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Xorute yntats Kynepa Ha aHITIMIICKOM C niepeBooM?

OTa KHUra yCTPOEHaA TaK: Kax/J0e aHITIMICKOE MPEAJIOKEHHNE Cpa3y COIIPOBOKIAETCS PYCCKUM
TeKcToM. Bbl He sie3eTe B clioBaph U He TepsieTe HUTh NoBecTBoBaHus. [IpocTo untaere — 1 NOHU-
MaeTe BCE ¢ MepBOM CTPaHULIBI.

«[Ipepusi» — nATHIN, 3aKTIOUMUTEbHBINA poMaH NeHTasiornu o Hartu bammno. Crapsiil 0XOTHUK
OKasbIBaeTcsl B OECKpalHUX CTeMsX, I1e HEeT JIeCOB, KOTOPBIe OH 3HAJI BCIO JKM3Hb. [1OrOHM, CTHIYKH,
OIMHOKAs1 CTapOCTh U BCTpeya, KoTopast MeHseT Bc€. CIokeT JepKUT B HAIIPSKEHUH, U Bbl HE 3aMe-
yaere, KaKk aHIJIMICKUI CTAHOBUTCS TIOHSITHEE C KAXJIOW CTPAHUIICH.

Yuraiite npo ceds1, YTOOB! MPUBBIKHYTD K SA3BIKY. UnTaiiTe BCIyX, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATH PeUb U CHU-
MaThb SI3BIKOBOU Oapbep.

© Cawmoiinos A.T'., 2026r.

James Fenimore Cooper [Ixeiimc ®ennmop Kynep
Prairie [Ipepus

Introduction Beenenue

The geological structure of that part of America which lies between the Alleghenies and the
Rocky Mountains has given rise to many ingenious theories. I'eonornyeckoe crpoeHue TOl 4acTu
AMepHKH, 4TO JIeKUT Mexay AsieraHaMu 1 CKaJauCTBIMHU FOpaMH, TIOPOANIIO HEMAJIO OCTPOYMHBIX
teopuid. In fact, this vast region is one continuous plain. B camom fiernie, oOIIMpPHBIA STOT Kpait mpe/-
cTaBJsieT CoOO¥ CIUIoNIHYI0 paBHUHY. Travel it lengthwise and crosswise—fifteen hundred miles from
east to west, six hundred from north to south—and you will hardly encounter a single height worthy of
the name of mountain. [IpoiianTe ee B1OJb U TONIEPEK — MOITOPHI THICSYX MUJIb C BOCTOKA Ha 3ara,
IIIECTBCOT C CeBepa Ha 10T, — ¥ Bbl €[IBa JIM BCTPETUTE XOTh OHY BBICOTY, JIOCTOMHYIO HAa3BAThCS
ropoii. High hills are rare here, although a considerable part of the plain is marked by the characteristic
“undulation,” as described in the opening pages of our story. Beicokue Xombl U T€ 371eCh B PEIKOCTb,
XOTSl 3HAYMTEIBHYIO YacTh PaBHMHBI OTMEYAeT XapaKTepHasl «BOJIHUCTOCTb», KAaK 3TO OMUCAHO Ha
MEPBBIX CTPAHUIIAX HAIIEH TTOBECTH.

There is reason to believe that the territory now comprising Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
and a large portion of the country west of the Mississippi, was once under water. Ectb ocHOBaHM s
OyMaTb, YTO Tepputopusi, BKovawomas ceiiyac Oraito, Vimunoiic, Unanany, Muunrad u 3Ha4u-
TEJIbHYIO YacTh CTPaHbl K 3amay oT Muccucunu, Hekorja jesxaia nop Bogoit. The soil of these states
is alluvial; and many isolated boulders have been found there, the nature and position of which do not
easily permit of their being carried there by floating ice. [TouBa nepeuucieHHbIX IITATOB MPEICTaB-
JsieT coOO0i aJTIOBHAJIbHBIE OTJIOKEHHST; M HEMAJIO HalJIeHO 3/1eCh OIMHOKMX KaMEeHHBIX IJIBIO, TIPH-
poIa KOTOPBIX U PACTIONIOKEHUE HE MO3BOJISIOT C JIETKOCTHIO OTOPOCHUTh MBICITb, YTO OHU IPUHECEHDI
crofia riaByuuM JibaoM. This theory holds that the Great Lakes were depressions in the bed of a vast
fresh-water lake, so deep that they could not be drained by the cataclysm which exposed the land.
Ita TeOpHs CUUTAET, YTO Bemmkre o3epa ObUIM SIMUHAMH Ha JIHE OTPOMHOTO ITPECHOBOIHOTO 03€epa,
HACTOJIBKO ITyOOKMMH, YTO MX HE MOT OCYIIHMTh KaTaKJIN3M, OOHKUBIIHIA CyIITy.

It must not be forgotten that the French, while they held Canada and Louisiana, laid claim to
the entire territory in question. He ciemyert 3a0biBath, uto (ppanity3sl, noka Biaagenu Kananoii u Jlyn-
3WaHOM, MPETeHA0BAIM U Ha BCIO O3HaUeHHYI0 TeppuTtopuio. Their hunters and advance troops were
the first to establish contact with its wild inhabitants, and the earliest descriptions of these lands that
have come down to us are from the pens of French missionaries. IXx 0XOTHUKM U TepegoBbIE OTPsI/Ibl
BOVCK NIEPBBIMHU 3aBOAMJIA CHOILICHUSI C IMKUMU €€ OOMTATeJIsIMHU, ¥ CAaMble PaHHHUE JIOIEANIHE 10 HAC
OIMUCAHMS ITUX 3eMeJIb MpUHaIekar nepy ¢ppaniry3ckux MuccoHepoB. That is why many French
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words came into use in this part of America, and the names given to many places in French became
firmly established. Bor mouemy B 3T0# YacTi AMEpUKHU BOILIO B 0OMXO/ HeMaJIo (PpaHITy3CKUX CJIOB
" 3a MHOTUMH MECTaMU ITPOYHO YTBEPAWINCh HAMMEHOBAHU S, JAHHBIC UM Ha (ppaHHy3CKOM SA3BIKE.
When the first adventurers who penetrated here discovered in the heart of the forests vast plains
covered with bushes or lush grasses, they naturally called them meadows. Kornia nepBsie npoHukinue
CIoJ]a ICKaTeJM MPUKJTIIOYEHHUI OTKPBUIM B CEPLIE JIECOB HEOOO3pHMBbIE PABHUHBI, TOPOCIIIHE KyCTap-
HUKOM WM OYyWHBIMH TpaBaMH, OHU, €CTECTBEHHO, Ha3Bam ux jJyramu. When the English came to
replace the French and encountered a region different from anything they had seen in Europe, and
already designated by a word that in their native language expressed nothing, they retained for these
natural "meadows" their conventional name. Korja ke Ha cMeHy (paHIy3aM NpPUIIUIM aHIJIMYaHe U
BCTPETUIIM MECTHOCTh, OTIIMYHYIO OT BCETO, UTO BUJIETN OHU B EBporie, 1 yxke 0003HaueHHYIO CJI0-
BOM, Ha pOJHOM UX A3BIKE HE BbIPpA)KaBIIMM HUYETO, OHU OCTABHUJIU 3a 9TUMU ITPUPOAHLIMU «JIyraMm»
UX YCJIOBHOE HauMeHOBaHMe. So — in this special meaning — the French word "prairie" entered
the English language. Tak — B 3TOM 0c060M 3HaueHUH — (QPAHITY3CKOE CJIOBO «prairie» BOIIO B
AQHIJIMACKUI SI3BIK.

There are two kinds of prairies in America. B Amepuke ectb aBa Buaa npepuii. Those that lie
east of the Mississippi are comparatively small, extremely fertile, and always surrounded by forests.
Te, YTO JIEKaT Ha BOCTOK OT MI/ICCI/ICI/IHI/I, CpPaBHHUTCJIbBHO HEBCJIUKH, quBBquaﬁHO IO JOPOAHBI U
Bcerga okpyxensl jiecamu. They lend themselves to cultivation and are quickly populated. Onu noa-
Jal0TCsl KYJAbTYpHOU 00paboTke M ObicTpo 3acensiorcs. The states of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and
Michigan abound in them. mu uzo6unyiot mrarel Oraiio, Mmunovic, Muauana u Muunran. Here
the scarcity of timber and water makes itself felt—a grave evil where men have not yet corrected
nature with their art. 3nech qaet ceOst 3HATh CKYJOCTh Jieca ¥ BOJBI — TSIKKOE 3710 TaM, Tjie JIIOAU
CBOMM HCKYCCTBOM ellle He MCIpaBwiv npupoay. But since this whole region is said to be rich in
coal, and, as a rule, water can be dug everywhere, enterprising settlers are gradually overcoming
these difficulties. Ho Tak kak Bcsl 9Ta MECTHOCTb, TOBOPST, OOrata KAMEHHBIM YIJIEM U, KaK Ipa-
BWJIO, MOBCIOAY MOXHO AOPLITLCA OO BOABI, TPECAIIPUUMYUBBIC MMOCEJICHIBI ITOCTETICHHO OHOJICBAIOT
3TU TPYAHOCTH.

The second type of meadows lies to the west of the Mississippi, several hundred miles from
the river, and is called the Great Prairies. JIyra Broporo tuna jiexar k 3amagy or Muccucunu, B
HECKOJIBKMX COTHSIX MWJIb OT PeKH, U NMony4nin HazBaHue bombumx npepuit. Of all that we know in
the world, they most resemble the steppes of Tartary: these are vast lands where, for lack of the two
conditions of life mentioned above, a large population cannot feed. I3 Bcero, 4ro Ham U3BECTHO B
MUpe, OHM HanboJiee MOXOIAT Ha cTenu Tatapuu: 3To OOIUpPHBIE 3eMJIH, IIe 32 OTCYTCTBHEM JABYX
yKa3aHHBIX BBIILIE )KU3HEHHBIX YCJIOBUI HE MOKET TPOKOPMUTHLCSI MHOIOUMCIIEHHOE HacesieHue. True,
there are many rivers here; but the area is almost deprived of the farmer's joy - streams and springs,
which so contribute to the fertility of the soil. [IpaBaa, pek 31ech MHOTO; HO MECTHOCTD ITOYTH JIMILIEHA
OTpaJIbl 3eMJIe[IeTIblIa — PYUYbEB U POJAHUKOB, TaK CIIOCOOCTBYIOIMIMX TUIOIOPOHUIO TIOUBHI.

When and how the American Great Prairies were formed is one of the most complex mysteries
of nature. Korma u kak o0pa3zoBajmch amMeprukaHckue Bosbliie mpepur — OfHa U3 CaMbIX CIIOXKHBIX
3aragok npuponsl. High fertility is a common property that distinguishes the soil of the United States,
Canada and Mexico. Beicokoe miogopoare ecTb o0iiee CBORCTBO, oTanyaroiiee nmouBy CoenHeH-
Heix [lItaroB, Kanagst 1 Mekcuku. It is difficult to find on the globe another area of such length
where there would be so little unsuitable land as in the inhabited parts of our country. TpyaHo HaitTu
Ha 3eMHOM IIape APYTyIo CTONb ke MPOTSKEHHYIO TUIONIab, Ie ObUIo OBl TAK MaJI0 HEMPUTOTHOM
3eMJIM, KaKk B 0OMTaeMbIX YacTsx Hamied crpanbl. The mountain slopes are for the most part amenable
to plowing; and even the prairie soil in this part of the republic is nothing more than a thick layer of
sediment. CKJIOHBI TOp TIO OOJBINEH YAaCTH MOAMAIOTCS BCMAIIKE; U JaKe M0YBa MPEepUil B 3TON YacTu
peciyONMKY ecTh He UTO MHOE, KaK MOIIHBIN ¢1oi HaHocoB. The same can fairly be said of the lands
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between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. To %e MOXHO CIpaBe/I/TMBO OTHECTH U K 3€M-
nsm Mexy CkanictbiMu ropamu 1 Tuxum okeanom. Here lies a wide strip of semi-desert, on which
the action of this story takes place and which at first, obviously, served as a barrier to the further
penetration of Americans to the west. 31ech HIMPOKOI MOJIOCOM JIEKUT MOTYITYCTbIHS, HA KOTOPOW
Pa3bIrphIBaETCS ISHCTBUE HACTOSIIIIEH TOBECTU 1 KOTOpast MOHAYAITy, OYEBU/IHO, CITYKHUIIA TIPErpaoi
JUIs1 JasIbHEUIIero MpoOHMKHOBEHM ST aMepHKaHIleB Ha 3anaj. However, since the first publication of
the book, the borders of the republic have expanded right up to the Pacific Ocean, and the settler,
following the trapper, has already settled on its very shores. Bnpouem, co BpemMeHu 1epBoro usia-
HUSI KHUTH TTPEIeibl PECITyOIMKH PACIIMPUIIMCh BILIOTH 10 THXOro OKeaHa, U MocelieHell, Caeays 3a
TpanmepoM, yxe BOIBOPUIICS Ha CaMbIX ero Oeperax.

The great prairies have apparently become the last refuge of the red men. Bonbiiue npe-
pUHU CTaslv, BUAUMO, MOCJIEJHUM MPUCTaHUIIEM KpacHOKokuX. The remnants of the Mohicans and
Delawares, Creeks, Choctaws and Cherokees are destined to live out their days on these wide plains.
Ocrarkam MOTHKaH | JIeIaBapOB, KPHUKOB, YOKTO ¥ YEPOKOB CYXKJEHO OKUBATh CBOM BEK Ha TUX
mmpokux paBHuHax. The total number of Indians in our country, according to widely differing
estimates, is from one hundred to five hundred thousand souls. O0m1ast YUCIEHHOCTh UHICUIIEB B
Hallel CTpaHe COCTaBJISIET, IO CUJIbHO PACXOASIIUMCS TOACYeTaM, OT CTa JI0 MSTUCOT THICSAY JIyII.
The greater part of them inhabit the lands west of the Mississippi. BosbIias yacts ux HacenseT 3eMmiIu
K 3anaay ot Muccucumnu. At the time of our story, they were constantly fighting among themselves,
and tribal feuds were handed down from generation to generation. B Ty nopy, o koTopoii moiJer Hail
pacckas, OHM HEeNpeCcTaHHO BOEBAJIM MEX]y COOOH M IIeMEeHHasi Bpaka reperaBaiach U3 MoKoJe-
Hus B nokonieHre. The Republic has done much to pacify this wild region, and now one can travel
with safety where twenty-five years ago civilized man did not dare to go without a guard. Pecrry6nuka
MHOTO c/IeNiaa JJ1sl 3aMUPEHH I STOTO AUKOTO Kpasi, M HbIHE MOKHO Oe30MacHO MyTeIIeCTBOBATh TaM,
Kyda JICT ABaAlAaTh IATb Ha3a/l HI/IBI/IHI/IBOBaHHHﬁ YEJIOBEK HE OTBAXHUBAJICA 3a€XaTh 663 OXPaHbI.

Recent events have brought the Great Prairies into the public consciousness, and we now read
of travels across them, just as half a century ago we eagerly read the stories of the settlers who
made their way to Ohio and Louisiana. HenaBaue coosTrsi 1ocTaBiv BosbImm npepusiM HIMPOKYIO
N3BECTHOCTDH, 1 MBI ceryac 4nuTaem o IMMyTEIIECTBUAX 10 HUM, KaK ITOJIBEKA Ha3a/ )KaJHO YUTaJIk pac-
CKasbl IiepecesieHlieB, mpoopasmuxcs B Oraiio u Jlynsuany. It is a sign of the times that businesslike
discussions are already underway as to where to build a railroad across these vast spaces, and such
a project no longer seems a chimera to people. OTMeTuM, Kak 3HaMEHUE BPEMEHH, UTO ykKe UAET
IenoBoe 00CysK/IeHHE, IO KAKUM MeCTaM IMPOBECTH JKEJIE3HYIO I0POry Yepe3 ST MPOCTOPHI, U TAKOH
MIPOEKT OOJIbIIIE He KAKETCs JIIOISM XUMEPOH.

With this book we conclude the story of Leatherstocking. 9Toii KHUTOI MbI 3aKJII0YaEM MTOBECTh
o Koxanom Yynke. Weighed down by years, he is no longer a deerslayer or a warrior, but becomes
a trapper, that is, a hunter of wild animals, of which there are many in the Great West. Otsryenssii
roJlaMu, OH YK€ He 3BepoOOi M He BOWH, OH CTAHOBHUTCS TPAIIEpPOM, TO €CTh 3BEPOJIOBOM, KaKHX
Hemasio Ha Benukom 3amaze. The sound of the axe drives him from his beloved forests, and in
hopeless resignation to fate he seeks refuge on the bare plain that stretches to the Rocky Mountains.
CTyk TONOpa MporHaj ero U3 ero JIOOMMBIX JIeCOB, M B O€3HAICKHOU MOKOPHOCTH CyAbOe OH UILET
npubOeXuINa Ha TOJION paBHUHE, MpoTsaHyBieics 10 Ckammcteix rop. Here he spends his last years
and dies as he lived, a philosopher-hermit, possessed of only a few faults, knowing no vices, honest
and sincere as nature herself. 3aech OH MPOBOAUT CBOM MOCJIEIHUE IO/IbI U YMUPAET, KaK KU1, (priio-
cO(POM-OTIIIETBHUKOM, 00JIa/IaBIIIUM JIUIIIb HEMHOTIMU HEIOCTaTKaMH, He 3HABIIMM TTOPOKOB, YeCT-
HBIM M MCKPEHHUM, KaK cama IpUpoJa.

Chapter I I'naa I

I ask, shepherd: out of friendship or for money — I1pomry, nactyx: u3 apyObl Wb 32 JEHBIH —
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Is it possible for us to get some food here in the wilderness? Hesnb3s jiu 31€ch B ITyIIM JOCTaTh
HaM T ?

Bring us together where we can find shelter... CBequ Hac, rie Obl HAM TIPUIOT HAWTH. . .

Shakespeare, As You Like It Illekciup, «Kak Bam 310 HoHpaBUTCSI»

At one time much was said and written about the advisability of annexing the vast territory
of Louisiana to the United States, already vast and only half populated. OgHo Bpemsi MHOTO 1 TOBO-
PUJIOCH M TTUCATIOCh O TOM, CTOUT JIM MPUCOEOUHSTH OOUIMPHBbIE 3eMIIN JIYU3HaHBIK TepPUTOPUSIM
Coenunennbix [lltaTtoB, 1 6e3 TOro OrpOMHBIM U JIMIIIb HATIOJIOBUHY 3aceieHHbIM. But when the heat
of the controversy cooled and party considerations gave way to broader views, the wisdom of the
measure was generally recognized. Ho, koraa ropsiHOCTh CIIOPOB MOOCTHUIA U Pa3HbIe MAPTUIHbBIE
COOOpaXeHUs1 YCTYITUIIM MECTO OoJiee IMMPOKKUM B3IJIsaM, Pa3yMHOCTb STOW MEphI MOTyJYria oo1ee
npusHanue. It soon became apparent even to the most limited minds that if, by the will of nature,
the wilderness had placed a limit to the westward advance of our people, this measure placed in our
hands a strip of fertile land which, otherwise, in the course of events, some other nation among our
rivals might have seized. Bckope paxe 1Jis1 caMbIX OrpaHUYEHHBIX YMOB CTaJI0 OYEBUJHO, YTO €C/IU
10 BOJIE MPUPOLIBI ITYCTHIHS MOJIOKIIIA TIPE/IelT MPOIBMKEHUIO HAIIIETO HApo/a Ha 3araj, TO 9Ta Mepa
OTJaJIa B HAIlIM PYKH TOJIOCY IUIONOPOJHBIX 3eMeb, KOTOPYIO MHAauY€e, B KPyrOBOPOTE COOBITHIA, MOT
Obl 3aXBATHUTH JIPYTOM KaKOK-TMOO0 HApPOJ U3 YKMCiIA HAIIMX CONepHUKOB. It made us sole masters of
the whole vast interior and brought under our control the innumerable tribes of savages who lived
on our borders. OHa caenana HaC eTUHOBJIACTHBIMU XO35IeBAMH BCEl OOIIMPHON BHYTPEHHEH 0071a-
CTU ¥ TIOCTABWJIA TTO]] HAIll KOHTPOJIb OeCUMCIIeHHbIE TIeMeHa JUKapeH, JKUBIIKE Y HAIUX TpaHuil. It
settled ancient disputes and gave the people a feeling of security. OHa yiaauaa crapuHHBIE CIIOPHI U
Jlasia Hapoy 4yBCTBO yBepeHHOCTH. It opened a thousand roads for inland commerce and an outlet
to the waters of the Pacific Ocean. OHa OTKpbUIa THICSIYY JOPOT [Jisl BHYTPUMATEPUKOBOU TOProBIN
1 BbIXof K BozaM Tuxoro okeana. And if with If in time the need arises for a peaceful division of
our vast state, it will provide us with a neighbor who will have a common language with us, the same
religion, the same institutions and, one can hope, the same concepts of justice in politics. A ecnu
CO BpeMEHEM SIBUTCSI HEOOXOIUMOCTh B MUPHOM pa3esieHUH Halllero OrpOMHOIO TOCYIapcTBa, TO
OHa oOecrieyrBaeT HaM coce/ia, Y KOTOporo OyieT oOIIuii ¢ HaMU SI3bIK, OJJHA PEJIUTHS, OMHH U TE ke
YUYPECKIACHUSA U, MOKHO HAACATHCA, TC KC MMOHATHUA O CIPAaBEIJIMBOCTH B ITOJIMTUKE.

The purchase was completed in 1803, but it was not until the following spring that the cautious
Spanish governor, who governed the region in the name of his monarch, decided to recognize the
rights of the new owners or at least allow them entry into the province. Kyruis coepmmiacs B 1803
TO/Y, OJJHAKO JIUIIIb Ha CIIEYIONIYI0 BECHY OCTOPOXKHBIN UCTIAHCKUH TyOepHATOP, yIPaBIsBIINI 00a-
CTBIO OT JIMIIA CBOETO0 MOHApXa, PElIUyICs MPU3HATh MpaBa HOBBIX BJIAJIEBLEB WM XOTs ObI paspe-
LIMTh UM Bbe31 B TpoBUHLIMIO. But no sooner had the formal transfer been completed than the crowds
of restless people, always overflowing the American outskirts, poured into the forest wilderness along
the right bank of the Mississippi with the same reckless courage that had once driven so many of them
to tireless advance from the Atlantic states to the eastern shores of the Father of Rivers. Ho, ensa
cBepIimiIach (hopMasbHas Tiepeiada, TOJb OeCIIOKOMHBIX JIIOfIEH, BCeraa MeperoTHIONMX aMepH-
KaHCKMEe OKPaWHBI, XJIBIHYJIM B JIECHBIE 1eOpy M0 rpaBomy Oepery Muccucumni ¢ Toii ke OecrieqHoi
OTBEII“OIZ, KaKas B CBO€ BpEMSA CTOJIb MHOI'MX M3 HUX TOJIKaJla Ha HCYCTAHHOC MMPOABHUKECHHUE OT ITpU-
aTIAHTUYECKUX IITATOB JIO BOCTOUYHBIX OeperoB Ortiia Pek.

It took a long time for the numerous wealthy colonists from the southern province to merge with
their new countrymen; but the sparse, poor population of the more northern region found itself almost
immediately drawn into the whirlpool of emigration from the east. ITponuio Hemano Bpemenu, moka
MHOI'OYUCJICHHBIC 6OFaT])I€ KOJIOHHUCTHI U3 I0)KHOH IMPOBHUHIUHA CIINJIUCh CO CBOMMU HOBBIMH COOTC-
YeCTBEeHHMKAMH; 3aTO pejIkoe OeqHOe HacelieHue Ooliee CeBepHOW 00JIacTh OKa3ajioch YyTh JIM HeE
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Cpazy ke BTSHYTO B BOAOBOPOT smurpaiuu ¢ Boctoka. Unbridled after the first successes, it was then
checked, but now unexpectedly broke out in a new violent outbreak. be3ynepixHas mnocie nepBbix
yCIIeX0OB, OHa ObUIa 3aTeM MPUOCTAHOBJIEHA, HO Tereph HEOXKUAAHHO MPOpPBAIach B HOBOW OyHHOM
Bernbiike. The labors and dangers of the previous advance were forgotten when these boundless and
unexplored lands with their imaginary and real riches opened up before enterprising seekers. Tpynbl
" OITACHOCTH ITPEIKHETO MPOABUKCHUA 6bI.HI/I 3a6bITbI, Korjga OTKpPbUIMCh NIEpea MpeaAIrnpuuMinuBbIMUA
MCKATeJISIMU 3TH OECKpaiiH1e 1 HEMCCIIeOBAHHbBIE 3eMJIH C MX BOOOPaKaeMbIMU U AEHCTBUTETbHBIMU
oorarcrBamu. The consequences were just what might be expected when a tempting prospect arises
before a people seasoned in difficulties and new undertakings. [TocnencTeus ObUTH Te caMble, KAKUX
MOXHO OXHMJAaTb, KOrga nepea HapoaoM, 3aKaJICHHBIM B TPYJHOCTAX W HOBBIX HAYMHAHUAX, BO3HU-
KaeT coOJIa3HUTENbHAS IEPCIIEKTHBA.

Thousands of the older generation from what were then called the new states, were abandoning
the joys of their hard-won peace, and, at the head of a procession of sons and grandsons born and
reared in the woods of Ohio and Kentucky, were pushing further into the interior of the continent,
seeking what might, without resorting to poetry, be called a natural and familiar atmosphere. Toicsun
HIOH@ﬁ CTapICro MOKOJIEHUA U3 MITATOB, KOTOPLIC B T€ I'OAbl HA3bIBAJIMCh HOBBIMUW,0TKAa3bIBAJIUCh OT
paﬂOCTCfI TaK TAXKEJIO 3aBOCBAHHOI'O IMOKOA U BO I'JIaBE€ BEPCHULIBI CBIHOBEH U BHYKOB, POAVBIINXCS
1 BeIpocux B Jecax Oraiio u KeHTyKKH, MycKauch Jajblie, B TIyOb MaTeprKa, UIa TOro, 4To
MOXHO Obl, HE yIapsisiCh B TI093HI0, HA3BaTh €CTECTBEHHOM U POICTBEHHOM aTMocdepoil. Among them
was one distinguished man, an old, determined woodsman, who had once been the first to penetrate
into the wilds of the second of those states. bbul B uX uncie OMUH BBIJAOIINICS YEJIOBEK, CTaphbli,
PelIUTENbHBIIECOBUK, HEKOTIa TIEPBbIM MPOHUKINKUI B 0P BTOPOTO U3 Ha3BaHHBIX IITatoB. This
brave and venerable patriarch had now made his last migration to the opposite bank of the river,
leaving it between himself and the crowd which his success had drawn to him, because the old haven
had lost its value in his eyes, constrained by the legal forms of human society. 9TOT OTBaKHBIN U
MOYTEHHBIH MTaTpUapX COBEPIIMI TeNepb CBOE MOCIEHEE NepeceieHre Ha TPOTUBOIIONOKHBIN Oeper
PEKH, OCTaBUB €€ Meky COOO0I0 U TOJIOM, KOTOPYIO MPUTATUBA K HEMY €0 ke yCIieX, IOTOMY YTO
cTapoe MPUCTAHUIIE MOTEePSUIO IIEHY B €ro I1a3ax, CTECHEHHOe Y3aKOHEHHBIMU (popMaMu desioBede-
CKOTO OOIIEKUTHS.

People usually embark on such enterprises either following their habits or being lured by
temptation. B Takue npeanpusTus Joau 0ObIYHO MyCKAIOTCs], JIMOO CIIeAyst CBOMM IPUBBIYKAM, JIMOO
npenblleHHble coonasHoM. A few, in a thirst for quick enrichment, pursued the phantom of hope
and sought gold veins in virgin lands. Equnuie! B kaxae ObICTpOro oOOraiieHus THaJIuCh 3a MpH-
3paKkoM HaJEesK/bl M MCKaJIM 30JI0ThIE JKWJIbl B IEBCTBEHHBbIX 3emuisx. But by far the greater part of
the emigrants settled along rivers and streams, content with the rich harvest with which the muddy
riverside soil generously rewards even the least industrious plowman. Ho kyaa GoJblmiast 9actb SMu-
I'PaHTOB OcealIa BIOJIb PEK U PyUbeB, JOBOJILCTBYSICH OOraThiM ypOKaeM, KaKUM HITUCTAasl IPUpPEeYHast
TMOYBA IIE/IPO HArPaXkJIAaeT Jake He CIIMIIKOM TpyaooouBoro nmaxaps. Thus, with magical speed, new
settlements arose; and those who witnessed the purchase of the deserted region, for the most part,
lived to see how the sovereign state, with all its already considerable population, was received into the
bosom of the national Union on the basis of political equality. Tak ¢ BomeO6HON OBICTPOTON BO3HU-
KaJI1 HOBBIC IIOCEJICHUSA; U TC, HA UbHUX IJIa3aX ITPOUCXOAWJIa IMOKYIIKa HyCTbIHHOI';I O6)IaCTI/I, B 60Hb-
IIIMHCTBE CBOEM JIOXKUJIU JIO TOTO, YTO YBUJIENH, KaK CYBEPEHHBIM IITAT CO BCEM CBOMM YK€ HEMAaJIbIM
HaceJleHneM ObLT ITPUHST B JIOHO HAIMOHATLHOTO CO103a Ha OCHOBE MOJTUTHYECKOTO PAaBHOIIPABUSI.

The events and scenes described in this story relate to the time when the first steps were being
taken in the enterprise that yielded such a quick and successful result. CoObITHS U CIICHBI, ONTICAHHbIC
B 3TOH IMOBECTHU, OTHOCATCA K IOPE, KOrga ACJAIMCh CHIC IIEPBBIC 1Iark B NPCANPUATHN, JaBIICM
CTOJIb OBICTPBIN U YCHICUTHBIN pe3yJIbTar.
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It was the first year of our accession. Illen nepBblil rox Haiero BcTyIuieHus B mpasa. The
harvest had long since been reaped, and the withered leaves on the scattered, sparse trees were already
beginning to take on the colors of autumn, when a string of wagons emerged from the bed of a dry
river and moved further across the rolling plain - or, in the language of the region of which our story
is told, across the "rolling prairie." [JaBHO cHsiTa ObUIa XaTBa, ¥ IOXYXJIasl JIMCTBA HA pa30pOCaHHBIX
PEIKUX AepeBbsX yXke Hayajla MPUHUMATh OCEHHHME KPacKH, KOrjaa BepeHuIa (byproHoB BeIOpasach
U3 pyciia TiepecoxIell peuyky v ABUHYJIACh AaJIbIIIe 10 BCXOJIMIIEHHOW paBHUHE — WJIH, TOBOPSI SI3bI-
KOM TOro Kpasi, 0 KOTOpOM MJET Halll paccKas, M0 «BOJHUCTOM npepumn». The wagons, loaded with
household goods and farming tools, a small scattered flock of sheep and cows, the shabby clothing and
thoughtless faces of the strong fellows striding beside the slowly dragging teams - everything indicated
that this was a caravan of settlers heading West in search of El Dorado. IToBo3ku, rpy:keHHbIe JOMalll-
HUM CKapOOM U 3eMJiee/IbuYeCKUMH OPYIUsIMH, HeOOJbINOe pa3dpenalieecs CTaao OBell U KOPOB,
oOTpernaHHasi ofie)kaa U Oe3MyMHbIE JUIA KPEMKMUX MOJIOLOB, BHIIIATMBAIOIINX TOIE MEIJICHHO
TUIETYIIUXCS YIIPSIKEK, — BCE YKa3bIBAJIO, YTO TO KapaBaH MepecesieHIIeB, OTSAHYBIIMXCS Ha 3amnaj
B Mouckax ipaopano. But contrary to the custom of people of such a disposition, they abandoned
the fertile lands of the South-East and made their way (and how, only such courageous (searchers for
new ways) through ravines, through turbulent streams, through swamps and dry steppes far beyond
the usual limits of settlement. Ho Bpa3pe3 ¢ oObuaem Jofeii Takoro pazdopa oHU OpOCHIIN TIIO0-
ponubie 3emir FOro-Boctoka u mpodpaitics (a Kak, To BEJOMO TOIBKO TAKUM OTBAXHBIM UCKATENISIM
HOBBIX ITyTel) Yepes JIOMIMHBI, yepe3 OypHbIe MOTOKH, Yepe3 TOMH U CYXHe CTEH JAJIEKO 32 OOBIYHBIC
nipenesnsl 3acenenus. Before them lay that broad plain which stretches, so apparently monotonous, to
the foot of the Rocky Mountains; and many long and terrible miles already lay between them and the
turbulent waters of the swift Platte. Ilepen Humu sexana Ta mMpoKasi paBHUHA, YTO TSHETCS, CTONb
Ha BUJ OIIHOO6pa3HaH, 0 IMMOAOIIBbI CKaJINCTBIX rop; ¥ MHOI'O JOJTUX U CTPAIIHBIX MHUJIb YK€ JICTJTIO
MesX1y HUIMU ¥ OypHBIMU BOIaMH CTpeMuTesbHoro [lnarra.

To see such a train in this dreary, uninhabited place was all the more unexpected because the
surrounding nature offered few temptations for the greed of a merchant, and even less could it promise
to a simple settler-farmer. YBunets nomoOHbI 1OE3/1 B TOM YHBIJIOM, HEJTIOAMMOM MecTe ObLIIO TeM
HEOXUJAHHEW, YTO MPUpPOJa BOKPYT Mpejyiaraja Majo coOMa3HOB /ISl KaJHOCTH TOProBlia, U elle
TOTO MEHbIIIE MOIJIa OHa OOeIaTh MPOCTOMY TOCeseHITy-(pepmepy.

The thin prairie grasses offered little evidence of the hard, unyielding soil, over which the
wheels rolled as easily as over a broken road; neither carts nor cattle left any traces on it - only this
stunted and withered grass, which the animals sluggishly nibbled, at times rejecting it altogether as
too astringent food, which even hunger could not chew. Tomuue TpaBbl pepyu Mano roBOpuiIv B
TI0JIb3Y TBEPIO, HETTOAATIMBOM TIOUBBI, IO KOTOPOM KoJieca KaTHJIKCh JIETKO, Kak 1Mo YOUTOM 10pore;
HY TIOBO3KH, HA CKOT HE OCTABJISUTA HA HeH OTIevaTKa — CJie]] COXpaHsiia TOJbKO 9Ta Yaxas v KyX-
Jast TpaBa, KOTOPYIO KUBOTHBIE BSUIO MOIIMTIBIBAJIM, BpEMEHAMH U BOBCE €€ OTBEprasi Kak CIIMIIKOM
TEPIIKYIO MUIILY, KaKyIO U C TOJIOAY HE CKYelllb.

Where were these bold adventurers heading? Kyna nepxaiii nyTh 3T cMelible aBAaHTIOPUCTHI?
For what secret reason, having climbed into this distance, they apparently felt safe? [1o kakoi TaiiHOI
MpUYKHE, 3a0paBIICh B 3Ty Jlajib, OHU, TIO-BUAMMOMY, YyBCTBOBAIM ceOsi B Oe3zomacHocTu? You
would not have noticed in them a shadow of concern, uncertainty or anxiety. Bol He mogmeTHsu Obl B
HUX ¥ TeHH 03a00UEHHOCTH, HeyBepeHHOCTH i TpeBoru. Counting women and children, there were
more than twenty of them. Cunras ¢ JXKeHIIIMHAMY U IETHMU, X OBLIO CBBIITIE ABAIIATH YEIOBEK.

A little ahead of the others walked a man whose appearance and bearing allowed one to
recognize him as the leader of the detachment. Heckonbko Brepeau ocTajbHBIX 1Harajl 4eJoBeK,
Yyell BUJ M OCaHKa MO3BOJISUIA MIPU3HATh B HEM TpensoauTesist orpsiga. He was a tall man, tanned,
middle-aged, with a sullen face and a languid appearance. 1o ObUT BBICOKHI MYyKUYWHA, 3arOpeJIbii
HEMOJIOZIOH, C YIPIOMBbIM JIMLIOM U Bsuiblid ¢ Buay. He seemed lax and stooped, but was broad in the
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shoulders and in fact monstrously strong. OH Ka3ajcs pacxJiss0aHHBIM U CYTYJIbIM, HO ObUI INIMPOK B
rJieyax u Ha jese uynoBuinHo cuieH. Only at times, when some small obstacle suddenly stood in his
way, in his gait, which just now seemed lazy and loose, there immediately appeared that energy that
was hidden in his being, like the sleepy and clumsy, but formidable strength of an elephant. Jlumib
BpEMEeHaMH, Korja Kakas-HuOy/ab HeOoblas oMexa BCTaBajia BAPYT Ha ero MyTH, B €ro MOXOJKe,
TOJIBKO YTO Ka3aBILEHCs JICHUBOM M Pa3BUHYEHHOM, Cpa3y MpOsIBJISIACh Ta SHEPIHUs, YTO Taujach B
€ro CymiecTBe, Kak COHHasl M HEYKJIOxKasi, HO rpo3Has cuia cioHa. His face was dull, with a sharp
fold of the mouth, with a heavy chin; and the forehead, which, as is commonly believed, reflects
our spiritual appearance, was low, sloping and narrow. JIuio OsUTO TyHO€, C Pe3KOH CKJIaJKOW pTa,
C TSDKEJIBIM MOAOOPOIKOM; a JI0O, KOTOPBIH, KaK MPUHATO AyMaTbh, OTPakaeT Halll JyXOBHBIN OOJHUK,
ObLT HU3KUH, IOKATHIN U Y3KH.

The man's clothing was a mixture of a coarse peasant's suit, and those leather accessories which
fashion and convenience had made the necessary distinction of a settler on the march. Ogexaa Ha
YeJioBeKe Oblla CMEeIIaHHAs: IPYOOIIePCTHBINA KPECThSHCKHIA KOCTIOM U K HEMY Te KOXKaHble ITPUHA/I-
JIeKHOCTH, KaKKe MOJIa ¥ yIOOCTBO C/IeNiasii HeOOXOIMMBIM OTIMYKEM TiepecelieHnia B rnoxoje. But
to this heterogeneous attire, something had been added, strangely and tastelessly, for decoration. Ho
K 9TOMY Pa3HOPOTHOMY OJESTHUIO KOe-UTO ObLIO JOOABIEHO MPUIYAJINBO U OE3BKYCHO, [Tl YK pallle-
Hus. Instead of the usual deerskin belt, he was girded with a faded silk scarf of an inconceivable
color; the horn handle of his knife was studded with silver plates; the marten fur on his cap was so
soft and fluffy that a queen might wear it; on his coarse and greasy coat of shaggy cloth, buttons of
Mexican gold glittered; the stock of his gun was carved from excellent mahogany and fastened with
rivets and rings of the same precious metal; Here and there on his broad chest the giant had pinned
on cheap watches with fobs - at least three of them. Bmecto 00pr4HOrO peMHSsI U3 OJIEHbEl KOXKH OH
ObLJT OMOSICaH JIMHSIBIM IIEJKOBBIM Iap( oM HEMBICIMMOW PacIBETKH; POroBasi PyKOSITh €ro HOXa
ObLIa ycakeHa cepeOpsiHbIMU OJIsIXaMK; KYHUH MeX Ha IIarke ObUT TAK MATOK M MYIIHUCT, YTO HOCUTh
ero XOTb KOpOJIeBe; Ha TPyOOM U 3acaieHHOM KadTaHe BOPCHCTOTO CyKHa OlecTesr MyroBUIIbI U3
MEKCHUKAHCKOTO 30JI0Ta; JIOkKa PYKbsi OblIa BRIpE3aHa M3 OTIMYHOTO KPACHOTO JiepeBa U CKperuieHa
3aKJITIKAMU 1 KOJIBLIAMH TOTO K€ IIEHHOTO MEeTaJlIa; 3/1eCh ¥ TaM Ha CBOEH IIMPOKOU I'PyIH BEIMKaH
HAIIeTIWI JIeIeBbie, ¢ OpeslokaMu Yyachl — IITYKW TpH, He MeHbine. In addition to the gun and the bag
thrown over his back, along with the fully stuffed and carefully guarded bag of bullets and the horn
of gunpowder, he casually threw a sharp and wide axe over his shoulder. B no6aBnenue k pyxbio u
MEIIKY, 3a0pPOIIEHHOMY Ha CITUHY BMECTE C JJONOJIHA HAOMTHIMH M TIIATEILHO 00EeperaeMbIMU CyM-
KO C IMyJISIMA M POTOM C TIOPOXOM, OH HEOPE:KHO BCKMHYJI Ha TIJIEY0 OCTPBIN U IMPOKUH Torop. And
he carried all this load on himself, it seemed, as easily as if he were walking, unhindered by anything,
without any burden. 1 Bech 3TOT Ipy3 OH Hec Ha ce0e, Ka3aJloch, TaK JIETKO, KaK €CJIM ObI IIeJT, HuYeM
HE CTECHEHHBIN, 0€30 BCIKOW HOIIIM.

Behind this man, a little behind, walked a crowd of several young men in exactly the same
attire and so similar to each other and to their leader that it was impossible not to recognize in
them members of the same family. 3a 3Tum yenoBekoM, HEMHOTO 033111, IUTK I'yPbOOW HECKOJIBKO
IOHOIIIEH B TOYHO TAKOM e Hapsijie ¥ HACTOJIBKO TIOXOKMX MEXAy cOOOM M Ha CBOErO BOXKAaKa, YTo
HeJb3s1 ObLJIO He TPHU3HATh B HUX WiIeHOB ofHou cembu. Although the youngest of them had hardly
reached the age when, according to the wise judgment of the law, a person comes to his senses, he
did not disgrace his family and was no longer inferior in stature to the others. Xors muaammi u3
HUX €/1Ba JI JIOCTHT TeX JIET, KOT/ia, [0 MyJpOMY CYKJICHHUIO 3aKOHA, YeJIOBEK BXOIUT B pa3yM, OH He
MocpamMmJI CBOM POl M POCTOM Yike He ycTynall octaibHbiM. However, there were people of a different
disposition in the detachment, but we will describe them later, in the course of our story. Bpouem,
ObLIM B OTPsiZIe ¥ JIOOM MHOTO CKJIA/Ia, HO TeX MBI OMMIIEM TOCJIe, IO X0y HAIIero paccKasa.

There were only two grown-up women, although many olive-skinned faces with white curls
and a clear excitement and lively curiosity shining in their eyes peered out from the first wagon of
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the caravan. B3pocibIx keHIMH ObUIO TOJBKO JIBE, XOTS U3 MIEPBOM MOBO3KK KapaBaHA BBITJISIIBIBAIIO
HEMAJIO OJIMBKOBBIX JINYUKOB B 66JII)IX KyIpAX U C TOPEBIIMM B IJila3ax MOHATHBIM B036y)K,HCHI/ICM
mxuBbM Jioo0onbeITcTBOM. The elder of the two adults, withered and wrinkled, was the mother of the
girls and boys who made up the majority of the detachment. Crapias u3 aByx B3pOCJIBIX — YBSI-
mas, BCA B MOpIIXHAX — 6bIHa MAaTEPbIO ACBOYECK U IOHOIHCfI, COCTaBJIABIINX 60)II)IHI/IHCTBO oTpAaa.
The younger was a lively and cheerful girl of eighteen, whose face, clothes, and manners seemed
to indicate that in social status she stood several steps above all her visible companions. Mnagas
e OblTa TIOIBUKHOWMY BeCeJION JEBYIIIKOM BOCEMHA/IIIATH JIET, JIUIIO KOTOPOM, ¥ OJeK/1a, 1 MaHEPHI,
Ka3aJI0Ch, TOBOPUJIM, YTO 1O OOIIECTBEHHOMY TOJIOXKEHUIO OHA CTOUT HA HECKOJIBKO CTYIIEHEH BBIIIE
Bcex ee BUAUMBIX cmyTHUKOB. The canvas sides of the second covered wagon were tightly drawn,
carefully hiding from view what was inside. Ha Bropom KpbIToM (pyproHe napycHHOBblE OOKOBHHBI
OBLTM HATJIyXO 3aJIEPHYTHI, TIIATEJIBHO CKPBIBAs OT B30POB, UYTO B HeM HaxomuTcs. The remaining
wagons were loaded with rough furniture and other household goods that a family could have, ready
at any hour and at any time of the year to leave their habitable place and set out on a long journey.
OcraJibHble IOBO3KH I'PYKEHBI ObLITH IPyO0it MeOeIbIo ¥ IIPOYMM JIOMAITHUM CKapOOM, KaKUM MOTJIa
pacronaraTb CeMbsi, TOTOBasi BO BCSAKUUM Yac U B JOOYI0 TIOPY TOAA CHSTHCS C OOKUTOrO MecTa M
ABUHYTHCA B )laHLHI/Iﬁ ITyThb.

There was perhaps little in the caravan itself, or in the appearance of its owners, that one would
not encounter every day on the main roads of the country, where everything is changeable, everything
is in motion. I B camom KapaBaHe, ¥ BO BHEITHOCTH €r0 BJIa/IENbIIEB, MOKAIYH, MaJIO ObLJIO TAKOTO,
YEero HE BCTPETUIIb KAXKAOJHEBHO Ha 60)II)IHI/IX Aaoporax CrpaHbl, II€ BCEC IEPEMCHYNBO, BCC B IBU-
xenuu. But the uniqueness and desolation of the area they had invaded left a distinct mark of savagery
and adventurism on the settlers. Ho cBoeoOpasue u 6e37o/ibe MECTHOCTH, KyJJa OHU BTOPIJIUCH, HAJIO-
KU Ha TIepeCceIeHIIeB OTYETIIMBYIO METY JUKOCTH U aBaHTIOpU3MA.

In the small valleys, which the very structure of the plain met the travelers at every mile, the
view was limited on two sides by those gentle rises, from which prairies of this type received the name
"undulating", while in the other two directions a long, narrow hollow stretched gloomily, here and
there enlivened by thickets of rather thick, not stiff grass. B HeGombImx qoMMHaX, KaKue 1Mo cCaMoMy
CTPOCHUIO paBHHUHLI BCTPEYAJIUChH ITYTHUKAM Ha Kaxmoﬁ MUJIE, BUJ 6])UI OIrpaHUYEH C ABYX CTOPOH
TEMHU TIOJIOTUMH TIObEMaMHU, TT0 KOTOPLIM TIPEPUM TOTO TUTIA U TIONYYUIIA HA3BAHUE «BOTHHUCTHIX>,
TOrga Kak B ABE€ APYrvue€ CTOPOHLI YHBUIO TAHYJIACh NJIMHHASA, Y3Kasd JIO)K6I/IHEI, TaM U CAM OXKUBIJISIC-
Masl 3apOoCIsIMU JOBOJIBHO TYCTOM, He skecTKol TpaBbl. And from the crests of the rises opened up a
landscape that tired the eyes with its monotony and terribly gloomy. A ¢ rpe6Hell MoABEMOB OTKPHI-
BaJIcs aHMmAa(T, YTOMIISIBIIMA IJ1a3a CBOUM OHOOOpasueM M 10 kyTtu yrpiombiid. The land here
resembled the ocean when its restless billows rise heavily after the fury of a storm that has not yet
subsided: the same uniformly oscillating surface and the same boundless expanse. 3emiss HarOMu-
HaJia 371eCb OKeaH, KOrIjia ero 0ecrioKOWHbIEe BaJIbl TSDKEJIO B3/IBIMAIOTCS TIOCTIE SIPOCTH ellle He YJier-
1mieiicss Oypu: Ta e paBHOMEPHO KosieOsieMast TOBEPXHOCTD U Ta ke Heobo3pumas mups. Indeed, so
striking was the resemblance between the two deserts - water and land - that, however ridiculous this
simple hypothesis may seem to a geologist, a poet involuntarily wants to explain the extraordinary
formation of the plain alternating dominion of these two elements. B camom nierne, Tak Obl10 pa3u-
TEJILHO CXOACTBO MEXKAY ABYMA IMYCTBIHAMHW — BOI W 3€MJIM, — YTO, KaK HU CMCIIHA IMOKAKETCA
reoJiory 3Ta MPOCTasi TUIOTe3a, 03Ty HEBOJILHO X0UYeTCsl OObSCHUTh HEOOBIUAIHYI0 (hopMalvio paB-
HUHBI CMEHOM BJIajibluecTBa 3TUX OBYX ctuxuil. Here and there, from the depths of a hollow, a tall
tree, spreading its bare branches wide, rose like a lonely ship; and to reinforce the deception, a small
grove appeared in the misty distance like a green oval, outlined on the edge of the horizon, like an
island in the middle of the ocean. 31ech 1 TaM BCTaBaIO U3 TITyOMHBI JIOKOMHBI, IMUPOKO PACKIHYB
rojible BETBH, BBICOKOE AEPEBO, KaK OJMHOKHUN KOpadib; M B MOAKpPEIUICHNEOOMaHa MOSIBIISIIACH B
TYMaHHOH [JaJIU 3€JIEHBIM OBAJIOM POIIHUIIA, PUCYSICh HAa Kpalo KPyro3opa, TOUHO OCTPOB CPEIH OKe-
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a”a. There is no need to point out to the reader, if he is an experienced man, that the monotony
of the surface increases the distance, especially when viewed from a low point; but, as hillock after
hillock and island after island floated by, the sad certainty grew stronger that a long and seemingly
endless strip of land would have to be traversed before even the most modest desires of the plowman
could be realized. Het HyX/pI YKa3bIBaTh YUTATEIIIO, €CJIA OH OBIBAJIBIN YEJIOBEK, YTO OMHOOOpa3ue
MOBEPXHOCTU YBEJIMUMBAET PACCTOSTHUE, OCOOCHHO KOTJla CMOTPHUIIIb C HU3KOW TOYKH; HO, TIO Mepe
TOTO Kak MpoIUIbIBaIK Oyrop 3a OyrpoM M OCTPOB 32 OCTPOBOM, KpeIula MedaibHasi yBePEeHHOCTb,
YTO MPUIETCS MPOUTH JJIMHHYIO U TI0 BULy HECKOHYAEMYIO TOJIOCY 3eMellb, MOKYAa CMOTYT OCYIIle-
CTBUTBCS XOTSI ObI CaMble CKPOMHBIE JKeJIaHH sl XJ1eOomnariia.

Nevertheless, the leader of the settlers stubbornly continued on his way, determining it only
by the sun, and, resolutely turning his back on civilized settlements, with each step he went further
- not to say irrevocably - deeper into the country where the nomadic Indian hunters roam. Bce xe
BOKaK TIEPECEJICHIIEB YIIOPHO MPOIOIKA CBOM MyTh, OMPEAEsisl €ro TOJIBbKO IO CONHILY, U, Pellu-
TEJIBHO O6paT${Cb CIIMHOU K IIUBUJIN30BAHHBIM ITOCEJICHUAM, C KaXKIbIM IIIaroM BCEOAJIbIIIC — ‘{TO6BI
He CKa3aTh OECIIOBOPOTHO — YIITYOISUICS B CTPaHy, I7ie KOUYIOT OXOTHUKHU-UH/IEHIIBL. But evening was
approaching, and in his mind, perhaps incapable of developing a coherent system of precautions, other
than those required at the given hour, anxiety nevertheless stirred: how to arrange for an overnight
stay? Ho HayiBurasicsi Beuep, ¥ B €ro yme, ObITh MOKET He CIIOCOOHOM BBIPA0OTATh CBSI3HYIO CUCTEMY
Mep MPeIOCTOPOKHOCTH, IOMUMO TeX, Kakue TpeOyIoTCsl B JaHHBIN Yac, BCe JKe 3allleBeIHIoch Oec-
MOKOWCTBO: KaK TYT YCTPOUTHCS C HOWIErom?

Having climbed to the crest of a hill, slightly higher than the others, he stood for a minute and
cast a half-curious glance to the left and right, looking out for the well-known signs of a place where
all three essential items would be present - water, fuel, feed for livestock. ITonHsBIIMCE Ha rpeOeHb
XOJIMa, 9yTh 00JIee BHICOKOTO, YeM JIpyrue, OH MOCTOST C MUHYTY U KUHYJI IOy TI0OOTBITHBIN B3IJISI]T
HAJIEBO M HAIPABO, BHICMATPUBASI TIO OOIIEU3BECTHBIM MPU3HAKAM MECTO, Iie ObLUTH Obl HAIUIIO BCE
TPY BaXHEHIINX MpeMeTa — BOJIa, TOIUIMBO, KOPM JJIsI CKOTA.

The attempt, apparently, was unsuccessful, because after a few seconds of casual, careless
inspection, the giant trudged down the gentle slope with the sluggish gait with which a well-fed animal
would trudge after taking on a heavy pack. [TonbITka, Kak BUIHO, OcTaslach Oe3yCHenTHOM, [TOTOMY YTO
T0CJie HECKOJIbKUX CEKYH/I HeOpeKHO-HEPaJAMBOIO OCMOTPA BEJIMKAH IMOIUIEJICS] BHU3 10 OTJIOTOMY
CKJIOHY TE€M BSUIBIM IIArOM,KaKMM TIOOpesio Obl pACKOPMIIEHHOE KUBOTHOE, TIPUHSIB TSIKEJIBII BHIOK.

His example was silently followed by all who followed him, although the young men, each in
his turn making the same inspection, showed much more interest, if not excitement. Ero npumepy
MOJTYa MOCJIeOBANIM BCE, KTO IIIEJT 32 HUM, XOTSI MOJIOJbIE JIIO/IY, TPOJESIbIBasi KaXKIbI B CBOU Yepes
TOT %€ OCMOTP, BHIKa3bIBIN Ky/a OOJIbIIIe 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH, e He BoiHeHus. From the slow
movements of both animals and people it was clear that the hour was approaching when rest became
necessary. ITo MEOJIUTEJIBHBIM ABUXECHUAM U KUBOTHBIX U HIOHCﬁ 6I)UIO SICHO, YTO IIOOAXOOUT 4ac,
Korjia OTAbIX cTaHoBUTCS HeoOxomum. The bushy grass in the hollows presented an obstacle which
fatigue made more and more difficult; and more and more often it was necessary to resort to the whip
- otherwise the horses in the harness refused to go further. Kycrucras TpaBa B noxOnHax npencras-
JIs71a TIPETSITCTBUE, KOTOPOE YCTAJIOCTh Jieiaia Bee Oosiee TPYAHBIM; M BCE Yallle PUXOAUIIOCH TIPH-
oerath K KHYTY — WHa4Je JIOA/IM B YIPsDKKAX OTKa3bIBaIMCh UATU Jajbine. And so, when fatigue
took possession of everyone except the leader, the detachment froze in place before a sudden and
unexpected spectacle. I BoT, Koraa ycraiocTb OBjajesna BCEMU, KpOME BOXaka, OTpsill 3aMep Ha
MecTe Tiepe]] 3peUIEeM BHE3AMHBIM U HeK JAaHHBIM.

The sun set behind the crest of the nearest "wave", as always leaving behind a wide blazing strip.
CornHile 3aKaTUIOCh 3a rpeOeHb ONMKalIell «BONHBI», KaK BCErla OCTaBUB IMOCie cedsl IMPOKYIO
npLTatonyio nosocy. In the midst of the fiery stream, a human figure appeared, outlined against the
gilded background so clearly and so tangibly that it seemed one could reach out and grab it. [Tocpeau
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OTHEHHOT'O TIOTOKA BO3HUKJIA (pUrypa YesoBeKa, pUcOBaBIIAsICS HA TIO30JI0UEHHOM (pOHE TaK YETKO
Y TaK 0Cs132€MO, UTO, Ka3aJIoCh, PyKY IIPOTSIHYTh — M CXBaTHIIb. It was enormous; its pose expressed
thought and sadness; and it stood before the people directly in their path. OHa 6puIa OrpoMHa; 1032
BbIpa’kaJla pa3lyMbe U Mevajib; U CTOsUIa OHA MEPEe JII0AbMU MPsAMO Ha ux myTH. But in this bright
frame of light, it was impossible to recognize its true dimensions. Ho B 310i1 sipkoii cBeTOBOI1 OIIpaBe
ObLIIO HEBO3MOXHO PACHO3HATh UCTUHHBIE €€ pa3Mephl.

The impression of the spectacle was immediate and powerful. Bneyatnenue ot 3pesnmiia 6su10
MrHoBeHHbIM U ciibHBIM. The leader of the settlers immediately stopped and looked at the mysterious
creature with a dull curiosity that soon turned into superstitious fear. Boxak nepecesieHIIeB cpa3y
OCTAQHOBWJICS U TJIsIIET HA TAMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO C TYIIBIM JIDOONBITCTBOM, BCKOPE TMepelIeAnM
B cyeBepHbIi cTpax. His sons, as soon as they had mastered their excitement, slowly surrounded their
father; and when those who drove the teams approached, the entire detachment huddled together
in one silent and astonished group. Ero chiHOBbsI, Kak TOJBKO CIPABWJIUCH C BOJIHEHUEM, MEJJIEHHO
OKPYKWJIM OTHA; a KOorga nogouuivu U T€, KTO YIIPaBJIAI YIIPAKKAMU, BECb OTPAI CIpydUJICA B OAHY
0e3MOJIBHYIO U yOuBJIeHHYO rpymiy. But, although the travelers, as one, imagined that something
supernatural stood before them, the clicking of locks was immediately heard, and two or three young
men, the boldest, had already raised their guns. Ho, XoTs1 myTeIrecTBeHHUKHY BCe, KaK OJMH, BOOOpa-
3WJIM, YTO TIepe]] HUIMU HEUTO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE, TOTYAC MOCIBIIIAIOCH IIEJTKAaHUE 3aMKOB, a IBOE
WJIM TPOE IOHOIIIEH, CaMble CMeJIble, YK€ BCKUHYJIH PYKbsl.

“Tell the boys to go to the right!” — Benu manbumkam 3aiitu cripaBa! the mother shouted
decisively in a sharp, hoarse voice. — pemuTeNIbHO 3aKpUyaia pe3KuM, XPUILIBIM IOJIOCOM MaTb.
“Eiza or Abner will surely be able to figure out what kind of creature it is!” — D¥iza umm D0Hep yx
HAaBEPHOE CMOTYT Pa300parhCsi, YTO ITO 32 TBAPb!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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