHHUS.
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9 riasa

Bojpa nouru octhuia 1 s1, ObICTPO IOMBIBIIIHCH, BbIJIE3JIa U3 JIOXaHU U, B3SIB C KPOBATU IIPOCTHIHD,
3aBepHyJIach B He€. Bo BcéM Tese 4yBCTBOBAJIACH JIETKOCTh, CJIOBHO 51 C ce0sl CMbLIa TOHHY IPSI3HU.
MHe BIOpyT Tak 3aXOTeJIOCh IOCMOTPETh Ha ceds B 3epKasio! §1 Obua JinIIeHa MPaKTUIECKU Beex Orar
[UBUJIM3ALIUH, HO COOMPAIach 3TO UCIIPABUTH 3TOT HEJJOCTATOK.

Henonro nymasi, HarpaBuiack B KaMOPKY, IJIE CTOSJIO OTPOMHOE CTapuHHOe 3epkajio. [Tomorias
K HEMY, BHUMaTeJIbHO MTPUCMOTPENIach K CBOEMY OTPaKEHUIO U OTOpOIIeNa.

Mowu paciyeHHble BOJIOCHI, BOJIHAMH JIOKHMIIUCh HA TUIGUM W OJIECTENIU TOCIe MBIThSI TakK,
CJIOBHO MX Hamasaiud BOCKOM. OHM NpUOOpETN HACHIIEHHbI TEMHO-TPAHATOBBIN OTTEHOK, YE€pHAas
Kpacka CMbUIACh TMOJHOCTHIO. [71a3a TOXe MOMEHSUIA LIBET, B MPOIUIOM OHU ObUTH TEMHO-CEpBIE,
Ternepb OTJIMBAJIY 3€JIEHBIO C BKPATUIEHUSIMU OXPbI.

NzymieHo uydasia cebst HOBYIO, IO KOHIIA He Bepsl B TaKOe CTpaHHOe npeoOpakeHue. [Tokpy-
TUJIACh TIEpejl 3epKajioM, U3yvasi TeJjlo, HO OHO BpoJe He U3MEHWIOCh. TOIbKO TaM, Ijie HaXOIUJIOCh
COJTHEYHOE CIUIETEHHE, ObLJIO HEOOJIBIIIOE CBEUSHNUE, CJIOBHO BHYTPH TIO]T KOXKEH 3aKIJIH JIAMITOUKY. 51
YyBCTBOBaJIa SHEPreTUYECKUI KOMOK, MyJIbCUPYIOIINI, KaK BTOPOE Cep/lie.

«HaBepHoe, 310 MOs1 MpOOYAMBIIIMECS Marks», — POHECIOCh B TOJIOBE U3YMJIEHHO.

— Hy uro, Hamo6oBanack coboi? — cripocuit Kbicst, HEO)KMIAHHO 3arisiHYB B KAMOPKY.

[TuckHYB OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH, PEe3KO OOepHyJach, INIsi/isi HA KOTa MCIYTraHO W MpPHXUMasi
MOKpemnye K rpyay MpOCTHIHIO.

— Tl uTO cyper, Tak Mmyrath! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA PACCEPKEHHO.

— IIpoctu, mpocto Tak momayvaercsi, — OTBETU HEBO3MYTUMO KOT, — s1 Te0e BeIllu MPUHEC,
MOKEIIb TPUMEPUTb.

Ero Mopna ucuesna, mo3Bosisisi MHe IPUATH B ceOs1. Bhliasa n3 KaMOpKH, yBUEIa PbIKEro Ha
KpPOBAaTH, PSJIOM C HUM JiexkaJl KpacuBbIi capacdaH ajoro 1BeTa, C BHIIIUTHIM 30JI0TOM HUTBHIO OpHa-
MeHTOM 110 KaHTy. K Hemy npunaranach anuHHas O6enast pyoaxa, 6e3 pykaBoB, a BO3Jie ieu cooupa-
Jach MIHYpKOM. Bo3ssie rmocteny cTosin Y€pHble TOyCanoXKy Ha YIOOHOM KaOiyke.

— A 3To0 ofieHelIb Ha rojoBy, — MporoBopui Keics, nmporsruBasi MHe B Janax, KeMUyKHYIO
nayTuHKy. — Bonoch! He 3aruieTai.

— YT0 32 MpoMLIbIA BeK? — CIPOCHIA UPOHUYHO, PAa3MIisabiBast Hapsid. — Thl UTO My3el rpada-
Hy1?

— BoBce HeT, — (PbIpKHYJI HEJOBOJILHO KOT, — 3TO CTAPUHHOE OfIesSIHUE 1151 IOHON HEBECTHI.

— Jait yrazato, a My>KMK B pacILIUTON pyOaxe U KpacHbIX IApOBapax MPUIET, Ja elI€ U KyIlIaKoM
TMOANOSICAHHBIN ? — €XUTHO MOMHTEPECOBAJIACh, PACIUIBIBASICh B YXMBLIKE.

— Her, — oTBETHII KOT, HITHOPUPYS MOIO IIYTKY, — MY’KUMHA MOXET OJIETh JIDOOH Hapsiji, KOTO-
PbIi TIOXKEJIAeT.

— IoHATHO, U TYT TOXe AUCKPUMUHAIINS, — OTMAXHYJIACh PA3IPAXKEHHO. — A €CH 51 HE XOuy
3TO HAAEBATh?

— Tornma o6psia He cocTouTcsi, — MPOCTO OTBeTU Kbics, I Ha MeHs1 HEeBO3MYTHMO.

— Hy xoTb 01Ha X0poI11ast HOBOCTb, — 3asIBIJIA I M PACCMesIach, YBUJEB, KAK MOP/A KOTA BBITS-
Hynach B pactepssHHOCTH. — [Ilydy, paccnadbcesl.

Harmry 6ecety mpepBait )eHCKUI BO3IJIAC, Pa3JaBIIMNACS CHU3Y:

— Oi1, bpanauk, mublid, g npunuial

Sl ycraBuiach Ha KOTa BOITPOCHUTENILHO, a OH MOYEMY-TO CKOH(YKEHHO OTBEN IJ1a3a U MpHKal
YIIH.

— K10 310? — cipocuia ménoTom, KOcsICh Ha JIBEPb.

BpocuB Ha MeHs1 MOrpyCTHEBILUI B3IJISIT M B3JIOXHYB, KaK-TO OOpEeYEHHO, OTBETUI:

— IlluBa, mectHast HUMa.
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Cepaiie KOJIbHYJIO HEMPUSITHOE YYBCTBO TPEBOTH, a JIIOOOMBITCTBO Pa3bIrpaioch C HOBOW CHJIOH.
Humda?! 3nauur, [1IuBa — 310 JiecHast IeBYyIIIKa U OHA MpHIIUIa K Jememy? 3aueM? MeHs1 oceHua
JorajgKa, KoTopasi He IpuHecsIa ClIOKOUCTBUsL. UyBCTBO TPEBOTH YCHIIMIIOCH, & K HEMY elIé MpuMe-
I1aJ10Ch pasapakeHue. S TyT K cBaabOe roTOBIIIOCH, @ OH Kakux-T1o HUM® Bogut? Hy yx Her!

— 4 nomxHa e€ yBueTh, — MPOroBopuiia cede TBEPIO U HAIIPABUIIACH K JIBEPH.

— A moxer, He Haj10? — nipoTsany Keicsl ¢ Hagexx o1 B rooce.

— Hapno, peikuid, Haj1o.

OTKpBIB IBEPb, MOOILIA K OAJTKOHHBIM NIEpUJIaM U YBHUJIENA PHIKEBOJIOCYIO AEBYIIIKY, CTOSIB-
11ylo Bo3je KamMuHa. KpacuBasi, cTpoiiHasi, C MbIIIHOM KOIHOM BOJIOC M alllETUTHBIMU (POPMaMH.
E€ HaroTy nmpuKphIBajio OfiesiHAE U3 TOHKOH MOMYNpPO3pAavyHON TKaHU, MEpLAIOIIeH TPy JIBUKEHUH,
CJIOBHO THICSTYA CBET/ISTYKOB.

UepThl U1 Y JEBYIIKU HE COBCEM TMOXO/IMIIM Ha YeJIOBeYECKUE. BBITSHYTbHIC YIIIKK C OCTPBIMU
KOHYHMKaMH, CIIMIIIKOM OCTPBIi, HO aKKYypaTHBII HOCHK, Yyepecuyp OoJIbIlve I71a3a [IBeTa OXPhl 3aHU-
Malorie OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh JIUIIA, JUIMHHBIE PhIKUE PECHUIIBL, TApXajd, Kak 0a00UKH, YIUBIEHHO IS
BOKPYT, a IyXJIble TYOKH, SIPKO-PO30BOTO OTTEHKA, MAaHWJIU TIOLIEIOBATb.

KykonbHast BHEIIHOCTD Ka3ajiach HepeaJbHOM M 3aBOpakMBasia B3IIs. Tak BOT 4emMy Tak pajo-
BAJICS JICIIINA, TIPEIBKYIIIasi BCTpeuy.

JleByIIka, OCMOTpeB BCE Uydesio KHUBOTHBIX, CKYYalolle TOBEpHY/Iach K JIECTHUIIE. 3aMETHB
KOTa, CHJIAIIEro Ha MepBOM CTYIEHH JIECTHUIIbI, B3AEPHYJIA MOAOOPOIOK U MpHUKa3aa:

— [To30BU X03s1MHA, TBAPb JIOMAIITHSIS.

Kpicsi 1eHMBO MOBEpHY/T K HE MOPIOYKY, Ha KOTOPOW CKBO3WJIO TIOJHOE Oe3pa3iuyiue Ha
TOCTBIO.

— Msy... — TUXO OTBETWJI OH U MPUHSJICA JEMOHCTPATUBHO BBUIM3BIBATh CBOIO 32HIOI HOTY,
noxoupasich K MHTUMHBIM YacTsIM TeJIa.

— Be3mosrblii 3Bepb, 3aueM TonbKo Bpana TeOs moma nepxkar, — CKpUBHIAch Ope3riiMBO
JIeBYIIIKA ¥ BHOBb MO3BaJIa caMa: — bpaH, MuJibiid, Thl JomMa? He 3a0bL1, 94TO cerogHs mojHoMyHue !

— 4 Bc€ momHI0, HUM(pa Mosi! — pa3acs He3HAKOMBIN MYKCKOU roJIoc, C MPUATHBIMU Oapxa-
TUCTBIMM HOTKaMH, 3aCTaBJISIOLMMU MOE CepAlie 3aMepeTh. Sl olapanieHHo cMOTpesa Ha HE3HAKO-
MOT'O MYXXUYHMHY, BBIIIEAIIErO U3 CBOEro "KaduHera'.

Bricokuii, MIPOKOIIEYNiA My)KUMHA, C KOITHOW UCCUHSI-YEPHBIX BOHHUCTBIX BOJIOC, PACCHITTAH-
HBIX 10 TiedaM. OH ObUT OOHAXEH IO TOSIC, JEMOHCTPUPYs CBOM HaKadeHHbBIH TOpc, Oe3 rpaMma
JIMIITHETO KYpa. MBI Ha ero Iuiedax, pykax, CiuHe OyrpHIMCh TPH KaKJIOM JIBUKEHUH, TYTO
NepeKaThIBAsICh MO CMYTJION KoXeil. VI3 ogexipl Ha HEM ObLT JIMIIb KYCOK OeJIol MaTepyu, MPUKPHI-
BaloMii 6€npa.

— A-du-rets! — BBIJOXHYJIa HEOCO3HAHHO, CJIE/IS 32 XO3SIMHOM JIOMa.

«TO Ke NaeaTbHbI MyX)XIrHa ! — IPOMEITbKHYJIO B TOJIOBE BOCTOPXKEHHO. — Tak BOT Kak BBITJISA-
auT IpakoH!». Ecim yecTHO, TO OH MHE HPaBWJICS TOPA3I0 OOJIbIIIE JIETEro.

B ropne mepecoxyio, u s CIJIOTHY/A CIOHY TaK IPOMKO, YTO NPUBJIEKJIA BHUMaHHE TOCTHU.
3ameTHB MeHsl, JeBYIIIKA TYT ke HaXMypHJIach, IepeBesia BO3MYIIEHHBIH B3IV Ha JIETEero, CIIOBHO
3acTyKaja MyXka C JIIOOOBHUIICH.

— A 910 e kTo Takas? Thl HAIIEN MHE 3aMeHY ? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa, HEITPUJIMYHO yKa3bIBasi
Ha MEHS MaJIbIIEM.

Bpanp ocranoBuiicst 1 00epHYJICs, YIbIOAsCh, HO, YBUIEB MEHs, YJIBIOKA TYT Xke CHOJI3TA C €ro
muna. KpacuBoe nuno bpanja npuHsio 3aayMuuBblid BU. SIHTapHbIE I1a3a U3ydasid MeHs C JII000-
MIBITCTBOM, TIBITASICh 3aJI€3Th TOJ] MPOCTHIHIO, B KOTOPYIO s ObUIa 3aBépHYTa. [louyBcTBOBAIA HEJIOB-
KOCTb CUTYaIll1, OH B HAOEPEHHOM MOBSI3KE, 5 B IPOCThIHE, 002 C MOKPBIMH BOJIOCAMH, YTO AOJKHA
MOyMaTh €0 roCThs1?

[NepBbIM MOPHIBOM OBLIO TPYCIIMBO CHPSTATHCS B HUIIE WM YOeXKaTh B KOMHATY, HO sI BLIETIU-
JIach B MepuJIa Majbl[aMu, 3aCTaBIsis ceOsl OCTaThCsl Ha MecTe. BMecTo 3Toro AeMOHCTpaTUBHO NOMpa-
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BWJIA TIPOCTBIHB, HATATUBAS €€ TIOBBIIIIE U CJIOKUB PYKH Ha Ipyau. [opmo pacnpaBuB Ij1e4d U yJIbiO-
HYBIIIMCh KaK MOKHO JII0O€3HEH, HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY HA0OK, BOIPOCHUTEITBHO TSI HA JIEIIETO U TOXe
oxwujasi oreeta. IHTepecHO, CKakeT JIi OH MpaBAy 3Toi HUMGE WU MOKEJIAeT OCTABUTh BCE BTalHE.

— OrtBevaii, Bpan, Bel BMecTe Kynaauch? — B3Busrnysia [llusa, mepBoi npuxoms B ceOs. — AX,
BOT OHO uTo! Hamén ce6e npyryio? Kto oHa, npuajia, pycajika wid MOXeT KUKUMopa 0ooTHasA?

— [Ipekparu ucreputs, lllnBa, — CIIOKOMHO OTO3BAJICS JICIIIHIA, — 3TO BCETO JIMIIIb MOSI HEBECTa.

— Bceero b ?! — BRIpBaJIOCh Y MeHsI M3YMJIEHHO. — BOT 3HAUMT, KaK Thl HA 9TO CMOTPHIIIb!

Bpang Gpociit Ha MeHsI IpeIoCTeperaloInil B3MJIs, IHITASCh 3aCTAaBUTh MOTYATh.

— Ha, mpocrast (opMaIbHOCTh, — MOBTOPWJI OH HUMe, MpUBJIeKas e€ K cede U oOHMMast 3a
TOHKYIO TaJIMIO, — Hallla ¢ TOOOM CBSI3b HUKY/JA HE JIEHETCsI, KyKOJIKA.

— Torma 3auem Tebe 3Ta? — OOMKEHHO HaAyB TyOku, cripocwia [Iuea, Gpocas Ha MeHs HeHa-
BUCTHbIE B3IJISI/IBI.

— Tak Haymo, — orBeTH BpaHy yKJIOHYMBO, TPUBIEKas K ce0e JEeBYIIKY U CTPACTHO IIETys.

[IlnBa MOMEHTAJILHO OTKJIMKHYJIACh HA YMeEJble JIACKM MYKYMHBI, XKaJHO XBaTasCh 3a €ro
mypokue redn. Jlaxe e€ IIMHHbIE, OCTPBIE YIIKH, B3IParuBaJIv OT yIOBOJIbCTBHUS.

Mens Bcé 310 npejcTaBiieHHe HaCTOJIbKO BO3MYTWJIO, UYTO BHYTPHU BC€ 3akuneso. axe ecnu
IJIs1 9TOTO Haxajia HaIla cBajib0a, BCero JMIb (hOpMaIbHOCTh, OH HE MMEET MpaBa Tak MpeHeOpeKu-
TEJIbHO OTHOCUTCSI KO MHE! DTO eMy HaJI0 OTBSI3aThCsl OT KOPOJIEBBI, & HE MHE U ApPaKOHa MPOOYAUTh
TOXE HE MHE HykHO. bpocuna cepautsiii B3mis1 Ha KbIcio, KOTOPBIN crieini 32 MHOHM BCE 9TO BpeMsl.
OH rpycTHO B3/10XHYJ U KUBHYJI, CJIOBHO MOHSI, O Y€M s nogyMaia. Vnm Bcé-Taku npoyeén. .. ?

HepaxHo! Bosnbiiie He cobupaioch ObITh MIJION U MOKJIATUCTOM, YK CIUIIKOM HEMPUSATHO YyB-
CTBOBATh ce0sI IyCTHIM MECTOM. $1 3aCTaBIIIO 3TOTO HaIJIela CYUTATHCS C MOMM MHEHHMEM WJIY TOILTIO
K u€pry! Pa3 oH cunTaeT Ham Opak (pOpMaIbBHOCTHIO, TOTJA U 51 IOJKHA UMEThb C STOTO BBITOLY.

— MUHYTOUKY, «MWIBII», — IPOU3HECTAa C UPOHKUEH B royioce, Isias Ha MyXUYHHY C BHI30BOM,
— KaKeTcs, 51 emé He Jajia CoIacus Ha CcBaab0y, a Belb MOTY U MIepeayMaTb.

Bpann menienHo otrcrpanwmics o LIvBbI, MOBEpHYIT FOJIOBY M YCTaBUJICS HA MEHSI C BOITPOCH-
TEJIbHOM YCMEIIKOM Ha yCTaX, HO B €ro 3paykax Mblajl oroHb. HaOpaBmmich XxpaOpocTH U ynepeB
PyKH B OOKa, MPOYMCTHIIA TOPJIO U TPOMKO 3asIBUJIA:

— Y MeHs ecTb /iBa yCIIOBUS, ITPEkK/IE YEM 51 COTIaIIyCh !

VYenpimana, kKak Kbicst THXO HEMTPUIIMYHO BBIPYTAJICS M PACTBOPUIICS B BO3/yXe, BUAMMO, TIpe/I-
4qyBCTBY# OypIio Xo3siuHa. Ha suiie nierero pacruibiiach OnacHasi XMIHas yisl00uka, OOHaxasi Terepb
yXke OeIOCHEeKHbIe POBHBIE 3yObl. OTCTPaHUB JEBYIIKY, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE MOJIHOCTHIO U TIOBTO-
PHIB MOIO TIO3Y, yIiepeB PyKu B O0Ka, TUXO, HO TBEPIIO MPOUSHEC:

— ¥ T1e0s1 ecTh BCEro JMIIIb /IBA MyTH, CIAAKasi MOSsI, WM 3aMyX, WU B OOJIOTO.

— Bor He3anaua u y TeOs1 TO’e BCETo JBa MyTH, — MApHPOBAJIa HPOHIMYHO YCMEXascCh.

— O uém ona roBopur? — cripocuia [lluBa, HemoHUMaloIIIe TS Ha HaC.

— HeBaxHo, — oTMaxHyJcs OT €€ BOIpOca JIeIUi, — JIydIlle MOJOXAW MeHs B KaOuHeTe,
XopoIo?

— JlagHo, — MpOTsIHY/IA OHA KaIllPU3HO, JIACKOBO Kacasich IUIeYa MYXXUYHMHBI, — HAJCIOCh, Thl HE
3aCTaBUIIb MEHSI JJOJITO KJIATh.

— Kbics, mpoBoau €€, — BMECTO OTBETa CKOMaHA0BaJ bpaHj, a cam HarpaBUJICs NMPSIMUKOM KO
MHe.

HcnyraBimmch €ro pemmMocTH, Opocuiach B CHAJIBHIO, HO JJayibllie KpoBaTH OexaTb ObLIO
HeKyaa. bpann nosBuiics B IBepsiX, HAIET MEHs B3IJISIIOM M XUIITHO OCKAIUJICA. ByKBaIbHO KOXei
OIIYTHJIA €TO TUXYIO IPOCTh, OyPIUBIIYIO BHYTpH. Bce MOMKIIKY 3aTPSCIMCH OT CTpaxa. .. WM KeJla-
HusA?! 1 HepBHO cXBaTWIIa BO3/IyX PTOM U 3aMeplia UCIyTaHHOM MBIIIKOM, He 3Hasl, KaK BECTH ceOs
JaJible.

— Wrak, Kakue ycioBUsl TH BAPYT pelIria 03BYUUTh? — CIIPOCHJI JPAKOH, ME/IJIEHHO IBUTasiCh
KO MHE.
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Ceituac MyX4MHa Ka3aJiCsl MeaTbHON MAIIMHOM i yOMiCTBA WM HachnaxaeHust. CopTuB-
HOE TeJIo ¢ KyOMKaMu Ipecca, cMyIJiasi, TiagKas KoXa, CHIIbHbIE PYKU C CKaTbIMU B HAINPSKCHUU
KyJIaKaMH, TOTOBBIMH J]aTh OTIIOP JIIOOOMY. YCTOSTH Nepe] TAaKUM MYKUYHMHOW OYEeHb CJIOKHO, €ro
Xapu3Ma CHIMOAeT ¢ HOT, & HACTOWYMBOCTb JIMIIAET BCAKOU BOMM. TOJBKO OJHO MPUCYTCTBUE PSAOM
C HUM, 3aCTaBJIsIeT TBOIO (paHTa3MI0 OYpPHO reHepUpOBaTh IPOTUUYECKUE KapTUHKU. Ha cekyHny npu-
KpbUIa I71a3a, OTTOHSISI BOJIHYIOIIME 00pa3bl U COOMpPast BOJIO B KYJIAK.

— Bceero zBa ycioBusi, HO 6€3 HUX HUKaK! — BBINAIWIIA 51, BHICTABIISSA BIIEPEN /1B MAbIIA.

My>X4rMHa OCTAaHOBHWJICS, 51 BCTPETHJIACH C €r0 XUTPHIM B3IJISAOM, B KOTOPOM YUTAJIOCH JIIDOO-
TIBITCTBO.

— Hy roBopwu, pa3 Takas xpaOpas, — npousHeéc bpan.

— IlepBoe, ecitu MbI MOKEHUMCS, TO HUKAKUX Jpyrux xeHiuH! Koponesa nomkHa ObITh yBe-
peHa, uTo Haml Opak UCTUHHBIN, a He (PMKTUBHBIA, — MPOrOBOPHJIA MOCHEIIHO, OTBOAS B3MJISA[ OT
SIHTAPHBIX I71a3, B KOTOPBIX MOSIBUJICS OMACHBI OTOHb pa3ApakeHUsl.

dopmynrpoBKa, KOHEYHO, ObLIa MPaBUIbHAS, HO PYKOBOJICTBOBAJIACH 51 JPYIMM UYBCTBOM, a
MMEHHO peBHOCThI0. CaMa He 3Halo, OTKYy/a OHA B3sJ1acCh, €IIE MmoTJaca Ha3a[ 1ae MBICITH 00 3TOM
He JlonycKkana. Bugumo, kpacota U Xapu3Ma ApakoHa, KPYKUT MHE rojioBy. Tenepb s HOHMMAaJa,
MoveMy KOpoJieBa xkeJlajia ero, OHa IOMHMJIA UCTHHHBIA OOJIMK JIPaKOHa.

Bpanp ckpuBwmi ryosl B MPOHUYHOM YibIOKe. Ero npukeHne ObUIO HEYJIOBUMO MOEMY IJiasy,
Y BOT OH YK€ CTOUT HACTOJIbKO OJIM3KO, YTO CTAJIO TPYAHO Ibimath. 1o Temy modexanu npenareiib-
CKHE MYpAUIKH, U s MOMNbITANACh OTOIBUHYTbCS, HO BMECTO 3TOI0 YNEPIAch CIMHOUN B AEPEBSHHYIO
KOJIOHHY KpoBaTu. J[IpakoH TYT ke BOCIOJb30BAJICS 3THUM, OOXBAaTHB KOJIOHHY pyKaMmH, Oepst MEeHs
B KOJIBLIO.

— NuTtepecHo, a kakoe ke OyleT BToOpoe ycioBue? — pOroBOpui BKpaaunBo bpany, HakIoHS-
sICh K MOEH 111ee U 00/1aBasi €€ TopsTIuM JIbIXaHUEM.

OxHyna OT MPOH3MBLIETO BCE TEJIO JKEJIaHusl, STOT MyKUMHA JEUCTBOBAJI HA MEHSI MaruyecKku!
OH SIBHO 3HaJ1, KaK MOKOPUTH JIEBYIIIKY OJHUM JIUILIb TOJIOCOM.

— Bropoe... — BbIIOXHYJIa, 00IM3bIBast IEPECOXIIHE TyObl U UyBCTBYSI HAPACTAIOIIYIO CHITY €T
obastHUs, — 51 TpeOyI0 aHHYJIMPOBaTh Halll Opak, KOrja BCE 3aKOHYMTCS], ¥ BEPHYTh MEHsI B MOW MUP.

OH naxe 3amep Ha MTHOBEHHUE, [IOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHsI U3YMJIEHHO, HE 0XKU/1asi, BUAMMO, TAKOTO
3asBJICHUS.

— AHHyMpoBath? — niepecrpocui bpanj, U30rHyB TEMHYIO OPOBb BOITPOCUTENBHO, & MOTOM
pacxoxoTajics, BbIITyCKasi MEHs U3 KalKaHa pyK. — AHHY-JIU-PO-BaTh. .., aX-Xa-Xa-Xa. ..

Bocnonb3oBaBImmch MOMEHTOM, BCKOYMJIA HAa KpOBaTh U Inepedexana Ha JAPYryld CTOPOHY.
JlpImath cpasy CTajo Jjierye, a cepale NPUHSIIOCh YYaIIEHHO OUThCS.

— Yt0 cMemHoro s ckaszaia? — Cpocuiia BO3MYILEHO, YyBCTBYSI HApacTaiollee BO3MYILEHE
K MY’KUMHE.

— Bc€, — otBeTrn Bpana, HeMHOro ycrokanBasich. — TBOM YCJIOBUsSI HE MOTYT OBITh BHITIOJTHEHB! !

Sl 9yTh He 3aJ0XHY/1ach OT TakoW HarlocT. OH He BOCIIPUHUMAET MEHsI BCEPbE3, CUUTAET TITy-
TIO¥, KalTpu3HOM JIeBUOHKOM. Kak MOKHO ObITh TAKUM KaTETOPUYHBIM M IUHUYHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM ? XOTsI
KaK pa3 YeJIOBEKOM OH U He SIBJISUICS.

— Xoporiio, Toraa cBaapda He COCTOMTCS! — 3asBUIa TBEPIO, BRICOKOMEPHO B3IEPHYB MOA00-
POJIOK.

— 51 Mory yroruth Tebs1 B 60J10T€, — IPOPHIYa OH B OTBET, CHOBA OIMACHO CXKUMasi KyJIaKH.

C HacTpoeHHeM y Hero, KOHeYHo, 6ef1a, TO CMeETCsl, TO PIYUT, BUAUMO, TOPMOHBI IHAJISAT WK
YTO TaM Y JIPaKOHOB ObIBaeT?!

— Hy u roru! ®wur 1ebe, a He n3baBiicHUE OT KOPOJieBbl! — (DBIPKHYIA 1, OKa3bIBast eMy (uTy.

Bpanp 3appruan eme cuiibHee ¥ pUHYIICS Ha MeHsI, Kak MeBedb Ha CBOIO TOObIUY. B3BU3rHYyB
UCITyTaHHO, pBaHyJa B CTOPOHY, oTOerast oT KpoBaT. CTpax yABOWII IIPBITh, U 51, 3aMETHUB HEOOJTBIIONM
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OaJKOHUYMK, BBICKOUMJIA Ty/1a, B HAJIEK/IE HA CIACEHHE U YyTb HE PyXHYJIA BHU3, B TOC/IEHIUI MOMEHT
XBaTasiCh 32 BBICTYIAIOIIYIO BETBb JIepeBa.

Ha camom zene 310 okazascsi He OAJIKOH, MPOCTO KOPHM JiepeBa IJIOTHO CIUIENTUCH C JIMAHOM,
o0pa3ysi HeOOJBIIYIO TUIOMIAMKY, AOBOJBHO CKOJB3KYIO M3-3a MXa. CITyCTUTHCSI BHU3 OBUIO BIIOJTHE
peajbHO, BOT TOJIBKO HE B MPOCTBIHE.

«TO MpoBal, AeTKa!» — MaHUYeCKH NogyMasia mpo cedsi, OalaHCHpysl Ha BETKE U BLIETIMBIIIUCDH
B JinaHy u30 Bcex cuil. [locmorpena Ha bpanja, nosiBUBILIErOcs B TPOEME.

— He nmoaxonu! — Beimasmia 60sbie UICTEPUIHO, YEM C YIPO30i.

— A T0 4TO, COPOCHUIIILCS BHU3? — €XUHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH, OOJIOKOTUBIIMCH TJIEYOM HA
KOCSIK.

— He yBepenna, HO Mory nonpoOoBaTh! — MpUrpo3uiIa si, HO MOMYYUIOCh COBCEM HEyOeau-
TEJIbHO.

OH OKMHYJI MEHs1 HACMEIILTUBBIM B3IJISIZIOM, BCEM BUIOM TIOKa3bIBasl, YTO €My IUIEBaTh HA MOM
yIPO3bI.

— JlagHo, 10MyCTUM, 1 COIIalTyCh Ha TBOE MEePBOE YCIOBUE, — HAKOHEI] POU3HEC OH C JICHIION
B TOJI0CE, CKJIaJbIBasi KU Ha TPYy/H.

51 oOnery€HHO BBIIOXHYJIA, YYBCTBYS, KaK CTpaXx HauMHAeT MeAJIeHHO oTcTynaTth. Ho pagoctsb
MOsI OKa3aJIach HEJJOJITOM, IIOTOMY 4TO BpaHa mpogo/mkut:

— Ho, eciu ThI NUIIaenis MeHsl Ipyrux >KeHIIMH, 3HaYUT, JOJDKHA 3aHITh UX MECTO MO MpaBy
xenbl. [IpaBusibHO?

Sl okpyruna ria3za B U3yMJIEHUM, [TOTEPSIB HA MTHOBEHME Aap pedu... OH 4To, cephE3HO?!

— Her-Her, ThI HempaBUIBHO BCE MOHsUT! — mMpoOopMoTalia, 3aMaxaB pyKoH, OalaHC TyT ke
HAPYIIWJICS, 3aCTaBJIsAsI MEHsI B IAHWKE YXBAaTUThCA 3a JIMaHy MOKpenye. — §1 JuIib mpeasarao Bo3-
AepkKaTbCsl Ha HEKOTopoe BpeMsl. [lyMalo, Halll CeKTaK/Ib 3aiMET HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, HYKHO BCETo
JUIIb YOAUTh KOPOJIEBY B HAIlle JIIOOBU. Pa3Be ThI jke CMOKeEIIIb MOTepHeTh HEMHOTO?

BpaH ckopuml HEIOBOJIBHYIO MHHY, Toudecai OpUTBHIN MOAOOPOIOK, 3aIyMUYMBO IJISAS HA
MeHs.

—Hy, nonyctum, s cMory noTeprneTsb J0 ClIe1yI0IeN OTHOM JIYHBI, HO IaJIbIIIE. . . — IPOrOBOPUII
OH.

— OrmuHoO, Aymaro, 3a Mecsiii Mbl BIIOJIHE yIpaBUMCsi! — mocriermia yoenuts ero. Ceivyac
MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MECSII] — 3TO MPUIMYHBINA CPOK /IS Hatlero riaHa. — CMOTpH caM, CerofiHs yxe
cBagb0a, 3aBTPa BCE PAa3HECYT BECThb, UTO ThI JKEHHUJICS, TIOC/IE3aBTPa KOPOJieBa 000 BCEM y3HAeT U
norpeOyeT Tedst Ha KoBEp! Byass, nenos-To!

— Hy na, mo TBOoMM c1oBaM, BCE MMPOCTO, — YCMEXHYBIINCh, OATBepnuI Bpann, HO s ycibimana
MPOHUIO B €r0 rojioce. — X0poIlo, HO BOT BTOPOE TBOE YCIIOBUE, BBHIMIOJHUTH TOPA3/I0 CIIOKHEE, XOTS
CYJIMT MHE MPEKPACHYI0 BOBMOKHOCTh U30aBUThCS OT Tebs1, — T0OABUII OH, TiepecTaBast yablOaThcs,
— B HaIlleM MHpe TOJIBKO CMEPTh MOXKET aHHYJIMPOBATh OpaK.

— Tak 370 Xe 3aMeyaresibHO! —BOCKJIMKHYJA s paJOCTHO, BBOAS MYKYMHY B CTymop. — Thl
OTIPABUIIIb MEHSI B MOM MHUP, a 3/1eCh BCEM CKaXelllb, YTO KeHa yMepa.

— WHTepecHoe npeayioxenue, — cornacuics bpana, mocie HeOonbioi nayssl. — MTak, mojase-
AEM uTOrH: $1 He CIUTIO ¢ JPYTMMHU KeHIIIMHAMM TIOJHBIA JIyHHBIA [IUKJI, U BO3BpaIaio 1eds B TBOM
MuUp. A ThI Jaélllb coryiacke Ha oOpsi ¥ TIOMOTaellb MHE H30aBUThCSI OT BHUMAHUSI KOPOJIEBHI.

— Bcé BepHO, MIMEHHO Tak, — MOATBEpAWIIA 1, YABIOHYBILIHCH JIEIIEMY, XOTS TeNepb ero Tak
Ha3bIBaTh, M SI3bIK HE TIOBOPAYMBAJICS.

— Otmyno! Paz, 4yTo MBI JOrOBOPMITKCH, — CKa3asl bpaHz, pa3BopaunBasCh U HANPABIISSACH K
JBEpU cniaJibHu, — a To [1IuBa yxe 3axaaiach.

— DI, a Kak ke coraiieHue?! — KpUKHy/Ia eMy B CIHMHY, BCE eIllé BUCS Ha JIMaHe, KaK mMap-
THIIIKA.
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Bpann o6epHyIics, yabIOHYIICS TOJUTMBYICKON YJIBIOKON COONA3HUTES U 3asIBUIL:
— HoBbIi TyHHBIN IMKJT HAYMHAETCS Yepe3 TPU JHs, TaK UTO CETO/Hs S UMEI0 IPAaBO YTOJIUTh
CBOIO CTPACTh.
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10 r1aBa

INonmurnyB MHe, Bpanj BblllesT U3 KOMHAThl, HACBUCTbIBasl BECENYI0 MEJIOAMIO, BUAUMO, B
NpeIBKYIIEHNH OypHOI HOUM. 3aX0TesIoCh OPOCUTH €My B CITMHY YTO-TO TSDKETIOE, HO YBBI, BO3MOX-
HOCTH Tako¥ He Obpu10. 3710cTh Ha Bpania 3a0ypimia ¢ HoBow cuioil. [IsIXTs 1 pyras jemero Ha Yém
CBET CTOUT, 3a0pajiach 0OpaTHO B KOMHATY, 4yTh HE MOTEPSAB 10 IyTH CHOJI3AIOILYI0 IPOCThIHB. [ake
He TOMOT 3aJ1e3Th 00paTHO, yOexkas K cBoel, 31oit, HuMde! Toxke MHe TKeHTJIbMEH OOJIOTHBIN |

— HecHochplii myxuk! ITogymaenis, npeodpasuics! la s 1 He TaKux KpacaBlieB BHAasia! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIA Pa3Apak€HHO, MOAXO0/s K KPOBATH M cOpachiBasl yKe HEHaBUCTHYIO IIPOCTHIHIO.

CxBatuB py0Oaxy, HeOpe:KHO Hazena e€ Ha ceOsl, CTHYB TOPJIOBUHY IOTYKE, CIIOBHO IBITASICh
3a/1ylIIATh OIHYPKOM CcBoM 3Molu. Crenyromum OblT capadaH, KOTOPBIH OKa3aJicsl He TaKUM Tpo-
CTOPHBIM, KaK Ka3aJicsi Ha epBbli B3MIsAA. OH 00TsHY Mou O€apa JOCTAaTOYHO IJIOTHO M TPO3UIICS
1oexarth MO IIBY, €CJIX 51 B3AyMalo pucecTs. HajeB Ha HOTH caroru, MoHsiia, YTo OHK COBCEM HeyJ00-
HbIE, IO9TOMY HEJOJIrO JyMasi, TOMEHsUIa X Ha JIIOOMMbIE KPOCCOBKHM, B KOTOPHIX ObLIIO MPHUBBIYHO
1 KOM(OPTHO.

Mowu MbICIIM BHOBb BepHY/IUCh K BpaHay u ero Haroctu. HaBepHsika oH ceifuac KyBbIpKaeTcs
c [IIuBoii 1 naxe He JymaeT 000 MHe, TaK OYEMY 5 Ha HEM 3allMKJIMIIach?

B ¢purHec-kiy6e BOKpYr MeHst ObIIO MHOKECTBO KPACHBBIX MY)KMKOB, HHOT/IA IaKe IJ1a3a pas-
oeranncp, HO 51 HE TIOMHIO, YTOOBI MEHsI KTO-TO TaK BOJIHOBAJ M3 HHX, KaK 3TO APAaKOH, YTOO eMy
nycro Obl10! HaBepHsika Bcé aeno B Maruu! OH UCHONB3YeET e€ /17151 TPUBJICYEHHUS] MECTHBIX «KYPHL»,
HO Belb 51 He oHn?! [loueMy Benych Ha KpacoTy bpanja, Kak HauBHas JIeBUOHKA?

MHe BJIpyT CHOBa CTaJIO %apKo, U 51 HEIPOU3BOJIBHO MOTsAHYJIA BEPEBOUKU pyOaxu, pacmycKas
BOPOT U MO3BOJISIsSI BO3/1yXY KOCHYTBCSI PA3rOpsYEHHON KOKH.

— YnobHas mTy4yKa, — MIpOroBOprIa UPOHMYHO cama cede, — AEPHYJI 3a BEpEBOUKY U pyOaxa
y TBOUX HOT.

— Hy ut0, noroBopusuck? — HEOXUIAHHO MPO3BYYaJl THycaBblii rosiocok Keicu, yepes cekyHay
OH U CaM MaTepHaIn30BaJICsl Ha KPOBATH.

ITrckHyB UCITyraHHO, OTHPSHYJIA, IPYKMMast PyKH K IPYIu, rae OelleHO KOJOTUIIOCh CEepLie.

— Ty ThI, Hamyram, mapasur! — BeIMaNIMIA S U TYT e OOMKeHHO pobaBmia: — [1pegaresns!

— Kro, may, 57! [louemy? — OKpyIJIMB CBOU M Tak OOJBILYIIME [J1a3a, BO3MYTHUIICS KOT.

— Ha, Ts1! — pemmrensHO noaTBepAna. — CKpbUI OT MEH$, YTO TBOM XO35IMH YMEET IEPEBOILIO-
IIAThCS], /1A €IIE ¥ Maruio 0OONBIEHHS TPUMEHSIeT !

— Tak s 3armamMATOBaJ IPOCTO, 3TO Y HETO TOJILKO MPU IMOJHOM JIyHEe ObIBAaeT, — CMyTHBIIKCS,
otBeTuJ1 KpIcs, — a 10 MOBOY OOOJIBIIEHUS. .. 3TO Y IPAaKOHA B KPOBH.

— 3Hauut, [1l1Ba K HEMY Kaaylo MOJIHYIO JIyHYy Oeraer, fa? — cpocuiia TpeboBaTesbHO, Mpu-
IIypUB I71a3a.

BripaskeHre MOpabl y KOTa ObIJIO HACTOJIBKO CMYIIEHHBIM M U3BUHSIOIIMMCS, UTO 51 HE CMOIJIa
Pa303JIUThCS HA HETO MO-HaCTosAEMY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 €lIE He KeHa, a 3HAYMT, TpeOOBATh BEPHO-
ctu oT bpaHzia He umelo npaBo, HO TONBKO ceitvac! Bes 310¢Th yneTyunnack, HO HEIPUATHBIN OCaJJOK
PEBHOCTH B JyIlIe BCE ke ocTascs. [loraaus pblkero no MArKoW MEPCTKE, B3I0XHYJIA PACCTPOEHHO
¥ yceJach Ps/BIIIKOM Ha MOCTeNTb, TIOJKAB TOfL ce0sI HOTH.

— [Touemy TBO¥ XO3MH TaKON HEBBIHOCUMBIN? — CIIPOCHJIa HEMHOTO OOMKEHHO.

— OH xopomm#, rmpas/a, MPoCTO JOJTO KUBET OOUH, — OTBeTHI KbIcs ¢ M000BbBIO B rooce. —
Ckopo BCcE N3MEHUTCH.

— Yro u3mMeHHTCsA? — MOCMOTpEIa Ha KOTa, CKENTUYECKH TPHUITOHSB OpOBb.

— X0351MH U3MEHUTCS, — YBEPEHHO 3asIBUJT PbIKUIA, — MUP U3MEHMTCS.

Sl nuIb HeOBEPUMBO XMBIKHYJIA M OTBEPHYJIACh, CKPBIBAsl BHICTYNUBIIIME Ha I71a3a CIE3bIL.
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— 3aro Ternepp MOHATHO, I0YEMY KOpOJieBa TaK HEPaBHOMYIIIHA K JieleMy, — J00aBuiIa ¢ Upo-
HUEW B rojioce. — YBUAEB TAKOro KpacaBUMKa, CJIOKHO OCTaTbCsl paBHOAYIIHOM. PsiioM ¢ Hell OH Toxke
npeoOpaxaercs?

— Ckopeil Bcero /1a, 3To ke €€ MPOKJISATHE MPSIYeT UCTUHHBIA OOIMK XO35MHA, — POTOBOPHIT
Kpics1, cTaHOBSCH CEphEZHBIM.

Sl obepHysach ¥ OCMOTpesa Ha KOTa COUYBCTBEHHO, MHE JEUCTBUTENILHO OBUIO Kallb €ro.
CroJpKO JII0OBU ¥ 000KaHUS K XO35IMHY M HETTOAIEIIbHOE JKeJIaHHe TOMOYb, BEPHYTh €My UCTUHHbIN
o0nuK. Pa3Be uesoBek crocoOeH Ha Takylo KepTBY, paau apyroro? Her, s TO4HO He BcTpeyasa TakHX.

— Heyxenu TBOW XO35IMH COBCEM HE TIOMHUT, YTO OH JPaKkoH? — crpocuia 3aaymunBo. — Hy
JOJIKHO JKe T/Ie-TO €KaTh, XOTh U3peKa.

damubsip MOTHYJI TOJIOBOKM M1 HEPBHO JIEPHYJI YIIIaMH, CJIOBHO MIX KOCHYJIACh HEBU/IUMAsI pyKa.

[Tpu3HaHue mo-nmpexHeMy JaBajioCh My C TPYAOM, CIMIIKOM JOJITO OH CKPBIBI MIPABAy OTO
BCEX.

— CoBceM He IOMHUT U CUUTAET JIETEHY O JIpaKOHaxX JIETCKOW CKa3KOil.

— U ero He cmyiaer mnemepa, B KOTOpoill oH kuBET? Kyrenb ¢ cepHOil KUCIOTOR, OOUKH C
cokpoBuamu? Kak oH 310 cede 00bsicHsIeT? — He YHUMAJIach s, TOHUMAs! BCIO IJTYTIOCTh CHTYallUH.

Ho Kbics 4BHO He pa3fensii MO TOUKY 3pEHUS.

— Her, X031H cuMTaeT, 4To JIeMMUI TOMKEH KUTh OMrke K 3eMJIe, a Kyresb BCero JIMIIb Jap
3eMJIU, — IIPOTOBOPHUII TPYCTHO (PaMUIIBSIP.

KuBHyna nonumaroie 1 noyeMy-To menoToM 3aajia Apyroi BOMPOC, KOTOPBIA BOIHOBAI He
MEHBIIIE.

— Ilouemy kopoJsieBa Tak kaxAeT 3anoiyyuTh bpanga B cBoio nocresnn?

Poixuii cpasy B3nEpHYI MOPIOUKY, BBHIITSTU TOPAEIMBO IPYIb BIEPEN U ¢ MadOCOM CKazal:

—Omna AOJIKHA MOATBEPAXUTL CBOIO BJIACTb HAl HUM U HAJIOKHUTH HOBOEC IIPOKJIATHEC, HO XO34HH,
BU/IMMO, HYTPOM Uysl, BCSYECKU cTapaercst u3oexath Onmn3ocT. OH MOXET MPOTUBOCTOSITh €€ Yapam
KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, HO C KX/IbIM pa30M 3TO CTAHOBUTCS BCE TPyAHEH. Marusi KoposeBbl OYeHb CHJIbHA.

— YTO 3HAUNT «JIOJKHA TIOATBEPOUTH», s HE OYEHb MOHUMAI0? — YIUBJIEHHO Mepecripocuia u
aaxe OTOABUHYJIACh HEMHOTO, YTOOBI JIyYllle BUAETh CEPbE3HYI0 MOpY KOTa. —Pa3Be Ha HEM yke He
JIEKUT TIPOKJIATHE?

Kebicst ppIpKHYII, BCTAI M IGTOBUTO MEPEIIEN Ha JPYTYI0 CTOPOHY KPOBAaTH, MOTEPCS OOUYKOM O
ACPECBAHHYIO KOJIOHHY, 3aTEM BaJIbAXKHO pasnérc;l, BBITAHYB BCC€ YCTBIPE JIAIIKU B PA3HBIC CTOPOHBI,
KaK MOpCKasi 3Be3/4a.

— Jlto6oe MpOKJIAThE UMEET CPOK JeUCTBUS. ECM MPOKIAThE CaAET, MaMsTh MOCTENIEHHO Bep-
HETCs K BpaHmy, 1 oH BCHOMHHUT ce0s1 ICTUHHOTO. DTOr0 KOpOJieBa JOMYCTUTh HE MOKET, IOITOMY U
coOMasHsEeT XO35IMHA, JIMINAs BOJIU, TAMSTH U He MO3BOJIsAs MpoOyauThesi. OHa yapoeiika u e€ rias-
Hasl ClOcOOHOCTh, HastokeHHe yap. CaMble CHITbHBIE TIPOKJISATHS IENAIOTCS Ha TIocTesb. [100bIBaB B e€
MOCTECJIN, MYKYUHBI CTAHOBATCA OE3BOJILHBIMU pa6aMH Ha KaKo€-TO BpEMS, — IOACHUJI KOT, I'PyCTHO
B3JbIXas.

3axoTesoch HEMEICHHO OOHSTh PhUKETro IUIyTa, IMovyecaTh 3a YIIKOM M MooOemars moMoyb
eMy Jo00i IIeHOH, HO 5 CAepXKaJa MophIB, TOMHS, YTO B TOM MHpe CJIoBO numeeT Bec. Bee ke Koics
HE TPOCTO KOT, a (PaMUIIbsIp — MaruyecKoe CyIIECTBO, U JaHHOe OOelaHe, TOTOM MHE K€ MOKET
BBIATH OOKOM.

K ropny moakatmi KoM OTBpallieHHsi, BCIIOMUHAs, KaK BYJbrapHO Besia ceOst KoposneBa. OHa
3HaJIa ero NCTHHHBIN 00K U OblTa yBepeHa, uTo Bpan magér k e€ Horam paHo WM TIO3HO, BCeria
Tak ObLIO M ceiuac Tak OyJier.

— Xo3g91H COIIPOTUBJIACTCSA, HO OHA, CJIOBHO Iay4uXa OKYTLIBACT €ro HeBHIIHMOﬁ HayTHHOﬁ
CBOEH TyOUTeNIbHON Maruu. 3acTaBiisieT ObITh K ceOe Kak MOXHO Onnke, Ha BCe MPa3THUKH TpedyeT
€ro MpUCyTCTBUA, a XO34ANHY C KaXXJIbIM pa30OM YCTOATb BCE TPYAHEE, — MOABITOXUII Kricq.
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— A 4em MoMokeT cBabOa? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh 33yMUYNBO. — Pa3Be 3T0 Kak-To rmomMerniaer
KOpoJieBe 3aMaHuTh bpanaa B moctens?

— Ecmu BH coBepitte o0psiz mepe Goramu 3Toro Mupa, To JaHHoe eii bpaxgom obermaHue
AHHYJIUPYETCsl, OH OCBOOOOUTCS OT Hero. My U jkeHa OOBEAMHSIOT aypy M CTaHOBATCS, TIO CYTH,
eIUHBIM 1IeTbiM. [lake ecam KoposieBa MPUMEHUT Maruio, Thl CMOKEIIb OCTAaHOBHUTH JpaKoHa. X,
’aJb, YTO THl HE €T0 UCTUHHAS. . .

— [ymarto, OqHOI UCTUHHOM €My YK€ XBaTHJIO, — IPOrOBOPHJIA IYT/IUBO, MBITASICh Pa3psIUTh
00CTaHOBKY M HEMHOTO OTBJIEUb PHIKETO OT I'PYCTHBIX MBICJICH. YIIBIOHYBIIIMCH EMY XUTPO, JOOABIIIA:
— Xopomuii CIopIipu3 IJisi KOPOJIEBBI Mbl IIPUIYMAJIH, TIABHOE — BBIKHTH, KOTJJa OHA BCE Y3HAET.

— Ila, Oynet Henerko, — otBeTHII KbIcs cepbE3HO, 1 BCSI MOsI OpaBaja MUTOM YJIETYUYHIIACh.

MHe coBceM He XOTeJIOCh UMETh BParoM KOpOoJIeBCKYI0 0co0y, HO, BUIMMO, IO-APYTOMY BOITPOC
C JPAaKOHOM HE PelluTh.

Venplmanym NpunIyméHHble ToJoca BHU3Y. DTO XO3AMH J0Ma JIIOOE3HO MPOBOXKAI T'OCTHIO
BocBosicH. [TofickounB ¢ KpoBarty, rnogdeskasna K ABepH, HO He CTajla BHIXOJUTS, & JIMIIb TPUOTKPhLIa
HEOOJBIIYIO MIENOYKY, TPUCTYIIMBASICh K Pa3roBOpY.

— $1 npuny 3aBTpa, MoW CllaleHbKUIA, — TPO3BYYasl HEKHBIN ronocok IIuBbl.

— He crout, HnMouka Mosi, o30By TeOs1 caM, KOrjia MOHaA0OUTCs, — OTBETHII MSTKO Bpany,
U 5 JaKe OLIYyTHJIA 3aBHCTD K JIEBYIIKE, CO MHOHM OH TaK HE LIEPEMOHMJICS.

— Ho Beap y Hac eni€ aBa JIHsI MOJTHOMYHUSI! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA JEBYIIIKa Kanpus3Ho. — Mbl Bceraa
MIPOBOIMIIN 3TH JHU BMECTE.

— Tuor 3a0buta, I1IuBa, ceromHst HOUBIO s JKEHIOCh, — BIPYT Pa3Apak€HHO 3asiBUI JICIIHIA, HO
MIOTOM CMSATYMIICS M 1o0aBWIL: — $1 mpuy K Tede cam, Korja nocumrtao HykHbIM. He oOwkaiicsi, HO
TaK HAJIO.

— INooGermmait MHe, 4TO THI He OyJeIb CIIaTh C ITOH. .. JeBullei! — moTpedoBaia HUM®a.

MHe 3ax0TesIoch HeMe/IJIEHHO BMEIIAThCsl B Pa3roBOpP, BO3MYIIEHHO MOTPeOOBAB M3BHHEHUH,
HO 51 OCTaJ1ach Ha MeCTe, JIUIIb CXKUMAst KyJaku 0 OeIbIX KOCTSIIIEK.

— Ona mos Oymymias )keHa, — OTBeTHII bpaH[| CIIOKOWHO, — s He Mory Tebe 00eIaTh 3Toro, HO
s1 TIOCTAPAIOCh YIePKaThCs.

«Ynepxarbcsa?! Yto 310 3HaunT? OH YTO MJIAHUPYET CO MHOM CMaTh? — 3aBEPTEJINCh B TOJIOBE
OECITOKOIHBIE MBICIIH.

Hacrynuna 3atsikHasi maysa, U s, He YIEepKaBIIKCh, BBIIJISIHYB 32 JBEPb, YBU/IENA CTPACTHBIN
nonesyit mapouku. [lox pykoi omsiTh HUYEro He OKa3aJioch, M BCE, YTO MHE IMPUIILIO B TOJIOBY,
3TO TPOMKO IO XapaKTEPHOTo 3BYKa, PaCMaxHyTh JABEPb, YTOOBI AaTh MOHATH: OHU HE OIHHU B STOM
nome. Mosi mpoBokaius ynanack, bpana, HakoHen, orctpanuics ot LInBbl u Opocuit B3IIIs] HaBepX,
BU/IUMO, OKUJIasl yBUIETh MEHS, HO s HE CIEIINIA BHIATH U3 KOMHATHI.

— XopoI1o, MUk, s1 Oymy TeOs KJIaTh, CKOJIBKO MOTpedyeTcs, cropas OT KeJlaHus... — CKa-
3aJ1a ¢ Takou crpacThio B rosioce IlIuBa, uro maxke mMeHs nmpoOpano. bpocuaa XUTpsliil B3MISAA B MOKO
CTOPOHY, 3Has, UTO 1 CJIeXKY 32 HUMHU. — MeHsI HUKTO He 3aMEHHT, JJake KOpoJieBa.

Ona OykBasibHO BHcesnia Ha BpaHne, mpukuMasch BCEM TeJOM, a OH OeccTbike OOHUMAT e€
OJIHOM PYKOH 3a TaJiMio, a BTOPOW HAaxaJIbHO OJy:KAal 4yTh HUXKE MOSICHUIBL. Mosi peBHOCTh BHOBb
B30YHTOBAJIaCh, 3aCTaBJIsISI IEMCTBOBATh HEOOMYMAHHO U TIIYTNO. BHICKOYMB M3 KOMHATHI, OCTAHOBH-
JIach Ha BEPXHEH CTYIEHM JIECTHUIIBI, YIIepeB PyKU B OOKa, BOSMYIIEHHO IS Ha TAPOYKY JIIOOOB-
HUKOB.

— Hy Hago xe, kakas TyT J000Bb, — TPOM3HECA EXUIHO, HE B CUJIaX C/IEPKaTh CBOIO XKedb,
— MOJXET, THl €€ B )KeHbI BO3bMEIIL, bpaHa? A 4to, oHa TeOe BIOJHE TOJl CTaTh, BMeCTe B O0JIOTe C
JISATYIIKaMU KUTh Oynere!

JIpakoH JIEHMBO OTCTPAHUJICS OT JIEBYIIKU W, OPOCUB HAa MEHSI UPOHUYHBINA B3IJISI, JIYKAaBO
YJIBIOHYJICS, 1aBasi HOHSTh, YTO MPEKPACHO TIOHUMAET, YeM BhI3BaHa MOsI arpeccHsi. MHe BAPYT CTaio
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TaK CTBIIHO, IIEKW OTAJIJI PyMSIHEll, 3aCTaBJIsisl YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl MOIHOM JAypOy B CIOKUBIIEHCS
CUTYAIH.

— Hy Bc€, nau cnagkas, a To TyT ceMeWHbI CKaHall HamevaeTcsi, — oOparuiics oH K [uge u,
Pa3BEepHYB JEBYIIKY K IBEPH, JIETOHBKO IIIJIENHYJ IO TIOTe, MpUaBast €l yCKOpeHHe.

Humda ycmexHynach, OKMHY/Ia MEHsI BRICOKOMEPHBIM B3IVISIOM TOOEAUTETbHULIB U, BHJISIS
O&mpamu, Moluia K IBEpU, KOTopasi caMa pacraxHyJach Mepej Hel U TYT ke 3aXJIOMHY/IACh, CTOMIIO
[IuBe nepectynuth nopor. [1omyynnock coBceM HEroCTENPUUMHO, HO 51 MBICIIEHHO MoOarogapuia
AyX JOMa 32 COJTUIAPHOCTb.

[Iponosmxkas CToATH Ha JIECTHULIE, OKKJaia OT bpaHaa rHeBHOrO BO3MYIIEHHUS Ha MOE Iy palikoe
MOBEJIeHNE, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH YJIBIOHYJICS ¥ CIIPOCHUT:

— Tel ronogHa?

VauBieHuio He ObLIO MTpe/iaa, BIIepBbie OH MOMHTEPECOBAJICSI MOMMH MOTPEOHOCTSMU. 3710CTh
OTIYCTWJIA, M PEBHOCTh CTHXJa. HepBHBII KOM, MOSIBUBIIIEHCS B TOpie, HE Jajl BO3MOKHOCTH OTBe-
THUTBh, TOTOMY MTPOCTO KUBHYJIA.

— Torpa npeanaraio MoyKMHATh, — OPOCKJIT XO35IH JIoMa U JOOABHJI C UPOHUEH, — Y TeOs1 OUeHb
KpacuBbI€ IIJIeUH, HO JIyUIlle UX COPSATaTh, & TO MOs OyiHast (paHTa3Msi MOKET TOJIKHYTh Ha HEOOy-
MaHHBIN IOCTYTIOK.

Hernonumarorie mocMoTpesia Ha MYXYMHY, TTOTOM TPOCJIEANIA 32 €ro B3MIAJOM U axHyIa,
OBICTPO coOMpast BOPOT pyOaxu U 3aBsI3bIBast BEPEBOUKY IOJ] caMOe Topiio. 3a BCEMU Pa3BepHYBIIIH-
MHUCSI COOBITUSIMU COBCEM 3a0bLiIa PO BHEITHUIA BH/IL.

— Tak-To Jiy4ite, — TOBOJIBHO YXMbUIbHYJICS bpana u npukasain: — Hucca, Hakopmu Hac.

Ceituac X031H JI0Ma ObLIT BIOJIHE FAJIAHTHBIM, CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ YPABHOBEIIIEHHBIM MYKUYMHOM,
3HAOIIUM cebe TIeHy, a TJie K€ TOT JICIHIA, KOTOPOTO sl BCTPETUIa NIepBbIM, IPyObIil 1 HEBOCTIUTAH-
HBII MyxJ1aH? 1 B Moell ronoBe HUKAK He yKJaJblBajlach 3Ta pa3uTesibHas nepeMeHa. Pa3se Moxer
HACTOJIBKO OT/JIMYAThCS JIEMHiA OT ApakoHa? Heyxkenu Ha ero xapakrep Tak BIUSET BHEITHOCTb WJIH
9TO MUCTMHHASI CYIIHOCTh AA€T 0 cebe 3HaTh? Ecim aymarh JTOrMUEcKH, TO JPAKOH SIBJISTICS MUTOM
3TOro MHUpa, TOrAa KaK JISIHIA BCEro JIMIIb CTPasK Jieca, OTCIOAA U Pa3HUIIA B TOBEAEHHUH, HO STO JIUIIb
MOsI )KEHCKasl JIOTHKa, He OoJiee Toro.

Cron ObUT HAKpPBIT Ha [IBE MIEPCOHBI, U CTOMJIO MHE CECTh Ha MECTO, KaK HeBHIUMas pyKa
OepexkHO MOIOABUHYJIA KO MHE TapesKy W MpruOopsl. Jlasblie Ha CTOIe CTAN MOSIBIISATHCS Pa3HO00-
pasHble Oimofia. JlepeBsSHHBIN TOTHOC C OOBITIM KYCKOM KapeHoro Msica, 00JI0KEHHOTo KapTrodeieM
Y KOPEHbSIMH, TICPETENIKH Tof] OeJIbIM COyCOM Ha BO3IYIITHOHN MOIYIIKE U3 TPEYKHU, OBOIIH, (hapIIu-
POBaHHBIE CHIPOM M 3€JIEHBIO, KapaBail CBeKero xJjeda M KyBIIMH C HAMUTKOM.

Bpann, npuHsiics pe3aTh MsICO U BBIKJIABIBATH K ceOe Ha TApeJIKy TOJICThIe JoMTsiMu. Halmio-
Jaja 3a HUM U JyMajia, 4To, HAaBepHOEe, paHOBAaTO 00pafoBaiach ralaHTHOCTU gpakoHa. OH BHOBb
000 MHe 3201, CIOBHO 32 CTOJIOM HUKOTO U He ObL10. CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIIAB MOW MBICITH, OH ITOKOCHJICS
B MOIO CTOPOHY U CIIPOCHJI, YKa3bIBasi HA KyCOK MsIca:

— Bynemn?

— Jla, mokaJyiicTa, — OTBETHJIa POBHO, KaK M MOI00AeT KyIbTYpPHOMY YeJIOBEKY.

OTpe3aB TOJICTHIN JIOMOTb, TIOJIOKIII MHE Ha TapesiKy, IOTOM OT ceOs1 J00aBIII U KapTodeb.

— Erb 1aBait, a To royionHast JKeHIMHA XyKe HIEeHKH, — 3aMEeTHJT OH YXMbUIbHYBIIUCH. — CHITBI
Tebe emE MoHaI00ATC.

S mumb (pBIpKHYNIA B OTBET, COOMPAsCh B3ATh BIJIKY, HO MHE €€ He Mook, V3 mpudopos
Ha CTOJIe JIe)kasia JepeBsiHHAs JIOXKKA U HOX. [locMoTpea Ha X03siMHa JOMa CMYIIEHHO M CIIPOCHIIA:

— A MOXHO MHE MOJTy4UTh BUJIKY?

OH ynMBIEHHO BBITHYJ OpOBb, OYATO s MOMPOCHIIA BUJIKY U3 YHCTOTO 30JI0Ta, HO BCE K€ OTBE-
TIJT:

— Eé ner, enb Tak.

— Kak?! — BosamyTHIach s, BCeM BUJOM OKa3biBasl, HACKOJIbKO pa304apoBaHa TAKMM OTBETOM.
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Bpanp pazapak€HHO PHIKHYI, TOTOM B3sUT NAJIblIAMU KYCOK MsICa U OTIIPABWJI B POT, CJIEAOM
OTITPaBUJICS JIOMTHUK KapTodes.

— Bor Tak, — MpOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI OH, MPOKEBAB M OOJIM3BIBAS 110 OUEPEIN KK IbIH MaJiell.

3akaTuIia 1j1a3a K MmoTojIKy ¥ OMOTaJjla roJIOBOM, He B CMJIaX MOA00paTh HyKHbIE CJIoBA. BHOBD
[JIsTHYJIa Ha CBOIO TapesiKy, IIe Jiexkal KyCOK apoMaTHoOro Msica. Kemyaok kanoOHo 3aypyal, Tpedys
nuiy. Hy 49to e, ¢ BOJIKaMu KUTb, TIO-BOJTYbH BBITb.

Bs3s1B 1ByMs anibuMKkaMu MsICO, BIIUJIACh B HETO 3yO0amMH, OTpPBIBast MPUIMYHBINA KYcOK. OKa3bl-
BAaeTCs, s1 HACTOJIBKO TPOTOJIOAIach, YTO YK€ Uepe3 MUHYTY 3a0blla O BCSIKUX MaHEpax M MpHIIU-
ynsix. CoyHOe apoMaTHOe MSICO, CO CHEIHSAMH M YeCHOYKOM, IIPOCTO TasIo BO PTY, a 3aleuEHHBIN
Kaptodesb JOMOIHSLT 3TOT OOKECTBEHHBIN BKYC MPUSATHON C1a0CThio. HacTONBKO yBIEKIach €/I0M,
YTO OTJAJIACh ITOMY IPOIIECCY C TOIOBOM, KakKIBIH pa3 Kycas MsCO, He MOIJIa CAepXkaTh CTOH YHO-
BOJIbCTBHSI.

Tenepp yxe Bpann ¢ mHTepecoM HaOMIOAAN 32 MHOW, MEJUICHHO TNEpekEBbIBasi CBOW KYCOK
msica. [ToiimMaB ero B3risi Ha ceOe, CMyTHIIach U MOKPACHea, TTOHUMasi, HACKOJIBKO Cefuac BBITISIKY
HecJep)kaHHOU AuKapkoi. CXBaTUB o cToja cajipeTKy, MPOMOKHYJIA TYOBl M BHITEpJIa MaJIblIbl, CTa-
pasich COXpaHsTh CIIOKOWCTBHE.

— A Kbeics nipaB, Tl HEOOBIYHASI, — IPOTSIHYJI JICIIIHIA, TOXeE TepecTaBasi ecTb, — B Tebe coueTa-
ercst HecoyetaeMoe, BCE U cpa3y. ByHTapka U B TO ke BpeMs TpycHuxa, CTpacTHasi U OTHOBPEMEHHO
XOJIO[JHAsI, PACCyIUTENIbHAS U MO-AETCKA HaUBHAS.

— ThI TOXE, — OypKHYJIa TUXO | JT00aBHWIa yxe OoJjiee TPOMKO: — DTO BCE MO XapakTep, BOC-
nuTaTesibHUIA ropopuiia: «Tebs Hy)KHO MOPOTh Kak CHUIOPOBY KO3y, UTOOBI YEJIOBEKOM CHENAThb>.
[ToToMy YTO 51 HEUCIIPABUMBIA POMAHTHK M YIPSMbIA PEATUCT B OXHOM (pJIaKOHE, HE JKEeNAIOIIUit
CITyIIaTh YyKUE COBETHl M HACTABJICHMUSI.

— Hapno 3anoMHUTB COBET, — cka3asl bpaH, paciuibiBasich B €XUIHOW YIIBIOKE.

— Tonbko nonpoOyii! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia BOMHCTBEHHO. — {1 Beab caaun Mory aath!

— A TBI HE HapBIBAKCs, — MAPUPOBAT OH U PACCMESLIICS.

[pusATHBIA TpyAHONW OAPUTOH 3aNOIHII KYXHIO, U sl HEBOJIBHO 3aCiylIajach, YyBCTBYs, KaK
BHYTPH OT3BIBAIOTCS] BCE CTPYHBI MOeH Tymu. [IpusTHRIE MSATKHME HOTKH €ro rojoca OyIOopakiiv 1
HE OCTaBJISLT PAaBHOILYIIIHBIMU HU OJIHY KJIETOUKY Moero Tesa. [TouyBcTBoBaa ceOs Iyroii JeBYOH-
KOI, KOTOpasi TalHO BIII0OJIEHA B TIEPBOTO KpacaBlla MHCTUTYTA, HAMBHO Bepsi BO B3AaUMHOCTb C €T0
cropoHbl. HetoBONIbHO (DBIPKHYB, peliia HOMEHSTh TEMY Pa3roBOpa, MOKa He Momaja B O4epeHoe
HEJIOBKOE TIOJIOKEHHE.

— A Tbl Bepulllb B APAKOHOB?

Bpanp nepecran cMesiTbCsl M B3IJISIHYJT HA MEHSI TIPUCTAJIBHO, CJIOBHO XKJIaJT ITOABOXA.

— DT10 GalKM Halllero Mupa, He OoJiee TOro, — OTBETUJ OH, CTAPasiCh ObITh PABHOMYIIHBIM, HO 51
BUJIeIa, KaK 3aXOMJIM KeJIBaKH Ha ero ckynaax. EMy Obuta HermpusiTHa 9Ta Tema.

— Kbics roBoprI1, UTO €CTh JIereHia Mpo HUX, a 3HAUUT, BIIOJIHE MOXKET OKA3aThCsl MPABJION, —
MIPOTrOBOPHJIA PACCYAUTETBHO, CTApasiCh BECTU ceOsl HEPOU3BOJIBHO.

OH nuIIb KPUBO YIBIOHYICS.

— Moii KOT JTIOOUT 3TU CKA3KH M J]ake MBITaeTCs HAUTHU JIPaKoHa, HO BCE 9TO uyIib. Jlaxke eciu
OHH ¥ JKHJTH KOT1a-TO, TO OJIArOTIOYYHO BEIMEPIIH, — JOBOJILHO PE3KO 3asiBUJI BpaH 1 CTyKHYIT KyJa-
KOM TIO CTOIY.

Sl moAnpeIrHy/1a OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH U YCTaBMJIACh HA HEero M3yMJIEHHO. Haim B3risapl BeTpe-
THJIUCh, U I 3aMETUJIA, HACKOJIBKO M3MEHMIIUCH ero 3pauku. Celiyac OHM CTali TOHKUMU BEPTHKAIb-
HBIMH TIOJIOCKAMHM, a caMa paaykKa Iiia3 mbliana orHéM. 3aBOpokEHHO HaOmofana, Kak ero Koxa
Hayasa CBETUTHCS M3HYTPHU, CJIOBHO U 110 BEHaM €My ITyCTHJIM OroHb. [la oH cam Obu1 OrHEM!

— Ox, 60KeYKH, — BBIJIOXHYJIa BOCTOPKEHHO U KCITyTaHHO OJJHOBPEMEHHO. — Thl BECh TOPHIIIb. . .
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Myx)urHa pa3opBal 3pUTEIbHBIA KOHTAKT, MIEPEBOJISI BIIJISAA HA CBOM PYKH W IS HA HUX C
TaKUM K€ yIMBJICHUEM U HeTIOHMMaHUEM, KaK | 1.

— UYro 3a epyHaa? — mpoOOpMOTaIT OH, Pa3IIsi/IbiBasi MAJbIIbl, C KOTOPHIX CPHIBAIUCH UCKOPKU
Y TasisId B BO3/IyXeE.

— DTO Marus Orusl, X03s1H, — MOCJIBITIAJCS rojioc KbicH, a MOTOM U caM KOT MTPOSIBUTICS.

Bcé ouapoBanue yynom npornaso, bpana a€pHycs, CIOBHO €ro OIIINAPUIIN.

— OTKyna oHa B3s1ach? — PHIKHYJI OH, TPSICS PyKaMHM U TIBITAsICh 3aTyITUTh OTOHb.

— Hymato, 310 Ienp npoOyxkaaer e€ B Tede, — 3aJyMUMBO OTBETHJI PhIKHMA, TS Ha MEHS
TIPUIIY PEHHBIM IJIA30M.

— Tak 310 €€ marusi u ecth? — cipocui bpana, moyemy-To s HA MEHs BOIPOCUTENILHO. —
BoT TobKO MBI €111€ He 0OpyYeHbl, Kak e€ Marusi MOKeT NeperTH Ko MHe?

— Xopoluii BoIpoc, — OTBeTUIa 5, TocMoTpeB Ha KbICIo ¢ BHI30BOM.

Ha camom sierte, st 6bl1a yBepeHa, UTO OTHEHHA s Marusi IPUHAICKUT JPAKOHY, BOT TOJIBKO KaK
00 3TOM cKa3aTh bpanmy? Bpsi i oH IOBEpUT, 0COOEHHO MHE.

— XO03s¥H, s IyMalo, 9TO TBOsI Marusi, — C HEOXOTON NPOM3HEC (paMHITbSIP, OTXOMS TTOAAJIbIIIE,
YTOOBI HE MOMACTh MO/ TOpsiuyIo pyKy. — OHa MpochIraeTcs.

IlepecraB néprarbcs, bpana nmocmorpen Ha KoTa cHadajga HEAOYMEHHO, a IIOTOM, OCMBICIIVB
CKa3aHHOE, B30PBAJICS, KAK HACTOSIIIMIA BYJIKaH.

— 910 BCE TBOM IMpojiesKy, Aa? Hukak He MOKellb OCTABUTb CBOIO UACI0 «(DUKC», UTO 51 JPAKOH?
— 3a0paJl OH M, BCKMHYB PYKY, IIBBIPHYJ B KOTA OTHEHHBIM ITIAPUKOM.

— 51 TyT HU TIpU YEM, XO35MH, YECTHOE CJI0BO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ KbICcs, pacTBOpssCh B BO3/yXe
Y yXoJis OT yaapa.

[Map ymapwiics B IeUKy U pacIUTbUICS OTHEHHBIM ITSITHOM.

— Ilpekparute! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA UCITYTAHHO.

— He ne3p! — poikayn Bpang Ha meHs u goGasui: — Cripsitancs TBapiora? Iymaenis, st Te0s
HE BUKY?

Pe3kuil B3Max pyky U OTHEHHBIN IIap MOJIETe MPSMUKOM K JIECTHUIIE, YIAPWIACh O IepBbie
cTyreHu. Mbl yCIIbIaiy AyIiepa3auparonivii BOIUIb KoTa. OH TYT ke TOsSBUJICS Ha TOW CAaMOM JIeCT-
HUIIBI, ¥ €0 XBOCT TOpEJL.

— YTO THI TBOPHUIIIL, HPOA! — 3aKpUYAIIA HCTEPHYHO.

[MoxckoumB k 6oUKe, 3a4epIHYJIa BOIBI KOBIIMKOM U TIOHecIach K Kbice, KOTOpBI KPYTHIICS TIO
KpYTY, MBITAsICh 33/1yTh OTOHb Ha XBocTe. Henosnro pymast, BeUTHIIA BOY Ha O€/THOTO KOTa, IpeK paias
BO3TOpaHMUE.

— M-y, MSI-y-y-y, — IPOTOJIOCKJT OH KaJIOOHO.

— Bennenpkuii. X034uH y TeOs POCTO TUPaH! — IPOroBOPHUIIA s, TPUCAKUBASICH HA KOPTOUKHU
pAabIIKoM. — Jlaii-ka MOCMOTPIO, HACKOJIBKO BCE CEPhE3HO.

— Jla OH TPUKUIBIBAETCS, TOJBKO U Bcero! — KpUukHyJI BpaH/i, HO MOMyYHIOCh 3TO HEe CHUITBHO
yOeTuTebHO.

S1 He oOpaTmia BHUMaHUE HA €ro BO3IJIAC, BHUMATEIILHO OCMATpHBasi CrOPEBIIUI XBOCT.

— IlepcTb, KOHEUHO, KaJKO, HO OHAa OTPACTET, — MPOTOBOPIJIA YCIIOKAUBAIOIIE, TOTJIaKUBast
€ro o XOJIKe, — HY)KHO XOJIONMHOE MPUJIOKUTh WJIM CMa3aTh 4YeM-TO OT Oora. Y Bac ecTh JiekapcTBa?

Kbics mocMoTpesn Ha MEeHsI ¢ TAKUM U3YMJIEHUEM, CJIOBHO 51 eMY sy MPeAIoKuIIa.

— 3auem HaM JIeKapCTBa, €CJIM €CTh Marusi? — ckazaj oH. — [IpocTo Bbljieun MeHsl.

— Kak, 51 xe He yme?! — mpodopMoTaia pacTepstHHO.

— Bc€ T MOKeIb, HY’)KHO MPOCTO 3aX0TeTh, Y TeOs TaKue PyKHU HEXHbIE, a Y MEHSI XBOCTHK
6ommuT, — mocetoBan Kbics, MOBOpaunBasich KO MHE TOIOM U TIOKa3bIBast 0OJIE3JIbII YEePHBIN XBOCT.

— Hy nagHo, — noxaina njieyaMmy ¥ OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJIaCh €ro XBOCTA.

— INoxenaii, 4TOOBI MOSI IIKYpPKa BOCCTAHOBUJIACh, — TOJICKA3aJl PIKHMIA U I, 3aKPBIB I71a3a,
rocrapasach cocpeaoTounThes. [loayBcTBOBaIA, Kak B pallOHE COJIHEYHOTO CIUIETEHH S 3aBOPOYAIICS
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KOMOK, a TIOTOM JIOITHYJI KaK MbUIbHBIN ITy3bIPb, ITyCKasl [0 BEHaM CBOIO SHepruio. [ 'onosa 3akpyxu-
J1ach, @ BCE TEJIO CIIOBHO HATOJIHWIIOCH 9(PUPOM, Jeiasi er0 HEBECOMbIM.

— Bonme6Ho! — yernpimana tuxoe Bocxuiienue Keicu.

— Taxk oHa nekapp, 4To JM? — BTOPWJI €My TaKOW ke YIUBJIEHHBIN rojoc bpanaa.

OTkpbia m1a3a ¥ yBUzenaa nepen coOoi BHOBb IMYIIUCTBIA XBOCT KOTa, CJIOBHO OTOHb €r0 U
Kacaics.

— Ox! — BBIPBAJIOCH Yy MeHs. — ITO BCE 517

— Tr1! — ropno 3asBU pbikUi TWIYT. — VI HE TOBOpH TeTiepb, YTO Maruu B Tede HeT, BOT OHA.

— O-6an-1eTh, — MPOOOPMOTAJIA OIIAPAIIEHHO, PA3IIsSBIBAS CBOU JIAJOHH, KOTOPBIE eIE Mep-
L[JIV 3€JIEHOBAThIM LIBETOM.

BcrnomHMB 1Ipo OrOHB, € ONAckoil MOKOcWIach Ha BpaHaa, HO HMKakMX BCIIOJOXOB HA HEM
Oosbiiie He HaOMoAaI0ch. OH OBUT CIIOKOEH M COCPEOTOYEH Ha MHE.

— A e oroHs? — HEpBHO CIJIOTHYB, CIIPOCHJIA £1.

— He 3Halo, Tak ke BHE3aIHO McYe3, KaK U MOSBUIICSA, — 3asBUI bpaHa, OpocrB HETOBOJILHBIN
B3MIs/1 Ha (pammiibsipa. — Ceifuac He Bpemsi 3To BbIsICHSTh. Ham mopa yxoquts. Bnajbika kaath He
Oyzer.

[NoHsina, YTo OH KaTerOpHUUYECKH He KeJlaeT MPUHMUMATh Ty Maruio Ha cBoi yaf. [a, Keicst Obit
npas, yoenuThb ero OyaeT HeJIerKo, HO TeTiephb s 3Hajla TOYHO, APAKOH B HEM €CTb.

— Ha, Bpems npunuio, — ckazasu Kbics, BBIBOIS MEHS U pa3IyMuUil U MPOTATUBasi MayTUHKY U3
’KeMuyra, — [IOKpoy rojioBy, HEBECTa.

He crana crioputs, mpocTo BOApY3WIa Ha TOJIOBY yKpallleHue U rnocmorpena Ha bpanaa. Ero
ofiesIHUE Pa3HUTESbHO OTIMYAIOCh OT Moero. KoxkaHple IITaHbl, IUIOTHO OOJIEraiolye CriopTUBHbIE
HOTH, CBOOOIHAs Oenast pydaxa ¢ IIMPOKUMH pyKaBaMu, KOTOPbIe OKAaHYMBAJIMCh KPYKEBHBIMUA MaH-
KETaMH, U MTOBEPX KOXKaHbIM KUJIET, 3aCTETHYTHII HA MHOKECTBO PEMELIKOB.

— A XeHUX TepeoaeBaTbcsl He OyneT? — CpocuiIa eXUIHO, CKENTUYECKHU OIJISAbIBAsT TIPUKHY
JpaKoHa.

— Her, — xopoTtko Opocun Bpany u, B3B MeHs 3a PyKY, IMOTAIIWI K IBEPU.

IMomoiins k Bemasike, B3sJ1 CBOM IUIAI M YKyTaJI MEHs B HErO, CJIOBHO peOEHKa 3ariesieHal.

— B necy HOublo 3510K0, — 3a4€M-TO TPOKOMMEHTUPOBAJ OH CBOW TOCTYTIOK.

— Cnacu6o, — oTBeTHsIa ONarofapHoO, THXO paaysch, uTo bpaHa He OGe3HanEKeH, B HEM eCTb
3aJaTKH MOPSIOUYHOCTH U 3200THI.
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11 ri1aBa

Koraa mbl BeIIUIM U3 N30YIIKY ¥ HAIIPABUJIMCh B TYCTYIO Yallly Jieca, OblIO yke COBCEM TEMHO.
Bpany yBepeHHO BEI MeHs1 B TEeMHOTE, 00XO[1s1 BCE IPErpa/ibl Ha ITyTH, & BEPEHUIIA CBET/ISTYKOB COMPO-
BO/laJIa HAC, CJIOBHO BO3ylIHas (ara Haj ronopoil. [1lna 3a HUM No nATaM, BUENUBIIUCH B PYKY
Jlerero MEPTBOM XBaTKOM M 0OsICh Jaxke CMOTPETh 10 cTopoHaM. He XoTenoch BCTpeTUThCS B3IIIs-
JIOM C KaKUM-HHOY/Ib XUIITHUKOM, IPUTaMBIINMCS B KyCTaxX, MJIM TOTO XyKe, BHOBb YBUETb ONACHbIN
TYMaH.

Sl moTepsiia cuer BpeMeHH, IMoKa Mbl OTyXJalli 10 JIecy, yke JaBHO MOTepsila OPUEHTHP U
MOHSATHUSI HE MMeNa, B KaKoW CTOpPOHe ocTanach m30ymika. [1o yaBKaomyM 3ByKaM I107i HOTaMH,
TMIOHSUJIA, YTO MBI OKa3aJIMCh Ha OonoTe. bpaHn, HaKOHel, OCTAHOBUJICS, 3aMep Ha MTHOBEHHE, TTPH-
CJIyILIMBAsCh, [IOTOM OTITYCTUB MOIO PYKY, IOTHEC JIAJOHU KO PTY, CJIOKUB PYHOPOM, U MO3BAJI:

— XelMBab. ..

X0 NPOHECIIOCH N0 Jiecy, 3aTuxas Baajieke. CekyHaa, BTopasi, TPETbs... HIUEro He MPOUCXO-
AWJI0. .. BApyr noBciogy crajii 3aKUratbCsi MaJleHbKUE 3€JIEHbIE OTOHBKH, OHU TIOJHUMAIUCh B BO3-
IyX, coOMpasich B BUXPb M CO3[aBasi CTOJIBI cBeTa. M3 3T0ro cBera codpajcs CUIlydT, OTAIEHHO
MOXOKUH Ha MPUBE/IEHNUE, KOTOPBIX OMMCHIBAJIM B KHUTaX.

— Kr0 310?! — BOCXMIIIEHO MpolenTaa, IsAsl Ha BOIIEOCTBO, TBOPSINEeCs Mepeo MHOM.

— D70 IyX cMepTu — XelMBaJlb, — OTBETWI BpaH, BHOBb Oepst MeHs 3a pyKy. — M ném, HyxHO
MOIPOCUTD Pa3pelieHNs IPONTU Yepe3 MEPTBbIE BOJIBI.

— MéptBble BombI? — epecrpocuiia yIuBIEHHO, clieays 3a JemuM. — Pa3se 31o He 60710T0?

— He coBcem, paHbine 371ech MOBCIOAY ObUIM KpacHBEWINNE 03€pa, T7ie 0OUTAM MpeKpacHble
YH/IUHBI, CTIOCOOHBIE JIEUUTH JII0OBbIe OOJIE3HN CBOMMHU TECHSIMH, — CKa3aJl OH MEUTaTebHO.

— W 4ro ke npou30II0 ¢ HUMU MOTOM? — CHpOCHIIa THXO, XOTS JI0rajblBalach, YTo TYT HE
0001U10Ch 0€3 OTHOI OCOOBL.

— Koponesa He crepriesia Takoil KOHKYPEHLIMH, — YXMBUIBHYBIINCh, OTBETW Bpanj, noarsep-
KJas MoM MbIcU. — OHa YHUUTOXWJIA BCeX oOUTaTeNel, a 03€pa npeBparuia B MEPTBBIE, HEITPOXO-
IIUMBIE 00JIOTA.

— Kakoi1 yxac! — BoamyTtuiachk s1. — A crpax cmept? Ero Koponesa nocraBuna?

— Her, oH eil He IpUHAIEKUT, — YCMEXHYBIINCh, 3aMeTW1 bpann, — XeiiMBasb CIykKUT Hallen
Matep TbMe. OH cTepekET rpaHully MeXIy KU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO.

OH OCTOPOXHO CTYIWJI Ha Y3KYIO TPOIMHKY, KOTOpast MOAHSIACH IPSMO U3 BOJbI, U MOTSAHY
MeHsI 32 COOOM.

— U kyna xe Mbl uaéM Torga? — Cpocuiia HeJOyMEHHO, 3acTaBJiss ocTaHoBUTCS bpanja.

— Ha Ty cTopoHy, — OTBETHJI OH OOBIICHHBIM TOHOM, CJIOBHO 3TO CaMO COOO# pa3yMerorieecst
Y Mbl IPOCTO MPOTyJIMBAEMCH.

— Ha kakyio emg «Ty» CTOpoHYy? — pelinia yTOYHUTh HACTOPAKUBASICh.

— Tam, rne cmepTh OpOIUT COBCEM PAAOM, — OTBETW BpaHa, XUTpo y/lbIOHYBIIMCH U MTOAMUT -
HYB MHE.

Ho mHe coBceM He XOTenoch BCTPEYaThCcsl CO CMEPThIO M Jaxe OIM3KO K Hell moaxoauTs. B
3TOM MMpe, Kak f MOHsJIa, MOXET CYIIeCTBOBATh BCE 4TO yroaHo. M ecnu yiemmid, Jjaxe B LIIyTKY,
TOBOPUT O CMEPTH, 3HAUUT, OHA TOYHO OYyZIeT rie-To psAAoM. S1 BeIpBaia pyKy U3 MYKCKOW JIaJOHU
U c/lenaa rnapy IaroB Hasaj.

— MuHyTOUKY! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa UCIyTaHHO. — BooO1ie-To, s He IIaHMPOBaJIa BCTPEYaThCs CO
CMEPThIO ONMIKAMIINE CTO JIET, KAK MUHUMYM.

My:x4rHa HOCMOTpEJI C HEJOYMEHUEM, HE COBCEM MIOHUMas1, YeM CMOT TaK HallyraTb MeHs1, HO
yKe 4epe3 MUHYTY MPOCHSIT CBOEH T'OJUTMBYIICKON YIIBIOKOM.
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— MbI uzi€M He K caMoy CMepTH, a JIMIIb K TPaHUIe e€ MUpa, KOpoJieBe Tyza JOCTyIa HeT, U e€
Marusi TaMm OecCHuiIbHa, — OSICHUII OH, KaK IIyTIOMY, HEpa3yMHOMY JHTIO.

[NepeBapuB nH(pOpPMAIHIO, HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMJIACh U COTJIACHO KMBHYJIA, HABEPHOE, 51 IeHCTBU-
TEJIbHO CJIMIIKOM YTPHPYIO CMBICIT €rO CJIOB. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, JTyuliie ObITh TIOJAIIBIIE OT KOPOJIEBbI
U e€ MIIeeK, BO BpeMs LiepeMOHMU. Mbl NOIUIM Jalibllie MO BCIUIBIBAIOIIEH TPOIE, OCBEIEHHOW
CTOJINIAMU CTPAHHOTO cBeTa. [1ofoias K AyXy CMepTH, BUCEBIIEMY HaJl 3eMJIEN HEMOABUKHO, bpaH
MOKJIOHWJICSI ¥ CITPOCHUL:

— XeiiMBaJIb NIO3BOJIb MHE U MOEI HEBECTE MPOWUTH K BIIAJbIKE.

— HazoBu npuuunHy, — rpoienectes TUXHA ToJI0C, CJIOBHO JIMCTBOM A€PeBbs MOIIEBEMIH.

— O6psaa oOpydeHusi, — KOPOTKO OPOCHJT JICTITUIA.

— IIpoxomu! — BHOBB pasjascsi rojioc, a IoTOM OH pacTBOPUJICS, OCBOOOXK1asi TPOITY, MO KOTO-
PO¥ MBI NOLLUIX AAJIbLIE.

Bokpyr rpoMKo KBaKaju JIATYIIKY, BRIUCKUBAs cede rmapy, TPOMKO CTpeKOTasla capaHya, rnepe-
KPBIBasi HOUHbIE [IIOPOXH JIECa, POMJIMCh CTal HACEKOMBIX, KaKIYIIUX Ybei-TO KpoBH. CTOMIIO HaM
BBIITHU Ha TOJISIHY, KAK KOMAphl, YIysIB MOTEHIMAIBHYIO TOObIUY, PUHYJIMCH B HAIILy CTOPOHY.

S B yxkace otrnipsiHyna, HO Bpanp, caenan n€Erkuil B3Max pyKow, MPOIIeNTaB ObICTPOe 3aKJIu-
HaHUE W HaJl HAMH, TTOSIBUJICS TIPO3PAYHbIA KYIOJ, OTpe3as MmyTh KpoBococymM. Hacekombie oOre-
MIWJTK €r0 MOMEHTAJILHO, BCAYECKH CTapasiCh IPOHUKHYTh BHYTPb, HO 3aIIIUTa ObLIa TIOCTaBJIeHA Ujle-
aJIbHO. 3eJIEHBIN CBET, COMTPOBOXKIABIIMI HAC, TIOrac, TPOMa UCYe3J1a, U Mbl IIOTPY3UIUCh BO ThMY.

— Huuero He Oo¥icsi, — IPOIIENTa JIeIIHiA, OTITYCKasi MOIO PYKY.

OH 3a4eM-TO BCTaJI Ha KOJICHH, JIMLIOM K TEMHOMY JieCy, TIOJHSUT PyKH U MIPUHSIICS LIeNTaTh:

— [TpusbiBato TeOst MaTh-3eMJIsI MO, TIPOIILY, OTK POU MPOXO[ K OTIy MOEMY BOTHOMY, pa3peliu
MIPEe/ICTaTh Mepesi HUM, YTOOBI CYKEeHYIO CBOIO TOKa3ath. [la Oyznet Bosisi TBOsI O1arocKJIOHHA K HaM. . .

Bpana npomomkait 4To-To IIeTNTaTh, a 51, CTOsI 32 €r0 CIIMHOM, HEPBHO 3aJIaMbIBajla PyKU U O3U-
painach 1o cropoHaMm. CTpax BCE CHIIbHEE 3aroi3al B MOE Ceplie, CKUMAasi ero 1 3acTaBiisis B3Apa-
TUBaTh MpU KakaoM mopoxe. [Touemy-To ceifuac MHE Ka3ajioch, UTO KYIOJ, 3alUIIAIONIMNA HAC OT
KOMapoB, HE CMOKET CTaTh MPEMATCTBUEM Il XUIIIHUKOB, BOAMBIIUXCS B 9TOM JIECy.

B 3TOT MOMEHT NpsiMO HaJl HAMH Pa3Jajics TPOM, a MOTOM B 3eMJII0 yAapuia BepTUKAIbHAS
MOJHUS, pa3pe3asi MATEpHIo BO3IyXa U OTKPbIBast TPOXO]] B HEU3BECTHOCTb.

— Marp ycnplmana npussiB, — mponsHéc bpaHa, BcTaBasi ¢ KOJIEH ¥ HEOKHMIJAHHO MOAXBATUB
MEeHsI Ha PyKH, IIarHyJ B BO3AYIIHBIA Pa3ioM...

Sl He ycriena MOPrHYTh, Kak Mbl OKa3aJch Ha Oepery jasypHoro o3epa. Co BceX CTOPOH ero
OKPYKaJI! BBICOKHE CKaJIbl, MOKPHIThIE HU3KOPOCIBIMUA XBOMHBIMU JAEPEBIAMH, CIOBHO BOMHCTBEH-
Hble €XXUKH, OXPaHSBIIKE CBOM oM. 371eCh IIapuJia epBO3/IaHHAs PUPOJIA, HETPOHYTAs HU Marue,
HU YeJIOBEKOM. 3allUINAIONIIIA KYTIOJI UCUe3 BMeCTe C KOMapamH, | 1, CIIeJIaB TITyOOKHI B/IOX, TIOUYB-
CTBOBaJIa, HACKOJIBKO 3/1€Ch KPUCTATBHO YUCTHIA BO3IYX.

He6o0 kazanoch GapxaTHbIM, a 3BE3/IbI HA HEM, CJIOBHO PacChIlIaHHble OPUJUTHAHTHL. f, 3a1paB
TOJIOBY, 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha MJICUHBIA MyTh, BCTIOMUHAS! CBOE JETCTBO B AeTaome. MIMeHHO
Tam, yoeras oT Bcex mpoosiem, s 3abrpaiach Ha KPBIITY ¥ BCIO HOUb CJIe/IrIa 3a HeOOM, YTOOBI YBUJIETh
MaJaloIIyIo 3Be3/ly U 3araJiaTh jKeJIaHue.

Bpanz, HakoHell, OCTAaHOBHJICSI, TOCTABIJI MEHS Ha 3€MJTIO, a MOTOM OJIMH HAIlPaBWJICS K BOJIE.
BcraB Ha OHO KOJIGHO M OIYCTHB PYKH B BOJY, HauaJl TOBOPHTH:

— [pusbiBato TeOs1, oTer] MoM, BIajpIKa BeeX Boja Ha 3emuie! CTaHb CBUIETEIEM MOETO o032
C TIPeKpacHOM JeBOM, U Jail HaM CBOE OJarocioBeHue, ecliv Ha To OyaeT TBos Boys. CKperu Haril
COI03 BEUHBIMH y3aMH, YTOObI HUKTO HE CMOT pa3pyluTh ux! $1, CbIH TBOW, UICTUHHBIM, KEJIalo B3STh
B K€HbI JIEBYILIKY-YapOAEUKY HEM3BECTHOTO PO/a, HO C UUCTOM AYILION M HEXKHBIM XapaKTEPOM.

Xotena ObUI0 BOBMYTHUTHLCS MOCIEIHIMHU CJIOBaMU JIEIIEro, HO MepeayMalia, Kakas pa3HHIa,
YTO OH TOBOPHT, 3TO ke BCE He Mo-HacTosmeMy. O3epo MOKPhLIOCh PSIObI0 M HAYaJI0 BOTHOBATHCS,
CJIOBHO B HEro KMHYJIM KaMeHb. MeJTkre BOJIHBI pacXOWJIMCh KpyraMu OT IIeHTpa, Haberasi Ha Oeper.
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[ouyBcTBOBaNA, KaK MO HOraMU 3aBUOpHpOBaIa 3eMJisi, OYITO KMBOE CYIIECTBO MPOCHYJIOCH MO
3eMJIEN.

Bpann BcTtan ¢ KoneHa U BepHYJICSl KO MHE, Kak OKa3ajioch, oueHb BoBpeMs. Ha noBepxHocTu
BOJIBI TIOSIBUJIMCH CTPAHHBIE CYITIECTBA C BHITyYSeHHBIMU PHIObUMU Ti1a3aMu. OHM yCTaBUIIMCh HA HAC
HE Mopras, CJIOBHO CKaHUPYs. YBUJEB UX, IPUIILIA B yXKac M MONATHIACH, B TOJIOBE MPOMENIbKHYJIA
MBICJTb HEMEJIIEHHO OeKaTh CJIOMsI TOJIOBY B HEM3BECTHOM HaIlPaBJICHUU.

— Jlaxe He B3MyMaii, — mpotiean Bpana ckBo3b 3yObl, CXBATUB U JI0 OOJIM CKaB MOE TTperuie-
Ybe.

— AU-SIiA-51iA. . . TIycTH, OOJBHO ke ! — ImpoImesna 3JI00HO B OTBET, MBITASICh BBIIEPHYTh PYKY.

ITO MeHs OTPE3BWJIO, M TAHUYECKUI CTPaxX OTCTYMWJI. XBaTKY JIEIIUI HEMHOTO OCJIa0uiI, HO
BCE K€ HE PUCKHYJI OTILYyCTHUTb.

O3epo Bcé cuiibHEE BOJHOBAJIOCh, & B CAMOM LIEHTPE BAPYT CTall HalyBaTbCsl OTPOMHBIN BO3-
JTYUIHBIN y3bIpb. OH BCE YBEIMUMBAJICS U YBEIUUUBAJICS, TTOKA HE JIOMHYJI C TPOMKHUM 9XOM, BBIITYC-
Kast (hoHTaH BoAbl BBepX. KpyroBas BosiHa, 00pa3oBaBIIasics MOCIe B3PbIBa, CTajla PACXOAUTHCS 110
o3epy. U yem Ommke oHa MpHOIMKaIach K HaM, TeM BBIIIIE CTAHOBHJIACK.

Habmonana 3a 3TuM sIBJIeHHEM OTKPBIB POT, 3a0BIB IIPO OMACHOCTb, TPOCTO HUKOT/IA HE BU/IENA,
4yTOoOBI Ha O3epe ObUTH Takue BoMHBL. Korma BomHa modtu gocturia Oepera, s, HAKOHEIl, OCO3Hasa
BCIO ONACHOCTb.

— Oi1, MaMOYKH! — MUCKHYJIA, MAIIMHAJILHO MPSYach 3a CIIMHOM JICIEro.

B nocnenauii MomeHT Bpanp ycrien noctaButh Kymnos, MHa4e Hac Obl IIPOCTO OKATHJIO BOJOM
u cMbUIO ¢ Oepera. BoiHa cxJbIHY/MA, U Ha 30JIOTHCTOM TECKEe TMOSIBIIKCH TMEPBbIE TOCTbU. DTO
ObLIM CTPAIIIHBIE CYIIECTBA, C CHHIOLITHOTO I[BETa KOXXel, OTAAIEHHO HATOMHHAIOIIUE TEJIOCIOXEHUEM
yesioBeka. CKpIOUYEHHBIE TeJla, YIJIOBAThle M HACTOJIBKO TOIIHME, YTO MOXKHO OBUIO NIEPECUUTATh BCE
KOCTOYKH Ha uX TeJie. JIIMHHbIe pYKH, TOX0KUE Ha BHICOXIITNE BETBU C JJTMHHBIMU Y3JIOBATBIMU TAJTh-
L[aMH, CBUCAJIA O CaMOW 3€MJIH.

WX nuiia coBepiieHHO He MIMENU CXOZICTBA C YEJIOBEUECKHM OOIMKOM, CKOpel 9To ObLIi aMmpu-
Ouu, BeIBe/ICHHbIE KAKUM-TO Oe3yMHBIM yU€HBIM. JIbicasi ToioBa AUIeBUIHON (DOPMBI, OCTphIE pac-
TOIIBIPEHHBIE YIITH, TIOXOXKEe Ha Ka0pbl, ¥ BHITyYSHHbIE PHIObY IJ1a3a.

— Kro 310 Takume? — BBIIOXHYJIA IMIENOTOM, IPUXOAs B yxkac. UyBcTBoBana ceOsl repouHei
dunpMa yxkaca, KOTOpOU CyXAEHO CTaTh 00€IOM MOHCTPOB.

— JIpayrpsl, cTpaxu BOM, — TAKKe TUXO OTBETHJI JICTIIUH.

JKviBble MepTBelbl, BBIHISI M3 BOJBI, OKPYKMJIA HAC ¥ 3ACTABIJIM OTCTYITUTH €IIE Ha Mapy IaroB
ot 6epera. OHU CTaJIM PUHIOXUBATHLCS, HE XYKe UIIIeeK KOPOJIeBbl, U BpaH/| CHST 3alIUTHBIN KYTIOJI,
MO3BOJISAS UM 3TO. B HOC TYT ke ymapwia OTBpaTHTENIbHBINA 3araX MEPTBEUHMHBI, U s MAIIMHAIBHO
3aajla HOC NaJIbLIaMHu.

— Yro oHM AenaoT? — MpOrHycaBmia s, BCE TUIOTHee MpUKUMasich K bpanny, yxke rotoa Obia
3alpBITHYTh K HEMY Ha PYKHU.

— Myt noaTeepik/ieHNEe MOUM CJI0BaM, — MOSICHWI OH, OCTaBasiCh COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOIHBIM, —
y HUX IUIOXO€ 3pEHUE, HO OYEHb XOpOoILIMil HIoX. OHM 1O 3araxy MOTYT pa3jM4MTh Mara, 4yesloBeKa,
OpKa M OCTaJIbHBIX MPE/ICTaBUTENEH, III0OC BHYTPEHHUM B30POM BUIAT AYIIY, €CJIM OHA €CTb.

— A OBIBaeT TakK, 4To €€ HeT? — UCKPEHHE YAMBUJIACH TAKOMY BBICKA3bIBAHUIO.

— KoneuHo, B HallieM Mupe TakUX MHOTO, MPOJAJIM TyIIly YEPHBIM Maram 3a Oyara Matepraib-
HBIe, — OTBeTHJI BpaH/1, ycMeXHyBIIMCh KpuBO. Ero paBHOAyIIME ObLJIO HAMTPAHHO, S YyBCTBOBAJIA,
HACKOJIbKO OOJIE3HEHHO OT3bIBAETCSI B HEM 3Ta IPYCTHASI UCTOPUSL.

— U kak ke oHM KUBYT, 6€3 AyIIu? — MoMoOO0BITCTBOBAJIA THXO.

— Tak u kuBYT, IENAOT TO, YTO M BEJIUT KOPOJIEBA, HE UCTIHITHIBASI YYBCTB 1 SMOIIUIA, — OTBE-
! bpana.

— V100HEHBKO, — XMBIKHYJIA HPOHUYHO. — 3HAYUT, JTIOIU CTAHOBATCSA OECUYBCTBEHHBIMU?
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— Jla, a eIié KeCTOKMMU, arpeCCUBHBIMU Y HATJIBIMU, — JOTIOTHUJI JICHITHI ¥ TIPUJIOKUI TaJIel]
K ry0am, mpejyiarasi ToMoj4aTh HEMHOTO.

CHoBa mepeBesna B3IV Ha JIpayrpoB, KOTOPbIE, HAKOHEII-TO, OTOLIUTM OT HAaC M PacCesluch Ha
Oepery. HenpusTHbII 3amax cTaj MeHbINE, U sI CMOIVIa OTHYCTHTh HOC. O3epo BHOBB 3a0ypiuiio,
TOTOBSICh BBIITYCTHUTH CJIE/IYIONINX FOCTEH.

Ha s1OT pa3 u3 BOApl MOSIBWINMCH CYIIECTBA, OYEHb MOXOAMBIIME Ha nereil. HeOosmbimoro
POCTOYKa, XYJCHbKHUE, YIJIOBAThIE, YEM-TO HAIOMUHAIOIINE MOAPOCTKOB. OCTphle YIIIKK TOPUYAU B
CTOPOHBI, 3 Ky4epsIBOH IIEBETIOPhl 3€JIEHOTO 1IBETa. BHITSHYTBIE TPEyroJbHbIE JIMIA, Ha KOTOPBIX
pacronaraiauch OoJbIIe YEPHBIE I71a3a — B HUX OTpaxkasach cama Oe3nHa. Bmecto Hoca Be y3Kue
IBIPOYKH U TOHKHIA 0e3ryOblif pOT ¢ OCTPIMU MEJIKMMU 3yOKaMu. BeImon3ast Ha yeTBepeHbKax, OHU
IIHATIENTA ¥ CKAJIWJTUCh Ha HAC, CJIOBHO COOAKM Ha JIOOBITY.

— A 310 KTO? — BCE k€ OTBAXUJIACh CIIPOCHUTH, UCIIBITBIBASI CTPAX BIEPEMEXKKY C JIIOOOMbIT-
CTBOM.

— Kukumopsl, — nmoxas 1ieyamMu, OTBETHJI JIEHIHIA, — OOBIYHO XHMBYT Ha OOJIOTaX.

Sl mepen€pHyna riedamMu OT HEMPUSITHOTO OTTAJKUBAIONIETO YyBCTBA, MOIKATUBIIIETO K TOPITY.
B Hammx ckaskax 3THX CyLIECTB ONMMCHIBTN COBCEM IO-APYroMY, U MHE OHM Ka3aJIUCh TOPa3/io CUM-
naruyHer. Tereps MOHATHO, MOYEMy KOPOJIeBa Ha3bIBAJIA UX «TYIOTOJIOBBIMHU KypHIIAMU», CKOpPE
BCEro YMOM OHH M TpaBja He OJIMCTau.

KuknMopbI He cTaiti BRIXOOUTH Ha Oeper, a pacrosoKIINCh B KAMBIIIAX, TP STOM MTPUCTAIBHO
Ha0o1as 32 HAMH, CBOMMU YE€PHBIMH O€3I0OHHBIMU TJIa3KaMU.

— A Tenepb camoe MHTEepECHOe. .. — IPOrOBOPHUJI bpaH/1, pacribBasich B yJIbIOKE U 3aCTaBIISAS
MeHsI BCTaTh Niepe]] HUM.

W3 rnyOun 03epa MeIeHHO MOSIBUIIMCH TOJIOBBI IIPEKPACHBIX JIEBYILIEK U BHOBb MCYE3JIH, A B
CJEYIOIIUI MOMEHT, OHU HAauaJTi BHITIPHITMBATH M3 BObI, COBEPIIIasi KPACHBbIE MTUPYITHI B BO3YXE U
CHOBa yXO7isl TIOf] BOLY, Kak MpogheCCHOHAbHbIe CIIOPTCMEHKM CUHXPOHHOTO TutaBanusl. Ham moka-
3bIBAJIM 1IEJI0€ IOy, U 5 Jake Ha KaKOH-TO MOMEHT 3a0blia, IJie HaX0XYCh, HACTOJIBKO YBJIEKJIACh
TPIOKOBOM YacThIO.

It0 ObUIM pYCaJIKH, 5 y3HaNa ux cpady. Kpacusble, ¢ OOHAKEHHBIMU TEJIAMHU U TIEPIaMyTpo-
BBIMHM XBOCTaMHU BMECTO HOT. [[IMHHbIE BOJIOCH JEBYIIEK MMEIN Pa3Hble OTTEHKH 3€JIeHU, OTTEHSIS
6e3yIpeynyo Oe1yio KoKy, MepLAIIyIo B TeMHOTe. ['0JIOBY yKpaliayii BEHKU U3 OOJOTHBIX [[BETOB.
KykomnbHble TMYMKH, TaK e KaK Y HUM(BbI, IMeJIU OOJIbIIE BhIPAa3UTEIbHBIE 17132, MAICHBKUH Kyp-
HOCBII HOCHK U ITyXJIble TYOKU OaHTHKOM.

CoOpaBIIuch B XOPOBOJ, PYCAJIKH MPUHSLIHCH ITETh NMECHU HEXXHEUIITMMU T0JIOCAaMH, 3aBOPAKH-
Basi IMH BceX BOKpPYT. TArydas Menoausi morpyxaia B MUp WLUTIO3UH, 0Oellast Haclak/IeHUe U 1eBU-
YpI0 1000Bb. HabmoaTh 32 HUMU B MOJIHOM BOCTOpTe, 3a0bIB IIPO CTPAIITHBIX APAYTPOB U HENPUSIT-
HBIX KUKMMOpP. CHHXPOHHOE IJIaBaHKe ObUIO Y PYCAJIOK B KPOBU, TIOSTOMY BCE MX JIBUKEHUsT ObLIH
IPalMO3HBIMH M HUKOTO HE MOTJI OCTABUTH PABHOMYIITHBIMHU.

3aKOHUMB CBOU TaHell, PyCaJKd MOIUIBLIA K Oepery, 03epo OXBAaTWIJIO 3eJIEHOE CBEUueHHE,
CJIOBHO TIOJ1 BOJIOW BKJIIOUMJIUCH THICSTYM CBETJISIYKOB, a TIOTOM Ha Oeper CTasli BBIXOAUTH PYCAJKH,
TOJIKO BMECTO XBOCTOB Y HUX ObLTU JJTMHHBIE, CTPOIHBIE HOTU. 13 of1e:k 1bl Ha HUX OBUIN JIUIIIL MUHU-
1000YKH U3 BOJAOPOCIEH, a UIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI IPUKPBHIBAIN I'Pyab. ToOu€HbIE (PUTYpPHI AEBYIIEK BbI3bI-
BaJIM BOCXUINIEHUE U 3aBHCTb, MHE IPU BCEM KEJIAHMM TaKOW HE MMETb, JaKe €CJIU AHSIMHU HAPOJIET
CIIOPTOM 3aHMMAThCSI OyIy.

— 3npascrByii, bpann! — ckasana nepBasi AeByllKa, BbleAmas u3 Boasl. — Heyxenu Tol neit-
CTBUTEJILHO BHIOpas cede CykeHHYI0? YBepeH, UTo cesal MPaBIbHbINA BHIOOpP?

Ha rosnoBe 1eByIIKM KpacoBaJICsl BEHOK M3 OJIbIX JIWJINK, a Ha 11Iee 0XKepebe U3 Oesoro KeM-
qyra.

— $1 Bcerna yBepeH B cBOEM BbIOOpe, JInity, — yJIBIOHYBIIMCh MPOHUYHO, OTBETHJI JICITHNA. —
Hapetock, ThI cripammBaeiis He 13-3a peBHOCTU?
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Pycanka cMopimia KpacuBbiii KypHOCHIA HOCHK, CJIOBHO JIMMOH TIOITPOOOBaIa.

— [Ipocroe moGoMLITCTBO, He GoJlee TOro, — OTBETUJIA OHA, KeMaHHO TMOBe/s IJIeYOM, ITOTOM
OLICHHMBAIOIIE TIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHs U (DBIPKHYB, cripocuiia: — M yeM ke 3Ta yapojiefika OKoJIIoBaia
Te0s1? B Hell CuItbI-TO Ha oI, 1a ¥ BHEITHE MPOCTYIIKA.

— — NimenHo 1M u 3anenia! — mpocto orBeTws1 Bpan, yiapidasch BO BECh pOT U OOHUMAs
MeHS 32 TUICYH.

— AX, oOmaHIMK ! — oxypwuia ero Jluny, JiykaBo yibioasack. — Yapopeiika He MOXeT Oe3 Maruw,
OHa IIPUMEHSET €€ BO BCEM, U B MOCTEH TOke. BO3MOXKHO, Thl HACTOJIBKO YBJIEUEH JEBYILKOM, UYTO
MIPOCTO He 3amMevaellh eé KOBapCTBa.

— Ommbaenibces, Jluny, — napupoBast Bpanj, cTaHOBSICh CEpPbE3HBIM, B €r0 TOJI0Ce MOCTBIIIA-
JICh CTAJIbHBIE HOTKU. — JTa yapojeiika He UCTIONIb3yeT Maruio COBCEM, €CITU TOJIbKO HEOCO3HAHHO.

I crosima Moiya, peKpacHo MoHUMas, pycaika MbITaeTCcsl CIPOBOIMPOBaTh bpaHa, 3aCTaBUTh
€ro COMHEBaThCs BO MHE M B TOM, UTO BBIOOD, CI€TaHHBIN UM HeTlpaBWIbHBINA. He 3Hat0, 3a4eM eii 3To
ObLIIO HYXKHO, HO TIEpeTIaIKy Mesk/1y HUMH ITPepBajl OrpOMHBIN (DOHTaH, BHIPBABILHIACS U3 HEAP O3epa.

Bona 3a0ypnuia, BcrieHW1ach, Moluia BoHaMK. Bee BOKpyT 3aMepin, HaOmoiast, Kak U3 BOJIbI
TMOSIBJISIETCS TUIATO, a HA HEM 30JI0TOUM TPOH, €r0 OKPYKaJ KpacUBbie BOUHBI B JIETKUX OJECTSIIIUX
JoCTexax W ¢ MMKamMu B pykax. OHM CMOTpeJi Ha HaC XMYpPO, TOTOBBIE B JIIOOOH MOMEHT BCTaTh Ha
3alIUTy CBOETO Haps. ATIETHYECKOMY TeJIOCIOKEHHUIO STHX KPacaBIleB MOIJIM MO3aBUIOBATh Jake
CITOPTCMEHBI.

Ha tpone ropmo Boccenan My K4rHa C JJTMHHBIMU OSJIOCHEKHBIMH BOJIOCAMH U OCTPOU O0OpOjI-
KOW «3CIMaHbOJIKOM». Ha ero ronose KpacoBaJiCsi 30JI0TOM 000/ ¢ OOJBIIMM CHHAM KaMHEM B BH[E
KaruId.

B pykax oH aepai mocox, Ha KOHIIE KOTOPOro, TiepesiuBasiCh BCEMU 1IBETAMU Paayr, Kpa-
coBajach cepa, pa3MepoM C MsI4, B 30JI0TOM ompase. M3 onesxabl Ha HEM ObLIH JIMIIb HEOOJTbINAs
HaOe/IpeHHast TIOBSA3Ka, M3 MaTeprasia, OUYeHb HAIOMUHAIOIIETO PHIOBI0 YTy, TATUIO MOAYEPKUBAIT
peMeHb C KPYTJIoi MaCCUBHOM MIPSIKKOM C JIParorieHHBIMU KaMHSIMU, 2 Ha OOKY B HOJKHAX BUCET KJTHU-
HOK.

CoMHEHMI He 0CTaBaJIOCh, 3TO ObLT MOPCKOM I1aph, COOCTBEHHOM MepcoHoi. Kak oH okazascs
B 03epe, OCTaBaJIOCh JJIsI MEHsI 3arajIkoi, HO S pellnjia BeIICHUTD 3TO MOTOM U Oe3 CBUjIeTeNeH.

— ThI 3BaJT MeHS, CHIH? — MPOTOBOPUJI OH HU3KUM 0aCcOM, HATIOMHUBIIIUM PACKaThl TPOMA, ¥ 9XO
TYT K€ MOAXBATUJIO ¥ Pa3HECTIO €ro 10 BCEd OKPYTH.

— 3BaJ1, BIaJblKa MOW, XOUy TMOKa3aTh Tebe CYyKEeHYI0 U MPOCUTh O1arocjioBeHus! — OTBETHII
Bpanj1, cTaHOBSCh Ha OJJHO KOJIEHO U MPEKJIOHSIS TOJIOBY.

Bce, k0 OBUT Ha Gepery, MOCIE0BAIN €r0 IPUMEPY, U TOJIBKO 51 OCTAIACh CTOSITh, JIUIIIb OITy-
CTUB B3IJISI/I U OMacasich CMOTPETh Ha 1apsi. ByKBaJIbHO KOXel YyBCTBOBaJIa Ha ce0e MPHCTATbHbIN
B3[JIsL]] MECTHOTO Oora.

— 3HauuT, TH HaIIEN ceOe HEeBeCTy? — MPOUBHEC BIIAJIBIKA, Yepe3 HeKOTopoe Bpems. — Mos
CBMTa T'OBOPHUT, €€ Jlyllla HE TPOHYTAa YEPHBIMU Maramu, HO 51 HE YyBCTBYIO B HEll IIPUBSA3AHHOCTb K
3TOMYy MUpY?

[Ilexy BCOBIXHY/IM PYyMSIHLIEM CMYILEHHS, CJIOBHO MEHS MOMMaJIM 32 HENIPUCTOMHBIM MOBEE-
HueM. BpaH MOMHSAJICS U B3sUT MEHS 3a PyKY, HaBepHOE, JKeJlasl MOIePKaTh.

—Tak 1 ecTb, — OTBETHJI OH YBEPEHHBIM TOHOM, — OHA IPHIILIA U3 APYroro Mupa, Mo (paMusIbsip
HaIIEN e€.

BJIaI[I)IKa XMBIKHYJI, XUTPO MMPUINYPUB OJHWH IJIa3s.

— TBoii KOT nponomkaeT Xyauranuth? Pa3ee 1o 3akoHy, Thl He TOMKEH ObUT caTh €€ KoposieBe?
— 3aMETWJT OH, TJISI/ISI HA MEHSI C UHTEPECOM.

— 41 He cimyKy KopojeBe, a 3HAYWT, M 3aKOH CcOOMONaTh He 00s3aH, — mapupoBan bpawnp,
JOBOJILHO PE3KO.
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— XO0po1I0-X0po1I0, He 3aBOJMCh, — PACCMESIBIINCDH, OTBETUII BiIabIKa. — M yem oHa Te0s 3arie-
rmuia? Tonbko He BpH, Kak c/ienaj 9TO paHee.

— CBoeil HEOOBIYHOCTBIO, CBOEBOJIMEM M JKEJIaHUEM OBbITh CBOOOIHOM, — Mpu3HaJicsi Bpana He
3ayMbIBasiCh. §I MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero YAMBJIEHHO, HEe OKU/1ajla TAKOTO OTBETa OT HEro, HO B TIIyOUHe
Aym 00pafgoBaach, YTo OH JIEHCTBUTEIHHO 3aMETHJI BO MHE 3TH Ka4ecTBa.

— Marwus e€ ouensb cnaba, U s IOKa He MOTY ONPeeNTh, HACKOJIBKO BeJIMKa e€ CHJIa, — 3aIyM-
YMBO IIPOrOBOPWII BJIaIbIKA, CBEPJISI MEHS B3IVISI0OM CUHMX IJIa3.

— D70 171 MeHs HeBaXKHO, — OTBeTIII Bpan, oOHuMas MeHs 3a Tuieud, — Jlesib Most u30paHHas.

BpoBu naps nonomnsnm BBepx, Tak ke Kak Uy OCTAIBHBIX €0 MOJJaHHbIX. Jlaxe s moKocuiiach
Ha HEro C Onackoi. DTO OH TaK IIYTUT WM HA MOJHOM cepbese? [lo ity sierero HeBO3MOKHO
OBbLJIO TIOHSATH, BPET OH WJIM TOBOPUT MpaBy. [la, MacTepcTBo akTépa OH OCBOWJI B COBEPIIICHCTBE,
HaBepHoe, Oarogapsi KOpoJieBe.

— Hy dro ke, pa3 ata nepuiia tede 1o ayiie, 6yab Mo-TBOEMY, — COIJIACHO KMBHYJI BJIA/IbIKA U
n00aBWJI, MPOHMYHO XMBIKHYB: — OOpaTHOro myTH He Oyner, Thl ke 3Haerb? CBsa3b o0pasyercs: Ha
BCIO KM3Hb, a Y BaC OHA JIJTMHHAS.

— 41 3Hat0, — KOpoTKO OoTBeTHJ1 BpaHn u, OpocHB Ha MeHs B3MJIsA[, TBEPHO 3asBUI, — MBI
COIIaCHBI.

—MuHyTOUKY! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 51, OTCTPaHSsACh OT bpanja. — UTo 3Ha4UT, KU3Hb Y HAC JUTMHHAS,
a MOXHO TIOTIOIpOOHEN ?

MyX4YrHBI NIEPENISIHY/INCH, JIEINI MOJTJaJl, JaBasi paBo OTBETUTH BIIA/IBIKE.

— Hy nemmii MOXeT )UTh BEKOB IIECThb, & TO U MOOOJIee, — MPOrOBOPHJI OH, — & BOT Yapoaen
KUBYT BeKa TPU-UYETBIPE.

— A-¢u-re-1b! — nporoBopuiia U3yMJIEHHO. — Jltoaqu cronbko He *uBYT! BOT 310 4 ymauHo
nornasal

Bnagpika paccMmesisics OT oylid, HOTOM BCKUHYJI IOCOX BBEPX M I'POMOITIACHO IIPOU3HEC!

— 41, Bmagpika Bcex BOJ, MPU3bIBAIO B CBUETEIIM CaMy MaTh-3eMJIIO U Bce CTUXUU Ha cya Ooxe-
crBeHHbIN! Mol Ha3BaHHBIN ChIH BpaHn O6epeT B jKeHbI MpeKpacHylo neBy Aruzens. a Oyner ux
COI03 TIPOYHBIM M JOJITOBEYHBIM. [la mpedyaeT ¢ HuMH OJ1arocioBeHre Hallle ¥ Marusi CTUXUNHAs.
CI0BOM CBOMM 3TOT COI03 CKPEIUISIIO, TIepe]] CBUAETEAMU 3aBepsiio, aypy BIIOOIEHHBIX 00bEAUHSIO!
Ja Oyner Tak! — OH CTYKHYJI ITOCOXOM IO BOJie, cpepa BCIBIXHYNIA SIPKUM CBETOM, OCJIETUIss HAC U
oOnaBasi BOJTHOM Teruia. — HUKTO He CMOXeT pa3pyLIUTh STOT COI03 HU 3/IbIM CIIOBOM, HU Marueu, Hi
HamepeHreM. CbhlH MO¥, MOXeIllb CKPENUTh Balll COI03 UCTUHHBIM MOLETyeM,— 3aKOHYMWJI OH, IV
Ha HaC BHUMATEJIBbHO, CJIOBHO OXMJaJl, UTO B MOC/IEIHUI MOMEHT JIEILIUI OTKaXETCs.

IToka s omapaliieHHO cMOTpeJia Ha BJIAJIBIKY U €0 OKpYyXeHHe, KOTOpoe celvac MUIIAIo, BU3-
’KaJIo ¥ XPIOKAJIO OT pajgocT, bpana, He Tepsist BpeMeHH, TIOBEpHY/I MeHs K ce0e ¥ IPUTSIHYB OnKe,
BITWJICS TIOIeTTyeM B Mou T'yObl. OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH OTKPBUIA POT, YTOOBI BOZMYTHTHCSI, TIO3BOJIMB
9TOMY Harjely yriyouTb TOLETyi, a Jajibllie MbICIU CMEIIAJIHCh, U BCE MOIJIBLIO MEpe/] IMa3aMH. . .

OT10 OBLI CaMblil CTPACTHBIN, HEOOY3aHHBIN U CHOICIIIMOATENILHBIN TIONETYH B MOCH KU3HU.
SMOIMH CIOBHO B30PBAJIMICh BHYTPU MEHSI, a CEpALIE CTY4alIO C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, YTO TOTOBO OBLIO
BBICKOUYMTH U3 rpyau. Horu npenaresibCku MogKOCHINCh, 3acTaBiisisi bpaHaa mioTHee puxarbh MeHs
K cebe. B rpyau pacuBén marmueckuil ap, CIOBHO 9K30THYecKMil 1BeToK. [lo BeHam mpolOexana
ropsiuasi BOJIHa SHEPIUM, 3aCTaBJisisl TEJIO MepLaTh 3eJIeHOBaThiM cBedeHueM. CKBO3b TyMaH YCJIbl-
1aJia BOCXUIIEHHOE 1enTaHue jeByiek: «OHa 1enutesb! Bol BuIuTe €€ u3yMpyaHyio aypy, TOUHO
uenuress! TlepBast cBetiast yaponeiika B 3ToM Mupe!».

CKBO3b 3aKpbIThIE BEKM UyBCTBOBaJIa SIPKUI CBET, UIYIIUKA OT MEHS U XKap, UCXOASIIMN OT
My)x4uHbI. OIilyIana BceM TeJIOM MOIIHYIO0 OTHEHHYI0 SHepriio bpaHnaa, kotopas o0Mu3bBaia MEHS
CBOMIMU SI3bIKaMU, CJIOBHO TIPOOYsI Ha BKYC.

«3HAuUT, 3TO €ro PoJHast Marusi 1 OH MeHsi OOMaHyJI, HO 3a4eM?» — MPOMEJIbKHYJIA MBIC/Ib B
TOJIOBE, U 51 COOpaIach OTTOJKHYTh MYKUMHY.
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OH ynoBUJI MOE HaNpsDKEHUE U TIPUHSIICS 11eI0BaTh C HOBOW CTpacThio. Haimm aypsl coequHu-
JIUCh, BILJIETAsICh APYT B APYTa U CO3/aBasi HEUTO SHEPreTHYECKOro KOKOHA BOKPYT Hac. 1 OyKBaJIbHO
KaXJJ0M KJIETOYKOH TeJa OIIyIaja OroHb, OETYIIMI MO BeHaM, YCTPeMJISISICh Ty/a, e MyTJIUBO Mpsi-
Tajach Mosi Marusi. OHa He *keJlajla BBIXOIUTh, TTOKA3bIBAThCSI BCEM, CIIOBHO OOSICh OCYKJICHUS WU
HETOHUMaHMs. §] YyBCTBOBasIa, Kak MOW BHYTPEHHUI COCY[] MIEPETIOHSIET SHEPIUsl ABYX Maruu, emg
YyTb-4yTh U OH IPOCTO JIOITHET, pA30PBAB MEHSI Ha THICSIIY MaJICHbKUX [leb.

COBHO MPOYMTAB MOM MBICIU WJIM YJIOBHB HOTKH CTpaxa, bpaHy oTcTpaHusIcs MepBbIM, U s
MeJJIEHHO OTKpbUIA I71a3a, BCE el mpuxoasi B ces1. Harm B3I bl BCTPETUIINCD, CTPACTh, MbUIAIO-
I11ast B 3payKax MYXXYHMHBI, OTPe3BUIIa MOMeHTaIIbHO. Celiuac s1 4€TKO 0CO3HANA, Ha MEHSI CMOTpeT He
Jlemmi 1 axe He bpan, rae-To B IyOrHe ero CO3HaHUS MeHsI M3ydJal JpakoH. Ha MrHoBeHusi moka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO 51 BUXKY €r0 OCKJICHHYIO MOPAy. DTO MOAEHCTBOBANIO, KaK XOJOTHBIN JYIII, s OTTOJIKHYJIA
Bpanpa, paspyiiast BOBHUKIIIYIO OTM30CTh MEKLy HAMHU.

— OOpsi cBepIIMIICs, Ballla aypa Terepb eAnHa! — IPOBO3IIIACKIT BIaAbIKa, CTYKHYB MTOCOXOM.

Bokpyr Hauayim xjonark, KpU4arh, pblyaTh M Jake IUIaKaTh, HO s He oOpaliana BHUMAaHUS
Ha Kako(hOHHUIO 3BYKOB. BMeCTo 3TOro HacTopokeHHO cMoTpesnia Ha Bpanja, mbiTasich YTHXOMUPUTD
OerieHo Oblomieecst cepatle. bpana Toxe TPAXHYI TOJOBOM, cOpackiBast HaBakaeHWe. Ha ero nie
TMOSIBUJIOCH U3yMJIEHHE, OYITO OH caM M He BEpUJI B ITPOU3OIIIEIIIIEE.

— Hy Hano xe, kakas cTpactb, KTo Obl MOT IOIYMaTh! — yCIIbIIIaa eXUaHbIN TOJ0CcoK JIny.

— Ma, cam He OXHJaJl, YTO MHE TaK MOBE3ET, — MPOrOBOPHII OH XPHUILIBIM TOJIOCOM, TSI HA
MeHsI TTOI03PUTENIBHO Ty PSICh.

— A MHe 1oxojy He O4YeHb MOBe3/10, — OypKHy/a cede 1moJ HOC, CMyIIEHHO OTBe/Isl B3I B
CTOPOHY 03epa, KOTOpoe ceiiyac ObLJIO CIIOKOIHO.

UyBcTBOoBasa cebsi MpecTyIHUIIEH, IpeaaBiineid coOCTBeHHbIe MPUHIUILL. C MepBbIM BCTped-
HBIM HE LIeJIyI0Ch, CONMMKEHUE TOJIBKO TIOC/e MATH CBUIAHWH, HY M BCE Takoe. A TYT MOIUIBUIA OT
TIOIETTys €1Ba 3HAKOMOT'O JIEIIEro WM BCE-TaKM ApakoHa? A Bellb 9TO BCETO JIMIIb Opak 1Mo pacuery,
M KaK TOJILKO s U30aBJII0 €ro OT JOMOTaTeIbCTB KOPOJIEBBI, BCE 3aKOHUYMTCS. Henb3s 3a0biBaTh 00
9TOM, MHAUe MOTOM OyJeT O4eHb OOJIBHO. . .

— Kaxercs, TBOsI sxeHa TeOe He paja, — XUXMKHYB, MPOHUYHO 3ameTiiia Jlny.

— Ona mpocto cmyieHa, — napuposai bpann, 6epss MeHs TOI JIOKOTb M 3aCTaBiisisl BCTaTh
psioM. — 51 1 Most jxeHa OnmarogapuM TeOsi, BIAIbIKA, 32 OKa3aHHYIO YeCTh, — KPUKHYJI OH U TIOKJIO-
HWJICS, 3aCTaBJIsIsl U MEHS COTHYTBCS MIOTOJAM.

— Hy nosnHo, cbiH MO#, — OTBETHJI I0OPOAYIITHO MOPCKOM 1Iaph, MOAXO/s K HaM B COIPOBOX-
JEHUM CBOUX BOMHOB, — 51 paji, UTO Thl TENIEph HE OIMHOK. BMecTe oHO Bceraa Becesnee. A Tenepb
Mpe/yIaraio OTMETHUTH 3TO MPEKPACHOE COObITHE !

— He crout, HaM 10CTaTOYHO MPOCTOM LIEPEMOHUM, — MOMBITAIICS OTKa3aTbcsl Bpann, HO Bia-
AbIKa JIMIIb OTMAXHYJICS OT €ro CJIOB, & MOTOM CTYKHYJI IIOCOXOM O 3€MJII0 U TPOMKO BO3BECTHII
COOpaBIIMXCS:

— A Hy-Ka, CJTyT MO BEpHbBIE, HAKPBIBAITE CTOJIbI, 30BUTE MY3BbIKAHTOB U ;kuTeNel ieca. [Tyctsb
BCe 3HAIOT, YTO Hail bpanp sxeHuics!
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12 ri1aBa

Ha 6epery Tyt *ke noaHsuiach cyeta. KUKMMOpBI BbUIE3M HA Oeper U MPUHSUIUCH KOJIIOBATb.
[TpsiMO M3 HUOTKYyAA MOSBISUIMCH CTOJNBI, HAKPBITBIE Pa3HOOOpPa3HBIMU sicTBamMu. [payrpbl pa3ope-
JIMCh TIO JIECY, BUAUMO, 3a3bIBasi TOCTEH. Pycallku ¢ MOMOIIbI0 Marvy MpuoOpe HOTU |, Teriepb
BBII[I1 U3 BOABI, KPYKWUJIM B XOPOBOJIE, HAIIEBAsI CBOM TATYYHUE MECHU.

Bpann okunyn Geper 0Ope4EHHBIM B3IISIIOM.

— TopxectBa He U30ex)aTh, — B3IOXHYB, KOHCTATUPOBAJI OH.

— Tak naxe mydie, — Mpoulentania s, — O TAKOM IPA3JHUKE, KOPOJIEBa TOUHO Y3HAET.

— DTO-TO U Iyraer, — OTBETUJI OH, YCTAJIO MOTEPEB PYKOM IIEI0, — HAIMM Maru4eCKUM HUTSIM
HYKHO 3aKPEeIUTbCsl, BIUIECTUCH B ayPy KaKA0ro, YTOOBI CTaTh €UHBIM LEJIBIM JI0 KOHIIA.

— Kcrary, 0 HUTAX, — IPOroBOpUJIa MPOHUYHO U MIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MysKa MPUCTAJIbHO, — IOYEMY
ThI COBpaJl MHe O cBoell Maruu? Tenepsp 51 TOUHO 3HAI0, OTOHb TeOe MOJUMHSETCS.

OH cMYIIEHHO OTBEI B3MJISI, TOTOM MOKaJl IJIeYaMHu M HEXOTS OTBETHIL:

— Kbics XoTen yBuaeTh TBOM Aap, a JJ1sl 9TOro Teds1 Hy>KHO ObLJIO HanyraTh.

— Bort oHO uTO, CroBOpMIIMCH! — MPOTSIHYJA 51, YXMBUIBHYBIIIMCH COBCEM He1oOpo. — Hy Hudero,
S yMEIO KJ1aTh.

— Yero xparb? — He noHs1 bpang,.

— Yno6Horo cityyasi, 4ToObl BEpPHYTh JJOJIKOK, — OTBETHJIA 51 ¥ YJIBIOHYJIACh €My HauT PaHHO.

W3 neca nosiBUIACH CTpaHHbIEC YEJIOBEUKH, YITUTAHHbIC, KOPEHACThIE, C JUTMHHBIMEA OOpOJaMH,
3aIUIETEHHBIMU B KOCUYKH, 1 MOPUIMHUCTBIMU JIMLIAMH, CJIIOBHO MM IO CTO JieT. [Ipu 310M poctom
OHM OBUIM C MATUIETHEro peOEHKa. Kaxaplii 3 HUX Aepikall B pPyKax CTPaHHBI MHCTPYMEHT, YeM-
TO HAIIOMMHAIOLIMI T'YCIU. YCTPOMBILIMCH B HUIIIE MO KOPHSAMHU MOTYYEro AepeBa, OHU MPUHSIIUCH
HaUrpbIBaTh JIETKYIO NEPETUBUCTYIO MEJIOAHUIO.

Pycaiiku, ycbliaB My3bIKy, TYT e MOAXBATIIIM PUTM U 3MEUKOM TIOCTICIIMIIN K Ham, Oepst
B KOJIBIIO XopoBoAa. Ham ¢ BpaHaom Hanenu Ha rosioBbl BEHKH M3 SIPKHMX I[BETOB, a Ha IIEI0 OYChI
U3 pakyliek u kemuyra. K atomy MomeHTy Ha Oepery o3epa CTajM MOSIBJISATHCS JIECHBIC JKUTEITH.
Hpuajel, HUIM]BI, 0O0OPOTHH, TPYW/Ibl, BCE OHU BBITJISICIN CTPAHHO M HE MMEJIM HUYEro OOIIero C
BBIMBIITUIEHHBIMU TE€POsIMU KHUT. Y3HaBaJla X TOJIbKO Oarofgapsi HEKOTOPBIM SIPKUM MPU3HAKAM.

X0poBOJ IIJIABHO MEPETEK B UTPY, HAMOMMHAIOIIYIO HAlll «py4ye€K». Pycanku akTUBHO 3a3bl-
BaJIM TOCTEH, U Iake OX paHa MOPCKOTO 11apsi Oblla BOBJIEUEHA B BECEJIbE, OCTAaBUB CBOM KOIThsI BOTKHY-
ThIMU B 3eMuTi0. [IpaBuiia ObLTM TIPOCTHI, HY’)KHO OBUIO BBIOpaTh cede mapy, a MoToM JoOexaThb JI0
Hayajia XOpPOBOJHOI'O Pyciia, yBOPAYUBAACh OT IPOBOPHBIX PYK KUKMUMOP, KOTOPBIE BBITOIHSIN POJIb
JIOBIIOB.

Urpa okazanachk yBieKaTeaIbHON, Mbl MEHSUIUCh IAPTHEPAMHU, CMESICh U YBOPAUMBASACH OT LIET-
KHX pyK. Pycaiku okaszamich JOBOJIBHO OBICTPBIME U Ha cyiiie. Kaknas u3 HUX Kejaia MoMyYuTh B
napy bBpanna, v oHM Jake yMyapsuTuch MexAy coOoil moapatbesi. MHe B MapTHEPHI JOCTABAIUCH TO
BOWHBI, TO JIOXMaThle 0OOPOTHHU, TO HETIOBOPOTJIBbIC M MAXHYIIKE JIECHBIM MXOM JPYU/IBI.

Brnagpika BepHyJICS K CBOEMY TPOHY M BEJIMYECTBEHHO CJIEAWII OTTYAA 32 HAIIMMU UrpaMiu. S
BHUJIeJIa €r0 BHUMATEJbHBIN B3IV, YCTPEMIIEHHbIN Ha BpaHa, HO CTowo JierieMmy OpocUTh B €10 CTO-
POHY B3IJIsII, KaK Ha JIMIIE BJIaJbIKK MOSBIIsUIACh 0e33a00THAs YIbIOKA. Y MeHs 3aKpaJloch MOI03pe-
HUE, YTO MOPCKOM LIapb 3HAET, KTO HA CaMOM Jiesie bpan, HO moyemy Toraa u OH CKpbIBaeT MpaBy?
Hey:xenu OGoutcsi, 4TO Ha3BaHHBIN CBIH U €My He MTOBEpUT?

Ecnu nogymare J1oruyecku, T0 O4€Hb CTPAHHO, YTO bpaH[ Tak yNOpHO He kKeJaeT 3aMeyvaTh
CBOE€ CXOJCTBO C JpakoHOM. Ero riaza — 31o nepBblil IPU3HAK, €r0 BHEUTHOCTh U Xapu3Ma — BTOPOH,
JIeIlIEMY BCE 9TO HU K YEMY, M HAKOHELI, €r0 OTHEHHAsI Marus. 3/1€Ch 4YTO-TO HEYMCTO, MOKET KOpPOJIeBa
HE TOJIbKO HAJIOKMJIA Yaphbl HA €r0 MaMsITh, HO U MOCTaBUJIa KaKOU-TO OJI0K?
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— BbI Tak oyapoBaTesbHBI M TAK HEOOBIYHO KPACUBHI [JIS1 HAIIIETO MUPA, — BHIBET MEHS U3 Pa3-
OYMHI rOJIOC MOero mapTHEpaA. DTo ObLT OMH M3 BOMHOB Iapst. — MHe kaJib, urto Bpana Hamén Bac
TIEPBBIM.

Bpocurna Ha MyxunHY KOKeTTUBBIN B3rsiA. KpacuB, 3apaza! Ha MmrHoBeHue 51 1 cama rovyB-
CTBOBaJIa COXAJICHUE O HAIlIeW TIO3HEN BCTPEeUH.

— Brnaromapio! Kto oro3man — 10T He ycnesn, — MporoBopuiia UTPUBO U, YIBIOHYBIIKCH, 100a-
BUJIa, — HO €CJTU BIIPYT s pa3Belych ¢ BpaHaom, To y Bac MOSBUTCS IIAHC.

— K coxaniennio, 3To HecOBITOUHAS HA/IeK/1a, — HAUTPAHHO TPYCTHO OTBETHJT MOJIOJION YeJIOBeK,
— B HaIlleM MUpe KeHATCS pa3 ¥ HaBCer/a.

— Hy, kak ckazas BiaaplKka, XU3Hb JJIUHHAS, MAJIO JIM YTO MOXET TPOU3OUTH, — XUXUKHYB,
3aMeTHIa s, YeM OYCeHb YAMBUJIA TTapHs. BUIMMO, Takue paccyXaeHusI B 9TOM MUPE HECBONCTBEHHBI.
— IIpocrtute, HeynayHas MIyTKa.

3ameTnna, kak Bpan cOexan u3 urpbl, COCIABIIMCH HA TOCTEH, C KOTOPHIMU HYKHO TI03JJ0PO-
BaThCsl, MPU STOM MEHsI C COOOH OH He Mo3BaJl. [IpUIIoCch JOUTPHIBATh OHOM, YTOOBI HE OOMXKaTh
OCTAJIbHBIX YYACTHUKOB UTPHI.

Ha 6epery nosisunace [llusa B corpoBoxieHrn apyrux HuM. [lepBbIM eioM, 9To OHa cie-
Jaja, 3To OKJMKHY/IA Bpanyia v Mpu3bIBHO MoMaxajia eMy pyKor. MeHs HepUSITHO KOJIBHYJIO 3Ha-
KOMOE YyBCTBO PEBHOCTH, HAJIO K€, XBATUJIO eI HAIJIOCTU NIPUATH Ha HAITy CBaAbOY!

Bpann, 3ametuB HUMQY, YABIOHYIICS 1 HANPaBWICH K Hell. MHe 3aX0TesloCh OKPUKHYTh €ro U
MOTPO3UTH KYJIAKOM, HO 5 CAeprkalia TJIymblid mopeiB. He3aueM BceM 3HATh O HAIlleM «TPOHHUYKE,
pazbepych ¢ Helt motom, HaeauHe. Jlemmid, monouas k [luse, motieioBas e€ B MEKy U YTO-TO cKa3al
ynbIOasich. [leByIika KMBHY/IA M KOKETJIMBO YJIBIOHYJIACh, 4 TIOTOM, IIPUBCTAB Ha I[BITIOYKH, OOXBaTHIA
€ero 3a IIel0 ¥ MPUHSJIACH YTO-TO IIENTaTh Ha YIIKO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT s1 HEOKHMJAHHO OIIyTHJIA TOPSUYIO BOJTHY, UYIIYIO OT HOT K HU3Y KUBOTa. BO
MHE MTPOCHYJIOCH XKI'y4ee JKeIaHUe, HO OHO ObLIIO TOYHO HE MOE. ..

— Bot mMep3agerr! — npormmriesia TUX0, PUXOIsS B IPOCTb.

— 3Haenib e€? — cripocuia JInny MpOHUYHO, OKA3aBIIUCh PSAAOM CO MHOM.

41 6pocuiia Ha He€ 37101 B3IVIA, HO OTBETHUJIA YECTHO, HEIOBOJILHO MOPIIACH.

— VBHI, Oa.

Pycanka neMOHCTpaTMBHO B3OXHYJIA M HEOKUIAHHO 3asIBIIIA

— TeGe npuneTcst cMUPHUTBCS € 3TOM CBsA3bIO, [1Ba ero He oTmact.

s IepeBeJIa B3I ¢ TapodyKy Ha JIMy ¥ yAuBIEHHO BHITHY/Ia OPOBb.

— NnTepecHo, moyeMy xe? — MOMHTEpecoBaslach C CApKa3MOM B ToJIoce.

— OHu BMecTe JaBHO, Bpsj Jiu Bpann npoMeHsier HUMQY Ha Takylo, Kak Tbl, — TPOrOBOPHUIIA
pycaJika 3aHOCUMBO.

— Kakyio Takyo? — cripocuiia ¢ BBI30BOM, yIiepeB pyKu B OOKa.

Takoe npeHeOpeKUTEIbHOE OTHOIIEHHE PYCATKM Pa303IUiIo He Ha myTKy. [Touemy 3ta ppida
C BOJIOCAMHU TIO3BOJISIET ceOe XaMCTBO 10 OTHOIIEHUIO KO MHE?

— Twr ke cnabast, © Marust TBOs Oecrioyie3Hasi, oyMaerib Jiekapb! Jla y Hac moOoi apyun
JISYUTh MOXeT, — jo0aBmia JInmy, OKWHYB MeHst Ope3IJIMBBIM B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO 0OSIACh 3apa3UThCS
yeM-To. — §I cpa3dy 3ameTnia, uto Bpan k Tebe paBHOLYIIIEH, BUAUMO, Thl €70 TPOCTO MPUBOPOKUIIA.
VK He 3HaI, MOYeMy MOM OTell TIO3BOJIAI MY KEHHUTLCS Ha CTOJb OSCIIONe3HOU Yapojieke.

[MouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak B paiioHe COJHEYHOTO CIUIETEHUS OMACIMBO 3aBOPOYAJICS SHEpPreTuyde-
CKHMI1 KOMOK, CTAHOBSICh BCE OOJIbIIIE, a B CJCAYIOIINI MOMEHT OH JIOMHYJ, U CHJIA 3aCTPyHJIach Mo
BeHaM, TpeOys Beixoza. He ycnena oco3HaTh, 4TO TBOPIO, Kak MOsI pyKa cama IMOAHSIIACh M KOCHYJIACh
ieva pycaiku, paspsii. . .

Jluny oTneTena Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB, CEJaB CaJbTO B BO3MyXe U PYXHYB B BOLy 0€3 JBHKe-
HUsA. BOKpyr BCE CTHXJI0, CJIOBHO s1 MOMEHTAILHO OIJIOXJIA, a TIOTOM MOTHSJICS T'YJT B3BOJIHOBAHHBIX
royiocoB. $1 3acThuIa CJIOBHO CTaTysl, He TIOHMMasl, KaKk Takoe MOIJIO mpousonTh. Busena, kak Bpann

70



3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

Opocuiics K pycalike, moadexan, OH TIOHSUT €€ Ha PYKU U BbIHeC Ha Oeper. Biiaiplka cTpeMUTETbHO
COpPBAJICSI CO CBOETO MECTa U 3a IBa O'POMHBIX IPbIKKA OKa3aJics Bo3ie novyepu. CKIOHMBIIUCH HAJL
HEl, TOJIOKIIT PYKY TY/A, TIIe JOJKHO OUTHCS Ceptie.

— Ona MepTBa, — CKa3aJl OH, XMypsICh, a TIOTOM yKa3aJl Ha MeHs U porpoxota. — Thl youna
MOIO JOYb!

— Ox, youna! Ona youna! Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?! — 3alipHUUTAIN TOCTU U APYTUE PYCAIKH.

Termepb Bce cMOTpesIM Ha MEHSI C OCYK/ISHHEM M ykacoM B Tiasax. Jlaxe Bpang 6pocw yrpe-
KAIOIIUI B3IJIsII, He TIOHMUMAs, YTO CTaJl TPOBOKATOPOM STOU CHTYAIIHH.

— Ilpoctu e€ Biaabika, OHA HE KOHTPOJIUPYET CBOI0 MArvio, — MOMBITAJICS OH 3aCTYIHUTCS 32
MeHs, — s Oepy BUHY Ha ceOs1, Hy’)KHO ObLJIO CJIJIUTh 3a €€ SHePrUei.

[puas B ceds1 1 cooOpa3uB, YTO HATBOPHUIIA YKACHOE, TTOUYBCTBOBAJIA HAPACTAIOIIYIO TTAHUKY,
HO TYT K€ OTOTHAJIa €€ U PUHYJIACh BIEPEN.

— Oroiigure! 4 3Hato, 4TO AENaTh! — KPUKHYJIA TPOMKO, PACTAIKUBAsI FOCTEN.

OHM MCIyraHHOM CTalKO¥ OTIIATHYJIMCH OT MEHs, 00sICh MOUX TPUKOCHOBeHU. [lopory MHe
Mperpajni BIaIbIKa, OH YIEP B MEHsI CBOM MOCOX U TIPOPBIYAIT HE XyXKe 3Bepsi:

— He nogxonu k Heii!

— ¢1 Mory moMous! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA YIIPIMO. — I 3Hal0, Kak €€ OKUBUTH !

— Henb3s 0KUBUTH TO, UTO MEPTBO! — MaprpoBal MOPCKOW 1apb. — XOUellb cliejiaTh U3 Hee
HexuTh? He ObBaTh 3TOMY !

Bbpocuiia ymonsomuii B3misa Ha bpanja, uina nogiepskku, HO OH OTBEN B3IJIsIL, HE JKeslast MHE
noseputhb. Hy 1 1agHo, cama cpaBioch!

— Eciu BBl He Oyzete TpaTuTh BpeMs Ha YIPO3bl, TO Y MEHsI €CTh BCE IIAHCHI CIIACTH Ballly JI0Yb!
-3asBUJIA PEIIUTENILHO U YIIPSMO, TSI HA XMYpPOTO MYKUHHY.

— IManouka, nait et momous Jlumy! ITporry Tebst! — mocibimancs IeTCKUid TOJIOCOK.

Sl mocMoTpena B CTOPOHY, Iie CTOsUIa PhIKEBOJIOCAsT IEBUYIIIKA JIET CEMH, TI0 e€ IeKaM KaTu-
JIMCh KPYTIHBIE CJIE3bI CKOPOU, HO B I71a3ax ObUIa HaJek1a Ha dyno. Bnasipsika konedascsi, HO, BUIVMO,
HECYaCTHOE JINUMKO MUIAAIIEN JOYepr 3acTaBUiIo ero nepeaymarb. OH yOpan Tpe3yoell, HaKOHeIl,
TIO3BOJIsISI MHE TIOJIOUTH K pyCaJIKe.

Ces Bo3Je JInity, IpUIIOKMIA YXO K €€ Tpyau, YOeKAasiCh, UYTO CEpILe MOTIHUT.

— Hano cnenatp MCKycCTBEHHOE [IbIXaHWE, — CKasasia s, 3a)KuMasi JeBYIIKe HOC MaJblaMH U
OTKpBIBast poT, — bpan, Tede mpuarcs kayarh cepiiie Mo Moei KOMaHe, BOT TaK. ..

INokazasna, Kak 3TO AeaeTcs U JIeINi OHSATINBO KUBHYI, CEJ C APYTOi CTOPOHBI, TOTOBSIChH
K mporieaype. S mpuHsIach yCUJICHHO BTAJIKUBATh BO3YX B JIETKWeE, a BpaH/ genan HyKHble TBUXe-
HUSI, HO BCe YCHJTHS ObUIM HAIPacHBI, CEpIIe PyCAIKU He KeJlajio 3aBOANThCS. Bpems 6e3:kxanocTHO
YCKOJIB3aJI0, HE OCTaBJIsis IIaHCa Ha criaceHue. [ToHsTa, YTo IecTBOBAaTh HY/KHO PEIIUTEIbHO, pa3
s yOusia e€ TOKOM, TO U BOCKPEIIIy TaK Ke.

— Oroiiaute Bce! — KpUKHYJIa TPOMKO, 3aCTaBJIsisl OYHYTHCS UCIYTAaHHYIO TOJITY U OTCTYIUTh
HAa Tapy 1aroB. — bpaHj, Tel TOXE.

Jlemmii BcTan ¢ KOJ€H M OTOIIEN, BHUMATETBHO CJIeAs 32 MOMMH JedcTBUsMU. [lonoxuB
JIAJJOHU HA TPyAb JNEBYIIKH, s COCPEAOTOUMIACH, BCTIOMUHAS Te OIIYIICHUS, KOTOPbIEe MOSIBHIIUCH
niepe] ynapom toka. CekyHaa, qpyrasi v pa3psij MPOIIEIICS MO Tely PyCajiKu, 3aCTaBsis €€ IEPHYThCS.

— Yto TH gemaemb?! — 3aopasi BIaAbIKa, C Y)KAcOM A Ha MeHs. — XOdellb yOUTh eé
MOBTOPHO?

Sl He oOparTmia BHMMaHWE Ha €ro KPHWK, a MPOCTO MOBTOPWIJIA TIOMBITKY M CHOBA yaapuiia
neBymKy TokoM. [TouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak HEBUAMMAS IITyTAIbIIa CKUMAET MOE TEJIO, BHITAJIKUBAS BECh
BO3/1yX U3 JIErkux. Co3HaHME HAYaJI0 MyTHETh, HO MPEkK/Ie YeM IPOBATUTHCS B OOMOPOK, 3aMeTHJIa,
kak Jlmty rmyOoKko B3/I0XHYNA M 3aKanuisiack. Bee oreneHeny ot moka U HeTOHUMaHHSI TIPOUCXO-
asiero, Kkpome mMeHs. Kaxercsi, ceffuac Mbl IOMEHsIeMCsl MECTaMU C pycasikou. JIeByIka oTKpblia
71a3a ¥ yCTaBUJIaCh HA MEHsI B HEMOM YXKace, a IMOTOM 3aKpuyala:
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— Orer, otmycTu eé!

JlaBjieHre TpeKpaTUIoCh, MIyMaiblle OTIYCTHIO MEHS, MO3BOJIsAs BHOBD JIbINIATh. JImy moj-
Jeprkasia MeHsl, He JaBasi 3aBaJIUThCS] HAOOK.

— He 06orica, BCE mo3aau, — ckazaja OHa THUXO,

— He Tporaii e€ mouka, oHa ormacHa! — mpopsIyall BIaAbIKa, HO yKe He TaK TPO3HO.

BuHO, BOCKpellieHHe JAouepu BCE€ ke MPUHECTIO eMy yCroKoeHue. $1 mogHsma pykd BBepX,
MOKa3bIBasI, YTO OOJIbINE He COOMPAIOCHh KACAThCS PYCAJIKH.

— Kak THI? — cripocuiia CHILIO, TOPJIO XKIJIO OTHEM M IJIOTaTh ObUIO OOJBHO.

— Tak, cJIOBHO ymepia, a IIOTOM BOCKpecia, — mporenTana Jlnty, Toxe criaTbiBas HEpBHO U
OKH/[IbIBasi BCEX YAMBJIEHHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— Jlouka! — HaKOHeI] BOCKJIMKHYJI BJIAJIbIKA, TIPUXOASA B ceOs U Majgas psjaoM C pycajKod Ha
KOJICHU U KPEerKo OOHMMas1. — 51 mymalt, 4to moTepsit TeOs1 HaBcer/a. . .

— Bcé xoporo, nama, — npoiienraia OHa, — S B MOPsAKE, IPaBaa.

Pycanky Tyt e obcTynuiu e€ cécTpbl, 3a00TJIMBO pacCrpaiiuBas O CAMOYYBCTBUE, a PhIKe-
BOJIOCAsI MAJIBIIIIKA, JTaKe yMYyAPHIach 3a0paThcs K HEW Ha KOJIEHH, IPUKABIIINCH K JIEBYIIIKE, CJIOBHO
KOTEHOK. BIaipIKy OTTECHMIIN, ¥ OH MIOTHSJICS HA HOTH, JIOBOJILHO YJTBIOAsICh, HO YBUJIEB MEHS1, BHOBb
HAXMYPHJICS.

— Tol cnacya He TOJNBKO MOIO J04Yb, HO M ceOsi, — IPOroBOpwII TBEPHO. — bpaHn, TBOs KeHa
OTacHa, B Hel CKphITa crjia OOroB, CIOCOOHAsI yOUTD TI0O0e Marmueckoe cyiecTBo. Thl 3HaT 00 3TOM?

— Her, He 3HaJI, — YeCTHO MPU3HAJICS JICIIUH, TJISIIsI HA MEHS C HEJIOBepHeM M OIacKou. — 4
AyMaJl, OHa [POCTO JIEKapb.

— Cuity Hy)XHO OJIOKMpPOBATh, TIOKA OHA He HATBOpuiIa Oex! — 3asiBIUT Bajpika. — [IpuHecute
OILIEHHUK !

S ucnyraHHO OTIIATHYJIACh, HEMPOM3BOJIBHO XBaTasICh 32 TOPJIO, KOTOPOE MPOAOIKAIO U TaK
cagauTh. OmmeiiHuk?! OHM XOTAT MOCaJUTh MEHs Ha Ierb Kak co0aky? JIMIMTh MpOCHYBILEHCS
Maruu 1 cjieiaTh MOIO )KM3Hb B 9TOM MUpe HeBbiIHOCMMOU? Cama He MOoHMMaJla, OTKY/a B3sJIach 3Ta
MOII[b, HO JIMIITUTLCS €€ BHOBb MHE OYEHb HE XOTEJIOCh.

— Nama, mpoctu e€, 310 ObLIa MOSI TIPOBOKAITHS, — BAPYT BMEIaiach B pa3roBop Jlnity, BcraBast
C TIeCKa M TJISIJ Ha OTIa yMOJsionie. — 1o Bc€ MOE MoOonbITCTBO! § He BUea B HEll HCTHHHOM
Maruy U peliuia ClipoBOIIMPOBaTh, YTOOB! PACKPHITH MOTEHIHAT Jleb.

— Tol mocTynmiia OYeHb ONMPOMETUYUBO, MUJIOE JIUTS, — MOXKYPWII e€ BIaAbIKa, CMArvasich, —
POXIECHHBIE C CHJION OOrOB, HUKOT/IA He 3HAIOT O Hel JI0 ONpe/ie/IeHHOrO BPEMEHH.

— UYro 3HAUYMT, pOKICHHBIE C CUIION OOroB? — MpoIIenTaia s, K3yMJICHHO TSI Ha MYKIUHY
CHHU3Y BBEpX.

OH npOoTsAHYJT MHE PYKY, eJiast TOMOYb BCTaTh, HO BOBPEMsI BCIIOMHIJI, YeM 9TO 0OEpHYJIOCh
IS fovepH, U ofiepHys e€. Bpanj, 3aMeTHB ornaceHus BIaJbIKH, CaM IIOMOT MHE BCTATh.

— Dra cwia u ecth Thl, [enb, 0ObIMHO OHA ce0sl HUKAK He TPOSIBIISIET JIO OMPEIe/ICHHOTO
MOMEHTa, Hy)KHa aKTUBAIHs1, BUIMMO, COEIMHEHUE BAIlIX ayp U CTAJIO CITyCKOBBIM KpIOUKOM. Terepb
C KaX/IbIM JJHEM CHJIa HAUHET PACTH, — MOSICHUJI MOPCKOH 11apb, OOHMMas 3a rieun Jlvy.

— BbI ckazainu, st Mory yOHTh JTI0OO€ Marn4eckoe CyIIeCTBO, — CIIPOCHIIA 32 lyMYUBO, — HO Be/lb
y HUX €CTb 3a1uTa’?

— Hu onuH muUT HE YCTOUT MPOTHB TBOEW CHJIBI, IEBOYKA MOsI, — OTBETHII BJIA/IbIKA, TIOKAYaB
TOJIOBOM, — TBI YTPO3a BCEMY KUBOMY, IIOKA He KOHTPOJIMPYEIIb CBOIO CHITY.

— U 410 %€ MHe Terepp jenaTh? — CIpoChia PacCTPOEHHO, IV Ha MYXUHH, CTOSIBIIIUX B
32 lyMYMBOCTH PSIIOM.

— 41 monpoOy1o 00yUIHTh €€ KOHTPOIIO, — MPeIoKWIT bpan.

OH sIBHO OBbLJT B3BOJIHOBAH OTKPBITHEM, U CaM TOJIKOM He MIOHUMAJT, C KAKOU CUJION CTOJIKHYJICS.
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— Tbl HEe CMOXeIlIb CIEPKUBATh €€ CUITY, CBIH MOM, KOTJJa OHA MIOJIHOCTBIO PACKPOETCsl, — MOTHYB
rOJIOBOI OTPULIATEIbHO, OTBETHI BJIA/IbIKA.

[aps cMOTpen Ha MeHs 3aJyMYMBO, PUIIAKKMBAsi CBOIO OEJIOCHEXHYI0 OOPOAKY pYKOM, OH
SIBHO MbITAJICS] HAUTH HYKHOE pelleHNE.

— Be3 omeitHuka He 0OOUTUCH, HO 3TO BPEMEHHO, — YCIIOKOMJI MOPCKOW 11apb, BUIS YyKac B
MouX razax. — OOyuarh e€ JOMKeH He Thl, a TBOU (haMIIIbSIP, TAe OH, KCTaTH?

Jlemmii 3aKpbUT 171432, MBICJIEHHO CBSI3BIBASICh CO CBOMM KOTOM, ITOTOM HIEJKHYJ NaJbLAMU U
riepe; HaMy OTKPBUICS HEOOJBIIION MOPTaJ, OTKYJa BaJIbsKHO Bbilen Kbics. YBUIEB BaIbIKy, OH
BCTaJI HA 3aJHUE JIATIKM U FAJIAHTHO TIOKJIOHWJICS], CJIOBHO IIPUABOPHBIN TIEpe]] KOPOJIEM.

— IIpuBetcTBYIO TEOs1, MOPCKOH BiIaJbIKa! — CKa3al pelKUH ¢ BbIpaskeHHeM. — Thl 3BaJ1 MeHs1?

— [puser, myT, — pacruibiBasich B JOOPOH YJIBIOKE, OTBETUI I[apb, — S1 CIIBIIIAI, THI HE OCTABIT
TOTBITOK HAWTH CYKEHYIO [UIsl CBOErO X035iMHa?

— Kak Buante, 51 e€ naxe Hamesn! — ropao 3asiBUJI KOT, paciuIbIBasICh B BEXKJIMBOW YIIBIOKE.

— A 3HaJ JIM THI, YTO 3TA JEBUIIA O0JAAET PEIKUM AapOM OOroB? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS C UPO-
HUEW B TOJIOCE BJIaJIbIKA.

VY Kbicu 11a3a OKpyIJIMIIMCh HACTOJIBKO, YTO 3aHSIM moimopasl. OH nepeBesl W3yMIIEHHBIN
B3[JIs1J] HA MEHs, IOTOM Ha XO35IMHA M BEpHYJICS K LapIo.

— Heoxupanno, offHaKo. .. — HaKOHeIl, OYpKHYJI KOT. — f ymaut y He€ nap Jiekapsi.

— Jla, IMEHHO Tak 3TOT Jap U HAYMHAET PAaCKpbIBAThCS, IOCTENEHHO YBEJIMUMBasl PUPOIHbIC
CUJIbI, — OOBSICHUJI OH M JJOOABIJI: — OHA TOJIBKO YTO yOMJIa MOIO 04b, JIny.

Kpics1, HeMOBEPUMBO YCTaBUIICS HA PYCAJIKY, CTOSIBIIYIO PSIIOM C OTIIOM, Ta JIAIIb MIJIO YJIBIO-
HYJIACh U TIOJKaJia TledaMH Kak Obl TOBOPSI, UTO Tak ¥ ObLIIO.

— VIX Ha MMHYTY OCTaBHTb HEJIb3sl, YTO-HUOY/Ib J1a BHITBOPAT, — OypKHYJ cebe moj Hoc (pamu-
JIbSIP, KOCSCh OMAC/IMBO B MOIO CTOPOHY.

S HepBHO BBIIOXHYJIA U, OOXBATUB ceOsl pyKaMu 3a IUIeYr, OTBEPHYJIACh, Ipsiya Oyllyomue
SMOLMM M YyBCTBYsl BHYTPH COXaJ€HUE U CTpax. BbljIo HEMpusATHO BCIIOMUHATh MOMEHT ¢ Jluny u
BHYTpeHHUH rosnoc TBepan, « el BUHOBata!». Ho cTpax morepsaTs Maruio ObUI elie chiibHee, 0e3 Heé
s IYCTHIIIKA B 3TOM MHUPE, HE CIIOCOOHAs 3aIMTUTh ceOs1 1ake OT XUIIHKUKA.

— ¥ Bac ecTb npejioxeHue, Biaaasika? — cupocui Kbics, MpUCTaIbHO IIs/1s1 HA MEHs.

— MHe npuzercs oeTh Ha He€ MarMueckuil OIIEHMHUK, 9TO MOMOXET BPEMEHHO CKPBITh Jap
OT MOCTOPOHHMX IJIa3, — 3asiBUJI 1Iapb, Oepsi U3 PyK CBOEro BOMHA, KPACHUBBIN 30JI0TOM 0001, — Th
JIMYHO, JIOJKEH HAy4YUTh €€ 0OpalleHuIo ¢ Japom, bpaHa He cMOXeT cAepKUBaTh BCIUIECKU CHJIBI,
caM IIOHHUMaAeIIb, ObUT OBl OH. ..

Bnagpika ocekcsi, MHOTO3HAUMTENIBHO IVISIAS1 HA KOTa, TOT MOHSTIMBO KUBHYI. 5l TOXXe MOHsIa
HaMeK, ecyii Obl BpaH ObUT APAKOHOM, TO CMOT OBl IIOMOYb, a B OOJIMKE JIelero o ciao.

— 5 B Kypce, 4TO y JIelIero cui MajoBaro, HO Bellb s1 MOTY OOJIbIlle, YeM OOBIYHBIN JICTITHIA?
— MPOTrOBOPUJI XO34MH (paMuUIIbsipa, IIIsi/isl Ha MIPUCYTCTBYIOIMX XMYypo. EMy sIBHO He mOHpaBuiics
HaMeK Ha cadoCTh.

— KoHeuHo, CbIH MOMi, HO, K COXaJICHUIO, TBOMX CHUJI HEIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI yAEpXKaTh CHITY
OOTrOB, — MSITKO OTBETHJI BJIAJIBIKA M TIO-OTEUECKH MOXJIONAJI JIEIIETO 10 Tuieuy. — Y Te0s Oyner apyras
3aja4a, €clii XO4Yellb COXPAHUTh KEHY KUBOMU.

Bpann nocmotpen Ha MeHs, CIIOBHO pellasi, Hy’)KHO JIM éMy 3TO WJIM OHO TOro He ctout? f ¢
BO3MYIIEHUEM (DBIPKHYJIA, BCEM BUJIOM JEMOHCTPUPYS, YTO HE YAMBJIEHA €T0 NOBEICHUEM.

— U kakas xe? — HaKOHell IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH, MPaB/a, 0e3 0coOOro SHTy3Ma3MA.

— HyxHo nocrats 115 He€ amysnieT bepernau. OH MOMOKET CKPbITh Aap OT UyKHX IJ1a3, — cKa3all
BJIaJbIKA YBEPEHHO.

— U rne ke ero HalTH? — CIPOCUJI JIEILINA, YCMEXHYBIIUCh eXuaHo. — Ecim oH B Gos0Te Miin
JIeCy, TO He BOIIPOC, 51 CMOTY JIOCTaTh.
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— VBB, BCE HE TaK MPOCTO, — OTBETUJI LIapb, Pa3BO/sl PyKaMU, — €ro MpsUeT KopojieBa B CBOEM
JIBOPIIE.

— 4 tak u 3Han! Her, 310 He BapraHT! — Beinayini bpans, pa3o3uBIIKCh He Ha Iy TKY. — Moxer
ectb ipyroui apredakt? [TycTh OH OyIeT rje yrogHo, TOJNBKO He Y KOPOJIeBbI!

— VBB, HO TOJILKO 9TOT aMyJIeT IOMOXKET CKPHITh Aap Jleib, ocTabHbIe HAIlpaBJIeHbI, HAOOOPOT,
Ha ycuieHue napa. Haneroch, BCE€ MOHATHO?

HeoxotHo, HO Bpanj Bc€ ke KMBHYJI, TOTOM THXO BBIPYTaJICSl U OTOIIE, TIBITAsICh CIPABUTCS
co 3710cThi0. OJTHO YTOMHHAHUE O KOPOJIEBE ITPUBOIUJIO €T0 B SIPOCTh, a TYT MY MPUAETCS BEPHYThCS
BO J1BOpell U paau Koro? Ila, oH BMOJIHE MOXET OTKa3aThCsl, Beb s BCEro JIUIb (PUKTHUBHASI KeHa,
3a4eM U3-3a MEHs UJITH Ha PUCK.

— IoHSITHO, Yero x HeMOHSATHOTO, — OTBeTWJ1 Kbics 3a BceX, IIIsi/isl HA MEHSI C COKaJIEHUEM.

— Hy uTo *)e, pa3 BCE MOHSATHO, AaBalTe OIEHEM OIICHHUK.

OH czienan Ko MHe I1ar ¥ akKypaTHO 3acTerHys 000/ BOKPYT MOeH Iier. XOJTOTHBIA MeTalT
HEMPUATHO OOKET KOXKY, Ha MTHOBEHHE ITOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH MEHSI Ha4aJl TyIIUTh, U S HEMIPOU3BOJILHO
TOTBITANIACh 0CIadbuTh 00607, KakoBo ke OblJI0 MOE yIUBIIEHHE, KOT/Ia MaJIbIbl HIYEro He HaIlyTIaiu
Ha 1mee. OH npocTto ucyes!
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13 ri1aBa

Sl MByMJIEHHO ycTaBMJIaCh Ha BJIA/BIKY, BCE eI€ MbITasCh HallynaTb 06oa. OH yIblOHYICS U
TOSICHWIL

— O0ox Teneppb NoJ KOXe, MoJablIe OT TOCTOPOHHUX IJ1a3.

— A Kak e €ro IoToM CHATh? — CIIPOCHJIA THXO.

— Korga b1 OBnazeens cCBoer CUIol B MOJTHOU MEPE, TO CMOXKEIIb CaMa €T0 CHATh, — OTBETHII
OH.

— Ho kax?

— TBos cuna Tebe MojCKakeT, — cKazal BaAblka. — A Terepb YXOOUTe, He CTOUT OOJIbILe pHC-
KOBarTh.

Bpanp cnenain nacel pyKoil OTKpbIBasi MOpTall, U Mbl yke cOOMpaIMch BOUTH B HEro, Kak Ksics
HEOXKUIAHHO CIIPOCUIL:

— A 410 )¢ MBI OyaeM Jenarth ¢ roctsiMu? Beib OHU BCE BUIEIH.

— AX, 00 9TOM He OecroKoiTech, — 3aMaxaja pykamu Jlwry.

OHa yke OKOHYaTeJbHO MpuUILIa B ceOsd M Temepb NpeObBajla B XOPOLIEM HACTPOEHUM.
Buaumo, Bc€ npoucxozsiiiee o4eHb e€ 3a0aBsLIo.

— 41 Hamoto ux OpaxXKOW ¢ COHHOW TPaBOM, KOTOpast OLIMYHO CTUPAET MaMsATh. 3aBTPa HUKTO
Y He BCIIOMHHT O IIPOUCIIECTBUM, B UX MaMSATH OCTaHETCs TOJIbKO Becénas cBapoa.

— Crnacu6o, JIniy, — nodnarogapun bpann, uCKpeHHe YIbIOHYBIIUCH JEBYIIKE.

— DTO MEeHBIIIEE, UTO 51 MOT'Y caesath A Jlesb, — OTBETUIa OHa U3BUHAIOIMMCS TOHOM. — Benip
BCE 3TO ITPOM3OIIIIO U3-3a MEHS.

— Bcé, uTo Hu Aenaercs, BCE K JIydllleMy, — CKa3ajl BJaJbIKa, YCIIOKaUBalolle OOHUMas J04b
3a ruteun. — Ecm Obl He ThI, 1ap MOT' OTKPBITHCSI COBEPIIEHHO B HEOKUJIAHHOKM CUTYalluH, a BAPYT
PSIOM ObLIM OB MILEWKX KOPOJIEBHI WK OHa JTMYHO? Jlenb Oblta Obl yXke MepTBa.

Bce comtacHO KMBHY/IM Y TIOCMOTPENIN Ha MEHS.

— 3HauuT, MoJIyvyaercs, 4To s cracia e€, 1IeHOi cOOCTBEHHOW KM3HU, — MPOHUYHO 3aMeTuIa
pycanka. — Torga msl B pacuére.

Omna npotsiHyJIa MHE PyKY, O:KU/iasi pyKOIIOXKaTus, U 1 Moxaya €€, COIaIasch ¢ JOBOAAMMU.

— Cnacu60, — noOnarogapuiia OT AyLIH AEBYIIKY U YJIbIOHYIacCh.

Ha tom 1 pasomumce.

keksk

MBe1 BepHY/IUCh K U30yIIKe BTPOEM, HO Kbics1, cocnaBImch Ha CpOUYHBIE Jena, yIaauics B Jiec.
3aiias B oM, 51 HAKOHEL], CMOIIa HEMHOTO pacciabuThes. Houb okazanach OUeHb JUIMHHOM U CIIOXK-
HOU, CTOJIBKO BCETO IPOM3OLIO U KaK K 3TOMYy OTHOCHTCS, S IIOKA He 3Hasa. 3710cTh Ha bpanna
KMIIENA B TPYIM, HO CUJI PyraThCsl yKe HE OCTaJIOCh. 3aBTPa, 51 BCE BBICKAXKY €My 3aBTpa. ..

— Ilonny HaBepx, — IPOroBOpMJIa TUXO W HaIpaBWJIach K JIECTHULIE.

— DU, a KaK ke CYNpPyKeCKUH J0/r? — IMyTIMBO KPUKHYJI MHe Benes bpan.

Ho ceiiyac ero myTky BOH3aJIMCh B Cepille 3aHO3aMU, MPUUUHASA 00JIb, TOITOMY OTBETHJIA
JOBOJIBHO Tpy0o0.

— Mory pa3psaa0M OfiapUTh, YUCTO NO-CYIPYKECKH, XOUEIIb?

— Her yx, cnacn60, MHe XBaTWJIO 3pejMilia Ha 03epe, yMaJl, BIOBLOM OCTaHyCh, HE yCIIEB
JKEHUTHCS, — PACCMESBILNCH, OTBETWJI JIEILIN.

41 obepHyaach ¥ MIOCMOTpeNa Ha HEro C HeroJI0BaHUEM.

— Tebe cMelmHO? — TUXO CIIPOCHIA, YyBCTBYS HAPACTAIOILYIO 3710CTh. — S 4yTh €€ He youna, u
cama He ymepJa, a Tel paxyenibcsi? Ecam xouemn 3HaTh, BCE n3-3a Tebs 1 mponsonuio! Tel BEN cedst
KaK MOCJIeJHAs CBUHbS !

— U3-3a mena?! — orBetun bpann B nonmHoM Henpoymenuu. — Ho s HU4ero takoro He czaenad.
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— He cnenasn, roopuis? Tel yHu3un mens npusmonHo! CTosil 1 MUJIOBAJICS €O CBOEN HUMQOI,
TI03BOJISISI €M KacaTbesi ceOsl U 9TO BCE HA HAIllel cBagbOe! — BHIMAIMIIA B SIPOCTH, CKMMasl KyJIaKy 1
OyKBaJIBHO TOTOBasl, OPOCUTCS HA HETO U BPE3aTh XOPOIIEHBKO.

— Ham Gpak Bcero ymib (pUKIMS, — MAPUPOBAJ JICHITHIA, CTAHOBSICH XMYPbIM.

— Ho 310 He maér Tebe mpaBO Tak OTHOCUTCS KO MHe! — KpUKHYJIa S ¥ TOMHYJIa HOroi B Gec-
cUIbHOM sipoctr. — HenaBuxy Te0s!

Bo MHe nogHsack Takasi Oypst SMOIMiA, 00u1a, 60JTb, HECTIPaBeJIMBOCTh ITOro Mupa. [Touys-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK B TPYAM 3aBOPOYAJICS] SHEPTETUUYECKUI 1ap, KeJask B30pBaThCs U JAaTh OTIOP OOU-
4ynKy. U TyT %e ropsio coaBuio Cra3MoM, JbIXaHue epexBaTuiio, a B Ila3ax Hayajo TeMHeTb. CxBa-
THBIIKCH 32 TOPJIO, 3aXpUIIesia, MBITAsCh C/IeNaTh XOTS Obl TJIOTOK BO3AyXa, HO BCE YCHIIUSI ObLIH
HanpacHsl. [Tonsna, eme cekyHaa u g NoTepso CO3HAHME OT YIYIIbA. . .

Bpanz okazasicsi Bo3nie MeHsi B MTHOBEeHUs1 OKa. OH NOIXBaTUJI MEHSI Ha PyKH, HE JaBast yIacTh.
OnycTuics Ha IMoj1 BMECTe CO MHOM, TIpHKaB K ceOe OTHOM PYKOM, a BTOPOM CTaJl IJIAUTh I10 TOJIOBE,
THXO IIerya:

— Tuxo, Munasi, TMX0, BCE XOPOIIO, CEYaC OTIYCTHT, IIPOCTO CUUTAH MPO cedst A0 JEeCATH.

CKBO3b TeJIeHy YCIbIIaia ero cjoBa U MOCIyIIANach, MPUHSIACh CUMTATh, OTTOHSS CTpPax U
YyBCTBYSI, KAK BHYTPHY OTCTYIIA€T SIPOCTh, a C HeHl U cra3M. Ero MepHoe noriakiuBaHue, yCroKanBaio
Y TIPUJaBaJIo CUJI He coaBaThesl. BAOX. .., BBIIOX. .., BAOX..., BBIIOX. ..

ITpucryn npowmi€n, u bpann, noagxBaTue MeHs Ha PyKH, OTHEC B CHAJIBHIO. YIIOKUB MEHA Ha
KpOBaTh, OH CeJI PSIOM U MPUHSLJICS MacCHPOBATh MO JIE/ISIHbIE PYKH, CTapasich BOCCTAHOBUTH KPO-
BooOpareHue. I mocMoTpena Ha Hero pacTepsiHHO, He 3Hasl, KaK pearupoBaTh HA BHE3AIHYIO 3a00Ty
JIeHIero.

— JpIm, POCTO ABIIIMA ¥ HU O Y€M He Aymai, — TPOrOBOPHJI OH, CJIOBHO MPOYENT MO MBICIIH.

UyBCTBYSI €ro ropsiurie MaJiblibl HA CBOMX pyKax, Havyajla Me/JIEHHO YCTIOKauBaThCsl M TIPUXO-
auth B ce0s1. Cria3m MpoInen, AbIXaHue BHIPOBHSIOCH, @ BOT CEp/ALIE IMyCTUIIOCh BCKaub, OYATO TbITa-
sIch yOesKaTh OT HEOKUJAHHOH JIACKH.

— Bcé HopmasbHO, MHe yike Jierye, — cooOIua JielmemMy 1 yopaia CBOU pyKH, IIpeceKast ero
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUSI.

OH ynbIOHYIICS, KAK-TO TPYCTHO, M CKa3aJl:

—IIpocTu, 4TO CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJI PHCTYII, HO MHE HYKHO OBLIO IIPOBEPUTD, KaK padOTaeT OIei-
HUK.

VYcraBumachk Ha HEero, Kak Ha CyMacIe/IIero, JIMIIEHHOTO Kakux-11uoo smorwii. Ha MraHoBeHme
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, Ceiuac BCE BEPHETCS, U 51 MPOCTO 33JOXHYCh OT Bo3MyIeHust! Crienana riryOoKuid BIIOX,
3ajiepkasia IbIXaHue U Pe3KO BBIIOXHYJA, COpachiBast HANIPSIKEHHE.

— 1 xak, moHpaBmiIoch? — Cpocuiia ¢ capka3MoM, YyBCTBYsI ropedb pazoudapoBanus. Kak y
HEro 3TO MOJTydYaiochk? 3a MUHYTY MIOMEHSITh OTHOIIIEHHE K ceOe, BOT TOJBKO UTO ObLT 3a00TIMBBIM
1 T0OpBIM JICIITNM, U TYT ke, «Oarl», TaBHIOK camblii HacTosuii! — Terepb Oyaerib BHIBOTUTH MEHS
KaX[bIid pa3, Kak 3aX04yeTcsi MOu3eBaThCs?

— He roBopu riynocreit, — 3asBun Bpanja cepbé3Ho, — 51 He COOMpAJICsl 3TUM TOJIb30BaThCH,
MIPOCTO HYKHO OBUIO MOHSTh, KAK OH PadOTAET M YTO B STOT MOMEHT UYBCTBYIO 1.

370 3a5BJIEHNE MEHs BCE Xke 3aMHTEPEeCOBANIO, PEIIMIIA TIOKa OTJIOKUTH OOMY Ha BPEMsI.

— Hy, 1 4TO € Thl TOUYYBCTBOBaJI? — MOMHTEPECOBATIACH JTIOOOIBITHO.

— To xe 4TO U ThI, CHaUaNa SPOCTh, KOTOPAsi TEOs MEPENOHSIIA, TOTOM ITPOCHYBIIYIOCS CHITY,
TOTOBYIO YAApUTh OOMITUMKA, a JaJIbIlle YAyIIbe OT CpabOTaBIIEro OIIEHHNKA, — OTBETUJI OH COBCEM
HeBecesio. Buaumo, orryiieHus 6 He 0c000 paIOCTHBIMU U JIJIS1 HETO.

— 3HauuT, Teneps Thl OLIYLIACIIb BCE, YTO MIPOMCXOAUT CO MHOW? — yIMBUIIACh TAKOW TECHOW
CBSI3U M€Ky HAMH.

— Tonbko crTbHBIE SMOIMH, — MONPABIIT BpaH, — BO3MOXHO, Tl Oy/Ielb YyBCTBOBATh TO ke
caMmoe OT MEHH.
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3. ®okc. «KeHa ajs sieniero uin Kak mpoOyauTh IpakoHa»

— Hy, noka 51 4yBCTBYIO TOJBKO OIHO, — OTBETHJIA YCTAJIO, IPUKPbIBAsI 7132 JIAJIOHBIO, — MEHS
JIMIIAIA Y€TO-TO BaKHOTO, 3aMepeB 3TO BHYTPH.

— He nepesxuBaii, Thl HAyYHIITbCSI KOHTPOJTIO M CHUMEIIIb OIIEHHUK, — YIBIOHYBILIUCH TTOAOOAPIIT
MeHsI JIIIIUI, BCTaBasi C KPOBATH. — A Terepb MOCIH, Te0e HYXEeH OT/bIX.

OH HanpaBWICs K JBEpPH, HO HA BBIXO/IE OCTAHOBHJICS, OOEPHYJICS U, IPUCTATIBHO MOCMOTPEB
Ha MeHs, T0O0aBuUII:

— $1 mocrapatoch TeOs1 OosbIle HE 3ITUTh.

— CBexo npefanye, 1a BEpUTCs C TPYIOM, — MPOIMTUPOBAJIa 3HAMEHUTYIO (ppa3y MOEro Mupa
Y OTBEPHYJIACh, JaBasi MOHATH, YTO Pa3rOBOP OKOHYEH.

Kak ToNbKO 32 HMM 3aKpbLIach ABEpb, 51 CTAHYJA C ceOs capadaH, OCTaBasCh B JJTMHHOM
COpOYKe, 3a0paach Moj OJCsIIO U 3aKpbljia IJ1a3a, MPOBAIMBASCH B OSCIIOKONHBIMA COH. . .

«$] okazanach B TEMHOM Jiecy, OfiHa, OKPYKEHHAas TYCThIM TyMaHoM. OTOBCIONY CJIBIIIATIOChH
THXOE phlYaHME, Iyraioliee MeHs 10 oaypeHHs. XOoTeJIoch OexaTb CIOMs TOJIOBY, HO 51 HEe 3Haja
kyzna. CoOpaB BCIO CHJTy B KyJaK, 3aCTaBWIIa ceOsl YCIIOKOUTBCS, IIeNMYa Moj HOC, YTO HYKHO OBITh
CUJIbHOH ¥, HAKOHEll, B3IVISTHYTh CBOEMY CTpaxy B Iia3a. HeoxumaaHHO NpsMO mepeio MHOW TyMaH
HavaJ npuoOpeTtarh cTpaHHyio opmy. [lepBoe, YTo IPUIILIO B FOJIOBY 3TO XeJlIbM, OH BHOBb MPHIIET
3a MHOM, eJiasi MOJTyYUTh CBOIO IOObIUY.

Horwu, coBHO npupociy K 3emiie, 1 51 He MOIJIa Jaske rnomeBenuTbest. CTosiia M CMOTpeda, Kak
CTPaHHBIM CUJIY3T HAYMTAeT MPUHUMATh (POPMY OIPOMHOM TOJIOBBI JpakoHa. Ero sHTapHble riiasa
CMOTpEJIA Ha MEHsI C TAKOW JKaXJOH, UYTO Ceplle B UCITyTre 3a0UI0Ch C HEBEPOSITHON CUJIOH, TOTO U
IJISIIA BBITTPHITHET.

«Celiyac OH MeH$ COXKPET U JJa’ke KOCTOUEK HEe OCTaBUT!», — TPOHEC/IACh B FOJIOBE TAHUYECKas
MBICJTb.

Sl He Mora OTBEeCTH B3IVISIA OT €ro HeoOBIYHBIX I1a3. Jlaxke pacruiaBieHHas JlaBa He CpaB-
HUTCS C MX OMACHOM KPACOTOM, a OCTpbIe BEPTUKAJIbHbIE 3pAUKH, HATOMUHAIH MTPONACTh, B KOTOPYIO
s Majjasia mpsiMo cemyac.

JlpakoH, U3y4uB MEHSl BHUMATEJIbHO, BTSHYJ HO3IPSIMU BO3IAYX, MOTOM (PBIPKHYJ M MOTHYJI
T'OJIOBOM, CJIOBHO HE COIJIAIAsICh C MOUMHU MBICIISIMH.

«Tenepb Tl MOs1! MicTvHHAA napa Ha Beka!», — yciblllana TUXUH pblYallliil TOJI0C B IOJIOBE.

«[lovyemy TbI Tak pemmn?», — CipoCcKIa TaKXkKe MBICJIEHHO, YyBCTBYS BO3pACTaloIlIee BOTHEHHE
B IpY/IH.

Most cyTh OTKJIMKAJIaCh HA TMXHI 30B JPaKoHa, OHa OyATO 3Haja, YTO OH TOBOPHUT IMPaBIy, a
BOT MOM pa3yM, He KeJlaJl COIIAIAThCS C ero 3asBJIeHUEM U THUXO HAIIENTHIBAI: «3TO BCETO JIMIIb
COH, (baHTa3Usl. .. ».

«51 Tebs1 uyBCTBYIO, [enb. ..», — MpoIenecTes roioc, U MHe J1ake MOKa3aloCh, YTO S CIIBIIITY
ypyYaHue.

OH Ha3Ba MOE€ MMs1, HO TO HE BBHI3BAJIO Y MEHsI yIMBIIEHUs. B rpyau MosiBUIOCH OIIyIIEHUE
BCTPEUH C IABHUM 3HAKOMBIM, KOTOPOTO HUKOI/IA paHbllie He BUjena. VIMeHHO OH Myra MOMX KeHH-
XOB BO CHE, YTpoKasi paclipaBoy, Terepsb 51 3TO MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJIA.

«He obonplnaiics, s coOMpaoch BEPHYTHCS B CBOW MUP», — 3a4€M-TO MTPOU3HECIIA C UPOHUEH
Y OTBEPHYJIACh OT JPaKOHa, COOUPAsICh YHUTH.

«He or-my-111y-y-y-y-y!» — mpopbIua IpakoH Tak TPO3HO, YTO 3eMJIs MOl HOTaMH 3a/IpoKaia.

S mcnyranHo oOepHyJ1ach, HO JPAKOH YK€ PaCTBOPHWIICS B TYMaHe».

Moé€ co3HaHue, HaKOHEIl, TIOrPy3HJIOCh B CIIOKOWHYIO TEMHOTY, Oe3 cHoBueHHu. CTpax yiie-
TYYWJICS, HO IJIWJIOCh CIIOKOWCTBUE Henonro. [TouyBcTBOBasa, Kak 4To-TO TSKENOE OMYCTUIIOCHh Ha
nocTes b psaaoM co MHOM. OTKphUIA I71a3a U XOTeNa yke 3aKpryaTh, HO HEOXKUJAAHHO MEHsI OOHSIIN
CUJIbHBIE MYKCKHE PYKH U MIPUTSHYIM K ceOe moomnmke. MyKunHa, yTKHYBIIMCh HOCOM B MO 3aThl-
JIOK, TTyOOKO BTSIHYJI BO3[YX M THXO 3apbluall, a CKopee 3aypyajl, Kak OrPOMHBIH KOT.
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Hoca kocHysics 3HaKOMBbIi apomar nerJia v canjaia, U MO€ CO3HaHUE TYT e JaJlo OlpeiesieHre
roctio. IMeHHO 3TOT apoMar 51 4yBCTBOBasa OT bpaHaa HOublo, KOT/ja OH LIEJIOBAJI MEHS U HAILU ay Pbl
COCIMHAINUCH. 3arauB AbIXaHUE, IPUTBOPHUJIACH CHHH.[GIZ, BCE CH_[é MBITAACH IOHATD, YTO ITPOUCXOIUT.

3auem OH MPUIIEN KO MHe, ja elé ynercs psjgom? Heyxkenu, BcE-Taku peliv IpoBECTH CO
MHOW OpauHyI0 Houb? Ho BeJib MbI JOTOBOPUJIMCH, HUKAKMX OTHOIIICHHUI MKy HAMHU ObITh HE MOXET,
3TO BCETO JIMIIIb CIIEKTaKJIb AJIs KOPOJIEBBI.

BpaHII JOOBOJIBHO B3[J0OXHYB, HAKOHEII, 3aTUX, TUXO 3aCOIIEB MHE B LICIO, JIMIIb NIEPUOINYCCKU
IMOPBIKKUBAaA, OTTOHASA HEBUIUMbIX BparoB. CHauasa xortejia pa36y111/m) " BBITHATH €10 U3 CllaJIbHU, HO
CHJI BOEBATh MPOCTO He OBUIO, /12 ¥ B €r0 pyKax ObLIO TaK TEIIO M CIIOKOMHO, YTO MHE HE XOTeJIOCh
naxe nBuratbes. EmE HUKOra 51 He 4yBCTBOBaIA ceOst HACTONMBKO OE30MacHO PSAIOM C MYKUUHOM.

[Nonexas emge HeMHOro, MPUIIUIA K BBIBOAY, YTO bpaHa He coOupaeTcss KO MHE TIpUCTaBaTh,
a 3HAYUT, MHE HUYTO He yrpoxaer. Hy M JlaiHO, MyCTh CErojiHsl HOUYET 3/1eCh, TaK Jaxe JIyullle,
PSIIOM C HAM JIPAKOH BPsi1 71 Oy/IeT OeClIOKOMTh. 3aKpblla I71a3a, yCTPanuBasich yIOOHEH, COH MPHUIIET
OBICTPO, ¥ HA TOT Pa3 OH ObUT ITyOOKUM 1 O3 CHOBUICHUI.
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2. ®okc. «KeHa s Jieniero Win Kak mpoOyIuTh IPaKOHa»

14 rinaBa

ITpoceinanack s MeAJIEHHO, BBIXOs U3 3a0bIThs. TeJlo 3aTek10, JIExka B OAHOM MOJIOKEHUU BCIO
HOYb. MHE 3aX0TeJI0Ch MOTAHYThCS, HO CTOMJIO LIEBEJIbHYTHCS, KaK KTO-TO 3apblyall 32 CIIMHOU U
NPUTSHYB K ceOe, BHOBb 3aTHX. CIPOCOHBsS HE Cpa3y BCIOMHMJIA, KTO MHE IOMeIlall, a KOraa 0co-
3HaJIa, AKTMBHO 3apaboTasa pyKaMH U HOTaMHU, MbITAasiCh PACTOJIKATh MYKUUHY.

— OTnyctu MeHsl, HEeMeIJIEHHO! — MpoKpsxTena s, cOpachiBas TSKEIble MYXKCKHE PYKH, CO
CBOEH TaJIUU.

— Henb. .., kakoro ¢ura?! — nocnplancs HeA0BOJIbHBIA XpUILIbINA ronoc bpanaa.

— Bor u s XoTena 06 3TOM Ke CIpOCUTh! — BBINATMIA BO3MYIIEHHO, HAKOHELl OCBOOOK1asICh
OT OOBATHUI.

MHe no3BoJInIIM OTIION3TH U TENEPb, Pa3BEPHYBILNCD, YCTABUIIACh HA 3aCITAHHOE JIULIO JIELLETO.
OH ObL1 yAMBIJIEH HE MEHbIIIE MEHs1, OIJISIIbIBAsCh HETOHUMAIOILIE.

— Kak g 31ech okazaznca? — cupocui OH, IOCMOTPEB Ha MEHS IIPUILY PUBIINCH, CJIOBHO IOJI0-
3peBaJl B YEM-TO.

— Ilpu€n nmocpeny HOYM U MPOCTO PYXHYJ PSAAOM, CXBaTMB MEHS B OXalKy, — OTBETHJIA
BCIIBUIBYMBO, BCEM BUJIOM BbIpakasi CBOE HEJOBOJIBCTBO.

— 51 aTOro He NOMHI. .. — podopmoTai bpanj, 3aQyMUnBO OYECAB 3aTHUIOK.

— W gacro y Te6st Tak? — CIIpocuiia ¢ €XUICTBOM, MBITasICh CKPHITh HEJIOBKOCTh CUTYAIIUH.

— YT0 4acTo? — nepecnpocuil JIEMNM, BCE €ILE MbITasACh BCIOMHUTD, KaK 3/1ECh OKa3aJICs.

— IIpoBaisl B mamMATH? — yCMEXHYJI1ach 51, — Mn Tl MPUHLMIMAIBHO HE 3aIllOMMHAE
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2. ®okc. «KeHa s Jieniero Win Kak mpoOyIuTh IPaKOHa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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