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Pon KpeueToBbix ObLT )KECTOKO BBIPE3aH 3arOBOPIIMKAMM, U JIUIIIb OMUH MaJTbuuK
YyJIOM BBIKHII B Ty CTpalTHyio HoUb. CITyCTsI TOABI OH BEPHYJICA O]l UMEHEM
Hukwutsl bormanoBa, ctaB Tpo3HbIM HaYaJIbHUKOM TaliHOM KaHIEISIpUN U BEPHBIM
nicom taps Iletpa 1. JIBa roma oH BeJl CKpBITHBIN CBICK, TIOMYMHSIS BCIO CBOIO

’KW3Hb OJHOM 11eJT — TOTaJbHOMY YHMUTOXEHUIO YOHiI] cBoero otiia. Ho
JbSIBOJIbCKAS] MHTPHUTA 3aroBopiiyka JlorogpkrHa repeBopaurnBaeT BCE: yepes
(hanpIBBIE JOHOCHI ¥ TPSA3HYIO JIOKB JlorogpkuH crpaBianBaeT HUKUTY ¢ ero
BEeHUYaHHOM keHou, OmaropoaHoi Karepunoit.JIlo6oBb 1 3aposkaatorieecs T0Bepye
MOJIOJIO’KEHOB B OJIMH MUT Pa30UBAIOTCA O SAOBUTYIO PEBHOCTb, YOOWHOE OTUYasTHUE
U cTpaiHoe HeforoHuManue. OcierieHHbIi rHeBoM rocyaaps [Erp I Bomouer
CBOETO JIYUIIIero UINENKy Ha b0y, a Ha KpacHoii 1omaam yke rotoBar 3magor...
Beinepxwut u crambHON XpedeT Hukuth aackue kazemaTsl? CmosxeT u Katepuna
3aCJIOHUTSH JTIOOUMOTO Bpara OT Kapakollero Toropa, U pactaer Jiu Jie[ 6e3pa3audusi
B OTHE WX 3anpeAe/bHON CTPaCTH.
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UcneneseHHBIN KaXKA0U MIIEHbS

I'1aBa

AHA.
WIENEJIEHHBIN KA ION MITIEHBS

Pon KpeueToBbIX ObUT KECTOKO BBIPE3aH 3arOBOPLIMKAMM, M JIMIIb OJWH MAJIBUMK YYJOM
BBUKWJI B Ty CTpallHyto Houb. CycTs rosibl OH BepHyJicst noj umeHeM Hukutsl BornanoBa, cTas rpos-
HBIM HayaJibHUKOM TaiiHo¥ KaHuesnspuu 1 BepHbIM 1icoM 1aps [letpa 1. [IBa rona oH BeJsl CKpPBITHBII
CBICK, TTOTYMHSIsI BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb OJJHOM 111 — TOTAJILHOMY YHHUTOXEHUIO YOuiAI] cBoero otia. Ho
IbsBOJIbCKAsI MHTPUTa 3aroBopiiuka JJorogpbkrHa nepeBopaurBaeT Be€: yepe3 (pasibIirBble IOHOCH 1
IpA3HYIO JIOKb JIOrofbKUH cTpaBiuBaeT HUKUTY ¢ ero BeHUaHHOH xkeHoi, OnaropoaHoi KatepuHoil.

JI1060Bb 1 3aposkaarolieecs JOBepre MOJIOJOKEHOB B OIMH MUT Pa30MBAIOTCS O SOBUTYIO PEB-
HOCTb, YOOWHOE OTuYasiHhe W CTpallHoe HepornoHumanue. OcreruieHHslil THeBoM rocyaaps IIeTp 1
BOJIOYET CBOETO JIYUILEro UILEeiKy Ha AblOy, a Ha KpacHoil ruiomaam yxe rotoBat smador... Boigep-
KUT JIM cTalbHOW XpeOeT Hukuthl anckue kazemarsi? CMoxeT m KateprHa 3ac/OHUTH JIIOOMMOTO
Bpara OT KapaloIlero TOropa, ¥ pacTaeT Jiv Jie] 6e3pa3inyusl B OTHE MX 3aIpe/ie/TbHOM CTpacTy, Korna
BOJIOTO/ICKAs! CChUIKA CTaHET JJIs1 HUX MOCJIeJHUM [IaHCOM Ha MCCEYEHHOE CUACThe.

YACTb 1

ITEJIEHA MECTU

I'mapa 1

B kaxnom amxeHuM rpada CKBO3WIA XMIIHAS MOpPOAA CTEMHOro Boxkaka. OH HallOMHHAJ
MaTeporo, pa3bsIPEHHOrO JIbBa — I'PO3HOT0, HE 3HAIOIIETO KaJIOCTU 3Bepsl, KOTOPbIN MPUBBIK OAHUM
JIMIIb TSOKETBIM, CBUHIIOBBIM B3IJISIZIOM MOTUUHSATH cebe modoe oo1ectBo. Ero msrkas, Ho myraoie
OeclryMHast TIOXO/IKa 3aCTaBIslla CHOABMKHUKOB 3aMUpaTh HA MECTE U 3aTauBaTh AbixaHue. MHTy-
UTUBHOE, TIOYTU MUCTUYECKOE UyThe Ha MAJISUIIYIO JIOKb U CKPBITYIO YTPO3y BCErla BHYIIAJO €ro
OKPYKEHHIO TPerneT U CyeBEPHBII KMBOTHBIN CTpax.

Ceituac monopoii rpad Hukura Metascs U3 yria B yrojl CBOero pocKOIIHOrO KabuHeTa, TOYHO
3anepThid B KJIETKE TUKUI XUITHUK. OH pelmTebHO He Haxomui1 ceOe Mecta. Bee ToHvaiiime, BeiBe-
PEHHBIE A0 MEJIOYEH IJIaHbl, KOTOPbIE OH CTPOUJI MECSLIAMU, PYXHYJIA B OAVH MUT. DTOT MPOKJIATHIN
CYKHH CbIH, 9TOT CKJIM3KHI 3MEEHBIII B OUYEPEHON pa3 BHICKOJB3HYJ U3 PACCTABJIEHHBIX CeTeil U
YIU3HYJI MPSIMO Y Hero U3-moj Hoca!

W3 rpyau Hukuthl BbIpBajics TIIyXOW, YTPOOHBIA pBIK. MOIIHBIA, COKPYIIUTENIbHBIN yaap
KyJIaKa COTPSIC CTeHY — CTapUHHbIE TyOOBbIE TTAHEJIH JKaJIOOHO XPYCTHYJIM IO €70 HallOPOM, a TsIKe-
Jible KapTUHBI B MACCUBHBIX 30JIOUEHBIX paMaxX HCIYTaHHO 3aApOXkKalu M MOKOCHIUCh. KocTsiku
NAJTBIIEB MTHOBEHHO Pa30MIINCh B KPOBb, OKPACHB OarpoBbIM Oe3yIpeyHble MaHXKETh, TIpaBasi pyka
OHeMeJIa OT TYIIOH, ITyJIbCHPYIOIIel 00T, HO MOJIOION YeJIOBEeK HIUYEro 3TOro He 3aMmedait. Ero nymry
70 CaMOro OCHOBaHM I BbKUTaJIa BCETOMIONIAIoNIAs, OellieHas SpoCTb, POXKJICHHAsI OT CTOJIKHOBEHUSI
C MOJJION HECITPABEAJIMBOCTHIO U THUJIOCTBIO YeIOBEUECKON MPUPO/IBI.

Huxkura 3amep y BHICOKOTO OKHa, TSKENO Y MPEPHIBUCTO JBIINIA, YIIEPEBIIUCH OKPOBABICHHBIM
KyJIAKOM B CTEKJIO. B ero TeMHBIX I71a3aX, YCTPEMJICHHBIX Ha 3aJIUTHIA COJHIIEM YCaJeOHBIN TBOP,
TUISICATTN OMAcHbIe, TPO30BbIE UCKPHI.

«Huuezo, Oezu... — sIOBUTON 3Meell YKycUJa MBICTb. — 3emas kpyenas, a nemas Taiinoii
Kanueasipuu onunnas. M3-noo zemau docmany. Ha Kycku nopesy, a ceoezo 0006loCb».
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«Ax, Cemen Hearosuu, cmapuiii mot auc! 3psi mol 3amesin co MHOU 3My ONACHYIO UzPY 8 KOWIKIL-
moluku! 3pst nokpuleaewtb u npsiueits Ha 2pyou Moezo 3aeliezo epaza! — OemeHo, HadaToM Ipo-
HECJIOCh B €ro pacKajieHHoM rosose. — Tenepw st mebst 6 nopoutok compy. Pazoaento, kak napuiueozo
komenxa! He 6yoem nowyadvi Hu mebe camomy, Hu MmeouUM NPeoaHHbIM POOCMBEHHUMKAM, O0YOb OHU
MpUMCObL NPOKASIMbL! »

I'pac pe3ko 3aTOpMO3HIT Y MACCMBHOT'O MMCbMEHHOTO CTOJIA, TSKENO Jplia. OH B yIop HOCMOT-
PeJ Ha CBOE OTpakeHHe B POCTOBOM 3epKaJie C MU3SIIHON BEHEIIMAaHCKOW OrpaHKOM. ['ycThie TeMHble
BOJIOCHI pacTpenajIich OT Pe3KHX JIBMKEHUH, IPEBPATUBILIUCH B HACTOSIIIYIO IUKYIO TpUBY. B pacim-
PEHHBIX, TOUTH YEPHBIX 3paukax MOJbIXao aJcKoe, HeyIpasisieMoe miamMs. M3 3a3epkaibs Ha HEero
IIsizies He OaropoJHbIA BeJIbMOXa, a ONACHBIH, TOTOBBIA K CMEPTEIbHOMY TPBIKKY 3BEDb.

— HBan! — BO BCIO MoIIIb JIETKUX mpoperel rpad. ['ynkuii 6ac packaTuiics moj BEICOKUMU
MOTOJIKAMHM TaK, YTO UCITYTaHHO 3a3BEHEJM XPYCTaJIbHbIE TIOIBECKH Ha TSKEJIOH JIIOCTPE.

3a JBepbl0 MTHOBEHHO MOCIIBIIIAIACH CYyMATOIIHAS, TAaHWYecKasl cyeta. benublii cnyra MBaH,
AeXYypPUBIIMN B KOPUIOPE, TOPOIUIMBO M UCTOBO MEPEKPECTUIICS, MPOIIETITAl KOPOTKYIO, TOPSUYIO
MOJIUTBY KO BCEM CBSITHIM O CIACEHUM CBOEH T'PEIIHOM IYyIIM U TOJbKO TOT/A, €Ba MepecTaBsis
OHEMEBIIIME HOTH, IEPECTYITIII TIOPOT CYAEUCKOro KabuHeTa.

— Cuymaro, Baile CHUATEIbCTBO... — OJIETHbI KaK TMOJOTHO I0HEI] pOOKO 3amMep Y CaMoro
Bxoz1a. OH UCITyraHHO BXaJl TOJIOBY B TUIEUH M CYIOPOXHO BIETTHIICS B TIOJIOJ COOCTBEHHOTO KadTaHa,
HE cMesl cieliaTh OOJbIlie HU €AMHOTO I11ara BriTyOb KOMHATHI.

Hukurta menyieHHo o6epHysics kK Hemy. OKpOoBaBJIeHHbIE KOCTSIIIKH €r0 MAJIBIEB BCE eIlle TITyX0
MyJILCHPOBAJIN OOJTBIO, @ HAa 6e3ynpedHo OeJIOM MaHXkeTe PaCIUILIBATIOCH 3/I0Belee 6arpoBoe MSTHO.
Ot 3Toro 3penuina VMBan noGesnes ee cuiibHee, TOTOBBIN B JIIOOYIO CEKYHY PYXHYTb Ha KOJICHH.

— Yero Thl 3aCTHUI TaM, KaK COJISTHOM CTOJIT B Mpoxojie?! — mpoaosrkai rpeMeTs rpad, cBep-
Kasi OuaMH U Jiesiasi yrpoKarolyii mar Brepen. — Vit 1, mo-TBoemy, JOJKeH HaJpbIBaTh CBSI3KU U
pas3roBapuBaTh ¢ TOOOH Ha MOBBIIIEHHBIX TOHAX ?!

HecuacTHblil ciyra OKOHYaTeIbHO TOTEPSI Aap Peud OT ITOr0 TPOMONogoOHOro peika. OH
CYAOPOXHO, CO CBHCTOM CIJIOTHYJ M HAMEPTBO YCTaBWJICSI B JIAKMUPOBAHHBIN MapkeT, 00sCh Aaxe Ha
MWLTAMETP MOAHSATH TOJIOBY.

— Tlomunyiite, rOCTIOAMH. .. — €/Ba CJIBIIIHO MPOMSIMIIVJI TIPEIaHHBIH CITyra, OYKBaJIbHO CXKU-
MasiCh IO/l STUM TSIKEJIBIM B3[JISIOM. — BBl M TaK TpOMbIXaeTe Ha Bech JIOM, CJIOBHO I'pO3a B Maii-
CKyI0 HOUb. K BaM B rocnofckoe Kpbulo 3aXOAUTh-TO KYTKO, BCE JABOPOBBIE 110 yIJIaM MOMPSTAJIHCh,
a y’K Ha I71a3a BallleMy CHATENIbCTBY MONAAAThCSl — YUCTasl MOTUOEb. ..

Hukuta cMepuit ero JeJssHbIM, MPOH3UTENbHBIM B3MIsiIoM. OH TSKeNO, CO CBUCTOM BBIJOX-
HYJI U Ha CEKyH/y TOIHSUT I1a3a K JISMHOMY MOTOJIKY KaOWHeTa, CIOBHO Oe3MOJIBHO yMOJIsisi He0O
JapoBaTh €My XOTh KaIUTIO TEPIIEHUsI B 3TOT MPOKJISATHIN AeHb. 3aTeM rpad cziesa HECKOJIBKO 11aroB
Ha3a] 1 HeOPEKHO MpHCEN Ha CaMblil Kpail MAaCCUBHOTO JyOOBOTO CTOJIa, CKPECTUB PYKHU Ha IPYIH.
OTciona OH MPHUHSIICS MPUCTATBHO, OYKBAJIbHO UCTIETENsisl B3MISIOM, PACCMAaTpUBaTh CKABIIETrocs
y asepeit MBaHa.

— Bot ckaxu MHe, MOOe3HBIH, MmoyeMy? — OIacHO TUXUM, BKPAaJUYMBBIM T'OJIOCOM 3aphbl-
YaJ1 MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK, M STOT HIENOT Mpo3Byvas s MiBaHa crpariHee mo6oro kpuka. — [loyemy
MHE BOBpEMSI He JJOJIOXKUJIM, YTO STOT CKOJIIB3KUN TUI OOBEJT MEHSI BOKPYT MaJibla, KaK MOCIeTHEro
nypaka?! [Touemy s, TOTOMCTBEHHBIN ABOPSHUH M IJIaBa KaHIIEJISIPUH, TOJDKEH y3HaBaTh O COOCTBEH-
HOM I1030pe€ TMOCJIeTHUM, J1a €llle OT TOCTOPOHHUX JIIoAen Ha yure?!

— BapuH, xopmurien, s, KOHEYHO, BCEH TyIION MOHMMAIO Ballly MPaBeIHyI0 sIpOCTb, HO CMU-
JyiTech! — kaJoOHO 3alpUYMTAIT CIIyTa, BCIUIECHYB PyKaMH U 4yTh JIM He MaJjiasl Ha KojaeHu. — -
TO, TPEIIHBIN, 3/1eCh TIPY KaKoM Jiesie? 3a TOCIIOJCKMM XO3MCTBOM U MOrpedaMu CMOTPIO UCITPABHO,
cepeOpo 110 Oriecka YMIIEHO, KOHU B KOHIOIIHE ChITHI 1 BBIXO)KEHBI, 4 B BAIlIM BHICOKHE, TOCYJAPCTBEH-
Hble UHTPUTH 5 He Jie3y U coBaThCs He cMero! [IpaBo cioBo, Ballie CUATENbCTBO, CAENANTE MUATIOCTD,
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n30aBbTe pada Boxbero ot ponu koszna ormymieHusi! CBoux 3a00T MOJOH POT, a TYT MO TOPSUYIO
rpacKyio pyKy JIOKHUC...

Huxkura ot Takoi UCKpeHHeH, OTYassHHON TUPAbl YAUBICHHO BCKUHYI T'YCTYI0 OpoBb. Besym-
HBI/, OCJIETUISIONIMI I'HEB HA MTHOBEHHE OTCTYIWJI, YCTYNHUB MECTO MUMOJIeTHOU upoHuu. ['pad
KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS, IPU3HABAS, UTO COPBAJI 3JI0CTh COBCEM HE Ha TOM UEJIOBEKE.

— Xopot1o, JagHO... I noropsumnics, — yke ropaszio Msrde u riyiie OTBETUI OH, OCTOPOKHO
noTHpas pa3oUTyIo, yIMOIEHHYIO O CTEHY PyKY, KOTOpasi Tenepb CHIIbHO HbUIa. — [1pocTH, BCIBLTNI.
B Horax npaBzpl HET, MOIOWAN ONMKe.

WBan Hecmeno cpenan JBa 1ara BIEpel, BCE €IIe C OMAcKOM KOCSACh Ha OKPOBAaBJIEHHbIE
KOCTSIIIIKY MaJTblIeB X03siMHa. HUKMTA mocMoTpen Ha paHy, Ope3rIiBO MOMOPIIIJICS U JOCTaJ U3 Kap-
MaHa OeJIOCHEXHbII IIEeJKOBBII TUIATOK, MPUHUMAsICh HETOPOIUIMBO MEpeBs3bIBaTh KUCTh. CTpacTh
yJIeI1ach, ¥ Ha CMEHY €l IpUILeST XOJIOAHbINA, PACUETIMBbIA YM MAaTEPOro CHIIIMKA.

— Tlonait MHe YUCTYIO COPOYKY U3 rapAepOOHOM, — POBHBIM, JICICHSIIIUM TOHOM TPHKAa3all
Hukwura, He misas Ha ciyry.

VBaH nrymMHo, C MpUCBUCTOM 00JIErYeHHO B310XHYJI. Ha ero GnietHbIe meKu BepHyJICs pyMsHell,
1 OH JIOOABWJI YK€ TOpasJio cMeJiee, C MPUBBIYHON YKOPU3HOM:

— Hy, cnaBa te6e rocrionu, oTmycTuso... CMelo 3aMeTuTh, OapuH, BBl ke BEChb IOM, B TaKOE
CTpalHOe CMSITEHUE CBOMMU BbIXoKaMu noseprii! IIpsmo XoTh cBATHIX BBIHOCH !

— Bpoixogkamu, 3HaunT?! — MrHOBeHHO TpeoOpaswicss Hukuta. Metayur cHoBa 3a3BeHeN B
ero rojuoce, a ryobl ICKpPUBUIIMCH B OMACHOM ycMenike. OH MPOIEANIT CJI0BA CKBO3b TIOTHO CKAThIe
3yobl: — Beixogkamu?.. Hy mpepxkuch, okasHHBIA. Celiyac s TeOe MOKaKy HACTOSIINE BBIXOIAKH !

C yrposxaronmm, MoMCTUHE JIOTHIM BUAOM HuKHTa KOPIIYHOM ABUHYJICSI HA BMUT OOOMJIEB-
uiero ciayry. VMiBaH ciImiikoM MO3HO MOHsUI, KaKylo IIynocTh cMoposuil. Criacasi CBOIO IIKYpy OT
©apCcKOoro rHeBa, OH C HEOKUIAHHOM OT caMoro cedst PHITHIO METHYJICS K BBIXO/Y. 3aXJIOMHYTh TsIKe-
JIy10 1yOOBYIO ABEPb YIAJIOCh B CaMblid IOCJEJHUNA MUT — OYKBAJILHO TIE€Pei CYpPOBBIM HOCOM Pa3b-
SIPEHHOT0 X035IMHA. B nociieIHnii MOMEHT cilyra ycres 3aMeTUTh, Kak Hukura kapTuHHO 3aMaxHyIics
MyXJIbIM TOMOM 3aKOHOB UMIIEpHHU, HO OPOCHII €r0 0OpaTHO Ha CTON, aKKYpPaTHO paclipaBUB 3arHyB-
IIMIACS YTOJIOK MepervieTa.

OxkazaBImch B oIyMpake Kopuaopa, ViBaH nryMHO nepeBest AyX U CyI0POKHO yTep OOMIbHBIH
XOJIOHBI TOT CO JIOA IIUPOKUM XOJIIOBBIM PYKaBOM.

«Hy BoT, 3a rpexu MoH, OnATh B HEMIJIOCTh Braj! YKCTHII Oec B HErO BCEIUIICS, HA/I0 XOPO-
HUTHCS | » — UCITyTraHHO MPOMEJIBKHYJIO B €r0 TOJIOBE.

VBaH npeKkpacHO 3HaJI, YTO OAPUH €0 U MaJIbLIEM He TPOHET — 3a BCe Iojia CITyKObl MAKCUMYM,
YTO MPUJIETAJIO €My IO 3aTBUIKY, 9TO CBEpHYyTasl B TPyOOUKy cBexas rasera. Ho tpaguims tpebo-
BaJla 6€3yIPEeYHOro OTHIIphIlIa cMepTeIbHOro uctyra. [loqgoopas noss kKadTaHa, Ciyra COKpyIIeHHO
B3/I0OXHYJI O CBOEH IOPbKOW [10J1€ ¥ BO BCE JIONATKU MPUITYCTHI K CBOEH TECHOH, AYIIHON KaMOpKe
T0]1 JIECTHUIIEH, HaJlesiCh TIepekaaTh TaM rpo3y. [1o myTv oH Ha aBTOMAaTe MONPABIIT KPHUBO BUCSIIYIO
Ha CTeHe KapTHUHY — OapuH CTPacTh KaK He JoOWI OeCropsiIoK.

B 1y xe cexynny Hukura ¢ Tpeckom pBaHy 1Bepb KaOnHeTa Hapyxy. OH 00BeJ OIyCTeBIIUiA
KOPUIOP SIPOCTHBIM, HUCHEMNENAI0NUM B3IAA0M. [TosoBHILIB ele IpoXkain OT TOHoTa COeKaBIIero
CIIyTH.

— Hy, nonaauck Thl MHE TOJIBKO Ha IJ1a3a, MEJIKHMIA TPeXoBOAHUK ! fI Tebe Takylo Tpernky 3aaam
— JI0 HOBBIX BEHUKOB He 3a0y/Ierih! — IrpOMOBBIM 3XOM BHIKPUKHYJI Irpad B IMyCTOTY, N30 BCEX CHIT
crapasich MPUIATh TOJIOCY MOOOJIBIIe KPOBOKATHOCTH, YTOOH y VIBaHa B ero yoexwuile rapaHTUpO-
BaHHO MOOEKATN MYypAIIIKH.
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OH KpyTO pa3BepHYJICS, HAKMHYJI Ha TJIEYH I1JIal] U CTPEMUTENIBHO BBILIES Ha KPBLIbLIO, CO BCEN
CWUJIBI XJIOITHYB JIBEPbIO TaK, YTO 33/1pOXKajii OKOHHBIE CIosiHble OKOoHIAa. Ha ynuue Hukura sxagHo
XBaTaJl PTOM IPOXJIATHBINA BO3LyX, HO MBICJIH €r0 ObUIN JIAJIEKH OT MOKOS.

«Mernkas comka, mpudmmkeHHas kpbica! M Benb kak ToHKo mien! Kak ke s, TepThlid Kanad,
nosepus Tede?! Jloxb, Kpyrom ofHa mMojjias JOXb W CIUIOIIHOE, nmputopHoe juiemepre! Ho s
orominy. Co MHOI myTKu Tuioxu. Hemapom meHs, Kak orusi, 0ostcsi Bce MOM Bparu!» — rpad
SIPOCTHO CKaJl KyJIaKH, YCTABUBLIMCh B TYMaHHBIN cajl. MBICJIEHHO BEPHYBILIMCh K CBOEMY MOJIOJOMY
cityre, IPOAOJIKUI JUAJIOT yKEe C HUM:

«Bort BepHych, — Mpogoka oH OymeBarb Ipo cedsi, — U JIMYHO 3aCTaBJII0 STOTO JIOOOTpsica
ChECTh BCIO TIOATOPEBIIIYIO Kallly, KOTOpYI0 OH MHe Buepa cBapmi! Hert, xyxe. OObsBIIIO eMy CTpo-
JKauIuil BeIroBop! be3 nuiiieHus xajnoBaHbsi, KOHEYHO, a TO OMSAThH MOWJET 3aHUMATh y cocellell Ha
OBEC sl CBOEH JIBOPOBOi cOOaKM... VI Besib y KOT0, CIpAIIMBAETCsI, STOT AypaK YUUJICS TaK BUPTY-
03HO HarieTb? Y meHs ke u yunics! Tedy, HUKaKoro yBaxeHus K IepBOMCTOYHMKY. JlagHo, myckai
MOCUIUT 101 JIECTHULIEH, IOMEP3HET AJIs1 IPUINYMSl MUHYT ABaLaTh, a [IOTOM BEIO 1oAath yaio. 1
€CJIM TOT MPOXBOCT 3a0yJeT MOJOXUTh TyAa TPH JIOKKU caxapa, BOT TOTAA s TOYHO... TPOCTO Tepe-
JOBEPIO EMY YMCTKY MOMX CaMbIX MapaJHbIX caror!»

Beinmyctus nap Ha npoxJiaiHoM Bo3ayxe, HukuTa 1eMOHCTpaTuBHO IPOMKO MOTOMAJ caroraMu
IO CTYTEHSIM KPbUIbIa — YTOOBI 3aTAMBIIHIACS B KAMOPKE I'PEXOBOJHUK TOYHO 3HAJL: «IPO3a» BO3-
Bpallaercs.

I'pad Bomen B mpuxoxkyo. B nome crosina MeprBasi, HeectecTBeHHas THIMHA. M3-1of sect-
HUIIBI HEe TOHOCUJIOCH HU 3BYKa, HO HUKHTA rOTOB OBUT MOKJISICTHCS, YTO CIBIIINT, KaK TaM OT CTpaxa
Y TIbUIM YMXAET €r0 BEpHBI CIyra.

I'pa¢ mpoiresn B rocTUHYIO, YMBIIUIEHHO TSKEJO JIBIIIA U BOpYA IO HOC PO «HEeOIaroqapHbix
uponoB». OH cesl B Kpecyo, OTKMHYJI TOJIBI TUIAIla U CTajl kAaTh. MUHYTa, 1BE, TPH...

Ha ucxone necsitoii MEHYTHI TTOJIOBUIIB Y ABEPU POOKO CKpUIHY/IM. B 1BepHOM mpoeme moka-
3aJics MOIHOC, a 32 HUM — COTHYTasi B TpH norudenu ¢purypa Meana. Ciryra nepeBuraicsi CTrpaH-
HBIMH, CKOJIb3SIIIIUMH TIOJTYIIAraMu, CJIOBHO TIBITAJICS CIUTHCS € 000sIMU. JIMIIO €ro BhIpaXxaso Takoe
r1yOoKoe, mouTy OnOserickoe MokastHue, 9to HUKMTe CTOMIO OrpOMHBIX YCHMIIMN He (DBIPKHYTH OT
cMexa.

— Bane... Baie cUATENbCTBO... — 3aMOTWJIBHBIM ILIENIOTOM BbIrOBOpUJI MBaH, He nopgHuMas
I71a3 U MPOTATMBast MOJHOC HA BHITAHYTHIX APOXalMX pykax. — Yato nzBonute? CBEKHIl... TOIBKO
3aBapwil. C TpaBamMu, Kak BbI JIIOOUTE, JJIS... YCTIOKOCHUSI HEPBUYECKOTO TPAKTA.

Huxkura cmepui ciyry cambiM CypOBBIM, JIEIEHAIIMM B3IJIs1JOM U3 CBOEro apceHasna. OH Mej-
JIEHHO TIPOTSIHYJI PYKY, B3sLJT YaIlIKy, C/IENIaJl IJIOTOK 1 3amMep. Yaii ObUT MPUTOPHO, HEBHIHOCHMO CJTaI-
KUM. POBHO TpH JIOXKKM caxapa. DTOT MPOXBOCT 3HAJ CBOETO XO35IMHA CJIUILKOM XOPOILIO.

I'pa¢ ¢ rpoxoTom omycTi yaiky Ha Omoatie. ViBaH UCTTyraHHO MKHYJT U 3aKMYPHJIICS, 0K A,
YTO cefvac 3TOT Yail MOJETUT eMY B (PU3UOHOMHUIO.

— Hy 1 9to MHe ¢ TOOO# Ien1aTh, Yy4eso Thl TOpOX0BOe? — JIeASTHBIM TOHOM cripocuit HukuTa.

— Kaznutsp, 6apun! — npegaHHo BbIIOXHYN VBaH, IPUOTKPBIB OAMH 11a3. — Ha KOHIONIHIO
BesieTh otBecT! Posramu 3anopots! Ha katopry cocnars! Ha Bcé Bama Bosisi, Hukura Hukonaesuy,
BUHOBAT, JypakK, HE CO 3J1a CMOpO3u1!

— Ha komromiHo, roopuib? — HukuTa npuitypuscs, npsya yXMbUIKY 3a KyJakoM. — Her,
1151 KOHIOIIHY ThI CJTUIIIKOM JIeHUB. VI po3ru Ha TeOsl TpaTUTh KaJIKO — €I11e TIOTHYTCS O TBOM yIIpsi-
MBI 3aThUIOK. 3HauuT Tak, VBaH. Hakazanue teGe Oyner crpamiHoe. Bumuis BOH Te mapajiHbie
Caroru ¢ cepeOpssHBIMH TIPSKKaMu ?

WBan norisiaen Ha 00yBb Tak, CJIOBHO €My MPEIbsSBUIA CMEPTHBIN TIPUTOBOP.

— Buky, OGapuH...

— UtoObl K Beuepy OHM OJIeCTel Tak, OyTO UX aHresIbl Ha Hebecax ynuctiiv! Komaphbl JOMmKHBI
MO/JIETaTh, BUJIETh CBOE OTPAKEHHUE B TOJICHUIIIE U OT 3aBUCTH NajaaTh 3aMepTBo! [ToHsn?
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— Tons, Bame custenbctBo! Be€ ucnonnio! — VMBaH npocusii, eaBa He YPOHUB MOAHOC OT
pamoct. — ByayT OrecteTs Jiyuiie 6apckoro riasa!

— U xariry, moAropesIyio 3aBTpa caM ecTb Oyzelb! — KpUKHYJ rpad yxke B CIUHY CTPEMU-
TEJIbHO YIUTBIBAIOIIEMY B KOpUIOp ciyre. M3 kopuaopa JOHECIOCH JIMIIb CYACTIIMBOE U 0OerYeHHOe:
«C mpeBeIMKUM YIOBOJILCTBEM, KOPMUJIEI] BBl HAIIl!»

Hukuta nokadan rooBou, caenai emie OAuH IIOTOK CIaJAKOro Yasi M HaKOHEII-TO YJIBIOHYJICS
B TIOJIHYIO CHITY.

I'pacdpekuit Tutyn u 3eman Hukura nonyuni u3 pyk camoro uaps [lerpa AsnekceeBuua rocnie
BeJIMKOH U KpoBaBo# [lonrasckoit Buktopun. To ciaBHOe cpakeHue OTKpbUio Poccum ponroxian-
HBIA BBIXOZ K bantuiickomy Mopio, a [Ij1s1 MOJIOJOIO BOMHA CTaJIO ITyTEBKOM B kU3Hb. B ToM crpani-
HOM, TOPOXOBOM OO0 IOHOIIA OTIMYMIICS OE3YMHOUM TOOJIECTBIO, KEJIE3HOW PElIUTEbHOCTHIO U
HEBEPOSITHOW HAXOAUMBOCTHIO. ['0]] 32 TOOM, PHUCKYS TOJIOBOW, OH MO KPYNHIIAM BOCCTaHABIIMBA
pacTonTaHHOE, YeCTHOE MMsI CBOEeW CeMbH. DTUM OH 3aBOEBAJI Oe3rpaHIYHOE PACTIONOKEHHE CYpO-
BOTO TOCYAapsi U CTajl OJHUM M3 CaMbIX NMPUOIMKEHHBIX JIUI] TIPU UMIIEpaTOpcKoM jBope. Ternepb
MOJIOAOH rpacd BO3IMIABIISUI T'PO3HYIO TailHyI0 KaHLIEISIPUI0 — BEIOMCTBO CJIOBA U Jiesa. DTO AaBajio
eMy Oe3rpaHUyYHYIO BJIACTh M OYEHb ITOMOIajio TAlHO pacclieioBaTh IIIABHOE, TITyOOKO JIMYHOE JIeN0
BCEH €ro KU3HMU.

I'maza HukuThl 3acTunana Garpoas niejieHa cJIeroro rueBa u BekoBoi sipoctu. [Iporioe Bux-
PeM BOPBAJIOCh B €r0 CO3HAHKE, M OH BHOBb BCTIOMHIJI TOT CaMBbIi 3JIOMOMYYHBIN, POKJISATHINA AECHb.

Haunnasicst oH yaMBUTENBHO 3aMevartesibHO. B mamsaTH SpKMMHU BCIIBIIIKAMHY BCTLTBIBAIA MaTe-
PUMHCKasi HEKHOCTb, TEIUIO €€ PYK M TUXUH, OaloKaomuii ronoc. Ciblmancs 3aJMBUCTIN, TPOMKUI
CMeX OTIIa, IUBIIIETO Yaii Ha BepaHe. .. A TTyOOKOH HOUBIO B MX MUPHYIO Yca/1b0y BOPBAJIMCH Oe3kKa-
JIOCTHBIE ToT0BOpe3bl. O0e3yMeBIIHiA OT cTpaxa MaJieHbKMi HukuTa ezia ycrien 3a0uThesi B cCaMylo
r1yOb TEMHOM KaMOPKH TIO1 JIECTHUILIEH. 3aTanB JbIXaHUe, CKBO3b Y3KYIO IIe/Ib OH B aOCOIIOTHOM
yX)ace HaOmoas, Kak HAEMHHUKH XJ1aIHOKPOBHO YOMBAIOT €ro 0TI, 0e33alIUTHYIO MaTh, IPEIaHHYIO
MIPUCIIYTY, COBCEM ellle KPOIIeUHYI0 MJIIIYI0 CECTpy | cTapiiero Opara. McnyranHsiil 10 cMepTH
MAJTBIIII U130 BCEX CHJT 3A)KUMAJT POT 0OEMMH JII0IIKAMHU, KyCaJl AJIBIIbI 10 KPOBH, YTOOBI HE BHIJATH
ce0s1 HM eTUHBIM 3BYKOM. ['OpbKHe Clie3bl OTYAsIHUSI KTYUYHMMU CTPYSIMH JIMJIUCH 110 OJIETHBIM IIeKaM,
a JIeJCH NI yKac HAMEPTBO CKOBAJI €r0 XPyIKOe JETCKOe TeJIO.

PacnipaBuBIIMCH ¢ HECUACTHBIMU U HACKOPO OOBICKAB CYHIYKH, OAaHIUTHI O€3KaJI0CTHO TIOJ0-
KIJIU PONIOBYIO ycaib0y. CTapruHHBIT OApCKUIA IOM, KOHIOITHHA, aMOapbl — BCE B CUUTAHHBIC MUHYThI
TIOJIBIXHYJIO SIPKUM, PeBYIIUM ITaMeHeM. OroHb jKaJHO TOXHMpasl MpoIUIoe, IMpeBpaiias B remne
CUACT/IMBYIO XM3Hb CEMbU M HAJICKHO CKPBIBAsi KPOBABBIE CIIE/IBI MPECTYIUICHUSI.

W ceiivac, cryctsi rofpl, nepes B30pOM B3pOCIOrO MYXXUYHMHBI, BHICOKOTIOCTABJIEHHOTO BEJb-
MOXH, BHOBb CO BCEH OTUYETIMBOCTHIO BO3HUKJIA Ta CTpAIlIHASI, pa3pbIBaloIasi yNly KapTHHA: 3anep-
ThIe B KOHIOIIHSIX 00e3yMEBIIHE MOPOANCTBIE JIOMAIHN MPU3BIBHO, TUKO PKaJv, OMIIMCh KOTIBITAMH B
3anepThle JEHHUKHU U CTOPAJIY 32)KUBO B CTPAIIHON arOHUH MOJTHON OECIIOMOIIIHOCTH.

UynoMm yreneBIIMiA MajJbuUK CIaccsl U3 TOr0 OrHEHHOro aaa. OJUHOKWMA, HAIyraHHBIU J10
cMeptu peOGeHOK OpeJT 1Mo JiecaM 1 ITyXuM oBparam. J1o 6oratroro iMeHus pOTHOTO JIsSITA OH J0Opasics
JIMIIb CIYCTSI TP MYUMTeNIbHBIX THS. Ha HecuacTHOM OykBasibHO He ObuTo snia. OH HAXOMWIICS B
r1yOouaiiieMm, TSKeIoM IoKe. Bee 9Ti OeckoHeuHble THU MasieHbKHii HUKWTa He MaKOBOM pOCUHKHU
He cbesl. OH MU TPSI3HYI0 BOAY U3 AOPOXKHBIX JIyXK U UCITyTaHHO MPSITAJICS B KYCTaxX OT JIFOOBIX JTOM-
CKHX T71a3. PeOGHOK MHTYUTHUBHO, KaK PaHEHBIN 3BEPEK, Uyssl CMEPTEJIbHYIO OMACHOCTh OT KaXkI0ro
Iopoxa.

Hukonaii ViBanoBn4 BoriaHoB BHUMATENbHO, C 3aMUPAHUEM CEep/la BBICIYIAT COMBUMBBIN
pacckas rieMssHHUKa. OH MopoOHO, IIar 3a [IaroM pacCipocki 000 BCeX JETANISIX CTPALTHOW HOUH.
C TOro caMoro 370CYacTHOTO JHS, paau Oe30MacHOCTH, MAJIbYMK HaBCEr/Ia MepecTag HOCUTh CBOIO
ponoByio pamumio. Teneps oH 3Basicst bornaHoBbIM. 1151 IPUHS CUPOTY Kak pogHOro ceiHa. OH
OKPYXHJI ero 3a00TOH U a1 JIydlliee 1Mo TeM BpeMeHaM 00pa3oBaHue.
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[IpaBaa, A5 BBICIIETO CBETA U JOCYKMX KymylleK HUKUTY OOBSBIIN «BHEOPAYHBIM CHIHOM
Bornanosa ot 1BopoBO# KpecTbssHKM». Ha Kakyio TOJIbKO TOPBKYIO JIOKb M YHM)KEHUE HE TOM/IEIIb
paay criaceHust XpyIKoW JeTCKOW xu3Hu! Beap Bparu He JOKHBI ObUIM TIPO3HATh, YTO HACIEIHUK
COXKEHHOTO POJIa BBIKHIL.

Hukurta yunics nmpuiekHo, KagHO BOUTHIBas HaykKu. Ho poc oH OONE3HEHHO 3aMKHYTHIM,
CYpPOBBIM U OTUYXAEHHBIM OT CBEpPCTHMKOB. IOHOmA rimy0oko Mogo3peBa KakIoro BCTPEYHOro,
BU/IS B JTIOOOM UeJIOBeKe MOTEeHIMaIbHOro npeaaresis. C caMbIX paHHHX JIET B €r0 TPy [IIyX0 KUTesa
Y KJIOKOTaJIa HeyToJiuMast skaxaa Mecti. OH rpe3ns KpoBaBOW pacipaBoil HaJl JIIOTBIM BOPOIOM —
HoroapkunbsiM. Ho mpocTo BopBaThest Ha 3BaHBIA MUP M MPIJTIONHO 3aKpuyaTh: «CBOJIOYD, s 3HAIO,
YTO 3TO THI BEIPE3aJl MOKO CeMblo!» — Obu1o Oe3ymuem. ['pacda ObI IPOCTO MOAHSIIA HA CMEX, COUIN
0e3yMIIeM U CTHOWJIM B Ka3emaTtax.

Toconu, CKOJIBKO CTPAIIHBIX HOYHBIX KOIIMApOB MepeHec 3TOT pedeHok! B kaxaomM HOUHOM
BUJICHUM HEM3MEHHO MIPUCYTCTBOBAJ Oe3KaIoCTHbIN youiiiia. Kak1yio HOub OH CHOBa M CHOBA 3aHO-
CHJT HOXX HaJl ero OMM3KuMU. MajlbqK POCHINAJICS B XOJIOMHOM JIUITKOM TOTY, 33/IbIXasiCh OT yKaca.
MecTb cTana ero Bo31yxoM. MecTh peBpaTuiach B €IMHCTBEHHYIO IJIABHYIO 11€JIb €0 3MHOTO CYIIle-
CTBOBaHMUSI.

Co BpemeHeM M3JIOMaHHBIN TopeM I0HOIIa Bo3myxkajl. OH nmpeBpaTUics B MOPA3UTEIBLHO Kpa-
CHUBOTO, CTATHOTO U HIMPOKOIUIEYEro MyKUMHY C APCTBEHHOW OcaHKOH. HecMOTpst Ha COMHMTEb-
HBIA, TBYCMBICJICHHBIN CTaTyC «OalCTpIOKa» U BHEOPAYHOTO ChIHA, MOJIOJIOM YeJIOBEK CUMTAJICS Ha
MocKBe 3aBU/IHBIM KEHUXOM. 3HATHBIC JEBUIIbI M TIPU3HAHHbIE CBETCKUE KPACABHIIBI 3aCMaTpUBa-
nvch Ha Hero. OHU TOMHO B3/IbIXQJIM U HarlepeOOl MeuTasu, YTOObl CYpPOBBIN KpacaBel] 0OpaTiI Ha
HUX XOTb KaruTio CBOETrO BHUMAHHUSI.

Ho Bcé 6bi10 TIeTHO. Mosonoi rpad octaBajicss a0COMIOTHO ITyX U CJIETT K JIOBIM KEeHCKUM
3aurpbiBaHUsIM U KOKeTcTBy. Ero cepmiie Obi1o BbDKKeHO. HukHTa yrnopHO, He mans CHl CTPOWIT
OMecTAINyI0 BOGHHYIO Kapbepy. [lapasiiesbHo OH 1Mo KaMHSIM BOCCTaHABJIMBAJ POJOBOE ITOMECTHE.
CKOJIbKO TOPBKHUX, JKTYUMX MYKCKHX CJIe3 OH TAaHO MIPOJIMJI Ha YEPHOM TIEMeHUIIe POAHOTO I0Ma —
He TepeaTh HOUKaKMMH CIIOBaMH.

Tsoxensle MbICIM TIpepBal AEIUKATHBIA, Jake KaKOH-TO 3auCKMBaOUMi ckpexer. Ilenena
rHeBa paccesuiach, 1 HukuTa moBepHys roioBy. VI30rHyBIIMCH B MIOYTUTETIHEHOM TOKJIOHE, OOKOM
npocouwics ViBaH. B pykax OH ¢ BeJIMYalIIMM TPENEeTOM, CJIOBHO CBSIThIE MOIIIH, JIepKaJl Te CaMble
napaHble Carory ¢ cepeOpsSHbIMU NpshKKaMu. Caroru AeHCTBUTENBHO CHSUU TaK, YTO HA HUX OOJIBHO
ObLIIO CMOTPETb.

— Barrte cusATenbCTBO, — BKPaJUMBO 3allIENTall CIyra, KOCSCh Ha XO35IMHA C OMACKOM, HO yXke
0e3 MpeKHEero MaHu4YecKoro yxaca. — Bc€ ncnonaeHo B sydriem Buae. Komapsl, Kak Bbl M TPUKa-
3bIBAJIU, TOJIETaTh OOATCS — OBIOTCS O ToJIeHMIIe HacMepTh. Kya nmpukaskere ux moctaBuTh?

Hukuta nocMotpen Ha cusiiolnyio o0yBb, 3aTeM Ha KpyIITylo, peAaHHyio ¢puzroHomuio ViBaHa.
Tsoxenslil KoM, CKMMAaBILIMK Tpyab rpadga MTHOBEHHE Ha3all, OKOHYaTeJIbHO pacTtasi. KusHp npo-
noikanack. M B 9TOM HOBOM KW3HU Y HErO ObLT 3TOT HEBBIHOCUMBIH, HATJIBIN, HO TOTOBBIN TIOMTH 32
HUM B OTOHb JIypakK.

— CraBb ciofa, 4y/io nepHatoe, — yXke COBEpIISHHO CIIOKOMHO OypkHy1 Hukuta, ycakuBasich
B Kpecyio. — U Benu 3aknansiBarh Kapety. Enem k asze. [la noxkusee NoBOpauMBaics, NOKa 5 He
BCTIIOMHIJL, YTO Thl MHE TIOJTYaca Ha3a/, HaroBOPHJI.

VBaH pagocTHO 3aKMBAJT, CBEPKHYB 3y0OaMu, U BUXPEM BbLIETE]I BOH — OPraHM30BbIBATH OTb-
e31. Kora oHM mouTH nogbexaiu ciyra BCIIOMHUI, O YeM 3a0bLT OOMOJIBUTCS:

— Barte cusiTenbcTBO, — BKPAIYMBO 3alIeNTal OH, 3aMETHUB, YTO XO35MH MPHIIIENT B ceOsl. —
Bbi He u3BOJIbTE THEBATHCS, 51 U KapTaH Balll JydIIUd YJIOKWUI, U CyXapeil B Jopory B3sil... TOMbKO
BOT CO CTpaxy JIOKKH cepeOpsiHble B KOMOZIe 3a0bUl MepecurTarh. ECM UX KTO yTalwT, BB YK Ha
MEeHsI pacTpary He MUIIUTE, JTaJHO?
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Huxkwra nuie ycrano MaxHys1 pykoil. Tsokesslii KoM B IpyId HEMHOTO OTIYCTHIL. DTOT HEBBI-
HOCHMBI¥ IPOXBOCT CBOEH OBITOBOM CYETOHM yMeJ Pa3rOHSITh JJaKe CaMble KyTKHE KOIIMAaphI.

Tsoxenas 1opoxkHasi Kapera ¢ TpOXOTOM OCTAaHOBMJIACH BO3JIE MApaJHOrO KPbUIbIA TOMECThS
Bornanoseix. He noxumasice, moka jakei OTKUHET MOJHOKKY, MOJIOZION YeJIOBeK OYKBaJIbHO BbIJIETE
HapyXKy, Tskeso Jpima. OH CTpeMUTENIbHO BOpBajcs B A0M. VIBaH ceMeHun cejoM, HarpyKeHHbIN
y3JIaMH Y UCITyTaHHO O3MPAIOIIMIACS Ha HE3HAKOMBIX JSAUHBIX CIIYT.

— Hana! Oans, Bcé nponaso! Beé netut k yeptsam! — HeucroBo 3akpuyail Hukura npsmo
c mopora, cOpacbiBasi Ha pyky MofckoumnBiieMy VBany nopoxHsiil roiam. Ciiyra OT HEOXHUJIaHHO-
CTH 4YyTb HE morped moj TSKEJIOM TKaHbIo U Carlord, M COOCTBEHHYIO rosioBy. — Kparun, nomert,
copBaJics ¢ Kpiouka! dta TBaph nodexana JoHocuTh JJoroabkuHy! A Beb s 9Ty IPUTPETYIO KPhICY
TaK yMacJauBaJl, TaK MpUKapMInBalL... Ty, Mmep3ocTh Kakasi! Kakast rHib!

— U He roBopuTe, Ballle CUATEIbCTBO, YUCTAsI THUJIb! — MpeJaHHO NOAJAKHYJI U3-110 II1aIla
WBan, nbitasch yaepxarb paBHoBecue. — [1o3BosbTe, 51 carnor Bailiv NapajHble B yrol OCTaBIIIo,
a 1o 3ToT Kparus, yero 1o6poro, v ux ¢ BO3y YKpajer...

— Monuu, nypak, He 10 TeOs ceiiuac! — psBKkHyn1 Hukura, mpoxos B 3aiy.

Crapeiii Hukonait MiBanoBUY BCTpeTWs1 IUIeMsIHHUKA B Kpecie. OH BBICIyIIad MAaHUYECKYIO
TUpaAy aOCOTIOTHO CIIOKOWHO, Jake OpOBbIo He ToBe1. OMBITHBIM I71a30M CTapblil OapyH cpasy 3ame-
THJI 32 CIIMHOM TJIeMsTHHUKA VIBaHa, KOTOPBIH CO CKOPOHBIM BUOM O€3YIpeuHO HaKa3aHHOTO CITYTH
MIBITAJICS] HE3aMETHO BBICTPOUTH IpadhCKuil Oarax 1o JIMHeeuKe.

— Hy Tak npunyrau ero Kak cieyer, COXIM ero 100po, 3aXBaTH JIEBOK MM €r0 CaMoro B
3anoxxHuKK! ChIHOK, MOOO#cs Oora, MHe i TeOs, r1aBy TallHOM KaHUEIsSpUY, YIUTh? — POBHBIM,
paccyIuTeIbHBIM IOJIOCOM OTBETWJI Js1/151, MEJIbKOM IVIsIHYB Ha lIBaHa, KOTOPBIN MPU CIIOBE «3arlo-
POTb» Ha BCSAKUI CTy4ail BiKaJl TOJIOBY B IUIe4Ud. — BCIOMHM, CKOJIBKO OIAcHBIX NIpeAaTesiend U rocy-
JAPCTBEHHBIX U3MEHHUKOB ThI Y:ke nepesioBuil. Co BceMu JejlaMy CITPABJISICS YCIEIHO U YUCTO. Thl
Be/Ib MTPOJIeJIal TPOCTO TUTAHUIECKYIO, OrpoMHYI0 padoTty! Cam momymaii: Tel 10 KpymHiiam coopat
JKeJIe3Hble JOKa3aTebCTBa. Teneps 4eTko BUAHO, 4To JJoronqpkH — coydyactHUK 3arosopa Llukiepa
Y TJIaBHBIM TIOJICTPEKaTeNIb KPOBABOIO CTpesienikoro OyHTa. Bee HeolpoBep:KMMBbIE YIMKHU Y TeOs Ha
pykax. He manukyii, Hukuta. TebGe octasioch caenaTh BCEro OJVH IIar A0 PacKphITUs KapT Mepes
camum rocyaapeM [lerpom. Yac cTpaiiiHoO# pacruiatsl Uisi 9TUX Mep3aBLEB OJM30K KaKk HUKOT/A.

Huxkura HeMHOro octsul, ciyias yBepeHHbI rosioc naau. B 3ane moBucna cyposas, 3aro-
BOpIIMYECKas TULIMHA, JOCTOMHAS BEJMKUX TOCYIapPCTBEHHBIX MEpPeBOPOTOB. W B 3TOM 3BEHALIEN
THIIVHE C331 pa3alicsl pOOKMiA, MPUITyIIeHHbIH rojoc MBana:

— WzBunsitte, Hukonait iBaHOBUY... A 4alio ¢ TpeMsl JIO)KKaMU caxapa JJisi ero CUsITeIbCTBA
y Bac He HaijieTcs? A TO y HEro OT 3TUX U3MEHHHUKOB OISITh, KAKUCh, HEPBUYECKUI TPAKT Pa3bir-
pascs...

Huxkura menieHHO MoBepHyJcs K CIyre, 4yBCTBYS, KaK CypOBBbI NadoC MOMEHTa CTPEMHU-
TesbHO pyutces. Jana Hukonait iBaHoBUY He BblAEp:Kal U TUXO, X PUILIIO PACCMESLICS B CBOU I'YCTbIE
YCBI.

Huxwra, coBepiiieHHO He 3ameuasi npuunTanuid ViBaHa, mpogosmkut:

— KisHycs npaxom matepu, s COOCTBEHHOPYYHO Ka3HIO 3TOTO MOJOHKA! — OEIeHo Mpopsbl-
YaJi OH, U B IJIa3aX €ro CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIO TO camoe OarpoBoe riamsi. — Thl 1ake He MpeacTaBisi-
elllb, A, KaK y MEHs YelllyTCsl pyKU BLENUTbCS €My B IJIOTKY. §l [blIaTh, 51 )KUTh CIIOKOMHO Ha
3TOM CBETE HE CMOTY, I0Ka JJ0 KOHIa HE MOKBUTAIOCh CO BCEW 3TOW CBOPOU MOAJIBIX, IPUTBOPHBIX
JiemMepos!

VBaH, KOTOPHIM B STOT MOMEHT KaK pa3 MbITAJICS OOKOM MPOCOYMTHCS MUMO rpada ¢ MojgHo-
COM, OT 3TOTO PbIKA UCIIYI'aHHO IMOANPHIrHYJ. TpH JIOKKM caxapa B YalllKe 3BAKHYJIMA TaK I'POMKO,
CJIOBHO MPU3BIBAIIHN K OpY:kHI0. He cMest apimaTh, cyra 3acTbUl TaMTHUKOM caMoMy ce0e, HAMEPTBO
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BIICTIMBIICH TTAJIBIIAMU B Kpasi IOHOCA ¥ MOJISICh BCEM CBSITHIM, YTOOBI rpadpckas II0TKa, B KOTOPYIO
Hukuta rpo3micst BUENMUTHCA, CIyYaliHO He OKa3aslach €r0 COOCTBEHHOM.

— Torepru, Hukuta, 1 BO36MU ceOst HAKOHEIl B PyKH, — MSITKO, HO BeCKO mpousHec Huko-
naii IBaHOBWY, HAKPBIB CBOEH IMIMPOKOM JIAJJOHBIO JposKalliee KOJIeHO IieMsiHHuKa. — [lopoit Ham,
IPELIHbIM, XOUYeTCs IOy YUTh BCE U cpasy, ObicTpee nonoxeHHoro ['ocrionom cpoka. Ho, mpex e uem
pyOUTH cropsiua U JJOMaTh APOBA, JyUille BCE TPUKIBI 00IyMaTh, B3BECUTh U OUTh yXke HaBepHSIKA.
be3 npomaxa.

Mortozioii yenoBeKk OecCHITbHO OMyCTHIICS B ITyOOKO€e KokaHoe Kpecio. OH MPHUKPBUT JIAJOHBIO
I71a3a U Kperko 3aaymaics. B ronose, cMeHsisl Ipyr Apyra, 3aMesbKald XOJIOAHBIE, pacueTIUBbIC
MBICJTH.

«A BeIb MOKET OBITh. .. JIeHCTBUTENIBLHO, Tpad, ThI CIUIIIKOM CIIEIIUIIB», — MBICIIEHHO COTJIa-
CHJICSI OH CaM € COOOIA.

[Tonb3ysice TeM, YTO X0351MH 3axkMypuiics, VIBaH Ha IBIIOYKAX, C TpallMeld UCITYTaHHOTO MeJl-
Be/Isl, TIOIKPAJICS K CTONMMKY. OH ¢ BEIMYANIIMMU TIPEIOCTOPOKHOCTSMU OITYCTHII YallIKy, OepekHO
pacrnpaBui casipeTouKy M Tak ke Oe33BYYHO MOMSATHICS Ha3al, MPEeAaHHO Kapayiisl y JBepei.

— Ha, nsns, TBost ipaBaa. Thl coBepliieHHO MpaB, — HuUKuTa MeaeHHo yopat pyKy OT JIUIIA.

Ha ero ry6ax ckonb3Hys1a HenoOpasi, 370Bellasi yXMbUIKA XMIITHAKA, KOTOPBIN HAlynal ciadboe
MECTO CBOEU KCPTBLI. B3FJIHII IapHs BHOBB CTaJl OCTPbIM U ACHBIM.

— MHe He3aueM OTYauBaThCs U OMyCKaTh PyKU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B 3allyrMBaHUM M BHIOU-
BaHUM NpaBAbl 1 Ha Mockse nepBblil Mactep. Pa3Be He a1 3Toro rocygaps AoBepui MHe TailHbIl
nipuka3? Trl coBepiieHHO npaB... Kparud or MeHs1 HUKyJa He JIeHeTcs.

Ycapbimas npo «epBoro Macrepa B 3allyrMBaHWW», VIBaH y BEpY 1O NMPUBBIYKE COIVIACHO U
TOPBHKO KMBHYII, 0€3MOJIBHO MOATBEPKAAS: YK OH-TO, VIBaH, B TOM BOIPOCE IKCIEPT U aBTOPUTETHO
3asiBJIsieT — OApUH MyraTh yMEeT JO UKOTBHI.

Hukonaii IBaHOBHMY y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYII, BU/Isl, KaK TUIEMSIHHUK BO3Bparaet cede Obloe
camoobOmananue. CTapuk nepeMeHus TeMy, OHU3UB ToJIoC [0 3arOBOPIIMILIKOTO IIeNoTa:

— Hy a c TaitnpiM Jiesiom napeBuya Asiekcest [lerpoBuua kKak HbIHYE MPOJBUTAIOTCS Jesia’?
T'ocynapb Besib KIET OTYETOB, TYUX HAJl CBIHOM €r0 CTyLIAloTCS.

— Ox, 414, TaM BCE 3aBSI3aHO B TaKOW TYIoW y3eJl — 4YepT HOTY CJIOMHUT, — IOMPayvHe
Huxkwra, ycrano notupast BUCKU. — Mou BEpHBIE JIIOIU U3 KAHUEJSIPUU AEHHO U HOIIHO CIIEAT U 3a
CaMUM LIaPEBUYEM, U 32 KaXAbIM U3 €0 TPYC/IMBBIX PUCIIEIIHUKOB. BBIHIOXMBAIOT, C KEM IIENYyTC,
KaKMe MMChMa B 3arpaHuyHble 3eMJd ILTIOT. CKOpPO M TaM HapblB BCKPOETCH.

Mortozioli YenoBeK HaKOHeI| OKOHYATEeJbHO pacciaduiics, ryOke OTKMHYBIIUCH HAa CITUHKY
kpecna. Ero pyka Ha aBTomare noTsHYJIach K CTOJTy, Hallynaja TeIUIylo YalllKy 4Yas ¥ caejiajia IJio-
Tok. [IpuTopHas ciasocth MTHOBEHHO yaapuia o peuentopam. Hukura naxke He IJIHYJ B CTOPOHY
ABEpH, HO YTOJIKaMU I'y0 e/1Ba 3aMETHO JEPHY.JT — TOT HECHOCHBIH ypaK BCE-TAKH yraaaj C CaxapoM.

Be3ymHblil THEB, Tep3aBLIMII €ro Aylly MOCAEIHUI 4ac, MoHeMHory ytuxana. OH ornonsain
Ha3ajl, yCTynasi MECTO NPUBBIYHOMY, JIEASHOMY CIIOKOMCTBUIO U TPE3BOMY, MaTEMAaTUUYECKOMY pac-
yéry. Hacrosanmii rasa TailHOI KaHLEISIpUM BEpHYJICS.

— Mautbuuk moii, — Hukomaii UBaHOBUY TEIUIO ¥ ¢ HEKOTOPOU I'PYCThIO TOCMOTPEJT Ha Tiie-
MSIHHUKA. — MBI ¢ Cynpyroil Moei, TeTKOM TBOEeH, BCE ke HageeMcsi U MoiuM bora... Mbl BepuM,
YTO, KOT/Ia BCSI 3Ta CTpallHAsl MECTh KOHYMTCS U Thl CBEPILUIIIb CBOM CY[I, Thl HAKOHEL] OCTEIIEHUIIIbCS.
COpocHIlb 3TOT TSKETIbIA MyHIUP U CTaHEIIb XOPOLIMM, JOOPHIM CEMbSIHUHOM. Mosi Muias xkeHa
yXke BOBCIO, CO BCEM yCepIUeM MPUCMATPUBAET 1Jis1 TeOsI TOCTOUHYI0, OJIarOueCTUBYIO MAPTUIO CPEIH
JIYYIIUX JBOPSHCKUX (PaMUJIHIA.
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Ha 6negHoM suiie mieMsiHHUKA CHOBA MTPOMEbKHYJIA TOpbKasi, MOJMHAsl UPOHUM yeMmenika. OH
MoKayaJl TOJIOBOU.

— Mos no6pasi, cBsTast TETyIIKa HUKAK HE YCIIOKOMTCS, BCE XJIOMOYET, — THUXO OTO3BAJICS
Huxkwura. — J{s171s1, moMuuty, sl ceifuac iaxe He 3Hal, YTO CO MHOM OyJieT 3aBTpa, Ha KakoM 3madoTte
s OKa)Kych. O )KeHUTbOE U CEeMEeHOM YIoTe 51 M iyMath He cMell. KaxkeTcst mue. .. Kaxkercs, st Hanpoub
pasyumics MOOUTh, MPOIIATh U JOBEPATH JOAsAM. Bc€ 9T0 ymepio Bo MHE B Ty caMmylo TPOKJISATYIO
HOYb, NIOJ1 JIECTHULIEH, B JIyK€ UyKON KPOBH.

B KoMHaTe MrHOBEHHO MOBUCJIO TSKEJIOe, AaBsiiee ModyaHue. CJIIOBHO TEHH MPOILIOro CHOBA
3aCKOJIB3WIIM 110 yIyIaM KabuHeta. MIBaH, BCE 3TO BpeMs CKPOMHO MOAMMPABIIHIA KOCSIK Y JBEPH, TIPH
CJIOBE «IIOJI JIECTHUILIEI» HEBOJILHO B3JPOTHYI M OPOCUI Ha GapuHa B3IV, TIOTHBINA TaKOW UCKPEH-
Hel, co0aubell MpelaHHOCTH M COUYBCTBHS, YTo Hukomnait IBanoBuY 3710 3amMetnin. CTapuk OHUMA-
I0111e MPUKPBLT I71a3a — OH 3HAJI, YTO MOKa STOT MPOCTOAYIIHBIA MaJIbIi psiaoM ¢ Hukutoit, Mosonoit
rpa¢ He OIMHOK B CBOEY ThME.

Hukonaii IBaHOBHMY TSIKeNO, CO CTOHOM B310XHY/I. EMy ObLIO HEBHIHOCMMO BUJIETH 3Ty Beu-
HYI0, HE32)KMBAIOLIYIO paHy B Jylle apHs, KOTOPOro oH BbIpacTuil. CTapuK pelrTeIbHO MOAHSIICS
CO CBOEr0 MeCTa M IPOMKO XJIOIHYJI B JIA/IOIH, Pa3rOHsIsl MOPOK.

— IonHo Tebe, Hukuryika, 6epeanTs cTapoe Ha IycTou keyaok. [oiinem-ka jrydiie B cTo-
JIOBYIO, OTKYIIIAa€M Topsiyero yaio ¢ jJoporu. KarepuHa c¢ yTpa y meum Crosuia, HarekJja MbIIIHBIX
MUPOXKKOB C MSICOM JIa KaITyCTOM — KaK pa3 TaKUX, KaKue Thl C CaMoro JeTcTBa Jiooub. OHa Beapb
KaX[plii IeHb TeOs y OKHA TIOUKU/IAET, BCE I1a3a Mporisesa.

[Ipu cnoBe «UpOKKKU» Tparnyeckasi MMHa Ha Jiulie MIBaHa MrHOBEHHO UCTIapuiach, CMEHUB-
IIMCh BbIPAKEHUEM JKMBEHIIEro racTpOHOMUYECKOro uHrepeca. Ho3npu cityru TpeneTHo 3aJBura-
JIUCh, YJIaBJIMBasl J10JI€TaBIIMI U3 JAJIbHErO Kpblia JOMa TOHKUK apoMar 3aledeHHoro tecra. MBax
MIPEJAHHO NEPECTYIMJI C HOTY Ha HOTY, BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM ITOKa3bIBasl, YTO PaJy IUPOKKOB TETYIIKU
OH FOTOB COMPOBOXKIATh OapHHA XOTh Ha CAMBIX CTPAIIHBIN S111AOT, JIUIIIB OBI 10 JOPOTe MOKOPMILTH.

Huxkwra nogHsics Benen 3a nsiei. 3ameTus, Kak y MBaHa npu yloMUHaHUM €/1bl MaXOM I1pO-
CBETJIEJ JIUK, OH KOPOTKO XMbIKHYJI. Hanpsi’keHne B ero mjiedax HaKOHel| OKOHYATEIbHO PacTasiio,
a B3JIS/1 TIOTETUIeN.

— TBos mpaBna, nsas. [oigeM, — WcKkpeHHe YIBIOHYJCS OH. — 1, pu3HaThCs, OE3yMHO
COCKYYMJICS TIO €€ MUpOoraM M JOMalIHeMy Teruty. A Thl, uydeno, — Hukura obepHysics k VBany u
CJIeTKa IIeJIKHYJI ero MajiblieM 1o JIOy, — Mapiil Ha KyxHio, momoru Kateprne AHapeesHe y nieuu. U
CMOTPH MHE, MOJIOBUHY IIMPOTOB IO I0pOTre He pacTtaiiy nof kadrax!

— Jla KaK MOXHO, Ballle CHSITEILCTBO ! — OCKOPOMJICS B IyUIIHMX YyBCTBax VBaH, XOTs B I1a3ax
ero yXe TUISICaJIU 3a/I0PHbIE YePTUKH. — $1 UCKIIIOUMTENIBHO paay romoinu crapumM! Pagu obimero
Onara!

OH nepBbIM, MOYTUTETHHO MPUTHYBIINMCH, BHICKOYMII U3 KaOMHETa, YTOOBl yKa3aTh rocronam
JOPOTry K CTOJIOBOM, XOTsI OPOTY 3Ty U O€3 Hero Bce 3HAJIM Hau3yCTh.

Ha nipocropHo#i, naxHyIiei cynieHpIMU TpaBaMu U TOIUIEHBIM MAacjoOM KyXHE BOBCIO KMITEsa
pabora. Karepmna AmjapeeBHa — J0OpOAYyIIHAsl CTapyllKa MIECTUAECATH JIET, CO CBETJIBIMH,
HECMOTps1 Ha BO3PACT, I1a3aMu — 0e3 yCTalu XJIOoNoTasia y kKapkoi neur. Efqa jouiib 3aBUIEB B
OKHO 3HAKOMYIO JJOPOKHYIO TIOBO3KY CBOETrO JIOOMMOTO BOCIIMTAHHHMKA, OHA BCIUIECHYNIA PyKaMU U
C YTPOEHHOU CHJION MpHUHsIach 3a cTpsAnHIO. Eil XoTenock BCTpeTuTh HUKUTYIIKY Tak, YTOOBI CTOJN
JIOMUJICS OT €T0 JIIOOUMBIX SICTB.

— 3npaBctByii, muiasg most! [omyOymka! — HukuTa ¢ mopora pacruibuics B IIMPOKOM,
UCKpeHHel yabioke. OH MIMPOKO PACKUHYI PYKHU Uit OOBATUN. B 3TOT MHT C €ro Juia mojHOCTHIO
COIIJIa CypOBOCTb I'PO3HOTO CJIEJOBaTE.

CrapyIika TOporiMBo 00epHYyJIach, BHITUpast pyku o dapryk. Ee OneaHoe, mokpeIToe ceToy-
KOW MEJIKMX MOPIIHH JIUIIO BMUT 3aCUsJIO TAKOW HEMOIIENbHOM T0OPOTON M HEKHOCTBIO, YTO OHA
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CJIOBHO TIOMOJIOZIeJIa JIeT Ha TpuaaTh. KarepuHa AHzpeeBHa MPOBOPHO, MO-AEBUYBH JIETKO OPOCH-
JIach HaBCTpeUy MOJIOIOMY Y€JIOBEKY U KPEIKO MpUXkasa ero K CBOeu rpyau.

— BeccoBecthsiii Tol, Hukutymka! CoBceM 1o3a0bul CBOIO CTapyIIKy! — IIYTJIMBO, HO C TITy-
O0KOI 00MI0#1 B TO10ce OOPOHMIIA OHA, a TIO €€ IeKaM IMOKATHIINCh KPYITHBIE CJIe3bl YMCTON PAIOCTH.
— DKO MOCMOTPH Ha HEro: BhIMaxajl ¢ KOCYI0 Ca)keHb B IUIeYax, BaXKHBIM OapvHOM CTal, a Hoca K
HaM U IJ1a3 He Kaellb!

— Hy nonHo, nonHo, He 1iaub, MOsI Xopollasi, — JackoBo npomentan Hukura, nenys ee
HaTpyXXeHHBbIE, MTaXHYIIKe MyKoi pyku. — Kopmuuia Tot Mosi. ThI jke peKpacHo 3Haelllb, YTO BCe-
12 3aHMMaelllb camoe MOYETHOE, CaMOe TEIIOE MECTO B MOEM U3PaHEHHOM Cep/lie.

— AX, xymuran! fA3pIKOM-TO Kak uerner, cososeil! Ho momHoTe Tebe 3yObl MHE 3aroBapuBarh
aa ciayx Mou yonaxarb, — KaTtepuHa AHJpeeBHA JIETOHBKO JIQJIONIKOH MUIETTHY/Ia ero 1o Iuiedy U
JIACKOBO 3aBopuasia: — BOT caiuch KUBO K CTONY, CHIEUAILHO [Tl TeOs, OKAsTHHBIN Thl MO, Y Ie4n
MOJTHOYM CITUHY THYJIA!

B 1y *)e cexyHIy nepen My KYMHAMHU Ha JIyOOBOM CTOJIE, TOKPHITOM OEIOCHEKHOW CKAaTePThIO,
MOSIBUJIACh OIPOMHas, JIbIIIAIast KapoM ropa TOJIbKO YTO MCIeUeHHbIX MuporoB. [Ipuuem Bonpysui
3TO MOHYMEHTaJIbHOE OO0 Ha CTOJI He KTO MHOM, Kak MBan. Ciyra yxe ycren rae-To pa3aoObiTh
XOJIILIOBBIN NIEPE/IHUK, MOBS3aJ1 €0 NOBepX KadTaHa U Ternepb CUsLI, KAK HAUMIIIEHHbIN ME/IHBIN Ta3,
YyBCTBYS ce0s1 IOITHOMPABHBIM XO3SIMHOM TTOJIOKEHHUSI.

— Tlopstume, Bamie cusaTenbeTBo! OcTopokHee, He 000KTUTECh, KOPMILIEI! — 3aCyeTHJICS OH,
YIOJIMBO JIysl HA KOPOUKYy BepxHero nupora. — Mul ¢ KarepuHoii AHIpeeBHON pyMsiHEL] JTMYHO
kapayauu! UyTb He ymycTHIi, HO s1 BOBpEMsl YIVIA IOBOPOLLIMI!

Karepuna AngpeeBHa TOOpOAYIITHO MaxHYyJIa HA HETO TMOJIOTEHIIEM:

— U 1o npaBaa, nomorHuyek y teds, Hukurymka, pazoutHoit. [Tpudexan, 3acioHKy cxBa-
THJI, 9yTh HOC ceOe He OMaIvJI, 3aTO MOXBAIUTH ceOs He 3a0bu1! Ho mapeHs MCIONMHUTENBHBIN, cep-
TO0OOJTbHBIH.

VBaH CKPOMHO OMyCTWJI IVIa3KHM, CKBO3b KYXOHHBIN yrap Opocas Ha OapuHa MoOeJOHOCHBIH
B3MJIs/1. Moo, TIsiiuTe, sl ¥ TYT He3aMEHUM, MEHS M TYT MOXBaJIHJIH.

Kopouka Ha niporax Obula IISHIIEBOM, 30JI0TUCTOM, cMa3aHHOW MaciioM. [1o yIOTHOU KyxHe
TYT K€ Pa3IUiICs TaKOH YMOIIOMPAUMTEIbHBIA apoOMaT CIeJION KamyCThl, COYHOrO Msica M TIEYEHOTO
TecTa, uTo Y HUKUTHI U ero 151 MrTHOBEHHO Y HEMCTOBO Pa3bIrpajiCsl BOJTUMI alleTUT.

— bBoxe moit, Hy u 3anax! KateprHa AHJpeeBHa, Thl TOYHO 3Haelllb, KAK MEHSI COOJIa3HUTD
Y pacTONUTh MOe cepiiie! — BOCXHIIEHHO 3aMeTHI BOCIUTAHHUK. OH ¢ MaJIBUMIIIECKUM 33JJ0POM
MIPUIBUHYJ TSDKEJIBIN JePEBSHHBINA CTYI IOOIMKE K CTOIY.

Crapas HSHIOIIKA JIOBOJIBHO 3ayJibiOasack, IMsisi Ha ero anmeTut. CJIOBHO MO BOJIIEOCTBY,
PSIOM C MCXOASIIIUM MapoM OJIOIOM Ha CTojie OECIIyMHO MOSIBUJIMCH JBE MACCHBHbBIE TJTMHSIHBIC
KPYXKH, IO KPaeB HAIOJTHEHHbIE KPEMKUM, OOKUTaIOIIe TOPSYMM COMTHEM C MEJJOM U MPSTHOCTSIMH.
TpeTbio KPyXKy, 4yTh ITOMEHBIIIE ¥ TOMpoIle, MIBaH ¢ MOIYaIMBOro KMBKa JI00pOW CTApyIIKH YKe
MPUCTPOMJI cebe Ha Kpalo KyXOHHOTO JIapsi, BMECTE CO CKPOMHBIM, CHPOTIMBBIM ITMPOKKOM C Karly-
CTOW.

Hukuta nepesen B3I CO CBOETO JIOMSIIErOCs CTOJIa Ha MPUCTPOMBIIETOCS B YIJIy CIYTY,
KOTOpPBIN YK€ TIPUMEpSUICS, Kak Obl TIOJIOBYEE OTKYCHUTh OT MUPOra, YToObl HE MOTEKJIO MO Moxdo-
POZKY.

— JlajiHO yX, caguch K CTONY, CTPaTErMUeCcKUil Thl HAIll [IOMOIIHUK, — C IIPUTBOPHON CTPO-
TOCTBIO B3/IOXHYJI I'pad, Kadast roJioBoi. — A TO y TeOsl OT apoMaToB ceilyac OOMOPOK CITyUUTCS, KTO
MHE TOTJIa Cariory B JIOpOry coouparh Oyaer?

— IMpemuoro 6naropapusl, Hukura Hukonaesuu! Jlait Bam Bor 310poBbs 1 HeBecTy Goraryio!
— oOpanoBacst IBad. OH MUTOM CKHHYJ KyXOHHBIH (papTyK U, HE 3aCTaBJIsisl IPOCUTH CeOsT IBAKIBI,
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MIPUMOCTHIICS] HA KPaellleK COCeJHEeW CKaMbH, JEJTMKATHO, HO YPE3BbIYAIHO IIYCTPO MOTSHYBIIUCH K
MSICHOMY IUPOTY.

— Hy BoT ckaxu MHe, Xpucra pajiu, KTo TeOe TaMm, B IMeHUH, ToToBUT? — Karepuna Aujpe-
€BHA BCIUIECHYJIA PYKaMU M YKOPU3HEHHO IOKayaja I'OJIOBOM, BBIPA3UTENILHO 3bIPKHYB B CTOPOHY
npuruxuiero y asepu MBana. — VBan TBoii? Tak OH ellie 10HELl COBCEM, HEIOTENA, y HEro ke pyKu
He 13 Toro Mecra pactyt! Cripixana s, Hukuryiika, 9to oH Te0s1 HaMeJHH TIOATOpeBIIel Kallei oT-
yeBas. DTO ke Halo AOAyMaThcs — KpyIy yrisiMmu caenath! I'pex-to kakoit! Kak Bel Tam BooO1e
IIUTAETECh, CBATHIM JyXOM, 4To Jin? 'oBopuia xe s Hukonaio VIBaHOBMYY: OTIIpaBb MEHsI BMECTE C
Huxurymkoi! A oH Bc€ cBo€ TBepaut: «Hedero tede Tam nenars, KatepuHa, B ChIPOCTH 3TON KOCTU
THOUTDB».

VBaH npu 3THX CIOBaX CKOPOHO B3IOXHYJ M MPEAAHHO MPUXKAI PYKY K Cepaily, Oe3MOJIBHO
MPU3HABasi CBOIO KYJMHAPHYIO BUHY, HO Ha BCSIKUI CITydaid MOOMAKe MPUIBUHYII K ce0e KPYXKKY CO
COMTHEM — TIOKa CypoBasi HSHIOIIKA B CepAlax eé He 0Toopaa.

— He cepnyics, romy0yika, as/s Ae10 TOBOPUT, — JIACKOBO YCIIOKanBasl kopmuinity Hukura.
OH ¢ anneTuTHBIM XPYCTOM YILIETall YK€ TPETUI MbIIIHBIA MUPOKOK, JOBOJIBHO 3aKMYpPUBAsCh OT
yIOBOJILCTBUS. — $1 Besib IGMCTBUTENILHO MOCTOSIHHO B pa3be3iax, Ha ciyxk0e rocygapeBou. [loma
MIOYTH HEe NOSBISIOCh. Thl TaM, B KamMeHHOM MockBe, 0e3 oropojia ¥ MpUBBIYHOTO OOIIEHHUsI COBCEM
CO CKYKH 3a4axHelllb. A 5 TYT, Ha JIOTIPOCaXx, TONBKO U Oyy CU/IETD Ja IEPEKUBATh 32 TBOE 3710POBBE.
Ja v Banbka MO¥, cripaBel/IMBOCTU pajiv, XOTb ITOBAP M HUKY/BIIIHBIN, 3aTO CAllOrd YUCTUT OTMEHHO
— KOMapsl OT 3aBUCTH MpYT. Tak uTo He nponajem!

VYenpimas noxsBasty Ipo canoru, VIBaH MrHOBEHHO IPUOCAHUJICS, TOPAO paclipaBUJI IJIEYH U
3akuBaji Karepune AHapeeBHe ¢ TAKUM BaKHBIM BUIOM, OYJTO €ro TOJIbKO YTO HA3HAUMIIU ITIABHBIM
CaroKHbIM MacTEpPOM IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPE.

— Hy nonmHoTe Tebe MHe cKa3ku 0auTh J1a 3yOBl 3aroBaprBaTh! — yke Kyaa OoJiee paJocTHO
OTMaxHYJIaCh CTapylIKa, OKOHYATeJIbHO CMEHUB I'HEB HA MWJIOCTb. BbIJIO BUJHO, UTO €11 IO cJIe3 IpU-
ATHa Takas 3a0oTa. OHa rpucesa Ha Kpaellek JaBK1 U ¢ OECKOHEUHOM, YMCTO MaTEPUHCKON HEKHO-
CTBIO TIPUHSLIACH MOTJISIIBIBATH HA CBOETO JIIOOUMOTO BOCITUTAHHUKA, MTOAJIMBASI EMY B KPYKKY ropsi-
YMid, apOMaTHBI cOnTeHs. [Jaxe Ha MBaHa oHa mocMoTpena yxe 0e3 MpekHel YKOPU3HbI, HE3aMETHO
MOIOJBUHYB K €ro Kpalo CToJIa eIlle OIUH MUPOKOK — MOKPYITHEE /1a IOCOYHEE.

Ha xyxHe Bonapuiicsi 10AroxJJaHHbINA OKOW ¥ MUPHBIN YIOT.

A B 3TO K€ caMoe BpeMsl, KorJja HaJl OKpYIoy CrylIaJIuCh IUIOTHBIE BEUEPHUE CYMEPKH, K Mapaji-
HBIM BOPOTaM 3aropojiHoro nomecths rpaga Kpeuerosa Tsxes0 noabes:xanu Apa BcagHuka. Jlomanu
TIO/I HUMH YCTaJIO (PBIpKaJIH, Tiepedrpasi KOMBITAMU 10 PACKHUCIIEH A0pore.

— Bort ckaxu MHe, ApyT T0OE3HbIH, HY 32 KaKKe TaKKe IPeXy HaM TO HaKa3aHue? — YHbBUIO U
’aI00HO 3aTSIHYJT CBOIO MPUBBIYHYIO MecHIO Kupiuin — BepHbIi 60eBoit ToBapuil HUKuTH 1 odpuriep
ero noska. OH To U JeJ0 NMPOTHpal KyJaKaMU CIIMIABIIMECS OT JMKOW YCTaJOCTU Iv1a3a. — Mbl
Be/lb TOJIbKO-TOJIBKO U3 TsKeJeniero noxona sepuyiucs! Konu eipa komnbiTa Bojioyar. A Haiiemy
I'PO3HOMY KOMaHAMPY BCE HE CUIMTCS HA MECTe — eJ1Ba IpUexalti, cpasy k ceOe BbI3Basl! f, cuuraii,
TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO YCIIEJI IIeH TopsurX moxJiedarh Ja Ha mepuHy npuiedb! [laxe 1yx mepeBecTy He aad,
u3Bepr! {1 B 3TOM MPOKJIATON KAMITaHUHU, KaKKUCh, KUJIOTPAMM CTO MOTEPSLI, KOXKa JJa KOCTH OCTaJIHCh!
Cu1 HUKaKMX HET, HOTU B CTPEMEHaX He Jep:karcs... M BOT onsATh U3BOJIb B HOUb CKAKaTh!

Kupwiin HetoBosIbHO nonpaBuil Ha IIeYax MOXOIHbIN KadTaH M MOKOCHIICS Ha CBOETO MOJTYa-
JIMBOTO CIIyTHMKA, HaJIESICh XOTh Ha KAILTI0 COUyBCTBUS.

— Mublii ApyT, Kak 1o MHe, Tak TeOe OBl elle Mmyja JBa CKUHYTh He MEIAIo, — C YJbIOKON
3ameTn Makcum.

— ThI X0O4erb cka3aTh, YTO s TOJICTHIN? — oOuaesncs Kupus.

MaxkcuM B3JOXHYIL:
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— 4 Xouy cKkazarb, 4TO ThI... U3JUIITHE JOPOAHBII.

— W Huyero s He ToJCTHIM! ¥V MeHs omiMmyHOe 3/10poBbe M anmetuT. Hy, onpiika uHorma
My4aeT, TaK TO MeJIOUr, — BOPYAJT MOJIOZION YesioBeK cede Mo HoCc. — A JIeBYIIKaM 51 BCE paBHO
HPAaBJIIOCH !

MakcuM CHOBa JIMIIb TsDKENTO B3OXHYJ. [lepeyOenuth apyra OblI0 HEBO3MOXKHO: Ha JIIOObIC
Pa3roBOPHI O CBOEH MOJTHOTE TOT CMEPTEIbHO OOMKAJICS.

— Toncreiit. .. Nb, 3anmanunu! He ToncTeii 51, a B Mepy ynuTaHHbIi. [lake noectb HOpMaabHO
HE J1aI0T, He TO, 4yTo OTAOXHYTh! 1 yero Hukury Beuno ueptu HocaAt? Jlena y Hero, fena... A OTabl-
xaTh-To Korjaa? Tel MeHs cibimmib Booome? Korma Mel oTapixath OyniemM? — OOMKEHHO IMOBTOPHIT
Kupwiin. — BeuHo Tbl MeHs1 He ciylaens !

Makcum 3akatii riasa. EMy yxe mopsiikom HaJIoesno 9T0 3ayHbIBHOE MOHOTOHHOE OpIo3KaHHUeE.
— Cpitiry | — paznpasxkeHHO OypKHYJT OH.

— A yero Tl openib-To Ha MeHsA? § nmpocro cnpocui. Jlake OTBETUTh MO-YEIOBEYECKH HE
MOeIllb, HUKAKOIO YBa)KeHHUs K TOBapHILy !

— Ilpuexanmu! — obopBas ero MakciM. — 3Haelllb, s CMEpPTEJIbHO YCTaJl OT TBOEH OOJIITOBHU.
3aHuMaii Terepsp yIlIu XO351MHa, a 51 XOTb HEMHOTO [IEPE/IOXHY.

KI/IpI/UIJ] HaTAHYJI IOBOAbA U 03aJa9Y€HHO ITOCMOTPEIT Ha MTOITyTYHKaA:

— BonroBun?! [a s u ciioBa 3a Bcio Jopory He npopoHwi! BoT BeYHO Ha MeHs1 HaroBap1BaioT !
Masio Toro 4To He CIIyIIAIoOT, TaK eie U bonTynoM ooo3Bamm! K cratn Hanoman Hukute uto mbl ere
HE y)KUHAJIM, a 51 HA TOJIOAHBIN KeJyIOK CraTh He Mory!

Maéxkcum 0OpedeHHO U TSKENo KUBHYJ rosioBoid. OH M caM JKyTKO, 0 JIOMOTHI B KOCTSIX yCTaJl.
Ho BoBce He ot OeltieHol TOpOKHOM cKauku. Ero BKOHeIl BHIMOTAJIO 3TO TUXOE, Hy[THOE 1 MOHOTOH-
Hoe Oplo3KaHue Apyra, KOTopoe He CMOJIKAJIO BCIO JOPOTYy.

OH uCKpeHHe He MOHMMAJ, 32 KaKKe IPeXy eMy B HalTapHUKH BbITMAT UMEHHO TOT T0OPOAYIII-
HBIA yenoBek. Her, Kupiui, 6e3ycioBHO, ObLT apHeM oTIMYHBIM. Hactosmuii 60eBoil ToBapui!
Kak roBopsT B Hapoze, qyIa Ha pacraiiKy — CMeJIblid, OTYastHHBIN B 0010 1 Beeria oT3piBUMBbIi. Ho
CTOMJIO JIeTy KOCHYTBCS €/1bl, IYCTHIX IIed WJIHM MPOMyIeHHoro odena, Kak Kupwut npesparanics B
HEeuTo HeBooOpasumoe. M3 rpo3Horo oguiiepa OH BMUT CTAHOBHJICS KAallPU3HBIM TUTSATEN, TOTOBBIM
OIJIAKMBATh Ka)KAbIH YIYIIEHHBIN KYCOK IIpOTra.

— TlonmHO TeOGe BHITh, KaK BOJK Ha JIyHY, — He BbiAepkain MakcuM. OH norityOxe HaTsSHYJ
TPEYTOJIKY, Cracasich OT BeuepHei chipocTtu. — Jloenem — u rpad Te0st HakopMuT. Ecin, KoHeyHo,
MBI He oro31aiu, u Kparus ere He ycrnen HajenaTh riynocteil. Y HUKUTHI oBap, MOXET, U KPUBO-
PYKUIA, HO paau rocteid rpad BeUT U3 morpeda 1 OKOPOK JOCTaTh, U HAJIMBKY.

[Ipu ynoMuHaHMM OKOpOKa M HAIMBKY Kupui 6iaxeHHO 3axMypuiics. B ero mamy4yeHHOM
MOXOJaMU BOOOPaKEHUH yXkKe PUCOBAIM OMONEHCKMX MacIITa0OB KapTUHBI: 3arieueHHasl KaOaHbs
HOTa, JBIMSIIUICS KapaBail, 00YKM MeIOBYXH ¥ JIMUHO rpad KpeueTo, pagylHo pacnaxyBaomuii
aBepH cBoel ycapObl co cioBaMu: «OX, 3aKAaJ1Cs 1 BaC, COKOJIBI MOM, CAJIUTECh OTKYIIATh ! » Kupuiii
Jaxe He3aMEeTHO CIVIOTHY/T HaOeKaBIIYIO CITIOHY Y TIPUILNTIOPUII KOHSI, MBICJIEHHO yXke JIepXka B pyKe
BUJIKY.
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BcanHuky MMHOBaJIM MacCHMBHBIE KOBaHble BOPOTA M OCAAUJIM B3MbUIEHHBIX KOHEH y CaMOTO
KpbUIbla ycaapobsl Kpevertoa.

PeasipHOCTD BCTpeTHIIa MX OIJTYIIUTENIBHBIM, TPOOOBBIM Mom4YaHneM. Hukakoro 3amaxa 3are-
YEHHOTo Msica B BO3[yXe HE pa3uBasioch. HarmpoTus, oT ycaapObl BEsIO XOIOAHOM MYCTOTOH Opo-
IIIEHHOTO THE3/1a. 3a KPbUIBIIOM HUKTO HE CYETHJICS, KOHIOXM He OeKajy MPUHUMATh JIOMIaeH, a
napagHasi ABepb Obljla HarJIyXxo 3amepra.

Kupwiin 3amep B ceajie, v BbIpakeHHe JIMLA €0 CTPEMUTENILHO CMEHMIIOCH C ITPEJBKYIAIOIIETO
Ha IIyOOKO Tparmveckoe. MeuTsl 0 kKabaHbell Hore pacTasyid B CBIPOM BEYEepHEM TyMaHe.

— Orno3panu... — 3aMOTHJIBHBIM T'OJIOCOM IPOIIENTasl OH, IVIS/isl HAa 3aKPBIThle CTABHU. —
Huxkakoro okopoka. Hukakoii HamuBku. Make, oH yexan! Ham u3Bepr-komanaup Opocui Hac Ha
pacrep3anue rojogHoun cmeptu! S Tak u 3Hau, Tak U 3HaUI. .. Koxa Jja KocTi ocTaHyTCsl, MIOMSIHU MOE
cJI0BO!

— Jla yiMuCh Thl, HEHACBITHASI TBOSI yIlia, — 0OOpBas ero Makcum, COCKakMBasi Ha 3eMJTIO U
BHUMATEJIbHO ocMaTrpuBas gacaj noma. — Brisauce-Ka.

B oknax kabuHerta, rie coBceM HellaBHO OymieBain HukuTa, 310Belie 1 TpeBOKHO ropest TyCK-
JIbIA CBET OJMHOKOM cBeuu. Buaymo, yesxas B crienike, rpad wiv uciyranusiil iBan mpocto 3a0buu
€€ MOracuTh.

MakciM peruTesIbHO TOJIKHYJI IUIEYOM He3arepTyio OOKOBYIO IBEpPh ISl IPUCIYTH, U 0pu-
1epbl BOIIUIM B TYJIKUH, OTPYKEHHBIA B TEMHOTY JIOM.

[Nonuseimck B kabuHeT rpada, Kupuiit nepsbiM 1e10M OpoCHIICs K CTOITY, Ha KOTOPOM CHUPOT-
JIMBO JIoTOpajia cBeya. Ero B3I, NOMHBIA OTYAsSHHOW HAJEK/bl, yIajl Ha OocTaBjeHHY0 VBaHOM
cepeOpsiHyIo Yaiky. OH cXBaTWJI e€, 3aryIsiHy/I BHYTPh U CKOPOHO B3JOXHYJI: Yaid IaBHO OCTBUI, a Ha
JHE CUPOTIIMBO MOOIECKUBAIIM OCTATKM HEPACTBOPHBILIETOCS caxapa.

— Hy Bor, nomoOyiicst, Makc! — Kupwiin cyHy/ Yaliky moj HOC TOBapUIILy C TAKUM BUJIOM,
OyIITO JEMOHCTPUPOBAJI IJIABHYIO YJIMKY rOCYAapCTBEHHOro 3aropopa. — Cam ymoTail, ciyry yBel, a
BEPHBIM OpULIEpaM OCTABUJI XOJIOAHYIO BOAY C caxapom! DTO ke YMCTOW BOIBI U3/1€BATEIbCTBO Hall
apmuen !

— Ckaxu criacu00, 4To ITOT «HeI0TENa» MiBaH BooOIIIe YaIiky Ha cepeOpe OCTaBuWIIL, a He YBE3
¢ coboit, — XMbIKHYJT MakcuM. OH yxke ycries CKUHYTh MOKPbIH IU1AIl, pa3kedb B KAMUHE OCTHIBIIIHE
YIJIM ¥ TeNepb YCTPauBajcs Ha IIMPOKOM KOKaHOM AMBAHE, MIOJIOKUB IO TOJIOBY ceatio. — Jloxuch
cnatb, Kupwin. I'pad, cyns no ciaenam kapetsl y BOpOT, yexaiu K asje bornanoBy. Houblo Mbl Tyza
He cyHeMcsl. BepHeTcs Ha paccBete cam.

— Cnatb? Ha mycroii sxenynok ?! — Kupwii 3ammarai no KaOuHeTy, OCKOpOIEHHBIN B JIyUIITNX
yyBCcTBax. — [la y MeHs B KMBOTE ceiyac Takoe ypuaHHe CTOUT, YTO HAC U3 3acajibl 3a BEPCTY YCJIbl-
mat! JlanHo, TaitHast KaHIensipusi cBoMX He Opocaert, TaiiHast KaHIensipusi 6epeT cHaOKeHUe B CBOM
PYKH.

C 3TUMHU CIIOBaMU OH PEeIMTEbHO MOKUHYJ KAOMHET U OTIPaBUJICS MapOAEPCTBOBATH HA Tpad-
CKYIO KyXHI0. BepHysics OH MUHYT uepe3 AecsTh, TOPKECTBEHHO HECsl B PyKax IMOJIOBUHY Y€pPCTBOM
KOBPHUTH PXAHOTO XJieOa, CMOPILIEHHYIO JIYKOBUIYY M KYCOK CEpPOro 3aBETPEHHOTrO cajia, KOTOPHIH
WBaH B naHuke, BUAUMO, OOPOHWII TIOJ CTOJ.

— Bor oHo, Benuue umnepuun, — Bopyasl Kupuiui, ycaxupasch Ha KOBEp MPsIMO BO3JIE pa3-
rOpAIOIIErocsl KAMUHA U C yCepAreM OTITIIMBAsT HOKOM Kycok xJieba. — Odpuriepbl rBapauu, repou
[NonTaBel, rpo3a U3MEHHUKOB. .. CUAST B TEMHOTE U KYIOT JIYK, KaK MOC/IeIHIe OeCrOpTOUHbIe Kpe-
cThsiHe. A HukuTKa cefiyac y asiii HeOOCh CTepiisib MapeHylo OTKYIIMBAET Aa HAIMBKOM 3arBaer!
CKOJIbKO €ro 3Halo, a armeTHT Y Hero Bceraa OblT OapCcKUid. . .

MakcuM, yxe 3aKpbIBLIMI I71a3a, JTULIb TUXO U YCTAJIO PACCMESIICS:

— XKyii Mmonmua, «B Mepy ynutanHbiii». U cBedy 3aayl, a To 10 yTpa He JOTSHET.
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Kupwin HemoBoiIbHO OYpPKHYJI YTO-TO MPO OTCYTCTBHE COCTPAJAaHUS Y MBICISAIIUX JIIONCH,
OTIIPaBWJI B POT TMOCJETHUI KYCOK JIyKa U IIyMHO YJercsi MpsiMO Ha KOBPE y OTHsl, 3aBEPHYBIIIChH
B [MOXO/IHBIN TTAI.

Bckope ycaapOy KpederoBa okytasa coHHasi, ITyOOKasl TUIIIMHA, HapyIlaeMasi JIUIIb YIOTHBIM
MOTPECKMBAHUEM JIPOB B KAMUHE J]a MEPHBIM, CHITHIM conieHreM Kupusia. Odgutiepst cniaiu, roropbie
IO MEPBOMY CTYKY KOTBIT BCTPETUTH CBOETO CYpPOBOTO KOMaH/IMpa.

I'naBa 2

— AXx, Ilerp Hukomnaesuy, s ot 3toro npokisaTtoro bornanosa ene Horu ynec! — Cemen VBa-
HOBUY TSIKEJO, CO CBUCTOM JIBIIIAJI, CAAEPHYB C TOJOBBI B3MOKIIIYIO OT TOTa cOO0bI0 mamnky. OH To
¥ JIeJI0 B yKace ONISIbIBAJICS Ha TSKEIyIo JyOOBYIO ABEPb, CIIOBHO K/, YTO CHIIMKY TallHOM KaH-
LEJISIPUM yKe JIOMSATCS B IoM ¢ Toriopamu. — CTasl BHIIBITBIBATh, KaK Jej1a B BOJIOCTH, Aa KyJa s
€3/11J1 TIPOLIUION OCEHbIO, /1a ¢ KeM B MocKBe 3Hajics. MeHsl, Y4eCTHOTO U MPeJaHHOro MOJIAHHOTO, B
CBOM IINMMOHCKHE CeTH 3aMaHUTh XoTes, upoa! [loanmBan BuHa, 3arisapiBal B 11a3a, TouHo 6ec. Ho
sl HU B KaKylo, 3yObl CIIENVJI, TPUKMHYJICS AypauKoM XMeJIbHBIM. Kak TONBKO MOTy4nioch yiau3HyTh,
TIOKa OH OTBJIEKCS Ha 4elisib, TaK Cpa3y K Bam, CIIOMs TOJIOBY, KOHS 4yTh He 3arHaji! KuBoTtuHa Ha
ABOpE ceftuac Ha OOKY JIEXKHUT, TIeHa ¢ MOP/IbI UIET!

— Tl'oBopwJ1 OH TIPSAMO, YTO 3HAET MPO Hall 3aroBop? — HAaXMYpWJICS X03sWH JoMa, [letp
Huxkonaesnu [lorogbkuH. OH pe3KuUM, HEPBHBIM JIBHKEHHEM TAJIbIIEB TMOTacHII TOPSIIYI0 HA CTOJe
CaJIbHYIO CBEUy, YTOOBI C TEMHOM, ITyXOH YJIWIBI CKBO3b CIIOASTHOE OKOHIIE HU B KOEM Clly4yae He
ObLT0 BUIHO MX Jin1. KOMHaTa morpy3uiach B 37I0BEIIHIA MOTYMPAaK, OCBEIIAEMbIi JIMIITh OAr pOBHIMU
YIISIMH U3 TICUH.

— Her, 6or munoBas! — CemeHn VIBaHOBUY CyIOPOKHO TEPEKPECTHIICS Ha TEMHBIA YTOJ C
nkoHaMu. — OHU BeJlb C TBApAEHCKUM TOJIKOM TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO U3 IIBEICKOTO MOXOAa BEPHYJIHCh,
MIBUTH JIOPOKHYIO He CTpsIXHY/ M. Kakoe aToMy 1mieHKy zaeno g0 napesuda Asiekcest [lerposuda? OH u
HE CMBICIUT B TAKUX BEpXax HAYETr0, eMY JIMIIb Obl IMOPaMHU 3BEHEThH J1a TIepes] TOCyAapeM BBICITY-
xuBatbest! Ciyxu, dai, mposepsieT, He doree.

— Bce-Taku MHe BCE 3TO CUJIBHO He HpaBUTCS. «HyKHO OBITh B CTO KpaT OCTOPOXKHEE», —
3agymunBo npotsiHya [lerp HukonaeBuu. [lepenoHku ero majiblieB, MCHaYKaHHbIE B YEPHOM Caxe
ot utuns, npoxani. OH TPUHSIICS MEPATh HEPBHBIMU IIaraMH TECHYI0 KOMHATY, 3JI0KUB PYKU
3a CITUHY U TO M JIEJIO HACTYIasl HA CKPUITyYHe MOJIOBHIIBI. — DTOT HE3aKOHHOPOXKJIEHHBIHN yOITIo-
IOK BorgaHoB CIUT W BUAMT, Kak Obl MOBBIIIE BHICTYKUThCS Tiepes [IpeoOpakeHCKUM MPUKa30M.
Cam crpaIHblil KHsI3b-Kecapb POMOIaHOBCKHIA €r0, CYKMHOTO ChIHA, BHIKOPMIJI, U3 TPSI3H TOJHSII
Y CBICKHOMY Jeiy oOyumi! YV Hero ke HIOX, KaK y JIeraBod, OH Kpamoiy 3a BepcTy uyeT. OH Ham
BCE BEJIMKOE [IeJI0 MOryOUTh MOKET B OIMH MHT, BCIO HAIITy HAJIEKAy Ha M30aBJIEHHE OT METPOBCKOTO
AHTUXPUCTOBA WTa.

— Jla Heyxro norangaincsi? — CemeH VIBaHOBUY ak MpHCENT HA JIABKY, XBaTasiCh 3a cep/le. —
MBs1! Bep 1M poM NUCATH. ..

— IlpokasaTeiil TBOM mmpp! — 3110 3ammnen JJoroqbkH, OCTAHOBUBLIMCH MPSMO Mepe[ MpH-
srenem. — Ecnu B TaiiHOM KaHIIEIsIpUM Y3HAIOT XOTS ObI ITPO OJIHO HAIle TAIHOE MUCHMO K LIAPEBUYY
B Beny, ecim niecapess moau PomonanoBckoMy Oymary mepexBatsiT — OBbITh HaM BCEM Ha JIbioe y
naynada. Kocreii morom He cobepem! B 3acTeHKax 3a)XHMBO CTHOSIT, a TOJIOBBI HAIlIA HA KOJIbSI BIOJb
HaOepesKHOUM BBICTPOSIT

— Bui ipaBei! CoBepitieHHO, a0COIIOTHO MPaBbl, OJIaroeTesb Bbl MOI! — CyIOpPOKHO 3aKUBaJT
Cemen MBanoBuu KparuH, 3arisapiBasi B 1j1a3a COOECEJHUKY M U30 BCEX CHUI IBITAsICh 3aCIyKUTh
o100peHre CBOero OyIyIiero BAMATEILHOTO U 60ratoro poactBeHHuKa. OT cTpaxa U yroqHU4YecTBa
OH J1a)ke COTHYJICA B MOSICHULIE, KOMKas B pyKax Joporylo manky. — K ciosy, [lerp Hukonaesuy,
pa3 yk 3aluia pedsb O ceMbe... B Takoe JIMXosneThe TONbKO Ha OMM3KKX U ynoBarh. Korga Mbl Harmmx
MOJIOBIX-TO HaKOHeI] oOBeHuaeM? CBaieOKy Obl CIIpaBUTh, 2 B AEPEBHIO YeXaTh OT Ipexa rnojabiie!
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— Ckopo, Cemen MBaHOoBWY, B camom OmkaiiieM Oymymiem. [Totepru Thi, pagu Xpucra!
He no BeHuanus ceifyac, Korga y Hac 0OOMX TOJIOBa Ha IJIaxe MOTaercsi! — 37100HO OrpbI3HYJICS
JloroapK1H, pe3Ko MOBEPHYBIKCH K HeMy. — ThI 0 JIeBKe TyMaelllb, KOTra rajiay yXe TOMOpPbl TOYUT?

— Jla nomuyiite, Ilerp Hukonaesuy, most Karenbka 1o Bamemy Mibiomienske yxe Bce 11a3a
MPOIJIsifieNa, Y CIIOASHOIO OKHA C YyTpa JO HOYM CHAIOYM, CJIE3bl B IUIATOK MpSYeT! — IUIAKCHBO
3anpuunTan Kparus, BcruiecHyB pykamu. — Korjia yxe jKeHHX 3aKOHHBIW ee HaBeCTHT, CJIOBO Jiac-
KOBoOe ckaskeT? HplHve Belb BpeMeHa HOBBIE, IIapb-TOCyaaph 0 HEMELKOMY o0pa3y accamOIien BBe,
JIeBUIIAM JIOMa 3allepThIMU CHIETh B TEMHBIX TepeMax He CJiefl, UM BOJIs HyxkHa, oOmeHre! A Wibs
[lerpoBrY K HeBecTe U HOCA CBOETO He KaxeT, Oyaro Opesryer!

— TlonHo TeGe OGeCrnoKOUTHCS U MYCTOe MOJIOTh, CIIABHBIN OyzeT Opak, CBSKEM pOJIbl, OymyT
OHU CYACTJIMBbI, — HETEPIIEIMBO OTMAXHYJICs XO35IMH JOMa, MOPIIACh OT IJIAKCMBOI'O TOHA I'OCTI.
— Ceituac y Hac camasi OoJibIasi, YepHast 3a00Ta — 3TOT BbicKouka Borianos. He moamoprwt Ov1 0H
HaMm Bce IU1aHbl niepe rocyaapem [lerpom AjiekceeBuueM. DTOT MIYMbIHA 1IEHOK, KOHEYHO, JabIie
CBOEr0 HOCa HEe BUIUT, YMHUIIIKOM CJIad CyIPOTUB HAC, HO TOJ HOTaMHU ITyTaeTcsl 3HATHO, a 32 HUM
— cuia npukasa. Hy)KHO Kak-To CpOYHO, OTBECTH OT ceOs JII00bIe MOI03PEHUs] LIAPCKUX CHIITUKOB.
Ecnu oH 3aBTpa K NOJNY/AHIO HE YIMETCs, IPUIETCS AEUCTBOBATh KPYTO.

— W uro xe penarb-10? O rocrnoau, rpexy HallK TSKKHUE. .. — UCITYTaHHO, €1Ba CIIBIIIHO MPOo-
mentan CemeH VBaHOBHUY, OnejHest OT cTpaxa Tak, YTO B MOJTyMpaKe ero JIMIO CTajio MOXOkKe Ha
norpeOasibHbIi caBaH. OH CYJOPOKHO CIJIOTHYIL. — YOUTb €ero, uTo Ju, 3axymanu? Tak PomonaHoB-
CKHIA 32 CBOETO JIIOOMMYKKA BCIo MOCKBY Ha JpI0y MMOAHUMET!

— Momum, nypak, He Kapkaii! — IeIkHYT Ha Hero JlorombkuH, O0nbHO cxBatuB KparuHa 3a
wiedo. — Tebe — cuners Thxo. Benu cedsa Kak 0OBIYHO.

-970 Kak *ke?-HeJOYMEHHO MepecpoCh COOSCEeIHUK.

— [a, xax Bceraa, Tel genaenib! Emb 1o oTBasia, nei JonbsHA, BECEIUCh Haponaiyo! — ¢
Ha)KMMOM NOBTOPMJI JIOrOIbKMH, U B €r0 IroJI0ce MPOCKOJIb3HYJIA 371as1 yCMellKa. — YCTpoilTe MOCKo-
pee y cebs B jome accamOIiero o HOBOMY ITapcKkoMy ykasy. [1030BUTe 1OOOJIbIIIe 3HATHBIX TOCTEH,
KYIIIOB OOrateix, o(priiepoB rapHU30HHBIX, MY3BIKY CO30BUTE HEMEIIKYIO, TaHIyiTe 10 ynaay! [leiite
MPUJTIOIHO OrPOMHBIMU KyOkamu BosbIioro opra 3a 3apasue rocynaps [lerpa AnekceeBuua, 9to0
u3 ymieit mnock! [ycTs Bce Kpyrom, a myiie BCero MIHMoHbl boraaHoBa, AymaloT, 4To Thl — CaMblii
BEpHBII, MPE/IaHHbIN CIIyTra Lapsi, TOTOBBIM 32 HETO JyIly OTAaTh, & HE 3arOBOPIIMK.

Cemen MBaHoBMY Ha cekyHay 3agyMaiics. CTpax, ellie MUHYTY Ha3a]] CKOBBIBABILMI €ro TeJIo,
HayaJ MOHEMHOTY OTITycKaTh. OH MPUHSUIICA HETOPOILUIMBO TMOIJIa)KMUBATh CBOIO HACIIEX OPUTYIO IO
CTPOroMy HEMEILIKOMY yKa3y 0opofy, Koxka Ha KOTOPOU JI0 CUX TOp 3y/eNa U IIeNYIINIIach C HelpH-
BBIYKH. MBICITb O TIBIIITHOM THPE, IIIyMe U IOPOrOM BHHE MPUIILIACH EMY T10 jyIie, 1 O1eiHOe, UCTTU-
TOE JIUIIO €r0 3aMETHO TMOBECEJIENO, a B IJ1a3ax OJIECHYI MPUBBIYHBIN OTOHEK KYNEYEeCKOTO TIIEC/IaBUs:

— A uyt0? D10 neno! 1o MoxHO! — Kparvn AOBOIBHO KPSIKHYJI, PacIpaBUB IUIEYH, U TTIOTEP
MyXJIblE JIA/IOHU, HA KOTOPBIX MOOJECKUBAIH TsIKeTIble iepcTHU. — Ha 3T0 y MeHs B moJjBajiax OTMeH-
HOE MHO3eMHOe BUHO IpunaceHo. ®paniysckoe! M3 camoro [Napuka, kymupl ¢ Prkckoro nonsopbs
Be3JM, OOXKMIIUCH, YTO caM KOpOJIb UXHUH Takoe IbeT! YK Mbl Takylo KOMeauIo pasbirpaem, Ilerp
HukonaeBny, 4to cam rocygapb Obl HOBepuII!

— Hy BoT 1 nagHo. Bo3Bparnaiics k cebe JOMOi, CHUMU 3JIeTIHee TuIaThe, 0OpsIMCh B KadTaH
HEMEIKUI 1 OTAbIXail, — JIorogbKUH XOJIOJHO, BHICOKOMEPHO KUBHYJI, JaBasi MOHITh, YTO HOUHOM
Pa3roBOp OKOHYEH U 33/IepXKUBaTh TOCTS OH OoJiee He HaMepeH. — I TeM BpeMeHeM BCE pa3y3Halo
Yyepe3 CBOMX BEpPHBIX JIIOIEH B KaHLIEJSApUU. BBIsICHIO, YTO MpH JBOpE rocyaapeBoM B MockBe Mpo-
WCXOIMT, Kakue BecTH u3 [letepOypra nmpuIuy 1 A7l 4Yero 3TOT BhICKOUKa BormaHoB B Halm Kpast
cyHyJcs. .. He k moOpy Bc€ 310, 0X He K 100py. [Icbl PoMogaHOBCKOTro pOCTO Tak JianamMu He MaIyT.

[Nerp HukonaeBu4 npuctanbHO, CKBO3b MPHUIIYP, IIOCMOTPEN Ha CBOETrO COOECeJHUKA, TOKa
TOT CyIOPOKHO HATSATUBAJ IIAIKY U 3aCTETMBAJI ITyTOBUILIBI. XO3SUH JI0OMa MBITAJICS UHTYUTUBHO YJI0-
BUTb T10 JIMITY, TIO MaJIeHIIIeMy JIBUKEHUIO Iy0 MM JIPOKaHUIO BEK: He CKpbIBaeT JM ToT yero? He
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3aMBIIUISIET JIM TIOJIIOCTh 3 €ro CIIMHOMW, He HOCHUT JIM B KapMaHe cTpodeHbiit 1oHoc? Ho 3Tot Tpyc-
JIVBBIN TypeHb TIOTHOCTHIO eMy j1oBepsiyl. CemeH VMIBaHOBUY ObLT IIEJTMKOM B €ro Oe3pas3/ielbHOM Blia-
CTH, CBSI3aHHBII OOIIMM T'PEXOM U cTpaxoMm Iiaxu. OH mpocTo (pU3NIECKH HE MOT OCITYIIAThCS WIN
MOCTYIUThH OITPOMETUHBO.

V JlorofbkuHa yKe IaBHO M HECTEPIMMO YeCAMCh PYKH OTIPABUTH 3TOTO HUKYEMHOTO, OOJIT-
JIMBOTO CTIO/IBUKHUKA B MUP WHON — TIOJICTPOUTH JIM HECUYACTHBIN CITy4yail Ha OXOTe, MOJCHINATh JI
B KyOOK 3aMOPCKOTO 3eJibs. JIMIIHUI cBUIeTe b B TAKOM Jiejie — JIMIIHSAS MeT/Is Ha mee, a Kparun
OBbLT CJIAIIKOM cJ1a0 qyxoM. Ho 3TOT XMTphIA CTapblil JIUC, KaKk OyATO TIOJICO3HATEIBHO UysT CMep-
TEJIbHBIN TOIBOX, UCXOMUBIIHI OT JieassHoro ToHa Ilerpa HukonaeBuya. OH M30 BceX CUJT TBITAJICS
OBITh MOJIE3HBIM, 3arJIAIBIBA B POT M MPEIyTragbBal KaxI0e KeJlaHue X03s1Ha, JIWIIh Obl JIOKa3aTh
CBOIO MTPEJAHHOCTb.

Co cBoeil ctopoHsl, KparuH, KoHeUHO, yMamuuBal O TaBHOM. OH yXKe MBITAJICS OCTOPOKHO
BBICITY)KUTBCS ¥ ITepes] rpo3HbIM bormaHoBbiM 13 TaltHOUM KaHIIEISpUU — HaMEKHYJI TOMY TPEThEro
JHS HA COMHUTEJIbHBIE 3HAKOMCTBA JIOropKiHa, HO Tak, 4ToObI U ceOs He moacTaBuTh. Hamescs,
uyna, YCuaeTh Ha JIBYX CTybsax! EMy camoMy yke O CMEpPTH XOTEelIOCh MOCKOpee MOKOHYHThH CO
BCEMH STHUMHU OMACHBIMU MAPTHEPCKUMHK OTHOIICHUSIMHU, OPOCUTH 3arOBOPHI, MPOKJIATHIC MHChMa K
apeBu4y AJIEKCEI0 U yexaTh ¢ KOHLIAMU MOAAJIbIIE U3 ChIPOM, MyTraloliel, Iponaxiieil IopoxoM u
CBICKOM CTOJIMIIBI B TUXO€, TJIyX0e JaJibHee UMeHHe IMoJ] CY3AaIbcKUM HeOoM, e HuKakas TaiHas
KaHIe/Isipusi ero Obl He I0CTaa.

— Crynait, Cemen MBanoBuu. Y moMHu: S3bIK 32 3y0aMu JIEpXKH, Ja)ke KOTJa MbsH OyJelb,
— Tuxo n00aBu JIorogbKuH, IPOBOXKAst €ro K BHIXOLY. — 3aBTpa Ha accamosiee 51 PUIILTIO K TeOe
Nnsio. [Tycts Ha KateHbKy TBOIO IIOCMOTPHT, Aa U 32 TOCTAMU IPUTTIAIUT.

Kparus noksonuscs B nosc.

— Tloeny s, noxanyi, [lerp Hukonaesnu, — cnoxaruiicsi Cemen MBaHOBUY, CyIOPOKHO
TIOTIPABJISAS TIOJIBI UYKIOTO, Y3KOrO HEeMEIKOoro kKadraHa, KOTOPHIH OONBLHO Bpe3ajicsl eMy B IOJ-
MBIIIKU. — JKEHIIMHBI MOM, MaTYIIKa C JJOYKOH, JOJKHBI BOT-BOT CO CTapOM MOCKOBCKOW JOPOTHU
npuexaTb. KOHM y HUX ycTaBIlIMe, TEMHOTA Ha TBOPE IJ1a3 BHIKOJIM, JIMXHE JIOAH TIO JIeCaM IHaJIsT.
Hexoporo Oyaer, eciim MeHs IoMa He OKaKeTCsI, TIeperyraloTcst Oaobl.

— Crynaii, cTynai, — ye COBEpILEHHO HETEepIIeNMBO U C TPYAOM CKpbiBasi Ope3IIMBOCTb,
MTPOMOJIBUJI XO35IMH JIOMa, OYKBaJILHO BBITTPOBOXKAsI TOCTS PyKaMH JIO CaMbIX jiBepeit. Harocnenok on
KpeIKo, /I0 XpycTa cxkai riedo Kparuna. — O 6adax gymaii, HO ipo accamoOnieo He 3a0yab. 3aBTpa
K Beuepy y TeOs1 BeCh FOpO[I OJIKEH TeTh U TUIsicaTh. [la 3a BAHOM cBOMM (DPaHITy3CKHUM CIIETU, YT00
TOCTSIM SI3BIKM Pa3Bs3aJio, a TeOe — CBSA3aJI0.

— Bcé ucnonnio, [erp HukomnaeBuy, kak 6or cBsT, BCE crienaio! — 3amrentain Kparus, narsach
K BBIXOIly ¥ HU3KO KJIQHSISICh.

JIOrOBKMH 3aXJIOMHYJ 32 HUM TSDKENTyIo JyOOBYIO JIBEph M Cpa3y ke 3aBHHYJ MAaCCHBHBIN
JKeJIe3HBIN 3aCOB. 3BYK YIABIIIETO JKeJie3a 9XOM pa3Heccs 1o myctomy aomy. [letp Hukonaesud mpu-
TaJI YXOM K 3aMOYHOW CKBaKHMHE, CITyIIasi, KaK yAAJIsIoTCsl ToporumBble maru Cemena MiBaHoBrYa,
KaK BCXpaIHyJI Ha JBOPE Uy:KOW 3arHAHHBIA KOHb, U KaK, HAKOHEII, CKPUITHYJIA U 3aKPbUIACH CaJIOBO-
MapKOBasi KaJINUTKA.

OcraBIuMch B TIOJTHOM OJUHOYECTBE, JJOTOMBKUH TSKEIO B3IOXHYJ M MOBEPHYJICS K TEMHON
KOMHaTe. B 6arpoBoM OTCBeTe yracamomux yrjei ero JIMIO Ka3aJoch BbICEYEHHBIM U3 KamHs. OH
TIOIONIIE]T K CTOJTY, HAIyTaJl B TEMHOTE MOTAWHYIO MPYKUHY IO/ CTOJICIITHULICH U U3BJIEK U3 OTKPHIB-
Ierocsl sIuKa HeOOMBINYI0 KOXAHYI0 YEPHUJIBHUILY, TYCHHOE MepO U CBEPHYTHIA B TPYOKY JIUCT
TJIOTHOM TOJUTAHCKOM OymMaru — To caMoe HeJIoNMcaHHOe MMChMO B BeHy, 3a kotopoe TaiiHast KaH-
HeNspust 0e3KaIOCTHO CAMpaa KOKY.

— Babs! puenyT, TOBOPHIIID... — TIPOIIEVIT OH CKBO3b 3YOBI, TJISI/IsI HA YMCTBIN Kpai JIMCTA.
— Tpycnusas To1 TBapb, CemeH. He noBener Hac TBOsI fouka a0 AoOpa. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO ThI 3HACIIIb,
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U ciuiikoMm crad TBoit xpeder. [Ipunercs, BunHO, MIblolieHbke MOeMy CTaTh BIOBLIOM €1Iie /10 BEeH-
YyaHus, eci BoriaHoB TBOM crief ovyerT.

OH oOMakHyI Mepo B YepHIJIA, HO MHcaTh He cTall. YyTh Ope3kaluii pacCcBET yKe HauuHa
OKpAIlIBaTh CIIOASHOE OKOHIIE B OJNeTHO-CEpBIi IBET, BO3BEIasi O HACTYIUIEHMHA HOBOTO, CMEp-
TEJIbHO OMACHOTO JIHSI.

B 3710 3Xe camoe Bpemsi o yXxaOMCTOMy, U30MTOMY KOJIeCAaMH TPAKTy Pe3BO KAaTUJIACh KPBITas
JOpOXHAasl KapeTa, pacKaurMBasiCh Ha KOXKaHBIX peccopax. Marth ¢ I04epbio BO3BPAIIATINCH OT MOTr0-
CTHUBILIEH B JaJbHEM TOJMOCKOBHOM MMeHMH 0alOymiku. Bokpyr crosiia rimyxas, yepHasi HOUb, MOJ
KOJIECAMU XJTIONaJIa BECEHHSIS TPsI3b, HO BHYTPH SKMIIAXka APUJI CBOW, COTPETHIN TEILIOM CBEYEW MUD.

V 1onoii Katepunbl CeMeHOBHBI ObLJIO HA PEAKOCTh MPUTIOTHSATOE, TIO-BECEHHEMY PaJIOCTHOE
HACTPOEHHE, HeCMOTPSI Ha YCTAJIOCTh OT AOJITOro myTH. Yto rpexa TauTh — goOpast 6adyiika nepej
CaMBIM OTBE3IOM TOAApUIIA €l 3aMedaresibHOoe, OE3yMHO AOpOroe KOJbe U3 KPYIHBIX 3aMOPCKUX
KaMHe!, TPUBE3eHHBIX KyIaMu U3 camoit MHaun. 1o ykpaieHue yxe OueHb JaBHO Oe3yMHO Hpa-
BUJIOCH JIEBYIIIKE, OHA Tpe3uyia UM HasBy. KaTeHpka TO M /1e/10 MpUOTKpbIBaia OapXaTHbIA (yTiIsp,
moOysich, Kak OJaropogHoO W TAMHCTBEHHO NEPeMBAIOTCS TpaHeHble OYCHHBI B TYCKJIOM, KOJIeOo-
IIeMcsI CBeTe KapeTHOro (poHaps.

Uro-4T0, 2 TOKpPACcOBAThCS MEpe]] MOAPYraMu Ha CBETCKUX payTax OHa JToOuIIa OOJIbIIIe KU3HY,
Y B CBOM JIEBAATHAJLATH JIET Y€ MPOC/bUla MEepBOM MOAHUIIEH BO Bcell okpyre. E€ mapcTBeHHO,
O1aropoHOI MaHepe JepKaThCsl, TOPAOH MOCaKe TOJIOBBI U JIETKOMY IIary TaiiHO U SIBHO 3aBUJIO-
BaJIM BCE CBETCKME COTIEPHMIIBI, Kycast IyOBI OT 3JI0CTH, a OT 3HATHBIX MOJIOJBIX JIIOIEH, MEUTABIINX
BBITAHIICBATh C HEH XOTsI ObI OUH MEHYIT, OyKBAJIBHO HE OBUIO OTOOSI.

Katepuna Bcerna Bbirisiiesia BEJIMKOJIEITHO, TOUHO Joporas ¢gpapgopoBasi KyKJia, BbIIIMCAHHAS
u3 [Napwxka. E€ niunHbIe, TocHsIIMECs, YEpHbIe KaK BOPOHOBO KPBLIO BOJIOCHI BCET/1a ObLITH YJIOKEHbI
BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY B CJIOKHYIO MOJIHYIO IIPUYECKY, YKPAILIEHHYIO )KeMUYKHbIMUA HUTSIMH. [IbIIIIHBIE,
JOpOrHe TUIAThsl 0 HOBOM HEMEIKOM MoJie, C TYTMMHU, CTATUBAOIIUMH pedpa KOpceTaMu | TIry0o-
KHMHU, CMEJIIMU BbIPE3aMU-JIeKOJIbTE, BBITOAHO M COOTA3HUTENIBHO MOTYEPKUBAIIH €€ TOUEHYIO, TOH-
KyI0 JIeBUUblo (urypy. JeByIlka nmpekpacHo 3Hajia CHIIy CBOMX Yap U MUMOJIETHHIX B3IIsII0B. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl KeJJaHHOH, YNMBAIach TUM U OUEHb OPOKHIIIA CBOEH Oe3yNpeyHor KpacoTou,
TpaTs Yachl Mepesl 3epKajioM Ha MPUTHPAHUs U OeTua.

Katenpka Oblta 63 ymMa OT ITyMHBIX CBETCKUX accamOJiel, BBeIeHHBIX IlapeM-Tipeodpa3oBare-
nem. Tam, B CUSIHUM COTEH CBEYeH, MOJ1 3BYKH 3arpaHUYHbIX (DIIEHT M CKPUTIOK, OHa HEM3MEHHO OKa-
3bIBaJIaCh B CAaMOM IIEHTpe BCEOOIero BHUMAaHUsI, JIOBSI Ha cebe BOCXMIIIEHHbIE B3[IOXM KaBaJIEPOB.
Octpast Ha yM M Ha yAvBJIeHHe 0Opa30BaHHAs JJIsl CBOETO CYypoBOro Beka KarepuHa ymena Jierko
NOJLAEPKATh JIOOYIO CIIOKHYI0 Oece/Ty O MOJIMTHKE, 3arpaHUIHBIX HpaBaxX UM HOBOH 1M0331H. 32 KOJI-
KHMM CJIOBOM B KapMaH OHa HHUKOI/IA He JIe3/1a, yMesl U3SIIHO OTOPUTh HA30MIMBOTO yXakepa.

JleBy1iKa Ha OTVIMYHO YCBOWJIA BCE JIMLIEMEPHbIE ITPABUJIA ITOM KECTOKOW CBETCKOW UIPHI, T/Ie
3a yJbIOKaMU MPSITAH sifl. XOTsI B CAaMOM IITyOHHeE €€ TPeNeTHON AyIHN, CKPBITOU MO )KECTKUM KUTO-
BBIM YCOM KOpCeTa, BCE ke Tausiach poOKast HaJexkaa: Koraa-HuOyab COPOCUTh STH TSIKEJble STHKET-
HBIE OKOBBI, IEPECTaTh IPUTBOPATHCS U JiraTh. Eil XOTeI0Ch CTaTh OTKPHITOM, UCKPEHHEH, KU3Hepa-
JOCTHOW ¥ MPOCTO TMO-HACTOSIIEMY CBOOOIHOM, JIIOOUThH €3 OTJISIIKA Ha YUHBI.

Bonbime, pagyxHble HaEKAbl HA 3TO YyJeCHOE MpeoOpaxkeHne OHa BO3jiaraia Ha CKOpoe,
JkKeJJaHHOe 3amyxkecTBo ¢ Wnbeit [JorogbKuHbIM.

— Tlocmotpu, maryimika, — KareprHa npuiioxuia Kojibe K Iee, MOBEPHYB JIMIO K COHHON
Matepu. — KakoBsl kamau! Ha 3aBTpariHeit accamoOnee y OATIOIKY 5 3aTMITIO caMmy T'yoepHatopiiry !
WnbiommenbKa ¢ yMma COMIeT OT paIoCTH, KOT/Ia MEeHsI yBUIUT.

Marb, noxuas Kymuuxa, TsHKesIo B3IOXHYNA U IEPeKPecTuia TEeMHOE OKHO KapeThl:

— Ox, Kars, b 661 foexanu Onarononyuno. Cepiie y MeHsI He Ha MecTe, OyaTo Oefa Brie-
pe/u KJIET...
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JleByIika Kak OyATO MpOCITyIana TPEBOKHbIE Pa3MbIIIUIEHUsI MATePH MPOIOJIKaia BOPKOBATH:

— Mawma, ayimieHbKa, Kak ke XOpOIo, YTo Mbl roroctuim y 6adymku! — Karepuna meura-
TEJIbHO B3/IOXHYJA, TPUKUMas K rpyau OapxaTHbIi QyTisap ¢ Koiabe. — OHa Tak oOHaiexuIa MeHsi!
Ckazana, uyto Mmorma 060 MHe HepeCTaHHO JyMaeT U TOXKE JKAET BCTPEUH.

— Munas mMosi, He TiepeKMBai Thl TakK, HE U3BOAM CEplle, — JAcKoBO yibiOHYynack Codbs,
TMOTJIAJIVB T0Yb 110 Tuiedy. — OTelr TBOM B camoe Omnvkaiiiiiee Bpems jgoroBopurcs ¢ [lerpom Huko-
JlaeBMYeM O Balleil cBagpOe. BoT yBUIMIIb, BCE ynaauTCsl KaK HeJb3sl JIydlIle.

— Ckopee Obl yxke! — BcIUlecHyJa pykamu KareHpka, W B ma3ax e€ 3aKIJIUCh JeBUYBU
OrOHbKM. — MHEe NpOCTO HEe TEePNUTCs BCErAa, KaXIyld MHHYTOYKY OBITh pSIoOM ¢ HUM. § Tak
6e3yMHO 110 HeMy cKyvaio! OH Bellb y MEHsI TaKOU 3aMevaTesIbHbIA: YyTKUH, T0OPBIi, OT3bIBUMBHIL. ..
Nnbs Beeraa, ¢ nmoirycioBa UCTIONHSIET BCE MOU CaMble TUTYITbIe Karpu3bl !

— JleBouka MoOsl, — JIMLIO MaTepH BAPYI MOMpayHEsIo, a B TOJ0CE MOCIBIIIANACh 3aTacHHAs
rpyctb. — Hacrosimmii 6pak — 3T0 cOBceM Jpyroe Aeso, HeXeJH Mpas3/iHble YXakKUBaHUs J1a MPo-
T'YJIKY TIOJL JIYHOH ... .

— Mawma, Hy B 4éM ke pa3HMLA? — YIMBJIEHHO 3axJonaja JJIMHHBIMU PECHULIAMU JIEBYILIKA.
— MHe kaxetcsl, ObITh BCETr/ja, BCIO KU3Hb C JTIOOUMBIM YEJIOBEKOM — 3TO TaK 3I0POBO U JIETKO!

— 7Ku3Hb B 3aMyKecTBe MOPOil CTAHOBUTCS HEBBIHOCUMO CKYYHOM, — THXO, IJIS1/1s1 B OKHO Ha
MPOIUIBIBAIOIINIA HOYHOM Jiec, oTBeTUIa Cobsa. — Co BpeMeHeM Cynpyru MOTYT IPUMENbKaTbCs U
710 CMEPTH HaI0eCTh APYT Apyry. A uHoraa... iHorga 6pak — 3To MPOCTO kecTtokas urpa. Kpacusas
mMpMa Jyisi OTBOZIA UyKMX IJIa3 OT TEMHBIX M OYE€Hb ONACHBIX JIE. . .

— Co MHO¥ 3TOr0 TOYHO HUKOT/1a He cydnTcsi! Y Hac Bellb HACTOSAIIAs, YUCTast TIOOOBb, Mama !
— ropsiuo BoCKJIMKHYJa KatepuHa, He kenast BEpUTh B MATEPUHCKUE CTPAXH.

— Kak 3Hatp, 10ouKka, BpeMsl MOKaXeT, — B3[I0XHYJ1a keHIlMHa. — [loHnMaelp, B Halem
MUpE Bcerja Hy)KHO ObITh HAacTOpoke. MyXKUYMHBI — HApOJ XUTPbIA, OHU JIIOOAT MaHHITYJIMPOBAThH
HaMu, c1abbiMu. Moi Tebe MaTepUHCKUI COBET: JEpP:KM OTHBIHE yXO BOCTPO. UTO CO CBOMM OTIIOM,
YTO ¢ OYAYIIUM MYKEM. ..

Horosoputh Cogbs He ycnena. Bapyr kapera ¢ AMKUM, ONTYLIUTEIbHBIM CKPUIIOM TOPMO30B
PE3KO, KaKk BKOIaHHAs1, OCTAHOBWJIACh OCPEAN HOYHOM 10pory. Jlomaay ucryranHo ¥ POH3UTEIBHO
3apiKaiiu.

Marb ¢ 10Yepblo OT CHITBHEHIIIEro TOTYKA He YAEPKAIUCh Ha CKOJIb3KUX OapXaTHBIX CHICHBSIX.
C rpoMKMM KpPUKOM OHM MOBAJIWJIUCH HA TPSA3HBIA MO KapeTbl. PyTisp ¢ Konbe BBICKOYMII U3 PYK
Karenpku u otieresn B yrod.

— AXx ThI, rocriogu! [la uTo ke 310 Takoe?! S ceituac mokaxy 3ToMy Oe3roJioBOMy Kydepy,
9TOMY HeBeXke, KaK MpaBUTh! — pa3pakeHHO Y THEBHO BOCKIMKHYIAa Codbsl.

[bIXTs 1 TOTIpaBIIsisi COMBIIMICS Yerell, OHA CTajla MOTHUMATLCS Ha HOTH, ellle He 3Hasl, YTOo
JOpOTy UM TIEPErOPOJINII BOBCE HE JOPOKHBIE YXaOUHBI.

Ho crouno Codbe pasapakeHHO pacHaxHyTh JIAKWPOBAHHYIO JBEpLY KapeTbl, Kak CJoBa
3acTpsiiM y He€ B ropie. KeHIMHa onemmsia, oHeMesa OT yKaca, YHNEepIIUCh B3MISI0M B TYCKJIO
OrecHyBIIIee MO JIYHOH, HalpaBJIeHHOE MPsIMO Ha He€ /1yJI0 MACCUBHOTO MUCTOJETA.

OrnymuTenbHO, Kak yaap rpoma, mpo3By4al BbicTpen. IIopoxoBoii 1bIM MTHOBEHHO 3aIlOIHUI
casioH. Tsoxenoe Teno Matepu Oe3:KU3HEHHO PYXHYJIO Ha3al, IpsIMO Ha KojieHH KaTtepuHsl.

JleBylika B CMEpTEJIbHOM YyKace 3akpuyajia, UCTOLIHO, JUKO, OTYAsSHHO 3aMaxaB pyKaMHU.
CexkyHIly Ha3aj KMBasi, yiabiOawormascs, e€ joporas, ropsdo JoOuMas Mama Jiexajla MepTBOH, C
OCTEKJICHEBIIIMM B3IJIs110M Y €€ Hor. KpoBb OBICTPO 3aMBasia CBETIOE MIEJTKOBOE TUIaThe. 3axiieObl-
BasICh CJIe3aMH M COOCTBEHHBIMHU K puKkamu, KatepruHa 3a0unach B 6e3yMHON HcTepuke. I3 TEeMHOTHI K
Hell POTSHYJIUCH TPyOble PyKH B KOKaHBIX nepyaTkax. C MOXUTUTEISIMHA HECYaCTHAs IEBYIIIKA OOpO-
JIach IO CAMOT'0 TTOCJIE/IHETO B3/J0Xa: Kycallach, llapanasach, CpeiBasia HOrTi. Ho critbl ObUIH CITMIIIKOM
He paBHbL. EE€ ObICTpO M 0e3:KaqoCTHO 00E3ABMAKUIIN, CTSHY/IN 3aIlsCThsI )KECTKOW BEPEBKOU, HAKU-
HYJIM Ha TOJIOBY TUIOTHBIM MEUIOK Y CTPEMUTEIBHO YBE3JIM C MECTa KPOBABOI'O MPECTYIUICHUS.
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Karepuna ounynace OT MpOHU3BIBAIOIIET0, MOTHIIBHOTO XOJI0/a, KOTOPBIA MPOOHpaT IO CaMbIX
kocreit. ['onoBa packasbiBaiach oT Tynoi 6omu. OHa Jiexana B KpaitHe HeyJOOHOM, HeeCTeCTBEHHOM
TIOJIOXKEHUH Ha rpyOoii IepeBsIHHOM JIeXKaHKe, HacrieX COMTOM U3 THUJIBIX JOCOK. BOoKpyr napwiiu 3710-
BEIUH MOMyMpaK, yIylnuTiBasi BOHb U JIMTIKAs CHIPOCTh KAMEHHOTO Kazemara. B BhilmHe, 3a TOJICTOM
PEIIeTKOM, e1Ba Ope3:KU OJICTHBIN CBET.

Brpyr Ha cBoel rpyau, MpsiMO MOBEPX UCTIAYKAHHOTO 3ar PAHUYHOTO KOPCEeTa, AEBYIIKA MTOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa MEP3KOoe, )KUBoOe IieBesienre. Koy o0oxrm napanawormue janku. [IpeBo3moras 6016, OHa
MIPUTIOHSIA TOJIOBY M B TIOJyThME YBHJEJA KUPHYIO, JIOCHSIIYIOCS Cepylo KpbICY, KOTOpasl Harjio
yCTaBUJIACh Ha HEE€ CBOMMMU OYCHHKAMMU-TJIA3aMHU.

Ot HeornmcyeMoro oMmep3eHust, Ope3riMBOCTH M yxaca KarepuHa copBasiach Ha TMKUH, UCTOII-
HBI BOILIB:

— IMomorute! Cmunyiitecs! Boimyctute MeHs orciona! Kto-HuOy s !

OT cOOCTBEHHOM MOTHOM OECTIOMOIITHOCTH, JIMIKOTO JIMXOPAJI0YHOTO CTpaxa M 3TOro KYyTKOro,
XOJIONHOTO KAMEHHOTO CKJlerna e€ Omiia KpynHasi, Herpekpaiaomasics Apoxb. OHa B maHuKe Opo-
CHJIaCh K BBIXOAY, A0 KPOBH pa30MBast MabIIbl, TPSCA TSKEJIbIe KeJIe3Hble PEIIeTKH U MPOIoJIKaa
KpHUYaTh, CPbIBas TOJIOC B MyCTOTY.

B 310 Bpemst Mos1o10#1 cTpaxHUK VIBaH B MOJTHON PacTepSIHHOCTH M ITyOOKOM YHBIHUY CUET Ha
XOJIONHBIX KAMEHHBIX CTYTEeHsX KazeMara. OT 3THX MOJIHBIX HEUEJIOBEUECKOTO OTYASTHUS U IEBUUBUX
cJie3 BOIUIel eMy ObLJIO UCKpeHHe, 0 TIyOrHBI AyIy He 1o cebe. OH HepBHO MepeOrpat MnajibliaMu
CBSI3KY TSDKEJIBIX JKEJIE3HBIX KJIIOUel, KOTOphle Ipede3Kali B ero pyKax, TOUHO 3yObl KypHJIBIIUKA
Ha MOpo3e.

«Hy BoOT, rocnonu noMuinyi, JOKaTUINCh! — B CTpaxe TyMall MapeHeK, HeUCTOBO KPECTSCh
TOJ1 CYKOHHBIM KapTaHOM. — B 3acTeHKax KaHIEIsIpuH Terneph U O1aropogHbIX KeHIIUH JepKum!
Kusyio nymry ryoum. U uto MHe, rpentHoMy, fesath? XKaib GeTHSKKY, OX Kak Kallb, a Cepale Kpo-
BbIO 00MBaeTcs. YTo ke Takoe CTPAITHOE COTBOPUJIO 3TO MIJIOE, XPYITKOE CO3[]aHue, Pa3 Meperio
Jopory HaieMy Jiiotomy xo3suHy? Heyskenu y rpacda nogHumeTcs pyKa, ¥ OH OCMEJIUTCS TBITAaTh e€
Ha JpI0e?» — OT 3TUX MBIC/IEH TapHs OPOCUIIO B JIEICHSIIIINI TOT.

UYrtoObl XOTh KaK-TO 3arIyIIUTh 3TOT JyHIepa3upalonifii BU3r, MBaH 3akai ymm JOKTIMH U
MIPUHSIICS BCIIYX, TIO-IETCKM KOMAYHO IPUYUTATh, ITyTast OT MaHUKH BCE IIEPKOBHbBIE YMHBI C TOCY/Ia-
PEBBIMH yKa3aMHu:

— IpecpsTas 3acTynHuIa, cnacu u mponecu MumMo! KaGwl 51 3Hau1, 4To BMecTO Kapayiia y 60uek
C Ka3€HHbBIM BMHOM MCHA K KpU4YallluM 6aprHIHHM MPpUCTaBAT, A OBl €lIc B Mockse B MOHACTBIPb
coexan! Vimb, HagpeiBaeTcs, romyouna... Jla exxenu kanutad boraHoB MpUaeT v 3aCTaBUT e€ oIpa-
IIMBATB, 51 XK MEPBBII CO CTPaxy BO BCeM CO3HAOCh! M UTo y 11apsi-0aTiomky Tadak 13 KUCeTa BOpoBaJ,
1 yTo 6opoy cede TaitHo oOpaTHO npukJenBan! ['ocnoau, cMIITYICS, BEJM 3TOH IEBKE 3aMOI4aTh, a
TO y MEH OT €€ rojioca KapTaH Ha CIIMHE TPEUIMT U KJouu U3 pyk Baisatcs! bariomka Cemen VBa-
HOBUY, HY Y YAPYKHUJI ThI IOUKE, 3aBapWJI Kallly, a pacxjieOblBaeT Terepb CAPOTHHOYKA B KopcerTe !

OT NogoOHBIX MBICIEN HECYACTHOTO IOHOIIY Jake MepeiepHyJIo, a Mo CIHMHE Mpodeskall Mmpo-
TUBHBIM, JIEIEHAIMI X0I010K. VBaH McnyraHHO NEepeKkpecTuIcs Ha TEMHbIM CBOJ KOPUAOPa, MOJIs
6ora, 4TOObI CTEHBI HE 3aTIOMHIIIN €T0 MAJIOAYIITHBIX JTyM.

— Tocronn momwuny#, rpex-to Kakou... [Tolay jydie ckaxy OapuHy, 4TO 3Ta HecuyacTHas
npuIia B cedsl, MOKa OHA TaM CO CTpaxy C yMa He COlllia U OOry JyIly He oTjaia, — MPOHECIOCh
B rojiose y lBaHa.

OH nocrenHo 3BSIKHYI TSKEJIOW CBSI3KOU, IPOBEPsisl, HA MECTEe JIM KJIIOYM OT Ka3emara, U
9TUMHU TPEBOKHLIMHU MBICTIAMU TOPOILIMBO MOAHSAJICA IO KPYTOﬁ, CKJIM3KOU KaMEHHOM JIECTHUIIC,
BeyILEN U3 chlporo noazemebs. Crapasch He CIyHIaTh MPOJOKABIIMECS 32 CIIMHOM Ha/lpbIBHbIC
JEeBUYbM KPUKH, CIIyra HalpaBWICS MPSMHUKOM B KaOMHET rocrmoguHa. EMy 0 cMepTu XOTenoch
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MIOCKOpee nepearh 3Ty 00y3y KOMY-HUOY/Ib MOBBIIIE YHNHOM, JIMIIb Obl CAMOMY HE OTBEYAaTh 32 CJIE3bI
61aropoIHON GApPHIITHY.

A B KaOuHeTe B 3TO BpeMsl pa3brpblBajiach OypHas, MOJHAS SIPOCTHOTO HAINPSIKEHUs CIICHA.
Hukura, OneHbliA OT ITyXOi JOCabl U CAEPKUBAEMOTO THEBA, MEPHJT KOMHATY OBICTPBIMH, pa3Ma-
IIACTBIMU IIAraMU, pacXaXuBasi U3 yriia B yroji. Tsokesble 1yOoBble TOJOBUIIBI KaTOOHO CKPUIISITH
T0J1 €ro HAYMIIEHHBIMUA HEMEIIKMMH CarioraMu, oka Makcum, cTosl y OKHa M HEpBHO KOMKasl B pyKax
NepyaTky, B IETAISIX OMKCHIBAJ KPOBABYIO KAPTUHY HOYHOTO TMOXMIIIEHHUS Ha TPAKTe.

B 310 e camoe Bpemsi Kupusui, coBepiieHHO pa3BajMBIIUCh B ITTyOOKOM OapckoM Kpecie
1 OeclepeMOHHO BHITSIHYB YCTaBIIME B CellIe HOTM MPSIMO K MbUIAIOIIEMY KaMUHY, C YIOSHHUEM
Joeqa COYHYIo, KUPHYIO KYPUHYIO HOXKKY, CTAIIEHHYIO C TOCTIOACKOro cTojia. OH C OrPOMHBIM YHO-
BOJIbCTBUEM OOJIM3bIBAJI M3Ma3aHHbIC B JKUPY MaJIbIIbl, IPUUMOKHMBAT M CMAKOBAJI KaXKIBIH KycCO-
YeK ¢ TaKuM Oe3MATEXKHBIM BUIOM, CJIOBHO HaXOIWJICS Ha BeceJoM Iapckom nupy B Jlegoproso,
a He B JIOTOBE I'PO3HBIX CHIIMKOB [IpeodpakeHckoro npukasza. Ero ceifuac coBepIieHHO He 3aHH-
MaJia cepbesHasi, MpauHasi O0JTOBHs py3ed. EAMHCTBEHHBIM, CaMbIM HCKPEHHUM U CAMbIM IJIABHBIM
*)enanneM Kvpusiia mocie Hesiesu TSKeoro MIBEICKOTO MOXo/a ObUIO IO KOHIIA YTOJIMTh CBOH ITOKC-
TUHE BOJTYUU T'OJIOM,.

OH ¢ SIBHOI HEOXOTOM M JOCAJOI OTBJIEKCS OT CBOETO MPUSATHOTO 3aHSTHUS JIUIIb TOrJa, KOraa
B KaOWHeTe MOBUCIA 37I0Bellas, 3BeHsas ThiHa. Pacckas Makciuma oOopBaicsi Ha TOMYCIIOBe.
Jpy3bsi OTHOBPEMEHHO OOEpHY/IMCh M YCTABMIIMCH Ha XKylomero Kupuiia ¢ HeMbIM, TSKEIbIM yKO-
POM, CIIOCOOHBIM CMYTHUTD JTIOOOTO, HO TOJIBKO HE 9TOTO TOJIOAHOTO rBapIeuIa.

— UYro BHI TaK BBUIYIIIINCH, FOCIIOAA? — YaBKHYB HAIMOCJIEI0K, HEBMHHO MPOTsHY Kupuin
Y TIOTSIHYJICS 32 BTOPBIM KPBUIBIIIKOM. — ByaTo nokoiiHuKa yBuaeau. Ha mycToii-To kenyaok Kpa-
MOJTy UCKaTh — TUOJIOE JIENI0, TOCYJApIo OT XY/IOTO CHIIIMKA HUKAKOM MoJb3bl! — OypkHyn Kupwi,
HEJJOBOJIHO BBITUPAsi 3aCaJICHHBIH POT MIMPOKUM PyKaBoM Kadrana. — Jlake moecTb 4esoBeKy Cro-
KOIHO He aaaute! BOT Tak Bcerga y Bac — 4yTb UTO He, MO-Bailiemy, cpasy s KpailHuii! Camu xe
roJIOOM MOPUJIH !

— Kupusut, — onacHo Tuxum roiocom odparmiicss Hukura K chitomy coOeceJHUKY, OCTaHO-
BUBILIKCH MPSIMO Tiepest ero KpecsioM. — Tl jke JIMYHO PyKOBOAWII STUM MoxuieHrneM. OTBEeTh MHe,
novemMy TBOM Joau youm rocnioxy Kparuny? 3auem HykHa ObUla 9Ta JUIIHSAS KPOBb?

— Jla moToMy 4TO 3TOH GECcTONI0YM BOOOIIE HUUEro CEphe3HOT0 JI0BEpUTH Henb3si! EMy maxe
MPOCTOE MHUCHMO Tepe/iaTh — U TO 33/1a4a HEBBINOIHUMAasI, 00513aTeIbHO HaIyTaeT! — SI3BUTENIBHO
BCTaBHJI CBOU TISITh KOTleeK MaKcuM, CKPEeCTUB PyKH Ha IPy/IH.

Kupust ot Takoii oOupl Aaxe 3acoriel, IyMHO BTSHYB HOCOM BO3[LyX, M OTJIOXHJI OOTJI0qaH-
HYIO KOCTb Ha cepeOpsiHoe OJTofIo.

— BoT nouemy BbI KO MHE BEYHO TaK HECIPaBeIJIMBbI 7 — UCKPEHHE BO3MYTHIICS OH, TIEPEBOS
B3VIs1/1 ¢ Makcuma Ha HacynmBIerocs rpacga. — B mpukase 4yto Obi10 Hanrcano? Beijio 1aHo YeTkoe,
SICHOE YKa3aHue: OpaTh )KUBOM M HEBPEIMMOM TOJIBKO MOJIOAYIO rocrnioky, Karepuny. Beex octanbHbIX
cBuzeTesnell — B pacxof! — MoOEJOHOCHO MPOIMTHPOBAT OH CJIOBA M3 TAWHOW MHCTPYKIMU. — 1
AENCTBOBA CTPOTO 1Mo OyKBE Balllero e rnpukasa, Hukura Hukonaesnu. Kakue ko MHe mocsie 3Toro
MoryT ObITh TIpeTeH3uu? CKa3aHo — B pacxofl, MOM pedsATa u OaxHy/ M Oe3 JIUITHUX Pa3rOBOPOB.

MakcuMm JUIb YKOPU3HEHHO, € ITTyOOKMM COXaJICHHEM MOKavasl TOJIOBOM:

— Hy a mogymars cBoelt codctBeHHOM rooBou, Kupmin? Ha cekynmy BKIIIOUUTH pazym? 1O
ke jkeHIuHa, MaTh! Tereps Kparus ot ropst v spocTu Ha CTeHsI Jie3Th Oyaer!

— DT0 He KO MHe, yMaTh — Ballla ABOpsiHCKas 3a0oTa! f conuar, s MCMIONHSIO MPUKa3 OT U
10, ¥ Bc€! — pazapakeHHO U rpydo orpei3Hyscss Kupuiul, oTBOpaunBasich K OKHY.

— Jla yK, M3BHHH, 3TO JIEHCTBUTEILHO HE K TeOe, TYT s MOTOPSUMIICS, — TSIKEIO B3JOXHYJ
Maxkcum, notupasi nepeHocuily. — W Kak Mbl BBITYTHIBATHCS U3 9TOW CKBEPHOW MCTOPHU TeTieph
Oynem? Bech my1aH Ha cMapky, JloronbKiHA HAIyraeM paHblile BpeMeHH.
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Kupusn Ha 310 ummb 6e3ydacTHO M PaBHOAYIIHO MOXaJ IUIEYaMH, MOJ, MOSI XaTa ¢ Kpaio,
J€JI0B HE 3HAIO.

— Teneps npunerca BbokuaaTh. [1maH MeHATh MO3JHO, — 3aJyMYMBO U IJIyXO OTBETHII
Hukwura, s Ha tuiaMsi Joropaiorieii ceeur. — ByaeM 3atauBIimch HaOMOOATh 32 KaKAbIM IIaroM
u neiicteueM Kparuna. [TocMoTpuM, K KOMY OH MOOEKHT 32 TIOMOIIBI0 — K J{OrOIbKUHY WITH Cpasy
BO JIBOpeI...

B 310T MOMEHT B 1yOOBYIO IBeph KAOMHETA HETPOMKO, POOKO TIOCTYYAJIH.

— Boiinute! — pe3ko oro3Basicsa Hukura, MUrom npuHUMasi CBOU NPUBBIUHBIN XOJIOAHBIN BUJL.

JIBepb MPUOTKPBLIACh, U Ha TOpore nosiBujcs OneqHbiid ViBan. OH Ms B pyKax HIANKy H,
CUJIbHO 3aIMHAsICh OT CTpaxa nepej rpo3HbIM OAPUHOM, THXO JOJOXKIUI:

— TlocnoguH... Tam 370... MOJTOast 0coda B MoaBasie nmpunuia B ceds. M Tak MCTOIIHO BOINT,
ceplellHasi, Ha BCe Ka3eMarhbl, UTO ak KyTKO CTAHOBUTCA... YTO MpuKaxere aenarb?

Hukuta MenyieHHO MOBEpHYJICS K CIyre, M B €ro IJ1a3ax CHOBa OJIECHYI TOT CaMblil OMacHBIH,
3BEpUHBII OTOHEK.

— He oOpaiaii BHIMaHMsI, TPOBOMUT U MIEPECTaHET, — JIeASTHBIM, aOCOTIOTHO CIIOKOMHBIM
rosocoM otBeTis1 Huknra. — K Hell B kamepy moka 0e3 Moero nprikasa He Xoau. XieOa v BOIpl He
HOCHTb. [1ycTh MOCHANT B MOJHOWM TEMHOTE, PUIET B MOAJMHHBIA yXac U oTdasHue. [Jsaauib, K
HOYHM CTaHeT KyJa CropopurBee. Bedyepom s caMm e€ HaBelly U MOTOJIKYIO.

VBaH NOKOPHO, HU3KO KMBHYJI U OECIITYMHO BHIIIEN, HE CMesl IEPEUUTh IPO3HOMY XO3SUHY.

«7Kanp OeIHSKKY, OX KaK KaJlb, X TyIla UCXOAUT! — KPYTHJIOCHh Y HETO B TOJIOBE, MOKA OH
CITyCKAJICSI TIO TYJIKMM CTYHEHsIM. — YTO ke TaKoro CTPAIIHOTO CAeNaia 3Ta XpYyNKasi roayOyIka
HaieMy cypoBoMy rocrofrHy? Ilouemy oH Tak K HeH JIIOT U CypoB?»

A BHHUBY, B CBIPOM Ka3eMare, OKOHYATeJIbHO COPBaB rOJIOC U COBEPIIEHHO BHIOMBIIUCH U3 CHII,
Karepuna 6eccusibHO OIycTHIIach B yIJTy Ha XOJIOJHBIN, CKJIM3KMI Tos1. OHa ckaslach B KOMOK U THXO,
TOPBKO 3aIlIakaja.

B xpomeniHoi ThMe nepes e€ razaMu TO U A€J10 IPKUMH BCIBIIIKAMU MEJIbKaJIO UCKaKEHHOE
MpeICMePTHON O0JTBbIO U0 MaTepu. OT STUX CTPAIIHBIX, KPOBABBIX BOCIOMUHAHUH AEBYIIIKY CHOBA
Y CHOBA IYIIWJIM CYJOPOXHBIE pblIaHusl. YepHas ropeub HEBOCIIOJIHUMOM yTPaThl HaKpbljla HECYACT-
HYIO ¢ rosioBoit. Hacrostias, qukas maHMKa CMEHWIIach TYIbIM oT4assHueM. OT HeBBIHOCMMOTO Oeccu-
st KateprHa Havasia MCCTYIIEHHO KOJIOTUTh MAJICHBKUMHU KYJIAuKaMH TI0 0e3:KaJIOCTHOMY, MOKPBI-
TOMY IUIECEHBIO KAMHIO CBOEM TEMHMIIbI, CIUPast HEXKHYIO KOXKY B KpoBb. HO cTeHbl MoTuany.

Bpems B 3acTeHKax TSHYJIOCh HEBBIHOCUMO, MYUYMTENIbHO J0/ro. [IeiTasich XOTh Kak-TO
COTPEThCsl B OIHOM JIMIIIb TOHKOM IIIEJIKOBOM IUIAThe U YHSITh HEPBHYIO IPOXKb, IEBYIIIKA IPUHSIIACH
0e3 OCTaHOBKM MEpUTh IIaraMu TECHYI0 KaMepy. 3a JOoJIThe Yachl OHa OYKBaJIbHO MPOTONTANA HEBH-
OUMYIO IOPOKKY U3 YIJIa B YIoJl.

Ot 3710BeIel HEM3BECTHOCTU CTAHOBWJIOCH KYTKO JIO TOHTHOTHL. YTO ¢ Hell Oynmer nasbine?
7KuBa mu oHa ocranercs? IIyist Kakoi HaMOOHOCTH e€ 3/1ech Aepkar B riensax? K Tomy ke, sI3bIK yxe
NpUIMNaj K roprani — Kartepuxe 6€3yMHO, 10 TOJIOBOK Py KEHHUsI XOTEJIOCh MUTh. Jla ¥ ecTecTBeHHasI
HY)X/Ia BCE CHJIbHEe JaBajia o ceOe 3HaTh, MpeBpaliasich B M30IIPEHHYIO THITKY. B yriy kaszemara
TYCKJIO TIOOJIECKUBAJIO CTApoe, TPsI3HOE MOMOKHOe Beapo. Ho BOCIONb30BaThCsl TAKMMHU CKOTCKUMMU
«ynoOcTBaMU» roprasi, YUCTOIUIOTHAS TBOPSHKA Ope3roBaja 10 MOCIEAHEro, 3abIXasich OT CThIIa
1 oMep3eHusi. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, OKOHYATEIbHO N3MYYeHHasl, BBITUIAKABIIIAs BCE CJIe3bl, OHA 0e3 CUJT
MOBAJIMJIACh HA JKECTKOE, MaxHyIlee THUIBIO TIOA00re KPOBATU U 3a0bLIACh TSIKENIBIM, KOIIMAPHBIM
CHOM.

Karepuny BHe3arnmHO pa3Oyani pe3KHid, ONTyIIUTEbHBIN, JIS3Talonid 3BYK OTKpPbIBAIOIIEHCS
JKEJIE3HOU ABEpU. 3aCOBbI 3aCKPEKETAIH TaK, YTO 3AJI0KUJIO YIIIH.

B TeMHOI1 KamMepe MIHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJI SIPKUH, CIEMSIINI, KOIeOmomuiics 0arpoBblid CBET.
310 ObUTH (haKesIbl B PyKax 3alleANMX TIOpeMIIMKoB. OTOHb IIyMHO Tpemiall, Opocast Ha KaMeHHbIN
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CBO[I IJTUHHBIE, MyTAIOIIHe YepHbIe TeHU. [IeByIITKa 3a)KMypUIach OT Pe3KOro CBETa, BHICTABHB BIIEPE/]
CKOBaHHbIE PYKH, U B CTpaxe 3aMepJiia Ha CBOEM JieskaHke. Yac eé cBuJjaHus ¢ MajayoM HacTall.

B nBepHOM mpoeme 3710Bele 0OPUCOBAIMCH TPH MACCUBHBIX MYXCKUX CHITY3Ta, 3aKpbIBast
co00i1 eJMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOJ M3 KAMEHHOTO MeIlKa. [[eByIKa UCIyraHHO MPUIIOAHSIIACH HA JIOKTSIX,
yTomnas B THuiIoi conome. Co crpaxoM, 1omnosyiaM ¢ OTYasTHHBIM OKHAAHUEM, OHA B YIIOP YCTaBUJIACh
Ha CBOMX HOYUHBIX ITOXUTUTEJIEH, UbH JIMIA €[1Ba OCBelIall (pakesl B PyKe ApOXKallero no3aau Ciayru
NBana.

— A 0OHa, IpU3HATHCS1, OYECHb JIA)Ke HUIETO, He AypHa cOOOM ! — IIMHIYHO U Pa3BSA3HO 3aMETHIT
Makcum, o1ieHMBAIOIIE OIVIAAbIBAs PACTPENAHHYIO, HO BCE €ILe MPEKPACHYIO IJIEHHUILY C TOJIOBbI JJO
HOT, CJIOBHO MOPOIUCTYIO KOOBUIHILY Ha TOPTY.

— JloOpsiit Beuep, cynapeiHsa. Hy Kak Bam Baiie HOBoe MecTo oouTaHusi? YiOTHO u? — ¢
SIBHOW, W3/IEBATEJILCKOM YCMEIIIKOW CIPOCHIT OH K€, OOJIOKOTUBIIUCH O CHIPOM KOCSIK U TOUTPbIBasI
JOpOroy NepyaTKkomn.

— Ha xakoM TakoM OCHOBaHMH BbI MeHs 3/iech Jepxute?! — KarepuHa 130 Bcex I MOTbITa-
JIach IPUIATh CBOEMY JPOKAIIEeMy ToJIocy ObUIOW ABOPSHCKOM TBEPIOCTH, XOTsI TYTOM KOPCET ClIaB-
JIMBaJ TPy/b, MeIIasl JbIIATh OT HAKATUBIIETO yxkaca. — [1o KakoMy MpaBy Bbl, AyHIEryObl, YOUIH
MOIO MaTyIIKy?!

— Jla yx, ¢ rocnoxoil KparnHo# cKkBepHasi HaKJIaJI0uKa BBIIILIA, IPEX CIOPUTh, — HEJIOBKO
MOYEChIBasl 3aTHUIOK M MEPEMUHASICh C HOTY Ha HOTY, HeXOTs1 OypKHYN ynutanHbiii Kupusut. OH Bce
elle Jiepkall B pyke oOMIOIaHHYI0 KYPUHYIO KOCTh, OTUErO BCs CIieHa Ka3aiach ele Oosee KyTKOU
Y TPOTECKHOM.

— Haxknagouka?! Bbl... BBl 3TO THyCHOE YOMICTBO HAKJIAJOYKOM HaspiBaeTe?! — OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO CPBIBASICh HAa OE3yMHBIN, HAPBIBHBINA KPUK, Bo3MyTHIack Karepuna. OHa pBaHy/ach Brepen,
3a0bIB ITPO MEP3KUX KPBIC U X0JI0/1. — BBl cpein HOum XJ1aIHOKPOBHO, KaK TChl, 3a0pajii )U3Hb a0CO-
JIIOTHO HEBUHHOTO, CBATOrO uesioBeka! Y ijis Bac, 4yI0BHUIII, 3TO MPOCTO MaJIeHbKas HaKIaJouKka?!

Hogsle ropsiune ciesbl, 00)KUTast UCMAYKaHHYIO B Caxe KOXKY, OypHBIM MOTOKOM TMOKATHJIHChH
1o e€ OJIeHBIM IIeKaM, CMbIBasi OCTaTKU JOPOruX OaOyMIKUHBIX mpuThpanuit. OHa pa3pblaanach,
3aKPBIB JIMIIO Pa30UTHIMU B KPOBb MaJIbIIAMHU.

B stOT Mur Briepen U3 TEMHOTHI MEAJIEHHO BBICTYITWJI POCIHBIH, MMpoKoruieunii Hukura. On
TOZIOIIEJ K CAMOM JIE)KaHKE M TPO3HO IOCMOTPEJT Ha JIEBYIIIKY CBEpXY BHU3, CJIOBHO NaJlay Ha 3Ila-
ore. OT ero mMomHON (PUTypsl BesJIO MOTHIILHBIM XOJIOAOM M HENPEKJIOHHOW BOJIEH rocygapena
CbICKA.

— To, uTo BBHI ycTparBaeTe 311ech 0aOCKUe UCTEPUKH M COTPSICAETE CTEHBI, Balllel MOKOMHON
MaTepH yke HUKaK He BEPHET M HMUYEro He M3MEHUT, — HAOTMalllb, JIEJASTHHIM TOHOM OTpe3aJl OH,
Ja’ke He MOPrHyB IM1a3oM. Ero rosoc rnpo3Byyan Kak ygap TOnopa.

— Jla kak BbI cMeete?! Ha kakom ocHOBaHMM Bbl MeH# 37iech 3ariepian?! Bot noroaure, TOJIbKO
Y3HAIOT MOW 3aKOHHBIN keHuX WJbsl U oTel] — BaM BceM, Mep3aBliaM, TOJIOBBI OTPYOST, He TO3/10-
POBUTCSI! — THEBHO, TEPsisl pACCYIIOK OT ropsi M Oeccuvsi, KpUKHYJa JEeBYIIKa, CYTOPOXHO CKaB B
KyJIaKe CIPSAATAHHOE MO/l KOPCETOM 3aMOPCKOE KOJIbE.

Hukura muie MpadHo ycMexHysics, yeibimas uMeHa JlorongskuHa u Kparuna.

B aGcomoTHOM OT4astHUM, HEe TOMHS ceOst OT sipocTu, KaTeprHa copBasach ¢ MecTa U KOpIIy-
HOM Opocuiack ¢ Kylnakamu Ha HUKuUTy, Hagesch paciapanarb 9T0 X0JeHoe, 0e3:KaJ0CTHOE JIUIIO.

Opnako rpad naxe He mmeaoxHysIcs. OQHO 3ayYyeHHOE, MOJTHUEHOCHOE JBUKEHUE — U OH
JIETKO, KaK CyXHe BETOUKH, NIepexXBaTH €€ TOHKME, HeKHbIE 3arsiCThs B Bozayxe. [ pydo, 1o 6omm
CKaJl UX B CBOMX CTaJIbHBIX TUCKAaX, MPUHYK/Aasl JAEBYIIKY 3aMepeTh.

Wx nuiia okazannck B HECKOJIBKUX JA0MMax Jpyr oT apyra. [1a3a Berpermnuce. JleasHon, Mept-
BEHHBIN XOJI0]] TIIyOOKOTO MPE3pEeHus B €r0 XUIIHOM B3IJISIAE U TMOJBIXAIOIIMN OTOHb KIy4el, mpa-
BE/IHOM HEHABUCTH B €€ 3aIJIAKaHHBIX I71a3aX BCTYMUIM B IPOCTHOE, OE3MOJIBHOE MIPOTUBOCTOSIHHUE.
CJIOBHO CONLINCH JIe U IJITaMEHb B MOA3EMEJIbE.
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— Jla xak Bbl cmeete?! Ilyctute mMeHsi, HeMeJIEHHO IMyCTUTe! — B IJIyXOM THEBE Kpuyalia
KatepuHa, TIeTHO MBITasCh BBIPBATHCS U3 €ro MepTBOM XBaTKu. OHa Jiepraiach BceM TeJloM, HO rpad
AepiKail €€ KPEeIKo, CIIOBHO JKeJIE3HbIMU KJIEILIAMHU.

— TI'nmamu-ka, Makcum, Harma OnaropojiHasi MTUYKA eI He OCOo3Hasa, rie HaxomuTcs. Bceé
AyMaerT, 4To OHA 3]1eCh X03s511Ka MOJI0KEHUS1, — [IUHUYHO YcMexHyJ1cs ToncTsk Kuput. OH co cment-
KOM TOJIKHYJI JIOKTEM B OOK CTOsIBIIErO psiioM Makchma, KOTOPBIA Ha ero (poHe BBINISAIE] 3aMETHO
CTpPOIHEE U CTPOXE.

— 41... s Gonbine (pU3MYECKH HE MOTY 371eCh HaXOOUThCs1! MHe HY)XHO... B TyaneT! — BApYyr
HaB3pbl[] pa3pblIaiach AEBYIIKA.

OHa OKOHYATEBHO Tepsijia MOC/IEHUE KPOXHU CBOEU CBETCKOM FOPIOCTH U CIIECH Mepel JIMIIOM
KECTOKOM peanbHOCTU. KaTtepuHa 3aKkpblia JMLO pyKaMu, IJIEY €€ CyJOPOKHO B3paruBajIy.

— A eme noMbiThes! OT MeH# yiKe 3a BEpCTY MaXHET ITOU MPOKJIATON Ka3eMaTHOU CIPOCTHIO,
IJIECEHBIO U TPSI3HIO!

— CypnapbiHsi, Bbl, KQXeTCs, JO CUX MOp He YSCHWIIU: BBI 3/1€Ch HE B TOCTSAX Y CBOMX OOraThIX
POZICTBEHHUKOB, — XOJIOZIHO U ’K€CTKO MapupoBai Hukura, naxe He Jymas pa3KUMarh MajbleB Ha
e€ 3anAcTbsix. — [lomoeTech ¥ OTIOXHETE TOrAA, KOIZia Mbl MOJTHOCTBIO PELIMM BCE HAIIM BOMPOCHI
C BalllUM Jpaxaiimmm OaTionkor. He panbiie.

— Toxanyiicra... 9 ymonsio Bac! Jlaiite MHe XOTS Obl OOBIYHBIC YIOOCTBA, B HOPMAJIbHBIX,
YyeJIoBeYEeCKUX ycnoBUsx! — B3Momiiack Karepuna.

OHa MrHOBEHHO Teperiuia OT IPOCTHOTO I'HEBa K TOPbKOW, YHUZUTEJIBHOW MOJIbOE, 3aryisiablBast
B OECUyBCTBEHHBIE IJIa3a CBOETO MYUHTEJIsI.

VYnuranHoMmy Kupuity BAPYr cTajlo HCKpEHHE, M0-YeJI0OBEYECKH Kajlb HECYACTHYIO JAEBYLIKY.
VK odeHb 0e33alMTHOM, XPYITKOM U JKAJIKOW OHA cefvac BBHINIsAEIA HA 9TOM MHUJION JiekaHke. K
TOMY K€ €ro /10 CHX IOp CHUJIbHO MYYMJIM IJIyXH€, IPOTUBHBIE YI'PHI3EHUSI COBECTU M3-3a HEJIETION,
CITy4JailiHOW THOesH e€ MaTepu Ha HOYHOM J0pore.

— locnionuH. .. Hukurta HukonaeBud, MoXkeT, CXaJUTeCh HaJ| JeBUIIeN? — HErPOMKO, MPO-
CUTEJIbHO 00paTHJICs TOJICTSIK K KoMaHaupy. — OHa Belb He IINMMOHKA KaKasi 3arpaHnyvHasi, He OyH-
ToBIuIa. OObYHas GApBIIIHS U3 XOPOIIETro JoMa, K TAKMM 3aCTeHKaM He TIPUBBIKINASI.

— U Kr0 )e, mo-TBOEMY, OyIET CTOPOXUTH €€ B OApCKUX MOKOSIX Ha BepXHUX dTaxax? Tei?!
— ApOCTHO psABKHYJ Hukwra.

OH pe3Ko, Kak 3alpaBCKUN XHUIIHUK, OOCpHYJICS K CBOeMy MOTYMHEHHOMY. [aza rpada
OIAaCHO CY3UJIVCh.

— Tw1, Kupun — xonsuas, kpyrias 6ega! Uto Mbel nenath-To OyaeM, eciid 3Ta JeBYOHKA
oOBejieT TeOst BOKpYT majblia U coexut? EmeE omHOoro TBOEro riyrnoro mpomaxa s Ha CBoeu ciyxkoe
He notepruto! JKuBbeM B KaHAAJIbI 3aKaTaio!

B HepoBHOM, KoneOIoIIEMCs CBETe YaAsinX (pakesioB pa3bsipeHHbl HUKUTA B 3TOT MUT ITyTa-
I0IIIe HATOMHHAJI TMKOTO, TOJIOAHOTO U a0COMIOTHO 0e3KaIocTHOro 3Bepsi. OT 3TOro CTPAIIIHOTO 3pe-
mvina Karepuse craso no-Hacrosiemy, /10 JeJeHSIIero yxaca xkKyTko. OHa BIpPYT ICHO, OTUYETIMBO
TMOHS1J1a: 3TO OECUYBCTBEHHOE KAMEHHOE UyHIOBHIIE ACHCTBUTEIBHO CIIOCOOHO HA a0COMIOTHO JII0O0e
3BepcTBO. M eciim Ha CBOMX IPEAAaHHbIX JIIOJEW OH TaK CTPAIHO OPET, TO YTO k€ OH CAEJIAET CO CBO-
VMU 3aKJISITBIMU Bparamu?

— Hukwura HukonaeBuy, — TUXO ¥ BKpaIuMBO Hayal Makcum, cTapasich YCIIOKOUTh KOMaH-
IMpa U HAMEPEeHHO Ha3BaB €ro Mo OTYECTBY, YTOObI CMSTYUTh OMACHBIA TOH. — MHe Kaxercs, B
9TOT pa3 Halla «xofs4ast 6ea» BcE-Taku npaB. He cTOUT aepskarh AEBUILY B 3TOM CHIPOM, XOJIOJHOM
noyizeMenbe. Bapyr 3axBopaeT, ropsiuKy MOAXBaTUT U AyX UCIyCTUT? Bam jxe nuiiHue mpoOiaeMsl ¢
MOKOMHUKAMU TIepe]l Tocy/lapeM ceryac TOYHO He HYKHbI? XJIaJHbII TPyl HAM HUUYEM HE TIOMOXET,
a JIMIIb YCYTYOUT CUTYAIIUIO.

Huxkura 3amep, oOnymbiBast ciioBa Makcuma, a KarepuHa 3aramnia JbixaHue, OXujiasi CBOer
y4acTu.
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— U xax BbI cebe 310 npeacrapisere? MHe eil oTaesbHbIe TOCTIOACKUE arapTaMeHThl Bbijie-
JIMTH C IEpHHAMH A2 JakessMu?! — Hukuta KpyTo 0O0epHYJICS K TOBapHIIaM, M B €r0 rojioce 3a3Be-
HeJl JISASHON MeTal. — Y MeHs ToCylapCTBEeHHasl CTy:k0a, HET BPEMEHU BO3ZUTHCS C KalpU3HOM
aBOpstHCKO# neurieit! Jlo 3aBTpaiiHero yrpa oHa OydeT HaXOOUThLCS 371eCh, HA KaMHsIX. PasroBop
OKOHYEH! — pa3apakeHHO PSABKHYJ rpad, HAMEPTBO OTpe3as JIIoOble BO3PaKEHUS MTOJYNHEHHBIX.

— Torpaa ormyctute XoTs Ob1 MeHs1, u3Bepr! OT Baiero Mep3Koro, majadyeckoro 3araxa s cem-
Yac 3a/I0XHyCb! — rpy0o 1 oTuasiHHO OypkHyna KarepuHa, cHiIsich OTBEpHYThCS.

OHa [10 cux Mop HaXOAWJIACh B KpaiiHe HEYJOOHOM, YHU3UTEIBHOM IMOJIOKEHNH — CIaBJIeHHASI
CUJIbHBIMU MYXXCKUMH pyKaMH M HAMEPTBO TpHKaTasi K MOry4ed, mupokoi rpynu Hukursl. Kare-
pUHA OTYETJIMBO, CKBO3b IJIOTHOE CYKHO KapTaHa YyBCTBOBAJIAa POBHOE, ITyXOe OMEHHe ero cepira.
HenaBups 3Toro 4enoBeka BCeM CBOMM MCCTPAJIaBIIMMCS HyTPOM, OHA e[[Ba CAEPKUBAIACh, YTOObI
HE BOH3UTb HOI'TH B €ro KOKaHYIO MOPTYIIEI0 U CHJION HEe OCTAHOBUTH STOT MOHOTOHHBIM, MyTalOIIe
CIIOKOMHBIN CTYK €ro JIEASHOIO cepaALia.

Hukuta HemOyMEeHHO MOCMOTpEIT Ha JIEBYIIKY, CIIOBHO TOJBKO CEiYac, OUYHYBIIMCH OT THEBA,
BCIIOMHUJL, YTO JIO CUX TOp JIepKuT e€. OH C JIerKkuM npeHeOpexeHueM, rpyoosato TonkHya Kare-
pUHY 00paTHO Ha JePEBSHHYIO JIe)KaHKY BIIIyOb Kamepbl. [lepes TemM Kak 3aKkpbuiach TsoKeas JBepb,
UX TJIa3a CHOBA BCTPETUJIUCH B OArpOBOM TMOJTyMpaKe.

[To crimHe neByIIKW TpoOexkan JieASHON, MOTUIBHBIN X0I0m0K. OHAa OTYETIMBO MMOHUMAJIA:
MIPOCUTDH O CHUCXOXKJICHUU 1 MUJIOCTH Y STOTO Y€PCTBOT0, CYPOBOT'O CyXapsi HET aOCOMIOTHO HUKAKOTO
CMBIC/IA. DTOT rpyOUsTH HEBUMOBEPHO, /IO APOXKH pasapaxai e€. OT OecCUIbHOM, YIYIIAIOIEeH T0Ca/Ibl
Karepuna /10 KpoBU HCKycasa CBOH MyXJIble TYOBI.

— Kaxk 51 31ech Oyny ogna?! Tyt nomnHo kupHbIX Kpbic! MHe cTpaiiHo, modortech bora! — B
naHuke 3akpuyania KarepuHa, ¢ comporaHiemM BCIOMHHB CBOE JKYTKOE MTPOOY:KIeHHE.

— MHe Kaxercsi, Bbl C HUMH OBICTPO Tofpykutech. OfHON KPOBH, — HaOTMalllb, C yOUii-
CTBEHHBIM XJIQJIHOKpOBUeM NaprpoBan Hukura.

JleByika 6yKBaJIbHO MoOarpoBesna oT OeleHou, Kumsien 3noctu. Kaxgas kietouka e€ tena
COIPOTHYJIaCh OT TAKOTO OCKOPOJIEHHUS.

— 41 Bac HenaBuky! Cipinute?! Bol Mep3kuid, 6e30yIIHbIH 10o0HOK! BecuyBCTBEHHBIH Ipy-
OWsIH, Majgad, Mep3aBel]! — UCCTYIUIGHHO KpryaJla OHa eMy BCJie]], OTYasTHHO TBITasiCh XOTh KaK-TO
3aJIeTh TOTO CyXaps 3a )KUBOE, TPOOUTH €ro OPOHIO.

Hukuta nuis cmepui e€ neJsTHbIM, Pe3pUTETbHBIM B3IVISI0M, B KOTOPOM HE OTPa3wioch HU
eIMHO YeJIOBeueCcKOr SMoImu. Hudero He OTBETUB, OH MOBEPHYJICS K TUIEHHHUIIE CIIMHOW M pa3ma-
IIMCTBIM IIarOM BHIIIEN U3 KazeMara. Tsokenas ayOoBast IBEph C IIIyXMM IPOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHYJIACh,
U 3JI0BellIe JISI3MHYJI MACCUBHBIN kese3Hbli 3acoB. CyXoH IIETYOK 3aMKa MPO3BydYasl Kak CMEPTHBIN
MIPUTOBOP.

JleByIiIka ocTagach COBEpILEHHO OJHA B JaBsiiieM rnoiaympake. CtpaiiHoe OGeccriiie OKoHYa-
TeJIbHO ofjoJieBasIo e€. JIukoe oTuasiHie U pa3phiBalolias cepiie 0ok OT HeJaBHEeH yTpaThl TIOOUMO
MaTtepH MorpyKaii e€ B YepHyI0, OECITPOCBETHYIO TOCKY.

Bro6aBok Ko BceM y1ieBHbIM MykaMm, KaTepuHe yxke MpocTo HeCTEpIIMO, A0 Pe3H B KUBOTE
XOTesioch B TyaseT. CMepuB Ope3rMBbIM, MOJHBIM KI'YUEero CThiJa B3IJISIIOM IpsI3HOE, CMEpAsIIee
OTXOXee BeJpo B YIUTy Ka3eMara, OHa, IJIOTasi CJIe3bl I030pa, BCE jKe PEIInIaCh UM BOCTIONb30BATHCS.
JL71s1 TOp/IO¥i ABOPSTHKY 3TO OBUIO XykKe JII000H (PU3MIeCcKO MBITKH.

«Heronsii, momibiil mogoHok! OH OTBETUT MHE 32 BCe My4eHUs1, KOTOpPbIM MeHs noasepr! 3a
KaXyI0 MOIO cJie3y ! — B MOpbIBE JMKOTO, SPOCTHOTO HErOIOBAHU S IyMaJia AEBYIIKA, yTHpasi CO MK
ropbkrie Karm. — Hy nonoxau y meHs... Tonbko BHIOEpYCh U3 TOrO MPOKJISITOrO CKJIENa, Thl 32
BCE OTBETUIIIb TTPe0 MHOU U Tiepe]t 3akoHoM! 3a Beé, uynopuine! Mep3kuid, 37T00HBINA THIT!»

B 310 Bpems Kupiut u Mdkcum mMoimua, TOYHO TeHH, HUTH O JUITMHHOMY KOPUJIOPY BCJe[ 3a
cTpeMuTeNbHO MmaraoinmM HukuToit. OHE N30 BCeX CUIT CTapajiiCch He MIPUBJIEKATh K ce0e BHUMAaHUS
Pa3bsPEHHOr0 X035IMHA JOMA U JIMIIh MEJTbKOM, C ONTACKOM MeperyIsAbIBAINCh MEXK Iy co0o0il. B Takom
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MpPa4YHOM, TUKOM M TMO-HACTOSIIIIEMY OMACHOM HACTPOSHWH OHU He BUJIENIU CBOETO CYpPOBOTO KOMaH-
AMpa yXke OueHb JABHO — MOXKaIyi, CO BpEMEH KPOBOMPOIUTHBIX IITYpMOB [onTaBsl.

— Bugure 11, anaprameHTsl e€ He ycrpauBaloT! [ITuiia kakas BaxHasi, MECTO €il B Ka3eMarte
He To! — OymeBan Hukuta, Ha X0y OypaBsi TEeMHOTY KOpuaopa OeleHbIM B3rIsigoM. — Ecim Obl e€
HUKYEMHbII OaTiomka Kparud OblT XOTh KarenbKy TOyMHee J1a He Jie3 B TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO U3MEHY,
He cuiena Obl 9Ta BHICOKOMepHas ocoda cefivac 37ech Ha THUJION conome! U Beaipb emmé cMeeT MeHs,
IJ1aBy KaHIIENISIPUH, B I1a3a OcKOpOmsATh, eBka! He Oynb oHa 6200, KIsTHYCh O0roM, Bpe3as Obl el
XOPOIIIEHBKO 32 TaKHe JIep3KHe CJIOBa, a TYT... TYT 5 Jake pacTepsuicsi, He 3HaJ, YTO U JesaTh. ..
Tocrionu 60%e MO, ¥ yropas3Iniio ke Hac B3ATh B IJIeH JeBuily ! O¥H CIUTONTHOM YOBITOK U MOpPOKa!

— Eie 1 ncanyio KpacaBuily K TOMY ke, — pOOKO, e1Ba CJIBIIITHO JOOABIII IIEAIIHIA 03311
Kupuul, mMbIrHyB HOCOM.

ITH I7IyTIble, HEBOBPEMsI CKA3aHHBIE CJIOBA TYT € CTOMJIM TOJICTSIKY MCIETENISIONIEro, HAJTMTOro
KPOBBIO U MOJTHOTO TUKOM sipoctu B3rsiaa Hukutsl. ['pad pe3ko 3aropmosu, Tak uto Makcum eipa
HE BPe3aJICsl B €ro MIMPOKYIO CITUHY.

— WBén! I'me Tebs yepTH HOCAT, poxka TBOs1 Oe30TBeTHasA?! MIBaH! — BO BCIO MOIIIb JIETKUX
B3peBesT KOMaHIMP, OKOHUYATEJILHO TepPsIsl OCTATKM CBOETO XBaJIEHOTo camooOmaganusi. OT ero Kpuka
3apOXKajy TIOJIOBUIIBL, & CO CTEH TOCHIANIAch CTapasi MITyKaTypKa.

Mortozio# ciyra TYT %e, CIOBHO M3-TI0/1 3¢MJIM, BBIPOC B CaMOM KOHIIE TeMHOTO Kopuaopa. OH
POOKO MpsiTasl UCIyTaHHBIE 171432, CYIOPOKHO BKMMasi TOJOBY B IUIEUH U MPEJAHHO TS B IO,
OXU1asi HeMUHYeMO# OapCKOH 3aTpeIiyHBbL.

— Tebe ocoboe 3aganue, caymarb MeHsl B 00a yxa! [IpurotoBb K 3aBTpaliHeMy yTpy OIHY
U3 JAJIbHUX JKMJIBIX KOMHAT HaBEpXY, Ha TOCMOJCKON MOJIOBUHE, — TSIKENO JbIIIA U TBITAsICh YHSATh
APOXb B KyJlakax, mprukazain Hukura. — 3aKkooTy TaM OKHa HAMEPTBO KeJie3HbIMU rosiocamu. [epe-
Be/IEM HAIlly CTPONTHUBYIO IJIEHHUITY Ty, Pa3 YK OHAa Ha KAMHSIX XBOpaTh U3BOIUT. Thl OyJemb 3a
HEell JeHHO W HOIIHO NPUCMAaTpUBaTh, YTOOBI 3Ta ero3a He cOexana. [0l0BoOM 3a He€ mpero MHOMU
orBeyaelllb! [JoBobHbI?! — yCTpEMUB POHULIATENIBHBIN, KAK JI€3BHE IUTHIKA, B3IVIAA HA IPUTUXILIUX
Apy3€eu, IPOCTHO PSIBKHYJI OH .

Maékcum u Kupiiyim OKOpHO NeperyisiHy/IMCh M COTJIACHO KMBHYIH, OlaropasyMHO pPEIuB He
37TUTh KOMaH/Mpa emié OoJbIIIe.

— T'ocnnonun! bapun, kopmuien! Boxe Mol npaBeublii! la Kak ke MHe 3a Hell, 3a JeBKOK-TO,
ycheauTh?! — UCIyraHHoO 3ajeneTtas O1eaHbli MBaH, CyIopoKHO CMUHAS B PyKaX CYKOHHYIO IIIAIKy.
— ¥V MeHs Be/ib ¥ TaK JIeJ 110 JOMY HEBIIPOBOPOT, CTOJBKO Jiel, rocrioan! U 3a KOHAMH IPUCMOTpH,
1 cepeOpo MOYUCTH, U IPOB HAKOMu ..

[TapeHek coBepIIEeHHO He MPUBBIK K TAKOW OrPOMHOM, MyTaloleld OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. Th(y Th
rpex Kakol — OXpaHsATh O1aropogHyIo IeBHILY, /12 e1ie CMOTPETh B 00a I1a3a, YToObl OHa He cOexaa!

— A 4910081 O€3 [IeNla He cujiesia — IyCTh TIoMoraeT Tede 1o xo3saicTBy! OTpadaThiBaeT KyCOK
xJie0a, KOTOPBHIM MBI €€ TYT KOPMUM, — HAaoTMaIlb oTpe3an Hukura. — Vi MHe OTHBIHE Kakaoe
Ballle IJIEBOE JEMCTBUE PACIUCHIBATh, CJIOBHO MaJibiM AeTsiM?! [oimes BOH ¢ a3 moux!

Mornooil yenoBeK, UCIyraHHO TOTYIMB B30p, MOJTYa OTBECW XO3SMHY HU3KUA 3€MHOMN
nokJIoH. OH TOPOIUIMBO YJAIIIICS HABEPX — IOTOBUTD JATBHIOI KOMHATY ISl CBOEH HOBOM, OTpOM-
HOH TOJIOBHOM OOJTH.

Jpy3bst MOJTYa TIPOLILTH BCJIE 32 TpapoM B €ro MPOCTOPHBIN KaOMHET. PacrooKuBIIKCH B TITy-
OOKUX, MAaXHYIIUX JOPOroi Koxkel Kpeciaax, Kupuin u Makcum norpy3uiinch B TSKEJIOe MOTYaHHe.
OHM MTOKOPHO BBUKHMIAITH, TTOKa HUKUTA OCTBIHET M 3arOBOPUT NEpBbIM. THIIMHA B KOMHATE CTaHO-
BWJIACh TIO-HACTOSIIEMY THETYIIEH, CIBIIIHO ObLIO JIMIIIb, KaK 32 OKHOM YHBLJIO IIIyMUT HOYHOU BETep.

— Kaxercs, Hukura HukonaeBud, Tebe He OU4eHb-TO IO JAyIiie BCE ITO MOXUITIeHUe ? — BKpaI-
YKBO, TOyIIENnoToM Hadyasl Makcum. OH BHUMATEIbHO, CKBO3b MPHIIY P, HAOMIOAAN 32 KX JbIM JIBU-
KEHUEM CBOETr0 KOMaHHpa.
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— Ja yx! He nyman s1, TpeliHbIM JeJIOM, YTO TaK YEPTOBCKU CJIOKHO YKpPAacTh JEBUILY U HE
HACJIEJIUTH TIPH TOM Ha BCIO T'YOEpHHIO, — CKBO3b TUIOTHO CXKaTble 3yObl 3100HO mpouiequi Hukura.
— Ipunercst Beab nepkarh CypOBBIi OTBET, €CJIM 3TOT IPA3HBINA CIYX JOWAET JO CaMOro rocynapsi
[erpa AnekceeBrua. Yept Obl TeOs1 moOpas co Bcelt TBoel npyxuHoi, Kupuin! Hy mouemy, ckaxku
MHE Ha MWJIOCTh, TeOe BCEerjia TaK TSIKEIO BBINOJIHHUTH MPOCTEiiiiee, sICHOe 3a/laHue, He HATBOPUB
MIPY 3TOM IIyNbIX Oen?!

— Xw... Eciu Ob1 1 TeOs1 HE 3HA C CaMOro MaJIoJIETCTBA, TO MOayMas Obl, UTO TeOs cerdac
My4YaT UCTUHHBIC YIPhI3EHHS COBECTH U3-32 OE3BPEMEHHOI CMEPTH €€ MaTepy, — JIYKaBO XMBIKHYJT
Makcum, OTKUHYBIIUCH HA CIIMHKY.

— MeHs My4aiOT MPECTOAIINE TPOMKUE CKaHIAJbl U MO30PHBIE ONpPaBIaHKs, KOTOPbie MHE
CaMOJTMYHO MPUJIETCS MPUAYMBIBATh Mepe [IpeoOpakeHCKUM MPpUKa30M 1 KHsi3eM PoMonaHoBCKyM !
— OeineHo psiBKHYT HUKWTa B OTBET, C CHJIOH CTYKHYB KYJIaKoM 110 cToity. — CeroHs ke HOYbIo,
He Tepsisi HU MUHYTHI, OTIIpaBJisiiiTech 00patHo kK Kparuny. TaiiHo, 6e3 myma nepenaiTe emy B pyKu
BOT 3TO MIMCHMO C MOEH JIMYHOM CYpry4YHOU nevarbio. M moMHute: 6e3 ero mucbMEHHOTO OTBETa MHE
Ha I71a3a He Bo3BpataiTech! AcHo Bam?!

— Jla, 3TO MBI MOHSJIM, HO... TIOYEMY HeJb3sl TOJA0KIATh XOTs Obl 10 paccBera? Houblo-To
3a4eM IO Ipsi3u cKakath? KoHM Besib. .. — Havyas1 ObUIO KaJ0OHO MSIMIIUTh OroofaBimi Kupuur.

OnHako nop ovepeHbIM UCHENeSIIONMM, TIOUCTHUHE JIIOTHIM B3MIIOM HUKUTBI OH TyT Xe
UCIYTaHHO OCEKCsI Ha TIOJYCJIOBE U CIJIOTHYIL.

— Bcé-Bce, enem! Yxe enem! Tonbko He CMOTpY Ha MeHS Tak, paau Xpucrta. S Bc€ moHsi,
Oy/ly UCIIPABJIATh CBOM HOUHBIE TPOMAXH.

KopeHactwlii, ynutaHHblii Kupuum HeXoTs, cO CKOPOHBIM B3JOXOM TOMHSUICS C MSTKOTO
Kpecia, cooupasich B HeOIM3KUI HOUHOU My Th. [1o ero MpauHoMy, 0OMXeHHOMY BHIY OBLIO COBEp-
IIEHHO SICHO: TTYCKaThCsI B JIOPOTY 10 TEMHOMY TPaKTy eMy He XOTesIoch 1o cMeptu. Ho npepekarbest
C pa3bsIPEHHBIM TJ1aBOM TallHOW KaHIENIpUM ceivac ObLIo cebe Jopoke — MOKHO OBUIO 3arpoCTO
Y Ha JIpI0Y YTOAUTD 32 OCIIyIIaHKe.

I'naBa 3

Hacrynun ryxoit, 6e3nyHnblii Beuep. Cemén MBanoBuu KparvH B MoJHOM OTYastHUM MEPUJT
MIPOCTOPHYI0O KOMHATYy OBICTPBIMHM, HEPOBHBIMHU IaraMu. TOMHTENbHOE, yayliaioiee OXHIaHue
3aCTaBIISJIO €ro crapoe cepiie OemeHo u OOJIbHO KOJMOTUThCsA B Tpyau. Jliobumasi keHa ¢ goue-
PbIO-KpacaBHILIeH JOIKHBI ObLITM BOPOTUTHCS CO CTAPOTO MOCKOBCKOTO TPAKTa €IIIE K CBITHOMY 00€/1y.
Tenepsb ke 3a COISHBIMYA OKHAMU JIABHO CTOsIa YepHast Houb. OIpeJesieHHO, B I0pOre CIIy4rIoch
YTO-TO CTPALIHOE, HeroripaBuMoe. Llesblii yac Ha3a/l UCIyTaHHbIM FOCTIOAWH OTIPABUII IECATOK JIBO-
POBBIX JTIOJEW Ha TIOMCKHM, HO HUKAKMX BECTEH ¢ OOJBIION JOPOTrU BCE He ObUIO. DTa MPOKJISITAs HEU3-
BECTHOCTh OYKBaJIbHO CBOJMJIA HECYACTHOTO OTIA U MYy*a C yMa.

Brpyr ny6oBasi 1Bepb ¢ rpOXOTOM pacHaxHy/nach HACTeXb. B KOMHaTy, CIOTHIKAsCh O TIOPOT,
BOE’KaJl HACMEPTh MepenyraHHbIi, 3anbixaBmmiics ciayra [1den. Kadran Ha Hem ObUT pacnaxHyT, a
o — Oeliee MOJIOTHA.

— Tl'ocriogun! Bapun! — Ts%eno, co CBUCTOM JblllIa U XBATasCh 3a CEpALE, TUKO BBIKPHUK-
Hy1 oH. — bena npunum, orkyga He xjganu! Ha kapery Baily Ha HOYHOW JOpOre BOJIKHM JIOThIE
Hanaum. .. aymeryost! Bamry cympyry, rocroxy Hamry Codbio cBer-/laHnioBHY, yOMIM HaroBam
NpsIMO B caJioHe... $1 y:Ke pacropsiiuiicsi, Kak HAIlUTU, TOCTaBUTh e€ Oe3[bpIXaHHOe TeJIO B BEPXHHUE
nokou. A mosnonon xo3siiiku, Karepunsl CemEHOBHBI, HUTTIE B OKpyre HeT! U ciena He octanocs!
[Toxoxe, :KMBbEM yKpaJlu, TIOXUTUIIHA, BOPOTrH!

Cemén MBaHOBMY OT TaKOM CTpAITHOM BECTH MOIIATHYIICS, CJIOBHO OT yapa 00yXoM MO TOJIoBe.
OH cy10pOKHO CXBaTWIICS PyKaMHU 3a CEJIEI0I1YI0 TOJIOBY U INIyX0, [I0-3BEPUHOMY 3aBbUI OT HEBBIHO-
CUMOTO OoT4asiHUSA. Bech cBeT ero oueil NoTyx B 0AHO HecuyacTHoe MruoBeHue. Kro? Kto ocmenuiics
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TIOJIHSATH CBOE IPSA3HOE OPYKUE Ha €ro THXYIO, J0OpyIo xkeHy?! KTo 6e3:xanocTHO MOXUTHIT ero enH-
CTBEHHYIO, JTIOOUMYIO I0YEHBKY, €ro TopaocTh?!

Copaasumch ¢ mecta, CeméH VIBaHOBHMY, HE TIOMHSI ceOsl OT TOpsi, CJIOMsI TOJIOBY MOOEKA 10
JIECTHULIE B AaJIbHUE TIOKOU. TaM, Ha IMPOKOW MOCTENN IO, ILIEJIKOBBIM MOKPBIBAIOM, yXKe JIeKAIO0
oCThIBaloIIee, OJIeAHOE TEJIO ero CyNpyry co CTPAITHOM PaHOU B IPYIH.

— bBoxe mpasennsiii! Lapuia Hebecnas! Kto Mor coBepmmTh Takoe YyJOBHIIHOE 3JI07es-
Hue?! 3a kakue rpexu?! — phiaai; OH BO BECh T0JI0C, HAIIPOUb 3a0bIB O JBOPSIHCKOM JTOCTOMHCTBE.

My>xurHa 6e3 CHJT pyXHYJI Ha KOJICHH TIepeji KpOBaThIO, YTHIKASICh JIMIIOM B XOJIOHbIE, MTaXHY-
1I1€ JIOPOKHOM MbLIbI0 ¥ KPOBBIO PYKU NOKOMHOW KEHBI.

— K0 nocmen paznyunts MeHs ¢ Toooi, Codbiomka?! Ha koro Tl MeHsI mokuHyna?!

W Bapyr cpeam 3TOro roproyero NmoToka clie3 JUIKHUN, JIEASHAINNA CTpax 3Meeil CKOBaJl ero
xpynkoe Teno. Poinanus Kparuna pesko obopBasuce. [Jo Hero BHe3arHo, ¢ yxkacaiouieil OTueTIu-
BOCTBIO JIOILJIO: 3TO BOBCE HE ObLT MPOCTOI HAJIET OOBIYHBIX JIECHBIX Pa30OMHHUKOB, MO3APUBILIUXCS
Ha komesnek. Her. D1o ObUIO cTpaiiHoe, KpoBaBoe MpeaynpekaeHue JUIHO eMy. CKONbKO pa3 3a
TIOCJIE/THUT TOJT OH BTallHE XOTe OPOCUTH BCE...

...l HaBcerja yHUTU OT 3TUX TpsA3HBIX, cMepresnbHO onacHbix aen! Ho Tlérp HukonaeBnu
JlorogpKuH Beer/ia kKecTko, 0€3:)Kal0CTHO MAHTAKUPOBAT €ro, He 1aBasi HU MUHYTHI TIOKOSI M KPETTKO
aepika 3a ropno. Bee atu nonrue rogsl CeméH VIBaHOBUY BEpTEJICS KaK YK Ha PACKaJI€HHON CKOBO-
ponke. OH TaliHO MOTaKaJl U HAlIMM, U BalllUM, JiraJl, ©3BOPaYMBAJICS, IPEAaBal — U BCE JIMIIb Paau
OJIHOTO: JTIOOOM IIEHOH 3aIlUTUTh CBOU IIIKYPHbIE MHTEPECH U TIOKOH JIIOOUMON CEMbH.

Ho rae e, B Kakoll MOMEHT OH Tak CTpaIlIHO IpocuuTaics? Ubs 310 moras MecTb?

B packanennoi ronose KparvHa BHE3aItHO BCIUIBUIO CaMO€ YEPHOE, CaMO€E CTPAIIIHOE 3J10/1es1-
HUE, KOTOPOE OH CaMOJIMYHO COBEPILIMJI MHOTO JIET Ha3a/l pajiv JIETKOW HaXMBbl M YMHOB. TOT camblii
MIPOKJISITHIN IEHb, KOTJJa OH BMECTe C HAeMHUKaMH 0e3:KaJlOCTHO, KaK CKOT, BBIPE3aJl U 3a)KUBO CHKET
B ycap0e BCo O1aropogHyo ceMbio KpeueToBbIX. . .

Kaxk ke Torna nokoiHsii renepan Kpeueto Obu1 OJM30K K TOMY, YTOOBI IIOJTHOCTHIO pa3o0iia-
YUTh TalHbIN 3aroBop JloronpkrHa nepes rocynapeM! Ho Bece ynuky v cBUIETENN CTUHY/IM B CTpALl-
HOM, peBylIeM noxape. Heyskenn MepTBelsl BOCCTaIM U3 MOTHJ?

OT 3THX MpayHbIX, JEeAEHAIMX Aylly BocrioMuHaHuid CeméHa VBaHOBHMYA OTBIJIEK IIOPOX Y
asepu. Ciyra BoIesn B IOKOM a0COTIOTHO HECIIBIIIHO, IIOYTUTEIEHO CKJIOHHUB TOJIOBY:

— Tlocnopu. .. TIpocTute BeMMKOAYIIHO, YTO TPEBOXKY B Takod yac. K Bam BHM3Y npuiuv
JBa HE3HAKOMBIX YeJIOBeKa. 3aBEpHYTHl B TEMHBIE ILIAILM, JIML] HE KaXyT. | OBOpAT, 4TO A€JI0 y HUX
YpEe3BbIUANHOM, TOCYAAPCTBEHHOIN BaKHOCTU U HE TEPITUT HA MUHYTHI OTJIAraTesibCTB.

My>X4rHa ¢ OTPOMHBIM TPYJOM, IIaTasiCh, OTOPBAJICS OT MOCTENH Moruoiel xeusl. OH MepT-
BbIM, HEBUAAIIMM B3[JIS1JOM [IOCMOTPEI Ha CIIYTY:

— Crynaii... Ilepenaii um, 4ToO 51 ceiyac CIyILyCh.

Tsoxenon, mapKakoIen MOCTYIbI0, COBEPIIIEHHO Pa30UTHIN CTPAIIHBIM T'OpeM, OH HAITPaBUJICS K
cebe B kaOuHeT. Ceplie ero 3aMUpalio ¥ HbLUIO, IPEAYyBCTBYS HOBYIO, ellle 0ojiee CTPAIIHYIO HaIBU-
raionryrcs oemy.

A B 3TO BpeMs B IPOCTOPHOM rOCTofIckoM KabuaeTe Makcum u Kupiisit HepBHO, U3 yIiia B yrod
MepUIM KoMHaTy miaraMu. CloKUBIIAsCS HA HOYHOM TPaKTe CUTYallsl HE HPaBWJIACh PELLIUTEIbHO
HUKOMY U3 HUX. 7KapeHbIM naxJio Ha Bclo MOCKBY.

— BoT Kak Thl MOT' TaK IJIyMNoO, TaK MO30PHO OIUIONIATh?! — YKOPU3HEHHO, B COTHIM pa3 BOp-
yas Makcum Ha NOHYpOro TOBapHllla, HEPBHO MOIpPaByIss NMopTyne. — Thl cam BHUJIEN, B KaKOM
HeomnucyeMoM, OellieHoM sIpocTu ceiiyac HaxonuTcss Hukura? Tol Beib B3pOCIIbIA, TEPTHIN YeJIOBEK,
Ha BOIHE MOOBIBABIIMI, B KPOBAaBBIX 00SIX KpelleHblii! A TyT Ha pPOBHOM MeCTe TaK OIPOCTOBOJIO-
CUJICH, KaK MaJIBUUILIKA 3€JIEHBIN !

— [la, 3Ha10 51, HEXOPOIIIO, CKBEPHO BBIIILJIO, — BUHOBATO U THXO onpasabiBajiicss Kupuut. O
eJle OH ceivac JJaxe He MOMBIUISUL. — Tak KTo ke, CKaK1 Ha MUJIOCTb, 3HaJI, YTO ITOT YEPTOB UAMOT-
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HAEMHMK Cpa3y 3a MUCTOJIET CXBATUTCS M BBICTpEIUT Oe3 mpeayrpexaeHus? S1 BooOiie B TOT MUT
M00/1aJTh CTOsLT, KOHEW NpujepKuBal!

— Ecimu KparuH ceityac noqHUMET KpUK Ha BECh FOPOJ, €CJIM STOT CTPAIHBINA CKaHAaJ A0MIET
10 BbICIIUX Biactel u [IpeoOpaskeHckoro npuka3za — Hukute HecnoOpoBaTh, — TSIKEIO B3AOXHYIT
Makcum, ocTaHaBIMBasACh y OKHA. — Jla 1 HaM BMecTe ¢ HUM T'0JIOBBI Ha IJIaXe HE CHOCHUTb 3a TaKoe
camoytmpaBcTBo. ['ocyaapb NTyTUTh HE JTIOOUT.

— Byznem monmuth Bora, 4ytoObI 1ipoHeco. .. — OypkHyn Kupuii, KpecTsich Ha UKOHY B yIJIy.

Brpyr Tskenas nBeph KaOMHETa CO CKPHUIIOM OTKpbLIach. Ha mopore mosiBUIICS caM XO35UH
noma. CemEH VIBaHOBHMY BBHIIISIZIEN YXKACHO: IJ1a3a TIOKPACHEU OT CJie3, ofek/1a Obljla pacTpenaHa,
JIMLIO OCYHYJIOC.

— Jlo6peiii Beuep, Tocnofa, — IIIyX0, MEPTBBIM I'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHJT OH, C TPYAOM YIACP:KHBAsICh
Ha Horax. — Yem 00s13aH CTOJIb MO3/IHEMY U HE3BAaHOMY BU3UTY B MOW 10M?

— TlocnogyH. .. — CcUJIBPHO 3amMHAsCh W MpsiYa 1asa, Havyan Obuio Kupimn. — Tyt 370...
KpynHas HeyBs30uka y Hac Ha fjopore BblilLIa. 3BuHsiiTe.

OH HesnoBKo 1arny:1 Brnepes. M3-noa kadgraHa oH NpoTsAHYI 3aMepLIeMy XO031MHY AoMa 3arie-
YyaTaHHBIN MAKET C JJMYHOM Cypry4yHou nevarsio rpaga borgaHosa.

CeméH VBaHOBMY APOKAIIMMHU MAJIBLIAMH COPBaJl repOoByIo revatb. OH pa3BepHYJT IJIOTHBIH
JucT GyMary 1 5kafHO BUMTAJICSI B HEPOBHBIE, Pa3MAIlIMCThIe CTPOKH, HAIMCAHHbIE YEePHUIIAMU:

«/loopuui eeuep, Cemén Hearosuu. IIpurouty ceou uckperHue u3euHeHus: no n0800Y Oe36peMeH-
HOU U mpazuueckoii ympamol éauteli cynpyeu. Mue 0b110 UCKpeHHe 20pecmHO Ycabluams o eé Oe36pe-
MenHoti Konuure. IIpaso cnoeo, s smoeo Hukak e dceaan. Moum 100am Oblao CMpPo2o-HACMPO2O
geneno auutb 3aopams eauy ooub Kamepuny. Ho eviuno mo, umo evuuino. A oneuanen smum Kkpoea-
8bLM COObLIMUEM He MeHblte 8aute2o. B moux naanax ne 0b110 AUUAMb HCUSHU HEBUHHYIO HCEHUWSUHY.
Oonako eawu 0asHue KOpbICNHblE HAMEPEHUS. U USMEHA BbIGeAU MEHS HA CIMOAb HCECHKUE, KPALiHUe
mepul. Tak Kak bl OMKPLIMO AKUAEMECH C MOUM 3NEUUUM 8DA2ZOM, 8AUA 00Ub OMHbIHE OYOem HAXO-
oumbCst NOO MOUM AUUHBIM, OOUMENbHBIM npUcmompom. M evi menepo HUKYOA Om MeHsi He OeHemech.
Besicams u3 20pooa u s#canosamucsi coemy bICOKOMY COIO3HUKY — abcoatomuo decnonesro. Kame-
pururomy dxceruxy Have u ezo omuy Ilempy Huxonaesuuy nepeoaiime om meHs HAUAYUUUE NOIHCENA-
Hus. [[ns 6cex ocmanbHblx 6 céenie nycno 6auid 00UKA NOKA NPOCMO NO20CNUm Y OabHel memyuKu
6 Oepegre. Om MeHsL AUUHO HcOune OaNbHeUUX, 04eHb CKOPbIX NOPYUEHULL!»

JlounTaB 3TO CTpalIHOE, [IMHUYHOE MUCbMO JI0 CaMOro KoHIa, KparuH B OQHO MIHOBEHHE
noOarpoBet ot OelIeHo, sipocTHOM 3110cTh. KpoBb Opocuack emy B juiio. Ero crapsie paHsl 1 cTpax
OTCTYIWJIX NIEpe]] JIULOM YUCTON MYKCKOU SIPOCTH.

— Henonocoxk! Beickouka napckuii! [la Kak OH TOJBKO cMeeT?! — B TUKOM OeIIeHCTBE 3aK pu-
yan Kparus.

OH ¢ cuIoi CXaJl HECYACTHBIN JIMCTOK Oymaru B KyJIake, C XpyCTOM CMSUI €r0 M pa3opBajl Ha
MeJIKMe KJIOUKH, OPOCUB X TIOJ] HOTH ChIIMKaM. My KUlHa YCTPEMIJI Ha He3BaHbIX rocteil TaitHoi
KaHIIEISIPUM B3TJIsI, TIOJTHBINA MCHIETIeNISIONIEN SIPOCTH U TITyOOKOTO MPe3peHusl.

— Vomonku! Onpuynnku npokisteie! KopeicTHbie Kpbickl! Kak BooOIIe MOKHO Takoe 3Bep-
CTBO TBOPHUTH ¢ GrnaropogubiMu Jiioppmu?! 3adupats sxu3au! [loxummats aeswuir!

— Hackomnpbko HaM JONOIUIMHHO M3BECTHO 1O OymMaram KaHLEJSIpUHY, Bbl B CBOE BpeMsl TOUHO
TAKMMHU e IPSA3HBIMA METOJIAMHU TOXKe HU pa3y He Ope3roBasiv, — JIeAsTHBIM, PEKYIIMM TOHOM 3aMe-
Tl MékcumM, 1arHyB BIiepes U Kiajs pyky Ha agec mmaru. — Yro, Cemén MBaHoBuu, tenepb,
KOrJa mpuieTesia oOparka, Ti METOAbl BAM HE OUeHb-TO 10 HpaBy? Tak uTo nepecTaHbTe MPU3bIBATH
TYT HAC K XpUCTUAHCKOM coBecTH. [TomHO urpars Ha myO/IMKy B CBOEM JIoMe, Mbl He B TeaTpe. [laBaiite
Omke K JiesTy: 4To HaM Ha CJIoBax mepenarth rpady ?

Kparun Tskeno 3agpliiai, UIyMHO BTATMBasi HO3APSAMU BO34yX. OH MOHSJI, 4TO 3TU JIIOAU
3HAIOT HAMHOTO OOJIBIIIE, YeM OH AymaJl. JIOBYIIKa 3aXJIOMHYJIACh.
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— 41 cornaceH Ha TaiiHyI0 BCTpedy, — IJIyX0, CKBO3b 3yObl mporieui Cemén ViBanoBuy, ormyc-
kasg ronoBy. — [lepenaiite cBoemy rpady... [lepenaiite, 4to s Oyay MOKOpHO ero oxuaath. [1yctb
caM TPUXO[IUT.

— Hy Bor u cnaBHo. JIoroBOprINCh, — XOJOAHO YXMbUIbHYJICA Makcum. — Moxkere Hac K
KPBUIBILY HE MTPOBOXKATH, JIIOAX Mbl HE TOp/ble, JOPOry 0OpaTHO JIO JIOMIAel CaMH HalieM.

CBIIMKY KPYTO pa3BepHY/IMCh, HAKUHY/IM TeMHBIE TUIAINMA U CTPEMUTETHHO BBIIILIN U3 KaOu-
HeTa B HOUHYIO MIPOXJIajay, ocTaBuB KparnHa HaeguHe ¢ pa3opBaHHBIM MHMCBMOM U MEPTBOU JKEHOM
Ha BEPXHEM STaxe.

Mortofpie JTIOIY BBIILTA U3 KAOMHETA, HU pa3y He OIJISTHYBIIUCH Ha3a/l.

— Hy Bor, crinaswi! Terneps, moka 10 ycaapObl JoOepemcsl, yxe U yTpo Oesioe HaCTyIuT, —
BCI0 OOpaTHYIO I0POTy YHBUIO HbUT KHpuiui, MepHO NokauuBasch B ceasie. — Hu mocnath mo-veso-
BEUYECKH, HU MOECTh CIIOKOWHO Ha 3TOW MPOKJIATON cimyxkOe Henb3s! Kak ke s cMepTesbHO ycTa,
KOCTH JIOMHUT !

— Jla xBaTUT yXke, JagHO TeOe aylry MoTaTh? 3aMOJKHU, XpUCTa pamu! — pasIpakeHHO
OTMaxuBayicss MakCUM OT BEYHOTO HOYHOTO HBIThS TIPUSATENS, CUJIbHEE KyTasiCh B ILIAI OT Mpeapac-
CBETHOT'O TyMaHa. — Y MeHs OT TBOETO CKYJIeKa CKOPO HEPBHBIN TUK HAUHETCS M B yIIIaX 3a3BEHMT.
Ckaxu cniacu60, uto KparvH Ha Hac ¢ cabneii He OpocuIcs..

Karepuna npocHyach Ha ®KeCTKHUX JOCKaX OT TYIOM, HOWIIEH OO B TIOSICHUIIE.

«[ocnogu munocepausiit, Lapuiia HeGecHast, mycTb BCE 9TO OKaKETCsl JIUIb CTPAIITHBIM, KOIII-
MapHbIM cHOoM! TlycTh 51 ceiiuac OTKpOIO IJ1a3a ¥ MPOCHYCh B CBOEH MSTKOW MOCTENH, MO TEIIbIM
ITyXOBBIM OJIESIJIOM, a CETO/IHS K€ JIHEM YBUXKY JioOnumoro Mimory...» — 6e33By4HO, OTHUMH TyOaMu
MOJMJIA OHA, CKUMAsI KYJIaKH.

Ho peanbHOCTb 3aCTEHKOB OKa3ajach ECTOKOW M OecuyBCTBEHHOW. B chipoMm kazemare mo-
MpexXHEeMY APyl AaBAIIMHA, 37I0BEIIUH MOJyMpPaK, a rJe-To B TEMHOM YIJIy, BO3JIe TPSA3HOTO Bejpa,
MTPOTHBHO U T'OJIOIHO MUIIAIN KPbICH. [10 criiHe HecYacTHOM JIEBYIIKH TPOOekKa JeATHON, MOTHITh-
HBII XOJIOZIOK.

«[ocriopm 6oxe MO, CKOJIBKO JKe BpeMeHHU 51 Oy/1y HaXOUThCS B 3TOM ITPOKJISITOM KaMEHHOM
ckyienie? Heyxenu 3T0 KOHell?» — B MOJTHOM, OECIPOCBETHOM OTUYasHUY TIOAyMasia OHa, YTKHYJIACh
JIMIIOM B KOJICHU ¥ TOPBKO, OE3YTEIHO 3ariakaa.

Bapyr B r1yxo# TUIIIMHE CHIPOroO Ka3emara OTTYIIMTENILHO JISI3THYJI TSOKEIbIN JKeJIe3HbIN 3aCOB.
OobwuTas xene3oM ABEepb CO 3JIOBEUIMM CKPHUIIOM MPHOTKpbUIach. KaTepuHa MCIyraHHO BCKUHYJIA
T'OJIOBY, HAMEPEBASICh JI0 MOCIIEIHETO 3AIUINATHCS OT OecCepaeyHOro, rpyooro 4yA0BHIIA, C KOTOPHIM
el TIPUIIIOCh CTOJIKHYThCS HakaHyHe. OT OTHOrO BOCIIOMHMHAHMS O €rO BUEPAITHEM BHU3UTE JIyITY
AEBYIIKM Opocasio B sIpOCTb, a 32 JKECTOKOe, ITyOOKOe yYHMKeHHe, KOTOPOMY OH €€ TOJBepr, OHa
BO3HEHABH IEIa My4JuTes sl BceM cepriieM. «Xam! Kakoii ke OecriapioHHBIN TPyOUsiH, U KaK TOJBKO
TaKUX 3eMJIs1 HOCUT!» — OTUassHHO BEPTEJIOCh Y HEE B TOJIOBE.

Ho, k e€ BeIMKOMYy M3yMJICHUIO M OOJIErYeHHIO, Ha TMOPOre MpPAvyHOro 3aTOUEHHS TOSIBUJICS
HE3HAKOMBIH IOHOIIIA.

— Hlobpoe yTpo, cyaapbIHs, — MoofoH ciayra MiBan poOko, co BceM No100aoIM NoYTeHeM
MOIPUBETCTBOBAJI U3MYUYEHHYIO IUIEHHULY, NIepecTynas Mopor C MbUlalonMM (pakejoM B pyKe. —
Haru rposusiii 6apuH, rpad, pacnopsauics epeBecTy Bac OTCIOA B Ipyrye, BEpXHUE arlapTaMeHThI.
W3BosbTE CrieaoBarh 3a MHOM, OApbIIIIHSL.

OH TOpOIIMBO OTIEp PkKaBblii 3aMOK Ha peuleTke. KarepuHa, He Bepsi CBOeMY BHE3AITHOMY
CUYACTBIO, CTPEMUTEIIHHOM MTHUIIEH BHICKOUMJIA M3 TIOCTBUIOT0, CMEPISAIIETo MOA3eMeNbs, e1Ba He COUB
pacTepsAaBIICTOCA IMapHA C HOT. )_IO HOBOM KOMHATBI OHU M TIO OJIMHHBIM, TYJIKHUM OCPEBAHHBIM
niepexoam ycaabObl MoJTua, He POPOHUB HU €IMHOTO cJIoBa. JleByIIKa XkaJaHO BAbIXaja KUBUTEIIb-
HBII YUCTHIN BO3YX, a VIBaH JUIIIb BUHOBATO KOCWJICS Ha €€ pacTep3aHHOE IIEJIKOBOE ILIaThe.
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— Bor... BoT Baiie HOBoe MeCTO KHUTEIbCTBA, — HEMHOTO CMYIIAsiCh M IMOKOPHO CMUHAS
CYKOHHYIO IIIAIKy B PyKax, THXO HayaJl CJIyra.

OH m1aBHO pacnaxHyJ1 TyOOBYIO ABEPb B CBET/IYIO, POCTOPHYIO KOMHATY Ha TOCHOICKOM MOJI0-
BUHE JloMa. 371ech ObUI0 Oe3yKOPU3HEHHO MPUOPAHO, B BHICOKOE OKHO JIACKOBO CBETHJIO YTpEeHHee
COJIHIIE, 2 Ha IIMPOKOU KPOBATH OeJIe I YUCThIe XPYCTSIIUE TPOCTHIHU.

Ho Karepune ObUTO He 10 BHE3armHOro yiota. B e€ rpyau, cTpeMHUTEeNIbHO BBITECHSIS JIMTIKUI
CTpax, CHOBa 3aKHMIajia Topaasi, HeMOKOpHAasi JBOPSIHCKAs! KPOBb.

— 41 Mory ceiuac xe yBUAETb Balllero rocnoguHa’? MHe HyKHO HEMEJJIEHHO, CUIO )K€ MUHYTY
C HUM TIoOece1oBaTh! — pe3ko 0OepHYIach OHA K MapHIO.

— OH y cebs B paboueM KabuHeTe, CO CITyXObI TOJTBKO BOpPOTHUICS... Ho, IpaBo CJIOBO, 3TO
HE JIyullas uaes, MUAJieIu, — UCIyraHHo 3amenTai VBaH, BCIUIECHYB pyKamu. — bapuH HbHYE C
CaMOro paccBeTa JITYET, TPo3Hast Oypst B HEM KJIOKOYET, COBCEM He B JIyXe OHH-C!

— Il MeHs Tenepb yke HEeT HUYEero Xy/IIero Ha 3ToM ceete! Bein MeHs k Hemy! — BJIacTHO 1
permTesnbHO oTpedoBana KareprHa, cCBepKHYB I71a3aMu Tak, uyTo VIBaH cpasy y3pes B Heil ICTUHHYIO,
BEJINYECTBEHHYIO TOCIIOKY.

Cnyra He ocmer OoJTblle IepeYrTh 3aKOHHOW IBOPSIHKE U O€3pONOTHO MOBUHOBAJICS. [lois
10 KOBPOBOM JAOPOXKKE 0 MACCUBHBIX PE3HBIX JBeper KabuHeta, MiBaH HErpOMKO, pOOKO MOCTy4Ya
Y aKKYpPaTHO 3aIJIsIHYJT BHYTPb:

— T'ocniogyH. .. Hukura HukomaeBuy, npocrute nypaka. Bac xoder BUAETh 3Ta... KEHIIMHA.
[InenHnna Hama.

He noxunasce ounpanbHOro npuriialieHus: Wiv TPYCJIUMBOro paspeleHus ciyru, Katepuna
pEeIIMTEbHO, BHICOKO TIOMHSB TOJIOBY, IIarHya BriIyOb KabuHeta. OOKuUraoias sspoctb, HeyTUXalo-
1mast oo6u1a 3a 6e3BpeMEHHYI0 CMEPTh MaTepH U YIleMJICHHAs TOPAOCTh PaCTIUISIIMCh B HEH ¢ KaX IbIM
I11aroM, OKpaIvBasi OJ1eHbIe MEKHU JIMXOPAJA0UHbIM PyMSIHIIEM, a B3IJISAA AeNasi MyTalole OMacHbIM.

Huxkwra, 10 3TOro CKJIOHSBIIMIACA HaJ BOPOXOM TaiHbIX Oymar [IpeoOpakeHCKOro mpukasa,
MOJTYa OTKUHYJICSI HA BBICOKYIO CITUHKY TJTyOOKOTO KOjkaHOro Kpecia. OH CJIOBHO MOTEpsiT Jap peum.
I'pad 3aBopokeHHO, HE MUTasi, HAOMIONAIT 32 TIJTABHOM, TOPIACIUBON U OCJIETIMTENILHO MPEKpPacHON
rpaiyei pa3bspeHHoON JeBylIKU. [lake B MCauKaHHOM, Pa30pPBAHHOM ILIaThe U C pacTperaHHbIMU
WCCUHSI-YEpHBIMM BOJIOCAMM OHA BBIIJISI/IENA KAaK Pa3THEBaHHAs KOPOJEBa.

— HBaH, cB0O0EH, — He CBOJISI TMITHOTHYECKOTO IJ1a3a ¢ KateprHsl, MPUTITyILIEHHBIM OT U3yM-
JieHus1 rosiocoM ckomanoBan Hukura. — IMoHagoOuibest — 51 Te0st caM TIO30BY.

Cnyra ¢ BUTUMBIM 00JIerdeHreM BBICKOUMJI 32 JIBEPb, OECITYMHO MPUKPBUI €€ U CIIEIIHO y/ia-
JIUJICS TIOJAJIbIIIE OT HA3PEBAIOILIETO Ipexa.

Karepuna caenana eiie oquH yBepeHHBIH 1Iar K MACCUBHOMY IMCbMEHHOMY cTony. OHa ornep-
JIach JIAJIOHSIMU O PE3HOM JyOOBBIN Kpaii, HAKJIOHWJIACh BIIEPE M TBEPIO, ITIS/AsI IPSMO B €r0 XOJIO/-
HblE, 3BEpUHBIE I71a3a, IPOU3HECA!

— locioayH, 1Mo KakoMy TpaBy Bl MEH$ 37eCh 3a7epkuBaere?! — royioc e€ 3BeHes OT crep-
’KMBAEMbIX TOPHKHX CJIE3 U TIPAaBEeJHOM ApocTh. — Harmmimre HemeieHHO Moemy oTity! OH oTaact
BaM JIIOOBIE ICHBIH, JIIOOBIe 3eMJIH, KaKKe TOJIbKO Toxkenaere! [laBaiite cOOOIMMM MOEMY KEHUXY —
s yBepeHa, Vibsl 3am1aTuT BaM MPOCTO OrPOMHBIIA, MOUCTUHE HApcKuil BeIKyM! Tonbko oTmycTute
MeHsl, yMOJISIIO, MPEKpaTuTe TOT Kommmap!

— Muniequ, KaxeTcs, Bbl TaK JI0 CUX TIOP HUYETO U He TTOHSITH, — HAPOYUTO PACTATHUBAsI CIIOBA,
C JICHWBOW, IIMHUYHON OapCKOW yCMeIIKOi Hauau rpad. — MHe He Hy’KHbI Balllv BBIKYTIBI. M 371€ch, B
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9THUX MPAYHbIX CTEHAX, Bbl HAXOIUTECH UCKIIOUMTENIHHO M3-32 YEPHBIX, HECMBIBAEMBIX I'PEXOB CBOETO
JpaKalIlero rnareHbKy.

Hukuta MenieHHO, ¢ OOMaHUMBOM Tpalldell CHITOrO XMIIHUKA TMOAHSJICS CO CBOEro MecTa.
OH obo11es1 MaCCUBHBIHA CTOJ M MOAOIIEN K Hell mouTu BIuloTHyo. Ha Karepuny naxxyno goporum
3aMOPCKUM TaOAKOM, BHIJICJTAHHOW KOXEH M TeM CaAMBIM ITyTalOIM, MOTHJIBHBIM XOJIO[JOM, OT KOTO-
POro KpoBb CThUIA B XKHUJIaX.

— Buepa nozaHum BeuepoM MHe MPUIILIA B TOJIOBY OJHA U3YMUTENbHAS, TIPOCTO TeHUAJIbHAS
MBICJTb, — THXO, TIOUTH y CAMOTO €€ yXa MPOIIeNnTal OH, OOKHrasi AbIXxaHHeM. — YToObI KpenKo aep-
’KaThb BalIero TPYCJIMBOTO OTIIA B XKEJIE3HOH y3/ie ¥ ITPU 3TOM He BBI3BIBATh Y CBETCKOTO OOIIECTBA Ha
accamOesixX JIMIITHUX TOJO3PEHMUH 10 MOBO/Y BAIlIeTO BHE3AITHOTO UCYE3HOBEHHUS. . . 51 HA BAC KEHIOCh.

Karepuna GykBaJIbHO Orermia OT 3TOro 0e3yMHOro, YyJOBUIIHOTO 3asiBiieHus1. E€ kpacuBbie
71432 OKPYIJIMJIMCH OT JUKOTO, MApaIn3yIoniero moka. Bo3ayx MrHOBEHHO 3aCTpsisl B TPyIH, HE 103~
BOJISISl U3JaTh HU €UHOTO 3BYKa. CJIOBHO 3bI0KAs 3eMJIs yIILIa y Heé u3-1oj Hor. BeHuatbesa? C atum
6e3mymHbIM uynoBuiiieM? C majadoM e€ Hec4acTHOU Matepu?

— VBepsio Bac, MUJIasi CyAapbiHsl, BUJETHCS MBI C BaMH TIOCJIe BeHIa OyleM KpaiiHe pe[Ko,
— TPOAOJIXAJT OTKPOBEHHO M3/1€BAaThCs Hal Oe33alMTHOM IeByIIKor HuknTa, 1 B €ro BKpa4nuBoM
roJI0Cce CKBO3MJIO M3OIIPEHHOE OapcKoe pe3peHne. — 3aTo BaM O0JIbIlle HUKOTA He TIPUIETCS THUTh
B CHIPOM TEMHHIIE B KOMIIAHUM JKMPHBIX, TOJTOJHBIX KpbIC. BrionHe BhIrofHasi, yecTHast cleska, He
HaxoauTte?

OH npucTanbHO, HE MUTasi, CMOTpeJT Ha He€ CBEpXy BHU3, CJIOBHO aHAKOH 1A HA 3aBOPOXKEHHYIO
xeptBy. ['pad xagHO JIOBMI KakIyl0 MUMOJIETHYIO SMOLIMI0 Ha e€ moOneaueBieM juie. Emy 10
0e3yMusi, 10 TEMHOH IPOKH B KyJIaKaX XOTeJOCh HAKOHEI-TO pacTONTaTh, B IOPOIIIOK CTEPETH C JIUIIA
Karepunbl 3Ty BEKOBYIO TBOPSHCKYIO HAIMEHHOCTh — TO CaAMO€ XOJIOJHOE, BBICOKOMEPHOE Ipe3pe-
HHE, KOTOpOe TaK SIPOCTHO Pa3gpakasio ero B KaXAOM e€ JIBHKEHUH, B KaXJOM T'OpIOM MOBOPOTE
T'OJIOBBI ¥ BO BCIIBIXMBAIOIIIEM B3IJIsI/IE.

Karepuna Ha cekyHay olieneHesna OT STUX YyAOBHIIHBIX, KOITYHCTBEHHBIX ciioB. K ropiy nox-
KaTHJIa TOIHOTBOPHAS BOJIHA OMEP3€HHUSI: MBICTIb O OJIM30CTH C 3THUM YeJIOBEKOM Ka3aslach el OCKBep-
HenueM. Ho OypHasi, HeOKOpHasi KpOBb M yIIEMJIEHHAs TOPAOCTb OBICTPO B3sUTM BEpPX HaJl Mapaiu-
3YIOIIKM CTPaxoM.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh 3aKOHHBIN skeHuX ! §1 000 €0, ¥ MBI O4eHb CKOPO coOUpaeMcst 0OBeHYaThCs !
— ropsIv0, 33/IbIXasICh OT IPOCTHOTO HETOAOBAHUSI, BOCKJIMKHY/IA OHa. — MHe HeT aOCOMOTHO HUKA-
KOTO JIefia IO BallluX I'PS3HBIX TAWHBIX CYETOB C MOMM OTIOM! S XOdy BBIATH 3aMykK 32 JIOOUMOTO
YeJIOBEKa, XOUy HOPMaJIbHOM, TUXOW CEMbH U AeTen !

— Muiiouka, He BCE B 9TOH 36MHOM XWU3HU OBIBAET TaK, KaK MBI TOTO XeJIaeM, — XJIAJHO-
KPOBHO, CJIOBHO MaJAuecKuid Tornop, oTpe3an Hukura. — Ilpunmercs Bam ¢ 3TUM MOKOPHO U Oe3-
MOJIBHO CMUPHTBCS.

— Bul... BB O1710€, Tpyc/IMBOe HUUTOXECTBO! I'HYCHBII n3Bepr!

B 6e3ymHoM nopeiBe cienoit sipocti Katepuna 6pocuiack Ha Hero. OHa OTYasTHHO TTBITAJIach
XOTh KaK-TO MPOOUTH HEBUAMMYIO, HEITPOOUBAEMYIO OPOHIO €0 JISJSTHOTO Cepalia, U30UTh ero rpyab
kynakamu. Ho rpad nerko, oiH1M JICHUBBIM JIBUKEHUEM TNEPEXBATUI €€ TOHKHUE 3aITsICThsI B BO3LyXE.
OH pe3ko, 10 TIIYXOro Xpycra B CycTaBax, 3aBel MX 3a e€ crnuHy. [oTHO, 6e3:KaloCTHO MPUTSHYB
TPENenIyylo OT OMEp3eHHUsI IeBYIIKY K CBOeMy KaMeHHOMY Teiny, HUKnTa HakJIOHMIICS K caMOMy
e€ yxy:

— Bl BoCXUTHTENBHB B CBOEM HUYTOKHOM THEBE. YBEPEH, Bbl CTaHETE MPOCTO MPEKPACHON
MaTepbio MOMX OYIYIIMX JeTel, — THXO, BKPaJYMBO BBIIOXHY/I OH, HAMEPEHHO paCTSITUBasi CIOBA U
C CaIUCTCKUM HaCJIaK/IeHUEM BOH3asl 9TO JIe3BUE B €€ AyIy.

OTBpalleHue K ero 3amnaxy, K ero sJOBUTOMY JIBIXaHUIO OIINapiio Katepuny u3HyTpu JUKUM,
JKUBOTHBIM yXKaCOM.

— Ilycrute! [la kak Bl cMeeTe, nmajnayu?!
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Co0OpaB BCIO CBOIO MCCSIKAIOIIYIO CHITY, OHA PBaHYJIaCh U BHIPBAJIACH U3 €TO CTAJIbHBIX, THPAHU-
yeckux 00bsThi. KarepuHa HaoTMaIlb, CO BCEro pa3Maxy BIIENHJIa €My 3BOHKYIO, XJIECTKYIO TOIIE-
YHHY.

— 4 He 6yny, ciplmuTe, He OyIy UrpaTh B Ballld MEpP3KUE, MOAJIbIe Urpbl! DTO KECTOKO!

— JKectoko? — HukuTa Me/I7IeHHO MPUKOCHYJICSI TOHKUMU XOJICHBIMH MAJIbLIAMH K TOpSIIEn
OT yJapa ILeKe.

Ha ero ry6ax menjieHHO, 3MEMHBIM M3rHO0OM PaCILIbLIACH 37I0BEIasi, XUIIHAS YXMbUIKa 3Beps,
TMOYYSIBIIETO JOJTOKIAHHOE COMTPOTUBIICHHUE.

— Mutast Mosi, ThI €€ POBHBIM CYETOM HHUYETO He 3HAelllb O HACTOSIIEH, MOTTMHHON KecTo-
KOCTH, — THXO, C JISACHSIIEH KpoBb yrpo3oi npousHec Hukura. Ha ero e He IporHys1 HU OnUH
MYCKYJ1. — YTOOBI TeOe ObLIO YeM 3aHATh CBOM M3HEKEHHBIE PYYOHKH U JypHbIE, MITEKHbIE MBICIIH,
OTHBIHE THI Oy/Iellb OE3POMOTHO UCTIONHSTD BCIO CAMYIO I'PSZHYIO, TSIKENYI0 padoTy 1O MOEMY JIOMY.
HemennenHo nepeoneHenibcst B rpy0oe KpecTbsIHCKOe pyOuIlie — | 3a AeN0, Ha KyXHIO, K KapKOi
neun. MBaH! — rpoMKo, packaTUCTO MO3Bajl OH, COBEPIIEHHO He oOpainast OoJbllie BHUMAHUs Ha
0€3MOJIBHBIM, SIPOCTHBIN MPOTECT 3aCTHIBIIEH TIEHHUIIBL.

Karepuna Bbinua U3 cyaeiickoro kabuHera OyiefHast Kak MpUBHUICHHUE, I1ATasICh OT IEPEKUTOTO
1030pa, CJIOBHO OT CHJIbHOTO pusuueckoro yaapa. llaras mo mimHHOMY, OECKOHEYHOMY JIepeBsiH-
HOMY KOPHUJIOpPY TOCHOJCKOTO JIOMa, OHA CYJOPOXKHO, B TIAHUKE MHITAJIACH OCMBICIUTD 3TOT BHE3aIl-
HBII KOIIIMap:

«YTO 3TOT CAaMOHAAE AHHBII, CAMOBJIIOOJIEHHBIN JIECIIOT BOOOIIE BO3OMHIII O cede?! Xord... —
B TOJIOBE BJIPYT MPOMEJIbKHYJIA 3alpeTHas, Myraolnas, peaaTenbckas Meiciab. — Hemnb3st He npu-
3HaTh, YTO OH YEPTOBCKHM XOPOIIIO CIIOkEH, IIMPOK B IJIEYax ¥ MOPOYHO, AbSBOIBCKU XOpOII co0oi. B
HEM €CTh YTO-TO IMKOE, MIEPBOOBITHOE, TMTO-HACTOSIIEMY JKHBOE. .. TO, UTO MyraeT 40 OLypy U OJHO-
BPEMEHHO, BOIIPEKU 3APAaBOMY CMBICITY, CTPAHHO, TMITHOTUYECKU MPUTATUBAET. MoXeT ObITh, TPH
COBCEM JIPYTHX, CYACTIIUBBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX 51 OBl M OOpaTHIIa HAa HEr0 CBOM B30P...»

Ot 31011 MbIcU Katepuny niepeaepHyino, K Topiy MOACTYIAI KOM YIyIIbsI.

«Ho BC€ 310 HarOMUHaeT JypHOM, JIMXOpPaJOo4YHblA cCOH! MeHs Hario MOXUTHUJIM Cpeid HOYM.
MeHst rpy06oii CUIION MTPUHYKAAIOT K 3aMYXKECTBY C THPAHOM, KOTOPOTO $1 BHIKY TIEPBBIN pa3 B KU3HU!
OH Beb caM MeHS HM Karuld He JIOOUT, 3a4eM TOTra BeCh 3TOT pacyeTIMBbIN, IIMHUYHBIA (hapc? A
Mama... ['ocrioau npaBeHbIi, Bedb €ro IenHble TICh 0e3KaJ0CTHO YO Moo Mamy! f HeHaBUXKy
3TOTO YeJIOBEKa, OH BCIO MOIO KU3Hb Pa30M HCIIOTaHMII, PACTONTAJ B TPsI3u ! »

BcrioMHUB 0 MpauHOM, JieJeHSIIEM MO/I3eMeNTbe C KPhICAaMHU, IEBYIIKA IPUHSIA TsDKETIoe, YHU-
3UTEJIbHOE, HO €IMHCTBEHHO BepHOe penieHre. OHa Oyaer mokopHoi. CTaHeT UCKYCHO, IO X PUTIOTHI
B TOpJIe TIPUTBOPATHCS TTPUJICIKHOM, TUXOHM CITy’KaHKOW. MeIeHHO, IIIar 3a IaroM OHa YCBITUT Ou-
TEJILHOCTh 9THX KECTOKHMX TIOPEMIIMKOB, a TIPU MEPBOM ke yIOOHOM ciiydae — COEKHUT U3 ITOro
MPOKJISITOTO, JYIITHOTO 3aTOYEHHUsI Ha CBOOOMY.

B xopunope e€ no-npexHeMy TeprieanBo nomxunan Mean. [7s14 Ha 3Ty COBEpIIEHHO MOTe-
PAHHYIO, 3aIlTAKAHHYIO OJIArOPOIHYI0 OAPHIIIHIO, Y KOTOPOU OT OBUIOTO BEJIMYM ST OCTAJIACH JIUIIH TOP-
Jasi OcaHKa, MOJIOJIOM CJIyra e/1Ba CAEP:KMBaJ IEMSIIYIO0, pa3pbIBAIOLIYIO CEPALIE KAIOCTb.

— CypapbiHs. .. — poOKO Havas OH, CTapasiCh He CMOTPETh B €€ 3alUIaKaHHBIE IJ1a3a U CyJI0-
POKHO KOMKasi B pyKax cepblii CYKOHHBIN (papTyK. — MHe cTporo rnpuka3aHo BblIaTh BaM IIPOCTOE
1aThe, 00eCTIeunTh PadOTOM MO JOMY M HEOTJIYYHO MPUCMATPHUBATh 32 BaMu. VI3BOJIbTE MPOUTH 32
MHOMH Ha MOJIOBUHY TPUCITYTH.

— Karepuna. Mens 30ByT Karepuna, — Kak B TSIKEJIOM, JIMXOPAJA0YHOM Opely, eBa CIBIITHO
OTPBIBUCTO MPOU3HEC/IA OHA, 3aCTABJISS CIYTY 3a0BbITh O €€ BHICOKOM THTYJIE.

JleByIIKka MOIHSIACh BCIIE/ 32 HUM B CBOIO HOBYIO CBET/IYIO KOMHATy, O€3 CHJI pyXHyJa Ha
YHCTYIO ITOCTEJTh M CHOBA FTOPbKO, Oe3yTEeITHO 3apbliaia, OeCIIOMOIIHO CIIPATAB OJieTHOE JIUIIO B JIA/I0-
HsIX. VIBaH TaK M OCTaJICs CTOATh y CAMOTr0 TIOpora, TOYHO MPUTBOXIEHHBIN K MecTy. OH pacTepsiHHO
MIepeMUHAJICSI C HOTY Ha HOTY, JIOMasi TaJIbIibl, U COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAJI, KaK MOJCTYMUTHCS, KAKUMHU
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CJIOBAaMH YTEIIUTh HECYACTHYIO 3HATHYIO y3HHMILY. Cepilie MPOCTOMYIITHOTO MapHs OyKBAJIBHO Pa3pbl-
BaJIOCh Ha YaCTH OT IIEMSIIEH KaJOCTH K TOW XPYNKOM, Oe33alUTHON OaphIITHE.

«W 3aueM TONMBKO HalleMy CypOBOMY, 0€3KaJJOCTHOMY XO3fMHY MYYHTh TaKyl0 aHTeJbCKYIO,
yucTyio aymry? YTo 3a cTpaiiHbiil rpex oH OepeT Ha ce0s17» — B COTHIN pa3 3a/1aBajicss 0e30TBETHLIM
BOIPOCOM IpeJaHHBIN CIIyTa.

Hakonen, Kareprna Hamia B ceGe cuiibl B3sITh BOJMIO B KyJak. OHa pelIMTENbHO CMaxHyJa
OOKHTaIoIIKe CIIe3bl CO IIEK, clieana rTyOOKHid, CyIOPOKHBIN BIOX U MOCMOTpESIa Ha MapHs OIyX-
MU OT JOJITOro Iiaya, HO BHOBb OOPETIIMMY TBEPAOCThH IJ1a3aMHU:

— Yto0 %k... MbI HaiiieM, BO 4TO MHe TiepeonieTbcsi? [1okasbiBail cBoe KPeCThbSIHCKOE TPSIIbeE.

Ciyra TOpoIuMBO, UCITyraHHO KUBHYJI. OH poOKO MpUOIU3UIICSA K TPOMO3IKOMY IEPEBSIHHOMY
mkadgy, ¢ TUXUM CKPUIIOM OTBOPHII TSKEITYIO IBEPLLY U I0CTaJl OTTYa COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE, CKPOMHOE
KPECThSIHCKOE TIIaThe U3 MPOCTOro xoscra. Ha ynuBnenue, OHO ObLIO MOMIMTO OE3yNPeyHO — TOUb-
B-TOYb MO TOHKOU, U3SIITHON (PUTYpE NEBYIIKU.

Karepuna nepeBena B3rJisi]] ¢ HapsiAa Ha CIyTy, U e€ TyObl TPOHYJIA JIeAEHSIIasl, TIOJTHAsT HEBbI-
pa3svMOl rOpeyr ycMellkKa:

— Bamn rocrofyH, Moxoxe, 4acto MpaKTUKYeT MOXUIleHre OnaropoaHsix gam? Pa3 y Hero B
3aKpoMax TaK MpelyCMOTPUTETbHO MMEIOTCS JKEHCKHUE TUIAThsl Ha JII0OOK BHIOOD U pa3mep.

— Uro BHI, 60T ¢ Bamu, cynapbiHs! Hukak HeT! — uCIyraHHO BCIUIECHYT pyKaMu ciyra, Opo-
casiCh TOPSTUO 3aCTYIAThCS 32 CBOEro Tpo3Horo 6apuHa. — OH 3aKa3aj STOT HapsiJ CIIEHUAIBHO s
Bac, ellle BYepa, y MECTHOU MOPTHUXU !

— Kakas yToHUeHHasl, TOUCTUHE TBOPSHCKAS YeCTh... — C HEMOJI/IbHOM, SIOBUTOM rope-
YbI0 OTO3BAJIACh JIEBYIIKA, U MO €€ CITUHE MPOoOekan MOPO3 OT OCO3HAHHUS TOTO, KaK TIIATEIbHO U
XJIAIHOKPOBHO rpad TUIaHKPpOoBaJ 310 noxwuienre. — Ckaxu, MBaH, y Bac B IoMe eCTh TOpHUYHAS
WA KTO-HUOY/Ib e1lie U3 KeHCKOUW MPUCTyTh?

VBaH BUHOBATO W OTPUIIATENILHO ITOKAYAJT TOJIOBOM:

— Her, cynapeiHs. 3a BceM OrpOMHBIM MIOMECTHEM MPUIJISIBIBAIO 51 OMH, /1a U IOBApOM Ha
rOCIIOACKOM KyxHe Toxke ciyxky 5. I'pad Hukura HukomaeBuy ToJIbKO HETAaBHO OTCTPOMII STOT JIOM,
THE37I0 CBOE pofoBoe... [la M Ha MecTe OHM MOYTH HUKOT/A He CUIAT, BCE 1o aenaM [IpeoOpaxeH-
CKOTO TpUKa3a FOHSIOT. Tak 4To BUIETh BB €ro OyleTe COBCEM PEAKO, — TOMBITAJICS OH XOTh Kak-
TO MOAOOAPHUTH U3MYUEHHYIO AEBYIIIKY.

Karepuna nuib Tskenno, oOpeueHHO B3AoxHY/a. OHA MeAJIeHHO 0OBela CKPOMHYIO, 1yXKYIO
00CTaHOBKY CBOMM HEKOT/Ia IIAPCTBEHHBIM, a Terepb OECKOHEUHO IMevasibHbIM B3rIsiAoM. Eit mipen-
CTOSUIO CTaTh IUIEHHULIEH B IyCTOM, XOJIOJHOM JIOME, Ile KaX/blil YIoJl NOAUYMHSIICS BOJIE €€ 3JIei-
LIEero Bpara.

«Yro %k, pa3 310 bBorom 3a0pITOE MECTO CTaJO0 MOMM 3aTOYEHUEM, 51 00sI3aHa BBIKUTH. Bymy
MOKOPHO MPUBOAMTH BCE B MOPSI0K U MPOCTO KAaTh CBOETO 4aca», — MpayHo MoJyMaJla OHa, YCMU-
psisi TOPOCTb.

— Ilomorute MHe nepeonerscs. Pacinypyiite, noxanyiicra, KOpceT, — TUXO MOMPOCHIIa OHA
CJIYTy, NIOCITYIIIHO IOBOPAUMBasCh K HEMY CITMHOIA.

Mononoi 4enoBeK MIHOBEHHO T'yCTO, O JIMXOPaJOYHOrO MYHIIOBOTO PyMsIHIIA IOKPACHEN O
CaMbIX KOHUYMKOB YIIIEH U UCITyTaHHO 3aMaxajl pyKaMu:

— Yro BI, OapeiiHs, rpex kakoi! Her, vet! {... s nyume xo3suna no3oBy! Ham, ABOpoBbIM,
K OJJaropoJHOMY TeJTy ITPUKAcaThCsl HE BEJICHO!

BrickouMB B KOpUAOp Kak olnapeHHsiid, FIBaH cran rpoMko 3Bath rocrioavHa. Karepuna b
JOCaJJIMBO, TOPHKO B3AOXHYJA. Eif 10 TpokK HE XOTENOCh, YTOOBI STOT BRICOKOMEPHBII IIMHUK CHOBA
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npuKacajcs K Hell. A OT OHOH TOJIBKO MBICTIM O TOM, YTO 1O 3aKOHY Opaka eil Korna-HuOyab Heu3-
0€XKHO MPUAETCS pa3/eNIUTh C HUM MOCTeNTb, JEBYIIKY POOUPaJT JIeIeHSIIINIA, TOITHOTBOPHBII 03HOO,
CTPaHHO MEIIAIOIIUICS C [TTyXUM, IyTaloIUM KapoM B I'PYIH.

Bckope B koMHaty OBICTpOiA, yBepeHHOI NocTymbio Bomesn Hukura. Ha xony oH HeOpexHO
paccTerHyi BepxHue MyTroBULIbl CBOETO (POPMEHHOIO Kam30J1a.

— CynapeiHs, B 4éM ke BaM MOTpeOoBaach MOsI TIOMOIIb? — YAWBJICHHO TPUIOIHSI OH
IyCTyio OpOBb, HEIOyMEHHO U CTPOTO IVIsIAS HA 3aMepIIero B KOpUIOpe pactepsiHHoro paHa.

— Ilomorute mMHe ¢ natbeM. §I cama He CrpaBJIsIIOCh CO CJIOKHOM, TYTOM LITHYPOBKOW, — Kak
MO’KHO XOJIOJHEE, 3BEHSIIMM OT HAIyCKHOIO paBHOAYILMSA TojocoM nonpocuia Karepuna.

OHa NOCyIIHO TOBEpHY/Iach K HEMY CIHMHOM, JEMOHCTPATHBHO BBIIPSIMUB U Oe3 TOro 0e3-
yIIpeuHylo, Topayto ocaHky. HukuTa crenan mar Bnepes M nofolen BIUIOTHYI0. Mexay HUMU He
ocTajioch paccrosiHus. Karepuna 3ameprna, OTUETIMBO YyBCTBYS €rO ropsiueée, pOBHOE AbIXaHUE Ha
CBOEH BHe3aIrmHo OOHaKUBIIIEHcs Koxe. Ero 61m30cTh ogypMaHuBaia, raxja mopoxomM, TOpbKuM Tada-
KOM Y KaKUM-TO JIUKUM, YHCTO MY KCKUM MarHeTU3MOM.

I'pac mennenHo npoTsiHy pyKy. Ero 1uimHHBIE, CHITbHBIE MTAJTBIBI KOCHYJIUCH IIIEJIKOBBIX IITHYP-
KOB, HAMEPEHHO 3aj/ieBasi HEXKHYI0 KOKY €€ cruHbl. KareprHa HEBOJIBHO B3[pOTHyna, MO €€ Tely
npodesxasia BOJTHA KOMoUMX Mypariiek. Cepalie AeByIIKH MpeaaTebCKu 3a0MI0Ch IIe-TO y CaMoro
ropna. Hukura Toxke Ha MrauoBeHue 3amep. Ero B3, 0ObIYHO XOJIOAHBIA U PACUETIIUBBINA, TIOTEM-
HeJl, CKOJIb3HYB TI0 U3SAIIHOMY M3rHOy IIed TUICHHUIIBI, 10 €€ 0e33alMTHBIM XPYNKUM Iiedam. Ha
CEeKyH/y B KOMHATe BOllapyJIach YAyIUIMBAs, 3BEHSIIAs TUIIIMHA, B KOTOPOH 00a CIIUIIIKOM OTYETIIUBO
YCIBIIIATM yYacTHUBIIEECs JIbIXaHue Opyr Apyra. Mexay 37edIuMHu Bparamu MpOCKOUWIa KUBas,
oOHTaloIIas UCKpa — 3alpeTHast ¥ MOPOYHasl.

Hukuta pesko, CIOBHO OMOMHUBILIKCH OT HABAXKIACHHS, IEPHYJ 32 IITHYPOK, BO3Bpaias ceoe
MPUBBIYHYIO MACKy IIMHUYHOTO MTPEBOCXOCTBA.

Ero cusbHbIe, MO30JHCThIE MTAJbIbI 00EBOTo OuIiepa Ha YAUBJIEHHE JIOBKO MPUHSLIKCH 32 JEJIO.
[lenkoBbIil MHYPOK MOMAAJCA, MOAATIMBAs TKaHb 3aimrypiiaia. Tyroi kopcer HakoHel ocniad, u
aoporoe, Ho 0e3HaIekKHO UCTIAYKAHHOE TIJIAThe TSKEIOW BOIHOM chexasio BHU3. OHO ¢ TUXUM, IIIyp-
HIaIMM 3BYKOM OIaji0 K HOraM IUIEHHMILIbl, OCTAaBUB €€ B OJIHOM JIMIIb TOHKOW, MOJYIPO3pauHON
COpOUKE.

Ha mruoBenune Hukura 3amenikacs, CJIOBHO 3aKOJIIOBaHHBIN. 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, OH MEJIJIEHHO,
MOYTH HEBECOMO MPOBEN THUILHOW CTOPOHOM JIAJIOHU MO OOHaxeHHOH mee Karepunbl. MyxunHa
elBa Kacajcs 0apXaTHCTOM, TEIUIOW KOXH, HO 3TO MUMOJIETHOE NMPUKOCHOBEHHE OOOXKIJIO OOOUX.
3aTeM ero majblibl IVIABHO, C MyTAOIUM COOCTBEHHIMUECKUM KECTOM CKOJIB3HYJIM HIKE, OUepurBast
n3rud e€ TOHKOM, XpyNKoi pyku. [1o Tesy AeByIKr MrHOBEHHO ITpo0eskalia CUIbHasI, IMXOPaI0uHast
JPOXKb, a K TOpJy MOAKATAI KOM YIyIUIMBOTO OMEP3€HUS OT TOro, Kak MpeJaTesbCKu CajKo OTO-
3BaJIOCh €€ COOCTBEHHOE Teso. Jleq u TiaMeHb COILIUCH B TOM YIIHOW KOMHATe.

— Bbl He MO OBI. .. OTBEpHYThCS? — CMYITIIEHHO TPOOOPMOTaJIa OHa, YYBCTBYSI cedst abco-
JMOTHO O€33aIUTHOM, ¥ TIOCTIENTHO MPHKaja K TPyAr BbIJAHHOE MTPOCTOE IJIaThe U3 rpyooro XoJcTa.

— Muneau, gaBaiite oboiineMcs 0e3 JUIMHUX YKUMOK U TYCTOrO jKeMaHCTBa, — Tpydo, ¢
JIeASTHBIM BhICOKOMepreM obopBail e€ Hukura. OH He OTCTYNWII OT He€ HU Ha IIiar, MpoJoJikas BO3-
BBIIIATHCS HAJ| HeW T'PO3HOM, MOJABJISIONIEH cKaylold. — KMBO HATATMBAWTE 3TO pyOwUIIe, U MOKOH-
YHMM C 9TUM. Y MEHsI COBEPIIEHHO HET BPEMEHHU Ha TO, YTOOBI (PIMPTOBATH C BAMHU.

Karepuna pes3ko pa3BepHysiachb K HEMY JIMIIOM, B TIOPBIBE OCKOPOJIEHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA
HAaIpoyb 3a0bIB O cBOel Harote. E€ meku nbutaiy 6arpoBbIM pyMsIHIIEM — TO JIM OT HEBBIHOCUMOTO,
KTYYEero CThI/A, TO JIM OT 3aKUMAIOILEN BHYTPHU, IIPABEIHON JIBOPSHCKOW SIPOCTH.

— Boi! Bbl... HEoTE€caHHBIH, YepCTBBIN IPYOUsIH, He 3HAIOIINI HUA KaIlJIi COYyBCTBUSI, HU X PU-
CTHUAHCKOUM MUJIOCTH ! — THEBHO, €/1Ba CCP/KUBAsI CJIe3bl YHUKSHUS U TIISIIS TTPSIMO B XOJIOZIHBIE 7132
CBOET0 MyUMTEJIsl, BHIIAJIIIIA IEBYIIKA.
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— OpeBaiitech ObicTpee. Ha Barm rnpesnecty st He MpeibIiyCh, Jake He HalelTech, — C OTKPO-
BCHHBIM, AJOBHUTBIM CAapKa3MOM 3aMETHJI OH, KpHUBSA FY6H B YyCMCIIKE. — Xor4. .. BBITJIAIUTE BbI
BeChbMa JOCTOMHO, — IIMHUYHO N00aBm1 HukuTa, HUUyTh He Tepsisi CROero KaMeHHOro camoo0naia-
HUSI U HAIJIO, He CIellla paccMaTpUBasi U3SIIIHYIO (PUTypy TIJICHHUIIBL.

—B&5L... ‘IYJIOBI/IHIC! — 3allMHAACH OT KUITALIETO HETOAOBAHWUA U TOPOILINBO, IyTAasACh B HEIIPU-
BBIYHOM TIOJIOJIE, HATATUBAsI TPyOOe KPECThsHCKOE TUIaThe, OyOHMIIA IeBYIIIKA.

TkaHb 60JbHO, 6€3:KATOCTHO KOJIONA KOXKY MOCIIe HEXKHOTO 3arpaHUYHOTO IIIEJIKA, HATOMHHAS O
e€ HOBOM, paOCcKoM nosioxkeHnu. Koe-kak HaKMHYB cepblil capadaH, OHa KPyTO OBEpHYJIaCh K HEMY
CMMHOM, e7]Ba He 3a/I0XHYBIIUCH OT MEPETIOTHSIBILEN €€ HEHABUCTH.

— 3acrérupaiiTe! — BJIACTHO MpHUKa3ajia OHA, COAPOrasiCh OT OMEP3E€HHs IIPU MbICIINA O HOBBIX
MPUKOCHOBeHUsIX. — Hayetoch, s Bac Oolibllie HUKOTIA B CBOeH xw3HM He yBuxy! ['opute B any,
yyaoBuiLe!

— Bcero no6poro, muieau. MiBaH, cMOTpH 3a Hell B 00a r71a3a, — cyxo Opocui rpad, gaxe
HE MMOBEPHYB I'OJIOBLI.

On CTPEMUTEJIbHO, YCKAHHBIM HIArOM BbIIIET U3 KOMHATHI. A BCKOPE M3 OTKPBITOI'O OKHaA
JOHecCs ITyXOH, YIAJISIOIUICS CTYK KOIIBIT M0 KpeMHI0 — HukuTa crienHo yckakas 1o MpauHbiM
aenaM TailHOM KaHLIENspUu.

Karepuna 3amepnia nocpeau KoMHatbl. BHe3arnHo HaxJIbIHyBILIAs TUIIMHA TIOKA3aJ1ach €1 yayIll-
muBor. OHa pacTepsiHHO, C HEOCO3HAHHOW OOMJION YCTaBMJIaCch Ha 3aMepiriero y nopora VpaHa:

— OH uro... neiicrButesibHO yexan? IIpocto Tak B3s1 1 yexain?

— [Ha, cynapbIHsi, — MOKOPHO KMBHYIJI ciiyra. — U, ckopee Bcero, cerogus rpad yxe He Bep-
HETCs. Y HUX cy)0a rocygapesa, CTporas.

— Ouenb xoporo! CkaTepTbio opora! — MocrenHo, yepecuyp rpoMKo BocKJIMKHYIa Kare-
pUHA, TBITASICh CKPBITh TITyOOKUI YKOJ YSI3BIEHHOTO IEBUYBETO CAMOJTIOOUSI.

BHyTpu He€ Bc€ KJIIOKOTAJIO OT 3JI0r0, TOPhKOTo pazodapoBaHus. Eil, mpu3HaHHOW KpacaBuIle,
niepe; KOTOPOH elre Mecsii] Ha3aj Ha Oanax M CBETCKHMX accamOJiesiX MPEKJIOHSIM KOJIEHH JIydllue
KaBaJiepbl r'yOepHUH, ObUIO HEBLIHOCMMO OCO3HABaTh, YTO STOT HEOTECAHHBIN CyXaph OCTaBUII €€ TaK
JIerKo. 3a Hell Bcerzia Oeraiy TOJMaMu, JIOBIIH €€ MaJISHIITYI0 YABIOKY Kak BBICIIYIO HArpajay, CTUXH
nocesimanu! Hu onuH MyX4rHa B MUpe He cMeJT 0Opalarhest ¢ Hell Kak C HaJIOE/IJIMBOM BEIIbIO, OT
KOTOPOH CIIeNIaT MocKopee n30aBUThCA. A STOT Maad. .. OH HarJIo pas3ziel e€, KOCHYJICS KOXKH, 3acTa-
BUB CEpIIe TPereTaTh, a MOTOM MPOCTO pa3BepHYJICS H YIIIes, CJIOBHO OHa Oblia OE37TMKOH ABOPOBOI
JeBKo#! DTOT paBHOAYIIIHBIN yXOI OCKOPOWII e€ ejBa JIu He CHJIbHEE, YeM ILJICH.

— W 4ro MHe Terepp AenaTh MpUKaxelb? — Pe3Ko, CKpbIBask BHYTPEHHIOK Oypio, CIIpocuiia
OHa.

— TocrioguH Besien MPUBECTH BECh JIOM B MOJIHBIN MOPSIIOK, — CMYIIEHHO NIEpeMUHAJICS C
HOTY Ha HOTY clyra, poOko mpsida mia3za. — Ckazanu, 4ToObl BB MOJIbI B TOCTIOJCKOW IMOJOBUHE
BBIMBUIN U Ha KyXHE MOCYy MPHOpaH. ..

— Kt0?! 4?7 — KarepuHa BO3MYIIIEHHO BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMU, €Ba HE 3a/bIXasiCh OT HAXJIbl-
HyBIIIeH ciecn. — $1 Oyay y 3Toro 6e3aynIHoro rpyousiHa 371ech Iopsiaku HaBoauTh?! ['psi3b 32 HUM
BICKpeOaTh?! Jla HUKOrJa B KU3HU!

OpnnHako Bpemsi 6e3 Jefa TSHYJI0Ch HeBBIHOCUMO, MYYUTEIbHO JIOJITO, MOCTENIEHHO MpeBpaiia-
SICh B HACTOSIIIIYIO, TTBITOYHYIO BeYHOCTh. KaTepruHa HenpuKkasHHO 00OIILIa BECh MyCTOM, 3aTHXIIUI
10M, Ope3IIMBO pasriisiablBasi HEONPATHbIE YIibl. HakoHell oHa BepHYJIach Ha MPOCTOPHYIO TOCON-
CKYIO KYXHIO K 3aMepIleMy B HEPEUIUTEIbHOCTHU CIIyTe.

— Yrt0 %), 9TOOBI XOTh KAK-TO CKOPOTATh 3TH JYIIIHBIE YaChl U HE COMTHU C YMa, 51 TOMOTY HABECTH
31eCh MOPSI/IOK, — BBICOKO BCKMHYB MOAOOPOIOK, TOPAO U HAAMEHHO 3asBIIa JeByniKa. — ToJIbKo
niepeanib CBoOeMy HEOTECAHHOMY, TPyOOMY TOCHIOIUHY: s JeJIal0 9TO UCKIIOUMTENIBHO OT HeCTepITH-
MOW CKYKH, a He TI0 ero padckomy, 6e33aKOHHOMY TPpeOOBaHHMIO !
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— Kak ckaxerte, GapbliiHs, — Mo-100poMy, 00JIerdeHHO yabIOHyIcs MIBaH, UCKpeHHEe paTyscCh,
YTO 3HATHAS Y3HMIIA HAKOHEIl OTBJIEKJIACh OT TOPbKHX, OE3yTEIIHbIX CIIe3.

JleByIlIKa pemmTebHO MpUHSUIAch 3a padoty. Jlen B HEIaBHO OTCTPOSHHOM, 3aIlylIEHHOM
JOMe TIPEACTOSIIO HeBEPOATHO MHOTO. Kpyrom Ha pe3HbIX TyOOBBIX MaHENsIX JIekKasl TOJICThINA, CephIi
CJIOW TIBUTU UM 3aCOXIIEH JOPOKHOU Tpsi3U. YK Yero-yero, a TaKoro >KyTKOTo, BapBapcKOro Oecrio-
psIlIKa YUCTOILIOTHAS, PUBBIKIIAS K OE3yIPEeYHO POCKOIIM ABOPSIHKA TeprieTh He Moria. Hasene-
HHE YUCTOTHI CTAJIO 1151 He€ CBOE0OPa3HOM MECThI0 — OHa CTUpaJia M3 ITOrO J0Ma CaM JIyX ero Xo3si-
WHa.

Karepuna Hauasa sipOCTHO OTMBIBATh BEPXHHUE MapaHble KOMHATHI. BbICOKO moamnosicaB rpy-
ObIf XONMIIOBBINA capadaH U OOHAKUB TOHKHUE 3aIlsICThsl, OHA HA YVMBJICHHUE JIOBKO CpbIBaJia CO CTEH
TsDKeJIbIe, 3ambUIEHHbIe OapxaTHble IopThephl. [IneHHuIa 6e3 3a3peHust coBecTr 3acTaBisiia VBaHa
0e3 KOHIIa TACKaTh MOJIHbIE BeApa, TPETh KJII0YEBYIO BOAY B MIEUH J1a 3aMavMBaTh IUIOTHYIO, JKECTKYIO
TKaHb B OOJIBIIMX JIEPEBSHHBIX KOPBITAX.

BriBecuB BHICTHpaHHbIE ITOPHI CYIIUTHCS BO IBOpP, KareprHa MpuHsIach C SpOCTHBIM Oke-
CTOYEHHEM BBIKOJIAUMBATH MAJTKOH IMbUTh M3 TIO(SKOB M MACCUBHBIX KpoBaTted. PacnpaBuBIINCH C
9TOU BEKOBOW I'Ps3bI0, OHA Cama, Ha KOJIEHSIX, JIOUMCTa MPOTEPIA IMUPOKKE TyOOBbIe MOJBL. 3aTeM
3aHOBO 3aCTeJIMJIA TTOCTENIN CBEKUM XPYCTSIIUM OeIbeM U TIOMOrJIa puToMuBIiemycs ViBaHy noBe-
CUTHh OOPATHO yXke Cyxue, Oaroyxaromye YucThie MTopbl. MpayHbli 1oM MpeoOpaskalics Ha ria3ax,
HAITOJTHSSICh HEMPUBBIYHBIM, TEIUIBIM YIOTOM.

Kazanock, MOIOI0¥ ¥ PUBBHIKIINIA K HECIEIITHOM XKU3HU CJIyra YCTajl OT TAaKOW OeIIeHOM, 3HY-
pUTENHHON padoThl HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIE, YeM caMa XpyIiKasi, moAroHsieMas 3octhio Karepuna. OH ¢
SIBHOUM OMAacKOW 1 O1aroroBeHrieM NoIsAbBaI Ha He€ u3 yria. [lapeHs Bcepbes 0osiics, Kak Obl 9Ta
HeyeMHasl, ofiepkuMasi OapbIIliHs C MOBAJKAMHU BEJIMKOW KHATUHM HE Jjajla eMy enié Kakoe-HUOyIb
HETIOCHIIBHOE, KATOPKHOE TIOpyUYeHHeE.

— VY, 4T0-TO 51 COBCeM BBIOMJIACH U3 CHJI M JKYTKO X04y ecTb, — KareprHa ycrano npucena
Ha Kpail JepeBsIHHOTO CTYyJIa U MepeBelia JyX, 0OMaxMBasCh PACKpacHeBINeHcs: pyKoil. — YTo y Hac
ceroausa Ha oben, JII0Oe3HbIN?

— YT0 camMy MPUTOTOBUM, TO U OYJET, — BUHOBATO HAYaJl ONPABbIBATHCS MOJIOION YESIOBEK.

B ero ronoce Ha MUT TPOCKOJIB3HYJIO JIETKOE MYKCKOE pa3ipaskeHre: YTo ¥ TOBOPUTh, YCEPAHO
THYTh CIIMHY C yTpa JI0 HOUM TOJ] HA4YaJIoM TpeOOBaTeIbHOM ABOPSHKY OH HE CIIUIIKOM JIIOOWII.

— 41 xe ¢ Bamu, cynapbIHs, BECh JIeHb 110 KOMHATaM TacKaloch! MHe U cocTpsinaTh-TO K CPOKY
HHUYEro HeKorja ObLJIo, Meub JO CUX Top He ToruieHa!

Karepuna co B3/10XOM IMOKavaja rojloBOM, 4yBCTBYs, KaK apHCTOKpAaTUYECKU# ronof Oeper
BEpX Haj MaHEpaMM:

— JlasiHO X, rOpe-TIOMOIITHUK, IONAEM. [ToKaskeIb, YTO U3 ChECTHBIX MPUIIACOB B 3aKPOMax
y Balllero rpo3Horo rpaga BooOIie nmMeeTcsl.

Panu takoro uckimountensHOro crydasi ViBan ObICTpo 32011 BO JBOPE KUPHYIO YTKY U UICKYCHO
3amnek e€ B Meur ¢ COYHBIMH, APOMATHBIMH HATMBHBIMU S10JI0KaMU. MoJiople JTIou, Hallpoyb 1Mo3a-
OBbIB O COCJIOBHBIX Pa3JIMUMsX, YCTPOWIM ceOe HACTOSIIMIA POCKOIIHBIN nup. OHK Ge3 mMaseIero
3a3peHHsI COBECTH MO3APHJIKICH 1aKe Ha JIMYHBIA BUHHBIN MOrped CTpororo xo3suHa — VBaH nprHec
OTTY/1a 3arblICHHYI0 OYTHUIKY BBIICPKAHHOTO 3ar PAHUYHOTO BUHA.

IMocne ouepenHoro cepedpsiHOro kyoka Karepuna HakoHel NOJMHOCTBIO pacciadwiack. Jlene-
HsIllIee HaNpsiKeHUe NIOCTEHUX IHEeH TIOCTETIEHHO OTITYCTUIIO e€, PUsITHAsI, TeIIasi Hera pasiiniiach
T0 YCTaBILIEMY, UCTIJIAKAHHOMY Teny. B 3TOT MUT 00BIYHOE kEHCKOe JOOOIBITCTBO B3sUIO BEPX Haj
JEBUYbEN OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

— Bor pacckaxu MHe, MIBaH, — THX0, BKpaJUMBO Havyajia OHa, OAIEPEeB MIJIOBUIHYIO IEKY
JIAZIOHBI0 M 3araJIOYHO TSI/ HAa TIApHS CKBO3b IUISIIYINIEe I1aMsl cBeud. — Thl Beb TOXE 37eCh,
B 9TOM IJIyXOM, OTPE3aHHOM OT MHpa JIOMe, HaXOIUIIIbCs He TI0 cBoeid Bosie? Heyskenu 3ToT HeoTé-
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CaHHBIM, 3JI0M MYXJIaH CUJION 3aCcTaBUII TeOst ceOe MPUCITYKUBATh U OE3POINOTHO TEPIETh €ro TUKU,
3BEpUHbIN HpaB?

— Her, cynapbiHs. Bel TyT B KOpHE He TIpaBbl, — XMEJIbHO Ka4HYJ TOJIOBOM MOJIOJION CITyTa,
aKKypaTHO CTaBsI OIyCTEBIIHNIA KyOOK Ha TyOoBbIi cTos. — Korga MHe e1Ba MCTIONHIIIOCHh TPUHAIATD
JIeT, 1 B OJIUH YepHBIN JIeHb JIMIIWICS BOOOIIE BCeX CBOMX POMHBIX. KpyIJbIM CUpOTOM Ha yiuiie
ocTajcs, Mo MUpy nodupascs, Xpucra paau npocwi. A rocnogud Hukura HukomaeBnu torma cam
elre COBceM I0H ObLT, HO CXKaJIMJICSA HAJI0O MHOM, cupbiM. OO0Trpes1, OTMBLT U B3sUT K ceOe Ha YeCTHYIO
cyx0y. CHavasa-To 51 KW MPUIIEBAIOYH B OOraTOM JIOME €r0 POJHOTO ASITU. A KaK MOAPOC HEMHOTO,
na kak Hukuta HukonmaeBn4 BakHbIE YMHBI 3aCTYKHJI M OTCTPOMJI TO 3arOPOAHOE TIOMECTbe, OH
cpagzy 3a0pan MeHs k cede. Tak uto s emy 1Mo rpod Ku3HU 00s13aH, OH UICTUHHBII MOU CIIACUTE]Tb.

Karepuna BHMMaTe/IbHO, 3aTauB JbIXaHHUE, BHICTYIIAIA €ro OECXUTPOCTHBIN pacckas. B rpyau
e€ IMeBeJbHYIOCh CTPaHHOE, JBOSIKOE, IMyrailiee YyBCTBO. 3HAUUT, ITOT OEe3IKAJIOCTHBIA Majiad,
HArJ0 MOXUTUBIINK e€ Cpely HOUM, KOrJa-TO yMeJl MPOsIBISITh UCKPEHHEee, TIIYOOKOe COCTpaJaHue
K 00e3107IeHHbIM?

O6pa3 Bpara TpecHy1, sIBJsis €€ B30py KMBOTO, CIIOKHOTO U OTTOTO el1ie 0osiee OMacHOro MyK-
YUHY.

— UBaH, s BcE-Taku HUKAK HE MOTY B3SITh B TOJIK. .. — THXO, IIOYTH IIETIOTOM CITIPOCHJIA OHA,
HAKJIOHSISICh OJIMIKe, TAK UTO apoMar e€ pacHylleHHbIX BOJIOC KOCHYJICS JIMIA apHs. — [lj1s1 dero s
31ech 3arnepra? 3aueM si, OObIYHAsT OapBIIIHS, BOOOIIE eMy MTOHa100MIach?

— T'ocrioka, BOT 9TOTO 1, BUAUT OOT, He Be/Ial0, — YeCTHO U OTKPBITO MTPU3HAJICS TIAPEHb, e/1Ba
BOpOYAsI OTSIKENIEBIINM SI3BIKOM.

OT BBIITUTOrO KPEMKOro 3aMOPCKOT0 BUHA U3 0apCKHX 3aKPOMOB CJIyTy BAPYT Havyaja mpoou-
parhb riyxas, yactasi ukota. B rmazax VMBaHa 3aMeTHO MOMYTHIIOCH, TOJIOBA HAJIMJIACH CBUHIIOM, U €10
OKOHYATEJIbHO, OECIIOBOPOTHO Pa3MOPHJIO TOCIIe M3HYPHUTENIBHOTO TpyaoBoro nHs. Koe-kak nmpuBa-
JIMBIIUCH CIIMHOW K TeTJION OpeBeHYaTol cTeHe KyXHU, VIBaH CajKo 3eBHYJI, MIPUKPBLT I71a3a U B
Ty K€ MHUHYTY 3aCHYJI KPEIIKUM, OOraTbIpCKUM XMeJIbHBIM CHOM. TIOpEMIIMK U3 HEro Tenepb ObLT
HUKAKOM, a KJIIOYHU OT 3aBETHON CBOOOIBI CTAJIN JIETKON JOOBIUEH.

Karepuna, 4yBCTBYys, Kak IO BEHaM pas3iuBaeTcs Oe3ylepkHoe, Nep3Koe JMKOBaHHUE,
MOCTENTHO OCYIIUJIA 0 THA ellé OIuH cepeOpsHbId KyOOK. Teprkuii XMenb MTHOBEHHO YyIapwi B
rOJIOBY, HalIpOUb BBIMETAsi OCTATKH Mapau3yIoNIero CTpaxa u Japysl M3HeKEHHOW JEBYIIIKE COBEp-
[IIEHHO Oe3yMHYI0, MAJIBHYI0, YHCTO JBOPSHCKYIO XpadpocTh. C TBEPION, HEMPEKJIOHHON PEelIMO-
CTBIO BO UTO ObI TO HH CTAJIO BBIOPATLCS M3 ITOrO KanmkaHa, OHa TPUyM(aJIbHO BHITPAMUIIACH, TIOOe-
JOHOCHO BCKHHYJIA MOAOOPOIOK U HAIIPABMJIACH MPSIMUKOM K IJTABHOMY BBIXOIY HA YJIMILY.

Kaxnplii e€ mar termepb ObUT HATIOJHEH TOPICIUBOM CIEChI0 PU3HAHHON KOPOJIEBHI, TIEPEuT-
paBlLe CBOETO Iajaya.

«$] MOKaxy 3TOMy BBHICOKOMEPHOMY, CIIECMBOMY JIECIIOTY, YEro sl CTOI0 Ha caMoM jene! — B
Ayllie OTYasiHHO, MoOeJHO JIMKoBaia KatepuHa, roTasi mbsiHbIE CIIE3bl TOPIOCTHU M PEBOCXOICTBA. —
Jymast cioMuTh MeHs1 rpyOBbIM XOJICTOM M rpsi3HbIME Tostamu ? He Ha Ty Hanaut! Kak e 3ToT mpokis-
TBIW, CAMOYBEPEHHBIN HETrOAsI YAUBUTCS, HE HaWsl MEHs 3/leCh paHHUM yTpom! Ero uzomipeHHsblit
TUIAaH PACCHITUIETCS] B TIpax MO BUHE JEBUYOHKH, KOTOPYIO OH mocuutai cnabo. ['ocrionu, kak Obl s
XOTeJIa XOTh OJJHUM IJIa3KOM TOIISIIETh HA pa304apOBaHHOE, MEPEKOIIEHHOE OT OECCHIIBHOM SIPOCTH
JIMIIO 3TOTO LAPCKOTO HEJOHOCKA !»

Crerka 1maTasich Ha HETIPUBBIYHO I'PyObIX KaOMyKax KECTKUX XOJIIOBBIX Ty(eslb U OTYAsTHHO
MPUIEPKUBASCh PYKaMU 3a TPOXJIaJHble TyOOBble KOJOHHBI MPOCTOPHBIX CEHEH, OHa CO BTOPOM
MIONBITKY C TPYAOM pacraxHyJia TSHKENTYI0 BXOAHYIO ABepb. M3 ITyXoi TEeMHOTHI JBOpa MaHsIIE Max-
HYJIO HOYHOW TPOXJIaJoi U chIpocThlo. KateprHa caenana pemmTenbHbIi Iar Brepel, HaBCTpedy
JKEeJIJAHHOU CBOOOJE, — M TYT Xke, IOTePsIB PABHOBECHE Ha MOPOTre, pyXHYJIa MPsSIMO B KPETIKKE, CTalb-
HBIe 00BSATHS BHE3AITHO BepHYBIIErocs rpada.
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— 3710... 3710 BHI?.. YTO BBHI 37€Ch A€NaeTe? — TOJIBKO U CMOIJIA UCITyTaHHO BBIMOJIBUTH OKOH-
yareJbHO onenmsinas Karepuna, 3acThiB B €0 pyKax.

— Boxe Moit, 1a OT Bac, MWIEIU, 32 BEPCTY PA3UT MOUM JIYUIIUM (PPaHITy3CKUM BUHOM! —
3J10BelIle, HO 63 MpeskHel JiefieH el 371006 ycMexHycst Hukura.

Ero onasnstiomiee gpixanue KOCHYIOCH e€ ryd. OH JIerko, TOYHO MYIIWHKY, MOAXBATU 3aXMe-
JIEBIIYIO JEBYIIKY HA CBOU IIMPOKUE, HATEKHBIE PYKH, HE MO3BOJISIS €i YIacTh B JOPOKHYIO TPSI3b.

— Bbl, 5 151Ky, TPOCTO 3aMeyaTesIbHO IIPOBOKTE BpeMst B MO€ oTcyTcTBHe. U nom 1o Grnecka
npudpany, u norpeda Mou pamuibHbIe MOTUUCTIIN. [IpriieskHast ciry)kaHKa, HIYEero He CKaKelllb.

Karepuna B 3T0T MUT ObUTa 20COIOTHO HE B CHJIAX HU SIPOCTHO MPOTUBUTHCS, HU TOPIO MPOTe-
croBarth. [IbAHAINMEA, 1ypMaHSIIKI TyMaH OJHOCTBIO OKYTaJl €€ YCTaBIIMI pa3yM, OTHUMasi OCTaTKU
BoM. Haripoub 3a0bIB B 3Ty CEKyHIY M O XKI'yueill HEHABUCTH, U O HEUCKYIUIEHHOW CMEpPTH MaTtepH,
OHA YMCTO MHTYUTHBHO, TOBUHYSCh KAKOMY-TO JPEBHEMY KEHCKOMY WHCTHHKTY Y WINA 3AIUTHI OT
HOYHOT'O XOJIO[[a, KPEeMKO 0OBMIJIA TOHKUMH PYKaMH €ro MyCKYJIUCTYIO HIEIO.

JleByIIka BceM TeJIOM MpefaHHO, Oe33allMTHO MpPUKajlach K CBOEMY MYUHTEINIO, YTHIKAsCh
HOCOM B €r0 CyKOHHBIN Ka(pTaH, MaxXHYIIMI OPOXOM, BETPOM, KOHSIMU | IOporuM tadakom. B sTom
JecTe He ObLIO TTOKOPHOCTY — ObUTa JIMIIb BHE3aIHAasl, TOPOYHast cl1aboCTh nepen JIMIIOM HEOJ0IH-
MOW MY’KCKOM cribl. HUKMTa Ha MTHOBEHHME HAIPSTcs, €ro PyKH CKAJIUCh CUIIbHEe, MpkKUMas e€ K
rpyaM ouTtH 1o 00, a B T1a3ax rpada moisIXHYJIO TEMHOE, XUIITHOE TIaMs.

Hukuta Momya, ¢ TsSKenbiM, TMPEPHIBUCTHIM B3I0XOM TOIHSUJICS MO CKPUITYyYel JepeBsIHHOM
JIECTHUIIE Ha BTOPOH 3Tax. OH 3aHeC MOIYCOHHYIO IEBYIIKY B €€ HOBYIO CBETJIYIO KOMHATY 1 O€pPekHO
YJIOXKUJT Ha MATKYIO, XPYCTSIIYIO IocTesb. Ero cuibHbIe masblibl Ha YIUBJIEHUE JIOBKO U OBICTPO pac-
MYCTHJIM TYTYIO IIIHYPOBKY KpecThsiHCKOro capadana. Ilomoras et cOpocHUTh TsIKENBIN MOA0M, OH
YKyTaJl TUICHHUITY TEIUIBIM ITyXOBBIM OJESUIOM M YCTAJIO OIYCTHJICSI Ha CaMblid Kpail KpoBaTH, He Ha
IIYTKY BBIMOTABIIVCH HAa TAWHOM roCyapeBoi ciryxoe.

— Bbl... BBl HEBO3MOXHBIN, CTpalllHbIN yesioBek! f1 Bac Bceil cBoell Aymioi mpesupaio! —
MOBEPHYBIIMCH K HEMY Ha OOK U IJIsi/sl Ha rpada CKBO3b IUIBIBYIIMI MEpe/ I71a3aMu XMeJIbHON TyMaH,
Kalpu3HO, COBCEM T10-/IeTCKH mposeneTana Karepuna.

Ona norpITanack ObUIO IPO3HO MOTPO3UTH EMY XPYIKUM KYJIAUKOM, OTCTauBast OCTATKUA CBOETO
JABOPSIHCKOTO IOCTOMHCTBA. HO B 9TOT MOMEHT TOHKas IIEJIKOBasl COPOUKA MpeJaTeIbCKi COCKONb3-
HyJIa C OKPYIJIOTO TUIeYa, OTOJIsisl HEXKHYIO OeTyIo KOKY U COONa3HUTENTbHBIN U3rU0 IPyIu.

Hukurta Ha cekyHIly 3amep, MepecTaB AblaTh. B3risg ero MrHOBEHHO MOTEMHEJI, HAITOJTHUB-
IIACh TYCTBIM, OMAacHBIM MpakoM. OH OCTOPOXKHO, e[lBa MPHUKACASCh, TIOTSHYJ 32 CKOJIL3KYIO Ope-
TEJIbKY, BO3Bpalllasi COPOYKY Ha MECTO.

— W uto MHe Tenephb ¢ TOOOM JenaTh, ero3a? — HErpoOMKO, CJIOBHO Y CaMoro cedsi, CIIpOCHIT
OH, HEOTPHIBHO BCMaTPHBAsICh B €€ KPacHUBOE, JTUXOPAJOUYHO pacKpacHeBieecs Juio. — C ogHou
CTOPOHBI, MHE Belb UICKPEHHE, M0-4eJI0BeYeCKHU KaJlb TeOs1, Oe3BUHHYIO Aymry. Ho kak nHadve. .. Kak
MHa4Ye MHE 3aCTaBUTb TBOETO IMOAJIOTO OTIa BO BCEM MPU3HATHCS U BBIAATh TallHOMY MpHKa3y CBOM
YepHbIE 3arOBOpPbI?

OH n1acKOBO, C HEMPHUBBIYHOM, MyTAIONIEH €ro CaMoro HeKHOCTBIO MOIPABUII PACTPETIaHHBIH
TEMHBII JIOKOH, YIaBUIMI Ha €€ TeIUTyIO IIEKy. A 3aTeM €ro CyxoM, MO3OJMCTbIN Majel MEAJEHHO,
el[Ba OIIyTUMO MPOBEJ MO €€ MyXJIbIM, 30BYIIUM I'y0aM U TUIABHO CITYCTHJICS K O€33allTHOM, Tpe-
nentyinei mee. KareprHa cynopoxHO B3/I0XHYJA, HO HE OTCTPaHMJIACh, OKOHYATEILHO COIPeBasiCh B
Jydax ero BHE3alHOTro, OOXHUTraloIIero Teria.

JleByIika 3amMepra, CJIOBHO OKaMeHEB TI0]] STUM TMITHOTHUYECKUM, CBOASIIIUM C yMa ITPUKOCHO-
BeHMeM. Best e€ Obliast IpoCTh M HAITyCKHAsI CIIECh BMUT KyJa-TO UCTIAPWIIUCh, OCTABUB JIMIIIb 3Be-
HAIyIo mycToTy. OHA HEOTPHIBHO, KaK 3aBOPOKEHHAsI, BIVISIIBIBAJIACH B €70 PE3KUE, MYKECTBEHHBIC
YepThl B 3bI0KOM MOJIyMpaKe KOMHATHI M CYIOPOKHO, MEJITIEHHO OOJTM3HYJIa MIEPECOXIIINE I'yObl, 0XKH-
Aasi 4ero-To Hen30eKHOTO, POKOBOTO U ITyTaIOIIEro.
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— BBl yKacHbIi, CTpaIIHBIA YEJIOBeK... — YK€ COBCEM THXO, €/IBa CJIBIIIHO, 0e3 MpekHen
3BEHSIIEH 3/I0CTH BBIJJOXHY/Ia OHA CBOM U3BEUHBIe OOBUHEHUSI, KOTOpHIE TeNephb 3ByJasii CKopee Kak
Mob0a o nomae. — KecTokuil, 6ecuyBCTBEHHbIN TUPaH. . .

He B cunax Gosbliie BBIHOCUTH COOJTa3HUTENBHOTO, MAHSINETO BUIA U JPa3HSIIend OIM30CTH
XMeJIbHOM IIeHHUIbI, HUKuTa OKOHUYaTeIbHO NOTEPST KOHTPOJIb. OTHUM PE3KUM, MOIIHBIM JIBUKE-
HHEM OH IPUBJIEK €€ MOAATIMBOE, TPerenlyliee Tejao K cebe U BIaCTHO, OOXKHUTaloIe BITUICS B €€
ryOBI TIOTIeTyeM.

Karepuna B camyIo niepByIo CeKyH 1y MOMbITANACh ObLIO IO MPUBBIYKE 32y TIPSIMHUTBCS, 3aUIIAS
OCTaTKHU AeBUYbel yecTu. OHa 3aIlyCTrIa CBOU MaJIbLibl B €70 TYCThIE, paCcTpeNnaHHble BOJIOCHI, yIep-
J1ach JIAJOHSIMHU B IIMPOKYIO, TBEPAYIO KaK TPAHUT IPydb, TIIETHO MBITASICh OTTOJIKHYTh OT ce0sl 3Ty
6e3yMHyI0 JlaBuHY cTpact. Ho e€ poOKHii MpOTecT JUIUIICS COBCEM HeloNro. [10JTHOCThIO MOJYMHKB-
IIMCh HOYHOMY TIOPBIBY U IypMaHsAIIEMY BUHHOMY XMEJII0, AEBYIIKA IIIyMHO B3/I0XHYJIa U OTBETUJIA
Ha 3TOT IPEXOBHBIN, 3aIIPETHBINA OLETYH.

Ona otyasiHHO, O 0OJMM B CycTaBax MPHKadach K MOJOJOMY YeJIOBEKYy, MIIa CIACeHUsl OT
Tep3aBIlIero e€ JIeJEeHSIIero OJMHOYECTBa U cTpaxa. M 3TOoT HeOXUJaHHBIM, KapKUWA OTBET CTal
1uist HUKUTBI camoii HacTosIIIe!, yIOUTeIbHOW U OJHOBPEMEHHO MYUYMTEIbHOU MIBITKOW, CKUTAIOIEH
JOT/1a BCE €r0 XJ1aJHOKPOBHBIE IJIAHBI.

— Magawm, Bbl BJOOABOK KO BCEMY MEPTBELKU MbsIHbI! — € O'POMHBIM TPYIOM, XPHUIUIO U
TSDKEJIO JIBIIIA, OTCTPAHWIICS HaKoHell oT He€ rpad. OH OTYasHHO MBITAJICS B3STh ce0sl B pyKH, BO3-
3BaTh K OCTATKaM TPE3BOT0 pa3yma 1 4ecTi. — Bbl jke cama 3aBTpa noyTpy Oynere ropbko, 6e3y TeIHO
kaJeTh 0 cofesiHHOM! Bbl TpoKJIsiHETE MEHS C HOBOM CHIION !

Ho Karepuna y:xe okoHuaTe1bHO BOIILIa BO BKYC 3TOH onacHou Urpsl. LlenoBartbes ¢ 3TUM Hajl-
MEHHBIM, IMKMM M IyTaiolle CUJIbHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM €l OHPAaBUJIOCh IO IPOXKHU B KOJIEHSX, 10 Clla-
JOCTHOTO ymMoroMpadeHusi. B e€ nieomynpeHHOM, HEN30aJI0BAaHHOM TeJIe OJMH 3a IPyTHM IPOChITIa-
JIMCh TaliHbIE, 3aITPETHBIE U BJIACTHBIE JKeIaHus. B mopbiBe TO 1 6€3yMHOM, OCIIETUISIONIEN CTPacTH,
TO JIM XMEJIBHOTO yrapa OHa HEMCTOBO, BOIIPEKHU BCSKOMY 3/1paBOMY CMBICTY XOTesa MOAJAThCS UM
MIpsIMO ceryvac.

E€ 3akoHHbIi sxeHux Mimoma no cpaBHEHHIO C STUM HIMPOKOILJICYMM, ABIIIAIINAM MepBOObIT-
HOW CHJIOW MYKYMHOHM Kazajics Tereph MPOCTO MUJIBIM, OECIIOMOIIHBIM U HEBHIHOCUMO CKYYHBIM
KOTEHKOM. COBEPIIEHHO HE BCIYIIUBASCh B TUXUE, IPEJOCTEPETAIOIIME CJI0BA CBOETO MOXUTUTEIS,
Karepuna cama, co 3ByUHBIM XMEJIbHBIM CMEIIKOM, BHOBb IIOBUCJIA HAa €ro MycKyiucroi mee. OHa
YIIPSIMO, KalPU3HO MOICTABIIsLIA CBOM MPUITYXIIFE, MBUIAIOIIKE TYOBI JIIs1 HOBOTO, ellle Oosiee rryoo-
KOTO MOLEJTYSI.

Huxkura Gonbiiie He cMor 60poThest ¢ coO0M. JlereHIapHBIN JKeJIe3HbI CAMOKOHTPOJb CypO-
BOTO I71aBbl TallHOM KaHIIEISIPUM PyXHYJI, pa3JieTeBIIICh BAPeOe3ru B OAHO MrHOBeHHe. OH OTBETUI
Ha STOT JIep3KUi, MaHAIMNA PU3bIB CO BCEM HAKOMMBLIEWCS B €r0 M3PaHEHHOH Jyle HEMCTOBOW
CTPacThiO U MIIyXUM OIMHOYECTBOM. [l/leHHMIIa yyallleHHO, PEepPBHIBUCTO 3a/bllIajia, YyBCTBYS, Kak
MUP BOKPYT OKOHYATEJILHO TepsieT ouepTaHusi. OHa Kpenko, 70 00U BIWJIACh HOTTSIMH B €0 TYCThIE
TEMHbIE BOJIOCHl — €l O€3yMHO, OTUasSIHHO XOTEJIOCh IPOAOIKEHHS 3TON IPEXOBHON HOYHOW Maruw,
CTHAIOIIIEH TTPOILIoe U OyIyIiee.

[Non TakuM OTYASsIHHBIM, TUICHUTEbHBIM HAaTHCKOM HUKHTa OKOHYATeNbHO ciomaics, Oes-
BOJIBHO CIABIIIUCH HA MIJIOCTh CBOEH moOeAuTeTbHUIIBL. OTAaBITNCH BHE3ATHOM, Oy PHOM U BCENOTIIO-
IIAIOIIEH CTPacTH, OH MPoBEN ¢ KarepuHoii Beio 3Ty 6e3yMHYI0, IPEXOBHYIO HOUb 10 CAMOTO PaccBeTa.

«Bynp uto Oyner! — nMxopagovHo AyMas OH B 3bI0KOM MOyMpake, UCCTYIIEHHO CxXuMasi eé
B CBOUX KPEMKUX OOBATUSAX. — BCE paBHO HAIIM JIOPOTY PaHO WJIM TO3/IHO HABCEIZa pa3oMIyTCs.
Bcé€ paBHO OHa cTaHeT JII0TO HEHaBUJETh MEHS BCIO OCTaBILIYIOCS KU3Hb 32 CMEPTh MaTepH U Mepe-
HECeHHBIN 1o30p. Tak mycTh 3Ta HOUb Oe3pa3AeIbHO MPUHAICKUT TOIBKO HaM».

Ho Karepuna B 3T MUHYTHI [T0JTy4ajia HOMCTUHE HECKA3aHHOE, CIaJ0CTHOE YIOBOIbCTBHE. Eil
ObLIIO COBEPILIEHHO Oe3pa3IMvHO, YTO MPUHECET C COOOM CYpOBOE, HEYMOIMMOE YTPO. DTOT TUKUM,
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OMACHBIA MYXYHMHA JApui el HeBeloMoe Jocese OaXkeHCTBO, OT KOTOPOro KpyKHJIach TojloBa U
cJIaJIko 3amupa’o cepaue. E€ nogamimsBoe, MCTOCKOBaBILEECs M0 JIACKE TEJO MO/ €r0 YMEJIBIMU, CUJIb-
HBIMH PyKaMM YyTKO OT3bIBAJIOCh Ha KaXK0€ ropsiuee NpukocHoBeHue. OHO TpeneTaio, CJIOBHO HaTSI-
HYTbIE CTPYHBI JOPOTOM 3arpaHUYHOM JIOTHH, POKIAIOIINE YapyIOIKie, CO3BYYHbIE CTPACTU aKKOPIBI.

310 OBLIO BOCXUTUTEIIHHO U Tyraiomie. HUKuTy tenephb Hesb3s ObUIO ake OMM3KO PaBHSATH C
e€ 3aKOHHBIM ;keHUXOM. itbst Ha poHe rpada Kazasics JUIb OJieJHBIM, HEONBITHBIM IOHIIOM, CYIITUM
COIUTSIKOM TI0 CPABHEHUIO C STUM MCKYIIEHHBIM, BIACTHBIM U YBEPEHHBIM B ceOe MyxunHou. Kare-
pVHA TIOJTHOCTHIO, Oe3 OCTaTKa pacTBOPUIIACH B 9TOM CTUXUITHOW HOYHOU Oype.

Hakoner, korza nepBbie MpeIpaccBETHBIE JIyYl POOKO KOCHYJHMCH BHICOKMX OKOHHBIX CTEKOJ,
JEBYIIKA 3aCThlIa B TOJHOM, M3HEMOXEHHOM OnaxeHcTBe. OHa HEXHO, CIIOBHO JIACKOBAsl KOIIIKa,
MIPUJIbHYJIa BCEM TEJIOM K €ro IMPOKOHM, MEPHO B3/IBIMAIOIIEHCS IPyaH 1 3a0bUIach TITyOOKUM CHOM.

— XoT4 51 Bac Mo-npexHeMy UCKPEHHE, BCE TyIION HEHABIIKY . .. 9TO ObUIO YyAECHO, — €J1Ba
CJIBIIITHO, B TOTy3a0BIThH MTpoOopMoTaia KarepuHna, 3akpbiBast 171a3a 1 OKOHYATEIbHO MPOBAIMBASICH
B INIyOOKUH, CIIACUTEIIbHBIA COH.

Hukurta THXO ycMmexHyscs, ciymiast e€ Oe3MsATe)KHOe COHHOe Jpixanue. OH Kpermue Mmpuxka
K cebe CBOIO MpeKpacHylo, 0e33alMTHYIO TUICHHUILY, YIUBAsCh €€ JKUBBIM, JOBEPUUBBIM TETLJIOM.
Ho cam rpad emi€ ouenb 101ro He MOr COMKHYTh IJ1a3. OH HEMOJABMKHO JIekKaJl B IIPEJPacCBETHOM
MOJIyMpaKe, OTPENIeHHO IJIs/1sl B TIOTOJIOK M HAIIPSKEHHO MIPOAYMBbIBasi 10 MEJTbYaNIIINX, OMAaCHBIX
JeTase TiaH JaJbHeUIINX IMUOHCKUX JEUCTBUH MPOTUB €€ OTIA.

«AX, MIIOE, CTPOIITUBOE CO3JAaHUE. .. Thl MEHS MPEe3Upacllib U MPOKJIUHAEIIb, HO TBOE TEJIO
yXke IPUHAIICKUT MHE, — MPAaYHO JlyMaJl OH, BCMAaTpUBAsCh B €€ paccaadieHHOe, OUMCTUBILEECS OT
rHeBa Jmio. — W 9To ke MHe Ternepk, rperHomy, aeath ¢ Toooi? Kak yoepeusb Tedst ot Toit OypH,
KOTOPYIO 5 CaM K€ U IIPU3BaJl Ha TBOIO TOJIOBY 7»

[MozaaumM, gymHbM yTpoM KateprHa pe3ko OTKpbLia 1j1a3a. XMellb OJHOCTBIO, 6e3BO3BPATHO
BBIBETPHJICS U3 TOJIOBBI, U IEBYIIIKA, MTHOBEHHO BCIIOMHHMB BCE MIOCTBIIHBIE IETAJIU TIpoLIeAliei Oyp-
HOW HOYH, TYCTO, IO CAMbIX KOHYMKOB YIIIEH 3aJIMjIach IMyHIIOBOM Kpackoil. Hacrosmmii, oOxura-
IOLTUH TIOXKap KIydero CThiia Onaawi e€ OJeHbIe IeKH, 3aCTaBUB Cep/lle MAaHMYECKU 3a0UThCS B
Tpyau.

«Kakoit HembiciMblii 1030p! Kakoill crpamiHblii, HECMBIBaE€MBIII Tpex IHepel NaMsAThIO
marymiku! [ocriony moMuityi, Kak s Teriepb Oy[y CMOTPETh B XOJIOJHBIE TJIa3a 3TOMY OeCuyBCTBEH-
HoMy uelnioBeky?! Boxke moit, Boxke, 4to 1, 6e3yMHas1, HATBOpHJIa!» — B IMKOM y’Kace W JyIIEBHOM
packoJjie JyMasa OHa, 3aJlaMbIBasi TOHKME MaJIblIbl.

Ei1 xotenock cuio %e MUHYTY CKBO3b 3€MJIIO IMPOBAIUTHCA. KaTtepuHa ¢ rosioBoil HaKkpbulach
TSDKEJIBIM TTYXOBBIM OJIESITIOM, MAJIOAYIIIHO MPSYach OT O€3KaJOCTHOTO, SIPKOTO COJTHEYHOTO CBETa,
KOTOPBIN CJIOBHO OONTMYAT e€ MajeHue.

B 3T0T MOMEHT B 1y0OBYIO 1BEph KOMHATHI HETPOMKO, JIETMKATHO MOCTydaiu. B oOpa3zoBas-
IIyIOCsI IIeJTh POOKO 3aryIsiHY.T 3aCMaHHbIN, 3aMyJYeHHBIN BUepalineii yoopkoii VBan:

— Karepuna, cynapsiHs, npocsinainTech! Vike sICHbIN JIeHb Ha ABOPE, Y HAC C BaMU CETOHS
OISATH MHOTO Pa0OTHI IO JIOMY.

— Arge... rae 3tot aecnot?! §I He Xouy, 51 HE BBIHECY BCTPEYU C HUM ! — B IAHMYECKOM CMSITe-
HUM U MyYUTEJTHHOM CMYIIIEHUU TIOYTH BHIK PUKHYJIA TUIEHHUIIA U3-TI0J] CBOETO HAJIC)KHOTO YKPHITHS.

— TlNocrionun Hukurta HukonaeBud paHo yTpom, elre 3aJ10Jro 10 paccBera, yexana B TaiHbIi
MPUKa3, — MOCIMEMWI M0-100pOMYy YCIIOKOUTh €€ BepHbIid cimyra. — CKasaj, 4ToObl CerofHs /10
caMoM TJTyXOl HOuM ero jioma He xjaamu. Ciryxk0a y HUX HbIHYE CypoBasi-C.

— Ox, cnapa te6e ['ocoqu! Kak xoporo-1o... — KateprHa ¢ ri1y00KuM, UCKPEHHUM 00JIer-
YEeHUEM BBIJIOXHY/Ia U HAKOHEI] HePEIIMTEIbHO CKIHYJIA C JIMIA OJesIo, II0Tas )KUBUTEJIbHBINA BO3-
ayx. — $1... g ouenb rononHa, iBan. Haunem yoopKy, HO TOJIBKO TOC/Ie CHITHOTO 3aBTpaka. 1 paau
BCEro CBSITOrO — HUKAKOro BuHa! bosibilie HU equHOM Karum!
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— VX B 3TOM-TO OyJbTe COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHBI, OapbIITHS. X03WH MEHS CErO/iHsI Ha CaMOM
paccBeTe Tak CTPAIIHO OTYUTAJ 32 PA3OPEHHBIN BUHHBIN NOTpeod, UTo 5 Tenephb TyJa HU-HU, OJIU3KO
HE TOfIONY, — YIPIOMO ¥ OOMKEHHO 3aMETHJT MOJIOJION YeNIOBEK, CYJOPOKHO MOXUMAs TiedyaMu 1
BCIIOMMHASI TSKEJIbIA, CBUHIIOBBIN B3MJIsA Tpada.

JleBylika OT HOBOW BCHBIIIKM CThIAA CHOBA Ha CEKYH/AY CHpATAIach MOJ IyXOBOE OJEsLIO.
E€ miexu OyKBaJIbHO ropesid OT HEBBIHOCHMOTO, yayIiamero cmyineHus. [Ipokisatee! Hukura Bcé
noHsu1. U Kak eil Teneph, CKaKUTe HA MIJIOCTh, IIPUBATHO OOBSICHATHCS C ITUM YesoBekoM? Bripo-
YeM, Kakoe ke 3TO HECKa3aHHOE CYaCThe, UTO CEroAHs OHa N30aBjieHa OT BCTPEYM CO CBOMM MYYH-
TeJIeM ¥ IOPOYHBIM JTIOOOBHUKOM.

KatepuHa ToporumBo oOmaumiack B CKPOMHBIN KPeCThsTHCKUU capadaH, HACKOpO mpuyecaa
pacTpenaHHble UICCUH-UY€PHBIE BOJIOCHI M TOPOILIMBBIM, LTy PLIAIIMM LIArOM CITyCTHJIach IO AEPEBSIH-
HOW JiecTHUIle BHU3. Eif OTYasTHHO XOTeJIOCh MOCKOpee 3arpy3uTh cedsl Tskesou (hu3ndeckoi pado-
TOH, YTOOBI OE3KAIOCTHO BHITPABUTD U3 TOJIOBBI HABS3UMBbIE, CJIAIOCTHBIE BOCIOMUHAHMSI O HOYHBIX
Jackax rpada.

OpHako, CTOWIO ei NMepecTynuTh MOPOr MPOCTOPHOM, 3AJIMTOM COJTHIIEM TOCTHMHOM, KaKk OHa
3amepiia Ha MecTe OT IIyOOKOW HeoXuIaHHOCTU. K e€ MCKpeHHeMy M3yMJIEHHIO, B KOMHATE, BOJIb-
TOTHO ¥ TO-XO3SICKHU PaCIONOKUBIINCH B TIIYOOKUX Kpeciax, HAXOIWIUCh IBO€ HE3HAKOMBIX, CTaT-
HBIX MY’KUMH B CTPOTMX BOEHHbIX KadpTaHax. OJJUH U3 HUX, YIIUTAHHBIA U KOPEHACTBIN, JIECHUBO KeBaJl
CYIIKY, IIYMHO 3alluMBasi €€ 4aeM, a BTOPOW, MOATSAHYTbIA, C TOHKUMH, XUIIHBIMU YepTaMHU JIUILIA,
BHUMAaTEJIbHO U3ydall KaKue-To OyMaru ¢ CypryuyHbIMH niedarsiMu TaliHOTo mpHKasa

Katepuna BOIpOCHTENBHO, C 3aMUpaHUEM CcepAlla NOCMOTpeNia Ha COINPOBOXK/ABIIEIO €€
WBana. Kto 3t monu? Heykenu HOBbIE Maayuu, MPUCIaHHbIe I0BEPIIUTH €€ MOoruoess?

— He nyraiitecy, Karepuna... cygapbiHsa. 9T rocnosa, opuuepsl KaHIEIspUU, BPEMEHHO
MOTOCTST y Hac B MoMecThe. [0CoarH Ha3HAuMI UX 17151 oOecrieyeHus Balllel JIMIHOM. .. 6e3omac-
HOCTH, — TIOCTIEIITHO, HEMHOT'O 3alIMHACh, MOSICHUJI CIIyTa.

OH BMHOBATO MepeBeJ B3IUISL] Ha IPUTUXILIMX BOCHHBIX, [IOHUMAasl, HACKOJIbKO (hasIbIINBO 3BY-
YMT 3TO onpasjanre. Makcum 1 Kupuiii oiHOBpeMEHHO MOJHSIN TOJIOBbI ¥ IPUCTAJIBHO YCTABUIIUCh
Ha JIEBYILIKY, pay KOTOPOI OHM BCIO HOUb, HE KaJlesl KOHEH, CKaKaIyd M0 BECEHHEH Ips3HU.

— TloiinemMTte OTKyIIaeM Ha TOCIIOACKOM TOJIOBHHE, — TIOCIEII Pa3psauTh OOCTAaHOBKY
NBan.

OH pagynHbIM, HO CJIETKa CYETJIMBBIM JKECTOM MPUITIACKIT HEXKJAHHBIX TOCTEN U 3aCTHIBILYIO
Karepuny npoiiTu B IpOCTOpPHYI0, IaXHYILYIO JEPEBOM CTOJIOBYIO.

«Hy nma, koHe4Ho, mpocTo rocTAT OHM 31ech! OOBIYHBIE MUPHBIE TIOCTOSIBIBI! — TOPBKO, C
r1yOOKOW 00MIoN Ha camy ceOsi KOpWia B MBIC/ISIX TUIEHHHMIIA, TIOKOPHO MIarasi o KOpuaopy. —
[IpucraBui 3TOT U3BEPT CBOMX BEPHBIX, LIEMHBIX UIIeEeK. ByayT Tenepp TeHbIo MO MATaM XOIUTb, CTe-
peub Kaxapiid B310X. CeanTb, 9TOOBI 51 M3 3TOTO MPOKJIATOrO KarKkaHa Ha CBOOO/Y He BBIPBAJIACh. . .
Tlocniony MuIocepaHbIN, J1a Kak ke s MOIJIa TaK CJIEeTo, TaK Oe3yMHO IOBEPUTHLCS ITOMY UYeJIOBeKy ?!
['mynasi, HauBHAs IEBYOHKA, MTPEIABINAsI MaMsATh MATYIIKH. .. YTO e Thl HATBOPWJIA STOH HOYBIO. . .»

— Hy nakoserr-to, ciaBa Tede ['ocogu! A TO s OT 3TUX CTOJUYHBIX JIOITPOCOB yKe C TOJIOLY
TYT 32KMBO ITOMHUPAI0, — IPOMOIJIACHO U PAIOCTHO OYpKHYJ ynUTaHHbI Kupu.

OH nepBbIM OECIIEpeMOHHO 3allieN B CTOJIOBYIO, IIYMHO BTSTMBAasi HOCOM YIOUTENIbHBIE apo-
MarTbl CBEXKEHCIIEYEHHOTO XJ1e0a. 3a CBOI0 HEYeMHYI0, He K MECTY TPOSIBJICHHYIO IIPBITh TOJICTSK TYT
e YIOCTOWIICS] OYEPETHOTO JIESTHOTO, PE3PUTEILHOTO B30pa OT IIaraBIlero ciegoM Makcuma.

— Yrto?! — 0OMkKEeHHO MPOTSHYJ KOPEHACTHIN oduriep.

OH 06epHyIICcSl K BEpHOMY TOBApHIIly C ICKpeHHUM HefnoyMenueM. Kaxercsi, Kupwun nevicteu-
TEJILHO HE MOHUMAJI, YeM OISATh IPOBUHUJICS NE€PE]] CTPOTMM HAlIAPHUKOM.

— To1, Kupwiut, KpoMe Kak O CBHITHOM eJie, MOXeIlb BOOOIe B CBOEH KU3HU O 4EM-HUOYIb
JeJIbHOM AyMaTh? — BIIOJIT0JIOCA, C pa3ApakeHneM npoopyai Makcum.
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OH aKkKypaTHO MpHCEST Ha TSDKEJIbINA IePeBSHHBINA CTYJI, PUBBIYHBIM JIBUKEHUEM TTOTPABIsis
MOPTYTIEIO.

— Hy... Xopoiio 0bl emg¢ nocrnars YacUKOB MATh HA MEPUHE, — CJIAAKO MOTATUBASICh BCEM
CBOMM MAaCCHBHBIM, OOTaTHIPCKUM TEJIOM, JIEHUBO U 6€33a00THO napupoBast Kupusu.

Makcum uiis 06ped€HHO moKada royioBoit. OH mpociienoBan 3a IBaHOM K HAK pITOMY CTOITY,
W30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh JIMIITHUN pa3 BOOOIIE HE CMOTPETh Ha OJIeHYI0, TPUTUXIIYIO AeBYIIKY. Odu-
tiepy TaitHOro nprikaza ObUIO HEBBIHOCHUMO, JI0 IJTyXOM JYIIEBHOW OOJM CTHIIHO Iepe] 3Toi 6e33a-
IIUTHOM O1aropoIHON GaphIlTHEH, KOTOPYIO OHU CTEPErN KaK JOOBITY.

[lepen ero rmaszamu [0 cUX MOP B MEIbYAMIIMX AETAJISAX CTOSUT TSKEJNBIN, MPEpPacCBETHBIN
pasroBop ¢ Hukuroii. ['pad BepHyscs co aBopa cam He cBoil. OH npeObIBa B MOJTHEHIIIEM, JUKOM
CMSITEHUM — B TaKOM IIyTaloIlIeM Xaoce MbICiel, Kakoro MakcuM He BUZEN y CBOErO KOMaHIupa co
BPEMEH CaMBIX )KECTOKMX M KPOBABBIX MOJITABCKUX CPAKEHH.

«Makcum, Opar Tbl MOM. .. Sl TYT TaKMX CTpAlIHBIX, HETIOMPABUMBIX O/l HaBopoTH1! YuCThIi
Oec momyTa, Aynry cryou!» — XpUIUIO BOCKJIMKHYJI TOra rpad, easa nepecTynuB Mopor CBOEro
CYJeUCKOro KabuHeTa.

OH B nMaHMKe COpBaJl C HIMPOKUX IIEY CYKOHHBII KaTaH U B SIPOCTH LIBBIPHYJ €0 MPSMO
Ha 1yOOBBIH MOJT.

«Yro cmyunnock, apyr moi? [la Ha Tebe nua Het, poBHO MepTBen! ['oBopr Tonkom!» — He
Ha IIYTKY BCTPEBOXKMICS MaKcMM, MTHOBEHHO MOIHUMAsICh HABCTPEYY KOMAaHAMUPY U BIJISABIBASICH
B €r0 MEPEKOILIEHHOE OT TAHOI0 11030pa JIULIO.

«Buepa 51 BepHyJcs 32 ostHOUB. U mpencTaBb: NpsiMoO B MOM OOBSATHS MAAET 3Ta CTPONTHBAS
neBvyoHKa! XoTena TalHO YJAM3HYTh U3 MOMECThsl. Maio Toro — oHa Oblla B CTEJIbKY MbsiHA!» —
JIMXOPAOYHO, CPBIBAsI FOJIOC HA IIETIOT, BhIAbIXaT HUKUTA, 0:KeCTOUEHHO B3hEPOIINB BOJIOCH.

«Hy u?..» — BCTpEBOXEHHO M HETEepIeNMBO NepeOrs ero COPaTHUK, YyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPU
BCE CKMMAETCS OT JIypHOTO, JIMIIKOTO MPEIIyBCTBHS.

«Hy... oTHEC €€ B OKOU U MPOCTO He yaepsKascs, noHnMaenb? OHa ObUla TaK HEBBIHOCHMO,
MOPOYHO coOMa3HuTeNbHA. [la M cama... cama oka3ajach COBCEM HE MPOTUB, OTBETWJIA Ha TOlLle-
Hyﬁ. L

«locriou momuny#! Tel ommancs rpexoBHoMy mopeiBy?! [la 310 ke uucteiiinee Oe3ymue,
Huxkwra, kpax Bcemy!» — Makcum B OJUIMHHOM Y:Kace BCIUIECHYJI pyKaMu, IIarHyB Ha3al.

«Bort-BoT. Tenepb yma He PUIIOKY, KaKk ObITh Jasibliie. MHe Hy)KHO CPOYHO yeXaTh B IIPUKa3,
OCTBITh, COOpATh BOSIUHO pa30MThie MBICIU. A ThI IPUTTISAM TYT 32 HEW M 32 JIOMOM, YMOJISIIO», — C
STUMH Iy TaHBIMU, CyMOYPHBIMU cI0BaMU HUKHTA CHIETITHO MOKUHYJI CYAEHCKHI KaOMHET, C TPOXOTOM
3axXJIOMHYB 32 COOOH TSKEyIO IBEPb.

MakcuM Toraa Tak ¥ OCTajIcsl CTOSITh IOCPEIU ITCTOM KOMHATBI, COBEPIIEHHO OLIapaIllEeHHbIN U
OITyCTOIIeHHBIN. UTO 3a cymacIiiecTBre TBOPUTCS B 9TUX cTeHax ? HacTosiuii, 6e3yMHBIN BOJIEBUIIb,
MaxXHYIIUKA TOPOXOM M TAllHOM CTPacThlo, HE MHaye!

W3 3T0r0 Ts1KEN10r0, THETYINEero BOCIIOMUHAaHUS MakcrMa BHE3aIHO BbIAEPHYI TUXUH, pOOKUit
CTYK cepeOpsHoii JToKKHU. 3a ctosioM KareprHa TeM BpeMeHeM yKPaJKOi, CKBO3b I'YCThIE, TOApari-
BAIOIIME PECHUIIBI TOMJIsAbIBAIa Ha TIOTPYKEHHBIX B MOITYaHUE MYK4MH. UTO XK, €€ XUTPHIi TUIaH
C HOYHBIM MOOETOM OKOHYATEJIFHO MPOBAIWIICS B TapTapapsl, Pa3OMBIINCH O CYPOBYIO PEATbHOCTD.
ITOT AECHOTUYHBIN Ipad oKa3aics KyJa KOBapHee, YeM OHa Ipefrosiarajia: IpyucTaBul KapayJauThb
CBOMX BEPHBIX, IIEMTHBIX MTPUCTIEITHIKOB, TOTOBBIX BBITIOTHUTH JIIOOOM €ro KeCTOKUi pukas. bpaso,
rpacd, 6paso! JIymaeriin, Tbl TOOSIHIT?

Karepuna MbICTIEHHO CHOBA M CHOBa BO3BPAIIaiach K COOBITUSIM IPOIIIE/IIIEH rPeXOBHON HOUH,
¥ 3TOT MOPOYHBIA KPYT BOCHOMHHAHUI MPUYHMHSIT € TIOUTH (PU3UYIECKYIO OOJTh.

«M 9t0 MeHsa B HEM Tak Oe3yMHO Biekyio? $I MpocTo ObUIa MEPTBEIKH IbsHA, TOJIBKO W
BCero! — cyaopoxkHo yOexaana oHa cama ceOs, 10 XpycTa JIoMasl MOf CTOJIOM TOHKHUE MajbIlbl. —
Kax BooO1116 MOXHO OBUTO BO3XKEJATh CBOETO 3/eHIero Bpara, Oe3mymmHoro nainavya? bpen! dukas,
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MOCTBIIHAS YYIIb! DTO BCE MPOKJIATOE 3aMOPCKOe BUHO BUHOBato. Hy 1 yropasamno xe teds, Kare-
puHa... Buzena b1 TeOs1 ceifuac HecuacTHasi MATYIIIKa».

Mawma... Tlpy OqHOI TONBKO MBICIHM O TIOKOWHOW POAMTENBHUIIE Y TUICHHHIIBI MIEPEeXBaTUIIO
IbIXaHKe, a K TOPJTy MOACTYIWII YAYILUTUBBIA KOM. BCTOMHHMB, UTO yiKe 3aBTpa COCTOSITCS] IOXOPOHBI,
a OHa, 3aKOHHasl JIBOPsIHKA, 3arepTa B UyKOM, XOJIOJHOM JIOME U JaXe He MOXKET MO-4eJIOBeYECKU
OTIATh MOCJIEHUI JOJIT U HABCET/Ia MOMPOIIATHCS C CaMbIM OJIM3KKM, POIHBIM YesioBekoM, KatepuHa
0e33By4yHO pazpbigasiack. OHa YKpaJKOH, MUMOJIETHBIM IBMKEHHEM CMaxHYJa TOPbKYI0, OOKHUTaI0-
Iyio ciesy, mosist bora, utoOsl 6auTesbHbIe oduiiepsl TaiiHOro MpruKaza HUYEro He 3aMETHJIH.

Koe-kak mo6narogapus VBaHa 3a CHITHBIN, HO CTaBIIMI MONEPEK ropia 3aBTPaK, OHA Pelld-
TEJIbHO MOHSJIACh, BBIIILIA U3-32 CTOJA ¥ CHOBA C JIMXOPAJA0YHBIM OKECTOUSHUEM ITPUHSLIIACH 32 TPsI3-
Hyl0 paboty. Eif )Kxu3HEeHHO HEOOXOAMMO OBUIO M3HYPHUThH CBOE TEJIO, YTOObI OTYASHHO, CUJIOH OTO-
THATh MPOYb T MPAYHbIE, YAYIIAIOIIAE TyMBI.

K camomy nosnynHio, OKOHYaTeIbHO BBIOMBIIIMCH U3 CUJI U JI0 KPOBHU COIIPaB HEXHbIE, HETIpU-
BBIYHBIE K TPYAY JIaJI0HU, HECYACTHAS TUICHHUIIA OECCUIIBHO OITyCTMJIACh HA MPOXJIAJHbIE CTYIEHH
IIIUPOKOM JIepeBSHHOM JieCTHHILIBI. OHa CUPOTIMBO OOXBATHJIA KOJIEHH PYKAMH U TSDKEJNIO, HaJPHIBHO
B3JIOXHYJIA, TJIsIs TIepe]] COOOH 3aCTHIBIIMM, OITYCTOIIEHHBIM B30POM.

— CynapbiHs, BaM. .. ObITb MOXET, YeM-TO TIOMOUYb? — HCKpPEHHe, 0e3 TeHH MPeKHEro opu-
LIEPCKOTO BHICOKOMEPHSI TOMHTEPECOBAJICS] TUXO MOJOIIe Ui MakchMm.

OH Bcé€ 3T0 10/ITO€ BpeMsl, 3aTauB JbIXaHNe, BHUMATEIbHO HAOMIOAAN 32 Hell M3 TEHH KOPUI0pa,
BTalfHe Mopaxasich €€ HecrudaeMoi, ICTUHHO TBOPSTHCKON CTOMKOCTH.

— Tlomorute MHe cOexaTh U3 3TOTO MPOKJISATOrO MECTa, — YCTaJIbIM, COBEPIIEHHO HAJIOM-
JIEHHBIM U TUXUM T0JI0cOM TpousHecia KateprHa, naxe He MoJHMMast Ha HErO BOCTIAJICHHBIX OT CJIe3
ra3. — {1 Tak He xouy, 5 MPOCTO (PU3UYECKH HE TIePeKUBY HOBOW BCTPEUH ¢ O€3KATOCTHBIM XO3s51-
MHOM 3TOTO JIOMA. ..

— CmMero Bac B 3TOM MCKpeHHe 00pafioBaTh: CETOJHS OH TOYHO CIofla He BEPHETCs, — CJIeTKa,
MOHMMAIOIIE YCMEXHYJICSI MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK, COUYBCTBEHHO ISl HA U3MYYEHHYIO OapBIIIHIO.

— D710 enié nouemy? — UCKPEHHE YAUBUIACH JIEBYIIIKA.

Ona HakOHeI1 IOHS1JIa TOJIOBY M yCTpeMIia Ha MakcrMa psiMOi, MCTIBITY IOV B3IJIsI CBOUX
OoJbIINX, O€3IOHHBIX TEMHBIX TJ1a3.

— TosiBIITCH HOBBIE, BEChbMAa BaKHbIE M HEOTJIOXKHBIE TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIE JIeia B TOPOJe, Cy/a-
pbias. M3 TaiiHoro npukasa CrelHblii HApOYHbIA IPUCKaKal, — CIIOKOMHO MOSICHUI MakcuM.

— JHena, 3HaumT... OnATh ero npokJsThie gena! — KatepruHa BHe3amHoO MOYyBCTBOBANIA, KaK
BHYTPH €€ U3paHEeHHOW TPy/AY BHOBb BCIIBIXHYJIA JKapKasi, KOJlovast 1 371as o0uza.

E€ 6e3ymHO, 10 ryOWHBI AYIIU PAHUIIO TAKOE SIBHOE, JIesTHOE paBHOAYIIME Tpada K e€ ucrep-
3aHHOU TepcoHe. 3HAYNUT, HAM3HAHKY BCIO €€ JKM3Hb BBIBEPHYJI, O€3KaJOCTHO B TOCTENb YIOKUI,
JIMIIAB YECTH, a Ha PacCBETE MPOCTO YCKaKal 1Mo CBOMM TaiflHBIM KaHIIEISIPUsM, CJIOBHO HUYETO U
He OpBasIo?! OOoIIIesNCs C Hell, 3aKOHHOU JBOPSHKOM, KaK C OOBIYHOM, O€3JIMKOM JBOPOBOM JIEBKOM,
YbU CJIe3bl HUYETO He CTOST!

— Yro x! Pa3 y Bamero 6iaropognoro rpada aena, To Uy Hac fena Hainytces! — Karepuna
PE3KO MOJHSIIACh CO CTYINEHHU, BHICOKO U MOOEJOHOCHO BCKUHYB MOAOOPONOK. — B Takom ciyuae
OTHecHTe, Oy/IbTe TaK JII0OE3HbI, Bech 3TOT XJiaM MBaHy Ha KyxHi0. OH TBepo 0OeIaa MHe CeroIHs
BCE 3TO JIOUYMCTA BHICTUPATH.

C 3TUMH CJIOBaMU OHA PELIMTENbHO CyHY/a B pyku 6oeBomy oduiiepy TaliHON KaHIIeIsIpun
OI'POMHBII, TSKEJBIA BOPOX TPSA3HOTO MOCTENTBHOTO Oeibst. MaKcHM, C TPYIOM ClIepKUBasi IIMPOKYIO
YJIBIOKY OT CTOJIb OTYASTHHOW JIEBHUbEH JIEP30CTH, BEKIMBO MOKJIOHWICS U O€3PONOTHO OTIPABHJICS
BBITIOJTHATD 3TO YuCTO Oabckoe mopyuenue. ['opaas qBOpsSHKA Jake B pyOUIle OCTaBaach TOCTIORKOM,
YKPOIIAIOIIEeN MYKUUH OJHUM JIUIIb B30POM.

B 310 camoe Bpems ciyra MBaH BOBCIO CyeTHIICS Ha JKapKo# KyxHe. OH ¢ TPOXOTOM TepecTaB-
JISUT TTYCThIE YYT'YHKH U O€3 KOHIIA IpeMeJt JKeJIe3HBIMH YXBAaTaMH Y TIeUH, 30 BCEX CUJT yCePIHO U300-
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paxas nepes 3ameamM Kupuuiom OypHy1o, U3HY pUTEIBHYIO AeATeIbHOCTD. [IpocToayiHbIii nape-
HEK IIIeJT Ha JTIo0ble XUTPOCTH, JIMIIb Obl cTporast OapeinHsa KarepuHa He HaIwia [yisi HEero CEeroiHs
eme Kakoe-HUOyIb KaTOpKHOE MOpyYeHHe 110 JOMY.

Ho cronno emy 00epHYThCS Ha CKPHIT IBEPY M YBUIETh BXOJsAIIEro Makcima ¢ OorpoMHOM, eBa
MOMEIIAIOIIENCs] B pyKaxX ropoi HECTUPAHHOTO TIOJIOTHA, KaK MOJIOZION CJTyra MTHOBEHHO MOOIeTHE N,
a yXBaT cO 3BOHKUM CTYKOM ITOKATHJICS T10 TIOIY.

— Yro, onsith? ! ['ocnionm noMuiyit! — B MOIJIMHHOM yikace 3anpuunTtai MiBaH, nmpuxas HATPY-
JKEHHbIE PYKU K Ipyau. — Jla Korna e, 3a Kakue Takue Irpexu BCE 3T0 KOHUUTCA?! MBI ke TOJIBKO
MIOYTPY TSKENbIE ITOPHI BEIam !

— He Hoii, rpexoBoAHUK. MeHblIie ¢10B — Oouibile jiena. 3adepu 3TOT BOPOX U JKUBO MPUHU-
Matics 3a paboTy, MoKa BoJia B KOT/JIaX HE OCThUIA, — CyX0 OypKHYT Makcum, 6€3KaJlOCTHO CBaJTUBAsI
MIPOCTHIHU TPSIMO HAa PyKH HECYACTHOMY TIAPHIO.

Kak xe emy, KaZpoBOMy BOEGHHOMY, IO CMEpPTU HaJ0ea0 ObITh HSHBKOM M MHPOTBOPLIEM
1Tl BCeX B 9TOM cyMactiesmem gome! Oduriep KpyTo pa3BepHYJICS U OBICTPBIMU, Pa3MAIIUCTHIMU
1araMu BbIILIEJT BOH U3 AYIIHOM, NAXHYILIEW TOPEJIbIM CaJIoM M YaJI0M KyXHH.

BuyTpr y MakcrmMa Bc€ OYKBaJIbHO KUIIETIO M KJIOKOTAJIO OT ITyXOM, sipocTHOM 31octu. Korna
y’Ke HaKoHel| BepHETCs u3 ropofa rpad Kpeuetos? 1o ToMuTeNIbHOE, YAYIIAOIIEe OKUJAHUE 1aTTh-
HEWIIMX MPUKA30B U MOJHOE, OECCMBICIIEHHOE Oe3/IefCTBHE B YETHIPEX CTEHAX 3arOpOJHOTrO MoMe-
CThsI IOTUXOHBKY CBOIUIIA €T0 C yMa.

Hukuta BBsI3asIiCSl B CMEPTENIHHO OMACHYIO, IIIMMOHCKYIO y3J1b C BBICOKOMIOCTABJIEHHBIMU 3aro-
BopiuKamu — Ha [lonraBckoM mnosie mof MIBeCKUMU MYJIsIMH OH Tak He puckoBai! [Totom cosep-
IIAJT 9TO COBEPILIEHHO Oe3yMHOE, AMKOE MperpelieHre co 3HaTHOM IJIGHHHLIEH B crajbHe. .. A pac-
XJIEOBIBATH BCIO TY Kallly, KapayJIUTh JAEBHILY U CUIECTh Ha TOPOXOBOM OOUKE, KOTOpast MOIJIa pBaHYTh
B JIIOOYIO CEKYH]IY, Terlepb PUXOIIIOCh UM ¢ JieHuBbIM Kupuutom. Eciiu Kparvn wmm Jlorogbkux
MPO3HAIOT, MPSTKA KOHYATCsS — OBITh TOraa Oe/ie BeMKou, TaitHbIi PUKa3 UM TOTO HE MPOCTUT.

I'naBa 4

Hukwura yHbUIO, IIArOM €XaJ1 BEpXOM K 3aropOIHOMY I0MY cBOero Aaau. [Tonauany ero xsiagHo-
KPOBHBIH TUIaH ¢ oxuineHrueM Oapoiiiiau Kparunoii Beimisiaen npocto onectsie. Ho teneps, BBUIYy
HEeTIpeIBUICHHBIX, TPEXOBHBIX U KYTKHUX OOCTOSITEIIHCTB MPOIIE/IIed HOUH, BCE 00EPHYIOCH CYIIUM
KommapoM. Yro enarte Jajiblie, OH, IPU3HATHCS, COBEPLIEHHO HE 3HAJL.

Kakoe nmenHo orHorieHne Cemén MBanoBuu Kparva umMern K gaBHeMy, 3arajouHoMy yOuii-
CTBY ero orua, revepaja Kpederoa? B uém 3akimoyaiicst TaitHblil MHTEpec camoro JloroapkuHa u
BCE 3TOI CKOJIb3KOM CTOTMYHOM KiMKu? Jlonrasi, i3HypUTeNIbHAS ClekKa TallHOro mprKas3a 0coObIX
PE3YJIbTATOB TaK U HE MpuHecia. BmecTe 3THX 3aroBOPILIMKOB BUJEIN KpalHE PEKO, 1a U TO JIMIIb
Ha YMHHBIX CEMEMHBIX 00egax. A Mimola, n3HeKeHHBIN ChIHOK JIorogpKrHa, ¥ BOBCE Ka3ajics Hela-
JIEKUM, TJIyTIOBATHIM IOHLIOM — OH-TO B I'PSI3HBIX, KPOBABbIX J€JIaX CBOETO POAUTENISI YK TOUHO HE
yuyacTBOBaJl. AX, Kak ke HUKUTE XOTenoch OMHUM MaxoM pa3pyOuTh STOT TOPIKEB y3el U HaBCeraa
MOKOHYHUTb C OKPYXKAIOLIUM €r0 CBETCKUM JIMLieMepuem!

Mornono# rpag Bolies1 B TPOCTOPHbIN, NaXHYIIMNA TYETMHBIM BOCKOM M JOPOI'UM 3aMOPCKUM
TabakoM JoM. TsKesIo B3/IbIXast, OH YCeJIcs B TIyOOKOE BOJITEPOBCKOE KPECIIO U B TIOTHOM JTYIIEBHOM
M3HEMOKEHUU OOXBATHJI TOJIOBY PYyKaMH.

— CBIHOK, JaBHO THI TYT CHUIIL? — TUXO cripocu Hukomnait IBaHOBUY, JIACKOBO TMOJIOKUB
JIAIOHBb Ha IIMPOKOE IUIEYO IIEMAHHUKA.

— He 3Haw... 4 npocro cmeprenbHO ycran, Asfis, — DIyXo oTto3Baicd Hukuta, Tak U He
MOJHUMAs BOCITIAJICHHBIX IJ1a3.

48



d. AH.A.. «VcneneneHHbIA KaKI0M MIIEHbS»

— Jla yX, BBIJISIOUIIG TH HeBaskHO. Ha TeGe OykBaibHO pOBHO MepTBell 3aCThlI, — MOHMMa-
IOIIe B3JIOXHYJI CTapUK. — MOXeT, OTAOXHEIIb C JOPOTH, TIOCITUIIL YaCOK-IPYTrOi, a ykKe IOTOM MBbI
CITOKOIHO, 6e3 cyeThl 000 BCEM MOTONIKYeM?

— Ha, noxainyit. S He mpotus. [loiiay k cebe B MpekHUE MOKOH.

— Crynaii, crynaii, — kuBHy/1 Hukonaii iBanoBuu. — MeHs Kak pa3 uepes CIIEIHOro Hapoy-
HOTO CPOYHO BBI3BAIM BO JBOpEl, K camoMy rocynapio Ilerpy AnekceeBuuy. BepHych Onmke K
3aKaTy, BOT BEUEpOM 32 YapKOi 000 BCEM M MEPETOBOPHM.

Hukuta yTBepIuTENIbHO KUBHYJ M OTIIPABWICS OTAbIXaTh. PacTsAHYBIIMCH Ha TPOCTOPHOM
TMIepUHE B CBOMX MPEKHUX MOKOSIX, MOJIONOH rpad UCTIBITAI HenepeaaBaeMoe, yMupoTBopsitoliee Oa-
keHcTBO. CTOMIIO eMy TIOBEPHYThCSI Ha OOK, KaK OH MTHOBEHHO MTPOBAIAJICS B TITyOOKOe, OecramsT-
HOe 3a0bIThe 0e3 KaKUX-JIMOO TPEBOKHBIX CHOBUICHUI — U3HYPEHHOE TeJI0 HAKOHEI B3sJIO CBOE.

Hukonaii ViBaHOBIY BEepHYJICS M3 LAPCKOTo IBOpIa OMvke K cymepkaMm. Best cemMbst IpyKHO
coOpaJiach 3a BeuepHel Tpare30i B OOJIBITION, 3a7TMTOM MATKMM CBETOM CBedel cTOoBoM. JIoosias
térymka Mapus [leTpoBHa BOBCIO 00XakMBasa J0pororo rieMsiHauka. Co Bcell cCBoelt MaTeprHCKOM,
HepacTpauyeHHOW 3a00TON OHa UCTOBO CTapaslaCh HAKOPMHUTD €ro TIOCHITHEE.

— Térymka, nomanure! 1 6onee He B cwimax! CMunyiTech! — CO CMEXOM BOCKJIMKHYII
Hukuta, m1yT1MBO BBICTAaBMB JIaJIOHU B 3HAK MPOTECTA MTPOTUB OYEPEIHON TOPIMU JIOMAIITHKX SICTB.

— Kymaii, kymaii, ceiHOK! Yem Tam MoxeT moTtyeBarh TeOs TBOM BaHIoIKa B 3aropogHoi
DIy ? — MPUYXTANIA KEHIMHA, HACTBIPHO TIOKJIAIbIBasi €My B TApeJKy JIyUIIMi KYCOK 3areveH-
HOro OKopoka. — IlocMoTpu Ha cebst, GaTiomka: OMHM KOXa J1a KOCTH OCTAJMCh OT 3TOW TBOEW
KaTOPKHOM rOCyIapeBOi CITy:KObI, B YEM TOJIBKO Iyl JepsKUTCs!

Hukonaii iBaHOBHY, 7151711 Ha 3Ty 3a0aBHYIO JIOMAITHIOK KapTUHY, €1Ba CIepKUBAT JOOPO-
AYIIHYIO YBIOKY.

— Mapus, no6oiicst Bora, ThI e €ro MpocTo PAaCKOPMHUIIIb A0 HETTPUINYHS, KaTaHbl TPEIaTh
HauHYT! — BeceJIo oKavyaJl OH CE/I0i IOJIOBOIL.

JKennHa BO3MYIIEHHO, C HAITYCKHOM OOMI0H IIOCMOTpesia Ha CBOETO CyIIpyra U KpyTo yrepiia
PYKH B IIBIIIIHBIE OOKA.

— Joporoii! Jla kak MOXHO BOOOIIEe Takoe TOBOPUTH?! MaJlburK cO CITy:KObI TOJIOHBIN Bep-
HyJcs!

— Bcé€, BcE, ymonkaio, He cepauch, roayOyIika, — MPUMHUPUTENIHHO TIOMHST PYKU CYMpPYT,
TMOCTIEIIHO PETUPYSCH Mepel] STUM MPABEIHBIM KEHCKUM THEBOM.

Hukuta JI0BKO BOCIIONB30BAJICSI MUHYTHOM Tay30id. Ero Mo MrHOBEHHO MOCEphE3HENO0, a U3
r71a3 6e3 cie/ia yiesn BeCh HeJaBHUI MaJIbUMIIIECKUI 3a70p, OOHaXast yCTaBIINUIA B30p CypOBOTO Clie-
aoBaress.

— Jlans, a 4TO HBIHYE CJBIIHO MPU JABOpe rocyaapeBoMm? 3ademM TeOsl BBI3BIBAIM? —
HErpOMKO, BKPaIYMBO CIIPOCHII OH.

— TumuHa. .. — murom nompaunen Hukomnait iBanoBrd. OH OTIOXUIT cepeOpsHBIT pUOop
U TSDKEJIO, THETYINE B3I0XHYIL. — W 3Ta TUIIMHA, MPU3HATLCS, MEHs IyraeT Oosbie Bcero. Ecnu
ob1 Jloronpkun ¢ KparuabiM oOHApy KWK MpOMNaxy AEBKU M 3aTesUTd YECTHYIO UIPY, OHU OBl yke
JAaBHO TIOAHSUIM JIMKHIA, HEBOOOPA3UMBIN MEperoyioX Ha BCIO ceBepHyo cronwiry! KamoBauch Obl
rocyzapio, chlnuKkoB [IpeoOpaskeHCKOro NMpruKas3a Ha HOTM IOCTaBUJIA. A TYT — MOMTYOK. YTO-TO 3TH
XUTPBIE JIMChl TOUHO 3aMBIIIUISIOT 32 HaIllel CIIMHOW, TOTOBSIT OTBETHBIN, CMEPTOHOCHBIN yaap. Tak
410 Oyab B CTO KpaT HacTopoxe, Hukura. 51 co cBoeii CTOpOHBI yke OTIPaBUJI BEPHBIX, TPOBEPEHHBIX
JoAe IEHHO W HOIIHO CIIEIUTH 32 KaKIbIM marom JlorogpKkuHa.

— Xoporo. [Isa4, 3T0. .. JeJ0 NepBOCTeNeHHON Ba)XHOCTH, — THUXO, TIOYTH IIETIOTOM ITPOU3-
HEC MOJIONIoN rpad, YKpaaKon KOCSCh Ha XJIOMOUYIIYIO TETYIIKY. — Mory st IpsIMO ceityac nepero-
BOPUTH C TOOOM C Ila3y Ha I71a3, B TBOEM 3aKPhITOM KabuHeTe?
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— KoneuHo, ceiHOK. [leperoBopum 00s13ateibHO, — ycMeXxasich B cenpie yebl, Hukonait MBa-
HOBHUY 3arOBOPIIMYECKU MOKAa3al I71a3aMHU Ha TapesKy miieMsHHuKa. OHa mo-rpexHemMy Obuia /10
CaMOro Bepxa 3aBaJieHa AbIIIAIIIM KapOM COYHBIM MsICOM. — TOJIBKO criepBa U3BOJIb JOECTh BOT
9TO BCE 10 mocneHero Kycka. MiHaue Mapusi Hac 000UX CO CBETY CKUBET, B TallHOM MpuKase OT
JOTIPOCOB JIerYe YKPHITHCS, YeM OT €€ 3a00THl.

— Térymika, nomagu!.. — B UIyTJIMBOM YyKace B3MOIWJICS MOJIOIOH rpad, NpefaHHo s
Ha HEMOIbEMHYIO TOPY YTOILEHUIA.

— W Hukakux MHe «Térynika» ! Emp! [Ipuesxaeis kK HaM peIKUMH Hae3JaMu, TUTAEIIbCS TaM
y ceds1 B IIyIIN U3 PyK BOH Toxo! Jlaxke He B3lyMaii MHE TYT NEPeurTh! — PerMTebHO 3aKII0YnIa
JKEHIIMHA.

Mapus [lerpoBHa ¢ Ba)XHBIM BU/IOM OITYCTHJIA I71a3a B CBOIO TAPEJIKY, HAIVISITHO JEMOHCTPUPYSI:
9Ta IUCKYCCHUsI Pa3 U HaBCeTJa OKOHYECHA, OOKAJIOBAHUIO HE TIOMJIEXKHUT.

Huxkura HanrpaHHO-00pevY€HHO B3IOXHYII. [IpOTUB Takoi BCECOKPYIIAIOIIEH CEMEIHOM JTacKu
naxe TaitHas kaHIensApus Obuta GeCCUTbHA.

— Kak ckaxerip, TETYIIKA. .. — IMOKOPHO MPOTSHYJI OH, HEXOTs OepsICh 32 BUJIKY.

— Hy u xopor11o, Hy 1 CJTaBHO, — JOBOJILHO, C MATEPUHCKOM FOPIOCTHIO YJIBIOHYJIACH KEHIIMHA,
[JIs1715, KaK TUIEeMSHHUK TPUHSUIICSA 32 efy.

INocne cHITHOMW, AONATOM Tpare3bl MYKXYMHBI HAKOHEI-TO YEAMHWINCh B OJarocioBeHHOM
THUIIMHE 3aKPBITOr0 KaOMHETa. 3[ech MaxJo CTApod BBIJETAHHOW KOXEH, TJIOTHBIMU KHHKHBIMU
niepervieTaMy M CyxuMu depHwiamu. Hukomnait MIBaHOBMY TJIOTHO MPUTBOPWIT TSUKETYIO AyOOBYIO
JBEpPb HAa METHBIN 3aCOB, OTCEKasl JTIOObIE JIUIITHUE YIIIH.

— Hy, pacckasbiBaii, CHIHOK, 4TO TeOsl Tak CHJIbHO TpeBoxkHUT? Ha TeGe Beap ¢ camoro yrtpa
POBHO MepTBell 3aCTbll, — MTKo Hauan Hukonait iBaHoBHY.

OH HETOPOIUIMBO MOAOIIEN K pe3HOMY 1yO00oBOMY mocTaBity. CTapuk NMPUHSLIICS aKKYPaTHO pas-
JIMBATh IO MAJIEHBKUM XPYCTaJIbHBIM PIOMOUYKAM apOMAaTHYI0, TATY4yI0 JOMAIIHIOI HACTOWKY Ha CIie-
7ol psiOuHe.

— Hsns... dsaas, HAaTBOPUI 51 TAKUX 1€, YTO XOTh B METIIO Jie3b, AyITy HaBEeKH MOTyowit, —
[JTyXO Havajl MOJIofIoi rpad, ycTaso s B I1aJKK1e MOJIOBUIIBL.

OH HepBHO 3a06apabaHNT CUTbHBIMU MAJIBIIAMH TI0 KOJIEHY, U 9TOT JKECT BbIJaBaJ €r0 KPAHIO0
CTENEHb IyIIEBHOTO Pa30PEHUsI.

— Mario Toro, 4To s 110 IepBOMY TMOPBIBY TIOXUTHII STy OE3BUHHYIO OapBIIIHIO, TAK BYEpa MO3/1-
Hel HOYbIO 1 e€... coBpaTwil. Vi oHa MeHsi? YEpT HOTy CIIOMUT, B TOJIOBE OHA CIUIOIIHAS, TUKas,
MxopanovHasi Hepazoepuxa! Beé mpoucxopsinee noxoxe Ha Kakoe-To 0e3yMHOEe CKOMOPOIIIbE AeH-
CTBO, HaBakAeHMe JbsiBobckoe! [ocoau. . .

Huxkura co cToHOM 3apbul NaJIblibl B CBOM pacTpenaHHbIe BOJIOCHI, M PIOMKA B €r0 PyKe MEJIKO,
MpeaTesIbCKu 3a/1poxKara.

— Teneps 51 6e3 KOHIA, KaXIyI0 MPOKJIATYI0O MUHYTY KOpIO ceds 32 TO, YTO OKOHYATEIbHO U
©ecroBOPOTHO UCTIOPTHII KU3Hb JeBUIIe, U e€ yectr. OHa Besib opuIaabHO oOpydeHa, y Heé
cBagpOa Ha Hocy! U, kaxeTcsi, OHa COBEPIIIEHHO MCKPEHHE, BCEM CepIIIeM JIIOOUT STOr0 HUUTOKHOTO
Nmomensky JorogbkuHa, Oyabp OH TPYKABI HENAJIEH CO BCEM CBOMM BOPOBCKHMM POAOM! — B rojyioce
HuKuThl BHE3AIMHO MpOpBasiach TIyXasi, OOKHIaloIiast spocTh, OOJIbIIE MOX0Xkast Ha OSIIEHYI0 MYyXK-
CKYIO PEBHOCTb.

— CBIHOK, B TBOMX FOPSTUUX CJIOBAX S CJIBIIITY He TIPOCTO pacKasiHue, a IITyOOKYI0, 00Ie3HEHHYIO
ropeub, — Hukonaii IBaHOBMY BHUMATEJIBHO, C 3aTA€HHOW, OTEUECKOW MYAPOCTHI0O TOCMOTpPEN Ha
IUIEMSIHHUKA, TIOJIO/IBUTasi EMY XPYCTaJIbHYIO PIOMOUKY. — Heyskenu 3Ta crponTiBas MJIeHHMIA TaK
CHJIBHO 3araja Tede B qyIry?

— Her, BoBce Het! UTO ThI TaKOE TOBOPHIIIb, Jsi/isi! — TOCIENTHO, Yepecuyp OypHO MPHUHSLIT
ornpaBabiBaThcst HUKMTA, M Ha ero O1e/IHBIX IeKaxX CHOBA BHICTYIHJI OarpOBbIH, IMXOPAIOYHBIN PyMsi-
Hell. OH CyIOpOXHO OIMPOKMHYJI HACTONKY B POT, CJIOBHO THITASICh 3JIUTh STOT BHYTPEHHUH TTOXKaP.
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— MHe npocTo no-yeaoBeuecky, XpUCTHAHCKU kajb Oenonary. OHa Beb COBEPIIEHHO CITy4aitHo,
WCKJTIOUMTESIBHO 10 BUHE CBOETO MOJIOr0 OTIA, [oMala B Hallle CTpalllHOe, KPOBABOE TPOTUBOCTOSI-
Hue! OHa HU B €IJMHOM Ipexe He BUHoBara!

— Kak 3naemb, HukuTymika, Kak 3Haellb. .. — 3araJjouHo, OJIHUMH JIUIIIb YTOJIKAMHU I'y0 YIIbI0-
HyJicsi Hukonaii MIBaHOBUY, YMHHO MPUTYOMB apoOMaTHYI0 psIOMHOBKY. OH CITMIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAT
ropayio, ynpsimyio rnopony KpedeToBbix: OHM HUKOTJa He MPU3HABAIUCH B CBOEW CIaOOCTH K JKEH-
IIMHE, TOKa Ta MOJHOCTHIO He 3abupana ux cepaie. — U 4to ke Thl B TAKOM CIIy4ae COOMpPaeIbCs
JenaTh Jaiblie, Korjaa xmesb comen? Kakoi tBow ciemytommii mar? Kak Oynens Kparnna k otsery
IIPU3bIBATH?

— Hy:xHo HeMe1JIeHHO, He Tepsisl AparoleHHOro BpEMEHH, CHOBa HaBeJaThcs K Kparuny B ero
umeHue, — Hukura pe3ko MogHsII rojoBy, U €ro B3[JIsJ BHOBb CTal OCTPbIM, KaK CTaJIbHOW KJIMHOK
[TpeodpakeHckoro monka. — W, moxaiyii, Ha 3Ty BCTpedy S BO3bMY AEBYOHKY ¢ coboit. Kupuin
MIPY TIOXUIIIEHUM HA TPAKTE YMYIPWIICS XJIAIHOKPOBHO YOUTh €€ MaTh... DTOT yIUTAHHBIN Oanbec
HUKOI'Ja B )KM3HU HE CMOKET UJEAJIbHO BHIIIOJTHUTh TOHKUI MTpUKa3!

I'pacdh 3710 criTIOHYT HA TIOJIOBUIIHI.

— S neperoBopio c CeméHom MBanoBrveM MuHO, 6e3 cBUeTeNel. BriscHIO y Hero moj crpa-
XOM TUTaXM ¥ KaTOPrd, YTO MMEHHO OH 3HAET MO MOBOAY CTPAIIHOW MMOer MOEro OTiia, reHepasa
KpeueroBa. VI HacKONbKO OH caM MPUYACTEH K TOMY TOJIOMY TIOJKOTY HaIllel POJOBOM ycaabObl.
3aBTpa Kak pa3 cocTosATCs MOXOPOHbI rocroxu Kparunoi. Jlydinero MoMeHTa sl COKPYILIUTENb-
HOTO yaapa He HaiTh. Ha morpeGenuu Bpar Oyaet c1ad, pacTepsiH U CJIOMJICH TOPeM.

— Bynp ocropoxen, Hukura. YMorsiio Te0s1, IepXu yXO BOCTPO, — MHUTOM pacTepsil BCIO
HEJJaBHIOI0 BECEJIOCTh cTapuK. OH rpO3HO HAXMYPWIICA M MPEJOCTEPEraloie MOAHII CyX0il naJell.
— He 3ps stoT xutpslii iuc Kparus tak nogo3puresnbHO 3aTHX NOCIE MOTYYeHHUsI TBOETO 37I0BEILETO
nchMa. Takue JIIou MpoCTO Tak OpyXUe He CKJIaapBaloT. Kak Obl OH caMm He 3amaHuWI TeOs B pac-
CTaBJIEHHYIO JIOBYILIKY.

Mornonoii rpacg coracHoO U yrpioMo KUBHYI.

— Yro Tam ciblHO Mpo Haulero napesuya Asekces IlerpoBuua? — tuxo cripocun Hukura,
NpUryouB KperKylo HacTONKy. — Kak Bcerja, TBOPHUT IIIYNOCTH U UILET 3aroBopa’?

— Jla, mocie nocsieIHero CTpororo, Fpo3HOro npeaymnpeskaeHus rocygaps Ierpa AnexkceeBnua
HaCJIeJHUK HEMHOTO MPUTHX, 3aTanjicsi, — B3J0xHYy1 Hukonaii IBaHoBMY. — Harm BepHble sioau
u3 TaitHoro NMprKasza HeOTIIYYHO 32 HUIM HaOmoaioT. JJoroqpKUH BCTpevascs C apeBUYeM Mapy pas
B JletHeM cafy, HO MOAPOOHOCTH KX Oece/ibl HaM MOKa, YBbI, Hen3BecTHbI. Harma «Haramma» — camblii
HAaJIe)KHBI, 3aKOHCITMPUPOBAHHBIN areHT BO JIBOpLIE — EILIE MPOCTO He ycIielia BbIBEAATh, O YEM OHU
HIENITAJIUCh B MIOKOSIX MOJIOAOTO HacJIeJHUKA.

— Dra cBojoYb JorogpkuH HUKOTAA ceOsl OTKPHITO He BhiaaeT! Beerna 4ykuMu pykamu sxap
3arpedaeT, — 3710, CO CKPEXEeTOM IpOLeIN CKBO3b 3yObl HUKHTa, B APOCTH CRKUMAst KyJIaK.

Ero Kynaku cymopokHO CXKaJuch, 100e1a 0OHAKUB KOCTSIIKY MJIbIIEB.

— IMocTosiHHO, B camMbIil TOCIEHUI MUT STOT T'aJ] COCKJIb3bIBAET C HAILIETO Kpiouka! AX, s,
KAaK K€ MHE XOUeTCsl JITYHO ITPUCTaBUTh STOMY MEP3aBIly OCTPbIA KOPTUK K camoMy ropity! YBuuersb
B €r0 3MEHHBIX IJ1a3aX JUKHA, )KUBOTHBIN CTPaX M YCIBIIIATH KaJIKYI0 MOJIBOY 0 Mustoctu! f sxaxmy
pacIuiaThl 3a BCE€ OPYTraHHOE MPOIILIOE.

— He toponucek, Hukurymka. ['opsuHocTb B HaieM Jiesie — nepBbiid Bpar, — Hukonaii MBa-
HOBUY IPeJOCTEPEralle nokayaa rojoBoid. — MCTU He B ropsiYecTH, a B CyXkJeHuu pasyma. He
TBUTH, CHIHOK, IEUCTBYH 0OyMaHHO, €3 JIMIITHETO IIIyMa U CyeThI.

Huxkwra Ts%eno, co CBUCTOM B3JOXHYJ U [IOKOPHO CKJIOHWJI FOJIOBY:

— To1 npaB, naas. TBos mpaBaa, BEKOBasl.
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— Twl ocTanenbest ceroHs 371ech, B pOAHBIX cTeHax ? He moeers Ha HOYb IJIsi/As B CBOE 3aro-
POIHOE roMecThe? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS CTAPUK, JJACKOBO BCMATPHUBASICh B OCYHYBIIIEECS JIMILIO TIIe-
MSIHHUKA.

— Her, asas, octaHych, — IJTyXO OTO3BAJICS MOJIOOM Tpad, YyBCTBYSI, KaK CHJIbI OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO TIOKU/IAIOT ero. — 1 cMepTeNbHO ycTal OT BCeld 9TOM OECKOHEYHOW CBHICKHOM CyeThl U (halib-
IIMBBIX MACOK. 3/1eCh, y BaC, TUXO M CHOKOWHO. MHe KU3HEHHO HEOOXOIMMO BOCCTAaHOBHTBHCS M
HaOpaThCs CUJI TIepe]] 3aBTPAIIHIM JHEM.

My>X4MHBI pa3oNUTICh IO CBOMM KOMHATaM JajieKO 3a TMOJHOYb, KOrJa B ycaabOe Moraciu
TMOCJIeJHAE BOCKOBBIE cBeYr. Monozioii rpad JoJro, MydYnuTeIbHO BOPOUAJICS HA MATKUX TEpUHAX,
HO COH He IIEN K HeMy. Bce ero qymel, Hariepekop 3[paBOMy CMBICITY M XBaJIEHOM KeJIE3HOU BOJIE,
YIIPSIMO BO3BPAIIATIMCh K OCTaBJIEHHOM B 3aroponHoM nome Karepuwe.

B HOUHOII TUIIIMHE OH CJIOBHO HAasIBY OCsI3all €€ MATKOe, MoJaTIuBoe, HexxHoe Tenno. To camoe
TEJI0, KOTOpPOE elI€ MPOIION HOYBIO TaK CTPACTHO, XKaJHO M YIIOUTETHHO JIBHYJIO K HEMY, Cropas
B 0E3yMHOM, T'PEXOBHOM IlIaMeHu. B rpyau chimuka TaifHoro npukasa pasropajics COBCEM He CIy-
KeOHBI TIOXap, ¥ OTOHb 3TOT MyTaJl ero CBOeH HeOJOIMMON CHJION.

«Ax, Karepuna, Karepuna... M nouemy 51 6e3 KOHIa Aymaio 00 3TOi CTPONTUBOM JieBHLe? —
OeccrbHO 31MJIcs Ha ce0s1 HUKuTa, KOMKast B KyJlakax cMsIThle POCThIHU. — CripaimBaercsi, Kakoe
MHEe BOOOIIe JIeJI0 JI0 e€ cjie3 1 B310X0B? Y Hac HEeT M BOBEK He MOXeT ObITh HH4ero oomiero. Jla u
Kak s, IBOpsSAHUH KpeueToB, MOTy IENTUTH JIOXKE C I0YepPhI0 CBOETO0 KPOBHOTO, 3aKJISITOTO Bpara?»

«Ho Bcé *e. .. [Toka oHa HAXOIUTCSI B MO TIOJTHOM BOJIE U BJIACTH, TIOUeMy Obl MHE He OpaThb
TO, YTO MpUYUTaeTCs NodeauTemo? Byay yepnarh U3 TOro KCTOUYHMKA BCE, UTO mnokenao. M Hevyero
OoJsiee MyqUTh ceOsl TIIYTITBIMU, OAOCKUMU YIPBI3EHUSIMU COBECTU!» — C ITOW IMHUYHOM, STOUCTHY-
HOU MY’KCKOUW MBICJIbIO, IIPU3BAHHON YCMUPUTH YSI3BJICHHYIO TOPAOCTb, MOJIOION I'pad HAKOHEI-TO
3a0bUICS TITyOOKMM CHOM.

Y1pom Hukuta nmpocHysics ¢ epBbIMH MeTyXamMH. BBICTpO, Ha X0y OTKYIIIaB, TETJIO IPOCTHJICS
C Isiiel ¥ TETYIIKOM, BCKOYMJI HA BEPHOTO CKaKyHa U OTIPABUJICS B OOPATHBIN MyTb.

Karepuna Tem BpeMeHeM TpyaniIach B IOMECTbE JI0 IOJTHOTO U3HEMOKEeHUs1 CUil. OTMBIB, BBIUH-
CTUB ¥ MPHOpPaB BECh O'POMHBII, 3alyIIEHHBIN JOM, I3My4eHHas1 JeBYIlIKa Oe3 YyBCTB PyXHy/a Ha
TMIOCTEJTh TIPSIMO B TPYOOM KPECThsTHCKOM I11aThe. OHa MTHOBEHHO YCHYJIA MEPTBBHIM CHOM O€3BUHHOM
cupoTsl. Kak HU cTpaHHO, KaTOPKHBIN (PU3UUYECKUIA TPY/L IEHCTBUTENBHO IPUHEC €1 I0ITOKIAHHOE,
criacuTesIbHOe 0OJIerYeHue, Ha BpeMsl 3arTyIIHB YepHbIe, TOPbKKE AyMbI O CTPAIIHON TMOeIN MaTepH.
OHa BBIKTJIA CBOIO OOJTb 3TON YOOPKOIA.

Hukura HecnienmHo, 63 JHMIITHEro 1yMa BOIIeT B CBOM 3arOpOJHbIe BIaJeHus. Ycaap0a eme
ObLy1a IOTpy’keHa B TUXYIO YTPEHHIO ApeMy. EiBa nepecTynuB nmopor npocTopHbIX ceHelt, rpad Oyk-
BaJIbHO OCTOJIOEHE, MOPA3KBIIKCh UIEaIbHOM, XPYCTATbHOM YMCTOTE BCeX KOMHAT. B BhICOKOE, pac-
MaxXHyTOE HACTEXb OKHO JIACKOBO 3aIIsIBIBAJIO SIPKOE BECEHHEE COJIHIIE, & C YJUIIbI TSHYJIO MbsHS-
e CBEXKECThIO KJICMKUX TOTOIMHBIX MOYEK U MEePBOil IPO30BOM MPOXJaaon. B kaxkaom yroske, B
aKKypaTHO paccTaBJIeHHON MeOesH 1 MTaXHYIIUX BECEHHUM BETPOM BBICTUPAHHBIX TIOPThEPAX OTYET-
JIMBO YyBCTBOBaJIach 3a00T/IMBAs, HEXHAs, HO yCTaBIIas >KEHCKasl pyka. 371ech OOJblle He MaxJio
3a0pOIIIEHHBIM XOJIOCTSIIIKMM KUJIbEM — 371eCh BOLIAPWIICS TIOJUTMHHBIN, TETUIBIA JOMAITHAIN Ovar.

Mornozoii rpad THXO, Ha IBINTOYKAX MOAHSJICS MO JIECTHUIIE U 3arJIsTHY/ B OKOU TJICHHUIIBI.
KatepuHna criana 6e3msATexHo, 6e3 3agaux Hor. OHa 3a0aBHO pacIuiacTaiach Ha TIOCTENN «3BE30Y-
KOIi» MPsIMO B TIPOCTOM capacpaHe, eJjBa CIBIIIHO MocarbiBast. AKKYpaTHO MPUKPHIB 1Bepb, HukuTa
HE CTaJl TPEBOKUTH e€ MoKoi. OH OeclTyMHO HAITPABUIICS B KAMUHHYIO 32Ty, I7Ie Ha IIUPOKUX KOXKa-
HBIX JIABKAX, YKPBIBIIUCH IIUHEISIMU, TIOUUBAIIN €r0 BEPHBIE APY3bsl.

— Jobpoe yTpo, rocniona ogurieps! CMOTpI0, KPYyrom y Bac maputr 6ecrpoOymHoe, 6oraTbip-
cKoe 3a0bIThe. YTO BBl BUE€pa TAKOTO COTBOPHJIM, UTO TaK CMEPTENIbHO YCTAIM HA TIOCTOMHBIX KBap-
TUpax? — C UPOHUYHOW ycMelIKou cripocuit Hukura.

OH mpucen B KpecJo, ¢ JKMBbIM UHTEPECOM Pa3IiIsiAblBast 3aCMaHHOTO, oMsToro Makcuma.
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— Yrto-uro0... 'ocnoxa Kparuna 1o camoro paccera jpauia 3TOT JOM, POBHO 3allpaBCKUI
6omOapaup MymevHyo naryoy, Hy a Mbl eid 0e3pOIOTHO TIOMOTaJIM, — OOpPEYEHHO B3IOXHYJI TOT,
10 XpycTa MOTUpast 3aTeKIIylo me. — Yk jydire Obl s, Hukura, ckakan BepxoM 0e3 OCTaHOBKH
LEeJTyI0 HEeJeo 1o/ MPOJIUBHBIM BECEHHUM JIOKIEM, YeM y4acTBOBaJI B 3TOM OaGckom Oesymuu!
Kupuin, oyt snakuii, Xurpas jmca, easa MmodysB TSKeaylo padoTy, TYT ke COCNAICS Ha Pe3KyIo
Pe3b B )KUBOTE U TPYC/IMBO YIU3HYJI CaTh B TEIUIBIA yrol. A MHE NPUILIOCh BO3UTHCS B 9TOM KypsT-
HUKE, TsDKeJIble TIOPThephl el mogaBarh! MBaH-1000TpsiC BCAKUE pa3 cOeray Ha KyXHIO MO IIpesio-
T'OM Ba)KHOW TOTOBKH, TaK YTO 51 OJIMH OTIyBaJICs TYT 3a Bcio TaliHylo kaHuensipuio. Hy, pacckasbiBait
JaqHO. Y3Ha 4T0o-HUOYAb BakHOe y Asau bormaHoBa?

— Her, B ropoze BCE Mog03pUTEIbHO TUXO, 3aTOBOPIIMKH 3aTaUJIACh, — XMYPO ITOKayaJ rojo-
Boil Hukuta, 1 MUMoOJIeTHasI YIbIOKa MATOM COIIUIA C €ro JIMIA, YCTYNas MECTO MPUBBIYHOM KecCT-
koct. — CerofHsi cocTosiTcs MoXopoHsl Matepy Karepunsl. Ham HyxHO TaiiHO, Oe3 JIMIITHUX I71a3
HaBe/IaThCsl B UMeHre K KparuHy u jkecTKO MoroBopuUTh ¢ HUM 0e3 cBUeTeNei. 3a0/IHO. .. 3A0/IHO U
JeBYOHKA CMOXET B TIOCJIE/IHUI pa3 oObIBaTh Ha MorpedeHnu Marepu. CoOrpaiTech.

— MHe kaxeTcs1, Be3TH € TyJa — KpaiiHe OIpOMETUYHBBIN, OE3yMHBII 1 CMEPTENILHO OTMACHBIN
11ar, KOMaHAup, — CWIBHO HaxMmypuiics Makcum.

BHyTpH y Hero 3a0ui TpeBoxHBI HabaT. Oduliep NPUCTAIBHO, UCTBITYIOIIE BIJISABIBAICS B
JIMLIO IPYTa, MBITAsICh OTHICKATh B €10 B30PE MPEKHIOI0 JIEASHYIO PACYETIIMBOCTb, HO BU/IEJ JIUILIb IITY-
xoe cMsATeHre. Makcum Beepbe3 ucnyraics, 4yro Hukura, cam Toro He 3amevasi, 3aTSTMBAeT BOKPYT
CBOEH 1LIeW HEBUIUMYIO TETIIO.

— Tlo¥iMu THI, — TIIyXO0, CAEPXKKBAs BOJHEHME, MPOJOKUI MakcuM, clesiaB mar Onmke K
rpady. — Brpyr y cexeii Moruisl 3acaga? Cronuunble uineiiku Kparuna wim rienssie rncst Joroas-
KHMHA TOJIBKO M YT, YTOOBI Mbl COBEPIIMIIN OIUIOMIHOCTh! [10JTHO TrOpeTh JIOKHBIM OJIarOpoICTBOM,
Huxkwura. CtouTt 3aroBopiiykaM 3aMeTUTbh €€ — U Thl B OIMH MUI MOTepsielllb CBOW €IMHCTBEHHBDIM,
JparolieHHbI pbhrYar Bo3aecTBrs Ha HUX. Hac camux mop muiaxy [TpeoGpaskeHCKoro mpukasa moj-
BE/IyT 32 TAKOE CAaMOYIPABCTBO, TOCYAaphb IIyTUTh HE JIOOUT!

— MeHs coBecTb ITIOKET Nepes Hel, — THUXO0, HO YAMBUTEIBHO TBEPIO MPU3HAJICSA MOJIONOW
rpag, OTBOpauMBasiCh U IS B 3AJIMTOE BECEHHUM COJIHLIEM OKHO. — V3-3a Hallleil Tparuyeckoun
ommOKM U aypoctr Kupniia Ha Tpakte moruoia abcomoTHO Oe3BUHHAS KeHIIMHA. 1 mpocTo mo-
YeJIOBEYECKH, KaK XPUCTUAHUH, HE MOT'Y NOCTYNUTh MHaye. He Mory JuimmTh e€ nocnesHero npo-
LIaHUS.

Makcum 00pedeHHO B3[I0XHYJI, IOHUMAsl, YTO KOMAaHIMUPOM Ceivac JBIKET JaJleKO He XOJO/I-
HBII CBICKHOM pacyeT. B ero ronoce CKBO3MJIO TO, Yero KaJpoBblii BOGHHbIN 00s1JICs OOJbIIe BCEro, —
JIMYHAsA, ITyOOKast MPUBSI3aHHOCTS K TUIeHHUIe. Eciim HukuTa yBs3HET B 4yBCTBaxX K JOUEPU yOUMTIHI
CBOETO OTIIa, 3Ta IIIMHMOHCKAas Ay3JTh OyJeT mpourpana o e€ Hayana. CTpacTh OCJIENUT €ro B CaMblid
pelamIrii MOMEHT, ¥ XUTpbIH Jiic Kparun 6e3 Tpyaa HaHeceT OTBETHBIN, CMEPTOHOCHBIN yAap.

— Yro *k... TBos Bong, rpad. Tel y Hac crapiiuil, — cepbe3HO OTBETMIJI MakcUM, HaCylMB-
IIMCh U PE3KUM, CYPOBBIM JIBMKEHHUEM IIOTIPaBJIsAsl KOXKaHyIO0 MopTrymeln. — B TakoM cityyae Mbl ¢
Kupusiom Bo Bceopykuu OyzieM HEOTITYIHO TeOsi COIPOBOKAATh. Pa3o0beM 100, HO IPUKPOEM TBOIO
cniuHy. Masio ym urto, Bapyr Kparun yxe mpo3Hasl IIpo Hallle YKphITHE U MPUTOTOBWJI KPOBaBYIO
JIOBYIIKY B poJoBOM ceiie. Henb3si HeloOLleHnBaTh TUX XUTPbIX, 3aTHAHHBIX B YIOJI MEP3aBLEB.

— Cornacen. BeikatbiBaiite kapery u Benu MBany Oynuth Katepuny, — riiyxo oTto3Basicst
Huxkwura.

[Moxoponst rocrioxu Codbrt KparnHoit mpoxoauiy THXO, IO XMYypPbIM BECEHHUM HeOoM. You-
oIl ropeM CeméH MBaHOBMY coOpas HA yeJUHEHHOM IOrOCTe JIMIIh CaMbIX OJTM3KUX POICTBEHHU-
koB. Hy u, pazymeercs, B iepBbIX psiax ckopOsimmx crosut [1érp Hukonaesna JloronbkuH BMecTe co
CBOUM CbIHOM MIBIOIIEHBKON — HECOCTOSIBUIMMCS, IPECHBIM keHuXxoM KarepuHsl.

Cama KareprHa, ¢ HOT IO TOJIOBBI YKyTaHHAasi B ITyOOKYIO, TUIOTHYIO YEPHYIO Byallb, CTOsLIa
JaJeKko Toojalb, B OE3MOMBHOM TEHM BEKOBBIX KJIAAOMIIEHCKHUX AepeBbeB. OHa HAaXOAMJIACh TOX
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HaIEKHOW, HEBUAMMOM IJIsI TPAYpPHOU TONMIBI OXpaHoil Makcuma n Kupwina. [leBymika 6e33By4HO
r710Tajaa TOphKue, Kryuue cié3pl. HeBbiHOCMMas 60Jb pa3pbiBaia e€ UCIIaKaHHOE cepiile, HO OHa
HE CMeJIa BbIJATh CBOETO MPHUCYTCTBUS HU €IMHBIM B3JI0XOM, YTOOBI HE COpBAaTh TAHBIN YTOBOD U HE
HABJIEYb HOBEIE OBl HA OTIIOBCKUH JIOM.

Hukuta B 3T0 camoe BpeMsi CKpBIBAJICS B 3aKPHITOM KapeTe Ha Kpaio JIECHOTO KJagouIna.
CKBO3b Y3KYIO I1IeJTb IJIOTHOM 3aHABECKW OH BHUMATEJIbHO, KaK MaTepBIi XUIITHUK, HAOTIONAI 32 KaxK-
IbIM TIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMM Y pa3pbiToil MOrwibl. ['pad TeprnenuBo oxkugan BO3BpalieHus: CBOUX Copart-
HUKOB U OKOHYAHHSI TOPECTHOTO 00ps/a.

[Moce Tsxenot morpeOayibHON HiepeMoHuU KparuH, TpsACymMMUCS pyKaMy YTHpas Cle3bl
IIEJIKOBBIM IIATKOM, HETPOMKO IPUIJIACU HEMHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX TOCTEN B CBOM OITYCTEBLLUMIA, OCHPO-
TEBIIUM JIOM, YTOOBI IO CTAPUHHOMY JBOPSIHCKOMY OOBIYAI0 MOMSIHYTh YCOMIIYIO CYTIPYTY.

— Mowu riny6ouaiiime cobonesHoBanuss, Cemén MBaHOBUY, — BKPag4MBO, MPUITYIIEHHBIM
rojlocoM Havan J{orogbKMH-CTapIvid, KOIJa TOCTH pacceruch Mo Mectam. [Ipy 3ToM OH BHOJHE
BaJIbSDKHO HATWII ce0e OuepeiHyIo YapKy Kpernkoi Bogku. — He u3BoauTe Bl TaK CBOE cepile, He
KpyuuHbTech nomycty. C 3Toi Harsoi 3aH0301 — JEep3KUM NOoXUTUTeNNeM u3 TaiiHoro npukasa —
MBI ObICTpPO pazbepémcs. U nouenpka Bama Karepuna CemeHOBHA CKOPO BOPOTHUTCS IO/ OTYUH KPOB.
Moii Unbst BOH cam TpeTHid ieHb MecTa ce0e He HaXOOUT OT JKTY4ero ropsi, iCCOX BeCh MaJIbUUK.

Mortozio¥i 4esoBek MOCIYIITHO, YHBIJIO KUBHYJI, COCTPOMB CKOpOHYI0 MuHY. Ha camom xe nerne
HUKakoro ropst Mibst He uctbITeiBan — KartepuHy OH HUKOTA He JTIOOWI, BU/s B HEH JIMIIb BHICO-
KOMEpHYIO CTONIMUYHYIO KyKiy. Ero n3HeskeHHOe IeBUYbMM O00OXaHUEM CaMOJTIoOue ObUIO YSI3BIICHO
TEM, UTO HEBECTY HAIJIO YKPAIM y HEroO U3-T0J1 HOca, HO Ky/ia OoJbllie ero 3a00Tujio doraroe mpuia-
Hoe Kparuaeix — OeckpaifHue 3eMJIM U THICSYM KPETOCTHBIX IYIII, paJy KOTOPBIX OH M OXYMHSLIICS
XKeJIe3HOH BOJIe CBOEr0 aMOMIMO3HOTO MareHbKu. [lophIBaThcst Ha €€ MOMCKH eMY U B MBICIISIX He TIPH-
XOAMJIOCH: TPYCMBasi IyIIOHKA 3aMHpalia OT OJIHOTO YIOMHUHAHMS uileek [IpeoOpaskeHCKOro mojka.

— 41 Benb cpasy, mareHbKa, pBaJiCsi CAMOJIMYHO NoeXaTth 1 3a0path KaTeHbKy CHIION, ¢ OpyKHeM
B pykax! — IJIAKCHBO, 3aMCKUBAIONIEe IV Ha OTIa, J0OaBWI 10Hell. — M3pyOwut Obl Mep3aBiia Ha
kycku! Ho BbI TOr/1a OBUIM KAaTETOPUYECKH MPOTHB, BEJIETH KIATh.

— Huuero, cbIHOK, CKOPO BCE 00pasyercsi, MpOyurM ChICKHYIO TBapb. M BbI ¢ Katepunoit 00s-
3aTeIbHO OOBEHYaeTeCh, OyIb MOKOEH, CIIeJIKa Hallla B CUITY BCTYIUT, — 33 JyMYMBO U IJTyXO OTBETUJ
JloroabKUH-CTapIIHiA, MHOTO3HAYUTEIIFHO 3bIPKHYB Ha XO35MHA JI0Ma.

Cemén ViBanoBMY JTUIIIE MOJTYA MTpUTIAN K KyOKy. TocKa 1 JieieHsIIuii, MOTHJIBHBIH CTpax sa0-
BUTOM 3MeEN 3aroJHSUT ero U3paHeHHyo nymry. Ero Hekoraa Becénasi, BeTymlasi, eIMHCTBEHHAS
moOuMast )KeHa Terepb HABeKH Jiexkasia B CBIPOM, TEMHOM 3emiie. A touka?.. UTo Teneph CTaHeT ¢ ero
XPYNKOH, 0e33alMTHON JOUKOW B Jiarax 0e3kaJoCTHhIX najavyeit borqanoBa? OH 4yBCTBOBA, KakK
MeTJIsI 3ar0BOpa 1apeBrya AJiekces, B KOTOPbI OH TaK HEOCMOTPUTENILHO BBSI3AJICS, TETleph 3aTsTU-
BAeTCs HA €r0 COOCTBEHHOM IIIee.

TeMm BpeMeHeM Ha ITyXOH OKpanHe KJIagOuIia Tshkeas IBepia KapeTbl CO CTYKOM 3aXJIONHY-
nack. Makenm u Kupui He3aMeTHO BepHY/M TUICHHHILY OOpaTHO IMojl KOHBOU rpacda, pacTBOPHUB-
IIUCh CPeN BECEHHUX JICPEBbEB.

— Kyna Bbl MeHs1 Terieph Be3€Tre? — 03a004YeHHO, ¢ 3aTa€HHBIM CTPAXOM CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA,
yCaXkMBasiCh HA MSTKOE CU/IEHbE MPSMO HanpoTUB HUKUTHIL.

— OOpaTHo B Balle 3aToueHue, cyaapbiHs. [IpumMuTe 3T0 MIUMOJIETHOE CBUAAHKE C MATEPHIO
KaK BEJMKOIYIIHBIA KECT C MOEW CTOPOHBI. .. B OJIArOJApHOCTD 3a Ballly Oe3ylpeuHyl0 BUEPAIITHIO0
OJ1arOCKJIOHHOCTb ¥ HOYHYIO JIACKY, — SITOBUTO, C TOPBKUM CapKa3MoM ycMexHyJcss Hukura.

OH J1IeMOHCTPaTUBHO OTBEPHYJICS K 3aHABEIIEHHOMY OKHY KapeThl, ITpsiua OTEMHEBIIINH, TTOJI-
HBIT TyIIIeBHOTO pa3dpora B30p.

— Bbl... BBl MeHs oTIyckaeTe?! — ¢ BHE3aIMHO BCIIBIXHYBILEH, HAMBHOIM HAJEX/I01 B rojoce
Y MTHOBEHHO 3JIMBIINCH MTYHIIOBOM KPACKOU OT JIUXOPAJAOYHOro CMYyIlleHHs1, yrouHwia Katepuna.
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— Her, — rpy00, CJIOBHO NajTauecKuil TONOP OIyCTUI1, Oy PKHYJI OH, 1aKe HE TOBEPHYB I'OJIOBHI.
— U no noBony nporeaineid HoUu. .. PacnpocTpansaTbesi 00 3TOM B CBETCKOM OOIIECTBE MBI, pa3y-
MeeTcsl, He CTaHeM. bor jact, BepHETech Korna-HUOYAb 101 BEHELl K CBOEMY HEHAIJIsITHOMY XKEHUXY
— OH, INIAJUIIb, 110 TJIYIIOCTU HUYETO U HE 3aMCTUT.

Ha stoii (ppaze rpad BHe3amHo 3amHyscs. XBajieHas BbIIpaBKa IO/BEIA €ro: OH CJIOBHO
camoMy cede CO BCEero pa3maxy HaCTYIHJI Ha TOpJIO, TOYyBCTBOBAB JIEACHSIIUI, SPOCTHBII YKOJI COO-
CTBEHHHYECKOH peBHOCTH. Cama MBIC/Ib O TOM, UTO 9Ta JKEHIIMHA, eIlle HECKOJIBKO YacoB Ha3ajl Tpe-
TMIeTaBIIasl B €ro 0ObATHSAX, OyJeT MPUHAICKATh IPyroMy, OIINAPUIIA €0 JUKUM FHEBOM.

Karepuna ynuBin€HHO ¥ 11yOOKO BO3MYIIIEHHO yCTaBUiIach Ha HUKuTy:

— Kak 310 — He 3ametut?! Uto BB BOOOIIE MMeeTe B BULY O/l STHM CBOMM I'HYCHBIM, ITOJI-
JIbIM HAaMEKOM, TOCTIOAMH chiMK ?! Y K ueMy Tenepp 3TOT HIMPOKUIA kecT ¢ moxopoHamu? Heyxro y
0e3IyIIHOro cyXapsi COBECTh X pUCTHUAHCKAsI TIOJ] YTPO MPOCHYJIAch? — 3J10, C IPOCTHBIM OKECTOYe-
HUEM ChsI3BUJIA 33/I€Tasl 3 CaMOe ’KHUBOE TBOPSIHKA.

— BbI MeHs 1 6e3 Toro TepreTh He MOKeTe, CUMTaeTe KpOBOXKAAHBIM uyaoBuileM, — Hukura
MEJIJIEHHO, C TPYAOM IIPE0I0JIeBasi BHYTPEHHEE COMPOTUBIIEHUE, IOBEPHYJICS K HEM JIULIOM.

On mocmotpen Ha KareprHy NMpOH3WTENbHBIM, ITYOOKHMM M IyTaioile HEKHbIM B3IJISAOM
3arHaBIIero camoro ceOsi B JIOBYIIKY 3Bepsi. B 9Toil AylIHO# KapeTe MeXay HUMH CHOBA SIBCTBEHHO
3aUCKPUJIO — BECEHHUH BO3YX 32 OKHOM Ka3aJics MPOXJIaiHee UX 0O0IIHOTO MokKapa.

— A nienath BaMm eni¢ Oosee OOMBHO 51 TPOCTO He HaMepeH. MoXKeT ObITh... MOXKET ObIThb, CO
BpPEMEHEM Ballla JI0Tasi, CJIenasi HEHaBUCTh KO MHE YTUXHET. E3kaiiTe moTOM M MUJTyHTECh Ha 3/10-
POBbE CO CBOMM W3HEKEHHBIM, IynbiM Mmomeit. MHe-To Kakoe Aejo 10 3TOro COIUISAKa.

Karepuna ycraBuiach Ha HEro HIMPOKO PACKPBHITHIMHU, OE3[OHHBIMH TJIa3aMU U JEMOHCTpa-
THBHO IPOMOITYaJIa, FOpIo MOAKaB nputyxime ryosl. K e€ coOcTBeHHOMY, MyraioiemMy u3yMJISHHIO,
cierasi U sJpOCTHAasl HEHABUCTh K 9TOMY YeJIOBEeKYy OoJbllie He BhUKUraia e€ u3HyTpu. Ha cveny ei
MpUIILIA TITyXast, KOJToJasi 3710CTh 32 €ro HeM3MEHHYI0 HaJIMEHHOCTD U JIEACHSIIYI0 OApPCKYIO XOJIO/-
HocTh. EIlE 3Ta u3ieBareibckasi, XuIlHasi yCMeIlIka, KOTopasi BCSIKUWA pa3 BBOAWIA €€ B MOJIMHHOE
OCIIEeHCTRO.

Wimomma 1o cpaBHEHMIO ¢ STUM BJIACTHBIM, IIMPOKOIIEYMM MYKUYMHOM IEMCTBUTENIBHO Ka3aJiCcs
Ternephb IIYIbIM, COBEPLIEHHO He3peibiM Majibuuikoi. Ctomno KareprHe BCHOMHUTD €r0 I1aKCH-
BBII TOH, KaK K TOpJTy MOAKATHIBAJIA BOJIHA pPa30YapOBaHUs — POKOBOE CpaBHEHHE ObLIO SIBHO HE
B MONB3Y keHrnxa. OpHako pazyoexnarh HUKUTY B €r0 peBHUBBIX MBICSIX OHA MPUHIMITHATIBHO He
crana. [la u 3auem? ['pac sicHO 1aj1 HOHSATD, YTO OHA JIsl HETO — JIMIIb Tpodel, MUMoJIeTHasI 3a0aBa
B ILITMOHCKOH UT'Pe, ¥ COBEPLIEHHO eMy HEe MHTepecHa Kak keHIuHa. ITycte Myuaercst cBoel criechio
JaJiblie.

Bckope Tskenasi kapeta pe3ko, ¢ ITTyXUM CKPUIIOM OCTAaHOBWJIACh B TYCTOM JIECHOW IJTYIIIH,
HEMHOT'0 He JIoe3kasl 10 TapaJHbIX BOPOT nomecTbsl Kparnna. Hukura mompaunesn, Bo3Bpaiias ceoe
MAacKy XJIaJJHOKPOBHOTO CJIeJOBATeIsl, U IIPUBBIYHBIM, BRIBEPEHHBIM JIBHKEHUEM ITPOBEPUIT TSIKEIIbIE
KPEMHEBbIE ITMCTOJIM 32 KOKaHBIM MOsICOM. Briepeau ux J1ana JIOByIIKa WA TPUYyM.

OH mornpaBmI MOPTYIIEI0 M 0OEPHYJICS K 3aMEPIIMM B OXKUJIAHUU COPATHUKAM:

— Kupwn, Makcum, Bbl KIUTe MEHs B 3TOU JiecHOH Iyiu. Eciu 1 He nosBiock 10 TpEX
4acoB HOUM, 3HAYMT, TUIaH [TPOBAJIAJICS U 5 MOMAJICA B JIOBYIIKY. Jlasblie Bbl CaMy 3HaeTe, Kak Jieil-
CTBOBaTh N0 ycTaBy TaitHoro npukasa. Coeperure A1eBYOHKY.

— bynp ocropoxen, Huknura, — MakcuM y4acTIMBO M XMYpPO BIVIALENCS B CYpOBOE JIMIIO
Apyra, MocJie Yero KPerko MmoxJIonas ero mno miedy. — Emé pa3 tebe ropopio: 31o 6penoBasi, camo-
youiictBeHHas 3atesi. Ho Te0s1 Besb, ynpsiMila, BCE paBHO He MepeyOeJuTh, KOJIb Thl UTO-TO BOHII ceOe
B I'OJIOBY.
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— Tsi mpaB. U nipekpacHoO 3Haelllb MOU MOTUBBI, — THXO, HO CO CTAJIbHOW HEMPEKJIOHHOCTHIO
B rosioce orBeTu1 Hukura.

I'pad permmTensHO BhIIIET U3 KApeThl B OBICTPO MOACTYMAIONINE BECCHHUE BeUepHIE CYMEPKHU.

[MoBunysick npukazy, Makcum u Kupuiut HeMeIJIeHHO YBeJU TsKebIid OapCKU SKUTIAXK B TITy-
X0e JiecCHoe YKpbiThe. HUKuTa Ke, MacKupysi CBOe TMOsIBJIEHUE U He *kejasi MPUBJIeKaTh BHUMAaHUS
yensau Kparuna, nepecaguin Katepuny B CKpoMHY10, HEPUMETHYIO IIOBO3KY, HA KOTOPOW OHU TailHO
notoOpanuck K ycaapoe. Beckope koneca 3acKpunesy, ¥ MOBO3Ka € TIIyXUM CTYKOM OCTaHOBMJIACH Y
CaMoro napajHoro Kpbljiblia MOrpykeHHOro B TpaypHyto TuiHy Aoma Kparuna. Cepaue Karepunsl
OerieHo 3a0MII0Ch — OHA BO3BpAIIAJIaCh B POAHOE THE3JIO, T/ ellle Buepa OIUIaKUBAJIN €€ MaTh, HO
Ternepb PsIOM C HEH CTOsLT YeJIOBEK, MePEBEPHYBIINIA BCIO €€ KU3Hb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT y BBICOKOTO OKHA MOMWHAJILHOM 3ajibl TsKenash OapxaTHas 3aHAaBECh PE3KO
KOJIBIXHYJIACh.

— K0 3710 K TeOe moxkanosan Ha HOUb s, CeMEH VIBaHOBMY? — MOIO3PUTETHHO CIIPOCHIT
[1érp HukomaeBna JIoroqbKuH, OCTOPOKHO MPUOTKPHIBAs IUVIOTHYIO TKAHb.

OH npuUCTaTbHO BCMOTPEJICS B CU3ble BECEHHUE CYMEpPKU JBOPA, U €ro XOJIEHOE JIUIIO BAPYT
PACIUIBIIOCHh B XMIITHOM, TOPKECTBYIOIIEH YIbIOKE.

— AX, Kakasi HeMbIcIMMas yaada! DToT riynbiil comisk bormaHoB mpuexai npsiMo K Ham B
pyku! Jla eme ¢ Baimeit Oerioi mouepbio KatepuHoil 1, morisau-ka, coBepiieHHo 0e3 cButhl. Hy,
JePKUCH, BHICKOUKA. .. — OH OCEKCsl, 3aIOXHYBIIUChH OT 3JI0Pa/ICTBA.

— ...u Haryter]! Hy 1 caMoMHeHue y 3TOro CbiCKHOro 1eHka! Yrto x, ycTpoum eMmy 1mo-HacTto-
SIIIEMY «TEIUTblii», PalylIHbIA MTpreM, — 3Meei npoiuunest J{oroqbKuH-CTapiiui, XUIHO MOTUpast
JIaJJOHMU.

— YT0... 4TO MHE AefaTh? — UCIyTaHHO TOIJIsIbIBasi HA 3arOBOPILMKA, JPOKAIIUM, ITPEpPhI-
BAIOIIMMCSI TOJIOCOM CITPOCHIT OJIEIHBIN XO35IUH A0MA.

— Ax, CeméH VMBaHOBHMY, BceMy Bac, 0€3BOJIBHBIX TIO(SIKOB, yuuTh Hamo! Berpevaiite Ha
KPBUIbIIE KaK HA B YEM He ObIBAJIO, POBHO TOCTIO IOPOTOMY pajibl. Y3HaiTe, C KAKMMU TPeOOBAHU MU
MpUOBLT 3TOT HATJIEI, HO PO Hac ¢ Mitbeld — HU eqUHOTOo CJIoBa, yrnacu Bac bor BeiaBuTh! 3amanute
ero montyoxe B MapagHble TIOKOM, & TAM Mbl C MOMMU BEPHBIMU CITYTaMU €r0 CKPYTHM, CBSIKEM U
THXO, O€3 JIMIITHEro IIyMa MeperoBOpuM, — JKeCTOKO, MPEIBKYIIas CKOPYIO paclpaBy, YCMEXHYIICS
HoroapkuH. — Waure yx, uaure, BCTpeyanTe JOPOrux rocTel, He 3acTaBisiTe rocnoauHa borga-
HOBA K/1aTh!

OH GecriepeMOHHO, TPy0O MOATOIKHYJI €Ba JIepKaBIIerocsi Ha Horax coOOeceIHUKA K BBIXOLY
Y3 MOTPYKEHHON B MOJIyMPAaK CTOJIOBOM.

Kak Tospk0 32 O€3BOIBHBIM XO3SIMHOM JIOMA IJTyXO 3aKpbLIach Tskesas asepb, Uibst loromnb-
KUH SIPOCTHO, COPBABIIUCH HA (paJIBIIMBBIIA KPUK, BHINATWII B JIULIO OTILY:

— 41 cam, caMOJTMYHO MPUKOHYY TOTO Mep3aBIia, OATIOIIKA, MTO3BOJb! OH CUIION yAepKUBAIT
Molo aparoueHHyo KareHpky B cbipbix kazemarax! M1 bor BecTb, B KaKMX KyTKHX, CKOTCKMX YCIJIO-
Busix! Eciu Obl He Ballv BeuHble, TPYCIMBBIE 3aIpeThl. .. 1 ObI MPSMO ceifuac CMbLT 3TOT MO30p €ro
KpOBbIO!

Crapmmii JJoronbKvH Me/IJIeHHO MTOBEPHYJICS U CMEPUIT ChIHA JIE/ISTHBIM, ITTyOOKO MPe3pUTEITh-
HBIM Y YHUUTOKAIOILIUM B30POM:

— OcTtbiHb, Typak. KeHIIUHBI OTHIONb HE CTOST TOTO, YTOOBI U3-32 HUX CTOJb OypHO pacra-
JISITBCSI M PUCKOBATh rosioBoil. Heysxenu tee 1 BIpsAMb Jmo0a 3Ta jKeMaHHas KyKJa?
ChIH yIMBIIEHHO, CO BCIIBIXHYBILEH MJIBUMINECKON OOUI0M TOCMOTPEN Ha POIUTES:

— lNanenbKa, 51 ke MCKPEHHE JKeJalo B3SITh 3Ty OJIaropoiHylo JeBuIly B keHbl. OHa MHe Oec-
KOHEYHO MWJIA M IOpora, cepiile MOE K Hell JIexKUT!
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[érp HukomaeBny TskeN0, M3MYUYEeHHO B3/10XHYJI. OH BHIMATEIbHO, CJIOBHO Ha C1aO0YMHOTO,
MOCMOTPEJ Ha CBOETO €IMHCTBEHHOTO HACJIE/IHUKA.

— Mwuiblii MO MaJIbuMK, 3Ta AEBUIIA POBEJIA CTOJILKO JIHEN M HOUel Hae/IMHe, BO BJIACTH JIPY-
rOro, CWJILHOTO ¥ TOJIOMHOTO JIO TUIOTU MYXXUHHHI. .. Ellle COBEpIIIEHHO HEU3BECTHO, YTO STOT XHIII-
HUK C HEHl BHITBOPSLT B CBOMX 3acTeHKax. M Thl OC/Ie BCEro 3TOro HECMBIBAEMOT'O TI030pa 3aX0uelllb
BBECTH €€ B Halll JIOM 3aKOHHOU XO3SKOM ?

OH nopomien BIoTHYIO K Wibe, MonaBisisi ero CBoe 3JIoBellell (pUurypom, 1 3arisiHysl eMy
MPsIMO B MCITyTaHHbIE, MEUYIIMECs I1a3a:

— Tol 1OOPOBOILHO HA30BEIb CBOEH CyIpyroi odecuerieHHyo 6a0y? C 3TUM MPOKJIATHIM,
pa3opeHHbIM ceMericTBoM Kparuna Ham Tenepb 1 BOBCE HE CTOMT CBSI3BIBATHCSI — OHU OTPAOOTaHHBIH
Marepuat. Thl ke OTIIMYHO 3HAJ BCE MOM BEJMKHE, JAJIEKO MIYIIME 3aMbICIbl IIPU JBOPE C CAMOTO
Havyana! K yemy Tenepb pasbIrpbiBaTh 3Ty ACIHIEBYI0, CCHTUMEHTAIbHYIO JTIOOOBHYIO Tparejuio?

— Orer, 4... 1 He 3Hao. .. [IpocTo s Bcerga gymas, 4yTo Thl UICKPEHHE Paj] Hallled [IOMOJIBKE.
N Kars... Kars neifictBUTeIbHO MHE JI00a, — B TIOJTHOM 3aMellaTeIbCTBE, Tepsisl OCTaTKU CIIECH,
6eCroMOIITHO MPOOOPMOTAIT MOJIOZION YeSIOBEK.

IOnas ocoba McKpeHHe eMy CUMIaTH3MpoBajia. MBICIb O TOM, YTO 3Ta XPYyNKasi, CUSIOIAs
MOJIOZIOCTBIO KPACaBHIIa CTAHET €ro JKEHOMH, JIbCTUIIA €r0 CaMOMIOOMIO U 0OeIaa JIETKYI0, PUSITHYIO
*u3Hb. Ho 3Ta poOKas BecHa B ero JyIie MTHOBEHHO yBsijasia Tiepe/] JIUIIOM CypoBo# peaibHocTu. C
CaMoro JIETCTBA JECMIOTUYHOE CJIOBO OTIIA OBUIO JIsl HEr0 He MPOCTO MPUKA30M, & HETPEKJIOHHBIM,
CBSIIIEHHBIM 3aKOHOM, HE MOJUIeXkaIlMM COMHEHHUIO. BrIpOoClnii B TEMJIMUHOM YIOTE, W3HEKEHHBIN
IoHe1l (PU3UYECKU He Haxoau B ceOe CHJT AJ1s TpoTecTa. B MpucyTCTBUM poauTeisi ero BOJIs Mapaiu-
30Baslack. He cMest mepednTdb, OH MapagoKCaabHBIM 00pa3oM MPeBpaTHiI CBOM MAaHWYECKUH CTpax B
CJIeTIOe MOKJIOHEHHE — OH OYKBaJIbHO OOrOTBOPUJI CTOSIBIIIETO TMepel HUM pacyeTIMBOrO, XOJIOTHOTO
M KECTOKOr'o 4€JIOBEKA, BUJA B €10 TUPAHUHN BBICIITYIO MYOPOCTbD.

— CBIHOK, MOXKBEM — YBUUM. fl Beqb xkelaio 1Jist TeOsl BCero camoro JIy4Ilero B 3TOi 3eM-
HOM K13HU. Bce Mou TaliHble, OTacHbIe IeSTHUS — TOJIBKO PaJid TBOETO OJIArOMoyvusi, YAHOB U TPsi-
AyHIero c4acrbsl, — MPUTBOPHO CMATYNIICA HOFOIIBKHH-CTapHII/Iﬁ 1 IIOKPOBUTEJILCTBEHHO IMOXJIONAJI
NapHs 10 IUIeyy.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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