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MO’KHO JI1 KUTh BEUYHO W MIPU 3TOM OCTaBAThCsl YeJJOBEKOM?ApeH MPUBBIK CUUTATh
ceOst 0OBIYHBIM YesioBeKoM. Ho ogHakapl IpeBHUI MEXaHU3M, HallIGHHBIN cpein
CTapuHHBIX apTedhaKkToOB, TPOOYKIAETCSA B €ro MPUCYTCTBUM 1 OTKPHIBAET TaliHY,
KOTOpasi yXOIUT KOPHSMU JaJIeKO 3a Tpejiesibl YeIoBeuecKor ucropun. Bckope
ApeH OKa3bIBaeTCs BTSHYT B OMACHOE MPOTUBOCTOSIHYE. 32 HUM HAaUMHAIOT
OXOTHUTBCS JIIOJIA, O CYIIECTBOBAHUM KOTOPBIX OH JIaXke He MOI03peBal, a Clie/Ibl
BedyT K ApeBHeMy OprieHy 1 3araIouHbIM O€CCMEPTHBIM, CKPHIBAIOIIIMMCS CPeIr
Joaen yxe MHoro BekoB.Bmecte ¢ JInapoil ApeH OTIpaBiisieTcsl B yTh, IIE KaX10€
HOBOE OTKPBITHE 3aCTaBJIsIeT COMHEBATLCS B MIPOIIJIOM, COIO3HMKAX U JJaXke B
coocTBeHHOM TIpupose.IToka oH MeITaeTCs MOHSTH, KeM SBJISETCS Ha caMoM felie,
KTO-TO U3 OECCMEpPTHBIX yKe 3HaeT OTBET.M 3TOT OTBET CrIOCOOEH U3MEHUTH CYABOY
He TOJIbKO ApeHa, HO U BCero MMpa.

© Vale A., 2026
© Astop, 2026
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I'naBa 1. Mexanu3m

—

Hoxap Havancs em€ 1o paccBera. CHavana OH ObUT TIOUTH HECIBIIHBIM — peIKUe Karuii
MOCTYKHMBAJIM 110 YEPEeTuIie MacTepCKOr, OYATO KTO-TO OCTOPOKHO Tepedrpal MajbllaMu 10 CTapoit
IepeBsSHHON ABEpH, MPOBepsisl, HE OTKPOIOT Ji M3HYTpH. [ToTOM BeTep NOBEpHYJI C PeKH, MOTSHYJI 32
coOolt TskENble HU3KKe 00Naka, U Boja XJIbIHYJIA TUIOTHEe, POBHOM cepoll cTeHou. Kphiia 3aropo-
puiIa cpasy Bcs: 3alllypiiiajia, 3alIuiesa, TOHKO 3a3BeHesIa B TeX MecTax, Il Yepenwiia JaBHo Tepe-
CTaJia Jie)aTh POBHO U TJe JOX/IO0 YIaBajoCh MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b INIEJH, YTOOBI YIIACTh Ha TOJ TITy-
XMMHU, HETOPOIUIMBBIMU KaruisiMUd. ApeH Belip mpocHyscsi OT X0Jofia, KOTOPBIA MPUIIET BMECTe C
STHM 3BYKOM, U €Il€ HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUH JIeXkasl C 3aKPhITBIMU IJIa3aMHU, He XKeJlask PU3HABATh,
YTO HOYb KOHYMJIACH.

B macrepckoii Beer/ia maxJio OAMHAKOBO: XKeJIe30M, YIJIEM, MAIIMHHBIM MacJIOM, MOKPBIM Jiepe-
BOM U YeM-TO emI€, YTO HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO BBIBECTH JlaKe TMOCJe CaMOW TIIATeTbHOW YOOpKH, —
TéHHbIM, YyTb KUCJIOBATBIM 3allaXOM CTapbIX BGHIGIL/'I, ACCATUIICTUAMM IMPOIMNTHIBABIINX CTCHBI. OTGH
TOBOPWJI, UTO 3TO 3aIax HACTOsIIEH pabOThl. ApEeH CUMTall, YTO 3TO MPOCTO 3arax JoMa, B KOTOPOM
CJIMIOKOM MHOTIO JIET YUHUJIN 9YKHUEC IMOJIOMKHU, U YTO CTEHBI CO BPEMCHEM BIIMTHIBAIOT BCé, 4TO IIpo-
HUCXOOUT BHYTPU HUX, TOUYHO TaK K€, KaK BIIUTLIBAIOT JOXKIb. OH JiexaJ1 Ha y3KOﬁ KpOBaTu B JaJIbHEM

4
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yIJIy 3a JOUIATOM NEePEeropoiKoi, Cyllal KpbIly U MbITAJICS MOHATh, KOTOPBIM Yac. 3a MaJeHbKUM
OKHOM OBLJIO TEMHO — CJIMIIIKOM TEMHO JaKe IJIsl JOKIJIMBOTO YTpa, — U TOJBKO TOHKasl MOJOCKA
EJITOrO CBETA IMOJ ABEPHIO MOJCKAa3bIBANIA, UTO KTO-TO B MACTEPCKOM YK€ HE CITUT.

ApeH Haxmypuiicsi. Mapek 0ObIYHO BCTaBaJl paHbIle HEro, 3TO ObLIO B MOPSIAKE BEIlel, HO B
TMOCJIeJHAE MECSIIIB OTell BCE valle 3aKpbIBal MACTEPCKYIO C 3aX0[0OM COJIHIIA U YXOOWUJ K cebe, He
3arIsiIpIBasi B BEPCTAK, HE MPUOUpPasi THCTPYMEHTBHI, He TIPOBEpsisl 3aKa3bl, KaK JIeJIall 9TO BCIO )KU3Hb.
OH u3MeHWICs Mocie CMEPTH DNKHBI, HO U3MEHWIICS HE Cpa3y, a MEJJIEHHO, M0 KYCOUKY, TaK, 4TO
ApeH [I0JIro He 3aMevall 3TOi NepeMEHBl U TOJIBKO TeNepb, OMISIbIBAsACh Ha3a/l, MOI pa3InyuTh €€
stansl. CHavasa orel| mpocTo cray Moavaiusee. [Iorom nepecrait €31uTh Ha OCEHHUE IPMAPKH, Kyaa
paHblIe €311 KQXABIA rofl, YTOObI BBIMEHSITh PEKHE JIeTa/I Ha CTapblil ’HCTpyMeHT. [loTom Havam
3anuparh SIIUKU, KOTOPBIE TIPeX/e He 3arMpai HUKOraa. ApeH MPUHUMAI BCE 9TO 3a rope — OObIY-
HOE, TSKENO0E, JOJIT0E TOpe YesloBeKa, OTEPSIBILETO KeHY, — U TOJIbKO MHOI/IA, B T€ PEKUE MUHYTHI,
KOTJja JIOBUJI Ha ceOe OTIIOBCKUI B3IVIs]I, CTPAHHO OLIEHUBAIOIIHIA 1 BUHOBATHIA OTHOBPEMEHHO, EMY
MIPUXOJUIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO J€JI0 HE TOJIBKO B 3TOM.

OH HaTsHyN pyOaxy, ITaHbl, CATlOry, OTKMHYJI IIEPCTSHOE OZIESIO U BHIIIEN U3 CBOETO 3aKyTKa,
MOEXKMBAsICh OT CKBO3HSKA, TAHYBILETO BOJb Nos1a. MacTtepckasi BCTpETHIIa €ro IPUBBIYHBIM TONTY-
MPaKOM: TEMHBIE CUITySThI CTAHKOB, UTMHHBIE TIOJIKM C KOPOOKaMH, POBHBIN PsIZi MOJIOTKOB M KJIEIIIEH
HaJl BEPCTAKOM, XOJIO[HAsI JKeJIe3Has [1eYb B YITTy, B KOTOPOI HE OCTAJIOCh Jaske yriied. EnuHCTBEHHbIM
WCTOYHHMKOM CBeTa ObLIa JIaMIIa Ha BepCTake, U B e€ KENTOM Kpyre, CIIMHON K HeMy, CTosiT Mapek.

— Tsi yero He criub? — cripocu ApeH, NoTupas riiasza.

Ortgera He nocnenoBano. Otell ObUT yke OfIET — B CTapyIo MIEPCTAHYI0 KyPTKY TOBEpX pyOaxw,
C 3aKaTaHHBIMU JI0 JIOKTEH pyKaBaMU, KaKk OfieBaJics, KOrja coonpascs paboTaTh Bcepbe3, — U ApeH
3aMeTuII, YTO cepedpo B €ro BOJIOCaX, elIé HETAaBHO e[Ba Pa3IMUMMOe Ha BICKaX, Tereph MpoOMIOCh
ropasfo jaajblie, OyaTo 3Ta HOYb TPUOABUIIA €My HECKOJIBKO JieT. Mapek He 0OepHYyJIcs.

— Thl TOXE, — CKa3aJl OH HaKOHEll, HETPOMKO, 1 ApeH OTBETWJI, YTO YCIIbIIIAJ, KaK OH pyra-
ercs. «$1 He pyraycs». «3HauuT, ené Xyxe». Mapek MmocMoTpes Ha Hero 4epes Iuiedo. B ymodoi
APYroy IeHb Ha TAKYIO PETUIMKY OH OBl YCMEXHYJICSI, YTOJIKOM PTa, TOM MPUBBIYHOM CYXOH YCMEIIKOM,
KOTOPYIO ApEeH 3HaJl C IETCTBA U KOTOpasi O3Hayasa: JIaiHo, 3acuuTaHo. CeroiHs OH He YCMEXHYJICS.
OH npocto cMoTpes, 1 ApeH, BAPYT OLIYTHUB HEMPUITHYIO IyCTOTY MO pEOpaMu, OHSUL, YTO CITy-
YWJIOCh YTO-TO HACTOSIILIEE — HE MOJIOMKA, He HeyAaYHbli 3aKa3, a HEYTO TaKoe, [ Yero y oTua He
HAIIJIOCh TIPUBBIUHBIX CJIOB.

— Yt0? — cpocui oH.

— Tlogonon.

Apen niopomén. Ha pabodem crosie, pacchillaHHBIE 10 MOTEPTOMY JAEPEBY B CTPOTOM TIOPSIIIKE,
JIeXKaJM JeTali CTApOro MeXaHM3Ma, M OH Y3HaJ X Cpa3y — He IOTOMY, UTO KOrJa-1u00 BUIEN STOT
MIPEIMET LIEJTUKOM, a TIOTOMY, YTO BHJEJ TOJOOHBIE. BOIBITMHCTBO APEBHUX AeTasleld, TONaAaBIInX B
MAacCTepCKYI0, IPUXOAUIM K HUM U3 Pa3BaJIMH K BOCTOKY OT FOpoJia WX U3 PYK KPECTbSIHCKUX CEMEi,
HaXOJIMBIIMX UX B 3eMJIE I10CJIE BECEHHEW pacIyTULIbl, U ApPEH ¢ JETCTBA HAyYWIICS pa3inyarh B 3TUX
HAaXOJKaxX TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT OOIIEro 3aMbICIIa, KaK pa3InvaioT MOYepK OIHOTO YeI0BEKa B Pa3HBIX
nucbMax. TOHKME TIaCTUHBI TEMHOTO MeTasula, OoX0XKe Ha yelnylo. Kosblio ¢ BeIpe3aHHbIMU I'eo-
METPUUYECKUMU JIMHUSIMU, CITMIIIKOM POBHBIMH, YTOOBI OBITh JIEJIOM YesIOBEUeCKUX pyK. HeOosboit
IWIMHJP, BHYTPU KOTOPOTO HE OKA3aJloCh HU Pe3bObl, HU OTBEPCTHUSI, — MPOCTO TJIaJKas IMyCcToTa,
KaK y 3aredaTaHHoro cocyia. M ueHtpasipHasi ieTajb, JiekaBllas YyTb B CTOPOHE OT OCTAJIbHBIX,
OyIITO OTell He PEelIICS MOCTABUTh €€ PSIOM.

ApeH B3sJ1 €€ B pyKM — TPUBBIYHBIM, HEOPEKHBIM KECTOM YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIA CIUIIKOM
MHOTO pa3 JIepKaJl B MaJblax dyKre MEXaHU3MbI, YTOOBI OOSATHCS UX, — M TYT K€ OTAEPHYI JIAIOHb.

Mertan okazasics TéribiM. He ropsamnm, He 0OKHUTraiomm, a UMEHHO TETUTBIM, Kak ObIBaeT TEM-
JILIM KaMeHb, 11eJIbII IeHb MTPOJIeXKABIIUI HA COJTHIIE, WK JIAJJOHb CIISIIEro YeJIOBeKa. ApeH MOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha oTLaA.
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— Twt e€ Harpen?

— Her.

— Torna nouemy ona Té€mnas?

Mapek niepeBen B3IIIsII Ha €ro pyKy, II0TOM OOpaTHO Ha JIMIIO, U B 9TOM B3IVIs 1€ ObUIO CITUIIKOM
MHOT'O BCEro, YTOOBI pa3o0paTh 3a pas.

— 4 xoTen cipocuth TEOS O TOM *Ke.

ApeH 0CTOpOXHO KOCHYJICS IeTajl CHOBA, e[Ba 33/1eB KOHYMKaMu nasiblieB. Hudero. OObIu-
HBII XOJIONHBIN METAJUI, YyTh HIEPOXOBATHIN, UYyTh MACJSHUCTBIM HA OIIyIlb, HUYEM HE OTIMYAIO-
IIUAIACS OT JIECSITKOB JPYTHUX JIeTajell, KOTOpble OH Aepxkal B pykax. OH 00XBaTuII €€ JIaIOHBIO LIeJH-
KOM, TOfIOK T, IPUCITYIIMBAsICh K COOCTBEHHBIM OIIYIIEHUSIM, U CHOBA HUYETO — TOJIBKO XOJO/,
POBHBII U PABHOIYILIHBIN.

— MoskeT, OHa MPOCTO AOJITO JieKalla y Meur, — CKas3asl OH.

— Ileyb He TonMIIACH BCIO HOYb.

Apen oOepHysics. B yrity nelcTBUTENBHO CTOsUIA XOIOAHAS Kesle3Hast 1edb, TEMHasl, Oe3Ku3-
HEHHas1, C IPUOTKPBITON JBEPLIEH, N3 KOTOPOM HE TSHYJIO TeruioM. OH nosall jiedyamu, XOTs B 3TOM
JkecTe He ObUIO HU KarlTi HACTOSIIIEeH OeClIeYHOCTH.

— Torma He 3Haw.

Mapek mMomuan. ApeH NoAHS OIHY U3 TUIACTHH, TIOBEpTeN €€ MOJ1 JIAMITOU, pa3risabiBas e1Ba
3aMeTHbIe, OyITO BbIIABJICHHBIE N3HYTPH JIMHUM, M CIIPOCHJ, OTKyIa BcE€ 310. VI3 ceBepHBIX pyuH,
orBetu oterl. Kto npunéc? Crapuk u3 Kepna. 3a ckonbko? HeBakHO. 3HauuT, JOPOro, cKaszal
ApeH, 1 Mapek, B3I0XHYB, TPOM3HEC €r0 UMsI TAKAUM TOHOM, KAaKUM OCTAHABJIMBAIOT peOEHKA y Kpast
0OpbIBa, U ApeH, OOHSIB PYKH, COMNIACUIICS, YTO JIATHO, HeBaKHO. OH MOJIOKIII TIACTUHY OOpaTHO
Ha CTOJI M Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aJepiKajl B3IJIs] Ha Pa3JIOKEHHBIX JICTANISIX.

B 0ObIyHBIN IeHb OH OBl YK€ CHIEN HaJl HUMH C 3aKaTaHHBIMU PyKaBaMHM, PACKJIa/IbIBasi, CPaB-
HUBasi, TOAOMpast Maskl, MOTOMY YTO COOMPATh CJIOMaHHbIE BEIIY ObUIO €ro JIOOMMBIM 3aHSITUEM C
TeX T0p, KaK OH ceOs1 MOMHIJI. EMy HpaBUJIOCh B 9TOM YTO-TO MPOCTOE U HAAEKHOE, YETO HE XBATAJIO
monsM. YenoBek MOr cKa3aTh, YTO HE 3HAET, KTO CIOMAJ 3aMOK, MOT TOKJISICTBbCS, YTO HE BHUIE,
KTO YBEJ JIOIIa b, MOT 3a0bITh COOCTBEHHOE OOEIaHNe U Yepe3 MUHYTY UCKPEHHE yIMBHUTHLCS, KOTAa
eMy 0 HEM HaroMHsT. MexaHu3m ObuT uectTHee. Ecii mectepHsi He Bpalajiach — 3HA4UT, YTO-TO e
Memmano. Ecim npyxuHa Obl1a ociabiieHa — 3HAYUT, OHa ObLIa ociiadlieHa, 1 HUKaKue OTpaBIaHus
3TOro He MeHsUM. Eciu aerasnsb He moaxoauia K COCeTHe , 17151 STOro CyIeCTBOBAIA IPUYMHA, a TIPU-
YMHY MOKHO OBUIO HAalTH, €CJIM XBaTaJIo TepreHusi. ApeH moOw1 npuurHbl. OH He BHIHOCHJT BEIIeH,
KOTOpbIE CITyYaJIUCh IIPOCTO TakK, 6e3 0ObSCHEHHS], U IMEHHO MMOTOMY JPEBHHE MEXaHU3MBbI MTPUTSI-
TMBAJIM €T0 C CAMOTO JIETCTBA: OHM OBUIM 3araI0uHbIMHU, HO He OECCMBICTIEHHBIMU, U T/Ie-TO B TIIyOUHE
KaXJJOro U3 HUX HEMPEMEHHO KU MOPSIIOK, KOTOPBIA HYKHO OBbLJIO TOJBKO YMETh Pa3IJIsiIeTh.

— Tl BCIO HOUBb HaJl HUM CHJIeNI? — CITPOCHIT OH.

— Ilourn.

—n?

Mapek MeasIeHHO BBIIOXHYII, ¥ 9TO ObUT HE B3/I0X YCTAJIOCTH, a YTO-TO OoJtee Tsokenoe, Oyaro
OH HECKOJIPKO YacOB YAEPKHUBAJ JbIXaHHE.

— He 3nawo.

— 9TO JIOXOH OTBET.

— JIpyroro Her.

ApeH CHOBa MOCMOTpEJT Ha IIEHTPaIbHYIO JieTanb. OHa ObUTa pa3MepoM MPUMEPHO C JIA/IOHb,
TEMHas1, MOYTH YEPHAsI, HO TIOBEPXHOCTH €€ He OTpakasa JaMIly TaK, Kak OTpaxaeT OObIYHbBIA METaILT:
CBET HE CKOJB3WJI IO Hell, a OyATO BIUTHIBAJICS, YXOIWI BIIYOb, OCTaBJIsIsl HA TIOBEPXHOCTH JIMIIIb
TOHYANIINE JTMHUM — KPYTH, MpsIMble, TIEpeceueHusl, CKJIaIbIBaBIIMECS TO B y30p, TO B MMChMEHA.
Hekotopble 3HaKy HanmOMUHAIM OYKBBI, XOTSI HU OIMH U3 HUX OH HE MOT' COMOCTaBUTh HU C OIHUM
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W3BECTHBIM €My aJi(paBUTOM, U YeM JIOJIbIIIE OH CMOTpEJI, TeM CUJIbHEE eMy Ka3ajoCh, YTO ITO He
OpHaMEHT, a CJIOBa, MPOU3HECEHHBIC Ha SI3bIKE, KOTOPOTo OOJIbIIIe HUKTO HEe TIOMHUIL.

— 910 He MecTHas paboTa, — CKas3as OH.

— Her.

— Dnaap?

Mapek He oTBeTHI. ApeH MOAHS IJIa3a U BIPYT 3aMETUJI TO, YEro He 3amMeuall paHbllie: OTel]
CMOTpeJI He Ha MEXaHM3M U He Ha HEero, a Ky/1a-TO B CTOPOHY, B CyMPaK y CT€HbI, KaK CMOTPST JIIO/IH,
KOI/Ia MBITAI0TCS] BCNOMHUTD JIABHUU Pa3roBOp.

— Oren. 4 cnipocun, 3to Dnaap?

— Bo3MOX)HO.

ApeH HalOMHWJI, YTO OTEI] BCEr/ia FOBOPUJI HE TPOTaTh J1aapCKUe BEIU, U YCIIbIIIAI MOMPABKY:
HE CTOUT TPOTaTh BEIH, KOTOPBIX HE TOHUMAEIITh. « 5] MOHNMAaK MeXaHU3Mbl». «He 3ToT». ApeH npu-
CMOTpeJICSl K HeMy BHUMartelibHee. B rosoce Mapeka 3Bydasio 4To-To, Yero OH paHbllie He CIIbIIIA HU
pasy 3a IBaILaTh MATH JIET: He pa3apaxeHue, He CTpax, a OCTOPOKHOCTD, Kakast ObIBaeT y UelloBeKa,
HECYIIEro MOJHYIO Yally Mo y3Kou JiecTHulle. OH CIPOCHIL, YTO OTEll 3HAET, U YCIIbIIIAT B OTBET, YTO
MeHblIIIe, 4eM xoTes1 Obl. Torma modyemy coopan? Ilotomy uto xoten y3Hath. U y3Han? Mapek oTBep-
HYJICSI K OKHY, 32 KOTOPBIM MO-TIPEeKHEMY IIIyMeJia BOJa, U MOCyIe JOJITOro MOJTUYaHuUsl CKa3al:

— Ja.

ApeH xpaan, He Topons. Joxap OW B CTEKJIO, KPhIIIa TIOCKPHITBIBAJIA TIOJI BETPOM, TI7Ie-TO B
r1yOuHe omMa Kanasia Bojia. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CEeKYH/I OTeIl CKa3asl TaK TUXO, YTO CJIOBA IMOYTH TOTe-
PAINCH B IIyMeE:

— OHO KJIET.

B mactepckoii crano Tixo. He To 4ToObI 10k /Tb TIepecTat — OH JIWJ MO-TIPeKHEMY, — HO 3BYK
€ro CJIOBHO OTCTYMWJI KyJa-TO JIaJIeKO, 3a TPaHUILy CJBIIIMMOIO, U OCTaJIach JIUIIb IJIOTHASI, BSI3Kas
THIIIMHA, B KOTOPOW ApeH CIIbIIIa coOCTBeHHOE bixanue. OH MeJIeHHO YCMEXHYJICS, TOTOMY UTO He
3HAJ, KaK emé pearnpoBaTh Ha TaKWe CJIOBA, M IIOTOMY UYTO yCMelIKa Oblla eIMHCTBEHHBIM OPYKUEM,
KOTOpOE y HEro Bcerja OCTaBaJIoCh MTPOTUB HETIOHSTHOTO.

— DT0 MeXaHU3M, OTell, — HanoMHUJ oH. Mapek 3Has. Toraa 4to 3HaUuT «kAET»? OH cam
He 3HaJI. ApeH 3aMeTuJI, YTO OTel] FTOBOPUT CTPaHHbIE BEIIH, U TOT CO BCEM COMIACWICS. ApPeH XOTe
OTBETHTh, HO 3aMETHJI Ha KPalo CTOJIa HEOOMBIION JIMCT OyMaru, pUAaBJIeHHBIN TSKETBIM TaeqHbIM
kioyoM. Ha HEM ObuTM 3aprCOBaHbI JIMHUM IIEHTPAIBHOW JIeTaIi — TOHKHE, HEYBEPEHHBIE, SIBHO
CIICJIAaHHBIE TIO MAMSITH, — a HECKOJIbKO CUMBOJIOB 3a4E€PKHYTHI, U OIMH, B CAMOM IIEHTpe, 0OBEeIEH
TaK CWJILHO, YTO TIepo MpofaBuiio Oymary. OH B3sUT JIUCT W TIOHSII, YTO OTEll MBITAJICS YUTATh STOT
MEXaHU3M, KaK YMUTAIOT MUCbMO, U YTO TOMBbITKA KOHUYMIach Hu4YeM. [louemy He ckazan mMHe? —
CITPOCHIT OH. Mapek NOJIHSI I71a3a, U ApeH BIepBbIe YBUJIEN B HUX TO, YTO HE CMOT ObI Ha3BaTh Cpasy:
HE THEeB U He YIPEK, a YTO-TO MOXOkKee Ha BUHY YEJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIN CIIMIITKOM JIOJITO OTKJIAAbIBA
MpU3HAHME.

— [oTtomMy uTO HEe XOTes, YTOOBI THI K STOMY MPHUKACATICS.

ApeH 3amep, U JICT B ero pyke ciierka aporuyi. Ho on yxe npukochyscs. «I[lostomy tenepn
1o31H0». CJioBa MPO3BYYaI TaK POBHO, TaK CIIOKOWHO, 4TO Y ApeHa To CIUHE MPOOeKal XOIOIOK.
OH NOJIOKWIT TUCT 0OPAaTHO, OCTOPOKHO, OYATO TOT MOT PACCHINIATLCS, U CIIPOCUJI, YTO OTEI UMeeT
B BUY, HO Mapek He OTBETHJI, TOJIbKO CMOTpPEJ Ha HEero Tak, Kak CMOTPSIT Ha 4eJloBeKa, KOTOPbIiA
CTOUT Ha Kpalo JIbjla, €ME HE 3Has, YTO JIE] HaYaJl TPECKAThCA.

Torpa ApeH CHOBa OIYCTUJI B3IJIsI/] HA MEXaHU3M U BIIEPBbIE 32 3TU HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3aMETUJT
CTPaHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO YIYCTUJI, YBJIEYEHHBIA pa3roBopoM. Ha BHyTpeHHel CTOpOHE HEHTPAJIbHOrO
KOJIbIIa He OBUIO cJiefloB coerHeHus. Hu pe3bObl, HU TIa30B, HU KPETEKHBIX OTBEPCTUH, HA MaJiei-
IIMX IIBOB, KaKKe OCTaBJIsieT Modast padoTa, rie IBe JeTalv MPUXOIUTCS CBOAWTL BMecTe. KombIo
BBHITJISIZICNIO TaK, OyATO €ro OTIWJIM IEJbHBIM, BMECTE CO BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, KaK OTJIMBAIOT €JUHBIN



A. Vale. «Ilocnegnue 3 6eccmeptrbix. Kanra -1. Mexanuk»

CJITOK, Y JIUIIb TIOTOM Pa3Aeniid — He Pe3lioM, He TIIJIOH, a YeM-TO UHbIM, Y€MYy Y HEero He ObUIO
Ha3BaHUSI.

— To1 ero He cobupa, — ckazas oH THX0, 1 Mapek nmoarsepawit: HeT. Cam oH coOpavicsi? Toxe
Her. Torga yro mpousonuto? Mapek moformén Onxke, 1 Jlamra oTOpoCHIa Ha CTeHY ero JIMHHYIO
HepoBHYIO TeHb. «Huuero». «Huuero?» — «Jlo 1e6s1 — Huvero». OH XOTeN CIPOCUTH emE, HO B
3TOT MOMEHT BHYTPH MEXaHMU3Ma YTO-TO IENKHYI0. OUH pa3, OueHb TUXO, TaK THXO, YTO B IPyroi
J€Hb 3TOT 3BYK MOXHO OBUIO ObI IPUHSTH 32 CKPUIT CTAPOTO JIepeBa. ApeH pe3KO OTAEPHYJ PyKYy U
OIJISTHYJICS Ha OTIA.

— T 370 Ccapimian?

Mapek nodnenesn, u 6J1eHOCTDb 3Ta ObUTa BUIHA JaKe B TYCKJIOM CBETE JIAMITBI.

— Jla.

Bropoii nieuok mpo3Byyan riyoxe, Tsokenee, CIIOBHO UCTOUYHHK €ro HaXOIWJICS He B CaMOM
MeXaHU3Me, a TIOJ] HUM, BHYTPY TOJICTOM CTOJICIITHUIIbI, BHYTPY CAMOTO JIOMa, I7Ie-TO B TOJIIE 3eMJIH,
Ha KOTOPOH CTOsIa MacTepcKasi. ApeH CMOTpesl Ha MeTalljl, He pelasich MOIIEBETUThCS, U YBU-
e, KaK TOHKHME JJMHUM Ha TMOBEPXHOCTU IIEHTPAJIbHON JIeTald HAYMHAIOT CBeTUThCs. CHavasia eiBa
3aMeTHO, Oy/ATO MO YEPHOU IJIa ¥ TIPOBEIU OCTPUEM, OCTABUBIIIMM TIOCIIE ceOs1 BIAKHBIN cepeOpH-
cThiil crieft. [TotoM oTUéTIMBee: TOHYAHIIAs HUTh MTPOIILIA IO OKPYKHOCTH, 3aMKHYJIACh, PAa3/AeInIach
Ha HECKOJIbKO OTBETBJICHHI M MOTEKJIa JaJIblIle, 10 KOJIbILY, MO TUIACTHHAM, TI0 ITIAAKOMY LIAH/PY,
COENMHSISI PA3PO3HEHHbBIE AETAM B €MHOE 11eJI0€, KaK KPOBb COSAMHSIET YacTH TeJa.

Mapek oTcTynui Ha mar.

— He tporaii.

— 4 "e Tporaw, — ckazan Apen. ['o10c ero nmpo3Byydal pOBHEE, YeM OH OKUIAJ, XOTS CEPALE
yXke OUJIOCh T/Ie-TO B roplie.

— Toraa moyemy oH padoraer?

ApeH He 3Ha1. OH CTOSUT HETIOIBUKHO, HE OTPhIBasI B3IJIsIAAa OT MEXaHU3Ma, U CBET YCUIIMBAJICS,
CTaHOBSICh POBHee U TIIyOxke. DTO He ObUT CBET OrHs: B HEM He OBbUIO HU Kapa, HU JbIMa, HU MepIia-
HUS, HUA JABWXKEHUs TeHel 1o cteHaM. OH KT BHYTPU MeTallIa, KaK )KUBET MbICITb BHYTPU T'OJIOBBI,
Y 110 TIOBEPXHOCTH, COEAMHSISACh MEXAY COOOM, Oekanu JIMHUM, CKJIAAbIBAsCh B CJIOKHYIO T€OMET-
pUYecKyio (pUrypy, CIMIIKOM MPABUIBHYIO U CIUIIKOM YYKYI0, YTOOBI OBITh TBOPEHHEM YeJIOBeKa.
[ToTomM MexaHu3M M3[aJT 3BYK — He IIETYOK M HE CKPEXkeT, a KOPOTKUM, TIIyOOKHUIl Ty, KOTOPHIi
ApeH NouyBCTBOBAJI HE YIIIAMU, a TPYAHOM KJIETKOM, OYITO KTO-TO HEBUIMUMBIN MOIOXKUI JIATOHb EMY
Ha pE€Opa U clierka HaJlaBuJI.

OH cpenan mar Hazaj. LienTpanbHast yacTh APOTHYJIA U MOAHSIIACH HAJl CTOJIOM Ha HECKOJIBKO
NaJIbLIEB, TTOBUCIIA B BO3/yXe, YIepKUBaeMasi TeM ke CBETOM, UTO BHIPbIBAJICA U3 €€ JIuHMA. Mapek
BBIpYyrajicsi — KOPOTKO, 3JI0, TaK, KaK He pPyrajcs Ipy ChiHe HUKOT/A.

— Hazan!

ApeH MHCTUHKTHUBHO NOTSIHYJICS K HEMY, U B TOT )K€ MHT LIHTpaJIbHas IeTalb BCIbIXHYIa. CBeT
yZIapuJI TI0 MAaCTEPCKOH, BHITECHUB MOTYMpPaK, CTEPB TEHH, 3aJTUB CTEHBI, TOJIKH, TIOTOJIOK Oeoi, 6e3-
3BYYHOH BOJTHOM. ApeH 3aKMYPHIICS, HO CBET IPOHUKAI U CKBO3b 3aKPHITHIE BEKH, M OH HECKOJIBKO
JONTUX CEKYH/1 HUYEro He BUJEN, HUYEro He CIIBIIIAN, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOTO MyJIbca, TYJIKO OT/IaBaB-
IIErocs B yIax.

[Totom on ycabiman rosoc. He yenoBeueckuin — HU MYKCKOU, HU )KEHCKUH, HU IETCKUU, HU
crapueckuii. OH He 3ByYasl B BO3yXe MAaCTePCKOM, He OTpaXaJcs OT CTEeH, He JPOkKajl B CTEKJIe OKHA.
OH BO3HHUKAJ HEMOCPEICTBEHHO BHYTPHU CO3HAHMS, KaK BO3HUKAET MBICIb, KOTOPYIO Thl HE AyMal,
HO KOTOpast yXke MPUHAICKHUT Teoe.

BHOJIOTMYECKNI OTKJIMK OBHAPY KEH.

ApeH oTKpbUI M1a3a. Mactepckast Obuia 3a1uTa OesibIM CBETOM, HO He CJICTISIIINM, a POBHBIM,
TMIOYTH CIIOKOMHBIM, M B 3TOM CBETE OH YBUEJ OTIIA, CTOSIBIIIEro HanmpoTuB. Mapek He asuraics. OH
CMOTpeJT He Ha MEXaHU3M, a Ha ApeHa, M Ha €ro JIUIIE 3aCThUIO BhIpaKeHHe, KOTOPOTO ChIH HE CMOT
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Obl Ha3BaTh: TaM OBUTM U YKac, U OOPEUEHHOCTh, U CTPAHHOE, TIOUTH OOJIerYéHHOe Y3HABaHUE, KaK Y
YeJIoBeKa, YBU/IEBILIETO HAKOHEI! TO, Yero JK/JIaJl CJIMIIKOM JIOJIT0, YTOOBI TPOJOJIKATh OOSATHCS.

IMTPOBEPKA.

Cepniie Apena 3abminoch varie. OH XOTes Mo3BaTh OTLA, HO TOPJIO CKAJOCh, U TIONYYHJIICS
TOJIBKO CIIABJICHHBIN BBIJIOX.

— Oren?

Mapek He OTBETHUIL.

COBITAIEHUE.

ApeH MouyBCTBOBaJ XOJIOZ B JIAIOHU — HE OO0Jb, HE JKKEHUE, a MIMEHHO XOJIOI, TOHKUN U
OCTpBIiA, OYATO K KOKe MPHJIOKWIN TOHKOE Jie3Bue Jbaa. OH omycTiit B3misA. Ha magonu cHavana
Huvero He ObuTo. [TOTOM y OCHOBaHMS OOJBINIOrO Majblia MPOCTYIUIA TOHKAsI CBETAIIAsICS JTMHUS,
TOHBIIIE BOJIOCA, SIPU€ JIAMITBI, K ME/IJIEHHO TOTION3/Ia K EHTPY Ja0HU, OYTO KTO-TO HEBUAUMBIH BET
TI0 ero KOXe OCTPUEM, OCTaBJIsIsl 32 COOOH He paHy, a cBeT. OH ckasl Ky/Jak. JIMHUS He rcyesna: OHa
ropesna CKBO3b MaJjibLibl, CKBO3b KOXY, M OH YyBCTBOBAJI €€ KaKbIM HEPBOM — HE KaK MTOBPEXACHUE,
a Kak MPUCYTCTBHE, KaK HUTh, BHE3AITHO HATSHYTYIO MEKIy HUM M YeM-TO OECKOHEUHO JTAJIEKHM.

IMOATBEPKIEHO.

MexaH13M MOJHSUICS BbIIIE. 3a HUM, TaM, IJie MTHOBEHHE Ha3a] ObUia IMycTasi CTeHa MacTep-
CKOM, OTKpbUIaCh MyCTOTa — He ThbMa, 2 UMEHHO ITyCTOTa, ITyOWHa, JIUIIEHHAS] TPAHUIl, — U B TOU
mycrote ApeH yBUJEJ TOpol.

He pyunsl. He ochinaBiimecst KaMeHHbIE OCTOBBI, KOTOPbIE OH HE pa3 BUJIET B CEBEPHBIX XOJI-
Max, KyJda XOIWJI C OTIIOM 3a cTapbiM skesie3oM. ['opon. ’KuBoi, orpoMHbIii, HEBO3MOXKHBIN: BBICO-
K¥ie OalllHU M3 CBETJIOr0 KaMHS U MeTajlla, MOJHUMABIIMECS K HeOy TaK BBICOKO, YTO BEPIIMHBI UX
TEPsUTUCH B JIIMKE; CTEKJISTHHbIC TIEPEXO/Ibl, COSTUHSIBIIUE 3JaHUS HA TAKOW BBICOTE, YTO OT OIHOTO
B3MJIsA[la BHU3 KPYKUJIACh TOJIOBA; MOCTHI, YXO/MBIIIHE Mek/1y OAlTHIMU TOHKUMU, TIOYTHA BO3IYIII-
HBIMU JyTaMH; YJIHIIBL, 10 KOTOPHIM JIBUTAJIMCH JTIOIY B UTMHHBIX CBETJIBIX II1AIAX, HECTeITHO, Oy/ITO
UM HeKy/ia ObUTIO TOPOIUTHCS. B1omb cTeH TAHYIMCh CBETSIIUECs JIMHUH, Te CaMble, YTO OeKasu ceil-
yac 1o MeTajuly Ha CToJjIe, ¥ BOjia TeKJIa II0 UCKYCCTBEHHBIM KaHaJlaM, IPO3pavyHasl U TUXas, oTpaxas
He060. Branu, Hat BceM 3TUM, MMOJHUMAJIACh IICHTpaJibHAsI OAlllHs, a HaJl €€ OCTPO BEpPIIMHON BHCEI
KpYT CBETA, POBHBIN 1 HETIOABUKHBIN, KaK BTOPOE COJIHIIE.

ApeH CTosuJ1 IOCpe/i 3TOrO TOPOAia, XOTS MPEKPACHO MTOHUMAI, YTO HAXOIUTCS B MAaCTEPCKOW,
YTO YYBCTBYET I10J] HOTaMU JOIIATbI T10J1, @ HE KAMEHHYI0 MOCTOBYIO, UTO JIOK/1b ITO-IIPEKHEMY CTY-
YUT 110 KPHILLIE [e-TO 3a MpesienaMu 3Toro BuaeHus. OH NOnbITaics cAenaTh 1iar, HO TeJIO He ClIylla-
JIOCh, KaK He ciymiaetcsi Bo cHe. KapTuna npubnmsuiack cama, 6e3 ero yJactusi, ¥ OH yBUIEN ILI0-
111a/1b, HA KOTOPOM CTOSTU JIECSITKH JIIOJEH, 3aIIPOKUHYB I'OJIOBBI U [JIs/sl BBEPX, HA UTO-TO OTPOMHOE,
CKpbITOE B HeOe, Yero OH He MOT pasIiseTh. B BO3/1yxe HaJ IUIOMIAAbIo BUCETIa CTpaHHasl, HaIlpsi-
KEHHAsI TUILMHA, 1 APEeH MOUyBCTBOBAJI, YTO ITH JIIOIU YETO-TO KAyT — HE C PaJ0CThi0, HE CO CTpa-
XOM, a C TEM CJIOKHBIM, TSKEIBIM UyBCTBOM, C KAKUM KIYT PELIEHUs, KOTOPOE HEJb3s1 OTMEHUTb.

N300pakenne M3MEHIIOCh, Oy/ITO KTO-TO MEPeNUCTHY cTpaHuily. OH OKa3ajicsi B KOMHATE C
OeJIbIMH CTEHAMHU, TJIe CTOSIT TIPOCTOM CTOJI, & BOKPYT CTOJIa — HECKOJIBKO Jiofielt. Cpeny HUX ObuT
MOJIOJIOW MY’KUMHA C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, HA JIMLIE KOTOPOTO JIeKala yCTaJI0CTh YeJIOBEKA, CIIUIIKOM
J0JITO HE CHABILIErO U CIMIIKOM MHOro gymasiiero. [lepeg HUM CTOs1 Takoy ke MeXaHU3M, TOT ke
PUCYHOK JIMHUH, TOT %€ POBHBINA CBET. MyKUMHA TOAHST PYKY, U K HEMY MOJIOIILIA KEeHIMHA —
BBICOKAsl, CTpOTasi, C BHUMATEJIbHbBIMU CEPbIMU ITIa3aMHU.

— Tel yBepeH? — crnipocuiia OHa, U OH OTBETWJI, 4To HeT. Torna nouemy nponomkaer? [Toromy
YTO OHM yXke Havyalu. «ITO He OTBeT». MykKUnWHA TIOCMOTpENT Ha He€ NOITMM B3LISAIOM, U ApeHy
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO B 3TOM B3IJIsAIe OBUIO OOJIbIIIE COMHEHUsI, YeM B JTIOOBIX CJIOBAX.

— Ecnu Mbl ocTaHOBUMCS cefiuac, BCE, YTO MbI CIEIAN 10 3TOT0, OKaKeTCst OECCMBICTIEHHBIM.

ApeH He ycabiman npogomkenus. CrieHa pacrasiia, Kak TaeT JbIXaHUe Ha XOJIOJHOM CTeKJIe, U
Ha e€ MecTe TOSIBWIIACH JIpyrasi, OT KOTOPOU y Hero cxainock Bc€ BHyTpu. CHer. Macrepckast — Ta
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camasl, TOJIbKO 3UMHSISI, IPUTUXIAS, C 3aMEP3IIMMK OKHAMH ¥ CJTa0bIM OrHEM B Tieun. Ha kpoBatu
y CTEHHI JieXkasa KeHIIMHA, YKPBITas MIEPCTSIHbBIM OfIESJIOM 10 caMmoro noadoponka. OH y3Hai eé
paHbIlie, YeM MOHSI, YTO Y3HAET.

AnuHa. Ero mats.

OH pe3ko BAoXHY/I. Bo3ayx He MoIIen B JIETKUE, 3aCTpsii I1Ie-TO B roplie.

— Her... — nporenrain oH.

OH mar"ys BHepél, U Ha 3TOT pa3 TeJso MOCAyHiaiock. Marh MOBEpHYJIA TOJIOBY U MOCMOT-
pesa mpsiMO Ha HEr0 — TaKOM, KaKOW OH MOMHIJI €€ B MOC/IETHIE MECSIIIbI XKU3HU: CIIUIIKOM OJie]-
HOM, CITMIIIKOM XyHOH, C 0OOCTPUBIIMMHUCS YepTaMHU U 3alaBIIMMHU BUCKAMU, HO C TEMH Ke IJ1a3aMH,
JKUBBIMH, TETUIBIMH, YIIPSMBIMH, KOTOPbIE HE CMOTJIa TIOTACUTD J1aXke OOJIe3Hb.

— ApeH, — npou3Hecsia OHa, U OH MPOTSHYN PYyKy, Mpomientan: «Mawma...» N3o0paxeHue
APOTHYJO, KaK OTPaXeHUE B MOTPEBOKEHHOM BOJIE, HO rojioc e€ He npornail. «Eciy onu korna-HuOyap
MPUIYT 32 HUM. ..» — CKa3asa DJIMHA, ¥ CJI0Ba NOBTOPUIIUCH 9XOM, PACTSIHYJIUChH, HAIOKWIUCDH APYT
Ha japyra, OyITO MPOM3HOCKIIMCH HE OVH pa3, a MHOTO pa3 MOApPsI, B Pa3HBIX MECTaxX W B pa3sHoOe
BpeMsl, — «...HE MO3BOJISI UM OTBECTHU €ro K BeuHbsiM». ApeH He MoHMMaJ, K koMmy. Matbk cMoTpea
Ky/1a-TO MUMO HEro, CKBO3b Hero, Ha KOro-To, KOro OH He MOT' BHJIETh, ¥ TIPOCHJIA €r0 MO0OeaTh.
Uro umeHHO? YUTO OH He MO3BOJIMT MM 3a0path ceOs1. OH XOTeNI OTBETUTH, HO M300paXeHe UCUe3io.
Ocraicst TOJIbKO YEPHBIH, TITyOOKUH, O€33ByUHBIN CBET, B KOTOPOM He ObLIIO HU Bepxa, HU HU3a, HU
BpEeMeHU. A MOTOM CHOBa MPO3BYYasl rOJIOC, POBHBIN U O€3KaJOCTHBIA, 1 ApeH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK
KaXJJ0€ ero CJIOBO OTIIeYaThIBACTCS IJe-TO B CAMOM TITyOMHE CO3HAHUS:

HACJIEJJHUK BO3BPAIIIEH.

ApeH niepectan Jpimarh. CJIOBO OTIANIOCh B IOJIOBE TYJKUM 3XOM, pa3oLUIOCh BOJHAMU IO
BCEMY TeJly, KOCHYJIOCh Kask1oro HepBa. Hacnennuk. OH He 3Hau, 4ell U 4ero, Ho OTKyAa-TO U3 IIIy-
OVHBI TAMSITH, U3 CAMOT'0 JTAJIBHETO €€ yIJIa, MOIHSIOCh AETCKOe BOCTIOMUHAHKE, SIPKOe, OTYETIIMBOE,
OyIITO ero HUKorAa 1 He 3a0biBaii. EMy cemb sieT. OH CHIMT PSOM C MaTephblo Y OKHA, 32 KOTOPbIM
UZIET TAKOM ke JI0XK[b, U OHA JEPKUT €ro JIaJOHb B CBOEH, pasrisabiBas e€ mpu cnabom ceere. OH
cripamuBaet: «[louyemy y MeHs 1aioHb cBeTUTCs ?» Y OHa myraeTcsi — Tak ObICTPO, UTO OH TOTJIA He
yCIIeJT TIOHSITh, Yero MIMEHHO, — OTAEPIUBAET PYKY, IOTOM YJIBIOAETCS, CIMIIKOM OBICTPO, CITUIIKOM
HATSHYTO, ¥ TOBOpUT: «Tebe mokazanoch».

Teneps OH NOHSI, YTO €My HE MTOKA3aJIoCh.

OH oTKpbLT 1a3a. Mactepckasi BEpHY/Iach: BEPCTaK, JlaMIla, TEMHBIE MOJIKU, XOJIOHAs [1eYb.
MexaHu3M Jiexkall Ha cTose 0e3 JBHKEHHsI, OOBIYHBIN KYCOK TEMHOTO METaJlla, He U3JTyJaloliid HU
cBeTa, HU Tervia. [JJoxkap Mmo-TpeskHeMy CTydasl O Kpbillie, ¥ STOT MPUBBIYHBIN, OyIHUYHBIN 3BYK
NoKazajcs ApeHy MOYTH OCKOPOUTEbHBIM IOC/E BCEro, YTO OH TOJNBKO 4TO yBHUAEH. OH TSKENo
ABIIIAT, JTQJ0HU OBUTH BJIQKHBIMU, KOJIEHH JPOKAIIH.

Mapek CcTosi1y CTeHbI, TPUBAIMBIIUCH K HEH CITUHOM, U JIAIIO €ro ObUIO CephIM. ApPEH CIPOCHII,
BUJIET JI OH, M HE Cpa3y JOKIaJICcs oTBeta. «Jla». Yto 310 Obu10? Mapek mpoBEN JaJOHbIO T10 JIHILY,
MeJJIEHHO, OYJTO TBITAJICS CTEPETh C HEr0 4TO-TO HEBUAMMOE, U CKa3all, YTO HAJEsUICs, YTO ITOTO
HUKOrJa He Mpon3oiaeT. Yero nmeHHo? Yto oH ero Haiia€r. Kro? Mapek nogHs1 Ha Hero 171asa, u
ApeH BIiepBbI€ 32 JBaJLATh MAATH JIET YBU/IEN B 9TUX IJ1a3aX HACTOSIIIMI CTpax — HE TOT MUMOJIET-
HBIA, YTO MeJIbKaeT B JIMIAX JIIOAEH MPU TPOMKOM CTYKE MJIM BHE3AITHOW TE€HH, a TIIyOOKHA, TaBHUM,
3acTapesiblil CTpax YesIOBEKa, BCIO JKU3Hb KIABLIETO OIHOTO-€JUHCTBEHHOTO JIHS.

— He 3Hato, — cka3za oH, 1 ApeH BO3pa3wiI: BpET. Mapek npu3Hai: 1a. ApeH Moo OJke,
Y BHYTPHU y HETO YTO-TO HATSIHYJIOCh 10 npenena. OH 3HaeT, MycTh cKaxeT. Mapek mMoirdal, TOJIbKO
JOXAb CTyYall, JJaMIla IOTPECKMBasa, B yIily Kamnajia Bofga. YTo 3HaUMT «HaciaegHuk»? Otel| oTBEN
B3MJISA[] M CKa3aJl, 4TO MaTh OblIa TipaBa. B uém? B ToM, 4TO OH He MOJKeH ObLT y3HATh 00 9TOM Tak.
A Kak Has1o 661107 Mapek 3aKkpbUl IJ1a3a U MPOU3HEC OMHO coBO: «HuKorga». ApeH no4yBcTBOBA,
KaK BHYTPU NOTHMMAETCsl pa3[paXeHue, U Ha TOT pa3 OHO He ObLJI0 MUMOJIETHOW BCHBIIIKOH, a
TSIKEION BOJIHOM, HAKOMUBIIIEUCs 32 Tobl. OH BCIO )KU3Hb TPUHMUMAJT OTLIOBCKUE HEAOTOBOPEHHOCTH
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3a xapakrtep. Mapek He J0OMI TOBOpUTH O TiponioMm. He mobwun pacckassiBath 0 MaTepr. He yoowt
OTBCYATh Ha BOIIPOCHI O TOM, OTKYId B MaCTCpCKOf/i MOABJIAIUCh HEKOTOPLIC CTAPLIC BEIINW, KOTOPLIC
HUKTO HUKOTJA He TIOKYINaJl M He 3aKa3blBal. ApeH JyMal, YTo 3TO MPOCTO OOJIb, YTO Y HEKOTOPHIX
JIOJIe OHA 3aCTpeBaeT BHYTPHU M HE HAXOAMT CJIOB. Teneph OH MOHSLI, 4TO O0Jb ObUIA JIUIIIb YaCThHIO.
[Non Helt Jiexxasio 4To-TO Apyroe, Kyaa Oosee TskKENoe, YTO OTel| HOCWIJI BCe STH TOfbl, KaK HOCST
KaMeHb 3a Ma3yXOou.

— Ko Takue Beunbie? — cripocui oH.

Mapek B3apOorHy:1, OyaTO ero yaapuiu, U CIPOCHI, OTKY/IA OH CIIBIIIAN 3TO CIOBO. «Mama cka-
3asa». OTel MoTyall Tak JI0Nro, YTo ApeH pelIn, 4To OTBeTa He OylIeT BOBCE, HO TOT HAKOHEI] Mpo-
usnéc: «Jloau». 10 Bcé? Het. Toraa uto eme? Mapek He oTBeTWs. BMecTo 3T0ro OH MoAoIien
K JIBEpU MacCTepCKOM, 3aKpbUI 3aCOB, IIPOBEPUJI, HAJEKHO JIM OH CUAMT, IIOTOM IPOUIEN K OKHY U
AO0JIr0 BIUIAABIBAJICA B MOKPYIO TEMHOTY YJIMUIIbI, 6yIITO MbITAJICA pas3rjIAICTh B Hen YTO-TO, YEIr0 HE
MOT Ha3BaTh.

ApeH crpocui1, YTO OH JIENAET, U YCIIBIIA: TPOBEPSIET, OIMH JIM OHU 31€Ch. « Thl CEpbE3HO?»
— «bonee yem». OH BepHYJICS BIITyOb MacTepPCKOM, MOMOIIEN K 3aJHEH CTeHe, OTOBUHYJI CTaphIil
mKad, KOTOPBIH CTOSUT TaM CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO ApeH ceOsi TOMHUJI, U TOCTAN U3-32 HEro HeOOJbIIYIO
HUIIY, CKPBITYIO B Kjajike. OTTya OH BbIHYJI CBEPTOK, 3aBEPHYTHIN B MOTEPTYIO TKaHb, U, BEPHYB-
IIMCh K BEPCTaKy, MeJIEHHO pa3BepHY ero. BHyTpu Jiexxan KopoTkuid HOX. HeoObruHbIiL: 1e3Bue
ObLIO MOYTH YEPHBIM, HO He OJIecTeNo, a MOIJIOMAIO CBET JIAMITBl TaK e, KaK MOBEPXHOCTh LIeH-
TPAILHOM JIETaNH, a PyKOSITh — TPOCTast, OOMOTaHHAas! TEMHOW KOXel, CTEPTOH B TeX MecTax, rie eé
JECATUIICTUAMMU CKUMAJIA YbHU-TO ITaJIbIIbI.

ApeH 3Hai 3T0T HOX. OH BUJEJ €0 HECKOJIBKO pa3 B JIETCTBE, CIy4aliHO, KOrja OTel JyMmall,
YTO MaJIbYMK CIIUT, ¥ KaX/IbIA pa3 CIIbIIIAT OJHO U TO Xke: CJIOMaH, He Tporaid, He TBOE AEJIO.

ApeH HaloMHWJI, YTO OTel| Ha3blBaJl 3TOT HOXK CJIOMaHHBIM, U Mapek npusHaics: Bpai. OH
npuHaaiexan marepu? Her. Mapek Mosoxku HOX Ha CTON PsiIOM C MEXAHU3MOM, U [1Ba TEMHBIX
npeaMeTa, Jieskasime 00K 0 OOK, BIPYT MOKA3aIMCh APeHy CTPaHHO TMOXOKMMU, CJIOBHO BBIIIUTH U3
OIHOM MaCTEPCKOM.

— OH npeiHa3HAYEH HE /15 JIIOfICH.

ApeH ocMoTpes Ha Hero.

— Jlns koro?

Ortgera He ObL10. Baaneke ynapui kosokos. OOBIYHO TIEPBbIN YTPEHHUI 3BOH Pa3/iaBaiCs HaJl
ropoaoM, KOIjia JOK/Ab yKe oclabeBal, YUCThIA, 3BOHKHM, OyATO BBIMBITHIN BOIOW. CeromHst 3ByK
ObLT ITTyXUM UM PACTSIHYTBIM, CJIOBHO KOJIOKOJI 3BOHMJI Uepe3 TUIOTHBIA TyMaH, U B 9TOM 3ByKe ObLIO
YTO-TO TPEBOXKHOE, KaK B IEPBOM JAJIEKOM pacKaTe I'po3bl.

Mapek BHE3aIHO cKa3ajl, YTO UM HYKHO yxoauTh. Kyna, cipocuin ApeH, BCE elE HE B CHIIax
OTOpBaTh B3IV OT TEMHOIO HO%ka Ha ctosie. Ha Boctok. Ilouemy nvenHo tyga? [Toromy uTo Ha 1or ux
OyIyT UCKaThb B IEPBYIO OUepeib, — Mapek roBOpr1 ObICTPO, OTPBHIBICTO, YK€ MBICJICHHO NiepeOupast
TO, YTO HYXKHO OBLJIO B35ITh ¥ UYTO OCTaBUTh. — TaM JIOpPOTH IIMPEe, TOProBbIe TPAKTHI, TOCTHI. JII0OOH,
KTO 3HAET, YTO MBI YIIUIA, HAYHET C fora.

— K10 «mo60oi»? Kro Hac Oyaer vckathb?

— Te, KTO 3HaeT, YTO O3HAYaeT ITOT 3HAK.

ApeH nocMoTpe Ha J1agoHb. CBeTsIascs JMHUS ykKe racia, OJieqHena, yXoauia BriIyOb KOKH,
KaK YXOOUT B MECOK BOJA, HO OH BCE €IlIE YyBCTBOBAJ €€ — TOHKYIO, XOJIOMHYIO HUTh, OCTABIIYIOCS
noz koxkerd. OH MOAHSAI I71a3a Ha OTLA M CIIPOCUJI TUXO, YK€ TIOUTH 3Hasl OTBET:

OH cnpocuii, 3HaJl JIM OTell, YTO Y HEro ecTh 3Ta OTMETUHA. Mapek oTBeTus1 He cpasy: aa. C
nercrea? Jla. I mama 3nana? [la. [Touemy onun emy He ckazanu? OTtel HocMOTpen eMy B I71a3a, U B
9TOM B3IJIA1€ HE OBLIIO HU OHpaBHaHHfI, HU TIOIIBITKU CMATYUTL Yaap.

— HOTOMy YTO MBI XOTEJIN, YTOOBI THI ITPOKUIT XOTA OBl ABaauaTth IIATh JIET OOBIYHOM JKU3HBIO.
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3710CTh, MOAHUMABIIASICS B ApeHe MUHYTY Ha3ajl, BAPYT CBEpHY/IACh U MPeBpaTuach BO 4TO-
TO APYroe — TSKENOe, XOIOJHOE, ITOX0kKee Ha MOHMMaHKe, KOTOPOTro OH HE MPOCHIL.

— MHe aBaguaTh NSITh.

— [losTomy OHM ¥ ITPUILLLIN.

CrnoBa NOBUCIM MEX/y HUMH, KaK IOBHCAeT B BO3[yXe JbIM IOCJ€ BbICTpena. ApeH XOoTes
CIIPOCUTDb, KTO IMEHHO «OHW>», HO HE YCIIEJI: C YJIUIBI JIOHECCS 3BYK, KOTOPOTO B 3TOT Yac 3/1eCh HE
JOJKHO ObLIO OBbITh. KOHCKOE KOMBITO M0 MOKPbIM KaMHsIM. OJIMH yziap, TOTOM BTOPOM, pa3MepeH-
HBI, HECTICIITHBIN, OYATO BCAJIHUK eXasl, HUKY/Ja He TOPOIIsICh, TOYHO 3Hasl, Kyaa HarpasiseTcs. 06a
3aMepiIM U pa3oM MOCMOTPEIIU Ha JABEPb.

Jloxxab POOIKaI UTH, POBHBIN U TUIOTHBIA. ApPeH MeJIEHHO, CTapasich HE CKPUIETh TOJIO0-
BUIIAMHU, MOIOMIEN K OKHY U OCTOPOKHO OTOZIBUHYJI KpaellleK 3aHaBecKH. Yimia Obuia mycrta. Mok-
pas mopora Oyectena B cepoM MpeayTpeHHeM CBeTe, TEMHBIE IOMa CTOST POBHOM IIETIOYKOM, BIIOJb
KaHaB HECJIMCh MYTHBIE TTIOTOKH BOJIBI, YHOCSI C COOOM MYCOP U OIaBIIIUE BETKH.

— Huxkoro, — npoutenTain oH. Mapek MoAoIIENT K HEMY U CIIPOCUJI, YBEPEH JIU OH. «[la». —
«Oroiian». ApeH orou€n. Mapek noracui Jjamily, 1 MacTepckas orpysmiach B oJiyMpak, B KOTO-
POM OYepTaHUs CTAHKOB M TIOJIOK CTaJIM HEPA3TUIUMbIMU, 2 COOCTBEHHOE JbIXaHUE — OTJTYIIUTEITh-
HbIM. HecKoJIbkO MMHYT OHU CTOSUTM HEMOJBUKHO, BCymuBasick. Huuero. Tonbko 10%/1b, TOTBKO
KaraIasi rjie-To BOJIa, TOJILKO CTYK X COOCTBEHHBIX ceppietl. [ToToM ¢ y/uIibl JOHECCS TUXUH CKPHIT
— He 1I1aru, He KOIIbITa, a YTO-TO BPOJIE B3J10Xa JepeBa IMoj] YbMM-TO BeCOM. ApeH CHOBA BBITJISIHYJI
B OKHO.

Ha npoThBOIIOIOKHON CTOPOHE YIHUIIbI, HAMPOTUB MACTEPCKOW, CTOSUT 4YesOBeK. BhICOKUA,
HENOJIBWKHBIN, B ITMHHOM CEpPOM IUIallle, MPOMOKIIIEM O HUTKH, HO HE MOTepsIBIIEM OT 3TOTO HU
eIMHON CKJIAJIKH, Kak Oy/ITO TKaHb OblIa He TKAHBIO, & BRIPE3aHHBIM U3 KaMHsI U3BastHueM. JIUIo ero
CKpbIBJI TTyOOKMI KamolioH. OH He JBUTAJICSA, HE CMOTpEN MO0 CTOPOHAM, HE TBITANICS YKPBITHCS
OT JOX/Sl, ¥ YTO-TO B STON HETOJABUKHOCTU OBLJIO HACTOJILKO HEEeCTECTBEHHBIM, UTO y ApeHa repe-
XBaTWIoO jAbixaHue. OH MOPrHyJl — BCEro OAWH pa3, Ha JIOJII0 CEKYH[Ibl, — U KOrJa OTKPbUI IJ1a3a,
ynuiia Oblia mycTa.

— Orrer. ..

— 4 Bunen.

Mapek yxe aepxai HOX. Jle3Bue B €ro JjlaIoHu Ka3ajaoch MPOJOKEHUEM PYKU — YEPHOE,
CIIOKOMHOE, TOTOBOE.

— OmH Buzen Hac?

— Hywmaro, na.

— Torna nouemy ymen?

Mapek niepeBEn B3MJIsII Ha CTOJ, TJIe JIeKal MEXaHU3M — MEPTBBIMA, TEMHBIN, OeCOIe3HBIN Ha
BUJ, — ¥ OTBETUJI THXO:

— IMoromy uTO emy Gosbliie He HY)KHO OBUIO OCTaBaThCS.

ApeH MoYyBCTBOBaJ, KaK X0JI0[ TpodupaeTcs nof pydaxy, BAOIb MO3BOHOYHUKA, K 3aTHUIKY.
OH XOTeJ CIpOCUTh, YTO ITO 3HAYMT, HO OTEI] YKe ObICTPO 3aBOPAYMBA HOXK B TKaHb, U JIBUKEHUS
€ro CTajav pe3KUMHU, OTTOUEHHBIMU — JIBMKEHUSIMHU UEJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIN OYeHb JIABHO TOTOBUWJICS K
TaKOMY JIHIO U JIECSITKU pa3 MIPOKPYUMBAJI €r0 B TOJIOBE.

— Cobwupaii Bemmu, — Besien otell. [Ipsmo ceituac? Ceituac. MoxeT, xots Obl... Her. Orerr. ..
Apen! OH MOBBICUJI TOJIOC BIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO JieT. He KpuKHYJ — IPOCTO MPOU3HEC UMS TaK, 4TO
OHO Y/IapWJIO, KaK XJIBICT. ApeH 3amMondall. Mapek nofonen K HeMy U MOJIOKUJ TSOKENYIO JIaJIoHb Ha
[UIEYO, U B 9TOM KecTe ObUIO OOJIBIIE, YEM B JIIOOBIX OOBACHEHUSIX.

— Tlocnymait mensi. BHumaresbHo.

ApEH KUBHYIIL.

— Ecim KTo-HUOYIb CIIPOCHT, KTO ThI, — ThI HUUETO He 3Haelllb. Thl MexaHuK. ChIH MEXaHUKA.
Thl HUUETrO He BUJIENT U HUYETO He CIIbIIIA.
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— Ho...

— Ecinu yBunumb moneii B cepom — yxonu. He pasroBapuBail, He OIJIsiIbIBAliCS, HE MbITAKCS
BBISICHUTb, Y€TO OHH XOTSIT.

— K0 onun?

— HeBaxHo.

— A ecnu oHM HalayT Hac?

Mapek nmocmoTpes eMy MpsiMO B I71a3a, U ApeH yBUJIEN B HUX PEHIMMOCTb, OT KOTOPOU eMy
CTaJIO CTpAIlIHEee, YeM OT JI0OOro KpHUKa.

— Torna 6eru, — cka3an Mapek. A oH cam? OTel] OTBEpPHYJICS U TOJBKO IMOCIIe JIOJTOM May3bl
MPOU3HEC, UTO 3a/IePXKUT UX. ApeH MOHST BCE cpasy, 10 KOHIIa, Oe3 CJIoB, u ckasan: «Her». ¥V Hero
HeT BbIOOpa. «Y Tebs Toxke». Mapek ynbpioHyscs. Cnado, MoYTH He3aMeTHO, YroKamMu Ty0, U 3Ta
YJIBIOKA BJIPYT Cliefiajia ero JIMIO TAKUM YCTAIBIM U TAKMM POJHBIM, UTO Y ApeHa 3alleMuIIo B Ipy/I.

— Tenepb Tbl TOBOPUIIIL KaK MaTb.

Uepes yac OHM BHIIUIM U3 MacTepckoi. ['opox emeé cnajn: cTaBHU Ha OKHaX ObLIMA 3aKPbITHI,
B Mepeysikax He BCTPETUIIOCh HU OIHOM KMBOW YU, TOJIBKO OpOASTUMi TIEC MPOBOIMII UX PABHO-
AYIIHBIM B3IJISIOM U3-TIOJ KPbUTbIa. JJ0KAb CTasl MEeJIKUM, IOUYTH BECEHHUM, U B €r0 KOCBIX CTPYsX
M3peKa MeJIbKaJIM PeIKUe CHEKMHKH, TYT e Talolre Ha MOKPOW MOCTOBOH. ApeH HEC JOPOXKHYIO
CYMKY, Mapek — crapblii KO)KaHblii MEIIOK C MHCTPYMEHTaMH, TOT CaMbli, C KOTOPBIM XOIWJI Ha
SIpPMapKH, TIOKa He TepecTas Tyaa e3auTb. OHU He B35 HUYETO JIMIITHETO: HU 3aMacHbIX JeTajei, HH
CeMEMHBIX Bellel, HU JIeHer OOJIbIIe TOro, YTO MOIJIO MOHAJ0OUTHCS B TiepBble THU. OTell CIOKUI B
MEIIOK HOX, JIUCT C 3apMCOBAaHHBIMU 3HAKAMH M BCE YACTU MEXaHM3Ma, 3aBEpHYB MX B IIPOMAacyIeH-
HYIO TKaHb, 1 ApeH, HaOJo/1as 32 STUMH TOPOIUIMBBIMH, TOYHBIMH JIBUKEHUSIMH, TIOMMan ceOs Ha
MBICJIH, YTO BIIEPBBIE BUIUT OTIA TAKUM, KAKUM TOT, BEPOSTHO, ObLJT MHOTO JIET Ha3al, 1O MacTep-
CKOH, 10 DJIMHBI, IO BCETO, YTO OH BHIOPAT 3a0bITh.

[Nepen TeM Kak 3aKpbITh ABEPh, ApeH o0epHyJcs. MacTepckasi BBIIIsIIeNa TaK ke, KaK BCera:
BEPCTaK C TYCKJBIM OT BO3pAcCTa JEPEBOM, XOJIOAHAS TeYb, JUIMHHBIE TIOJIKA C KOPOOKaMH, CTapbie
MHCTPYMEHTHI Ha CBOMX MECTaxX, MSTHO Macia BO3Jie CTeHbl, KOTOPOE HHUKOTIA He YAaBaloCh BbIBE-
¢ty A0 KoHa. OH MpOoXWJI 3[eCh MOUTH BCIO KU3Hb, 3HAT KAXKIYI0 JOCKY, KaKIyl0 ApayHy Ha CTO-
JICIIHUIIE, KaXbIil CKPUIT TOJOBUIIEL. Tereps eMy Ka3ajaock, YTO OH CMOTPHT Ha 4yKOe MecTo, Ha
JEKOpalIMIo, OCTABJIEHHYIO KEM-TO IPyTMM, M OT 3TOTO YYBCTBA K TOPIY MOAKATHII KOMOK, KOTOPBIH
OH He TO3BOJIUJ ceOe MPOIIOTHTb.

Mapek 3anep aBepb, CpsATaIT KJII0Y B KApMaH U, He OIJISAbIBAsICh, MOMEN Brepén. OHU ABUHY-
JIMCh Ha BOCTOK IO MYCTOW YJHIIE, MUMO TEMHBIX JOMOB, MUMO 3aKPBITBIX JIJABOK, MUMO KOJIOIIIA,
y KOTOpOro ApeH Korja-To B IETCTBE pa30Omi1 KoieHO. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 OIVISIHYJICS, HO 32 CIIMHOM
HUKOTO He ObLIO, TOJIBKO TeJieHa 0K/ Ja JAIEKUe CUTy3Thl Kpbil. OHAKO KOT/Ia OHU CBEPHYJIH
3a TMOCJIeAHUI 0M M ApeH OpocHJT B3IJIsiA Ha3aj B MOCEAHUIN pa3, OH YBUJEN HA KPBIIIE 3/1aHUS
HaIpOTHMB, HA CaMOM Kpalo, HenoBMkHYI0 (urypy. Cepeiii mani. Tor xe yenoBek. OH CTOsT Tak
ke, KaK CTOsUT Ha YJIHLIE, — TPSIMO, CIOKOWMHO, 0e3 MasieHIero JBIKEeHs, — U CMOTpeJ UM BCJIeq.

Apen octaHoBwICcsS. Mapek, He 000paunBasich, CIIPOCHJI, YTO CIIYYHIIOCh, U YCIIBIIIAI: TaM KTO-
TO CTOMT. «f 3Ha». OH ke ropopui, 4to... «He cmoTpu». Apen Bc€ paBHO nocmotpein. durypa
Mcue3ia — He YIIIa, He CKpbUIach 3a TPyOoid, a IPOCTO MepecTaia ObITh TaM, OYATO JOKIb HA MIHO-
BeHMe CTEp e€ n3 Mupa. OH CIIIOTHYJT ¥ TOMIEN JTAJIbIIe, CTapasich He YCKOPSITD I1ar, YTOOBI He BBIJAThH
TOT0, KaK CUJIbHO Y HEro APOKaT KOJIEHH.

K momyaHio ropon octascs Jajieko no3aau, paCTBOPUIICS B CEPO JbIMKE 0K U PACCTOSTHMS,
M OCTaJIach TOJBKO JIOPOra — pPacKMCIIas, IMycTasi, TAHYBIIAsICs BIOIb peKU HAa BOCTOK. OHU TIOUTH
He pasroBapuBaiyi. Mapek €N Brepeay ObICTPbIM, POBHBIM IIIATOM, HE TpaTsl CUJI Ha JIUIIIHUE CJIOBA,
1 ApeHy IPUXOIUIIOCh MTPUOABIISITH X0y, YTOOBI He OTCcTaTh. K Beuepy Havasicss HACTOSIIIMINA 10K Tb,
TSDKETBIA M XOJIONHBIN, ¥ KOTrJja HeOO COBCEM MOTEMHENIO, a BOAA MOTEKJIA 32 BOPOTHUK, OHU HAKO-
Hell J0OpaTuCh IO CTapOoid MPUIOPOKHON YaCOBHU — HEOOJIBIIION, TIOKOCUBIIIEHCS, C OOBATMBIICCS
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YaCThIO KPBIIIXA U CTEHAMH, TOPOCIIMMU MXOM. BHYTpH 1axj1o ceIpocThbio U KaMHEM. Mapek Hallén B
YTy HEMHOTO CYXHX IIETIOK, pa3BEN HEOOBIIION OTOHb, M KENIThIe OTOIECKH 3arlIscaid Ha MOTpec-
KaBLIEWCS IITYKaTypKe, OCBEIIAsl OCTATKU JIPEBHEN POCIMCH: YbM-TO JIMLIA, PYKH, 3BE3/bI, CTEPTHIC
BpEMEHEM JI0 €/IBa Pa3IUYUMbIX TeHEH.

ApeH cen 'y CTeHbI U CTaJl pacCMaTpUBaTh JaJoHb. JIMHUS Mcuesna, Koxka Obljla YMCTOM, TIajl-
KOH, HIYeM He OTIMYAIoIIecst OT KOKU Ha Apyroi pyke. Ho oH Bc€ eie 4yyBcTBOBaJl €€ — He IJ1a-
3aMH, a YeM-TO UHBIM, BHyTPEHHUM, TOHKOW HUTBIO, OCTABILENCS TOJ] KOXKel U c1a00, pOBHO ITyJIb-
CUPYIOIIIEH B TaKT CEpIILy.

— Oren, — no3Ba ApeH, U, JTOXKJIABIIUCh OTKJIMKA, CIIPOCUJI, BUJIEN JIA TOT KOrJa-HUOYIb
SDnaap. Mapek J0JIro MOTJal, I/l B OTOHb, M APEH yKe pelInJI, 4TO OTBETa He OyJeT, HO YCIIbIIIA:
«Her». Ho 3Haet o HéM Gonbinie, yem ropopusi? Jla. 3HaeT, rae o Haxoautcs? Her. «Aspan?» Otelt
PE3KO MOJHSUI TOJIOBY, M OTOJIECK OTHsI HA MTHOBEHHUE BCIIBIXHYJI B €ro ria3ax. OTKyga eMy 3HaKOMO
310 Ha3BaHue? OH ero Buzen. ['ne? Bo Bpems Buzienus. Ha3zBanue npuiuio camo — s He 4YuTall, He
cipialt. ITpocto 3Has, 9To 3T0 ropof, KOTOPbIH 51 BUIE.

Mapek HMYero He ckaszaisl, 1 ApeH MPOIOIKIII, MEJIEHHO, BCIOMUHAS:

— Tam Obin Garnu. Jlionu B cBeT/bIX muiamax. [nomanb. A moTtoM KOMHara, U B HEW MyX-
YMHA C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH U YCTaJIBIM JIUIIOM. OH CTOSUT IIepe/]] TAKMM ke MexaHn3MoM. C HUM Obljia
JKEHILIMHA, U OHA CIIPOCUJIA, YBEPEH JIM OH.

— Yo emie?

— bonbie audero. Tospko uno. 4 3arnomawn ero.

OH 3amornya, coOnpasich ¢ MBICISIMH, U BAPYT MOHSUI, 4TO 3HaeT uMs. OHO He ObUIO Mpou3-
HECEHO B BUJICHWH, HO BCIUIBLIO U3 TIIyOUHBI, KaK BCIUIBIBAET 3a0BITOE CIIOBO, KOTja NIepeCTaéllb ero
UCKaTh.

— 1 Bunen ApxeHa, — ckazayl ApeH. Mapek nooeiHes Tak pe3Ko, YTO TOT HEBOJIbHO MOJAJICS
Briepén. OTkya emy 3HaKOMO 310 uMsi? OH ObUT TaM, ApeH yBepeH. OTell OIyCTHIT B3IJIsA HA OTOHb,
Y HA €ro JIMIIe B HEPOBHOM CBETE CTAJIO 3aMETHO, KaK ITyOOKO 3aJIer/T MOPIIMHBI BOKPYT pTa.

— Torma BcE xyxe, yem s ymai, — ckazan Mapek. Kto Takoit Apxen? OH OTBETWII THXO,
OyaTo OOsIICS, YTO CTEHBI YacOBHHU ycibimart: «[lepbiii». [lepBoiii — kT10? «bBeccMepTHbIi». ApeH
cmoTpen Ha Hero. CHapyxu OymieBaj JOX/Ib, BETEpP HIBBIPSUI BOAY B MPOJIOM KPBIIIHU, U Karuid
LIMIIENH, Tafas Ha YIJIM y CaMOro KOocTpa.

OH cripocui1, CynIecTBYIOT Ji OECCMEpTHBIE Ha caMOM Jielie, 1 Mapek KuBHY/I. W OHM 3HAIOT
o HéM? «Tenepp — ga». ApeH XOTesn COpOCUTh eIie, HO OTel| BHE3AITHO MOAHS FOJIOBY U 3aMep,
BC/IYLLIMBAsACh. B TEMHOTE 3a IIPOJIOMOM B CTEHE YTO-TO MEJIbKHYJIO — HE T€Hb, a OTTOJIOCOK TEHH,
HaMEK Ha JiBrkeHre. Mapek cxBaTuil HOX, OJHUM PbIBKOM IOJIHSLICS Ha HOTH.

— Cuam 371€Ch.

— Kro Tam?

— He 3nawo.

OH BbIIIIeN U3 YaCOBHH, OECIIIYMHO, KaK BBIXOJUT OXOTHHUK B JieC, U ApeH OCTaJICsl OIVH, CIIy-
I1asi, KaK MOTPECKUBAET OrOHb U OapaGaHUT MO KaMHsM J10Xkb. [Ipomuia munyTa. [Totrom BTOpas.
Bpemst pacTsiHy/0Ch, CTaso JUIMKUM U TSTYYUM, U OH JIOBUJI ce0s Ha TOM, YTO CUMTAeT COOCTBEHHBIE
yaapsl cepaua. Hakonen cHapyu NOCIIBIIIAINCh HIard, pa3MEPEHHbBIE, 3HAKOMBIE, U B IIPOEME IOKa-
3ajicsi Mapek, MOKpbIi 10 HUTKHU, C YEPHBIM HOKOM B PYKE.

— Hukoro.

— Tol yBepen?

— Her.

Onu cHOBa cenu. Mapek yOpasi HOX, TOIOPOCHI B OTOHb IIIENOK, W TUIaMsl HA MTHOBEHHE
BCIBIXHYJIO IpU€, OCBETUB €r0 JIMI0. APEH JOJIr0 CMOTPE Ha OTOHb, HE PElIasiCh 3arOBOPUTD, [IOTOM
BCE K€ CIIPOCHII:
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OH HaIrOMHWJI, YTO OTEI] TOBOPUJI O OECCMEPTHBIX, 3HAIOIIMX O HEM, U CIIPOCHII, TOYEMY TOTAa
OHM He TPUIIUIA paHbllie. Mapek He OTBETHJI cpa3y, U ApeH MO3BaJl ero CHOBA, MPEk/Ie YeM YCIIbl-
II1JT: TIOTOMY YTO /IO CETOIHSIIIHETO AHS OH ObLT ISl HUX OOBIYHBIM YesioBeKOM. A Ternepb? Mapek
MOCMOTpEJI Ha €ro JIaJioHb, Ty/a, IJe HECKOIBLKO YacOB Ha3aj ropelia TOHKas cepeOpucTasi IMHUS.

— Teneppb ApeBHsIs cucTeMa Ha3Basla TeOsl HACTIEAHUKOM, — CKas3aJl OH. ApeH NOYyBCTBOBAJ,
Kak BHYTPH YTO-TO CKaJIOCh, M CIIPOCHJI, YbMM UMEHHO. OTell MeIyIeHHO MOKayvasl TOJIOBOM: 3TOTo
OH He 3HaJI. 3a CTEeHaMH YaCOBHH BETEp I'HYJI MOKPBIE JepPEBbs, M TOJIbIe BETBH CKpeOIU 10 KaMHIO,
KaK YbH-TO Masiblibl. [71e-To aneKo, B Jiecy 3a JOPOrou, 3aBbUT BOJIK, MPOTSIKHO, TOCKJIMBO, U BOM
3TOT, OTPA3MBIIKCH OT XOJIMOB, 3aTHX TJ/Ie-TO B BBIIIMHE. APEH 3aKpbL 7143, IIOTOMY YTO CMOTPETh
Ha OroHb OOJIbIIIe He ObLIO CHJI, U B TEMHOTE TOJ] BEeKaMH YCIblman roioc. He Tot, 4to 3ByYan B
MacTepcKoi, poBHbINA 1 Oe3nmuunbiil. Ipyroii. Ctapbiid. Ena paznuaumelii, OyaTo mpoOuUBaromumics
CKBO3b TOJIIILY BOIBL.

S TIOMHIO TEBSL.

OH pe3ko oTKpbLT M1a3a. OroHs nepej HUM ropes CliOKOIHO, POBHO, HUYErO HE U3MEHUIIOCh.
Mapek crniaji, MPUCIOHUBIIUCH K CTEHE, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPYyAH, W JIMLIO €r0 BO CHE BBIMVISEIO
MoJIOXe, Oe33almTHee, YeM THEM. ApeH TIOCMOTpeT Ha JialoHb. TOHKas CBeTiast JIMHUS MMOSIBIJIACh
CHOBa — Ha TOT pa3 OHa ObLIa He cepeOPHUCTON, a MoUTH OeJIol, YMCTOM, KaK TIepBbIi CHer, — U
Yyepe3 HeCKOJILKO MIHOBEHMH Toracja, pacTBOPHIIACh, OCTABUB TOC/e ceOsl JIUIIb TEMIOe, CTPAHHOE
OIIYyIIICHUE y3HABAHUSI.

OH nogHsIICs, OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOB! HE pa3OyauTh OTLA, ¥ TIOAOIIEN K TposioMy B cTeHe. CHa-
py*xu HUKOTO He ObuT0. TObKO HOUB, TYMaH, MOKpasi I0pora, BeAyIas Ha BOCTOK, U TIJIe-TO AaJIeKO,
y CaMOro ropuM30HTa, HaJl YEPHON KPOMKOH Jieca, e[jBa 3aMEeTHOE CHsIHUE, HEpOBHOE, OJIeIHOe, KaK
OTCBET JAJIEKOTO MoXkKapa.

ApeH He 3HaJI, YTO HaXoAUTCs TaM. He 3Has, 4To CIycTsl HECKOJIBKO JIHEH YBUIUT ropof, KOTO-
POro He JOJKHO OBUIO CyIIecTBOBaTh. He 3Haul, UTO jKeHIIMHA, KOTopas emé He 3Hajla ero MMeHH,
yXe MoTydnia MpuKa3 HalT ero. He 3Hazi, 4To YesoBeK B CEpoOM IUIallle CIEAUT 3a HUM He Tep-
BBIH JIeHb,  TOPA3/I0 JOJIbIIE, YeM OH MOr cede mpenctaButh. M yx Tem Gosiee He 3HaJ, Y4TO CJIOBO
«HACJIETHUK>», TIPOU3HECEHHOE TPEBHUM MEXaHM3MOM, O3HAYaJIO He MPaBO Ha BJIACTh, HE TUTYJ U HE
aap, a HAYaJIo0 OXOTHI.

A re-To janexko, B MecTe, O CyIIeCTBOBAHUM KOTOPOTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIIOAEH JAaBHO 3a0bLyI0,
MIPOCHYJICS Ipyroi MexaHu3M. Ha ero TéMHOI MOBEPXHOCTH 3aXKIJ1aCh OHA-CAMHCTBEHHAS CTPOKA.

JIMHW S BEMIPOB OFHAPY )KEHA.

[May3a. 3atem nosiBUIaCh BTOpAsi.

HACJIEJJHUK BO3BPAIIIEH.

N Tperps.

IMPOTOKOJI 90HA AKTMBHPOBAH.

B 1éMHOM 3aJie KTO-TO OTKpBLI IJ1a3a.

— HakoHen-T1o, — npou3HEC CTap4YecKuil rojoc.

W BriepBbie 32 HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHIA B IPEBHEM T'OPOJIE 3KErCs CBET.

I'naBa 2. Cnen

—

K yTpy noxap He mpeKpaTuiicss — OH MPOCTO CTaJl THUIIE, IPEBPATUIICS B MEJIKYIO XOJIOJHYIO
MOPOCH, BUCEBIIYIO HaJl JIOPOrOM HEMOJIBUKHBIM CEpPhIM OOJIaKOM, TETIISBIIYIOCS 32 TOJIbIe BETBH,
OCe/IaBIIyI0 Ha IJIAIAX U BOJIOCAX W MPEBPAIIABIIYIO0 3eMJTIO TIOJI HOTaMH B BSI3KYIO Oypylo mMaccy.
BecHa B 3TuX Kpasix peKo HauMHAIach KpachBo. CHer CXOAMJI HEOXOTHO, OCTaBJIsAs B TeHU 3a00-
pOB FpHBHbIe, HO3)Ip€BaTbIe Cpr06bI, pCKI/I BBIXOOUJIN U3 6eper013 1 TOITUJI HUXXKHUC YJInnbl, IIOpOI‘I/I
MPeBpaIaIMCh B KOJIEH, TIOJTHBIE BOJBI, & XOJIO[ IepKajcs A0 TeX Mop, MOKa JIIOIM OKOHYATEIbHO He
riepecTaBaiv eMy BepuTh. ApeH MIENT MOTYa, CyHYB PYKH B pyKaBa U IJsiAs ceOe Mo/ HOTH, TIOTOMY
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YTO CMOTPETh 10 CTOPOHAM OBLIO HEYEro: TyMaH CheJall JIEC U MOJIsl, OCTABIISIS TONBKO JICHTY JOPOTH
Ja TEMHBIM CUJTY3T OTLA BIIEPEIHU.

3a miueyaMu y Hero BHceNa JOpOXHasi CyMKa, B KOTOPOW JieKaau ABa KycKa Xjeda, ChIp,
HEMHOTO CYIIEHOTrO Msica, (isira ¢ BOJIOM, 3aracHast pyoaxa U HeOOJBIIION HaOOp MHCTPYMEHTOB.
NHcTpymeHThl, BCIOMHWI OH, OTEll HACTOSUT B3SITh UyTh JIA HE CWION. «Eciu npuuercst KuTh B
nopore, — ckazajl Mapek eIé B MacTepCKOu, 3aCTErMBasi pPeMHH, — YMEHUE MIOYUHUTH Bellb MHOTAA
Ba)KHEE YMEHUSI €€ YKpacTb». ApPeH Torjia yCMeXHYJICs, IOTOMY UTO ITyTKAa MOKa3aJlach €My HEYMecCT-
HOW ¥ IMOTOMY UYTO YCMeIlKa OblIa BCE, UYTO y HEro OCTaBasioch. Terepb emy ObLIO HE /IO IITYTOK.

OHU BBIIILIM U3 YACOBHU 3a10JITO JIO PAcCBETa, HEe MO3aBTPaKaB, HE JaB OTHIO OKOHYATEIbHO
MOTacHyTh, 1 Mapek He pa3pelui eMy Jiake MPUCECTb Ha MUHYTY, YTOObI HATSHYTh MPOMOKIIIHE
canoru. Crapasi rHeziasi KOOblIa, KOTOPYIO OTell MPHUBET HaKaHyHE BEYepOM OT 3HAKOMOT'O TacTyxa
Ha OKpauHe ropojia — ApeH Tak U He CIIPOCHJI, YEM TOT C HUM PaCIUIATUJIICS, — TIEpecTyIraja ¢ HOru
Ha HOTY Y IPOJIOMa B CTEHE M KOCKJIa HA HUX TEMHBIM BJIAKHBIM I71a30M. OHa ObuUIa yXke HEMOJIOfa, C
CeJIOM IIEPCThI0 BOKPYT MOP/bI M MSITKOM, MIOKOPHOM MOCTYTIBIO, HO CITIOKOWMHA Y MPUBBIYHA K TUIOXUM
noporam, U ApeH, IS Ha He€, ToAyMaJl, U4To 3Ta JIOMIA (b, BEPOSATHO, TIepekuia OOJIbIie HETOTo/,
4yeM OHM 00a BMecTe B3siThle. BTOporo KoHsi OHM He Opajiv, U 3TO eMy He HPaBHUJIOCh.

— Ecnu KTO-TO HaC TOTOHUT, UATH MTPUAETCS NEIIKOM, — CKa3aJl OH, KOTJIa YaCOBHS OCTAJIACh
1o3a/u.

— IMosToMy U B3sIM OIHY JIOIIAAb, — OTO3BaJICcsA Mapek, He 000paurBasiCh.

— 4 mymas, 9TOOBI €XaTh.

— Y1008l OCTaBUTH CJIe/I, KOTOPBIA OYAyT UCKATh.

ApeH HaxXMypuJICsS ¥ TTIOCMOTPET Ha OTIA, MbITAsICh MOHSATH, IIYTUT JIA OH. Mapek He IIyTuJI.
OH aep:xaj MoBOJ U 1€ POBHO, Pa3MEePEHHO, YyTh HAKJIOHUBIIIKUCH BIEPE, KaK XOIWI BCIO )KU3Hb,
1 TIO €ro JIMITY HeJib3s1 ObUIO ONpeAeuTh, 0 YéM OH JyMaeT. OH OOBSCHUI CIIOKOWHO, YTO €CITU UX
MpeciieqyloT, TO OH XOYeT 3HaTh, KTO UAET MO 3TOMY Cllely M Kak OBICTPO, a AJisl TOro Mpecieno-
BaTeJIsIM HYXHO JaTh YTO-TO, 3a YTO MOXHO yXBAaTUThCA. ApeH 3aaymaics. B aTom ObuT cMBICT —
XOJIOJIHBIN, HEMTPUSITHBIN, HO Oe3YCJIOBHBIN. Mapek BCIO HU3Hb YUUJI €r0 CMOTPETh HE TOJIBKO TY/A,
KyJa UAEIIb, HO U TyJa, OTKY/a MPUILEN, U ApeH BCerjia CYMTas 3TO MPUBBIYKOM YeJIOBeKa, CIIUIIIKOM
JIOJITO JKUBIIIETO CPEAU YyKUX Belllel, KOTOpble HY)KHO yMeTh UnTaTh. CerofHsi OH BIEPBbIE MOYYB-
CTBOBAJI ceOs1 YUYCHUKOM, CIIMIIIKOM TO3HO MMOHSBIIAM, YTO K3aMeH ykKe HaJaJCsl, a OH JIake He
3aMeTWJ1, KOT/ia BBIAAJIM 3a/1aHMe.

OH ormisiHyJICAA. 32 HUMU TSIHYJIaCh JOPOTa, PACKUCIIIAs U ITyCTasl, yXOAMBILAsI B TyMaH, 32 KOTO-
PBIM CKpPBIBAJICS JAJIbHUN JIec, M 'y Hero BAPYT BO3HUKJIO OIIYIIEHUe, YTO TaM, B OeJIecoil mycToTe,
KTO-TO CTOUT U CMOTPUT UM B CIIUHY, XOTSI HUUTO HE MOATBEPK/AAJIO ITOr0, KPOME XOJIofa MEX1y
nonarkamu. OH COpOCHJI, AYMAeT Jid OTell, YTO 3a HUMU UAYT, 1 Mapek ckaza, uto yBepeH. CKOJIbKO
UX, ApeH He 3HaJI ¥ He PelnJIcCs CIpammBarh qBaxapl. OH CIIPOCHII TOJIBKO, OYIyT JIM 9TO OeccMepT-
HbIE, ¥ OTell He OTBETWI, 2 ApeH 3aMeTHJI, UTO ero MpaBasi pyKa JIeXKUT BO3JIe M0sica, Ha PYKOSITU TOTO
CaMoro YEPHOro Hoxa. Buepa, B MacTepcKo, Ipy CBETE JIaMIIbl, HOK [TOKA3aJICsl EMY CTapOil BEILIbIO,
IIPOCTO CTPAHHOM, CIIMIIKOM TEMHOM JJIs CBOETO Bo3pacTta. Tenepsp, KOrjaa oH BUCEN Ha MosCe OTIIa,
Opy)XHe He BBIIJIS/ICNO HA CTapbiM, HU cTpaHHBIM. OHO BBITJISAENIO OMACHBIM — TakK, Kak ObIBaeT
OIACHBIM XOPOIIIO YXOKEHHBI MHCTPYMEHT B PyKax UesIOBeKa, KOTOPBIA TOYHO 3HAET, 3a4eM OH EMY

HYKEH.
ApeH cripocu, ASMCTBUTEIBHO JIU TOT HOX MOXKET yOuTh OeccmepTHOro, 1 Mapek, oMe/uIuB,
MOMHTEPECOBAJICH, KTO €My Takoe cKazall. «Tb». — «f HU4Yero He ropopwi». — «Tbl HE CKazaj

oOparHoro». Mapek TsKeJio B3IOXHYJI, ¥ IIap OT €ro AbIXaHUs CMEIIAICS C MOPOCHIO: MHOTJA ChIH
CJIMILIKOM MHOT'O 3aMevaeT. « Tbl cam MeHs1 9TOMy Hayuui». — «3Hao». Hekotopoe BpeMsi OHM 1IN
Momya. Jlopora nemisuia BOOMb MOJIEH, IJI€ MO/ CEPOM BOIOW Yra/iblBaIMCh YEPHBIE TIOJIOCH CTApO
MMaxoTbl, U BOPOHLI, CUAEBUIMEC HA U3IrOPOAN, IIPOBOXAIN UX PAaBHOAYIIHBIMHW B3IJIAJaMM. ApeH BCE
nbITajIcs coOpaTh B TOJIOBE TO, YTO NMPOM3O0IILIO 32 TOCIEIHUE CYTKH, HO BOCTIOMUHAHUS HE KeJlalu
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CKJIA/IBIBATHCS B PSiJI: CBETSAINASCS JTMHUS Ha JIAJOHH, TOPOJ ¢ OAITHSIMU, JIUIO MaTepH, cepast (purypa
Ha KpBbIIlIe — BCE 3TO CYIIECTBOBAJIO OTAEBHO, KaK OOJIOMKH, KOTOPbIe HEBO3MOXHO MOJIOTHATD APYT
K Ipyry. HakoHen OH cIipocuil T, YTO My4HJIO €T0 C CaMOoro yTpa:

Hakower oH cripocui To, 4TO My4HJIO €ro C CaMoro yTpa: 4to Takoe oeccmeptre. «He 1o, uto
ThI IyMaelib». «51 MoKa HUYero He qymai» . — «Jlymaenib». — «Xopouo, aymai». Mapek nocmor-
peJ1 Ha Hero, U B 3TOM B3IJIsI[IE MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOXOXKEE Ha YCTalylo He:xXHOCTb. OH cKazal, 4To
OeccMepTHBIE He OeCCMEPTHBI, 1 APEeH 3aMETHII, YTO 3TO 3ByUUT OOHAAEKMBAoIIE. VX MOXHO yOUTb,
MIPOIOJIKaJT OTELl, HO Ha3bIBAIOT UX TaK ITOTOMY, UTO OHHU HE CTAPEIOT — €CJIM IIPEBPALEHHUE ITPOIILIO
TMIOJTHOCTBIO, TO COBCEM, HE TaK, KaK CTapeeT YeJI0BEK, K KOTOPOMY CMEPTh IPUXOAUT C FOJaMH, a Tak,
Kak He cTapeeT KaMeHb, [oKa ero He packomot. Hekotopblie kuByT odeHb j10iro. Ckonbko? COTHU
7eT. ApeH 3aMoyall, 1 B 3TOM MOJTYaHUH MTOMECTHITICH Cpasy Bce Mg pbl, KOTOPBIX OH HE MOT cede
BOOOPA3UTh.

ApeH crpocuii, BUjEN JM OTel] TaKOrO CBOMMM IazamH, W ycibiman: jaa. Korga? JlaBHo.
Hackonbko naBHO? Mapek HHMYEero He OTBETWJI. ApeH yxke COOMpaJICsl MPOIOKUTh PACCIPOCHI,
yIpsAMO, Kak JeJiajl BCeraa, KOrjaa oTell yXOOWI B TeHb, HO TOT BIPYT MOAHSUII PYKY, U OHU OCTaHO-
BUJIMCh. Briepeau nopora pasnesnsiiack Ha TpU: OAHA YXOAWJIA HAJIEBO, K PeKe, IIyMeBLIeH Ie-To 3a
KYCTapHUKOM, BTOpadA IMOAHNMAJIaChb BITPABO Ha HEBBICOKMI KAMEHUCTHIN CKJIOH, a TPETbs IMMPOOO0JIKaA-
Jlach MpsIMO, Ha BOCTOK, TEPSIACh B TymaHe. Mapek nepenai noBog ApeHy, MOIOMIEN K KPalo JOPOru
Y TIpUCeJT Ha KOPTOUKH Yy I'psI3U, BHUMATEJIbHO Pa3liIsbIBas YTO-TO HA 3eMJje. ApeH NocieioBall 3a
HUM U YBHUJEJ OTHEYAaTKN — TIIyOOKHe, YETKUE, OCTABJICHHBIE MTOIKOBAMHU COBCEM HEJJABHO, TIOTOMY
YTO BOJA €IIE He ycrena coOpaThesl B YIITyOIeHHSIX.

— Hamm?

— Her.

— Ortkyna 3Haenb?

— VY Hameii KOObUIBI 3a/JHsIsI JieBasl MMOAKOBA TPECHYJIA TI0 BHYTpeHHeMY Kpaio. Buauniis? —
Mapexk npoBEn najbLeM Haj cieioM. — A 371eCh TPELIMHBI HET, U MOAKOBA APYroil (popmbl, IIMpeE.

ApeH puCcMOTpeJICs ¥ TIOHSUI, YTO OTeIl MpaB, XOTsI CaM HU 3a YTO Obl HE 3aMEeTHJT Pa3HUIIBI.
Mapek KOCHYJICS 3eMJTH, pacTeép e€ Mexk/1y MabllaMU U OpeesIiI: He OOJIbIle Yaca. ApeH MOHST
TOJIOBY M CKa3aJI, YTO 3HAYUT, UX JOTHAU, HO OTeI KauHyJI roioBoi. Eciii Obl OTHAITHN, HE OCTaBIISLIIH
OBl CJIe/IOB, CKa3al OH. DTH JIIOAU He MPSUyTCs, OHU MPOCTO 3HAIOT, Kyaa uaTtu. OH mocMoTpes Ha
BOCTOK, 1 ApeHy IIOKa3aJIoCh, YTO B €I0 JIMLIE HA MTHOBEHHE MPOCTYIWIIO YTO-TO OYEHb CTapOe, YTO-
TO, YTO OH THIATCJIBHO MpATaJl ABaJUAaTh IMATH JICT.

— Tloitném B0 peKu, — CKa3ajl OH HAKOHeIl. ApeH HAIIOMHMUJI, YTO OTEI] TOBOPHIT 00 I0KHBIX
JOporax, HO YCJbIIIAM: peka UAET Ha ceBep. A BOCTOK? BOCTOK MM HyXeH, MOTOMY YTO TaM €CTb
MECTO, IJIe MOKHO cripsitatbes. I ne umeHHo? IToka Hen3BeCTHO. ApeH HEBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS: Ipe-
KpacHbIi 1y1aH. «[Ipyroro Her». OHU CBEPHY/IM K peKe, U Aopora ObICTPO pacTasijia 1Mmo3aau, Morjio-
HIEHHAs MOKPbIM KYCTAPHUKOM, KOTOPBII XJIECTAI IO IJIeYaM XOJIOJHBIMU BETKAMHU U OCbITIAJ BOJIOM.

% sk ok

JInapa Copen He mobuna noxap. He motomy, 4to AOXIb MeIasl UATA VI MOYUIT OACXKIY,
— K 9TOMY OHa IPUBbIKJIA IaBHO, €LIE JEBOYKOM, HA TPEHUPOBOYHOM [IBOPE MOHACTHIPS, IIe HUKTO
HE OTMEHSUI 3aHATUI U3-3a noroapl. Jok/p Melas cliefam: CMbIBAJ 3alaxy ¢ 3€MJIM, pa3Msryai
OTII€e4YaTKu, HaIr1OJIH A BO)IOﬁ HGFJIy6OKI/Ie AMBI U ITPEBpAIaI KaXX Y0 TPOITY B ACCATKHU JIOKHBIX, TaK
YTO OXOTHHUKY IMPUXOAUIIOCH YMTATh HE CJIejl, a ero npuspak. Ho Gosbliiie Bcero oHa He o0uIa 10K 1b
3a TO, YTO OH 3aCTaBJIsLI JMofer paccnadnsathes. OHU JyMajid, YTO HEMOrofla CKPBIBAET MX OT UyKHX
I71a3, ¥ BeJi ce0s HeOpexkHee, YeM B SICHBIN JIeHb. DTO MOYTH Beer/ia ObLIo OMMOKON.

OHa crosiia Ha Kpalo JIECHOW MOJSAHBI, IHMPOKO pacCTaBUB HOTM, U CMOTpEJa Ha YeJIOBEKa,
JIeXKABILIETO B TPSI3U Y KOpHEH cTaporo ayb6a. EMy MOHO ObUIO JaTh JIET COPOK — KPEIKoe, SKUITHU-
CTO€ TeJIO, CBET/IbIE BOJIOCHI, CIIMIILIMECS OT BOJbI, JIMIO C PE3KUMHU YEpTaMH, Ha KOTOPOM HE OCTa-
JIOCh HU OJTHOM TiTyOOKO¥ MopiuHbL. Ha camoM aeste emy Obu1o Oosbinie AByXcoT. JInapa 3Hana 3710,
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KaK 3HaJa M TO, YTO BO3pACT OECCMEPTHOIO MOYTH HEBO3MOKHO OMPEEUTh 10 BHEITHOCTH: BPeMsI
HE OCTaBJISLJIO HAa HUX CJIEJIOB, TOJIBKO I71a3a BBIAABAIU TSKECTh MPOKHUTHIX JIET, TYCKJIbIE, CIIUIIKOM
CIIOKOWHBIE, OYATO YK€ BUIEBINUE BCE, YTO MOIJIO C HUMU CiyunThes. [lepe Heil Jieskan ofiuH U3 Tex,
koro OpneH Ilenna Ha3biBan BeunsiMu. Yenosek — korna-to. Tenepp HeT.

OH nibITasICs MOAHSTHLCS, YIUPASICh JIAIOHBIO B CKOJIB3KYIO 3eMJTI0, 1 JInapa HacTymnuIa carnorom
eMy Ha MpearJiedybe, MpuKuMas pyKy K rpsizu.

— He gBuraiics.

OH nocMoTpes Ha He€ CHU3Y BBEpX, M B €ro B3IUIsijie He ObUIO HM CTpaxa, HH 37100bI, TOJIBKO
yCTaJIOCTb, ITyOOKAas ¥ TIOUTH BEXJIMBAs.

— Tsl MONOXe, 4eM 51 OXujal, — CKa3aJl OH, ¥ OHa OTBETHJIA, YTO OH, HA0OOPOT, CTapIIle,
YeM BHIIJISIAUT. DTO HEe OJHO | TO *ke. «Jlnsa Teds — Het». OHa Jepkayia KOPOTKUNA Med 00erMuU
pyKaMmu, OCTpHUEM BHU3, y CaMOH ero rpyau. Bpoiab ocHOBaHMS KJIMHKA MPOXOAMIIA YEpHAs MOJIoca
MeTasula, TYCKJIO MOONECKUBABIIas oM A0KAEM, u Jlnapa, He misas Ha He€, YyBCTBOBaJIA €€ BecC
TaK, KaKk YyBCTBYIOT TsikEIoe oOemanre. YEpHoe xkene30. Penkuil Matepuast, KOTOPBIA TOOBIBAIN B
n1axrax DUpeHa, I7ie MHOrja HaXOIWIA CTPAHHBIN METasll, MOYTHU HE TIO/IBEPKEHHbIN PKABUMHE U TIO
HETOHATHOUN MPUYMHE MENIABIINN 3aKUBJIEHHIO paH. OOBIYHOE OpYKHE IPOTUB OECCMEPTHOTO OBLIIO
MoYTH OECroIe3HO: OH MOT' BCTaTh MOC/E yaapa, KOTOpbIi yOui Obl YesoBeKa, ¥ MPOAOKUTE OO,
Oyaro HuYero He mpousoruio. Y€pHoe xene3o Obuto ApyruMm. Jlmapa Bujena, Kak OHO padoTaer, u
MMEHHO MTO3TOMY He MUTaJIa MJUTIO3UI HU O CBOEH padoTe, HU O TOM, 3a4eM OHa Hy)XHa. beccMepTHBIX
MOXHO ObLJT0 yOuTh. HyXHO OBLIO TOJIBKO 3HATH KaK.

— I'ne octranbHble? — cripocuia oHa. MyXKurMHa YCMEXHYJICs, M BOJIa CTEKaJIa I10 ero JIMILY, He
CMBIBasl YCMEIIKH: BCET/Ia O/IHO U TO e — CHavyasia yOuTh, OTOM cripamuBarh. OHa HAIOMHWMIIA, YTO
em€ He yomna ero. «Ho cobupaembesi». «Ecim He oTBeTuIb». «Torma oTBer Oyaer ToT xe». Jlnapa
BbIJIEpXKaJa may3y, JaBasi JOXKII0 IIyMeTh MEXAy HUMH, M CIIPOCUJIA, 3HAET JIX OH, KOTO OHA WIIIET.
OH He oTBeTWI, U OHA Ha3Basla uMsi: ApeH Beiip. Ha 3T0oT pa3 BelpakeHue ero juia u3MeHWIOCh
— COBCEM UyTb-4yTh, Ha JIOJIO MTHOBEHHUSI, €JBa 3aMETHO JPOTHY/IM BeKu, — HO JInapa 3ameruna,
MIOTOMY 4TO 3TOMY €€ Toke yuriii. OHa cKa3aja, 4To OH ciblia 310 uMs. OH ckazan, yro HeT. OHa
CKa3aJia, 9To OH JIKET, ¥ OH OTBETU: « Thl XOpOIIIo 0O0yueHa». 1o He Oblia MoxBasia, ¥ 00a 3HAJIH 3TO.

OH nonbiTasicsi BBIEPHYTh PyKYy, U JInapa cuibHee nprskana e€ K 3emie, YyBCTBYS, KaK MO
KaOJIyKOM XPYCTHYJT CYCTaB.

— He coBertyio, — ckazaJyia OHa, ¥ Ha BOIPOC «TI0YEeMY» OTBETUJIA: i HAI0es0 KaaTh. Myxk-
YMHA TTOCMOTPEJ e IIPSMO B IJa3a — JI0XKIb CTEKAJI T10 €ro PeCHUIaM, HO OH He MOprajl — M CKazal,
YTO OHA HE TIOHUMAET, UTO JieJIaeT. «MHe 3TO yxke roBoprin». «M Bc€ paBHO npoposskaeTe?» — «a».
— «Toraa BB HUYEM He Jyullie Hac». JInapa Ha MruoBeHue 3amepia. ITa (pa3a Obula el 3HaKoMa:
OHa CJIbIIIIAJIa €€ U paHbllle, OT IPYTruX OECCMEPTHBIX, OT CTAPbIX JIIOAEH, MPOKUBIIMMHI HECKOIBKO
YeJIOBEUeCKHUX KU3HEH M CUMTaBIIMMU ceOsi BIIpaBe CYIUTh TeX, KTO POAWICS MHOTO mo3xke. OHa
HUKOI/Ia He OTBevasia Ha He€, MOTOMY YTO He JJIsI TOTO MPUIIUIA CIOJa, YTOObI CIIOPUTH 0 MOpaiu. OHa
MpUIILIa 3aKOHYUTH Aeno. Ho ceromns, moyeMy-To, CJI0Ba 3TH 33/I€PXKAIUCh B TOJIOBE UyTh JOJIBIIE
OOBIYHOTO M OCTAaBWJIM TIOCJie ceOsi HENMPUSITHBIN OCAJOK, KaK 3aHO03a, KOTOPYI0 He cpasy yHaeTcs
HalIynaTb.

OHa cnipocuiia eig pas, 3HaeT Jid OH Beiipa, u OH CHOBa OTBETWII, YTO HeT. Torjga nmoyemy oH
uctyracs ero umenn? OH npomonmyait. Jlnapa yopasa HOTY, ¥ OH MOMBITAJICS TIOAHSITHCS, OMUPASICh
Ha 3JJ0POBYIO PYKY, HO OHa yJapuiia ero pyKosiTbio Me4a B BUCOK — KOPOTKO, TOYHO, O3 3amaxa, —
Y OH PyXHYJI 00paTHO B Ipsi3b. Yepe3 HECKOMBKO CEKYH/ OTKPBUT IJ1a3a, MEIEHHO, KaK OTKPbIBAET
MX YeJIOBEK I0C/Ie KOPOTKOTO CHA.

— bricTpo, — ckazai oH.

— Yro?

— TbI BCE ellE Bepullib, UTO BPEMsI Ha TBOE! CTOPOHE.
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JInapa He otBetmiia. OHa OAHSIA Med 00EMMU PyKaMu, ¥ KarlTi I0XK/Is1 CKATUJIMCh 0 YEPHOM
T10JI0CE Ha JIE3BUHU.

— IMomoxu, — cKazall OH, ¥ KOT/la OHa CITPOCHJIA, UTO eI, T0OaBWJI: €CJTM OHA HAUJIET ero. ..
OHa oCTaHOBUJIACh, OXKUIAs TPONOKEHHSI. MyKUMHA YIBIOHYJICS, TOYTH JIACKOBO, M B 3TOH YJIBIOKE
He ObUIO HM MPOCHObI, HUA yrpo3bl, TOJIBKO Ta caMasi CIIOKOWHAsI, HEBBIHOCUMAs YBEPEHHOCTh YeJio-
BEKa, y’Ke BUJEBIIEr0 KOHEI] UCTOPUU.

— Ilepenait emy, uto [lom yxe 3HaerT.

— Kakoii Jlom?

On ne oreetwi. Jlnapa ygapwia. YépHoe xese30 BOILIO Mmoj pédpa — IIIyOOKO, TOYHO, JI0
CaMOM PYKOSITH — U OHA TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TEJIO MO Hell AEpHYIoCh M 0OMsKJI0. Ha 3ToT pas Gec-
CMEepTHBIN He nopaHsuics. OHa nojok/jana JecsaTh CeKyH/, IOTOM ABalarh, CAyIias A0K/b, IOTOM
OITyCTUJIaCh HA KOJIEHO U MpoBepuiia Mysbc Ha 1mee. Huuero. OHa BeITepiia Jie3Bue O IJiaiy MEpT-
BOTO, MEJUICHHO, TIIATEJIbHO, KaK Jiejaia 3To Bcerna, U noaHsiack. OHa He moOwmia youiictBa. Ho
3a MOCJIeIHUE TO/Ibl HAYy4YMJIach He MyTaTh KaJOCTh C COMHEHHEM: B e€ paboTe COMHEHHE yOUBAIO
MIEPBBIM.

VY Kpas nonsHel, Aep:ka 1oJ y3ALbl ABYX JIOIIAeH, CTOSI MOJIOJOM Y€JI0BEK B TEMHOM ILIalle
Opnena. OH 6bL1 OJ1e/IeH U cTapaTeabHO CMOTpPEN Ky/Ia-TO MUMO Telia.

OH cripocuJi, BCE JIM KOHYEHO, U, YCIIBIIIAB «Ia», TIepecnpocil: TouHo? JInapa nmocmoTpena Ha
HEro U MOWHTEePEeCcOBAIaCh, XOUET JIM OH MpoBepuTh. «Her, — OBICTpO CKa3aix OH M OTBEN Ilaza. —
Kacren xnér». ['ne? B moHacthipe. «Torna moexanm». OHa 3a0paia ¢ celijia CBOH IJIal] U HAKMHYJIa
ero Ha ruieun. [Ipexze uem yiitu, 3ajepxanach M ele pa3 MocMoTpelia Ha TeJlo, JIeKaBllee Cpen
KOPHE, 1of 10K IEM, KOTOPbII YK€ Hauasl CMbIBaTh KPOBb C 3eMJIM. «[IoM yike 3HaeT». Jlnapa 3amnom-
HWIA 3TH clioBa. He moTomy, 9To OHU €€ Hamyrajam, — CTpaX JIaBHO IepecTasl ObITh JIJIsl He€ yeM-
TO HE3HAKOMBIM, — a TIOTOMY, UTO OBUIM CKa3aHbI CJIMIIIKOM YBEPEHHO, Oe3 HaJIexK bl U €3 MOJIBOBI,
KaK TOBOPSAT TO, YTO HE MOIEKUT COMHEHHIO.

i S

K Beuepy Apen u Mapek no6pammce 1o peku. OHa oka3anach HIMPOKOW U MyTHOM TOCTIe BECEeH-
HUX JIOKJIEN: JIEA AaBHO YIIEN, HO BOAA HEClach OBICTPO, TSKENO, C TIIyXUM BOpUYaHUEM, Hecsl Ha
ceOe 0OJIOMKY BETOK, BBIPBaHHBIE C KOPHSIMH KYCTHI M TPSI3HYIO TIeHY, KOTOpasi KJIOYbsIMHU LIETIISIACH
3a mpuOpexHsle KaMHU. [lepenpaBisaThcs 34ech ObLIIO HENb3s1 — OJIMH TOJIBKO B3IJISA[ HA TEUCHHUE
TOBOPWJI, YUTO TIEPBOTO Ke I1ara XBaTuT, YTOObI YeJIOBeKa YHECJI0 BHU3, — M Mapek JI0/Iro CTosul Ha
oepery, HIypsICh Ha BOJY U MPUKUABIBAsI YTO-TO B yMe. Hy:KHO MITH BBEpX MO TEUEHHUIO, CKa3asl OH
HakoHell. Tam ecTh cTapas nepenpapa. Pabotaet m oHa? MHorma. ApeH 3aMeTw1, 4T0 «MHOTIa» —
O4eHb OOHAIEKMBAIOIIIEE CIIOBO, M Mapek MOCMOTpeIT Ha HETO € TAKOW YCTaI0l YKOPU3HOM, UTO TPH-
LIUIOCh 3aMOJT4aTh. Bripouem, HeHaoro. Thl CErogHs MHOTO rOBOPUILIb, CKa3asl oTell. S HepBHUYAIO.
S 3ameTtmit. A 1ol HeT? { cMIIKOM CTap Jyisi HEPBOB. ApeH YCMEXHYJICS U CKa3asl, YTO TO 3BYUYUT
KaK JIOXb, 1 Mapek coryacuiicsi: KOHEYHO.

OnHu ABUHYJHCH BJOJb Oepera, MpHKIMasiCh K KPOMKe Jieca, Tjie 3eMJIs Oblia TBEepXe, a Jiepe-
Bb$1 IaBAJIM XOTb KAKOE-TO YKPBITHE OT MOPOCH. Yepes yac Jiec CTal Iylie ¥ TEMHEe, BETBU CIUIEIUCh
HaJ| TPOIIOW, U CBET, U 0e3 TOro CKyAHBIH, TIOUTH MEpecTan J0XoauTh 10 3emii. ColHIe yxKe KO-
HWIOCh K TOPU3OHTY, XOTsI M3-32 OOJIAKOB HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO ONpPEIEUTh, I1ie UMEHHO OHO HaXo-
JWTCS: HeOO MPOCTO CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE OoJiee TEMHBIM U HU3KUM, OYATO OITyCKAJIOCh HA 3eMITI0. ApeH
yctasl. Horm mpoMOKJIM HaCKBO3b, KK IIAr OTAABAJICS B JIOABIKKAX TYMOHN OOJbIO, CyMKa Ka3a-
Jlach BABOE TsDKeJlee, YeM YTPOM, a JIsIMKa HaTépla Iiedo Tak, 4To pydaxa Moj Hell peBpaTuiach B
MOKPYIO XOJIOIHYIO TpANKY. HeckombKo pa3 OH CHOTHIKAJICS O KOPHU, HEBUJUMBIE T107] CJIOEM OIlaB-
IIed JIMCTBBI, U KAXKJIBIA pa3 MOYa CTUCKMBAJI 3yObl, TOTOMY 4TO Mapek IIén Brepeau Tak, Oy/aro
MOT U/ITH eIlIE CyTKHU, He cOaBIss Iara.

Haxoneny ApeH He Bblaepkall U MONPOCKI OCTaHOBUTHCA. «Her». OH He MpOcUT HOUEBaTh.
«Em€ pano». OH ycran. Mapek ocTaHOBWJICS U MOBEPHYJICS K HeMy. B cepom cBete ero Jyimio kaza-
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JIOCh BHITOYEHHBIM U3 CTApOTO JIepeBa: pe3Kue TeHH MO I71a3aMu, ITyOOKKe CKJIAIKH y pTa, TOHKUE
ryOBbl, CKaThle B JIMHUIO.

— Ycranocts mpoaeT, — ckaszai oH. A eciu Het? Toraa OyayT MATH yCTaBIIMMU. ApeH 3aKa-
THJI I71a3a: OYEHb MTOJIE3HBIN coBeT. OTell XOTeJ YTO-TO OTBETUTD, HO BAPYT 3aMep U IOCMOTPEI Ha3aj,
Ty[a, OTKyJa OHH MPHIILUIH, U JIMLO €r0 MTHOBEHHO U3MEHUJIOCh: C HErO McYe3Jia BCSKAs YCTaIOCTb,
ocTajlach TOJIBKO COCPEJOTOUEHHAs], XOJI0HAsl BHUMATEIbHOCTD, KaKylo ApeH BUE y Hero, Korua
TOT IIPUCITYIIMBAJICS K HE3HAKOMOMY CKpHIly B MexaHusme. Tuiue, ckazan oH. Onu 3amepiu. CHa-
yana ApeH He CIIbIIIaI HIYero, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOTO JIbIXaHUWsI U IlyMa Bojbl. [loToM, oyeHb u3na-
JIeKa, CKBO3b IIEJIECT MOPOCU B BETBSIX, TOHECCS 3BYK, KOTOPBI HEBO3MOXHO OBLJIO CIyTaTh HU C
YeM: KombiTa. PUTMUYHBIC, TSKETBIE, TIPUOTMKAIOIITUECS.

Mapek ObICTPO CKUHYJI CYMKY C TIIeya U BeJiesl OCTaBUTh e€ 371ech. «Ho...» — «Jlenaii». ApeH
OpOCHJT CYMKY TIOf TYCTOM KycT, 1 Mapek yBEN JIolaab B CTOPOHY, B INIyOUHY Jieca, IPUBsI3aB e€ K
JepeBy Tak, 4ToObl €€ He ObUIO BUAHO C 0pord. OHU HAIIUIM HEOOJIBIIYIO BIIAJUHY MEX1y KOPHAMU
CTapblX AEPEBbEB, 3aCHIIIAHHYIO IPOLUIOrOHEN JIMCTBOM, U JIETIM B HEE, MPUKABIIMCH KUBOTOM K
MOKPOW XOJIONHOH 3emJie. Boga TyT ke mpocounsiach CKBO3b OfIeKAy. ApeH 4YyBCTBOBAN, KakK ObETCS
CepIue, CIBIIIAJ €ro B ylllaX, B ropie, B KOHUMKaX MaJlblIeB, U CTApaJICS AbIIIATh KaK MOXKHO THIILIE.

Uepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT Ha IIPOTHBOMOIOKHOM Oepery Noka3zaiuch BcaaHuku. CHavyasa Tpoe,
MOTOM eIIE ABOE, eXaBIIKe IeMOYKOM, He CIiela, HO C TON COOpaHHOM, AeJIOBUTOM COCPEIOTOUSHHO-
CTbIO, KOTOpasi BBIAET JIOZIEH, IPUBBIKIIIKX K JIOJTUM Mepexofam. ApeH BIVIAAENCS CKBO3b IIPOCBET
B JICTBE U pa3IMymI Ha UX IJIalax TEMHO-CEPhIE 3HAKU — CTUJIM30BAHHBIN KPYT C PACXOAAIIMMUCS
JIMHUSIMM, TTOXOUIA HE TO Ha COJTHIIE, HE TO Ha MeTebHbIN 0Trne4aTok. OH OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY K OTLLY, U
TOT eBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYJI: OpzeH. OTKyna oM 3HatoT? Mapek rnokayvals rosioBou: He 3Hawo. Kyna onu
enyt? He Tyna. ApeH nmocMoTpes BHUMaTe/IbHee U YBUAEN, YTO BCAIHUKH, HE 33/IepKUBAsICh Y Iepe-
IIPaBbl, IOBOPAUMBAIOT HA JIOPOTY, YXOIUBIIIYIO K CEBEPY, IPOUYb OT TOI'O MECTA, IJle MPSATAIUCH OHU.

OH cripocui, He IOTEPSUIU JIU X, 1 Mapek OTBETHII: BO3MOXKHO. 3HaYMT, IoBe3J107 OTell CHOBa
MOKayaJs roJIOBOM: HET, Belb TO MOKET 3HAUUTb, UTO 110 UX CJIey UIET KTO-TO ell€. ApeH MoCMOTpet
Ha Hero. B crymaonmxcsi cymepKax JIMIO OTHA Ka3zalnoch OECCTPacTHBIM, HO MaJbIbl, JeXKaBIIUe
Ha PyKOSTU HOXa, nodesenu. beccMepTHbie? — CpOCHI OH OHUMHU rydamu. Bo3moxHO. A ecnu
onu Bcrpetsarcs ¢ OpaeHom? Toraa y Hac Oynet manc. Kakoit? [Toka oHM 3aHSTHI APYT APYTOM, MBI
yinEM. ApeH XOTeJl CIPOCHUTh, TIOUeMy OTel] TOBOPUT 00 3TOM TaK CIIOKOMHO, OyATO pedb Ija o
BBIOOpE MecTa JUIsl HouJlera, HO BCAJHUKM YK€ MCUe3Nd 3a TIOBOPOTOM, M JIeC CHOBA HATIOJIHUJICS
urymoM 10k 5. OHY BBDKAAJIM €ILE MoT4aca, He IBUTasiCh, HE pa3roBapuBasi, IOKa ApeH He MoTepsil
OIIYyIIIEHHEe COOCTBEHHBIX PYK U HOT, ¥ TOJIbKO IOTOM Mapek TpOHYJI ero 3a IIeU0 1 KeCTOM MOKa3aJ:
nopa.

i S

Monactsips OpaeHna Ileria crosn B ctapoil J0JMHE MEXIY ABYMS JIECUCTBIMU XOJIMaMH, U
KOTJJa-TO, B JaBHIE BPEMEHA, 3/1eCh BO3BBIIIAJICS XPaM, IMOCBSIIEHHBIN 320bITOMY Teriepb OOXECTBY.
OT Xpama oCTaIMCh KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, TOPOCIIME MXOM, MOJTypa3pylieHHast OarrHs ¢ 0OBAIMBILEHCS
BEPXYIIKOH U IMPOKUI BHYTPEHHUI JIBOP, TJIe Jake BECHOM TpaBa pocia IJI0X0, Oy/ITO cama 3eMis
He ’KeJlajla IpUHUMaTh ceMeHa. Jluapa Bbexasa yepe3 BOpoTa MO3[HO BEYEpOM, KOrja MocjaeJHue
OTCBETHI JIHS YK€ MOraciu 3a X0JIMaMU, U YaCOBOW Ha CTEHE OKJIMKHYJI €€ 10 UMEHH, He ClipaluuBasi
apoJisl.

Kacren xpain e€ y koHomeH. OH ObLT BHICOKMM MYKUYHUHOU JIET COPOKA TSATH, CyXUM, KUJIU-
CTBIM, C YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, B KOTOPBIX MPOOMBAJIMCH CElble MPSIIU, U XYIbIM JIMIIOM, Ha JIEBOU
IIeKe KOTOpOro OeliesT CTapblil IpaM — TOHKasi POBHAsI JIMHUS OT yXa JI0 YIJla pTa, OCTaBJIeHHAs, KaK
3Ha1a JInapa, BOBce HE 4YeI0BEUECKUM OpykHeM. TsKeEnoro gocnexa oH He Hocuil: KacreH Bcerna
MPEANIOYUTAIT OJIEK/TY, B KOTOPOM MOKHO JBUTATHCS OBICTPO, M CErOIHS Ha HEM ObLa MpocTasi TEM-
Hasl KypTKa U IUIalll ¢ MenejJbHbIM KPYyroM Ha Iuieye.
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— ThI onozgana, — cKasaj OH, He 3[10pOBasiCh, U OHA KOPOTKO OTBETHJIA: AOPOra pa3MOKJIa.
Oto oObsicHeHue wu onpaeaanve? MHpopmarmsa. KacteH ycMexHyscs, KOPOTKO, OIHUM YTOJIKOM
pTa, ¥ B3sUT MOBOAbS €€ JIOIIaI1, CIpOCcUB, Haiuia Jii oHa ero. Her. Torna yto ona Hamna? bec-
cmeptHoro. Mimsa? He HazBascs. Yto oH ckazan? Jluapa mondupaina cioBa Tak, YToObl HE UCKA3UTh
HU ojiHOrO: 4TO [loM yxke 3Haer. KacteH nepecrain ynbiOarbcs. YibiOKa He vicyeslia cpasy, a Kak Obl
3aCThljIa Ha JIIIE, TOTOM MEJIEHHO CTEPIAch, OCTABHB MOCJIe ce0s IT1a/IKyI0, HEIPOHHUIIAEMYIO MAacKy.

Nwmenno tak? Mimenno. Ona yBepena? Ila. OH noiro momuadn, Misias Ha Jiomaas, u Jluapa,
MIPUBBIKIIIAsT YATATH JTIOJEH, HE MOIJIA OMPEEIIUTh, O YEM OH JyMAeT: TO JIU O CAMHUX CJIOBAX, TO JIK O
TOM, YTO OHH 3HA4aT, TO JI1 O TOM, KTO MOT ux npousHectu. [lorom Kacren cripocun, cibliaia Jin oHa
370 panbiue. Her. § Toxe, ckazan oH. Uto 310 3HaunT? [Toka He 3Hat0. OH NOBE JIoMIaAb B CTOIIIO, U
Jluapa nonwia psgoM, 4yBCTBYS, KaK YCTaJIOCTh HABAIMBAETCS HA TUIEYH TSIKETBIM MOKPBIM TLIAIIIOM.

On cnipocui nipo Beiipa. Tloka Het. Torna noyemy oHa 3aech? [ToToMy 4TO OH cam IpUKa3ajl
BO3Bpamarbcs. «BepHo», — KacTteH ocTaHOBWIICS Yy BOPOT CTOMIA M 3aMeTwI, 4To Beiip momken
ObITh MOsoabIM. IBaanath ATk sier. Cembsi? Otenr — Mapek Beiip. Kacten menyieHHO KMBHYA U
CIIPOCHJI TIPO MaTh. «uHa». Ero pyka, jexasias Ha TIOBOABSX, Ckalach. Beero Ha MrHoBeHue,
el[Ba 3aMETHO, KOCTSIIKY MOOEJIeNIN U TYT K€ pacciaaduimch, HO JInapa yBujena u He IpoITycTHIA.

— Tl 3Ha€1Ib 3TO UMSA?

— Her.

OtBer mpo3ByyYas CIMIIKOM ObIcTpo. JInapa mpomonuana. KacteH moBén jomaap B CTOMIIO,
U €ro IIMpOKas CIMHA MOKa3ajack il BAPYT 3aMKHYTOM, KaK JABEPb, 3aKpbiTas U3HYTpU. OTabIXail,
ckazas oH. Korma Beiezxkaem? YTpom. Kyna? OH noBepHYJICS M IOCMOTpEJT Ha He€ JAOJITUM TSKE-
aeiM B3rsiioM. Ha Boctok. [louemy? TMotomy uto Befip Toxe uaér tyaa. Jluapa 3amepna: oTkyaa
u3BectHo? Harmm cnen. Kro? Onun w3 HaOmonateseid. Hackonbko cBexuii? Ionaasa. Ona 3aqyma-
J1ach, MPUKHBIBAST PACCTOSIHUS: €CJTM OHU MAYT IMEIIKOM, TO OHA JIOTOHUT MX 3aBTpa. Eciu onn uayt
nierrkoMm, rostopuii KacreH. A ecnm Her? Torma OwicTpee.

OH pazBepHyJICs], YTOOBI YIUTH, HO OCTAHOBHWJICS B ABEPSIX U, HE 000PaYMBasCh, MO3BAJ €€ I10
nmern. OHa OTKJIMKHYJIAch, M OH CKa3aJl: eCJIM OHa HanET Belipa nepBoit — mycThb He youBaet. OHa
HaxMypuitack: npuka3 usmenuscs? Ja. Korna? Cerogns. Kro ero ornan? Kacren nocmorpen Kyaa-To
B CTOPOHY MOHACTBIPsI, Ha TEMHYIO TpoMajy OanHu Ha (poHe HeOa, u oTBeT1: He oH. CoBet? Bhpiie.
Jlnapa modyBCTBOBaJIa HEMPHUATHBINA XOJIOA, MPOOEKABIIMIA BIOIb MO3BOHOUYHHUKA, — TOT OCOOBI
X0J10]], KOTOPBI OHA HAYYMJIaCh Y3HAaBaTh JIaBHO, €IE B MEpBbIE TOIbI CIYKOBI, U KOTOPHIA BCeraa
MPEAIIECTBOBAJT YEMY-TO TUIOXOMY.

— Hackobko Boiie?

Kacren nuuero He orBeti1. OH yIIén B TEMHOTY /IBOpa, U €ro MOJTYaHUe ObUIO XyXke JII000ro
OTBeTa.

% sk ok

Houbio Apen npocHyiics ot 1myma BoAsl. HECKOIBKO CEKYH[] OH HE TOHUMAJI, T€ HAaXOOUTCS:
HaJ HUM YEpHEN BETBH, CKBO3b KOTOpHIE MPOOUBAJICSI HEPOBHBIN JIYHHBIH CBET, a BOKPYT MaxJIo
ChIpOH 3eMutei U JpiMoM. [ToToM nmamsaTh BepHys1ack. OHM OCTAHOBUJIMCH HA HOYb Y CTAPOTO OXOTHH-
YbEro HaBeca, MOy Pa3BaIMBIIIErocs, HO BCE JKe JaBaBILEro Koe-Kakylo 3aluTy, 1 Mapek, ycTpouB
JoIIa b HETIOAANEKY, JIET Y KOCTpa, CKPECTUB PyKH Ha rpyau. OH crian. ApeH OCTOPOKHO MOAHSLICS,
CTapasichb He IIyMeTb, U BBIIIIE K PeKe.

Oonaxka pazonumck. BriepBbie 3a ABOE CYyTOK OH YBHIEJ 3BE3/bI — POCCHIITb XOIOAHBIX, SICHBIX,
HEBEPOSITHO JTAJIEKUX OTOHbKOB, OTPAXKABIIMXCSI B TEMHOM BOJIE, U HA MTHOBEHHE €My CTaJIo TIOUTH
xoporto. OH cel Ha IMJIOCKUI KaMeHb Y caMoro Oepera, CTSHYJ Callord U OOHApykKWJI, UTO JieBast
HOra CTEPTa IO KPOBU: MATKA MPEBPATUIACh B OIUH CIUIONIHOW OKOT, & HOCOK Mpwinn K pane. OH
BBIPYTaJjicsl BIOJITOIOCA, JOCTAT U3 KapMaHa KYCOK TKaHH U, CMOUUB €r0 B peKe, IPUJIOKIUI K TISATKE.
U 6omb rcuesna.
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ApeH 3amep. DTO MPOU3OILIO HE TIOCTENEHHO, HE TaK, KaK O0Jb yTUXAET MO XOJIOJHBIM KOM-
MIPeccoM, a cpasy, OyITo KTO-TO HIENKHYJ BhIKTIouaresieM. OH MeJIeHHO yOpas TKaHb, OXKUAast yBU-
IeTh KPOBABYIO CCaIMHY, M OOHAPYKWUII, UTO KOXka 1esia. Hukakoit kpoBu. OH MPOBE 10 MSTKE MaJlb-
[[aMH U HAIIyTIaJT JIMIIb TOHKYIO KPacHYIO MOJIOCKY, CJ1a00 CaIHUBIIYIO IO/ PUKOCHOBEHHEM. Yepes
HECKOJIBKO CEeKyH/] ucuesna 1 oHa. OH JJOJIro CMOTpeN Ha HOTY, IIOTOM Ha CBOIO JIa/IOHb, BCIOMHUJI
CJIOBa OTIIa — «OEeCCMEPTHBIE He CTAPEI0T» — U TIOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK IO TEJTy IMPOIIEN XOJIO/, HEe CBSI-
3aHHBIA HU C HOYHBIM BO3JIyXOM, HU C MOKPOU O€KA0M. X001 MPUILET U3HYTPH, OT MBICITH.

On He xoten ObITh OeccMepTHBIM. Hukorma. CMepTh myraja ero, Kak myraet JIoOoro 4ejioBeka,
— MTIHOBEHHO, (pU3UYeCKH, A0 APOKHU B KOJIEHSIX, — HO MPEJCTaBUTh, YTO OHA MOKET HE MPUIATH
coBceM, ObUTO e1ié crpariHee. [Totomy uTto Torna npuaeTcs 3a1aTh BOIPOC, OT KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOKHO
OTBEPHYTBCS: YTO OCTAHETCS OT 4yesioBeKa uepe3 cro jer? Yepes nectu? Yepes narecor? A ecnu
MPOXKUBEIIb CTOJIBKO, YTO MEPECTaHeIlb IOMHUTS JIUIIO COOCTBEHHOW MaTepu?

ApeH nogHsIcs, He 3Has, Ky/a JIeBaTh 3TY MBICIIb, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT YCJIBIIIIAJ 32 CITUHOM XPYCT
BeTKH. OH pe3ko o0epHyJIcs. Meska1y CTBOJIaMH HUKOTO He ObLJIO — TOJBKO JieC, TEMHBIN 1 Oe3MOJIB-
HBIH, 3UTUTHIA OJICTHBIM JTYHHBIM CBETOM.

— Oren?

OrtBerta He nocienoBaso. OH BepHYJICS K HaBeCy, YyBCTBYS, KaK Mypaliku OeryT 1o CriuHe, 1
OOHapyKWII, 9TO Mapek yxke He CIHT, a CUAUT Y KOCTPa, VSIS HA OTOHb.

On cnpocw, Obu1 1 TOT Y peku. a. 3auem? Hory Hat€p. Mapek miepeBen B3mIs Ha ero
JIMLIO: ¥ YTO? ApeH nomoInyal v npu3Haics: npouuia. Otell olycTu 11a3a, 1 ApeH MOHSUI 110 3TOMY
KOPOTKOMY JIBMKEHHIO — I10 TOMY, KaK JAPOTHYJIM BEKHU, KaK 4yTh CHJIbHEE CXKaJIUCh ryObl, — YTO
TOT BCE 3HAET U He yAuBJEH. OH cesl HallpOTUB, Yepe3 KOCTEP, U CPOCIL, ISl HA S3bIKYU [JITAMEHH,
ObLI0 JIU y Hero Takoe paHbine. Jla. Korma? B gerctse. [oyemy T HU4ero He ropopwi? Ilotomy urto
nety ObICTpo 3axkuBaioT. He HacToNmbKO, ckazan ApeH, 1 Mapek He ctaj criopuThb. Thl 3HAJI, YTO CO
MHOM 4TO-TO He Tak. [la. Y Bc€ paBHO ocTaBui MeHs TaM. $1 XoTes, 9ToObI ThI KWJI, cKa3al Mapek
Thxo. A tenepb? Otel| mocMOTpes B TEMHBIH JieC, Tya, IJe 3aKaHUMBAJICS CBET OTHsI, U OTBETUJI HE
cpasy: Terneps 51 He 3Hal0, OJIYYUTCS JIH.

ApeH cobupascst OTBETHUTb, HO JAJIEKO B JIECY CHOBA XPYCTHYJIA BETKA — TeTieph OMKe, OTUET-
JIMBEe, TaK, YTO HE OCTAJIOCh COMHEHMIA: TaM KTO-TO €cTh. MapeKk MeJJIeHHO MOIHSJICS, BbIHUMAs
HOX, U ApeH BCTaJs CJIeA0M, UyBCTBYS, KaK XOJIO[ pa3juBaercs no pykam. Kro ram? — npoiuenrain
oH. JlyHa BbIUIA M3-3a 00JIaKa, OCBETUB CTBOJIBI JIEPEBbEB, U MEKILYy HUMHU YTO-TO MEJBbKHYJIO —
CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOBI Pa3IIsIeTh, CIUIIKOM IJIABHO VISl )KUBOTHOrO. He nBuraiicsi, BBIIOXHYI
Mapek. ApeH cxan KyJaky. 1 u3 TEMHOTBI TOHECCS TOJIOC.

— Mapex Beiip.

Oren o6eanen. ['onoc ObIT My KCKUM, CITIOKOWHBIM, TIOUTH JIPYKETIOOHBIM — TOJIOC YeJio-
BEKa, KOTOPBIIl HE COMHEBAETCSl, YTO €0 BbICIYILAIOT.

— MBpI 3HaeM, 4TO OH C TOOOHW, — MPOU3HEC OH. Mapek MOAHSIT HOX U CITPOCHJI, KTO OHH.
W3 neca HUKTO He BBIIIEN, TOJIBKO TULIMHA CTOsUIA TUIOTHAS, BA3Kasl, U rOJIOC MOBTOPUJI: UM JIydllle
otath Maibumka. Cepiie ApeHa yaapusio CUiIbHEe, TYJIKO, Kak KOJIoKosI. Mapek czienalt miar Brepé,
3aCJIOHsISI €r0 COOOM.

«OH He MaJTbuuK», — ckazan Mapek. [l Hux — Her. Toraa mycts ofouaeT u 3a06epéT ero
caMm. [lay3a noBucia gonras, Kak BAOX Mepel MPbIKKOM, U IOJIOC OTBETHJI BCE TaK k€ CIIOKOMHO:
He ceituac. Yto-To cBUCTHYJIO. Mapek pe3ko TOIKHY/I ApeHa B CTOPOHY, U CTpefia yaapuia B CTBOJ
JepeBa TaM, IJie MTHOBEHHE Ha3a[| Oblia ero rpy/b, ITyOOKO BOH3UBIIKCH B KOPY M JPOXka ONIEPEHUEM.
Bexum! — kpukHya Mapek. OHu 6pOCHIIHCH K JIOmaIu. ApeH CXBaTHJI TIOBOJ, APOKAIIUMH PyKaMH
OTBSI3bIBas y3eJ1, MapeKk BCKOUYMI B CEJIO, TPOTSHYI eMy PyKY — Cauch! — 1 ApeH, He pa3oupas,
3a 4TO XBaTaeTcs, 3alpbIrHYI 0334 Hero. Jlomaas pBaHy/ia ¢ MecTa Tak, YTO OH €[lBa He CleTelNl,
BIETIMBINKUCH OTIly B mosic. [lozaau pa3manuch kKpuku. EmE ogHa crpena mponerena MUMO, OOXH-
rast BO3yX BO3J/ie yXa. ApeH 0OepHYJICS: MEKAy IepeBbsMU JBUTATNCH JIIOAM — HE TPOe, Topasio
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Oonblie, — TEMHBIE (PUTYPBI B CEPBIX TUIAIIAX, OBICTPO, OECIIYMHO, CJIOBHO CKOJIb3sl HaJ1 3eMJIEH, U
Cpeny HUX OH pa3JIiumI BBICOKOTO YeJIOBeKa ¢ IMPOKOM MOJIOCOM YEPHOTO Kesle3a Ha IMosice.

«Onu Hac Hanw | » — KpukHYJA ApeH. OH 3Ha1. YTo Teneps? Mapek cMOTpest TOJIbKO BIEPE,
B TEMHOTY TPOIIBI, TJIe MEJIbKAI BETBH U 3BE3/IBL.

— Tenepp HaunMHaeTcA oxoTa.

Jlomaap moHecaach Mo MOKpOW TpoIie, pa30pbI3riBasi Ipsi3b, U HOUHOM JieC 3aKPYTHIICS BOKPYT,
CJIMBILVCDH B €IMHBII YEPHBIN BUXPb.

k %k ok

A nmanexo mosaau, Ha Kpaio jeca, Jlnapa Copen ocranoBuia koHs. OHa criemmuiach v Mpu-
ceJia y TPOIIbI, PasryIsiibiBasi ClieIbl KOTIBIT: CBEKHE, TITyOOKHE, el He pa3MbIThie JOXKIEM, C HEpOB-
HBIM OTIIEYaTKOM TPECHYBIIEeH NOAKOBbI. OHA KOCHY/IACh I'PsI3U KOHYMKAMHU MaJIbIIEB, TOTOM MOAHSLIA
B3MJIs1/1. Briepeau yxomwiia jopora, M Ha Hel TSHYJICS Clie]] OJHOU JIOIIaqH, HeCyIel JBOMX.

— Beiip, — ckazana oHa Tuxo. KacteH nogbexai K Hei, U JIola ib ojJ HUM (PhIPKHYJIA, BBIITYC-
Kast 00J1a4KO Tapa; OH CIPOCHJI, HalllJIa JIM OHa CJiefl, M OHa MoATBepaua: na. « Torna Brnepén». Jlnapa
BCKoumJIa B cefy1o. OHa ellé He 3HaJla, YTO YesIOBEK, KOTOPOro el MpUKa3aHO HalTH, CTAHET CaMbIM
TPYIHBIM pelieHreM B e€ ku3Hu. He 3Haua, 9To omHax b1 el MpUAETCs BHIOMpATh MEXKAY MPUKA30M
u HUM. W He 3HaJia, 4TO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO THEW BIEepBbIe YBUINT, KaK YEJIOBEK YMUPAET — U BO3-
Bpaiaercsi oopatHo. [Toka oHa 3Hanma Toabko onHo. Cresn ObuT cBeXUM. ApeH Beiip Obu1 Briepeni.
W JIuapa momkHa ObUIa €ro HalTH.

I'naBa 3. Oxora

— > —

K paccgery noxap HakoHenr orctynui. OH He YIIENT COBCEM — MPOCTO MEPecTa najarh ¢ Heda
Y TIPEBPATHJICS B TYCTOM OeNECHIN TyMaH, KOTOPBIH JIeXkasl HaJl HU3WHAMM, TIETUISIICS 32 KYCThI M KJIO-
YbSIMU TIOJI3 110 JI0pore, OOBOJAKMBasl CTBOJIBI IEPEBbEB TaK TUIOTHO, YTO T€ Ka3aJIMCh HAPHCOBAH-
HBIMH Ha MOKpo# 6ymare. OT 3emuin noqHuMavicst map. Komneu, ocraBieHHble TeJleraMu, HaloJTHUIIHCH
MYTHOM BOJIOW, Ha TPaBe IPOKaJIM KPYITHBIE XOIOAHBIE KATLTH, U JaKe BO3IYX, TSUKEIBIN U BIaXKHBIH,
rax He BECHOM, a CTapOi MPEJIoi JTMCTBOM U elIE YeM-TO KeJIe3HbIM, MMOX0KHUM Ha 3arax KPOBU.

ApeH TpocHYJICS OTTOTO, YTO €My B JIMIO yIayia Boja — TO JIM Karlisl C BETKU HaJl TOJIOBOM,
TO JIU LIe/Ipasi MPUTOPIIHs, OpOIIeHHas Ybel-TO pyKoi. OH OTKPBUI IIa3a U HECKOJIBKO CeKyH 1 Oec-
CMBICJIEHHO CMOTpEJ B cepoe He0O, MBITasiCh MOHSTD, I1Ie HAXOIUTCS U IoYeMy BCE TeJlo OONHT Tak,
OyaITO €ro BCO HOUYb OWJIM TajKamu. «BcraBaii», — ckazas Mapek, CTOSBIIUE PSIIOM C JIOIIA/IbIo
Y TIONPABJISIBIINMIA YIIPsIKb. ApEeH cell, U CIMHA OTO3BAJIACh TYIOH, HOIIIEH OO0Mbio, OT KOTOPOH Ha
MTHOBEHHE TIOTEMHEJIO B I71a3ax. Houblo OHM MOYTH HE CHIaIU: MOCIIe TIOTOHU OCTAHOBHIIUCH TOJIBKO
riepe]; paccBETOM, KOTJia JieC CTal HACTOJIBKO TYCTBIM M TEMHBIM, UTO MPECieJOBaTelH, M0 KpaiHei
Mepe 1o MHeHuIo Mapeka, notepsiii ux ciea. Cam ApeH B 9ToM yBepeH He ObU1. OH MomHsuIcs,
HATSHYJI Carory, CTapasich He AyMaTh O TOM, UTO JieBas ISATKa, elE BYepa CTEPTasi 10 KPOBH, TeTiephb
He OoJsiesia coBCeM, M MOCMOTpeN Ha OTLIA.

OH cripocwu1, criai Ji TOT BooOIIe, u ycibiman: «Hemuoro». Korna? Korma Apen cian. 3HauwT,
MOYTH He criasl. Mapek 3aTsiHy/1 peMeHb JOPOXKHOW CYMKH M HE CTaJl HU CTIOPUTh, HU OTPaBIbIBATHCS
— TOJIbKO CKa3aJl, 4TO 3TOTO IOCTATOUHO. ApeH XOTesl BO3pa3uTh, YTO ITO HEMpaB/ia, YTo y OTIA IO
I71a3aMU 3aJIETJIM Cepble TEHU, a PYKU JBUTAIOTCS CIIMIIKOM MEJJIEHHO, KaK y YeJIOBeKa, JEJIalolero
roclieJHee YCUIIue repest afeHueM, Ho pomoirdai. OH yske OHSUT OAHY Belllb: Mapek He coOuparcs
pacckasbiBath BcE cpaszy. He moromy, uto He moBepsut emy. Ckopee, mOToMy, 4TO OOSUICS, U 3TOT
CTpax, ITyOOKHUI, MOTYQJIMBBINA, IPUBBIYHBIN, KK CTAPBIH IIpaM, ObLT XyXke JII0O0ro HeJoBepusi. ApeH
MIPUBBIK CUMTATh OTIIA YETOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO TPYAHO Hamyrath. B netcTBe oH Buen, kak Mapek onuH
OCTaHOBWJI IIbSTHOTO HAEMHHUKA, BJJBOE TsIKeJIee ero caMmoro, — CIOKONHO, €3 KpUKa, IPOCTO BCTaB B
ABEpPsIX ¥ TIOCMOTPEB €MY B I71a3a. Bujes, Kak TOT roJIbIMUA pyKaMU BBITAIIMI COCEICKOTO MAJIbUHIIIKY
U3 TOPSIIEro capasi, OOKHUrasi JIaJIOH! O TIIeIoIe JOCKU. Bupern, Kak mocie Hec4yacTHOro ciydasi B
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Ky3HHIIE OTell 3aIvI ceOe MTyOOKYI0 paHy Ha Ipervieube KPUBOK UIJION M IMTPOIOIKIIT padoTy, Oy/ITO
HUYEro He MPOU30IILIO, U TOJBKO TMOT Ha JIOY BbIAABAJ, Yero 31o crowno. Ho Buepa, B Ty MHUHYTY,
KOrJIa CTpeJia BIUJIACh B IEPEBO TaM, TJie CEeKyH/Iy Ha3aj Obuia rpyap ApeHa, Mapek ucryraics. He
3a cebs1. 3a Hero. Y 310 MeHsIo BCE.

Kyna Tteneps, cnpocun Apen. K nepenpase. Ta, uro Beie no pexe? Tak u ectb. A nmorom?
[Torom Ha BocTok. Kyna nmenHo? Mapek mocMoTpest Ha Hero, M B YToJIKax €ro rjia3 MeJbKHYJIO 4TO-
TO MOXOKee Ha yCTaylo upoHuio: «I[loka He 3Haw». ApeH YCMeXHYJICS ¥ 3aMETHJI, YTO OTel] OYeHb
JOOUT 3TO BhIpakeHue. «[10TOMy YTO OHO YacTO OKa3bIBACTCS MPABION», — OTBETUJI TOT, U OHU
JBUHYJIUCH JJAJIbIIIe, BeJs JIOIIa b B TIOBOMY.

[epBbie nBa yaca gopora IUia CIMOKOMHO — CJIMIIKOM CITOKOWHO, KakK ObIBaeT repes Ipo-
300, KOIJIa BO3AYX 3aMHUPAET U JaXe JIMCThs MEPECcTaloT IeBeauThcs. Jlomaap 1a marom, HHoraa
CKOJIb3s1 KOTIBITAMU Ha MOKPOH IJIMHe, Mapek MovTy He pa3roBapuBajl, a ApeH TO U /10 OIIsbl-
BaJICSl, BIVISIIBIBASICH B TyMaH 3a CIIUHOM, OTKY/Ia B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY MOTJIU BbleXaTh BcaHUKH. Ho Tam
HUKOTO He ObLJ10. JIec CTosT HeMOABUKHO, OTSIKEJIEBIIHIA OT BOJIBI, ¥ TIOCTETICHHO, TI0 Mepe TOr0O Kak
paccerBajiach MIJia, B HEM HayaJld POChINarhcs nTulibl. CHavasa rae-To AajeKo 3aKpuyasa Copoka,
PE3KO U TYJIKO, IIOTOM Ha JIpyroM Oepery peku edl OTBeTWIa elié OfHa, TIOTOM 3a3BEHEIM CUHUIIBI,
3aCKpUIIeN JAsITeN, U BeTep, MOJHSBIIUICS K cepeIluHe yTpa, MPUHSIICS MOTPSIXUBATh BETKU, POHSIs
BHU3 XOJIOAHbIEe Karutd. OOBIYHEIN BECEHHUN IeHb. Eciiv, KOHEYHO, HE 3HATh, YTO 34 TOOOM OXOTATCH.

ApeH Bc€ yalrie JIOBUJI ceOs1 Ha TOM, UTO MPHUCTYIIUBACTCSA K KaXkJOMY 3BYKY: KOIBITA, JIOMa-
I0IIAsACS BETKA, ITUYMIA KPUK, OOOPBABIIUIACS CIIUAIIKOM Pe3KO, YeJIOBEUECKHIA TOJI0C, KOTOPHIA Ha
JieJie OKa3bIBAJICS JIUIIIL BETPOM B BeTBsIX. OH Haual IOHUMATh, TOYEMY JIIO/IU, KUBYIIME HA IPAHUIIE,
BCErja CMOTPAT HA JOPOry, MPexkae YeM OTKPHITh ABEpb. ONacHOCTh PEAKO MPUXOAUT C HIYMOM.
OOBIYHO OHA CHavYaJIa CTAHOBUTCS THIITUHOM.

Yepes HECKOJIbKO YacOB OHM JIOCTUIJIM CTapou mnepernpasbl. Korma-To 31ech CTosim MOCT —
KaMEHHBI!, IIMPOKUI, PACCUMTAHHBIN HA TSKETIbIE TEJIeTH, — HO TeTePb OT HETO OCTAJIMCh TOJIBKO JIBa
MAaCCHUBHBIX OCHOBaHHMS M0 000UM OeperaM Jia HeCKOJIbKO TEMHBIX OOYTJIeHHBIX OpEBeH, 3aCTPSIBIIUX
MeXy KaMHSIMH B OypJsiiedt Boge. Mapek crielmics U MOAOMENT K cCaMOl KpOMKe, BHUMATETbHO
orisi/IbIBasi pexy. Jlasbilie BEpXOM Heslb3s1, CKa3all OH, HO MepenpaBa ecTh: OH YKa3al pyKou, U ApeH
YBHUJEJ TO, YTO Cpa3y He 3aMeTWJI, — KaHar, TOJICThI, CMOJICHBI, HATSHYTHIM OT OJHOro Oepera K
APYroMy HaJl CaMOU BOJIOW, ¥ HEOOJIBITYIO JePEBIHHYIO TUIAThOpMYy, MPUTSHYTYIO K HEMY PiKaBbIMU
konbiiamu. [lapom. Crappiii, CKpUIy4Hii, ¢ MOTEMHEBIIMMHU OT BPEMEHU JOCKaMU, HO 1iebiii. Ha
MIPOTHBOIMIONIOKHOM Oepery CTosla KpoleyHasi Oyaka, mycrasi, C paCKpbITOW JIBEpPbIO, U3 KOTOPOU
BETEP TOHSLI MO TIOJTy CYXHUE JIUCThSI.

ApeH cripocuit, KTO UM YTIPABJIsET, U YCIBIIAN, YTO paHbIlle ObUT CTapUK. «A Termepb?» —
«YMmep». — «OT1muHO», — TpodopMoTast ApeH. Mapek mofomién K KaHary, TIOBUC Ha HEM BCEM
BECOM, MPOBEPsIsl KPEIJIeHUsI, U TOT, TJIyXO IMPOIIEB, BhIAEPKasl. BbIIEPKUT JIU OH JIOIIA b, CIIPOCHIT
ApeH, U1 oTel OTBETWJI: BO3MOXKXHO. «OQueHb ycrokanBaeT». — «[1o3Tomy Moua€is NemKkom», —
ckazan Mapek, u ApeH, TOMOJTYaB, 3aMeTHII, YTO TOT BCE-TaKU ymeeT 3a00TuThcsa. OTell BriepBbie
3a YTPO YCMEXHYJICS — KOPOTKO, IMO-HACTOSIIIIEMY, — U 9TO HEOXKHAaHHO corpesio ApeHa Ooblie,
YeM IIeJIbIid 9ac ObICTPOM XOIbObI.

OHu norpy3usf Jiomiaas Ha riatgopmy, I0Iro yropapupas €€, miafs 1o Iiee U menya 4ro-
TO yCIIOKauBarolee, MoToMy 4To KoObUIa yIpasiach, KOCHJIA TJIA30M Ha OypIISIIyI0 BOAY U BCXparbl-
BaJia, YyBCTBYsI MO KOTIbITAMU Kavatoiyecs Aocku. [lepenpasa aBuranacs MeajieHHO, HexoTs1. KaHat
CKpHIIeJI, Bofa OypivJia moj HoraMmu, Oesnast TieHa Opocaiach Ha Kpast TaT(opMbl U CTeKala MexKIy
JOCKaMH. ApPEH CTOsIJT Y CaMOTro Kpasi U CMOTPEJT BHU3: peKa OblJIa HACTOJIBKO OBICTPOMA, YTO OT OJHOTO
B3MJIsAa HA He€ KPYXKUJIach rojioBa, — MYTHas, TSKENAs, MOJTHAsE 0OJIOMKOB, OHAa HECJIaCh MUMO C
[JIyXUM BOpUYaHHUEM, OYITO CIIeIInIa Ky/1a-To, Tae e€ jKIasm.

«He cmotpm», — ckazan Mapek. ApeH OTBETUJI, YTO He OOUTCS BBICOTHI, U OTEI] BO3PA3UIL:
OH HE TIPO BBICOTY. ApeH MOCMOTpPEJT Ha HEero: TOT JIepKajcs 3a TIOBOIbSI OOCUMU PYKaMU U TIISIJIEN
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HE Ha BOMY, a Ha TOT Oeper, Ha TEMHYIO CTeHY Jieca 3a Oyakoi mapominuka. OH COpoCcHl, JymaeT
JIM OTell, YTO UX JOTOHSAT, M ycislmai: qa. Korna? Eciu npecnenoBaTeny 3HaOT JOPOTY — CETOMIHS.
Ecmu Her — 3aBTpa. U uro Torga aenars? Yxonuth. Kyna? B DiipeH. ApeH yIuMBUJICS HACTOJBKO,
YTO JIaXke MepecTan CMOTPETh Ha BOAY: pa3Be OTell He FTOBOPUJI, UTO Ty/a Helb3sd? OH roBOpuII Mpo
I0KHBIE I0pOTH, a DiipeH BocTouyHee. VIMeHHo.

ApeH 3agymalics, ciyiasi, Kak CKpUIIMT KaHaT. DUPeH OH 3HaJI TOJIBKO M0 paccKka3am: Topoj B
ropax, OKpyKEHHBIN IIaXTaMH, T/ie JOOBIBAIOT KeJIe30 M TO CTPAHHOE YEPHOE BEIIECTBO, O KOTOPOM
OTell HUKOT]a He TOBOPUJI, @ TOPToBLIbl MOHM:KaIU rosioc. OH CpOCHJI, €CTh JIM TaM YE€JI0BEK, KOTO-
poMy oTell JoBepsieT, 1 Mapek 101ro Momval, Npexie YeM OTBETUTh: HeT. Toraa 3aueM Tyaa uaru?
[Toromy uTO TaM ecTh MecTa, Ijie JIETKO UCYe3HYyTh. B maxrax, B ropax. A eciu uxX HalayT v Tam?
Toraa o OyayT yXOAuTh Aajibiie. A eciiv 3T0 He ToMoxeT? Mapek MmoBepHyJIcs K HeMy, U ApeH
OCEKCS1, YBUEB €r0 JIMIIO — CIIOKOWHOE, YCTaIoe, HO C TOM 0cOO0O0M TBEPAOCTHIO B IJ1a3ax, KOTopast
MOABJIACTCA Y HIOIICI;'I, JAaBHO pEIIMBLINX, 3d YTO OHU I'OTOBBI YMCPCTh.

— Iloka mMbl JKUBBI, — CKa3zaJl OH, — Yy HAaC €CTb BApHUaHTHLI.

OH MpOU3HEC ITO CHOKOWHO, NMoYTH OyqHUYHO. I ApeH 3arloMHUI.

i S

JIuapa Haiuia nepBblii ciieq] yepe3 JBa yaca mnocie nepernpasbl. OHa exasa Bepeau oTpsja:
Kacrten ocraBui en MECTEPBIX HIOD,CIL/'I, XOpOoHIMX OXOTHHUKOB, IMMPUBBIYHBIX K JOJI'MM IIOITOHAM, HO
Jluapa npennounTana UITH NEPBON — He MOTOMY, UTO CUMTasIa ceds Jydlle OCTaIbHbIX, & TIOTOMY,
YTO yMeJla YUTaTh Cle]l TaK, KaK YUTAIOT OTKPHITYI0O KHHUTY. YesoBeK ocTaBisieT o cebe ropaszio
OoJbIIIe CBE/ICHUH, YeM JyMaeT: CJIOMaHHYI0 BETKY, INIyOWHY OTIeyaTKa, HallpaBjieHue, B KOTOPOM
CABHWHYTA I'pA3b HA KAMHE, BBICOTY HpHMHTOfI TpaBbl, JaKC TO, KakK Jioadb NMEPECTAaBIACT HOI'M 1101
TSDKECTBIO CelOKa. 3eMJlsl TOMHIJIA BCEeX, KTO TI0 Hell MPOXOAWJI, M HYXKHO OBUIO TOJIBKO YMETh €€
CJTyIIaTh.

Ona ocraHoBWJIach, COCKOUYMJIA C Cellla U MpUcesa y Kpasi JOpOrd, BIVISABIBAsICh B MOKPYIO
[JIMHY. 311ech POXOAWIIN IBE JIOIIA M : OHA TSIKENAs, C IITyOOKUM CJIeJIOM, BTOpasi — Jierye, Hiemast
4yTb B cTOpoHe. «OTell ¥ ChlH», — CKa3aja oHa, He obopaunBasick. OMH U3 OXOTHUKOB, MOJIOJOM,
JIeT IBA/ILATH, TOAbeXall OJIvkKe M CKJIOHIJICS B Ce/lJie, CIpallnBasi, OTKy/a oHa 3HaeT. JInapa ykasana
MaJIbIIeM Ha CJIe/I: Jiomaab HeceéT AByX Jioaei. [1o rmyoune. MoxeT ObITh, OIMH YEJIOBEK C TSKEIBIM
rpy3om? Toraa cnen Ob1 Obl IpyrvM, OOBSICHIIIA OHA: BeC pacnpenensiercs: uHaye. OH KUBHYII, U 10
ero JIMITy ObUTO BUIHO, YTO OH 3alIOMHHUT 3TO.

JIuapa nomuia fanplie NeIKoM, Be/is JIolalb B [IOBOAY U HE CBOS IV1a3 ¢ 3eMJu. Yepes iBa-
ALATh 1IaroB OHa OOHAPYXKMJIA OTIEYATOK cariora: MYKCKOW, CPEJJHEro pa3Mepa, ¢ TOUTH CTEPTOM
TOZIONIBOM. PsiioM siexan BTopoi crier — ryoke, mmpe, yBepeHHee. Ctapiimii uagT nepBbiM, cKa-
3aJla OHA; KOIJla OXOTHUK CIIPOCHJI, T0OYEMY, OTBETHJIA: TPUBbIYKA. MOXKHO JIM ONpeesuTh 3TO O
cineny? Mnorna. OHa BEITpSIMUIIACK, C/ieNaa elE HECKOJIBKO 111aroB, OCTAHOBMJIACH U OIYCTUJIACh Ha
OJIHO KOJIEHO: B MOKPOW TpaBe, y caMOro KOpHs KycTa, JiekKajla MaJIeHbKasi MeTaJlJIMuecKas JeTalb.
Jlnapa nogHsia e€ 1 rmoBepresia Ha JIAIOHM — KYCOUYeK MeJH, TOHKHI, C OTHUM OOJIOMaHHBIM 3y0-
1I0OM, ITOTEMHEBIINI OT BpeMeHu. OHa MOJIHEeCIa ero K CBETY U paccMoTpelia BHUMartesbHee: (hopma
H606I>I‘IHaH, CJIMIIIKOM TOHKas, CJIIMIIIKOM TOYHasd IJIA O6I)I‘IHOFO CCJIbCKOIO MHCTPYMCHTA, U 3y6HLI
PacroNOXeHbl TaK, OyITO pacCUMTaHbI HA OYE€Hb MAJICHBKYIO, O4€Hb CIIOXKHYIO padoTy. OXOTHHK CITpO-
CWJI, 4TO 3TO, U JImapa TOJIBKO Moskasia Iie4aMu, Kak 1 oH caM. Ho neranb oHa cripsitana Bo BHYT-
pCHHI/Iﬁ KapMallick 1uiala, rg€ XpaHujia CaMbI€ HYKHBIC BEIIIHW, U HE CMOIJIa 6bI O6’bHCHI/ITb, rnouemy
MMEHHO 3TOT MpeIMET MOKA3aJICH el BaKHBIM.

3Hasia oHa apyroe. B otuére, koTopsiii Bpyura eit Kacten nepen orbe3nom, o Belipax Obu1o
CKa3aHO BCEro HECKOJIbKO cTpoK: Mapek Beiip — macrtep 1o peMOHTY MEXaHU3MOB, ChIH — ApeH
Beiip, nBaguarh nATh €T, 3aHUMaeTcs TeM xke. OHa cMOTpesia Ha MEIHBIN 00JIOMOK | IyMasia O TOM,
YTO €CcIU ApeH AEUCTBUTENIBHO CBA3aH C IPEBHUM YCTPOWCTBOM, TO PEMECIIO, KOTOPbIM OH 3aHUMAJICS
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BCIO XKM3Hb, MOJKET OKa3aThCsl He CTydaitHoCThI0. CirydaitHOCTh Mory1a 00bsicHUTh MHOTOE. HO He BCE.
«Jlampiie», — cKaszajia OHa, CaJsiCh B CEI0, U OTPSIL AIBUHYJICS.

k %k ok

K nonyaHio ApeH Hauan 4yBCTBOBAaTh YCTAJIOCTh — He (PU3MYECKYIO, K HENl OH YK€ IIPUBBIK, a
KaKyI0-TO JIpyrylo, [JIXYI0, OCEAIOLIYIO Ha TUIEUH TSOKENBIM BIIAKHBIM TutaioM. OH He KaJjioBajcs,
HE XOTeJI: TOCJIe BUepalllHeil HOUuM OTell CMOTpeJl Ha Hero MHaue, He Kak Ha ChblHA, a KaK Ha HE4To
XPYNKOE M JIParolieHHoe, YTO HEOOXOAUMO JOCTABUTh B OE30MAaCHOE MECTO LIEJIBIM M HEBPEAUMBIM,
OynTo ApeH ObUT HEe YeJOBEKOM, 2 TOHKUM MEXaHM3MOM, KOTOPBIM CIIOMAeTcsi OT HEOCTOPOKHOTO
TOMYKa. DTO pazapaxano. OH MoTyall, HO YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK pa3JpakeHUe HaKaIUIUBAETCS I/1e-TO MOJ
pEOpamu, TEMIOe U KoJovee.

«OcraHoBuMCs», — BIIpYT ckazail Mapek. [Touemy? Crie. OH yka3zas Ha 3eMJTIO: TIOUTH He3a-
METHBIN YeJIOBEUYECKUH CJiel], CBEKHUH, C OTIEYaTKOM HOCKA, CJIeTKa BAABJICHHBIM B MSATKYIO TJIUHY Y
KOPHEW 0JIbXU. ApeH Npuces Ha KOPTOUKH U Bruisiaescs. Ham? Mapek nokauain royioBoit: Het. OTkyaa
oH Toraa? Orell ykazaJs Ha Jiec, Ha TEMHYIO [10JI0CY JIEPEBbEB, YXOAMBIIYIO BIIPaBo OT Joporu. Moxer,
OXOTHUK, TIpeAnonoxui1 ApeH. Moxer ObiTh. Ho oTert, cys 1o Jviry, He ObUT yBEepeH.

OHu cBepHy/U C gopord, 1 Mapek MOBEN JIoIIaap yepe3 KyCThl, JIOMasi BETKU U CTapasich
JBUraThCsl KaK MOXHO THIe. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi OHM BBIILIM HAa HEOOJBIION XOJIM, 3apOC-
WA peKUM Oepe3HSIKOM, OTKy/a OTKPBIBAJICS BUJ HAa PEKy W Ha MPOTHBOIIOIOXKHBIA Oeper, Tie
BOJa Orectena Mex 1y YEpPHBIMU CTBOJIAMU. APEH 3aMETHIT IBUKEHUE BHU3Y, Y CAMOU KPOMKH BOJIbL:
HECKOJIbKO BCATHUKOB, JIBUTABIIMXCS BIOJb Oepera HecrenHoun menodykoid. OH mpucen 3a CTBON U
BIJISIJIEJICS — TEMHBIE TUIAIIN, Cepble 3HaKu Ha 1uiedyax. OpjieH, MoHsT OH, 1 Mapek Moua noaTBep-
JJT KUBKOM. ApeH CITPOCHII, KaK OHM TakK OBICTPO WX HAIIUIM, W YCIBIIAIT: Xopormi ciel. Ho Beapb
OHM €XaJI1 He 10 gopore. BC€ paBHO OCTaBUIIM CJie/l, OTBETUII OTELl.

ApeH niepeBén B3IV Ha JIOIIA b, MUPHO KEBaBIIIYI0 MOKPbIE BETKH, U B TOJIOBE y HETrO CJIo-
KHUJIACh MPOCTast ¥ HEMPUATHAS MBICIb: €€ HYyXKHO OpocuTh. Mapek MoJTJai Tak JIONro, 4to ApeH
Nepecrpocul, U HakoHell ycbiiat: HeT. [Touemy? OHa HykHa. A eciii u3-3a Heé ux HaiayT? Mapek
MOCMOTpEJT Ha HEro JIOJITUM B3IJISIIOM U CKa3al, YTO TOTa OCTAETCs HA/ICSIThCS, UTO UX HAUITYT CIIUIII-
KOM TO3HO. ApeH He cpa3y MOHsUI, UTO TOT UMEET B BUJLY, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MOHsLIT. Mapek
MOBEJ JIOMaAb 0OOPaTHO K Jopore, U ApeH MOmEN caeoM, He 3aaaBast BonpocoB. OHM Tpoexaiu
OKOJIO COTHM IIaroB, OCTaBJIsisi HA MOKPOH 3eMJjie OTYETIMBbIE, ITyOOKHE CIIebl, 3aTeM CBEpPHY/IU
Ha ceBep, K HEBBICOKOMY XOJIMY, 1 MapeK, OCTaHOBMBIIIKCH Y 3apOCiieil, BAPYT OTIYCTUJI MOBOJ U
XJIOMHYJT JIoa b o Kpyiy. KoOblia nomnuia Bnepén onHa, JISHUBO, pa3MEPEHHO, OCTaBJIsIs 32 COOOM
POBHYIO IIeNOYKY oTrevyatkoB. Ho ux camux tam yxe He 0but0: Mapek BepHyJIcs K ApeHy TIeIKOM,
CTymasl 10 KaMHSIM M KOPHSIM, TJie He OCTaBaJlOCh CJIE/IOB, U OHU CIIPSATAJIUCH B TYCTOM HBHSIKE Y
CaMOM BOJIBI, CPEJIH TOJIBIX MOKPBIX MPYThEB, MAXHYIIUX TOPEYBIO.

UYepes nosyaca Ha iopore nokasaauch BcaJHuku. Jlnapa exana Brnepeau. OHa OCTaHOBWJIACH
y camoro mecrta, rae Mapek OTITyCTuII Jiolab, U A0JIT0 CMOTpEJIa Ha Clie[bl, IOTOM Ha Jjiec. Kacren
MOIbEXAJT C3a/1U, MPUJICPKUBASI KOHS, U CIIPOCHII, UTO TaM. «OHM OCTaBUJIM JIOIIA/Ib». 3HAUUT, UIYT
nemkoMm? Her, orBernia ona. Kacten Haxmypwiicsi u moTpedoBasl oObsicHeHui. JInapa yka3ana Ha
CJIeITbl: CITUIIKOM poBHbIe. Eciii ObI Ha JIOIaay exaliv, 3aHue OTIIeUaTKu ObLIN Obl ITyOXe — Bec
celloKa CMEIIEH Ha3a, a 37ech ITyOMHa oYTH ofrHakoBast. Jlomaap nuia oqHa. OH mpucMoTpercs
Y MEJUIEHHO KMBHYJI: OHa I1paBa.

JInapa cne3na c KoHsl, HIarHysa B CTOPOHY OT JOPOTH, K KyCTaM, M OCTAHOBUJIACH, 3aKPbIB IJ1a3a.
Heckospko cexkyH OHa cTosi1a HENOIBUKHO, CiTyllias Jiec, BeTep, peKy, NTHll. [ 1e-To Aaneko CTykHyI
JAATEN, CyXO U 3BOHKO, M 3BYK 3TOT MOBTOPWICS, OTPA3UBIIMCh OT X0AMOB. OHa OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a U
cKazania, 9to oHu psyioM. Hackombko Omm3ko? Ouenb. KacTeH yabIOHYJICA XOJIOAHOM, CIIOKOMHOM
YJIBIOKOM OXOTHHKA, YBUJIEBILIETO TOOBIUY.

— Torma HainéM, — cKasaJjl OH.
k ok sk
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ApeH ycIblIai rojioc paHblile, YeM yBUJET e€.

— ApeH Beiip.

On 3aMEpP, B)KABIIHNCh B MOKPLIC BETBH, U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IAJIbLIbI MapeKa BIIMJIUCh EMY B
TUIEYO C TAaKOW CHJIOM, UTO 3aHbLIa KOCTh. «He oTBevail», — OIHIUMHU Ty0aMu cKasas OTell, HO ObUIO
TMO3/IHO: KEHCKUI TOJI0C MPO3BYYa] COBCEM PsIOM, POBHBIN, CIOKOWHBIN, O3 TEHU TOPKECTBA, U B
3TOM CIIOKOMCTBUM 3aKJjIi04asiack Besl yrpo3a. OHa 3Hauia, 4TO OH 37ech. VIBHSK 3aurypiiuall, pa3aBu-
HYJICSI, ¥ MEK]ly YEPHBIMH CTBOJIaMHU TIosiBHIIach Jlnapa. OHa Obl1a oiHa, € JIyKOM, Ha KOTOPOM YKe
Jexana cTpesia, ¥ TeTrBa ObUla HATSHYTa POBHO, O3 IPOXKH, TaK, YTO OCTPUE 3aMepJio Ha ypOBHE
rpynu Apena. Borbliie 3a €€ CIMHOM HUKOTO He ObLJIO BUIHO, M ABUraJlach OHA OCTOPOKHO, HE U3/a-
Basi HU 3BYKa, CTaBsl HOT'Y C TOM BBIBEPEHHOU MSATKOCTBIO, IIPX KOTOPOI HE XPYCTUT HU OJJHA BETKA.

ApeH cMoTpes Ha He€, U MUP BOKPYT CIOBHO CY3WJICS /10 OHON TOYKU. OH OXUJaN YBUIETh
oxoTHHKa OpyieHa TaKUM, KaKUM €ro pUcOBaJIO BOOOPAKEHUE C CAMOTO JETCTBA: HEMOJIOIOTO, TSIKE-
JIOTO MYKYMHY C KECTKUM JIMLIOM, MOKPBITBIM IIpamamu. [lepen HUM crosiia KeHIMHA TPUMEPHO
ero Bo3pacta. TEMHBIE BOIOCH ObLIM COOpPaHBI Ha3a/ B TYTOH y3€J, OfekK/1a — MPAKTUYHAS, CEPBIX U
KOPUYHEBBIX TOHOB, KOPOTKUI ILJIAll] ¥ KOKaHas 3alllMTa Ha JIEBOM IpeIUIeybe, Y osica — KOPOTKUI
Meu ¢ IIMPOKON YEPHOM MOJIOCOM BIIOJb KJIMHKA. JIMIIO Y He€ ObUIO CTPOTHM, CKYJIACTBIM, C TEMHBIMU
BHUMATEJIbHBIMU T71a3aMH, ¥ B HEM He YMTAJIOCh HU 3J100BI, HU a3apTa — TOJIBKO COCPEIOTOUCHHOE,
MOYTH ycTasioe criokorcTBre. OHa He BBIMIIsAENa YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIH JIIOOUT yOrBaTh, U MIMEHHO
MO3TOMY ApeHy CTajlo He To ce0e: Takue oAy ornacHee Bcex. OHU He MONyYaloT yIOBOJIbCTBUS OT
Hacwusl. OHU POCTO CUMTAIOT €r0 HEOOXOAUMBIM.

— 41 He xouy npuuMHATH TeOe Bpen, — ckazaia Jlnapa, He omyckas Jyka.

Mapek TUXO 3acMesiiCsl, U CMeX 3TOT MPO3ByYall Cyxo U Oe3panocTHo. OH cpocui, 3a4eM
ke TOrjla OHa Ipuuuia, U JInapa, He 0TBOJA OT HEro B3IVIs/a, Ha3BaJla ero 1o uMeHu: Mapek Befip.
OnH otBetmI: «/loMmycTUM», — U TOrJa OHA OOBSCHMIIA, UTO i HyXKEH ero ChIH, YTOOHI 33/1aTh eMy
HECKOJIBKO BOIIPocoB. OTell Mpe1yIokuI 3aaBaTh BOIIPOCH! eMy, HO JIuapa ckazasa, 4To yXke 3HaeT
0 HEM JIOCTATOYHO, U, TTOKa Mapek Imaraj BIepéeN, BhIXO/sl N3-3a BETBEU, OHA MEPEYMCIINIIA 3TO CIIO-
KOI'/JIHO, KaK 3aYUTHIBAIOT OTYET: UTO OH CKpbIBaJI CbIHA ABAAUATh IIATH JIET, YTO OH 3HAJ O APEBHUX
MeXaHU3Max ropaszo OoJblle, YeM MOJIOKEHO MTPOCTOMY MacTepy, M UTO €ro KeHa 3Hajta 0 BeuHbix.

[Ipu cnoBe «xkeHa» MO Mapeka He ApOrHyJio, He UCKa3miock. OHO MPOCTO 3aKpbUIOCh, Kak
3aKpbIBAa€TCS ABEPb, 32 KOTOPOU MPSAYYT camoe Joporoe. JInapa 3ameTusia 3To U BCE e He OIyCThIa
r71a3, Ha3BaB uMsi: dimHa Belip. «He npousHocu ero», — ckazain Mapek Tak Tuxo, 4To ApeH ckopee
yragai cjoBa 1o rydam, yem ycibimai. OHa Crpocuiia moyemy, 1 OH OTBETHII, YTO OHA HUYEro He
3HaeT 00 ITOM KEHIIMHE, a TIOTOMY ITyCTh He TBITAETCs UCTIONb30BaTh €€ MMsI IPOTUB Hero. JInapa
YyTh OIYCTWJIA JIYK U CKa3aja, 4To He UCMOoJb3yeT. «Bce Tak roBopsiT», — OTBeTW]1 Mapek, U B ero
rojioce He ObLJIO HU 3JI0CTH, HU BBI30BA, TOJBKO IITyOOKasl, CTapasl YCTaJOCTh YeJIOBEKa, CIUIIKOM
YacTO CIIBIIIABIIETO OHU U Te K€ OOeIaHusl.

Torna Apen BriepBbie HapyIII Modanue. COOCTBEHHBIN IOJIOC MOKA3aJICs eMy UYKUM, CIIHUIII-
KOM BBICOKMM M JIOMKHM, HO OH BCE-TaKU CIIPOCHJI, YTO €l HY’)KHO OT Hero, 1 JInapa nosepHysa K
Hemy rosioBy. Mx ra3za Bcrperuinch. HecKonbko CeKyH HUKTO He JIBUTaJICs: BETEp KayHyJ BETBHU,
Y C HAX OOPYIIMJICS] XOJIOAHBIN 0K Ib, 3aIIypIIaB 1O JIUCThsIM. ApeH BAPYT MOHSUT TO, Yer0 HUKAK
He oxuaan moHATh. OHa Toxe OblTa HamyraHa. He uv — mHaue pyku e€ He ObUTA Obl TAKUMH TBEP-
AbIMH, — a TEM, YTO MOIJIa Y3HATh, €CJIN 3a4aCT ITPAaBUJILHBIC BOITPOCHI U ITOJTYYWUT HAa HUX ITPABOWUBLIC
OTBETHI.

Omna ckazana, 4TO OH JIOJUKEH MOUTH ¢ Hell B MoHacThiph OpzmeHa. OH crpocuil, 4to OyaeT
MOTOM, U YCTBIIA: «$1 He 3Ha10». «3HAUUT, Thl BPELIb», — CKa3aJl OH, U OHA TUXO BO3pa3uja, 4To
HeT. Torma nmoyeMy oH JOKeH el noBepsATh? Jlnapa Hoiro He oTBevyasa, U cTpejia B €€ pyKe He
IIEJIOXHYJIaCh, U KOIJIa OHAa HAKOHEI] 3ar0OBOPUJIA, CJI0Ba MIPO3BYYaIM HEOKUIAHHO IPOCTO: HE J1071-
*eH. OHa He MPOCKIIa O IOBEPUH, OHA ITPOCUJIA TOJIBKO, YTOOBI OH MOIIEN C Hel ToOpoBOIbHO. Mapek
paccmesiicss — rpoMue, pe3ue, — CKa3aB, YTO 3TO XOPOILIO IPUAYMaHo, U JInapa XoJ0HO OTBETUIIA,
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YTO MOXET NOCTYNUTh MHave. BoT Teneps s y3Hao OppneH, npousHéc oH. Eil nmprka3aHo npusectu
ApeHa. A eciu ToT oTKaxetcs? Toraa npuaercs 3aCTaBUTh.

— Th1 yObETH MeHsA? — CIIpoCcHT ApeH.

OH ycrbian coOCTBeHHbI BOMPOC Kak OyaTo co ctoponsl. [ambiiel JInapsl Ha ApeBKe Jiyka
e/lBa 3aMETHO CKaJIUCh, U OHA OTBETHJIA, UTO YObET, €CIM BBICHUTCS, YTO OH BeuHslil. A ecu He
BBISICHUTCs, TO HeT. Kak oHa cobupaercs 310 BeisicHUTE? OHa MmocMoTpesia eMy IpsiMo B Tia3a 0e3
’KECTOKOCTH 1 6e3 KoseOaHmii U ckazana: «Ects ciocoObl». Mapek marnys Buepé, HoJHOCTBIO 3aCTI0-
HUB cOOOM ChIHA, U TIOTPeOOBaII, YTOOBI OHA YIILIa ceilvac, MoKa 3To eme BO3MOXHO. JInapa kauHya
rojoBoil. OHa He MorJIa, TOTOMY YTO yke nonyuunna npukas. Ot koro? U BoT Torga, Buepssie, ApeH
YBUJEJ Ha €€ JIMLE COMHEHUE — KOPOTKOE, ITOYTHU HEYJIIOBUMOE, ITPOMEJIbKHYBIIIEE U UCUE3HYBIIIEE
TaK OBICTPO, YTO MOKHO OBLTO MPHUHSTH ero 3a urpy ceera. Ot Kacrena, ckazasia oHa. OH pyKOBOIWII
oxoroit. A Beime Kacrena? JInapa He oTBeTU/Ia, U €€ MOTUaHKe ObLJIO KpaCHOPEUrBee JIIOOBIX CJIOB.

Mapek BHUMaTEIbHO CMOTpEJI Ha HE€, U 110 ero JIMIY IPOXOAMJIa CTpaHHas IepeMeHa: CHavasa
MPOCTYNHJIA YCTAJIOCTh, TIOTOM MpayHasi KaJloCTh, Oy/ITO OH BUJEN Tepes coOoi He Bpara, a 4yeso-
BeKa, MOMABIIIeTo B TY e JIOBYIIKY, UTO M OH caM. «3HAYUT, Thl caMa He 3Haelllb», — cKa3ajl oH. OHa
BO3Pa3Wiia, YTO 3HAET JI0CTATOYHO, HO OH TIOKayaJl TOIOBOM. «S1 ABaAuaTh JieT ommobancs, — cKazam
Mapexk, 1 ero najiblpl COMKHYJIUCh Ha PYKOSITU YEPHOTO HOXa. — Bosbiiie He xouy». JInapa Mrao-
BEHHO BCKHUHYJIA JIyK, LIEMHYB «HE HaJ0», Mapek MOBTOPWII «yXOOu», U OHA OTBETHJIA «HE MOTY»
TaK TUXO, YTO CJI0BA MOYTH MOTEPSITUCH B IIIyMe J0K/S.

— Torna crpensi.

— OcTaHoBHUCh, — CKa3asl ApeH, IOBEPHYBUINCH K OTILY.

Mapex He oTBETWJI. ApeH LarHyJ1 Bepéd, MUMO €ro Iieva, u JInapa toryac nepesena crpesy
Ha Hero, Tak ObICTPO, YTO OCTPHE OKA3aJoCh B JIAIOHU OT ero rpyau. «He nogxoan». OH HAMOMHMIT
€il, YTO OHa He XOTeJia IPUUMHSATH Bpe/ia, U OHA MOATBEpAMIIa, YTO He XoTena. Torga mycTb omycTUT
opyxue. He MokeT, MIOTOMY UTO OH MOXET OKa3aTbCsl TeM, KOr'O OHa MILET. «$1 yesnoBek», — ckazal
ApeH. «4 3Hato». «Toraga Bc€ mpocro». Ho JImapa cMoTpena Ha Hero Tak, OyATO BUjENa HE €ro, a
KOTO-TO APYIoro, CTOSIIEro 3a ero CnuHoM, u ckazana: «Her. § Bunena 6eccmeptHbix. OHUM TOXe
KOTJ1a-TO OBUTH JTIOJIbMU> .

Mapek pe3ko Besnen ApeHy OTONTH Hasajll, HO ApeH He oTcTymui. OH yCIIbIIall, Kak B €ro
COOCTBEHHOM T'0JI0Ce MPO3BYYANIO YTO-TO HOBOE, TBEPOE, MOYTH UYKOE: OH CITPOCHII, BEPUT JIM OHa,
YTO OH OJVH U3 HUX, U YCIIBIIIAJ, YTO OHa He 3HaeT. «Torna nposepb», — cka3an oH. OHa HaxMy-
pUJIach U Mepecrpocuia, Kak, U OH HAIIOMHUII el o criocoOax. JInapa Moimuasa 101ro, a OH caena
emé 1iar, Tak 4To OCTPHE CTPEJIbl MOUTH YNEPIOCh B TKaHb pydaxu. «[IpoBepb». He Hano, oTBeTHNIA
oHa. [Toromy 4to eciiu oHa ommOETcs... OHa He 3aKOHYWIIA, 1 APEeH BIIPYT TIOHSLI, UTO BIIEPBBIE 3a
BCIO ITOTOHIO OHA Mo-HacTosmemy ooutcs. He ero. [ocienctuii: Toro, 4to npuaercs aearh, eciu
MIPOBEPKA YTO-TO MOKAKET, U TOTO, YTO MPUIETCSA A€aTh, €CJIM OHA HUYETO HE MOKAXKET.

— Ecnu s1 0ObIUHBINA YeJIOBEK, Tl OTITYCTHIIb HAc?

OtBera OH kJaJl TaK JI0JIro, YTO yCHes YCIbIaTh, Kak Kanaet Boaa ¢ BerBed. [lorom Jluapa
ckazana: «[Ja». Mapek pe3ko oBepHyJI K HeW roJioBy, HO ApeH He 3aMeTHJ1 3TOro, IOTOMY YTO CMOT-
pest ToabKo Ha He€. OHa MeJJIEHHO OITyCTUJIA JIYK, HE BBIITYCKasi €0 U3 PyK, M OCTPHUE TETepb CMOT-
peiio B 3emumio. «[lomHUME pyKy», — CKa3aja OHa.

Apen nogunHwiIcs. Jlnapa mogoIa CIMImKoM OJM3K0: OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3arax JOXK/Asl Ha e€
TJIaiie, 3armax MOKPOM KOXHM OT peMHeH M 4TO-TO el€, TOHKOe M YMCTOe, Moxoxee Ha xBow. OHa
B3s1JIa €0 3a 3aIICThe, U APEH B3/IPOTHYJI: TAJIBIBI Y HEe€ ObLITM XOJIOIHBIMU, TBEPIBIMH, C MO3OJISIMU
oT TeTuBbl. OHa NMOBEPHYJIA €ro JaJoHb K CBETY U JI0JT0 BIIsAbIBajack B He€. Hukakoii cBersencs
muHuA. TONBKO KOKa, UCTICIPEHHAS] TOHKMMU JIMHUSIMU CYAbOBI M CTAPHIMU [IPAMaMK OT UHCTPY-
MEHTOB, — OOBIYHASI JIAIOHb OOBIYHOTO YesioBeKa. «Bumumib?» — cnpocun oH. «Iloka Her». OH
HE MOHsLJI, YTO OHA MMeEeT B BUAy, U JIuapa, BblllycKas ero pyky, HOSICHWJIA, YTO UHOTJA IIPU3HAKU
NOSIBJISIOTCSA He cpa3y. OHa Moryia Obl OITpeIeUTh 3TO MO KPOBHU, HO He CKa3asia, Kak MMeHHO. Mapek
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BCTaJI MEX]ly HUMH, KOPOTKO U kECTKO OpockB: «JlocTatouHo». Eif Bc€ paBHO NMPpUAETCS IPOBEPUTD,
otBeTmia oHa. «He mpunércs», — ckazain oH. «Toraa nonpoOyii», — U B yroykax e€ ryd Aportysio
YTO-TO, YTO MOKHO OBLJIO TIPUHSATH 32 YCMEIIIKY.

— Tbl ynpsiMbIi, — CKa3ajla OHa ApeHy.

— MHe 4acTo 3T0 rOBOpUJIN.

— 4 Bepro.

B sTor MmoMenT 3a ciHo# JIuapsl XpycTHYyJa BeTKa. OHa MTHOBEHHO Pa3BEPHYJIach, BCKUIbIBAsI
JyK, a Mapek cxBatui ApeHa 3a IJIeYd U MOBAJIIII B MOKPYI0 TpaBy. CTpena poCcBUCTENA TaM, T1e
MTHOBEHME Ha3aJ OblTa rojosa JInapsl, v riyOOKo BolUia B CTBOJN MBHL. U3 jieca pa3fgaiicst KpuK, U
13-3a JepEeBbhEB BhIEXaIM TPOE BCAAHUKOB. Briepenu, mpuaepkuBasi pByIerocst KoHs, Obut KacteH.

— Hazan! — kpukHyJ1 OH.

Jlnapa oTcTynuia Ha 1miar, HoO He oOexkasa, TONbKO BKaJja TOJOBY B IUIEUM. APEeH IOCMOTPE
Ha OTIa, U Mapek, yke BBITAaCKUBasi HOX, KOPOTKO Opocuit: «bexum». OHU KUHYJIHUCH B JIEC, JIoMast
KYCTBI, CIIOTHIKAsICh O KOPHH, He pa3dupas JOPOry, a Mo3aay HapacTal TOMOT, JISA3T CTal U KPUKH.
Jlnapa pa3BepHyach 1 BBICTpeNIa — He B OErJIeloB, a B OJJHOTO U3 CBOMX, PBAHYBIIIErOCs UM Harle-
pepes: cTpena yaapuia B CTBOJ B JIAJIOHU OT ero JIMIa, U OH 3amep, noonenHeB. «He crpensts! —
KpuKHyJa oHa. — [Ipuka3 uzmenuics! JloctaBUTh KUBBIM | »

Kacren pe3ko noBepHyJ Kk Hell KoHs. ApeH 1 Mapek y:xe CKpbUIUCh MEXTy IEPEBbSIMU, U JIUIITh
3aTHXAIONIMN TPECK BETBEW BbIAAaBAJ HarpasiieHue ux oercrsa. OH CIpocui, ¢ yMa JIM OHa COILIA,
KaKoW emé MpuKas, ¥ OHA TIOBTOPHJIA: IOCTaBUTh KUBBIM. KacteH 3amep, OToMy 4TO 00 3TOM IpH-
Ka3e OH He 3Haj. JImapa ckaszasa, 4TO €ro OTgasl TOT K€, KTO OTJaJl HOBBIM IIPUKa3 eMy CaMOMY,
u KacteH oTBeTus1, YTO HUKAKOrO MpuKasza eMy He npuxoauio. OHa HaXMypusIack: 3HAYUT, KTO-TO
obomén ero. Kacren monro momyan, misas Tyaa, rae ucues Belip. B ero rasax MelbKHYIIO TO, Yero
JInapa panbliie B HEM HUKOrAA He BUaena. He 3moctes. TpeBora.

— BosBpamaemcs, — ckazan oH HakoHell. — HemeneHnHo. [Tycth OexuT.

— Ho Beiip...

— Temnepb s X04y 3HaTh, KTO IIPUKA3aJl €ro He yOUBaTh.

% sk ok

ApeH Oesxat 1o Tex 1op, MokKa JIETKue He Hayajid TOpeTh, a BO PTy He MOSBUIICS BKYC XkeJe3a.
Mapek 1mién Briepeiy, H1 pa3y He ONISTHYBIIUCh, U OHU HECKOJIBKO pa3 Maiajiu, LeTUIssICh 3a KOPHH,
MPOOUPATUCH CKBO3b MOKPbIE KYCThI, KOTOPbIE XJIECTAITH T10 JIUIY M pyKaM, TepeceKain HeOobIue
TIOJISTHBI, 3aJTUTHIe OJIeIHBIM, paccessHHBIM cBeToM. Hakonerr Mapek ocTtaHOBWJICS, M ApeH, TSIKeJo
ObIIIA, TPUBATIMIICS CIIMHOW K CTBOJTYy O€pé3bl U o3 Ha 3eMitio. HeCkoiIbko MUHYT OHU HE TTPOU3-
HOCHJIM HU CJIOBA: CJIBIIIHO OBUIO TOJBKO, KaK 3aMeJyIsieTCsl IbIXaHne, KaK KaraeT BOJa C BeTBeH U
KaK IJIe-TO OYeHb JAJIEKO, 32 JIEPEBbSIMH, 3aTUXAET LIIYM IOTOHHU.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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