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AHHOTaAMSA

MO3KHO JIM )KUTh BEYHO U IIPU 3TOM OCTaBaTHCS YeJIOBEKOM?

ApeH NPUBBIK CUUTATh CeOs1 OOBIYHBIM YeToBeKOM. HO omHak b1
JOpEeBHUI MEXaHW3M, HANIEHHBI Cpead CTapUHHBIX apTedakToB,
npoOykIaeTcs B €ro MPUCYTCTBUM W OTKpBIBAET TalWHY, KOTOpas
YXOZIUT KOPHSIMU JIAJIEKO 3a Mpe/iesibl YeJIOBeYeCKON UCTOPUH.

Bckope ApeH okasbiBaeTCs BTSIHYT B OMIACHOE POTHBOCTOSTHUE. 32
HUM HAUYMHAIOT OXOTUTHCS JIIOAU, O CYIIIECTBOBAHUM KOTOPBIX OH Jlake
He TO/I03peBal, a cielbl BeAyT K ApeBHeMy OpsieHy W 3arajouHbIM
0ecCMEepPTHBIM, CKPBIBAIOIIMMCS CPE/IU JIIONIeH YKe MHOTO BEKOB.

Bwmecre ¢ JIuapoit ApeH oTnpaBiisieTcs B MyTh, I7ie KakA0€ HOBOE
OTKpBITHE 3aCTaBJIsSIET COMHEBATHCS B TPOIIIOM, COIO3HUKAX M JlakKe
B COOCTBEHHOW NIPUPOJIE.

IToka OH MbITAaeTCs MOHATH, KEM SIBIISETCS] HA CAMOM JieJie, KTO-TO
13 OECCMEPTHBIX YKe 3HAEeT OTBET.

U 10T OTBET CrIOCOOEH U3MEHUTH CyIbOY He TOJBKO ApeHa, HO U
BCErO MUpA.
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I'naBa 1. Mexanu3zm

—

Hoxap Havancs eme no paccBera. CHavyasia OH ObUT ITOYTH
HECJIBIIIHBIM — PEJIKME Karlld NOCTYKUBAJIM 110 YEepEenuie Ma-
CTEepPCKOM, OYATO KTO-TO OCTOPOXHO Tepedupas majbliaMu 1O
CTapou IEPEBSIHHOM JBEPU, IPOBEPSIS, HE OTKPOIOT JIU U3HYTPHU.
[ToTom BeTep MOBEPHYII C PEKU, TIOTSHYJT 32 COOOM TSIKETTbIe HU3-
Kre oOnaka, ¥ BOJa XJIBIHY/IA TUIOTHEE, POBHOM CEpoy CTEHOM.
Kpsiiia 3aropopuiia cpa3y BCs: 3alllypllaja, 3aliumnesa, TOHKO
3a3BEHeJIa B TEX MECTaXx, i€ Yepenuliia IaBHO NiepecTasa jJexarb
POBHO U TJie AOK/II0 YAaBaJIOCh TPOOUTHCS CKBO3b NN, YTOOBI
yHacTh HA NOJ ITTyXHUMH, HETOPOIUIMBBIMU KaruisiMu. ApeH Beip
MIPOCHYJICS OT XOJI0/1a, KOTOPbIM MPUILIET BMECTE C ITUM 3BYKOM,
Y €IlI€ HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHMI JIEXKaJl C 3aKPBITHIMU I71a3aMHU, HE
JKeJasi IpU3HaBaTh, YTO HOYb KOHYMJIACh.

B macrepckon Beerna naxjio OqUHAKOBO: KEJIE30M, YIVIEM, Ma-
HIMHHBIM MAcCJIOM, MOKPBIM JIEPEBOM M YEM-TO €ILIE, YTO HEBO3-
MOXHO OBUIO BBIBECTH JIa)Ke MOCJIe cCaMOy TINATEIbHON YOOPKH,
— TEIJIBIM, 4yTh KMCJIOBAThIM 3a1aXOM CTapbIX BEILEH, JeCSITH-
JIETUSIMUA TTPOITUTHIBABIIKX CTeHbI. OTEl TOBOPUII, UTO ITO 3arax



HACTOSIIIEN pabOThl. APEeH CUMTall, YTO 3TO MPOCTO 3arax JoMa,
B KOTOPOM CJIMIIKOM MHOTO JIET YMHWIIY YyXKUe MTOJIOMKHU, U 4TO
CTEHbl CO BPEMEHEM BIUTHIBAIOT BCE, YTO MPOMCXOJUT BHYTPU
HMX, TOYHO TaK e, KaK BIUTHIBAIOT J10XkIb. OH Jiexkasn Ha y3-
KO KpOBaTH B JAJIbHEM YITIy 3a JOLIATON MEPEropoKoil, CIy-
I1aJ1 KPBIIIy U MBITAJICS MOHSATh, KOTOPHIM Yac. 3a MaJIeHbKUM
OKHOM OBbLIO TEMHO — CJIMIIKOM TEMHO Jaxe JAJIs 10K UIMBOIO
yTpa, — U TOJBKO TOHKAsI MOJIOCKA KEJITOrO CBETA IO JBEPHIO
MOJICKa3bIBaJIa, YTO KTO-TO B MACTEPCKOM yXke HE CIHT.

Apen Haxmypwics. Mapek OObIYHO BCTaBaJl paHblIe HETO,
3TO OBUIO B MOPSIJIKE BEILeH, HO B MOCJIEJHAE MECALBI OTel| BCE
Yarlie 3aKpbIBaJl MACTEPCKYIO C 3aX0JI0M COJTHLIA ¥ YXOIMJI K ceOe,
HE 3aIIs1/IbIBasi B BEPCTaK, He MPUOMpasi THCTPYMEHTHI, He Mpo-
BepsAs 3aKa3bl, KaK JeJIajl 3TO BCIO KU3Hb. OH U3MEHUJICA NOCTIe
CMEPTH DIMHBI, HO U3MEHUJICS HE Cpasy, a MeJUIEHHO, 110 KycOu-
Ky, TaK, YTO ApeH JI0/Iro He 3aMeyasl 3TOi NMepeMeHbl U TOJIbKO
TEIepb, ONIAbIBASACH HA3a/l, MOT pa3InyuTh €€ 3tanbl. CHava-
Jla oTel] IpocTo cTan Momyanusee. Ilorom nepecran e3nuTs Ha
OCEHHME SIPMapKH, Kya paHblle €311 KaXKblil ToJ], YTOOBI BbI-
MEHATh PeJIKMe JeTali Ha CTapblii MHCTpyMeHT. [loroM Havan
3anMparh SIKMKY, KOTOPBIE MPeXk/Ie He 3anMpaji HUKoraa. ApeH
IPUHUMAJ BCE 3TO 3a rope — OObIYHOE, TSIKENOE, JOJIroe rope
YeJIoBeKa, MOTEePSIBIIEro XKeHy, — U TOJIbKO MHOI/IA, B T€ pellK1e
MUHYTBI, KOI/Ja JIOBUJI HA ce0e OTLOBCKUIA B3IVIsLL, CTPAHHO Olie-
HHBAIOIIMI Y BUHOBATHIN OAHOBPEMEHHO, EMY MPUXOANJIO B rO-
JIOBY, UTO JEJIO HE TOJIBKO B 3TOM.



OH HarsaHyn pyOaxy, IITaHbI, CAllOTW, OTKUHYJ IIEPCTSIHOE
OJIESJIO Y BBILIEN U3 CBOETO 3aKyTKa, MOEKMUBAsCh OT CKBO3HS-
Ka, TAHYBIIEro BAOJb 1oJia. Mactepckasi BCTpeTuia ero npyBbIy-
HBIM IIOJIyMPAKOM: TEMHBIE CUITY3Thl CTAHKOB, JIJIMHHBIE TIOJIKU C
KOpPOOKaMH, POBHBIN PsIJT MOJIOTKOB M KJIIIEH HaJl BEPCTAKOM,
XOJIO[IHAS KeJIe3Has MeYb B YITIy, B KOTOPOUM HE OCTAJIOCh J1axke
yrieil. EqMUHCTBEHHBIM MCTOUHUKOM CBETa Obljla JiamIia Ha Bep-
CTaKe, U B €€ JKENTOM Kpyre, CIMHOM K HeMy, cTosi1 Mapek.

— Thl yero He cnmiib? — crpocun ApeH, noTupas riaa3a.

OtBera He mociegoBasio. Otell ObUT ykKe OfIeT — B CTapylo
HIEPCTAHYIO KYPTKY MOBEpPX pyOaxu, ¢ 3aKaTaHHBIMU JI0 JIOKTEr
pyKaBaMHM, Kak OfeBaJicsi, KOrja cooupaiicsi paboTaTh BCEpbE3,
— ¥ ApeH 3aMeTuJI, 9To cepeOpo B €ro BoJIOcax, eme HeTaBHO
elBa pa3InIuMoe Ha BUCKAX, TeTlepb MPOOMIIOCH TOPA3/0 1aib-
1re, OyATO 3Ta HOYb MPUOABUIIA €My HECKOJIbKO JieT. Mapek He
oOepHyJIC.

— ToI TOXE, — CKa3a71 OH HaKOHEl|, HETPOMKO, U ApPEeH OT-
BETWJI, YTO YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK OH pyraercs. «5 He pyraicsi». «3Ha-
YUT, elE Xyxe». Mapek mocMoTpes Ha Hero yepes miedo. B jmo-
001 Apyroii IeHb Ha TaKyI0 PEIUIMKY OH Obl YCMEXHYJICS, YToy-
KOM PTa, TOM MIPUBBIYHON CYXOM YCMEIIKOM, KOTOPYI0 APeH 3Hall
C JETCTBA M KOTOpasi O3Hadasa: JaaHo, 3acuntano. CerogHsa oH
He ycMexHyscsa. OH MpocTto cMoTpen, U ApeH, BAPYT OIIYyTUB
HETPUATHYIO ITYCTOTY MoJ, pEOpamMH, TMOHSI, YTO CITyYHIIOCh YTO-
TO HACTOsIIIEe — HE MOJIOMKa, HE HeY/IaYHblii 3aKa3, a HEeUTO Ta-
KO€, IS Yero y OTIa He HAIIUIOCh MPUBBIYHBIX CJIOB.



— Yr0? — cpocuit oH.

— Tlopoimu.

Apen nogomén. Ha pabodem ctosie, pacchimanHble 1Mo MmoTép-
TOMY JIEPEBY B CTPOTOM MOPSIJIKE, JIEKAIU JIETAIA CTApOro Me-
XaHU3Ma, U OH Y3HAJI MX Cpa3y — He MMOTOMY, 4TO KOTrAa-Iu0o
BUJIEN STOT TIPEIMET 1IETUKOM, a OTOMY, YTO BUJIEN TIOIOOHKIE.
BONBIIMHCTBO APEBHUX [eTasied, MONaJaBlIuX B MacTepCKYIo,
MPUXOIWIA K HUM U3 Pa3BaJIMH K BOCTOKY OT ropojia Uju U3 pyK
KPECThSIHCKMX CEMel, HAXOIMBIIMX UX B 3eMJIe TIOC/Ie BECeHHEN
paciyTHllbl, 1 APeH C IETCTBA HAYYWICS Pa3jinyarh B ITUX Ha-
XOJIKaX TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT OOIIErO 3aMbIC/Ia, KaK pa3inyaioT
MOYEPK OJHOI'O YesIoBeKa B pa3HbIX MUchbMax. TOHKME MIaCTUHBI
TEMHOI'O MeTaJlIa, MOXOK1e Ha yerylo. Kosblo ¢ Bbipe3aHHbIMU
reOMETPUIECKUMU JIMHUSIMU, CIUIIIKOM POBHBIMH, YTOOBI OBITH
JIeJIOM YesioBeyeckux pyk. HeGonboi nManHap, BHYTPH KOTO-
pOro He OKa3ajaoch HU Pe3bObl, HU OTBEPCTHS, — MPOCTO TJIAJ-
Kas IMyCTOTa, KaK y 3arne4yaraHHoro cocynaa. U nenrpanpHas ae-
TaJlb, JIEKABIIAsI 9yTh B CTOPOHE OT OCTAJIbHBIX, OYATO OTell He
PELIWIICS TTOCTABUTh €€ PSAAOM.

ApeH B3s1 €€ B pyKM — TPUBBIYHBIM, HEOPEKHBIM HKECTOM
YyeJIoOBeKa, KOTOPbIH CIIMIIKOM MHOTO pa3 IepkKall B MaJIbliax uy-
K1e MEXaHU3MBbI, YTOOBI OOSIThCSA UX, — U TYT Ke OTACPHYJI Jia-
JIOHb.

Mertas okazascs T€mibiM. He ropssunm, He 0O:KUTAOMNM, a
MMEHHO TETUIBIM, KaK ObIBaeT TETUIBIM KaMEHb, IIeJIbIH JIeHb ITPO-
JIe)KABIIMK Ha COJIHIIE, WJIH JIAJOHB CIISIIETO YeJIOBeKa. ApeH No-



CMOTpeJI Ha OTILIA.

— To1 e€ Harpen?

— Her.

— Toraa noyemy ona Témnasi?

Mapek niepeBEn B3MJIs1]] Ha €r0 PyKY, TOTOM 0OpaTHO Ha JIUIIO,
Y B 9TOM B3IJIsiJIe OBUIO CTMIITKOM MHOTO BCET0, UTOOBI pa3o0paTh
3a pas.

— 41 XxoTen cripocuth Te€ds O TOM *ke.

APpEeH OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICS IETAJI CHOBA, €/1Ba 33/1€B KOHUYM-
Kamu nasibieB. Huaero. OOBIYHBINA XOJNOAHBIA METAJUT, 9yTh IIIe-
POXOBATHIN, YyTh MACISTHUCTBIN Ha OIIYIb, HAYEM He OTIMYal0-
HIMIACA OT JECATKOB JIPYTUX JIETajieid, KOTOpbIe OH JepXKaj B py-
kax. OH 00XBaTHJI €€ JIAJOHBIO LIETMKOM, TTOHO0K AT, IIPUCITYIIIH-
BasiCh K COOCTBEHHBIM OIIYIIIEHUSIM, i CHOBA HIUETO — TOJIBKO
XOJIOZ], POBHBIA U PABHOLYIIHBIM.

— Moxer, OHa MPOCTO JOITO Jiekalla y eur, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Ileys He TonUIaCh BCIO HOYb.

ApeH oOepHyics. B yrimy meiicTBUTENBbHO CTOsIA XOJOIHAS
KeJie3Hasi Tedb, TEMHas1, Oe3KU3HEHHAs1, C IPUOTKPHITOH JIBEP-
Lei, U3 KOTOPOM He TAHYNO TeruioM. OH MoXas Iie4yaMu, XOTs
B 9TOM XeCTe He ObUIO HY KaIUIA HACTOAIIEN OECIIEYHOCTH.

— Torna He 3Haw.

Mapek momnya. ApeH NOAHS OJIHY U3 IIJIACTUH, MIOBEpTe e€
TIOJ1 JIAMIION, pasIJIsiAbIBasi €1Ba 3aMeTHbIE, Oy/ITO BblIaBIEHHbIS
V3HYTPH JIMHUM, U CIIPOCWJI, OTKYAA BCE 3T10. M3 ceBepHBIX py-
uH, orBeTl)1 orell. Kto npunéc? Crapuk n3 Kepna. 3a ckonb-



ko? HeBaxHo. 3Hauut, 10oporo, ckazajil ApeH, 1 Mapek, B310X-
HYB, IIPOU3HEC €ro UMs TAKUM TOHOM, KAaKMM OCTaHABJIMBAIOT
peOEHKa y Kpast oOpbiBa, U ApeH, TIOHSIB PYKH, COTJIACKIICS, UYTO
JaiHo, HeBaXHO. OH MOJIOKWII TIJIACTUHY OOpaTHO Ha CTOJ M Ha
MTHOBEHUE 3aiepkKaJl B3I HA PA3JI0KEHHbBIX JIETANISIX.

B 0ObryHBIN IeHb OH OBl YK€ CHJIeN HaJl HUMU C 3aKaTaHHBI-
MU pyKaBaMH, PacKJIaIbIBasi, CpaBHUBAS, MOAOUpPAst Ma3bl, OTO-
My 4TO COOMpPATh CIIOMaHHbIE BEIX ObLJIO ero JIIOOUMBIM 3aHsI-
THEM C TeX TOop, Kak OH ceOs moMHWI. EMy HpaBHJIOCH B 3TOM
YTO-TO IPOCTOE M HAAEKHOE, YETO HE XBATAJIO JIIOAAM. UenoBek
MOT CKa3aTh, YTO HE 3HAeT, KTO CJIOMaJl 3aMOK, MOT MOKJISICThCSI,
YTO He BUJEJ, KTO YBEN JIOMIAIb, MOT 3a0bITh COOCTBEHHOE 00e-
L[aHWE U YE€PE3 MUHYTY UCKPEHHE YAUBUTHCS, KOTJa EMY O HEM
HAroMHSIT. MexaHu3m ObuT uecTHee. Ecim miectepHs He Bpara-
JIach — 3HAYHUT, YTO-TO e Mermaio. Ecim npyxuHa Oblia ociad-
JIeHa — 3HA4YMT, OHa ObLIa ocadiieHa, U HUKaKKWe OIpaBIaHus
9TOro He MeHsuM. Eciii neranp He moaxoausiaa K COCeTHEH, JIs
9TOTO CYIIECTBOBAJIA TIPUYMHA, & TPUIMHY MOKHO ObLIIO HAWTH,
€CJI XBaTaJio TeprieHus. ApeH Joou1 npuyrHbl. OH He BBIHO-
CHJI Bellled, KOTOpBIe CIyJYaJuCh MPOCTO Tak, Oe3 0ObsICHEHU S,
Y UMEHHO MO3TOMY JAPEBHUE MEXAHU3MBbI PUTATUBAJIM €TO C Ca-
MOTO AETCTBA: OHU OBLIM 3araJlOYHbIMHU, HO He OE€CCMBIC/IEHHBI-
MU, Y [JIe-TO B IIyOMHE KaXJ0r0 U3 HUX HEMPEMEHHO KUJI TO-
PAJIOK, KOTOPBIN HY)KHO OBLTIO TOJILKO YMETh Pa3TJIsiIETh.

— ThI BCIO HOUb HAJL HUM CHJIEN? — CITIPOCHJI OH.

— Ilourn.



—n?

Mapek MeIeHHO BBIIOXHYI, M 9TO ObLT HE B3[I0X YCTAaJIOCTH,
a 4To-TO OOJiee TSIKENoe, OYATO OH HECKOJIBKO YacOB YAePKHUBAT
JbIXaHUE.

— He 3naro.

— 9TO IUIOXOHN OTBET.

— [pyroro Her.

ApeH CHOBa MOCMOTpeEI Ha LEHTPaIbHYIO AeTayib. OHa Obuia
pa3mMepoM MPUMEPHO C JIAAOHb, TEMHAs1, TOYTH YEPHAsi, HO MO-
BEPXHOCTh €€ He OTpaXkaja JIAMITy TaK, KaK OTpakaeT OOBIYHBINI
MEeTaJll: CBET He CKOJIb3UJI MO Hel, a OyITO BIUTHIBAJICS, YXOIMUI
BIJTyOb, OCTaBJIsIsl HA MOBEPXHOCTH JIMIIIb TOHYAHIINE JIMHUYA —
KpYTH, IpsIMble, IepeceueHus1, CKJIabIBaBIINECS TO B y30p, TO B
nrcbMeHa. HekoTopble 3HAKHM HAOMUHATA OYKBBI, XOTSI HU OTUH
U3 HUX OH HE MOT COINIOCTAaBUTh HU C OIHUM M3BECTHBIM EMY aJl-
(paBuTOM, U YEM [10JIBILIE OH CMOTPEJ, TEM CUJIbHEE €My Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO 3TO HE OPHAMEHT, a CJIOBA, TPOM3HECEHHBIE HA SI3bIKE,
KOTOPOTO OOJIbIIIe HUKTO HE TIOMHII.

— D70 He MecTHas padoTa, — CKa3a OH.

— Her.

— Dnaap?

Mapexk He oTBeTWII. ApeH NOAHSI I1a3a U BAPYT 3aMETUJI TO,
Yero He 3aMeyasl paHblle: OTel] CMOTPEI HE Ha MEXAaHU3M U He
Ha HEro, a Ky/1a-TO B CTOPOHY, B CyMpakK Yy CT€Hbl, KAk CMOTPST
JIIO/IU, KOT/1a TIBITAIOTCS BCTIOMHUTD JIABHUI Pa3roBOp.

— Oreun. 4 cripocui, 310 Dnaap?



— Bo3MokHO.

ApeH HalloMHMJI, 4TO OTEeL| BCEria FTOBOPUJI HE TPOraTh J1aap-
CKH€ BelllW, U YCJIbIIIAJ MMOMPaBKy: HE CTOMT TPOraTh Bellld, KO-
TOPBIX HE TIOHMMaelllb. «$1 MOHMMal0 MeXaHU3Mbl». «He 3ToT».
ApeH npucMoTpeJicsi K HeMy BHUMaresbHee. B ronoce Mapeka
3ByYaslo YTO-TO, YETrO OH PaHblle He CJbIa] HU pa3y 3a JBa-
JLaTh MSATh JIET: HE pa3jpakeHue, He CTpax, a OCTOPOKHOCTb,
Kakasi ObIBaeT y 4esIOBeKa, HECYIEero MOJHYI0 Yally Mo Y3KOu
nectHutie. OH CIIpOCKII, UTO OTell 3HAET, U YCIIbIIIAJ B OTBET, UTO
MeHbIIe, yeM xoTesn Obl. Torma moyemy coodpan? [lotomy 4to xo-
Ten y3HaTh. M y3Han? Mapek OTBEpHYIICS K OKHY, 32 KOTOPbIM
HO-TIPEKHEMY IITyMeJia BOJA, U [OCJIe J0TOro MOJT4YaHus1 CKa3aJl:

— Jla.

ApeH a1, He Toporsi. [JJox b O B CTEKJIO, KPbIIa MOCK PU-
nbIBaJIa MOJ BETPOM, I1Ie-TO B ITyOMHe J0oMa Karajia Bojaa. Ye-
Pe3 HECKOJIKO CEKYH/[] OTel| CKa3aJl TaK TUXO, YTO CJIOBA IOYTH
MOTEPSUTUCDH B LIIyME:

— OHO XJIET.
B macrepckoit crano tuxo. He To 4To0bI 10Xk IiepecTan —
OH JIWJ TO-TIpeXHEeMY, — HO 3BYK €0 CJIOBHO OTCTYMNHJI KY-

Jla-TO JJIEKO, 32 IPAHUILY CJABIIIMMOTO, M OCTaJIach JIUIIb IUJIOT-
Hasl, BSA3Kas THUIMHA, B KOTOPOW ApPEH CJbIal cOOCTBEHHOE
JapixaHue. OH MEJIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS, IOTOMY YTO He 3HaJl, Kak
elIé pearnpoBaTh Ha TaKWE CJIOBA, M TIOTOMY UTO yCMEIIKa Obl-
JIa €IMHCTBEHHBIM OpPYKHUEM, KOTOPOE Y HEr0O BCErJa OCTaBaioCh
MPOTUB HETIOHSATHOTO.



— DTO MeXaHu3M, OTell, — HAaoOMHWI OH. Mapek 3Hai. To-
rja 4To 3HAYMT «kJAET»? OH caM He 3Hal. ApeH 3aMEeTWI, YTO
OTell TOBOPUT CTPaHHbIE BEIU, U TOT CO BCEM COIIacuics. ApeH
XOTeJI OTBETHUTh, HO 3aMETHJI Ha KPalo CToJIa HeOOJIBITION JIUCT OY-
Maru, pUJABJIEHHBIN TSOKETBIM TaeuHbIM KJTlouoM. Ha HEM ObI-
JIM 3apUCOBAHBI JIMHUY LIEHTPAJIBHOM AETAIM — TOHKHUE, HEYBe-
PEHHbIE, SIBHO CIEJIaHHBIE 10 MaMATH, — a HECKOJIbKO CUMBO-
JIOB 3a4€PKHYTHI, ¥ OIUH, B CAMOM IIEHTpPe, 0OBEJIEH TaK CUIIbHO,
91O Mepo nmpogaBuio Oymary. OH B3sUT JIUCT M TOHSUL, YTO OTell
TBITAJICS YUTATh STOT MEXAHU3M, KaK YMTAIOT IUCbMO, U 4TO T10-
NbITKa KOHYWIach HU4eM. [louemy He ckazan MHe? — CIpOCHIT
OH. Mapek nofHsi1 1J1a3a, U ApeH BIIEPBbI€ YBUIE B HUX TO, UYTO
He cMor Obl Ha3BaTh Cpa3y: HE THEB U HE YIPEK, a YTO-TO TMOXO-
K€€ Ha BUHY YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM CIMIIKOM JOJITO OTKJIaIbIBall
MPU3HAHUE.

— [Totomy 4TO HE XOTe, YTOOI THl K STOMY MPHKACAJIC.

ApeH 3aMmep, U JIUCT B €ro pyke cierka aporuyi. Ho oH yxe
npukocHyJicsl. «Ilostomy Teneprs no3aHo». CoBa NMpo3BydaIv
TaK POBHO, TaK CIIOKOMHO, YTO y ApeHa Mo CcriuHe mpo0exai Xo-
Jo10K. OH MOJIOKWIT JTUCT 0OPATHO, OCTOPOKHO, OYATO TOT MOT
pacchInareCs, ¥ CIPOCHII, YTO OTELl UMEET B BUY, HO Mapek He
OTBETWJI, TOJIBKO CMOTPEJ HA HETO TaK, KAK CMOTPST HA YeJIOBe-
Ka, KOTOPbIM CTOMT Ha Kpalo Jibja, IlIE He 3Hasl, YTO JIEJ HavaJl
TpecKaTbCsl.

Torpa ApeH CHOBa OIYCTHJI B3IJISAl HA MEXaHW3M U BIIEpBbIe
32 9T HECKOJIbKO MHHYT 3aMETUJI CTPAHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO YITy-



CTWJI, YBJIEYEHHBI pa3roBopoM. Ha BHyTpeHHel CTOpOHE IeH-
TPAJBbHOTO KOJbIIA He OBbUIO CIIeNOB coenuHeHus. Hu pesbOsl,
HU T1a30B, HU KPENEKHbIX OTBEPCTUM, HU MaJICUIIUX IIIBOB, Ka-
KHe OCTaBJIsieT modast padoTa, rae ABe JeTald MPUXOIUTCS CBO-
1Tk BMecTe. Konblio BITISAIENO Tak, OyATO €ro OT/IVIIN 1elThb-
HBbIM, BMECTE CO BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, KaK OTJIMBAIOT €IUHbIA CIIU-
TOK, Y JIMIIIb IOTOM PA3/AEIUIN — HE PE3LIOM, HE MTUJIOU, a YeM-
TO UHBIM, Y€MY y HEro He ObLIO Ha3BaHUSI.

— Tsl ero He cobupay, — ckazanx OH THMXO0, 1 Mapek noj-
tBepawt: HeT. Cam oH cobpasics? Toxe Het. Torma 4to mpon3o-
1w10? Mapek noyomién 6;1mxke, U Jlamra OTOpOCHiIa Ha CTEHY ero
JUIMHHYIO HEPOBHYIO TeHb. «Huuero». «Hudero?» — «Jlo Teds
— H14ero». OH XOTe CIpOCUTh elIE, HO B TOT MOMEHT BHYTPU
MEXaHW3Ma 4TO-TO IIENKHYJI0. OQuH pa3, OYeHb TUXO, TaK TH-
X0, YTO B JIPYTrOM JI€Hb 3TOT 3BYK MOXHO OBbUIO ObI IPUHSATH 32
CKpMII CTaporo AepeBa. ApeH pe3Ko OTAEPHYJI PyKY U OTJISHYJICS
Ha OTIIA.

— Twe1 310 Cbrman?

Mapek no6mneHe, v 6JeJHOCTh 3Ta OblJIa BUHA JaKe B TYCK-
JIOM CBETE JIAMITB.

— Jla.

Bropoii memyok mpo3Byya riyoxe, TSKelee, CJIOBHO HCTOY-
HUK €ro HaXOAWICS HE B CAMOM MEXaHU3Me, a MOJ HUM, BHYT-
PY TOJICTOM CTOJIEILIHUIIBI, BHYTPY CaMOro JI0OMa, IJie-TO B TOJ-
111 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOsIa MacTepckasi. ApeH CMOTpen Ha
METaJlT, HE PEIasiCh MOIIEBEIUTHCS, U YBUIEN, KAK TOHKUE JIU-



HUM Ha MOBEPXHOCTHU LIEHTPAJIbHOW JI€TAIM HAUUHAIOT CBETUTh-
cs. CHavana eziBa 3aMeTHO, OyITO TO YEPHOW IJIaAX MPOBEIH
OCTPHEM, OCTABUBIIIM TIOCTIE CeOs1 BIKHBIN CEPeOpUCThIN CIIe].
[lorom oTU€TNIMBEE: TOHYAMIIIAS HUTh MPOLIUIA 110 OKPYKHOCTH,
3aMKHYJIACh, pa3Jeniach HA HECKOJIbKO OTBETBJICHUN U MOTEK-
JIa Jaspliie, Mo KOJbly, MO IJIACTUHAM, TI0 [JIaKOMY IIWJIMHAPY,
COeIUHSISI Pa3pO3HEHHBIE IETAJIU B €IMHOE 11eJ10€, KaK KPOBb CO-
€/IMHSET YacTH Tela.

Mapek oTcTyInumi Ha Iar.

— He Tporau.

— 41 He Tporaio, — cka3zay ApeH. ['onoc ero nmpo3By4as poB-
Hee, YeM OH OXKUJAJl, XOTsI Cep/lle Y:Ke OUIoCh Iie-TO B rople.

— Torna nouemy oH padoTaet?

Apen He 3Ha1. OH CTOSIT HEMOABUKHO, HE OTPbIBAsI B3IJIsAIA
OT MeXaHW3Ma, U CBET YCUJIMBAJICS, CTAHOBSICh POBHEE U ITyO-
’Ke. DTO He ObLT CBET OTHs: B HEM He ObLIO HU apa, HU JbIMa,
HU MeplLaHusl, HU ABMKEHUS TeHel 1o cteHaM. OH KWl BHYT-
pU MeTajlia, KaK XUBET MbICTIb BHYTPHU TOJIOBBI, U TIO MOBEPX-
HOCTH, COE/IMHSISICh MEX Ty COOOM, OeKayiv IMHUU, CKJIaIbIBAsICh
B CJIOKHYIO TEOMETPUYECKYIO (PUTYpY, CIUIIKOM IPABUIIBHYIO U
CITUIIIKOM YYyKYI0, 9YTOOBI OBITh TBOpEHHEM YesioBeKa. [loTom me-
XaHU3M U3[aJ1 3ByK — HE IETUOK U HE CKPEXKET, a KOPOTKHUIA,
r1yOOKUY TyJT, KOTOPBI ApeH MOYyBCTBOBA HE YIIIAMHU, a IPY/-
HOM KJIETKOM, OyATO KTO-TO HEBUAMMBIN MOJIOKUI JaJJOHb EMY
Ha peOpa M cJIerKa HaJIaBUI.

On cnenan mar Hazaj. LleHTpaibHas yacTh APOTHYA U MOJ-



HSJIACh HAJl CTOJIOM Ha HECKOJIBKO TMAJIBIIEB, TIOBUCTIA B BO3YXE,
ylepXuBaeMasi TeM K€ CBETOM, UTO BBIPHIBAJICS U3 €€ JIMHUIA.
Mapek BbIpyrajicsi — KOPOTKO, 3710, TaK, KaK He pyrajcsi mpu
CbIHE HUKOT/IA.

— Hagzan!

ApEH MHCTUHKTUBHO TOTSHYJICS K HEMY, U B TOT K€ MUT TIeH-
TpaJibHas JieTajlb BenbixHyJa. CBET yaapuil o0 MacTepCKOM, BbI-
TECHUB TOJIyMpaK, CTEPB TEHH, 3aJIMB CTEeHBI, MOJIKH, MOTOIOK
Oesoli, 0e33ByYHOIM BOJHOW. ApeH 3aKMYypUJICS, HO CBET IPO-
HUKQJI W CKBO3b 3aKPHIThie BEKHW, U OH HECKOJIBKO JOJITHUX Ce-
KYHJ] HUYEro He BUJIEN, HUYETO He CIIbIIAJ, KpoMe COOCTBEHHO-
IO IMyJbCa, TYJKO OTAABABILErocs B yIIax.

[Torom oH ycabiman rojgoc. He yenoBeyeckuii — HU MYX-
CKOM, HU KEHCKUH, HU IETCKUM, HU cTapuyeckuil. OH He 3By4aJl B
BO3/IyX€ MAaCTepPCKOM, He OTpakascs OT CTeH, He APOKaJl B CTEK-
J7ie okHa. OH BO3HUKAJ HEMOCPEICTBEHHO BHYTPH CO3HAHMSI, KaK
BO3HHMKAET MbIC]Ib, KOTOPYIO Tl HE TyMaJl, HO KOTOpast yXke MpH-
HaJJIEKUT Teoe.

BUOJIOTMYECKNI OTKJIMK OBHAPY KEH.

ApeH OTKpbUI T1a3a. Mactepckas Obuia 3auTa OebiM CBe-
TOM, HO HE CJICTISIIIIM, & POBHBIM, TIOUTH CIIOKOMHBIM, U B 3TOM
CBETE OH YBUJIEJI OTIIA, CTOSIBIIIETO HAITPOTHUB. Mapek He JIBUTaI-
ca. OH cMOTpen He Ha MeXaHu3M, a Ha ApeHa, U Ha ero Jiie
3aCThUIO BbIpaKeHUE, KOTOPOTO ChIH HE CMOT Obl Ha3BaTbh: TaM
OBLIU U yKac, 1 OOPeYEHHOCTD, M CTPAHHOE, ITOYTH 00JIerY€HHOE
y3HaBaHKe, KaK y YeJIOBEKa, YBUJIEBIIIEr0 HAKOHEI] TO, Yero /1A



CJIMIIIKOM JIOJITO, YTOOBI TIPOIOJIKATh OOSTHCH.

[TPOBEPKA.

Cepnaiie Apena 3abusoch yaie. OH XOTen Mo3BaTh OTIa, HO
rOpJIO CKaJIOCh, M MOJIyYUJICS TOJIBKO CIABJIEHHBIM BBIAOX.

— Orent?

Mapek He OTBETHUIL.

COBITAJIEHHME.

ApeH MoyyBCTBOBAJ XOJIOA B JIAJJOHU — He OO0JIb, He JKKEHMUe,
a UMEHHO XOJIOZl, TOHKMI W OCTPBIi, OYATO K KOXe MPUIOKUIN
TOHKOe Jie3Bue Jibaa. OH onmyctun B3misaA. Ha nagonu cHavana
HUYero He ObL10. [ToTOM y OCHOBaHMsI OOJIBIIIOTO MaJIbIIa TPOCTY-
W12 TOHKAasl CBETALIASACA JIMHUS, TOHBIIIE BOJIOCA, SpYE JIAMITBL,
¥ MEeJJICHHO TIOTION3/1a K HEHTPY JIaJJOHU, OYATO KTO-TO HEBUIM-
MBIT BEJI 1O €ro Koxe OCTPHEM, OCTABJIsAS 32 COOOU He paHy, a
ceeT. OH cxa Kynak. JIMHUS He Wcyes3na: OHa ropesja CKBO3b
NaJIblibl, CKBO3b KOXKY, 1 OH UYyBCTBOBAJI €€ KaX/bIM HEPBOM —
HE KaK MOBPEeXk/IEeHUE, a KaK MPUCYTCTBUE, KAK HUTb, BHE3ATHO
HATSHYTYIO MEXy HUIM U YeM-TO OECKOHEYHO JTAJIEKUM.

[MTOATBEPXIEHO.

MexaHu3M NMOAHSAJICS Bblllle. 3a HUM, TaM, IJie MTHOBEHHUE Ha-
3aj] OblJIa MyCTasi CTeHa MacTepPCKOM, OTKPbUIACh MyCTOTa — HE
ThbMa, 2 UMEHHO ITyCTOTa, ITyOWHa, JWINEHHAS TPaHUIl, — U B
9TOH mycToTe ApeH yBUAE ropoj.

He pyunsl. He ocbhinaBiiimecs: KaMeHHbIE OCTOBbI, KOTOPBIE OH
HE pa3 BUJEJ B CEBEPHBIX XOJIMaXx, Ky/la XOIUJI C OTLOM 3a CTa-
pbIM skesie3oM. ['opon. ZKuBom, OrpoMHbIN, HEBO3ZMOXKHBIN: BbI-



COKHMe OalllHM U3 CBETJIOrO KaMHS U MeTalIa, MOJHUMABIIINECS
K HeOy TaK BBICOKO, YTO BEPIIMHBI MX TEPSJIUCh B JIIMKE; CTEK-
JITHHBIE TIEPEXO/IbI, COSUHSIBIINE 3/1aHKsI HA TAKOW BBICOTE, YTO
OT OJIHOTO B3IVIS1/1a BHU3 KPYXKMJIACh TOJIOBA; MOCTBI, YXO/IUBIIIUE
M1y OallTHAMHM TOHKUMHU, TIOYTH BO3AYIIHBIMU TyraMu; Y-
1[bl, TI0 KOTOPBIM JIBUTAJIMCH JIIOIM B JUTAHHBIX CBET/IbIX TUIAIIAX,
HECIIEIIHO, OYTO UM HeKyaa ObLJI0 TOPONUThCs. Baosb cTeH T4-
HYJIMICh CBETSIIMECS JIMHUM, T€ camble, YTO OeKalli ceilvac 1o
MeTaJUly Ha CTOJIe, M BOJa TeKJia MO MCKYCCTBEHHBIM KaHajam,
npo3payHas M Tuxas, oTpaxas HeOo. Branu, Hag BceM 3TUM,
MOJIHUMAJIACh TIEHTpaibHas OaIlHs, a Hajl €€ OCTPO BEPIIMHON
BUCEJI KPYT CBETa, POBHBII U HETIOIBUKHBII, KaK BTOPOE COJTHIIE.

ApeH CTOsUT Mocped TOro ropojia, XOTsl MPEKPACHO TOHU-
MaJl, 4TO HAXOJUTCSI B MACTEPCKOM, YTO YYBCTBYET IO/l HOTaMH
JOIIATHIN IO, @ He KAMEHHYIO MOCTOBYIO, UTO JIOXKIb ITO-TTPEK-
HEeMY CTYYHWT IO KpBIIIie IJe-TO 3a MpejieiaMi TOrO BUICHHMS.
OH MoTIBITAJICA C/IEJIaTh IIar, HO TEJIO He CITYIIAIOCh, KaK He CITy-
maetcst Bo cHe. KapruHa mpuOnm3miack cama, 6e3 ero yuactus,
Y OH YBUJIEJ IUJIOIA/Ib, HA KOTOPOU CTOSUIU AECATKHU JIONICH, 3a-
NIPOKMHYB TOJIOBHI M TJISIS1 BBEPX, HA YTO-TO O'POMHOE, CKPBI-
Toe B HeOe, Yero OH He MOT pa3nisiaeTh. B Bo3myxe Haj muionma-
JIbI0 BHCENIa CTpaHHAs!, HANPSDKEHHAs THINMHA, U APEH MOJyB-
CTBOBAQJI, YTO ITHU JIIOAU YETO-TO KIYT — HE C PaJOCThIO, HE CO
CTPaxOM, a C TeM CJIOKHBIM, TSKEBIM YYBCTBOM, C KAKUM XKIYT
peleHusl, KOTOPOE HeJlb3s1 OTMEHHTb.

N3006paxkeHne n3MeHUIIOCh, OYATO KTO-TO MEPETMCTHYII CTpa-



Huiy. OH OKa3ajicsi B KOMHaTe ¢ OeIbIMU CTeHAMU, T/ie CTOSLI
MIPOCTOM CTOJI, @ BOKPYT CTOJIa — HECKOJIBKO Jirofer. Cpeau HUx
ObLIT MOJIOIOM MYKUYMHA C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, Ha JIULIE KOTOPO-
IO JIeKasa yCTajaoCTh YeJIOBEeKa, CIIMIIKOM JOJITO HE CIHABIIEro U
CJIMIIKOM MHOTO tymaBiero. [lepen HUM CTOST Takou ke Mexa-
HU3M, TOT K€ PUCYHOK JIMHMIA, TOT K€ POBHBIN CBET. My:K4uMHA
HOZIHSLT PYKY, M K HEMY MOIOIIUIA KEHIIMHA — BBICOKAsl, CTPO-
rasi, C BHUMaTeJIbHbIMU CEPbIMU IJIA3AMHU.

— Tsl yBepeH? — cripocuiia OHa, U OH OTBETHIL, UTO HeT. To-
raa nouemy npoposskaer? IloroMy 4To OHM yke Hadalnd. «ITO
He oTBeT». MyXuMHa MOCMOTpEJ Ha HEE JOJITMM B3IVISI0M, U
ApeHy MOKa3ajaoch, 4TO B 3TOM B3IJIsiAe ObLJIO OOJIbIIIe COMHE-
HUSI, YeM B JIIOOBIX CJIOBaX.

— Ecimm MBI OCTaHOBHMCSA cerdac, BCE, YTO MBI CHEJIAIH 10
9TOT0, OKAXKETCs1 OECCMBICTIEHHBIM.

ApeH He ycnpimain npopoikeHus. CueHa pacrasiia, Kak TaeT
JbIXaHME Ha XOJIOHOM CTeKJIe, U Ha €€ MecTe MOsIBUJIach Ipyrasi,
OT KOTOPOM y HEro cxxajaock Bc€ BHYTpU. CHer. Macrepckas —
Ta camasi, TOJIbKO 3UMHSISl, IPUTHXILAsA, C 3aMEP3LIMMHA OKHAaMU
U caObiM OrHEM B rneur. Ha KpoBaTu y CTeHsI Jieskasia sKeHIH-
Ha, YKPbITasl MEPCTSHBIM OJESIJIOM JI0 caMoro nopdoponka. OH
y3HaJI €€ paHbllle, YeM IOHS, YTO Y3HAET.

SnuHa. Ero marts.

OH pe3ko BAOoXHYI. Bo3nyx He nomen B JIErkue, 3acTpsijl rje-
TO B ropJie.

— Her... — nporenrai oH.



OH 1marnys1 Brepén, 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 TeJo NOCIyIanock. Marb
NOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY U MOCMOTpEJIa MPSIMO Ha HEr0 — TaKOM, Ka-
KOV OH MOMHMJI €€ B IMOCIIETHIE MECSIIIbI )KU3HU: CIUIIKOM OJiefT-
HOI1, CJIMIIKOM XYJO#, ¢ 0O0CTPUBILIMMMUCS YepTaMU U 3araBllIu-
MU BHCKaMH, HO C TEMHU K€ I71a3aMH, KUBBIMU, TEIJIBIMU, YIIPSI-
MBIMH, KOTOPBIE HE CMOIJIa TTOTaCHUTh Jake OOIe3Hb.

— ApeH, — npou3Hecsia OHa, U OH MPOTSHYJ PyKy, Mpo-
menTaB: «Mawma...» M300paxeHne AporHyso, Kak oTpaxeHune B
NOTPEBOKEHHOM BOJIE, HO rosioc €€ He nponai. «Eciu oHn ko-
r/1a-HUOYIb MPUIYT 32 HUM. ..» — CKa3aJia JJIMHA, U CJIOBA T0-
BTOPUJIMCh 9XOM, PacTSHYJIUCh, HAJIOXKUJIUCH IPYT Ha Jpyra, Oya-
TO MPOU3HOCUJIUCH HE OJIMH pa3, a MHOI'O pa3 MOJAPs/, B Pa3HbIX
MEeCTax U B pa3HOE BpeMsl, — «...He TIO3BOJISI UM OTBECTH €r0 K
BeunsiM». ApeH He noHMMaJl, K Komy. MaTh cMOTpeJia Kyaa-To
MHUMO HEro, CKBO3b HEro, Ha KOro-To, KOro OH He MOTI' BU/IETb,
¥ nipocuiia ero noodemarb. Yro umMeHHo? YT0 OH HE MO3BOJIUT
uM 3a0patb cedss. OH XOTen OTBETUTh, HO N300pakKeHNe UCUe3-
710. Ocrancs ToJIbKO YEPHBIH, ITyOOKHIA, Oe33BYUHBIH CBET, B KO-
TOPOM He ObLJIO HU BepXa, HA HU3a, HA BpeMEHU. A TIOTOM CHO-
Ba MPO3BYYaJl TOJI0C, POBHBII U 06€3kal0CTHBIN, U ApeH MovyB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK KaXJI0€ €r0 CJIOBO OTIIEYaThIBAETCS IJE-TO B CaMOM
DTyOMHE CO3HAHHUS:

HACJIEJHVK BO3BPAIIEH.

Apen nepecran gpimars. CI0BO OTIAIOCh B TOJIOBE I'YJIKUM
9XOM, pa30LUIOCh BOJIHAMM IO BCEMY TeJy, KOCHYJIOCh KakJ10-
ro Hepsa. Hacneguuk. OH He 3HaJI, Y€l U 4Yero, HO OTKYJA-TO



U3 TIyOUHBI MIAMSTH, U3 CaMOTO JAJIbHEro e€ yria, MOTHSIOCh
JIeTCKOE BOCTIOMUHAHUE, IPKOE, OTUETIIMBOE, OY/ITO €r0 HUKOTIa
U He 3a0biBas. EMy cemb jieT. OH CUIMT PSIOM C MaTephio y
OKHA, 32 KOTOPbIM UJIET TAKOW K€ IOk /b, U OHA JIEPKUT €ro Jia-
JIOHb B CBOEH, pa3ryisiapIBasi e€ nmpu cinadom cere. OH cripaiiiu-
BaeT: «[louemy y MeHs nanonb cBetutcs?» U ona myraercss —
Tak OBICTPO, UTO OH TOTJA HE YCIes MOHSTh, Yero UMEeHHO, —
OTAEPrUBaeT PyKy, MOTOM YJIBIOAETCS, CIUIITKOM OBICTPO, CITUIII-
KOM HaTsIHyTO, ¥ TOBOPHT: «Tebe IMmoKa3anoch».

Tenepp OH MOHSA, YTO EMY HE NOKA3aJI0Ch.

OH oTKpbUI I1a3a. MacTtepckasi BEpHYJIACh: BEPCTaK, JiaMIia,
TEMHBIE MOJIKH, XOJI0AHasA eub. MexaHu3M Jiekall Ha cTojie 0e3
JBVIKEHUsI, OOBIYHBIN KYCOK TEMHOTO MeTajlia, He N3y YalolHii
HU CBETa, HU Teruia. JJokap Mo-mpexHeMY CTy4all MO KpBbIIle,
Y STOT NIPUBBIUHBINA, OyJHUYHBIN 3BYK MOKa3aicsa ApeHy MouTu
OCKOPOUTEIbHBIM TIOC/IE BCErO, UYTO OH TOJIBKO UTO yBUaed. OH
TSKEJIO JIBIIIAJT, JIAJOHW OBUTA BJIAKHBIMU, KOJIGHU JIPOKAIIH.

Mapek CTosin y CTeHbl, TPUBAIUBIIKNCH K HEN CITMHOM, U JIULIO
ero ObUIO cepbiM. ApeH CIIPOCHJI, BUJEJ JIU OH, U HE cpa3y J0-
kaancs oreeta. «[la». Yto 310 6b1107 Mapek MpoBEN J1agoHbIO
10 JIWITY, ME/IJIEHHO, OY/ITO IBITAJICSI CTEPETh C HETO YTO-TO HEBU-
JUMOE, U CKa3aJl, 4TO HAJIESJICS, YTO ITOI0 HUKOTAA HE TPOU30M-
n€r. Yero umenHo? Yto oH ero HanaeT. Kto? Mapek noaHsiin Ha
HEro 171a3a, U ApeH BIIEPBbIE 32 IBAILATD ITAATh JIET YBUJIEN B ITUX
r71a3ax HaCTOSIIIUM CTpaxX — HE TOT MUMOJIETHBIN, YTO MeJIbKaeT
B JIMLIAX JIIOJEU ITPU IPOMKOM CTYKE WJIM BHE3AITHOW TEHH, a [JTy-



OOKMIA, JABHUI, 3aCTapeJIblii CTPax YeoBeKa, BCIO XKU3Hb JKJ1aB-
1IEr0 OIHOTO-€JUHCTBEHHOI'O JIHS.

— He 3Hat0, — ckazan oH, 1 ApeH Bo3pa3uji: BpET. Mapek
NpU3HAT: 3. ApeH MoAomEN Onuxe, M BHYTPU Y HEro 4YTO-TO
HATAHYJIOCH A0 rnpeaena. OH 3HaeT, mycTb cKaxeT. Mapek Moii-
YaJl, TOJIBKO JOX/Ib CTy4aJl, JJamIia MOTPECKUBAJIA, B YIIIy Kanajia
Boaa. Yto 3HauuT «HaceqHuK»? OTell OTBEN B3IVIAL U CKas3al,
YTO MaTh Obla MpaBa. B uém? B Tom, 9TO OH He JOKEeH ObLI
y3HaTh 00 3TOM Tak. A Kak Hajmo Obuto? Mapek 3akpbul I71a3a
Y MIPOU3HEC OJHO cIoBO: «Hukorga». ApeH no4yBCTBOBaJ, Kak
BHYTPY TMOTHUMAETCs pa3/ipakeHue, U Ha 3TOT pa3 OHO He ObLIO
MHUMOJIETHOU BCITBIIIIKOU, a TSKEION BOJIHOW, HAKOIIMBIIIENCSA 3a
rofpl. OH BCIO )KU3Hb IPUHUMAJT OTLHOBCKUE HEJJOTOBOPEHHOCTH
3a xapakTtep. Mapek He JTo0mI TOBOpUTh 0 TiporuioM. He mo6un
paccka3biBaTh 0 MaTtepu. He moOwnt oTBeyars Ha BOIIPOCHI O TOM,
OTKYyJa B MacTepCKOU MOSBIISUIMCh HEKOTOPBIE CTapble BEIIU, KO-
TOpble HUKTO HUKOT/IA HE TIOKYIMAJI U HE 3aKa3blBajl. ApeH AyMail,
9TO 3TO MPOCTO OOJIb, YTO Y HEKOTOPHIX JIIOJIEH OHA 3aCTpeBaeT
BHYTPY M HE HaXOIUT cJIoB. Terneph OH MOHsLI, YTO OOJb Oblia
b vacteio. [lox Helt nexano yto-To apyroe, Kyaa Oonee Tsi-
KEJ0e, UTO OTell HOCKJI BCE 9TH Tofbl, KAaK HOCST KaMeHb 3a Ma-
3yXOHU.

— K10 Takue Beunbie? — cripocui oH.

Mapek B31poruyi1, OyaTo ero yaqapuiu, u CIpocuil, OTKyJa OH
cIplIal 3TO ¢noBo. «Mama ckazana». OTell Moyasl Tak J0JIro,
910 ApeH pel, 9YTo OTBeTa He OyJeT BOBCE, HO TOT HAKOHeIl



npousHéc: «Jlrogu». D10 Bce? Her. Torpa uro eme? Mapek He
OTBETWJI. BMECTO 3TOro OH MOIOIIEN K JABEPA MACTEPCKOM, 3a-
KPBUI 3aCOB, TPOBEPUII, HA/IEKHO JIU OH CUAUT, IOTOM IPOIIENT
K OKHY U JIOJITO BIVISIIBIBAJICS B MOKPYIO TEMHOTY YJIUIIbI, OyATO
MBITAJICS PA3IJISIAETh B HEW UTO-TO, YETO HE MOT Ha3BaTh.

ApeH cripocuil, YTO OH JEJIAaeT, U YCIbIIAJ: TPOBEPSIET, OAUH
Jm oHHU 37ech. «Thl cepp€3HO0?» — «bonee yem». OH BepHYII-
csl BIJIyOb MAacTepCKOH, MOJIOMIEN K 3aJHed CTeHe, OTOABUHYI
CTapbli mKad, KOTOPBIM CTOSITT TaM CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO ApeH ce-
Os1 IOMHIJI, ¥ IOCTAJI U3-32 HEro HeOOJBIIYI0 HUIITY, CKPBITYIO
B KJajake. OTTyaa OH BBIHYJ CBEPTOK, 3aBEPHYTHIN B MOTEPTYIO
TKaHb, ¥, BEPHYBIINUCh K BEPCTAKy, MEJJIEHHO Pa3BEPHYJ €ro.
BHyTpu nexan kopotkuil HOx. HeoObruHbIi: j1e3Bre ObUIO TM0-
9TH YEPHBIM, HO HE OJIECTEI0, a TIOIJIOIIAJIO CBET JIAMITHI TaK XKe,
KaK TOBEPXHOCTh IIEHTPAJIbHOM JIETaIN, a PyKOSATh — MPOCTas,
0OMOTaHHas1 TEMHOU KOel, CTEPTOM B TEX MeCTax, rie e€ necs-
TUIETUSIMU C)KUMAJIA YbU-TO MaJIbIIbL.

ApeH 3Ha1 310T HOX. OH BUJIEN €T0 HECKOJIBKO Pa3 B IETCTBE,
ClIy4aiiHO, KOTAa OTell AyMaJl, YTO MaJIbYMK CITUT, U KOKIbIA pa3
CJIBILIAJT OJJHO U TO e€: CJIOMaH, He TpOorau, He TBOE JIEJI0.

ApeH HaloOMHUJI, YTO OTEl| Ha3bIBaJl ITOT HOX CIIOMAHHBIM, 1
Mapexk npusHaics: Bpan. On npunHagiexan matepu? Her. Ma-
PEK TOJIOXUJI HOX Ha CTOJ PAJOM C MEXAHU3MOM, U JJBA TEM-
HBIX MpeIMeTa, JiesKaBie O0K 0 OOK, BIPYT MOKa3aIUCh ApeHy
CTPAHHO MOXOKMMH, CJIOBHO BBIIIUIA U3 OJHON MAaCTEPCKOM.

— OH npegHa3HAYeH HEe IS JIIOJIEH.



ApeH MocMOoTpeJT Ha HETO.

— Jlnst koro?

OtBera He ObuTO. Baaneke ymapwi kosokon. OOBIYHO Tiep-
BBl YTPEHHUI 3BOH pa3faBaJicsl HaJ] TOPOJIOM, Korja JOXK/b yxke
ocjiabeBaJl, YMCTHIN, 3BOHKHI, OyATO BRIMBITHIA Bofor. CerogHs
3BYK OBUI IJTYXUM U PaCTSIHYTHIM, CJIOBHO KOJIOKOJI 3BOHIUT Yepe3
TUIOTHBIA TYMaH, U B 9TOM 3BYKe ObUIO YTO-TO TPEBOXKHOE, KaK B
MIEPBOM JIaJIEKOM pacKare rpo3bl.

Mapek BHE3alHO CKa3al, YTO UM HYXHO yxomuTtb. Kyna,
cnpocui ApeH, BCE elIE He B CJIaX OTOPBATH B3IVISI OT TEMHOIO
Hoka Ha crosie. Ha Boctok. Ilouemy umenno tyga? Iloromy 4yro
Ha 1or X OyAyT MCKaTh B MEPBYIO o4yepelb, — Mapek ropopui
OBICTPO, OTPBHIBUCTO, YK€ MBICIIEHHO TIepedupasi TO, YTO HYKHO
OBbLIO B3SITh W YTO OCTaBUTh. — Tam JIOpOTH IIMpE, TOPrOBbIE
TpPaKThI, TOCTHL. JIFOOOM, KTO 3HAET, YTO MBI YIIUTH, HAYHET C I0Ta.

— Kro «mob6oii»? Kto Hac Oynet uckath?

— Te, KTO 3HaeT, YTO O3HAYAET ITOT 3HAK.

Apen nocMmorpen Ha JagoHb. CeeTanasncs JMHNASA yxKe racia,
OnenHena, yxoauia BrIyOb KOXHU, KaK YXOIUT B TIECOK BOJA, HO
OH BCE €IlIE YYBCTBOBAJI €€ — TOHKYIO, XOJIOIHYI0 HUTb, OCTaB-
urytocst nox Koxeil. OH MOAHSUI [J1a3a Ha OTLA U CLPOCUJT THXO,
yKe MOYTH 3Hasl OTBET:

OH cnpocuii, 3HaJI JI OTell, YTO y HEro €cTh 3Ta OTMETHHA.
Mapek otBeTi He cpasy: aa. C nercra? [la. I mama 3nana? Jla.
[Touemy oHM emy He ckazanu? Otel HOCMOTpEN EMY B IV1a3a, U B
STOM B3IJIsijie He ObLIIO HY ONPaBIAHUI, HU TIOMBITKY CMSTYUTD



yaap.

— IloToMy YTO MBI XOTEJH, YTOOBI ThI IPOKUJII XOTsI ObI 1Ba-
JLATh MATh JIET OOBIYHON KU3HBIO.

310CTh, MOJHMMABLIAACA B ApeHe MHUHYTY Ha3al, BIPYT
CBEpHYJIach M MPEBPATHJIACh BO YTO-TO JAPYroe — TAKEIOE, XO-
JIOIHOE, MTOXOKEee HAa IOHMMaHKUEe, KOTOPOTo OH HE ITPOCUIL.

— MHe nBaguarh nATh.

— IosTOoMy OHM U NIPUIILIK.

CrnoBa NOBUCM MEX/ly HUMH, KaK MOBUCAET B BO3/yXE JbIM
T10CJIe BBICTpena. APeH XOTeJN CIPOCUTh, KTO UMEHHO «OHW», HO
HE YyCIes: C YJULBl JOHECCA 3BYK, KOTOPOrO B 3TOT 4ac 3[€Ch
HE JIOJDKHO ObUIO ObITh. KOHCKOE KOMBITO MO MOKPBIM KaMHSM.
OnuH yaap, MOTOM BTOPOU, pa3MepeHHbI, HeCIeITHbIA, OyITO
BCAJIHUK €XaJl, HUKYJa HE TOPOIIACh, TOYHO 3Has, Ky/la Halpas-
nsiercs. O6a 3amMepiy 1 pa30M TIOCMOTPEU Ha JIBEPb.

Jloxp MPOAOJKAI WATH, POBHBIM U TUIOTHBIM. ApeH Mea-
JIEHHO, CTapasich HE CKPUIETh MOJIOBULIAMM, MOAOIIEN K OKHY U
OCTOPOXXHO OTOABUHYJI KpaellieK 3aHaBeCKH. YJmiia ObljIa ImycTa.
Mokpas gopora Gnecresia B cepoM IMpegyTpPeHHEM CBETe, TEM-
HBIE JIOMa CTOSIJIM POBHOM LIETIOYKOM, BJIOJIb KAHAB HECJIUCh MYT-
HbIE TIOTOKH BOJIbl, YHOCSI ¢ COOOW MyCOp U OIaBIINE BETKU.

— Huxkoro, — npomenran oH. Mapek Momowen Kk Hemy U
cpocui, yBepeH Jid oH. «Ila». — «Ortouan». ApeH OTOIIEN.
Mapek noracui 1amity, ¥ MacTepckas orpy3usach B IoIyMpak,
B KOTOPOM OYEpPTAHUsA CTAHKOB U MOJIOK CTaJIM HEpa3InYMMbl-
MH, a COOCTBEHHOE JbIXaHHEe — ONITyIIUTETbHBIM. Heckombko



MUHYT OHM CTOSUIA HETIOJBVIKHO, BeaymmBasick. Huuero. Tomb-
KO JJOK/Ib, TOJBKO Kamaomiasi rae-To BOja, TONBKO CTyK MX COO-
CTBEHHBIX ceppell. [IoToM ¢ yauibl JOHECCS TUXHIA CKPUTT — HE
IIary, He KOMbITa, a YTO-TO BPOJIe B30Xa JAepeBa Mo YbUM-TO
BeCOM. ApeH CHOBA BBITJISIHYJI B OKHO.

Ha mpoTHBOMNONIOKHOW CTOPOHE YJWIIBI, HAITPOTUB MacTep-
CKOM, CTOSIT YeJIoBeK. BbICOKMIA, HETIOJBUKHBIN, B JITTAHHOM Ce-
POM IIalle, IPOMOKIIIEM IO HUTKH, HO He TIOTEPSIBIIIEM OT STOTO
HU €IMHOM CKJIJIKH, KaK Oy[TO TKaHb OblIa HE TKAHBIO, a BBIPE-
3aHHBIM U3 KaMHS U3BasiHUEM. JIUII0 ero CKphIBaJI IITyOOKHH Ka-
miormoH. OH He BUTajICs, He CMOTPEJ 110 CTOPOHaM, He TTBITAJICS
YKPBITBCSI OT JI0K/1s1, U UTO-TO B 9TOUM HEMOABMKHOCTU OBLIO Ha-
CTOJIbKO HEECTECTBEHHBIM, UTO Y ApeHa MepexBaTUJIo JIbIXaHe.
OH MOpPrHyJI — BCEro OfMH pa3, Ha JOJII0 CeKyHbl, — U KOr/a
OTKpBLI IJ1a3a, yauiia Oblia MmycTa.

— Orelrr. ..

— 4 Bunen.

Mapek yxe gepxail Hox. JIe3Bue B ero JiaJJoH! Ka3ajaoch Ipo-
JOJDKEHUEeM PyKH — YEpHOE, CIIOKOMHOE, TOTOBOE.

— OH Buzen Hac?

— Jymaro, na.

— Toraa noyemy ymén?

Mapek miepeBEn B3IVISAA Ha CTON, Te JiekKadl MEXaHu3M —
MEPTBBIN, TEMHBIN, OECIIONE3HbIN Ha BUJI, — U OTBETHJI TUXO:

— IMotomy 4to emy Gosbilie HE HYKHO OBLIIO OCTAaBAThCSI.

ApeH MoUYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOJ MPpoOUpaeTcst moja pyoaxy,



BJI0JIb TIO3BOHOYHMKA, K 3aThUIKY. OH XOTeJ CIPOCUTh, YTO ITO
3HAYUT, HO OTeIl ke ObICTPO 3aBOPAYMBAJI HOX B TKaHb, U JBH-
KEHUSI €r0 CTAIM PEe3KUMH, OTTOUEHHBIMU — JIBUKEHUSIMU Ye-
JIOBEKA, KOTOPBI OYEHb JaBHO FOTOBUJICS K TAKOMY JHIO U J€-
CAAITKM pa3 MPOKPYUMBAJ €T0O B IOJIOBE.

— Cobupaii Ben, — Besien oteir. [Ipsmo ceituac? Ceiivac.
Mosxket, xots1 Obl... Her. Otern... Apen! OH MOBBICKIJI TOJIOC
BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOIO JieT. He KpMKHYI — IPOCTO MPOU3HEC UM
TakK, 4TO OHO yAApWJIO, KaK XJBICT. ApeH 3amonyai. Mapek no-
JOUIET K HEMY U MOJIOKWII TSKEITYIO JIAJOHb HA TUIEYO, U B 3TOM
kecTe ObUIO OOJIBIIIE, YEM B JIIOOBIX OOBSCHEHUSIX.

— Tocnymaii MeHsi. BHumaTtesnbHo.

ApEH KHUBHYIL

— Ecnu KTo-HUOY/Ib CIIPOCHT, KTO Thl, — Thl HUYETO He 3Ha-
emb. Thl MexaHuK. CblH MeXaHHMKa. Thl HUYETO HE BUJIET U HU-
Yero He CJIbIIIAJ.

— Ho...

— Ecimm yBuayie monen B cepoM — yxoau. He pasroapu-
Bal, HE OIJIsI/IbIBANCS, HE MbITAKCS BBISICHUTh, YETO OHU XOTSIT.

— Kro onn?

— HeBaxHo.

— A eciv OHM HaUAyT Hac?

Mapek nocMoTpes eMy NpsiMo B I71a3a, 1 ApeH YBUJIEN B HUX
PElIMMOCTh, OT KOTOPOM eMy CTaJio CTpalllHee, YeM OT JI0O0ro
KpUKA.

— Torpa 6eru, — ckazan Mapek. A on cam? OTell OTBEpHYJI-



Cs1 ¥ TOJIBKO TIOCJIE JIONTOM May3bl MPOU3HEC, YTO 3aAEPKUT UX.
ApeH TOHSIT BCE cpasy, 0 KOHIa, 06e3 cJoB, U cKasar: «Her».
V Hero HeT BbIOOpa. «Y T1e0s Toxe». Mapek yibsiOHysics. Crnabo,
MOYTH HE3aMETHO, YToJIKaMu I'y0, 1 3Ta yablOKa BIPYT cenana
€ro JIMIIO TAKUM YCTaJIbIM U TAKUM POJHBIM, UTO Y ApeHa 3allie-
MUJIO B TPYIH.

— Tenepb Thl TOBOPUIIIL KaK MaTh.

UYepes uac OHM BBIILUIM U3 MacTepckou. ['opo ele crnai: craB-
HU Ha OKHAaX OBbLIM 3aKPBITHI, B TIEpEYJIKaX HE BCTPETHIIOCH HU
OJTHOM JKMBOW AYIIIN, TOJILKO OPOJSTUMIA TTEC TTPOBOMIT MIX PABHO-
JYITHBIM B3[JISIOM W3-TIOA Kpbuiblia. JJoXkap cTam Menkum, mo-
YTU BECEHHUM, U B €TI0 KOCBIX CTPYSIX U3PENKa MEJIbKAIH PEeIKUe
CHE)XUHKH, TYT ke TaloIlre Ha MOKPOW MOCTOBOM. ApeH HEC J0-
POXKHYIO CyMKY, Mapek — cTapblil KOXKaHbI MEIIOK C UHCTPY-
MEHTaMH, TOT CaMblil, C KOTOPHIM XOAWUJI Ha SIpPMapKH, MOKa He
nepectai Tyaa e3autb. OHU He B35JIM HUYETO JIMIIHETO: HU 3a-
[MACHBIX JeTajlel, HA CEMENHBIX BEIEH, HU JI€HET OOJIBIIIE TOrO,
YTO MOIJIO TOHAIOOUTHCS B mepBbie AHU. OTell CIOKUT B Me-
IIOK HOX, JIUCT C 3apUCOBAHHBIMU 3HAKAMM U BCE YaCTH MeXa-
HU3Ma, 3aBEPHYB UX B [TPOMACIIEHHYIO TKaHb, 1 ApeH, HaOmmonas
32 STMMU TOPOIUIMBBIMU, TOUHBIMU JBMKEHUSIMU, TIOUMAT ceOst
Ha MBICJIH, YTO BIIEPBbIE BUAUT OTIA TAKUM, KAKUM TOT, BEPOSIT-
HO, ObUI MHOTO JIET Ha3a/[, 40 MAaCTEPCKOM, 10 DIUHBI, 10 BCETO,
YTO OH BBIOpAs 3a0bITh.

[Mepen Tem Kak 3aKkpwITh OBEph, ApeH oOepHyscs. Macrep-
CKasl BHIIVISJIENIA TaK ke, KAK BCEr/ia: BEPCTaK C TYCKJIBIM OT BO3-



pacra JepeBOM, XOJNOAHAsl MeYb, JUIMHHBIE MOJKH C KOpOOKa-
MU, CTapble HTHCTPYMEHTBI Ha CBOUX MECTaXx, IIATHO MacJa BO3JIe
CTEHBI, KOTOPOE HUKOIJa HE yAABAJIOCh BBIBECTU /10 KOHIA. OH
IIPOKWJI 3J€Ch TIOYTH BCIO KU3Hb, 3HAJI KaXIYI0 JOCKY, KaXKIyIO
LapanyvHy Ha CTOJIELIHMIIE, KaXAbl CKPUIT TIOJIOBULIBL. Tenepb
€My Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha 4yKO€ MECTO, Ha IEKOPALHIO,
OCTaBJIEHHYIO KEM-TO JPyTMM, U OT 3TOrO YyBCTBA K rOpJIy MOJ-
KaTWUJI KOMOK, KOTOPBII OH HE MO3BOJINI ce0e MPOIJIOTUTb.

Mapek 3anep aABepb, CpATaIl KJII0Y B KAPMaH U, HE OIJIs/1bIBa-
ACh, IOEN Brepén. OHM IBUHYIMCh HA BOCTOK IO ITYCTOU YJIH-
1€, MUMO TEMHBIX JIOMOB, MMMO 3aKPBITBIX JIJABOK, MUMO KOJIOJI-
112, y KOTOPOro ApeH Korja-To B JEeTCTBe pa3oui KojeHo. OH
HECKOJIBKO pa3 OIJISHYJICS, HO 32 CIMHOW HUKOTO He OBUIO, TOMb-
KO MeJIeHa JOXK A Ja NaJIEKUE CUTYIThl KpbIll. OIHAKO KOTrja OHU
CBEPHYJIU 32 NMOCeAHUI oM U ApeH Opocuil B3IVIsAA Ha3a B [0-
CJIETHUM pa3, OH YBUJEJ HA KPBILLE 3[JaHNs HAITPOTUB, HA CAMOM
Kpawo, HenoaBuxHy0 ¢urypy. Cepblil miail. ToT ke yenoBexk.
OH CTOSJT TaK ke, KaK CTOsLI Ha yJIHUIIe, — MPSIMO, CIIOKOWHO, 6e3
MaJIeMIIEro ABUKEHUS, — U CMOTpPEJI UM BCJIENI.

ApeH ocraHoBwiIcsl. Mapek, He 000paunBasich, CIPOCKJI, YTO
CJIy4UJIOCh, U YCIIBILIAJL: TaM KTO-TO CTOUT. «$] 3Ha10». OH *ke ro-
BopwI, 4to... «He cmorpu». ApeH Bcé paBHO nocmorpein. du-
rypa ucuesjnia — He yIIlia, He CKpbUIach 3a TPyOOi, a MpOCTO Iie-
pecraa ObITh TaM, OYATO 0%k /Ib HA MTHOBEHHE CTEP €€ U3 MHpa.
OH cI710THYJI ¥ TOWIEN JaJIbllie, CTapasiCh HE YCKOPATH L1ar, 4To-
OBl HE BBIIATh TOTO, KaK CHJIBHO Y HEro APOXKaT KOJIEHH.



K nonyaHio ropop ocraiicsi jajneko no3ajiu, pacTBOPUIICS B ce-
POM IBIMKE JTOK/IS1 U PACCTOSIHUS, M OCTaIach TOJIBKO AOpOra —
packuciasi, mycrasi, TAHyBIIasiCsl BAOMb PeKU Ha BOCTOK. OHuU
MOYTH He pasroBapuBasii. Mapek mEn Brepeau ObICTPbIM, POB-
HBIM 11IarOM, HE TpaTsl CWJI Ha JIMIIIHKE CJI0Ba, U ApEHY MPUXO-
JWJIOCh TIPHOABTIATH X0y, YTOOBI He oTcTath. K Beuepy Hauasics
HACTOSIIIINIA IO b, TSOKETBIN U XOJOMHBIN, U KOTaa He0O COBCEM
MOTEMHEJIO, a BOJa MOTEKJIa 32 BOPOTHUK, OHU HAKOHeIl 100pa-
JICh JIO CTApOW MPUIOPOKHON YACOBHU — HEOOJIBITION, ITOKO-
CHBIIICHCS, C OOBAIMBIIENCS YaCThIO KPBIIIIY ¥ CTEHAMHU, TIOPOC-
MMM MXOM. BHYTpM maxjio ceIpoCThIO M KamMHeM. Mapek Ha-
IIEN B YIJTy HEMHOT'O CYXHX IIENOK, pa3BEN HEOObIIION OTOHb, U
KENTHIE OTONECKH 3aIlIsICalIi HA TIOTPECKABIIISHCS ITyKaTypKe,
ocBelas OCTaTKU APEBHEN POCIMUCHU: YbU-TO JIMIA, PyKH, 3BE3-
Ibl, CTEPTBIE BPEMEHEM JI0 €/1Ba Pa3IMUMMBbIX TEHEM.

ApeH cell y CTeHbI U CTaJl pacCMaTpyBaTh JaloHb. JInHus uc-
yessia, Koka Oblla YMCTOM, IVIAJKOM, HUYEM HE OTIMYAIOIENCS
OT KOXHM Ha JIpyrou pyke. Ho oH BcE eme yyBcTBOBalI €€ — He
IJ1a3aMH, a YeM-TO UHbIM, BHYTPEHHUM, TOHKOW HUTHIO, OCTaB-
1Iefics moj, Koxel u ¢nabo, pOBHO MYJIbCUPYIOIIEH B TAaKT Cep-
my.

— Oren, — no3Ban ApeH, W, JOXJABIINACh OTKJIMKA, CIIPO-
CHJI, BUJIEJT JIA TOT KOraa-HUOyab Dnaap. Mapek Aoaro Momyai,
IJIsi/1sl B OTOHb, U ApEeH yke pelIny, 4yTo OoTBeTa He Oyner, HO
yensimat: «Her». Ho 3Haer o HéM Gombinie, uem rosopui? [a.
3Haer, rae oH Haxoautcsa? HeT. «Aspan?» Ortell pe3Ko MOmHsLI



TOJIOBY, ¥ OTOJIECK OTHSI HA MTHOBEHHE BCIIBIXHYJI B €T0 IJla3ax.
Otkyna emy 3HakoMo 310 Hazanue? OH ero Bugen. I'ne? Bo Bpe-
Ms BujeHus. Ha3BaHue npunuio caMo — 51 HE 4YMTajl, He ClIbl-
maj. [Ipocto 3Ha, 4TO 3TO rOpof, KOTOPbIN 51 BUJEN.

Mapek HUYEro He cKazal, U ApeH MPOIOJIKUI, MEIJIEHHO,
BCIIOMUHAS:

— Tam Obin GatHy. Jliony B cBeTbIX miamax. [hnomans. A
MIOTOM KOMHATa, ¥ B HEN MYy’KUMHA C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U yCTa-
JbiM oM. OH CTOsUT Tiepesl TakuM ke MexaHu3moM. C HuUM
ObLTa KEHINMHA, ¥ OHA CIIPOCHUIIA, YBEPEH JIU OH.

— Yo eme?

— Bboubiie Huyero. Tosbko ymno. A 3arnomHun ero.

OH 3amomyalt, cooupasich C MBICISIMHU, U BAPYT MOHSUI, YTO
3HaeT uMs. OHO He ObLIO MPOU3HECEHO B BUJICHHUH, HO BCILIBLIO
U3 [TyOUMHBI, KaK BCIUIBIBAET 3a0bITOE CJIOBO, KOT/a MepecTaéiilb
€ro UCKaTh.

— 1 Bunen ApxeHa, — cka3zasl ApeH. Mapek noOJeIHelN Tak
PE3KO, 4TO TOT HEBOJILHO noaaiics Brepen. OTKyaa eMy 3HAKO-
Mo 310 uMsi? OH ObLT TaM, ApeH yBepeH. OTell OImyCTIIT B3IJIS
Ha Or'OHb, U Ha €ro JIMIE B HEPOBHOM CBETE CTAJIO 3aMETHO, KaK
DIyOOKO 3aJIerI MOPIIUHBI BOKPYT pTa.

— Torga BcE xyxe, yeM g nymain, — ckazaj Mapek. Kto Ta-
kol ApxeH? OH OTBETHJI THXO, OyATO OOsICS, YTO CTEHBI Ya-
coBHM ycabiar: «Ilepsblit». [lepBbiii — KT0? «beccMepTHBI».
ApeH cmotpen Ha Hero. CHapy:xu OyIieBai JOXIb, BETEp HIBbI-
P71 BOLY B MPOJIOM KPBIIIH, Y KAILUIW IIWIENH, NaJas Ha YU Y



caMoro KocTpa.

OH cripocu, CyIIECTBYIOT i1 OeCCMEpTHBIE Ha CAMOM [Iefie,
u Mapek kuBHyJ. U oHM 3HaoT 0 HEM? «Tenepp — na». ApeH
XOTeJI CIIPOCUTb €1LE, HO OTEL] BHE3AITHO MOJHSLJI TOJIOBY U 3aMED,
BC/IyIIMBasCh. B TEMHOTE 3a POJIOMOM B CTE€HE YTO-TO MEJIbK-
HYJIO — HE TEHb, & OTIOJIOCOK TEHU, HAMEK Ha ABMKEeHHE. Mapek
CXBaTWI HOX, OJJTHUM PbIBKOM MOHSJICS HA HOTH.

— Cuau 31ech.

— Kr0 Tam?

— He 3naro.

OH BbIIIIEN U3 YACOBHU, OECIITYMHO, KaK BBIXOJIUT OXOTHUK B
Jiec, 1 ApeH ocTalicsl OMH, Cllylliasi, Kak MOTPECKUBAET OTOHb U
OapabaHuT 1o KamHsM J10k1b. [Iporia munyTa. [ToTom BTOpasi.
Bpemsi pacTsiHyIOCh, CTaJIO JIUTIKUM U TATYYUM, U OH JIOBHJI Ce0s1
Ha TOM, 4TO CUMTAET COOCTBEHHBIE yAaphl cepara. Hakounerr cHa-
PYKY MOCJIBIIIAJIUCD 111ard, pa3MEepeHHbIe, 3HAKOMBIE, U B IPO-
€Me nokazayicsi Mapek, MOKPBIN 10 HUTKH, C YEPHBIM HOKOM B
PYKe.

— Hukoro.

— Toi yBepen?

— Her.

Onu cHOBa cenr. Mapek yopait HoX, OIOPOCHIT B OTOHb ITie-
TOK, Y TIJIaMs1 HA MTHOBEHHE BCIIBIXHYJIO sipye, OCBETUB €ro JIU-
110. ApeH JI0JIr0 CMOTPEJ Ha OTOHb, HE PellasiCh 3arOBOPUTH, TO-
TOM BCE k€ CIPOCHUJL:

OH HaNOMHWJI, YTO OTEI] TOBOPHJI O OECCMEPTHBIX, 3HAIOITHX



0 HEM, U CIIPOCHJI, IOYEMY TOI/IA OHU HE MPHUILLIM paHblie. Ma-
PEK He OTBETWUJI Cpa3y, U ApeH MO3BaJl €ro CHOBA, MPek/e YeM
YCJIBIIIAJ: TIOTOMY YTO JJO CETOAHSIIHErO JTHS OH ObUI ISl HUX
OOBIYHBIM YesioBeKoM. A Teriepb? Mapek MoCMOTpelt Ha ero Jia-
JIOHb, TY/Ia, T/Ie HECKOJIbKO YacOB Ha3aJ] ropesia TOHKas cepeOpu-
cTasi JIMHUSL.

— Teneps npeBHsIs cucTeMa Ha3Basa TeOsi HAC/IEIHUKOM, —
CKa3as OH. ApeH MOoYyBCTBOBAJ, KAK BHYTPU YTO-TO CKAJIOCh, U
CIPOCHIT, YbUM UMEHHO. OTel] MeJIEHHO TIOKavaJl TOJIOBOM: 3TO-
IO OH He 3HaJI. 32 CTeHaMU YaCOBHH BETEP THYJI MOKPbIE IEPEBbs,
¥ TOJIbIe BETBU CKpeOJIM 10 KaMHIO, KaK YbU-TO MaJbIIbl. [ 1e-To
JaJieKko, B Jiecy 3a JOPOroM, 3aBblLT BOJIK, MPOTSKHO, TOCKJIMBO,
¥ BOU 3TOT, OTPA3MBIIUCH OT XOJIMOB, 3aTHUX IJIe-TO B BBHIIIUHE.
APpeH 3aKpbUI 171232, [IOTOMY YTO CMOTPETh Ha OTOHb OOJIbIIIe He
OBLIO CUJI, ¥ B TEMHOTE I0J] BeKaMH ycbiiai rojoc. He tot, uto
3By4YaJl B MACTEPCKOM, pOBHBIN U Oe3mmuHbId. [Ipyroii. Ctapsii.
EnBa pazmuunmelii, OyITO MPOOUBAIOIIUIICS CKBO3b TOJIIILY BO-
TTBL.

4 TIOMHIO TEBAI.

OH pe3ko OTKpbLI Ma3a. OroHb nepe HUM ropest CIIOKOWHO,
POBHO, HUYETO He M3MEHIIOCh. Mapek criaji, MPpUCIOHUBIIUCH K
CTEHE, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPY/IH, U JIMIIO €r0 BO CHE BBIIJISIIEIO
MoJIOKe, Oe33aluTHee, YeM JHEM. ApeH IOCMOTpET Ha JIaJIoHb.
ToHKas cBeT/1ast IMHUSA MOSBUIACh CHOBA — Ha 3TOT pa3 OHA Obl-
Jla He cepeOpUCTOM, a TIOUYTH OeJIOM, YMCTOM, KaK TIEpBbId CHET,
— U Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUI MOraciia, pacCTBOPUIIach, OCTa-



BUB 110cJIe ceOs JINIIb TEMIOe, CTPAHHOE OIIyIIEeHHEe Y3HABAHUSI.

OH NOTHSICS, OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOBI He Pa30yIUTh OTIIA, U TIO-
JOIIEN K TipojioMy B creHe. CHapyXu HUKOTO He OblI10. TOJBKO
HOYb, TYMaH, MOKpasi Jopora, BeyIas Ha BOCTOK, U TJie-TO J1a-
JIEKO, Y CaMOr0 TOPM30HTA, HaJl YEPHOM KPOMKOU Jieca, eBa 3a-
METHOE CUSIHUE, HEPOBHOE, OJIe/IHOe, KaK OTCBET NAJIEKOTO T0-
Kapa.

ApeH He 3HaJ, yTO Haxoautcs Tam. He 3Han, 4ro crmycrts
HECKOJIbKO JTHEW YBUIWT ropofl, KOTOPOro He JIOJKHO ObLIO Cy-
niecTBoBaTh. He 3Ha1, UTO JKEeHIIMHA, KOTOpas eIllé He 3HAJIA ero
UMEHHM, yxke ToTydria MpuKa3 HalTh ero. He 3Han, 4to yesno-
BEK B CEpPOM ILjIallle CISAUT 3a HUM HE MEepBbIi JIEHb, a ropas-
70 IOJIbIIIEe, YeM OH Mor cebe rpeactaButh. M yx Tem Oonee He
3HAJI, YTO CJIOBO «HACJICTHUK>, TPOM3HECEHHOE IPEBHUM MeXa-
HU3MOM, O3HA4yaJio He MPaBO Ha BJIACTh, HE TUTYJ U HE Jap, a
HAyajio OXOTHI.

A rae-To 1aneko, B MecTe, O CyIeCTBOBAHUH KOTOPOTO OOJIb-
IIMHCTBO JIOJIEH JaBHO 3a0bLJI0, MTPOCHYJICS JPYTOd MEXaHU3M.
Ha ero TéMHOI MOBEPXHOCTH 3aXIJach OIHA-EJUHCTBEHHAS
CTpOKA.

JIMHI A BEIPOB OBHAPY JKEHA.

[Tay3a. 3arem nosBuiIace BTOpas.

HACJIEJHVK BO3BPAIIEH.

U tpetps.

I[MPOTOKOJI 90HA AKTMBMPOBAH.

B TéMHOM 3as1€ KTO-TO OTKPBLI IJ1a3a.



— Hakonen-To, — npou3HEC cTapuecKuil rojoc.
W BniepBbIE 32 HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUM B JPEBHEM T'OPOJE 3AKET-
sl CBET.

I'maBa 2. Caen

—

K yTpy 10%/1b He TpeKpaTuicsi — OH MPOCTO CTaJl TUIIIE, Mpe-
BpaTUJICS B MEJIKYIO XOJIOHYI0 MOPOCh, BUCEBUIYIO HaJl TOPOron
HETIOJIBVIKHBIM CEPhIM OOJIAKOM, TIETUISIBIIIYIOCS 32 TOJIble BETBH,
OCEIABIIYIO Ha IUIAIIAX Y BOJIOCAX Y ITPEBPAIIABIIYIO 3€MJIIO T[T
HOTaMU B BSI3KYI0 Oypylo Maccy. BecHa B 3THX Kpasix pejiko Ha-
yrHaJach KpacuBo. CHEr CXOIu/1 HEOXOTHO, OCTaBJIsAs B TEHU 3a-
OOpPOB TPsI3HBIE, HO3APEBATHIE CYTPOObI, PEKU BBIXOAWIN U3 Oe-
PEroB U TOIWJIM HUXKHKE YJIUIIbI, JOPOT'H MPEBPALIAIUCH B KOJIEH,
TIOJTHBIE BOJIBI, & XOJIOJ AEPKAJICS O TEX MOP, MOKA JIIOJU OKOH-
yaTesIbHO HE NIEPEeCTaBaIi €My BepUTh. APEH ILIENT MOI4a, CyHYB
PYKHM B pyKaBa W IJsifsl ceOe Moj HOTM, IOTOMY 4TO CMOTPETh
10 CTOpPOHAaM OBLITO HEYero: TyMaH Che/lall JIEC ¥ TOJIsI, OCTaBIIsS
TOJIBKO JIEHTY JIOPOTH J1a TEMHBIN CHITYST OTIIAa BIIEpe/Iu.

3a mieyaMu y Hero BUcesa JOPOXHAasl CyMKa, B KOTOPOU Jie-
KaM J1Ba KycKa xJyieba, Chblp, HEMHOTO CYyIIEHOro Mmsica, (sra
C BOJIOM, 3amacHasi pydaxa u HeOOIbION HAOOp MHCTPYMEHTOB.
WHCTpyMEHTBI, BCIOMHUJI OH, OTell HACTOSUT B3SITh YyTh JI HE
cwionl. «Eciu npuaércs KuTh B lopore, — ckazasl Mapek eing
B MAacTEpCKOH, 3aCTErMBasi pEMHU, — YMEHHUE MOYUHUTH Belllb
MHOIJa Ba)KHEE YMEHHUS €€ yKpacTb». ApeH Torga yCMEXHYJICH,



MIOTOMY YTO IIyTKa MOKa3aJach €My HEYMECTHOW U TIOTOMY UTO
ycMelka Obuta BCE, UTO Y HEro OcTaBajiochk. Tenepb emy ObLIO
HE JIO IIIyTOK.

OHU BBIIIUIMA U3 YaCOBHHM 33JI0JITO JI0 PACCBETA, HE TI03aBTpa-
KaB, He J]aB OTHIO OKOHYATEJILHO TIOracHyTh, 1 Mapek He paspe-
AT eMy JJake MPUCECTh HA MUHYTY, YTOOBI HATSIHYTh TTPOMOK-
e canioru. Crapasi rHejiast KOObLIa, KOTOPYIO OTell TPUBEN Ha-
KaHyHEe BEYepOM OT 3HAKOMOTO TaCTyXa Ha OKpauHe ropoga —
ApeH Tak ¥ He CIIPOCHJI, YeM TOT C HUM PACIUIATHIICS, — Tiepe-
CTyTajia ¢ HOTY Ha HOTY Yy MPOJIOMA B CTEHE ¥ KOCHJIA Ha HUX TEM-
HBIM BJIQXHBIM I1a30M. OHa OblIa yke HeMOJIofIa, C Ce/IoN Iep-
CTBIO BOKPYT MOP/IbI ¥ MSAITKOH, TOKOPHOM MOCTYIIBIO, HO CIOKOM-
Ha Y TIPUBBIYHA K IJIOXUM JOpOraM, U ApeH, IIsis Ha Heé, TIo-
JQyMaJl, 4TO 3Ta JIOIIa b, BEPOSITHO, MePeKIIa OObIIe HEMOoro],
yeM OHM 00a BMeCTe B3sIThie. BTOporo KoHs1 OHM He OpaJjiv, ¥ 3TO
€My He HPaBUJIOCh.

— Ecnu KTO-TO HAC AOTOHUT, UATU TPUAETCS TMENIKOM, —
CKas3aJl OH, KOTAa YaCOBHS OCTANIach MO3a/IH.

— IMosToMy 1 B3sJIM OIHY JIOIIa b, — OTO3BaJIcst Mapek, He
000paunBasiCh.

— 4 myman, 4TOOBI exarh.

— YrtoObI OCTAaBUTH CJie]], KOTOPBIT OYIyT UCKaTh.

ApeH HaxMypwWJICS U TIOCMOTpPEJI Ha OTIA, TBITAsICh MOHSITH,
IIyTUT J1 OH. Mapek He nytwit. OH Jepskai MoBoJ v IIEN POB-
HO, pa3MepeHHO, YyTh HAKJOHMBIIMCh BIEPEN, KaK XOIUII BCIO
KW3Hb, U TI0 €T0 JIMITY HeJIb3s1 ObUIO OMpeIeuTh, O YEM OH Y-



MaeT. OH OOBSICHUII CIIOKOWHO, YTO €CJTH UX MPECIeAy0T, TO OH
XOYEeT 3HATh, KTO UAIET M0 ITOMY CJIey ¥ Kak ObICTPO, a 17151 9TOTO
IpecieoBaTessiM Hy:KHO J1aTh YTO-TO, 32 YTO MOKHO YXBaTUTb-
csi. ApeH 3amymascs. B 9ToM ObUT CMBICIT — XOJIOIHBIH, HETIPU-
SITHBIN, HO O€3yCIIOBHBIN. Mapek BCIO KU3Hb YU €r0 CMOTPETh
HE TOJIbKO TyJa, KyJa UJIEIIb, HO U TyJa, OTKYJa IPUILEI, U ApeH
BCer/a CYUTall 3TO MPUBBIYKOM YEJIOBEKA, CJIUILIKOM AOJITO KUB-
IIErO CPEAM UyKUX BELIEH, KOTOpbIE HYKHO yMEThb unTaTh. Cero-
JIHSI OH BIIEPBbIE TOYYBCTBOBAJI CE0s1 YIEHUKOM, CITUIIIKOM TTO3/1-
HO MOHSABILIMM, YTO 9K3aMEH YK€ HAa4yaJICd, a OH JaXe He 3aMe-
TWJI, KOT/1a BbIIAJIM 3aJaHUeE.

OH ornsHyscs. 3a HUMM TsHYJIach A0POra, pacKMcIIas U Iy-
cTasi, yXOAMBILIAsI B TYMaH, 32 KOTOPbIM CKPbIBAJICS JIaJIbHUM JIeC,
¥ Y HETO BJIPYT BO3HMKJIO OIIYIIEHHUE, YTO TaM, B OeJIecou MmycTo-
T€, KTO-TO CTOUT U CMOTPHUT UM B CITUHY, XOTSI HUYTO HE MOATBEP-
KJAJI0 3TOro, KpoMe Xxojona Mexay Jjonarkamu. OH CIpocuil,
JYMAET Jii OTell, YTO 32 HUMU UIyT, 1 Mapek ckazal, 4To yBe-
peH. CKOJIbKO MX, ApPEeH He 3HaJl U He PEeLIJICS CIIpalluBaTh JABa-
®apl. OH CIIPOCHIT TOJIBKO, OYIyT JIK 3TO OecCMepTHbIC, U OTell
HE OTBETWJI, 2 ApEeH 3aMETUJI, UTO €ro IpaBasi pyKa JIEXKUT BO3-
JIe MosAca, Ha PyKOATH TOTO CaMOoro Y€pHOro Hoxa. Buepa, B Ma-
CTEPCKOM, IIPY CBETE JIAMITbI, HOK NIOKA3JICA EMY CTapOU BEILBIO,
IIPOCTO CTPAaHHOM, CJIIMIIKOM TEMHOMU 111 CBOEro Bo3pacra. Te-
nepb, KOTJla OH BUCEJI Ha MOsICe OTIA, OpPyKHe HE BBIITISAAEIO HU
cTapbiM, HU cTpaHHbIM. OHO BBIIVISZAEIIO OMACHBIM — TakK, Kak
OBIBAET OMACHBIM XOPOIIIO YXOKEHHBII MHCTPYMEHT B pyKax ue-



JIOBEKA, KOTOPbIA TOYHO 3HAET, 3aYEM OH €MY HYKEH.

ApeH cripocui, AeUCTBUTEIBHO JIM STOT HOX MOXET YOUTb
O6eccmepTHOrO, 1 Mapek, oMe/IJIMB, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS, KTO EMY
Takoe cKazal. «Ib». — «$ HMYero He ropopui». — «Tbl He
CKazai 00paTHOro». Mapek TsiKeso B3JOXHYII, U TIap OT €ro Jbl-
XaHUs CMEIIAJICA C MOPOCBIO: MHOIIA ChIH CJIMIIKOM MHOIO 3a-
MeyvaeT. «Thl caM MeHs 3TOMYy Hayudui». — «3Hao». Hekoro-
poe BpeMs oHM 1u Mosva. [lopora nemisia BOOJb MOJIEH, I
TI0]] CepOU BOJION YIaJbIBAJIMCh YEPHBIE MOJIOCH CTAPOM MaXOThI,
Y BOPOHBI, CUJEBIINME HA U3rOPOAX, TPOBOKAIN UX PABHOMYIII-
HBIMM B3IJIsIIaMU. APeH BCE MbITAJICS cOOpaTh B TOJIOBE TO, YTO
ITPOU3OIIIJIO 3a MOCJIEAHUE CYTKH, HO BOCIIOMUHAHMSA HE Kela-
JIM CKJIAJBIBATLCA B PSJL: CBETALIASACA JIMHUSA HA JIAIOHU, TOPOJ
¢ GarHsAMH, JIMIO MaTepH, cepast purypa Ha Kpsbliie — BCE 3TO
CYIIIECTBOBAJIO OT/IEJIbHO, KaK OOJIOMKH, KOTOpPbIE HEBO3MOXXHO
MOJOrHATh APYT K Apyry. HakoHen oH cripocuil To, YTO My4YHIIO
€ro C caMoro yTpa:

Haxkomner oH cripocui 10, 4TO My4HJIO €r0 C CaMOro yTpa: uTo
Takoe Oeccmeptue. «He To, 9TO ThI Tymaenib». «5 moka HuYe-
ro He aymaio». — «Jlymaenp». — «Xopolo, gymaw». Mapek
IIOCMOTPEJT HA HETO, U B 3TOM B3IJISA/IE MEJIBKHYJIO YTO-TO MO-
XO’Kee Ha yCTaylo He:KHOCTh. OH cKazall, yTo OecCMepTHBIE He
OeccMepTHBI, U ApeH 3aMEeTWI, YTO ITO 3BYUYUT OOHAJEKUBAIO-
mie. Ix MokHO yOuTb, POAOIKAI OTell, HO Ha3bIBAIOT UX TaK I10-
TOMY, YTO OHU HE CTAPEIOT — ECJIM MTPEBPALLEHUE MPOIIUIO MOJI-
HOCTBIO, TO COBCEM, HE TaK, KAK CTapeeT YeJIOBEK, K KOTOPOMY



CMEpTb IIPUXOIMT C TOJAMH, a TaK, KaK He CTapeeT KaMeHb, I10-
Ka ero He packommoT. Hekoropele xuByT oueHb 10ro. CKONMbKO?
CotHu nieT. ApeH 3aMoT4ajl, ¥ B 3TOM MOJYaHUH [IOMECTUIINCh
cpa3y Bce LU(ppbI, KOTOPBIX OH HE MOT ceOe BOOOPa3UTb.

ApeH cnpocu, BUIEN JIM OTell TAaKOro CBOMMHU IVIa3aMu, U
yensimait: ga. Korna? laao. Hackonpko gaBHo? Mapek Hude-
ro He OTBETWJI. ApeH yke coOMpasiCcsl MPONOKUTh PACCIPOCHI,
YIPAMO, Kak Jesajl BCEraa, Koraa oTell yXOAuI B TeHb, HO TOT
BAPYT NOIHSJ PYKY, 1 OHM OCTAaHOBWJIUCH. Briepeau nopora pas-
JeJIsJIach Ha TPU: OJIHA YXO[WJIa HAJIEBO, K PEKE, IIIyMEBILIEH Te-
TO 32 KyCTapHUKOM, BTOpasi MIOJHUMAaJIACh BIIPABO HA HEBBICOKUI
KaMEHUCTBIN CKJIOH, a TPEThsl ITPOJOJIKAIACh MPSAMO, Ha BOCTOK,
TEpASACh B TymaHe. Mapek nepeaas noBoj ApeHy, MOJOLIEN K
KPalo I0pPOry ! MpUCEJT Ha KOPTOUKH y TPSA3H, BHUMATENILHO pas3-
IJIAABIBAasA YTO-TO Ha 3eMJjie. ApeH NOC/IEA0Bal 32 HUM U yBU-
1€ OTIevaTku — I1yOOKue, YETKHE, OCTaBJIEHHbIE MOIKOBAMU
COBCEM HEJJaBHO, TIOTOMY YTO BOJIA €IIE He ycresa coOparbes B
yITyONIeHUSIX.

— Hamm?

— Her.

— OrtKyna 3Haenb?

— VY Hameil KOObUTHI 3aHSIs JIeBasl MOJKOBA TPECHYJIA IO
BHYTpEHHEMY Kpaw. Buauiib? — Mapek npoBén najibleM Hajl
cleloM. — A 37eCh TPEIIMHBI HET, U MOAKOBA JPyrou (popMsl,
HIMpe.

ApeH npucMoTpeJics U MOHsUI, YTO OTell MpaB, XOTs caM HU



3a 4TO OBl HE 3aMEeTUJT pa3HUIIbl. MapeKk KOCHYJICS 3eMJIH, pac-
TEép e€ MeXy MajbllaMU W ONpeAeiI: He OoJbilie Yaca. ApeH
TIOJJHSLT TOJIOBY U CKa3aJl, YTO 3HAYMT, UX JOTHAJIU, HO OTel] Kay-
HYJI TosIoBOM. Ecim Obl forHam, He OCTaBIsIM Obl CJIE0B, CKa-
3aJ1 OH. DTH JIIOIM HE NPSAYYTCS, OHU MPOCTO 3HAIOT, Ky/a UATH.
OH nocMoTpes Ha BOCTOK, M ApeHy MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO B €r0 JIMLE
Ha MTHOBEHME MPOCTYIUJIO YTO-TO OYEHB CTAPOE, YTO-TO, UTO OH
TIIATEJbHO NPATAT JBAALATH AT JIET.

— Ioitném B10JIb peKH, — CKa3aJl OH HaKOHell. ApeH HaIroM-
HWI, YTO OTEI] TOBOPWJT 00 I03KHBIX JIOPOTax, HO YCIIBIIIAJ: peKa
UAET Ha ceBep. A BOCTOK? BOCTOK MM Hy:X€H, TOTOMY 4TO Tam
€CTb MECTO, TI€ MOXKHO crpsitarbcsl. Iie umeHHo? [loka Heus-
BECTHO. ApEH HEBOJIbHO YCMEXHYJICS: MPEKPACHbIil IJ1aH. «py-
roro Het». OHU CBEpHY/IM K peKe, M JIopora ObICTPO pacrasiia
1033/, MOTJIONIEHHAS MOKPBIM KYCTAPHUKOM, KOTOPBIN XJIECTAJT
10 IJIeYaM XOJIOJHBIMU BETKAMU U OChINaJl BOAOH.

% %k ok

JInapa CopeH He modwia 1oxap. He motomy, 4ro goxap Me-
111 UITH WM MOYMJT OJIEXK]y, — K STOMY OHa MPUBBIKJIA J1aB-
HO, €IlIE IeBOYKOM, HA TPEHUPOBOYHOM [IBOPE MOHACTHIPS, IJie
HUKTO HE OTMEHsUI 3aHATUI K3-3a noroabl. Joxap Meman cie-
JlaM: CMbIBaJI 3allaxy C 3eMJIY, pa3Msryai OTIeyaTky, HarmoJIH T
BOJION HETTYOOKHE SIMBI M TTpeBpaIall Kakaylo TPOMY B JIECATKU
JIOXKHBIX, TAK YTO OXOTHUKY MPUXOAMUJIOCH UUTATh HE CIIEM, A €TO
npu3pak. Ho Gosbliie Bcero oHa He Jii0OMIIa I0%k/Ib 3a TO, YTO OH
3aCTaBJIsLT Jofiel pacciadnaTbesi. OHU TyMali, YTO HEroroaa



CKPBIBAET UX OT UYKHMX IJ1a3, U BeJIU ceOs1 HeOpekHee, YeM B siC-
HBIN JI€Hb. DTO MMOYTH BCerga ObUIO OIIMOKOM.

Ona crosi1a Ha Kpalo JIECHOU MOJISIHBI, IIIMPOKO PACCTaBUB HO-
', 1 CMOTpEJIa Ha YeIOBeKa, JIeXkKaBIIIero B Ipsi3u Y KOPHEH cTa-
poro nyo6a. EMy MOXHO OBbLJIO 4aTh JIET COPOK — KPEIKOe, KH-
JIUCTOE TEJIO, CBET/IbIE BOJIOCHI, CIIUIIIIAECS OT BOJIBL, JIUIIO C PE3-
KMMHU 4YepTaMH, Ha KOTOPOM He OCTaJIOCh HU OJHOM TITyOOKOW
MopiuHbl. Ha camom sene emy Obi1o Oosbliie 1ByxcoT. Jluapa
3HaJIa 9TO, KaK 3HAJIA M TO, YTO BO3PACT OECCMEPTHOTO MOYTHU
HEBO3MOXHO OMPEAEUTh MO BHEITHOCTU: BPEMsI HE OCTaBJISIIO
Ha HUX CJIEJIOB, TOJIBKO I71a3a BbIIABAIN TSKECTh MPOXKUTHIX JIET,
TYCKJIbIE, CJIMIIIKOM CIIOKOMHbIE, OYATO YK€ BUJIEBIIME BCE, UTO
MOIJIO C HUMU CclyunThes. [lepen Helt jiexarn omuH U3 TeX, KOro
Opunen Ilenna HassiBan BeunsiMu. YenmoBek — korga-to. Tenepp
HeT.

OH mbiTascsl MOAHSATLCS, YINUPASCh JIAJOHBIO B CKOJb3KYIO
3eMJTI0, ¥ JInapa HacTynuia carmoroMm emy Ha Mpejruieube, Mpu-
KUMast pyKy K IpsI3H.

— He gBurarics.

OH nocMoTpesn Ha He€ CHU3Y BBEpX, U B €ro B3IJsiie He Obl-
JIO HU CTpaxa, HU 37100bI, TOJIIBKO YCTAJIOCTh, ITyOOKasl U MOYTH
BEKJIMBASL.

— Ts1 MoNOXeE, YeM 51 O3Kuaal, — CKa3ajl OH, U OHA OTBETH-
JIa, 9TO OH, HA0OOPOT, CTapIlie, YeM BHIIJIIAUT. DTO HE OJHO U
TO Xe. «J1Jist TeOs1 — HeT». OHa iepkalia KOPOTKUI Med 00enMu
pyKaMu, OCTPUEM BHU3, y camMOl ero rpyau. Bionb ocHoBaHMS



KJIMHKA MPOXOWIIa YEpHAs MojIoca MeTajlia, TYCKJIO MOOIECKH-
BaBIlIaA MOJ NOKIEM, U JInapa, He rAad HA HEE, YyBCTBOBAIA
e€ BeC TaK, Kak YyBCTBYIOT TsDkENNoe oOemanue. YEpHoe xee30.
Penkuii matepuas, KOTOpbIM JOOBIBAIM B IIaxTax DWpeHa, rjie
MHOTJa HAXOJWJIM CTPaHHbIA METaJll, IOYTU HE MOJBEPKEHHBIN
P’KaBUMHE U 110 HEMOHSATHOW MPUYMHE MEUIABIINHI 32 KUBJICHUIO
paH. OOBIYHOE OpYXHUE MPOTHB OECCMEPTHOTO OBLIIO TIOUTH Oec-
TMIOJIE3HO: OH MOT BCTaTh MOCJIE yaapa, KOTOpbIi yOus Obl yeso-
BEKa, W MPOJIOLKUTh OOH, OyATO HUYEro He mpou3onuio. Yeép-
HOe *keJie30 ObUTo pyrum. Jlnapa Bujena, Kak OHO paboTaer, u
MMEHHO TI09TOMY He MuTaJla WITIO3W HUA O CBOel padoTe, HU O
TOM, 3a4€M OHa HyXHa. BeccMepTHBIX MOKHO ObUTO YOUTh. HyX-
HO OBUIO TOJILKO 3HATh KakK.

— I'ne ocranbHbie? — cipocuia oHa. MyK4MHA YCMEXHYJICS,
¥ BOJIAa CTeKaJia Mo ero JIMILy, HE CMbIBasl YCMEITKU: BCEr/ia OJHO
U TO ke — CHavasia yOuTh, MOTOM crpaimBaTtb. OHa HATIOMHU-
Ja, 4rto emg He youna ero. «Ho codupaembesi». «Eciu He oTBe-
THlIb». «Torga oreer OymeT TOT ke». JInapa Bbimepkana maysy,
JaBasi JOXKIIO IIIyMETh MeX/1y HUMH, U CIIPOCUJIa, 3HAET JI OH,
KOro oHa uiieT. OH He OTBETWI1, U OHa Ha3Bajia uMs: ApeH Beiip.
Ha s10T pa3 BelpaxxeHue ero juia N3MEHUIOCh — COBCEM UYTb-
YyTh, Ha JOJII0 MTHOBEHU S, €/1Ba 3AMETHO JPOTHY/IU BEKU, — HO
JInapa 3ameruna, moTomy 4Tto 3TOMy €€ Toxe yumiu. OHa cka-
3aJ1a, 4TO OH cJiblilail 310 uMs. OH ckazal, uyro HeT. OHa cKa3a-
JIa, YTO OH JIKET, M OH OTBETHJI: « ThI XOpOIIIO 00y4YeHa». DTo He
ObLIa TIOXBaJIa, ¥ 00a 3HAJU ITO.



OH nornbiTascsl BLIIEPHYTh PYKY, U JInapa cuiibHee npuxania
e€ K 3emJIe, 9yBCTBYs, KaK 1MOJ] KaOJyKOM XPYCTHYJI CyCTaB.

— He coBeryio, — cka3asa oHa, U Ha BOIPOC «IIOYEMY» OT-
BETWJIA: €l Ha/oeso k1aTh. MyXunMHa MOCMOTpEN el MpsIMO B
r1a3a — AO0XK/b CTeKaJl [0 €er0 PeCHUIaM, HO OH He Mopraji — 1
CKazall, 4TO OHA He MOHUMAET, UTo jesaeT. «MHe 3TO yxke roBo-
pwin». «M Bcé paBHO nponoskaere?» — «Jla». — «Toraa Bel
HUYEM He JIyullie Hac». Jluapa Ha MrHoBeHue 3amepiia. Jta ¢pa-
3a ObLJIa el 3HaKOMa: OHa CJIbIIIAJIA € U paHblIle, OT IPYrux Oec-
CMEPTHBIX, OT CTapbIX JIIOAEW, MPOKUBIIUMU HECKOJIBKO YeIOBe-
YEeCKHX )KU3HEH M CYMTABIIIUMU ceOs1 BITpaBe CYIUTh TeX, KTO PO-
quiicst MHOro nosske. OHa HMKOT[a He OTBevalla Ha He€, MOTo-
My 4YTO He JJIs TOro MpUIILIA CIofia, YTOOBI CIIOPUTH O MOPAJIH.
Omna npunuia 3akoHYUTH Jeso. Ho cerogns, nmoyeMy-to, cioBa
9TH 33/IEPKAIUCH B TOJIOBE UyTh JOJbIIIE OOBIYHOTO U OCTABUIIN
nocsie ceOst HETTPUSITHBIN OCAJIOK, Kak 3aH03a, KOTOPYIO He cpa3y
yaa€Tcs HALYTIaTh.

OHa cripocuiia eni€ pas, 3HaeT Jiv OH Belipa, 1 OH CHOBa OTBe-
TWI, 4TO HeT. Torga noyemy oH ucnyrascsi ero umenu? OH npo-
Moryai. JInapa yopasia HOTY, U OH TIONBITAJICS TIOAHSTHLCS, OMH-
pasichb Ha 37I0POBYIO PYKY, HO OHA yJlapuJjia €ro pyKosITbio Meua B
BUCOK — KOPOTKO, TOYHO, Oe3 3aMaxa, — U OH PyXHYJI 0OpaTHO
B Ipsi3b. Uepes HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/]1 OTKPbLI I71a3a, MEAJICHHO, Kak
OTKPBIBAET UX YEJIOBEK I0C/IE KOPOTKOI'O CHA.

— bbICTpO, — CKa3ai OH.

— Yro?



— Toi BC€ em€ Bepuilib, YTO BpeMsi Ha TBOEW CTOPOHE.

Jlnapa He orBetrna. OHa MONHSIA Med OOEUMHU PyKamH, U
Karuiv AOXK/Is1 CKaTWIKCh MO YEPHOM MOJIOCE Ha JIE3BUMU.

— Ionoxau, — ckaszai OH, ¥ Korjja OHa CIIPOCHJIA, YTO EllE,
OOABWJI: €CJIM OHA HaWIET ero... OHa OCTaHOBWIACH, OXKUIASA
nponoDKeHusl. MyKurHa YIBIOHYJICS, TIOUTH JIACKOBO, U B TOU
yJIBIOKE He ObUIO HU TIPOCHOBI, HA YTPO3bI, TOJIBKO Ta caMasi CIio-
KOIHas1, HEBBIHOCUMAasi YBEPEHHOCTb Y€JIOBEKA, YK€ BUJIEBIIETO
KOHell UCTOpUH.

— Ilepenait emy, uto [Jom yxe 3HaeT.

— Kakon [lom?

On He orBeTw1. Jlnapa yaapuia. YEpHoe xeie30 BOILIO MOJ
pe€Odpa — mIyOOKO, TOUHO, 0 CAMOUM PYKOSITU — U OHA MOYYB-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK TeJIO TOJ Hell AEPHYJIOCh M 00MsIkII0. Ha sToT pas
6eccMepTHBIN He noAHsuIcs. OHa Mook Jalia IECATh CEKYH/, M0-
TOM JBaJlIaTh, CAylIas JOXK/b, IOTOM OIYCTMJIACh Ha KOJIEHO U
IpoBepuJIa ImyJibe Ha mee. Huuero. OHa BbITepIia JIE3BUE O IIALL
MEPTBOT0, MEJUICHHO, TIIATEJILHO, KAK JIeJajia 3TO BCEra, U MOJ-
Hsack. OHa He mobuna youiictBa. Ho 3a mocneqHue roapl Ha-
YUMJIaCh HE MyTaTh KaJIOCTh C COMHEHUEM: B e€ paboTe coOMHe-
HHUe yOUBaJIO TIEPBbIM.

VY Kpas nossHel, Aepka 1o y3Aubl ABYX JOMIAEN, CTOSI MO-
70101 venoBek B TEMHOM 1utaniie Opnena. OH ObL1 Ore/ieH U cTa-
paresibHO CMOTpEN Ky/1a-TO MUMO TeJa.

OH cripocuJi, BCE JIM KOHYEHO, U, YCIIBIIIAB «Ja», ePeCIpo-
cwI: TouHO? JInapa mocMoTpesna Ha HEro ¥ NMOMHTEPECOBAIACD,



XO4eT JId OH MpoBepuTh. «Her, — OBICTPO CKa3ajl OH U OTBEN
rna3a. — Kacren kner». ['ne? B MmoHacteipe. «Torna noexamm».
Ona 3a0pasia ¢ cejijla CBOM ILIAl M HAKMHYJIA €r0 Ha TUICYH.
[Ipesxnae yem yiity, 3aaepkaiach U eme pa3 IoCMOTpelia Ha Te-
JI0, JIeXkaBlllee Cpeiu KOpHeu, oA AOKIEM, KOTOPbIN yxke Haval
CMBIBaTh KPOBb C 3eMJIM. «[loM yxe 3Haer». JInapa 3anoMHuia
9TH cioBa. He moroMy, 4to OHM €€ Hamyrajv, — CTpax J1aBHO
niepectas ObITh [JIs1 He€ YeM-TO HE3HAKOMBIM, — a TIOTOMY, 4TO
OBbLIIM CKa3aHBbI CIIMIIIKOM YBEPEHHO, Oe3 HaJIeK 1kl U O€3 MOJIbOBI,
KaK TOBOPSAT TO, YTO HE MOJJIEKUT COMHEHUIO.

k %k %k

K Beuepy Apen u Mapek noOpasuch 10 peku. OHa okaszaach
HIMPOKOW U MYTHOU TOCJIE BECEHHUX JOXK[EH: JIEN JaBHO YILEN,
HO BOJIa HecJach OBICTPO, TSKENO, C TIIYXUM BOpPUYAHHMEM, HECs
Ha ceOe 0OJIOMKM BETOK, BHIPBAHHBIE C KOPHSIMH KYCTHI U TPSI3-
HYIO TIeHY, KOTOpasi KJIOUbsIMHU 1ETUISIAaCh 3 MPUOPEKHBIE KaM-
Hu. [lepernpaBisaThest 37eCh ObLIIO HETb3s1 — OJIMH TOJIBKO B3IJISI]T
Ha TeYeHUe TOBOPWII, YTO TIEPBOTO XKe IT1ara XBaTUT, YTOOBI YeJIo-
BEKa YHeCJI0 BHU3, — U Mapek J0JITo CTOsUT Ha Oepery, Iypsich
Ha BOAY M NPUKHUIbIBAs 4TO-TO B yMe. HyxHO uaTu BBEpX Mo
TEUEHMIO, CKa3aJl OH HakoHell. TaMm ecTb crapas nepenpasa. Pa-
6otaet s oHa? HOTIa. ApeH 3aMeTHII, YTO «MHOT/Ia» — OUYECHb
oOHaIE:XMBAIOIIEe CJIOBO, 1 Mapek MoCMOTpesT Ha HEero ¢ TaKon
YCTaJION YKOPU3HOM, YTO MPUIILIOCh 3aMOT4aTh. BripoueMm, HeHa-
Joiro. Thl cerogHsi MHOro rOBOPUILIb, CKa3asl oTell. I HepBHU-
yaio. S 3ametmit. A Tol HeT? Sl cimmkoM crap 11 HepBoB. ApeH



YCMEXHYJICS U CKa3aJl, YTO 3TO 3BYUYMT KaK JIOXKb, 1 Mapek co-
IJIACHIICS: KOHEYHO.

OnHu ABMHYJIUCH BJOJb Oepera, MPHKUMasch K KPOMKe Jieca,
e 3eMJis Oblla TBEPXKE, a IEPEBbsI IaABATTU XOTh KAKOE-TO YKPbI-
THE OT MOpocH. Yepes yac Jiec cTas ryiie ¥ TeMHee, BETBH CILUIe-
JIVICh HaJl TPOTIOH, U CBET, M 0€3 TOrO CKY/IHBIH, MOYTH TIePecTa
J0XoauTh 10 3emiid. CoJTHIle y&Ke KJIOHUJIOCh K TOPU3OHTY, XOTS
13-3a2 001aKOB HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO OMpPEeAe/UTD, IJie KIMEHHO OHO
HaAXOJIUTCS: HeOO MPOCTO CTAHOBHMJIOCH BCE OOIee TEMHBIM U HU3-
KM, OyATO OMyCKAJIOCh Ha 3eMJtio. ApeH ycrain. Horu mpomokm
HACKBO3b, KX/l IIar OTAABAJICS B JIOABDKKAX TYMOM OOJIbIO,
CyMKa Kazajach BJBOE TsKejee, YeM YTPOM, a JIsSIMKa Hatéplia
IUIEYO TaK, YTO pydaxa Moj Hel MpeBpaTuiach B MOKPYIO XOJIOA-
HYIO TpANKY. HECKONIbKO pa3 OH CIOTHIKAJICSA O KOPHU, HEBU/IU-
MBI€ O] CJIOEM OTIaBIIIeH JIUCTBBI, U KKABIM pa3 MOTYa CTUCKU-
BaJ1 3yOBl, TOTOMY 4TO Mapek mEn Briepeu Tak, OyATO MOT UATH
eIé CyTKH, He cOaBJIsis Imara.

Hakoneny ApeH He BbIEpKaJl M TOMPOCUT OCTAHOBUTHCSI.
«Het». OH He npocut HoueBath. «EmE paHo». OH ycras. Mapek
OCTaHOBWJICS M TIOBEPHYJICS K HeMY. B cepom cBeTe ero uio ka-
3aJI0Ch BBITOUEHHBIM M3 CTApOro JIepeBa: pe3Kue TeH! Moj IJia-
3aMU, TTyOOKUE CKJIAJIK! Y PTa, TOHKHE TYObI, CKaTble B JIMHUIO.

— Vcranocth npoiaér, — ckazan oH. A eciu Het? Torna Oy-
YT UJTH YCTaBIIUMU. APEH 3aKaTWJI I71a3a: OUY€Hb MOJIE3HBIN CO-
BeT. OTel] XOTeN YTO-TO OTBETUTh, HO BAPYT 3aMep U IOCMOTpEI
Ha3aj, Tyaa, OTKYAAa OHU MPUIIUIM, U JIMIIO €r0 MIHOBEHHO U3-



MEHWJIOCh: C HETO MCYe3Jia BCSKASl YCTAIOCTh, OCTANACh TOJIBKO
COCpeIOTOUYEHHAsI, XOJIOJHAS] BHUMATEJIbHOCTh, KaKyl0 ApeH BU-
JieJ1 y Hero, Korja TOT MPUCTYIIUBAICS K HE3HAKOMOMY CKPUITY
B MexaHusme. Tuiie, ckazan oH. Ouu 3amepiu. CHavana ApeH
HE CJIBIIIAT HIYero, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOTO JbIXaHUs U IIyMa BO-
abl. [lotoM, oueHb u3gasieka, CKBO3b IIEIeCT MOPOCH B BETBSIX,
JOHECCS 3BYK, KOTOPBII HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO CIYTaTh HU C YEM:
KOMbITa. PUTMUYHBIE, TSKENBIE, TPUOTMIKAIOIIUECS.

Mapek ObICTPO CKMHYJI CYMKY C TUIeua U BeJiesl OCTaBUTh €&
3nech. «Ho...» — «/lenmaii». ApeH OpOCHJI CyMKY TOf TyCTOW
KycT, 1 Mapek yBEI Jiollia/ib B CTOPOHY, B IJTyOUHY Jieca, PUBs-
3aB e€ K JIepeBy Tak, 4ToObl €€ He ObUI0 BUIHO ¢ joporu. OHu
HAITUTM HeOOJIBIIYIO BIIAIMHY MEX1y KOPHSIMU CTapbIX JEePEBbEB,
3aCBHIMIAHHYI0 NPOIUIOrOJHEN JUCTBOM, U JIETTIM B HEE, MTPHKAB-
IIKCh )KMBOTOM K MOKPOU X0JIOHOM 3emuie. Boma TyT ke mpoco-
YiIach CKBO3b OJEKAY. ApeH 4yBCTBOBaJI, Kak ObETCs cepaile,
CJIBIIIAJI €70 B YIIaX, B TOpJie, B KOHYMKAX MaJblEB, U CTAPAJICS
JBIIIATH KaK MOXHO THIIIE.

Uepe3 HECKOTbKO MUHYT Ha MPOTUBOMOIOKHOM Oepery MokKa-
3ayuch BcagHuKU. CHavyasia Tpoe, OTOM elI€ IBOE, EXaBILIME 11e-
TIOYKOM, HE Criellia, HO C TOM COOpaHHOM, JICJIOBUTOM COCPEIOTO-
YEHHOCTBI0, KOTOPasi BbIIAET JIIOAEU, TPUBBIKIINX K JOJITUM I1e-
pexonaM. ApeH BIUIsSI/IesICSI CKBO3b IMPOCBET B JIMCTBE U PA3TAYILIT
Ha MX IUIAIax TEMHO-CEpble 3HAKU — CTWJIM30BAaHHBI KPYT C
PaCXOISIIMMUCS JIMHUSAMMU, TIOXOKUI HE TO Ha COJIHIIE, HE TO Ha
nernesbHbIA oTneyatok. OH MOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY K OTILY, U TOT €/I-



Ba 3aMeTHO KuBHYJI: OpneH. OTKyna oHu 3Ha0T? Mapek noka-
yaJl rosioBoM: He 3Haw. Kyna onu enyr? He Tyna. ApeH mocMor-
peJl BHUMATeJIbHEE U YBUJEII, YTO BCAJHUKU, HE 3a/1ePKUBASICh
y Nepernpassbl, IOBOPAYMBAIOT HA AOPOTY, YXOIMBUIYIO K CEBEPY,
pOYb OT TOTO MECTA, Il NPATATUCH OHU.

OH cnipocwi1, He OTEPSIIN JIU UX, U Mapek OTBETUII: BO3MOXK-
HO. 3HauuT, 1oBe3Jio? OTel| CHOBa MOKayaJl rOJI0BOM: HET, BElb
9TO MOXET 3HAUMTh, YTO MO UX ClEAy MIET KTO-TO elE. ApeH
MOCMOTpEJI Ha Hero. B crymianoimuyxcs cymepkax JIMio oTia Ka-
3aJI0Ch OECCTPACTHBIM, HO TIAJTBIIBI, JIEXKABIIIHE HA PYKOSITH HOXA,
nobenenu. beccmepTHble? — cripocui OH oAHUMU ryOamu. Bos-
MOXHO. A ecnu onu Berpetates ¢ Opaenom? Toraa y Hac Oyner
maHc. Kakoii? IToka oHu 3aHATH ApYT JpyroM, Mbl yUIEM. ApeH
XOTeJI CIPOCUTh, TIOYEMY OTEll TOBOPHUT 00 STOM TaK CIIOKOIHO,
Oy/ITO peus I1J1a 0 BRIOOpE MecTa JIjIsl HouJiera, HO BCAJIHUKH yxkKe
MICUE3JIM 32 [MOBOPOTOM, U JIEC CHOBA HAINOJHMJICS IIYMOM [I0-
K15, OHM BbIKJAM €HIE M0JIYaca, He JBUrasiCh, HE pa3roBapu-
Basi, MOKa ApeH He MOTePsi OIIyIeHre COOCTBEHHBIX PYK U HOT,
¥ TOJIBKO TOTOM Mapek TpOHyYJI €ro 3a IJIe4O0 U )KECTOM MOKA3aJI:
nopa.
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Momnacteips OpaeHa Ilemta crosn B crapod TOJMHE MEXKAY
JBYMS JIECUCTHIMU XOJIMAMHU, M KOIJa-TO, B JaBHUE BPEMEHa,
3[1eCh BO3BBIIIAJICS XpaM, MOCBSIIEHHBINA 3a0BITOMY Terepb 00-
xecTBy. OT XpaMa OCTaIMCh KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, TOPOCIINE MXOM,
NOJTypa3pyIlieHHast OalrHs ¢ OOBAMBIIENCS BEPXYIIIKON U K-



POKUI BHYTPEHHUI ABOP, TH€ ke BECHOU TpaBa pocja IJIOXO,
Oy/ATO caMa 3emisl He JKejlajla IPUHUMAaTh ceMeHa. JInapa Bbe-
XaJla yepe3 BOpoTa MO3/IHO BEYEPOM, KOI/Ia MOCJIEHUE OTCBETHI
JHS1 YK€ [OTacyv 3a XOJIMaMH, ¥ YaCOBOM Ha CTEHE OKJIMKHYJI €€
110 UMEHU, HE CIpaIIUBasi MapoJsl.

Kacren xman e€ y kontorieH. OH ObUT BBICOKUM MYKYUHON
JIET COPOKa MATH, CYXHM, KWIKCTbIM, C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, B
KOTOPBIX MPOOUBAIUCH CEJIble TIPSIIU, U XYy/AbIM JIUIIOM, Ha JIEBOI
IIeKe KOTOPOro OeJiel CTaphlid IpaM — TOHKasl POBHAS JIMHUS
OT yxa JI0 yIJla pTa, OCTaBJIeHHasl, Kak 3Haia Jluapa, BoBce He
YyeJIoBeYeCKUM opyxkueM. Tsokénoro gocnexa oH He Hocui: Ka-
CTEH BCerja NpearoYuTa Oek/1y, B KOTOPOH MOKHO JIBUTAThCS
OBICTPO, ¥ CEro/iHs Ha HEM ObLIa IPOCTasi TEMHAsSI KyPTKa U TUIAII
C IeNeIbHBIM KPYTOM Ha IlJIeue.

— Toi ono3gasna, — ckazaj OH, He 3I0pOBasiCh, U OHA KOPOTKO
OTBETUJIA: JOPOra pa3MOoKJia. DT0 0ObsICHEHUE UM ONpaBiaHue?
Nudpopmanus. Kacren ycMexHyscsi, KOPOTKO, OTHUM YTOJIKOM
pTa, ¥ B3sU1 MOBOJBS €€ JIOMAAH, CIIPOCKB, HAIUIA JIM OHA €rO.
Her. Torga uro ona Haiuia? beccmeprHoro. ims? He HazBasics.
Yro oH ckazan? Jlnapa nogdOupana cjaoBa Tak, 4TOObl HE MCKa-
3UTh HY ofiHOTO: UTO [loM yike 3HaeT. KacteH nepecran yisioaTh-
cs1. YpIOKa He ucuessa cpasy, a Kak Obl 3aCThIJIa Ha JIUIIE, TOTOM
MEJIEHHO CTEPIIAch, OCTABUB TOCTIe ceOsl MIAAKYI0, HEMPOHUIIA-
€MYIO MACKY.

Nwmenno tak? Mmenno. Ona yBepena? [la. OH goiro mosrvan,
IJIs15 Ha JIOIa b, ¥ JInapa, MpUBBIKIIASA YATATH JIIOAEH, HE MOT-



Jla ONpeaeuTb, O YEM OH JyMaeT: TO JIM O CaMUX CJIOBaxX, TO JIA
O TOM, YTO OHM 3HAYaT, TO JIM O TOM, KTO MOI MX ITPOU3HECTH.
ITorom Kacren cnipocui, ciblinana au oHa 310 pasbiiue. Her. 4
TOXe, cKa3asl oH. Yto 310 3HaumuT? [1oka He 3Haw. OH MOBEN JI0-
111 B CTOINI0, U JInapa noiiua psioM, 4yBCTBY, KaK YCTaJIOCTh
HABAJIMBAETCS HA TUICYM TSKEIBIM MOKPBIM TUIALIOM.

OH cripocu ipo Betipa. [Toka Het. Torna noyemy oHa 3aech?
[Toromy uTO OH cam mpuKa3ai Bo3Bpaiarbes. «BepHo», — Ka-
CTEH OCTAHOBUJICS Y BOPOT CTOIIa U 3aMeTWJ1, uTo Belip gomxkex
ObiTh MosofbiM. JIBammate nisth siet. Cembsa? Otenr — Mapek
Benp. KacteH MeyieHHO KMBHYJI A CTPOCKJI ITPO MATh. «DJIUHA».
Ero pyka, nexaBiias Ha IOBOIbSIX, Cxkajlach. Bcero Ha MraoBe-
HHUE, e/IBa 3aMETHO, KOCTAIIKH MOOeJeNd U TYT JKe pacciadu-
JuCh, HO JInapa yBuena v He pOIyCTUIA.

— Two1 3Haemb 310 UMs?

— Her.

OTBeT mpo3ByYa CIMIIKOM ObICTpO. JInapa mpomorryana. Ka-
CTEH MOBEJ JIONIA/lb B CTOMJIO, U €T0 IIMPOKAS CITMHA IMOKA3aJ1aCh
ey BAPYT 3aMKHYTOH, KaK JBEpb, 3aKpbITast U3HYTpU. OTAbIXau,
cka3an oH. Koraa Beiezxkaem? Yrpom. Kyna? OH noBepHyJcs u
MOCMOTpEJT Ha HEE JI0JITUM TSKENBIM B3DIs1A0M. Ha Boctok. I1o-
yemy? [Toromy uto Beup Toxe uaer tyna. Jlnapa 3amepiia: OTky-
na u3ectHo? Hanwm cien. Kro? Onua u3 vadmoparenein. Ha-
ckonbko cBexui? [lonnnsa. OnHa 3agymainach, IpUKUAbIBas pac-
CTOSIHUSL: €CJIM OHU MJIYT MEIIKOM, TO OHa TOTOHUT UX 3aBTpa.
Ecnu onmn uayt nemkom, nosropuit KacreHn. A ecnm Her? Torna



OpIcTpee.

OH pa3BepHYJICS, YTOOBI YITH, HO OCTAHOBWJICSI B JIBEPSIX U,
He 000paYMBasiCh, O3B €€ 1Mo uMeHU. OHa OTKJIMKHYJIACh, U
OH CKa3aJl: ec/iv OHa HalaET Beiipa nepBoii — IMycTh He yOUBaerT.
Ona Haxmypuiack: npukas msmenwica? [la. Korga? Ceroans.
Ko ero organ? Kacren nocMoTpen Kyia-To B CTOPOHY MOHACTBHI-
psi, Ha TEMHYIO TpoMajty OarrHu Ha hoHe HeOa, M OTBETHUIT: HE OH.
Coser? Bpiiie. JInapa nouyBcTBOBajIa HENPUATHBIN X0JIO[, TTPO-
O€e’KaBIIUHI BIOJIb HO3BOHOYHHUKA, — TOT OCOOBIN XOJIO/, KOTO-
PbIM OHA HAYYWJIACh Y3HABATh JABHO, €IIE B MEPBbIC I'OMbI CITYXK-
Obl, ¥ KOTOPBIN BCEr/ia MPeIIeCTBOBA YeMY-TO IIJIOXOMY.

— Hackornbko Bbiie?

Kacren Huuero He orBeTri1. OH yIIEN B TEMHOTY ABOPA, U €T0
MoJT4aHue ObLIO XyKe JTI0O0ro OTBETA.

% %k %k

Houblo ApeH npocHyJIcsl OT 1i1yma BoAbl. HEeCKONbKO ceKyH[
OH HE NMOHUMAJI, I/Ie HAXOAUTCS: HaJl HUM YE€pPHEJIN BETBU, CKBO3b
KOTOpbIe MPOOMBAJICSI HEPOBHBIN JIYHHBIN CBET, @ BOKPYT MaXJIO
chIpoy 3eMuI€r U JpiMoM. [Totom nmamsTe BepHynack. OHU OcTa-
HOBWJIMCh HAa HOYb Y CTAPOTrO OXOTHUYBETO HaBeca, MOJIypa3Ba-
JIMBLIETOCS, HO BCE K€ AABABIIIETO KOE-KaKylo 3almTy, 1 Mapek,
YCTPOUB JIOIIA/Ib HETTOJANIEKY, JIET Y KOCTPa, CKPECTUB PyKH Ha
rpyau. OH cnian. ApeH OCTOPOXXHO MOJHSUICS, CTapasiCh HE MIy-
METb, Y BBIIIET K PEKeE.

Oomnaka pazonuch. BriepBbie 3a ABOE CyTOK OH YBH/IEI 3BE3-
JIbl — POCCHIIb XOJIOJHBIX, SICHBIX, HEBEPOSITHO JAIEKUX OTOHb-



KOB, OTPaXaBILIMXCS1 B TEMHOW BOJIE, U HA MTHOBEHHE EMY CTaJIO
nouty xopoiro. OH cel Ha TUIOCKUA KaMeHb y camoro Oepera,
CTSIHYJI Callory U OOHAPYXKWJI, UTO JieBask HOra CTEpTa 0 KPOBH:
NATKa IPEeBpaTUiIach B OIUH CIUIOIIHOM OXOT, a HOCOK MPHJIUIT
K pa”e. OH BbIpyrajics BIOJTOJIOCA, OCTaJl U3 KapMaHa KyCOK
TKaHU 1, CMOYMB €r0 B peKe, MPIIOKMUI K naTke. Y 6omb ncues-
na.

ApeH 3amep. ITO MPOU3OIUIO HE MOCTENIEHHO, HE TaK, Kak
00JIb yTHIXaeT TIOJ1 XOJIOMHBIM KOMITPECCOM, a cpa3zy, Oy/ATO KTO-
TO MIEMKHYJ BhIKJIoUaTeneM. OH Me/IJIeHHO yOpasl TKaHb, OXKH-
Jasi yBUJIETb KPOBABYIO CCaAMHY, U OOHAPYkKWJ, YTO KOXa lie-
na. Hukakoii kpoBu. OH MPOBEN NO MATKE NajbliaMy U HAUTyIal
JIMIITH TOHKYIO KPACHYIO MOJIOCKY, CJ1a00 CaJHUBIIYIO TIOI TPU-
KOCHOBEHMEM. Uepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ Mcuesna v oHa. OH Joi-
IO CMOTpEJI Ha HOT'y, IOTOM Ha CBOIO JIaJJOHb, BCIIOMHMJI CJI0BA
oTIa — «OeccMepTHbIE He CTapeloT» — U MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK IO
TeJy IIPOIIEN XOJIOA, HE CBSI3aHHBII HA C HOUHBIM BO3/LyXOM, HU
C MOKPOM OfieKJ0U. XOJIO[, MPUILIENT U3HYTPH, OT MBICIIH.

On He xoten ObITh OeccmepTHbIM. Hukorma. CvepTs myrana
€ro, Kak Myraet JiioO0ro 4esioBeKka, — MITHOBEHHO, (PU3UYECKH,
J0 IPOXHU B KOJIEHSIX, — HO MPEJCTaBUTh, UTO OHA MOXET He
NPUITH coBceM, ObLIo emé crpamHee. [lotomy uTto Toraa mpu-
JETCs 3a/1aTh BOMPOC, OT KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOKHO OTBEPHYThCS:
YTO OCTAHETCS OT YesioBeKa uepes cro jieT? Yepes npectu? Yepes
MATHCOT? A €C/IY MPOXKUBENTL CTOJBKO, YTO MEPECTAHENTb ITOM-
HUTB JIIIO COOCTBEHHOU MaTepu?



ApeH nogHsIcA, He 3Has, KyAa JAeBaTb 3Ty MbIC/b, U B 3TOT
MOMEHT YCJIBIIIAN 32 CIIMHOW XpyCT BeTKU. OH pe3ko 0O0epHyJICs.
Mexay CTBOJIaMU HUKOTO He ObLJIO — TOJIBKO JIEC, TEMHBIA U
0€3MOJIBHBIH, 3aJIMTHII OJIEAHBIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM.

— Orent?

OtBera He nocnenoBasio. OH BEpHYJICA K HaBeCYy, YyBCTBYs,
Kak Mypaliku OeryT 1o CIUHe, U 0OHapyKuiI, 4To Mapek yxe
HE CIIWT, a CUIUT y KOCTpa, V111 Ha OTOHb.

OH cripocui, Obu1 1 TOT y peku. [la. 3auem? Hory Hatép. Ma-
PEK NEPEBEN B3MIAL Ha €r0 JIMLO: ¥ YTO? ApeH OMOI4a U IpH-
3Hascs: npouwia. OTel OMycTWI m1a3a, 1 ApeH MOHSAJ 0 3TO-
MY KOPOTKOMY JBUKEHUIO — I10 TOMY, KaK JPOTHYJIA BEKHU, KaK
YyTh CUJIbHEE CHKAJTMCh T'YObl, — YTO TOT BCE 3HAET U HE YAUBJIEH.
OH cen HaNpoTHB, Yepe3 KOCTEP, U CIPOCUJI, IVISAASA Ha S3BbIKU
TuIaMeHH, ObUIO JIM Y Hero Takoe panbiie. la. Korna? B nercrae.
[Touemy TbI HUYero He ropopui? Ilotomy uto geTu ObICTpPO 3a-
’)uBatoT. He HacTombko, ckazan ApeH, 1 Mapek He CTall CIIOPUTb.
ThI 3HaJ, 4YTO CO MHOM 4TO-TO He Tak. [Ja. 1 BCcE paBHO ocTaBm
MeHs TaM. §1 XxoTen, 4yToObl Thl KUJI, cKa3asl Mapek Tuxo. A Te-
neps? Oter| MocMOTpes1 B TEMHBIM JIEC, TY/a, 1€ 3aKaHUYMBaJICA
CBET OTH$1, M OTBETUJI HE CPa3y: TEIEPh 5 HE 3HAIO, MOy YUTCS JIU.

ApeH cobupascs OTBETUTh, HO JAJIEKO B JIECy CHOBA XpPYCT-
HyJIa BETKa — Tenepb Onnke, OTUETIMBEE, TaK, YTO HE OCTAIOCh
COMHEHHUI: TaM KTO-TO €CTb. Mapek MEJIEHHO IOAHSIICH, Bbl-
HUMasi HOX, U APEH BCTaJl CJIEIOM, YyBCTBYs, KaK XOJIO[ pa3-
JmBaercd 1o pykam. Kto tam? — npoutenrain oH. JlyHa Bblia



u3-3a 00J1aKa, OCBETUB CTBOJIBI IEPEBHEB, M MEXKIY HUMH UTO-TO
MEJIbKHYJIO — CJIAIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOBI Pa3IIsSiAETh, CIUIIKOM
TUIaBHO 1S )KUBOTHOTO. He Buraiics, BbIIOXHYT Mapek. ApeH
CKaj KyJakd. Y u3 TeMHOTBI JOHECCS roJoc.

— Mapek Beiip.

Oren; mo6nemHen. ['omoc OblT MYKCKUM, CIIOKOWHBIM, TIOUTH
JPYXeTOOHBIM — TOJIOC YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPhI He COMHEBaeTcs,
YTO €ro BBIC/IYIIAIOT.

— MBI 3HaeMm, 4TO OH ¢ TOOOM, — MPOU3HEC OH. Mapek moji-
HsUT HOX M CIPOCHJT, KTO OHU. U3 Jleca HUKTO He BBIIIEN, TOJIbKO
THIIIMHA CTOsIA MJIOTHAS, BSI3Kas1, ¥ TOJIOC IOBTOPHIL: MIM JTyYIlIe
otaarh Masiburka. Cepale ApeHa yaapuio CUjibHee, TYJIKO, Kak
KOJIOKOJI. Mapek cjiesa mar Brepé, 3aCIoHsIsl ero COOOM.

«OH He ManbuuK», — ckazas Mapek. [l Hux — Hert. Torna
nycTh MOAOMIET U 3a0epéT ero cam. [lay3a moBuca jonrasi, Kak
BJIOX II€pe]] IPbIKKOM, U FOJIOC OTBETUJI BCE TAK K€ CIIOKOWMHO: HE
ceityac. Uto-1o cBUCTHYNO. Mapek pe3Ko TOJIKHYJI ApeHa B CTO-
POHY, U CTpeJia yaapuiia B CTBOJ AepeBa Tam, IJie MTHOBEHHE Ha-
3a]] OblJIa €0 IPy/ib, ITYOOKO BOH3MBIIKCH B KOPY U JIPOXKa OIe-
penueM. bexnm! — kpuknyn Mapek. OH1 OpocHIUCH K JIola-
. ApeH cxBaTuj OBOJ, APOKAIMMU PyKaMU OTBSI3bIBasl y3€ll,
Mapek BCKOUMI B CeI0, IPOTSHYJ €My PYKy — Caauch! — u
ApeH, He pa30upasi, 3a UTO XBaTaeTCsl, 3AMPBITHYJI MO3aq1 HETO.
Jlomagp pBaHysa ¢ Mecra Tak, YTO OH €Ba HE CJIETEJ, BLIETIVB-
ek oty B nosic. [lo3anu pazganvcs kpuku. Eme onqHa crpesna
npoJjieTena MUMO, OOKHrasi BO3/IyX Bo3Jie yxa. ApeH 0O0epHyJICS:



MEXIY JIEPEBbSIMU JIBUTAJIMCH JIIOJ — HE TPOE, ropaszio 00b-
e, — TEMHbIe (PUTYPHI B CEPHIX TUIAINAX, OBICTPO, OECITyMHO,
CJIOBHO CKOJTb3s1 HaJ] 3eMJIEW, U CPEIU HUX OH Pa3IM4mII BBICOKO-
'O YeJI0BEKa C IIMPOKOM MOJIOCOM YEPHOTO keje3a Ha Mosice.

«Onu Hac Hanwm | » — KpukHy1 ApeH. OH 3Ha. YUrto teneps?
Mapek cMOTpes TOJBKO BIEPEA, B TEMHOTY TPOIIb, TAE€ MEJIbKa-
JIM BETBU U 3BE3/IBL.

— Tenepps HaUMHAETCS OXOTA.

Jlomazap nmoHecnach MO MOKPOU Tporie, pa3Opbi3ruBasi rpsisb,
Y HOYHOM JIEC 3aKPYTUJICS BOKPYT, CIMBIIKCH B €AUHBIA YEPHBIA
BUXPb.

k %k %k

A nanexo nosaau, Ha Kpato Jjeca, JInapa CopeH ocraHoBuMIIA
KOHA. OHa CIEMWIach U MPUCEIa y TPOIIbl, pa3riisabiBasi CIeIbl
KOTIBIT: CBEXUE, ITyOOKHe, eIllE He Pa3MbIThIe JOXKIEM, C HEPOB-
HBIM OTTIEYaTKOM TPECHYBILEN NOAKOBbl. OHA KOCHYJIACh IpsI3u
KOHYMKaMHM NaJIblIeB, MOTOM MOJHsIA B3I L. Briepeau yxonuna
JI0pora, ¥ Ha Heu TSHYJICS CJie]l OHOU JIOUIa/Iv, HECYIIIEH IBOUX.

— Benp, — cka3zana oHa thxo. KacreH nogbexan K HeH, U
JIOIIA/Ib TTO HUM (PBIPKHYJIA, BBIITyCKast 00JIauKo Mapa; OH CIpo-
CHJI, HalllJIa JIM OHA CJie]], M OHa MoATBepauia: na. «Torma Bre-
pEn». JInapa Bckoumiia B ceyio. OHa enie He 3Haja, 4To YeJIOBEK,
KOTOPOTO €l MPUKA3aHO HAUTH, CTAHET CaMbIM TPY/AHbIM pellie-
HUeM B e€ xu3HU. He 3Hasa, 4To OqHaX Il il MPUIETCS BHIOU-
parb Mex/1y IpUKa3oM U HUM. U He 3Hauia, 4yTo uepe3 HECKOIbKO
JTHEU BIIEPBBIE YBUJUT, KaK YEJIOBEK YMUPAET — U BO3BpaIacT-



cs1 oOopatHo. [Toka oHa 3Hana TOJIBKO OHO. Criell OBLT CBEXUM.
Apen Beiip 61 Bnepeau. 1 JInapa nomkHa Obuta €ro HauTH.

I'maBa 3. Oxora

—

K paccBery noxap HakoHen oTcTynuil. OH He yIIEN COBCeM —
NIPOCTO TIepecTa najaarh ¢ Heba M MpeBpaTUiICS B TyCTON Oeneé-
CbI TyMaH, KOTOPBIN JI€XKaJl HaJl HU3MHAMM, LETIIAJICA 32 KyCThI
¥ KJIOUBsIMH T10J13 110 IOpOre, 0OBOJIaKMBasI CTBOJIBI IEPEBbEB TaK
IUIOTHO, YTO T€ Ka3aJKCh HAPHCOBAHHBIMM Ha MOKPOH Oymare.
Ot 3emuin nogHUMaICA nap. Kosneu, ocTaBieHHbIE TeleraMu, Ha-
NOJIHWINCh MYTHOM BOJOH, HA TPABE JPOXKAINA KPYIHBIE XOJIOA-
HbIE KaIUIM, U Jaxe BO31yX, TSKENBIM U BIIAKHBIN, aX HE BEC-
HOW, a CTApOU ITPEJION JINCTBOU U €HIE YEM-TO JKEJIE3HBIM, I0XO-
KM Ha 3arax KpOBH.

ApeH IpOCHyJICA OTTOrO, YTO EMY B JIALO yIaja BOAA — TO
JIM Karwisi ¢ BETKH HaJl TOJIOBOM, TO JIM IEpasi IPUrOpPIIHS, Opo-
LIEHHas YbeU-TO pyKor. OH OTKPBLI IV1a3a U HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[L
0eCcCMBICIIEHHO CMOTpEJ B cepoe HeOO, MbITasICh MOHSTh, Ie Ha-
XOAUTCS U NTOYeMy BCE TeJI0 OOJIUT Tak, OYITO €ro BCI0 HOUb OU-
Ju nasikamu. «BcraBaii», — ckazan Mapek, CTOSIBIIMNA PSJIOM C
JIOIIA/IBIO U MOTIPABJISIBIIMIA YIIPSIKb. APEH cell, U CIIMHA OTO3Ba-
JIach TYIOW, HOoIIEH OO0JIbI0, OT KOTOPOW Ha MIHOBEHHUE MOTEM-
HeJIo B I1a3ax. Houblo OHM MOYTH He Criajiy: 1ocJie MOroHu OcTa-
HOBWJIKCH TOJIBKO IIE€PE], PACCBETOM, KOTZA JIEC CTajl HACTOJIBKO
T'YCTBIM M TEMHBIM, 4TO ITPECIIEIOBATENH, IO KpauHEW Mepe 1o



MHeHUI0 Mapeka, norepsyim ux ciell. Cam ApeH B 3TOM yYBepeH
He Obul. OH TOTHSIICS, HATSHY/I Callory, CTapasich HE AyMaTh O
TOM, 4TO JIeBas MATKA, elE BUepa CTEPTas 0 KPOBH, TETEPb HE
6osiesia coBceM, ¥ MOCMOTPEJT Ha OTIIA.

OH cripocuJi, crialt i TOT BoooIIe, U ycibiman: «HemHoro».
Korna? Korga Apen cnian. 3HauuT, o4ty He crnaj. Mapek 3ars-
HYJI pEMEHb JIOPOKHOM CYMKHU U HE CTaJl HU CIIOPUTh, HU OIPaB-
JBIBATbCS — TOJIBKO CKa3aJjl, YTO ITOr0 JOCTATOYHO. ApPEeH XOTel
BO3pa3uTh, YTO ITO HEMPAB/A, UYTO y OTLA MOJ IJIa3aMH 3aJier-
JIM Cepble TEHU, a PYKU ABUTAIOTCS CIMIIKOM MEJIEHHO, KaK y
YeJIOBeKa, JEJIA0IIEro MOCIeIHee YyCUINE Mepell MaJeHUeM, HO
npomomyas. OH yxke MOHsUT OHY Belllb: Mapek He coOupascs
pacckasbiBarh Bee cpasy. He nmotomy, uro He noBepsit emy. CKo-
pee, MOTOMY, 4TO OOSIIICS, ¥ ITOT CTpax, ITyOOKHIA, MOTIaJIMBBIH,
NIPUBBIYHBINA, KaK CTApbIi Ipam, ObUT XyKe JI0O0ro HeIoBepHs.
APpEeH NPUBBIK CYUTATH OTLA YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOI'O TPY/IHO HaITy-
ratb. B nercrBe oH Bujien, Kak Mapek OJIMH OCTAaHOBWJI ITbSTHOTO
HAaEMHHUKA, BABOE TSIKEJIEe ero CaMoro, — CIOKOMHO, 03 KpHKa,
IIPOCTO BCTAB B JIBEPSIX U IOCMOTPEB €My B IV1a3a. Buzer, kak Tor
TOJIBIMU PYKAMH BBITAIWII COCECKOTO MAJIbYMILIKY U3 TOPSIIErO
capasi, 0OXurasi JJaIOHU O TJelolye AoCKu. Bupjen, kak nocie
HECYACTHOTO CTyvasi B Ky3HHIIE OTell 3l cede TITyOoKyIo pa-
HY Ha MpeJruieube KPUBOW UIJION U MPOAOIKUI PadboTy, OyATO
HUYEro He MPOU30IILIO, U TOJIBKO MOT Ha JIOY BbIAABAJ, YEro 3TO
crowo. Ho Buepa, B Ty MUHYTY, KOT/1a CTpesia BOUJIACh B IEPEBO
Tam, e CeKyH/ay Ha3as Oblia rpyab ApeHa, Mapek ucmyrasics.



He 3a ce0s. 3a Hero. 1 310 MeHs1IO BCE.

Kyna tenieps, cipocun ApeH. K nepenpase. Ta, 4To Bblie 110
peke? Tak u ectb. A morom? ITotom Ha BocTtok. Kyna numeHHO?
Mapek nmocmMoTpesn Ha Hero, 1 B yrojikax ero rja3 MeJbKHYJIO
YTO-TO MOXOXKEE Ha yCTallylo UpoHuIo: «[loka He 3Haw0». ApeH
YCMEXHYJICS ¥ 3aMETHJI, UTO OTel] OUeHb JTIOOUT ITO BHIPAKEHUE.
«IToTOMy 4YTO OHO YacTO OKa3bIBAETCS MPABON», — OTBETHUJ
TOT, ¥ OHU JABUHYJIMCh AaJIbIIIe, Bels JIOMAAb B IOBOJY.

[lepBble 1Ba Yaca gopora Ijia CIIOKOMHO — CJIMIIKOM CITO-
KOWMHO, KaK ObIBAeT mepe[] rpo30i, KOrja BO3/IyX 3aMUpPaeT U Ja-
€ JICThsI IEPECTAIOT IIeBEJIMThCS. JIomaap 111a marom, MHOr1a
CKOJIb3$1 KOTbITAMU Ha MOKPOM IJIMHE, Mapek Modtu He pasro-
BapuBaJl, a APeH TO U JIEJI0 OIJISIIbIBAJICS, BIVISIBIBASICh B TYMaH
3a CIIMHOM, OTKY/Ia B JIOOYI0O MUHYTY MOTJIM BbIeXaTh BCAJHUKHU.
Ho tam HuKoro He Obu10. Jlec cTOs1 HENOABUKHO, OTSIKEIEBILINIA
OT BOJIbl, U MOCTENEHHO, TI0 Mepe TOro KaK paccerBasach MIJa,
B HEM HavaJlv MPOCHINAThCs NTUIlbl. CHavYasa rjae-To Jajieko 3a-
KpHU4aja COPOKa, pe3KO U TyJIKO, TOTOM Ha IpyroM Oepery peKu
el OTBETWIa €II€ O/IHA, TOTOM 3a3BEHEJId CUHUIIbI, 3aCKpUIIE]T
JSATEN, U BETep, MOJHSBIIMICS K CEpeANHE YTpa, MPUHSIICS MO-
TPSIXMBaTh BETKHU, POHsISI BHU3 XOJIOAHbIE Karuti. OObIUHBIN Be-
ceHHu aeHb. Ecin, KOHEYHO, He 3HATh, YTO 3a TOOOM OXOTSITCS.

ApeH Bc€ yarne JIOBUI ceOsl Ha TOM, YTO MPHUCTYIIUBACTCS
K KaXJIOMY 3BYKY: KOIIbITa, JIOMAIOIIAsCS BeTKa, MTUYUN KPUK,
00OPBaBIIUICS CIUIIIKOM Pe3KO0, YeJIOBEYECKHI rojIoC, KOTOPBI
Ha JIeJIe OKa3bIBAJICS JIMIIb BETPOM B BeTBsAX. OH Havyasl IOHU-



MaTb, [IOYEMY JIIOAU, KUBYIIME HA IPaHUIIE, BCerJa CMOTPAT Ha
JIOpOTry, MPEXIE YEM OTKPBITh 1Beph. OMAaCHOCTh PEJKO MPUXO-
vt ¢ mrymoM. OOBIYHO OHA CHAavajIla CTAHOBUTCS THUIIUHOM.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO YaCOB OHM JIOCTUIVIM CTApOM IEPErpaBbl.
Korga-to 3mech CTOSiT MOCT — KaMEHHBIW, IIMPOKHM, pac-
CUMTaHHBIA Ha TSKENBIE TEJIETd, — HO TeNepb OT HEro Oocra-
JICh TOJIBKO JIBA MAaCCHUBHBIX OCHOBaHMS MO 000MM Oeperam aa
HECKOJIbKO TEMHBIX OOYITIEHHbIX OpEBEH, 3aCTPSBIIMX MEXIY
KaMHsIMU B Oyprisiiieit Boge. Mapek crienmicst v ofonien K ca-
MOM KPOMKE, BHUMATEJIbHO OIJIspIBasA peKy. Jlasbiie Bepxom
HEJIb351, CKa3aJl OH, HO NeperipaBa €CTh: OH yKa3asl pyKou, U ApeH
YBUJIEN TO, YTO Cpa3y HE 3aMeTWJ, — KaHaT, TOJICTBII, CMOJIe-
HBII, HATSIHYTBIA OT OHOTO Oepera K Apyromy HaJl CaMOU BOJIOH,
U HEeOOJBIIYIO JIEPEBAHHYIO TUIAT(OpPMy, TIPUTSIHYTYIO K HEMY
pkaBbiMU Kosibliamu. [Tapom. Ctapbiil, CKpUITy4uid, C TOTEMHEB-
HIMMH OT BPEMEHU JIOCKaMH, HO 1iesiblil. Ha mpoTHBONONoAkKHOM
Oepery cTos1a KpoineuHas OyJKa, Imycras, ¢ paCKpbITOH JIBEPhIO,
Y3 KOTOPOM BETEP TOHSI IO MOy CYXHE JIUCThS.

ApeH cnpocuii, KTO UM yIPaBJIsIeT, U YCIbIIIA, YTO paHbIIe
OBbLI CTapuK. «A Ternepb?» — «YMep». — «OTIUIHO», — TPO-
6opmoTtast ApeH. Mapek MoJIoIIeN K KaHaTy, IOBKMC Ha HEM BCEM
BECOM, ITPOBEPsIsl KPEIUICHHUS, U TOT, [JIyXO MPOIEB, BbIACPKAIL
BbiIepkuT J1v OH JIOIIa1b, CIIPOCU APEeH, U OTel] OTBETHII: BO3-
MOXHO. «OueHb ycnokanBaeT». — «[loaToMy mouaenb ner-
KOM», — CKa3zaj Mapek, 1 ApeH, oMoJ14aB, 3aMeTUJI, UTO TOT
BCE-TakW yMeeT 3a00TUThcsA. OTell BIIEPBBIE 32 YTPO YCMEXHYII-



Cs1 — KOPOTKO, TO-HACTOSIIIEMY, — U 3TO HEOKHUJJAHHO COTPEJIo
Apena 6omblie, YeM LesbIid 9ac ObICTPON XOIbOBI.

OnHu norpy3uiu Jomaap Ha miatgopmy, JOIr0 yroBapubasi
e€, I1a/14 110 111ee U I1IeYa YTO-TO YCIOKauBaoIlee, OTOMY 4TO
KOOBLIA yIHpasiach, KOCKIIA I71a30M Ha OypIISIIIYIO BOY M BCXpa-
nbIBaJIa, YYBCTBYS MOJ KONbITAMM Kavaoluecs Aocku. Ilepe-
npaBa JABUTaIach MeIJIeHHO, HexoTs. KaHar ckpwurern, Bona Oyp-
JI1J1a o[l HoraMu, Oenast reHa Opocasachk Ha Kpast raTtopMsl U
CTeKasa MexXJly JIOCKaMu. ApeH CTOsIT y caMoro Kpast 1 CMOTpel
BHM3: peKa ObUla HACTOJIBKO OBICTPOM, YTO OT OJHOTO B3MIIsAIA
Ha He€ KPyKWJIach T0JI0Ba, — MYyTHas, TSOKENast, MoMHast 00JIoM-
KOB, OHAa HECJIaCh MUMO C [JTyXUM BOpYaHUEM, OyATO CIIelnia
KyJIa-TO, IJIe €€ KJaJu.

«He cmoTpmn», — ckazan Mapek. ApeH OTBETHII, UTO He OOUT-
Cs1 BBICOTBI, M OTEI] BO3Pa3MJl: OH HE MPO BBICOTY. ApPeH MOCMOT-
peJl Ha Hero: TOT JiepKaJics 3a MOBO/bsi 00EUMU PyKaMU U TJIsifieN
HE Ha BOJy, a Ha TOT Oeper, Ha TEMHYIO CTeHy Jieca 3a OyaKou
napoMuka. OH Cripocuil, AyMaeT Jd OTel, YTO UX JOTOHSAT, U
yensimant: aa. Korna? Eciam npecnefoBareny 3HaIOT 10pory —
ceronHsi. Ecim Her — 3aBTpa. U uto Toraa genatb? YXOIUTb.
Kyna? B DiipeH. ApeH yIuBUIICs HACTOJIBbKO, YTO JaXe MepecTall
CMOTPETH Ha BOAY: Pa3Be OTeI] HE TOBOPWII, YTO TyJa Henb3s? OH
TOBOPHJI ITPO I0KHBIE JOPOTH, & DUPEH BOCTOUHEE. FIMEHHO.

ApeH 3aayma’cs, ciyiiasi, Kak CKpUIUT KaHaT. DWpeH OH
3HAJI TOJIBKO TI0 PaccKa3am: Topojl B TOpax, OKPYKEHHBIH I1axTa-
MM, T T00BIBAIOT XKeJIe30 M TO CTPAHHOE YEPHOE BEIECTBO, O



KOTOPOM OTel| HUKOT/Ia HE TOBOPUJI, & TOPTOBLIbI OHMKAJIH TO-
soc. OH cripocuil, €CThb JIM TaM YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY OTell I0BEps-
eT, 1 Mapek 10Jaro Modaj, npek/ie 4eM OTBETUTh: HeT. Torna
3auem Tyaa uaru? [Toromy 4TO Tam €CThb MecTa, I71e JIETKO UCUE3-
HyTb. B maxrax, B ropax. A eciu ux HaiayT u Tam? Torga oHu
Oy/IyT YXOIUTb JTaIbIlie. A eClii 9TO He ToMoxeT? Mapek nosep-
HYJICA K HEMY, 1 APEH OCEKCs, YBUJIEB €T0 JIMLIO — CIIOKOMHOE,
ycTasoe, HO ¢ TOl 0coO0l TBEPIOCTHIO B I71a3axX, KOTOpasi MOSIB-
JIsIeTCs y JIIOAEW, JaBHO PEIIMBIINX, 32 YTO OHU FOTOBbl YMEPETh.

— Iloka MBI )KHBBI, — CKa3aJl OH, — Yy HaC €CTb BApUAHTBHI.

OH npou3HEC ITO CMNOKOWHO, ouTH OymHMYHO. M1 ApeH 3a-
MIOMHUJIL.

% %k ok

JInapa Hamuia nepBbli e Yepes JBa 4aca MocJe Nepernpashl.
Ona exauna Briepeau orpsa: KacreHn octaBuil e IeCcTepbIX JIo-
JIei, XOPOIIMX OXOTHUKOB, IIPUBBIYHBIX K JIOJITUM IMOTOHSIM, HO
JInapa npeanourrana uATA NEPBOM — HE MOTOMY, YTO CUMTATIA
ceOst JIydIlie OCTaJbHBIX, a TOTOMY, YTO yMeJla YUTaTh CJIeH TaK,
KaK YATAIOT OTKPHITYIO KHUTY. YelloBeK OCTaBIseT 0 cede ropas-
10 Oosbllie CBE/IEHHI, YeM JAyMaeT: CJIOMaHHYIO BETKY, [IIyOUHY
OTIIEYaTKa, HallpaBJieHUe, B KOTOPOM C/IBUHYTA I'Psi3b HA KaMHe,
BBICOTY MIPUMSITOW TPaBbl, JAkKe TO, KaK JIOAAb MEPECTABIISIET
HOI'M TOJI TSKECTBIO CEI0KA. 3eMJIsl IOMHUJIA BCEX, KTO MO HEer
MIPOXOJIHII, M HY’KHO OBUIO TOJIBKO YMETh €€ CITyIIaTb.

OHa ocTaHOBMJIACh, COCKOYMJIA C CeJ|JIa U ITpUcena y Kpas J10-
POr", BIJISIABIBASICH B MOKPYIO IVIMHY. 3/€Ch TPOXOIUIIM JIBE JIO-



MIQJN: OflHA TSKENasi, ¢ ITyOOKUM CJeIoM, BTOpasi — Jierye,
nieuas 4yTb B CTOpoHe. «OTel U CbhlH», — CKa3aja OHa, He
ob6opaunBasicb. OIUH U3 OXOTHUKOB, MOJIOION, JIET JABAIIATH,
nojrbexait Ovke U CKIIOHUJICS B Celljie, CpaliuBasi, OTKyJa OHa
3HaeT. JInapa ykazasa najbLeM Ha CJIe/l: JIOIaab HECET IBYX JIIO-
aeit. [lo rmyOune. MoxeT ObITh, OMVH YEJIOBEK C TSIKETBIM Ipy-
3om? Torga cnen ObUT ObI IpyruM, OOBSICHUIIA OHA: BEC pacIpe-
nensiercss uHaue. OH KUBHYI, U TIO €ro JIMIy ObUIO BUJIHO, YTO
OH 3alIOMHMT 3TO.

JInapa nonuia gaselie nemkoM, BeAs JIOMaab B IOBOAY U HE
CBOAA IMa3 ¢ 3eMyM. Yepes Baiarh 1aroB OHa OOHAPYKUIA
OTIIEYATOK Carlora: MyXCKOW, CPEJHErO pa3Mepa, € MOUYTH CTEP-
TOHN MoAoNBoOM. Psiiom sexkan Bropoui ciien — riyoxke, 1mmpe,
yBepeHHee. Ctapmmii UIET MEPBbIM, CKa3ajla OHA; KOrAa OXOT-
HUK CIIPOCHUJI, IOYEMY, OTBETUJIA: TPUBBIYKA. MOXHO JIK onpe-
JeuThb 310 110 creay? MHorga. OHa BbipsAAMUIIach, cesalia emie
HECKOJIPKO 11aroB, OCTAHOBWJIACH Y OITYCTHJIACh HA OHO KOJIEHO:
B MOKPOM TpaBe, Y CaMOro KOpHs KyCTa, JieKaia MajieHbKast Me-
TaJUTM4YecKas Aetasb. JInapa nogHsia e€ U moBeprena Ha Jiajgo-
HU — KyCOYEK Me/IY, TOHKHA, C OAHUM OOJIOMaHHBIM 3YyOIIOM,
MOTEMHEBIIUI OT BpeMeHu. OHa MoAHecna ero K CBeTy U pac-
CMOTpeJia BHUMaTesbHee: (hopMa HeOObIYHASI, CITUIIIKOM TOHKAs,
CJTUIIIKOM TOYHAS JIJIs1 OOBIYHOTO CEJIbCKOTO MHCTPYMEHTA, U 3y0-
Ibl PACTIONIOKEHBI TaK, OYITO pacCYUTaHbl HA OYEHb MAJIEHBKYIO,
OYeHb CJIOKHYIO padoTy. OXOTHUK CIIPOCHII, YTO 3TO, 1 Jluapa
TOJIBKO IOKaJia TieyaMu, Kak 1 oH cam. Ho eranb oHa cipsiTaia



BO BHYTPEHHUI KapMallleKk IUiala, Ijie XpaHuiia caMble Hy)KHbIe
BeIlY, U He CMOTJIa Obl OOBSCHUTD, TIOYEMY UMEHHO 3TOT TIPe/i-
MET MOKa3aJICsl €M BaKHBIM.

3Hana oHa ipyroe. B oruére, kotopbiil Bpyun er KacreH ne-
pen oThe3/10M, 0 Belipax ObUIO CKa3aHO BCErO HECKOJIBKO CTPOK:
Mapek Beup — macrep o peMOHTY MEXaHU3MOB, CbIH — ApeH
Belip, nBaguath nsTh JIET, 3aHUMaeTcs TeM ke. OHa cMmoTpesia
Ha Me/IHbIN OOJIOMOK U Aymalia O TOM, YTO ecii ApeH JIeiCTBU-
TEJIbHO CBSI3aH C JIPEBHUM YCTPOWCTBOM, TO PEMECIIO, KOTOPHIM
OH 3aHUMAJICS BCIO )KA3Hb, MOKET OKA3aTbCs HE CITyYaUHOCTBIO.
CiydaiiHOCTBh MorJia 00bsICHUTh MHOTOE. HO He BcE. «[lasnbine»,
— CKasaJla OHa, CaJsICh B CEIJI0, U OTPsJ JBUHYJICS.

% %k ok

K nmonynHio ApeH Havaj 4yBCTBOBaTh YCTAJIOCTh — HE (pu-
3UYECKYI0, K HEM OH YK€ MPUBBIK, & KaKyl0-TO JPYIyIo, IIyXyIo,
OCEAAIOIIYI0 Ha TUIEYH TSKENBIM BIAXHBIM IU1aioM. OH He ka-
JIOBAJICSI, HE XOTEJI: MOCJIe BUEpalllHE HOYM OTell CMOTpen Ha
HEro MHaue, He KaK Ha CblHA, a KAK HA HEYTO XPYIKOE U Jparo-
LIEHHOE, YTO HEeOOXOAMMO JOCTaBUTH B O€30MacHOE MECTO I1eJIbIM
Y HeBpeIuMbIM, OynTo ApeH ObUT He YeJIOBEKOM, a TOHKUM Me-
XaHU3MOM, KOTOPbIH CJIOMAETCsl OT HEOCTOPOKHOI'O TOMUKA. DTO
pazapaxano. OH MoI4aj, HO YyBCTBOBAJL, KaK pa3/ipak€Hue Ha-
KaruIMBaeTcs Te-To 1noj peopamu, TEMIOe U KoJoJee.

«OcranoBumcsi», — BIpYr ckazayn Mapek. [louemy? Crnen.
OH ykazaj Ha 3eMJII0: TIOYTU HEe3aMETHBIN YeIOBEUYEeCKUi Cliel,
CBEXMH, C OTIIEYATKOM HOCKA, CJIETKa BJABJIEHHBIM B MSATKYIO



IJIMHY Yy KOPHEU OJIbXxU. ApeH Mpuces Ha KOPTOUKU U BIJISLIEIICS.
Ham? Mapek nokavain ronosou: HeT. OTkyna oH torga? Oten
yKa3aJjl Ha JIeC, Ha TEMHYIO TIOJIOCY JIEPEBbEB, YXOAUBIIYIO BIIPA-
BO OT AOporu. MoxkeT, OXOTHUK, Npeanonoxuwt Aped. Moxer
owbiTh. Ho otert, cyns no suity, He ObLT yBepeH.

Onu cBepHy/M ¢ 1oporu, 1 Mapek noBén Jiomaap 4epe3 Ky-
CThI, JIOMasi BETKM M CTapasiChb ABUraTbCs Kak MOKHO Tuile. Ye-
pe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi OHH BBIIILIM HA HEOOJIbIIION X0JIM, 3apOC-
U peIKUM Oepe3HSIKOM, OTKY/Ia OTKPBIBAJICS BUJI HA PEKY 1 HA
IIPOTUBOTIONIOKHBIN Oeper, rie Bofa Onectesia Mexay Y€pHbBIMU
CTBOJIaMU. APEH 3aMeTWJ1 IBUKEHUE BHU3Y, y CAMOW KPOMKH BO-
JIbl: HECKOJIbKO BCAJJHUKOB, IBUTABIIIMXCS BIOJb Oepera Hecrel-
HOM 1ienovykor. OH mpucen 3a CTBOJM M BIUISIEICS — TEMHbBIE
IUTAlIY, cepble 3HaKW Ha Iuieyax. OpreH, HNOoHsI OH, U Mapek
MoJT4a MOATBEPAUI KUBKOM. ApeH CIIPOCHJI, KaK OHH TaK OBbICT-
PO MX HalllJIW, U ycJblain: xopowui cnea. Ho Beap oHu exanu
He 110 jiopore. Bcé paBHO OCTaBWIM Ciiefl, OTBETUII OTElL.

ApeH nepeBén B3IVIA] Ha JIOIAadb, MUPHO KEBaBIIIYI0 MOKPBIE
BETKH, U B TOJIOBE y HErO CJIOXWJIACH MPOCTass U HENpUATHAA
MBICJIb: €€ HY:KHO OpOcUTh. Mapek MoJTyas Tak I0Jro, 4To ApeH
NIEPECIIPOCUII, M HaKOHel] ycublian: HeT. [Touemy? OHa HyxHa.
A ecnu u3-3a He€ ux HauayT? Mapek mocMOoTpe Ha Hero JOJIrMM
B3[JISJIOM U CKa3aJl, YTO TOI/Ia OCTAETCA HAJEATHCS, UTO UX Hal-
JOyT CIIMIIKOM TO3/1HO. ApeH He cpa3y MOHsJI, YTO TOT UMEET B
BU[ly, HO YEPE3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOHSI. Mapek MOBE JIOIIa1b
o0paTHO K Jopore, 1 ApeH MOIIEN ClieqoM, He 3a/1aBasi BOIPO-



coB. OHM Mpoexaad OKOJIO COTHU IIaroB, OCTaBJIsisi HA MOKPOW
3eMJIe OTYETIINBbIE, ITyOOKHE CIIe/ibl, 3aTeM CBEPHYIIM Ha CEBep,
K HEBBICOKOMY XO/IMYy, U Mapek, OCTAHOBUBIINUCH Y 3apOClieid,
BAPYT OTIYCTWJI TIOBOJ, U XJIOMHYJI Jiommaap 1o kpymny. KoOsuia
noluIa BIepen OHa, JICHWBO, Pa3MEPEHHO, OCTaBJIsIs 3a OO0
POBHYIO IIETIOYKY OTredaTkoB. Ho nx camux tam yxe He ObUIO:
Mapek BepHyJicsl K ApeHy MelIKOM, CTynasi 1o KaMHSIM U KOp-
HsIM, IJIe He OCTaBaJIOCh CJIe0B, U OHU CIIPSITATIUCH B TYCTOM HB-
HsIKE Y CAaMOU BOJIbI, CPE/IY TOJIBIX MOKPBIX MPYThEB, MAXHYIIUX
rOpeybIo.

Yepe3s nonyaca Ha Jopore rnoka3ajiuch BcaqHUKU. Jlnapa exa-
na Briepean. OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh y CaMOro Mecta, riae Mapek oT-
IYCTHJI JIOIIAIb, U JIOJITO CMOTpEJIa Ha CJIe/Ibl, IIOTOM Ha Jiec. Ka-
CTEH MOIbeXas C3au, MPUIEPKUBAS KOHS, U CIIPOCUJI, UTO TaM.
«OHM OCTaBUJIM JIOIA b» . 3HAYUT, UIYT Nermkom? Het, oTBeTu-
na oHa. Kacren Haxmypwuiicst u notpedoBan o0ObsicHeHui. Jinapa
yKazaJia Ha CJIe[[bl: CJIMIIIKOM poBHbIe. Eciu Ol Ha Jomaau exa-
JIM, 3aJTHAE OTIeUaTKu ObUTH OBl TTyOKe — BeC CelloKa CMEIIEH
Ha3aJ, a 371eChb IyOMHA MOYTH OIMHAKOBas1. Jlommaap 11a ofiHa.
OH npucMoTpesics U MeJIEHHO KUBHYJI: OHa TpaBa.

JInapa cnesna ¢ KOHs, IIIarHyJ1a B CTOPOHY OT JOPOTH, K Ky-
CTaM, M OCTaHOBUJIACh, 3aKphbIB I71a3a. Heckonbko cekyHJ OHa
CTOs1JIa HETIOABUIKHO, CITyIlIasi Jiec, BeTep, peky, ntuil. [ ne-to ga-
JIEKO CTYKHYJ JSITeN, CyXO U 3BOHKO, M 3BYK 3TOT MOBTOPUJICS,
OTPa3MBIIKCH OT XOIMOB. OHa OTKpbLJIA I71a3a U CKa3aJa, 9To OHU
psimom. Hackonbko 6mm3ko? Ouenb. KacteH yielOHyscs X0mo-



HOU, CIOKOMHOM YJIBIOKON OXOTHHKA, YBUAEBIIIETO T0ObIYY.

— Torpa Haiip€m, — ckasai OH.

% %k %k

ApeH ycnbllal rojloc paHbllie, YeM YBUIIE €€.

— Apen Beiip.

OH 3amep, BKaBIINCh B MOKPbIE BETBH, U TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK
naiblel Mapeka BIWIUCh eMy B IJIEUO C TAKOM CUJION, UTO 3aHbI-
na KocTb. «He oTBeuaii», — omHuMU ry0amu cKaszas oTell, HO Obl-
JIO MO3THO: KEHCKUI ToJI0C MPO3BYYal COBCEM PsIJIOM, POBHBIM,
CIIOKOWHBIN, 0e3 TeH! TOPKECTBA, U B 3TOM CIIOKOVICTBUM 3aKJTIO-
yasiach Bcsl yrpo3a. OHa 3Hana, 4to oH 37ech. VIBHSK 3alnypiia,
pa3ABUHYJICS, U MEX/1y YEPHBIMU CTBOJIAMM MosiBUJIach Jluapa.
Oma Obl1a Of1Ha, C JIyKOM, Ha KOTOPOM YiKe Jiexkasa cTpesa, v Te-
THBA ObLJIA HATSTHYTA POBHO, O€3 IPOKH, TAK, YTO OCTPUE 3aMep-
JIO Ha ypoBHE rpyau ApeHa. boibliie 3a €€ CIIMHOM HUKOTO He
ObLJIO BUIHO, U JIBUTAJIACh OHA OCTOPOXKHO, HE U3/aBasi HU 3BY-
Ka, CTaBsl HOT'Y C TOW BBIBEPEHHOU MSATKOCTHIO, TPU KOTOPOU He
XPYCTUT HU OfIHA BETKA.

ApeH cMoTpes Ha He€, U MUP BOKPYT CJIOBHO CY3UJICS JIO OfI-
HOW ToukM. OH 0uAaN yBUIETh OXOTHUKA OpleHa TakuMm, Ka-
KM €r0 PUCOBAJIO BOOOPaXeHHe C CaMOro IETCTBA: HEMOJIOAOTO,
TSKENOTO MYKYUHY C JKECTKUM JIMIIOM, MOKPBITHIM IIPAMaAMHU.
[lepen HUM cTOsIIa KEHIIMHA IPUMEPHO ero Bo3pacrta. TéMHbie
BOJIOCHI ObUIM COOpaHbl Ha3ajl B TYroW y3es, ofekaa — Ipak-
TUYHAsl, CEPbIX U KOPUYHEBBIX TOHOB, KOPOTKUI ILIAIIl U KOXKa-
Hasl 3alIiTa Ha JIEBOM MpeAIvieube, Y Mosica — KOPOTKUN Meu



C IIMPOKOUN YEPHOU MONIOCOU B0 KJIMHKA. JIUIo y He€ ObUIo
CTPOTUM, CKYJIaCThIM, C TEMHBIMA BHUMATEJIbHBIMU [JIa3aMHU, U
B HEM HE YMTAJIOCh HU 37I00bI, HU a3apTa — TOJBKO COCPENO-
TOYEHHOE, MOYUTH ycTasoe crokovicTBue. OHa He BhIIVIsAeIA Ye-
JIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN JTIOOUT YOUBaTh, U UMEHHO MOSTOMY ApeHy
cTasio He 1o cede: Takue Joay ornacHee Bcex. OHM He Moyda-
I0T Y/IOBOJILCTBUSL OT Hacwiivsl. OHU TIPOCTO CYMTAIOT €ro HeoO-
XOIUMBIM.

— 4 He xouy mpuuMHATH TeOe Bpen, — ckazana Jluapa, He
OITyCKas JIyKa.

Mapek THXO 3aCMesiICs, U CMEX 3TOT MPO3BYYaJl CYX0 U 0e3-
panoctHO. OH cripocuJl, 3a4eM ke TOrjia OHa npuiiuia, u Jluapa,
HE OTBOJIS1 OT HETo B3IJIsA/1a, Ha3BaJia ero no uMenu: Mapek Beiip.
OH otBetwI: «/lomycTumM», — 1 TOrga OHA OOBSICHWIIA, UTO e
HY)XEH ero ChIH, YTOOBI 3a/1aTh €My HECKOJILKO BOITPOCOB. OTell
NIpeUIOKUIT 3a1aBaTh BOIIPOCH eMy, HO JInapa cka3zana, 4rto yxe
3HAET O HEM JIOCTaTOYHO, U, TOKa Mapek 1maraj BIepe, BhIXOAs
13-32 BETBEM, OHA MEPEUMCIIAIIA STO CIOKOMHO, KAK 3aYUTHIBAIOT
OTYET: YTO OH CKPbIBAJI ChIHA JABA/LIATH MSATH JIET, YTO OH 3HAJ O
JPEeBHUX MEeXaHU3Max ropaszio OoJbliie, YeM MOJI0KEHO MPOCTO-
My MacTepy, 1 UTO €ro keHa 3Hajia o BeuHbIX.

IIpu cnogse «xkeHa» Mo Mapeka He IpOrHyJio, HE UCKa3u-
J0ck. OHO TPOCTO 3aKPbUIOCH, KAK 3aKPbIBAETCS JBEPb, 32 KOTO-
pou npsAYyT camoe Joporoe. Jlnapa 3ameTusia 3T0 U BCE ke He
OIyCTHJIA IV1a3, Ha3BaB uMsi: DnuHa Beiip. «He npousHocu ero»,
— CcKaszas Mapek Tak TUXO, 4TO ApeH CKopee yrajaj cjaoBa Mo



ry0am, yem ycipimai. OHa cripocuiia rmoyemy, ¥ OH OTBETHJI, UTO
OHAa HUYETO He 3HaeT 00 ITOM KEHIIMHE, a TIOTOMY ITyCTh He TIbI-
TaeTCs UCIIOJIb30BaTh €€ UMsI TPOTUB Hero. JInapa 4yTh OmycTu-
Jla JIYK Y CKasaja, YTO HE MCIoNb3yeT. «Bce Tak roBopAr», —
oTBeTHJ1 Mapek, 1 B ero rojoce He ObLIO HU 37I0CTH, HU BBI30BA,
TOJIBKO TIIyOOKasi, cTapasi yCTajJoCTh YeT0BEKa, CITUIITKOM YacTo
CJIBIITIABIIIETO OJTHU U TeE K€ OOelaHusl.

Torna ApeH BriepBble Hapyiwi Moryanue. CoOCTBEHHBIN ro-
JIOC TIOKA3aJICSl €MY YYKMM, CJIIMIIKOM BBICOKMM M JIOMKMM, HO
OH BCE-TakM CHPOCHUJI, YTO € HYXkKHO OT Hero, u JIlmapa nosep-
HyJIa K Hemy rosoBy. Mx mia3a Bcrpermivch. HecKonbko cekyH
HUKTO HE JIBUTAJICS: BeTep KayHYJI BETBH, U C HUX OOPYIIMIICS
XOJIOAHBIA JOXK[Ib, 3alIypUIAB 0 JIUCTbSIM. ApPEH BIPYI MOHSII
TO, Yero HUKAK He oxujai moHATh. OHa Toxe OblIa HaIyraHa.
He um — wmHaue pyku e€ He ObUIM Obl TAKUMH TBEPIBIMH, —
a TeM, 4TO MOIJIA y3HaTh, €CJIM 3a4ACT PABUJIbHBIE BOIIPOCH 1
MOJTyYUT HA HUX ITPAB/MBBIE OTBETHI.

OHa cka3aJia, 4TO OH JIOJIKEH MOUTH C HeWM B MOHACTBIPb Op-
aeHa. OH cripocuJi, 4To OyAeT MOTOM, U YCIBIIIAT: «51 He 3Hai0».
«3HauuT, Thl BPELIb», — CKa3aJl OH, U OHa TUXO BO3pa3uja, YTo
Her. Torga nmouyeMy OH JOJKeH e aoBepsTh? Jluapa nonro He
OTBEYaJIa, U CTPeJa B €€ pyKe He IIEJI0XHY/IACh, U KOIla OHA Ha-
KOHEIl 3arOBOPUJIA, CJI0BA ITPO3BYYAJIN HEOXKUJAHHO MPOCTO: HE
nomkeH. OHa He Mpocuiia O I0BEpUH, OHA ITPOCHIIA TOJIKO, UTO-
OBbI OH TIOIIET ¢ Hell T0OPOBOJILHO. Mapek paccMesiyicss — I'POM-
ye, pe3ue, — CKa3as, YTO ITO XOPOLIO MPpUIyMaHo, 1 JInapa xo-



JIOZIHO OTBETWJIA, YTO MOXET MOCTYNUTh MHaye. BoT Tenephb s
y3Hato OppneH, npousHeEc oH. Bt npukaszano npusectu ApeHa. A
ecu ToT oTKaxercsi? Torna npuaeTcs 3aCTaBUTh.

— Thl yObEIIb MEHsI? — CITPOCHIT ApeH.

OH ycablman coOOCTBEHHBIN BOMNPOC Kak OYATO CO CTOPOHBI.
INansupl JInapel Ha ApeBKe JIyKa €1Ba 3aMETHO CXKAJIUCh, U OHA
OTBETWJIA, YTO YOBET, €C/IM BBISICHUTCS, UTO OH BeuHblid. A ecnu
He BbIsSICHUTCS, TO HeT. Kak oHa cobupaetcsi 310 BbisicHUTh? OHa
TOCMOTpeJIa eMy MPsIMO B TJ1a3a 0e3 KeCTOKOCTH U Oe3 Koeda-
HUI 1 cKa3ania: «EcTh criocoOs». Mapek marHys1 Briepé, moi-
HOCTBIO 3aCJIOHMB COOOM ChIHA, ¥ MOTPeOOBaJI, YTOOBI OHA YIILIa
ceityac, roka 3To ele BO3MOxHO. JInapa kayHysa rooBo. OHa
HE MOIJIa, IOTOMY YTO yXke nosydusia npukas. Ot koro? U Bor
TOTZA, BIIEPBBIE, ApEeH YBHUJEI Ha €€ JINLE COMHEHUE — KOPOT-
KO€, TI0YTH HEYJOBUMOE, IPOMEJIbKHYBIIEE U NCUE3HYBIIIEE TaK
OBICTPO, YTO MOXHO ObLJIO MPUHSTH €ro 3a urpy ceera. Ot Ka-
cTeHa, ckaszaja oHa. OH pykoBonui oxoToil. A Bbiiie Kacrena?
Jlnapa He oTBeTWIa, U €€ MOITYaHUE OBUIO KPAaCHOPEUUBEE JIO-
OBbIX CJIOB.

Mapek BHUMaTeJIbHO CMOTPEN Ha HEE, U IO €ro JIMILY [TPOXO-
JJIa CTpaHHAs MepeMeHa: CHavasia NpoCTyNuia yCTanocTh, Mo-
TOM MpayHasi KaJoCcThb, OyATO OH BUAEN INepe coOoi He Bpara,
a 4YesioBeKa, MOMAaBILEero B TY e JIOBYILIKY, YTO U OH caM. «3Ha-
YUT, Thl CaMa HEe 3Haelllb», — cKa3al oH. OHa Bo3pasuia, 4To
3HAEeT JIOCTAaTOYHO, HO OH IOKayas rojioBoil. «5 nBauare jer
ommoancs, — ckasasl Mapek, 1 ero najblibl COMKHYJIUCh Ha py-



KOAATH YEPHOro HOxa. — bosnbiie He xouy». JInapa MrHOBEHHO
BCKMHYJIA JIYK, LIETHYB «HE HaJ0», Mapek MOBTOPWII «yXOOW»,
Y OHA OTBETUJIA «HE MOTY» TaK TUXO, YTO CJIOBA MMOYTH MOTEPsI-
JICh B LIIyME JTOK/IS1.

— Toraa crpensi.

— OcTaHOBUCh, — CKa3all ApeH, MOBEPHYBIIUCH K OTILY.

Mapexk He OTBETHII. ApeH IIarHyJ BIepeEa, MUMO €ro Iuieva, 1
JInapa ToTyac nepeBesia cTpesty Ha HEro, Tak ObICTPO, YTO OCTpHE
0Ka3aJioch B J1aJJOHU OT ero rpyau. «He nogxoau». OH HanmoMHMI
€M, 4TO OHa HE XOTeJla MPUYMHATh BPeAa, U OHA NMOATBEPAWIIA,
4yTO He xoTena. Torga mycts onycTut opyxue. He Moxet, noromy
YTO OH MOXET OKa3aTbCsl TEM, KOI'O OHa MUILET. «$] yenoBek», —
ckazan ApeH. «4 3Hawo». «Torma Bc€ mpocto». Ho JInapa cmort-
pena Ha Hero Tak, OyaTo BUeNa He ero, a KOro-To JIpyroro, cTo-
SIIIIETO 3a ero CIUHOM, U ckaszasia: «Hert. 1 Buzena 6eccMepTHBIX.
OHM TOXE KOT/Aa-TO ObUIH JTIObMU>.

Mapek pe3ko Besies1 ApeHy OTONTU Ha3all, HO ApeH He OTCTY-
m. OH ycoblman, Kak B ero COOCTBEHHOM ToJIoce MpOo3BYyYa-
JIO YTO-TO HOBOE, TBEPIOE, TTOUTH UYKOE: OH CITPOCHUJI, BEPUT JIU
OHAa, YTO OH OJIMH W3 HUX, U YCJbIIIAJ, YTO OHA He 3HaeT. «To-
ra NpoBepp», — CKazasl oH. OHa HaXMypPHJIaCh U NIEPECIIPOCH-
Jla, KaK, ¥ OH HAallOMHUJ e 0 crocobax. JImapa momyana gonro,
a OH cJienaj enié 1mar, Tak YTo OCTPUE CTPEJIbl OUTH YIEPIIOCH B
TKaHb pyoaxu. «IIpoBepb». He Hafo, orBeTnna oHa. [Totomy uto
ecqu oHa ormOETrcs. .. OHa He 3aKOHUYMIIA, M ApeH BAPYT MOHST,
YTO BIIEPBBIE 32 BCIO TIOTOHIO OHA TO-HacTosmemy oontcsi. He



ero. [locnencTBuii: TOro, 4Yto NMpUAETCA JAeaTh, €CJIU MPOBEPKa
YTO-TO MOKAXET, U TOTO, YTO MPUAETCA AeJaTh, €CJIM OHA HUYETO
HE MOKaXxeT.

— Ecnu st 0ObIUHBIN YeioBeK, Thl OTITYCTHIIL HAC?

OTtBeTa OH KJaj Tak JOJITrO, YTO YCIIeJI YCIIbIIATh, KaK Karaet
Bona ¢ BerBer. [Totom JInapa ckazana: «[la». Mapek pe3ko 1mo-
BEpHYJ K HEH TOJIOBY, HO ApeH He 3aMEeTUJI 3TOr0, MOTOMY 4TO
CMOTpeJ TOJIbKO Ha He€. OHa MeIJIeHHO OIyCTUJIa JIYK, HE Bbl-
IIyCKasl €ro U3 pyK, U OCTPUE Terepb CMOTPEIIO B 3eminto. «Ilox-
HUMU PYKY», — CKa3aJjia OHa.

Apen nomunHMICA. JInapa noonia CIMimKoM OJIM3KO: OH TO-
YyBCTBOBAJI 3aMax JA0XK/s Ha e€ Iuiale, 3arax MOKpoM KOXH OT
PEMHEN 1 YTO-TO elE, TOHKOE U YMCTOe, MoXokee Ha XBow. OHa
B3s1JIa €r0 32 3aIsICThe, U ApeH B3IPOTHYII: TAJIbIIbl y He€¢ ObUH
XOJIOMHBIMU, TBEPABIMH, C MO30JISIMU OT TeTUBbL. OHA MOBEpHYJIA
€ro JIAJIOHb K CBETY U JIOJTO BIVIsIbIBasiach B He€. Hukakoii cBe-
TAencs TMHuM. ToIbKO KOXa, CHeIPEHHAS TOHKUMU JIMHUSI-
MU CYJbOBI 1 CTAPBIMU IIIPAMAaMU OT UHCTPYMEHTOB, — OOBIYHAS
JIaIOHb OOBIYHOTO YesioBeKa. «Bumauiib?» — cripocu oH. «Ilo-
Ka HeT». OH He MOHSsI, YTO OHA UMEeT B BUy, U JInapa, Bbiyc-
Kasl ero pyky, HOSICHUJIA, YTO MHOTAA IIPU3HAKHU MOABJISIOTCS HE
cpa3y. OHa Moria Obl ONpeesuTh 3TO 0 KPOBH, HO HE CKa3a-
Jla, Kak IMEHHO. Mapek BCTall Mek/1y HUMU, KOPOTKO M KECTKO
Opocus: «JlocratouHo». Eii BCE paBHO MPUIAETCS TPOBEPUTH, OT-
BeTmiia oHa. «He npungrcsi», — ckazan oH. «Torma nonpoOyii»,
— ¥ B yroJikax e€ ry0 JpOrHyJjio 4TO-TO, YTO MOKHO OBLJIO TIPH-



HSATb 32 YCMEIIIKY.

— Thl ynpsamsii, — cka3aia OHa ApeHy.

— MHe 4acTo 3TO TOBOPUIIN.

— 4 Bepro.

B stoT MOMeHT 3a cnuHoil Jluapel xpycTHyjaa BeTka. OHa
MI'HOBEHHO pa3BEpHYJIACh, BCKUIbIBAA JIYK, a Mapek cxBaTwWi
ApeHa 3a rie4d ¥ MOBAJIWJI B MOKpYI0 TpaBy. Ctpena npocBu-
cTena TaM, IJie MTHOBEeHHUe Ha3a/l Oblia roosa JInapbl, v riryboko
BOIILIA B CTBOJ UBbI. M3 jieca pa3gaics KpUK, U U3-3a JepEBbEB
BBIEXAJIM TPOE BCAJHUKOB. Briepenu, npuaep:xxuBas pByIIerocs
KoHs#, ObuT KacteH.

— Hazaa! — kpukHyJ OH.

JInapa otcrynuia Ha 1mar, HO He roOesxasia, TOJIbKO BKaJia To-
JIOBY B IUIEYX. APEH NMOCMOTpPEI Ha OTLa, U1 Mapek, yxke BbITac-
KHMBasi HOX, KOPOTKO Opocuit: «bexum». OHU KUHYJIHCH B JIEC,
JloMasi KyCThbl, CIIOTBIKasICh O KOPHU, He pa3dupasi I0por, a mo-
3311 HapacTaJ TOIOT, JIS3T CTaJI U KpUKU. JInapa pa3BepHysach
M BBICTpENIIa — He B OEIJIeloB, a B OHOTO U3 CBOUX, PBAaHYB-
IEroCsl UM Harepepes: CTpena yaapuia B CTBOJI B JIAIOHU OT €ro
JIMIIA, ¥ OH 3aMep, moosnenHeB. «He cTpensTh! — KpuKHYy/Ia OHa.
— Ilpuka3 uzmenuics! JIoctaBUTh KUBbIM | »

Kacren pe3ko moBepHyn K Hed KOHA. ApeH U Mapek yxe
CKPBUIACh MEXIY JEPEBbMMU, U JIMIIb 3aTUXAIOIINNA TPECK BET-
Bell BblJJaBasl HarpaslieHue ux oerctBa. OH crpocui, ¢ yma Ju
OHa COIIIA, KAKOH e1lE MPUKa3, U OHA IOBTOPUJIA: TOCTABUTD KHU-
BoIM. Kacten 3amep, moTomy 4to 00 3TOM MpUKa3e OH He 3HaJ.



JInapa ckazana, 4To €ero oTaal TOT ke, KTO OTaJl HOBbIH MTPHUKa3
eMy camoMy, 1 KacteH oTBeTrs1, YT0 HUKAKOrO ITPUKa3a eMy He
npuxonuio. OHa HAXMYpUJIACh: 3HAYMT, KTO-TO odomien ero. Ka-
CTEH JOJIro Mosval, Misad Tyaa, rae ucue3 Benp. B ero razax
MEJIBKHYJIO TO, Yero Jluapa paHblie B HEM HHMKOIIA HE BUJEIA.
He 3nocts. Tpesora.

— BosBpanjaemcs, — cka3aj oH HakoHell. — HemenieHHo.
[TycTb OEXUT.

— Ho Beiip...

— Tenepsb 51 X04y 3HATh, KTO MPHUKA3aJI €ro He YOUBATh.

k %k %k

Apen Oexan A0 Tex NOp, NOKa JIETKKe He Hayalld TOpeTh, a
BO PTY HE MOSABUJICA BKYC *kese3a. Mapek EN Biepean, HA pa-
3y HE OIVISIHYBIIKCh, 1 OHM HECKOJIBKO pa3 MaJIaju, LEUISACh 3a
KOPHH, POOUPAIUCH CKBO3b MOKPBIE KYCThI, KOTOPBIE XJIeCTa-
JIY TIO JIMILY U pyKaM, NepeceKaniy HeOOJIbIINe TOMSIHbL, 3a/IUThIe
OnemHBIM, paccessHHbBIM cBeToM. Hakorell Mapek oCcTaHOBHIICH,
U ApeH, TSIKeJIO JIBIINIA, MPUBAJIIIICS CITUHON K CTBOJTY OepE3bl
Y Croj3 Ha 3emJ1i0. HecKosbko MUHYT OHM HE MPOU3HOCUJIN HU
CJIOBA: CJIBIIIHO OBLIO TOJIBKO, KaK 3aMeJIsieTCsl JbIXaHue, Kak
KaraeT BoJa C BETBEH U KaK IIe-TO OUYEHb JAJIEKO, 32 IEPEBbSIMU,
3aTUXAET IIYM [MOTOHH.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.
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