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AHHOTaAMSA

Xotute uyntaTh Kynepa Ha aHIIMACKOM ¢ TiepeBooM?

Ta KHUTA YCTPOEHA TaK: KaX/JI0€ aHJIMIICKOE MpeIokKeHNe cpasy
COIPOBOX/JAETCS PYCCKMM TEKCTOM. BbI He JieseTe B CJIOBaph U He
TepsieTe HUTh MoBecTBOBaHUs. IIpocTo ynTaete — M NMOHMMaeTe BCe
C TIepPBOH CTPaHHUIIBI.

«IIpepusi» — MATHIA, 3aKJIIOYUTETBHBI pPOMaH MEHTAJIOTHH O
Hartu Bammo. Ctapblil OXOTHUK OKa3bBaeTcsl B OECKpaifHUX CTersix,
IJie HeT JIeCOB, KOTOpble OH 3HaJ BCIO W3Hb. [IOrOHM, CTBHIYKH,
OJMHOKAs CTapOCTh U BCTpeyva, KoTopast MeHsieT BCE. CIOKeT AepKUT
B HallpsOKEHWW, U BBl HE 3amevaere, KaK aHTIMACKWHA CTaHOBUTCS
TIOHSITHEE C KAXON CTPaHUIIEH.

UYuraiite npo ceOsl, YTOObI MPUBBIKHYTH K A3BIKY. UnTaliTe BCIyX,
YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH PEUb U CHUMATh SI3bIKOBOK Oaphep.
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Xorute untars Kynepa Ha aHITIMICKOM C IEPEBOIOM?

DTa KHUra yCTPOEHA TaK: KaXJ0e aHIJIUKCKOe MpeIokKeHue
Cpazy COIMpPOBOXK/IAETCSI PYCCKUM TEKCTOM. Bbl He Jie3ere B ciio-
Bapb U He TepsieTe HUTh nmoBecTBOBaHus. [Ipocto unraere — u
MOHMMAETE BCE C MEePBOU CTPAHUIIBI.

«[Ipepusi» — MATHINA, 3aKTIOYUTETBHBIA POMaH MEHTAJIOTHU
o Hartu bamno. Ctapblii OXOTHUK OKa3bIBaeTcsl B OeCKpaiHuX
CTemnsiX, TJie HeT JIeCOB, KOTOPbIe OH 3HAJ BCIO KW3Hb. [loroHu,
CTBIUKM, OJIMHOKAsi CTApOCTh U BCTPEYa, KOTOpask MEHseT BCE.
CroeT IepXKUT B HAITPSDKEHUU, W Bbl HE 3aMevaeTe, Kak aHIIni-
CKMI CTAHOBUTCS MOHSATHEE C KaKAOW CTPAaHULIEH.

Yuraiite ipo cebsi, 4TOObI MPUBBIKHYTh K SI3bIKY. UuTaiite
BCITyX, YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH PeYb U CHUMATh SI3BIKOBOM Oaphbep.

© Camoiutos A.T'., 2026r.

James Fenimore Cooper [Ixeitmc ®enumop Kynep
Prairie IIpepus

Introduction Beeneune

The geological structure of that part of America which lies
between the Alleghenies and the Rocky Mountains has given
rise to many ingenious theories. ['eoornyeckoe crpoeHue Ton
yacTh AMEPHKH, YTO JIEKUAT MeXLy AsuteraHamy U CKaJUCThI-
MU rOpaMu, MOPOUIIO HEMAJIO OCTPOYMHBIX Teopuid. In fact, this



vast region is one continuous plain. B camom nene, oOmmpHbIit
STOT Kpail MpecTaBisieT coOo CIUIONIHYI0 paBHUHY. Travel it
lengthwise and crosswise—fifteen hundred miles from east to
west, six hundred from north to south—and you will hardly
encounter a single height worthy of the name of mountain. I[Tpoii-
JUTE €€ BAOJb U MONEepPeK — IMOJITOPBI THICYM MUJIb C BOCTOKA
Ha 3araj, IeCcThCOT C CeBEpa Ha 10T, — U Bbl €]Ba JI BCTPETH-
T€ XOTh OAHY BBICOTY, TOCTOMHYIO Ha3BaTbcsi ropoil. High hills
are rare here, although a considerable part of the plain is marked
by the characteristic “undulation,” as described in the opening
pages of our story. Bbicokue X0nMBbl 1 Te 3[eCh B PEAKOCTb, XOTsI
3HAUMTEJIbHYIO YaCTh PABHUHBI OTMEYAET XapaKTepHasi «BOJTHU-
CTOCTh», KaK 3TO OMKCAHO HA TIEPBBIX CTPAHUIIAX HaIlel MoBe-
CTH.

There is reason to believe that the territory now comprising
Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and a large portion of the
country west of the Mississippi, was once under water. Ectb oc-
HOBAHUS yMarh, YTO TEPPUTOPU S, BKIIIOHaomas cernyac Orano,
Wnmunoiic, Uuauany, Muunrad v 3Ha4MTeSIbHYIO YacTb CTPaHbl
K 3amaay or Muccucunu, Hekoraa jexana noj Bogou. The soil
of these states is alluvial; and many isolated boulders have been
found there, the nature and position of which do not easily permit
of their being carried there by floating ice. [lousa nepeumncnen-
HBIX ILITATOB MPEJICTABIISIET COOO0I AJUTIOBUAJIbHBIE OTJIOKEHUS; U
HEeMaJIo HalJJeHO 371eCh OJIMHOKMX KAMEHHBIX TJIBIO, IPUPO/a KO-
TOPBIX U PACTIOJIOKEHUE HE TIO3BOJISIOT C JIETKOCTBIO OTOPOCHTh



MBICJIb, YTO OHU ITPUHECEHBI CI0AA TU1aByuuM JibaoM. This theory
holds that the Great Lakes were depressions in the bed of a vast
fresh-water lake, so deep that they could not be drained by the
cataclysm which exposed the land. 9ta Teopus cuutaer, uro Be-
JIMKUe o3epa ObLIM SIMUHAMH Ha JIHE OTPOMHOTO MTPECHOBOHO-
o 03epa, HACTOJIBKO ITyOOKMMH, YTO MX HE MOT OCYIIIUTh KaTa-
KJIU3M, OOHAKUBIIHI CYIITY.

It must not be forgotten that the French, while they held
Canada and Louisiana, laid claim to the entire territory in
question. He ciemyer 3a6piBaTh, 4TO (ppaHIry3bl, MOKA BIAJCIH
Kananon n JlynsuaHnou, nmpeTeH10BaJld ¥ HA BCIO O3HAYEHHYIO
tepputopuio. Their hunters and advance troops were the first
to establish contact with its wild inhabitants, and the earliest
descriptions of these lands that have come down to us are
from the pens of French missionaries. IXx oxoTHuku u nepe-
JIOBbIE OTPsI/Ibl BOMCK MEPBBIMU 3aBOAWJIM CHOLIEHUS C TUKU-
MU ee oOuTaTeNIsIMU, U CaMble PaHHUE AOIIEIIINe 10 HAC OMH-
CaHUs TUX 3eMeJlb MTPUHAAJIeKAT Nepy (PpaHIy3CKUX MUCCHO-
HepoB. That 1s why many French words came into use in this
part of America, and the names given to many places in French
became firmly established. Bor nouemy B 31Ol uyactu Ame-
PYKH BOIIUIO B OOMXO HEMaJIO (PpaHIly3CKHX CIIOB U 32 MHO-
TMMH MECTaMH MPOYHO YTBEPOWJIUCh HAUMEHOBAHUSsI, JIaHHbIE
uM Ha (paniry3ckom si3bike. When the first adventurers who
penetrated here discovered in the heart of the forests vast plains
covered with bushes or lush grasses, they naturally called them



meadows. Korza nepBbie MpOHUKIINE CI0/Ia UCKATENN MPHUKITIO-
YEeHWI OTKPBUIM B CEPIIE JIECOB HEOOO3PHMBbIE PABHHHBI, TIO-
pocIre KyCTApHUKOM W OYHHBIMY TpaBaMU, OHH, €CTECTBEH-
HO, Ha3Banu ux jgyramu. When the English came to replace the
French and encountered a region different from anything they
had seen in Europe, and already designated by a word that in their
native language expressed nothing, they retained for these natural
"meadows" their conventional name. Korna e Ha cmeny ¢pas-
I[y3aM MPHIIUIA aHTJIMYaHE U BCTPETHIIM MECTHOCTb, OTJIMYHYIO
OT BCero, 4To Buaenu oHu B EBpore, 1 yxe 0003HaueHHYIO CJI0-
BOM, Ha POJJHOM HX SI3bIKE HE BbIPAKaBIIIMM HUYETO, OHU OCTaBH-
JIX 32 STUMU NPUPOJHBIMU «JIyTaMU» UX YCJIOBHOE HAMMEHOBa-
Hue. So — in this special meaning — the French word "prairie"
entered the English language. Tak — B 3TOM 0cOOOM 3HaUEHUN
— (ppaHILy3CKOE CJIOBO «prairie» BOIUIO B aHIJIMACKUU SI3bIK.
There are two kinds of prairies in America. B Amepuke ecTb
nBa Bujga nipepuit. Those that lie east of the Mississippi are
comparatively small, extremely fertile, and always surrounded
by forests. Te, 4To JiexxaT Ha BOCTOK OT MuccuUCUIM, CPaBHU-
TeJIbHO HEBEJIMKH, UPE3BBIYANHO IJIONOPOIHBI U BCET/Ia OKPYKe-
Hbl tecamu. They lend themselves to cultivation and are quickly
populated. OHM TIOMAAIOTCS KYJABTYPHOU 0OpabOTKE M OBICTPO
3acensiorcs. The states of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan
abound in them. Vimu nzoounyior mrratel Oraiio, MmHoric, MH-
nuaHa 1 Muuuras. Here the scarcity of timber and water makes
itself felt—a grave evil where men have not yet corrected nature



with their art. 3neck qaet ceOst 3HaTh CKYIOCTh Jieca ¥ BOJIbI —
TSKKOE 3JI0 TaM, IJie JIIAU CBOMM MCKYCCTBOM €llle He UCIIpa-
BUM nipupoay. But since this whole region is said to be rich in
coal, and, as a rule, water can be dug everywhere, enterprising
settlers are gradually overcoming these difficulties. Ho tak kak
BCSl 9Ta MECTHOCTb, TOBOPSAT, OoraTa KAMEHHBIM YIJIEM M, Kak
MIPaBUJIO, TIOBCIOAY MOXHO TOPBITHCSI IO BOJBI, MPEANPUIMYN-
BbIE MTOCEJIEHIIbI TOCTETIEHHO OJJONIEBAIOT ST TPYAHOCTH.

The second type of meadows lies to the west of the
Mississippi, several hundred miles from the river, and is called
the Great Prairies. JIyra Broporo Tuma jexar K 3anazay oT Muc-
CHCHIH, B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSIX MUJIb OT PEKH, U MOTY4YUIN Ha-
3BaHue bonbinux npepuit. Of all that we know in the world,
they most resemble the steppes of Tartary: these are vast lands
where, for lack of the two conditions of life mentioned above,
a large population cannot feed. 13 Bcero, 4to HaMm U3BECTHO B
MUpe, OHU HanOoJIee MOXOAAT Ha cTernu TaTapuu: 3TO OOIITMpPHBIE
3eMJIH, TJIe 32 OTCYTCTBUEM JIByX YKAa3aHHBIX BBIIIE KU3HEHHbBIX
YCJIOBUI HE MOXKET IPOKOPMUTHCSI MHOTOUUCIIEHHOE HACEJIeHUeE.
True, there are many rivers here; but the area is almost deprived
of the farmer's joy - streams and springs, which so contribute to
the fertility of the soil. [IpaBaa, pek 3aech MHOTO; HO MECTHOCTh
NOYTH JIIIEHA OTPabl 3eMJIEIeIblIa — PYUYbEB U POJHUKOB, TaK
CMOCOOCTBYIOIIMX IJIONOPOAUIO MOYBHI.

When and how the American Great Prairies were formed
is one of the most complex mysteries of nature. Korna u kak



o0pa3zoBaIMCh aMepuKaHckue bosblive npepur — ofHa U3 ca-
MBIX CJIOXHBIX 3arajiok npupoabl. High fertility is a common
property that distinguishes the soil of the United States, Canada
and Mexico. Bricokoe mofgopoaue ecTb o0iliee CBOICTBO, OTIIH-
yarouiee 1ouBy CoeaunHensbix IlItatos, Kananet 1 Mekcuku. It
is difficult to find on the globe another area of such length where
there would be so little unsuitable land as in the inhabited parts of
our country. TpyIHO HalTH Ha 3€MHOM LIape APYTYIO CTOJIb Ke
MPOTSKEHHYIO TUIOIIA/Tb, T ObLIO Obl TAaK MaJIO HEPUTOHON
3eMJIH, KaK B OOMTaeMbIX YacTsIX Haiew ctpaHbl. The mountain
slopes are for the most part amenable to plowing; and even the
prairie soil in this part of the republic is nothing more than a
thick layer of sediment. CkJI0HBI TOp 1O GOJBIIIEN YaCTH TIOAIA-
I0TCS BCIIAIIKE; U AaXe TI0YBa MPEepUil B ITOW YacTH pecmyOnu-
KA €CThb HE YTO MHOE, KaK MOIIHBIA cJIod HaHocoB. The same
can fairly be said of the lands between the Rocky Mountains
and the Pacific Ocean. To ke MOXHO CITpaBe/IJIMBO OTHECTH U K
3emy1siM Mexky CkamuctbiMu ropamu v Tuxum okeanom. Here
lies a wide strip of semi-desert, on which the action of this story
takes place and which at first, obviously, served as a barrier to the
further penetration of Americans to the west. 31ech HIMPOKOIA
TI0JIOCOM JIEXKHUT IOJTYITCThIHS, HA KOTOPOY pa3bIlPhIBAETCS JEU-
CTBHUE HACTOSIIEN IOBECTU U KOTOPAsi MOHAYATY, OYEBU/IHO, CITy-
’KWJ1a TPerpajou Uil JaJbHEUILEro IpOHUKHOBEHUS] aMEPUKaH-
1ieB Ha 3amnajg. However, since the first publication of the book,
the borders of the republic have expanded right up to the Pacific



Ocean, and the settler, following the trapper, has already settled
on its very shores. Bipouem, co BpemeHu epBOro U3AaHusi KHU-
TY TIpe/iesibl PECITyONIMKY PACIIIVPUIHCh BILIOTHh 10 THXOro oke-
aHa, M TOcCeJIeHell, Cle/lysl 3a TparmepoM, yxke BOABOPUJICS Ha
caMbIX ero Oeperax.

The great prairies have apparently become the last refuge of
the red men. Bosnbinve npepuu cTanu, BUANMO, TOCTIETHUM MTPU-
cTaHuileM KpacHokoxux. The remnants of the Mohicans and
Delawares, Creeks, Choctaws and Cherokees are destined to live
out their days on these wide plains. OcraTkam MOTMKaH U jieja-
BapoOB, KPUKOB, YOKTO M YEPOKOB CYKACHO JI0KUBATh CBOM BEK
Ha 3TUX MMpoKuX paBHUHaX. The total number of Indians in
our country, according to widely differing estimates, is from one
hundred to five hundred thousand souls. O0mast YMcIeHHOCTb
VH/ICWIIEB B HAIIIEW CTPAHE COCTABJISIET, IO CUJIBHO PACXOASIIUM-
cs1 TIOfICYeTaM, OT CTa JI0 MATUCOT Thicsu Ayl The greater part
of them inhabit the lands west of the Mississippi. bosbinas yacts
UX HaceJsieT 3eMJiM K 3anagy ot Muccucunu. At the time of our
story, they were constantly fighting among themselves, and tribal
feuds were handed down from generation to generation. B Ty no-
Py, O KOTOPO# MOWAET HAIll PacCKa3, OHU HEMPECTAaHHO BOEBAJIU
MEeXIy coOOl M TUIEMEeHHAasi Bpak/a MepenaBaiach U3 MOKoJe-
Hus B nokosnenue. The Republic has done much to pacify this
wild region, and now one can travel with safety where twenty-
five years ago civilized man did not dare to go without a guard.
Pecry6mmka MHOTO cienasa Jist 3aMUpPEHH s TOTO TUKOTO Kpasi,



Y HbIHE MOKHO O€30MacHO IMyTelIecTBOBATh TaM, Ky/ia JieT JBa-
JIaTh MSATh Ha3a/l IIMBUJIM30BAHHBIN YeJIOBEK HE OTBAXKUBAJICS
3aexarh 0e3 OXpaHbl.

Recent events have brought the Great Prairies into the public
consciousness, and we now read of travels across them, just as
half a century ago we eagerly read the stories of the settlers who
made their way to Ohio and Louisiana. HegaBHue coowitrist 10-
CTaBWJIM BoJbIMM npepusiM IUPOKYI0 U3BECTHOCTh, U MbI CEii-
9ac YUTaeM O MyTeHIeCTBUAX 110 HUM, KaK MOJIBEKa Ha3a/1 KaIHO
YHMTaJIM pacCKashl MiepecesieHIeB, mpoopasimxcs B Oraiio u Jly-
u3uany. It is a sign of the times that businesslike discussions are
already underway as to where to build a railroad across these vast
spaces, and such a project no longer seems a chimera to people.
OTmeTnM, Kak 3HAMEHHE BpeMEeHH, UTO yXke HJET JIeJIOBOe 00-
CYXXI€HUE, 110 KAKUM MECTaM ITPOBECTH KeJIE3HYIO I0POry Yepes
9TU TIPOCTOPBI, U TAKOU MPOEKT OOJIbIIIE HE KAKETCS JHOASAM XH-
MEPOH.

With this book we conclude the story of Leatherstocking.
DTOM KHUTOM Mbl 3akiaodaeM mnoBecTb 0 Koxkanom Yyske.
Weighed down by years, he is no longer a deerslayer or a warrior,
but becomes a trapper, that is, a hunter of wild animals, of which
there are many in the Great West. OTaAryeHHblii TogaMu, OH yxke
He 3BepoOOi M He BOWH, OH CTAHOBHUTCSI TPAIIEPOM, TO eCTh
3BEPOJIOBOM, Kakux Hemasio Ha Benvkom 3anaze. The sound of
the axe drives him from his beloved forests, and in hopeless
resignation to fate he seeks refuge on the bare plain that stretches



to the Rocky Mountains. CTyk Toropa mporsaji ero u3 ero Jioou-
MBIX JIECOB, ¥ B O€3HaIC:KHON TIOKOPHOCTH CY/IhO€ OH UIIET IPH-
Oe’KuIla Ha TOJION paBHUHE, TPOTSHYBIIeNcs 10 CKaJIUCTHIX TOP.
Here he spends his last years and dies as he lived, a philosopher-
hermit, possessed of only a few faults, knowing no vices, honest
and sincere as nature herself. 3gech OH TPOBOAUT CBOM MOCIE/-
HYE TOIbl ¥ YMUPAET, KaK KW, (PUI0cooM-OTIIETBHUKOM, 00-
JIAJABIIMM JIMIIIb HEMHOTMMH HEJOCTaTKaMM, HE 3HaBIIMM IIO-
POKOB, YECTHBIM U UCKPEHHUM, KaK cama Mpupoja.

Chapter I I'masa I

I ask, shepherd: out of friendship or for money — IIpory, nac-
TyX: U3 IpYKObl WJIb 32 ICHbIU —

Is it possible for us to get some food here in the wilderness?
Henb3s nu 31€Ch B IyIIKA JOCTaTh HAM ALK ?

Bring us together where we can find shelter... CBenu Hac, e
Obl HAM TIPUIOT HAWTH. . .

Shakespeare, As You Like It Illekcriup, «Kak Bam 310 noHpa-
BUTCAO»

At one time much was said and written about the advisability
of annexing the vast territory of Louisiana to the United States,
already vast and only half populated. OgHO Bpemsi MHOTO U rO-
BOPHWJIOCH M TIMCAJIOCh O TOM, CTOUT JIM TIPHUCOEANHSTH OOIIHp-
Hble 3emuin Jlynsuanbik tepputopusim Coeaunenssix Illtatos,
u 6e3 TOro OrpOMHBIM U JIMIIIb HATOJIOBMHY 3aceieHHbIM. But
when the heat of the controversy cooled and party considerations



gave way to broader views, the wisdom of the measure was
generally recognized. Ho, korma ropssuHOCTh COPOB MOOCTHI-
Jla ¥ pasHble MapTHIHBIE COOOpaKeHHs YCTYIUIM MECTO Ooree
HIMPOKUM B3IVIsiAaM, pa3yMHOCTb 3TOM Mepbl Moyumsia ooiiee
npusHaHue. It soon became apparent even to the most limited
minds that if, by the will of nature, the wilderness had placed
a limit to the westward advance of our people, this measure
placed in our hands a strip of fertile land which, otherwise, in
the course of events, some other nation among our rivals might
have seized. Bckope gaxe 151 caMblX OrpaHMYEHHbIX YMOB CTa-
JIO OYEBUAHO, YTO €CJIU O BOJIE MPUPOAbI MYCTHIHS MOJIOKUIIA
npejien MPOABUKEHUMIO HAIllero Hapoja Ha 3amajl, TO 9Ta Mepa
OTJaJIa B HAIIM PYKH TIOJIOCY TUIOJOPOAHBIX 3€Melb, KOTOPYIO
MHaYe, B KPYroBOPOTe COOBITUI, MOT Obl 3aXBAaTHTh JAPYTOM Ka-
KOM-1M00 HapoJ U3 YMCJIa HalllMX COMEpHUKOB. It made us sole
masters of the whole vast interior and brought under our control
the innumerable tribes of savages who lived on our borders.
Omna czenana HaC eTMHOBJIACTHBIMU XO035I€BaMH BCEH OOIIMPHOM
BHYTpPEHHel 00JacTH M MOCTaBIJIA TIOJ] HAlll KOHTPOJb Oecyrc-
JIEHHbIE TIJIeMeHa JUKapei, KUBIIe y Hammx rpanui. It settled
ancient disputes and gave the people a feeling of security. Ona
yJlaaujia CTapuHHbIE CIIOPbI U Jjajla HApoAy YyBCTBO YBEPEHHO-
ctu. It opened a thousand roads for inland commerce and an
outlet to the waters of the Pacific Ocean. OHa OTKpbLIa ThICSUY
JOPOT ISl BHYTPUMATEPUKOBOI TOPTOBJIU U BBIXOJ K BojiaM Tu-
xoro okeaHa. And if with If in time the need arises for a peaceful



division of our vast state, it will provide us with a neighbor who
will have a common language with us, the same religion, the same
institutions and, one can hope, the same concepts of justice in
politics. A eciu co BpeMeHeM SIBUTCSI HeOOXOJUMOCTh B MUPHOM
pasJieNieHn HaIllero OrpOMHOTO TOCYIapCTBa, TO OHA 0OeCeyr-
BaeT HaM cocefia, Y KOTOporo Oy/eT OOIIuil ¢ HaMU sI3bIK, OHA
pEUrusi, OOHU U Te e YUPEKAEHUS U, MOKHO HAJIeSAThCS, TE ke
TIOHSTHUS O CIPABEIJIMBOCTU B TIOJIUTHKE.

The purchase was completed in 1803, but it was not until
the following spring that the cautious Spanish governor, who
governed the region in the name of his monarch, decided to
recognize the rights of the new owners or at least allow them
entry into the province. Kyrns cosepimnacs B 1803 rony, onHa-
KO JIMIIIb Ha CJIETYIONTYI0 BECHY OCTOPOXKHBIN UCTIAHCKHUH TyOep-
HATOp, YNPaBJISIBIIMI 00aCThi0 OT JIMIIA CBOETO MOHApXa, pe-
IIUJICS IPU3HATH [TPaBa HOBBIX BJIAJIEJIbLIEB WM XOTsI ObI pa3pe-
IIUTh UM Bbe3j B MpoBuHIMIO. But no sooner had the formal
transfer been completed than the crowds of restless people,
always overflowing the American outskirts, poured into the
forest wilderness along the right bank of the Mississippi with the
same reckless courage that had once driven so many of them
to tireless advance from the Atlantic states to the eastern shores
of the Father of Rivers. Ho, enBa cepmmiace (popmasibHas me-
penaya, TONIbl OECOKOMHBIX JIOfIEH, BCEraa MepenonHsIomuX
aMepHKAHCKUE OKPAWHbI, XJIBIHYJIH B JIECHBIE IOpH TI0 ITPaBOMY
Oepery Muccucuiu ¢ Tou ke OecrieqHOl OTBarou, Kakas B CBOe



BpeMsI CTOJIb MHOTMX U3 HUX TOJIKaJIa HA HEYCTaHHOE TIPOJIBIIKE-
HHE OT MPUATIAHTUIECKHUX IIITATOB JI0O BOCTOUHBIX Oeperos OTiia
Pexk.

It took a long time for the numerous wealthy colonists from
the southern province to merge with their new countrymen; but
the sparse, poor population of the more northern region found
itself almost immediately drawn into the whirlpool of emigration
from the east. IIpomuio Hemano BpeMeHU, MOKAa MHOTOYKCIIEH-
Hble OOraThle KOJIOHUCTHI U3 I05KHOU TIPOBUHITUY CJIVTUCH CO CBO-
MMM HOBBIMH COOTE€YECTBEHHMKAMHU; 3aTO peJKoe OeHoe Hace-
JieHue Oosee ceBEepHOM 00JIaCTH 0Ka3aloch YyTh JIM HE cpasy Ke
BTSIHYTO B BOJIOBOPOT aMurpaiimu ¢ Boctoka. Unbridled after the
first successes, it was then checked, but now unexpectedly broke
out in a new violent outbreak. be3ynep:kHas nocne nepsbix ycne-
XOB, OHa OblIa 3aTeM MPUOCTAHOBJIEHA, HO TEMepb HEOKUJAHHO
popBaJiach B HOBOM OyiiHOM Bembiimke. The labors and dangers
of the previous advance were forgotten when these boundless
and unexplored lands with their imaginary and real riches opened
up before enterprising seekers. Tpyapl U OIaCHOCTU TpekKHE-
IO MPOABMKEHUST ObUTH 3a0bITHI, KOTJA OTKPBLIUCH TIepe/ pe/-
NPUUMYKUBBIMU MCKATEISIMU 3TH OeCKpaillHie U HencceoBaH-
HbIE 3eMJI C MX BOOOpaKaeMbIMU M ACHCTBUTEIBHBIMH OOTAT-
ctBamu. The consequences were just what might be expected
when a tempting prospect arises before a people seasoned in
difficulties and new undertakings. [TocieacTBus ObLIHM TE camble,
KaKMX MOKHO OXHWAATh, KOIJA Mepel HapoJOoM, 3aKaJeHHbIM B



TPYIHOCTSIX Y HOBBIX HAYMHAHMSIX, BOSHUKAET COOTa3HUTE IbHAS
MEePCIEeKTUBRA.

Thousands of the older generation from what were then called
the new states, were abandoning the joys of their hard-won
peace, and, at the head of a procession of sons and grandsons
born and reared in the woods of Ohio and Kentucky, were
pushing further into the interior of the continent, seeking what
might, without resorting to poetry, be called a natural and
familiar atmosphere. Thicsun JIIOAEH CTapiiero MOKOJEHUS U3
HITATOB, KOTOPbIE B T€ TO/Ibl HA3bIBAJIUCh HOBBIMU,0TKA3BIBAJINChH
OT PajIoCTell TaK TSXkEJIO 3aBOEBAHHOIO TMOKOS W BO IJIaBE Be-
PEHUIIbI CHIHOBEW M BHYKOB, POJMBILIMXCSI U BBIPOCIIMX B Jie-
cax Oraifo u KeHTyKKkH, MycKaamuch Jaiblie, B IIyOb MaTepu-
Ka, WA TOro, YTO MOXHO Obl, HE yAapsisiCh B MO3MI0, HA3BATh
€CTeCTBEHHON M POJCTBEHHOU arMocdepor. Among them was
one distinguished man, an old, determined woodsman, who had
once been the first to penetrate into the wilds of the second
of those states. b1 B MX 4nciie OMH BBIIAIOUIMICS YEJIOBEK,
CTapblii, peIIUTENbHBIAIECOBUK, HEKOTIa TIEPBBIM MPOHUKIIINIA B
neOpu BToporo u3 Ha3BaHHBIX mTatoB. This brave and venerable
patriarch had now made his last migration to the opposite bank
of the river, leaving it between himself and the crowd which his
success had drawn to him, because the old haven had lost its value
in his eyes, constrained by the legal forms of human society. 9ot
OTBAXKHBIN W MOYTEHHBIA MaTpUapX COBEPINWI TeNeph CBOE I0-
cleJiHee nepecesieHre Ha POTHUBOMOMOKHBIA Oeper pekH, OcTa-



BUB €€ MeXAy cOOOI0 U TOJITION, KOTOPYIO MPUTSATUBAT K HEMY
€ro e ycrex, HOTOMY 4TO CTapoe MPUCTAHUIIE MOTEePsyIo LEHY
B €ro IJla3ax, CTECHEHHOE y3aKOHEHHBIMU (hOpMaMH yesioBeyve-
CKOT'O OOIIEKUTHSI.

People usually embark on such enterprises either following
their habits or being lured by temptation. B Takue npeanpu-
STUS JIIOAA OOBIYHO ITYCKAIOTCSA, TUOO Clieyst CBOUM TPUBbBIY-
KaM, JInOO mpenblieHHbie coonazHoM. A few, in a thirst for quick
enrichment, pursued the phantom of hope and sought gold veins
in virgin lands. Exuauist B kaxae ObICTpOro oooraieHust rHa-
JIUCh 32 TIPU3PAKOM HAJEKbl U UCKATM 30JI0ThIe KWJIbl B JIEB-
CTBeHHBIX 3emiisix. But by far the greater part of the emigrants
settled along rivers and streams, content with the rich harvest
with which the muddy riverside soil generously rewards even the
least industrious plowman. Ho kyza 6osbinas 4actb SMUTPAHTOB
ocefiaa BAOJIb PEK U PyYbeB, JOBOJBbCTBYSICH OOraThiM ypoxka-
€M, KaK1M WINCTasl TPUpEeYHasi MovyBa MeIpo HATPaK/IaeT Aaxe
HE CJIMIIIKOM TpyaomoouBoro naxapst. Thus, with magical speed,
new settlements arose; and those who witnessed the purchase
of the deserted region, for the most part, lived to see how the
sovereign state, with all its already considerable population, was
received into the bosom of the national Union on the basis of
political equality. Tak ¢ BoieOHON OBICTPOTON BOZHUKAIN HO-
BbIE TIOCEJICHHSI; U T€, Ha YbMX IJ1a3aX MPOUCXOANIA TIOKYITKA ITy-
CTBIHHO¥ 00JIaCTH, B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM JIOKHIIH JIO TOTO, YTO
YBUJIENU, KAK CYBEPEHHBIN IITAT CO BCEM CBOUM YK€ HEMAJILIM



HaceJIeHueM ObLJT IPUHSAT B JIOHO HalmoHasbHOro Coro3a Ha oc-
HOBE MOJIMTUYECKOTO PaBHONPABHSI.

The events and scenes described in this story relate to the
time when the first steps were being taken in the enterprise that
yielded such a quick and successful result. CoObITUSI U CIIEHBI,
OINMCAHHbIE B ITOI MOBECTU, OTHOCATCS K MOPE, KOIr/a JIeJIaIncCh
elle MepBble IMark B MPeINpUsATHN, JaBIIEM CTOIb ObICTPHINA U
YCTIEIIHbIN Pe3yJIbTar.

It was the first year of our accession. Illen nepBblil roa Ha-
miero BeryruieHus: B npasa. The harvest had long since been
reaped, and the withered leaves on the scattered, sparse trees
were already beginning to take on the colors of autumn, when a
string of wagons emerged from the bed of a dry river and moved
further across the rolling plain - or, in the language of the region
of which our story is told, across the "rolling prairie." TaBHO
CHsTa ObLIa XKaTBa, M MOXKYyXJIasl JIMCTBA HAa pa30pOCaHHBIX pell-
KHX JIEPEBbsIX YK€ Hauasia MPUHUMAaTh OCEHHHE KPACKH, KOrja
BepeHuI1a (PyproHOB BHIOpAIACh U3 pycia MEePEecoXIell peuky 1
JBUHYJIACh JJa/Ibllle IO BCXOJMJIEHHOW paBHUHE — WJIM, TOBO-
psl I3BIKOM TOT'O Kpasi, 0 KOTOPOM MJET Halll paccKas, Mo «BOJI-
Hucrou npepumn». The wagons, loaded with household goods
and farming tools, a small scattered flock of sheep and cows,
the shabby clothing and thoughtless faces of the strong fellows
striding beside the slowly dragging teams - everything indicated
that this was a caravan of settlers heading West in search of
El Dorado. IToBo3kH, TpykeHHbIE JOMAIIIHUM CKapOOM U 3eM-



JiefieIbYeCKUMU OPYAUsIMU, HeOOJIBbINOe pa3Opearoiieecs cTaao
OBeI] M KOPOB, OOTpenaHHas ofexaa 1 Oe3ayMHBbIE JIUIIa Kperl-
KHMX MOJIO/LIOB, BBIILIArMBAIOIIMX MO/ MEIEHHO TUIETYIIMXCS
YIpsiKEK, — BCE YKa3bIBaJlo, YTO 3TO KapaBaH IepecesieHIIeB,
NOTSAHYBIIMXCA Ha 3amaj B MOMCKax ipaopano. But contrary
to the custom of people of such a disposition, they abandoned
the fertile lands of the South-East and made their way (and how,
only such courageous (searchers for new ways) through ravines,
through turbulent streams, through swamps and dry steppes far
beyond the usual limits of settlement. Ho Bpa3pe3 ¢ oOsryaem
Joael Takoro pazdopa oHU OPOCHITH IJTOAOpoaHbIe 3eMiu FOro-
Boctoka u mpoOpasnuch (a Kak, TO BEAOMO TOJIbKO TAKUM OTBaX-
HBIM KCKaTeJIsIM HOBBIX IyTeil) uepe3 JIOIIMHBI, uepe3 OypHbie
TIOTOKH, Yepe3 TOMHU U CyXHe CTENH AaJIeKO 32 OOBIYHBIE TPEIeIIbI
3acenenus1. Before them lay that broad plain which stretches, so
apparently monotonous, to the foot of the Rocky Mountains; and
many long and terrible miles already lay between them and the
turbulent waters of the swift Platte. [lepen Humu nexxana ta mm-
pOKasi paBHMHA, YTO TSHETCSI, CTONb Ha BUJ OIHOOOpa3Hasi, /10
noz1omBbl CKIMCTBIX TOP; M1 MHOTO JOJTUX U CTPALTHBIX MUJIb
yX&e JIerI0 MeXay HUMHU M OypHBIMU BOJAMU CTPEMUTEIHLHOTO
ITnarra.

To see such a train in this dreary, uninhabited place was all
the more unexpected because the surrounding nature offered few
temptations for the greed of a merchant, and even less could it
promise to a simple settler-farmer. YBuners mogoOHbIN TOE3



B 9TOM YHBUIOM, HETIOJUMOM MecTe ObLJIO TeM HEOXUJaHHEW,
YTO TMPHUPOAA BOKPYT MpeAsiarana Majo coONa3HOB IS KaTHO-
CTH TOPTOBIIA, U €Ille TOr0 MEeHbIIIe MOIJIa OHa 00enIaTh MPOCTO-
My MocesieHIy-gepmepy.

The thin prairie grasses offered little evidence of the hard,
unyielding soil, over which the wheels rolled as easily as over a
broken road; neither carts nor cattle left any traces on it - only this
stunted and withered grass, which the animals sluggishly nibbled,
at times rejecting it altogether as too astringent food, which even
hunger could not chew. Tomue TpaBsl pepun MaJI0 rOBOPUIA
B M0JIb3Yy TBEPIOW, HEMOJATIMBOM MOYBbI, M0 KOTOPOU Kojeca
KaTWJIUCh JIETKO, KaK MO YOUTON JOpOre; HU MOBO3KH, HU CKOT
HE OCTaBJISIM Ha HEell oTrnevyaTrka — cJjie]] COXpaHsijia TOJbKO 3Ta
yaxJiasi ¥ KyxJiasi TpaBa, KOTOPYIO KMBOTHbIE BSUIO MOLLUIbIBA-
JI1, BpEMEHaMU U BOBCE €€ OTBeprasi Kak CJMIIKOM TEPIIKYIO M-
11y, KaKylo 1 C TOJIOAY HE CKYelllb.

Where were these bold adventurers heading? Kyna nepxanu
MyTh 9TU cMeJible aBaHTIopucThl? For what secret reason, having
climbed into this distance, they apparently felt safe? Ilo kakou
TallHOW MPUYMHE, 3a0paBIIUCh B 3Ty J1ajlb, OHHU, TIO-BUIUMOMY,
qyBCcTBOBaM cebs1 B 6e3onmacHocTu? You would not have noticed
in them a shadow of concern, uncertainty or anxiety. Bol He no-
MeTHIM Obl B HUX M TeHU 03a00YeHHOCTH, HEYBEPEHHOCTH HJIH
tpeBoru. Counting women and children, there were more than
twenty of them. Cuuras ¢ XeHIMHAMH ¥ JETEMH, UX OBLIIO CBBI-
111€ IBAJIIaTH YeJIOBEK.



A little ahead of the others walked a man whose appearance
and bearing allowed one to recognize him as the leader of the
detachment. Heckosnbko Brepeau OCTalbHBIX IHAraja 4esoBeK,
4ell BUA M OCAaHKa IMO3BOJISUIA MPU3HATh B HEM IPEJBOAUTENS
orpsiga. He was a tall man, tanned, middle-aged, with a sullen
face and a languid appearance. 9To ObUT BHICOKHMI MYyKUHHA, 3a-
rOpeJiblii HEMOJIOIOW, C YTPIOMBIM JIMILIOM U BsUIbli ¢ BUy. He
seemed lax and stooped, but was broad in the shoulders and
in fact monstrously strong. On ka3zajyicsi pacx;isi0aHHBIM U CY-
TYJbIM, HO ObLT IIMPOK B IJIeYaX M Ha Jeje YyIOBHUIIHO CH-
aeH. Only at times, when some small obstacle suddenly stood
in his way, in his gait, which just now seemed lazy and loose,
there immediately appeared that energy that was hidden in his
being, like the sleepy and clumsy, but formidable strength of
an elephant. JIuis BpeMeHaMu, Kor/ia Kakasi-HHOY b HEOOJIbIIAs
roMexa BCcTaBajia BAPYT Ha ero MmyTH, B €r0 MOXOJKE, TOJIBKO UTO
Ka3aBIlIENCs JICHUBOW M Pa3BUHUYEHHOM, Cpa3y MPOsIBIAIACh Ta
SHEPrusi, YTO Taljlach B €ro CyIIECTBE, KaK COHHAasl U HEYKJIIO-
’kasi, HO rpo3Has cwia cioHa. His face was dull, with a sharp
fold of the mouth, with a heavy chin; and the forehead, which,
as is commonly believed, reflects our spiritual appearance, was
low, sloping and narrow. JIumo ObUTO TyTOE, C PE3KOH CKJIaAKOM
pTa, C TSKEJIbIM MOAOOPOIKOM; a JIOO, KOTOPBIM, KaK MPUHSTO
JIyMarth, OTPaXaeT Halll TyXOBHBIN OOJIUK, ObLT HU3KUM, TTOKATbIA
U Y3KHil.

The man's clothing was a mixture of a coarse peasant's suit,



and those leather accessories which fashion and convenience had
made the necessary distinction of a settler on the march. Onexnaa
Ha yesioBeKe OblIa CMelllaHHas1: TPyOOLIePCTHBIN KPECThbSIHCKUI
KOCTIOM U K HEMY Te KO)KaHble MPUHAIJIeKHOCTU, KaKue Moja
U yImoOCTBO cHenajii HeOOXOAMMBIM OTIMYMEM IepecesieHIa B
noxoze. But to this heterogeneous attire, something had been
added, strangely and tastelessly, for decoration. Ho k aTomy pa3-
HOPOJIHOMY OJIESIHUIO KO€-4TO ObLIO J100aBJIEHO MPUUYIIUBO U
0e3BKycHO, s yKpameHus. Instead of the usual deerskin belt,
he was girded with a faded silk scarf of an inconceivable color;
the horn handle of his knife was studded with silver plates; the
marten fur on his cap was so soft and fluffy that a queen might
wear it; on his coarse and greasy coat of shaggy cloth, buttons
of Mexican gold glittered; the stock of his gun was carved from
excellent mahogany and fastened with rivets and rings of the
same precious metal; Here and there on his broad chest the giant
had pinned on cheap watches with fobs - at least three of them.
BmecTo 0OBIYHOTO peMHSI U3 OJIEHbEH KOKM OH ObLT OMOSICaH JIU-
HSUJIBIM ILIEJIKOBBIM I1ap¢OM HEMBICIMMOIN PACIIBETKH; poroBast
PYKOSITh €r0 HOKa ObljIa ycaskeHa cepeOpsiHbIMU OJ1sIXaMu; KyHH
MeX Ha IIarnke ObUT TaK MSTOK U MYIIKCT, YTO HOCUTh €r0 XOTb
KOpOJIeBe; HAa TpyOOM M 3acajieHHOM KadTaHe BOPCUCTOTO CyK-
Ha OJiecTesIi MyTrOBUIbI U3 MEKCUKAHCKOT'O 30J10Ta; JIOkKa PYXKbs
ObL1a BbIpE3aHa U3 OTIIMYHOTO KPACHOTO JIEpPeBa 1 CKperieHa 3a-
KJIETIKAMU U KOJIBIIAMHU TOTO K€ IIEHHOTO MeTaslia; 37eCh U TaM
Ha CBOEH IMPOKOH T'PyAM BeJMKAH HAIENII JeleBbie, ¢ Opeso-



KaMU 4achl — IITYKU TpU, HE MeHble. In addition to the gun
and the bag thrown over his back, along with the fully stuffed
and carefully guarded bag of bullets and the horn of gunpowder,
he casually threw a sharp and wide axe over his shoulder. B no-
OaBJIeHUE K PYKbIO U MEIIIKY, 3a0pOIIIEHHOMY Ha CITUHY BMECTe C
JOTIONIHA HAOWUTHIMU | TIIATEIBHO 0OeperaeMbIMi CyMKOU C ITy-
JISIMH ¥ POTOM C TTIOPOXOM, OH HEOpEeKHO BCKUHYJI Ha TUIEUO OCT-
pbiid u mpokuii Tornop. And he carried all this load on himself, it
seemed, as easily as if he were walking, unhindered by anything,
without any burden. 1 Bech 3TOT rpy3 OH Hec Ha cebe, Ka3aloch,
TakK JIETKO, KaK €CJIA OBl IIeJ1, HUYEM HE CTECHEHHBIN, 0€30 BCS-
KOU HOIIIN.

Behind this man, a little behind, walked a crowd of several
young men in exactly the same attire and so similar to each other
and to their leader that it was impossible not to recognize in them
members of the same family. 3a 3Tum ye0BEKOM, HEMHOI'O TO-
331U, IILJTU TYpbOOK HECKOJIBKO IOHOIIEN B TOUHO TAaKOM K€ HapsI-
JIe ¥ HACTOJTbKO TIOXOKMX ME3KTy COOOH M Ha CBOETO BOXKaKa, uTo
HeJTb3s1 ObUTO HEe MPU3HATh B HUX WIEHOB OHOM ceMbu. Although
the youngest of them had hardly reached the age when, according
to the wise judgment of the law, a person comes to his senses, he
did not disgrace his family and was no longer inferior in stature
to the others. XoTa Miylaagmmi U3 HUX €IBa JIM JOCTUT TEX JIET,
KOT[Ia, IO MYJPOMY CY>KJAE€HHIO 3aKOHA, YeJIOBEK BXOUT B Pa3yM,
OH HE MOCPaMUJI CBOM POJ U POCTOM YK€ He YCTyHasl OCTaslb-
ueiM. However, there were people of a different disposition in



the detachment, but we will describe them later, in the course of
our story. Bripouem, Obut B OTpsijie U JIOAW WHOTO CKJIAJIA, HO
TEX MBI OITUIIIEM T0cJIe, TI0 X0y HaIllero pacckasa.

There were only two grown-up women, although many olive-
skinned faces with white curls and a clear excitement and lively
curiosity shining in their eyes peered out from the first wagon
of the caravan. B3pocsbix *eHIIMH ObUIO TOJBKO JIBE, XOTS U3
NepBOM TOBO3KM KapaBaHa BbIMJISBIBAIIO HEMAJO OJMBKOBBIX
JIMYUKOB B O€JBIX KYIPSIX UM C TOPEBIIUM B IJ1a3aX MOHSATHBIM
BO30yXAeHreM MKuBBIM modonbTcTBoM. The elder of the two
adults, withered and wrinkled, was the mother of the girls and
boys who made up the majority of the detachment. Crapias u3
JBYX B3POCJIbIX — YBSI/IIIAsSI, BCSI B MOPIIIMHAX — ObLJIA MATEPhIO
JIeBOYEK M IOHOIIIEH, COCTABIISBIINX OOJBITUHCTBO OTpsina. The
younger was a lively and cheerful girl of eighteen, whose face,
clothes, and manners seemed to indicate that in social status she
stood several steps above all her visible companions. Muaamast
e OblTa TIOJIBUKHOWU BECEJION JIEBYIIIKOM BOCEMHA/IIIATU JIET,
JIMIIO KOTOPOM, U OfIEXk[Ia, U MaHEPHI, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOBOPWIIU, UTO
10 OOIIECTBEHHOMY TMOJIOKEHUIO OHA CTOMT Ha HECKOJIBKO CTY-
TNIeHel BhIlle BCeX ee BUANMBIX cnyTHUKOB. The canvas sides of
the second covered wagon were tightly drawn, carefully hiding
from view what was inside. Ha Bropom kpbiTom (pyprose napycu-
HOBbIE OOKOBHMHBI ObUIM HATJIYXO 33J€PHYTHI, THIATETBHO CKPbI-
Basi OT B30pOB, YTO B HeM Haxoautcs. The remaining wagons
were loaded with rough furniture and other household goods that



a family could have, ready at any hour and at any time of the
year to leave their habitable place and set out on a long journey.
OcrasnbHble IOBO3KH I'PYKEHBI ObLITH IPyO0id MEOEIBIO U IPOUNM
JOMAITHUM CKapOOM, KaKUM MOTJIa pacioiarath CeMbsl, TOTOBAsI
BO BCSIKMI Yac U B JTOOYIO TIOPY ToJja CHATHCSA C OOKUTOrO MecTa
Y IBUHYTHCS B JAJIbHUN MyTh.

There was perhaps little in the caravan itself, or in the
appearance of its owners, that one would not encounter every
day on the main roads of the country, where everything is
changeable, everything is in motion. I B camom kapaBaHe, 1 BO
BHEIITHOCTH €T0 BJIa/IeNblIeB, OXaIYH, MaJIo OBUIO TAaKOTo, Ye-
r0 He BCTPETUIIb KAXJOIHEBHO HA OOJNBIIMX IOpOrax CTPaHbI,
I7Ie BCe MepeMeHuYnBo, Bce B IBrkeHnH. But the uniqueness and
desolation of the area they had invaded left a distinct mark of
savagery and adventurism on the settlers. Ho cBoeodpasuie u 6e3-
JIOJIbe MECTHOCTH, KyJla OHU BTOPIJIMCh, HAJIOKWIJIM HA TMepece-
JICHIIEB OTUET/IMBYIO METY IMKOCTU U aBAHTIOPU3MA.

In the small valleys, which the very structure of the plain met
the travelers at every mile, the view was limited on two sides
by those gentle rises, from which prairies of this type received
the name "undulating", while in the other two directions a long,
narrow hollow stretched gloomily, here and there enlivened by
thickets of rather thick, not stiff grass. B nHeGonbiux nonu-
Hax, Kakye 1Mo caMOMY CTPOEHUIO PAaBHUHBI BCTPEYAJIHCh MYyT-
HUKaM Ha KaXJIOW Muie, Bui ObLJT OIpaHWYEH C JIByX CTOPOH
TeMU MOJIOTUMH TMOIbEMaMU, N0 KOTOPBIM MPEpPUU ITOTO TH-



na ¥ MOMyYWIM Ha3BaHWE «BOJHHCTHIX», TOTJA KaK B JIBE JIPY-
TMe CTOPOHBI YHBUIO TSHYNACh IJIMHHAS, Y3Kas JIOKOWHA, Tam
U CSIM OXUBJIsieMasi 3apOC/IsIMU JJOBOJIbHO I'YCTOH, HE JKECTKOM
TpaBbl. And from the crests of the rises opened up a landscape
that tired the eyes with its monotony and terribly gloomy. A ¢
rpeOHell MOIbEMOB OTKPBIBAJICS JIAHAIADT, YTOMIISBIIUH T1a-
3a CBOMUM OJHOOOpaszueM M 110 xkyTu yrpioMeiid. The land here
resembled the ocean when its restless billows rise heavily after
the fury of a storm that has not yet subsided: the same uniformly
oscillating surface and the same boundless expanse. 3emuis Ha-
NOMMHAJIA 3]IeCh OKeaH, KOrjga ero OeCIOKOWHBIe Basbl TsKe-
JI0 B3/IBIMAIOTCS TIOCJIE SIPOCTH €llle He yJerieics Oypu: Ta ke
pPaBHOMEpHO KoJjieOeMasi TIOBEPXHOCTh M Ta ke HeoOo3pumast
mmpb. Indeed, so striking was the resemblance between the two
deserts - water and land - that, however ridiculous this simple
hypothesis may seem to a geologist, a poet involuntarily wants
to explain the extraordinary formation of the plain alternating
dominion of these two elements. B camom niene, Tak ObuTO pa-
3UTEJIbHO CXOJCTBO MEX/y JBYMSI IyCThIHSMU — BOJL U 3€MJIH,
— YTO, KaK HU CMElIHa MOKaKeTCsl TeoJIoTy 3Ta MPOCTasi TUIO-
Te3a, MO3TY HEBOJILHO XOUeTCsl OOBSICHUTh HEOOBIYalHYI0 (hop-
MallMI0 paBHUHBI CMEHOM BJIaJblueCTBa ITUX ABYX cTUxuil. Here
and there, from the depths of a hollow, a tall tree, spreading its
bare branches wide, rose like a lonely ship; and to reinforce the
deception, a small grove appeared in the misty distance like a
green oval, outlined on the edge of the horizon, like an island



in the middle of the ocean. 3mech U TamMm BCTaBajo M3 IIyOH-
HBI JIOKOMHBI, IIUPOKO PACKMHYB TOJbIE BETBH, BHICOKOE Jiepe-
BO, KaK OJIMHOKUI KOPalJib; ¥ B TIOIKPErIeHHeoOMaHa MOsIBIS-
Jlach B TYMaHHOW Jajiil 3eJIeHbIM OBAJIOM DOIIUIIA, PUCYSCh Ha
Kpalo Kpyro3opa, TOYHO OCTPOB cpeau okeaHa. There is no need
to point out to the reader, if he is an experienced man, that the
monotony of the surface increases the distance, especially when
viewed from a low point; but, as hillock after hillock and island
after island floated by, the sad certainty grew stronger that a long
and seemingly endless strip of land would have to be traversed
before even the most modest desires of the plowman could be
realized. Her HyX/bl yKa3biBaTh YMTATENI0, €CIA OH ObIBAJIBIN
YeJIOBeK, YTO OHOOOpa3ue MOBEPXHOCTH YBEINYMBAET PACCTO-
sIHUE, OCOOEHHO KOT/Ia CMOTPHIIIb C HU3KOM TOYKH; HO, IO Mepe
TOro Kak MpOIIbIBaIM Oyrop 3a OyrpoM M OCTPOB 32 OCTPOBOM,
Kperuia rneyvajbHasi YBEPeHHOCTb, YTO MPUAETCS MPOUTU JJIUH-
HYIO ¥ TI0 BU/Iy HECKOHYAEMYIO TIOJIOCY 3eMellb, TIOKY/Ia CMOTYT
OCYIIIECTBUTBCS XOTsI OBl CAMBIE CKPOMHBIE XKeJIaHusI XJieOomnart-
na.

Nevertheless, the leader of the settlers stubbornly continued
on his way, determining it only by the sun, and, resolutely
turning his back on civilized settlements, with each step he
went further - not to say irrevocably - deeper into the country
where the nomadic Indian hunters roam. Bce ke Boxak nepe-
CEJICHIIEB YITOPHO TMPOJIOKANl CBOU ITyTh, ONPEEsisi €ro TOJb-
KO TIO COJHILY, ¥, PEHIUTEIbHO 0OpaTsICh CIMHOW K IMBUJIHA30-



BaHHBIM TIOCEJICHUSIM, C KaK/IbIM IIarOM BCEaJIbIlle — YTOOBI
HE CKas3aTh OECOBOPOTHO — YIIYONISUICS B CTpaHy, rje Kody-
10T OXOTHUKU-UHAEUIBI. But evening was approaching, and in
his mind, perhaps incapable of developing a coherent system of
precautions, other than those required at the given hour, anxiety
nevertheless stirred: how to arrange for an overnight stay? Ho Ha-
JBUTAJICS] BEUEP, U B €ro yMe, ObITh MOKET HE CTIOCOOHOM BbIpa-
60TaTh CBSI3HYIO CUCTEMY MeP MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTU, TIOMUMO TeX,
Kakue TpeOyloTcs B JAHHBIN Yac, BCe Ke 3allleBeInIOCh Oecrio-
KOWCTBO: KaK TYT YCTPOUTbCS C HOUJIETOM?

Having climbed to the crest of a hill, slightly higher than the
others, he stood for a minute and cast a half-curious glance to
the left and right, looking out for the well-known signs of a place
where all three essential items would be present - water, fuel,
feed for livestock. I[TogusBIIMCh HA TpebeHb X0aMa, 4yTh Oojiee
BBICOKOTO, YeM JIPyrHe, OH MOCTOST C MUHYTY Y KUHYJI MOJTYJTIO-
OOMBITHBIN B3IJIS] HAJIEBO M HAIIPABO, BHICMATPHUBAS O OOITIen3-
BECTHBIM IIPU3HAKAM MECTO, Tjie ObUTH OBl HAJTMIIO BCE TPU BakK-
HEWIMX MpeaMeTa — BOJa, TOIJIMBO, KOPM ISl CKOTA.

The attempt, apparently, was unsuccessful, because after a few
seconds of casual, careless inspection, the giant trudged down the
gentle slope with the sluggish gait with which a well-fed animal
would trudge after taking on a heavy pack. [lonbiTka, Kak Bua-
HO, OcTajiach 6€3yCHenIHOM, MOTOMY YTO TOCIe HECKOJIbKUX Ce-
KyH]] HEOpeKHO-HEPAAUBOrO OCMOTPA BEJIMKAH TOTIENICS] BHU3
10 OTJIOTOMY CKJIOHY TeM BSUTBIM IIIATOM,KaKMM MOOpesio Okl pac-



KOPMJIEHHOE JKUBOTHOE, MPUHSIB TSIKEJIbI BBIOK.

His example was silently followed by all who followed him,
although the young men, each in his turn making the same
inspection, showed much more interest, if not excitement. Ero
pUMepy MOJTUa MOCIEI0BAIIN BCe, KTO IIeJT 32 HUM, XOTSI MOJIO-
Il JIIOQU, TTPOAEIIbIBAS KAXK/IbId B CBOM Yepell TOT ke OCMOTP,
BBIKA3bIBAJIM KyAa OOJibllle 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH, €CITU HE BOJI-
HeHus. From the slow movements of both animals and people
it was clear that the hour was approaching when rest became
necessary. [To MeyIUTEIbHBIM IBUKEHUSIM U JKUBOTHBIX U JIIO/IEH
OBLJIO SICHO, UTO ITOJXO/IUT Yac, KOI/Ia OT/IbIX CTAHOBUTCSI HEOOXO-
nuM. The bushy grass in the hollows presented an obstacle which
fatigue made more and more difficult; and more and more often
it was necessary to resort to the whip - otherwise the horses in
the harness refused to go further. Kycrucras TpaBa B JioxOnHaxX
Npe/ICTaBIsIa MPensTCTBUE, KOTOPOE YCTAJIOCTh Jefiaa Bee 00-
Jlee TPYAHBIM; U BCE Yallle MPUXOJUIOCh MPUOEraTh K KHyTy —
WHaue JIOIIAAU B YOPSIKKAX OTKA3bIBAIMCh UATHU Jaunbiie. And
so, when fatigue took possession of everyone except the leader,
the detachment froze in place before a sudden and unexpected
spectacle. I BOT, Koraa ycrajiocTh OBJlajiesia BceMu, KpoMe BO-
’Kaka, OTpsA 3aMep Ha MecCTe Iepes 3peJUILEM BHE3alHbIM U
HEXJJAHHBIM.

The sun set behind the crest of the nearest "wave", as always
leaving behind a wide blazing strip. CosHile 3akaTuioch 3a rpe-
OeHb OTKaIIIe «BOHBI», KAK BCEr]a OCTABUB TMOCIIe ceOsI K-



poKyio mbutaolyio nosjocy. In the midst of the fiery stream, a
human figure appeared, outlined against the gilded background
so clearly and so tangibly that it seemed one could reach out
and grab it. [locpenu orHeHHOro MOTOKa BO3HUKJIA (pUrypa ue-
JIOBEKA, PUCOBABIIASICS HA TO30JI0YEHHOM (POHE TaK YETKO U TaK
0CS3a€MO, 4YTO, Ka3aJloCh, PYKy MPOTSAHYTh — M CXBaTUllb. It
was enormous; its pose expressed thought and sadness; and it
stood before the people directly in their path. Ona 6bi1a orpom-
Ha; 1032 BbIpakayia pa3iyMbe U Ievajib, U CTOsJIa OHA Tepel
JIOBMHU NPsIMO Ha uX myTu. But in this bright frame of light, it
was impossible to recognize its true dimensions. Ho B 3toit sip-
KOI1 CBETOBO OITpaBe ObLII0 HEBO3MOKHO Pacrio3HATh UCTUHHBIE
ee pa3Mepsl.

The impression of the spectacle was immediate and powerful.
BneuatieHnue ot 3pesuia OblJI0 MTHOBEHHBIM U CHJTbHBIM. The
leader of the settlers immediately stopped and looked at the
mysterious creature with a dull curiosity that soon turned into
superstitious fear. Boxkak nepecesieH1IeB cpa3y OCTaHOBWJICS U
IJIsIeNT Ha TAMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO C TYIBIM JIIOOOIMBITCTBOM,
BCKOpe MepeliefiM B cyeBepHbIil cTpax. His sons, as soon
as they had mastered their excitement, slowly surrounded their
father; and when those who drove the teams approached, the
entire detachment huddled together in one silent and astonished
group. Ero chIHOBbSI, KaK TOJILKO CITPABUIIUCH C BOTHEHUEM, ME/I-
JIEHHO OKPYXWJIM OTIIA; a KOTJa MOJOIUIN U Te, KTO YIPaBJIsI
YIIPSKKAMHM, BECh OTPSIT CTPYAMIICS B ONHY O€3MOJIBHYIO U Y/IWB-



neHHyio rpymnmy. But, although the travelers, as one, imagined
that something supernatural stood before them, the clicking of
locks was immediately heard, and two or three young men, the
boldest, had already raised their guns. Ho, xoTs myTeriecTrBeHHU-
KM BCE, KaK OJINH, BOOOPA3UJIH, UTO Mepeji HUMH HEUTO CBEPXb-
€CTECTBEHHOE, TOTYAC MOCJIBIIAIOCH IIEJIKaHUE 3aMKOB, a JBOE
WY TPOE IOHOLIEH, CaMble CMeJTble, YK€ BCKUHYJIU PYKbsl.

“Tell the boys to go to the right!” — Benu manpurkam 3aitu
cnpaBa! the mother shouted decisively in a sharp, hoarse voice.
— PelIUTEIbHO 3aKpUyaia pe3KUM, XPUIUIBIM IOJIOCOM MaTh.
“Eiza or Abner will surely be able to figure out what kind of
creature it is!” — ii3a wim DOHEP YK HaBEPHOE CMOTYT Pa3o-
OpaThCsl, YTO ITO 3a TBAPH!
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