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AHHOTaAMSA

[Mucarens nerexktrBoB Buktop CrpenblioB OOHapykHUBaeT Ha
yeprake pyKOITUCh, KOTOPYIO CUHTAJ COXKEHHOMN JIECAThb JIET Ha3ajl.
Bckope oH MoHMMaeT, YTo YOUICTBA, MOTPSICIIAE TOPOJI, B TOUHOCTH
MOBTOPSIIOT CILIEHBl W3 €ro HeomyOJIMKOBaHHOrO pomana. Hekrto
CclielyeT ero YepHOBUKaM, a 3aTeM BBHIXOAUT Ha CBs3b, Ha3biBas cebs
ero TeHblo. UToObl BBIKUTH, BUKTOp momkeH gomucarh (pUHAI, HO
B OpUTMHAJIE OH IPEAIojaraj CMepTh aBTopa. Temnepb NUcaTENo
MIPEJICTOUT CPA3UTHCS C COOCTBEHHBIM OTPakeHUEM — U C ThMOM, UTO
KUBET BHYTPH HETO.
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AabTep M.
Cuenapuii 1Js yoOMHIbI

I'naBa 1. IleneJs, KOTOPBIN HE OCTHLI

JloXAb KOJIOTHII 10 OKOHHOMY CTEKJIy C MOHOTOHHOCTBIO MET-
POHOMA, OTCUMTHIBAIOILETO IMOCIEIHUE CEKYHAbl UbEU-TO JKU3-
HU. Buktop CTpesnblioB cuien B IpoIaBIeHHOM Kpeciie, OOUTOM
BBITEPTHIM BEJTIOPOM LIBETA 3ANEKIIENCs KPOBU, U CMOTpPE, Kak
KaIlI1, CJIMBAsICh B MYTHBIE PyUEHKU, UCKAXKAIOT OUEPTAaHUS Be-
YEpHEro ropoja 3a OKHOM. B KOMHaTe maxJio mbUIbIO, CTAPBIM
JEPEBOM U YEM-TO HEYJIOBUMO KUCJIBIM — 3aI1aXOM 3aIlyCTEHUS,
BBEBIIMMCS B CTEHbI €r0 ChEMHOUM KBapTUPbL. BUKTOp yX)e Ou-
THII Yac TMIMHOTU3MPOBAJ B3IVISAOM 3Ty BOASHYIO 3aBECY, ITbl-
TasiCh BBUKAaTh U3 ceOsl XOTh OZIHY CTOSIIIYIO MBIC/Ib, HO TOJIOBA,
OOBIYHO TMOJTHASI MPAuHbIX 00Pa30B W 3aIyTaHHBIX UHTPHT, OT-
3bIBAJIACH JIMIIIb TJTYXOU, BSBKOU ITyCTOTOM.

OHn 6b11 MacTepoM cioBa. [lucarenem, 4b€ UMS rpemesio B
Y3KHUX Kpyrax LEHUTENe! JETEKTUBHOIO XaHpa, a 3aTeM — KO-
I71a )KaHp CTaJl CIIUIIKOM TEeCeH Uil ero aMOUIiA — U B Ooliee
HIMPOKUX JIUTEPATYPHBIX cepax. YeTbipHAALIATh POMAHOB, TPU
cOOpHMKA paccKasoB, Be SKpaHu3anuu. Ero repoii, MHCIIEKTOp
['pOMOB, CTaj NMOYTH HAPULATEJILHBIM NIEPCOHAKEM, A €TI0 LIH-
HUYHbIe a)OpU3MBI pacTacCKMBaIM Ha IUTaThl. Ho BCE 310 OBLITO



B MPOILION XU3HU. B TOM, T/1e OH OBUI MOJIOH SHEPTHH, TJIe W3-
JIaTeNbCTBA APAIKCH 3a MPABO MEPBBIMU HATEYaTaTh €ro HOBBI
pOMaH, Ijie YUTaTeIM 3aBaJIMBAJIM €r0 MUCbMaMu, TpeOys Mpo-
norskeHust. Teneps ke, TSI HA MyCTOM SKpaH HOYTOYKa, Mep-
LAOIIHIA B IOy TbME, KaK 3J7I0BEIIHIA CUTHAJ, BUKTOP OTYETIIMBO
MTOHUMAJT: KOJIOZEL UCCSIK.

Hexkorpga mieapelii UICTOYHUK BJOXHOBEHMS, MUTABIIUN €ro
(panTasuo, 3arsHyno uinom. IlocnenHue Tpu roga OoH He Hamu-
caJl HA CTPOYKH, JOCTOMHON myOnuKarmu. [TonbiTku HaYaTh HO-
BBl POMaH 0OOPAYMBAJINCH KAJKUMU, BBIMYYEHHBIMU HAOpOC-
KaMU, KOTOPBIE OH caM ke 0e3)KaJTI0CTHO CTUPAJI, HE IPOYUTAB U
10 cepenvHbl. ['epor OTKa3bIBAIMCh Pa3roBapyBaTh, CIOKETHbIC
JIMHAH PACCHITIAJIMCh, KaK KAPTOYHBIN JIOMUK, a SI3bIK, €r0 IJ1aB-
HBII HTHCTPYMEHT, Ka3aJiCsl 3apXKaBeBIIUM, HECTTIOCOOHBIM Tiepe-
JaTh Ty [IyOWHY U HAMpsKEHUE, KOTOPBIX OH TpeOoBas OT cedsl.
OH cTaJ1 3aJI0)KHUKOM COOCTBEHHOTO ycrexa. Kputuku, Hekoraa
MIPEBO3HOCHBIIIVE €T0, TENePh CO 3JI0PAJCTBOM ITUCAIIU O «TBOP-
YECKOM KPHU3HUCE», U3JaTeNlb BEKJIMBO, HO HACTOMYMBO HAITIOMHU-
HaJI O KOHTPAKTHBIX 00513aTeNIbCTBAX, a YMTATeJIH, YCTaB KIaTh,
MOCTENEHHO OTBOPAYNBAJIHCH.

BukTop norniesenuics, 1 Kpecao KaJloOHO CKPHUITHYJIO, BTO-
ps ero HacTpoeHuto. OH MOJHSUT B3IJISA] HA MOJIKY, YCTABJICHHYIO
€ro COOCTBEHHBIMU KHUTaMU. Kopelku ¢ BHITUCHEHHBIMU 30J10-
TOM OyKBamu: «JIaOMPUHTHI TEHU», « YOMICTBO B TIOJIHOTYHHUE,
«Kon BaBwiiona». Bce oHM Kazanuch 4yKMMH, HANMCAaHHBIMU
KeM-To ApyruM. Pyka cama noTsiHy/iach K CTakaHy ¢ BUCKH, CTO-



SIBIIIEMY Ha MOAJIOKOTHUKE. ’KHUIKOCTh SIHTAPHOTO 1IBETA JaBHO
noTepsiyia CBOM XOJIOM, HO COXPaHMIa OOKUTAIITYI0 ropeub. OH
caesnai GOMBIION TJIOTOK, MOMOPIIJICS, HO HE OT BKYca, a OT OT-
BpalieHust Kk camomy ceOe. AJIKOrosb CTal ero eIMHCTBEHHbIM
cOOECeTHUKOM B ITU JIOJTUE MECSIIBl TUIIUHBI.

3BYK yAapoB Karesb IO MOJOKOHHUKY BHE3AITHO W3MEHWI-
cs1. K MOHOTOHHO# poOu 100aBUIICS HOBBIM, OOsiee pe3KUil 1
HEpOBHBIN CTyK. BeTka craporo Tomosnsi, pocuiero mnoj OKHOM,
packauMBajach OT MOPHIBOB BETPa U CKpediia Mo CTeKITy, CIOBHO
YbsI-TO KOCTJISIBasl pyKa MPOCUIach BHYTPb. BUKTOpP B3ApOrHYII.
B 3TOM 3BYyKE €My MOUYAUJIOCH HEUTO 3710Bellee, HeKask HaCTOM-
YUBOCTb, KOTOpasi BbIBEJIA €r0 U3 COCTOsIHUA anatuu. OH pe3ko
BCTaJl, €/1Ba HE OIIPOKMHYB CTAKaH, Y MOJIOIIEN K OKHY. [Tpr:xas-
IIMCB JIOOM K XOJIOHHOMY CTEKJTy, OH BITISIZIEJICS B TEMHOTY. JIBOp
OBLT TTYCT, JIMIIIb MOKPBIN acajbT OJecTe B CBeTe eIMHCTBEH-
Horo (poHapsi. OOBIYHBIT TUTEPCKUI ABOP-KOJIOMEL], B KOTOPOM
OH CHUMaJl KBapTUPY, CKPbIBASICh OT HA30MJIMBBIX XKYPHAIUCTOB
¥ coOCTBEeHHBIX Ipu3pakoB. Huuero neoObraHoro. Betka nepesa
Ka4yHyJ1ach CHOBA, U CTYK MOBTOpWIICA. Beero nuiib epeso.

Ero BHMMaHMe NpPUBIEK COOCTBEHHBIA MUCbMEHHBIA CTOI.
TouHee, TO, YTO JIe)KaI0 HA HEM PAAOM ¢ HOyTOyKOoM. Tspkénas
CBSI3KA KJIIOYEH, Cpeii KOTOPbIX BBIIENSIICS MACCUBHBIM, C 3a-
MBICJIOBATO OOPOIKOM, KJIIOY OT YeplavHoil qeep. BukTop He
HOMHMJI, YTOOBI OH ObLT TaM. OOBIYHO CBSA3KA BAJISIACH B SIIIMKE
npuxoxeil. OH HaXMYpPWICS, MBITAsCh BCIIOMHUTD, KOTJa B TO-
CJIEIHUI Pa3 BHIXOAWI U3 KBAPTUPBI, U MOHSLI, UTO YK€ TPU AHS



He repectynai nopora. [{Hu ciamvch B onuH OECKOHEUHBIH, ce-
phIiA, TOXITUBBIN Bedep. OH B3sT CBA3KY. MeTayut ObUT XOJIO-
HBIM ¥ HETIPUSATHBIM Ha OIILYTIb.

U 1yt ero ocenmno. Yepnax. I'ne-1o tam, cpeau NbUIbHBIX KO-
poOOK | 3a0BITOrO XJlama, OH XpaHWJI cTapble Bely. Bernm u3
TOH, Apyroi ku3Hu. He T0 4TOOBI OH XOTET X XPAHUTh, TTPOCTO
IIpu Miepeesie, B CTIEIIKe U pa3ApaxkeHuu, OH CBINI BCE, UTO HE
BJIE3JIO B IIKa(bl, B 3TU KOPOOKU U BeJlesl TPy3uMKaM OTHECTU
ux HaBepx. OH He ObLI TaM C Tex cambIx nop. [loutu gecsrs Jer.
C toro camoro [H#, Kak... BUKTOp 000pBan MbIC/Ib, HE JaB e
odopmuthbest. CuimkoM 0ojie3HEHHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS TAWUIUChH
3a 9TUM «Kak». HO UMEHHO 3TO «Kak» W CTaJ0 MPUYMHON ero
HBIHEITHEero cocTtosiHus. [IpruurHON ero TBOpUYECKOM MMITOTEeH-
WY, ero OercTBa OT MUpPA U €ro OECKOHEYHOTO OIMHOYECTBA.

3aueM eMy UATU Ha yepiak? UYTo OH HajaeeTcsi TaMm HauTh?
Otger npumien cam codoil. Bnoxnosenue. BoamoxHo, mpukoc-
HOBEHHE K IMPOIITIOMY, K CBOUM MCTOKAaM, K TeM BelllaM, KOTO-
pble OKpYXaJH ero B MEPUO]] HAMBBICIIETO TBOPUYECKOTO TMOIb-
€Ma, CMOJKET pacIieBeuTh YCHYBINYIO panTazuio. Vi, ro kpaii-
Hell Mepe, MO3BOJIMT €My CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 KUBBIM.
310 ObUT XKEeCT OTYaAsTHUSA, HO BUKTOp yXBaTuics 3a HEro, Kak
YTOTAIOIINH 32 COJIOMUHKY. MeITTh ObLTO HeNb3s1. AJIKOTONb 1
araTtus MOIJIM CHOBA 3aTSHYTh €ro B CBOE 0OJIOTO.

OH B3sJ1 C MOJIKUA CTapblil, MOTPENAHHBIN (POHAPUK, MPOBE-
puJI ero — Oarapeiiku emie IpIain — U, HAKUHYB KYPTKY TIpsi-
MO TIOBEepX JoMaiHed (hpyTOONKH, BBIIIET B TEMHBIN KOPHUIOP.



JIBepb KBapTUPbl 3aKPbUIACH 32 HUM C [JIyXUM, OKOHYATEIbHbIM
LIEJTYKOM, OTPE3aB €ro OT TeIlIa ¥ TYCKJIOro cBeTa. JlecTHrnuHas
KJIETKA BCTPETUJIA €T0 3aTXJIbIM XOJIOZIOM U 3allaxOM KOIlayben
moun. [Toxbes ObLT cTapbiM, ¢ OOTYNMBIIENCS KPACKOM Ha CTe-
HaxX U UCTEPTHIMU JI0 OeToHa cTyrneHsmMu. Kakapiid ero mar or-
JaBaJICs TYJKMM 9XOM B IycTOTE. BUKTOpP MOIHSIICA Ha MOCIE/-
HUU 3TaX, CTapasCh HE CMOTPETh HA JABEPYU COCEIEM, 32 KOTOPBI-
MM IILJIa CBOS1, Uy>Kasl U HETIOHSATHASl EMY KU3Hb.

Bor u 1Bepp Ha yepmak. MaccuBHas1, oOMTasi CTapsiM, MecTa-
MU MOPBaHHBIM AE€PMaTHHOM, U3-110J, KOTOPOro Topyajia cepas
Bata. OHa BbIIVIsIfIeNa Tak, Oy/ATO €€ He OTKPBIBAIU LIENYyI0 Bed-
HOCTb. BUKTOp BCTaBWJI KJIIOY B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaXMHY. Mexa-
HU3M JIOJITO He TO/IIABAJICS], CKPHUIIEIT, HO HAKOHEI, C )KaJT0OHBIM
CTOHOM, NoBepHyJIcA. Iletnm 3apxasenu, U ABEPb OTKPBUIACH C
MPOTSKHBIM, JIEIEHSIIAM JyIIly CKPUIIOM, KOTOPBIM 9XOM pa3-
HECCS N0 JIECTHUYHOMY NPOJIETY. B 110 MaxHYJIO XOI0I0M, ITbI-
JIBI0 U 3araxoM roxyouHoro noméTa. Jlyu poHapuka paspesan
TEMHOTY, BHIXBATUB U3 MpaKa KOChIe OAJIKHU, TPYIbl CTPOUTEITh-
HOT'O Mycopa 1 OECKOHEUHbIE PS/Ibl CTAPhIX BEIEH, YKyTaHHBIX B
MOJIMSTUJIEH U TPSIMKU. DTO ObUIA KJIaJ0Basl YyKON MaMsTH.

BukTOp OCTOPOKHO CTYMWII Ha IATKKE NOJIOBUIIBL. [lon Hora-
MU YTO-TO XPYCTHYJIO — TO JI OUTOE CTEKJIO, TO JIM 3ACOXIIHUIA
royouHbIi NOMET. OH IBUHYJICS BITyOb, Be/ISl TyYOM U3 CTOPO-
HBI B cTOpoHY. [Ibl1b KiTyOunach B cBete (poHapsi, TAHILYsI B XO-
JIOMHOM BO3yXe. BOKpYT CTOSIIN CKeJeThl CTapoi MeOeu: Ka-
(b1 6e3 aBepett, TaKepKH, MPOIABICHHbIE TUBAHBL. BCE 910 ObI-



JI0 TIOKPBITO TOJICTHIM CJIOEM TIBLITH, TIAXJIO TJIGHOM Y 3a0BEHUEM.
OH nckas cBor KOpoOKu. I 'py3umkw, 1o ero mpock6e, 3a1BUHYIH
MX B CaMbI JJIbHUM YTOJI, IOAAJIbIIE OT IJ1a3.

HaxoHen, jy4 BbIXBaTuj W3 Mpaka 3HAKOMbIE OYEpTaHHUS.
Heckonbko OOJBIIMX KapTOHHBIX KOPOOOK, CKPEIUIEHHBIX II0-
JKEJITeBIIUM cKoTueM. Ha oiHOl M3 HUX MapKepoM ObLJIO BbIBE-
neHo: «B. CrpenbLoB. Pykomnucu u apxuBbl». Buktop nogomeén
omxe. Cepatie 3a0uioch yaie. OH rpuces Ha KOPTOUKU U Ha-
Yaj CpeIBaTh JIUMKYIO JieHTy. KapToH ObUT BIQKHBIM M Pa3MSIK-
MM, O[], NAJIbLIaMU OH pacrnos3ajics. BHyTpu jiexanu crapbie
KYPHAJIBI C €ro MepBbIMU MyOJUKAIIUSMY, YSPHOBUKHA PAHHUX
POMAaHOB, ITMCbMA YUTATEJIEH, MTOKEITEBIINE ra3€THbIE BHIPE3KU
¢ peneHsusiMu. Bcé 310 maxio tunorpadckor KpacKou U Mu-
HyBIIMM BpemeHeM. OH mepeOupan Oymaru, 1 BOCHOMUHAHUS
HaKaThIBIM BOJSHAMH. BOT mepBblil TOHOpap, KOTOPBIM OH Tak
ropnuicsi. Bor mucbMo oT JeByIIKM, KOTOpast Onarogapuiia ero
3a TO, 4TO «I pOMOB MOMOT €l NepekuTh pa3Boi». Bee 310 ObLIO
TaK JJaBHO.

Komasicb B Bopoxe Oymar, OH HaTKHYJICSl Ha IUIOTHYIO Y€p-
HYIO MarnkKy, CIPSATAHHYIO 1MOJ TpyAoi KypHanoB. OHa Obuia Tie-
peTsiHyTa OOBIYHOM OebeBOU pe3NHKON. BUKTOp MrHOBEHHO €&
y3HAJI, ¥ 110 CIIUHE TTPOOeka XOIOIO0K. DTO OblJIa Manka, B KOTO-
PO OH XpaHUJI PyKOIIMCh CBOETO CaMoro aMOMIIMO3HOTO M CaMO-
0 IPOBAJIBLHOTO MpoeKTa. PoMaHa, KOTOpPbIN OH AOJIKeH ObLT Ha-
nucaTh JecsTh JieT Ha3al. PoMaHa, KOTOPBIH IOJKeH ObUT CTaTh
€ro BepIIMHOW. POMaHa, KOTOpBIM OH CKET B CBOEM KaMUHE, TaK



Y He 3aKOHYMB. V1 ymait, 4yTo CxKer.

Jlpokaiumu OT BOJTHEHUS NAJIbLIAMU OH CHSUT PE3UHKY U OT-
Kpbl1 nanky. Cepxy Jjexasl TUTYIbHBIM JucT. Ha HEM, Hame-
YyaTaHHbIM HAa CTApPOM MUILYIIEN MAIlIMHKE, KPacOBaJICs 3arojo-
BOK: «CrieHapuii 151 youmip». BUKTOp MO4yBCTBOBAI, KaK rop-
70 caaBui cnasM. OH OTYETIIMBO MOMHUII Ty HOYb, KOT/IA Meva-
TaJl 3T0 Ha3BaHue. Houb, KOrjia ero )Ku3Hb pa3ieniach Ha «J10»
u «1ocye». OH Toraa ObUT Ofep:KUM Hjleeil cO3AaTh a0COMIOTHO
COBEpIIeHHBIN eTeKThB. PomaH, e youiiiia Obut Obl HE TPO-
CTO 3710A€eM, a procodoM, XyI0:KHUKOM, TBOPLIOM, a €0 Mpe-
CTYIUIEHUS] — MPOU3BeIeHUAMU UCKyccTBa. OH XOTeJT HalucaTh
KHUTY, KOTOpasi OPOCUT BbI30B CaMOMY TOHSITHIO MOpPaJIH, I0-
IPY3UT YUTATENIsl B IyYUHY TEMHOM CTOPOHBI YEJIOBEYECKOM 1Ty-
. Ho B Kakor-TO MOMEHT OH 3alllé)l CMIIKOM Jajeko. Ma-
TepuaJl HayaJs MOIIomaTh ero. [ epou BN U3-TI0]l KOHTPOJIS,
CIOKET HayaJl pa3BUBAThCS 110 CBOMM, )KYTKUM 3aKOHAM, a OH CaM
CTaJ 3aJI0KHUKOM COOCTBEHHOTO MpayHOro BooOpaxkenus. OH
HavaJl BUJIETh CIICHbI YOUCTB HasIBY, CJIBIIIATH TOJI0CA TIEPCOHA-
kel TBopUYeCcTBO MPeBPaTUIIOCh B KomMap. M oiHaxJp1 HOUBIO,
B MOPBIBE Oe3yMUs1, OH CXBATUJI PYKOITUCh U OPOCUJI €€ B KAMUH.
OH cMoTpel1, Kak IJ1amsl HOKUPAET JIMCThI, KaK KOPExKaTCcs CTpa-
HUIIbI, KAK UCYE3AET B OTHE BECh TOT YKaC, KOTOPBIT OH MOPOJIHIL.
[Mocrne 3TOro oH NMOKJISICS OOJIbIIIe HUKOT/IA He BO3BPAIAThC K
3TOMY ITPOEKTY.

Ho BoT 0oHa, nanka. Llenas u HeBpengumasi. Kak Takoe Bo3MOX-
HO? BuKTOp NMXopamoyHo Jucta crpaHuibl. [la, 310 ObUT TOT



camblil pomaH. OH y3HaBaJl CBOW MOYEPK, CBOM MTOMETKU HA TO-
JIIX, CAEIAHHBIE YEPHOM pydKOU. BCeE TO, 4TO OH, Kak eMy Ka3a-
JIOCh, YHUYTOXWJI. 3HAYMT, 3TO ObUT YepHOBUK ? Korusi? OH Beb
YHUUTOXUJ yucToBoM BapuaHT? Miu... inu on He nomuut? I1a-
MSTh YCITYKJIMBO TIOJICOBBIBAJIA OOPAa3bl: S3bIKYU IJIAMEHH, TUISI-
nryne Ha Oymare, 3amax ropesnoro. Ho on 6bu1 He B cebe. Mo-
XKeT ObIThb, OH CKET UTO-TO Apyroe? Vnm ero namsrth chirpaia ¢
HUM 371y10 IyTKy? B nocieanee Bpemsi oH BooOIIIe repecta J10-
BEPSATh CBOEMY PACCY/KY.

OH Hauas nepenucTbiBaTh CTPaHMULIbl, HE BHUKAs B TeKCT. OH
IIPOCTO CMOTPEJI HAa CTPYKTYpY, Ha 3HaKOMbIe I1aBbl. «[Iposor.
Cwmepts B TuIIMHE». «['1aBa 1. [TepBast xeptBa». «Inapa 2. Pek-
BUEeM 1o 0a0ouke». Bc€ 1o ke camoe. OH MOMHWII KaXIbIA CIO-
JKETHBII TOBOPOT, KAXK/IyI0 KPOBABYIO CLIEHY, KOTOPbIE BBIXOAWIN
U3-TI0]] €T0 Mepa, Kak y€pHas xkemndb. OH 3ax710nHy nanky. Ero
6una apoxb. [Iporiioe BIENIOCch B HETO CBOMMU KOCTIISIBBIMU
najblaMy IPSIMO 3/1€Ch, HA STOM MbUIbHOM 4eprake. OH CyHyl
TMAIKY MO/ MBIIIKY ¥ TIOYTH OETOM MOKKHYJI 9TO MPavyHOE MECTO.
Emy Hy)HO ObLIO BEpHYTbCS B KBApTUPY, 3alepeTh ABEpPb, Ha-
JUTh ceOe JBOMHYIO MOPIIMIO BUCKU U TOMBITATHCS OCMBICITUTD
HaxoaKy. Bo3moxHoO, 310 3Hak? Vnn HakazaHue?

Bepnysiuuce B kBaptupy, BHUKTOp mNEpBBIM [€I0M 3arep
JBEpb Ha Bce 3aMKU. EMy Ka3asiock, 4To 3a HUIM KTO-TO Habmoa-
et. [mynocth, KoHeuHo. OH NOJIOKWUII TANIKY Ha KYXOHHBIN CTOJT U
YCTaBWJICSI HAa HEe€, KaK Ha I'paHaTy C BbIIEPHYTOW YeKoi. OObIu-
Hasi y€pHasl Marnka, U3 TeX, YTO MPOAAIOTCA B JTOOOM KaHIIEISp-



ckoM marasuHe. Ho BHyTpy He€ — KOHIIEHTPUPOBAHHBIN ykKac,
KOTOPBIM OH Korga-to nopoawt. O Hamii cede Bucku. Ha stor
pa3 MOJHBIM CTaKaH. BeIMWII 3a/III0M, HE MOYYBCTBOBAaB BKYCA.
AJIKOrOJIb OOKET TOPJIO, HO HE MPUHEC YCIIOKOEHHUS.

EMy Hy)HO OBUIO MOHSTH, KK 3T MalkKa OKa3ajach Ha yep-
Jake. OH HayaJl BCIOMUHATh TOT J€Hb, AECATH JIeT Ha3aj. [lepe-
e31. Cnenika. I'py3unku tackanu kopoOku. OH ObLI ellIE He B ce-
Oe nocJe coxkeHus1. Moxer ObITh, OH caM, B IOTyOpesy, Mojo-
JKIJT 3TY MAIKy B KOPOOKY C apXMBaMHU, a CKET KAKYI0-TO JPYTYIO
pykormch? WM Ty, 9T0 ObLIa y HETO B TOT MOMEHT IO/ PYKO¥ ?
Crkopee Bcero. [lamsaTs — mTyka HeHaEKHAsI, OCOOEHHO KOT/a
HAXOAMIIbCS HAa TPaHU HEPBHOTO cpbiBa. OH MPOCTO 3a0bLI.

3a0bL...

OH cHOBa OTKpbUI Nanky. Tenepp OH BUMTBHIBAJICS B TEKCT.
IepBbie cTpanuipl. OH ONMUCHIBa YOMICTBO € XJIAJHOKPOBUEM
NIaTOJIOr0AHaTOMa U CcTpacThio noara. CiioBa, KOTOpbIE OH HAIM-
caJl JIecsTh JIET Ha3aj, Tereph Kaszaauch eMy uy:xumu. Heyxe-
7 OH OBUI criocoOeH Ha Takoe? OnvcaHue Toro, Kak youidlia Ha-
HOCHUT TEPBBII yaap HOXOM, ObLJIO HACTOJIBKO JETaJbHBIM, YTO
Bukropa nepen€pHyno. OH OMHWI, KaK BbIHAIIMBAJI 3TH CLE-
HbI, KaK TIIATEJIBHO MOAOUPAIT KaXI0€ CIIOBO, YTOOBI BBI3BATD Y
yuTaress He MPOCTO CTpax, a )KUBOTHBIM yxkac. OH XoTe, 4To-
Obl yMTaTENh TIOUYBCTBOBAJI CeOs1 HA MECTe KEPTBbI M HA MeCTe
yOUALIbI OTHOBPEMEHHO.

OH Jyuctan gajiellie, U €ro cepie OuIochk BCE cuibHee. Bor
ClieHa yOMIiCTBa B TOpojickoM mapke. OH onwchBa e€, Cuas y



9TOrO CAMOTO OKHA. YOUIAlIa, COTJIACHO CIOKETY, 3aMaHUBAJI CBOIO
JKEPTBY, MOJIOAYIO KEHIIUHY, B 3aPOCIM CUPEHU M HAHOCUJI yJap
HOKOM B 11e10. BUKTOp oTOpBast B35 OT PyKOIKUCH U IIOCMOT-
pes B OKHO. [Jokp BCE Tak e XJecTas Mo crekiy. B cioxere
TOKE IIET TOK/Ib. ITO COBMAJIEHUAE BbI3BAJIO Y HETO HEMPUSATHOE
YYBCTBO JEKaBIO.

BHe3anHo B3I €ro ynajl Ha CMATYIO ra3eTy, KoTopasl Ba-
J1ach Ha NMOJOKOHHMKE. OH moAmnucascs Ha MECTHYIO Ta3erTy,
HO penko e€ unrtan. Pa3sepHyB e€, Bukrop npobesxan riaszamu
0 3aroJioBKam M 3amep. Ha Tperber monoce, B pasjesne Kpu-
MUHAJIbHOW XPOHUKH, KpacoBaslach HEOOJbIIIAsl 3aMeTKa: «3Bep-
ckoe youiictBo B IIpumopckom mapke». Tekcr rmacumn: «Bue-
pa mo3aHoO BeuepoM B [IpuMopckoM mapke OOHapyKeHO Telo
MOJIOJIOY KEHILMHBI C MHOTOYKCJICHHBIMU HOKEBBIMU PAHEHMSI-
mu. JInuHOCTH MoruodIier ycranasiaubaetcs. [1o mpemBapuTesib-
HOW BEpCHUU CJIeJCTBUSI, YOUICTBO HOCHIIO PUTYaJIbHbBIA XapaK-
Tep. Benércs paccienoBanue».

Buktop mepeuntan 3ameTky Tpukibl. IIpuMopckum mapk.
Mornonas xeniuHa. HoxeBble paneHus. D10 ObUIM JETaIM U3
ero pykonucu! M3 Toil caMol CIIeHbI, KOTOPYIO OH cerluac nepe-
ynthiBaj! OH CygOpOKHO Hayasl JIUCTaTh CTpaHuLpl. ['ne 310?
Bor. Ormucanue yowiictBa: «OH HAHOCUT yzap, 1eJISCh B IIIEI0.
Jle3Bre BXOOUT B IUIOTh C MSITKUM, BJIaX)HBIM 3ByKOM. KpoBb
ObET (poHTAHOM, 3asIMBasi OeJbIi BOPOTHHK €€ Ony3KH...» B ra-
3eTe He OBbLIO TaKUX MOAPOOHOCTEN, HO BCE OCHOBHBIC SJIEMEHTBI
coBMajaiv. Mecro, THIT KePTBBI, Opy/Iue YOUICTBA.



Ero 6pocwuiio B xap, 3aTeM B X0OJIOA. DTO MPOCTO COBIAJICHHE.
Jukoe, 4ynoBuUllHOE coBrageHue. Mm...

OH BCMIOMHUI eIIE OHY CIieHYy. YOUICTBO B TIOA3EMHOM Iie-
pexone. OH onucas ero Bo BTOpoy IaBe. bomik, 3a0UTbI 10
cMepTH 00pe3KoM TpyOsl. BUKTOp Havyall TMXOpaJouHO Tiepedn-
parh ra3eThl B CTOIKE, KOTOPYIO OH HAKOIWJI 34 NIOC/IEAHNE HEe-
su. [Tbutb 1 TUIIOrpadckas Kpacka JUIUIM K nanbuam. OH uckad.
Cepaue konotusocs rae-1o B ropie. M BOT, B HoMepe 3a mpo-
IUTYIO HEeJIeJT0, OH HaIIEN KOPOTKOE COOOITIEHUE B pasJiesie mpo-
UCIIIECTBUM: «B nomzemMHoOM nepexoje Ha rpocriekre BerepaHoB
0OHAPYKEHO TEJIO MYKUMHBI O3 OMpeIe]IEHHOTO MECTa JKUTEb-
CTBa C IpU3HAKaMH HaCUJIbCTBEHHOW cMepTu. [1o ganHOMY (pak-
Ty BO30YKJICHO YTOJIOBHOE JIeJIo». B ero pykonucu: «Yowiilia Ha-
CTUTaeT €ro B MOJ3EMHOM MEPEXOJe, I11e MaXHET MOYOM U THHU-
abi0. OH 3aHOCUT HaJ| TOJIOBOM OOpE30K pXkaBoy TpyObl. Yriap.
Emge ynap. U emg...»

CoBnanenue. Bropoe coBnaaenue 3a onuH Bevep. Her, 310
y’&Ke He MOXeT ObITh coBMageHueM. Jto... riaruat? Ho kTo mor
ykpactb ero uaeu? Kro umen gocryn k ero pykonucu? OH HU-
KoMy e€ He mokasbiBaj. OH BOOOIIe cTapajicsi HA ¢ KeM He 00-
CYXAaTh 9TOT IPOEKT. ENUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO 3HAJI O HEM, OBLI €r0
JMTEepaTypHbIi areHT, Apkaguil. Ho Apkaanii He BUJes pyKOIH-
cu. OH b 3Hau, yto BukTop pabotaet HaJ yeM-To HOBbIM. U
MoTOM, 3a4eM ApKaauio yOuBath Jofeii? 1o abeypi.

Aocypa. KimoueBoe ciioBo. Best ero xu3Hb B 1ocie/iHee Bpe-
Msi — cIUIomHou abeypn. Moxet, oH cxomut ¢ yma? Moxer,



€My 3TO BCE MeperuTcsa? MoxeT, OH caM, B IIPUCTYIIE JTyHATU3-
Ma WJIM IOMYTHEHMS pacCyIKa, BBIXOAUT U3 IOMa U BOIUIOIIAET
B JKM3Hb CBOM CaMble TEMHbIE (paHTa3zuu? BUKTOpP Moxosoaesn ot
310l Mbicd. HeT. 1o 6pen. On He yowmiinia. OH mpoCTo muca-
tesib. [Incarens, y kotoporo ykpaiu ero pykornucu. Ho kak? U
KTO?

OH BHOBb yCTaBWJICA Ha Manky. Ternepb OHa Ka3anach €My He
IIPOCTO CTApOM PYKOMNMCHIO,  KAKUM-TO 3JI0BEILIMM apTepakToM,
KaHAJIOM, CBSI3bIBAIOIIMM €TO BBIMBICEJI C YXKACAIOIIEeW peaibHO-
crbl0. OH Hayasl NepeYnThIBaTh TEKCT C CaMOro Hayajla, yxke He
KaK aBTOp, a KaK CJIeJoBaTellb, MIyIuK 3auenku. Kaxnas cue-
Ha, KaxJas JeTaib, Kakaas )KepTBa — BCE 3TO Telepb MOITIO
CTaTh KJIIOYOM K pasranke. Vnu K cienyromiemMy yOUncTBy.

OH JomEn 10 OonMcaHus TPEThEro YOMIICTBAa B €ro poMaHe.
D10 NOIKeH ObUT OBITh CTAPUK, MPOAABEl] AaHTUKBAPHOU JIABKH.
Ero youiinia mymmi ménkoBbIM HIHYpKOM. BUKTOp 3anepxan
apixanve. OH BCIOMHWII, Kak mucai 3Ty cueHy. Kak oH, BMe-
CTe CO CBOMM YOMIIIeH, HaCIaKJaJICs MPOIECCOM, KaK TIaTe h-
HO OMKCHIBAJI ObIOIIeeCs] B arOHUM TENO, KaK XPYCTAT IIeHHbIe
no3BOHKU. Ero 3amytusno. M Tyt ero cjioBHO ygapusao TOKOM.
On BciomHuj1. COBCEM HEJABHO, KaXKETCs1, I03aBUEPA, OH Kpaem
J1a3a BUJIEI TI0 TEJIEBU30PY, KOTOPBIN padoTait (hOHOM, CIOXKET B
HOBOCTSIX. Tam MOKa3bIBaJIM BHIBECKY aHTUKBAPHOTO Mara3suHa u
nosuienckue JieHTbl. OH Toraa He npujaain 3toMy 3HaueHus. Ho
Terieps... [la. D1o ObLT aHTUKBapHBIN Mara3ul! U, kaxercsi, pedb
nwia 06 youiicte. O0 ymyIeHuH.



Pyku Bukropa 3arpsciuce Tak, 4To OH €jBa HE BBIPOHWJI Tarl-
Ky. 3HauwT, yxe Tpu yomiictsa. Tpu. Y Bce oHM, OHO 32 APYyTUM,
MIOBTOPSAIIOT CLIEHBI U3 €r0 HECOXKKEHHOU pyKonucu. CoMHEeHnn
Oostpllie He ObUTO. DTO HE COBMAJeHHe. DTO He IUlarvar B MpH-
BBIYHOM cMbIcIie. HeKTo, HeM3BECTHBIN €My, 3aIOyYuIl €ro py-
KOIMCh ¥ HA4aJT BOILIOLIATH €€ B )ku3Hb. Lllar 3a marom. KeprBa
3a KEPTBOM.

OH BCKOYMJI CO CTYyJIa ¥ HaYaJl METAThCs M0 KyXHE, KaK 3BEPb
B KJIeTKE. MBIC/IA CKAKaJIM, CTAIKUBAJIUCH, Pa3JIeTaIuCh B CTO-
ponbl. Yto nenats? [lontn B nomuumio? M 4To OH UM CcKaxeT?
«31paBCTBYUTE, 51 MUCATENb, U B MOEM POMaHe, KOTOPBIU f CUU-
TaJI COXKKEHHBIM, OIMCAHBI ITPECTYIUIEHUS, KOTOPBIE KTO-TO Te-
niepb COBEpIIaeT B peasibHOCTH» ? OHU ero BHICMEIOT, a TO U, Yero
I00poro, OTIPABAT B TICUXUATPUYECKYIO JeueOnuty. Vnu, uto
eme Xyxke, caMH 3arofio3pAT B TUX yOuicTBax. Beap y Hero
ectb MoTUB? A kakoii? Hukakoro. Ho jioruka cienoBarenss Mo-
*eT ObITh MHOM. [TucaTtenb-HeyJauHNK, B TBOPUYECKOM KpHU3HCE,
PEIIMIT POCIABUTHCS TAKUM YYIOBHUINHBIM criocooom. CHavana
nucai, MoToM Hayaj youBath. biecTsiuii cioxer [is ero cie-
JYIOIIEro pOMaHa.

Her, B nomuuio Henb3sa. CHavana Hy:)KHO CaMOMY BO BCEM
pazoOpartbest. OH IOMKEeH OHSATH, KTO 3TOT youiia. Kak oH mo-
Jyuws pykonuchk? Y, camoe IaBHOe, 4eM BCE ITO 3aKOHUYMUTCA?
Benp y ero pomana He 0bu10 (puHasia. OH ero He nonucait. Mim...

BukTtop Havyan cymopoxHO nepeOupaTh CTPAHUIIBI B CaMOM
KOHIIEe manky. OH MOMHWII, 4TO 3aCTPsil Ha mocaeaHen rase. Ox



3HaJI, Kakoy (prHaJ 3aymall, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOT €ro 3amnucaTb. Y
Hero He XBaTwio Ayxy. [lotomy 4rto priHam ObLT UyIOBUIITHBIM.
dunHai, B KOTOPOM yOMiilia, yCTaB OT IOTOHU U CJIaBbl, pelaeTr
MOCTaBUTB MOCJIEIHION, camMmyI0 3(P(PEKTHYIO TOUKY B CBOEM KPO-
BaBOM npejcTaBieHnd. OH yOMBaeT eIMHCTBEHHOTO CBUJIETEIIS
CBOMX IpecTyIuleHUid. EMMHCTBEHHOrO yesoBeka, KOTOpbIii MOT
Obl ero pazoonaunts. OH yOuBaer aBropa. [Tucaresns, KOTOpbIit
CO3JIaJ1 €r0 Ha CTpaHUIlAaX cBoero pomaHa. OH yOuBaeT camoro
ce0s1, TO eCTb TOro, YbUM BOOOpaKeHUEM ObLT MOPOXKIEH. DTO
Obu1a Metaopa, MpayHast prtocodcKast auieropust O MPUPO-
ne Teopuectsa. Ho teneps ta Meradopa Moria crath peanbHo-
CTBIO.

B camoMm KOHIIE ITanKu, Mocie NOoCaeIHEN JOMUCAaHHOM IJ1aBhl,
JIeKaJI0 HECKOJIBKO YMCTBIX JIMCTOB. TlocneqHss riaBa Tak v He
Obl1a Hanvcada. Ho y Bukrtopa ocranuck Habpocku. I'ne onu?
On Hauan uckars B nanke. 1 Hamen. Ha nocneaneMm, yactuyHo
UCIMCAHHOM JIUCTE, OH YBUJEJ pa3MalllUCTO HATMCAHHYIO OT pPy-
K1 cxemy. Kpyxok, 0OBeIEHHBII KpacHBIM, W CTPENKH. B Kpyx-
Ke ObLI0 HarucaHo: «ABTOp. CMepTh». Psanom crosuia nara. [le-
CATH JIET Ha3aJ OH HaMeTWJ Aary (puHaibHOM creHbl. U sta na-
Ta... OHa HacTyIansa yepes3 Tpu IHs.

Yo6uiina, cremyionmii ero Clokery, MpuOIMKaeTcsl K pa3Bsi3-
ke. U pas3Bsizka ata — ero, Buktopa CrpenblioBa, cMepthb. Ero
BBIMBIIIJIEHHBIN [IEPCOHAK, TOPOXKAEHUE €r0 TEMHOM (paHTa3UH,
JOJDKeH npuidTy 3a HUM. [Tucatesb nomkeH ObuT yMepeTh OT pyKH
cBoero TBopeHus. OT 3Tor MbIcaM BUKTOpY cTano Tak crpaiiHo,



Kak HHUKorza B ku3HU. CTpax ObLT HE KHUBOTHBIM, & KAKMM-TO
BCETIOTIOMIAIONIAM, JIEASHSIIMM JIyIIy y)KacoM Nepe]] Hen30ex-
HbIM. OH caM, CBOMMU pyKaMHu, HaIrucasl CLieHap1ii COOCTBEHHO-
ro youiicta. [lecsaTs et Ha3al. M Teneps 9TOT crieHapuil roto-
BUTCS K TIOCTAHOBKE.

OH cHOBa NOAOIIEN K OKHY. [J0k1p IPOIOJIKAT KOJIOTUTH IO
crekjy. Ho Terepb B €r0 MOHOTOHHOM PUTME MY CJIbIIIAJICS He
METPOHOM, a maru. Tskémnble, HeyMOJIUMBIe 1aru yOUnIpl, Ko-
TOPBbIi1 YK€ 3HAET, Iie ero HauTh. KoTopelil yxe Havas CBOIO Mo-
CIeHIon 0X0Ty. U xkepTBO# Ha 3TOT pa3 ObLI OH.

BUKTOp CKaJl B pyKe Marnky, Kak OyJTo 3TO MOIJIO €ro 3allly-
TUTh. OH JOKEH YTO-TO cAenarb. OH J0JKEH Mepenucarsb 3TOT
cueHapuid. Beab on — aBTop! B ero cunax usmenuts punan. Ox
JOJKEH MPUIYMaTh, KaK MEPEXUTPUTh YOUIITY, KOTOPBIA CIeIy-
€T ero ke yepHoBMKaM. Ho Kak mepexuTputh TOro, KTO 3HaeT
o TeOe Bc€? Toro, KTO YuTaj TBOM MBICIH, onepexas ux? Benp
yowmiitia — 310 OH caM. Ero TémHas cropona. Ero anbrep aro,
BBIPBaBINieeCst Ha CBOOOTY M3-TIOI €T0 Tepa.

BniepBble 3a goirue Mecsibl TBOPYECKOro crynopa Bukrop
NIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B TOJIOBE, CKBO3b I€JIEHY CTpaxa ¥ OTYasiHUS,
HAYMHAET MyJIbCHPOBATh 3HAKOMasi, ropsiyasi BOJIHA BIOXHOBE-
arsi. Ho 310 ObUTO HE TO BIOXHOBEHHE, KOTOPOE MPHUHOCHUT pa-
JOCTb TBOPYECTBA. DTO ObLJIO BAOXHOBEHUE 0OpeueHHOro. Biox-
HOBEHUE CMEPTHUKA, KOTOPBII MIIET Jla3eiiky B npurosope. OH
CeJI 3a CTOJI, OTOJJBUHYJI B CTOPOHY ITYCTOM CTaKaH U MONOXKUJ T1e-
pen coboii manky. 3aTeM OTKpbUT HOYTOYK. [TycToit sKpan 60:b-



1Ie He Kazajics eMy 3joBenmM. Tenepb oH ObUT apeHon. [Tonem
6051, HA KOTOPOM OH JJOJIKEH OBUT CPa3UThCs 32 CBOIO KM3Hb. OH
TIOJIOKMJT TAJIBITBI Ha KJaBHaTypy M HaOpam: «Punai. [lepsblit
BapuaHT. Kak BbIKUTB>.

Yowiinia ciegoBai ero pykornucu. Ho Terieps OH HanmuimeT Ho-
BBl (puHaT. PUHAI, B KOTOPOM BBIKHMBET He youiiia. U He ero
’KEpTBa, NOC/yIIHAasA cloxkeTy. Berkuser oH. ABTtop. IToToMy uTO
y HEro ecTb OJHO Heocrnopumoe npeumyiiectso. OH 3HaeT He
TOJIBKO TO, YTO yke HanrcaHo. OH 3HaeT To, YTo He ObLIO Hallu-
caHo Hukorga. OH 3HaeT cBOWM COOCTBEHHBIN TalHbIA cTpax. M
OH 3HAaeT, Kyza OuTb, YTOOBI YHHUTOXUTH TIOPOKIEHHOE UM Ke
yygosuile. OH Hadas nevyarars. CTyK KJIABHII CJIWIICS CO CTYKOM
Jox7As 3a okHoM. rpa Havanace.



I'naBa 2. I'oroc 3 yepHOBHKA

BukTtop Tak 1 He COMKHYII IJ1a3 10 paccBeTa. Cepblid, BOASHU-
CTBII CBET MOCTENIEHHO MPOCAYMBAJICS B OKHO, PacCTBOPSIsi HOU-
Hble TEHW, HO He TpuHOCs oOnerdenrsi. OH CHJIEN 32 CTOJIOM,
CropOMBIIIUCH HaJ KJIABUATYpPOM, a BOKPYT HEero, TOYHO Ha ToJie
0051, BAISUIMCh BOPOXa MCHHMCAHHBIX, MOXKEITEBIIUX OT BpeMe-
HU cTpaHull. HeckombKo pa3 OH HauMHaJ 1evyararb, HO Kax bl
pa3 OCTaHABJIMBAJICS, CTUPAJI HAMUCAHHOE Y BHOBB TOTPY:KAJICS
B uteHue. CioBa cOOCTBEHHOTO pOMaHa, HEKOrJa Ka3aBIIUECs
BEpILMHOW €ro JUTEPATypPHOIO MACTepPCTBa, TETEPb BBIMJISAIEIN
MIPUTOBOPOM, HAIMCAHHBIM €ro ke ouepkoM. [Ipurosopom, Ko-
TOPBII OH caM BBbIHEC ceOe JeCsITh JIeT Ha3a/l.

OH BcTas U3-3a cTojia, YyBCTBYs, KaK JIOMUT CITUHY, a Ies 3a-
TEKJIa TaK, CJIOBHO OH TacKaJl MeUIKH ¢ rneckoM. [lonomen k okHy
¥ BBITJISIHYJT Ha yiuIty. JIo b peK paTuiicsi, OCTaBUB Mocie ceOst
JIy’kH, B KOTOPBIX, KaK B YEPHBIX 3€PKaJIax, OTPaXKaJlOCh CBUHIIO-
BOe He0o. [IBop ObL1T MO-TIpeskHEMY MYCT, HO Tereph Ta MyCcToTa
Ka3aJlach He yCIOKauBawollen, a 3noBelied. Kaxnas teHb B yr-
JIy IBOpa MorJia CKpbiBaTh HaOmonarens. Kaxnoe TéMHOE OKHO
HAIPOTHB MOTJIO OBITh IMIA3HMIICH, HalTpaBJIeHHON Ha Hero. Buk-
TOp on€pHya cebs. [lapaHolisi — BepHBIN CITyTHUK YCTAJIOCTU U
crpaxa. Ho nmeHHo Terepb emy Hy:kHa ObLia SICHOCTh YMa, a He
JIMMKUH, JIMIIAIOIIMA BOJIU YKac.

BepHyBIIMCh K CTONIy, OH MOMNBITAICS PACCYkKAATh TPE3BO.



Wrtak, youiinia ciemyer ero pykonucy. YOUiIia 3HaeT CIOKeT JI0
MeJTbUalIuIX JIeTaiel, BKJIoJas Te, Kotopsle Buktop He my0Omm-
KOBaJI U, KaAK €My Ka3aJoCh, HUKOMY He TMoKasbiBas. M3 3TOrO
ClleflyeT, 4To y YOUHIIbI eCTh JIOCTYN JMOO K CaMOM PYKOIUCH,
00 K MOJTHOMY e€ cofepkaHuio. KTo Mor BUIETh 9TH CTpaHH-
1161 ? BUKTOp JTMXOpagovHo nepedupai B mamMsITH COOBITHS AeCs-
TrwiieTHe# 1aBHOCTA. OH pa®oTai HaJ POMAHOM B MOJTHOM M30-
nauuu. CrEMHas KBapTHpa Ha BacuibeBckoM OCTpoBeE, 3aHaBe-
IIEHHBIE OKHA, Tele()OH, OTKJIIOUEHHBIN OT CETU, MOJIHOE MOTpy-
JKEHNE B MPAYHBII MUp COOCTBEHHOTO BooOpaxkeHusi. 13 Omus-
KHX JIOfIed, KTO HaBeIall ero B TOT Mepuoj, ObLT TOIBKO ApKa-
Jqui. Ero nutepaTypHblid areHr.

Apkamauii bopucosuy IlITepH ObLT YeJTOBEKOM [IMHUYHBIM, HO
MPEIaHHBIM CBOEMY JeJTy. BUKTOp MO3HAKOMMUJICS C HUM EIIE B
Hayajie CBoeu Kapbepsl, koraa IlItepH BbLIOBWI €ro NepByio py-
KOMNKCh U3 KY4YM caMOTeKa B u3farenbcTBe. MimeHHo Apkanui
BepUJ B Hero, koraa Bukrop cam B cedst He Bepwit. OH ObUT He
MIPOCTO areHTOM, HO M COBETYMKOM, a TOPOU U HAHBKOU. OH 3BO-
HUJI, IpUE3Kall, BBITACKMBaJI BUKTOpa U3 3a10eB, 3aCTaBJIsuI MU-
carb, ycTpauBaJl BCTpeuu ¢ uzzaarenassmu. Ho Bunen o oH pyko-
nuch? BukTop Hanpsr namsats. CMyTHBIA 00pa3, Kak B TyMaHe:
Apkaaui, CUISIIMA Ha TPOAABJIEHHOM JIMBAHE B TOW KBApTHUPE,
JIUCTAeT TIePBbIe INIaBbl, XMYPHUTCSI, YTO-TO TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO
«3TO yepecuyp Aaxe ajs te0s». Uro 6buto ganbine? Buktop He
noMHwI. CJIOBHO IJIEHKA B 9TOM MecTe 0O0opBaiack. Bo3amMoxk-
HO, OH BBIPBAJI TOTIa PYKOITUCh U3 pyK areHra? Vmm, Hao6opoT,



MPOCHJI TPOYUTATh A0 KoHla? ITaMsaTh, CIOBHO MpeAaTesbHULIA,
OTKa3bIBAJIACh BBIIABATh TIOMPOOHOCTH.

Hy>xHo Ob110 03BOHUTH A pkaamio. [Tpsivo ceityac. M He ripo-
CTO MO3BOHUTD, a BCTPETUTHCA. BO3MOXHO, OH BCIOMHHUT 4UTO-
TO BaXHOE. BUKTOpP BBITAIIMII U3 KapMaHa KYpTKH MOOWMJIbHBIN
TenehoH. DKpaH ObUT 3aJISTaH, a 3apsi/iKa MouTy Ha ucxone. OH
HAIIIEN B CIIMCKE KOHTAKTOB HOMeP LlITepHa 1 Haxasl KHOIKY Bbl-
30Ba. ['yIkM 3By4anu JOJIro, v KaXIbli U3 HUX OTIABAJICS B BUC-
Kax Mmynbcupyiorien 6omblo. HakoHel, mETIOK, ¥ 3HAKOMBIN TO-
JIOC, XPUILIOBATBIM MOCJIE MHOTHX JIET KYPEHUSsI, pa3/1ajicsl HA TOM
KOHIIE.

— Bukrop? TbI? — B rosioce areHTa CJblIaJ0Ch HEMOAIEb-
Hoe ynuBiieHMe. — CKOJIbKO MbI HE pasroBapuBayiv? Mecsua
Tpu? S yK gymalt, Thl OKOHYATEIBHO OJMYaIT B CBOEH JJ0OPOBOJTb-
HOW CCBLIIKE.

— Apxkagmii, — nepebun ero Bukrop, crapasicb roBOpUTbH
CIOKOWHO, XOTsI cep/lle OUIoch rae-to B ropie. — Ham HyxHO
BCTpeTUThCA. CpPOYHO.

— Yro-T0 ciyumnnocsk? — B ronoce llItepHa nossBUIMCH HOT-
KU TPEBOTH, HO TaKke U MPO(ecCHOHATBHOTO JIIOOOIBITCTBA. —
Y T1e0s1 HoBBII poMaH? Thl HAKOHEI] HAITUCAJT XOTh YTO-TO?

— MoXHO cKa3arh ¥ Tak. TOJIbKO 3TO HE COBCEM TO, YTO ThI
JQyMaeriib. MHe Hy:KHO TIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM JIMUHO. DTO Kacaer-
Cs1 CTapo PYKOIIUCH.

— Crapoii? Kakoi1? — He NoHs1 ApKaauid.

— Toii camoit. KoTtopyto 51 jo/mkeH ObUT CKedb IeCsTh JIeT Ha-



3aj.

B TpyOke noBucna monras, Tarydas nay3a. BUKTop ciblma,
Kak Ha ToM KoH1e npoBofa IlITepH 3arsHyscs curaperoi, a 3a-
TEM MEJIEHHO BbIIOXHYJT JIbIM.

— Tt xouems ckazats. .. «ClieHapuid 1uisl yOUrIpI» ? — Mmpo-
W3HEC areHT, IMIOHM3MUB I'0JIOC IMOYTHU A0 MIENOTA.

— Ja. imeHHO oH. OTKyAa Thl 3HAEIIIb Ha3BaHUE ? — CITPOCHUIT
BuKTOp, XOTS y’Ke MOHsI, YTO BOMPOC 3BYUYUT [IIYTIO.

— 4 MHOTrO 4Yero 3Hao, Buts, — rosioc Apkaaus crai xecTye.
— ToI TOrma nokaseiBaj MHe Hadaso. Vau Tel 3a0b01? Thl OBLT
B HEBMEHSIEMOM COCTOSIHMH, HO $I-TO MOMHIO. $1 4ynTan nepsbie
I71aBbl. DTO OBLIO. .. CHIIbHO. CIUIIIKOM CHITBHO. $1 ToBOpHUI TEOe,
YTO TaK Hesb3s. UYto 310 onacHo. Ho T He cyman. Tl Bcerna
HE CJIyIIaj, KOrja pedb 3aXOAWIa O TBOEU T'€HUAIbHOCTH.

— 41 Bc€ 3a0bU1, — npU3HANICA BUKTOP. — DTOT neprof Kak
B TymaHe. CKaxu, Tbl BUJIE] PYKOIUCH IEJTUKOM?

— Her, TO11bKO TO, YTO ThHI 1aJ1 MHE B TOT pa3. CTpaHul] TpU-
aTh, MOXeET, COPOK. S Toraa ckasai, 4To 310 Oyger 6omba, HO
B30PBET OHa TeOs camoro. Tel IICMXaHyJ1, BBITHAT MeHsl. A yepe3
HEZEJII0 TTO3BOHUII M CKa3aJl, YTo Bce cxker. S nmosepui. U, yect-
HO roBopsi, oOpagoBajcs. Takue Bely He JIOJKHBI ITOSBIISATHCS
Ha cBeT. TBo# ['poMOB — 3TO 0f1HO, a TaM OBLI. .. MPSIMO-TAKH
yUeOHUK )11 MaHbsIKa.

— Apkanui, g Hameén e€. Pykonuch nena. U, noxoxe, He
TOJIBKO $1 €€ YMTAIO.

CHoBa may3a. Ha stor pa3 Oonee nonras U HanmpspKEHHAS.



BukTop capiai, kak ITepH 3aTymm curapery, Kak CKpUIHy-
JIO €ro KOXKaHoe Kpeco.

— Thl Xouenb ckazaTb, 4YTO KTO-TO... — Hadasl areHT, HO
BuxkTop nepe6u ero.

— 51 xouy ckazarb, 4TO Bce yOUICTBA, KOTOPbIE TPOUCXOMISAT B
rOpoJI€ B NTOCJIETHUE HEMIEIH, ONUCAHbl B MOEU pykonucu. B ton
CaMoii, KOTOPYIO 51 HE MOT BUJIETh JIECATD JIET.

— D10 napanoits, Buts. Tl nun? CKoMbKO Thl 1?7 — B TO-
Joce ApKajausi MPo3Byvaio OeCOKOWCTBO, HO HE CTOJIBKO O ca-
MOM BHKTOpE, CKOJIBKO O €ro paccyuke.

— 4 He nicux, — orpesan Bukrop. — A nepeuntain. Bee cxo-
autcsi. Mecto, kepTBbl, cioco0 youicTBa. Moil CIOKET OXHJL.
KT0-TO BOILIOIIIAET €r0 B )KU3Hb.

— Torpa Tebe Haio uATK B monuimio. HemeyieHHO.

— W 4uro a1 um ckaxy? YTo s Hammcan CLUEHApUM 3TUX
youiicTB? MeHsi caMoro nocaisT B KaMepy 10 BbISICHEHUS 00-
cTosiTeNbCTB. Minu, 4To BeposiTHee, ynekyT B Icuxyiiky. Her,
CHayaJja s IOJUKEH MOHATh, KTO 3a 9TUM CTOMT. M Kak OH momy-
1 pykornuch. [Toatomy s mpoiny Te0s1 o Bcrpeue. Thl — eAnH-
CTBEHHBI, KTO 3HAJI O €€ CyIlIECTBOBAHMUHU.

— Burs, nocnymai mensi BHumarenbHo, — rosoc IltepHa
CTaJI CEPbE3HBIM. — I TBOM areHT y:xe NATHAALUATh JeT. S 3Ha
TeOs1 Kak oOnyruieHHoro. Thl MacTep HarHeTaTh, MPUIYMbBIBATD,
(panTazupoBars. Ho ceifyac Thl roBOpUINL O peabHbIX YOMii-
crBax. Ecim 310 mpaBza, TO JENI0 MaxHeT KapeHbM. S He xouy
B 9TOM y4acTBOBaTh. 51 He X04uy 3HaTh mogpoOHOCTH. U Tebe He



COBETYIO B 9TOM KomnaTbcsl. Yezxkai u3 ropona. Cnpsiubcs. Eciu
yOuiilia cielyeT TBOeMy CIIEHAPHIO, TO (PUHAIT TOJKEH OBITh. ..
KakuMm?

— ®duHan npeanonaraeT CMepTh aBTOpa, — cKazail Bukrop,
¥ OT THX CJIOB TI0 CITUHE MPOOekKa XOJIOIOK.

— Bor Buaumb! — BockJIMKHYN areHT. — Yesxkan! CeronHs
xke! Wi, emg sydriie, NOWAY B MOJUIIAIO, CKAXH, UTO TeOe yrpo-
XKaloT, 4To 3a T000I cnefst. [Tycts oHM BO3bMYT TebsI IO OXpa-
HY.

— Tsl He noHuMaes! — BuUKTOp moBbick rosioc. — 4 He
Mory Oesxatb. § JomkeH HamucaTh HOBbIN (puHa. PUHAT, B KO-
TOpPOM $1 BbKMBY. B 3T0M MOE eanHcTBEeHHOE criaceHue. Ho Mue
HYKHO 3HaTbh, KTO YMATAJ PyKONHKCh. Thl WM KTO-TO ewmE. Bos-
MOXHO, y TeOsI OCTAJIICh KOMUH?

— 4 Huyero He konuposan, — orpesan LrepH. — A xe
CKazaJ, Thl CaM CYHYJI MHE 3TH JIMCTHI B PYKH, a MIOTOM 3a0pai
nx. [Tociie TOro kak Thl cKa3all, UTO CKET BCE, I HE Aejlajl HUKA-
KHX Korui. S BooOIe crapasicst 3a0bITh O CYIIECTBOBAHUN STOTO
npoekTa. MHe CBOEro 340pOBbsi KaJlb.

— Torpga Kak OH MOT TOTacThb K youtne?

— MoskeT, Tbl caM €ro BIIOXHOBJIsT? — npeanosoxui ltepa
C ropbKoM ycMemkou. — Tel e y Hac mucaresb. Moxer, B oiry-
Opely, B COMHaMOY/IMYECKOM COCTOSTHUM, KaK Thl JIOOUIIL OTIH-
ChIBaTh, BBIXOIWJ U YUTAJl KOMY-TO CBOU YepHOBUKHU? Wnu pas-
Meran ux B cetu? Thl B mocyeqHre TofIbl ObLT CaM He CBOM.

BukTop 3apymascs. Mor Jiv OH caM, B COCTOSIHUM OMbsTHEHU ST



WY TTyOOKOTO JTyIIIEBHOTO PACCTPOMCTBA, BBIAATH KOMY-TO CBOM
3ambicen? OH He noMHuI. Ho mamaATre — Bemp koBapHasa. OHa
MOXET MpSTaTh TO, YTO CJAMIIKOM YKAaCHO, YTOOBl IOMHUTh. A
MOXeET, U He BblgaBaTh. MosKeT, youilia Halen pyKonuch cam?
Ho kak? Ona nexaina Ha yepJake B 3aKJIeeHHON KopoOke. Buk-
TOp CaM TOJIBKO YTO €€ HAEN. XOTs... KTO 3HAET, CKOJIBKO pa3
OH B OecrnamsTCTBe MoAHMMAICS Ha 3TOT yeprnak? CKoIbKO pa3
OH CaM TpOTaJl 3TU CTPAHUIIbI, He OTAaBas cede oTuéTa?

— 41 nomxeH cam pa3oOpaThCsi, — HaKOHell MPou3HEC Buk-
Top. — Ho MHe HyxHa TBOS noMoib. MHe Hy’KHO BCIIOMHHUTb
BCE, UTO MPOMCXOAWJIO B TOT nepuof. Kaxnada nerans Moxer
ObITh BaxkHa. Berpetnmces. [Moxanyiicra.

— Xoportio, — cornacuics ltepH nocne gonroi nayssl. —
Ho He B ropose. Crumiikom MHOTO yiiiedd. Berpetumcest B «Jly6o-
BOM poOILE», 3a TOPOAOM. 3Haellb 3TOT TpakTup? S Tam yacto
owiBato. CeronqHs B mecth Beuepa. U, Burs, 6ynb octopoxeH. Ec-
JIM THI TIPaB, TO OMACHOCTh HE TOJIBKO IS TeOSI.

— Jorosopuince, — ckazai BUKTOp U OTKIIIOUMIICS.

PasroBop ¢ areHTOM He TpUHEC OOJerYeHus, CKopee Hao0o-
POT, 10OABUJI MyTHOM, JIMIIKON TPEBOTU. ApKa il He TPU3HAJICS
B TOM, UTO BUJIEJT PYKOITUCH LIETUKOM, HO €r0 CJIOBA «TaKUe BElllx
HE JIOJDKHBI TIOSIBJISAATHCS HA CBET» M «YYEOHUK /IS MAaHBSIKa» TO-
BOPHJIH O TOM, UTO OH IMPOYUTAI IOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI OIIEHHUTH €€
pa3pyLIMTEbHbIN TOTeHIMAI. Bo3M0OkHO, OH jran. BoaMosxkHo,
y HEro octayJivch Konuu. Mnm, 4ro enie€ crpamHee, OH KOMY-TO
nepeckasan conepxxanue. LlITepH ObUT YeTOBEKOM CBETCKHM, C



oOmmMpHbIMU cBsI3sIMA. OH MOT B TIbsIHOM Oecelie ¢ KeM-TO U3
Jpy3er Mepeckas3aTh CIOKET, KOTOPBIM Tak ero nopasui. M Kto-
TO, ¢ OOJILHOUM TICUXUKOM, YCIIBIIIIAB TOT CIOXKET, MOT B3SITh €ro
32 OCHOBY JJIsl COOCTBEHHBIX MPECTYIIJICHUIA.

BuxkTop otornan 3ty meicib. Henmb3st 010 ceituac momo3pe-
BaTh Bcex noapsia. MiHaue napaHouisi MOTJIOTUT €ro € MOTPOXaAMHU.
HyxHo ObUTO 3aHATH ceOs1 YeM-TO KOHCTPYKTUBHBIM. OH CHOBa
CceJl 32 CTOJ U OTKPbUI pyKonuch. Teneps OH yuTas e€ He IPOoCTO
KaK CJIeoBaTelib, UIIYIIMA YUK, a KaK aBTOP, KOTOPbI I1bl-
TaeTcsl HaWTU JIa3eiKy, ciadoe MeCTo B COOCTBEHHOM CIOKETe.
Ecnu oH mpuayMaeT Takoil Xofl, KOTOPbIiA He ObUT NPOIKCAH B
OpHUrMHAJIe, OH CMOXET 0OMaHyTh youiiily. Beap youiitia cnenyer
OykBe TekcTa. Eciii OH M3MEHHUT TEKCT, TO U3MEHUTCS U TTOBeIe-
Hue younnp? Ho tak mu 310? Bapyr yowuiitia uMIpoBU3UpyeT?
Bapyr oH He TpocCTo clieno KonupyeT, a pa3BUBAET CIOKET, BHOCS
B HErO CBOM KOPPEKTHUBHI?

Sta MBICITH OblJIa HEBHIHOCUMA. BUKTOp BCKOYMJI CO CTyNa U
MPOLIENCA O KoMHaTe. OH B3MISIHYJI HA CBOE OTPAKEHUE B TEM-
HOM CTekJie cepBaHTa. VckaxEéHHoe, OneJHOe JIMIO, TeHU TOJ
IJ1a3aMU, BCKJIOKOUYEHHbIE BOJIOChl. OH caM ObLT TOX0XK Ha 6e3yM-
112, Ha TIEPCOHAKa, COIIEAIIEero CO CTPAHUIL CBOETO COOCTBEHHO-
ro pomana. M 3To cxoicTBo eMy He MoHpaBuiIoch. OHO OBLIO TM0-
YTU CUMBOJMYECKUM. ABTOpP U €ro TBOPEHUE — JIB€ CTOPOHBI
oxHoi MoHeThl. Ho KTO 13 HUX KTO?

YroObI XOTh KaK-TO MPUBECTH MBIC/IH B MIOPSIJIOK, BUKTOP pe-
AT TIPUHATH Ayl XOJIOAHAs BOjIA NOJKHA ObUia B3OOIPUTH



€ro, CMbITh JIMIIKMIA CTpax U ycTajaocTb. OH 3allEN B BaHHYIO,
BKJIIOUWJI BOZlYy U, CHSB ITPOIIAXIIYIO ITOTOM OAEkAY, BCTAJI MOJ
JefisiHble CTpyH. Teso MpOH3UIIO THICSYEH UIJI, HO 9TO OBUIO Aaxe
NPUATHO. DTO BO3BpAILAIo B peasibHOCTb. [Ioka oH cTosn non
JyIlIEM, B TOJIOBE KPYTHJIMCh OOPBIBKU CIIeH U3 pykorucu. Oco-
OEHHO SPKO BCTaBaJia Mepe]] I1a3aMu CIieHa yOUICTBA B TIO/I3EM-
HOM nepexofe. OH OIUCHIBAJI €€ C TAKUM BKYCOM, UTO TEIepb,
BCIIOMUHAs1, [IOYYBCTBOBAJI ITPUCTYIT TOIUHOTHI. OH 3aKpbL1 BOLY
U BbUJIe3, OOEPHYBIINCH MOJOTEHIIEM. 3epKajio B BAHHOM 3ario-
TEJIO, 1 BUKTOp He cpa3y 3aMeTuI, YTO Ha HEM YTO-TO HallKca-
Ho. Korza nmap HeMHOro paccesjics, OH yBUAE/ Ha MOBEPXHOCTU
CTEKJIa, PSIMO HAITPOTUB CBOETO JIMIIA, YETKHE CJIOBA, BBIBEJCH-
HbIE MaJIbLIEM IO 3aMOTEBIIEMY CTEKJTY: « bl HE OTUH».

Buxkrop 3amep, cepaue npomyctuio yaap. OH Tynno cMOTpen
Ha 9Ty HA/IMTUCh, HE B CUJIAX OTBECTH B3MJIsi1. ByKBBI ObUIM HEPOB-
HBIMH, TOPOILIMBBIMU, CJIIOBHO TOT, KTO UX NuUcal, crietui. Wnu,
HA000POT, PACTATMBA YIOBOJbCTBHE. « Thl HE OmuH». YTO 3TO
3HaunT? Kto 310 Hanmcan? Korga? OH Obl1 B BaHHOM OUH. 3a-
MOK Ha JIBepY KBapTHphI ObLT 3aniepT. Ho KTO-TO POHUK B I0M,
MIOKa OH IOBOPMJI 1O TenieoHy MM npuHumai aym? Wnu Haa-
nUCh ObLIa 371ech yke JaBHO? Het, OH MpruHMMA TyI BUepa Be-
94epoM, U 3epKaio ObLI0 YUCTHIM. M oH He oOparvi BHUMa-
HusA? Ilap ocen Ha cTekiie, U HAAIMUCh TPOSBUJIACE. DTO MOITIO
OBbITh C/IeNaHO TONBKO 4TO. TONBKO eciu KTO-TO ObUT B BAaHHOM
OJHOBpPEMEHHO ¢ HUM. Ho 3T0 HEBO3MOKHO.

Hpoxaniern pykod BUKTOp MpOBEN MO HAANKWCU J1AIOHBIO.



CnoBo «He» pa3mMa3aliochb, OCTABUB MOKPBIN CJie/l. 3HAYUT, ITO
He OBUI0 YeM-TO, YTO MPOCTYNMJIO CKBO3b Map OT CTaporo
’KUPHOTO MATHA. KTO-TO JEMCTBUTEIBHO HAMKCA 3TO MAJIBLIEM.
[Manbuem, koTopsalii Obu1 31ech. B ero BanHoii. CoBceM HelaBHO.
[TapaHoiis, KOTOPYIO OH IBITAJICS MOAABUTD, BCIIBIXHYJIA C HOBOW
CWJIOW, IIPEBPATUBILINCH B IWKHUU, BCENOITIOMAIMN yxac. OH
KMHYJICSI IPOBEPATH KBapTUpy. Cepaue KOJIOTWIOCh KaKk CyMa-
cuiequee, B BUcKax crydano. OH XBaTajl JBEPHBIE PYyUYKH, pac-
naxuBaJl mKadbl, 3ar1A/pIBaj 0] KpOBaTh, CAEPIUBAJ IITOPHI.
Hukoro. KBaprupa 6pu1a mycta. Ho omyrienve gyxoro npucyT-
CTBMS, 4yKOT'O B3IVISI[A, HE TIOKUJAJIO €TO.

OH BepHYJICA B KOMHATY U OCTAHOBUJICA Y CTOJA. B3z ynan
Ha pykonuchk. OHa Jiexkasa He Tak, Kak OH e€ octaBwi. Kaxercs,
OH OCTaBWJI €€ OTKPHITOW Ha ClieHe YOMiiCTBa B mapke. Tereps
e OHa Oblla NepeBEPHYTA, U HA TUTYJIBHOM JIUCTE, MPSMO O[T
Ha3BaHueM «CreHapuil A1 yOUiIbl», >KUPHBIM KPAacCHBIM Map-
Kepom ObLia BeIBeZIeHa KopoTKas (pasza: «Mrpa nauanace. Crne-
YOI X0 — TBOW».

BukTtop nonsaTtuics Ha3aj, OKa He YNEPCs CIIMHOM B XOJIOJ-
Hy1o cTeHy. Horu noskocmiince, 1 OH MeJIIEHHO CIIOJI3 BHU3, 00-
XBATHB IOJIOBY pyKamMH. DT0 ObUT HE COH. DTO OblIa HE TaJLTIOIH-
Harus. Yowuiina 61 31ech. B ero kBaptupe. OH He IPOCTO YnTal
pykonuce. OH cneauit 3a camum BuktopoMm. OH 3Ha, yTo Buk-
Top Hamen e€. OH 3Hai, yTto Buktop 3BoHMI areHty. OH 3Han
BcE. U oH He Oosiics. On npurnaman Buktopa B urpy.

CkoJbKO OH Tak npocujelt, Bukrop He nomHwI. MuHyTh! Mn



Yachl CIMJIACHh B OMH OECKOHEYHBIN MOTOK yxkaca. Hakorer, xo-
JIOl1, UAYILMI OT 10J1a, U OHEMEHME B HOTaxX 3acTaBWJIM €ro Io-
meBenuThest. OH ¢ TPYAOM HOIHSICS U, MOIIATHIBASICH, MTOJOIIENT
K croiy. Pyku npoxanu Tak, 4to OH €[jBa MOT yAepkaTh Tesie-
¢on. On cHoBa HaOpan Homep IlIrepHa. ['ynku. OnuH, BTOpPOi,
Tpetuil. Ha 10T pa3 areHT oTBeTHN OBICTpEE.

— Amno? Butsa? — ronoc ero OblT1 BCTPEBOXEH.

— ApKaauil, — ¢ TPyAOM Bbl1aBUII BUKTOP, — OH OBLI 3/1€Ch.

— Kr10? — He nousin [ITepH.

— Yowmiina. On 6601 B Moe#t kBapTupe. [1oka s1 pasroBapuBain
¢ To6oi1. nu cpazy nocne. OH ocTaBWII HAAMUCH HA 3epKaJle . ..
¥ MEeTKY Ha pykorucu. OH 3HaeT, uto 51 e€ Haen. OH 3HaeT, 4To
S1 371ECh.

— Tur yBepen? — B ronoce IlltepHa ciblinanock COMHEHHE,
CMelIaHHOe cO CTpaxoM. — MOXeT, Thl IPOCTO HE 3aMETUJ1, KO-
ria...

— Apkaguit, 1 He cruno! — 3akpuyan Buktop. — OH Obu1
3necs! Ilonnmaens? OH 3HaeT mou agpec! OH 3HaeT, 4To 4 3a-
tes1! OH npurnamaer MeHs B urpy! Tol MHE BepHILb?

— Bepio, — nocJie nay3bl TUXO OTBETUJI areHT. — BuTs, yxo-
u orryaa. Hemenyienno. He 6epu auyero. [pocto 6eru. Berpe-
THMCS B YCJIOBJIEHHOM MecTe. ... OymIb MpeaenbHO OCTOPOKEH.
Ecnu oH crepwmin 3a TOOOM, TO MOXET MTH TIO TISTaM.

— 1 monpobyto, — mpodopmoTtan Buktop.

OH otkmoun TenedoH u oriszien komHaty. OHa Gonblie He
Kazanack emy yoexwuriem. Tereps 310 Oblta JoBymika. Kaxmas



Belllb 371eCh ObLIa MPOMHUTAHA YyXKUM HpucyTcTBHeM. Kaxnas
TeHb Ka3ajiach kuBOW. EMy HyxHO ObutO youparbcs. Ho nmepen
STHUM OH JIOJIKEeH ObLT B3SITh C COOOM caMoe IIeHHOE — PYKOITUCh.
Ona OblTa €ero eAMHCTBEHHBIM OPYKMEM U €IMHCTBEHHOU Kap-
TON MECTHOCTH, IO KOTOPOU OH AOJIKeH ObuUT poiTH. OH OBbICT-
PO CXBaTWJI MANKy, 3alMXHYJ €€ B CTapbli NMOPT(Eb, KOTOPHII
CTOSUT Y ABEPU, HAKUHYJI KYPTKY U, HE OIJISIIbIBASICh, BBICKOUMIT
Y3 KBApTUPBI.

JlecTHuIa BCTpeTHIa €ro MOTMIJIBHBIM X0J100M. OH cOexkan
0 CTYNEHSIM, YyBCTBYS, KaK MOJOUIBbI CKOJIB3AT MO IMbUILHOMY
6erony. Cepaiie Ounoch rjae-To B riotke. EMy Bc€ Bpems kaza-
JIOCh, YTO 32 CITMHOW pa3faloTcs mard. YTo KTo-TO JIBIIIUT B 3a-
THUTOK. OH OCTAHOBWJICSI Ha IUIOIIAJIKE BTOPOrO 3Taka, YTOOBI
NEPEBECTU yX, U oriAHycA. Hukoro. Tumna. Tonbko rae-to
JIaJIeKO, HAa BEPXHEM 3Taxe, XJIOMHYJa ABepb. Vnu nokazanock?
OH pBaHyJI K BBIXOAY, TOJIKHYJ TSIKETYIO MOIBE3IHYIO ABEPh U
BBICKOUYWJI HA YJIUILY.

Ceexuid, BIQKHBIA BO3/yX OOKEr NE€rkue. TyCKJIbIA CBET ce-
pOro JIHs pe3aHyJ Mo ria3aM. BUKTOp OCTaHOBWIICS, TBITAsICh
orabimarkes. JIBop Obu1 mycT. OH MOIHST BOPOTHUK KYPTKH U
OBICTPBIM IIIarOM HANPaBUJICS K apKe, BeAylleld Ha MpPOCIEKT.
Emy Hy)HO ObLIO 3aTepAThCS B TOJIIE, CTaTh He3aMeTHbIM. Ho B
9TOM TOpPOJIe, TJIe OH MPOXUJI CTOJILKO JIET, OH YYBCTBOBAJI CeOs1
qyXuUM 1 6e33amuTHeIM. OH EN, He 000paurBasiCh, HO KaX/Iylo
CEeKYH/Ly OIILyIIIaJl, KaK B3JIs]] YOUMIIbI, CIOBHO HEBUAVMBIN Ty,
OypaBuT ero 3aTbuIoK. OH HBIPHYJT B OJIVIKAUIITYIO TIOIBOPOTHIO,



NepecéK MPOXOIHOM ABOP W BhIIIEN HA JIOAHYIO YAUIly. 34ech
Ob110 criokoiHee. Cpey creniamyx Mo CBOMM JIeJIaM ITPOXOKHX,
cpeau IyMa MalllvH U OOPhIBKOB Pa3rOBOPOB OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI
ce0s1 HeMHoro Oe3onachHee. Miumo3us Tonmsl Kak mmra. Ho on
3HAJI, YTO ITO JIUIIb UUTIO3US. YOUITIA, €CIIU OH CIIEyeT ero CIie-
Hapuio, He 6outcs Tonmbl. OH yMeeT KIaTh.

BukTOp ceit B epBbiii MOTABIIUICS aBTOOYC, He pa3oupast Ho-
Mepa Mapiipyta. EMy npocto Hy)HO ObUIO yeXaThb Kak MOXHO
JaJibllie OT CBOETO JIoMa. ABTOOYC, HATYKHO B3/IbIXasl, TPOHYJICS
¢ mecTta. BUKTOp ycTpousics Ha 3aTHEM CUJIEHbE, TPUXKAB K TPyIU
noptdenb ¢ pykonucbio. OH CMOTpes B OKHO, HO He BUjIEJ MPO-
IUIBIBAIOIIMX MUMO 37aHuid. [lepen ero riasamu Be€ elg crosiia
Ha/AMKCh Ha 3epkasie: « Tl He oguH». M u€pHblil moptdenb, B KO-
TOPOM JIeKajla ero pyKoIUCh, Tenephb Kazaics siukom [lanmno-
PbI, U3 KOTOPOT'O B JIDOOW MOMEHT MOIJIA BBIPBAThCS BCE KOIII-
Mapsl ero rpouuioro. Ho oH 3Haz, 4To eMy Hy:KHO OTKPBITh €TO.
OTKpBITh U CHOBA MpouuTarh. [IoTOMy 4YTO TONBKO Tam, cpeau
9TUX MPONUTAHHBIX YKACOM CTPAHUII, OH MOT HalTH OTBeT. Miun
HaMucaTh HOBBIM.

OH He 3HaJ1, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU Ipouuio. OYHyJICA OH OT TOrO,
9TO aBTOOYC MOATIPHITHYJ Ha BHIOOMHE, ¥ TIOPT(dEesh BBICKOJIb3-
HYJI U3 ero pyK. OH HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI TOAHSTD €r0, U B STOT
MOMEHT €ro B3[JIsiJI yNaj Ha ra3eTy, KOTOPYI0 YUTajl CUISIIUN
BIIEpe/IM MYy>KUMHA. 3arojoBOK Ha pa3BopoTe ObLT HAOpaH Kpyri-
HbeIM mipudrom: «HoBoe youiictBo B Ilapke [ToGensl. MaHbsik
OCTaBWJI MOCJaHUe». BUKTOp MOUyBCTBOBAI, KaK KPOBb OTJIMIIA



ot juna. [lapk ITobeap1? OH He TTOMHUJI TaKOW CIIEHBI B CBO-
et pykonmcy. Mnmm momumn? OH Havyas CyIopoKHO Tiepednparh
CTpaHMIIbI, MIOKA HE HAIIEN pasfen «YerBépras xeprBa». Tam
ornuchiBajioch youictso B Ilpumopckom napke [ToGenst. OH npo
Hero 3a0bU1. 3HAYMT, YOUHIIA ykKe Tepenen K YeTBEPTOM ClIeHe.
A Briepenu, COITIACHO CIOKETY, OCTaBalach TOJMBKO mATasd. Ilo-
cnenHssi. CueHa, B KOTOPOH JIOKeH ObLT yMEpeTh OH CaM.

BukTop 3aKpbLi I71a3a U NOMBITAICSA COCPEAOTOYUTHCS Ha Jbl-
xanun. Bnox. Beigox. Baox. Beiox. HykHO ObII0 yCIIOKOUTHCS.
MHavye OH HE CMOXET AyMarh. A JiymMaTh eMy ceiluac ObLIO KU3-
HeHHO HeoOxoauMo. OH OTKPBUI IJ1a3a U IIOCMOTPET Ha MYK4H-
Hy c razetod. ToT, He Mo03peBasi O pa3birPaBLIEHCS 32 €ro CIH-
HOU JJpame, CIIOKOMHO MepeBOpaurBaII CTPAHUIIBL, IIIEBeIs Ty0a-
MU, BUUTHIBASICh B KPUMHUHAIBHYIO XPOHUKY. OOBIYHBIN OObIBA-
TeJb, 151 KOTOPOTO BCE 3TU yOMICTBA — JIMILb MyTalonui (oH,
He Oonee. OH He 3HAeT, YTO CUAMT Tepejl YeTOBEKOM, KOTOPbIi
Hanucas ClieHapui 3Toro Kommapa. Yl He 3HaeT, 4To caM MOKeT
OKa3aTbCs Ha OJHOM U3 CJIENYIOIINX CTPAHULL.

ABTOOyC pe3Ko 3aTopMO3WI, U BHKTOp, yXBaTHBIIHCH 3a
CMUHKY CHJIEHbsl, peil BelTH. EMy HyxeH Obul Bo3ayx. OH
TIOKHMHYJT CAJIOH U OKa3aJics Ha HaOepe:kHOM. Peka piiana xono-
JI0M U cbipocThio. Cepbie Boabpl HeBbl paBHOIYIITHO KATUJIA CBOU
BOJIHBI, OTpa’kasi CBUHIIOBOe He0o. BukTop momomeén Kk naparne-
TY ¥ OOJIOKOTHJICS] HAa XOJIOMHBIN I'paHUT. B royioBe ObLT MOTHbIMA
cymOyp. Pykomnuch, youiilia, HaAMMCh Ha 3epKajie, 3BOHOK areH-
Ty, BCTpeua B «[lyooBoii porie». EMy Hy)HO ObIJIO MHOTOE 00-



aymatb. Ho rmaBHOe — OH JIOJKeH ObUT PelIuTh, KOMY OH MO-
KET AOBEPATh. Apkaauio? BozMoxkHO. A BO3BMOXHO, 4 HEeT. B ero
MIOJIOKEHUM JJOBEpHUE ObLIO HEMO3BOJIUTEIBHON POCKOIIIBIO.

OH BolTamma u3 noptdens nanky. Ha gymie 610 TsKeso,
HO OH 00s13aH ObLI caenath 310. OH OTKPBUI €€ Ha TOM MecTe,
e Jekajla KpacHasi HaANucCh. Tenepb, Ipy JHEBHOM CBETE, OHA
BBIINIsIAENA e Oonee 37oBenie. KpymnHbie, HepoBHbIE OYKBHI,
BIAaBJIEHHblEe B OyMary ¢ TakoWl CWJIOW, YTO YepHWJIA MpOINUTa-
JIU HEeCKoJIbKO cTpanmil. «Urpa Havanace. Cremyonmi xoq —
TBOW». YOwmiiia He mpocto yrpoxain. OH Opocai Bb3oB. OH X0-
Tes, yToObl BukTop BKmounscs B urpy. Ho no kakum npaBu-
nam? Ilo npaBusam ero COOCTBEHHOTO pOMaHa, KOTOpbIE OH caM
u nipuaymai. B atom Obuta crpaminast uponus. OH caM yCTaHO-
BUJI 9T NpaBuia. Ternepb eMy MpeacTosio UX HAPYLIMTb.

BUKTOp 3aXJIOMHYI ManKy ¥ 3aCyHy €€ 00paTHO B IOPTQETb.
OH He Mor 31ech unTarh. CIUIIKOM MHOTO r1a3. CIMIIIKOM MHO-
r'0 BO3MOXHBIX cBUeTeser. M coodmnankoB. OH ocMoTpen
Ha 4achl. [0 BcTpeun ¢ ApKaaueM OCTaBajloCh €UIE HECKOJIBKO
gacoB. EMy Hy)XHO ObLIO Iie-TO CKOpoTaTh BpeMsi. Moxer, Mmou-
T B Oubnmoteky? Vinu B TMxoe Kade, rae oH cMOr Obl CIOKOWHO
CECTb 3a CTOJI, OTKPbITh PYKOMKCh M COCTaBUTH IUIaH. [lnaH, Ko-
TOPBIM CITACET €My KM3Hb. OH OTOPBAJICA OT Mapariera 1 3amaraj
B ctopoHy Hesckoro npocrniekrta. Tam, B 1aOMpuHTe KaHalioB U
CTapbIX JBOPOB, MOKHO ObLIO HAUTH YKPOMHOE MECTO.

OH BbIOpan HeOObIIYI0 KOEHHIO B MOIBAIbUMKE Ha Habe-
pexHor kaHana ['puboenoBa. 3nech Maxjio KOpUIEH U CBEXe-



MOJIOTHIM KObe, urpasia Tuxasi My3blKa, 1 ObLJIO TIOUTH Oe3ITI0I-
HO. BUKTOp 3aHs1 CTONMK B CAaMOM JaJIbHEM YIITy, OTKYJa XOpo-
110 TPOCMAaTPUBAJICS BXOJ, U 3aKa3aJj ABONHOM scripecco. Korna
odulMaHTKa MPUHECA €My YalllKy ¥ OTOIIUIA, OH CHOBA BbITA-
i pykoruck. Ternepb, Korga oH ObLT BIAJTM OT CBOETO J0Ma,
OT 9TOM MPOKJISITON KBAPTHPHI C €€ 3epKajaMy 1 HAJIUCSIMH, OH
MIOYYBCTBOBaJI ceOsl HEMHOTO CIOKOIHEee. DTO ObUIO MILTIO30p-
HOE CIIOKOICTBHUE, HO OHO TO3BOJISIIO MBICITUTb.

OH Hayvan JHUCTaTh PyKOIMCh, Ha TOT pa3 C KapaH/AIlOM B
pykax. OH BBIWICHST AETAH, KOTOPbIE MOIIIM OBITh KJTIOYEBHI-
Mu. B nposore onuckiBanach HeKasi MUCTHYECKas CBSI3b MEXY
aBTOPOM U €ro NepcoHaxkeM. YOuiilia B poMaHe ObUT HE TIPOCTO
yenoBekoM. OH ObLT Mee, BbIIeqIIerd U3-1oa KOHTpossa. OH
ObLT OPOJKIEHUEM MPAYHOTO CO3HAHMSI aBTOPA, €ro TEHbIO, 00-
peTiel mIoTh. BUKTOp mucan 310 Kak ajuleropuio, Kak puio-
cockuii mpuém. Ho Tereps eMy Ka3anock, YTO OH HEOCO3HAHHO
OIMCaJl MEXaHW3M, KOTOPBI Hauasl paboTaTh B peasibHOCTH. Ero
TeHb JICHCTBUTEIHHO 0Opesa mioTh. M Tenepb OHa OXOTHIaCh Ha
HEro.

B yerBéproii r1aBe, KoTopylo yOuiilia, Cyasl Mo BceMy, yxke
BOCITPOM3BEII, OMUCHIBANIACH CIIEHA, Te YOUNIa, mepe]] HaHece-
HMEM CMEpTENIbHOIO y/apa, IIenyeT KepTBe Ha yXO HeKylo ¢pa-
3y. BUkTOp He moMHII €€, MoKa He mepeurTa. DTo OblIa CTPO-
Ka U3 CTUXOTBOPEHUs1, KOTOPOE OH JTI0OWI B I0HOCTHU. «M cmepThb
BOUJET B TBOM JIOM, KaK CTapblid Ipyr». Mypaiiku mpodexan
o crivHe. 3HAuuT, yOuiIa ucrosib3oBai 31y ¢pasy? U razera



HAIIMCAJIa O «II0CJIaHU». BO3MOXHO, UMEHHO 00 3TOM. YOuiia
HE IIPOCTO KOMMPOBaJ clieHbl. OH cieoBal UM JI0 MeJIbYAIINX
Jetasieil. BiuioTs 10 €/10B, KOTOpBIE MPOU3HOCKIT YOUITIA.

BukTop nepeunran crieHy cHoBa. B Heil ObL1 e111i€ oiuH HI0aHC.
Yowiinia, COrmacHO TeKCTy, OCTaBJISLT Ha TeJsie KEePTBbl KAKOH-TO
3HaK. Hert, He pusnyeckun, a cuMBoamvyeckui. OH BKJIaIbIBAJI B
KapMaH >KepTBbI JIUCT OyMaru ¢ HAPUCOBAHHBIM OT PYKH CUMBO-
nom. Kakum? Bukrtop Bumntascs B onucanue. «CUMBOI ObLT MO-
X0 Ha CIIUpasb, CKPyUYeHHYIO B 0OpaTHYIO CTOPOHY, C TOUKOU B
HeHTpe. 3HaK OECKOHEUHOCTH, 3aMKHYTOH Ha ceOst». Buktop He
HNOMHWJI, YTOOBI caM IPUAYyMbIBaJl 3TOT 3HaK. Ho oH ObL1 31€Ch. B
ero pykonucu. HarmcaHHbIi ero pykon. 3HauuT, yOMiilia ocTa-
BWJI Takol 3Hak ? Mu 3ta petans Obuta ynymieHa? HewsBecTHo.
Ho ecnu yOwmiitia ObLT Tak MeIaHTHYEH, TO, BO3MOKHO, CIIEI0Ba-
TEeJU yXkKe WIIYT YeJTOBeKa, KOTOPbIM OCTaBJisleT Takue 3Haku. U
9TOT YeJIOBEK — OH.

Ara MbIcib ObU1a ykacHa. OH He yousast. Ho Bce ynuku mor-
JIM yKa3bIBaTh Ha Hero. Ero pykomnuck — 310 nipsimas yiuka. Ec-
71 e€ HalIyT y Hero, eMy He o37A0poBUTCs. Ho Kak 0ObSICHUTH
e€ npoucxoxaenue? Kak nokaszars, 4To OH He yOuiila, a JIUIIb
aBTOp, UbM (DAHTA3MU KTO-TO PELIJI BOIUIOTUTH B JKU3HB? DTO
HEeBO3MOXHO. OCOOEHHO ecii y4ecTb, YTO OH CaM He TIOMHUT
HEKOTOPBIX TEPUOIOB CBOEH ski3HU. OH caM COMHEBAeTCs B COO-
CTBEHHOU HEBUHOBHOCTH. MokeT, 310 oH? MOXeT, ero pa3iBoe-
HUe JIMYHOCTH 3aIILJI0 TaK JIaJIeKO, YTO OH CaM COBEpIIIaeT yOuii-
CTBa, @ IOTOM He TOMHHT 00 3ToM? BukTop nmoxosnonesn. 1o Obl-



Jla camasi cTpaiiHas Bepcusi. Bepcusi, B KOTOPOH OH caMm sIBJISIET-
Cs1 MOHCTPOM.

OH nocmotpen Ha cBou pyku. OObIUHBIE PYyKU THCATEIS.
[anbupl ¢ TOHKMMH, YYBCTBUTEIbHBIMU MOAYIIEYKAMHU, CIIETKA
MOXEJITEBIINE OT HUKOTUHA. MOr JIu OH 3TUMU PyKamH JIMIIUTh
JKM3HU YesioBeka? B ero pomanax yOUHIIbI 4acTo ObLTH OOBIYHBI-
MM, He3aMETHBIMHU JiIoibMU. CepriiHbIe yOUITIBI, KOTOPbIE )KUBYT
cpeau Hac, XOAAT Ha padoTy, yabldaoTcs coceasM. MokeT, OH
caM ctai TakuM? Her, 3T0 HeBO3MOXxHO. i1 BO3MOKHO?

BuKTOp NOYYBCTBOBAI, KAaK K rOpi1y MOACTyNAET ToHOTa. OH
OTOJIBUHYJI YallIKy C HeAONUTHIM Kode. Pyku ero tpsicince. Emy
HYXKHO ObUIO B3ATh ce0s1 B pyku. Eciii oH cam coi€r ¢ yma ot
STUX MBICIIEH, youiinia modeaut 6e3 enuHoro yaapa. OH JI0KeH
BEPUTh B CBOI0 HEBUHOBHOCTH. JloykeH. MHaye BCE, 3a 4TO OH
60poJics, MOTePsIET CMBICIL.

OH cHOBa HayaJl JIUCTaTh PYKOIKCh, UINA 3alENKU, KOTOpbIE
Mor Obl yKa3aTh Ha JIMYHOCTh yOuiiibl. KTo Mor umrarh ero
yepHOBUKM ? KTO mmen k Hum foctyn? OH BEPHYJICS K pa3roBO-
py ¢ Apkaguem. ATeHT yNOMSsIHYJI, YTO BHUJEN TOJBKO HA4aJo.
Ho 4to0, eciu 310 He Tak? Yro, ecnu oH Buaen oonbie? Miu,
9To OOJIee BEPOSITHO, CHSLT KOIUH, MOoKa BuUKTOp Haxomuics B
OecriamsaTcTBe? ApKaauil ObUT YeJIOBEKOM MparMaTudHbiM. OH
3HAJ LIEHY TakuM pykonucsiM. OH MOT COXpPaHWTh KOIMUIO ISt
ceOs1, Ha ciydail, ec BUKTOp He cMoOKeT JonmucaTh poMaH. A
MOTOM, B CHJTy KaKMX-TO OOCTOSITEJIbCTB, 9T KOMUSI MOTJIa YUTH
Ha cropoHy. Minm kto-To Mor e€ BrikpacTh. Ho k10? YOwmiina?



TO CIUIIKOM CJIOKHAS LIETTOYKa.

Hpyras Bepcusi: BUKTop cam, B COCTOSIHUM COMHaMOY/IM3Ma,
otnan pykonuck komy-1o. Ho komy? OH HM € keM He o01iascs B
ToT nepuoa. Kpome Apkaaus. 3HauuT, €AMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBE-
KOM, KOTOPBI/ 3HaJI O PYKOIHUCH, ObLI ero areHT. VI enuHCTBEH-
HBIM, KTO MOT €€ CKOTMPOBaTh, ObU1 TOXE OH. Ho MoTHB? 3auem
Apkanuio yousathb moneii? OH He MaHbsIK. OH IIMHUK, KOTOPbIi
paau ieHer Mor noity Ha MHoroe. Ho He Ha yOMICTBO.

BHe3anHo B maMATH BCIUIBIIO OqHO MMs. MapuHa. Ero ObiB-
m1as xkeHa. OHU pa3Besnch Kak pas3 JIECATS JIET Ha3a/l, HE3a40JIr0
JI0 TOTO, Kak OH Havyaul mucath «CrieHapuii». OHa yIiia oT Hero,
3abpaB ¢ co0oi Bce poTorpaduu, Bce COBMECTHBIE BOCIOMMHA-
HUS ¥, K&KeTcs, 4acTb ero camoro. OH ObUT Tak CJIOMJIEH STHM
Pa3BOIOM, UTO MOTPY3WJICA B IyUYMHY TBOPYECTBA, U3 KOTOPOM
BBIHBIPHYJI YK€ C 9TOW pyKonuchio. Morna 11 MapuHa BuieTh
pykonuchk? Bpsag . Onu pazopBanu Bee cBsA3U. OHa He npues-
’kauia, He 3B0HMIIa. Ho oHa 3Hana o ero TBopueckux riaHax. OHa
3HaJIa, YTO OH 3a/lyMaJl HallUCaTh «HEYTO, YTO IIOKUPYET BCEX».
Morna 1 oHa BbIKpacTh pykonuch? M3 mectn? 3auem? OHa ero
HEHaBH/IE/A, HO He JJ0 TaKOM CTENeHH, YTOObl CTaTh CEpUIMHOM
youiitieit. 9To ObUIO HepeasbHO.

OH oTOPOCHII U1 3Ty BEpCHI0. YCTaOCTh Opaa cBo€. Mo3r oT-
KasbIBaJICsl pabOTaTh B TAKOM HarnpsikeHUd. BUKTOp 3aka3zan emmé
of1iH Koe, Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ KOHbSIKOM. EMy HyXKHO ObLJIO HEMHOT'O
pacciaabuTbCsl, YTOOB! MBICIH TIOTEKJIM B HY’KHOM HallpaBJICHUH.
Korzma on mm, B3MIs/ €ro ymas Ha 9KpaH MOOMIIBHOTO Tennedo-



Ha. [Tpunuio coodmenne. OT HensBecTHOro Homepa. OH OTKPbLT
ero. B coobmiennu Oputa Bcero omHa cTpoka: «Thl yxke mpodn-
Tan yeTBEpTyio raBy? Hanelock, Tebe nmoHpaBuiiock. [1aras Oy-
ner e naTepecHee. Thl I1aBHbIN repoii. He onazapiBaii Ha co0-
CTBEHHYIO ITPEMbEPY».

BukTtop cxan tenedoH Tak, 4To KOpIyC XpYCTHYJI. 3HA4uT,
yOMiilla 3HaeT ero Homep. 3HA4UT, OH CJICAWT 3a HUM. 3HAUUT,
OH 3HaeT, yTo Bukrop ceituac unrtaer pykonucb. OH BCE 3HaeT.
Crpax BepHyJCs, HO Terepb OH ObLT APYruM. XOJIOIHBIM, pac-
YETIIMBBIM. DTO ObLT CTpax rnepes Hem30ekHbIM. OH OTKUHYJICS
Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa U 3aKpbll r1a3a. Mrpa Havanacek. U criepyomuin
XOJ] AeMCTBUTEbHO ObUT 32 HUM. HO Kakoil Xoi OH MOXKET clie-
JIaTh, €CJIM MPOTHUBHUK 3HAET Bce ero caadbie Mecta? Ecim mpo-
TUBHUK — 3TO OH caM?

OH ponui Koe ¢ KOHbSIKOM, PACIIaTUJICS U BBIIIET U3 Ka-
(pe. Ha ynuiie cHoBa Hauyan MOpOCHUTD 10%b. Cepblid, IPOTUB-
HBII, KaK caMa CMEPTh. BUKTOp MOAHSI BOPOTHUK U 3alllaraji B
CTOpOHY cTaHIK MeTpo. EMy Hy)HO ObLIO exarh 3a ropon. Ha
BCcTpeuy ¢ ApkaaueM. OH He 3HaJ, 4yTo cKaxeT eMy. OH He 3HaJl,
KOMY MOXHO 10BepsATh. HO OH 3HaJs1 O1HO: OH HE JOJKEH OCTa-
HaBJIMBaThCA. [IBrkeHME — 3TO KU3Hb. OCTaHOBKA — CMEPTb.
W oH, Kak u ero repou, He xotesa ymupath. [loka He xoren. Ox
eIne He JIoNUcall CBOI0 UcToprio. Ml oH 00513aTesIbHO TIepenuIeT
e€ punan. Jlaxe eciu AJis 3TOro emy MpUIETCs CPa3UThCS C COO-
CTBEHHBIM OTPaKEHUEM.



I'naBa 3. Uy:kue Tenun
B «Jly0oBoIiil pome»

DeKkTpuyKka yHocwia Buktopa mpous U3 ropona, paccekas
cepylo TeJieHy MeJIKOTO, BheIJTMBOrO N0Xk sl Baron Obut moutu
nycr. JIuib B JajbHEM €T0 KOHIIE, Y OKHA, IPUMOCTUIIACh TIOKHU-
Jlasl JKEHIIMHA C TMOTPEMaHHON XO3MCTBEHHOM CYMKOH, Ja 4e-
pe3 HECKOJIbKO PsIOB OT BUKTOpa cuiesl MOJIONON YesloBeK B
HayITHWKaX, OE33BYYHO MOKAYMBAS TOJOBOW B TAKT HECIIBIIIH-
MOM My3bIKe. 32 OKHaMU MPOILIbIBAIA YHBUIbIE [IPOMBIIILJICHHBIE
Nel3aku: pKaBble Tapaxu, OETOHHBIE 3a00Pbl, YaXxJible mepee-
CKH, TOHYIIME B MPOMO3IJION Mrjie. BUKTOp nmprxuMa K rpyau
noptdenb C PYKOMUChIO, YyBCTBYSI €r0 TSXKECTh HE TOJIBKO (PU-
3UYECKYI0, HO M KaKyIO-TO 3JI0BEIIYI0, HOTYCTOPOHHIOKW. CIIOBHO
BHYTPH MOpTdesis Jexan He OyMaKHBI MaHYCKPHUIT, a KyCOK
OKaMEHEBIIIC ThbMBI, TOTOBBIA B JIIOOOW MOMEHT PacKpPHIThCS U
MIOTJIOTUTD €ro0.

OH crapaicsi He JymMaTh O COOOIIEHUH, TIOTyYeHHOM B Kade,
HO cTpouka «Thl r1aBHBINA Tepoii. He oma3apiBaii Ha COOCTBEH-
HYIO NIPEMbEPY» HABS3YMBO MYJILCUPOBAJIA B MO3TY, OTIABasICh
B BHCKax TYIOW, Homotel 0osbio. KTo 10T yenosek? Kak on
y3HaJ1 ero Homep? Kak oH y3Hau, uto Buktop ceituac unrtaer yer-
BEpTyI0 maBy? OTBeTOB He ObUIO. BbUTH JUIIL AOramku, ogHa
cTpaliHee Apyroil. BUKTOp cHOBa M CHOBa IMPOKPY4YUBal B ro-



JIOBe COOBITUSI TIOCNIETHUX JIBYX THEW, MbITasICh HANTU XOTb Ka-
KYIO-TO 3alIeNKY, XOTh KaKyl0-TO HUTOYKY, BEAYIIYIO K Pa3raj-
ke. Ho Bc€ Obu10 TIeTHO. Best ero s)u3Hb BAPYT NMpeBpaTuiiach B
3aryTaHHBIN JTAOMPUHT, CTEHbl KOTOPOTO ObUTH CJIOKEHBI U3 €ro
COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOB, a B TYNUKAaX MOIKUJAN HE ITPOCTO OMACHO-
CTH, a TIOPOXJEHUS er0 COOCTBEHHOTO BOOOPaKEHUSI.

OH 3aKkpbUT IJ1a3a, W TMepe]] MBICIEHHBIM B30POM BO3HMKJIA
clieHa W3 pykonucH. YeTBéprasi rasa, youictBo B [Ipumop-
ckoM mapke [To6enpr. OH onuchIBaII €ro ¢ 0COO0H KECTOKOCTHIO.
Yowiinia, B ero poMaHe, BHICJICKUBAJ CBOIO KEPTBY — JKEHIIUHY
Cpe/HuX JieT, Onbnuorekapsi, OJMHOKYIO M 3aMKHYTYI0 — B Te4e-
HUe HecKoJbKuX AHed. OH nomxkuaan e€ nociae padoTsl, MEN 3a
HEell 10 MYCTHIHHBIM aJUIesIM, HACTIAXIasCh €€ CTpaxoM, e€ Oec-
MOMOUTHOCTBIO. A 3aTeéM, B CAMOM TEMHOM YIJTy MapKa, Moj cTa-
PbIM PACKUIUCTBIM TyOOM, HAHOCWJI CMepTeJbHbIN yaap. Buk-
TOp NMOMHWJI, KaK Iucal 3Ty cueHy. OH cujiel 3a CTOJIOM B CBOE
CbEMHOU KBapTUpPE, U PYKU €ro JApoxkaiu oT Bo30yxkaeHus. OH
caM CTaHOBWJICSI 9TUM YOHIAIIeH, OH YyBCTBOBAJI €0 a3apT, €ro
XOJIOJIHYIO SIPOCTh, €r0 W3BPAIEHHOE HaClaXJIeHue. DTO ObLIO
YyJOBUIIHO, HO TOTJIa OH HE MOT OCTaHOBUThCS. OH ObLT ofiep-
KUM.

Tenepb ke, Korjga 3TU CLIEHbl OKWIN B PEaIbHOCTH, OHU BbI-
3bIBJIY JIWIIIb TOITHOTY U JISACHSIINN yKac. YOuidna, ciieys ero
TEKCTY, BOCIIPOM3BEJ HE TOJIKO CaMO MPECTYIUIEHUE, HO U €ro
arMocdepy. [azera mucana o «mociaaHuu». Bo3amMoxHO, 0 ToM
caMoy CTpOKe, KOTOpyio BukTop Bmoxui B ycra youumsl: «M



CMEPTb BOWET B TBOU JIOM, KaK cTapblid Apyr». OT 3TOM MbIC-
7 ero nepenépHysio. Ero coOcTBeHHbIE CI0Ba CTaIM MTPEACMEpT-
HBIM IIENIOTOM JIJIsI pEaJIbHOM JKeHIMHBI. OCO3HaHKUEe 3TOro 00-
PYILIMJIOCh HA HETO C HOBOM CUJION, U OH €/1Ba HE 3aCTOHAJI, ITPU-
’KaB JIaJIOHb KO PTY.

— Bawm mioxo? — pazgajics psIoM HETPOMKHUU T'OJIOC.

BukTop B3ApOrHYJ M OTKPBLUI I71a3a. PAIOM ¢ HUM CTOSIT TOT
camblil MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK B HayIIIHMKAX, KOTOPbIA CUJEI Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO psfoB. Teneps oH cMoTpen Ha Buktopa ¢ TpeBoroit u
JOOOMBITCTBOM. Y Hero ObL10 OJ1eIHOE, HEBBIPA3UTEIIHHOE JIUIIO,
CBETJIbIC BOJIOCHI, MMAJIAIONIKe Ha I71a3a, U TOHKUE TyObl, M30THY-
Thle B JIETKOU MOJyyJIbiOKe. B pyke OH Jiepxkan CHATbIe HayITHU-
KH.

— Her, cnmacu6o, — otBetms1 Buktop, crapasich roBOpuTh
crnokoiHo. — [IpocTo HEMHOro yKauao.

— TloHnmaro, — KHMBHYJI MOJIOJIOW YEJIOBEK, HO HE YIIEN. —
DTH CTapble JEKTPUYKU BCET/IA TaK TPACET. Bam, HaBepHOE, 1a-
JIEKO eXaTh?

— Her, He oueHb, — cyxo oTBeTHI1 BUKTOp, OTBOpaunBasch
K OKHY.

Ho mapens He orcraBan. OH npucen Ha CUACHBbE HAIIPOTHUB,
TIOJIOKVB HAYIITHUKH Ha KOJIeH!. B ero B3misae ObUIo YTO-TO 1ieT-
KO€, U3yyvalolliee, 4YTo He MOHpaBmIoch Bukropy.

— CrpaHHOE MeCTO Bbl BHIOpAJIM /JIs1 MOE3/AKU B TaKYIO IO-
rofy, — MpPOAOJIKaNl OH. — 3a ropof, B J0X/b, IOUYTH ITyCTOM
BaroH. [IpsiMo crieHa U3 neTeKTuBa.



— 41 ne BuIOMpan, — OypkHy!I BukTtop. — VY MeHs jena.

— A, fiena, — TIPOTSIHYJ TIAPEHb, U €ro MOMyyIbIOKa cTana
mmpe. — Y Beex jena. KTo-To efer Ha gauy, KTO-TO K POICTBEH-
HUKaM. A Bbl, HABEpHOE, NucaTesb? Y Bac BUJ TAKOW... 3aJyM-
yuBblid. I moptdesib, Kak y repoeB KJIACCMUYeCKMX POMAHOB.

BukTOp no4yBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPY ITOJHUMAETCS BOJIHA Pa3-
JpaXX€HUs U TPEBOIM. DTOT CIyYalHbIN MMOMYTUMK Ka3aJICsA eEMY
noAo3puTeIbHbIM. CIIMIIKOM HaBS3UMBBIM, CJMIIKOM BHHMMa-
TeJIbHBIM. MOXKeT, 3T0 U ecTh youiia? MoxeT, OH cieayer 3a
HrM? BukTOp mocrapascs B3aTh ce0s B pyku. Henb3s Obuto To-
Ka3bIBaTh CBOM CTpax.

— Her, g He nucatenb, — cka3aj OH pe3ue, yeM xotes. — 51
uHkeHep. M1 MHe HyXHO TopadoTaTh.

— WI3BuHUTE, — MapeHb TPUMUPUTETBHO MOAHST PYKU. —
4 He xoten Bac 3aaeTh. [IpocTo B TakKOM ITyCTOM BaroHe HEYacTo
BCTPETHUIIIb MHTEPECHOTO codeceqHrnKa. Mens 30ByT Orier, KcTa-
1. S 3ByKOpexkuccép. Eny B nepeBHIo, k 0alymike. OHa y MeHs
CTapeHbKasl, HaJJ0 IOMOYb 110 XO3SAWCTBY.

— TloxBanbHo, — mporeaun BUuktop, 4yBCTBYS, Kak Harpsi-
raloTcs IUIeYH.

Oner 3amoiyas, Ho He yien. OH CUIEN U CMOTPEJT B OKHO, TH-
XO HACBUCTBIBAsI KAKON-TO HABSI3UMBBIA MOTHB. BUKTOp Mckoca
HaOJ0/1a71 32 HUM. B 3TOM napHe ObUIO YTO-TO HEECTECTBEHHOE.
Ero cniokoiicTBue Ka3aaoCh HAUTPAHHBIM, & B3MJIS[L — CJIMILIKOM
BHUMATEJIbHBIM JJIs1 IpocToro nomytuuka. Ho, BO3MOxHO, 3TO
JIMIIb UTPa ero BOCMaIEHHOTro BooOpaskeHus. [locie Bcero, uTo



MIPOM3OIILIO, OH TOTOB OBbLT MOJO3PEBATH KAKJIOTO0 BCTPEYHOTO.

Ha cnenyroment ocranoBke Oner nogHsics. OH HECHEIHO Ha-
TSIHYJI HA TOJIOBY KAITIOIIOH CEPOi TOJICTOBKHY, HAKUHYJT HA TIEY0
PIOK3aK U, TPOXo/iss MUMO BukTOpa, Ha MrHOBEHHE OCTAHOBHIICSL.

— He noBepsiitTe TUIIMHE, — MPOU3HEC OH THUXO, MOYTH IIIE-
MIOTOM, U B €ro ria3ax OyiecHyI HeloOphiid OrOHEK. — OHa ymeer
MPSITaTh YyJAOBHUIIL

C 3TMMHU clIOBaMU OH BBIIIIEN W3 BaroHa, OCTaBUB BukTo-
pa B TOJIHOM OlleNIeHeHnu. [[Bepy ¢ MIUIMeHneM 3aKpbUICh, U
NIEKTPUYIKA MeJIJIEHHO TPOHYJIachk. Buktop obepHysics U yepes
MOKpO€ CTeKJIO yBuel, kKak Oser CTOMT Ha MycTol miatgopme
u cMoTpuT emy Bcaen. Ero durypa, 3akyTaHHasi B cepoe, Mef-
JIEHHO Tasula B JIOKJIJIMBOM JIBIMKE, HO BUKTOp roTOB OBLT MO-
KJIICTBCS, UTO Ha €ro JIMLIE BCE E1IE UTrpajla Ta )K€ CTpaHHas Mo-
JyyJbIOKa.

— Bpen, — npomentan BUKTOp, OTKUIBIBASICH HA CIIUHKY CH-
nenbst. — [Ipocto Open.

Ho cepniie konmotuiock kak OerreHoe. ClioBa HE3HAKOMIIA OT-
JABAJINCH B yIIax, Kak mpuroBop. «He gosepsiiite Tuimuze. OHa
yMeeT npsATaTh yyaoBuil». OTkyna o 3Han? Cosnajgenue? Minu
9TO OBUI HE CITyYalHBIN TOIyTUMK, a HAOMIOOaTe b, TOCTAHHBINA
youiineit? i cam yowiinia? Buktop mocrapascs oTOpoCcHTh 3TH
Mbicid. EMy HYX)HO OBUIO COCPEIOTOUUTHCSI HAa TMPEACTOSIIeH
BcTpeue. Ha Apkaguu.

Bcrpeua Obuta Ha3HaueHa B Tpaktupe «Jlydosas poia». 1o
ObLIO CTAPMHHOE 3aBeJeHHEe, PacloNoKeHHOE HA OKpanHe [1ad-



HOTO TIOCEIKA, B CTOPOHE OT IIIYMHBIX Tpacc. ApKaauid BbI-
Opas ero He CIy4YailHO: OH IIEHWJI THIIMHY, YeIWHEHWe U XO-
poriyio KyxHio. Kpome Toro, Tam ObUJI0O MHOTO TOTAHHBIX yTOJI-
KOB, TIJIe MOKHO ObLIIO CITIOKOMHO TTOTOBOPUTh, HE OMACAsICh JIUIII-
HUX ymeid. Buktop OblBan 37€ch OHAKIBI, MHOTO JIET Ha3ajl,
Ha MMpa3THOBAHUM CBOEro copokaieTusi. Torma «JlydoBas poria»
NOKa3aJ1ach €My MPAayHOBAThIM, HO YIOTHBIM MECTOM C OXOTHH-
YbUM MHTEPHEPOM: TEMHOE JEPEBO, OJIEHBU pOra Ha CTeHax, Ka-
MUH C IOTPECKUBAIIIMMU ApoBamMU. Teneps ke, B CBETe MOCe/-
HUX COOBITHIA, 9TO MECTO BUJIEJIOCh €My UJIeaIbHON JeKoparen
JU1s1 (pMHAJIBHOM CLIEHBI €70 POMaHa.

DreKTpUyKa HaKOHell MpuObLIa Ha HYXKHYIO CTaHIUIO. BUK-
TOP BBIIIIEN HA IJ1aT(pOopMy, MOAHST BOPOTHUK KYPTKH U 3al1arai
10 pa3MOKIILIEX T'PaBUMHOM JTIOPOKKE B CTOPOHY MOCENKa. [loxKIb
YCUJTWIICS], TIpEBpAIlasiCh B HACTOSALIMIA JiBeHb. KpynHble Kan-
1 6apadaHWIM MO KAIoOIOHY, CTeKaI 3a IMBOPOT, 3aCTHIIa-
T Ta3a. BUkTop mén ObicTpo, MouTH OeromM, crapasich He To-
CKOJIb3HYTbCSI HA MOKPOU ITIMHE. BOKpyr, HACKOJIBKO XBarTajio
I71a3, MPOCTUPAIUCH ITyCThIE JaYHbIE YYACTKHU, OKPYKEHHBIE T1O-
KOCUBIIMMHUCS 3a00pamMu. ['osbie epeBbsl, MOX0KUE Ha CKEJIETHI,
TSIHYJIM K HeOy CBOM Y€pHBIE BETBU. THUIIIMHA 3/1eCh CTOsLIA TaKasd,
YTO B yIIax 3BeHeNO. JIUIb 11yM J0XK/s U YaBKaHbE TPSI3U MOJ
HOTraMH Hapyajiu MEPTBOe Oe3MOJIBHE.

Hakonen, Bnepeay MNOKa3aMChb OYEpPTaHUS ABYXITAXKHOIO
3[AHUSI C OCTPOBEPXOU Kpbiliel. D10 u ObiIa «JlydoBas porax.
TpakTup BBIITIALEN TaK, CJIOBHO COILIEN CO CTPAHUL] TOTUYECKO-



ro pOMaHa: MOTEeMHEBIIKE OT BpeMeHU OpEBHA, MaJIeHbKIE OKHA
C JIepeBSIHHBIMU CTaBHSIMH, MacCHBHAsI BEPb, OOMTasi KOBAHBI-
MU nosiocamu. Hazi BXoiom, packaumBasich Ha BETPY, BUCEJIA BbI-
BeCKa ¢ OOJTyMNMBIIENCs MO30J0TON. BUKTOP TONKHY TSIKETYIO
JBEPb U BOLLEN BHYTPb.

Ero BcTpeTns TEIUIbINA, MPOIUTAHHBIM 3aI1aXOM JIEPEBA U Jbl-
Ma BO3/1yX. BHyTpH ObL10 o4ty mmycro. 3a 6apHOil CTOMKOM CKY-
Yaj MoXuol GapMeH ¢ ce/IbIMU ycaMu, MPOTUpast MUBHOW 00-
Kajl. B yry, y kaMuHa, B KOTOPOM JIEHUBO MOTPECKUBAJIM JIPO-
Ba, CHJeJIa Mapa CPeAHUX JIeT, TUXO Oecemys. ApKaauil cuien 3a
JAJIBHUM CTOJIMKOM, Y OKHA, BBIXOIAILIETo B 3apociui caa. OH
ObLT O/IET B JOPOroe KalleMUpPOBOE MajIbTO, KOTOPOe OH HeOpexk-
HO HaOpOCWJI Ha CIMHKY CTYJIa, M TEMHBIA KOCTIOM. B pyke oH
Aepkai OOKajl ¢ BUCKH, a TIepe]] HUM CTOsIIa TeTIeIbHUIIA, O
Hasl OKYpKOB. 3aBUJEB BHKTOpa, OH NMOAHAN PyKy B IPUBET-
CTBEHHOM >KECTE, HO JIMIO €r0 OCTABAJIOCh HAIIPSI)KEHHBIM.

BukTop nopomeén k cronuky u cen HanpotuB. Hekotopoe Bpe-
Ms OHM MOJIYa CMOTpEJIM Jpyr Ha gpyra. BHemHocts Apkagus
HE U3MEHWJIACh 3a T€ TO/bl, YTO OHU HE BUJIEJIUCH: T€ XKE ITPOH3HU-
TeJIbHbIE CEpBIE 1J1a3a, CJIerKa HaBbIKaTe, KPYIHbII HOC C CETKON
KpPacHBIX IPOXUJIOK, BOJIEBOW MOAOOPOIOK, KOTOPHI OH BCe-
I1a BBIIYMBAJL, KOrjga HepBHUYal. OH mocrapesn, HO He COAJICH.
MopuuHsl cTanu riyoxe, a BoJIOChl, HEKOTAa YEPHbIE, Ternepb
ObLTM TPOHYTHI CETUHOIA.

— Bbimisiaunne Thl MapIvBO, — HAKOHEL MPOU3HEC ApKa-
Wi, Hapymmas TuimmHy. — Kak OyAaTo He cran Heaemo.



— IouTH Tak u ecth, — oTBeTHII BUKTOp, OpOCHB mopTtdein
Ha COCeHUM CTYJI. — ThI TOXE He JIyduie.

— 3ar0 A YeCTHO MpeaynpexIan, — YCMEXHYJICS areHT, Jie-
J1asi IJIOTOK BUCKU. — ['oBOpm1 Tebe: «BuTts, He Jie3b B 3Ty KJIO-
aky. OHa Te0s1 coxpeT». Ho Thl HUKOTIA He ciyman. BedHo cun-
Tas ceOs ymHee Beex. Jonmcancs?

— Thst 0 pykonucu? — BUKTOp NMPHUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPEI Ha
HETO.

— 51 0 BcéM, — Apkaauii OTBEN B3MIsA[l, YCTABUBIINUCH B OK-
HO, 32 KOTOPBIM JOXAb XJIECTAJI 110 KycTaM IIUNoBHKUKA. — Ho
HauyHEM ¢ pykonucu. Tel ckazan, uyro Hawen e€. ['ne?

— Ha uepnake. B kopoOke co crapeivu apxuBamu. Toi ca-
MO, KOTOPYIO 51 HE OTKPBIBAJI IECSATH JIET.

— W 410 B Hen? — Apkaguul MOBEPHYJICA K HEMY, U B €r0
I71a3ax MPOMEJIbKHYJIO HEYTO, MoXoxee Ha crpax. — OHa noin-
Has?

— IMouru. He xBaraet ¢punana. Tounee, HECKOIBKUX MOCTIE/I-
HUX CLIEH, KOTOpPBIE BEAYT K pa3Bs3Ke.

— U 4ro0 3a pa3Ba3ka? — COPOCUII areHT, XOTs M0 €ro TOHY
OBLIO SICHO, UTO OH YK€ JJorajascs.

— CmMmepTb aBTOpa, — CIMIOKOWHO OTBETMIJI BUKTOp, HO OT 3TO-
IO CITIOKOKCTBHS Y HETO CAaMOTO TTOXOJIOZIENO B Tpyau. — YOuMIia,
Cleyst MOEMY CIOKeTY, JOJKeH YOUTDb Mucatesisi, KOTOPHI ero
cozfan. DTo AokHA Oblia ObITh KpacuBasi MeTadopa. Tenepb
OHAa MOXET CTaTh PEaIbHOCTBIO.

ApKauil BBIJOXHYJT ¥ TTOCTaBUJT OOKa Ha cToJl. Ero masbiipt,



YHU3aHHbIE NIEPCTHSIMU, CJIETKA MOAPAaruBaJIu.

— D10 6e3ymue, — TUXO Mpou3HEC OH. — Tbl MOHUMAETIIb,
KaK 3TO 3BYUYUT?

— Ilonumaro, — kuBHy!N Buktop. — Ho 310 nipasaa. A cono-
craBu fietanu. Mecra, JKepTBbl, ciocoOsl youiicT. Be€ cxomut-
cd. Kro-to He nmpocTo ykpas Mot pykonucs. Kto-To pemmn eé
ucnonauTh. Ilar 3a marom. CIOBHO CNIEKTAKJIb IO MOEMY Clie-
HapuIo.

— U 1hI XOUelb y3HaTh, KTO STOT CyMACIIIE I ?

— Xouy. W, BO3MOXHO, Thl MHE NIOMOXeEIlIb. Beap Tel enuH-
CTBEHHBIM, KTO 3HAJI O CYIIIECTBOBAHUM 3TOM pyKomnucH. U1, Bo3-
MOXHO, BUfieN e€ OoJbliie, YeM TOBOPUIIIb.

Apkaauii HaxMypuJics. B ero B3risiie rnossuiach oousa.

— Th1 MeHs B 4EM-TO OOBUHSIEIIL? — CIPOCHIT OH C XOJIOAI-
HOI UHTOHALIUEN.

— 4 HuKOro He OOBUHSIO, — MOCHENIN OTBETUTh BUKTOD.
— 41 mpocrto nbITalock MOHATH. Thl CKa3al, YTO BUIEN TOJIBKO
Havyasio. Ho ThI unTas 40CTaTouHO, 9TOOBI Ha3BaTh €€ «y4eOHH-
KOM JIs1 MaHbsika». YTO UMEHHO Thl TpounTa1? Thl HOMHUIIL
cozpepxxanuie? MoxeT, Tbl IlepecKka3biBal ero komy-to? Moxer,
TBI AeJ1aJT KOITHUU?

ApKajuil 1oJIro MOTJasI, KpyTs B naibiax ookai. [Tmamst ka-
MHHA OTOPAChIBAJIO HA €ro JIMIO IUISANIyIIUe TEeHH, jesas ero
4epTsl elne 6osee KECTKUMU U XUIITHBIMHU.

— XopoI110, — HaKOHeI] cKa3all oH. — $I pacckaxy TeOe BCE,
yTO 3HaK. Ho He 31ech. 31ech CIMIIKOM JIIOIHO.



— JlronHo? — BukTop 00BEN B3MIs110M TycTOM 3. — Kpo-
Me Hac TyT mapa 1 OapMeH.

— U Bcé xe, — Apkaauii IpUABUHYJICS ONVKE U TIOHU3HIT
rosioc. — Y creH ectb yiu. [loiiaém, y Mens ectb maiusa. [1o-
ropopuM taMm. Wiy, eme sydine, y MEHs €CTb JOMMK HEIOJaJIE-
Ky. [loegem Tyna, TaM HUKTO HE IOMENIAET.

BukTop 3akonebaics. Exath Kyga-to ¢ Apkajauem ObUIO pric-
KOBaHHO. Ecii oH KakuM-T0 00pa3oM npuyacTeH K MPOUCXO/si-
HIEMY, TO MOE3/IKa B YEAUHEHHBIN JOM MOXET 3aKOHUUTHCS TLI0-
x0. Ho, ¢ apyrou cTopoHsl, B TpakTUpe, 3aTEPSHHOM B INIYILH, OH
TOXE HEe YYBCTBOBaJI ceOs1 B 0€30MacCHOCTH. ApKaIuii, Ka3aaoch,
3aMETHJI €r0 COMHEHHUS.

— BuTs, 1 noHMMaio TBOK MapaHoillo, — CKa3asl OH, OTKU-
JBIBASICh HA CIUHKY cTy/1a. — Ho s1 He youiina. 4 ciuiikom crap
Y TPYC/IMB VISl TAKKX MOJBUTOB. $l BCEro JIMIIb JIUTEPATypPHBIA
areHT, KOTOPbIA XOUeT pa3o0paThbcs B 3TOM AepbMe. Eciu Tl MHE
HE JJOBepsielllb, MOXKEIb YUTH NpsAMO ceituac. 51 Te0s He AepiKy.

BuxkTop nocmotpern emy B 11a3a. B HUX He ObUIO JIKU, HO ObI-
JIa YCTJIOCTh U UTO-TO €IE, MMOX0Kee Ha 0OpedEHHOCTh. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, ApKaJuii OblJT €ro eIMHCTBEHHbIM COIO3HUKOM. EnuH-
CTBEHHBIM, KTO 3HaJI O pyKkonucu. Eciv oH oTKaxeTtcs OT ero no-
MOIIIH, TO OCTAHETCS OJIMH Ha OJIUH C OE3yMHUEM.

— Xopouo, — cornacuics Bukrop. — [loexamm. Tonbko ga-
Bail 0e3 CIOpITPU30B.

— Kakue yx TyT clopripusbl, — B3I0XHYJ ApKaaui, NOIHU-
MasCh U3-3a CTOJA.



OHu BbIIUIM U3 TpakTUpa. Joxkap HE yTUXal, HO CTal MEJb-
4Ye M NPOTUBHEE. APKaguM HApaBWICSA K MPUINAPKOBAHHOMY
HENnoJaIE€Ky TEMHO-CUHEMY CeJlaHy. BUKTOp nociie1oBasl 3a HUM,
YYBCTBY, KaK OPT(QEb OTTATMBAET PYKY,  BHYTPHU HETO, CJIOB-
HO XMBOE CYILIECTBO, BOpOUYaeTcs pykonucb. OHU cejii B Malllu-
Hy. B caslone nmaxJjo koxeu U apoMaTU3aToOpOM C 3allaxoM BHILI-
HU. ApKaauy 3aBENl JBUTATeNlb, U MalllMHA TUIABHO TPOHYJIACh,
Pa3OpbI3ruBast JTyKH.
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