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AHHOTaAMSA

[IpoH3uTebHast UCTOPUs O JIIOOBH, ThME U HAJICK e, POKIEHHAS
Ha CThIKE TEMHOro (b3HTE3W M MOITUYHOW MpuUTYd. OH CeBEepHBIN
CTPaHHUK C JISJISTHBIM CepIieM, YOUBAIOIIUI YyIOBUII U OETyIIHA OT
camoro ceosi.

OHa Ta, KTO NPUXOMT Ha PaccBeTe, Hecs B ceOe X0JIOJ IMOA3EMHBIX
PEK M MamsATh O MOTePSIHHOM cBeTe. VX BCTpeua He CilydaiiHa: JIBe
WCKaJICUeHHBIE IyIH, 0OpeYEéHHbIe CIUThCs B OnHY. CKBO3b KPOBb U
CMepTh OHM HJIYT K UCIIEIEHHUIO Yepe3 CTpax, MOTepH, JIETIECTKU PO3
Y KPHK JTyIIIH.

D10 cara 0 TOM, YTO JaXe IOCJIEe CaMOW TEMHOH HOYHM OBbIBAcT
pacciert, a 1oO0Bb cIOCOOHA He TOJIBKO pa3pyliaTh, HO M BOCKPEIAaTh.
HUctopwust, oHasi pO3HOM KPAaCOThI, TUIITUHBI U HAJICKTHI.



Conep:kanue

OHa sBMJIaCh Ha paccBeTe.
KoHel 03HaKOMUTENIBHOTO (pparMeHTa.
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Peka MEpTBBIX

Ona saBmiIach Ha paccBeTe.

[Tpockonb3Hyna 6eciryMHO, He TIOTPEBOXKKB BO3/yXa, BIUIBI-
Jla B KOMHATy, OyATO TeHb WM HaBaX/eHWe, ¥ eIMHCTBEHHBIM
CBUJIETEJILCTBOM €€ ABUKEHUSI ObLI IIEJIECT MIETKOBOU COPOUKH,
CKOJIb3UBIIEH IO Tely. DTOT 3ByK — TOHBIIIE B3/10Xa, TUILIE Ma-
JIeHW I IBJTMHKY — BBIZIEPHYJT OXOTHUKA U3 TATYYero Momy3a0bl-
Thsl, B KOTOPOM OH TOKAYUBAJICsl, TOYHO YTOIJICHHUK B TEMHOM
BOJIE, 3aCTPSBILINI MEXy WIMCTHIM THOM U JIYHHOW JOPOKKOU
Ha MOBEPXHOCTH.

OHn He menoxHysics. [daxe npixanue He cOmoch. OHa TOJI-
crynuia Onuxke, CTSHYJIa C TUIed COPOUKY, KOJIEHOM HEYBEPEHHO
KOCHYJIach Kpasi 1oxxa. OH crieini 32 Hel CKBO3b PECHUIIbI, OCTa-
BasiCh HETOJIBMKHBIM, KaK XWIMHHK Tiepen OpockoM. OHa B30-
Opasach Ha TIOCTeNb, OceIalla ero OEnpa, HaKJIOHWIIACh, OITUPa-
SICb HAa HAIPSIKEHHBIE PYKH, U €€ PaCILyIlleHHbIE BOJIOCHl Ma3HY-
JI1 110 ero Juily. Bonocel naxiim 1sIMOM U 1oJibiHbI0. OHA HeTep-
NIeJIMBO U BMECTE C TeM PEIUTEIbHO KOCHYJIACh TyOaMu ero Be-
Ka, CKYJbl, yrojika pra. OH yabslOHYJICSI — MeJJIEHHO, e/lBa 3a-
METHO — ¥ OepesKHO rnepexBaTil e€ 3amnscTbsa. OHa BHITPSIMU-
JIach, YCKOJb3asl, OICBEYEHHAs! IEPBbIMU JIy4aMU 3apy, Pa3Mbl-



Tasi B yTPEHHEM MapeBe, CJIOBHO BujieHue. OH MONbITAJICS MPU-
MOJHATHCS, HO OHA HAJABWJIA JIAJOHSIMU €MY Ha IPyJb, OCTAHAB-
JIVBast, U JIETKUM JBMKEHUEM OEnep ToOMIach OTKJIMKA.

OH otkukHyscs. Ternepb OHa yke He uzderaia ero JaJoHen
— OTKWHYJIa TOJIOBY, BCTpsIXHYJA Bojiocamu. Koxa e€ Obuia xo-
JIOAHOM U HEBEPOSITHO IJIAJIKOM, KaK peuHas raiabka. [J1aza, Ko-
TOpbIE OH YBHU/IEJ, KOT/Ia OHA MPUOIU3KIIA JIUIO0, OKA3AJIUCh TEM-
HBIMH, O€3/IOHHBIMU — KaK Y YTOTUICHHUIIBI.

PackauuBasich B TAKT, OH IIOTIPY3WJICA B IIOJILIHHOC MOpPE, a
OHO BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCB, 3alllyM€JIO, ITOIJIO BOJIHAMMU.

ITo3xke pacckasplBaJIA, YTO YETIOBEK ITOT IPUIIET C BOCTOKA,
oT PeionbIX BopoT. I1I€n nemikom, a HaBbIOYEHHYI0 KOOBLTY BEI
1oJ, y34usl. Beuepeno, JJaBKM KOKEBHUKOB U TOPTOBLEB COJIBIO
y7Ke 3allMpaiv CTaBHU, Y yIuLa ycresa. beuto Terio, Ho Ha 1uie-
Yyax He3HaKoMIa Jiexasl TéMHbIA Tuiaml. OH cpasdy Opocajicsi B
r1asa.

[TyTHHMK ocTaHOBWIICS Niepes Kopumoit «I Huoit 3y0», mocTo-
ST, BCIYIWBAsACh B roMoH. KopuMma, Kak Bcera B 3ToT 4ac, Oblia
3a0uTa 10 OTKa3a.

Ho He3nakomen He Boiéen. OH NOBEN JIOMIAAL JAJIbIIE, BHU3
10 yJIMLE, K APYrol KOpUMe, MOMEHBIIE U MOTHIIIE, YTO 3BAJIACh



«[Tox mykoit». 3aech ObUIO MYCTO, M HE 3psi — MECTO MMeJIo
JYPHYIO CJIaBy. XO3SITH OTOPBAJICS OT OOUYKU C KUCJION KaIyCTOMH,
OKHMHYJI TOCTSI BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3I A0OM. TOT, HE CHUMas IJ1alna,
CTOSJ1 y CTOMKM — HEMOABUKHO, ITPSIMO, MOJTYA.

— Yero nogarn?

— IMuBa, — mpousHEC uykak. ['o0c y HEero ObLT HU3KUH, C
X PUITOTIION.

Kopumapsb BbiTEep J1aloHU O (papTyK U Haueau1 B miepoaTyio
DJIMHSHYIO KPYKKY.

Hesnakomerr He ObUT CTap, HO BOJIOCH! €70 OTJIMBAITH TETITIOM.
Iloa nuamom yrajapiBajach MOTEPTAs KOKaHASA KypTKa CO IIHY-
POBKOM Ha rpyaM U pykaBax. Korja oH OTKMHYJI IOy, CTaJIO BUJI-
HO: 32 CITMHOM Y Hero BUCUT Med. He To 4ToObI 3T0 KOro-TO yANB-
JIAJIO — B 9TUX KPasX OpykHUe HOCUJIM IIOYTH BCE, — HO HUKTO
He TacKaJl KJIMHOK 3a CMUHOM, OyATO KOocy WM apoaneT. [ocTh
HE ceJl, XOTsI CBOOOIHBIX CTOJIOB XBaTasio. OH OCTaJICsl y CTOMKH,
pa3misAbIBas KOpUMaps ¢ XOJIOIHBIM UHTEPECOM.

— HY)KHa KOMHAaTa Ha HO4Yb, — CKa3aJl OH, OTX.He6HyB II1Ba.

— Herty, — OypKkHy X035IMH, TOKOCHBIIKCh Ha TPSI3HBIE Ca-
noru nputiensia. — Crymnaiite B «[ HUIOM 3y0».



— ¢ OBI XOTETT OCTaThCA 3/1ECH.

— Ckazan xe — Hety. — Kopumapsb yxke pazoOpaj akleHT
rocts. CeBepsiHUH.

— 4 3aryia4y, — THUXO, IIOYTU BUHOBATO HpOI/I3HéC qyXKakK.

Bot Torma-to Bc€ u Havasioch. Bep3uia ¢ M3pHITHIM OCHON
JIMIIOM, C CaMOTO MOSIBJIEHUS 1yKaKa CBEPJIMBIINI €r0 MYTHBIM
B3JISIZIOM, TIO/IHSJICS Y IBUHYJICS K CTOMKE. J[BO€ ero mpusitesien
BCTAJIM 4yTb [100J1aJIb, OTPE3as MyTb.

— Omox, ceBepHas majajib? — PABKHYJ Bep3uia, MOJACTY-
nasi BIUIOTHYyI0. — MectoB Hety. Ham TyT Takux He Hajo0OHO.
10 BaM HE IUKUH JIEC.

HesHakomen B3s1 KpyKKy W OTOABHMHYJICA. [ JIsHY)I Ha X034-
MHA, HO TOT OTBEJ I1a3a. 3allMIaTh 4yxkaka OH He cOOMpaJICs.
Jla ¥ KTO CTaHeT 3acTynarbcs 3a CeBEpsAHUHA?

— Bce BbI Tam, 3a nepeBaiom, — KOHOKPA/IbI ¥ TYIIEryObl, —
HPOZIOIKAIT PsIOO, OT KOTOPOTO pa3sujio KUCIBIM MHMBOM U 3J10-

601. — CpIIUIIb, YTO TOBOPIO, MaJANIbIINK ?

— Jla OH He CJTBIITINT. Y HEero Y HABO30M 3a0MThI, — OCKJIa-



OUJICS O/IVH U3 TeX, YTO CTOSUIU M03a1u. BTOpoi KOPOTKO XOXOT-
HYJL

— Ilnatu u BeIMETAlCS, — TPOLIEANIT BEp3UIa.
TomnbKO Tenepb HE3HAKOMEL TOAHSLT Ha HEro Iy1a3a.
— TIuBo pomwio.

— MB&I momoskem, — mpocwuriesn pssooit. OH BHIIMO y dykaka
KPYXKKY Y OTHOBPEMEHHO BLIETIMJICS JIEBOI PYKOIl eMy B ILJIeYO,
a MPaBOU yXBaTWUJ 3a PEMEHb, HAMCKOCh MEPECEKABUINI IPY/b.
CrosaBmmii no3agu 3aMaxHyics. Yyxkak KpyTaHyscs Ha MecCTe,
yBJIeKast Bep3wTy 3a co00i. Med ¢ TMXMM IIeIeCTOM BBIIIET U3
HOXEH M KOPOTKO OJIECHYJ B CBeTe MacJISHBIX Jiamil. Hadanock.
Kpuku. I'poxoT onpoKrHYTO# JJaBKU. 3BOH ITIMHSAHOW MOCY/IBI.
Kto-TO pBanyscs K ABepH, KTO-TO 3aropofuics croioM. Kopu-
Mapb — TYOBI €ro TPSCIUCh — CMOTpEJI, Kak psiOoi, 3aKumast
pa3pyOJIeHHOE JIMIIO, MEJIEHHO CIIO3aeT BHU3, LIETUISACH Maslb-
1[aMHU 32 Kpail CToiku, OyATo ToHeT. [[Boe ero mpusTtesneit jexa-
s Ha nony. OuH He aBuraiicsi. Bropoi cyun Horamu, XBarast
PTOM BO3/yX, a MOJ HUM pacTeKajlach TEMHasd Jiyxka. B Bo3ay-
X€ MOBKC TOHKHIA, CBEPIISIIMIA BUCKU KeHCKUI KpuK. Kopumaps
BBIBEPHYJIO.

Hesnakomenr oTcTynuia K CTeHe, COOpaHHBIA, HACTOPOKEH-



HBIH. Meu feprkan 00eMMH pyKaMH, CJIeTKa IMOKa4YlBasi OCTPHEM.
HukTo He meBenuiica. Yxac, Kak XOJIOIHAs I'PA3b, 3aJIEIWII JIU-
113, CKOBaJI pYKH, 3aTKHYJI PThI.

C rpoxoTOM pacrnaxHynach IBE€pb, B KOPUMY BBAUIMIACH TPOE
CTPaXHUKOB. BuauMo, oKazauch HEMOJAIEKY. YBUIEB Tela,
OHU TYT K€ BBIXBATUJIA KJIMHKH.

— bpock Meu! — BBIKpUKHYJ OWH, CPbIBasiCh Ha (DAJIBLIET.
— bpocs, cBonous! Ionaéms ¢ Hamu!

BTopoii mHyN cKaMblo, MEIIaBIIYIO TIOIOUTH COOKY.

— beru 3a mogpmu, Kpbic! — KpHUKHYII OH TOMY, YTO CTOSI
y IBEPH.

— He HyxHO, — cKa3aj He3HaKOMell, OIycKas KJIMHOK. —
A cam moiny.

— Tloiiaenib, MONAENTb, CYKUH ChIH, TOJIBKO Ha apKaHe! —
320paJi TOT, Y KOTO CphIBAJICS rosioc. — bpocaii Med, He To Oalky
cHecy!

CesepsHuH BbinpssMuJIcs. [lepexsatui Med 1o JIEBYIO PyKY,
a MPaBOil — BBITSIHYB €€ B CTOPOHY CTPaKU — HaYepTall B BO3-
JyXe CJIOKHBIM 3HaK. Ha KOkaHBIX MaHKeTax, TOXOAMBIIHUX EMY



70 JIOKTEH, BCTIBIXHYJIU BBIIIUTHIE CEPEOPSTHON HUTHIO PYHBI.

CrpaxxHUKU OTIIATHYJIMCh, 3aKpbIBas Jidlia pykamu. KTo-To
U3 MOCETUTEJIEN BCKOUMJI, KTO-TO OIPOMETBIO KUHYJICS K BBIXO-
ny. JKeHnmHa CHOBa 3aBU3:Kajla — MPOH3UTENIbHO, HA/IPhIBHO.

— 41 cam nou1y, — MOBTOPUJI UyKaK, U TOJIOC €r0 MPO3BEHEN
CTaJiblo. — A Bbl Tpoe — Briepenu. [IpoBoguTe K HAMECTHUKY.
S noporu He 3HalO.

— Jla, rocnoguH, — npoOOpMOTaJl CTPAXKHUK, OIyCTUB IO-
JIOBY, U, 0OSI3JIMBO O3MpasicCh, ABUHYJCA K Bbixoay. OcTasbHble,
IATSICh, BBIUIM cliefoM. HesHakomer yOpast Med B HOKHBI, KMH-
KaJI 3a TOJICHMILIE ¥ HIarHy1 3a HuMu. Korga oH mpoxoauia MumMo
CTOJIOB, TOCTH ITPUKPHIBAJIX JIMLIA MTOJIAMUA KYPTOK.

OHu 1M CKBO3b Mpochinamimiics ropon. Hebo Ha BocToke
YK€ HAJIMBAJIOCh TPEBOKHOM KEJITU3HOM, HO YJIMIIBI EIIE JIeKAIN
B I'ycTOl cuHeBe. Carnory CTpaskHUKOB TYJIKO OUJIH 10 Opycyat-
K€, 2 OXOTHUK CTyMaJl [IOYTH OECIITyMHO, CJIOBHO 3BEpPb, KOTOPO-
o BeAyT Ha 3aKJIaHUE, HO KOTOPBbIi €1E HE PelIn — IOKOPUTh-
Csl WM PBaHYTh.

OH He cMOTpeJ1 TI0 CTOPOHaM. 3araxu yTPeHHEro ropoaa —
MOKDBIN KaMeHb, IIEYHON JbIM, THUIOIIHIE OTOPOCH — 00CTyMa-
JIM €ro, HO OH He 3amedall. B rojgoBe BCE enie ryueno 3Xo TOu,



YTPEHHEW, ¢ MOJILIHHBIMU Bojiocamu. E€ koka, XoJoiHasi, Kak
peunoii TymaH. E€ npixanue Ha ero ry6ax. OH TpsIXHYJ TOJIOBOW,
OTIOHSIS1 HABAXK/IEHUE, U COCPEJOTOUYWIICA Ha ITyTH.

¥ 10Ma HaMeCTHUKa — MPU3EMUCTOTO, CJIOKEHHOTO U3 CEPO-
ro KaMHS$l, C y3KUMU OKHaMU-OOWHUIIaMU — MX Kjamu. [IBoe
CTPaXHHWKOB Yy BXOJa CKPECTWJIM ajiedapiibl, HO, Y3HaB CBOUX,
paccTynuivch. BHyTpH naxJio CbIpoCTbi0 U BOCKOM. Pakesibl Ha
CTEHaxX 4YaJIuid, OTOpaChBasI TUISIIYIIIE TeHU.

— Knu 31ech, — Opocui OUH U3 KOHBOMPOB, McUe3asl 3a
JIBEPBIO.

OXOTHUK OCTaJICA CTOATH B IOJYyMpAaKe, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha
rpyau. [Tnai ero 6611 BCE e1€ MOKPBIM OT POCHI, U C HEro Kara-
JIO Ha KaMEHHBIU TI0JI — THUXO, Pa3MEPEHHO, KaK yAapbl CEpALIA.

JBepb ckpuIlHyJIa. Beliies He CTpaKHUK — JKEHILMHA.

Ona nosiBUIach U3 TEMHOTHI KOPUIOPA, KaK BHIILIBIBAIOT U3
DIyOMHBI BONOPOCI — MEJICHHO, HeyMOIMMO. Bricokast, Tno-
Kasi, B TEMHOM IUIaThe JI0 M0J1a, C CepeOpsHOM 1IEMOYKOM Ha TOH-
Ko 1iee. Bomockl e€ 6bur cOOpaHbl B TYTO# y3eI1, HO HECKOJIBKO
npsifieil BHIOWJIUCH U TeTleph Kacaluch BUCKOB, CIIOBHO HApHCO-
BaHHbIE yIIIEM. OHa HE CMOTpEa Ha HEr0 — CMOTpENA CKBO3b,
Oyaro ero 31ech ¥ He ObUT0. Ho KOT/a e€ ri1a3a HakoHerl BCTpe-



TWJIUCh C €r0, OXOTHUK MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK BHYTPU YTO-TO 000-
PBaJIOCh — KOPOTKO, PE3KO, KaK TETUBA.

Omna ObUIa TOM CaMOM.

He morna ObiTh, HO Obu1a. Te ke Oe3mOHHBIE, TEMHBIE, KaK
oMyT, ra3a. Tot xe uznom Oposeit. ToT ke eBa yJIOBUMBIH 3a-
nax — HeT, He MoJbiHb. YT0-TO Apyroe. [IpIM U MOJIBIHD — 3TO
obu10 yTpoM. Celiyac maxjio BOCKOM, CTapoil Oymaroit 1 — OH
TOTOB OBUT TIOKJISICTHCSI — XOJIOAHOM pocoit Ha TpaBe. OHa mpo-
IJ1a MUMO, He YIOCTOMB €ro B3IJISIIOM, HO B TOC/IEIHUN MUAT —
elBa 3aMETHO — YTOJIOK e€ Ty0 aporHy;1. CJIOBHO OHa 3HaJa.
Ci0BHO NOMHMIIA.

OxotHuk He nomeBenuicsa. TombKo cxkai 3yObl Tak, 4To 3a-
HBLIO B YEJIOCTSX.

— K HameCTHUKY, — BBIHBIPHYJI U3 IBEPH CTpaKHUK. — JKu-
BO.

OH marHys1 B KaOMHET, HO MBICII €0 OCTAIUCh B KOPUAOPE,
PAAOM C 3TOM KeHIIMHOU. C e€ X0JI0O0M, KOTOPBIM OH YK€ O/IHa-
K16l uyBcTBOBaL. C €€ 3araxom, KOTOPbIi He TOJKeH ObLT 3HATb.

HamectHuk cupen 3a ;yO0OBBIM CTOJIOM, 3aBaJIEHHBIM CBUTKA-
mu. [TonHbIiA, ¢ ceperomielr 00poIoy U IENKUMU TJIa3aMu, OH He



NPEJIOKUT HU CECTh, HU BOJBL. TOJBKO OIJISIAEN TOCTS C TOJo-
BBl JI0 HOT, 33/IepKaBIUMCh HA PYKOSTM Meya, 4To Topyaja U3-
3a 1Uieya.

— T'oBopsT, T y0%1I Tpoux B «Ilof 1yKoil», — MPOU3HEC
oH 0Oe3 mpenucnoBuil. ['onoc ObUT CyxoM, KaK OCEHHsIS JIUCTBA.
— 9710 TaK?

— OHM camM¥ HAPOCUJIUCh, — OTBETUJI OXOTHUK POBHO.

— DTO HE OTBET.

— DTO npasja.

HamecTHHMK ycMexHYJICs, HO yCMEIIKa Bbliilia KpuBor. OH OT-
KHMHYJICSI B KPECJIE, CJIO)KUB PYKH Ha )KUBOTE.

— Tot oxotHuk. 4 cabmman o takux. C cesepa. Bol ymeere
yOMBAaTh Yy/IOBHIII.

— VYwmero.
— Torpa y mens ans teds padora.

OxotHUK Momyall. B3risia ero Omykaan o KaOMHETYy — TI0
KHHUTaM, 110 roOeJieHaMm, TIo cepeOpsSTHOMY KyOKY Ha Kpalo CTojIa,



— HO Ha caMoM JieJie OH Bcé eme Bupen e€. Ty, B kopuaope. U
Ty, YTO MPHIILIA HA PACCBETE.

— Pabora npocrast, — nponoskai HamecTHUK. — B momze-
MeJIbsIX TI0J] TOPOIOM 3aBejiach TBapb. Jlonu nponanat. CHa-
Jajyia Oponsry, Tereps yxe u crpaka. MHe HyXeH TOT, KTO CITy-
CTUTCSI U He BEPHETCSI OE3yMHBIM.

— [NoyemMy BHI peniiu, 4To 51 He BEPHYCh Oe3yMHBIM?

HamecTHuk noxeBasn ry0amu.

— A THI, 51 BUKY, yke 6e3yMeH, ceBepsiHH. — OH OMOJTYaJL.
— Ho B TBOEM Ge3ymuH ecTh MOPSIIOK. DTO IIEHHO.

OXOTHHK HUYero He oTBeTH/I. OH yMaJI O IpyroM: O TOM, 4TO
JKEHIIMHA B KOPUIOPE HE CMOTpeJia Ha HEro, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJT
e€ B3I Ha cebe, Kak mpukocHoBeHue. O ToM, 4To OHa Oblia

XOJIO[HA, KAK YTPEHHUM TYMaH, U TaK K& HEeYyJIOBUMa.

— 4 BOo3pMYCBH, — CKa3all OH HakoHel. — Ho y meHs ectsb
YCJIOBHE.

— Kakoe?

— Cnavaja CKaXMTE, KTO Ta XXCHIIIMWHA, YTO TOJIBKO 4YTO BbI-



[IIJ1a OTCIOZA.

HamectHuk NpUHIIypujcCA. B xomHaTe moBucCia TUIIIMHA —
BA3KadA, KaKk CMOJIA.

— 3auem oHa Tede?
— IIpocTto oTBeTHTE.
HamecTHHMK yCMeXHYJICSl CHOBA, Ha 9TOT pa3 3Jjiee.

— ITO MOsl J104b, — MPOU3HEC OH MeaJieHHO. — W oHa He
PO TBOIO YECTh, CEBEPSIHUH. 3aHUMaNCs TeM, 3a 4To Tebe T1a-
TAT.

OXOTHHMK KHMBHYJI, HO BHYTPY y Hero Bc€ cxkayock. [Joub Ha-
MeCTHHMKA. 3HAUUT, OHA He Obl1a BuaeHueM. OHa OblTa HACTOSI-
mieit. U oHa maxJia pocoi, a He mosbiHbio. Ho r71a3a — rasza Obl-
JI1 TE Ke.

OH BbilIeN U3 KaOMHETA, M B KOPUIOPE CHOBA BCTPETUI €€.
OHa cTosiyia y OKHa, TOACTABMB JIMIIO IEPBLIM JIydaM, U Ka3aJioch,
YTO CBET IPOXOIUT CKBO3b HEE, [ieJ1asd €€ MPO3PavHOM, HEpeab-
HOW.

— Bl 0X0THUK, — TIpOoM3HECIIa OHa, He 000paYmBasichk. [omoc



ObLIT TUXUI, HO MPO3BYYAT KaK yIap KOJIOKOJA.

— Jla.
— ToBops#T, BBl yOMBaeTe TeX, KOrO He TIOHUMaeTe.

OH noztomén 6mke — MeJICHHO, OCTOPOXHO, KaK K JIMKOMY
3Bepi0. OCTaHOBWJICSA B IIIare.

— 41 youBaio Tex, KTo yOuBaeT qpyrux.

Omna noBepHynach. Tenepb €€ 11aza CMOTpesH NpsSIMO B €ro,
Y OXOTHHUK CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO — JIE/ISTHOE TUIAMSl, TIPOH-
3alo11ee Ipy/b.

— A ecmn TBApb B IIOA3EMECJIBE ITPOCTO XOYCT JII0OBU ?

On He Haméncs ¢ orBeroM. OHa yIbIOHYJIACh — TEYATBHO U
CTPaHHO — U, NOAOOPaB MO0, MOLUIA [TPOYb, OCTABUB IOCIIE
ce0s1 TOJILKO 3amax XOJOAHOW POCHl M 3TO HEBO3MOXKHOE «JII00-
BU», TIOBUCIIIEE B BO3/yXe, KaK OOeIIaHKe.

OXOTHHK JOJITO CTOAJI Y OKHA, INIA04 Ha HpOCbIHaIOHIHﬁCH ITo-
PO, 1 9YBCTBOBAJI, KaK B CEPALEC, JdBHO ITIPUBLIKIICM K MépTBOﬁ
THUIIWHE, YTO-TO MEAJICHHO, 00JIEBHEHHO mpopacract.



Toi1 HOYBIO OH CITYCTHJICS B TIOJI3EMENTbEe, HO MPEeXk e — JI0JIT0
HE MOTI' yCHYTb, BOPOYasICh Ha KECTKOM KOMKE, U Nepe] IIa3aMu
crosuia oHa. Ta, 4yTo mpuIIa Ha pacceeTe. Ta, YTO BCTPETUIIACh
B Kopuzope. Tenepb OH 3HaJI: 3TO ObLIA OJJHA U T K€ KEeHIMHA.
U oHa He Obl1a YeJTOBEKOM.

Ho on Bcé paBno nomén. [Toromy uro pomxeH ouu1. U motomy
YTO IJe-TO ITyOOKO, MO/ CJIOEM MbUTM U KPOBH, OH XOTeJ CHOBA
YBUIIETh €€ — Jake €CJIM VIl 9TOro MPUAETCS CIIyCTUTHCS BO
TbMY.

OH CITYCKaJICA B MIOA3CMCEJILE OJHH.

dakei1, 4TO BbIIAT €My TIOPEMHBIN [PUCTAB, TOPEJ HEPOBHO
— TO BCIIBIXMBAJI, TO MOYTH yracaj, CJIOBHO UCIYT'aHHBIU, Tpe-
HelyIIUIA OT KaXkJJ0ro CKBO3HsIKa, OY/ITO caMo IJIaMsI He XOTeJlo
CJIEOBATh 32 HUM B 3Ty THUJIYIO, IPOXKOPJIMBYIO TEMHOTY.

CryneHu yxoquwiv BHU3, B MOKPYIO, IUIOTHYIO, KaK 3arycTeB-
111as1 KPOBb, MIUy, M KQXKbIH LIar OTIABAJICS B KAMEHHBIX CTEHAX
[JIyXyM, OOJIE3HEHHBIM 9XOM, OyATO cama 3eMJIsl He XOTella BITyC-
KaTb ero, OyITo JpeBHHE KAMHU MOMHIJIM BCE, UTO CIy4asoCh
31€Ch MPEeK/Ie, U TeNepb COAPOraItuch, MPeAuyBCTBYs HOBYIO Oe-
ay. ITaxyi0 MOKpbIM HM3BECTHSKOM, 3aCTOSAJION BOJAOW, piKaBuu-
HOM, TJIEHOM, ¥ Y€M-TO €IlE — CJIAIKOBATBIM, TOILIHOTBOPHBIM,
IIPUTOPHO-IIPSIHBIM, KaK B KOMHATe IOKOMHUKA, YTO MPOJIEKAI



HE OJIMH JIeHb, KaK B 3a0pOIIICHHOM Xpame, T/l JJaBHO He BO3HO-
CHJIM MOJIMTB, HO TJI€ elI€ KWia MaMsTh O KePTBaX.

OxotHuK 1€n He criemma. OH He N03BOJIAT ce0e TOPOIUThCS,
NOTOMY 4YTO 3HAJ: CHEUIKa 3[eCh — BEpHasi CMEPTh, & MOKET,
1 HeuTo xyauiee. ITnang oH ocraBu HaBepxy, KYpTKy paccrer-
HYJI, YTOOBI HE CKOBBIBAJIA IBKEHUH. Med MOKOMJICS B HOKHAX,
HO JIAJIOHb JIeKajla Ha PyKOSTH, a OOJIBIION Masiel] MalllMHAIbHO
OIVIAKMBAJI XOJIOAHOE HABEPIIME — 3TOT KECT JJaBHO CTaJsl €ro
BTOPOY HATYypOU, YEM-TO BPOAE MOJIMTBBI, B KOTOPYIO OH CaM He
Bepui1. OH He GosiIcs.

OH naBHO OTYy4Ms ceOsi OT TOrO YyBCTBA — BHITPABUI €T0
u3 ceOsl, KaKk BBITPABIMBAIOT COPHYIO TPaBY C TOJIs, KAK BBIKH-
raloT 3apasy U3 paHbl Kaja€HbM xene3oM. Ho rae-to nog pédpa-
MU, TJyOOKO M HaBSI3UMBO, MyJIbCUPOBAJIa TPEBOra — HE OT TeM-
HOTBI, HE OT OJIM3KOM OMAacHOCTH, HE OT TOrO, YTO OH MOT 3JICh
ymepeTrb. OT Hee.

E€ nms oH Tak 1 He y3HaIIL.

HamecTHHK He COM3BOJIMII HA3BATh €I0, 4 CTPAKHUKHU OTBOAU-
JIM 1J1a3a, CTOWJIO TOJIBKO CIPOCUTh. OHU CMOTpPENU B CTOPOHY,
MEPEMUHAIMCH C HOTM Ha HOTY, KallUIsUIM B KyJIaK, U B MX IJa-
3aX OXOTHUK BUJIEN HE MPOCTO CTPaxX — a CYeBEPHbIN, JIUIKUM,
JeTCKUI yKac, KaKOUM ObIBACT y JIIOJE, CTOJIKHYBIIMXCS C YeM-



TO, YTO HE YKJIQABIBAECTCS B IPUBBIYHBIE IIPEACTABJIEHUS O MUPE.
Bynro Gosich, YTO OMHO JIMIIb IPOU3HECEHHOE BCITYX MMsI Ha-
KJuer 6ey, 6yITo 3BYK, COPBABIIMIACS C TYO, MOT TPOCOYMTh-
Cs1 CKBO3b KaMEHHBIE CTEHBI U Pa30yAUThb TO, YTO CMajIO BHU3Y.

WM BCE xe OXOTHUK 4YyBCTBOBAJI: OHA 3HAJA, YTO OH MOMUJET.
Knana. Moxer, crosuia cedyac Iie-TO HaBepXy, y OKHa, I
Ha JIyHY, KOTOpasi cepeOpujia MOCTOBYIO, U JiyMaja O HEM Tak
’K€ HEOTCTYITHO, KaK OH O Hel. A MOJKET, CTOs/Ia BHU3Y, B CaMOi
rIyOuHe, U yIbl0atach B TEMHOTY, YyBCTBYS KaK/10€ COTPSICEHHUE
CTYIEHEN MOJ1 €ro CaroraMu.

[Tonzemenbe paciipuioch B cBoauaThiil 3as1. KameHHble KO-
JIOHHBI, IOKPBITHIE BHEBIIEUCS CHIPOCTHIO, TOANUPAIIN MTOTOJIOK,
C KOTOPOrO CBHMCAJIM JIJIMHHBIE, Oypble OT BJaru KOPHU — IIIy-
najblia CISIIEro ropojaa, BeHbl, 10 KOTOPbIM TeKJia He Boja, a
cama namsiTb 3€MJIM, TEMHAs, KaK AErOTh, U TaKas K€ TOpbKasl.

B yrax meBenmiach ThMa — He Ta, YTO OTOPAChIBAIOT MPE/I-
METHI TIpH cBeTe hakesia, a Apyras, )KuBasi, BHUMATe/IbHasl, Ha-
omoparomast. TummHa 31ech Oblla He MycToM — OHa ObUIa Ha-
NIOJTHEHHOW, ABIIIAINEH, KaK IPydb CISIIETO 3Beps, OHA MMEa
BEC ¥ TUIOTHOCTh, M OXOTHUK (PU3UYECKHU OIIYIIAJI, KaK OHa Ja-
BUT Ha IJICUH, Ha 3aThIJIOK, HA I'PY/ib.

OH ocranoBwiIca nocpenu 3ana. Onisaencs. I'ne-to kanana



BOJIa — Pa3MEPEHHO, HEYMOJIUMO, KaK XOJ1 4aCOB, OTCUMTHIBAIO-
WX TIOCJIETHNEe MUHYTHI YbeH-TO KU3HU. BO3MOXKHO, ero coo-
CTBEHHOM.

— ¢ nmpui€n, — ckaszay oH B TEMHOTY. [ 0510 ITpo3Byyai riy-
X0, 0e3 3xa, Oy/ITO CTEeHbI MOTJIOTHIIM €T0, OYITO CaMO MPOCTPaH-
CTBO 3/1eCh OBUIO YCTPOEHO MHAue, YeM HaBepXy, M 3BYK He OT-
paxaJicst OT KaMHsI, a YBsI3aJ1 B HEM, Kak MyXa B MayTHHE.

Tema ne orBetwia. Ho Bo3ayx msmenwicsa. Cran morHee,
BsI34e, KaK Mepej rpo3oM, Kak B IpeAaBepuu Oypu, KOTopast HU-
KOI'J]a HE pa3pasuTcs, HO Bceraa OyAeT BHCETh Ha CaMOM Kpalo.
daxkesn 3arpeneTan, 3alUIel, U IJ1aMs MOTAHYJIOCh B CTOPOHY,
CJIOBHO YKa3blBas ITyTb — B Y3KUU IPOXO[, 3USAIOIINANA YEPHOU
nacteio. OHO U3BUBAJIOCH, KaK 3Mesl, KaK fA3bIK CBEYM Ha CKBO3-
HsIKE, U OXOTHUK YBHJIEJI, KAK TEHU HA CTEHAX MPUIILUINA B JBUKE-
HHE, XOTs1 He ObLJIO HU BETPa, HU MHOTO MCTOYHHUKA [IBMKEHUS.

OH norén.

Tenepb OH cTynas no Boge. MeasieHHOM, JieIsTHOM, OHA TMOJ-
HUMAJIACh €MY T10 HIUKOJIOTKY, U KaX/IbI{ [Iar OT3bIBAJICS TUXUM
BCIUICCKOM, pa3JieTaBIIMMCS B TEMHOTe, Kak Meénot. Boga ObI-
Jla YEpHOM, KaK JIeTOTh, KaK YepHWIa, KaK cama HOYb, CTYCTHB-
masca 70 KUAKoro cocrostHusa. OHa oOKHraja XojJoJ0M CKBO3b
KOXY Caror, 1 OXOTHUK YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK CTBIHYT MaJIbIIbl, KaK



HEMEIOT UKPBI.

CteHbl Cy3WINCh, M1 BCKOPE OH Kacajcs uX IUIeYaMu — Ka-
MeHb OBLT BJIAKHBIM, CKOJIB3KMM, XOJIOIHBIM, KaK KOXa MepTBe-
ua. [Tpoxoa nemwisi, onyckasics BCE HUKE, U3BUBAJICS, KaK KHUIII-
Ka HEeBEJIOMOTO UYJOBUIIA, TIOKAa He 0O0OPBAJICS y YEPHOTO MPO-
BaJIa, U3 KOTOPOT'O TSAHYJIO CKBO3HSIKOM — HET, HE CKBOZHSIKOM.
IpixanreM. PoBHBIM, TmyO0oKuM, JeasHbiM. OHO Kacajaoch €ro
JIMIIA, KaK He3pUMasi JIaJJOHb, KaK MTPUKOCHOBEHUE I'y0, KOTOPBIX
HE BUIHO, U OXOTHUK 3aMEP, Y3HAB 3TOT XOJIO,.

Tako¥ e OblT y Heé Ha Koxe. Takoil e ObUT B e€ Tolenye.

OHn BcioMHuI TO yTpO. PacceeT TONbKO 3aHUMAJICS, M TyMaH
cmIazcs Hajl MOCTOBOM, KakK JIbIXaHKe crsuiero ropoaa. OHa cro-
sjla 'y OKHa, 060casi, B 9TOM k€ TEMHOM IUIaThe, U CMOTpE/a Ha
HETO Tak, CJIOBHO ITpoIlajiack HaBcerga. Torna oH nogymail, 4ro
3TO €My IMOKa3aJI0Ch. YTO 3TO MPOCTO Urpa CBETa, YCTAJIOCTb,
YTO-TO eIlE. A Ternepb 3Hajl: OHA ACUCTBUTEIIBHO ITpoIanacs. 1
OH, IJIyIELl, HE MOHSLL.

— 41 3Hau, uTO Haliy TeOs 3/1eCh, — CKa3aJl OH, U Ha ITOT pa3
9X0 BEpHYJIOCh — MHOKECTBOM I'0JIOCOB, CIMBIIIUXCS B OJIMH, Ha-
CMEIIUIMBBIN M JIACKOBBIM OHOBpeMeHHO. OHO OKPYKHUJIO €ro,
BIIOJI37IO B YIIIW, KaK JieisiHAasl BOAA, KaK MIENOT, KOTOPbIA HEBO3-
MOXHO pa300paTh, HO KOTOPHIA HEBO3MOKHO U HTHOPUPOBATH.



— TbI HEe 3HaI, — OTBETUJIa ThMa €€ TOJI0OCOM. — TBbI XOTeJI.

Oma BbllIUIA U3 MPOBAJIA, CJIOBHO MOAHSNACH U3 Bojbl. CJIOB-
HO cama YepHoTa oOpena popmy, CTYCTHIIACH B )KEHCKUU CHITYIT,
¥ 3TOT CWIIYST IMIarHys1 K Hemy. bocasi, B ToM ke TEMHOM I1a-
The, YTO OBLIO HA HEH B KOPUIOPE, HO Terepb OHO JIMILIO K Te-
JIy, MOKpOE, TSIKENOe, OYepunBasi Kakaylo JIMHUIO, KAk bl 13-
ru6. Bosocel paciyIieHsl, ¥ ¢ HUX CTeKaJI Karuiv, pa3ouBasich o
4EPHYIO BOIY, ¥ 3BYK THX Karesb ObUT MOXOX Ha JIaJIEKue Ia-
'y, Ha OMeHue cepla, Ha MociieJHHUE CJI0Ba, KOTOpPbIE He yCTenu
CKa3aTb.

OHa nuia Kk HeMy MEAJIEHHO, HE OTpbIBasi B3MIsAAA, U [JIa3a e€
CBETUJIUCh B TEMHOTE — HE OTPAKEHHBIM CBETOM, 8 CBOUM COO-
CTBEHHBIM, ITYOOKHMM, MTOTYCTOPOHHUM. B 3THX r71a3ax He ObLIO
3pa4yKOB — TOJIBKO JIBe Oe3/I0HHbIE BOPOHKH, 3aTATMBAOIINE B
ceOs1, 1 OXOTHUK TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, KK €ro TSHET K Hel, Kak TOHET
B HEH, KaK PACTBOPSIETCS B 9TOM B3IJISIZE.

— Tot ipumién youts MeHs1? — CIpocuia OHa, OCTAHOBUB-
IIKCh B IIare.

OH He otBeTmI. CMOTpeJT Ha He€, U B IPY/IM Y HETO POCIIO TO,
OT Yero OH Tak Joiro Oexain. Yro yousan B cede, yxos B jeca u
tonu. Yrto BeoKUrall, Kak 3apasy. M Bor — He cmor. Beg, uto ox



JIeJIaJl, BCE 9TH I'OAbl CKUTAHUIA, BCE 9TU 00U, BCE 3T OECCOHHBIE
HOYM TOJ] OTKPBITHIM HEOOM — BCE OBLIO JIMIIIb TIOTBITKON yOe-
’KaTh OT caMoro cebs1, OT ITOH IMyCTOTHI, KOTOPYIO MOIJIA 3amoJI-
HHTb TOJIBKO OHA. OH MOHSLT 3TO ceffiuac, CTosl Mo KOJIEHO B Jie/isl-
HOI1 BOZIE, B TTOI3eMeJIbe, I/ie He ObLIIO HM BPEMEHH, HA HaJIe K L.

— Thl HE cMOXelllb, — TPOIIENTaIa OHA, U TYObI €€ JIPOTrHY-
. — Thl yxe MOW.

On mor. On nomxken 6bu1. Ero pyka nesxana Ha pykosta. OmHo
JBWKEHNE — W KJIIMHOK BCTIOPET TUIIIMHY, 000pBaB BCE pa3oM: U
e€, ¥ 9TOT MOPOK, U 3Ty ClaKyIo 60k roj pédpamu. OH youBan
3a MeHbllee. OH yOuBas 3a ropasno Menbiiee. Ho ceiiuac pyka
He nogHuMaachk. [lanplpl, CKUMaBIIME PYKOSATh, Pa3KalucCh, U
OH TMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK YXO/UT U3 HEro Kakas-To Cujia — HO He
Ta, YTO HYyKHa Ui 005, a Ta, YTO HYKHA, YTOOBI MPOAOJIKATD
TIPUTBOPSITHCS, OYATO OH MOXET JKUTh Oe3 He€.

BMecTo 3T0ro oH NogHsI pyKy M KOCHYJICS €€ JIMLa.

Ona ObL1a x0onmogHoi. Kak Torma, Ha paccere. Kak Bona, 4to
NoJHMMaJach BCE Bhile. Kak neppas v nocieAansasi Houb, KOTO-
PO He TOJKHO OBbLIIO OBITh. XOJIO0]1 3TOT OBLT He MEPTBBIM, HE Jie-
JSIHBIM, @ KaKUM-TO TIOTYCTOPOHHUM, KaK Y KaMHsI, ITPOJIeKaB-
IIer0 BeKa Ha JTHE PEeKH, KaK y 3BE3/, KOTOpbIe CBETAT, HO HE
rpeoT. VI B TO ke BpeMsi B 3TOM X0Jiofie ObLIO YTO-TO KUBOE,



Tpeneuyiiee, Kak miams, KOTOpOe TOPUT, HO HE CKUTaeT.
— Kr0 TBI? — Cripocui1 OH XpHILIO.

— TBost morudesb, — OTBETUJIa OHA TIPOCTO, U YIIBIOHYIACH,
Y B 9TOM YJIBIOKE OBLJIO CTOJIBKO TOCKH, UTO Y HETO MepeXBaTHIIO
ropisio. Tak ynbIOaloTCcs Te, KTO ykKe He KIET craceHus, HO eIné
HajieeTcst Ha 9ydo. Tak ynpIoaroTcs Te, KTO BUJEI CIMIITKOM MHO-
r0, HO BCE €Il€ [IOMHUT, KAKM OBbLI CBET.

On niputsiHyn e€ k cede. Pe3ko, rpy0o, Kak aepxkart najaroie-
ro ¢ oOpbIBa, KaKk XBaTalOT TOTO, KOro OOSATCS MOTEPSATh HABCE-
riaa. OHa He BOCIPOTUBWIIACH — TOAAJIACh HABCTpeuy, 00XBaTH-
JIa ero LIeIo JIeASHbIMU pyKaMu, IPUKajlach BCEM TEJIOM, U ThMa
BOKPYTI HUX COMKHYJIACh, 3allleNTaja, 3aCTOHAA ThICSUYel royo-
COB. DTH rojioca ObLIH MOBCIOAY — B CTEHaX, B BOJIE, B BO3/yXeE,
B €ro COOCTBEHHOM rojioBe. OHU MIeNnTaiu o JI0OBU U O CMEPTH,
0 BEYHOCTH 1 O TJIEHE, O TOM, YTO OBUIO U Yero He OyJeT HUKO-
I71a, 1 OXOTHUK He MOT pa3o0paTh, I1ie 3aKaHUIMBAIOTCS €€ CJI0Ba
Y HAYMHAIOTCS €r0 COOCTBEHHbIE MBICITH.

— 41 He Mory yiTH, — BBIJOXHYJAa OHA eMy B ryObl. — 1
npuBsizaHa kK 3romy Mecty. K nonzemensio. K ropoay. K tenu,
YTO MHUTAETCSI MHOU. I — 4YacTh 3TOM TbMBI, 1 — €€ rojoc, €€
r1a3a, e€ pyku. 1 He MOry MOKMHYTb 3TU CTEHbI, HE MOT'Y BBIMTH
Ha CBET, HE MOT'Y YMEPETh, KaK YMUPAIOT JIIOIU.



— Torna s ocraHychb.
— Tl yMmpéEllb.
— Ilycrs.

Omna 3amepra, OTCTpaHWIACh, BIUISAIBIBASICh B €0 JIULO Tak,
CJIOBHO BHjieNa BriepBbie. B TEMHBIX 171a3ax OJIeCHYJIO YTO-TO —
HE TO CJIE3bI, He TO OTOJIECK TAJIEKOTO, yXke HECYIIEeCTBYIOIIETO
cBera. D10 ObLIO TaK HEOXMJAHHO, TaK MO-YEJIOBEYECKH, YTO
OXOTHUK B31porHyi. OH Bujen B e€ ra3ax He Oe3/1Hy, He TbMY,
a oTpakeHue ce0s1 CaMOro — yCTajioro, U3HOIIEHHOT0, HO eIé
KHUBOTO, €I¢ COCOOHOTO Ha YTO-TO, KPOMEe HEHABHUCTH U OOSI.

— ThI mIyTIBINA, CEBEPHBIN OXOTHUK, — MIPOrOBOPHIIA OHA TH-
x0. — ['mymiblid, claBHbINI, MOIA.

N nouenosana ero. B 3tor pa3 — mno-HacrosameMy. He kak
YTPEHHUI MpU3paK, MpUIIeAni u3 TymaHa. He kak urpa, He
Kak 0OMaH, He KaKk MOPOK, TPU3BAHHBIN COUTD €r0 C MyTH. A Kak
JKEHINMHA, KOTOPast CIIMIITKOM JIONro xaa. [lornemyi Obu tes-
HBIM U OOKHUTAIONIMM OJIHOBPEMEHHO, U OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaKk
€ro cepiie — CTapoe, U3HOIIEHHOE, 3a1aTAHHOe — CKUMAETCs
U PBETCSA, ¥ YTO-TO B HEM JIoMaeTcsi 6e3B03BpaTHO. ITO OBUT KO-
Hell ¥ HaYaJIo OJJHOBPEMEHHO, CMEPTh U POXKJICHHe, MajeHue B



Oe3/1Hy 1 B3JIET K BEpIIIMHE, U OXOTHUK HE MOT MOHSATH, TJIe OJHO
MIEPEXOAUT B APYroe, Aa U He XOTes noHuMaTh. OH IpPOCTO OT-
JaJICsl 3TOMY YyBCTBY, TIO3BOJIMJI €MY TOTJIOTUTD ce0s1, Kak BOa
TIOTJIONIAaeT KaMeHb, OpPOIIIEHHBIN B OMYT.

Bona nogHanace Beiue. Minu 310 OH onyctuwica Huxe. Tema
00bsiIa UX, M B HEW OHU CTAJIM OJHUM — JBYMSI TeJlaMH, CILje-
TEHHLIMHM B XOJIOJHOM, OOJIE3HEHHOM, HEBO3MOKHOM OOBSITHH.
OHa menrana emy 4TO-TO Ha HEBEIOMOM fI3bIKE, U OH HE IOHU-
MaJl CJIOB, HO IOHMMAJI CMBICJI, TOHUMAJI CEPALIEM, HYyTPOM, TOX
YacThIO JIyIlId, O KOTOPOM HE 3HaJ paHbIIIE.

OH 4yyBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro MOKUIaeT Terio, KaK XOJIO/ MTPOHU-
KaeT B KOCTH, B KPOBb, B CAMYIO CyTh, HO €My ObLJIO BCE PaBHO.
OH Obu1 TaM, e xotes1 ObITh. C TOW, KOro UCKaJI BCIO )KU3Hb, CaM
TOrO HE 3Has.

I'ne-to0 manexko HaBepxy, B MPOCHINAKIIEMCA TOPOIAE, Yachl
poOWIM He4YToO HeBHsITHOe. HacTtymasno yTpo, U ropoj cTpsixu-
BaJI ¢ ce0s1 OCTaTKY CHA, W JIIOJV BHIXOMJIN Ha YJIUIIBI, HE 3Hasl, He
BeZasi, UTO TBOPUTCS Y HUX 1o Horamu. Ho 31eck, non 3eMiéi,
BpeMeHH He ObL10. bbii Tonbko oHM. U 3Ta TskEnasi, Kak Mo-
TUIbHAS TUTUTA, U OJTHOBPEMEHHO HEBBIHOCUMO KHBasl JTIOOOBb.

OH He 3HaJ1, CKOJIBKO MPOIILIO BpEMEHN — MHUHYTBI, Yachl, Be-
Ka. Bpemst 31ech ObIIIO TaKMM ke 3bI0KMM, KaK CBET €ro JIoropa-



fomero ¢akena. OH epxan e€, a OHa Jiepkajia ero, u TbMa BO-
KpYT HUX ObLJIa HE BParom, a KOJbIOebio, He MOTHIION, & TIOMOM.
W B 3TOM JI0ME, T/I€ HE ObLIO HU CTEH, HU MIOTOJIKA, HU I10J1a, OHU
OBLJIM OJHU — U BMECTE.

Korna oH ouHyJICcsI — ecim 3T0 ObUIO MpoOyKaeHne, — e€ He
6b110. TOBKO BOZIA BOKPYT HETO, 110 TPY/Ib, YEPHAS U CTIOKOWHAS,
Kak oMyT. M TOHKMII 3anax NOJIBIHY, TOBUCHIMI B Bo3ayxe. [ ie-
TO B TEMHOTE €lI€ 3BY4aIo X0 €€ IbIXaHus1, WM EMY 3TO TOJIbKO
Kazanock. Paken JaBHO morac, HO ThMa OOJIBIIE HE MyTrasia ero.
Oma cTajia 3HAKOMOW, [IOYTH POJHOM, KaK CTapas paHa, KoTopasi
00T, HO yXKe He IPUUMHSIET CTpaJaHuil.

— BosBpaiaicsa HaBepX, OXOTHHK, — pa3jaycs €€ roiaoc
U3 TEMHOTBI, MATKUH, KaK IajeHue Jucra. — Bosspamiaics u
TIOMHH.

OH 3aKkpbL1 M1a3a.
Ho yxonuts He crai.

[Torom, crrycTs rozpl, KTO-TO U3 CTPaKHUKOB KJISUICS, YTO BU-
JeJ1 B [TOJ3EMEIIBE IBOMX: OXOTHUKA C CEIbIMUA BOJIOCAMM U JKEH-
IIMHY B MOKPOM I1athe. OHU IIUTH 10 YEPHOU BOJE pyKa 00 py-
Ky, He pasroBapuBasi. 1l He ObLJIO B HUX HUYETO OT KuBbIX. U He
ObUIO B HUX HUYEro oT MEPTBHIX. OHU OBUTH YEM-TO TPETHUM,



YyeM-TO, UTO HE UMEeEeT Ha3BaHUsI U He TToAaaéTcs onucanun. OHu
HE CMOTPEJIU 110 CTOPOHAM, HE OT3bIBAJIMCh HA OKPUKH, HE 3aMe-
yaii HU (paKesIoB, HU Meder, HU KpecToB. OHU MPOCTO MU —
MeIJICHHO, HEOTBPaTHMO, Kak cama cyap0a, — M BOJA TOJ MX
HOI'AaMU HE PacXOAWIACh KPyramu.

Nx Bunenu u B gpyrux mecrax. Ha crapom mocry, rae tyman
TI0 yTpaM CIyckaeTcs ¢ Top. B 3a0poliieHHoi YacoBHe, I7ie 1aB-
HO He cplmam MoiuTB. Ha Gepery pekw, riae Boma yépHasi, Kak
JEroTh, U XOJIOHAs, KaK €€ nouenyil. M kaxapii, KTo BCTpevat
MX, PACCKa3bIBAI OAHO U TO KE€: OHU IIJIM PAIOM, HE TOBOPS HU
CJIOBa, U CMOTPEJIU TOJIBKO JPYT Ha Jpyra, ¥ He ObLIO B HUX HU-
Yero OT TeX, KOro Mbl Ha3bIBAEM KMBBIMH, Y HE ObLIO HUYETO OT
TE€X, KOr'O Mbl HA3bIBAEM MEPTBBIMM.

A HaBepxy, B KaOMHEeTe HAMECTHHKA, Ha CTOJIe JIe)Kajla HUKEM
HE TPOHYTas1, HO BJIPYT OCHITMIABIIASCS B MPaX CTAPUHHAS [1€YaTh.
W nmaxyo oT He€ NOJBIHBIO U CBIPOUM 3eMJIEN. U1 CKOJIBKO €€ HU CO-
Oupanu, CKOJIBKO HU MBITAIUCH CKJIEUTh, OHA PACCHINANIACH CHO-
Ba, Kak OyATO camMo BpeMsl OTKa3aJoch OT HeE, Kak OyATo OHa
NpUHAJIeKATA yKe He STOMY MUPY.

A emm€ roBopsIT, Y4TO MO HOYaM B TIOJ3EMEJTbe CIIBIIICH MIEMOT.
JlBa romnoca, ciuBatompecs: B oquH. OHM TOBOPAT O YEM-TO, HO
CJIOB He pa30o0path. U syuliie He mbITaThCsl UX pa3ooparh, MOTo-
My YTO TOT, KTO YCJIBIIIUT U TIONMET, y’Ke HUKOI/Ia He CMOXET



KUTH Kak mpexae. OH Oyaer XoauTh o yIuiam, padoTarh, pas-
TOBApUBATH C JIIOJIBMU, HO MBICTH €10 OyIyT TaM, BHU3Y, B TEM-
HOTe, TJIe IBOe UIYT pyKa 00 pyKy Io YEpHOU BOJIE.

Dra rctopus He o uyaoBwuie. OHa O TOM, KaK JIIOOOBb CTAHO-
BUTCsI OE3THOM, ¥ O TOM, KTO Pelil B He€ marayThb. M o Tom, uro
WHOTJIA CIIACEHUE — 3TO HE CBET, @ TOTOBHOCTb YTOHYTh BMECTE.

OH ocrascH.

He noromy, uro He Mmor yitu. He nmotomy, 4to Tbma aepika-
JIa €ro, BLENMBIIUCH B JIOABDKKY HEBUAUMBIMU pykamu. He no-
TOMY, YTO MIOJI3eMeNibe He BhiycKano. OHO, HA000pOT, ABIIIATIO
€My B CIIMHY, TOATAJIKMABAJIO K BBIXOY, HAIIENThIBANIO: «CTynau,
noka xuB». Ho oH He nBunHynca. CTosm no rpyap B YEPHOU BO-
e, ¥ BojIa 9Ta OblIa TEIJION, Kak CIE3bl, U TSKENOM, KaK BUHA.
dakes JaBHO yrac — He 3alluIes, He 3aJbIMUJI, POCTO Nepe-
CTaJl FopeTh, OYATO CaM UCITYTaJICsl TOTO, YTO 3AECh MPOU3O0IILIO.
A OXOTHUK BCE CTOslJI, U BOKPYT HET'O CMBIKQJIACh TUILIMHA, HO HE
BpaxJeOHas, He XUIHAsl, a TUIIMHA oxuaaHus. CJI0BHO camo
NIO/I3EMEJIbE 3aTanJI0 AbIXAHUE U 5KAJI0, YTO OH CHEJIAET AajIblIe.

OH He 3Haj, CKOJBbKO MPOILIO BpeMeHUu. MokeT, MUHYTHI.
MoxeT, nau. Bo TbMe BpeMs He Te4éT, OHO HaOyxaeT, Kak THOM-
Hasl paHa, ¥ JIONaeTcsl BHE3AIHO, OCTaBJIsAs TOclie ceOsl MyCTOTY
¥ 3BOH B ymiax. OH MOMHUJI TOJIBKO e€ TyObl — JiefAsTHbIe U 00-



JKUTAIoIIYe, U e€ T71a3a, B KOTOPBIX OTPakajoch HEUTO JpeBHEe,
roJIofHOE, u3My4eHHoe. OHa MoIeioBaia ero, a MoToM YIUIA.
He pactBopuiack, He pacrasiia, a IpocTo ylilla B TEMHOTY, OCTa-
BUB TOCJIe ce0s1 STOT MPOKJIATHIN 3arax MOJbIHMA, KOTOPBIA Te-
NIEPb BBEJICA B €T0 KOXKY, B HO3JPH, B CaMy TKaHb JIETKUX. 1 oH
TIOHSLT: CKOJIBKO ObI OH HU TIPOXKWJI, STOT 3aIlax OCTAaHETCs C HUM
JIO KOHIIA.

OH BBIOpaJICs U3 BOBL. DTO OBUIO TPYAHO — HE ITOTOMY, UTO
TeJ10 0cnadIio, a MOTOMY, YTO BOJIA He XOTella ero oTmyckars. OHa
oOHMMaJIa ero, Kak JioOOBHUIIA, TIEHUBO M HACTOMUYMBO, LIEILJIS-
Jlach 3a OJIEXK1Y, 3a CANory, 3a Kax il mar. Ho oH ynpsamo men
BIIEPEN, HE 3Has, Kya MeHHO. [IpocTo mén, noTomMy 4to CTOsATh
ObUIO HEBO3MOKHO.

[Nonzemenbe uamenuock. IIpexae oHO ObLIO MPOCTO J1adu-
PUHTOM U3 MOKPOTO KaMHsl M 'HUIOLIIMX KOPHEN — TENeph ke
CTaJI0 4eM-TO kUBBbIM. CTeHs! aplany. C oTosKa Karnaso He BO-
JIOM, a YEM-TO TI'YCTBIM, BA3KUM, C METAJUIMYECKUM ITPUBKYCOM.
B TeMHOTe TO U €10 MeJbKalu TeHU — OBbICTpble, I0PKHE, KaK
YCKOJIb3aoue MbICU. OXOTHHMK 3HAJ: 3TO HE TBapU. DTO BOC-
nomuHaaus. E€. Yyxue. OOpbIBKY Ubeii-TO )KU3HH, 3aCTPSIBIIUEC
B 9TOM MECTE, KaK MyXU B SHTape.

OH Buen ux KpaeM riaza: (purypsl, *Kecrtol, Juia. BoT xeH-
mHa OSKUT TI0 KOPHUIOPY, MOAXBATUB TONON, U cMeéTcs. Bor



MYKYMHA MTOJIHUMAET KyOOK, ¥ BUHO JILETCS uepe3 Kpai. Bot pe-
OEHOK, OOCOI U TPSA3HBIA, CMOTPUT Ha HEro ¢ ykopom. Bce onm
ObLIM 3/1€Ch, BCE — IUIEHHUKM 3TOr0 MeCTa, Bce — 4YacTh €.
Wi oHa Obuta yacTeio ux. OXOTHUK He pazoupascs. OH npocTo
IIEN, ¥ C KQKABIM IIarOM €ro coOCTBEHHAsI )KU3Hb Ka3alach eMy
BCE Oosiee uykoil, BCE Oonee Manekoid, Kak COH, YBUICHHBIN B
JIETCTBE.

OH BBILLIEN K PEKE.

IMox 3eMUIEi, B caMOM cepjilie KaMEeHHOM TOJIIIH, TeKJIa peKa
— mmpokasi, y€pHasi, OecirymHasi. OHa He Oypimia, He Tuiec-
KaJiach, a TeKJia BEJIMYaBO, KaK caMo BPeMsI, H IO e€ MOBEPXHO-
CTH CKOJIL3WIM OJIeIHbIE OTOJIECKH, XOTs CBETA 34ECh HE OBLIO.
OXOTHUK OIYCTUJICS HA KOJIEHH Y KPOMKH U BCMOTPEJICSI B BOY.
OTTyza Ha Hero IsIHYJIO JIUIIO — He ero. JIpyroe. Mosnozoe, u3-
MOXJIEHHOE, C TEMHBIMH IJIa3aMH, B KOTOPBIX HE OBLIO HU CTpa-
Xa, HU Hagex1pl. OH MOPTHYII, U JIMIIO KCYE3JI0, OCTABUB TOJIHKO
psI0b.

OH ces Ha KaMeHb. XOJIOIHbIA, MOKPBIU, IIOPOCIINI YEM-TO
ckm3kuM. [lomoxui Med Ha KOJIEHU U 3aKpbUl Tia3a. EMy He
XOTeJIOCh HU €CTh, HU MUTb, HU JIBIIIATh. EMY XOTE/IOCh TOJIBKO
OJJHOrO — YTOOBI OHa BepHyJach. UToObl CHOBAa KOCHYJIAChH €TO.
YToObl CHOBA TOT HEBO3MOXHBINA XOJIOM, OT KOTOPOTO BHYTPU
BCE cxkmmaeTcs u pBETCsAa. OH MOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO Oe3ymue, HO



6e3ymue ObLJIO €JUHCTBEHHBIM, UTO OCTAJIOCh €MY 3/I€Ch, B 3TOM
MUDE, I1ie BCE OCTAIBHOE YTPATHIIO CMBICIL.

U ona BepHyJach.

He cpasy. CHayana oH yciblmai e€ marn — JErkue, 0ockle,
10 MOKpoMy KaMHI0. [ToTom nouyBcTBOBaJI €€ 3anax — yke He
TIOJIBIHB, @ YTO-TO JIPYTO€, TEIJIOE, TOPbKOBATOE, KaK JIbIM OT Cbl-
pbIX 1poB. OTKpbUI 1a3a. OHa CTOsIA 110 Ty CTOPOHY PEKH, Ha
IIPOTUBOIMOJIOKHOM Oepery, U cMoTpesia Ha Hero. Teneppb B Heit
He OBUIO HUYEro OT yTpeHHero npu3paka. OHa Obliia HACTOSIIIEH.
Cnmnikom Hacrosuien. JKeHImHa U3 TIOTH U KPOBH, C MOKPBI-
MU TOCJIE MOA3EMHOM CBIPOCTU BOJIOCAMM, C MOTPECKABIIMMM-
cs1 rybaMu ¥ CHHSIKaMu 1071 Tla3aMu. B mpoctom cepom 1iatke,
6ocas, ¢ pyKamu, UCTIAaYKaHHBIMU B YEM-TO TEMHOM.

— To1 He ymén, — cka3zana oHa.
— Her.

— HamnpacHo.

— Bo3MokHO.

Ona nomonmyasia. Peka Mexay HAUMM TEKJa HECJBIIIHO, U B
9TOM MOJTYaHHUH OBbLJIO OOJIBIIE CJIOB, YEM B ThICSIUE Pa3rOBOPOB.



— Mens# 30ByT Jiipa, — npousHecaa oHa HakoHel. — Ko-
I71a-TO Y MeHs ObLIO APYroe UMsi, HO 51 ero 3a0buia.

— Memns 30ByT KaiiH, — OTBETUJI OH.

— Kaiin, — noBTopmia oHa, mpodys UMsi Ha BKYC. — ITO
MMs C CEeBEPA.

— Jla.

Ona OITYCTWJIACb HA KOPTOYKHU Y BOZbI, ITPOBEJIA 110 HeW IMaJib-
naMu. Peka oro3Banach 1Erkum CBCUYCHHEM, 1 OXOTHUK YBUIECII,
KaK "3 FJIY6I/IHI>I BCILJIBIBAIOT 6J'I€,Z[HLIC, MOJIYIPO3pavYHbIC IBETHI
— HC TO KYBIIMHKHU, HC TO IIPU3PAKU LIBCTOB, paCIlyCTUBIINECCA
OT eé ITPUKOCHOBCHUA.

— 3Haelllb, 4TO 3TO 3a peKa? — CIpocuyia OHa, HE MOJHUMAs
J1as.

— Her.

— 9710 peka MEPTBLIX. [1o Hel yxoaAT Te, KTO He HAIEN Mo-
kosl. OHM IUIBIBYT Ha JIHE, NIOJ, CaMOM IOBEPXHOCTBIO, W KAYT,
KOIZIa UX MTO30BYT.



— Tho1 ux 3Basia?
— 3BaJsia. Korga ObU10 HEBBIHOCHMO.

OH nopHsCs, NOIOIIEN K KpoMmKke. Peka fpliiana, u oT Hee
MaxXJIO CHIPOU 3€MJIEM U YEM-TO CJIQJIKOBAThIM, KaK OT THUIOIINX
S010K. D¥ipa BcE emg cuzena Ha ToM Oepery, U MeXay HUMH
OblIa TOJIBKO 3TAa Boja — 4YEpHas1, Oe3MOJIBHAS, HATIOJHEHHAS
MEPTBBIMU.

— 4 yOun mHorux, — ckasain oH. — Ho Hukoraa He gyman
0 TOM, Kyaa OHM yxomat. Terepp BUKy. DTa peka BeAET UX B
HUKY/IA.

— Her, — nokayasia ona roinoBoii. — OHa BeJ€T ux B 3a0Be-
Hue. MHorma To syyrie, 4em MOKOWM.

OH cMoTpen Ha He€ W YYBCTBOBAJ, KaK BHYTPH HETrO 3peeT
YTO-TO TEMHOE, OCTpOe, Kak 3aHo3a. OH XOTeJ CHpOCUTh €€ O
IJIABHOM — O TOM, TIOYEMYy OHA TMpHIIUIa K HEMy Ha paccBere,
ToyeMy sIBUJIach He YOMBaTh, a JIacKaTh, OYeMy e€ Koxa Oblia
XOJIO[JHA, & TYOBl — TOPSTYM, TOYEMY OHa CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero Tak,
OynTo 3HaNa ero Thicsvy JieT. Ho cioBa 3acTpeBanu B ropiie, Kak
kocT. OH CTOSUT ¥ CMOTPEJI, U B 3TOM B3IJIsijie ObLIO BCE, UTO OH
HE MOT' CKa3arh.



Omna noHsa.

— 41 He BBHIOMpaIa TeOs, — MPOrOBOPWIIA OHA TUXO. — Thl
cam MeH# BeiOpast. Emé 0 Toro, kak npuimen B 3ToT ropof. Eme
JI0 TOTO, Kak poauics. Mul cBsa3anbl, Kaiin. Tel u 5. He cmyuaitHo
Thl OKa3aiics B «Ilop mykoun». He cayyaitHo ynoxun Tpoux. He
CJTy4aiiHO MOW OTeIl OTITPABMII TeOs Cloa.

— Tsow orerr 3HaeT?

— OH 3Haer, 4To 5 371ech. UTO 51 He Ta, KeM NpUTBOpsiiock. Ho
OH HE 3HAeT, YTo 1 — 3710 1. OH yMaeT, 5 IJIeHHUIA Mo13eMe-
JIbsI, KePTBa, KOTOPYIO OH HE MOXeT 0cBOOOIUTh. OH He MOHU-
MaeT, 4To 5 U eCTh noazemesibe. Uto 3Tu creHsl — Mou peEdpa,
a peka — MOs1 KpPOBb.

OxorHMK B3aporHya. OH CiblIag O TaKMUX CYyIIECTBAX —
HEYNCTh, YTO CTAHOBUTCSA MECTOM, B KOTOpoe mnoceynacs. Ho
HUKOTJa He BepuJsl. i He XOTen BEpUTb.

— Tbl — TBapb? — CIPOCUII OH, U T'OJIOC €r0 MPO3BYyYall IITy-
X0, KaK yJap KyJlaka B CTEHY.

— 1 — Diipa, — oTBeTUIa OHa npocto. — TBapy — 310 TO,
4yTO BO MHE. OHO CIUT, HO MPOCHINIAETCS, Korja s 370ch. Mim
Korja Jo0sIio.



— Iloatomy THI HE MOXeUb yuTn?

— IMoatomy 51 He gomkHA MIOOUTH. JIIDOOBL OYIUT ero. A Ko-
I71a OHO TIPOCHITIAETCH, 5 TIepecTaro ObITh COOO.

On 3amonyan. [ne-To Bianeke, B IIyOUMHE MOA3EMeIbsl, TO-
CITBIINIANICS HU3KUH, YTpOOHbIH ryn. Peka momwia psoblo, u 11Be-
THI-TIPU3PAKU 3aPOKAJIM, KaK OT TOA3EMHOro TOMYKa. Dipa
MO/HSIACh, M OXOTHHMK YBHJEN, KaKk €€ IJlaza Ha MTHOBEHUE
BCIIBIXHYJTH QJIBIM, YTOOBI TYT JK€ CHOBA CTaTh TEMHBIMHM, O€3/10H-
HBIMH.
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