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XOTuTe YMTaTh KJIACCUKY Ha aHTJIMICKOM, HO OOUTECH, UYTO HE TIOMMETE HU cioBa?
Ota KHUTA — JJIsI TeX, KTO Y4uT s3bIK. [lociie Kaxkaoro mpeajiokeHus cpaszy uaet
pycckuii iepeBofl. Bbl mpocTo untaeTe yBiieKaTeIbHBINA TEKCT U TYT ke MOHUMAaeTe
cMbicit. CroBa 3aoMHUHAIOTCS caMi, 6e3 3yOpExKU U croBaps.«JBaaiaTh ThCSY
JIbe 107 Bojioi» — poMaH JKiosis1 BepHa, KOTOpBI 3aXBaThIBaeT C MIEPBHIX CTPAHHUIL.
TauncTBeHHBIN KanuTaH Hemo, monBoaHbIi Kopadib «HayTuinyc» 1 HeBepOosTHbIE
MPUKJTIOUEHUS He IaAyT OTOPBAThCS OT UYTEHUs. A 3HAKOMBIN CI0XKET IIOMOTaeT
MO3TY YrablBaTh HE3HAKOMBIE CJI0Ba 0e3 c/ioBapsi. XOTUTE TOJIbKO MOHUMATh
HAIUCAaHHOE — YUTalTe Mpo ceOs. XOTUTE CIBIIATh pedb U TOBOPUTH OErio —
YUTafTe BCIYX: UMEHHO Tak (popMUPYETCsl MPOU3HOIIEHUE U YXOIUT SI3bIKOBON
Oapbep.A eciii KTO-TO CKaXeT, 4To 6e3 rpaMMaTuKy He 3arOBOPUTh, HATIOMHUTE:
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XK. BepH. «/IBaanaTh THICSY Jibe MO/ BOIOW. AHIJIO-PyCCKast OVITHHTBA»

XOTUTE YUTATh KJIACCHKY Ha aHTJIMIICKOM, HO OOMTECh, UTO HE MOUMETE HU cJIoBa?

Ota KHUTA — IJIs TeX, KTO Y4uT si3bIK. [locie KakIoro MpemyiokeHus: cpa3y UAET pycCKUil
niepeBoll. Bel pocTo unTaeTe yBieKaTeIbHBIN TEKCT U TYT ke MoHuMaeTe cMbici. ClioBa 3arioMuHa-
I0TCS1 caMu, Oe3 3yOpEXKKH U CIIOBapsl.

«JIBaLiaTh THICSY Jibe MO BOIOW» — poMaH 7Kionst BepHa, KOTOpbIiA 3aXBaThIBAET C MEPBBIX
crpanuil. TanHcTBeHHBIN KaruTad Hemo, monBoaHsiil Kopadib «HayTuiyc» 1 HeBepOsITHbIE IIPUKITIO-
YeHUsI He JaJIyT OTOPBAThCS OT YTEHHUs. A 3HAKOMBIN CIOKET TIOMOTaeT MO3TY YTa/IbIBaTh HE3HAKOMBIE
cioBa 6e3 cioBaps.

XOTUTE TOJNBKO MOHUMATh HAIMCAHHOE — YUTalTe Tpo cedst. XOTUTE CIIBIIIATh Pedb U FOBO-
pUTh OErjao — YHUTaiiTe BCIyX: UMEHHO Tak (pOpMHUpPYETCSl TMPOW3HOIIEHUE W YXOAWT SI3BIKOBOM
Oapbep.

A ecnu KTO-TO CKakeT, 4To 0e3 rpaMMaTHKH He 3arOBOPUTh, HATIOMHUTE: TIO-PYCCKU MBI BCE
3arOBOPUIIM 3aJI0JITO JI0 TOTO, KaK Y3HAJIM, UTO «XKU» U «IIIW» MUIITYTCS ¢ OYKBOM «H».

© Cawmoiinos A.T'., 2026r.

Jules Verne Kions Bepn
Twenty thousand leagues under the sea JIBaaiath ThICSY Jib€ MO BOIOU

Part One Yacrtb nepBas

Chapter One I'maBa nepsast

Floating Reef ITnaBatommii pud

The year 1866 was marked by an amazing and inexplicable phenomenon, which is probably
still remembered by many. 1866 ron o3HaMeHOBAJICSA YAVUBUTEILHBIM M HEOOBSICHUMBIM SIBJICHHEM,
KOTOpOE, BEPOSITHO, elle MHOruM naMsTHo. It greatly excited the inhabitants of the coastal cities,
greatly excited the minds of the continental states, and especially alarmed the sailors. OHO KpaiiHe
B3BOJIHOBAJIO JKHTEJIeW MPUMOPCKUX TOPOJIOB, CUJIbHO BO30OY/AMIIO YMBI B KOHTUHEHTAJILHBIX TOCYap-
CTBax M 0COOEHHO BCTPEBOXKMIIO MOpsIKOB. Merchants and shipowners, captains of merchant ships and
warships, naval officers, skippers and mechanics both in Europe and America, and the governments
of various states — all were highly interested and concerned. Kymps! u cynoBiagesnblibl, KanuTaHbl
TOPIrOBBIX CYJOB M BOSHHBIX KOpaliei, Mopckue oduIlephl, IIKUIephl 1 MEXaHUKU Kak B EBpore,
TaK U B AMepUKe, MPaBUTENILCTBA PA3IMYHBIX TOCYIAPCTB — BCE OBUTH B BBICIIIEH CTETICHU M 3aUHTe-
PECOBaHBI U 03200YCHBI.

The fact is that for some time many ships happened to meet in the sea "something huge",
some long spindle-shaped object that sometimes glowed in the dark and far surpassed the whale in
size and speed of movement. [lesio B TOM, 4TO ¢ HEKOTOPOTO BpeMeHH MHOTUM KOpaOJIsiM CITy4aioch
BCTpeYaTh B MOPE «UTO-TO TPOMAHOE», KAKOW-TO JJTMHHBIN BEPETEHOOOPA3HBI MIPEIMET, KOTOPHIH
MOPOW CBETWJICS] B TEMHOTE U JTAJIEKO TIPEBOCXOIMIT KUTA TI0 pa3MepaM U ObICTPOTE ABHKEHUH.

All the facts relating to these strange occurrences were recorded in the various ship's logs, and
there was little disagreement about the structure of this mysterious object or creature, its incredible
speed, amazing strength of movement, and features. B pa3anuHbIX CyIOBBIX KypHalax 3alvcaHbl
ObUT Bce (DAaKThI, OTHOCHBIIKECS] K 3TUM CTPAaHHBIM IPOUCIIECTBUSIM, U B MOKa3aHHUSAX O CTpOe-
HUM 3TOTO 3araJlOYHoOro MpeaMeTa WK CYIIECTBa, O €r0 HEMMOBEPHOW CKOPOCTH, MOPa3UTETbHOM
CHJIe IBUKEHUN U OCOOEHHOCTSX MoYTH He ObUIo pasHoriacuid. If it was an animal from the order
of whales, then, judging by the descriptions, it was much larger than all the previously known
representatives of cetaceans. Eciu ato OBLIO XXHUBOTHOE U3 OoTpsila KUTOB, TO, CYIs MO ONHMCAHUAM,
OHO OBLIO rOpa3Io OOJIbIIE BCEX JIOHBIHE M3BECTHBIX MpecTaBuTeliel kutooOpasHeix. Neither Cuvier,
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Lacepede, Dumeril, or Quatrefage would have believed in the existence of such a monster without
seeing it with their own eyes, that is, with the eyes of scientists. Hu KioBbe, nu Jlacenen, nu diome-
puib, HU Karpdax He nmoBeprii Obl B CyIIECTBOBaHME TOJOOHOTO YyIOBHUINA, HE YBUIIAB €r0 COO-
CTBCHHBIMHU TIJIa3aMH, TO €CTb ITIa3daMU YUYCHBIX.

Keeping to the average values obtained from various observations, not taking into account all
the overly cautious estimates that this strange creature was not more than two hundred feet long, and
also rejecting the obvious exaggerations that it was one mile wide and three miles long, it was still
necessary to assume that it was not a very large object. that this amazing animal, if only it exists,
largely exceeds all the dimensions established by ichthyologists. I[Ipunep:xxuBasich cpeqHUX 3Haue-
HUH, TIOIyYeHHBIX TIPY Pa3IMUHbIX HAOMIONCHUSIX, HE PUHUMAS B pacyeT Bce Yepecuyp OCTOPOXK-
HbIE OLIEHKH, TI0 KOTOPBHIM B 3TOM HETIOHSITHOM CYIIECTBE ObUIO He Oojiee IBYXCOT (pyTOB B AJIMHY, a
TaKXKe OTBEPras ABHBIC IIPECYBCIIMYCHUA, [T0 KOTOPBIM OHO MMEJIO 6yIITO 6LI OJHY MWJIIO B IIMPHUHY U
Tpu B JIMHY, HA10 6]:»UIO BCE-TaKU OOIMYCTUTD, YTO 3TO YAUBUTEIIbLHOC JKMBOTHOEC, €CJIN TOJIBKO OHO
CYILIECTBYET, B 3HAUMTEJILHOW CTETICH! MPEBOCXOIUT BCE Pa3Mephl, YCTAHOBJICHHBIE UXTHOJIOTAMU.

This animal existed — its existence was proved by many facts, and no one, or almost no one,
doubted it. ZKuBoTHOE 3TO CyIIIECTBOBAJIO — CYIIECTBOBAHHUE €T0 ObLJIO JOKA3aHO MHOTUMU (haKTaMHU,
Y HUKTO WJIM MOYTH HUKTO B HeM He coMmHeBasicsi. With the tendency to believe in miracles, which is
so characteristic of the human mind, it is understandable what alarm this extraordinary phenomenon
caused. [Tpu CKJIOHHOCTH BEpUTh B Uyzieca, KOTOpasi TAK CBOMCTBEHHA Y€JIOBEYECKOMY YMY, IOHSITHO,
KaKylo TPEeBOTY IMPOU3BEJIO 3TO HeoObualiHoe siBieHue. Some tried to attribute it to the realm of
fairy tales and fantasies, but in vain... HekoTopsle mbITauch ObUIO OTHECTH €r0 K 00IacTU CKa30K U
(panTazMii, HO HAMPacHoO. ..

On July 20, 1866, the Calcutta and Bernach steamship Havern Higginson encountered this
moving mass five miles east of the coast of Australia. 20 utons 1866 roga napoxon «I'aBepH Xur-
TMHCOH», PUHAJJIeKalni KoMraHuu «KanbkyTTa u bepHax», BCTpETHI 3Ty IBUTAIONIYIOCS Maccy B
MATH MIJISIXK BOCTOKY OT OeperoB ABctpanuu. At first, Captain Becker thought that he had stumbled
upon an unknown underwater rock. B nepByio MuHyTy kanutaH bekep nogymai, 4to HaTKHYJICS Ha
HEU3BECTHYIO NOABOAHYI0 ckaily. He was just about to determine the exact coordinates of this rock,
when suddenly two columns of water burst out of it with terrible force and rose with a whoosh about
a hundred and fifty feet in height. On naxe coOpascs yxe onpeaenuTb TOYHble KOOPAUHATHI STOU
CKaJTbl, KaK BIIPYT U3 HEe BBIPBAJIMCH CO CTPAIITHOW CUJION [1Ba CTOJI0a BOABI ¥ CO CBUCTOM MOTHSIIUCH
¢ytoB Ha monTopacta B Beicoty. There were only two possible hypotheses: either it was a floating
reef on which geysers periodically erupted, or the Havern Higginson was dealing with some hitherto
unknown marine mammal that threw out fountains of water mixed with air and steam from its bow
holes. MoxHO ObIJIO ceIaTh TOIBKO ABA MPEAONOKEHH: WA 3TO ObUT IJIAByYri pud), Ha KOTOPOM
MEPUOANYIECKH N3BEPrasIicCh Tei3epsl, UK «[ aBepH XUTTUHCOH» UMeJ eJI0 C KAKMM-TO JIO CHX TTOp
HEU3BECTHBIM MOPCKMM MJIEKOIMTAIONINM, KOTOPOE BHIOPACHIBAJIO U3 HOCOBBIX OTBEPCTUM (POHTAHBI
BO/Ibl, CMEIIIAHHBIE C BO3JyXOM U TTAPOM.

On July 23 of the same year, a similar phenomenon was noticed in the waters of the Pacific
Ocean from the steamer Cristobal Colon, owned by the West Indies and Pacific Company. 23
MIOJISI TOTO K€ rofa B Bojax TuXoro okeaHa mogoOHOE sIBJIEHWE 3aMeTWIu ¢ mapoxona «Kpucro-
6anp Konon», npuHaanexamniero komnannu «Becr-Maous u Tuxuii okean». It turned out that this
extraordinary animal could move with incredible speed: in three days it passed more than seven
hundred nautical miles separating the points where it was observed by the "Havern Higginson" and
"Cristobal Colon". Oka3anochk, 4To 3T0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE JKUBOTHOE MOTJIO NIEPE/IBUTaThCsl C HEBEPO-
SITHOM CKOPOCTBIO: 3 TPOE CYTOK OHO IPOIILIO 00JIee CEMUCOT MOPCKUX MUJIb, OTAEISIOMIMX ITyHKTHI,
Ha KOTOpbIX HaOmonamu ero «[aBepH Xurruacon» u «Kpucrodans Komon».

Fifteen days later, at two thousand leagues from the last point, the steamers Helvetia, belonging
to the National Company, and Chanon, belonging to the Royal Mail, met in the Atlantic Ocean,
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between America and Europe, and pointed out to each other by signals a sea monster lying in latitude
45 degrees 15' north and 60 degrees35 ' longitude west of the Greenwich meridian. ITsaTHaauaTs
JHEH CIycTs B IBYX ThICSYAX JILEOT MOCIETHEro MyHKTa MapoXobl «I eabBerusi», pHHA/IIeKaIIuil
HarmonansHoit komnanuu, u «I1lanon», npuHagiexamuil «Posiib-Mailii», BCTpeTUIUCh B ATIaHTH-
YEeCKOM OKeaHe, Mexk 1y AMepuKkor 1 EBponoil, ¥ curHaiaMy yka3auu Jpyr Apyry Ha MOPCKOe 9yHo-
BHIIIE, JiekaBiee Ha 45°15” ceBepHo# mupoTsl 1 60°35” MOATOTH K 3araay OT I pUHBUYCKOTO Mepu-
nuaHa.By joint observation, the length of the mammal was estimated to be at least three hundred and
fifty English feet. [Tpu coBMecTHOM HaOmoAeHNN MPUOTUZUTETBHO PACCUUTAIN UTMHY MIIEKOIUTA-
IOLLETO, 110 MEHbIIEN Mepe B TpucTa nsaTbaecAT aHrmickux ¢yrtos. The Helvetia and the Chanon
seemed much smaller than she was, though both were a hundred yards from stem to after stem.
«[empBenus» u «IllaHoH» Ka3amch Topas3o MEHBIIE ero, XOTs 00a UMEeNIU M0 CTO METPOB OT (pop-
mreBHs A0 axrepureBHA.And the largest whales that were found near the Aleutian Islands were not
more than fifty-six meters in length. A camble rpomagHble KUTbI, KOTOPbIE IONAJAIUCh Y AJIEYyTCKU-
XOCTPOBOB, U Te ObUTH He OoJiee MATUAECITH IECTH METPOB B [UIMHY.

These tidings followed one another; then new observations were made from the transatlantic
ship Pereyre; then the collision of the Etna with the monster took place; then a report was drawn up
by the officers of the French frigate Normandie that they had seen this huge animal; very detailed
information was delivered from the Lord Clayda."Commodore Fitzjames' headquarters. 9tu u3Be-
CTHS TIOCTYIIMJIM OJJHO 34 APYTUM; 3aTeM ObUIH C/Ie/IaHbl HOBbIe HaOMIOAeH s ¢ O0pTa TpaHCATIaHTH-
yeckoro kopaois «Ilepeiip»; MOTOM MPOMU30IILIO CTOIKHOBEHHE CyIHA «DTHA» C YyJOBHIIEM; 3aTEM
oduriepamu ppaniry3ckoro pperara «HopmaHaus» ObLT COCTABJICH aKT O TOM, YTO OHHM BUJEJIH 3TO
OIPOMHOE KMBOTHOE; OUYeHb OOCTOSATENIbHBIC CBE/ICHUS ObUTM JOCTaBjieHbl ¢ Oopra «Jlopn Kneriga»
mrrabom kommonopa Puriypkeiimca. All this greatly agitated public opinion. Bee 310 upe3BbyaitHO
B3BOJIHOBaJIO oOIiecTBeHHOe MHeHuMe. In frivolous countries, they only laughed and joked about the
mysterious miracle, but in serious and practical countries — England, America, and Germany — they
were very concerned about it. B cTpaHax, JIerKOMBICIEHHO HACTPOEHHBIX, TOJIBKO MMOJICMEUBAIUCH U
MO/IITYYMBAJTM HAJ| 3araJIOUYHBIM Yy/IOM, HO B CTPaHAX CepPbhe3HBIX M MPAKTHUECKUX — AHITINH, AMe-
puke, ['epMaHny — MM ObLTA CUJIBHO 03200UEHBI.

In all the big cities, the monster was all the rage; it was talked about in coffee shops, mocked in
newspapers, and presented in theaters. Bo Bcex 00oJbIIMX ropojiax 4yoBHIIE BOIILIO B MOAY; O HEM
TOJIKOBJIM B KO(eNHsIX, HaJl HUM TOTEIAINCh B ra3eTax, ero MpejicTapisuiu B Tearpax. Newspaper
ducks laid eggs of various colors. ['a3eTHble yTKM HeCIH sIiilIa BCEBO3MOKHBIX 11BETOB. All periodicals,
for lack of accurate and authentic images, began to show various fantastic giants, ranging from the
white whale, the terrible "Moby Dick" from the Arctic, to the monstrous octopus, which with its
tentacles can entangle a ship of fifty tons and drag it into the abyss of the ocean. Bce nepuonuye-
CKHWe M3/IaHus 32 HEeMMEHUEM TOYHBIX U TMOTMHHBIX N300paKeHUH TIPUHSIIMCH TIOKA3bIBaTh Pa3HBIX
(baHTACTUUECKUX TMTaHTOB, HAYMHAS OT OEJoro KuTa, crpamHoro «Mobu [uka» u3 ApPKTUKH, 0
YYJOBHIITHBIX OCBMUHOTOB, KOTOPbIE CBOMMHU IIyNAJIBIIAMHA MOTYT OIyTaTh CYIHO BOJOU3MEIIEHUEM
MATHISCAT TOHH U YBJIeUb €ro B Oe3/1Hy okeaHa. It even went so far as to dig up ancient manuscripts
and refer to the opinions of Aristotle and Pliny, who admitted the existence of such monsters, to the
Norwegian accounts of Bishop Pontopidan, to the descriptions of Paul Geggeda, and finally to the
reports of Harrington, who claimed that in 1857, while on the deck of the Castillan,he had seen with
his own eyes a huge serpent that had hitherto only visited the waters of the Constitution newspaper.
Jlo11110 1a%Ke 10 TOTO, YTO OTKOMAJIH JPEBHHUE PYKOIMCH U CTAJIM CChIJIATHCS HA MHEHU I A pUCTOTEIS 1
[TnuHMs, KOTOpBIE AOMYCKATN CYIIECTBOBAHUE MOIOOHBIX YYJOBHII], HA HOPBEKCKUE PACCKA3bI CTTH-
ckona ITonronunana, Ha onucanus [1aBna ['errenpl v, HAKOHEL, HA JOHECEHUS XapPUHITOHA, KOTO-
pbiii yTBepkAai, uTo B 1857 romy, Haxonsch Ha nanyoe «Kactuinana»,0H COOCTBEHHBIMU TJ1a3aMU
BUJIEJI TPOMAIHOTO 3Mesl, 10 TOrO BPEMEHU TOCEIIABIIEro TOJIBKO BOIBI ra3eThl « KOHCTUTHIOIIHIT» .
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It was then that the never-ending controversy between scientific societies and scientific journals
— the controversy between believers and non-believers-ignited. TyT-To U 3aropenach HeCKOHYaeMasi
MOJIEMHUKA MEXY YUEHBIMU OOLIECTBAMH M HAYYHBIMU KYPHAJIAMU — MTOJIEMHUKA BEpYIOIIUX C HEBe-
pytoiumu. The question of the monster inflamed all minds. Bonipoc o uynoBuilie BoCIijlaMeHUT BCe
ymbl.Journalists who took science seriously and defended it got into a quarrel with other journalists
who fought back with jokes and puns, and whole streams of ink were spilled in this memorable
campaign; some even paid two or three drops of blood, because because of this "sea snake" opponents
often allowed themselves the most serious attacks. offensive behavior. ’KypHanucTsl, cepbe3HO OTHO-
CHBIIIMECS] K HAyKe W OTCTaMBaBIIIME €€, BCTYNWIN B PAcHpio C APYTUMH XKYPHAIMCTAMHU, KOTOpbIE
OTOMBAINCH OCTPOTAMU M KalamMOypamH, U 1eJible MOTOKM YEPHUJT MPOJIMIIUCH B 9TOH TOCTOMAMSIT-
HOU KaMIIaHUH; HEKOTOPBIE e MOTUIATUIINCH IBYMsI-TPeMs KareJibkaMy KPOBH, IOTOMY YTO U3-32
3TOW «MOPCKOM 3MeM» MPOTUBHUKU HEPEAKO MO3BOMISUTN cebe camble OCKOPOUTEIbHBIE BHIXOAKH.

This war lasted with varying success for six months. BoiiHa 3Ta Jyinnach ¢ nepeMeHHbIM ycIie-
XOM 11eJibiX 1iecTh MecsitieB. The tabloid press responded with inexhaustible ridicule to the scientific
articles of the Brazilian Geographical Institute, the Royal Academy of Sciences in Berlin, the British
Association, the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, and to the irony of the "Indian Archipelago",
and to the arguments of the "Cosmos" of Abbe Moignot, and to the opinions of "Vesti" Peterman,
and to the scientific notes of solid French and foreign authors. foreign magazines. BynbBapHas
npecca OTBevasa HeMCTOLMMBIMU HACMEIIKaMU 1 Ha Hay4yHble CTaTbll Bpa3uibckoro reorpaduye-
CKOTO MHCTUTYTA, BepIMHCKOM KOPOJIEBCKOUM akajieMuu Hayk, bpuraHckoy accoruanuu, BammHr-
TOHCKOro CMHUTCOHOBCKOTO WMHCTHTYTA, U HAa UPOHUI0 «VHAMACKOrO apxurenara», U Ha paccyx-
nennsi «Kocmoca» AOOGara MyaHbo, 1 Ha MHeHHsT «Becteit» [lerepmana, 1 Ha ydeHble 3aMETKH
COJMIHBIX (PPAHITY3CKMX U MHOCTPaHHBIX KypHaIoB. Witty journalists, parodying Linnaeus ' dictum
quoted by opponents of the monster, argued that "nature does not create fools", and implored their
contemporaries not to convince the world otherwise, admitting the existence of improbable sea
monsters, octopuses, snakes, various "moby-dick" and other nonsense of half-mad sailors. Octpoym-
HbIE )KYPHAIUCTHI, TApOIUpys u3peueHue JInHHes, MpuBeIeHHOe MPOTUBHUKAMHY YyIOBHIIA, YTBEpP-
KJAJTH, UTO «IIPUPOZAA HE CO3/1aeT IITYIIOB», U 3aKJIMHAI CBOMX COBPEMEHHUKOB He YOeKIaTh MUD B
MIPOTUBHOM, JIOITyCKas CyIIeCTBOBAHUE HETIPABAOMOAOOHBIX MOPCKUX YyIOBHII, OCbMHHOTOB, 3MEH,
Pa3IMYHBIX «MOOH JUKOB» U MTPOUMX OpeqHe moayrnoMelanHsix MopsikoB. Finally, in a very popular
satirical magazine, the editor-in-chief, a favorite of the public, rushed at the sea wonder like a new
Hippolytus, and gave it a last humorous blow amid bursts of general laughter. Hakonenr B omHOM
OYeHb TMOMYJISIPHOM CaTUPUYECKOM XKypHAJIe TJIABHBIN PEIakTop, JIOOMMeI] IyOIrKH, PUHYICS Ha
MOPCKO€ 4yJ0, KaK HOBbIM Mnmonut, 1 HaHec eMy NocjieJHUI IOMOPUCTUYECKUI y1ap IIPY B3pbIBax
BceoOiero xoxora. Wit overcame science. OcTpoymue modensio HayKy.

At the beginning of 1867, the question of the monster seemed to be buried, when suddenly
new facts began to reach the public. B Hauane 1867 roma Borpoc o 4ygoBuUIlEe, Ka3ajaoch, IOXOPO-
HWIH, KaK BJPYT JI0 CBEICHUs MyOJIMKH CTaId JOXOOUTh HOBbIE (pakThl. And now it was not just an
interesting scientific puzzle, but a serious real danger. M Teneps peus 11u1a He TPOCTO 00 UHTEPECHOM
Hay4HOW 3arajike, a O CEpbe3HOM JeMCTBUTENIbHON onacHocTu. The octopuses and sea snakes were
left alone, and the monster became an island, a rock, a reef, but a reef floating, wandering, elusive.
OCBMHMHOTOB Y MOPCKHUX 3Mel OCTaBUJIM B MOKOE, a YyJOBHIIE PEBPATUIOCH B OCTPOB, CKaJy, pUd,
HO pr TUIABAIOIIUH, OTYK AN, HEYJIOBUMBIH.

On March 5, 1867, the steamer Moravia, belonging to the Montreal Shipping Company, while
at night in latitude 27°30" and longitude 72°15', struck her stern on a rock that was not marked on any
chart of the navigational chart. 5 mapra 1867 roga mapoxon «Mopasua», npuHagiexammii MoHpe-
aJIbCKOM MOPCKO# KOMITAHHMH, HAXOSICh HOUbIO Ha 1mpoTe 27°30” u gonrote 72°15, ynapuicst Kop-
MO} O KaKyIo-TO CKajly, KoTopasi He Oblila 0003HaueHa HA Ha OJHOW ITypMaHckou kapte. The wind
was fair, and the four-hundred-horsepower ship was traveling at sixteen knots, carrying two hundred
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and thirty-seven passengers from Canada. Berep Obu1 OMyTHBIM, ¥ KOpPaOJib MOIIHOCTHIO YeThIpe-
CTa CHJI IIIeJT CO CKOPOCTBIO IIECTHAIIATH Y3JI0B,HA HEM ObLIO JBECTH TPUALIATh CEMb MACCAKUPOB,
kotopeix OH Be3 u3 Kananel. The impact was very strong, and if the hull of the Moravia had not
been sufficiently strong and strong, the ship would undoubtedly have sunk. Ynap Obu1 OueHb CHIICH,
1 He Oy Kopiyc «MopaBua» JOCTATOYHO MPOYHBIM U KPEMKUM, KOpaldiib, 6€3 BCSKOTO COMHEHUS,
rories Obl KO JIHY.

The accident happened at dawn, about five o'clock in the morning. Hecuyactbe cityunsoch Ha
paccBete, OkoJio TiATA YacoB yTpa. The watchmen examined the sea most thoroughly. Baxtennsie
OCMOTpeJI MOpe caMbIM TIaTebHemum oopa3zoM. They saw nothing suspicious, only a large wave
was breaking at a distance of three cables ' length, as if something had greatly disturbed the smooth
surface of the waters. OHM HUYEro MOJO3PUTETBHOIO HE YBUJAIM, TOJBKO HAa PACCTOSIHUU TPEX
Ka0eJIbTOBBIX pa30MBaIach OOJIbIIIAs BOJTHA, KAK OYATO YTO-TO CHJILHO B3BOJIHOBAJIO IVIAIKYIO TIOBEPX-
HocTh Bof. Having established the coordinates, the Moravia continued on its way without obvious
signs of an accident. YcraHoBuB KoopnuHathl, «MopaBra» MPOIOIKUIIA CBOH IMyTh Oe3 SIBHBIX MTPH-
3HAKOB aBapHH.

But what did the steamer run into? Ho Ha 4to e HaTkHyscs napoxoa? On an underwater
rock or on some huge wreckage thrown up by the sea? Ha nmogBonHyio ckainy wiv Ha Kakue-HUOY/Ib
BBIOPOIIIEHHBIE MOPEM I'POMaJIHBIE 00JIOMKH pa3outoro kopadns? No one knew this. Hukro 3toro
He 3Has1. However, on inspection in the dock, it turned out that part of the keel was broken. Onnako
MIPY OCMOTPE B JIOKE OKA3aJIOCh, YTO CJIOMaHa YacCTb KHUJISI.

This incident, which was very important in itself, would soon have been forgotten, as other
important incidents were forgotten, if the same thing had not happened again under the same
conditions three weeks later. ToT cyyJaii, cam o ceGe OUeHb BaKHBIA, ObUT ObI CKOPO 3a0BIT, KaK
ObIBaJTM 3a0BITHI IPYTHE BaKHBIC TIPOUCIIIECTBUS, €CJI ObI TO JKe caMOe CHOBA He IMOBTOPUIJIOCH TIPU
TeX JKe caMbIX ycIoBUsX Tpu Henenu ciycts. The ship that was the victim of a new disaster was flying
the English flag and owned by a large shipping company, so the event was widely publicized. CyaHo,
CTaBIlIee KEPTBOM HOBOW KaracTpodbl, IUIO MOJ aHIIMHACKUM (pIaroM M MPUHAAJIEKAIO KPYITHOW
MapOXOHON KOMITaHWUH, IOITOMY COOBITHE MOTYUYHIIO IMPOKYIO OIJIACKY.

Everyone probably knew the name of the famous English shipowner Cunard. Bcem, Bepo-
SITHO, OBLJIO M3BECTHO MIMSI 3HAMEHWTOrO aHIJIMICKoro cymopnanensia Kionapma. This successful
industrialist established in 1840 a postal service between Liverpool and Halifax by means of three
wooden wheeled vessels of four hundred horsepower and one thousand one hundred and sixty-two
tons displacement. DTOT yIauIMBbIA MPOMBIIUIEHHUK yupenwi B 1840 rogy moutoBoe cooOieHme
mexay Jlueeprynem u [amgakcom ¢ IOMOIIBIO TpeX JepeBSHHBIX KOJECHBIX CYI0B MOITHOCTHIO
YCTBIPECTA JIOIIAAWHLIX CHUJI U BOJOU3ZMCIHICHUEM ThICAYA CTO MICCTHACCAT ABE TOHHBI. Elght years
later, the number of ships was increased by four more ships of six hundred and fifty horsepower and
one thousand eight hundred and twenty tons displacement, and two years later two more ships were
added to them, which exceeded the previous ones in power and capacity. Yepe3 Bocemb JIeT YUCIIO
CYHOB YBEJIMYMJIOCH €llle Ha YeThlpe KOpadiisi MOLTHOCTBHIO IECThCOT MATHAECAT JOMAJUHBIX CUII U
BOJIOM3MEIIIEHHEM ThICSYa BOCEMbCOT JIBA/ILIATh TOHH, a CITYCTs [IBa rofia K HUM NIPUCOEIMHEHbI ObLITH
elrie JBa Cy[aHa, KOTOpble MOIIHOCTBIO M BMECTUMOCTBIO MpeBocxonuiu npexuue. In 1853, Cunard's
company renewed the right to carry express mail and gradually added the ships Arabia, Persia, China,
Scotland, Java, and Russia to its fleet. B 1853 rogy komnanus Kionapia Bo300HOBHMIIA ITPaBO MEPEBO-
3UTh CPOYHYIO TTOUTY Y MOCTETIEHHO NpubaBmiia K cBoel (prioTuimu Kopadiu «ApaBusi», «Ilepcusi»,
«Kwuraii», «llotnangus», «SIBa», «Poccusi».All these vessels were distinguished by their fast speed
and size second only to the famous "Gret-Eastern". Bce 311 cyaa ommyaiuch OBICTPBIM XOIOM U
pasMepaMu yCTynajid TOJIbKO 3HaMeHuToMy «I'per-Hcrepny». In 1867, Cunard's company already
owned twelve ships: eight wheeled and four screw ships. B 1867 rony komnanus Kionapna Bianena
YKE IBCHAAUATbIO KOpa6JIHMI/I: BOCEMbIO KOJIECCHBIMU U YETbIPbMA BUHTOBbIMU.
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I go into such details in order to show more clearly the importance of this shipping company,
which has become world-famous for its accuracy and precision. § Baaloch B Takue MogpOOHOCTH,
XKeJasi sicHee MOKa3aTh 3HaYeHHe 3TO KOMITAHMM MOPCKHX TEePEeBO30K, KOTOpasi CBOEH aKKypaTHO-
CTBI0O U TOYHOCTBIO TIproOpesia MUPOBYIO M3BeCTHOCTh. NO transoceanic navigation enterprise has
been conducted with such skill, and none has been so successful. Hu ogqHo Tpancokeannueckoe HaBu-
ralMOHHOE TIPeIPUATHE HE BEJIOCh C TAKUM YMEHHEM, HU OJJHO HE YBEHUAJIOCh TAKMM ycrieXoM. In
the course of twenty-six years Cunard's ships sailed across the Atlantic Ocean two thousand times,
and all was always well: there was never a case of a ship being late, not even an instance of a letter
being lost. B Teuenue aBaauatu mectu jiet kKopadnu KioHapna neperuisuii ATIaHTHYeCKUI OKeaH JBe
TBHICSIYM Pa3, U BCeraa Bce 00XOAMIOCh OJIaromnoiyyHo: He ObLIO cydasi, 4TOObI CYTHO KOrga-HUOYIb
OI03/1a710, He OBLJIO JIaXke MprUMepa, YToObl Kakoe-HUOYIb MUChbMO 3aTepsiiock. And now, despite the
strong competition of France, passengers prefer the Cunard company to all other companies, as can
be seen from official documents in recent years. I Teneps ele, HeCMOTpPsI Ha CUJIbHYIO KOHKYPEH-
1o PpaHIuK, MACCAKUPBI MPEANOYNTAIOT KoMIanuio KioHapia BceM MpouynuM KOMITAHUSIM, KaK 3TO
BUIHOM3 O(UIMATIBHBIX JIOKYMEHTOB 3a nocieanue rogsl. Taking all this into account, it is easy to
understand what a fuss was made when one of the best steamers of the company had an accident.
HpI/IHI/IMaH BCE€ 2TO BO BHUMAHUE, JICTKO MOXHO ITOHATH, Kakou yM IOJHAJICA, KOTrla ITPUKJIIOYN-
JIOCh HECUACThe C OJHAM M3 CaMbIX JYUIIHX MMApPOXOJ0B KOMITAHUH.

On the 13th of April, 1867, the Scotia was in longitude 15 ° 12" and latitude 45°37'; the sea
was calm and a light breeze was blowing. 13 anpesist 1867 rona «IIlotmanaus» Haxoauiack Ha 15°12°
ponrotel U 45°37 mmpoThl; Mope ObLTO THXOE, Ay HeOobioi Betepok. The thousand-strong ship
was traveling at a speed of more than thirteen knots, its wheels cutting evenly through the waves of the
sea. TricsTuecHIIbHBIA KOpaOITb 1T CO CKOPOCTBIO TPUHAIATH Y3JIOB C JIUIITHUM; KOJIeca ero paBHO-
MepHO paccekaiu Mopckue BoHbI. The vessel had a draft of six meters and seventy centimeters, and
a displacement of six thousand six hundred and twenty-four cubic meters. Ocanaka cyaHa cocraBisiia
IIIECTh METPOB CEMB/IECSIT CAHTUMETPOB, & BOJIOU3MEIIIEHNE PABHSIOCH IIECTH THICSYaMIIIECTUCTaM
JBAIIATH YeThIPeM KyOMUECKUM MeTpaM.

At four-seventeen in the afternoon, the passengers were sitting in the lounge at breakfast. B
YeThIpe yaca CeMHAIIaTh MUHYT MOMOIYIHH MACCAKUPBI CUICIHN B KAIOT-KOMITAHUM 33 3aBTPAKOM.
Suddenly something struck the hull of the ship; the impact, however, did not produce a significant
shock-it fell on the stern behind the left wheel. Bapyr uro-To ygapuiock o kopmyc kopads; yaap,
BIIPOUEM, HE IIPOU3BEJ 3HAUUTEIILHOTO COTPSICEHH I — OH ITPHUIIIENICS] Ha KOPMY MO3a/I1 JIEBOTO KoJleca.

From the nature of the shock, it was possible to assume that the "Scotland" had stumbled
upon some sharp weapon. Ilo xapakTepy ToIYKa MOXHO OBUIO MPEANOIoKUTh, 4To «[IloTnanmus»
HATKHYJIach Ha Kakoe-To ocTpoe opyaue. The impact seemed so slight that no one on deck would
have paid much attention to it if the stokers hadn't come running shouting: CToIKHOBEHHE Ka3a10Ch
TaKUM cJIaObIM, YTO HUKTO Ha NayTyOe He 0OpaTuil Obl HA HEro 0coO0ro BHUMAHUSI, €CJTA Obl KOUerapbl
He MpuOekany ¢ KpUKaMH:

— We're going down!" — MsI uziem ko nHy! Leak in the hold! Teus B Tpiome!

At first, of course, the passengers were terrified, but Captain Andersen managed to calm them
down. B nepBy1o MUHYTY Maccaxupsl, pa3yMeeTcs, Ieperyraiuch, HO KauTaH AH/IEPCeH CyMen uX
ycnokouTb. The Scotia was divided into seven sections by watertight bulkheads, which meant that the
breach was not in imminent danger. «IlloTnanausi» paznensiach Ha ceMb YacTell BOIOHEPOHUIIAC-
MBIMH TIepeOOpKaMHu, 3HAYUT, TPOOOUHA HE IPO3UJIa HEMUHYEMOH OMAaCHOCTHIO.

Captain Andersen immediately went down into the hold. Kanuran Angepcen toryac crycTuics
B TpioMm. It turned out that the fifth compartment was flooded with water, and from the speed with
which the water arrived, it was possible to judge that the leak was quite large. Oka3zanoch, 4To MSITHI
OTCEK 3aJIUT BOJOU, M MO CKOPOCTH, C KOTOPOM BOja MPUObIBaJa, MOKHO OBLIO CYIUTh, UTO TEYb
noBoibHO Besvka. Fortunately, there were no steam boilers, otherwise the fire in the furnaces would
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have been extinguished at the same moment. K c4acTbio, 31ech He OBLIO TTAPOBHIX KOTJIOB, MHAYE
OrOHb B TOIKAX IMOTYX ObI B TY K& MHUHYTY.

Captain Andersen gave the order to stop the engines immediately, and one of the sailors dived
in to inspect the breach. Kanuran AnaepceH oTnan npukasaHue HEMEIJICHHO OCTAHOBUTh MAllTUHBbI,
Y OIIMH MaTpOC HBIPHYJI, YTOOBI OCMOTpETH MposioM. A few minutes later, everyone knew that a hole
two meters wide had been punched in the underwater part of the steamer. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT
yXke BCE 3HAJIM, YTO B MMOJBOJHON YaCTH Mapoxofa MpoOuTa Jblpa B JBa MeTpa IMIMPUHOUN. Such a
hole could not be repaired, and the Scotia had to continue on her way with her wheels submerged in
water. Takyio mpoOOMHY HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO 3aaenaTh, U «Illomianaus» KomKHA ObUIa TPOAOIIKATH
CBOM IyTh C MOTrpykeHHbBIMU B Boxy Kosiecamu. The accident occurred three hundred miles from
Cape Clear, and after a delay of three days, which excited the whole of Liverpool beyond words,
the ship docked at the company's wharf. ABapus npousornuia B Tpexcrax MWIsiX oT mbica Kiuap, u
T0CJIe TPEXJHEBHOTO OMO3JaHus1, HECKa3aHHO B3BOJHOBABIIIETO Bech JIMBEpIyIib, CyIHO MPHUYAIUIIO
K IMPUCTaHNU KOMITAaHUH.

The Scotia was put on a dry slipway, and the company's engineers began to inspect it. «Illot-
JIaHAMI0» TIOCTABUJIM Ha CYXOW CTaresib, U MHKEHEepbl KOMITaHWU cTaiu ee ocMaTpuBarb. They didn't
want to believe their eyes. OHu He xoTenu BepuTh cBoUM Ia3zaM. Two and a half meters below the
waterline yawned a regular hole in the form of an isosceles triangle. B 1Byx ¢ nojoBuHOI MeTpax
HIKE BaTepIIMHUY 3USLI0 IPABIJIbHOE OTBEPCTHE B BUIE paBHOOEeIpeHHOrO TpeyroibHuKa. The sheet
iron was cut as smoothly as if it had been specially cut. JIuctoBoe *ene30 ObUI0 MPOOUTO TaK POBHO,
CJIOBHO ero cneuuanbHo Beipe3asu. Obviously, the breach was made by a drilling tool of unusual
hardening. OueBHIHO, TPOJIOM OBLT C/IEJIaH MPOCBEPIMBAIOIIUM OPYAHEM HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM 3aKAIKH.
It was probably launched with extraordinary force, broke through a sheet of iron four centimeters
thick, and then, by some return movement, moved away of its own accord. BeposiTHO, OHO OBLIO
MYIIEHO C HEOOBIYAHOM CUITON, TPOOUIIO JIMCTOBOE JKEJIE30 TOJIIMHON YeThIpe CAHTUMETPA, a 3aTeM
KaKMM-TO BO3BPATHBIM JIBHKEHHUEM caMo coOo¥ oTomBuHyJochk. This was completely inexplicable.
3710 OBUIO COBEPIIEHHO HEOOBSICHIUMO.

The adventure with the Scotia has stirred minds again. [Ipukmouenue ¢ «Illotianaueri» cHoOBa
B3BOJTHOBaJIO ymbl. From then on, all sea disasters were blamed on the monster for no particular
reason. C 3TUX MOp Bce MOpPCKUe KaracTpodsl 0e3 ornpeaeseHHON MPUIMHBI CTAT CBAIMBATh Ha
yynosuiie. The fantastic animal happened to be responsible for all the shipwrecks, the number of
which, unfortunately, is significant. @aHTacTuIecKOMy KUBOTHOMY JTOBEJIOCh OTBEUaTh 32 Bce KOpao-
JIEKPYLIEHH ], YUCJIO KOTOPBIX, K COXaJieHuI0, 3HauuTesibHO. Three thousand ships are reported lost in
Bureau Veritas every year, and of these three thousand, at least two hundred are considered missing,
with all their cargo and crew. B «Biopo Bepurac» exxeroqHo coo0raercst o ru0esu Tpex Thicsd Kopao-
JIedl, ¥ U3 3THX TPeX THICAY T0 MEHbIIIeW Mepe JBECTU CUUTAIOTCS MPOMaBIIMMK Oe3 BECTH CO BCEM
IPY30M M SKUIAKEM.

Rightly or wrongly, the disappearance of the ships was also attributed to the monster, and by its
grace communication between the various continents became more and more dangerous, more and
more difficult. CripaBeiyIMBO 1, HET JI, HO UCUE3HOBEHUE CY/IOB TOXKE MPUITMCHIBAIIN UY/IOBUIILY,
¥ TI0 €r0 MUJIOCTH COOOIIEHNE MEKIY Pa3IMYHBIMI MaTepUKaMU CTAHOBUJIOCH BCe OoJiee OIacHbIM,
Bce Oonee 3aTpynHutenbHbIM. Finally, the public urged that the seas should at all costs be cleared
of this terrible animal or floating reef. Hakoner myOimka HacTosITeIbHO MOTpedoBasia, YTOObI MOPSI
OBbLTM BO YTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO OYMILICHBI OT STOTO YKACHOTO KMBOTHOTO VI TIABAIONIETO prda.

Chapter Two ['naBa Bropas
Pros and cons 3a u npoTtus
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rimerno at this time I was returning from a scientific expedition that had been undertaken to
explore the inhospitable state of Nebraska in the United States of America. pumepHO B 3TO BpeMs s
BO3BPAIAJICS U3 YUEHOU SKCIIEUINY, KOTOpast ObUla MPEeANpUHSTA C 1IeJbI0 UCCIIEI0BaTh HErocTe-
npunMHbI mTaT Hebpacka B Coequnennbix [lltarax Amepuku. I was assigned to this expedition by
the French Government as an associate professor at the Natural History Museum in Paris. 51 6bi1
MIPUKOMAHJMPOBAH K 3TOM SKCHEAUINH (PPAHIy3CKUM MPABUTEIbCTBOM Kak aIbIOHKT-TIpodeccop
nipu [Tapmxckom my3ee ecrectBeHHOM uctopuu. I spent six months in Nebraska and arrived in New
York at the end of March with the most precious collections I had collected there. { mpoBen mecTb
MecsiteB B HeOpacke 1 ¢ cOOpaHHBIMU TaM AparoleHHENIIMMU KOJUIEKIIMSIMU K KOHITY MapTa MpUObLT
B Hulo-Vopk. The departure for France was scheduled for the first days of May. Orbe3n Bo ®pan-
M0 Ha3HaUeH ObUT B MepBbIX urciax Mas. In anticipation of this, I was putting my mineralogical,
botanical, and zoological treasures in order when the disaster described above befell the Scotia. B
OXU/IaHWH STOTO s IPUBOMJI BIIOPSIIOK CBOM MUHEPAIOTMUYECKHE, OOTAHMYECKHE U 300JI0TMUECKIe
6orarctBa, Korjaa mpukouniack ¢ «lllotnanauei» BbIIEONMCaHHAsT HAMIACTb.

The question of a monster or a floating reef was on the agenda, and of course I kept a close eye
on it. Boripoc 0 yygoBwiIe WM MaBaoeM pude CTosT Ha IOBECTKE JHS, U 51, pa3yMeeTcsl, BHUMa-
TesibHO 3a HUM crieaull. | read and reread all the American and European magazines and newspapers,
but this reading did not clarify anything. I yutan u nepeunThIBaI Bce aMePUKAHCKUE U €BPOTIEHCKIe
JKYPHAJIBIM Ia3€Thl, HO 9TO YTEHUE HUUYEero He mposicHs10. The mysterious miracle greatly stimulated
my curiosity. TaMHCTBEHHOE Uy/IO CUJIBHO MOACTPeKasio Moe MooonbITcTBO. I couldn't make up my
mind, couldn't form my own opinion, and so I went from one extreme to the other. I He mor omnpe-
JEMUTHCS, HE MOT COCTaBUTh COOCTBEHHOTO MHEHHMSI U TIOTOMY TEPEXOIMI OT OHOM KPAaHHOCTH K
apyroit.It was impossible to doubt that something supernatural really existed: non-believers were
allowed to "put their finger in the wound" of "Scotland". B Tom, 4TO 4TO-TO CBEpXbECTECTBEHHOE
B CaMOM [JieJie CYIIECTBYET, COMHEBAThCsI ObUIO HEBO3MOKHO: HEBEPYIOIIUM MPEJOCTABIISIIOCH «BJIO-
KUTh NepcT B pany» «lllomiangum».

I arrived in New York in the midst of a lot of controversy. I nmpu6sin B Hoio-Hopk B camom
pasrape criopoB. The earlier suggestions of a floating island, of a wandering, elusive reef, were now
abandoned. IIpexHue npeAroNoXeHrs O TIaByYeM OCTpPOBe, O OMykJaroIieM HeyJoBUMOM pude
obun Tenepb orOporieHsl. How could a rock move at such an unheard-of speed? Kak morna Obl
CKaJia JBUraThbCsl C TAaKOW HecJbIXaHHOM ckopocThio? And it was too much to assume that the rock
was equipped with some kind of propulsion machine. A mpenrmnonarats, 4To cKajia cHabkeHa KaKou-
HUOY/Ib IBUTATEIbHON MAITMHOM, OBLIO yKe Yepecuyp.

They also stopped talking about the" floating hull of a ship "or the" huge wreckage of some
wrecked ship", because neither the ship's frame nor the wreckage could move either. O «maBatorem
KopIyce Kopaliisi», O «IPOMaJHbIX OOJIOMKAX KaKOro-TO pa3sOMTOro CyaHA» TOXKE MepecTai ToBO-
pUTh, IOTOMY YTO HU OCTOB KOpaOJisi, HU OOJIOMKH TOXE HE MOTJIM TIepeBUTaThCSI.

Thus, there were only two solutions to this mystery: either a huge underwater monster caused
all the trouble, or an underwater vessel equipped with an unusually powerful engine. Takum o6pazom,
OCTaBJIOCh TOJIBKO JIBA PEIleHUsI TON 3arajiku: Bce Oebl MPUUMHSIIO WIM IPOMaTHOE TOIBOIAHOE
YyJOBHIIE, MJTH MOAABOJHOE CYJHO, CHAOKEHHOE HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MOIIIHBIM JJBUTATEJIEM.

The suggestion of an underwater vessel, which at first glance seems quite plausible, disappeared
after investigations conducted in both hemispheres. [IpeanosnoxeHue o MOABOAHOM CYJIHE, HA TIEPBbIN
B3IJISI/1 IOBOJIBHO TIPAB/IOTNIOIOOHOE, OTMAJIO MOCIIE pacciieJOBAHUM, TPOBEJEHHBIX B 00OMX MOJTyIIa-
pusx. How could any private individual be allowed to have such a ship at his disposal? Kak moxHO
OBLJIO JJOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI KaKoe-HUOYb YaCTHOE JIMIIO0 UMEJIO B CBOEM PaCIOPSIKEHUH MOJOOHBIN
kopatis? Where and how could he have built it? I'ne u kak on Mor ero noctpouts? Even assuming
that he built it, how could he keep the construction of such a giant a secret? [lonycTus gaxe, 4To OH
ero MOCTPOUJI, KaK MOT' OH CTPOMUTEIbCTBO TAKOTO T'MIaHTa COXPAHUTDH B TaiiHe?
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Such a destructive machine could only have been created by a government, and in these troubled
times, when humanity is constantly trying to improve its weapons of war, it was possible to assume
that this or that state was secretly testing this monstrous projectile. [TogoOHy0 pa3pylmHTETbHYIO
MAIIHY MOTJIO CO3JaTh TOJBKO Kakoe-HUOYIb MPaBUTEIbCTBO, U B HAIIIM CMYTHbBIE BpEMeHa, KOraa
YeJIOBEUEeCTBO U30IIPSIETCS B COBEPIICHCTBOBAHIH OPYINI BOMHBI, MOKHO OBbLIIO TIPEINONIOKHUTD, UTO
TO WJIM MHOE TOCYJApPCTBO CEKPETHO UCTILITHIBAIO STOT UyI0oBUINHbINA cHapsa. After the Chaspo guns
— torpedoes, after the torpedoes — underwater rams, then calm. ITocne pyxeii Illacno — Topnensr,
rocJjie Topres — MOJABOAHbIE TapaHbl, 3aTeM 3atuliibe. At least I hope so. f, nmo kpaitneir mepe, Ha
9TO HAJEIOCh.

But the idea of a military submarine also collapsed: the governments claimed that they were
not involved in anything and did not know anything. Ho u npeamnonoxenre 0 BOEHHOM MOBOTHOM
KopalJie pyxHyJIO: IPaBUTEIBCTBA 3asIBIJIM, YTO OHU HU K YeMy He PUYACTHBI U HUYEro He 3HAIoT. It
was difficult to doubt the sincerity of the government's statements this time, because it was a matter
of common interests and international transoceanic communications were at risk. ComHeBaTbcsl B
MCKPEHHOCTH TMPABUTEILCTBEHHBIX 3asIBJIICHUI HA TOT pa3 ObUIO TPYIHO, IIOTOMY YTO JEJIO 110 00
OOIIMX MHTEepecax v MPHU STOM ONACHOCTHU MOBEPTaIMCh MEKIyHAPOIHbIE TPAHCOKEAHUYECKUE CO00-
mieHus1. Besides, was it possible that the construction of such an underwater vessel could have gone
unnoticed: it is very difficult for a private person to keep a secret, and it is absolutely impossible for the
state, because all its actions are closely and jealously watched by all other powers? Kpome Toro, Bo3-
MOXHO JI1 OBUIO JJOMTYCTUTb, YTO CTPOUTEIHCTBO OJOOHOTO MOJBOIHOIO Cy/IHA MOIJIO OCTAaThCs He3a-
MEUEHHBIM: M YaCTHOMY JIMILy OY€Hb TPYAHO COXPAHUTh TaliHY, a TOCYJApCTBY COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3-
MOXHO, TIOTOMY YTO 32 BCEMH €0 JEUCTBUSIMH 30PKO M PEBHUBO CJEAAT BCE JPYTrUe IepPKaBhl.

So, after inquiries made in England, France, Germany, Russia, Spain, Italy, America, and even
Turkey, the suggestion of an "underwater monitor" was also rejected. Mrtak, nocne cnpaBok, HaBe-
JNeHHbIX B AHDMK, ®panuuu, ['epmanun, Poccun, Mcnannn, Uranmuu, Amepuke u gaxe B Typuuw,
MIPEATIONOKEHNE O «TIOJBOTHOM MOHHUTOPE» TOXke ObLIo 0TBeprHyTo. The monster came to the surface
again, despite all the ridicule heaped on it by the tabloid press. YynoBuiiie orsiTh BHITUIBLIO HA TOBEPX-
HOCTh, HECMOTPSI Ha BCe HACMEIIKH, KOTOPBIMH OChINaja ero OysibpBapHas mpecca. Soon the excited
imagination played out and, as they say, went "to write at random." Ckopo Bo30yk/ieHHOe BOOOpa-
KEHHe Pa3bIrpajioch U, KAk TOBOPUTCS, MOILIO «ITUCATh BKPUBb M BKOCH».

When I arrived in New York, many people did me the honor of asking my opinion on this
strange phenomenon. Korna s npu6sin 8 Helo-Mopk, MHOrHe /MIia OKa3aqi MHE YecTb, TOXKENaB
y3HaThb MOE€ MHEHME HacyeT HemnoHsATHoro siejaeHus. When I was still in France, I published in
quarto"The Secrets of the Deep Sea" in two volumes. { erme B ObITHOCT MO0 BO PpaHIy U312
couMHeHwue in-quarto«TaiiHpl MOpCcKUX TTyOuH» B 1ByX ToMax. This book earned the special attention
of the scientific world, and thanks to this, I became a kind of specialist in this very little-known
branch of natural science. 9Ta KHHWra 3aciayXuia 0codoe BHUMaHUE YYEHOrO MUpa, U Onarogapsi
9TOMY $1 C/IeNIJICSl KaK Obl CIEIMATMCTOM B 3TOM OYEHb MaJION3BECTHOMOTPACIIN €CTECTBOBE/ICHHUS.
When people asked me what I thought of the monster, I refused to answer while it was still possible
to reject reality and not having the facts, but soon I was, as they say, pinned to the wall, there was
nowhere to go, and I had to speak out. Korga cranu cipammBare, 4to st [ymaio 0 4yJ0OBHIIIE, 51, TTOKa
ere BO3MOXKHO ObLIIO OTBEeprarh AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTb U HE UMesl (DAKTOB, OTKA3bIBAJICSI OTBEYATh, HO
CKOPO MEHsI, YTO Ha3bIBAETCsl, MPUXKAIN K CTEHKE, IeBaThCsl ObUIO HEKY/a, U s TOJKEH ObUT BBICKA-
3atbcsd. The New York Herald turned to "to the Honourable Pierre Aronnax, Professor at the Musee
de Paris, "with a request to" state your opinion. " T'azeta «Hpio-Hopk repaiba» 00paTiiIach K «J0cTo-
noureHHoMY ITbepy Aponakcy, mpodeccopy [lapukckoro myses» ¢ mpoch0oi «chopMyJIMpoOBaTh
CBOE CYKICHHE».

15



XK. BepH. «/IBaanaTh THICSY Jibe MO/ BOIOW. AHIJIO-PyCCKast OVITHHTBA»

I submitted and spoke, because it was impossible to remain silent any longer. fI nokopuics u
3aroBOpuII, IOTOMY YTO MOJTYaTh yxke Obuto Henb3s. | have considered the issue from all sides, both
political and scientific. {l paccMoTpes BOnpoc co BceX CTOPOH, C MOJTUTUYECKON U ¢ HAYYHOM.

Here is the conclusion of an article I published in the April 30 issue. [IpuBoxy 31€ch 3aKmo-
YEeHHUE CTaTbU, KOTOPYIO s moMecTu B Homepe oT 30 anpens.

"Having examined all the hypotheses one by one, it is necessary to assume the existence of a
marine animal of extraordinary strength. «Pa3o0paB oqHy 3a Apyroii Bce TUMOTE3bl, TPUXOIUTCS TIO
HEOOXOIMMOCTH JIOMYCTUTh CYIIECTBOBAHNE MOPCKOTO KUBOTHOTO HEOOBIYAHON CHIIBI.

The great depths of the ocean are still completely unknown to us. Bosnbiue riryOrHBI OKeaHa
HaMm JIO CHUX TOp elle coBepileHHO Hen3BecTHB. No lot ever bottomed. Hukakoi J0T HUKOrga He
nocturan aHa. What is going on and happening in these immeasurable abysses? Yto Takoe nmpoucxo-
JWT ¥ TBOPUTCS B 9TUX Hem3MepuMbIx Oe3nHax? What creatures live and can live twelve or fifteen
miles below the sea surface? Kakue cyiiectBa ;kUBYT U MOTYT *KUTh B ABEHAIATU UM MATHALIATH
MUISIX HUke Mopckol noeepxHoctu? What kind of organism do these animals have? Yro 3a opra-
HU3M Yy 9TUX SKMBOTHBIX ?

Here it is difficult, even hardly possible, to make any assumptions. 31ech TpyIHO, Jaxe eaBa
JI1 BO3MOKHO JIeJIaTh KaKue-Tr00 MpeIoIoKeH s

However, the solution to the problem I was given can take the form of a dilemma. Onnako
pellieHre 3aJaHHON MHE 3a/1a4l MOXeT NpuHATh opmy nuiaeMmbl. One of two things: either we
know all the species and varieties of creatures that inhabit our planet, or we don't. O1HO U3 IBYX: WK
HaM HU3BECTHBI BCE BUJbl U Pa3HOBUAHOCTHU CYIIECTB, HACCIIAIOIUX HAIIy IJIAaHETY, WA HECT.

If not, if nature still has secrets from us in the field of ichthyology, then we can very naturally
assume the existence of not only new species, but even new genera of fish or cetaceans, adapted
exclusively for life in the depths of the sea, inaccessible to the lot. Eciiu Her, eciu B 0051acTi UXTHO-
JIOTHH TIPUPOJA eIlle UMeeT OT HAC TalHbI, TO MBI OUYeHb €CTECTBEHHO MOXEM JOMYCTUTh CYIIECTBO-
BaHUE HE TOJIbBKO HOBBIX BHUJI0OB, HO AK€ HOBBIX pOIIOprI6 500041 KI/ITOO6pa3HbIX, HpI/ICHOCO6)I€HHbIX
WCKJIIOYMTEIIHHO J1JIS1 )KU3HU B MOPCKUX TTyOMHaX, /JIsl JIoTa HeloCTynHBIX. Let us assume that, as a
result of some event, or by chance, or just by whim, if you will, they appear from time to time in the
upper layers of the ocean. JIormycTum, 4To BCIEACTBUE KAKOTO-HUOYAh COOBITHS, WITU TIO CITyYaiHO-
CTHU, UK ITPOCTO 11O CcBOEN IMPUXOTH, €CIIU XOTUTE, OHHU MOABJIAIOTCA BPEMA OT BpEMCHU B BEPXHUX
CJIOSIX OKeaHa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.

17


https://www.litres.ru/book/zhiul-vern-34045792/dvadtsat-tysiach-l-e-pod-vodoi-anglo-russkaia-bilingva-74439582/

	Глава
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

