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[NepBbie KpacaBuiibl ropoa B yxace! [lpakoH uIeT HeBecTy U 0ObsIBIIsieT 0TOOP!
Ho KoMy 3axo4ercsi MOUTH 3aMyXk 3a OFPOMHYIO JieTalylo siepuily ? HenzpectHO
elile, 4To OH TaM C HEBECTOU JiesaTh OyaeT. MoXeT, ChecT, a MOXET, eIlle Yero
noxyxe Ho myist Tudpdpanu otéop — eMMHCTBEHHBIN IIAHC HE OCTAThCS Ha YJIHIIE.
Benp ecnu ona modeaut, To Oy/IeT KUTh B 3aMKe JpakoHa. «HeHopmanbHasi!», —
CKazasiu conepHuIlbl. [Ja oHa 1 cama ncnyrajiach, TOJBKO MMO3IHO, CMOTP MTPOMIEH U
BIIEPEIM UCTIBITAHUS. DTO HE JAPAKOH MILET HEBECTY. JTO HEBECTA MUILET IPAKOHA.
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Ousbra Ilammauna, Auaa OayBajioBa
HeBecra uniner JpakoHna

I'1aBa

Jlaerbim-0asHo, 6 darexom Ppareaucckom Kopoaescmaee...
Hem, ne mak.

JlasHvim-0asHo, 6 danexom [pakonvem I'opooe...

Tooice He mo.

B o6uem, 20e-mo ne 30ecov u kozoa-mo He cerivac. ..

Ja ny eac.

Bb110 u 66110, KaKue monvko cKasku 6 HCU3HU He CAYUAIOMCS.
IIpeaucioBue B KHUTe ¢ KAPTHHKAMHA
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I'maBa 1

1 BeTena JOMOiA, OKpbUIEHHAS NIEPBBIM B CBOE JKMU3HM YCIIEXOM. XOTeJIOCh IETh U CMESIThCH,
HO Tara HeHaBu/iell, Korja Mbl lymuM. HaBepHoe, eciy )KUBelllb C MAThIO J0YePbMH B HEOOJIBIIOM
J0Me, U BIPsIMb MOJKHO BO3HEHaBUJIETh 3BOHKHE A€BUYbM rojioca. Ho Kak e XoTenoch TaHIeBaTh!

Sl pucoBana Ty KapTHHY OT HEYero JieJiaTh, KOrJja Ha pblHKE IPOJaBasla OBOILM, YTO MaMa BbIpa-
mMBaJa B cay. B 3HOIHBIE Yackl MOKyMnaTesei He ObLJI0, HO MBI BCE PABHO CHJIEIIH U JKIAJIU: & BAPYT
KTO 3arisiHeT? M KynuT KOp3uHKY 100K MUTH KyJleK HoMuop. Bor 51 u prcoBana B cBOOOIHOE BpeMsl.
A Ha KOHKYpC PUCYHOK TOJjajla COBEPLIEHHO CIy4ailHO, Ha pbIHKE YBHeJIa OObSBICHUE U B BbIXO[-
HOH OTHECJIa B M3PUIO KAPTUHY.

51 naxe 3a0bl1a O TOM, YTO YYaCTBYIO, HO CETOJHS MHE ITPUILLIO IMCbMO O TOM, UTO 5 BRIMTpaJal
W He npocTo BhIMIpasia, a MOIO KAPTUHY TOBECHIIM B X0Jule Mapuu! VI peAsioKuIi IpUHECTH ApyTue
pucyHku. KoHeuHo, 9T0 He coBceM IpU3HaHKe, HO BE/Ib NIEPBbIi 11ar BBEPX M0 JIECEHKE JOCTUKEHUI.

Pucynku nexanu 1oMa, 5 efiBa J0K/J1ajachk, KOTa PbIHOK 3aKPOETCs, M MIOHECIACh JOMOM, OT
PagoOCTHOTO BO30YKAEHUS NEPENphIruBasi Yepe3 CTYIeHbKU.

— Tuddanu, Tel paHo! — KpUKHYJIa MaMa U3 KyXHHU.

— 1 Bce npopana! INpuxonuna neau Kapnuna, 3a0pana Bce sIONOKM IS MApJIOTKH Ha JIeHb
POX/IEHUS ee CTaplle JI0UYKH.

ITocraBuia B yroj KOp3MHKM M TOTYAC MOHECHACh HaBepX. MUlajime cecTpsl elle He BEepHY-
JIMCh U3 HIKOJIBI, TAK YTO B KOMHATE 51 OblJIa COBEPIIEHHO OflHA. MHe MpEeACTOsIO PelnTh, KaKue
U3 PUCYHKOB 51 OTIPABJIIO Ha BbICTaBKY. CTOMJIO MOJOMTH K BOIIPOCY OTBETCTBEHHO U BBIOpATh TPU
cambIX-caMbIX. MeiieHHO 1 iepebupaiia padotsl. Cpeiy HUX HAITUCh TIOPTPETHI — Ha PHIHOK 3aXO0-
JWJIM pa3Hble, IOPOil OYeHb UHTEPECHBIE BHEIHE oM. BbuTH neii3axu MecT, KOTOPBIX sl HUKOI/1a He
ByUjiesia. MHe HpaBUJIOCh MeuTaTh 0 HUX. Halmcer u mpocTo 3apucoBKU: 3[1aHus1, ’KUBOTHBIE, HATIOP-
MOPTHI, LIBETHI.

Sl nonro paccMarpuBaia pUCYHKH, IBITANACh BHIOpaTh TPU caMblX JioOMMbIX. HaBepHoe, BOT
3TOT, C IPAKOHOM, NapsAIUM B HeOe. JlpakoHUIA FOpoj1 pacriosarajicsi COBCEM psiIoM, OT HAC ero oT/ie-
JIsU1a JIMIIb TOpHAsI Tpsia, HeOOobIlasi, He CJIMIIIKOM BbICOKast. YacTeHbKO MOXHO OBUIO BUIETD, KAK
HaJl BepIIMHAMU NapWIU IpakoHbl. Yalle, KOHEYHO, MOOAMHOYKE, HO 51 OJHAX/Ibl BUJIEJIa aX YeTBe-
pbix!

A ellle MHE HPaBWJICS PUCYHOK C MAJIbUMKOM M KOTEHKOM. VX s BcTpeTusa Ha phIHKE, MaJlb-
YUK TIOKYTAJI Y MOJIOYHHIIBl HEOOJBIITYI0 MUCKY MOJIOKA JIIsl HOBOTO JIpyra. YK O4eHb TPOraTeIbHON
NOJTyYrJIach KapTUHKA, U MHE OBl XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI JTIOU Ha Hee OCMOTPEJIH.

— Tudpdpanu, uto THI TYT Aenaemib? — Mama Tak pe3Ko OTKpbUIA IBEPb, UTO 5 B3[IPOTHYyJA. —
10 4TO TaKoe?

— Hudero! — {1 nocrnienHo cnpsitana pucyHKH 3a CIUHY.

Poaurenu He moduim, korga s B pabouee BpeMsi BOXYCh CO CBOMMH «KAPAKYJISAMHU», KaK OHU
3TO Ha3bIBAJIM.

— [Ipumwna, naxe He ymbuiach! M k ceoum nouepkyimkam! Uro 3a 1ous s Beipactuia?! Hukakon
noMoru!

— Ho s nomoraio, mama! §I mpoziaa Bce, 4TO Thl JaBaja, 51 BECh A€Hb Ha PbIHKE cTosu1a! A ele
MO0 paOOTy BBIOpaW JIydlllei, 1 pUCYHKH OyAyT BUCETh B MIPUH. DTO K€ TaKOH IIAHC, sI CMOTY
MOCTYIUTh B aKaJEMUIO UCKYCCTB B PrkOypre, ecii MeHs1 TOpeKOMEH1yI0T !

— Ara, KOHEYHO, — Mama (pbIpKHYIa, — B PrkOypr ona coOpanack. XBaTUT CTpaiaTh epyHAOH,
3aliMHCh J€JI0M, CKOPO U3 IIKOJIBI IPUAYT AEBOYKH, X HAJO0 HAKOPMUTb. A 3TO. ..

Ona MpauyHbIM U HE NPEABELIAIIUM HUYErO XOPOILETo B3IVIAAOM OKHMHYJIA MOM PUCYHKH U
CYHIYK C IIPUHAJIEKHOCTSIMHU.
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— Ilerckue rynoctu. Tebe yke BoceMHaIATh, TOpa TyMaTh O Cephe3HBIX Belax. Buepa narma
o0maICs ¢ rocroAnHOM JJapuoHOM, Y HEro ecTh ChiH UyTh HocTapiie Te0s. Ecim BRIropuT, Bbliigenb
3aMyK, CeMbsl OUeHb Xopomasi. Yl M Hy)XxHa HOpMaJsibHasI HEBECTA, a He BUTAOIIas B oOIakax !

Oma BIpyr cxBaTuia HEOONBILON CYHIYYOK, IIe 51 XpaHWIa KPAaCKH, KUCTH M OCTATKH TACTEIH,
nojlapeHHble 0aOyIIKOM JIeT MATh Ha3a.

— Haii ciona! — Mama notsiHyJ1ach ¥ K pUCYHKaM.

Ho 4 Buenwiach B HUX MEpTBOIM XBaTKOM.

— Jaii, s cka3ana! XBaTut JymMaTh O epyHjie, CITyCTUCh ¢ HeOec Ha 3emimio, Tuddanu. Kakas u3
Te0s xygoxkaua? lyps! U Tak Bce Bpemsi TpaTuIllb, ellle MHE He XBaTaJIo Mepe/ JIIOIbMHU TO30PUThCs!

Omna cxBaTuiia MOM PUCYHKH U TIOTSIHYJIA Ha ceOsl, sl He OTITyCKaJla U JIMIIb KOT/Ia TIOHsUIa, YTOo
ceiyac Mbl pa30pBEM pe3YJIbTaThl TPYIOB MOCIEIHUX JIET, pa3kasa Majablibl. Mama 4yTh OTIIATHY-
J1ach, HO OBICTPO BBICKOUMJIA U3 KOMHATHI BHU3. A $1 32 HEe, MOJTHasi HEXOPOIIHX MOI03PEHUH.

— Mawma, otmain! Tel yTo Aenaemn?!

— To, 4TO TOIKHBI AEeIaTh POAUTEN! — OTpe3asia OHa. — XBaTuT OanoBatbes, Tuddanu, yuauch
KUTh B pealbHOM Mupe! 3a0yab O CBOMX IIYHOCTSIX, YYUCh ObITh KEHOW M XO3AAKOM !

C 3t”Mu clloBaMu MaMa ciejiajia To, 4ero 51 OT Hee He OKu/1aa.

JlioGoii poauTesb UMEET MPaBo He OJ0OPSTH pa3BieueHUs JeTer — 51 Tak AymaJa, YCIOKanBast
ce0s1, 4TO MyCTh MBI TIO-Pa3HOMY CMOTPUM Ha MCKYCCTBO, MeIIaTh MOEMY MaJICHbKOMY YBJICUCHUIO
ponutenu He ctaHyT. Ho To, 4To MpOM301ILI0 Jaliblile, packoJono MO MUp Ha JBe JyacTu. OcTaBuiIo
03371 TOPrOBJIO (PPYKTaMH U OBOIAMHU Ha PhIHKE, BOCITUTAHUE CECTEep, pelKue ON0OpHUTEbHBIC
KOMMEHTApHUH OTIIA ¥ CTPOTHE HACTABJICHUSI MaMbl O TOM, KaK OBITh XOPOIIIEH KeHOW U XO3SIHKOM.

Mama npocTo B3sij1a ¥ BBILIBBIPHYJIA MOU PUCYHKH B OT'OHb, a CJIEIOM U CYH/1yUOK.

— Her! — 41 6pocmiiack k KaMUHY, HO TpeMy4asi CMeCh, TIOJIETEBIIAs CIIE/IOM 32 €MHCTBEHHBIM
MOUM COKPOBHILIEM, ITOJIBIXHYJIA 3€JIEHBIM IUIAMEHEM U B CYUMTAHHbIE CEKYH/Ibl OT KPACOK, JIMCTOB U
Aaxe IepeBsIHHOro JOOPOTHOTO CYHIYKa OCTATUCh TOJBKO YTOJIbKH.

Co cne3aMu Ha I71a3ax sl CMOTpeJia, Kak 0OYyIJIMBAIOTCS Kpasi pUCYHKaA, TOrO CaMoro, MajlbyuKa
C KOTUKOM, 110 MAMHMHON HEOPEKHOCTH YIIABIIETO YyTh MOJAIBIIE OT TOPSIIHX MOJIEHbEB.

— 3animuck 006enom, Tuddanu, — xonoaHo ckazana Mama. — CKOpo BEPHYTCS CeCTPHI.

Korza ona ymina, s TyT %e 6pocuiiach K KaMHHY, IOracuia Iiams 1, Tys Ha MaJTbLibl, BHITAIIIIA
OCTaTKM prcyHKa. OH oOropes mo KpasM M MOKPBUICS Cakeld, HO uygoM coxpanwics. M ecim Obl
TPE3BO MBICIUTh HEe Melana o0ua, s Obl Jake Hallula B er0 HOBOM COCTOSIHMM ovapoBaHue. Kak y
CTApPUHHOTO PHCYHKA, 3a00TIMBO COXPAHEHHOTO MEX CTPAHUIL TOJICTON KHUTH.

HemHoro momMsiraB HOCOM Ha yrosibKax JIOOMMBIX KPacOK M KHUCTEH, CIpsITaB KapTHHKY B
CYMOUKY, C KOTOPO HUKOT/Ja HE paccTaBajach, sl modpena Ha KyXHIO, YTOObI MOIOTPeTh AJIsl MyIaj-
mMx cyn. MOHOTOHHOE, CKYYHOE 3aHSITUE OTKJIIOUMIIO T0JIOBY, Y BIIOTh /10 HACTYIUIEHUS] TEMHOTHI 51
BO3MJIaCh Ha KyxHe. CHauala HAaKOPMUJIa BCEX CECTEp U OTLA, KOTOPbIH ITOYEMY-TO BEPHYJICS PaHO,
a MOTOM IIepPeMbLIa 32 BCEMU TOCYY.

[Nama moGwut 10IT0 CHIETH 3a CTOJIOM, CTENIEHHO TOTJIONIAs YKHH, TaK YTO sl BOCIIONIb30BAJIACh
MOMEHTOM U BBICKOJIb3HYJIAa Ha 3a7Hee Kpbulbllo. [logpimars BO3AYXOM M MIOCMOTPETh Ha TOJIBKO-
TOJIBKO TTOSIBUBIIMECS 3BE3/IBI.

Tam, KyTKO JajieKo, KyJa MelKoM ObLJIo He JIOWTH, BUAHENUCh TOpbl. MHE BIPYr MoKasa-
JIOCh, HAJ] CHEKHBIMM [TMKAMU B BO3yX B3MBLI CHIIy3T JPAaKOHA, HO €/1Ba sl MOPTHYJIA — HABAXKIEHHE
UCYEe3JIo.

W3 KyXHM JIOHOCHIIUCH MpUIITyIIeHHbIe rojioca. OOBIYHO 51 HE MOACIYIINBANA, A2 U He ObUIO
B POOMTENILCKUX Pa3roBOpax HUYEr0 MHTEPECHOIO, HO, YCJBIILIAB CBOE UMs, 51 3aMepJia U HEBOJIBHO
HaBOCTPUJIA YIIIH.

— 4 roBopui ¢ lapuonom o Tudpdpanu. OHM npeaiaraioT IBeCTH MOHET B KAUeCTBE BBIKYTIA.

— JIBectu? — ¢ coMHeHMeM nepecrpocuia Mmama. — Manosato, Tuddanu geBouka kpacusas,
XO3MCTBEHHAs. 3a AMaJIMIO HEJABHO OTAAJIM ISITHCOT.
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— MapuoH HeOorat, a CbIH y Hero BechMa U BechMa XOPOIIl cCOO0M. 3a Takoro u 0e3 BhIKyIa MHO-
rve JEeBYIIKY MOWAYT He pa3ayMbiBasi. Tak 4To ylapuiiu 1o pykam, 4epe3 MecsI] ChIrpaeM CBaab0y.

S mouyBCcTBOBAIA, KaK KPOBb MPHJIKJIA K 1iekaM. COBCEM He OT CMYITIEHHs], XOTsI raria 1 00MoJI-
BUWJICS, UTO 5KEHUX Xoportl codoit. Ho Mbl Beap naske He oOmanuch! Kak MoxkHO Urpath cBaib0y, eciu
JKEHUX U HeBeCTa ¥ MMEH JIPYT pyra He 3HaloT?! A TJIaBHBII BOITPOC — KaK MOTYT POIUTENHN TaK JIETKO
pemars Mol cyas0y 6e3 Moero yuactus?

BenymmBasich B poauTeIbCKUe rooca, 51 Aake 3a0blia, KaK AbIIaTh.

— Tonbko 661 Tuddanu Huvero He ucropruna. Eil yxke ITaBHO mopa JayMaTh O CEMbe, a OHA
BCE BO3UTCS CO cBoMMH prcyHKamu! CerogHs 3asBWIa, YTO XOUYET pa3BeCUTh KapaKyld B MIPUH,
NpeacTaBJsielb?

— Kakoii mo3op, — pazapaxeHHo mpoOypyai otell. — Most 1oub He OyieT, Kak KaKOW-TO YITUIHBINA
0e31eIbHUK, TOProBaTh MOYepKyIIKamMu!

— 41 ckazasia eii TO ke camoe M COXKIJIa BECh 3TOT MYCOP.

— Hy u npaBusnbHo. [TogyeTcst, MOTOM BBIIET 3aMYK, a JIET yepe3 AeCsATh, KOrJa MOSIBITCS CBOU
aeTH, ckaxeT cniacu0o. Crneau TaM 3a Held, BO3bMETCSI OISITh 32 KapaKy/H — sl 00eIall, YTO BHIIOPIO.
W Bemopro! [Ipugymana eme, nosopuie!

Sl oTHOBpEMEHHO M Pa303/IuIachk, U 00uaeach. [laxke ecim yepes IecsTh JIeT s, B OKPYKEHUH
Ky4H JieTell, Ha KyXHe YIOTHOTO JJOMa ¥ B KOMIIAaHUM JIIOOSIIIET0 MyXka CKaxy pOOUTessM criacuoo 3a
YCTPOEHHYIO CBab0y, CIacuO0 3a COXKEHHbIE PUCYHKH OHU BPSIJL JIM YCIIbIIIIAT.

Jla uM faxe B TOJIOBY He MPUIILIO, YTO ChIH rocronuHa JlaproHa MoxeT ObITh BOBCE HE IPOTHB
pucoBanusi! M — 9Ka HEBUIAb-TO! — MOXeET ObITh U MPOTHUB, HO MIO3BOJIUT MHE CAMOM pelliaTh, Kak
s1 Oy/ly MpOBOAMTH CBOOOIHOE BpeMs. [lare ¢ MaMo# Takue TUKOCTH ObUTH HEBEIOMBI, OHU 3aCTPSLITH
B Tiporiom aecsatuietun! S Bcio ku3Hb MeuTana o PuxkOypre. [oBopsT, TaM COBCeM MHA4Ye OTHOCH-
JIMCh K TaKMM, Kak s. PkOypr — KpynHBIA rOpoJI, 9TO HE JIePEeBHSI, B KOTOPOM BCEM JI0 BCETO eCThb
neno. B PuxOypre MOXHO 3aTepsThCsl, TaM HUKTO HE MOXET 3aCTaBUTh BHITH 3aMyXk 32 HE3HAKO-
MOTO MapHs.

A s Bep Hayuwmiach He TpeboBarh HIUero! [ToHumaa, 4To y Mambl € Marou mAaTh JoYepei u
MIPOKOPMUTD BCEX HAC, OIETh M 000TpeTh He Tak-To pocTo. [ToMorara, Ha peIHKE CTOsIa, 32 CECTPAMHU
crenuia. A o cBabOe y3Hasa, TOJICTYIIAB YyXKOW pa3roBop!

1 cHOBa MOBEpHYJIACh K TopaM. XOpOIIIO, HABEPHOE, OBITh APAKOHOM. . . B3MbIBaTh B HE0O, CMOT-
PETh C BHICOTHI Ha rOpoj1. [IpakOHOB 3aMy>K HACHJIBHO HE BBIJIAIOT, Y IPAKOHOB HE OTOMPAIOT PUCYHKH.

B cymouke Ha mosice Jieskanm OOropeBIIUil pUCYHOK. [leHer, Kpome mapbsl MOHET, KOTOpbIe
BBIPYUMJIa 32 IOMOIIb OOTraToM CTapyIliKe Ha ppIHKe, He ObL10. Ho 3aT0 MOSIBIIIOCH OTPOMHOE XKeJlaHue
repeMaxHyTh Yepe3 XWJICHbKUI 3a00pYMK H. .. pBaHYTh Ky/a I71a3a saadaT. Jloexats Kak-HHOYIb O
PuwxOypra, mepekaHTOBaThCss HEMHOT'O ¥ TIOIPOOOBATH IOCTYIHUTH B AKaIEeMHIO UCKYCCTB. Tam aayT
MeCTO B OOINEKUTUH, a ele ropof OOJIBIION, s CMOTY MpOJaBaTh PUCYHKHU WIHM JiefiaTh OBICTphIE
MOPTPETHI B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib MapKe, 5 3Hal0, TaK JesaloT!

3710CTh, CMEIIaHHAsl C JOCAAO0N U JIETKUM CTPaxoM Tepel] HeU3BECTHOCTHIO B UYKOW CEMbeE,
TOJIKaJa BIEepe/l, IenTaja Ha yxo KoBapHble ciioBa: «beru, Tuddganu! 1o ke Tak npocro! [Touemy
OHM pelaiT, Kak Tede uTh? Heyxkenu Tl Masio cziesasia B TIOMOIIb CEMbE, UTO HE 3aCTyKUBACIIIb
Jlake YeCTHOTO pa3roBopa?»

[NonpaBimmck MOpBIBY, s METHYJIACh K KaJHMTKe, OECIIyMHO €€ OTBOpHJIA M BBICKOUMJIA HA
TeMHyIo ynuily. He ObUTo HUM cTpaxa rnepel HeM3BECTHOCThIO, HU COMHEHMI. Bcee Kazaioch Takum
MPOCTHIM: JIOUTHU JI0 OKPAWHBI, B3ATh OWJIET Ha MOCJICHNUE JEHBI'HM, CAMbI JIelieBblid. VI ymMuaThcs
HaBCTpeuy MeuTe, OepeskHO XpaHs B CyMOUYKe OOPBIBKU JTIIOOMMOTO Jiefia.

S cTpemriiaB Hecslach IO HOYHBIM yauiaM. [1oBe3sio, 4To ropoJoK CHOKOMHBIN: sI BCTpEeTUsIa
JMIIb OPOISUYIO KOIIKY, UYTO C BUSTOM YHECJach 4epes3 IIEJKY B KAaKOM-TO 3a00pe, U 3a103/JaBIIero
donapimka. Tor HeoqOOPUTETHHO Ha MEHSI MOKOCUIICSI, HO HUYEro He CKa3all, 1a U sl TOTYaC CKpbI-
J1ach B TEHH.
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Ha cranumu, oT KOTOPOW OTXOAWJIM SKHIAXU A0 PuxkOypra, s TKHYJach K MPOJaBIy Oue-
ToB. CTaHIuei HeOOJIbIIIOe OTHOITAKHOE KAMEHHOE 3/IaHMe Ha3BaTh MOXHO OBUIO C TPYAOM, HO Halll
ropoJ CTOsLT Ha rpaHuile PpaHTIMCCKOro KOPOJIeBCTBA, Jalibilie — ToJbKO pakonsu [opsl, a Tyma
HUKTO B 3[[paBOM yMe He coBajics. [103ToMy 1 yexaTh MOXKHO ObLIO JIUIIb OJHUM ITyTEM.

— MoxHo 6unet 1o PuxOypra? — mompocunia s

— BuseToB HeT! — PHIKHYJIM MHE U3 OKOIIIEYKa.

— Kak ner?!

K TakoMy moBOpoTy XHM3Hb MEHsI HE TOTOBHJIA. 3aueM BCEM CPOYHO MOHAT0OMIIOCH 10 Prk-
Oypra?

— bimkaiimmii skunax 3aBTpa B yac!

Hy Bce, 310 KOHel. [lo yaca qHsSI MHE TIPOCTO Herjie mepecuaeTb. Moe OTCyTCTBHE HaBEepHSIKa
yxke oOHapy kv, Bpsa v nama cpa3y goragaercs, 4to s coexaa Ha CTaHIIO, HO. .. MOU TIOPTPETHI
yXke K yTpy OyayT pa3Belanbl Ha Bcex crondax! M torna MHe He TO UTO OWJIET He MPOAAayT, MEHS
3a yXO K poauTesIsiM npuTaniar!

B GeccritbHOM 3710CTH 1 TIHYJTA CKAMEHKY | 3arphirajia Ha OJHOM HOTe: OT OOJIM Ha I1a3ax BBICTY-
WA CJIE3BI.

— Jla n1pakoHbIO X MaTh!

XOpoI10, 9YT0 HUKTO HE CIBIIAN, KaKk OJaroBOCHHMTaHHAs JAEBOYKA C PBIHKA pyraercs, Kak
MOCJIEAHNN ITOJABaJIbIINK.

Uro nenars? 4 He MMesa HA MaJISHINEro MOHSTH A, BBIIILIA HA YJIUITY U OITYCTUJIACh HA CKAMEHKY,
YTOOBI TOPACKUHYTh HEMHOI'O MO3raMU. 3JI0CTh Ha POIUTESIel He MPOoIIlia, HO HEMHOTO YJIersach, u
sI CMOIJIa TPE3BO OIEHUTh COAESTHHOE.

UYro, Bo3Bpatarscsi? 3a0bITh O pucoBaHNHM, O PrkOypre, BHIATH 32 HE3HAKOMOT'O TAPHSI, YTOObI
ponuTeNnsaM aanu aBectd MoHeT? Hu yueObl, HU aka/JieMuM, HY IIAHCA HA MHTEPECHYIO XU3Hb. OT
KpacoK M KapaHJAIlel OCTAaHyTCS TOJBLKO BOCTIOMHHAHMS, KaK U OT CHJIYSTOB JIPAKOHOB Ha (hOHE
3BE3/IHOrO Heba.

Takol BapuaHT MEeHsI KATETOPUUYECKH HE YCTparBaJl, HO BBIXO/IA 51 He BUjiena. Pa3Be uto uymom
yZacTcsi JOCUAETh A0 o0esia U BCe Xke MONacTh B SKUMax?

Ha mMoe cyacTbe HUKTO — a MMMO MeHsI 3a TIapy 4acoB MPOIILIM BCETO HECKOJIBKO YEIOBEK — He
3aMHTEPECOBAJICS OIMHOKOM JIEBYIIIKOM, CUASAIIEN HA CKAMEWKe BO3JIe CTaHIUH.

Jlerkuii HOUHOM BETEPOK MPUHEC O] HOTH KAKYI0-TO MOMSATYIO JIUCTOBKY. 3a4eM-TO 51 HAKJIO-
HWIACh U TIOJHSIIA ee C 3eMJIH, a TIOTOM, B CJJa0OM CBeTe Kadarlerocsi (hoHapsi, BUMTAIACh B HAITHU-
CaHHOe.

«JlamMbl ¥ TOCTOAa, KUTENIM HAIero ciaaBHOro ropopa! ToMbKO CeromHs M TOJBKO ceilvac Ha
[JIABHOM TUTOIIA/I TIPOKIET MpecTaBlIeHre KaHAUIATOK JIJISl y4acTusl B OTOOpe HeBeCT ISl CAMOTO
HacTosero npakoHa Busepna! Jlydiue BembMbl CO BCeX YroiikoB ®paHIITUCCKOTO KOPOJICBCTBA
OCTAHOBSTCS y HAC TIepe]l PeIIaloNvM I1aroM B OMTBY 3a MOYETHOE MECTO CYNPYrW BeJMUYaMIlero
IpakoHa!»

Oro, BOT 3TO pa3BiicueHHE ISl IPOBUHITUAIBHOTO TOPOIUINKH. A 51 U HE 3HAJIa, YTO CErOIHS
MPECTABIISIN KaHIWIATOK Ha OTOOP, BeCh JieHb MpoOblIa Ha peiHKe. Hy ma, mexay [pakoHbuMu
I'opamu 1 PpaHITIMCCKUMM KOPOJIEBCTBOM TOJIBKO OHA OCTAHOBKA: HAIll TOpoA. Sl ciplasa 4ro-To
00 oTOOpax HEBECT, B OCHOBHOM 3TO ObLJIa TPaIUIIs OOraThIX poIOB. B IIkoJie HamM paccKa3bIBaIH,
YTO B JIaBHUE BpEeMEHa CHJIbHBIE Mar IMEHHO ITyTeM OTOOPOB BHIOMpan ceOe CUIbHBIX Marnvek B
keHbl. Tak, MOJI, IETH POKAAINCH TATaHTIMBEE U CUJIbHEE.

Cama s k Marum obparaiach Ha «Bbl», a BOT 0a0yIka ObUla HacTosIIEH BeapMoi. B Momono-
CTU OYCHb XOPOIIECHBKOM, s BUJeJIa MOPTPETHI, & B CTAPOCTU — YBakaeMo 1 MyApoid. B ee cyHayke
XPaHMJIMCh BEAbMOBCKAs IUTATIA ¥ METJIa — UX MHE TPOTaTh CTPOrO-HACTPOTO 3aIpeliaiiy, a BMECTE C
HUMU U TIPUHAJICKHOCTH /TSI PUCOBAHUs, KOTOPBIE B UTOTe JOCTAIMCh MHe. M cropeny B TiaMeHu
KaMHHa.
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O npakoHe XOAWJIO MHOTO CIIyXOB, HO BPSi/ JIU OH CXKUTAJI PUCYHKH CBOMX kKeH. U Bpsn nu
3aCTaBJIsl OIaroBepHYI0 TOProBaTh Ha phIHKE si0okamu. M 3a opaBoii eTell CIeAuTh He IPUXOIH-
JIOCh. .. XOTs HET, C IETbMHU S TIOTOPSTYMIIACh, JETH €CTh B 00SI3aHHOCTSX 000 skeHbl. Ho Bce ke
Ky/ia JIydilie BOCOHUTBHIBATh UX B POCKOIITHOM 3aMKe, a He B KPOIIEYHOM JJOMHUKE C He MeHee Kpoley-
HBIM CaJTUKOM.

[Noka s pa3mbIIUIsIa HA CTOPOHHKE TEMBI, BOJIHEHHE HEMHOTO YJIerIoch. BO3MOXHO, 51 1 cMory
nepecuIeThb J10 Yacy aHs1. Eciu npaBuiibHO BHIOEpY MeCTo. ..

Mowu MBICTH TIPEpBaIA TPOMKHE BCXJIMITH HETOJAJIEKY.

— Her 6uneroB! — cHOBa pasjasicsi ronoc mpojaBIia.

Psnom co MHOUM Ha JTaBOYKY IUTIOXHYJACh TEMHOBOJIOCAS IEBYIIIKA B CUMIIATUYHOM YEPHOM
JOPOXKHOM ILJIATHUIIE C KOKETIIMBOM OCTPOKOHEUHOM ILISNON, YKPAIIIEHHOU ByaJlblo. YMEIOT ke JIIOAU
pbLIATh C IJIATOYKOM HAaroToBe.

JleBulia peBesa Tak TPOMKO M NMPOHUKHOBEHHO, YTO 51 HEBOJIBHO MPOHUKJIACH K HEH COUYB-
crBueM. U naxe nepecrana ceds kanetb. [Toxoxe, el ObUIO elle Xyxe, Y4eM MHe.

— ¥ Bac 4TO-TO CIy4MIIOCH? — CIIPOCHIIA 51.

Bortpoc b1 TTymibliA, Bpsi[I JIU Y€JI0BEK, Y KOTOPOTo BCe B MOpPsiIKe, OyaeT Tak poiaath. [lostomy
JEBYIIIKA KaK-TO CTPAaHHO Ha MEH:I MMOKOCUJIACh ¥ HE TO XPIOKHYJIA, HE TO BCXJIUITHYJA.

— Jla-a-a! — npoBbUIa, MOBEPHYBIIUCH KO MHE.

Kocmernka pa3mazanack, HOC OITyX, OT ITPABOTO I71a3a OTKJICUSIMCh PECHUIIBI — HY TMPSIMO IHCa-
Has KpacaBuna. K cloBy, 51 ee paHbllie y HaC He BUZENA, KaK Takas KpacoTKa-BebMa MOTJIa IPOUTH
MHUMO MeHs?

B3 cHOBa yIian Ha JIUCTOBKY.

— To1 u3 31X ! Heect npakona!

Hesnakomka cHOBa 3apeBena.

— OHHM XOTAT MEHS 3aMy-y-YK, a OWJIETOB He-e-eT!

— ITonumaro. M1 MeHs1 XOTAT 3aMyX.

— 3a gpakona?

— Her. 3a myxuka. Erie Heu3BecTHO, 4TO Xyxke.

— CnpammBaenis! Koneuno npakon! OH xke sitmepunia! A s1... s Apyroro Jioomo, TOHUMaeIib?
MBI ¢ HUM TIOKEHUThCS XoTeNu! A Tiara Kak yrpeTcs: ObITh JKEHOU IpaKoHa MPECTHKHO! A 5 He X0uy
MIPECTUKHO, 51 XOUY CYACTIIMBO-0-0!

— Hy nagHo-nagHo, He peBu. S Toke X04y CUaCT/IMBO, Aa HE JAI0T.

— ThI TOXe MOOUIIIL IPyroro? — JIUIO BeJbMOYKH MPOsICHUIIOCH. — Kak 51 — cBoero ['mneona?

— Her, s noka o060 ToMbKO prUcoBaTh. A MaMa BHIOPOCHJIA BCE MOU KPACKU M PUCYHKHU.

— [Touemy? V Tebs Tak 1I0X0 MOMYYanoch?

— Yero cpazy mioxo, — cjerka oouenach s1. — Xoporino. [laxke B KoHKypce nodenuna. [Ipocto
POIUTENIN CYMTAIOT, YTO AEBYIIKA JOJKHA OBITh XOPOILEH KEHON U XO35HKOH, a He XylIokHuUIen. U
KeHrxa MHe nofpickami. OH, KOHEYHO, He IPaKOH, HO M Ha JIIDOOBb BCEH JKM3HU HE MOXOXK. XOTS 5
ero TMOYTH He BUjIeNa, MOITOMY MOHSTHS He MMel0, Ha KOTO MMEHHO OH MOXOX. BOT moimMaiot MeHs,
BBIJIA/IYT 3aMyK, U Oyy BapuTh JeTer  poxarsb oopu. Tedy, Ha000pOT.

MBbI ApyXHO B3/I0XHYJIU, IOUYBCTBOBAB HEOOBIYATHOE €/IMHEHME.

— W 4t0 genarp? — 6e3 0coOO¥ HAEK Bl CIIPOCHIIA MOSI HOBas, TIOKa elle Oe3bIMsSHHAs, 3Ha-
KOMasl.

4 3agymanace. baOymika yumna BUIETh pelleHus] B TOM, YTO Hac OKpyxkaer. «Tuddanu, —
rOBOpPMJIA OHA, — KOTJIa CyAb0a MOAKUIBIBAET TeOe MCIbITaHNe, OHa OOBIYHO JaeT U KJII0Y K Hemy. Kak
MPaBWJIO, OH OOJITaeTCs PSMO Tiepe]] TBOUM HOCOM, HY’KHO TOJIBKO HAyUYUThCSI BUAETh 3HAKU».

W s yBunena. C HOT J10 TOJIOBBI OCMOTpEIa COCEKY, 0CO00 3aJep/KaBIINCh HA IUISTIKE.

— A-Hy, IOTHUMHUCK! — IOTpedoBaa 1.
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MBbI OKa3aJIMCh OYTH OHOTO pocta. O0e C ryCThIMHU, CJIeTKa BHIOITMMUCS KaIlITAaHOBBIMU BOJIO-
camu. ToJbKO HOCBHI OBUTH Pa3HbIe: Y BeJbMbI — TPSIMOU ¥ C TOPOUHKOM, a Y MEHsI MaJIeHbKUH U CJIeTKa
KyPHOCBIF. A B OCTaJILHOM, TIOKaJTyH, HAC BIIOJTHE MOKHO OBUIO TIEpeIyTaTh.

[IpaBaa, ciibsiHY ¥ B TEMHOTE, HO JUIsl MOETO TUIaHA M TAKOE CXOZICTBO BITOJIHE CTOIUTCHI.

— Pazpesaiicsa! — ckomangoBana 1.

Benpma nobnenHena.

— 3auem?

— Bynem mensthcs. S crany T000i, a Tl — MHOU. [ToMoxem Apyr apyry. YTpoM Bce HAYHYT
MCKaTh MEHSI, HO sI YK€ yJiedy B 3aMOK JJpaKoHa. A Thl CIIOKOMHO JOKIEIIbCS IKUMaka Ha PrxOypr
Y BepHENIbCs K cBoeMy [ uaeony.

— l'uneony, — nonpasuia MeHs AeByIIKa. — A uto Oyaet ¢ Todoi? Bee Beap Bckpoercs!

— Pa36epych, — ormaxHynachk 1. — Hy? Xodems 3aMyx 3a ipakoHa uim 3a ['aeona?

— I'mneona.

— Ila xoTb 3a Koro. Mensiemcsi?

Benpma penmrensHo KuBHYMA. MeHst oxBatui azapt. Cymaciieanias aBaHTIopa, HO BAPYT cpa-
6otaer? MHe Obl TONBKO Tiepeceub dpakoHbu [Opel, a TaMm 51 IpUIyMalo, Kak pacropsiAuThCs MOMy-
YeHHOU cBOOOION. He coxkpeT e MeHs 3TOT JIpaKkoH.

OrnsapIBasich 1 HEpBHUYAS!, MBI TOPOTUIMBO MEHSITUCH ONIesK101. UepHoe BeIbMOBCKOE IUIaThe
U [UISTA CeJM KaK BIUTHIE, & BOT TY(IM MPHUIIUIOCh OCTABUTH CBOM: pa3Mep y Hac ObUT pa3HbIM.

— MeHs1 30ByT A3anusi, — peAcTaBuiach AeBylka. — U s temHast BeibMa. DTo Ha Cyvai, eciu
K TeOe OyayT ImpucTaBaTh C BopocaMu. Thl yBepeHa, 4YTO CMOKEIb M300pa3uTh BeAbMY ?

— KoneuHo, — ormaxHysnachk 5. — baOymka MHOromy MeHs1 Haydwia. 1 naxke ymer0 HEMHOTO
KOJIJIOBaTh, MpaB/a, Iara 3arpemniaeT, MOTOMY YTO Y MOMX 3aKJIMHAHUU Bcerjaa HempeacKasyeMble
MOCJIeICTBHSI.

— Yepe3s Ba yaca Hac 3a0epyT OT TOCTEBOT'O IOMa, ThI JOJKHA OBITH TaM. Jlenaii Buj1, 9To mpocTo
BBIIILIA TIPOTYJISATHCS.

JIBa yaca — 310 oTIMYHO! 3a JBa Yaca poIUTeNu He yCreloT 000ekaTh TopoJl B MOUCKAX MEHS.
Ecnu noBe3ser, nmponaBell Ha CTAHIMY YIAET OTCHINATLCS, €T0 CMEHUT JAPYrOi, U HUKTO HE y3HAET O
TOM, 4TO JIBE€ OUEHb MMOXOXKHE JEBYIIKU CHICIN Ha CKaMelKe ¥ OOMEHHMBAJIMCh TUIAThsIMH. A JIaxe
€CJIM U Y3HAIOT, TO s Oyay Jaieko, 3a [Ipakonsumvu ['opamu.

— Xouerb, 51 Te0s MPOBOXY? — MPeAJIOKUIA A3amus.

INoka mbI 1111, oHa GonTaia 6e3 yMonky. Kaxercsi, ee HacTpoeHre U3PsAHO MOBBICUIIOCH TIOCTIE
TOr0, KaK MHE B TOJIOBY TPHIIUIA CBET/Ias Uiesl MOMEHSIThCsl MecTaMy. Ho B OTMH MOMEHT OHa 3aMOJI-
Yajia Ha CepeJHe CJI0BA M PEe3KO HBIPHYIA B OMMKalImii iepeysok. S1 odGepHyach, xotena ObUIo ee
OKJIMKHYTb, HO CUJIbHAsI PyKa yXBaTHJIa MEHSI 3a JIOKOTb.

— Bor BbI rie! Azanus, Hazieloch, Bbl HE COOUPAJIMCH ClieaTh IyNnocTh? — §1 UCIyraHHO BbITa-
parmiack Ha MoJiozioro napss. OH ObUT YyTb CTapilie MeHsI U CMOTPeJT OMHOBPEMEHHO pa3/ipakeHHO
¥ ocykaarorie. 9 TOYHO Tak ke CMOTpesia Ha HAIKOIUBIINX MIIA/IIIAX CECTEp, 3a MPOJETIKH KOTOPBIX
YacTo BJIETAJIO MHE.

PemmuB, yto sydrre Ob1 MHE TIOMOJTYATh — BAPYT STOT MapeHb 3HAET rojIoC MOETO JBOMHUKA,
s IOMOTaJIa TOJIOBOW. Bpsid i 3T0 ObUT e 3HAKOMBIM, IIOTOMY YTO Ja’ke BOJIM3M OH HE 3aMEeTHI
pasHuLbl. O4eBUAHO, OH UAESHTU(PULIMPOBAT €€ TOJIBKO MO IUIATHIO.

— Bot 1 3ameyaresbHO, — apeHb He PacCTPOMJICS, He YCIIBIIIAB OTBETa. — Bl BeJjb 3HaeTe, UTO
Yyepe3 yac ¢ HeOOBIIIMM MBI OTIpaBiisieMcs. S MOIKeH JOCTaBUTh BAC K JIPAKOHY U OTYUTATHCS TIEPE/]
BammuMm otioM. [loxkanyiicta, HUKyaa OOJbIlie He XOIHTe.

Hacrosimmas Azanus pacTBOprIIach B paccBeTe, Mcuesiia, CJIOBHO €€ M He BCTPEYaIoch Ha MOEM
MyTH. «YIOpPXHYNA K XKEHUXY», — MOLYMaJIOCh HEMHOTO TOCKJIMBO. [lopyra mo HecyacTsio jietesna
HABCTpeUy CYaCT/IMBOM KU3HU, a BOT 51 — B HEM3BECTHOCTD.
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I'maBa 2

Bmecre ¢ mapHeM Mbl AOLUIM JO €AMHCTBEHHOTO B FOPOJE T'OCTEBOrO AOMa. Y KpbLIbLA YKe
coOpasach LieJiast TOJma: AEBATh JIEBUII, ¥ BO3JIE KaXK/I0W MapeHb-TeJIOX PaHUTEIb.

— Bce HopmaieHO! I ee Hames. OHa IPOCTO JblIlIana CBEXKUM BO3IYXOM B MapKe! — KpUKHYJI
MO IPOBOXKATHIN.

OH HacTOMYMBO MOANMXHYJI MEHA K OCTAJIBHBIM. S ncnogTumnika paccMarpuBaila HeBecT. Bme-
CTE CO MHOM CTOSUIU AECSATD JIEBYILEK, BCE BEIbMbI, BCE B OCTPOKOHEUYHBIX IIIANKAX C ByaJIsIMU U BCE
Kak Ha 1mopdoop co ckopOHBIM BuioM. Kak onHa, BeIbMbl IIMbIraid HocaMu. HecKombko JieByIIieK,
HE CTECHSSICh, PEBEJH, OCTaJIbHBIE MPOCTO BHIIVISIACTN TaK, CIOBHO JIETEIU HE Ha OTOOp HeBecT (a
OH, €C/IM BEPUTb BCE TOMY K€ YUUTEJIO, CIIBUI MEPOIIPUATUEM PA3THUYHBIM U 1JI51 HEBECT KpaiiHe
BBITO/IHBIM), & Ha TIOXOPOHBI.

— CrpaiHo-To Kak! — 3a MOIO pyKy CXBaTHJIaCh XyJeHbKasl OneJHasI IeByIIKa.

Ona cMyTuHIIack, Korna s 00epHyJach, U pazxaia JieJsHble Najblbl.

— W3BuHW, 1 ciyyaiiHo.

— Huuero, — ynpiOHys1ach 5. — Moskelb JepXkarbcs 32 MeHsl, eCii Tebe CTaHeT Jierye.

— IIpaBaa? — ¢ HajiexA0M CIIpOCKIIA OHA U TYT e, He JA0XKMIAsCh OTBETa, MEPTBOM XBATKON
BLETIMJIACh B MO JIOKOTb.

M#I ¥ K KapeTe Tak IUTH. YBEPEHHO — 51, CTapasich KaKk MOXHO ObICTpee yOpaThcsi U3 ropona
Y TIBITasiCh HE JymMaTh O TOM, 4TO cOeraio B JIOTOBO JIpakoHa (TOxe Tak ceOe mepcriektuna). 1 most
CITyTHHUIIA — YIIUPAsCh KaOMyKaMy B KaMEHHYI0 MOCTOBYIO. MOXHO OBUIO MOAyMaTh, 4TO 3TO S e
CHJIKOM 3aCTaBJISIIO €XaTh Ha OTOOpP.

— He mory Te6st TammTh, — IMKHYJA 51, U AeBYIIKA PSIIOM 3aceMeHnna 4yTh 6oapee. [Ipaaa,
y KapeTbl Ha Hee CHOBA HarlaJl apajiny, ¥ Mbl 3aCTPSUIH B ABEPSIX.

Omna nepxanace 3a MEHs, IIOTOMY S HE MOIJIAa 3aJI€3Th B KapeTy, a caMa JEBYIIKA CIOBHO
IpuInIuia K MOcToBoi. ITpoGieMy Mbl permim BMecTe ¢ COpOBOXKJAIOLIMM HAC TO JIX KYpaTOpoM, TO
JIM OXpaHHHUKOM. ] OTSIHYIa IEBUITY 32 pyKaB, a OH MOATOJKHYJ c3aau. [asblie Bce momnuio 6oapee.

MB&I BrieTenH B KapeTy M TUTIOXHYJIMCh Ha MSTKHE, OUeHb YAO0OHbIe cuieHus. CnenoM 3a HaMu
BIIOPXHYJIY €IlIe YEThIPE MEPENyraHHble AeBULBI Pa3HbIX MacTerd. Co3gaBajoch BlieUaIEHUE, YTO y
ApaKkoHa He ObUIO OIPE/ICIEHHOTO BKyca, HY WM MOAOMPal eMy HEBECT KTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO MOCTO-
POHHUI, KOTOPbIA HaXBaTajl MEPBbIX MOMABIIMXCA KaHIUIATOK — BAPYT KTO-TO W3 MPEJIOKEHHBIX
NOHpaBUTCS. [[pakoH BOOOIIE YeIoBEUECKMX BeAbM XOTh pa3 Buzen? Wi cunran, 4to camasi cekcy-
aJIbHAasl YacTh TeJla BeAbMbI — 1uisna’? Mpl yceamch Tpoe Ha ABOe 3a HEOOIBIIUM cToiMKoM. U ncrry-
FaHHO JPYr Ha Apyra yCTaBUJIUCh.

— Tuddanu, — npeacraBuIach 1.

— BanuHa. .. — muckHyzna Mosi 3HaKOMasl.

— JleByIIKH, — B KapeTy 3aryIsHy/ CBETIOBOJIOCHII YIBIOUMBbIN MapeHb, KOTOPBIN 0 9TOrO Tak
ynauHo nogcaaui Bamuny. — [IpuHuMaiite nepBble NOJapKy OT JpaKoHa.

Ha cronuke nepen HaMu NOSBUIKCH: Tapesika ¢ (PpyKTaMH, ABe OyTBUIKM UTPUCTOTO b(pUii-
CKOTO BMHA M OOKaJIbl HA TOHKMX HOXKKaX.

—9T0 YTOOBI MyTh HE OBbUT YTOMUTEBHBIM, — IOIMUTHYJI [TAPEHb, U IEBYILKU 3aYJIbIOAIUCE.

— O, OyxJIMIIKO! — paJOCTHO BbIJAJIa OJTHA.

Ha nee ycraBucs B usymiienun. C Buay OyayIiasi KOHKypCcaHTKa Ka3ajlach YOIIOPHOM, C Ipsi-
MOW OCaHKOW M HaJMEHHbIM B3IJIS/IOM.

— I — Jlekcn. Ckpacum Haill MyTh K CTPALIHOMY YEIlyW4aTOMy MOHCTPY? — HE pacTepsulach
OHa M OTCAJIIOTOBAJIA IBYMSI 3aKPHITHIMH Oy THIJIKAMH, KOTOPBIE JiepKajia 32 TOPJIBIIIKY.
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— Jlymaerib, HaC XOTAT HAMOUTb, YTOOBI SAIEP HAJ HAMH HaApyrayicsi? — ¢ y’KacoM yTOYHMIIA
MyXJieHbKast OJIOHAMHKA, MPOTruBasi 6oka. OHa 3aHs1a MECTO psiIoM co MHO#U 1 BanuHoit. Tounee,
9TO MBI IPUTYJIWIIMCH PSAOM ¢ Held. [TotoMy, 4To 3aHMMasa OHa CO CBOMMHU TIBIIITHBIMEU (hOpMaMU U
100KaMU aKKypar TIOJIOBUHY CHJICHHS.

— 4 muth He Oyay, — MPE3PUTENBHO MO KaJla TyObl pycOBOJIOCAs KPYIJIONUIIAst IEBYIIIKA HAIPO-
tiB. Ha Hee mocMoTpenu, Kak Ha Iypy.

— Hy a yro? — OHa cmyTmiack. — Bapyr BUHO oTpaBiieHo?

— Koneuno, — ¢oipknyna Jlekcu. — JIpakoH xeT BMecTO HeBecT MepTBeuuHy. Ilei yx, He
BBIIIEHIPUBAKCSI.

PycoBorocast yske BO3MYIIEHHO OTKpbLIa ObLIO pOT, HO JIEKCH MacTepcKu CripaBuUiIach ¢ Oy ThUI-
KO U IEAPO MJIECHY/Ia 30I0TUCTOM KUIKOCTH B ONMMKANIIHIA OOKas, KOTOPBIA TYT ke CYHYJIU B PyKH
HECTOBOPYMBOI1 JEBULIE.

— A Tl TJIe TaKk Hay9IUJIach? — 3aBUCTIIMBO MPOTSAHYJIA Bee ernle OneHas BanvHa.

— B nmaHcuoHe 651aropoiHbIX JIEBHII, KOHEYHO XKe.

— 51 nymana, Tam y4ar gepxarhb CIIUHKY MPSIMO, UTPaTh Ha KJIABECHHE U HE AEP3UTh. ..

— Hy... 310, — Jlekcu KuBHYJIa B CTOPOHY OOKAaJIOB, — BHEKJIACCHBIE 3aHSTHS.

INocne Toro Kak pacnuim nepBylo OyTBUIKY, CTaJIO0 HECKOJIBbKO Becesiee. Kapery nmoTpsixuBaio
Ha MOIIIEHOU IOpOre, Mbl 33/I0pPHO TOIIPHITMBAIN HA IMBAHYMKAX U MBITAIMCDH IPU 3TOM HE TIPOJIUTh
TIeHsIIIieecsl BUHO, BECbMa MPUSTHOE Ha BKYC. BripoyeM, MOl OIbIT 3HAKOMCTBA C HAITUTKOM OBLT HE
TaKUM OOTraThiM, KaK y PyKOBOJISIIIEH MPOILIECCOM pacruTus JIekcH.

Cocenky 1o AMBaHYMKY OBICTPO 3axmeJiend. BasmHa mprKopHyaa y MeHs Ha Tuieue, a MbIITHO-
Tesast OJIOHAMHKA 3aMETHO MOpo30Benia. OTHOCUTENILHO TPE3BBIMH OCTAIUCh TONBKO JIeKkcu, KoTopast
MMesia 3aKaJIKy, ee pycoBOJIOcasi COCe/IKa — Ta JIMIIb Mpuryouia u3z 6okana, u s. Bo Mue, BUauMo,
BCTJIM Ha 3aIIUTY pa3yMa ManeHbKUHBI FTeHbI. A MOKET OBITb, e1lle He OTCTYMUBIIHI cTpax. [TosTomy
aJIKOrosb MeHsi He Opai. Hy uiam MHe Tak Ka3ajoch.

INoka Bce 3HAKOMMIIUCH, 51 TTPO ceOsl MOBTOPsiJIa MMEHa MOAPYT MO OTOOPY, YTOOI He 3a0bITh
Kakoe-HUOY/Ib B CaMblil HEJIOBKUI MOMEHT.

denucus — pycas, ¢ IPAMBIM HOCOM U OJIeIHOM KOXel — OblTa Jouepblo cynp. OHa XxoTena
MOMTH TIO CTOMAaM OTIIa ¥ OCKOPOMJIACH [0 TIIYOWHBI OyIIH, KOTJIa POAUTENb, 1aKe He 3ayMaBIINCh,
OTIPaBUJI €€ Ha OTOOP, TEM CaMbIM IPOJIBUHYB ceOsl IO CITy:KOe U JINIIUB eIMHCTBEHHYIO J0Ub MEUTHI
0 Kapbepe.

Jlexcu Ha camoM jiene 3Baji AJIEKCUC, TOJIBKO 3TO UMsI €i He CITUIIKOM-TO HpaBWoch. OHa
ObLJ1a I0YEephI0 PA3OPUBILIETOCS Tepriora U He MUTAJIa WLTIO3U, 3Has1, YTO CeMbsI 3aJI0KHIIa POJOBOE
MOMECTbE UCKJIOUUTENBHO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI B TAHCUOHE OJIArOPOIHBIX JIEBUIL €€ 00y MaHepaM.
[Torom Jlekcu cMoria Obl HaliTh ceOe Myka, CIIOCOOHOTO cofepkaTh Bce OOHUINABITIee apUCTOKpa-
THUYECKOE CEMENCTBO — MaMy, MaIly, Tpex Aouepeil Ha BblIaHbe, IBYX MAITUHBIX HE3aMYKHHUX Ky3UH
U TETYIIKY, KOTOpPYI0 Opocuil My) BMecTe ¢ neThMu. [1o MHe, Ha Takoe cyacTbhe He COINacuiIcs Obl
HUKTO, aXe C YI4eTOM YTOHYEHHOH KpacoThl AJIEKCHC.

— 41 OGbuTa rOTOBA K CTAPOMY, CTPAIIHOMY, TYIIOMY, HO IpaKOH? — BO3MYIIIaach OHA. — JleBoukH,
BaM He KakeTcs, 4To 3To repedop? A, KoHeuHO, X0Uuy JICHET 1 CHITOU KW3HH, HO He JI0 TAKOH CTereH !

PymsHas nbiiieuka AHHa ObUIa JIIOOMMOM Jouepbio y poauTteneil. Eil eTMHCTBEHHOM, IOXaITYH,
COBEPIIIEHHO UCKPEHHE JKeJIali CaMoro JIyIIero.

— Mawma ckazana, — BCXJIMITHYJIa OHa, OTOJIOBUHKUB BTOPOU OOKaul. — JloueHbKa, y TeOs I0TIKHO
OBITH CBOE MHEHME, U ceilvac s pacckaxky Tebe kakoe! Ilpencramisiere, yydiiee 1Jist MEHSI — 3TO
SIIeprIia ¥ 3aMOK Ha oTimoe!

«Tebe Xx0Th 3aMOK, — MPayHO MOAYMaJa 5, — & MHE ChIH MSICHUKa».

Bayimna npemana 1 moBeaTh o cede He CMOIYIA, a sl CKYIIO MOSICHWIIA, YTO SKMJIM Mbl HEOOraTo
Y POZIMTENH PEIIIIH, UTO 5 IOCTAaTOYHO rocuena Ha ux miee. [lopa nepecaxxuBarbes Ha apakoHa. K
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C4acCThblO, BCC NCBYIIKU 6I>UII/I 3aHATHI CBOMMU 6€IlaMI/I, mEAPO MPUITPABJICHHBIMHU ITY3bIPbKAMH BHHA.
[TosToMy y3HaBaTh y MeHs MOAPOOHOCTH HE CTAIH.

Urpucroe 3aKOHUMIOCH KaK-TO OYEHb OBICTPO, M MBI CHOBA MOTPYCTHENH. §1 Tymasia o ToM, 4To
Aaxe He TOMpOIIaach C CECTPEHKAMU U ITPUTOTOBUIIACH ITyCTUTD CJIe3y, HO TIOTOM BCTIOMHIJIA TOPSi-
Y€ B TUIAMEHM KaMHUHA PUCYHKH U PE3KO MepeayMana pbiaats. Her, KOHEUHO, BECTOUKY POIXHBIM
MOCaTh NpUACTCA, HO TOJIBKO TOrJa, KOraa HOI';'IMy, 4YTO MCHA HUKYJA U3 3aMKa JpPpaKOHAa HE BBITOHAT.

Co cTOpOHBI Ka3aJ10Ch, OYATO 51 MEHSIIO IIIUJI0 Ha MBLIO, HO YTO-TO MOZICKA3BIBAJIO, YTO JIPAKOHY
OyleT coBepIleHHO (PHOJIETOBO, PUCYET Y HEro jkeHa B CBOOOIHOE BpeMsl UM HOCKH BsikeT. OH Belb
JPaKOH, YeJIOBEUECKHE /IeNa €0 He MHTEPECYIOT. A 3HAYUT, HAJI0 ITOCTAPAThCs ¥ 3aBOEBATH BHUMAHHUE
YenryiuaTtoi TBapIOLIKH, Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOMIIO. VICKyccTBO TpeOyeT KepTB.

— JleBouKH, a y HaC YTO, ITpaB/a BCe 3aKOHUMIIOCH ? — B3I0XHY/1a AHHA. — Hawm elrie nonro exars?

— Exarp nonro, — oro3Banack Jlekcu. — M kak 310 s He qorajanach 3aXBaTUTh OyTHUIOUKY Ha
nopory?

B ee rosoce 3By4asio UCKpeHHeEe pa3oyapoBaHue. A BainHa y MEHs Ha Ijiedye BHE3AIHO TMOJ-
CKOUMJIa:

— §I 3ato moraganace! Y mamnsl oTIIHIIA, — MOSICHIIIA OHA, I0CTaBast OyTBUIKY C MPO3PAYHOM, KaKk
ce3a, KUAKOCTHIO.

MBbI ¢ COMHEHHEM MOKOCHITUCH Ha OYTHUIKY.

— Yucrenmii, — NOsSICHWIA OHA C TOPIOCThI0. — PUIIBTPOBAHHBIN uepe3 nbUibily Geit. bosbiie
B HAllIMX KpasiX TAaKOW HUKTO HE JIeNaeT.

MHe oueHb XOTeNnoCh CIIPOCUTD, «TakoW — yTo»? Ho Aapyrue AeByHIKu ¢ a3apToM MOTSHY/IN
K COCE/IKe CBOM OOKaJIbl, M s pelia He pa304apoBbIBATh KOJJIEKTHB. MeHs jaxke He OCOOEHHO
HarpArio, 4To Banmna He cIieninia OTIIABATh.

B 6okasie okazasics camoros. be3s 3amaxa, 6e3 BKyca, HO Ha TUBO 3a00pUCTHId. S pemmia He
PUCKOBATh U CeNaa JIMIIb Tapy IIOTKOB. Bee xke Oyaer oueHb 0OUIHO, €CJIM MEHS BBITOHSAT C 0TOOpa
B TIEpBble MUHYTHI 32 MbSHKY. A BOT MOM COCEIKH, TIOXOXe, 00 3ToM MeuTand. CaMOroH4YMK IIe
y HUX «HA ypa», U C KaXIbIM MHUIOM B KapeTe CTAaHOBMJIOCH BCe Becesiee W Becenee. Mbl 1axe He
Cpa3y 3aMEeTHJI, YTO Hallle TPAHCTIOPTHOE CPEJICTBO OCTAHOBUIIOCH. 3a3Byuai (paHgapsl, OTKpbLUIACh
IBEpb, U HA KPACHYI0 KOBPOBYIO IOPOXKKY, TJIe YK€ CTOSJIM YEThIpe JEBYIIKM U3 COCETHEN KapeThl,
KOTOpasd, BUAUMO, 651)121 YKOMIUIEKTOBdAHA HE TaK IJIOTHO, KaK Hallla, BBIBAJIMJIUCh MbI.

BriBasmiiuch B OykBajibHOM cMbicie cioBa. CHauyasia ropo BbUtesfa Jlekcu U axke BIOJIHE
CHOCHO cJieJiaJia Tiapy IaroB, HO MOTOM 3aITHyJIach KaOIIyKOM O Kpail KOBPOBO# IOPOKKH U TIOJIeTeNa
HocoM BHU3. Ee nonbitanack noiMath AHHA, HO TOXE HE y/epikajla paBHOBECHUE U PyXHYJa, YTIHYB
3a co0oi XpynKyo Penucuro.

1 B 1les1ioM Morz1a Obl MOSIBUTHCS JOCTOMHO, HO MPUIIIOCH OYKBAJIbHO TallUTh BamHy, koTtopast
OlIETIEHEeNa He TO OT CTpaxa, He TO OT KOMMYeCTBa BHIMUTOro. OcTrasibHble KOHKYPCAaHTKH B3UPAIH Ha
Halll BBIXOJI C Y)KACOM — Y HUX-TO B KapeTe caMoroHa He Obuto. B TakoM ke ykace Ha Hac B3Upa
JOBOJIBHO MOJIOJION MYKYMHA C aHTEeJILCKOW BHEIIHOCTBIO: OTPOMHBIMU TOJTYOBIMU I71a3aMH U 33/10p-
HBIMU KyAPSIIKAMU.

— JleBoukm, cMOTpuUTE, K Ham el npuiieten! — paJoCcTHO U3pekJia JIekcr 1 XMXuKHya.

— 4 He eit. — MyxkunHa, Kaxercs, ockopouscs. — 1 — pacnopsiqurens otoopa!

— Oi1! — NUCKHY/IM MBI Cpa3y Ha HECKOJIBKO TOJIOCOB U MOCTaPaIUCh PacIiON3TUCh B CTOPOHBI.

— BbI uTO, MbsiHBIE? — OOMKEHHO BOIPOCHIT OH.

A s mogymana, yTo My)KHKY KOHKPETHO TaK He TOBE3JI0: MaJIO TOrO, YTO HAYaJIbHUK — OTHe-
AbllIamas Ameprua, Tak TyT CIIC cTalKa TaKuX MPEKPACHBIX HAC ABUJIACD.

— Her, — gectHO ckazana Jlekcu, morpasJisisi pacTpenaBUIyiocs IPUYECKy, HO Ha MECTe yIpaB-
JSI0IEro 1 Obl e TOUHO He MOBEepuJia, MOTOMY YTO TIOKa JieTesia, OHa moTepsiia Ty U cerdvac
YIIOPHO IIbITAJIaCh HAJACTh UX, ITyTasACh B HOrax.
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— Puk! — OkasbiBaeTcs1, Halll aHTeJI0YEK-PaCIOPSUTESb YMEIT phlYaTh He XyKe CaMOro HacTo-
SIIIETO JPaKOHA.

[MapeHb, CHAOMWBIINI HAC UTPUCTHIM, TIOJICKOYIII B TOT JK€ MUT U BUJ UMeJ KpaiiHe HaITyraH-
HBIH.

—3T0 4TO? — MPUIIYPUJICS PACTIOPSIIUTEITb, YKA3aB B HAIIly CTOPOHY M3SIIIHBIM NaJbYMKOM, HA
KOTOPOM CBEpKaJl KPYITHBIA OpUIIITAHT.

— Hegecrwl. ..

— 41 BUKY, HO MoYeMy OHM B TakoM Bujie? Mbl o0elany JpakoHy KpacCMBEHbKUX, a 3TU?

— Hy, nogymaenis, ynanu, a Tak CMOTpPH, BIIOJIHE HUYETO, — TIOKaJl BAHOBHUK HAIIIETO COCTOSI-
HUS IJIeYaMu. — A sl TOBOPWIT, MEXTy POYHM, UTO HEe HYKHO CTEJIUTh KOBPOBYIO TOPOXKY. [leByIKu
MOryT 3armHyThcs1! Jlymaenib, oH ¢ moja He Oyner?

— OH T1ebs camoro Oynet! Bmecrte ¢ 6oTrHKamu!

— Ha! D10 Bce koBep! — JlekcH yxe MoaHsIach M BeChbMa YBEPEHHO CTOslIa, JAake BUJ UMelia
TPEe3BbI — He MPUKOTIACIITHCS — M BBIIABAJIH €€ TOJIbKO HEMPaBWIILHO HajieThie Tyuu. S Toxke mogHs-
JIach M BCTaJIa PSAZIOM C Hell, C APYror CTOPOHBI TOPAO BHICTABUJIA TPyAb AHHA. DTa IpyAb HEHAJOITO
AEMOpPaIM30Basia pacriopsIAUTENIsl, M OH, MaXHYB PYKOM, BeJiel:

— IoiinemTe 3a MHOM, U YMOJISIIO, HE HYKHO OOJIbITIe TalaTh, KpacaBuUIlb!

MBbI TOCITYIITHO 3aCEMEHMII 32 PACTIOPSIAUTESIEM B CTOPOHY MaCCMBHOM MPAaMOPHOH JIECTHHIIB,
KOTOpasi BeJla B 3aMOK JpakoHa. MIHTepecHO, Kak OH TyT pa3Mernaercsi? 3aMoK ObLT BIIOJIHE YesIoBe-
yeckuM. OrpoMHBIM, KOHEYHO, U HaBepHsIKa Oe3 poOiieM BMelall JpakoHa, HO BOOOIIIe, TMYHO MHE
OBbLJIO COBEPIIEHHO HESICHO, KaK M IS Yero KpbUIaThie SIIIEPUIIbl KUBYT B TAKUX JBOPIIAX.

— INopoxauTe MeHs 371ech, He pa3zderainTech, MOM XOPOIIHe, celyac yaaxy (popMaIbHOCTH, U
MBI ¢ BaMU noiieM jasbiie. Puk! 3a MHoO#! — KpukHYJ (peit, MaxHyJ1 YHU3aHHOU IEPCTHAMU PyUYKOU
Y yMuaJIcs 10 JIECTHUIIE, BeIyIllel Ha BTOPOU ITaX.

A MBI OCTaJIMCh OJIHU B OTPOMHOM XOJIJIe, KOTOPBI OOJIbIlie HATIOMUHAT MY3€eH.

— JleBouKM, — BOCXUIIIEHHO MpolenTtana AHHA, — TYT ke ogHo 30y0to! Kak kpacugo!

— Urt0, cMUpUIIACh C MBICIIBIO, UTO MIPUIIETCS CTATh KEHOU siepullbl? — ppipkHya Jlekcu, Koto-
pasi, BpoueM, paccMaTpuBaja yOpaHCTBO C HE MEHBIIMM HHTEPECOM.

— Her! — AnHa 3amaxaja pykamu. — Yk Tak npocro. Kpacuso.

— U noporo, — no6asuna denucus.

— JleBoukH... — npodopmoTana 5. — 51 moHuMalo, BBl BCE O MPEKPACHOM, a MHE BOT B TyaJieT
XOUeTc. . .

— Hy Tak cxonu, — noxana ruiedamu Jlekcu. — B uem npoGiema?

— IIpsamMo TyT, 4TO IU? — OTPBI3HYJIACH 1.

— 3ayeM TyT-T0? $1 CUIIBHO COMHEBAIOCh, UTO B 3aMKE JIPAKOHA, T/Ie JJaKe BXOJ OTJENaH. .. XOTs
BepHee OyJlieT cKa3aTh — 00Jie/IaH 30JI0TOM, HET JIeMEHTapHBIX yIoOCTB. CXOIU ITOUIITH.

— A eciu s 3a0myKych?

— Tax ThI 1ajieKko He 3aXOAU, IOKPUYHIIIh, €CJTH YTO.

— C T060i1 POTYIIATHCS? — IPOKALTMM T'OJIOCOM CITPOCHIIA TipelaHHas Banuna, HO 51 permmia
HE KOILIMapHTh ee ele OobIIie, OTMAaXHYJIach U KaK MOXHO YBEpeHHee 3aBepuiia:

— He nepexuBaii, 1 cama. Eme 661 cO0Opa3uTh, Kyaa UATH.

— Wm Tyna, — yBepeHHO MaxHyJa pyko# JIekcu BripaBo.

S permmna: moyemy Obl 1 HeT? HaripapiieHue He Xyske BCeX OCTaIbHBIX. BOpyr HHTYyHUIMS ee He
nozieenia? Bee ke 1ovka reprora, B 3aMKax ObIBajia sIBHO Yallie, YeM fl.

B OmkaiiieM Kopuiope HUYero moxoxero Ha yaoOCTBa He OKa3ajioch, KaK U B CIIEIYIOIIEM,
a MOTOM $1 ¥ BOBCE BBIIIUIA B JUTMHHYIO HIMPOKYIO Tajepero.

Ona Obuta pekpacHa. Bricokue OKHa, CBET M3 KOTOPBIX MaJajl UMEHHO TaK, KaK HYKHO, YTOObI
B MeJIbYaNIIMX MOAPOOHOCTSIX PaCCMOTPETh MOJOTHA BEIMKUX MacTepoB. $1 Takoe BHENa TOJBKO
B My3€e, a B 3aMKe JIpaKOHA KapTHUHBI BUCENHU MPSIMO Ha CTEHaX, 0e3 CTEKOJI, OXPAHHbBIX 3aKJIATHIM
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U CYpOBBIX 0a0ysIeK-CMOTpUTENbHUIL. MOXHO OBUIO TIONONTH U PasmIsSAeTh KaXIblii Ma3oueK. DTo
MECTO MMOKa3JI0Ch MHE HACTOSIIIIM PaeM, U MOPTUJI €r0 TOJIBKO MYKHK Ha CTpeMsIHKe. YOOPIIUK
MIPOTHPAJI paMbl KAPTUH KaKOW-TO IpsA3HOM TpsAnkor. Ho s pemiia ero npocto He 3ameuars. B koHie
KOHIIOB, OH CO MHOH He TBITAJICS] 3aTOBOPUTD, 3HAYNT, U 51 MOTY JIeJIaTh BUJ, YTO MbI C UCKYCCTBOM
moOyeMcst IpyT Ipyrom TeT-a-Ter. Jlaxe 1enb Moero moxoaa M3 rojioBbl BhUIETENA, KOTa s y3pesa
BCE 9TO BEJIMKOJIETTHE.

S MOMHOCTBIO OTPEIIMIACh OT BHEITHEr0 MHUpa M 3aCMOTpesach Ha moprper Kuct [lempana
— MoJofasi JIeByIlIKa Jiepikajia B pyKax OXamKy IMoJeBbIX I[BeToB. CamMoe IJIaBHOE, €CiU TMOJOUTH
noOmke, Hebo Ka3aaoch TOyObIM, a €CJIM OTCTYITUTh UyTh AaJIbIle. .. Oi!

$1 mouyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO 32 YTO-TO 3aIHYJIACh, U €/IBa HE yIalia, a CBEpXY MOCIBIIIANACh 3a00-
pucrasi pyranb. PsiioM co MHO# ILTIOXHYJIOCH BEZIPO, TPsI3HASI BOAA pa3siliiach M0 MapKeTy ¥ MOEMY
TOJIONY, a CBEPXY MOJ BOIUIb: «Kakoro 1eMona Thl TYT xoauib!» Ha MeHs cBasmiach rpsi3Hasi MOK-
past TpsIKa.

Ila kak oH mocmen!

— Bbl TaM coBceM, uTo J1, oOHarsenu?! — 3aBonuia si, BO3Bpallasi rps3HyIo TPAIKY Ha3aj, ee
BJIAJICIIBILY.

C MeTKOCTBIO y MeHsI po0sieM He ObUIO, TIOITOMY OHa INpuJjieTesa aKKypar B (PM3HOHOMMUIO
OIIAPAIIEHHOMY MYKHUKY.

— 51?7 — onermumB, cripocuit oH. — D10 51 oOHaryesn? Thl MEHS 9yTh C ITOU JISCTHUIIH HE YPOHUIIA,
a MOTOM 3aIlyCTUjIa B U0 3TUM! — OH NOTpsIC CBEPXY TPAIIKOM.

— A Tbl IepBbIil Hauas1! — Ha/1yJ1ach s1 U CKPECTUIIA HA TPYIU PYKH.

— 41, BooO11ie-To, ee ypoHWUII, KOr/ja MBITAJICS yIepKaTh paBHOBecHe! A BOT Thl KUHYJIa CAMBIM
6eccoBecTHBIM 00pa3oM crienaibHo! Thl BOOOIIE KTO TaKasi M UTO TYT JieJiaelib?

— 4 uro TyT nena? — HaAIMEHHO MMOWHTEPECOBANIACH 51, IPUILYPUJIACh U TIOHSIA, YTO CKa3aTh
«Tyaner uiy, npuyeM JaBHEHbKO» y MEHS SI3bIK HE TIOBOPAYMBAETCS, TIO3TOMY BBITAIMIA MIEPBOE,
YTO MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY. — 1 — HeBecTa ApakoHa. ['yisiio, BlajieHnsi ocMaTpuBaio!

— A-a-a-a, — Jaxe Kak-To C yBaKEHHEM MPOTSHYJ OH.

— Tak-to! — 4 ropmo B3nepHy/Ia HOC ¥ IOMYaIach OTCIofIA MTOOBICTpEe.

U kax TospKO JTopory Hazaj Hanwia? Ycrena B MOCIeHNN MOMEHT: HECTPOMHOM T'yphOOii 1eB-
YOHKHM CEeMEHWU 3a pacniopsauresieM. OH, KaXeTcs, Jaxke He 3aMETHJI, YTO KOro-To He XBatano. 51
OecIIyMHO MOACKOYMIIA K AJIEKCHC U Cclieflajia BU, YTO BCeraa TyT CTOsIa.

— Hamna? — menorom cripocuiia oHa.

— Her! — nmpocTtonana s1, 9yBCTBYSI, KaK CUTYaIUsi OT «HE MOMENIaIo Obl B YOOPHYI0» Me/IJIEHHO
MEPEXOIUT B «ceryac OyaeT om».

— Crnpocu!

— He xouy!

— Cnpocu!

— He 6yny!

—Tuddanu! [ocne mozopa Teds gaxe 10 UCTIBITAHUN He JOMyCTAT! ThI 4TO, XOUeIb BEPHYTHCS
JOMOM MEepBOY MPOUTPaBILEH?

AprymeHT rnoielicTBOBaJI Aaxe JIyuliie, ueM rnpenosnaraia Jlekcu. MrHoBeHHO BOOOpa3uB, Kak
MEeHsI BO3BPAIIIAIOT K Mame U Tarie J1a 1oy Oesble pyvKH BeAyT 3aMyK, s TOIOPBAJIaCh U MOACKOYMIA
K pactiopsiauTeltio.

BOnmm3m oH mokazascs MHe elre 0ojiee CTpPaHHBIM, YeM paHbllie. XOJIeHbIH, KPAaCUBbINA, MaHEP-
HBIA, B OOTATUBAMOIIEH OEJIOCHEXKHOU pyOallke MoBepX OPIOK: HAIM MAapHU HUKOrJA Tak He Ofie-
BaJIMCh. MHe MOKa3aJIoch, €My MPUXOOUTCS HE ABIIIaTh, YTOOBI ITyTOBUIIBI HE JIOMHYJIN, HACTOJIBKO
pyOainka 6b1a 1o ¢purype. LltaHbl moka3amich Toxke KAKUMHU-TO CTPAHHBIMH, U S 33[yMUMBO Ha HUX
YCTaBWJIACh, TIHITASICh MIOHATH, YTO He Tak. Jlaxe o mpodiiemMe cBoeld Harrpovb 3a0buia!

— 41 Bac ciymiaio, — HAOMHWJT TTAPEHb.
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Touno! Cnuiikom y3kue! Kak oH BooOIe B HUX XOIUT?

— M3BuHMTE, MHE OYEeHb HY)KHO B YOOPHYIO, — COOOIIUIA f1.

KT0-TO M3 TOMNMBI IEBYOHOK pOOKO MopgakHy1. He TOIbKO MBI KOPOTaIM IOPOry 3a BUHOM M
pasroBopamu.

— Xopo1o, — B3A0XHY.I pacriopsiauTens. — [leBymiku! Bee naem 3a muoi! YV Bac Oyner noryaca
Ha rocelieHre yOOpHOH, a 3aTeM s IPoBey coOOpaHue, Ha KOTOPOM pacCKaxy Bce MpaBuiia otoopa!

3ametka Ha Oyaylee: MHTYHLIUH JIeKcH He BepHuTh. YOOpHasi OKa3aniach B COBEPIIEHHO MPO-
THBOIOJIO)KHOM HarpapjieHHH. Takasi &e pOCKOIIIHAs, KaKk M OCTaJbHOM ABOpell, OoJbInas cBeT/Iast
KOMHaTa BMeInaia B ce0s Tpy kKaOnHKU. [Toxkanyii, B ofHOIM U3 Takux 51 Moria Obl skuTh! [TocnenHue
noctikeHus maruu! Bee mistHIIeBoe, Onectsiiee, camoouninaoieecst! [IoMrMO MPUBBIYHBIX aTpU-
OyTOB 3J1eCh OBbLT Jake HEOOJIBIIION TYaJIeTHBIN CTOJIMK C MSATKUM ITy(hOM.

— JleByIIKH, He 3aiepKuUBaeMcsi! — pazaascs rojaoc napHs.

He s ogna 3acMoTpenach Ha UHTEpbep.

[Nocemenue yoopHO# 3aHs110 Kyaa Oosbliiie nmoyvaca. Kaxercsi, pacnopsiquTelib TOJIbKO MO3HA-
BaJI, YTO 3HAYMUT AECSATH MOJIOBIX BEbM B OIHOM TOMeEIIEeHUH. V3-3a BHICOKMX MOTOJIKOB U MYCTHIX
3aJI0B 3BOHKHE roJioca MOAAABIIMX JIEBYOHOK YCHIIMBAJIMCh B HECKOJIBKO Pas.

— A 11e MbI Oy/ieM KHTh?

— A Korjia HaMm MOKaxyT JpakoHa?

— A ec/i 51 HE XOUY-Y-Yy-y-bI-bI-HI. ..

— A Hac nokopmsr?

— JleBymiku! — psABKHYJ pacnopsiauTesb. — 51 ke ckasail, ceituac Bce pacckaxky! Bee ocBexu-
muce? Torga 3a MHOI!

— Kak mymaenb, eMy B 9TUX IITaHaX yI0OHO? — THXOHBKO cripocuia JIeKkcu, Kora Mbl TIOJJHU-
MAJIACh 110 OTPOMHOM JIECTHUILIE HA BTOPOM 3TAK.

— A 3auem OH Torja ux Hajen?

— Moxer, B [Ipakonbux ['opax takas moma? f HHMKOraa He BUjesa, YTOOBI MOJBOPAYUBAIIN
IITAaHWHBI |

— Bbl HUUero He nmoHuMaeTe! — Bie3sa Kakas-To JIeBUIA C YEPHBIMU, OTJIMBAIOIIUMHA CHHEBOMN
BOJIOCAMU. — DTO CIEJIAHO CIIEMAIBHO, YTOObI HE UCTIAYKaTh ITAaHbI B IPAKOHbEM HaBo3e!

— B yem? — no6nennena Banna.

— A o1 gymana? OH ke yXxaxkuBaeT 3a apakoHoM! Yuctur ero, youpaer. [IoaToMy OHU U UTITYT
KeHy!

— Hawm 4ro, TOXE NpuAeTcs HOCHTh OPIOKM M TOABOpauMBaTh MX?! — B ykace MUCKHY/A
JeBYIIIKA.

— Xyxe! Ham npunercst youparbcsi B Iemepe JpakoHa U MbITh ero yenryio! W auctuts ero
KJIBIKH !

— JleByoHkH, na xBaTutT! — TonHy/a Horou Jlekcu. — He Harneraiite!

MBbI OCTaHOBHWJIMICh Ha HEepeaTbHO OOJBIIIOM M OYeHb KpacBOM OajnkoHe. OH ObUT 3acTaBlieH
HEOOJBIIMMH aKKypPaTHBIMU CTOJIMKAMMU, POBHO JIECATD IITYK. A Kakoy ¢ OAJIKOHA OTKphIBAJICS BH!
Ha npekpacHy1o, ycphimanHyio 1jBetamu JosuHy ! Bot Ob1 ee HapricoBaTh! B3siTh Kpacku U 3anevatiierh
HETPOHYTYIO MTPUPOLY, IEPEHECTH Ha XOJICT BCE €€ OTTEHKU M Maruio.

— [pory Bac, paccaxkuBaiitech, BbiOMpaiite cede cronmuk. Celvac s pacCcKaxy BaM O TpaBUIax
oTOOpa, 3aTeM BbI M00OEIaeTe U OTIIPABUTECh B CBOM KOMHATHI, YTOOBI OTAOXHYTh C JOPOTH.

I'peMsi cTyIbSIMU U TIEpPETIENTHIBASICH, MBI PACCENUCH 32 CTOJIAMH M IIPUHSUTACH BHUMATh. Kakoe
CYacThe, UTo Mepej KaxkI0W YJaCTHUIIEH CTOsul rpacvH C BOAOH, 3alOTEBIIMI OT NMPOoXJiaabl. BUHO
KOBApHO U JIETKOMBICJIEHHO: ObET B TOJIOBY CHJIBHO M OBICTPO, HO TaK e ObICTPO M pa3BeuBaeTcs,
OCTaBJIsAS TOCTIe ceOsI CYITHSK U TOJIOBHYIO OOJTb.

B razax pacriopsiguTelnist psiMO YMTAJICS JIETKUI yXkKac, KOra MOYTH BCE JEBUIIBI, KaK OIHA,
MIpUTaIU K rparHaMm.
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— Urtak... kxMm... meHs 3oByT Jlomenuko CaBaH, 51 — npaBasi pyka ApakoHa BusepHa u pac-
MOPSIIUTENTL OTOOpA HEBECT. A BbI, IOPOTMe MOM, Halu Oymyipe KOHKypcaHTKu! C 3Toro JHs BbI
Oynerte KUTh B HaIlleM JBOpIIE. Bac jka1yT ceMb MCIBITAHUI, B XO/Ie KOTOPBIX MBI OITPE/ICIUM CaMylo
nocroiinyio aeBymky! Ho He criermmre paccTpanBarbesi. HecMOTpst Ha TO UTO B 3aMKe JpakoHa Oyaer
JKUTb JIIIIb OJJHA JIEBYIIIKA, OCTAIbHBIC MOTyYarT IeJpoe Bo3HarpaxaeHue! Yem nosnbliiie BB poaep-
KHUTECh Ha OTOOpE, TeM Iiepee OyayT Japsl!

JIeBUOHKHM 3aMETHO TPHOOOAPMIIUCH, 1a U Y MEHs B MBICIsIX 3a0pe3xuia Hagexaa. Llenpoe
Bo3Harpaxenue! S Besb cMory 3apaboTarh 37€Ch JEHer. .. JOWTU A0 KaKoro-HUOydb JTara B cepe-
auHe oTOOpa U 3a0paTh Harpaay, KOTOpOW XBaTUT Ha 0OyueHHe B akaJieMun M KoMHaty B PrkOypre!

— Tak 4TO yBepsiio: Ballli CEMbU HEe OCTaHyTCs1 BHaKJ1aae. OHM I0BEPUIIM HaM Bac, a MBI IIEIPO
OfIapUM HX 3a Ballli YCIIEeXH.

Hy Bot! I cHoBa nmpuyHbuia. CTOUJIO I0TafaThesl, YTO HUKTO HE JACT B PYKH HECMBIIILJIEHBIM
Be/IbMaM Kyuy AeHer. OTHpaBsT poAUTENIsAM, ISl Yero, COOCTBEHHO, OHM BCE M 3aTesUld. A s MaJio
TOTO, YTO 3aHsJIA YyKOe MECTO, TaK M BOBCE cOekaia Ha OTOOp He IJis 3apadoTKa, a TMOJAIIbIIe OT
ceMbd. M 4TO TOJIKY C TOrO, YTO OHM IMOTydar Harpagy? MHe He nepenajier Hu rpoia!l

— Kak 51 yxe ckazan, Bac XIyT ceMb ucnbTaHuid. Kaxnoe — ocoGeHHOe, BO BpeMsi HUX BbI
MPOJEMOHCTPUpYETE BCE CBOM JIydIlle KayecTna!

JIOMEHUKO CHSUT TaK, CJIOBHO U BIPSIMb BEPUJT B COOCTBEHHYIO OJNIAarofeTesbHOCTh. A elle
HEMHOT'O MaHEPHO PACTATHMBAJ CJIOBA, U3-32 YETO HEKOTOPHIE AEBYIIKM XUXUKAJIH.

— A Korja Mbl YBU/IUM JipakoHa?

— locnonuu BepH — 3aHSTON IpakoH, MOSTOMY TepBble HECKOJIBKO MCIIBITAHUNA MPOUIYT Oe3
Hero. OIHaKo 51 — ero Iia3a U I, Mo3TOMY Bce BOIIPOCH MOKeTe oOpariarh KO MHE.

W BOnpoCH! MOCKIMAKCH KaK U3 pora U300MIus:

— A 9to MBI OyJeM JiesiaTh Ha UCTIBITAHUSIX ?

— A mouemy JIpakoOH XOYeT B KeHbl UMEHHO BeabMY ?

— A xorja Hac MOKOpMsIT?

— A Kak ke cynpyXeckuid goir?

Boruapuiiacek 3BeHsIIasi THINMHA, a 33/aBIasi BOIPOC JIEBUOHKA T'YCTO MOKpPACHENa U CheXH-
J1ach. JJOMEHMKO OTKaIIJIsIICS.

— Bunure n, namel. [IpakoH — oco0oe CyIIecTBo, HajieJleHHOe 0co00i criioi. Y 1onr y sKeHsl
ApakoHa ocoObIid. OH 3aKJI0YAeTCs B. .. BHICHKUBAHWH SIHII.

Jlexcu nmogaBmiach BOIOHM U MPUHSIACH HAJICAHO KAIILISATh.

— Ypux sun? — nponumiana Banuna.

— JlpakoHbUX, KOHEYHO!

— Onu mep3HyT?

Tyt yxe Hacran yepel JJOMEHMKO KaluIATh.

— VI3 HUX BBUTYIUISIIOTCS IPAKOHYMKH, Aypa! — MIEMHY/I KTO-TO C3a/IH.

— JlpakoHbH siilia TpeOylT 0coO0i 3a00Thl, MOAMUTKA Marveil ¥ MaTepUHCKOTO Teruia. A
MIOCKOJIbKY BUBEpH — JIpakoH 3aHATOMN, 3aHUMAThCSl BRICHKMBAHUEM JIMYHO OH He MoxeT. U uier
IJIs1 STOTO HEBECTY.

TummumHa crosiia MepTBasi. B KOHKypcaHTKax yMupania Hajekaa Ha cBeTioe Oyaylnee.

— Eme Bonpocw? EcTb?

MsI cuaenu mMomda, OyATO yAapeHHbIE MbUTbHBIM MEMIKOM. [JOMEHUKO WM BCepbe3 TOro He
3aMeyall, WK yCIELIHO Jesiall BUI.

— Yro0 Xk, TOrIa Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT /IS BaC MOAaayT o0el, a Mocyie Hero s MOKaxy Balllu
KOMHaThl. YTOOBI HE TepsATh BpeMs 1apoM, 3aBTpa ke HauHeM repBoe ucrbitanue! O Tom, Kakoe
OHO OyJeT, Bl y3HaeTe nozxe. M mpoiry Bac, IeBYIIKH, BO3AEPKUTECH OT KAallPU30B, KOH(IUKTOB
Y UHTPMT.

C stumu cioBamu JJOMEHMKO OCTaBUIJI HAC HAaeIMHE JIPYT C APYTOM M HEBECEJIBIMU MBICIISIMH.
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— Ma-a-a... — nporsiHyna AHHa. — BbIcmkuBaTh siilla OTPOMHOM SILIEPUILIBL... HE3aBUIHAs
y4acTb.

— Koneuno, ThI e ux pa3gaBuiib. I gpakoH Teds coxpeT! — OKpyIInIia 11a3a pbhkas JJoxmaras
JeBULIA.

— A TBI KOCTJIsIBadA, OT TeOST HUKAKOro Ternia!

— JleBouku, He ccopbTech! — B3AOXHYIa Bamua. — Yto nenarb-to Oyaem? S1 He Xody BbICH-
KUBaTh JIpakoHbpM stiina! M mitanel mogBopayMBaTh HE XOUYy-y-Y, 51 BOOOIIE IITaHbl HE X0y, 5 Ke
neBouka!

— CniokoitHo! Mbl uTo-HMOYAb TpHIyMaeM !

— Coexum?

— JlaBaiite cOexmm!

— Kyna? — xmbikHyna Jlekcu. — B none, niBetouku Hioxats? My nemkom yepes ropsl nomjaere?

— Moxer, kopomo HanuiueMm?! Heyxenu oH BOT Tak JIETKO OTAAcT BeibMy PpaHINIMCCKOTO
KOPOJIEBCTBA 3I00HOM siepulie?

— TouHo, 1aBaiiTe HanUIIEM KOPOJIO!

— W apxumary!

— ApxuseapMme! OHa I0TKHA HAC MOHSATB !

— a, — Jlekcu (pbIpkHYJIa, — Ues XOpolliasi, HO BOIIPOC, KTO MOHECET IMUCbMO A0 apXUBEIbMBI,
OCTAETCS] OTKPbITHIM.

— U uto TH Ipeuiaraens? — cripocuiia Penucus.

— JleBouku! — CpBIBAIOIIMMCSL OT yKaca roJlocoOM BOCKJIMKHYNIa Bammua. — A gidna... Hy...
oTKyza oepyrcs’?

Bce cHoBa 3amonmuamu. Kakias Beipma ceituac BCIIOMMHAIA JIEKLUM ITPO NMECTUKU U THIUMHKHY,
PO KaIlycTy W BOJIIEOHBIX alCTOB, PO CEMEYKO B KMBOTHUKE Y MaMbl, KOTOPOE MOCAIWII Mara |
Mpoune cKa3ku Ha Temy «OTKyna 6epyTcs aetr». CeMeuKo-To BCeX M CMYTHIIO: YK OUeHb 1o hopme
¥ KOBApPHOCTHU HAIIOMUHAJIO JIPAKOHBE SIII0. XOTsI KTO BOOOIIE 9TH sIiIA BUAEI-TO?

— 41 He Xouy-y-y pokarp SULO... — 3ayMYUBO [IPOTSHYJIa AHHA.

— Oii-oi-oil. — BayimHa ¥ Tak HaxXoAWIach Ha 'paHU OOMOPOKA, a Terephb ¢ ee JIMIA COIIlIa
BCsIKasl Kpacka OKOHYATEJbHO.

[pexae yeM Havyajcss MAaCCOBBIA OTXOI BeIbM B OE€CCO3HATENHHOE COCTOSIHUE, Ha CTOJMKAX
TIOSIBUJIMCH Tapeliku ¢ 06e1oM. [lapbl MOpsi, CBEKKE U apOMaTHbIe, COYHBIE, IPKUE OBOIIM U CJIAKHUI
cok. BuHa Gosbilie He mpesiaraiu, sBHO Onacasich mocIe/ICTBUM.

BosbIIMHCTBO BAJIO KOBBIPSLJIO YTOIIEHHUE, TOIBKO MbI C JIEKCH MOJIOTHIIM KPEBETKY C 3aBU/IHOM
ckopocTtbio. [Togpyra mpokoMMeHTHpoBasia 3To Kak «Hy X0Th oecTh Mo-uenoBeuecK HaroCIeI0K»,
a y MeHs IPOCTO BBIOOpa IPyroro He ObLIO.

Babymika, HecMOTpst Ha TO YTO ObLTa BEABMOM (2 Y TeX, KaK U3BECTHO, HpaB FOPSYMiA U XapaKkTep
B3JIOpPHBIi1), BCErJa yuniia MEHs OCMBICIMBATh BCE YCIBIIIAHHOE U yBUAEHHOE. M1 MoTaTh Ha yc.

Ecnu paccyxnaaTh Joruyeck, To sila IpakoHOB CHOCAT JPAaKOHBI, @ HUKAK HE YeJIOBEUECKHE
BEIbMOYKU-KeHbl. JIOMEHUKO ke cKa3al: y BepHa HEeT BpeMEeHU BBICMKMBATb, [I0O9TOMY OH MILET
KeHy. To ecTh TEOPETUUECKHU JPAKOH MOXKET U CaM BBICHJIETh MOTOMCTBO. HO He XOueT u uIeT HeBe-
CTy.

3HAuUT, HUYETrO CTPALIHOIO C IPAKOHbEN CYNPYIoil He MPOon30iIeT?

3ameuTaBIIuCh, s TpefcTaBuiIa ceds B caay, B OKPYKEHHH BHIBOJKA MAJIEHbKMX O30PHBIX Apa-
KOHUMKOB. YMBUTEJILHO, HO KApTUHA MHE Jlaxe noHpaBuiack. Hy n1a, koraa-To s MeuTalia o HacTo-
SIe MoOBY U MIPEKPACHOM PUHIIE, HO OBITh MayeXxol JPaKOHOB TOxe Heroxo. Moxer, BusepH
Ja’e pa3pelIuT pucoBarh. ..

Korpma nonmanu vaii, BeIbMOCOBET CHOBA TIPUHSJICS 3a OOCYXK/eHHe IIaHa JaedcTBuil. Jlekcu
npuMepriia Ha ceOsi poJib HETJIaCHOTO JINepa, U BO3PaKEHHI He TIOCIeJ0BAIO.
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— B obmiem, BBl Kak XOTUTe, a MHE HaJo jeHer. U cembe Hano aeHer. [ToaToMy mpoCcHTh OTITY-
CTUTh MEHSI WJIM TTUCATh KJISAY3bl apXUBEIbME 51 HE CTaHy. 3a y4acTUe B UCTBITAHUSX JAIOT JEHBIU.
W MHe OHU HYXHBI.

BeapMbl IpyKHO 3aKHMBAJIN.

-U a!

— U mue!

— U xoneudko xouercsi!

— Bort! — Jlekcu nognsina nasier] BBepx. — [103TOMy CTAaHOBUTCSI OUEBUAHBIM, YTO HAM HYKHO
MPONTH KaK MOKHO OOJIBbIIIE UCTIBITAHWIA, HO TIPY 3TOM HE MOOSIUTh.

— A 3710 Kak? — OCTOpOKHO yTouHWIa BanuHa.

— He 3nato, — B3noxHyna Jlekcu. — MoxkeT, cliesiaTh Tak, YTOObI B TIOC/IEIHUX TPEX KOHKYPCAHT-
Kax JIpakoH pa3ouapoBasicsi? Kak-HUOYIb. .. HAMEKHYTbh, UYTO MbI HE JIYUIIIUEe KAaHJUIATKU B KEHBI?

— Pa36uts emy siiia! — AHHA ynapuiia KyJIakoM IO CTOJTY, ¥ BCe TIOJICKOYMIIH.

— H-He Hano, — uknyna ®enucus.

— Hasaiite oOomemcs 0e3 AiIeBpeIMTeIbCTBA, APAKOHBH ISTH HU B YeM He BUHOBATHI. [lojy-
MaeM, KaKk Mbl MOXKEM. . .

— A naBaiite s mobeo? — BHIPBAJIOCh y MeHs. — To ecTh ofep:Ky nmooexy?

JleBaTh Map yIMBJIEHHBIX IJ1a3 YCTAaBUJIMCh Ha MEHSI, HO HE CMYTUJIM, a TOJIbKO YKPENuiId B
peleHu .

— INobeaumn? — Banunaa axHysa.

— la. 51 He IPOTHB OCTAaThCS 37€Ch U BBICHKHMBATH SUIIA. BBl MOMOXeTe MHE TOOeNTh, a CaMU
3apaboTaere JieHer.

— Ho 3auem Tebe 3107 — Haxmypuiack Jlekcu. — Thl He TOJKHA KEPTBOBATH COOOU paJiv Hac.

[Mpunutock caatbcs U OOBSACHUTD:

— MHe He HyXHbI IeHbI'i. VIX OTIaayT poauTesisivM, a pOIUTeN BCE PABHO BbIJAIYT MEHS 3aMYy K
3a KaKOTro-TO ChIHA MSICHUKA. $1 He XO0uy BO3BpalllaThCsl IOMOM. A elle s IOMEHsIach C HaCTOsIIeH
KOHKYPCaHTKOM. §I He yyacTBOBasa B MPEACTABJIEHUH, HOUbIO Mbl BCTPETUIUCh HA CTAHITUM U ITOMe-
HSUTUCh OfiekJ0i. Tak 4To BO3BpamiaThcss MHe Hekynaa. Eciiu BBl TOMOXkeTe MHe MoOeInTh, TO BCe
OCTAHYTCS B BHIMITPHIIIIE.

— Ilomoxem! — yBepeHHO KuBHYa JIekcH.

— Obs3arenbHO! — moaTBepAMIa AHHA.

— Koneuno! — npocusiia Banuna.

OxpbUTeHHBIe HAUJICHHBIM CITACCHHUEM, OCTAaTOK 00e/Ia B BUJIE Yast C TUPOKHBIMA KOHKYPCAHTKHU
MpOBev, MoJTYa HabuBas pTel. Tenephb yxke s 3aJyMUMBO U O3 SHTY3Ma3Ma BO3MJIA BIJIKOW TIO CJTU-
BOYHOMY KpEeMY U Pa3MBIIILISIIA, Yero MHe Oy/IeT CTOUTh 3Ta aBaHTiopa. [IpaBuibHO Jin sl mocTynuia?
Benpb rie 310 BUaHo, 4T0OB HEBECTa MCKaJIa JpakoHa caMa’?

— IloBTOpHM, MoXkayicTa, YTO Tl CKa3aJl y9acTHULIAM oTOopa? — JIpakoH MONepxXHYJICS YTpeH-
HUM KO(pe M Kakoe-TO BpeMsi OTKa3bIBAJICS BEPUTh B TO, UTO cefiyac Hec MOMOIIHUK. — Kakue, B
3aJIHUILY, Il JOKHA BHICHKUBATh MOSI JKeHa?

B kaGuHeTe Ha IepBOM TaXe MOBUCIIA THIITUHA, KOTOPYIO HAKOHETI Pa3pyIIIHJI CIIUIIIKOM BBICO-
KW JIJT1 MYKYUHBI TOJIOC JIMYHOTO TOMOIIHUKA U IO COBMECTUTEIBCTBY Ha3BaHOro Opara BepHa —
JHomenuko. TolbKo MOTOMY, YTO OHY OBLITM BMECTE C PAHHETO JICTCTBA, JPAKOH PEIvI He OTKYCHIBATh
WIUOTY TOJIOBY.
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— Hy a uto 51 um nomxkeH ObUT ckazath? — JJOMEHUKO BBITJISIIEN pacTpenaHHbIM U celdac cye-
TWICA Jaxxe OOJbIIe, YeM OOBIYHO.

Or ero Hape3arolieil Kpyru 1o KaOuHeTy (purypbl, 0OJTAaUeHHON B OUYepeJHbIe MOJIHBIE IIIMOTKHU
KaKOro-To TaMm JI0OMa, Hauasio psiOUTh B Ta3ax. Bee ke romyOble yKOPOUSHHBIE ITAHIIBI U PO30BBIH
MUKAK — 9TO TaK cebe coueTaHue.

— OHU cnpallivBajiy Ipo Cynpykeckui goiar! — 3ajioMui pyku JJoMEHUKO. — A Tl HE XOTel,
YTOOBI O TBOEM YEJIOBEYECKOM OOJIMUbE CTAJIO U3BECTHO paHbIlie BpeMeHu! S nomkeH ObLT MM pac-
CKa3aTh aHEKJIOT Mpo JApakoHa u Jsarymek? Cunraeiib, OHA Obl ero olleHWau? JIeBYIIKY 1 Tak He
OYEHb B BOCTOPre OT UJIEN CTaTh KEHOW OIPOMHOM SIILIEPULIbL.

— H-pa... — BepH HaxMypuJics. — AHEKJOT IIPO JIATYIIEK HEBECTAM PACCKa3blBATh HE CTOMT.

— Bot u s tak nogymain. Ho Huuero ymHee siuil B rosioBy He npunuio. M BooOiie, MHe upest ¢
oTOOpOM cpa3y He MmoHpaBuoch! S1 00 3ToM roBopui. Heyxenn MOKHO TaKUM CIIOCOOOM BHIOpAaTh
ceOe HOpMaJTbHYIO XkeHy?! 3Haelb, Ha KOro OHU ceivac oxXoxu?

— Ha koro? — nocnayuiHo yrounui BepH.

— Ha crato kopru TBO€i. . . — [IOMEHHMKO 3aMelIKaICs, oAOMpasi CJIoBa, — BECbMa CBOe0Opa3HON
TeTymKy. [IoMHuUIIIb, B TOM rofly Ha HUX Hamaj CTpayc, CMOTaBIIUiics U3 Bobepa? Kak onu Oeranu
OT HEro Mo JIBOpY, OECTOJIKOBO JIasId M TIOTOM BCe ke TPOOpaIUCh B JOM, 3a0WJIMCh TIO TUBAH B
OVPI030BOI TOCTUHOM U TaM Haccaiu?

— Ilymaeriib, OT HEBECT MOXHO OXKHU/ATh. ..

— Hymato, mpo6siemM oT HUX OyneT OoJbiie, YeM OT MATH OECTOJKOBBIX KOPTY U OTHOTO CTpa-
yca-unuota! Xots Obl IOTOMY, 4TO HeBecT y TeOs necsath! Kakoil HopMasbHbIA MYXUK COOEPET Mo
OJIHOM Kpbl1iel ecsaTh HeBecT? Thl Bcepbe3 HaMepeH Cpey HUX OTBICKATh Ty caMylo?

Hy, namepen wm Her, aeno necsaroe. HO MOXHO ke OTHOCHTBLCS K TIOPYUYEHHUSIM HayaJIbCTBA
orBercTBeHHee? Hao e Obi10 mpuaymars! HeBecta, BoicikuBaromias siiia! BoT uTo 3a moau ero
OKpYXatoT?

JIOMEHHKO ellie YTO-TO 3MOIMOHATIBHO TOBOPHJI, HO BepHy OH Hajoes, Mo3ToMy MPHIILIOCH
cocnarbes Ha Jiena. Kakue nmeHHo — oH ertie He npuaymai. Ho moyemy Obl He CBA3ATHCSA C IABHUM
MHCTUTYTCKUM TipusiTesnemM? [locoBeToBaThes, HapuMep.

JloMeHUKO, OCO3HaB, YTO €ro HITHOPUPYIOT, OOMKEHHO CBAJIIJI, a BepH oOparuiics K O0JIbIomMy
3epKally, CTOSIBIIEMY B yIJTy.

[Tpesxne yeMm crath Mapom Jpakonsero ['oposna, BepH yuuics B akagemun. He To uto0bI 1pa-
KOHY MpsIMO TpeOOBaJIOCh BhICIIee Marmueckoe oopasoBanue. IIpocto 1o 6pu10 mpecTikHO. OH ¢
CaMo¥ I0HOCTH 3HaJI, YTO 00s3aTeIbHO TIOCTPOUT MOJUTUYECKYIO Kapbepy U M3MEHHT KU3Hb IPAKO-
HOB K JIydIliemMy. A elle HalaJuT OTHOIEeHUsI ¢ PPaHITIMCCKIM KOPOJIEBCTBOM, KOTOPOE JIPAKOHOB
U3psITHO MoGanBaIock. BoT v Havas ¢ morpykeHus B 4yKIyI0 KyIbTypy.

[orpysuics Tak TIyOOKO, YTO 003aBesiCsl YETHIPbMSI IPUATEIISAMHE, TPH BUIEC KOTOPBIX Maru-
CTpBbI aKaJEMUH JI0 CHX IOp YJIeNeThIBalIM CJIoOMs ronoBy. AHmxked, banbrasap, Haroc, I'epanba u
BuBepH — 3TH UMeHa /10 CHX TOp UCHIOJIB30BAIMCH B akaieMuy BMecTo Gabaiiku. [Ipaaa, myrammch
MOYEMY-TO TOJIBKO TPETIOIbI.

Ku3Hp uX packujana, HO Jpyxk0a He PYIIUTCSl pacCTOSIHMEM. A eClIM TBOH JIydIlUi Jpyr —
apxumar PpaHIIMCCKOrO KOPOJIEBCTBA, TO COI03 BYX OCYAAPCTB CTAHOBHUTCS HE MPOCTO BO3MOXK-
HBIM, a MPAKTUYECKU Hen30exkHbIM. MiIMeHHO depe3 AHkes: BepH momyuwnn paspelieHue Ha oTOop
¥ IMEHHO C AHJ/IKEEM ceiluac MbITAICS CBA3ATHCA.

[IpaBna, HUKAK HE AymaJl, 4TO BCS YeCTHasl KOMITaHusl coOpanack B BparenOypre, Bo ABopiie
apxumara. JIpakoH fgaxe OIIyTHJI JIETKYI0 OOM/y: OHM TaM pa3BJIEKAIOTCs, UM BECEJIO, a OH. ..

— BepH, crapuna! — BockJIukHYJ ['epasnbg — Bammup.

— 51 e roBopm, ero He xBataeT! — Bacuiuck Haroc 1ei1oBUTO MoOmpaBui OUKy.

— Kaxk tBoO#1 0TOOP? — yIBIOHYICSA AHIKEH.

OcraJibHble MMOBEPHY/IUCH K HEMY.
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— O160p?! — obanmen bansrazap 1 movecas pora.

— U 11 Momuan? — Haroc, ka3anochk, ObUT MOpakeH 10 TTyOUHBI AyIid. — Jla BBI... HE ApY3bs
BBI, & YIIbIPb 3HAET KTO!

— 51 — He 3Hal0, — MOCTIEIIIT OTKPECTUThCs [ epanba.

— Camu, r71aBHOE, )KEHWJIUCh, 2 MHE BeIbMBI He Joctanock! — Oypyan Haroc. — Tpu cBambObt
nonpsia! [la y MeHs 4yTh MeueHb He OTBAIWIIACK, IO CUX TIOp TIOXMeJIbe He pomuio!

— Jla 3T0 OTOMY, YTO ThI BYepa BOJKY IIMHTBEHHOM 3amMBaJl, — HAOMHII Bastb.

BepHy npuiuiock HAMOMHUTH O ce0e, CIIOBECHBIE TePEeNaKi B UX KOMIIAHUM MOIJIU JIJTUTHCS
Yacamu.

— Pebsra! 4 nocoBetoBatbest! DTOT UAMOT. .. B cMbIce — JJoMeHMKO HaBpaix 000 MHE KaHH-
aaTKaMm ¢ Tpu KopoOa. [Ipuaymaiite, Kak eMy OTOMCTHTb.

— Hy, — I'epasnb 3axymavicsi, — yousatsb ero Hesib3s1. OH TBou cueta BeJeT. M BooOine, ApakoHOB
MaJio, X Oepeds Hao.

— A 410 OH cKazan? — cnpocuil AHIKEH.

— Yro xeHa apakoHa OyJeT BHICHKMBATH SIALIA.

Bouapuiacek TuinmHa, HaroOTHEHHAsT HE COBCEM MHTEJUIMTEHTHBIM YIUBJICHAEM.

— A oHH y TeOs1 4TO, HE cO3pesn? — OCTOPOKHO MOMHTepecoBascs bab.

— Toraa Tebe paHo mpoBoauTH OTOOP. — Haroc 10BOJIBHO pacxoxoTascs.

— IIpunypku, — 6ypkHya Beph.

— Oi1, kakas y Bac TyT si-s-siniepunia! — B 3epkasie nosiBUoch JOBOJILHOE MUJIOBUIHOE JIMUUKO
BeJIbMbI MUKa3JUIBI — JKEHBI AHIKES.

OuapoBarenbHoe co3fanue. IMeHHO yBUIeB ee, BepH 1 penmi KeHUThCSl HEMPEeMEeHHO Ha
Be/IbMe 1 HeITPEMEHHO Ha uesioBeuecKoil. Muka OyKBaIbHO 3apakaia BCeX SHepriuei ¥ ONTUMHU3MOM.
Bor 1 ceiiyac oHa YMOKHYJIa 3epKaJio M, paclyxaB MYKHKOB, yCeaach MPsMO Ha IO.

— O yem 6onraere?

— [IpunymbiBaem, Kak OTOMCTUTb OIHOMY TOITyOOMY JIPaKOHY.

— A... — Beapma ynuBiieHHO OTKpbUia poT. — OH Tony0o#, MOTOMY YTO €My JPAaKOHUXH He
HPaBSTCS WK TIOTOMY, 4TO 0TOOpOoM jiisi BepHa 3aBenyet Mosi cBekpoBb? OHa U JPaKOHOB B pa3HbIe
[BETa MIOKPACUTh MOXKET, B 3TO 51 Bepio!

Touno! Kak on mor 3a6biTh? Hao nopyuunts JloMEHHKO BBECTH KaKue-HUOYb OMO3HABATE -
HbIE 3HaKH, YTOOBI OH MOT' pa3inyath BegpM. BooOiie ro rmiany BepH gomkeH He3aMeTHO HaOmoaaTh
32 OTOOPOM M TIPUCMATPUBATHCS K YYaCTHUIIAM, a YK UCTIBITAHUU Ha TPEThEM MOPA3UTh, TAK CKa3aTh,
KaHJU/IaTOK CBOE KPacOTOM.

— JJomenuko He rony6oi. OH HeOecHbIN. XOTS Kak 1Mo MHe — Oonbie deepuueckuil. Peepu-
YecKuid qeowt!

— Tax, — Haroc 1oBonbHO notep pyku, — OyaeM OUTh Bpara ero e opyxuem. Y Te0s sSila ectb?

— Ha o1 goctan! — BepH Bcepbe3 Havas BBIXOAUTD U3 CeOsl.

— D710 TH JOcTal. $1 Mpo KypuHbIe. A Jyulle Kakue-HUOYIb 310POBEHHBIE.

IIpakoH 3aaymaJcs, BCIOMUHAs.

— Ectb, KaxeTcs, HemogaueKy crpaycunas gepma, TaMm rnpogapaiu!

— Bo! Tloitner! — aktuBHO 3akuBan Haroc. — Ilokymaembs gecsiTh siMil M Ha3HAYaellb Hep-
BOE UCTIBITAHHE: BBICUIETh MAJICHPKUX APAKOHUMKOB. YCTpanBaellb KOHKYpCaHTKaM BCSKHE MPEIsiT-
cTBUS, a [JOMEHUKO MycTh OOBSICHSIET BEIbMaM, YTO OT HUX TpeOyeTcsl.

— U ouenuBaet pesynbrarhl, — 100aBui basb.

Wnes nokazanack uaTepecHoi. M mpapaa, 4to oH, Kak peOeHOK, OyJeT MeJKHe MaKOCTH JPYyry
aenatb? CaM npuyMas BeapMam 3a1ady, caM MycTh U pa3OupaeTcs.

— U BenpM MHeE He oOvKaii! — morpo3miia KyJIJakoM apXyuBebMa.

A oH u He cobupancs. Hy, 3a uckimodyeHueM TOH, KOTopasi ero 4yth He cmmbna. C Hell y
BuBepHa rutaHupoBasiCsi MHTEPECHBIN pa3roBop.
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Ho cHavana HyxHO ObLI0 IoTOparBathesl. Cerath Ha (pepMy, MPUBE3TH C IECSITOK CTpay-
CHUHBIX SIUIT (XOTh Obl Y HUX HAIIUIOCh HY)KHOE KOJIMYECTBO!) M MOArOTOBUTD BCE AJIs1 McbITaHus. Ha
JIOMEHUKO pacCUMTHIBATh HE PUXOIUTCSI.

BepHy npunuiock mpoxaarh sidlia 10 caMoro Beuepa U IMoj MOKPOBOM TEMHOTHI IEPEHOCUTD
ux B 3aMoK. OX 1 3am00ascst oH 310 Aenath! [oBOpAT, CKOpIIyIia CTPAYCHHOTO SIHIA BbIICPKIBACT
BEC B3pPOCJIOro My K4urHbl. HO BOT CHJIbHBIE JIaITbl APAKOHA MTPEACTABIISUTN CEPbE3HYI0 YTrpo3y. XO35uH
bepmebl e1Ba pa3po0ObLUT JECATOK SUIL, TAK YTO MIEPEHOCHUTH X BCE CEIOBAJIO OCTOPOKHO, MHAUE BECh
3aMBbICeN COPBETCHI.

YecTHOE CI0BO, B OIMH MOMEHT BepH nomymait, OyaTo 3TO M BIPSMb €r0 MOTOMCTBO, U JIaXKe
OIIYTHJI CJ1a0ble BCTIOJIOXH OTIIOBCKOTO MHCTMHKTA. XOTS AETH Y APAKOHOB POKIATMCH CAMBIM OOBIY-
HBIM ITyTEM U JIMIIb K TOY MOTyYaIn CIOCOOHOCTh 000PAYHUBAThHCS.

[MoTtom npuria ee 6osee heepudHas Uaesi: MOKPACUTD sTidlla B BECEJICHbKUI LIBET. YK OOJIBHO
IPYCTHO OHM CMOTPEJIUCh, Jieska Ha 1oy B nonymyctom amdape. [IpaBaa, BepH Tpe3Bo oneHMBa
CBOM Xy/IO’KECTBEHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH. M3 Bcex paciBeTOK BHIOpa HanOoliee pOCTyio — apOy3HYIO.
Emy Tak moOHpaBUJIOCh CaMO3a0BEHHO MaJieBaTh Ha sIlaxX sIpKUe 3eJIeHbIe MOJIOCKU, YTO HACTYIIUIIO
Aaxe KaKoe-TO MEUTATUBHOE COCTOSTHHE.

3a 3TUM 3aHATUEM ero ¥ 3acTan [JJOMeHHUKO.

—3-3-3... BepH, uTo TH Aenaemis?

— PexBusur rorosio.

—A... 910 sita? Ciymaid, Hy 5 ke nomrytuii! Sl uM 3aBTpa Bce paccKaxy, epes] UCTIbITAHUEM
o0epHy Bce B IIYTKY. Yero Thl 3aBesics?

— Ilepen kakuM UcIiBITAHUEM ?

— Masnep. IlepBas nemu [Ipakonsero I'opoma momkHa o0nagaTh W3BICKAHHBIMUA MaHEpaMU.
YMeTts noniepkuBarh 6ecey, BecTu ceOsl 3a CTOJIOM. DT0 0a30Bble HABBIKH, KOTOPHIE sl IIPOBEPIO B
xozie coOeceoBaHusl. . .

— Cky-ko-Ta. — BepH ormMaxHyJicsl.

— A 4TO THI IIpeJIaraeub?

— Bo! Bnaneit, 6par, pekBU3UTOM!

Sito-apOy3bl BBIIILIM CJIeTKa HEKY3sIBble, HO OUY€Hb JAyIIeBHbIe. XOTh CAMOMY Ca/IUCh J1a BBICH-
KUBA, aBOCh YEro BBHIPACTET.

— Bepn, TbI 1ypax?

— Taxoit xe, kak Thl. S yxe 3akongoBai amOap. [1ycTb BRICHKMBAIOT U 00EpEraioT APaKOHbIX
JeTEHbIIIIEH.

— TeGe BeapM HE KaIKO?

— A Te6e? Jla OHU BCIO HOYb I71a3 HE COMKHYT, Pa3MbIIIUIsAs, KaKk OyayT HAHYUTh TUTAHTCKUN
JPaKOHUI oMJeT!

— Hy, xouemisp, 51 ceituac nepes HUMU U3BUHIOCH ? !

Ha 310 BepH TosbKO pacxoxorasucs.

— O Her, Moii apyr.

OH BIpyr 3aMeTHI1 B OKHE KaKOe-TO JIBUKEHUE U C MHTEPECOM BBITJISIHYIT HA YIIUILY.

Her, korna BuBepH cenmi B 3aMKe AECSATOK BEIbMOYEK, OH OXKHMIAJ, YTO TUXUE U HEMHOTO-
JOJHbIE (M HEMHOTOJJPAaKOHHbIE) KOPUIOPHI HATIOMHATCSI CMEXOM U cyeTor. EMy He XBaTasio Becesbs
Y SHEpPruu, HO BUJIETh KOHKYPCAHTOK B JBOPLIOBOM CaJ/ly OKa3aJoCh HOBOJIBHO HEOOBIYHO. A elle
HeoObIYHee ObLIO TO, YTO AEBUIIBI APYKHO, TPAKTHUECKH €IMHBIM OPTaHU3MOM. .. IEprajid JepeBo.

— Yro oHM Jienaiot? — 3ayMYMBO cipocuil JJOMEHHUKO.

— He 3Hat. MosxeT, 3T0 Kakoi-To BeibMUHCKHI 00psan? Ha ymauy?

UTo-TO MOACKA3BIBAJIO, UTO YAa4yel 3/1eCh U He MaxXHeT.

— Ilpunymaii M oro3HaBaTeNIbHBIE 3HAKU, — MOMPOCHI BepH. — A TO s ¢ KaKOW-TO U3 HUX
MOB3JJOPUJI, & C KAKOM MMEHHO — TIOHSTh HE MOTY.
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I'nmaBa 3

JIBepu KOMHaT ObUIM OAMHAKOBBIMU. Kak KX 3aroMUHATh — JIMYHO MHE OBbLJIO COBEPILEHHO He
MIOHATHO, MOSTOMY IMPUIILIOCh cYMTaTh. Mosl OKa3aaach YETBEPTOM IO CUETy, ecy 3a OTIPAaBHYIO
TOUKY OpaTth OBOPOT ¢ JiecTHUIBL. C 0HOI CTOpOHBI cocesikoi Oblta Jlekcw, a ¢ apyroit — Genucusi.

Muible IITOPKHM B LIBETOYEK, KpOBaTh MOJ OAJJaxMHOM, TPIOMO M OTPOMHBIN IIKagd — BOT,
NOXaTyi, Bce yOpaHCTBO KOMHAThl. CUMITAaTUYHO, YIOOHO, COTHEYHO. A caMoe IJIaBHOE, MHOTO MecTa
Y THXO — y/IOBOJIbCTBH S, KOTOPBIX 5 OblIa HAYUCTO JIMILIEHA B POIUTEIHLCKOM JloMe. OH BCe ke CIIMII-
KOM MaJl JiIs Tako# Oosbliolt cembu. HaBepHoe, M03TOMY HaM U ObLJIO HEYIOTHO BCEM BMECTE.

ITostomy ceituac s1 MPOCTO HaCIAXAJIACh CBAIMBIIMMCS HAa MeHs cdactbeM. U eciu 310 cya-
CThe 0Oecreunsia OrpoMHasi Kpbulatas siliepHLia — s FOTOBA BBICHKMBATD SNIA U 1aXKe HAHYUTD JApa-
KOHAT. [IpakoHbsi Mauexa 3By4UT OoJiee ropsao, 4YeM keHa MsACHUKA. HeloBobCTBa ApYrux KOHKYp-
CAaHTOK 51 He MOHMMaJIa. XOTsl, BOBMOXXHO, OHH IPOCTO KUJIM MHAY€E U MPUBBIKJIMA K CBOEW KOMHaTte,
KOTOPYIO HE HYKHO ObLJIO IeJIUTh C CECTPAMHU.

BasATecsa Ha MOCTENIN CKOPO CTAJIO CKY4YHO, M 51 pellnyia uccieioBaTh Heapa mkada. JpakoH
He nockynuics. Kaxayio KOHKYpcaHTKy (51 COMHEBaJIach, YTO MOJAOOHOE CUACThE PUBAIMIIO TOJIBKO
MHE) OKU/1aJ1 UEJIblid BOPOX OfIEK/bI.

S BbITalIMIA MEPBOE MOMNABILIEECA IUIATE — PO30BOE, KOPOTKOE U 04eHb cMenoe. C y3kum
KOPCETOM H TIBIIITHOM 100Kk0i. K HeMy B KOMITIEKTe 1Iu1a BEIbMOBCKasi OCTPOKOHEYHAs NS B TOH.
OTa MoJiesb BOIIUIA B MOy COBCEM HEJJaBHO M Ha3bIBAJIACh «ApxuBeabMax». ['oBOpuiM, 4To Mosoas
’KeHa apXymMara BecbMa SKCTpaBaraHTHa B BBIOOpE HapsAJ0B, TEM U ITOKOPHJIa CBOETO MyXKa.

OOBIYHO TEMHbIE BEIbMBI, KOS MHE M CJIEIOBAJIO CTaTh, IIPEANOYUTAIN KJIACCUYECKHE Yep-
Hble MoJie. B KpaiiHeM citydyae 4yTo-To TeMHO-cuHee 1 6oproBoe. Ho ceroins s pemmia He crec-
HSATHCS U OBITH SIPKOW. Briepesn Xk aaj yX¥H, U KTO 3HAET, YTO JJIs1 HAC IIPUTOTOBKJI PACTIOPSIAUTENh?

ITnaree ceno kak BauToe. Kopcax, e1Ba 51 B HEro Bje3ja, caMm OOHSUI TaJIMIO, KaK BTOpast KOXa,
100Ka OTperyimpoBana JUIMHY, U s OblJla TOTOBA MATH TOKOPATh MHP M IpaKoHA. YKUH Il HAc
HAaKpbUIM BCE Ha TOH ke OTKPHITOM BepaHzae. JJOMEHMKO BCTPETHJI Ha BXOJE, MOXeJal MPUITHOTO
arreTuTa U XOpoIIero Beuepa, a 3aTeM OCTaBUJI OAHUX. Kak OH ckazail: OTAbIXaTh M 3HAKOMUTHCS.

— Tuddanu, a rae TBos MeTna? — odecrnokoeHHO crpocuia Pemucusa. CBoo oHa OGepekHO
NpyKUMaia K rpynu. [a u ocranbHble J€BOUKM ObUIM HE TOJBKO B BEABMOBCKHUX LUIAIKAX, HO U C
Memiamu. Bee, kpome MeHsl.

— Hy Tak... — 51 noxana njae4amu. — A y MeHs1 HET METJIbL.

— Kak HeT MeT/ibl? — cO CBALIEHHBIM YXKaCOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA COBCEM IOHAs CBETJIO-pycasi Be/lb-
MOYKa, KOTOPYIO, €C/U 51 He ommbanack, 3samu Cuiana.

— Hy Tak — Her. — §I HeMHoro cMyTiiack. — 51 e He BellbMa, a Ta KOHKYpPCaHTKa, ¢ KOTOPO
MBI IOMEHSUIMCh MECTaMU, CBOIO METIy MHE He jana. Sl 1 He npearosaraia, 4To OHa HyKHa.

— Hymaia, 4To THI ITPOCTO Be3elllb ee B Oaraxe, — Mpu3Hasiachk JIekcw.

— Jla u Garaxa-To y MEHsI HE OUYEHb.

— C GaraxoM y Hac Bcex He oueHb. Uto enatb-To Oynem? — JIeKcu CHOBa B3sijla MHUILIMATUBY
B CBOM PYKHU.

— A 0e3 MeTJIbl COBCEM Hellb351? — HECYaCTHO YTOUHMJIA 5.

— Her, koHeuHo xe! — xopoM ocaiuiiu MeHs AeBouku. — Kakas Beapma 6e3 mersl! Tebe cpouHo
HY’XKHa MeTJa.

— Hy u rne s ee Bo3bmy?

— M1 npuaymaem!

Jlasiplile pa3roBop NpHILUIOCH NPepBaTh, Tak Kak NosBuics yxuH. Ho annerur nponasn. f Bce
AymaJja: Kak JIoIro cMory nputBopsAtbesi? ITo BceMy BBIXOIMIIO, UTO HE O4eHb. [laxe ecau MeTiy
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KaKMM-TO YyJOM pa3Io0biTh, OHAa BCE PaBHO He OyaeT Hactosiei! BeapMuHCKas MeTesnka — He Mpo-
CTO aKkceccyap, 3To apredakt, Ipyr u paMusbsap. A ecu APaKOH YCTPOHUT KaKOW-HUOYIh KOHKYPC
nosyieta Ha Mewiax? Bot s orno3opioch!

JIeBOUKM OXMBWJIMCH M HAYQTM OOCYXJaTh YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO MHE HETOHSITHOE, KaKKe-TO
YIJIbI IPUJIOXKEHUST CHJTBI, MacChl M KO3 PHUIIMEHTHI. S OBICTPO BBIKJIIOUMIACH M YECTHO CKa3asia, YTo
He MOHMMAI0 HU cJioBa. Bripouem, cyas 1o 3arpy:KeHHbIM JIMIaM, 51 Takast OblTa He OfiHA.

— Camoe cJI0’)KHO€ B CO3/IaHUM BEIbMOBCKOW METIIbI, — MOSICHUIA MHE, — 3TO 3aKJIMHAHKE, Hajle-
JISIIoIIee ee Marn4ecKuMu cBoiictBaMu. Ero 1o/mkHa 4uTath caMa BeJjbMa 1 MUCaTh TOXE, UCXOAs U3
CBOETO BHYTPEHHEr0 MHUpA, XapakTepa W MOTPeOHOCTEN, BEIbMe ke C METJION B3aMMOJEHCTBOBATD
BCIO JKU3Hb.

— 51 Huyero He HaruIIy, 5 TOJILKO HAPHCOBATH MOTY.

— Hy, counHnM KOJUIeKTHBHO, — OTMaxHynachk Jlekcu. — [1aBHOe, PO BHYTPEHHUI MUP Ham
CBOH pacckaxku. § Toxxe He cama mucana. f BooOIe He Mo NMpoduiIo yunuiach, MHE OT 0alOyIIKu
nocranack. [IpaBza, netath Ha Hell HE OYeHb YIOOHO.

— A MHe TOJl 3aKa3 JIeslaJi, — MOJIENTMIACh COKPOBEHHBIM ellle OfHA JIEBYIIKA.

— A MHE...

— A B uem Torjaa npodnema? — nepeOuia s MOTOK MBIC/IEH APYTMX AEBYOHOK — KaXJOH He
TEPIIEIOCh MOAETUTHCS] UICTOPUEN BCTPEUU C METEJIKOM.

— B marepuanax, — nosicimia cHoBa Jlekcu. — Henb3st B3ATh MPOCTO PYyYKy OT IIBaOpHI U
BETOUKHU M3 cajia. XOTs MPYThsl, AyMai0, MOKHO, €CJIA Mbl 13 CBOMX METEJIOK MO MAPOUKe BhIAEPHEM,
a OCTaJIbHOE J1I00epeM TeM, 4To ecTh. JJOMIKHO COUTH. A BOT C OCHOBHOW YaCThIO... TYT MOTYT BO3-
HUKHYTb TIPOOJIEMBI.

— A kakue npo01eMbl ¢ pyYKoi? — HAXMYPUJIAcCh S1.

— Pyuka nomxkHa ObITh y&Ke KUBasl. .. UX XK€ BHICAKHUBAIOT CIIEHIUAIIBHO.

— Yo, IpsAMO YepeHKamMH? — yIMBUIIACH 5.

— Ara.

— A MoxeT ObITh, KaKoe-HHOY/b JIepeBIie HaiieM? — BhICKa3aJl KTO-TO POOKOE MpeIokKeHHe,
KOTOPOE BCE OCTAJIbHbIE BOCIIPUHSLIN C Oy PHBIM SHTY3Ha3MOM.

BoonyeBneHHble BeJbMOYKH OBICTPO JOEH TO, YTO OCTABAJIOCh B TApEJIKax, M BECEJIOH mepe-
IIENTHIBAIOIIENCS IypbOO BHIBAUINCH B Cajl, IEPEMyraB CaJlOBHUKA BOIIPOCOM O TOM, 1€ MOKHO
JOCTaTh MAJICHbKYIO HEHYKHYIO SIOJIOHbKY WJIM BUIIIEHKY, WM €IIIe YTO-TO TaKoe ke ISl OUeHb BakK-
HOTO JIeJia.

C XMBBIM, PACTYIIMM JIEPEBOM CaJJOBHUK — HEMOJIOJOH, HAITyTraHHbI aKTUBHBIMU JIEBUIIAMU
MYKHUK — paccTaBaThCsl KaTerOPHMUECKH OTKazajcs. Ham ke He MOIXOIMIIM YKe BBICOXIIHNE BETKH.
B wurore npunum k koHceHcycy. OH BblIal HAM KPUBOBATHIM CYK, KOTOPBII HAJIOMUJIO BETPOM, U
naxe yopas ¢ Hero kopy. A camoe IpeKpacHoe, OH TakK CIEIIMI OT Hac U30aBUThCS, UTO HE 3a]aBal
BOIMPOCOB. BO3MOKXHO, MPOCTO OOSIICS YCBbIIaTh OTBET. $1 ero mpekpacHo MoHUMalIa.

JleByIIKH, TOMYYMBIIME B 3arpedylye pyK: BeCbMa COMHUTENbHYIO TAJIKY, PaJI0CTHO MOCKa-
KaJM ¢ Hel B YKPOMHBIN yromok. $1 mepemenianach BMECTe C HUMHM M YeM Jajibllie, TEM MEHbIIe
BepWJIa B ycriex Oe3Ha/Ie)KHOTO Aena. A BOT KOJIJIETH 1O 0TOOpPY ObLIM BOOYIIIEBJICHBI CBEPX MEPHI.

Anna, Baimna u KpuctuHa, ¢ KOTOpOil Mbl TO3HAKOMUJIUCH TOJIBKO 32 Y)KUHOM, BHICYHYB OT
HAIPSDKEHUS SI3BIKM, COOPYXKAIM M3 Pa3HOKATMOEPHBIX BETOUEK METTy-TMas3il. BeToYku AeBYOHKH
HaJeprajim u3 CBOMX MeTesiok. Bee 31o 6e300pasue Jlekcn nepeMarbiBaia YepHO# aTIacHOM JICHTOM.
A Banuna u @envcrs B MyKax pokJaii 3aKJIMHaHMe. S cTapanach He CIyIIaTh TOT Opell, KOTOPBIH y
HUX BBIXOZIMJI. A Be/Ib MHE TIPE/ICTOSLIIO BJIOJKHUTH B CTPOUYKH CBOIO CHITY. 3aa4a MOYTH HEeMOCUIIbHAS,
HO 51 IOJKHA ObLIA TIOCTAPaThCsl, €CIU XOTeNa OCTaThCs B 3aMKe.

— Ha! — Jlekcu mpoTsiHy/ia MHE JIMCTOUYEK C KOPSIBO HANMCAHHBIM TeKCTOM. OH ObLT HECKOJIBKO
Pa3 UCTIpaByieH, ¥ MO3TOMY IPOYUTATH C MEPBOTO pa3a ObUIO CIOXKHO.

Basimna Bpyumiia MHe 4yJ0 KpeaTrBa I0HbIX BEAbM.
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Mertna nonyumiack crpamtas. Hy, BOT Tak mpocto u 6e3 U3bICKOB. YKacHOE JIOXMaToe uy/0-
BUIIIE, HAEISTh KOTOPOE Markeil He XoTesnock. M faxe yepHblil OaHT He Kpacuil KpUBOE IPEBKO U
TOpYaIKe B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI TIPYThI.

— Hagaii xe, Tuddanu! — nondoapriin MeHsI.

— A TouyHO Hago?

— Ecnu He caenaenip, To Bce BCKPOETCS.

— OHO ¥ TaKk BCKpoeTcs.

— Ho yxe nocne mo6enpl. be3 MeT/bl Thl BRIMTPaTh HE CMOKEIIIb.

— A ¢ 3tuMm. .. — 51 6pesrmBo noTpsicia memion. — Ctano ObITh, cMOTY?

— Tuddanu, mel crapanucs! — BbIIBUHY/IA TOCTIEAHNAN M caMOe IJIABHOE — JIEICTBEHHbIN apry-
MeHT Jlekcu.

MHe cTao CTBITHO, U 1, BBIIOXHYB, HaYajla YUTaTh 3aKJIMHAHUE, HO HE MOIJIa OTIENaThCs OT
MBICJTH, UTO s C 9TOM METJION JI0 y’kaca HarloOMHUHAJA Hally Oa3apHYI0 ABOpHUYMXY 3occu. TouHee
MeTJIa O4YeHb ee HarloMHUHaJIa. 30CCH ToXke Oblla KPUBOBATA TO JIM M3-32 CTAPOCTH, TO JIM 3-32 IETCKOM
TPaBMBbI, pacTperiaHa ¥ HOCHJIa Ha BCKJIOUEHHBIX BOJIOCAX aJIblil OaHT.

3akJMHaHKE 3aKOHYMIIOCh, BO3/IYX HAMOIHUJICS UCKPAMH, KOTOPbIE BUJIMCh BOKPYT MOHX PYK
Y METJIl M B KOHEYHOM CUeTe pacTBOPUJIMCH B JIpeBKe. MeTesKa MoAIphIrHyia, YUXHYJIA U BblAaja
TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Oit! Onsrs rpssuina! Besae rpssuimal

MBbI 3aMepau B HEMOM M3YMJIEHHH, U TOJIBKO JIeKkcu crycTsl Kakoe-To BpeMsi HEIOBOJIBHO IPO-
n3Hecna, 00paIasch KO MHe:

— W BoT uTO 310 THI cetvac caenana? M camoe riaBHOeE, CripaiivBaeTcs — 3auemM?

— A BaIm ToXe roBopsT? — MOTEPSHHO BOIIPOCHUIIA 5.

— Her. B Tom-10 1 f1ien1o, uto Het! Thl BooOIIIe BUena KOria-HUOYIb TOBOPSIIYIO METENKY ?

— 4! — nepHynoch Haiie co3aHue y MeHs B pykax. — ! d! 4!

— Hpi!

— U 4to MBI Oynem nenath?

BanuHa ofikHYyIa 10 cCBoeMy OOBIKHOBEHUIO. JIeKcH 3a1yMasiach.

— [Ipsitate. Ee Mbl Oyziem mpsTaTh U I0CTaBaTh TOJIBKO B CAMOM HEOOXOIMMOM Clyvae.

I'ne-To BHaneke, B 3aMKe, pacraxHyJIOCh OKHO, U3 KOTOPOro BbICYHYJICs [JoMeHnKo. BeapMel
APYXHO (PBIPKHYJIM: Ha pacropsigurtesie Oblia Mpe3adaBHas HOUHAsl pyOalllka ¢ KpykKaBUMKaAMM,
KaKas-To JO y’)Kaca YOIOpHasi U CTapOMOJIHAS.

— Kpacapuiipl, — Ha paccTostHUM ObUIO OCOOEHHO 3aMETHO, KaK MapeHb MaHEPHO PacTSATUBAET
CJIOBa, — HEMEJIJIEHHO cTynaiite cnath! Bel Begp ycranu ¢ goporu! Tospko NOCMOTpUTE Ha CBOM I1J1a-
Thsl, BBI ke TIpocTyauTech! B 1om, Bce B JOM, MOM JIOPOTHUe, U CIAJIKUX BaM CHOB.

— Kak mymaere, oH... Hy... smom? EBHyx? $1 uutana, 4ro qpakoHHI AepKar BO3Jje ceOsl eBHY-
XOB, UTOOBI T€ HE MOIJIM TO3APUTHCS HA IPAKOHBUX keH! — OKpyIIMIIa ia3a AHHA.

— IJaxxe ecau He 3TOT, a TOT, HaM He JI0JIokar, — CIpaBeyIMBO 3ameTwiia Jlekcu. — JlagHo, oH
MpaB, yTPOM MOJAHUMYT HH CBET HHU 3apsi. [ 1aBHOe, uto Metiny ass Tudgdanu mel cripaumu. Ternepb
Thl HACTOSIILIAs] TEMHAsl BEbMA.

Sl ckenTMYeckM MpoMoIyana, a MeT/a 3aBO3MJIach U Bblaja:

— Xomiot TyT! TormuyTt! I'psAzummni-m-ma, yx!

HayTtpo s Bcrasa ¢ TBepapIM pelieHneM HaOpaThCsl CMEJIOCTH U MOMPOCUTh KPacKu, HY WIN
x0Ts1 ObI Kapanamni. Kpacora 3a OKHOM, KpacoTa 3aMKa M CMeHa OOCTaHOBKH JIEHCTBOBATH BIOXHOB-
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JISI0LIE: KaXKIYI0 CEKYHIy B IOJIOBE POKAAINCH AECATKU CIOKETOB JJIsSl PUCYHKOB. MBIC/Ib O TOM, C
KAKO# CTOPOHBI NMOACTYNUTHCA K JIOMEHMKO, 3aHMMaJjla MEHs BCE BpeMs 10 3aBTpakKa, BCe BpeMs B
MpoLecce 3aBTpaka U HEMHOTO IOCJIE.

CoHHble BeIbMbI JIECHUBO KOBBIPSJINCh B OBCSHKE C (DpYKTaMH M MEIOM, pa3roBOpPbl €CIIU U
ObLIH, TO TEKJIM BSUIO. YTPO BBIIATIOCH UyJECHOE, COTHEYHOE, 3aBTPAaKaTh C BUIOM Ha JOJIMHY OKa3a-
JI0ch J10 y)aca npusaTHo. Ho Bce ke cnaTh XoTesoch OoJblIie.

— Jambl! — [loMeHMKO, cUsisl, KaK HAUMILEHHAsl KaCTPIoJis, MOSBUIICS Ha BEpaHJE U 3aCEMEHUII
K nepuiaM OajIKoHa.

CeromHs Ha HeM ObLTH OUYepETHbIC «IPAKOHBI» IITAHbI, TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT Pa3 HeKHO-CUPEHEBOTO
nBera. U pyOarika Kk HUM B TOH. Bonochl pacriopsiiuTelts 3auecai Ha3a v Tak OOMIJIBHO TIOJHUT TeJieM,
YTO OHM OJIECTEJIM Ha COJIHIIE sIpue, YeM OpOIIKa Ha HUIsAnKe BanuHbl.

— Haperock, BBl XOPOI1IO OTAOXHYJIM U OCBOWJIUCH, IOTOMY UTO CETOJHSI HAUMHAETCS Hallle Mep-
Boe ucneitanue! Ho mpexnae, yem s oTBedy Bac [Ulsl BHIIOJIHEHMS 3a/laHMs, XOuy Nepelarh BaM
MOIAPKU OT JIpakoHa. BMBEpH MPUMHOCUT CBOM M3BMHEHUS 3a TO, YTO BBUJY 3aHSATOCTU HE MOXET
MTO3HAKOMMTBCS C BAMU HeMelieHHo. Urak. ..

OH B3MaxHyJ PyKOW, M Tiepell KaXAO0h BeJbMOW MOSBWIACH HeOObIas ImKaryika. HukTo
MOYEMY-TO HE TOPOMWJICS 3aryIsiAbIBaTh BHYTPb: HE TO 0XKUIAJIM NIO/IBOXA, HE TO YAUBUJIMCh, YTO OJa-
pUBaTh HAC HA4YaJM BOT Tak Cpasy.

A s HaMBHO MedTasa, 4YTo TaM OyayT Kpacku. Bapyr qpakoH Ha camoM Jiefie He 37100Has site-
pHlLIa, a MUAJIOE JKUBOTHOE, UyTKOE Y TOHKO UYBCTBYIOILIEE UCKYCCTBO?

— DT0 He MPOCTO NoAapKu! DTO Ballld, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, OTJIMYUTEIbHbIE 3HAKK, MOU Joporue!
— IIPOJOJIKAJ CUATH [JOMEHHUKO.

S HUKOrJa HE MPUBBIKHY K €r0 MaHEpEe PacTAruBaTh CJIOBA.

— Bce-Taku, — HakJIOHMIaCh KO MHE JIeKcH, — eBHYX.

S oTKpBUIA POT U C MOAO3PEHUEM NOKOCUJIACh Ha pacriopsautesss. ToT MO B3I 3aMeTHII
Y HUYYTh HE CMYTHUJICA:

— Ha-na, 1oHas kpacaBuua? Y Bac NOSIBUIUCH BOIIPOCHI?

Jlekcn XuXUKHYa, a 1 pe3KO BBIIPSMUIIACH U [TOKPACHEA.

— Her. 1U3Bunwure.

— Hy uto0 %, Torga nmpogonkum. B Bammx mkaryiakax — ykpamenus. Ho ykpamenus Herpo-
cThie. Kakmoit KOHKYpCaHTKe Mbl HA3HAUMJIA CBOM OCOOBIN KaMeHb, MOAXO/ISIINN TOJIHKO eil. Bricias
TM033Ms1 IPAKOHOB 3aKJII0YAETCSl B YMEHUU 00paniathes ¢ AparorieHHocTsIMU. COBCEM CKOPO BbI YBU-
JWUTE YHUKAJIBHYIO JPAaKOHbIO COKpoBULTHULYY ! Hy a B Balmx mikaryskax — HEKOTOPbIE SK3EMILISPbI,
oToOpaHHbIe TMYHO BuBepHOM.

Kaxnas Beapma nomyumia Habop OpoOIIeK ¢ onpeiesieHHbIM KaMHeM. Briopy ObLIo TOBepHTH,
YTO JAPAKOH U BIIPSIMb HAC HEMHOTO TMOM3YyYall, MOTOMY 4To Jlekcu gocTascs Aep3Kuil pyOuH u ee
OpOIIKK ObUIH CIUIONIH B BUJE TIEPbEB UM MPEKPACHBIX HECYIIECTBYIOIMX NMTHLl. BanuHa nomy4nia
HEXKHbIA MSTKUH KeM4yr, AHHA — TSDKEJIbIA HACHIIEHHBIM U3YMpPYI. A s 3aCTbUIa, IJIsI/ISI HA TIpe-
KPacHBI YUCTBIN Tomas. [Tk OpoIeK ¢ HeXHO-TOMYObIMH, KPUCTATBHO MPO3PAYHBIMU KaMHSIMH.
Bynyuun HepaBHOIYIITHOM K JIIOOOMY UCKYCCTBY, sI B BOCXHIIIEHUH 3aBHCIa HaJl KOpoOKko#. HemoBosb-
HBIX HE HAIIJIOCh: KaX/Jas Be/lbMa, 3aTauB JbIXaHWe, pacCMaTpUBala CBOM YKpalleHus.

— Ioxanyiicra, Bceraa HOCHTE OIHY U3 9TUX Opollel Ha HaiieMm otoope. Pazymeercs, mocne
3aBepIIIEHNS UCTIBITAHUI BBl CMOXeTe 3a0paTh MX cede. A Tenepsb. ..

OH noTtep pyKH B MPEIBKYIICHUH.

— Eciti BBl 3aKOHYMIIM € 3aBTPakoM — MPOIITy 32 MHOU. Hactaio Bpemst mo6opoThest 3a ceptie
JpakoHa!

S yxe He ObUIa Tak yBepeHa, YTO Xouy MoOexaaTh. BamrHa cHOBa BKajach B MOIO PYKYy, a
OCTaJIbHBIE BEIbMBI HEPBHO TIOMPABJISIA IUIATHL. S po cBO0 BOOOIIE 3a0bl1a, HY He ObLIIO BO MHE
BeIbMUHCKUX WHCTUHKTOB!
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JloMEeHMKO ITPOBEJI HAC Yepe3 BECh 3aMOK, BKJIIOYAs Tajiepelo, Iie 1 BCTPETUIIach C HeaJeKBar-
HBIM yOopuwmkoMm. CerofHst OH HaM, K CYacThio, He MOMNAaJICS Ha MyTH. 3aTO BCTPETHIIACh CUMITaTHY-
Hasl CJIy’KaHKa, KOTOpasi OMKHYJIa IIPY BUJE TOJIIbBI HEPBHBIX BEbM U MOCTIEIINIIA CKPBITHCS B HEAPaX
3aMKa.

PacriopsianTens BbiBeN HAC Ha YJHMILY, TIPOBEJT Yepe3 BeCh CaJ U OCTAHOBHWJICS Y OOJBIIOTO
ambapa.

— Wrak, Mou goporue BeJbMbl, IEPBOE UCIIBITAHKUE HAIero otoopa oueHb BakHoe! Kak s yxe
YIIOMMHAJI, camasi [JIaBHasi MMCCHS JPaKOHbEH Cynpyru — BeickknBaHue sull! I[ostomy ceituac Mul 1
IIOCMOTPUM, €CTb JI Y BaC TAJIAHT K 3TOMY HEITPOCTOMY, HO OYEHb OTBETCTBEHHOMY Jie1y. BHYTpH BbI
HaiiJieTe 10 ApakoHbeMY SIMIY, M Ballla 33/1a4a CO3/1aTh JETEHBIIY U/IeaJIbHbIE YCIOBUS /151 BBLTYII-
nenusi! Bce matepuastsl Bbl Haiiete BHYTpH. M 4TOOBI YCIOKHUTD 3a/1a4y, Mbl JOOABMIJIM HEMHOTO
BHEITHUX TpenstcTBuid. Obeperaiite CBOMX MOIONEYHBIX, TOMHHTE, YTO WUACABHBIE YCIOBUS IS
AETEHBIIIEN IPAKOHA — 3TO TEIUIO U JII0OOBb.

C stumu ciioBamu JIOMEHHMKO OT MOJTHOTHI YYBCTB JJaKe MPUKPbLT [J1a3a.

W otkpbi1 aBeph B ambap, BUAMMO, HAJEsICh, YTO MBI C SHTY3Ua3MOM KUHeMCcsl BHYTpb. Ho
Be/IbMbI — CYIIIECTBA MyraHbie, OCTOpokHbIe. Koraa 1axe ot camoii cedst K Aelllb MaKOCTH, B HE3HAKO-
Moe MOMeIIeHHe 3aryIsAbIBaeIllb AKKYPAaTHO. A 9TH ellle M MeHsI BIiepe]l BBITOJKHYIIHU, OyTO HAMEKasi:
HY BOH, JIETH TBOM Oy/yIllue, U1 3HAKOMBCS.

— A nouemy OHM... Takue? — OCTOPOKHO NIOMHTEpecoBajiack Penucus.

— 3eneHsble, — 10OABIIIA APOXKAIIUM rojiocom BanuHa.

CHayasia MHe TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO B amOape Ha MSTKOW MOJIOKKE M3 CeHa Jiexar apOys3bl. [laxe
TMOIyMaJIOCh, YTO AOJISI 3APABBIX PACCYKAECHUI B 3TOM ObUIa: KTO e JACT MPAKTUKOBATHCS BeJbMaM
Ha HacTosuMx siuax? Ho nmpyu BTopoM pacCMOTPEHUH BBISICHUIIOCH, YTO SIilla TOJIbKO MacKMpoOBa-
JMCh TIoT apOy3HYIO PACKpPacKy, ObLTH pa3MepoM ¢ HEOOJIBIITYIO KOIIIKY U BHITJISIENH MTOKA JOBOJIBHO
6e300u1/1HO.

— la, moyemy OHM MOXOXH Ha apOy3bI? — JIekcu TyT ke mpucrana K JJoMeHuKo.

MHe nokasauioch WM OH pactepsiics?

— Ilonnmaere, AEBYIIKH. .. CYLIECTBYET TpaaullMs. B 1aBHHe BpeMeHa, KOraa MeKAy APaKo-
HAMH ¥ JIIOJBMHU ellle He ObLIO MUpPa, IPAKOHOB, K COKAJIEHUIO, )KECTOKO UCTpeOsi. Y 4ToOs! 3aiu-
TUTh CBOUX JETEH, OHU MPSATAIN AiIa Ha apOy3HbIX MOJSIX.

Bouapuiace 3agymunBast TUIIMHA. Te BeAbMbI, KOTOPBIM CTAJIO KaJIKO OETHBIX UCTPEOIsieMbIX
APaKOHOB, IIMBITaJI HOcoM. Hy a Te, y Koro MesbKHyJ1a maibHast MbICTb «Ye 3a Open?!» — mmbiranm
MO3IOM.

IToka Mbl TOpMO3MIIM Yy BXO1a, JIOMEHMKO BOCIIONIB30BAJICSI MOMEHTOM M BIIMXHYJI HAC BHYTPb.
JIBepr ambOapa 3aK pbLIKCh, 3arTYIINB OKOHYaHUe (hpasbl «YIauu, MOU Ioporue!».

— W kak MBI TOJKHBI X BBICHIETh? — CKENITUYECKN XMbIKHY/Ia AHHA.

— Tak, mamsl, He paccrnadnsemcs!

Henosuras Jlekcu TyT ke B3sla BCE B CBOU PYKH.

— MB&1 nomkHbI ToMoub TudpaHu CripaBUTBHCS ¢ UCIIBITAHUEM JIyullle BceX. buicTpo penraem
po0IeMbl CO CBOMMHU SIAIIAMU U TIOMOTaeM eii!

— Jla, HO KaK BbI MHE IIOMOXETE, €C/I MBI J1a)Ke HE 3HAeM, YTO HaJI0 JeJarhb?

— JleBouku. .. — npomentana Banuna. — Xonogaer!

B ambape u BripaBay BIpYT CTpEMUTEIHHO Havasa MaaaTh TeMIeparypa.

— fitna! — gypHBIM rojiocoM 3aBoruia AHHA U MepBasi KWHYJIACh K CBOEMY.

Touno, Tero! Kak coxpaHuth siflia B TeIuie, €Clid Ha MHE TOJIbKO Jierkoe ruiatbuiie? [py-
'Y€ Be/IbMbI CIIPABJISUIMCh, KTO BO UTO ropas: BanuHa cBepHyiach KIIyOOUKOM M HAKOJIIOBAIA OOJTb-
I1IMe MIEPCTSHbIE BAPEKKH, KOTOPHIMU OOHUMAaJIa S0, Percus 3aMoTasia APaKOHbEro IeTEHBIIIA B
sy, Jlekcu 6opmotasia cede o] HOC KaKoe-To 3aKJIMHAHUE M PACTUPAJIA SIIOBUTO-3€JIEHYIO CKOp-
JIyIy B IOJIOCOYKY.
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— Oil... — pa3ganoch UCIIyTaHHOE XHBIKAHbE U3 YIJIA.

M5l IpY’KHO TOCMOTPENIH Ha THIITHOTPYAYI0 AJIHCY, KOTOpasi pacTepsiHHO B3Upaia Ha HeOOIb-
I10i1 KOCTEPOK, Pa3BEJECHHBIN 110]] SULIOM.

— Ha, — npobopmotana Jlekcu, — 3ps 1 CKeNTUYECKH OTHOCHIIACh K 0TOOpy. BoiOnpars Beapmy
B JK€HBI HAOOYM M BIIPSIMb OTACHO ISl IPaKOHBMX jeTeil. Tol uto cnenana?! OH xe Ternepb omJeT!
Tudpanu, a Te1 uto cmoTpuis?! I'peii!

Bcerpenenysimch, st oOparuniack K sidiy. O 6oru, XpaHsiiye BeAbM, 51 XOTb U HEe BeJbMa, HO
nomorute MHe! YTo ObI TAKOTO MPUAYMaTh-T0? XM... YTPOM, COOMpAsiCh Ha 3aBTPAK, I MUMOXOJIOM
yBUJEJA B KAy TEIUIbIi, MATKUIA, MOXHATBIN CBUTEPOK. Takoil o4apoBaTesbHBIM, YTO S JakKe Mpo-
BeJia 1o HeMy pykoil. HaBepHoe, ero moBecwiv Tyaa Ha Ciiyday MPOXJIAJAHbBIX JTHEH, B ropax OHU Jaxke
JIETOM MOTYT OBbITh HETIPUSITHBIMH.

Tak moyeMy Obl He IPU3BaTh CBUTED K cede?

4 3akpeiia rnaza. baOymika yumiaa oOnekaTh Marmyeckue skelaHusl B 00pas3bl U KapTUHKHU.
MmenHo nostomy nana 3arpeniajl MHe KOJIJJOBaTh: 51 HE MOIVIA, KaK Marv, y4uBIIMECs TOlaMu, OTpe-
LIUTBCS OT BCErO MOCTOPOHHETO U MPOYECTh 3AKJIATHE, 51 M COCTABIIATH-TO X HE yMeJa, JefCTBOBaA
Ha sMormsx. BoT u ceffuac kuBO BOOOpa3mia, Kak HA/EBal0 Ha MyXJEHbKOE apOy30sIUI0 YIOTHBIH
CBUTEPOK, a IIOTOM (paHTa3Msl MIOHECIaCh BCKayb: BOT SIMLO JIEKUT B KPOBATKE, BOT U3 HETO BBUIYII-
JISIeTCsl MAJIEHbKUIM IPAKOHYMK U POOKO JBIIITAT TOHEHBKOW CTPYWKOM OTHSI. . .

— JleBouKH, SIi11a-TO CTpaycuHble! — BOPBaJICs B MOU I'Pe3bl FOJIOC KaKOK-TO IEBUILIbL. — 51 TOUHO
3Hal0, y MeHs nana — gpepmep!

OTKpbIB 1232, 1 OCTOPOKHO ocMoTpesiack. Karactpodbl He Cy4nsIoch: BEAbMBI CUIEIN Ha
MecTax M OTYAssHHO I'peJu siIa, a Y MeHsl B pyKax ObUT TeTUIEHbKUI cBHUTEp. B Hero s u 3akyrana
OyyIiero HacjaeHUKa ApakoHa. [Tomydnaock HEMHOTO KOMHYHO, HO 3aTO TEIUIO, s Jake TOpIoCTU
3a U3SAIIHBIA BBIXOJ U3 CUTYallMM MPEUCHONHMIAch. A JlekcH ele U MoAennsach ¢ pyk KpOIIeYHbIM
OTOHBKOM, KOTOPBIH COrpeBaj MArKYI0 TKaHb JOMOJHHUTEBHO.

— [Ipsamo-Taku crpaycunble? — Jlekcu ¢ coMHEeHHeM MocMOoTpesia Ha ilo. — MoxkeT, mIpocTo
TIOXOXKU?

— Jla TouHo roeopio! § MX 3HaeTe CKOJIBKO B )KM3HU BUjena?

— Her, 310 HUM B Kakue Bopota! — Bo3MyTmiIach nogpyra. — OHU 4YTO, HajJ HAMU U3JeBalOTCA?
CHavasa 3aCTaBJISIIOT BHICH)KUBATH SIHIIA, & TENepb BBISICHSIETCS, UTO IaXke He JPAKOHbU?

— JleBouku. .. — nuckHy1a Banuua. — Bel cplimre?

— Yero? — Jlekcu 3amonmuana. — He cipiiiry. Ho Bpoze teruieer.

Ha kpeiiie am6apa 4To-10 3acKpediioch.

— Ilo xony, TemHeeT, — cKkazania .

TonbKo Kak MOXKET TeMHETh B 3aKphHITOM ambape 6e3 okoH? U uto Tam Takoe ckpebeTcs-Tto?
C kaxJ0il MUHYTOW MOCKpeObIBAaHUE CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE TPOMYE U TPOMYE, & TIOTOM... TIOTOM CBET
B am0ape OKOHYATeIbHO MOrac M C KPHIIIHM pa3aliock Mep3Koe, mpoduparoiiee npsmMo 10 KOCTel
XUXUKaHbE.

CreioM 32 HIM 4TO-TO MOCKPEOIIOCh B IBEPb, U. .. BEIbMBI IPYKHO 3aBU3KAIH.

CkBO3b BU3T 5 pa3InyuniIa BOILUIb Jlekcu:

— CIIOKOMHO! 3TO UCTIBITAHUE!

Ho ucriyranHbix I€BYOHOK OBLIIO HE TAaK-TO MPOCTO MPUBECTU B UYBCTBO. Y MEHS y CAMOM AyIia
B IAATKH y1uia! Hedro ckpe6iock cHavana B IBEPb, IOTOM CTYYaJIO TI0 KpbIIIie, TOTOM OAHOBPEMEHHO.
W xuxukano, Xuxukajo KakMM-TO )KYyTKUM MOTYCTOPOHHUM T'OJIOCOM.

— Marb IpakoHOB! — ycibIIIaayu Mbl HeJOBOJIbHBIN Oac AHHBL. — ] 510 pa3paBuial

Kaxercsi, Mbl Bcell rypb0OOli HE TIPOIEM JaJTbIlie TIEPBOTO UCIIBITAHMS.

— He 6oiicsi, 1pakOHATATKO, — s MoOaloKayla B pyKax siilo, — Mayexa TeOs 3amuTut. [lana
y TeOs1 He JIPaKkoH, a KyKYIIKa, MOAOPOCHIT S0 HE3HAKOMOH BeabpMe na yieren. Ho Hudero-o-o.
Brutymnuiibest, BeipacTellb, st Te0si Haydy pucoBarth. Byaenis nmepBbiil IpakOH-XyIO0KHUK. . .
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[Noxoxe, co cTpaxa y MeHsl HAYaaKiCh TAJUTIONMHAIIMM, HO MHE BAPYT OTYETJIMBO MOKA3aJI0Ch,
YTO SIAIIO UyTh 3aTPSCIOCH. XOTs B TEMHOTE, /1a TIOJl MPAYHBIE JIS/ICHSIIIINE YTy 3aBbIBAHUS «HEUTO»
C KPBIIIH €111e ¥ He TO TIOKAXETCS].

Haxonen cBer BepHyJICA M BCe CTUXJIO. MBI Ipy’KHO IEPEBEIU 1yX, U TOIBKO AHHA IIOHYPO
CHUMaJIa C TUIaThs OIIMETKH XeTKa. Kak oHa yMyznpuiach pa3oMTh TOJICTEHHYIO CKOPITYITy, CIOCO0-
HYIO BblJIEpKaTh BEC B3POCJIOro 4yenoBeka?

— [Jla 4TO Xe 3TO 3a YCJIOBHSI, B KOTOPBIX HAaJJO BHICH)KMBATH JIPAKOHYMKOB, UTO OHH TaK U3Jie-
BatoTcs! — BosmyTiiach Penucus. — [IpsmMo He MaTepUHCKUE 00SI3aHHOCTH, & IIPOTUBOCTOSIHUE TEM-
HbeIM cutaM! Kak mymaerte, uro OyieT nasbiie?

A nanbliie pa3aanoch MOJ03PHUTENIBHOE «CKpeO-ckped». [Togo3puTeIbHbIM OHO OBLJIO OTTOTO,
YTO JOHOCUJIOCH HE CHAPYXKH, & U3HYTPU aMOapa, B KOTOPOM MbI CHIETH. A KOHKPETHEe — OT MOETo
sina.

S mobnenHena M MoOHsJIA, YTO CKOPO MHE TOKAXYT ApPakoHbI0 MaTh. BoT ono! Ilpuuuna, mo
KOTOPOH MHe 3ampemain KoiaaoBarb. CTOUT COMTh MBICJb B MOMEHT MPHUMEHEHHsI Maruu, 1 BCe —
pe3ysbTar HempeacKkazyem !

S 0OCTOPOXKHO MOJIOKMIIA A0 HA CEHO, U MbI CTPY/IMIIUCH BOKPYT.

— Kak nymaere, uro tam? — cipocuiia Banuna.

— IlpakoH, HaBepHOe, — CKa3aa Auuca.

— Jla Hy Kako# apakoH? D10 xe crpaycuHoe siino! Tam crpayc!

— Mosker, 3TO TOX€e YacTh UCHIBITaHUA? — Npeanonoxuia Jlekcu.

— Borock, 310 BHEI1aHOBBIN 3((PEKT, — NPULILIOCH NpU3HAThCs. — [IpruMepHO Takol ke, Kak
U C METJION.

Mo apOy3HOI MOBEPXHOCTH SIHIIA MO ITyOOKHe TpeluHbl. OHO 3aTpsICciioch, a 3aTeM pas-
BaJIWJIOCh HA TPU YacTu. 3aTpelan OeTHbIN MATKUA CBUTEP, CIACIINI JIETEHBIIA OT XOJIO/a, 3aBU3-
’KaJIi CHOBa BeJJbMBI. Sl BCTpeTHiIach B3MISIIOM C AByMsI HEOECHO-TOTyOBIMH TJIA3HMIIAMU U YCTIbIIIAA
JIACKOBOE ¥ MHOTOOOeIIaloIIee:

— Mawma!

V crpayca Ha TOJ0BE HA MaHEp HIANIOYKH ellle JIeKaJl OCKOJIOK CKOPJIyIbl, HO U3 CBUTEpA U
OCTaTKOB CBOETO OBIBIIIETO JOMa OH BbUIE3 IIYCTPO. MBI JpYKHO OTKPBUIA POT: CTPAyC ObLIT KPACHO-
OpaHKeBbIX OTTEHKOB. HecypasHbIil, HA TOHKMX HOXKaX, C TOpYAIIUMHU BOJIOCMHKaMu. OH, HEYK-
JO’Ke TIepeBaIMBasICh, CITyCTUIICS C KyYH CEHA M CHOBA BBIJIAI:

— Mawma!

— D710 OH Tebe, — 3aueM-To coodmmia Jlekcu.

S ¢ nurymMoM crioTHyIIa.

WurtepecHo, MeHst BBITOHAT? UTO Xyske: IPUTOTOBUTH APAKOHBETO MTPUHIIA HA MEJICHHOM OTHE,
Pa3IaBUTh JPAKOHBETO MPUHIIA WIIK BMECTO JAPAKOHBErO MPUHIIA BBUTYIIMTH KPACHOTO cTpayca?

3Bepiora OTKpbUIA POT, U S YK OBUIO MPUTOTOBWIIACH K OYEPEJHOMY «MaMa», HO... BMECTO
9TOrO M3 MACTH MTUYKHU BHIPBAJIACH CTPYS IJITAMEHU — MBI €/1Ba YCIIeJIM OTCKOUHTB !

— Ornepnpiamui crpayc! — BbIIOXHY/1a AHHA.

— Mawma! — ropao cooOmuI cTpayc 1 mojie3 OOHMMAaThCS.

BenpMbl IOPBIB HE OLEHWITN U OPOCUITMCH BPACCHITHYIO.

Uro TyT Hayanoch!

AMOap okazascs J0CTaTOUHO OOJIBIINM, YTOOB BMECTUTH JeCATh OeralirxX BeAbM. A cojloMa
— JOCTaTOYHO TOPI0YEH, YTOOBI BCIILIXHYTh OT HEOCTOPOKHOTO JABIXaHMs cTpayca. JIeBYOHKH oHa 3a
APYroi MPU3bIBAIM METIIBl ¥ IOAHUMAJIMCH B BO3YX, OJ1aro BHICOTA MOTOJIKA MO3BosIsuia. B xaoTny-
HOW OellleHO cyeTe OHM, KOHEUHO, pa30MBaIU SIWIIA, a CBEPXY 0 HUM HECCs CTpayc, IpeBpaiias
OnecTsIye JIyXHUIbl Ha TIOJy B XOPOIO MPOXKaPEHHYIO CO BCEX CTOPOH SIUYHUILY.

Bckope B sitmanmIIe ObLTIO BCE: MO, CTEHbI, MbI. JIEKCH BHCEJIa MOJ1 MOTOIKOM U IOJIMBaa BOJOM
CBEpPXY TOPSIIIYIO COJIOMY, @ Mbl C AHHOM TIBITAJIUCh OTJIOBUTH NITHUKY-UCTEPUUKY.
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— Mawma! — Ctpayc npoTecToBasI Ipu 000U MOIBITKE AHHBI €r0 TIOWMATh.

[Toxoxe, Kpome 3TOro cjoBa OH HAYEro He 3Hajl. B moell Bbllieaiei u3-noja KOHTposis ¢haH-
Ta3uM MaJIeHbKUE JPAKOHUYMKH JEHCTBUTEIBHO Ha3biBaIM MeHs MaMoid. Ho 310 ke He apakoH!

— Wnu cioga, s ckasanal

Beipyrasiuce, 51 pbIrHyJ1a BEpel, HO CTPAyC C yAMBUTEIbHOM JIOBKOCTBIO YBEPHYJICS U PBa-
HYJI IPOYb, He 3a0bIBasI TJIEBAThCSI OTHEM U ICKPaMH.

3aBu3kana BanuHa: «nTHYKa» MOIKET ee METy U 3arHajl Ha MOJIKY, [Jie XPaHWIUCh UHCTPY-
MeHTHl. BefHasi BeIbMOUKa CheKHUIach, OOHSIB rpadnu. Jlekcu He crpaBisuiach ¢ OKapoM. AHHA
noTHpasia ymmoaeHHOe KOJICHO, OCTAIbHbIE BONMJIM 1 Oeraii (WU JIeTaJIn) KpyTaMu.

Haxkonenr MHe yaanoch W3BEpHYTbCS M MOUTH cXBaTuTh crpayca! OH oKa3ajicsl yIUBUTEIbHO
CUJIbHBIM, HO, MOXET, 51 Obl €r0 M yAepkaJa, ecy Obl C YAHIIBI He MOCIBIIAIUCH TOPOIUIMBBIE 1Iaru
Y B3BOJIHOBaHHbIE T0JI0CA.

— Uro 3aech npoucxoqut?! — B ambap BopBascsi JJoMEHHKO B COMIPOBOK/ICHUY JBYX CTPaKHU-
KOB.

WM oTkpeuiach MOUCTUHE MpeNecTHas U KOMMYHAsl KapTUHA: JECATh BEAbM, MEepeMa3aHHbIX
CTpayCUHOH SIMYHMIIEH U OIMH OTHEJBIIAIIMI cTpayc. Pacropsaurens Tak v 3aMep, OLIAPAILIEHHO
orsiapiBas paspyiieHus. M B nonxenmen tummze pazganock MoHoe: « Tiok! Tiok! Tiok !»

Bce B3rsap1 00paTiMch Ha cTpayca, KOTOPBIA cO cTpaxa OMJICS TOJIOBOM O KaMEHHBIN TION U
BCE HEJJOYMEBAJI: TIOUEMY ke He cpadaThiBaeT JPEeBHUI MHCTUHKT MPEIKOB, MPU3BIBAIOLIHIA B JIIOOOM
HETOHATHOUN CUTYallM MPSTaTh OJIOBY B NECOK ?

Sl mocrienmmia mOAXBaTUTh NTUYKY, Ja0bl IMYHKILIA HE IOMTYYrIach ¢ MsicoM. Ha aToT pa3 crpayc
MOCIYIIAJICS M HACTOPOKEHHO 3aTHX.

— 3T0 YTO? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIT JJOMEHHMKO U 3a4eM-TO MPOTAHYJI cTpayceHbiiny najei. ITo
MHE, ITOCTYTIOK HEOCMOTPUTEIbHBIN U TIIYTIbIA. 32 3TO PacOPsAUTEN b TYT ke MOIy4rsI CTPYUKY IJ1a-
MEHH.

Ho, Bunumo, obutanue B 0IHOM 3aMKe C JPAaKOHOM Hay4nyio JJoMeHUKO ObITh Beera Haueky. A
MOXET, OH OT MPUPOIBI 00JIAAIT XOPOIIel peakIreid, TOTOMY UTO YBEpPHYJICS BecbMa JIOBKO. TOJbKO
Ha cTpayca CTajl KOCUThCSl KaK-TO YK OUYeHb KPOBOXKAJHO. A Be/lb NTUUKA NMPOcTo MasieHbKasi! OHa
e He CO 3J1a.

— Mui cymenn! — pagocTHO mpoBo3riiacuia JIekcu, crapatebHO Kopya U3 ceOsi UAMOTKY U
CrIakuBas cutyaluio. — [IpaBja, BbICUEIN TOJIIBKO OAHOTO!

—Ho3t10 cTpayc. .. — pacrepssaHo 3ametun JJomenuko. [Toqyman u go6awt: — OueHb CTpaHHBIN
crpayc. ..

— Hy, kakue diilia Aanu, Takoro JpakoHa U BbICHeNU! — ChA3BUIIA I0UKa (pepMepa, 3aCTaBUB
pacropsiiuTeNsl CTyIeBaThCsl.

— Bbl BoOOIIE Hac 32 MIMOTOK Aepkute! Mbl mprexaiu, 94ToObl CTaTh KEHOW JIPAKOHA, a BbI
HaJl HAMU U37ieBaeTech! — Bo3My1anach demcusl.

— HeBymiku, Tuxo! — JJoMeHHMKO coOpasics ¢ IyXOM M TMOMBITAJICS MPUIATh cebe Kak MOKHO
Oonee BaxHbIN BUJI. — Heyxkenu Bbl JymaeTe, BaM JOBEPHJIH Obl HACTOSIIIIME IPAKOHBH ST ? — CIIPO-
CHWJI OH. 3aMoJyasl, POKaluIsICs, monpaBuics: — fAina apakoxa!

JleBYyIIKYM B3Upaiv C UHTEPECOM, PACHIOPSIUTEND CTYIIEBAJICS U CKOPOTOBOPKOM CMEHWUII TEMY,
OCO3HaB, YTO 3Ta (ppa3a HE MOXKET IPO3BYYaTh PUJIAYHO.

— Taxk, ceftuac, Mou XopoIiue, Bce OeKMM yMBIBATLCS, IEPEOIEBATHCS U TIOTOM B OOIIMI 3aJl.
A HeyaayHbli Maru4ecKri KCIIEPUMEHT JlaBaiiTe MHe clofia. Sl ero... HeUTpaIusyio.

— Kak 310 HeynauHblii? — oueHb OOMKEHHO cripocua s. [To MHe — cTpayc BhIIIeN 3aMevaresib-
HBIH, APKUI U C U3IOMUHKOM. A ero cpa3y HeygaunbM! [Tonymaens, He gpakon! Hy, Tak BepHO nog-
MeYeHO, KaKkue i1 — TaKOB U PeOSHOK !
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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