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[TpoH3uTebHAS UCTOPHS O JTIOOBH, ThME 1 HaJIeXk/1e, POXKJIEHHAS Ha CThIKE TEMHOTO
(panTe3U U MosTMyHOM NMpUTYU. OH CEBEPHBIN CTPAHHUK C JIEASHBIM CEPILIEM,
yOMBaIOIINI YyIOBHII U Oerymuii oT camoro ceOs. OHa Ta, KTO MIPUXOIUT Ha
paccBeTe, Hecsl B ceOe XOJIO/ TOA3EMHBIX PeK U MaMsATh O MOTePSIHHOM cBeTte. VX
BCTpeua He cyJyaiiHa: IBe MCKaJieueHHbIe Ay, OOpeUYEHHbIE CJIUTHCS B OHY.
CKBO3b KpOBb M CMEPTh OHU UIYT K UCHEJIEHUIO Yepe3 CTpax, MOTepH, JIeTeCTKU
PO3 M KPUK AyIIK. DTO cara 0 TOM, 4TO JIaXxe IMocje caMoi TEMHON HOUM ObIBaeT
paccBeT, a ToOOBb CIIOCOOHA He TOJNBKO pa3pyllaTh, HO M BOCKpemaTh. Mctopus,
TMOJTHAsI TPO3HOUM KPACOThI, TUIIIMHBI U HAJISKAbI.
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Coaep:xanue

OHa siBWIach Ha paccBeTe.
Konen o3HakoMUTENBHOTO (PparMeHTa.
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Peka MEpTBBIX

Ona gBujach Ha paccBeTe.

Hpocxoanyna 6CCH_IYMHO, HC MOTPEBOXKUB BO31YyX4d, BIUIbLJIA B KOMHATY, 6y,I[TO TEHb MJIN
HaBa)XXJI€CHHUE, 1 €IUHCTBCHHBIM CBHUICTCIHCTBOM e€ IBUXEHUS OBLT IIEJIECT IIETKOBOMN COpOYKHU,
CKOJIb3UBIIIEH T10 TEIy. 1ot 3BYK — TOHbIIE B310Xa, TUIIC NNAACHUSA ITbUIMHKW — BBIACPHYJI OXOT-
HUKa U3 TATY4YEro HO)Iy336bITLH, B KOTOpPOM OH INIOKAYUBAJICHA, TOYHO YTOIUICHHUK B TEMHOM BOJIE,
SaCTpHBH_II/Iﬁ MEXYy WIUCTbIM JHOM U HYHHOﬁ ﬂOpO)KKOfI Ha NMOBEPXHOCTH.

On He menoxnyincs. [laxe npixanue He comnock. OHa moacTynmia OnMke, CTSAHY/A C IUIed
COPOUKY, KOJICHOM HEyBEpPEHHO KOCHY/ach Kpas joxa. OH cleans 3a Hell CKBO3b PECHMIIBI, OCTa-
BasICh HETIOJBIKHBIM, KaK XUIMHUK Tiepen OpockoM. OHa B300pajach Ha IOCTENb, OCEjaNa ero
O€n1pa, HaKJIOHWJIAaCh, OMUPASICh HA HAIIPSKEHHBIE PYKH, U €€ pacIlyIlieHHbIE BOJIOCHI Ma3HYJIH 10 €ro
auiy. Bosnockl naxim JhIMOM M HOJIbIHBIO. OHa HETEPIIEIMBO U BMECTE C TEM PEIIUTEIbHO KOCHYJIACh
rybamu ero Beka, CKYyJbl, yronaka pra. OH yabIOHYJICS — MeUIEHHO, €/1Ba 3aMETHO — M OepekHO
niepexBaTul e€ 3anscTbs. OHa BBITPSIMUJIACH, YCKOJIb3as, TOJCBEUYEHHAs [IEPBBIMU JTyYaMHU 3apH, pa3-
MBITasi B YTPEHHEM MapeBe, CJIOBHO BujieHre. OH IMOIbITaICA MPUTIOIHATHCS, HO OHA HaJaBUJIa JIaio-
HSIMH €My Ha TPy/ib, OCTAHABIIMBAsL, ¥ JIETKUM JBIKCHUEM OEnep 100MIach OTKIIMKA.

On orkykHyscs. Tereps OHa yxke He n30eraa ero JaloHel — OTKHHYJIA TOJIOBY, BCTPSIXHYJIA
Bostocamu. Koxka e€ Obliia XOJIOIHOM 1 HEBEPOSTHO IVIAKOM, KaK pevHas rajipka. [1a3a, Kotopsle oH
yBUJIEJ, KOI/1a OHA PUOIN3UIIA JIULIO, OKA3aJIUCh TEMHBIMU, O€3JOHHBIMU — KaK y YTOIJICHHULIBI.

PackauuBasce B TaKT, OH IIOI'PY3UJICA B IIOJIBIHHOE MOPE, 4 OHO BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCH, 3alllyMEJIO,
IIOIIJIO BOJIHAMM.

INo3xke pacckas3bIBaIM, YTO YEIOBEK ITOT MPUILEN C BOCTOKA, OT PhIOHBIX BopoT. I1I€n nemkom,
a HaBBIOUEHHYIO KOOBUTY BEN MO y3a1bl. Beuepesno, 1aBKu KOKEBHUKOB U TOPrOBLIEB COJIBIO YkKe
3anMpasiv CTaBHU, U YJIUIIA IycTesa. Bpulo Terio, HO Ha Iiedyax He3HaKoMLa Jieskasl TEMHBIN IU1aml.
OH cpazy 6pocajics B 1aza.

ITyTHUK ocTaHOBWIICS mepes KopuMol «['HWJIOH 3yO», MOCTOSI, BCIAYIIMBAsChb B TOMOH.
Kopuma, kak Bcerja B 3T0T yac, Obia 3a0UTa 10 OTKa3a.

Ho ne3nakomenr He BomEn. OH MOBEN JIOMIAAb Jajiblle, BHU3 0 YJIULE, K JAPYrol KOpume,
TIOMEHBIIIE ¥ TIOTHUIIIE, YTO 3Basiach «[ 1o/ IyKoii». 3/1ech ObUIO ITyCTO, U HE 3PSl — MECTO UMEJIO Iyp-
HYIO CJIaBy. XO35IMH OTOPBAJICS OT OOUKHU C KUCJIOW KaIyCTOM, OKUHYJI TOCTSI BHUMATEJILHBIM B3IJISI-
aom. Tot, He CHUMasI TUIAINA, CTOST Y CTOMKU — HETIOABHIKHO, MPSIMO, MOJTYA.

— Yero nmogartn?

— IluBa, — npousHEC uyxak. ['070C y Hero ObUT HU3KMIA, C X PUMTOTLION.

Kopumaps BeITep J1ai0HM O (papTyK U HALEAMI B IIEpOATYIO IIMHAHYIO KPYKKY.
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Hesnakomerr He ObUI cTap, HO BOJIOCH €r0 OT/ MBI nerioM. [ox ruiaiom yraasiBaiack moTep-
Tasl KokaHasi KypTKa cO IIHYpPOBKOW Ha rpyau U pykasax. Korzna oH oTKuMHYI nony, CTajao BUIHO: 32
CIIMHOM y Hero BUCUT Med. He To 4ToObI 3TO KOro-TO YAMBIISIO — B 9TUX KpasiX OpYy)XUe HOCHUIU
MIOYTH BCE, — HO HUKTO HE TAaCKaJl KJIIMHOK 3a CIIMHOM, OyATO Kocy WK apOaset. ['ocTb He cein, XOTs
CBOOOHBIX CTOJIOB XBaTasio. OH OCTaJICS y CTOMKH, pa3IiisiabBas KOpuMapsi C XOIOAHBIM UHTEPECOM.

—_— HY)KHa KOMHAaTa Ha HO4Yb, — CKa3alJl OH, OTXJIG6HYB IMBa.

— Hery, — OypKHYJI X031H, IIOKOCHUBILKCH Ha TPsA3HBIE CANOry mpuiensia. — Crymnaiite B
«[HUOM 3y0».

— ¢ OBI XOTEN OCTATHCA 31ECh.
— Ckazan xe — Hety. — Kopumaps yxe pa3zoOpan akieHT roctsi. CeBepsiHUH.
— 4 3anayy, — TMXO, IOYTU BUHOBATO MIPOM3HEC YyKaK.

Bort Toraa-To Bc€ u Hauanock. Bep3usia ¢ u3phITHIM OCIION JIIIOM, C CAMOTO MOSIBJICHUS UyXkKaKa
CBCpJII/IBH_II/Iﬁ €ro MYTHBIM B3ITIA0OM, INOJHAJICA U ABUHYJICA K CTOIKE. I[BOC €ro HpHHTeJIefI BCTaJIN
YyTh MOOJAJIb, OTPE3asi MyTb.

— Orox, ceBepHas mafajib? — PSABKHYJI Bep3ua, MOJACTyMas BILUIOTHYI0. — MecToB HeTy.
Ham TyT Takux He HaoOHO. DTO BaM He AUKHIA Jiec.

Hesnakomer B3su1 KpYKKY U OTOIBUHYJICA. [JIsIHYI Ha X03MHA, HO TOT OTBEN IJ1a3a. 3alyiiaTh
Yykaka OH He cooupascs. [la M KTO CTaHeT 3aCTyNaThCs 3a ceBepsiHIHA?

— Bce BHI TaMm, 32 MepeBaioM, — KOHOKPAIbl U AYIIETyObl, — MPOAOJIKAT ps00ii, OT KOTOPOTO
Pa3WIIO KUCIIBIM IMTUBOM U 3710001, — CIIBIIIUIIG, YTO TOBOPIO, A IAJTBIINK ?

— Jla OH He CIIBIIIUT. Y Hero I HaBO30M 3a0UThI, — OCKJIAOWIICS OIUH W3 TeX, YTO CTOSIN
no3au. Bropoit KOpOTKO XOXOTHYL.

— Ilnatu u BeIMeTaiics, — MPOLIENIT Bep3uJia.
Tosnbko Ternepb He3HAKOMEI MOHSLT Ha Hero IJ1asa.
— IuBo gommio.

— MBbI nomoxeM, — mipocurnen pss6oit. OH BBIIMO y Yykaka KPYKKY U OJHOBPEMEHHO BIIe-
MUJICS JIEBOM PYKOW eMy B IIJIeU0, a IPaBOM YXBAaTWJI 3a PeMeHb, HAUCKOCh TEpPeCceKaBIIUi TPy/Ib.
CrosiBiuil o3aay 3amMaxHyscs. Yykak KpyTaHyJcs Ha MecTe, yBJIeKasi Bep3uiny 3a coOoi. Meu ¢
THXVM IIIEJIECTOM BBIIIEN U3 HOKEH M KOPOTKO OJIECHYJT B CBeTe MacisHbIX JJami. Havanock. Kpuku.
I'poxoT onpoKMHYTOM JIaBKU. 3BOH IIMHSHOM Mocynbl. KTo-TO pBaHyncs K ABEpH, KTO-TO 3aropo-
auics croioM. Kopumaps — ryObl €ro TpsCIUCh — CMOTpeIT, Kak ps0ou, 3akumMasi pa3pyoieHHOe
JIMIIO, ME/ITIEHHO CTIOJI3aeT BHU3, LIETUISISICh MaJblIaMU 32 Kpail CTOMKH, OyATo ToHeT. [IBoe ero npusi-
TeJiel Jiexanu Ha nony. OavH He aBurascs. Bropoii cyunn Horamu, XxBatasi pToM BO3/yX, a 0] HUM
pacTtekasiacb TEMHas Jiy’ka. B Bo3yxe MoBUC TOHKUIL, CBEPISIILIMI BUCKU KeHCKUI KpUK. Kopumaps
BBIBEPHYJIO.
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He3nakomel1 OTCTYNuII K CTeHe, COOpaHHBIN, HACTOPOKEHHBIN. Med iepxail 00erMu pyKamu,
cJIerka nokadnsasi ocTpuéM. HUKTo He mieseswiics. Yikac, Kak X0JI0qHast Ipsa3b, 3aJIeMII JIMLA, CKO-
BaJl pyKH, 3aTKHYJI PTHI.

C rpoxoTom pacnaxHyjiach IBEpb, B KOPUMY BBUIUIUCH TPOE CTPAXKHUKOB. Buaumo, okazaimch
HETOJAJIEKY. YBUJIEB T€Ja, OHU TYT K€ BBIXBATUJIN KJIMHKHU.

— Bpocb meu! — BBIKpUKHYJ OfIMH, CpbIBasich Ha ¢asbler. — bpock, cBosous! [oiaéms ¢
Hamu!

Bropoii mHyn ckaMbio, MEIaBIIYI0 TIONONTH COOKY.
— beru 3a moapmu, Kpeic! — KpUKHYJT OH TOMY, 4TO CTOSUT Y ABEPU.
— He Hy)HO, — cKa3ajl He3HaKOMell, OITycKasi KJIMHOK. — $1 cam mouy.

— Iowipéin, norWaEIb, CYKUH ChIH, TOJILKO Ha apKaHe! — 3a0paJl TOT, y KOro CPbIBAJICS TOJIOC.
— Bpocaii meu, He To Oamky cHecy!

CesepsiHuH BeipaMuics. [lepexBaTtui Med 1of JIEBYIO PyKy, a IPaBOil — BBITSHYB €€ B CTO-
POHY CTpaku — HadepTaj B BO3[yXe CJIOXKHBIM 3HaK. Ha KojkaHbIX MaHkeTax, JOXOIUBIIUX EMY JO
JIOKTEH, BCTILIXHYJIU BBIIIUTBIE CEPEOPSTHONM HUTHIO PYHBI.

CTpaKHMKM OTILATHYJIMCh, 3aKpbIBas JULAa pykamu. KTo-To U3 noceruresner BCKOUMII, KTO-TO
OIPOMETBIO KMHYJICA K BbIXOAy. JKeHIlMHa CHOBA 3aBU3kKaJla — IIPOH3UTENILHO, HAIPBIBHO.

— 41 cam noity, — NOBTOPUJI UykaK, U TOJIOC €r0 IIPO3BEHE CTallblo. — A BbI TPOE — BIIE-
peau. [IpoBoguTe K HAMECTHUKY. § JOPOTHM HE 3HAIO.

— [Ha, rocnioauH, — MpoOOPMOTaIT CTPAXKHUK, OITYCTUB TOJIOBY, U, OOSI3IUBO O3UPAsICh, IBU-
HyJICSI K BhIXOy. OcTasbHble, IATSICH, BHIILM cieioM. HezHakomer] yOpast Med B HOKHBI, KHHIKAJT 32
TOJIEHUIIIE U IArHyJs 3a HUMU. Korzna oH mpoxoaui MUMO CTOJIOB, TOCTH TPUKPhIBAJIY JIMLA TTOJIAMU
KYPTOK.

Onu 11U CKBO3b MpOCHINaIuiics ropoa. Hebo Ha BOCTOKe yke HauBalIOCh TPEBOKHOM KeJl-
TU3HOM, HO YJIUIIBI eIE JIeKaJu B TyCToi cuHeBe. Carnoru cTpaXHUKOB TYJIKO OWIM TI0 OpycuaTtke,
a OXOTHHK CTYIaJI IOYTH OECIIIyMHO, CJIOBHO 3BEpb, KOTOPOTO BeJyT Ha 3aKJIAHWE, HO KOTOPBIH emié
HE pelIn — MOKOPUTHCS U PBAHYTh.

OH He cMoTpes o CTOpoHaM. 3anaxu yTPEHHEro ropojia — MOKPbI KaMeHb, IEYHOU JIbIM,
THUIOIHE 0TOPOCHl — OOCTYIAJU €ro, HO OH He 3aMevall. B ronose Bcé eme ryaesno 3Xo Tou, yTpeH-
HEW, ¢ MOJILIHHBIMU BoJiocamMu. E€ Koxka, xononHasi, Kak peuyHoi TymaH. E€ npixaHue Ha ero ryoax.
OH TpsIXHYJ TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI HABAKACHUE, U COCPEIOTOUMIICS HA My TH.

VY 1oMa HaMeCTHMKa — MPU3EMHUCTOTO, CJIOKEHHOTO U3 CEpOro KaMHs, C y3KUMU OKHaMU-00¥-
HUIIAMH — UX KJaJI. [[Boe CTpaXHUKOB y BXOJA CKPECTUIIN ajiedapibl, HO, Y3HAaB CBOMX, PACCTYITH-
JMch. BHYTpH MaxJyio ChIpoCThbIo ¥ BOCKOM. DaKestbl Ha CTeHAX YaJVJIi, OTOpachiBasl IUISIIYIIAE TEHH.
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— XKnu 3nech, — OpOCHIT OIMH U3 KOHBOMPOB, MCUe3asi 3a JBEPhIO.

OXOTHHUK OCTaJICSI CTOATh B TOJMyMpaKe, CKpeCTUB pyku Ha Tpyau. [Lmamy ero Obul BeE eme
MOKPBIM OT POCBI, ¥ C HETO KanaJlo Ha KAMEHHBIH 110J1 — TUXO, Pa3MEPEHHO, KaK yAaphbl cepalia.

JIBepb CKpuIHyJia. Bhllesn He CTpa)XHUK — JKEHILMHA.

OHa nosiBMIach M3 TEMHOTHI KOPUJOPA, KaK BHITUIBIBAIOT U3 TITyOUHBI BOJIOPOCIIH — MeJIJIeHHO,
HeyMouMoO. Bricokast, TuOKasi, B TEMHOM ILIaThe /IO M0JIa, C cepeOpsHOM MEeNOYKON Ha TOHKOH IIee.
Borocet e€ Ot cOOpaHBI B TYTOH y3€J1, HO HECKOJIBKO TPsijiel BHIOWJIUCH U TeTIeph KaCAJIUCh BUCKOB,
CJIOBHO HapucOBaHHBIe yIiiEM. OHa He CMOTpeJia Ha Hero — CMOTpeJsia CKBO3b, OYJITO ero 3/1eCh U He
obu10. Ho KOr/Ia eé ria3a HakoHell BCTPETHIIUCh C €r0, OXOTHHUK IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPH YTO-TO
000pBaAJIOCh — KOPOTKO, PEe3KO, Kak TETHBA.

Ona ObUIa TOM CaMO¥A.

He morna 6biTh, HO ObLTa. Te ke Oe3/10HHBIe, TEMHBIE, KaK OMYT, TJia3a. TOT ke U3JI0M OpOBeH.
ToT xe eaBa yJOBUMBIN 3amax — HET, He MOJIbIHb. YTO-TO Jpyroe. [IpIM U MOJBIHE — 3TO OBLIO
yrpoM. Celiyac maxJyio BOCKOM, CTapoy OyMaroi ¥ — OH FOTOB ObUT TIOKJISICTHCSI — XOJIOMHOM pOCOi
Ha TpaBe. OHa MpoIIIa MAMO, HEe YIOCTOMB €ro B3IJISZIOM, HO B IMOCJICJHUIA MUT — €/IBa 3aMETHO —
yrosniok e€ ryo nporayi. CioBHO oHa 3Haa. CIIOBHO IOMHMJIA.

OxoTHUK He TomeBeriIcs. ToMbKO cxkasl 3yObl TaK, YTO 3aHBUIO B YEITIOCTSIX.

— K HamecTHUKY, — BBIHBIPHYJI U3 IBEPU CTPaKHUK. — 7KUBO.

OH 1marHy;1 B KaOMHET, HO MBICJIA €r0 OCTAJIMCh B KOPUAOPE, PSIOM € 3TOH keHIUHO. C e€
XOJIOJIOM, KOTOPBIH OH yke OfIHaKbl 4yBcTBOBaJ. C e€ 3armaxom, KOTOPHIid He JOJKeH ObUT 3HATh.

HamecTtHuk cuaen 3a ;y00OBBIM CTOJIOM, 3aBajJIeHHBIM CBUTKaMu. [1ofHBIH, ¢ ceneroreit 6opo-
JIOM U LETIKUMHU [J1a3aMU, OH He TIPEJIOKUIT HU CECTh, HU BOAbL. TOJBKO OIJISIIEN TOCTS C TOJIOBBI /10

HOT', 3aICPKABIINCh HA PYKOATU ME€Ya, YTO TOpYaJia 1U3-3a Iieda.

— T'oBopAT, ThI Y1051 TpoUX B «I 1o IIyKO#», — MpOU3HEC OH Oe3 mpeaucioBuid. ['omoc ObuT
CYXOH, KaK OCEHHsIs1 JIUCTBA. — ITO Tak?

— OHM caMU HaITPOCHJTUCh, — OTBETUJI OXOTHUK POBHO.
— 9TO He OTBeT.
— D10 npaBja.

HamecTtHuk ycmexHyJics,, HO ycMellKa Bblllula KpUBOi. OH OTKUHYJICS B KPECIIe, CIIOKUB PyKU
Ha )KHBOTE.

— To1 oxotHEK. $1 cobiman o Takux. C ceBepa. Bel ymeere youBaTh 4yJOBUIIL.

— VYmero.
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— Torna y mens 1yist Te0s1 padora.

OxoTHUK Momyall. B3rsay ero Oimyxaait mo kKaOMHETY — I0 KHUATaM, 110 rodesieHam, 1o cepeo-
pAHOMY KyOKy Ha Kpalo CTojla, — HO Ha caMoM Jiesie oH Bc€ emeé Bujen e€. Ty, B kopunope. U 1y,
YTO TPHIILIA Ha PACCBETE.

— Pabora npocrasi, — MpoaoKal HAMECTHUK. — B moa3eMenbsix 1moji ropojioM 3aBenach
tBapb. Jlloqu nponanatoT. CHavasa OpoisAry, Terephb yxe U crpaxa. MHe HyXeH TOT, KTO CITyCTUTCS
Y He BEepHETCS Oe3yMHBIM.

— Tloyemy BbI peIIvIM, 4TO 51 He BEPHYCh Oe3yMHbIM?

HamecTHuK moxeBas ryoamu.

— A THI, 1 BUXY, yke O0e3yMeH, ceBepssHuH. — OH nomomnyan. — Ho B TBoéM Ge3ymun ectb
MOPSAA0K. DTO LIEHHO.

OxoTHUK HUYero He oTBeTW1. OH Aymall 0 APYroM: O TOM, YTO KEHIIMHA B KOPUAOPE HE CMOT-
pefa Ha Hero, HoO OH YYBCTBOBAJI €€ B3IVIsi Ha ceOe, Kak MpuKocHoBeHHe. O TOM, UTO OHa Oblia
XOJIOJIHA, KaK YTPEHHUI TyMaH, M TaK ke HeyJIOBUMA.

— 41 BO3bMYCh, — CKa3asl OH HakoHell. — Ho y MeHs ecTh ycioBue.

— Kakoe?

— CHauaJsa cKaxuTe, KTO Ta KEHIIMHA, YTO TOJIbKO YTO BBIIILIA OTCIOAA.

HamectHuk npuntypuics. B koMHare 1oBucia TUIIMHA — BsA3Kas, KaK CMOJIA.

— 3auem oHa Tebe?

— IIpocro orBersTeE.

HamecTHHK ycMexHyJIcs CHOBA, Ha 3TOT pa3 3JIee.

— DT0 MOs1 J0Yb, — MPOU3HEC OH MeJ|IeHHO. — M OHa He Mpo TBOIO YeCThb, CEBEPSHUH. 3aHU-
Maricd TeM, 3a 410 TeOe IUIaTAT.

OXOTHUK KWBHYJI, HO BHYTPU Y HEero BCE cxanock. Jloub HaMEeCTHHKA. 3HAYUT, OHA He ObUIa
BuaenueM. OHa Obla Hactoser. M oHa maxJia pocoi, a He moJbiHbo. Ho ria3a — ria3a Obut Te xe.

OH BbILIIEN U3 KaOMHETA, U B KOPUI0pe CHOBA BeTpeTl e€. OHa CTosiIa y OKHa, MOJICTABUB JIMLIO
HIEPBBIM JIy4aM, ¥ Ka3aJloCh, YTO CBET IIPOXOIUT CKBO3b HEE, Jeilas €€ MPO3pauyHOi, HepeaIbHOM.

— BBl OXOTHHUK, — TIPOU3HECTIAa OHa, He 000pauYMBasich. ['00C ObLT TUXUIA, HO MPO3BYYAIT KaK
yZlap KOJIOKOJIA.

— Jla.



C. IarpymeB. «Pexa MEPTBBIX»

— T'oBOpAT, BB yOMBaeTe TeX, KOro He MOHUMaeTe.
OH nofomeén omxe — MeJUIeHHO, OCTOPOXKHO, KaK K IMKOMY 3Bepto. OCTaHOBUIICS B IIare.
— 41 ybuBaio Tex, KTo yOMBaeT Apyrux.

Omna noBepHynach. Tenepb €€ 171a3a CMOTPENM NPSIMO B €r0, 1 OXOTHUK CHOBA ITOYYBCTBOBAJ
3TO — JIEISIHOE I1J1aMsl, TPOH3AI0IIEe TPY/b.

— A eciu TBaphb B MOJ3EMeNIbe MPOCTO XOUeT JII0OBNU?

OH He Haméncst ¢ orBetoM. OHa YIIBIOHYJIaCh — TMEYaIbHO U CTPAHHO — M, TIOA00paB Moo,
TOIIIJIa TIPOYb, OCTABUB TOCJIE ce0s1 TOJBKO 3arax XOJIOMHOW POCHI M 9TO HEBO3MOXHOE «JTIOOBU»,
TMOBHUCIIIEE B BO3yXe, KaK OOeIaHue.

OXOTHUK JI0JITO CTOSUT y OKHa, TJISis1 Ha TTPOCHINAIONIUIACS TOPO/l, U YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK B CEepIIIe,
JaBHO MPHBBIKIIIEM K MEPTBOW THIIIUHE, YTO-TO MEJJIEHHO, O0JIe3HEHHO MPOpacTaer.

Toil HOYBIO OH CIYCTHJICSI B MIOJ3EMEJIbE, HO MPEXk/IE — JOJIr0 HE MOI' YCHYTh, BOPOYAsCh Ha
KECTKOU KOMKe, U Mepejl I1a3aMu CTosiia oHa. Ta, 4To mpuiinia Ha pacceete. Ta, 4To BCTpeTUsiach B
kopunope. Ternepb OH 3HaJ: 3TO ObLJIa O/IHA U Ta K€ KeHIMHA. 1 oHa He Oblia Yel0BEKOM.

Ho on Bcé paBHo nomién. [Toromy uto qomkeH 0bul. M TOTOMY UTO T/ie-To TTyOO0KO, MO CII0eM
IbIJIX 1 KPOBH, OH XOTEJI CHOBA YBUIETH ec — Jaxe €CJIM OJidd 3TOro HpI/IIIéTCH CITYCTUTBCA BO TbMY.

On CITyCKaJICA B ITOA3EMEJILE OAVH.

dakeJ1, 4TO BbIIAJ €My TIOPEMHBIN MIPUCTAB, FOpPeJl HEPOBHO — TO BCIIBIXMBAJ, TO IMOYTH yra-
caJi, CJIOBHO MCITYTaHHBIH, TPENENIyINi OT KaKIO0ro CKBO3HsIKA, OyATO caMo Ijiamsl He XOTeJlo clie-
JIOBaTh 32 HUM B 3Ty THWIYIO, IPOKOPJIMBYIO TEMHOTY.

CTtyneHu yxoouiu BHU3, B MOKPYIO, TUIOTHYIO, KaK 3arycTeBlasi KpOBb, MIUTY, M KaKIbIH I1ar
OTJABAICS B KAMEHHBIX CTEHaX IIIyXHM, OOJI€3HEHHBIM 3XOM, OyITO cama 3eMJIsl He XOTelsa BITyC-
KaTb ero, OyJTo IpeBHUE KaMHH IIOMHIIM BCE, YTO CIIy4asIoCh 3/1€Ch IIPEsK/IE, U TeTepb COAPOraItCh,
MpeAuyBCTBYS HOBYIO Oemy. [1axio MOKpBIM M3BECTHSIKOM, 3aCTOSION BOJOM, PiKABYMHOM, TIIEHOM,
Y 4eM-TO eII€ — CJIaJJKOBAThIM, TOIITHOTBOPHBIM, TPUTOPHO-TIPSIHBIM, KaK B KOMHATe MOKOWHHKA,
YTO IPOJIEKAJT He OJMH JIeHb, KaK B 3a0pOIIEHHOM XpaMme, I7ie JaBHO He BO3HOCHJIM MOJIUTB, HO I/ie
eIlE KUJIa MaMATh O KEPTBax.

OxotHuk mén He crierma. OH He MO3BOJIST cebe TOPOITUTHLCS, MOTOMY YTO 3HAJI: CIIEIIKa 37eCh
— BEpHasi CMepTh, a MOXKET, U HeuTo xyuiee. [Tnai oH ocTaBui HaBepxy, KypTKY pacCTerHyi, YTOObI
HE CKOBBIBAJIA JIBWKEHWI. Meu MOKOWICS B HOXHAX, HO JIAIOHb JieKala Ha PYKOSITH, a OOJIBIION
TaJiel] MalllMHAJIBHO OIVIa)KMBAJI XOJIOHOE HaBepIIME — 3TOT JKECT JaBHO CTaJl €0 BTOPOM HATypOid,
YeM-TO BpOJIe MOJIUTBBI, B KOTOPYIO OH caM He Bepuil. OH He Oosiicsl.

On JaBHO OTYYHMJI ce0sI OT 3TOro YYyBCTBA — BBITPABHJI €TI0 U3 C€6H, KaK BBITPABJIMBAIOT COPHYIO
TpPaBy C TOJIsI, KaK BBDKHTAIOT 3apa3y M3 paHbl KaIEHbIM xkesie3oM. Ho rae-to non pédpamu, riryooko
Y HaBSI3YMBO, MYJILCMPOBAJIA TPEBOT'a — HE OT TEMHOTHI, He OT OJIM3KOM OMACHOCTH, HE OT TOTO, YTO
OH MOT 3/Iecb yMepeTb. OT HeE.
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E€ nMs OH Tak u He y3HaJL

HamecTHHK He COM3BOJIMII HA3BaTh €r0, a CTPAXKHUKKM OTBOAWIIU I71a3a, CTOUJIO TOJIBKO CIIPO-
cutb. OHM CMOTpENU B CTOPOHY, MIEPEMUHAIIMCH C HOTY HAa HOT'Y, KallUIsUIM B KYJIaK, U B UX IJla3ax
OXOTHHK BHJEJ HE TIPOCTO CTPaX — a CYEBEPHBIH, JIMITKUM, IETCKUI ykKac, KaKoi ObIBaeT y JIofIeH,
CTOJIKHYBILIMXCSI C YEM-TO, YTO HE YKJIA[IbIBAETCS B IPUBBIUHBIC MPECTaBIeHus 0 Mupe. Bynro 6os-
JIMCh, YTO OIHO JIMIIb MPOM3HECEHHOE BCIYX MMl HaKIM4eT Oey, OyITo 3BYK, COpBaBIIMICA ¢ TYO,
MOT TTPOCOYHUTHLCS CKBO3b KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI U Pa3OyAUTh TO, YTO CHAJIO BHUBY.

N BcE ke OXOTHUK YyBCTBOBAJI: OHA 3HaJIa, 4TO OH MOMET. Knana. Moxker, crosuia ceiyac
r7e-TO HaBepXy, Y OKHA, M Ha JIyHYy, KOTopas cepeOpuiia MOCTOBYIO, M lyMajia O HEM TakK ke
HEOTCTYITHO, KaK OH O Hel. A MOXeT, CTOsIla BHU3Y, B CAMOU ITyOWHE, U yibi0aslach B TEMHOTY,
YYBCTBYSI K&XK/I0€ COTPSICEHUE CTYIEHEH IO €ro carioramu.

[Tonzemenbe pacmmpuioch B CBoAYaThiil 3aj1. KaMeHHbIE KOJOHHBI, TOKPBITHIE BbEBILIEHCS
CBIPOCTBIO, TIOANMPAJIH ITOTOJIOK, C KOTOPOTO CBUCAJIH JITTMHHBIE, Oypble OT BJIard KOPHU — IIyTajiblia
CIISIIIIETO TOPOAA, BEHbI, IO KOTOPHIM TEKJIA HE BOJA, a caMa MaMsATh 3eMJIM, TEMHas, Kak IEroth, U
Takasl JKe ropbKasi.

B yriax meBenmiack ThMa — He Ta, 9TO OTOPACHIBAIOT ITPeMETHI ITpH cBeTe akea, a ipyras,
KUBasi, BHUMAaTe IbHAs, HaOmonaoas. ThimiHa 37ech OblIa He MyCTON — OHA OblIa HANIOJTHEHHOM,
IILIIHaHIefI, KakK prIII) CITAmIero 3B€pﬂ, OHa UMeJia BEC U TIJIOTHOCTh, U OXOTHUK (bH3PI‘{CCKPI omyman,
KaK OHa JaBUT Ha IIJIEYU, HAa 3aTbIJIOK, Ha prIIL.

OH ocranoBwicst mocpeau 3ana. Orsigencs. ['ne-To kanaia Boga — pa3MepeHHO, HEYMOJIMMO,
KaK XOJ] YaCOB, OTCUMTHIBAIOIINX TIOCJICTHIEe MUHYTHI Ybei-TO KU3HU. BO3MOKHO, €ro COOCTBEHHOM.

— 4 npumién, — cka3ain oH B TeMHOTY. ['0Jioc mpo3Byyar riyxo, 6e3 3xa, Oy/ITo CTeHbI TIOTJIO-
THJIH €10, Oy/ATO CaMO MTPOCTPAHCTBO 37€Ch OBUIO YCTPOSHO MHAYE, YeM HaBEPXY, M 3BYK HE OTpasKaJIcCs
OT KaMH#, a yBA3&I B HEM, KaKk MyXa B [IAyTHHE.

Tbema He orBeTwiia. Ho Bo3nyx usmenwics. Ctan MjoTHee, Bsizue, Kak Iepe]] rpo3ou, Kak B
npeaiBepur Oypu, KOTOpasi HUKOTAa He pa3pa3uTcs, HO Beeryia OyJeT BUCETh Ha caMoM Kpaio. Paken
3arpeneTa, 3alluIel, U riams MOTSHYJIOCh B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO yKa3blBasi MyTh — B Y3KUM MTPOXO]I,
3USIOIIMI Y€PHOU nacThio. OHO U3BUBAJIOCH, KaK 3Mesl, KaK SI3bIK CBEUM HA CKBO3HSKE, U OXOTHUK
yBUJEJ, KaK TEHU Ha CTeHaX IMPUIIUIA B JBMKCHUE, XOTs He ObUIO HHM BeTpa, HA MHOTO MCTOYHUKA
IBUXKEHUS.

OH 1o1Ién.

Teneps oH cTynas no Bojae. MeyieHHOH, JIeIsTHON, OHAa TIOJIHUMAJIach €My IO IIUKOJIOTKY, U
KaJK/IBIH IT1ar OT3bIBAJICS THXMM BCIUIECKOM, Pa3JIeTaBIIIMMCS B TEeMHOTE, Kak mEnot. Bona Obiia uép-
HOM, KaK JIEroTh, KaKk YepHUJIA, KaK caMa HOYb, CTYCTHBILASCS 1O KHUIKOTO cOCTOsTHUA. OHa 00XKU-
rajia XoJI0/I0M CKBO3b KOXY Carlor, 1 OXOTHUK YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CTHIHYT MaJIblibl, KAK HEMEIOT UKPBI.

CTeHbl Cy3UIHUCh, U BCKOPE OH KacaJiCsl UX IUIeYaMU — KaMeHb ObUT BJIQKHBIM, CKOJIb3KUM,
XOJIOAHBIM, KaK KOxka MepTBeria. [Ipoxoa netisii, omyckasics BCE HUke, U3BUBAJICS, KaK KUIIIKA HEBe-
JOMOTO Yy[OBHIIA, TOKA HE 000PBAJICS Y YEPHOTO MPOBAIA, M3 KOTOPOTO TSIHYJIO CKBO3HSIKOM — HET,
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He CKBO3HSKOM. [[pixanreM. POBHBIM, ITyOOKNM, JieAssHbiM. OHO Kacajioch ero JIMiia, Kak He3pumasi
JIaJJOHb, KaK MPUKOCHOBEHHE T'y0, KOTOPHIX HE BUIHO, M1 OXOTHUK 3aMep, Y3HaB 3TOT XOJIOI.

Takoii e Obl1 y He€ Ha Koke. Takoil xe ObUT B €€ Torenye.

OH BCcoMHMJI TO YTpO. PaccBeT ToNIbKO 3aHMMAJICS, M TYMaH CT/1aJICsl HaJl MOCTOBOM, KakK JIbIXa-
HUe crsiiero ropoga. OHa crosla y OKHa, 0ocasi, B 9TOM ke TEMHOM IUlaThe, U CMOTpesa Ha Hero
TakK, CJIOBHO MpoIlaiach HaBcerda. Toraa oH momymaln, 4To 3TO eMy MOKa3ajioch. UTo 3TO mpocto
Urpa CBeTa, yCTaJlocTh, YTO-TO €IlE. A Terepb 3HAJI: OHA AEUCTBUTEIIBHO Mpoiaiack. Y oH, riyrer,
HE TIOHSII.

— 41 3Han, yTO Haiay Teds 3/1ech, — CKa3al OH, U Ha TOT pa3 X0 BEPHYIOCh — MHOXe-
CTBOM I'0JIOCOB, CJIMBIIMXCSI B OJINH, HACMEIILJIMBBIN 1 JJACKOBBIN OTHOBpeMeHHO. OHO OKPYKUJIO €ro,
BITOJI3JIO B YIIIH, KaK Jie[siHasI BOJIA, KaK IIEMOT, KOTOPBI HEBO3MOXKHO Pa300parh, HO KOTOPBIN HEBO3-
MOXHO ¥ UTHOPUPOBATh.

— TwI He 3HaI, — OTBETHJIA ThMa €€ ToJI0cCOM. — ThI XOTeJl.

Omna BbIIIUIa U3 MTPOBaJA, CIOBHO MOAHSIACh U3 Boabl. CJIOBHO cama yepHoTa obpena dhopmy,
CTYCTMJIaCh B KE€HCKHMI CHIIY3T, M 3TOT CHJIYST ILArHys1 K Hemy. bocasi, B TOM ke TEMHOM IUIaThe,
4TO OBUIO HAa HEW B KOPHUIOPE, HO TENeph OHO JIUIUIO K TeNy, MOKPOE, TSKENOe, OuepunBasi KaxIyo
JIMHUIO, KaKABIA M3ru0. BOJOCH paciyIieHbl, ¥ ¢ HUX CTEKaJIM Karuii, pa30uBasch 0 YEPHYIO BOAY,
¥ 3BYK 3THX Karlesib ObUI TOXOXK Ha JalEKKe 11ary, Ha OUeHue cepla, Ha IOCyIe/IHIe CJIOBa, KOTOpble
HE yCIIeJIU CKa3aTb.

OHa nuia K HeMy MeJIEHHO, He OTpbIBasl B3IVIsA[A, U IJla3a €€ CBETUIMCh B TEMHOTE — HE
OTPakEHHBIM CBETOM, a CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM, ITyOOKUM, TIOTYCTOPOHHMM. B 3THX Ia3ax He ObLIO
3pavykoOB — TOJIBKO JIBE OE3/IOHHBIC BOPOHKH, 3aTATHBAIONINE B CeOsl, U OXOTHHK MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
€ro TSHET K Hel, Kak TOHET B Hel, KaKk pacTBOPSIETCS B 9TOM B3IJIsIfE.

— Tol npumen youts MeHs1? — CIpOCHIa OHA, OCTAHOBUBILIKCH B IIIare.

On He otBetwi. CMOTpeNT Ha He€, U B TPYIM Y HErO POCyIO TO, OT Yero OH TaK JOJTO Oekall.
Uro yousan B ceOe, yXois B Jieca M Tonu. YTo BBIKHrall, Kak 3apa3y. I Bor — He cMmor. Bcé, uro
OH JIeJIaJl, BCE 3TH rOJIbl CKUTAHUM, BCE 3TH OO, BCe ITH OECCOHHBIE HOYM TOJ] OTKPHITHIM HEOOM —
BCE OBUIO JIMIIIb MOTMBITKOW YOeXkaTh OT caMoro ceOsi, OT 3TOM MyCTOThI, KOTOPYIO MOIJIa 3arlOJIHUTh
TOJIKO OHA. OH MOHSJ 9TO cefuac, CTOS 0 KOJIEHO B JIEAAHON BOIE, B MTOA3EMENILE, IIe HE ObLIO HU
BpEMEeHU, HU HaJICK/IbL.

— ThI He cMOKellTb, — TIPOIIENTaNIa OHa, U TyObI e€ IporHymu. — Thl yke MOIA.

OH mor. OH fomxkeH Obi1. Ero pyka niexaina Ha pykostT. OJTHO IBUKEHHE — M KJIMHOK BCTIOPET
THUIIMHY, 000pBaB BCE pa3oM: U €€, M 3TOT MOPOK, U ITY CIIa/IKyIo 0ok o péopamu. OH youBa 3a
menbiee. OH youBai 3a ropaszio MeHbliiee. Ho ceityac pyka He noqHumasack. [asblipl, CXMMaBIIe
PYKOSITh, pa3KaJIkCh, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YXOIUT U3 HETO KaKasi-TO CHJIa — HO He Ta, YTO Hy)KHa

s 6051, a Ta, YTO HYXKHA, YTOOBI TPOJOJIKATH IIPUTBOPATHCS, OYATO OH MOXET JKUTh Oe3 Hee.

BwmecTto 3TOro oH NogHsII pyKy M KOCHYJICS €€ JIMIIA.
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Ona Oputa xonogno. Kak Torma, Ha paccere. Kak Boma, 4yTo mogHMMamnach Bcé Bbimre. Kak
niepBast v MOCJIeAHsS] HOUb, KOTOPOW HE TOMKHO ObLIO ObITh. XOJIO/ 3TOT ObLT HE MEPTBBIM, HE JIe/isi-
HBIM, 2 KAKMM-TO MOTYCTOPOHHHMM, KaK Yy KaMHs, IPOJIeXkaBIIEro BeKa Ha JIHE PeKU, KaK y 3BE31,
KOTOpbIE CBETSAT, HO He rpefoT. U B TO ke Bpems B 9TOM X0J10/ie ObLJIO YTO-TO JKMBOE, TpETelrylee,
KaK I1aMs1, KOTOPOE TOPUT, HO HE CHKUTaeT.

— Kro0 TB1? — cnipocuit oH XpUILIO.

— TBos nmoru6enb, — OTBETUJIA OHA MPOCTO, U YJIBIOHYJIACh, U B 3TOH YJBIOKE OBUIO CTOJIBKO
TOCKH, YTO Y HEro mnepexBaTuiio ropno. Tak ymeioaioTcst Te, KTO yke He JKIET CraceHusi, HO e
HajieeTcst Ha 9y/o. Tak ympidaioTcst Te, KTO BU/IeN CJMIIKOM MHOTO, HO BCE elIi€ TOMHUT, KaKUM OBbLT
CBeT.

OH nputsHy” e€ k cede. Pe3ko, rpy0o, Kak Aepxkar majaiomero ¢ 00psiBa, Kak XBaraioT TOTo,
Koro Gositcs motepsiTh HaBcerna. OHa He BOCIPOTUBWIIACH — IOJIAJIaCh HABCTpedy, 0OXBaTUIIA €ro
IICI0 JIeAsTHBIMUA PYKaMH, MPHXKaJach BCEM TEJIOM, U ThMa BOKPYI HHMX COMKHYJIACh, 3allleNTaa,
3aCTOHAJIa THICSYEl TOJIOCOB. DTH rosioca ObUIM MOBCIOY — B CTEHAX, B BOJIE, B BO3/IyXe, B €ro co0-
CTBEHHO# royioBe. OHU IIENTATN O JIOOBU U O CMEPTH, O BEYHOCTU U O TJIEHE, O TOM, 4TO OBbLIO U
4ero He Oy/IeT HUKOTJa, U OXOTHHK He MOT pa3o0parh, Ijie 3aKaHYMBAIOTCS €€ CJI0Ba U HAUMHAIOTCS
ero cCOOCTBEHHBIE MBICITH.

— $1 He Mory yiTH, — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA eMy B I'yObl. — $I mpuBs3aHa k aromy Mecty. K non-
3emenibio. K ropony. K tenu, uro nutaercss MHOM. I — 4JacTh 3TOHM ThMBI, 51 — €€ roioc, e€ riasa, eé
pyku. 1 He MOTY HOKMHYTh 3TH CT€HbI, HE MOTY BBITH Ha CBET, HE MOTY YMEPETh, KaK YMUPAIOT JIIOIH.

— Torpa g ocraHycbh.
— Tor ympéns.
— IIycrs.

Oma 3amMepria, OTCTPaHUIIACh, BIJIBIBASICh B €TI0 JIUIIO TaK, CJIOBHO BUJIE/A BIIEpBbIe. B TEMHBIX
r1a3zax OJIECHYJIO YTO-TO — HE TO CJIE3bI, He TO OTOJECK JAJIEKOro, yKe HeCyIIeCTBYIOIIEro CBeTa.
10 OBLIO TAK HEOKHMIAHHO, TAK TO-YEJIOBEUYECKH, YTO OXOTHHUK B3/porHyia. OH BUIET B e€ r1a3ax
He Oe3[Hy, He TbMY, a OTpaXeHHe ceOsi CaMOro — yCTaJioro, M3HOMIEHHOTO, HO eIé )KHUBOTO, CIé
CIIOCOOHOTO Ha YTO-TO, KPOME HEHABUCTH U OOsl.

— TbI IIynBIiA, CEBEPHBII OXOTHUK, — IIPOrOBOPUJIA OHA TUXO. — [JTymblii, ClIaBHBIN, MOM.

W nouenosana ero. B 3toT pa3 — no-HacrosmeMy. He kak yTpeHHMI IPU3paK, MPUILIEIIIANA
u3 TymaHa. He kak urpa, He Kak oOMaH, He Kak MOPOK, TPU3BAaHHBIN COMTH €r0 C MyTU. A KaK JKeH-
IIMHA, KOTOpast CIIMIIKOM J0iro skjaaa. Iouemyit OblT JeAsTHBIM U OOXKUTAIOIIMM OJHOBPEMEHHO, U
OH TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro cepile — CTapoe, M3HOLIEHHOE, 3aJIaTAHHOE — CKUMAETCs U PBETCH, U
YTO-TO B HEM JIoMaeTcsl 6e3B03BpaTHO. DTO ObUI KOHEI M HaYaJI0 OJHOBPEMEHHO, CMEPTh U POXKIe-
HUE, IaACHUEC B 663)1Hy U B3JIET K BEPHIMHE, U OXOTHUK HE MOT" ITIOHATD, IIC OAHO MEPEXOIUT B IPYTOEC,
Ia ¥ He XoTes noHuMartb. OH IPOCTO OTJAJICS STOMY UYBCTBY, ITO3BOJIMJI €My MOIJIOTUTH ceOs, Kak
BOJIa MOIVIONIAET KaMEeHb, OPOIIEHHBIN B OMYT.
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Bona IIOOHAJIACh BBIIIIC. WNmm 10 oH OITYCTUJICS HHIKE. Tema 061;;1}13 nx, U B HEW OHU CTajd
OJIHUM — JIByMsI TeJlaMH, CIIETEHHBIMU B XOJIOMHOM, OOJIE3HEHHOM, HEBO3MOKHOM 00bsiTHH. OHa
IIeNTaNa eMy 4TO-TO Ha HEBEJJOMOM sI3bIKe, U OH HE TIOHUMAJI CJIOB, HO IOHUMAJ CMBIC]I, TOHUMAJ
cep/ieM, HyTpOM, TOM YacThiO JIyIlK, O KOTOPO He 3HaJ PaHbIIIe.

On YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €0 IMOKHUIACT TCIJIO, KaK XOJIOH ITPOHUKAET B KOCTHU, B KPOBb, B CAMYIO
CyTb, HO eMy ObLIO Bc€ paBHO. OH ObUT TaMm, rae xotea ObiTh. C TOM, KOro MCKal BCIO XKU3Hb, CaM
TOTO He 3Hasl.

I'me-To ganexko HaBepxy, B MPOCHIIAIOIIEMCS FOPOJIe, Yachkl IPOOUIIM HeuTo HeBHATHOe. Hacry-
aJI0 YTPO, U TOPOJ, CTPSIXUBAJI C ceOs1 OCTATKK CHA, M JIOJY BHIXOIWIIM HA YJIUIIbI, HE 3Hasl, HE Beaas,
YTO TBOPUTCS y HUX 1o Horamu. Ho 3z1eck, mon 3emii€i, Bpemenu He Obuto. Boutn Tonbko onu. U
9Ta TsOKENast, KaK MOTHJIbHAS TUINTA, ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO HEBBIHOCUMO JKUBAS JIIOOOBb.

OH He 3HaJ1, CKOJIBKO MPOIILJIO0 BpeMEHH — MUHYTBI, Y4achl, BeKa. BpeMst 371ech ObLIIO TAKMM Ke
3BIOKMM, KaK CBET ero joropaiomiero ¢axenaa. OH aepxal e€, a OHa Jepkalia ero, i ThMa BOKPYT HUX
OblJIa HE BparoM, a KoJbIOebio, He MOTWIION, a JoMoM. M B 3TOM jiome, rjie He ObUTO HU CTEH, HU
ITOTOJIKA, HU TI0JIa, OHM OBLTH OJHA — U BMECTE.

Korma oH ouHysicss — ecii 310 ObUI0 Mpo0yxaeHue, — e€ He Obu10. TONMbKO BOAa BOKPYT HETO,
IO TPYb, YEPHAS U CIIOKOWHAS, Kak oMyT. VI TOHKMI1 3anax MoJIbIHM, TIOBUCIINKI B BO3Ayxe. [ ie-1o B
TEMHOTE elI€ 3By4asio 3X0 e€ AbIXaHHs, WM eMy 3TO TOJIbKO Ka3asiock. Pake AaBHO rorac, HO ThMa
Oonpliie He myrajna ero. OHa cTaja 3HAKOMOM, TIOUTH POJHOM, KaK cTapas paHa, KoTopasi OOJIUT, HO
yke He IPUYMHSET CTpalaHUN.

— BosBparnaiicst HaBepx, OXOTHHK, — pa3fajics e€ rojoc U3 TEMHOTHI, MATKHNA, KaK MaJieHre
ycra. — Bo3Bpaiaiicst 1 MoOMHH.

OH 3aKkpbUI J1a32.
Ho yxonuts He crail.

[Torom, crycTs rogpl, KTO-TO U3 CTPAXKHUKOB KJISUICS, YTO BUJEJ B MOJ3EMEIIbE JABOMX: OXOT-
HHKa C CeJIbIMU BOJIOCAMH U KEHIIMHY B MOKPOM Iu1athe. OHU LM 1O YEPHOU BOjIe pyKa 00 PyKY,
He pasroBapuBasi. 1 He ObUIO B HUX HMYETO OT XUBHIX. M He ObIJIO B HUX HUYEro OT MEPTBHIX. OHU
ObLIA YeM-TO TPEThbUM, YeM-TO, YTO HE UMEET Ha3BaHWs M He MOMIaETcs onucanuio. OHU HEe CMOT-
peM 10 CTOPOHAM, HE OT3BIBAIUCh HA OKPUKHM, HE 3aMevasld HU (DaKesloB, HU Meueil, HU KPECTOB.
OHM TIPOCTO 1ITM — MEAJIEHHO, HEOTBPATUMO, KaK cama cyip0a, — 1 BOjIa TIOJ] MX HOTaMH He pac-
XOUJIach Kpyramu.

Nx Bunenn u B apyrux mecrax. Ha crapom mocty, rie TymaH Mo yTpam CITyCKaeTcst ¢ rop.
B 3abporieHHOI YacoBHe, Tjie JaBHO He CIbImaid MOauTB. Ha Gepery pekw, riae Boga uépHas, Kak
JErOTh, U XOJIO/IHAS, Kak e€ mornenyi. M kaxapiil, KTO BCTpedall uX, pacCKas3bIBal OJHO U TO Ke: OHU
[IUTK PSIJIOM, HE TOBOPsI HU CJIOBA, M CMOTPENIM TOJIBKO APYT Ha JIpyra, ¥ He ObLJIO B HUX HUYEro OT
TeX, KOrO Mbl Ha3bIBAEM KMBBIMH, ¥ HE ObLJIO HIUETO OT TeX, KOrO Mbl Ha3bIBaeM MEPTBBHIMH.

A HaBepxy, B KaOMHEeTe HAMECTHUKA, Ha CTOJIE JIe)Kayla HUKeM He TPOHYyTasl, HO BAPYT OCHITIaB-
I1as1Cs1 B Mpax CTapUHHASA revars. M maxJjio ot He€ MoJbIHbIO M ChIpoi 3eMuiéid. U ckombKo e€ Hu coOu-
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PaJv, CKOJIBKO HU TIBITAIMCH CKJIEUTh, OHA PACCHINIANIACh CHOBA, KaK OyATO caMO BpeMsl OTKa3aJloCh
OT He€, Kak Oy/ATO OHa IPUHAJIeKATIA yKe HE STOMY MHUPY.

A emé roBopsT, 4TO MO HOYaM B MOA3EMeNbe CIBIIEH IENOT. [IBa ronoca, CIMBAIONIMECS B
omuH. OHM TOBOPAT O YEM-TO, HO CJIOB He pa3oOparh. U Jydilie He MBITaThCs UX Pa3o0paTh, IOTOMY
YTO TOT, KTO YCJIBIIIAT U MIOUMET, YK€ HUKOTJA HE CMOXKET JKHUTh Kak rpexae. OH OyIeT XOAuTh 1o
ynuIaMm, paboTarh, pa3roBaprBaTh C JIIOIBMU, HO MBICTIH €ro OyIyT TaMm, BHU3Y, B TEMHOTE, I7Ie IBOE
UIYT pyKa 00 pyKy Mo 4€pHOi BoJe.

Ora uctopus He 0 uyaoBuie. OHA O TOM, KaK JIIOOOBb CTAHOBUTCS OE3THOM, U O TOM, KTO
pemw B He€ marHyTh. Ml 0 ToM, U4TO MHOT/Ia CTIACEHHE — 3TO He CBET, 2 TOTOBHOCTh YTOHYTh BMECTE.

OH ocrascs.

He noromy, uro He mor yiitu. He notomy, 4To ThMa jiepikaja ero, BLEMUBIINCH B JIOABIKKU
HEeBUIMMBbIMH pykamu. He nmotomy, 4to noazemernbe He Bbltyckano. OHO, HAOOOPOT, ABIIIAJIO EMY B
CIIMHY, MOATATKABAJIO K BHIXOY, HAIENThIBaJIO: «CTymnai, moka xus». Ho on He nunysics. Ctos o
Ipydb B YEPHOM BOJE, M BOJA 3T ObUIa TETUION, KaK CJIE3bI, U TSKENOMW, Kak BUHA. Pakesn JaBHO yrac
— He 3allluMel1, He 3abIMIJI, IIPOCTO HePecTall ropeTh, OYATO CaM MCITyTajcs TOro, YTo 3[eCh Mpo-
M30IIUI0. A OXOTHHK BCE CTOSUT, U BOKPYT HEro CMbIKAJIach TUIIMHA, HO HE BpakeOHas, He XHUIIHAS,
a TUIIMHA OxuaHus. CIIOBHO caMo MOA3EMEIbE 3aTauIO JbIXaHUE U KAJI0, YTO OH CHEJIAET JaJIblie.

OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIBKO IIPOILIO BpeMeHU. MoskeT, MUHYTBl. MoxkeT, JHU. Bo TbMe BpeMs He
TEYET, OHO HaOyXaeT, Kak THOMHAsI paHa, ¥ JIONAETCsl BHE3AITHO, OCTaBJIsAsI TIOC/e cedsl IyCTOTY U 3BOH
B ymmax. OH IOMHUJ TOJIBKO €€ ryObl — Jie/IsTHbIe U OOXKUTAIOIIHe, U e€ I71a3a, B KOTOPBIX OTPakaioch
HEYTO JIpeBHEeE, rooHOe, n3MyueHHoe. OHa 1olienoBasa ero, a notom yiuuia. He pactBopuiiace, e
pacrasiia, a mpocTo yIuia B TEMHOTY, OCTABUB MOCIIe ce0s1 3TOT MPOKJISITHIN 3arax MOJIBIHA, KOTOPHIH
TEICPb BBEJICA B €0 KOXY, B HO3APH, B CaMy TKaHb JIErKKX. 1 OH ITOHSUT: CKOJIBKO OBl OH HU IMPOXKUJI,
9TOT 3aax OCTAHETCS C HUM JI0 KOHIIA.

OH BbIOpaJICs U3 BOAIBL. DTO OBLIO TPYIHO — HE IIOTOMY, UYTO TEJIO 0CI1adI1o, a I0TOMY, YTO BOJA
He XoTesa ero ormyckars. OHa oOHMMaJa ero, Kak J0OOBHMIIA, JIEHMBO M HACTOMYMBO, LIEIUIANACh
3a OJEK/LY, 3a carory, 3a Kaxapli mar. Ho oH ynpsimo 1meén Bnepén, He 3Has, Kyaa uMeHHo. [Ipocto
IIEN, TOTOMY YTO CTOSAITh ObLIIO HEBO3MOKHO.

[Nomzemenne nzmenmnock. [Ipexae OHO OBUIO MPOCTO JIAOMPHUHTOM M3 MOKPOTO KaMHs M T'HU-
IOLMX KOPHEl — Tenepb ke CTajlo 4eM-TO KUBbIM. CteHbl Aplanu. C noToska Kanauio He BOJAOM,
a 4YeM-TO T'YCThIM, BSI3KUM, C METAJJIMYECKUM IPUBKYCOM. B TeMHOTE TO U /110 MebKaJli TEHU —
OBICTpBIE, IOPKHE, KaK YCKOJb3aIo1He MbICIT. OXOTHHUK 3HAJ: 9TO HE TBapU. DTO BoCOMUHaHUs. EE.
Uysxue. OOpBHIBKY YbEH-TO KU3HU, 3aCTPSBIINE B 3TOM MECTe, KaK MyXH B sTHTape.

OH BHIEN UX KpaeMm riasza: (pUrypsl, xKecTsl, Juia. BoT xkeHIuHa OeXUT 10 KOPUAOpY, MOM-
XBaTUB TO/ION, M CMeETCs. BOT MykunHa MOgHUMAET KyOOK, M BUHO JILETCS yepe3 Kpail. Bot pe6é-
HOK, OOCOW ¥ TPSI3HBII, CMOTPUT Ha HEro ¢ ykopom. Bce oHM ObUIM 371€Ch, BCE — TUICHHUKH 3TOTO
MecTa, Bce — vacTh e€. Vnm oHa Obla yacThio Mx. OXOTHUK He pasbupascs. OH IpocTo IEN, U C
KaKJIbIM IIIarOM ero coOCTBEHHAasl XKM3Hb Ka3aaach eMy Bc€ Oosiee dyxkoid, BcE Oosee NalIEKou, Kak
COH, YBUJICHHBIU B JICTCTBE.

OH BBbIIIETT K pEKE.
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[Mox 3emuiél, B camoMm cepilie KaMEHHOU TOJIIIH, TeKJIa peKa — MIMpoKasi, YEpHasi, OeciryM-
Has. OHa He Oypriuia, He IJIeCKanach, a TeKJa BeJIMYaBO, KaK CaMo BpeMsl, M TI0 €€ MOBEPXHOCTH
CKOJIB3WJTN OJie/IHbIe OTOJIECKH, XOTsI CBeTa 3/1ech He Ob10. OXOTHHK OITYCTHIICS Ha KOJIEHW Y KPOMKHU
1 BcMoTpedics B Boay. OTTyna Ha Hero MIsiHyJI0 Mo — He ero. pyroe. Mosonoe, n3MoxJIEHHOE,
C TEMHBIMU I71a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX HE ObUIO HU CTpaxa, HU Hajexkasl. OH MOpPTHYJI, U JIUIO UCUE3IIO,
OCTaBHB TOJIBKO PsIOb.

OH cen Ha KaMeHb. XOJIOIHBIA, MOKPBIMA, MOPOCIHIUNA YeM-TO CKJIM3KUM. [lomoxuin med Ha
KOJICHU W 3aKPpbLI I1a3a. EMy HE XOTEJIOCb HU €CTbh, HU II1UTh, HU AObIIIATh. EMy XOTEJIOCh TOJIBKO
OIHOTO — YTOOBI OHAa BepHyJach. UToOB CHOBa KOCHYJIAach ero. YToOsl CHOBA TOT HEBO3MOKHBIN
X0JI0[], OT KOTOPOTO BHYTPHU BCE cxkuMaeTcst M pBETcsi. OH MOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO Oe3ymue, Ho Oe3ymue
ObLIO €IMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO OCTAJIOCh €MY 3[1eCh, B TOM MHpE, IJie BCE OCTATbHOE YTPATHIIO CMBICIL.

U ona BepHynace.

He cpasy. Cravana oH ycielman e€ mard — JErkue, 6ockie, o MOKpoMy KamH0. [Totom
MOYYBCTBOBAJ €€ 3arax — YK€ He MOJIbIHb, a YTO-TO JPYyroe, TEIIOE, FOPbKOBATOE, KaK JIbIM OT
chIpbIx JIpoB. OTKpbUT T1a3za. OHa CTosIa MO Ty CTOPOHY PEKH, Ha MPOTUBOIIONIOKHOM Oepery, u
cMOTpeJsia Ha Hero. Terephb B Hell He ObLJIO HUUYEro OT yTpeHHero npuspaka. OHa OblIa HACTOSIIIEH.
CnuiukoMm Hacrosed. KeHIuHa U3 IIoTH U KPOBU, C MOKPBIMHU TOCIIE MOI3EMHOM CHIPOCTH BOJIO-
caMu, C TIOTPECKABIIMMHUCS ry0aMH U CHHSKaMHM T0J T1a3amMu. B rpoctom cepom matbe, 6ocas, ¢
PYKaMH, UCTTAYKAHHBIMU B YEM-TO TEMHOM.

— ThI He ymI€n, — cKa3zajia oHa.

— Her.

— Harmpacno.

— BosMmoxHO.

Omna nomomuasna. Peka Mex 1y HUMU TeKJIa HECTIBILITHO, U B 3TOM MOJYaHUH ObLIO OOJIBIIE CIIOB,
YEM B THICSIYE PA3TOBOPOB.

— Mens 30ByT Diipa, — Mpou3Hec/a oHa HakoHell. — Koraa-To y MeHs1 ObLJIO Apyroe ums,
HO 4 ero 3a0bLia.

— Memns 30ByT Kaiin, — oTBETII OH.

— KaiiH, — noBTopmiia oHa, mpooys MMsI Ha BKyC. — DTO UM C ceBepa.

— Ha.

OHa omycTuiIach Ha KOPTOUKH Y BOJIBI, MTPOBEJIa Mo Hel najibllaMu. Peka oTo3Baiach JErKUM
CBEYEHHEM, U OXOTHMK YBHJIEJ, KaK U3 ITTyOMHBI BCIUIBIBAIOT OJIEHBIE, TTOMYPO3pavHble [BEThl —

HE TO KYBIIVMHKH, HE TO IIPU3PAKU LIBETOB, PACIIyCTUBIIMECS OT €€ IIPUKOCHOBEHUS.

— 3Haelib, 4TO 3TO 3a peKa? — CIPOCcuiIa OHa, He TIOIHUMAs IJ1a3.
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— Her.

— D10 peka MEPTBHIX. [0 Helt yxoasaT Te, KTo He Hamen mokos. OHU TUTBIBYT Ha JHE, O[]
caMoy MOBEPXHOCTHIO, U JKAYT, KOTAa UX MO30BYT.

— ThoI ux 3Basa?

— 3Baia. Korma ObU10 HEBEIHOCHMO.

OH noaHsuIcs, MOAOIIEN K KpoMKe. Peka nplasia, 1 OT He€ MaxJio ChIpod 3eMJIEH U YeM-TO
CJIAJIKOBATBIM, KaK OT THUIONIHUX sI0JIOK. Diipa BCE emié cujesia Ha ToM Oepery, ¥ Mexy HUMH ObUia

TOJILKO 9Ta Bofa — u€pHasi, 0e3MOJIBHAS, HATIOJTHEHHAST MEPTBBIMH.

— 1 youn MHOTHMX, — CKa3zan oH. — Ho HuKorma He qymMalt o ToM, Ky/ia OHU yXoasT. Terepb
BUXKY. DTa peKa BEJIET UX B HUKY/A.

— Her, — nokauvana ona ronoBoii. — OHa BesI€T ux B 3a0BeHue. VIHOrga 3T0 JIydine, 4eM
TTOKOM.

OH cMmoTpen Ha He€ U YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPH HETO 3pEET YTO-TO TEMHOE, OCTPOE, KaK 3aH03a.
OH xoTen crnpocuTh €€ 0 MIaBHOM — O TOM, [OYEMY OHa MpUIIJIa K HEMY Ha paccBeTe, MoYemy
SIBUJIaCh He yOMBaTh, a JIaCKaTh, MOoYeMy €€ Koa OblTa XOJIOHA, & TYObl — TOpsIYM, TIOYeMy OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero Tak, OyATo 3Haza ero Teicsdy Jiet. Ho cioBa 3actpeBanu B ropie, kKak koctu. OH
CTOSIJT U CMOTpEJI, ¥ B 9TOM B3IJIsijie ObUIO BCE, UTO OH HE MOT CKa3aTb.

Ona noHsa.

— ¢1 He BHIOMpana Tedst, — MPOroBOpHIa OHa THX0. — Thl cam MeHs BbiOpasl. Emé no Toro,
Kak nmpuuien B 31oT ropoa. Emeé no toro, kak ponuics. Msl cBsazanbl, KaitH. Twl u s. He ciyyvaiiHo
ThI OKazavics B «[lop mrykoii». He ciyvaitHo ynoxut Tpoux. He ciydaitHo Mo# oTel OTIipaBuil Tedst
croga.

— TBoii orell 3Haer?

— OH 3Haer, 4TO 4 3A€ech. YTO 51 He Ta, KeM NpUTBOpsiock. Ho OH He 3Haer, 4To 1 — 3TO 4.
OH nymaer, st TUICHHUIIA TTO/I3eMeTbs], JKePTBa, KOTOPYIO OH HE MOKET 0CBOOOIUTh. OH He MOHUMAET,

YTO 51 ¥ €CTh NojI3eMeibe. UTO 3TH CTeHbl — MoU pEOpa, a peKa — MOos1 KPOBb.

OxoTHUK B3aporHyJ. OH CIibplIai O TAKKMX CYIIECTBaX — HEYUCTh, YTO CTAHOBUTCSI MECTOM, B
koTopoe noceswiack. Ho Hukorna He Bepui. Minu He XoTen BEpUTh.

— Tbl — TBapb? — CIIPOCKJI OH, U TOJIOC €r0 MPO3BYYaJl INIyX0, KAK yIap KyJaKa B CTEHY.

— 4 — Diipa, — oTBeTMIa OHa MpocTo. — TBapb — 3T0 TO, 4T0 BO MHe. OHO COUT, HO
MPOCHINaeTcs, Koraa s 3mock. M xoraa moosto.

— [loatomy ThI HE MOXelIb YUTH?
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— IMosTomy s He HoTKHA TIOOUTH. JIIOOOBH OYIUT ero. A Korja OHO IIPOCHITIACTCS, Sl TIEPeCcTaio
OBITb COOOH.

On 3amormuat. ['e-to Baasieke, B IIyOUHE MOA3EMENTbs, TIOCIBIIIANICS HU3KHIA, YTPOOHBIH TYIL.
Pexka norna pssopio, ¥ 1IBETHI-MTPU3PAKH 3a/IPOKAITH, KaK OT TIOI3eMHOI0 TOTYKA. Dipa MOJAHSIIACh, U
OXOTHHUK YBUICI, KaK €€ I1a3a Ha MTHOBEHUE BCIIBIXHYJIU AJIbIM, UITO6I>I TYT K€ CHOBA CTAaTb TéMHbIMI/I,
0e3/I0HHBIMHU.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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