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AHHOTaAMSA

B rmiyxoit uame XuBET JECHUK — JOOpBIA CTapHWK, 4YTO
MOAKAPMJTUBAET 3BEpeid 3UMOU U JIEUUT CJOMAHHbIE KPbLTbS MITHUIIAM.
Bce ero mo0saT. Bece, kpoMe OIHOH JE€BOYKH, KOTOpas OIHAXKBI B
COJIHEUHBIM TOJNJEeHb 3aMeTH/Ia: JIECCHUK He OTOpachlBaeT TeHb. A
3BEpH, KOTOPHIX OH <«JICUMT», IOCJE BCTPEYM C HUM CTAHOBATCS
PYYHBIMH HaBcerja — C MYTHBIMU IJIa3aMU M THUXHM, POBHBIM
JbIXaHUE MEPTBbIX.



Ajaexkcanap Bocemon
Koca 4. «JlecHUK, KOTOPBIN
He OTOpachIBaeT TEHb»

I'nasa 1. ToT, KTO KOPpMHUT 3Bepen

3uma B nepeBHe Tuxui bop pyivHHas, Kak goiaruil BIox. OHa
HE MPOCTO MPUXOAUT — OHA OCEIAET Ha KPHIIIAX TSIKEIBIM CJIO-
€M U 3aMHUpaeT, OyTO MPUCTYIIIMBAECTCS K KaXIOMYy CTYKY Cepii-
ua. Jlecuuk Edum xuBET HA caMOM Kpalo, IJie Tailra CMbIKaeTCst
HaJl KPBIIIeH, KaK CJIOKeHHBIE B MOJIMTRBE JIaJIoHU. 13 TpyOb! ero
U30YIIKW TSHETCS JbIM — €IMHCTBEHHBIN XWBOW CJIe]l B 9TON
3aCThIBILIEN KapTUHE.

Bce B neperne moowmm Ecduma. [letn 6exanu Kk Hemy, eBa
3aBUJIEB BBICOKYIO (pUrypy B nmotpénanHoi myde. OH Bcera HeC
¢ coOO0l MEIIoUeK C 3epHOM, TOPCTh CyXapei, KyCOK BsUJICHOH PhI-
OBl — BCE, YTO MOT cOepeyb 7151 CBOMX «IOIONIeYHBIX». [ OBOpH-
JIM, 9TO y HEro pyka Jierkas: eciau Epum nornmagut mo roiose —
XBOpb YUJET, €C/U IIEMHeT CJI0BO — cOo0aKa MepecTaHeT BhITh,
a pe6EHOK — r1akaTh. OH JIeYUsT CIIOMaHHBIE KPbLTbsl ITHIIAM,
TIepeBsI3bIBAI JIAMbI 3akIIaM, TPeJT B JTaJOHSX 3aMEP3IIUX OCJIOK.
W 3Bepu UM K HEMY caMU — He U3 CTpaxa, a OyATo 3HAJIH: 3/1eCh
TEIIO, 3/1eCh OE30IacHO.

Ho Obu1a B nepeBHe ofiHa JeBouka — Mapbka. MajeHbKas,
C IIa3aMH, B KOTOPBIX BCera Tuieckascs Bonpoc. OHa oouia



Jiec, HO He JIIoOUJIa TUIIMHY, KOTOPasi CTAHOBHJIACH CIIUIIIKOM T'y-
CTOM BO3JIE IoMa JieCHUKA. V1 ogHakabl, B pEIKUM COJTHEUHBIN
TIOJIJIEHb, KOTJIa CHET CBEPKaJ TaK, YTO CJIENWIO IM1a3a, Mappka
3aMEeTHJIA TO, OT YEro y He€ MOXOIOEIIN HaJIbLIbL.

Edum crosin y nosieHHUIIbL, MPOTATUBA JIOCIO KYCOK YEPHOTO
xsie0a. ConHile OMI0 MPSMO B CIIMHY CTapUKY, 3aJMBAJIO OIS
HY 30JI0TOM, PUCOBAJIO JJIMHHBIE TEHU OT €JIEN U JaXe OT CyXOu
BETKH, Jiexaiei Ha cHery. Ho y E¢puma tenn ve Obut0. Hu Ha-
méka. Hu Tonkoro koutypa. Hu pazmeitoro nsitha. Tonbko cBer,
KOTOPBIN Oy/ITO CTEKaJl MO ero (purype U ucue3as, He OCTaBIIss
cresa.

Mappka 3amepiia, Ipruxas BapexkKy Ko pry. Eit xorenoch 3a-
KpU4aTh, 1M03BaTh MaMy, OpPOCUTbCS MPOYb — HO HOTH OYATO
BPOC/IM B CHET. A IOTOM OHa IOCMOTpeJIa Ha J1ocsi. OrpOMHBIN,
MOTYYHid 3Bepb CTOSII, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, M KeBaJl XJ1eO C TOM Ke
MOKOPHOI HETOPOIUIMBOCTBIO, C KAKOM OBLA LIUIUIET TPABY Yy 3a-
6opa. Ero maza Obut MyTHBIMH, CJIOBHO 3aTSHYTHIMH TOHKOW
TUIEHKOM, a JbIXaHUe — POBHBIM, TUXUM, TOYTH HECIIBIIIIHBIM.
Kak y Toro, KTo aBHO nepecras 60poThCsl.

W 1yt Mappka noHsia: 38epH, KOTOpbIX «ieuns» Edum, He
MPOCTO CTAHOBUJIUCH PYyUHBIMU. OHU CTAHOBUJIUCh. .. IPYTUMHU.
B Hux ucyesana IMKOCTb — Ta camasl MCKpa, YTO 3aCTaBJISET
3ailla MYaThCs Yepe3 IoJe, a BOJIKA — BbITh Ha JIyHy. BmecTo
He€ MOsIBJISIACH CTPaHHasl, Myraoias NoKOpHOCTb. OHU He 00-
AJINCh HU JIIONEN, HA OrHs, HU Aaxe coOcTBeHHON Ooym. OHU
IIPOCTO. . . COITIAIIAINCD.



Beuepom, korga cosHIle NpOBanIOCh 32 KPOMKY Jieca, a Te-
HU BBITSIHYJIMCh W CJIWJIUCh B OJHY TEMHYIO peKy, Mapbka TUXO
CIPOCHJIA Y MAMBI:

— Mawm, a nouemy y nsaau Eduma Her tenu?

Martb B31porHya, OynTo g0ub yaapuia e€ cioBoM. JIuro eé
Ha MUT CTaJI0 4yXKHM, KECTKMM, a [IOTOM CHOBA CMATYMJIOC.

— To1, HaBEepHOE, MPOCTO COJHILIE CIENUJIO, JOYeHbKa. M
TeHb ynaJia 3a nosieHHuiy. He BbiiymbIBai.

Ho Mapebka 3Hasa, 4yto He BbiaymbiBasia. OHa Bugena. U te-
niepb Ka/Iblid pa3, Korjua B JepeBHe ropopriii: «Kako ke 100-
poiii Hat1 Epum!», B rpyay y HEE CKMMAJIOCh YTO-TO XOJIOJHOE
Y OCTPOE, KaK JIbIUHKA.

A HOUbIO, KOI/Ia IEPEBHS YCHYJIA MO TSAKEIBIM OJIESJIOM TH-
IIIMHBI, U3 Jieca JIOHECCS 3BYK — HE BOM, HE KPHK, a UYTO-TO Cpe/l-
Hee. [TMHHBINA, TATY4YHid CTOH, OYITO KTO-TO 3BaJI HA TIOMOIIIb,
HO YK€ He HaJesuIcs, YTO ero ycielmar. M B OTBET Ha 3TOT 30B
U3 TEMHOTHI, M3 CaMOW TIyOMHBI Yallld, TUXO CKPUITHYJIA ABEPh
U30YIIIKY JIECHUKA.

I'naBa 2. /leBouka, KoTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha 3eMJII0

CoHs JiroOWIa MOJJIeHh — TOT KOPOTKUA MM, KOTJIa COJIH-
1e, Oy/ITO yCTaB OT COOCTBEHHOM TSKECTH, 3aMHUPAJIO B 3€HUTE
Y PacCHIMNAJIO 10 CHETY OCJIeTIUTe IbHbIe UCKPBL. B Takve MUHYTBI



OHA UIpajla B «TEHU»: YEPTUJIA IPYTUKOM CHITYIThI €JIEH, JIOBUIIA
KpaeM IJ1a3a, Kak OHHU MOJ3YT 1O OesioMy oo, OyATO KUBBIE, 1
mienTaina um umeHa. s Conu TeHu ObLIM HE MPOCTO TEMHBIMU
NATHAMU — OHM ObUIM CJIEJIOM 5KM3HHU, €€ OTIEeYaTKOM, JOKa3a-
TEJBCTBOM, YTO THI €CThb, YTO ThI JBIIIUIIb, YTO MUP Te€Os UyB-
CTBYET.

B TOT neHp cHer ObLT OCOOEHHO YMCTHIM — KaK CTpaHHMIIa,
Ha KOTOPOY €IlE HUKTO He Hanucasl Hu cioBa. CoHs npucena Ha
KOPTOYKHM, MPOBEJIa MaJblEM O XPYCTAILIEW KOPOUYKE, BbIBENA
KOHTYP CTapoy OepE3sl — U BIAPYT 3aMepia.

Muwmo nipomién Edpum.

OH maran HETOPOIUIMBO, MPUBBIYHO, C TEM CaMbIM CIIOKOW-
HBIM JOCTOMHCTBOM, C KAKUM XOJAT JIIOIY, YBEPEHHBIE, UTO JIEC
UX 3HaeT ¥ He oouauT. Ha miieye y Hero Brces MEIoK ¢ KOpMOM,
B 0OpoOJe 3ammyTajuch CHeXUHKH, a U3-TIO]] AKN BHIOMBAIACH
cenas npse. letu B nepeBHe ropopwin: «aas Epum — 106-
pblit». B3pocibie kuBamu: «Pyka y Hero Ji€rkasi, 3Bepud K HEMY
caMU UayT».

Ho cHer nox HUM ocTaBajICss HETPOHYTHIM.

He Ob10 HU criieda carora, HU BMATHHBI OT MEIIKa, HU Jla-
JKe JIETKOTO IPUMSITHSI, KAKOE OCTaE€TCs OT JIbIXaHusi B MOpo3. U
I71IaBHOE — He ObUTO TeHW. HY TOHKO# MOJOCKH, HU pa3MbITOTO
koHTypa. ComnHile 6110 MPSMO B CIIMHY JIECHUKA, 3aJTUBAJIO €0
CBETOM, HO He OCTaBJISJIO 32 HUM HUKaKoro cieaa. Kak Oyaro oH
IIIEJ HE TI0 3eMJIE, a CKBO3b HEE.

CoHs cxana nanbLpl B KyJaKU TaK, 4YTO HOI'TU BIIWJIKCH B Jia-



nonu. Eit xotenock 3akpuuath: «Cmotpure! CMmotpute Bee!» —
HO TOJIOC 3aCTpsUl TJE-TO B TOpJe, TSKEIbIA U KOJMIOUMM, KaK
JBIUHKA. BMecTO 3TOro oHa HaKJIOHWIACh Y TIPOBEJA MAJIbLIEM
10 TOMY MECTY, Iie TobKO uTo npomén E¢pum. CHer Obl1 poB-
HBIM, HETPOHYTHIM, OYATO 3/1ECh HUKTO W HE XOIWII.

A OTOM OHa NOAIHSJIA I71a3a Ha JIOCS, KOTOPBIY CTOST Y OITyIII-
ku. OH cMOTpeI IpsIMO Ha HE€ — WJIM, BEpHEe, CKBO3b Hee. Ero
1a3a ObUTM MYTHBIMH, CIIOBHO 3aTSIHYThHIMU TOHKOW TeEJICHOM, a
JbIXaHHE — POBHBIM, TUXUM, O€3 €IMHOTO BCXJIIA, O€3 POKH.
Takum AbIXaHUEM JIBIIIAT Te, KTO yke nepectai 6osthes. Te, KTo
CMUPUJICH.

CoHsl BCIOMHMIIA, KaK HEJEJII0 Ha3aJ, 3TOT JIOCh BbLI HA JIYHY
— HU3KO, MPOTSIKHO, TaK, YTO y cOOaK B JIepeBHE MIePCTh BCTa-
Basia Jp100M. Tereps OH CTOSIT HEMOABMKHO, CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY,
Y CMOTpEJI Ha JIECHUKA C TOM MIOKOPHOM NIPEJAHHOCTBIO, C KAKOU
PEeOEHOK CMOTPUT Ha CTPOroro, HO JIIOOMMOTO POAUTEIISI.

«OH ux He jeunt, — BAPYT NoHsi1a Const. — OH ux... 3a0u-
paer».

Omna He 3HaJIa, YTO UMEHHO 3a0upaet E¢pum — ux crpax, ux
SIPOCTh, UX JAUKOCTb. .. WJIM YTO-TO Oosbiniee. Ho Teneps oHa Bu-
JieJia: 3BepH, KOTOPbIX OH «CIacayl», CTAHOBWIMCh PyUYHbIMU HE
OT J100pOTHI, @ OT 4ero-To Apyroro. OT MyCTOTHI, KOTOpasi TH-
X0 3arOJIHAJIA UX U3HYTPU, KaK TyMaH 3aloJHSET JOJIMHY TIepes
PacCBETOM.

ConHile Ha4yalo KJIOHUTHCA K 3aKary, U TEHU BOKPYT CTaIU
IUTMHHEe, Ty1ie, TeMHee. OHM TSHYJIUCH K AOMY JIECHHKA, OYITO



XOTeJI OOHSTH €ro, CIpsATaTh, 3auTUTh. Ho Tens Edpuma Tak u
HE MOSABUJIACK.

Beuepowm, Korjia iepeBHs yKyTajlach B TULIMHY, a AbIM U3 TPYO
CTaJl €AMHCTBEHHBIM JIBUKEHHUEM B 3acThiBIIEM MUpe, CoHs cena
Ha KPbLIbLIE, MOATAHYJIA KOJEHH K IPyAU U IIPOLIENTAIA B TEM-
HOTY:

— Ecnu y Hero HeT TeHu. .. 3Ha4UT, OH He OTOpachiBaeT CBeT.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT W3 ITyOMHBI Jieca JIOHECCS TUXHM, POBHBIN
3BYK — HE BOW, HE KPHUK, a YTO-TO cpeHee. bynro KTo-To 3Bai
Ha MOMOIIIb, HO YK€ He HajesIcs, 4to ero ycabimar. U rae-to
JIAJIEKO, 3a JIEPEeBbsSMM, CKPHUITHYJIA IBEPh U30YIITKH.

I'naBa 3. Pyunsbie

Tpoma, o kotopoii CoHs Oerajia ¢ caMoro JISTCTBa, Terepb
Kazasach eil uyxou. Kaxapiii cyrpo0 OyaTo MPUTANIICS, KX IbIA
CYXOM CYK MOXO/WUJI Ha BBITSIHYTYIO PYKY, @ TEHHU OT eJieil — Ha
JUITMHHBIC, HEPOBHBIE IIpaMbl Ha OeoM mooTHe cHera. CoHs
114, He TIOJIHUMAsI TOJIOBBI, U BCE BpeMs CMOTpeJia BHU3 — He
Ha CBOM CJIe/Ibl, @ HA TO, KaK 3eMJIsl IPUHUMAET IIIarv, Kak CHer
YyTh OCEJAET, KaK JIOMAETCs TOHKas JiensHas Kopka. nsa Heé
9TO CTaJI0O MEPUJIOM PEAIBHOCTU: €CJIU €CTh CJIe/] — 3HAYUT, MUP
HacTosmi. Eciu ecTh TeHb — 3HAYUT, THI JKUBOM.

N notomy, Korga oHa yBUjIeNa JIMCY, JIEKABIIYIO Y MOBaJICH-
HOW COCHBI, €€ cepilie CHavasla MOANPLIrHYJIO OT pagocTu. Jluca!
Hacrosimmas, peikast, y/ITo KycOuek 3aKarta, 3a0bIThIi B 9TOM Ce-



pom Jiecy. B nponuiom rony CoHs Bugena, kak Edpum ykyTsiBai
9Ty CaMylo JIMCY B CTapoe OJEsIO, IIENTal 4YTO-TO, INIaaui 1O
rOJIOBE, a IOTOM BEJIEN JIETAM HE LIyMETbh — MOJI, 3BEpPI0 HYXK-
HO OTIOXHYTb. Torna Bce KMBajM, yibslOAInCh, TOBOPUIM: «BoT
BeJlb YEJIOBEK KAKOM, Jaxe TUKOTo 3Bepsi He OpPOCUT».

Tenepp CoHs He ynbIOaTach.

JIuca niexxasna HEMOABUKHO, BHITSHYB JIAllbl, CJIOBHO OT/bIXaJIa
nocje joiroit noronu. Ho He ObUIO B Hell HU HaNpsKEHUs, HU
TOTOBHOCTH BCKOYMTb U METHYThCS Mpoub. He Obl10 1axe Toro
€/1Ba YJIOBUMOI'O TPEIeTa, KOTOPBIM BCEraa BBIIAET KUBOE CyIIE-
CTBO, Jaxe crsiee. M camoe rmaBHoe — oHa He yOerana. [laxke
xorga CoHs MoJOIILIA ITOYTH BILIOTHYIO, 1aXKe KOrJa XpyCTHYJA
BETKa I0J1 CarloroM, Jjaxe KOrja CHET OCBIIAJICS IPSMO Ha JIMCUI
OOK.

Cons npucena Ha KOPTOYKHU, HE CBOAA Ia3 c 3Beps. Jluca
CMOTpeJIa MpsIMO Tiepes; coOol — He Ha JIEBOYKY, HE CKBO3b HEE,
a KyJa-To Jajplle, Tyjaa, I1e JIeC CTAHOBUTCS OECKOHEYHBIM U
6e3mosBHBIM. E€ rmaza Oputn Kak MyTHOE CTEKJIO: B HUX He OTpa-
’aJjicsi HU CHer, HU Hebo, H1 cama CoHst — Huyero. byaro BHyT-
PU HUX 3aCTblIa TOHKAsl, HENPO3payHas IEJIEHa, CKPbIBAIOILAs
BCE, UTO KOIJAa-TO JIENAaso JIUCY JIUCOU: €€ XUTPOCTh, €€ CTpax,
€€ XKaxkay KU3HU.

JleBouKa mpoTsiHy/a pyKy — MeUIEHHO, OyATO 0Os11ach CITyT-
HYTb TUIIUHY. [lanblbl KOCHYIUCH pbikero mexa. OH ObLT TEN-
apM. He mipocTo TEMIbIM — ropsiuum, Kak OyATo BHYTPH 3BEpsi
TJIEJT MAJIEHBKUM, ypsAMBIA yronek. M Tyt CoHs mouyBCcTBOBasIa



€llI€ KOe-4To: €/1Ba YJIOBUMOE, POBHOE JIBUKEHUE T0]] IIEPCTHIO.
Cepnrie. OHO 6MII0Ch — HO HE TaK, KaK JOJKHO OUTHCS Y TUKOTO
3Bepsi, 3arHAaHHOTO JIecoM ¥ 3uMor. He OBICTpO, HE OTYAsIHHO, HE
B puTMe nodera. A MeJIeHHO, pa3MEepPEHHO, C IyTraoIeid TOUHO-
cThio. Kak MasiTHUK B TyCTOM KOMHAaTe — THK... TaK... THK...
TaK... — OY/ITO OTCUMTHIBAJTI HE CEKYH/IbI, @ YTO-TO Topas3io 00-
Jiee TSKETIOoe.

— Tl MeHs cablimiib? — npoientaina CoHsl, cama He 3Hasl,
K KOMY 00OpaIiaeTcst — K JIUCE UJIH K JIECY, WU K TON HEBUIUMOM
CHJie, 4TO c/ienasa 3Bepsi TaKUM. — Tbl Be/lb MEHSI BUAMIIID ?

Jluca ne moprayna. He meBesnbHynack. TombKo 3TO poBHOE,
ynpsiMoe OMeHre MPOOJKaIO 3BYYaTh MO/ MabllaMy, HATIOMMU-
Hasl O TOM, YTO XU3Hb €LIE IEPKUTCS, HO YK€ HE TPUHALJIEKUT
camou JIuce.

CoHsl BCIIOMHWJIA, KaK paHbIIIe JIMCHI UICUE3alI B TIO/IJIECKE 32
JIOJTI0 MTHOBEHHU 1, KaK MX XBOCTBI MEJIbKAJIA MEX/1y IEPEBbSIMU,
KaK OHU OCTaBJISUIA HA CHETY LIETIOUKY JIETKUX CJIEIOB U OOJIbIIe
He BO3Bpalauch. Teneps ke nepej Hell Jiexkaso CyIIeCTBO, KO-
TOpoe He xXoTesio Oexarb. Kotopoe He MorJo.

«OH uX He JIe4YuT, — CHOBA MPOHECJOCh B IOJIOBE, OCTPHIM
Y XOJIOOHBIM, Kak JiefAsTHOM Betep. — OH UX JefaeT py4yHbIMU.
HaBcerma».

CnoBHO noATBEp:KAAsA 3Ty MBICIb, JIMCA YyTh MIOBEPHYJIA TO-
JIOBY — He pe3KO, He MO-3BEpUHOMY, a TakK, Oy/ITO KTO-TO OCTO-
POXHO MOBEPHYJ €€, KaK 3aBOIHYIO UIPYHIKY. [[BrukeHne ObLIO
HEECTECTBEHHO IJIaBHBIM, [IOYTH MeXaHU4eCcKUM. U B 3TOM 1BU-



JKEHUU He OBLIO HM JIIOOIBITCTBA, HU CTpaxa — TOJIBKO TIOKOP-
HocTb. Ta camast, uro myrana CoHIo cuiibHee JTI0O0TO PhIYaHus.

['ne-To nasieko, B riiyOuHe Jieca, XpyCTHYJIA BETKa. 3BYK ObLT
PE3KUM, U4y:KMM B TOU 3aCThIBIIIEW TUILIMHE. JIMca He B3IpOTHY-
na. He nosepHyna yieil. Tonbko €€ ria3a — 3TU MYyTHBIE, ITy-
CThie OKHa — YYTh CIABHHYJIUCh, OYATO MPHUCTYIIUBASCh K Ue-
My-TO, 4yero COHsI He MOIJIa YCIIBIIIATh.

A TOTOM U3 Yally AOHECCS TUXMM, POBHBIMA 30B — HE T0JIOC,
HE KpHK, a YTO-TO cpeliHee. BynTo KTo-To 3Bajl CBOMX, HO yxke
0e3 HaJIeK /bl Ha OTBET. Ml B TaKT 3TOMY 30BY Cep/Iiie JIMChl CHOBA
yIapuiIo — MeJICHHO, YBePEHHO, Oe3KaJloCcTHO. THK. .. Tak...

CoHns oTaEpHY/Ia PYKY U MONSTUIACH, TTOKA HE YIEPIACh CIU-
HOU B CTBOJI COCHBI. CHer KOJIOJI CKBO3b TKaHb KYpPTKH, HO OHA
He 4yBCTBOBasa xonofga. OHa cMOTpena Ha JIMCY U TIOHUMAJIA:
9TO He CraceHue. ITo He 10O0poTa. TO YTO-TO JPYroe — TUXOE,
TEpIEIMBOE, HEOTBPATUMOE, KaK cama 3uMa.

Korpa comHIie KOCHYJI0Ch BEpXYIIIeK IEPEBbEB U JJIMHHBIC Te-
HU TIOTSIHYJIMCh Yepe3 Jjiec, Oynro uépHble peku, COHs BCTana u
nonuia rmpoys. OHa He omsiibiBajiack. Ho yyBcTBOBaIa cCrimHOM
STOT HEMOABWKHBIN, IMyCTOW B35, YyBCTBOBasA, Kak OH MPO-
BOXKaeT e€, He Kellas, He HeHaBU/s, He JII0Os — TPOCTO CIIeTys
MpUKa3y, KOTOPBIl OHA HE MOIJIA YCIBIIIATh, HO KOTOPBIA 3ByYal
B KQKJIOM POBHOM y/Iape JIMChero cepalia.

Tuk... Tak... Tuk... Tax...

I'naBa 4. KpbLibsi



B TOT eHh MOPO3 CTOST TaKOM, UTO Aaxke BO3AYX Kazauics
TBEPIBIM — OH HE IUTbUI, HE KOJIBIXAJICS, a JieXkasl Ha JIepeB-
HE TUIOTHBIM, 3BEHSIIMM MoK pbiBajioM. CoJiHIle BUCeTIO B Hebe,
OneHOE W PaBHOAYIITHOE, OyATO 3a0bUIO, Kak TpeTh. etn cou-
JIMCh y CTaporo 3a0opa Ha Kpai AepeBHU — KYTAJHCh B IIap-
(b1, ipsiTaM HOCHI B pyKaBa U CMOTPEJIH, KaK U3 JIECa BBIXOAUT
Edum.

OH mén MeaeHHo, 6epekHO MPHKUMast K TPy CBEPTOK U3
MemKOBUHbL. TKaHb e]Ba 3aMETHO IIeBeIUIaCh — U OT ITOTO
JBVDKEHUST y peOsT 3aMUpatio cepiiie: BHyTpu Obuto kuBoe. Ko-
ria Edum mogomén 6mmke, MEIIKOBMHA MPUOTKPbLIACh, U BCE
YBUJIEJIM TEMHbIE TIEPbsI U OCTPbIiA, KPIOUKOBATHIH KJTIOB. DTO ObI-
Jla coBa — OosbIasi, C THTAPHBIMU TJIa3aMH, KOTOpBIE TeTepb
OBLTM TIPUKPBITHI, OYATO MITHIIA PEIIAIa HU HA YTO HE CMOTPETb.
OIHO KpBUIO BUCENIO HEECTECTBEHHO, IepedrTOe, CIIOMaHHOE —
BUJIHO OBLIO JaXke OTCI0[a, CKBO3b MOPO3HYIO JIbIMKY.

— Hsana Edpum, ona ympér? — BeikpukHy [leTbka, camblil
CMEJIBIN U3 MAJIbYMILIEK.

Edum He 0OepHYJICs, HO TOJIOC ero Mpo3ByYa pOBHO, CIO-
KOIHO, KaK Bcerja:

— He ympér. 4 e€ nmognedy. Y MeHs pyka J€rkas.

N oH nporén MmumMo, a I€TM OCTaIuCh CTOATh, BAbIXASA JIEA -
HOW BO3/IyX U MeperisiibiBasch. B 3THX neperisgax OblIo 1 BOC-
XHIIIEHWe — BOT Be[b YeJIOBEK, JIaxke TUKYI0 NTUIly He Opoca-
€T, — W JIETKUW XOJIOIOK, KOTOPBhId HUKTO HE peliayics Ha3BaTh



CTpaxoM.

Cons cTOsI1a 4y Th MOOAAJTB, HE B TOJIIE, a B CTOPOHE, ITIE TeHb
ot 3a060pa najasia Ha CHeT AJTMHHON Y€pHOM noyiocoit. OHa cMOT-
pena He Ha Ecpuma, He Ha cOBy — OHa CMOTpeJia Ha 3eMJTIO Y €ro
Hor. U cHoBa He ObuTO TeHu. Hu Haméka. Kak 6ynro cBet 00xo-
JIWJT €r0 CTOPOHOM, He JKeJiasi OCTaBJISITh CIE/.

Ha cnenyioiiee yTpo coBa cujenia Ha BeTKe y OKHA U30YIIKY.
He Ha xepouke BHYTpH, HE B TEIUIE — CHAPYKH, MIPSIMO Ha TO-
JION BeTKe, MOKpbITOi nHeeM. OHa He meBemwiack. He mopra-
na. Ilepbst e€ ObUTH paciyIeHbl, OyITO OHA MBITANACH yIepKaTh
TeIJI0, HO B 3TOM He ObLIO HU YCHJTUS, HU 00pbhObl. OHA TIPOCTO
cuaena — HeroJBMKHAs, KaK BbIpe3aHHas U3 JiepeBa.

Jletn mpubexaau CHOBA, Ha STOT pa3 ¢ XJeOOM 1 CeMeUKaMHu.

— HaBaii enn ckopmum! — 1ienrtan [letbka. — MoxkeT, oHa
IIPOroJIoaach!

OHU NpoTArMBaIM YrollleH!e, Maxald pyKaMu, 3BaIu: «Iil,
COBYILIKA, Hy XOTb KIIOHB!» HoO coBa He cmoTrpena Ha Hux. Eé
171232 OBUTH OTKPBITHI, HO B HUX He ObLIO HU MHTEpECa, HU CTPaxa,
HU roJiofja — TOJIKO POBHas, IycTasl TUIIMHA, KaK B KOMHATe,
U3 KOTOPOH JIaBHO YIILJIM BCE 3BYKH.

Tperuit nens. CoBa BCE Tak ke cuielia Ha BeTke. Berep Tpe-
naj e€ mepbsi, HO OHA HE MbITAJACh YKPBITHCS, HE MPUKUMAIIA
KpbUIbs, He B3AparuBasia. OHa OyATO HE YyBCTBOBAJIA XOJIOAA.
Wnm 3a0bl1a, 9TO €ro HyXKHO OOSIThC.

YereepThii JeHb. KTO-TO M3 B3pocnbix ckazan: «HaeepHoe,



OHa npocto oTabixaeT. E¢um 3Haer, uto genaer». U Bce kuBaiu,
MOTOMY YTO TaK OBLJIO MPOIIE — BEPHTh, UYTO BCE MPABUIIBHO,
YTO CTapUK CIlacaeT, a He 3a0upaer.

Henens. Cora He ena. He nuna. He kpuuana. He noBopauu-
BaJjia royioBel. OHa cujielia, Kak 4acoOBOM, IIOCTaBJIEHHBIN Ha ITOCT,
OTKyJa HeT Bo3BpaTa. E€ Kpbulbg — TO camoe, 4TO JeJiajo ee
COBOM, YTO TMO3BOJISIO €i JIETaTh HaJl JIECOM, BUJIETh JI0ObIUY B
TEMHOTE, YXOIUTb OT ONACHOCTUA — TENEPb JIeKAIU TAKEIBIMU,
0e3’KM3HEHHBIMU JIOCKyTamMH. Jake cJIoMaHHOE KpbLIo OY/ITO Tie-
pecrano 00ieTh — He TOTOMY YTO 3aKHIIO, & IOTOMY 4YTO UyB-
CTBO YIILJIO.

OpHax/Ipl BEYEpOM, KOT/a COJIHIE yKE CKPBUIOCH 32 JIECOM,
a TeHW CTaJM JUIMHHBIMU U Y€pHbIMU, COHsl MOAOIILIA K BETKE,
Ha KOTOpoy cuzena coBa. OHa BCTasla IpsAMO I0J, HeH, NOIHIA
TOJIOBY U TPOIIIeTTaa:

— Tl MeHs ciblimiib? XOTh MOPTHU, €CIIU CJIBIIIUIIID.

CoBa He mopraysa. Ho e€ rma3za — 3Ty siHTapHble, KOrja-To
’KMBBIE TJ1a3a — YyTh CABUHYJIUCH, OYITO MPUCTYIIAIUCH K Ye-
My-To, yero CoHsl He MOIJIa yClblath. M B 3TOM ABMXEHUU He
OBbLIO KU3HU — TOJIBKO OTKJIMK. Kak Oyaro KTo-TO OEpHYN 32
HEBU/IUMYIO HUTb.

W3 n30ymiku Beimen Epum. On ocraHoBuiics psjgom ¢ CoHeld,
MOCMOTpEJI Ha COBY, TIOTOM Ha JIBOYKY — M YJIBIOHYJICS TOM ca-
Mo 100pOH, CIOKOWHOM YJIBIOKOM, KOTOPOW BCE TaK JIOBEPSUIH.



— He Ooiicsi, — ckazan oH. — OHa Tenepb B 6e30MaCHOCTH.
Bosnbie en He Hy)KHO HUKYJa JIETETh.

CoHns cxana KyJaky TakK, 4YTO HOI'TH BIWJIUCH B J1aloHu. «He
HYKHO JIETETb» — 3TH CJIOBA 3BYYaJlM B €€ IrojIoBe, KaK MPUro-
Bop. [ToroMy 4TO JleTaTh — 3TO W 3HAYMUT OBITH KUBBIM. A Ta,
YTO CUJUT Ha BETKE, He JieTaeT. 1 He xouer.

Houslo, Korja 1epeBHs yCHyJIa, a JIeC HAllOJTHWIICS TUILIMHOM,
B KOTOPOW CJIBIIIHO, KaK MajaeT Kaxaas cHexknHka, CoHs exa-
JIa ¢ OTKPBITHIMU [JIa3aMu U ciyinaia. v Bapyr — coBceM THXO,
eBa yJIOBUMO — JI0 He€ JOHEccA 3ByK. He KpuK COBBI, HE XJI0-
NIaHbE€ KPBUILEB,  YTO-TO APYyroe. ByaTo KTo-1o npoBEn najslem
10 CTeKJTy — JIJIMHHBIN, TOHKUH, CKpeOyIIUii 3BYK, OT KOTOPOTO
110 CIIMHE OesKali MypaIlKy.

A yTpoM coBa BCE Tak ke cuuena Ha BeTke. He mesenmmace.
He moprana. He ena.

Ona He ymupana. 1 He xuia.

Ona nipocro 6buta. Kak Bems. Kak npenmer. Kak Tens, y ko-
TOPOM HET XO35MHA.

I'nasa 5. Uto pacckazanu neq MaTBei

B nepepne Tuxuii Bop crapuku He JTIOOUIM TOBOPUTH O Jiece.
He motomy uTO Hevero ObLJIO CKa3aTh — a IMOTOMY YTO CJIOBa
OyATO LETUISUIUCH 32 BETKU M OCTABAIUCH TaM, B TEMHOTE, TJIe UX
kT0-TO cinymai. Ho CoHsi 3Hana: eciu Xouelib YCIbIaTh MpaB-
ny, vy K ey Mateeo. OH Xl Ha OTIIMOE, B IIOKOCHBITICH-
cs1 u30YIIIKe, TJIe TTaXJI0 CMOJIOW, CTAPhIM KeJIE30M U ABIMOM, KO-



TOPBII MOMHWJI €€ TOBOEHHBIE 3UMbl. OH ObLIT €IMHCTBEHHBIM,
KTO He KuBaJ npu umenu Eduma, He ypidaics U He TOBOPWIL:
«Kakoii e oH 100pbIii».

CoHns npuiilia K HeMy IoJl Beuep, Korja COJIHIIE YKe JIErI0 Ha
KPBIIIH, KaK TSDKENOE ONEsIO, U TEHU BBITSHYIUCH TaK, YTO Ka-
3aJI0Ch — OHH XOTSAT JIOTSIHYThCSI JI0 JIeca M yTaIlUTh ero Oxke
K gomaMm. Jlen cuaen Ha KpbUiblie, YAHWI CETh, MaJblibl Y HETO
ObLTH y3/I0BaThie, OYITO KOPHU CTAPOTO JIEpeBa, a B3I — OCT-
Pblii, TPUBBIKIINI 3aMeyaTh TO, YTO JIPYrue He BUJISAT.

— Jen MatBeu, — tuxo ckazaia CoHs, He penasich NOAHSTh-
Cs1 HA CTYMEeHbKY. — A paHblIIle. .. PaHbIIIe TYT TOKe ObLT JIECHUK ?

MarBeii He TTOAHSJ TOJOBBL. TOJBKO MAJIBLBI €r0 Ha MUT 3a-
MepJIM Haj Y3JIOM, a TIOTOM CHOBA 3a/IBUTAJIMCh — MEJICHHO,
YBEPEHHO.

— Bbul, — oTBeTMJI OH IIIyX0, OYATO BBHITAJIKUBAI CJIIOBO
CKBO3b UTO-TO TsakéENoe. — W 1o Hero Oput. I no Toro — emé
onuH. [lenouka Takas, nnmHHas. Kak Tpona, TOJbKO HEBUIUMASI.

CoHs cxana BapeKKM B KYJIaKH.

— A OHH... OHM TOXe 3Beper kopMuan? Jleunnm?

MartBeli HaKOHeIl OAHSUI IV1a3a. B HMX He ObLIO HY 3JI0CTH, HU
KaJIOCTU — TOJIBKO YCTAJIOCTh, KaKasi ObIBAET y T€X, KTO CJIMIII-
KOM JOJITO HOCWJI OJHY U TY k€ MpaBAy.

— Kopmumm, — ckazan oH. — Jleuwsn. Beé kak ceityac.
Tonbko. .. — OH nomoya, OyaTo noadupas clIoBoO, KOTOPOE He
UCTIOPTUT BO3AyX. — TONbKO OHU He orOpackiBamu TeHW. Hu

OJIVH.



YV Conu BHYTpH BCE MOXO0JIOAENO, OYATO KTO-TO TIJIECHYJI Jie-
JISTHOU BOJIBI TIPSIMO B IPY/b.

— Kak 310? — npomenrana ona. — Cocem?

— CoBcem, — kuBHYJ MartBeii. — CoJTHIIe CBETHUT, CHeT OJie-
CTHT, JIEpPeBbsI PUCYIOT JUTMHHBIEC TIOJIOCH HA OEJIOM — a y Jiec-
HUKa mmycTo. Bynro ero u Her. Mm GynTo OH He U3 3TOro MUpa.

CoHsl BCIOMHUJIA JIUCY — TEIUIYI0, HO HETIOJIBUKHYIO, C IJ1a-
3aMM U3 MYTHOT'O CTeKJ1a. BcromMHuIa coBy, KoTopast cujiena Ha
BETKe, HEe MOprasi, He Iposka, He JKeslasi )KUTh U He yMUpas.

— A Kyaa OHM NOTOM JEBAINCh? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, TOJIOC
JPOTHYJI, HO OHA HE Jayia eMy clioMarbes. — Te, mpeskHue jec-
HUKH?

Martgeit oT10xui cethb. [1asbiipl ero 3amepiu, TSKEbIe, HeTlo-
nBvkHbE. OH nocMotpen kyga-to MuMo COHHM, Tyaa, TAe Jec
MOACTYNAJI K JIEPEBHE, KaK TEMHAs BOJTHA.

— VYxoaumm, — cka3as oH Tuxo. — B yamy. He no geny, He
3a 3BepeM, He 1o Tporie. [IpocTo 1M — 1 He BO3BPAIAIKCh.
Hukro He kpryan, HUKTO He 3Bajl. [IpocTo ogHaX bl yTPOM UX
He ObL10. ByaTo niec 3a0pait cBoé.

CoH# MOYyBCTBOBaJa, Kak MOpPO3 MPoOUpaeTcs Mmoj KypTKy,
KaK OH ITOJI3€T 10 CIIMHE, XOJIOIHBIM Y HACTOMYMBBI.

— W HUKTO HE MOIIEN 32 HUMU? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

MarBel ropbKO YCMEXHYJICSI — TaK YCMeXaloTcsl Te, KTO 3Ha-
€T, YTO CIIpaIIiBaTh OECIONE3HO.

— Kro noiaer? — ckazan on. — Bce mymanu: ycran yeno-
BEK, YILIEN UCKaTh HOBOE MecTO. Vi mpocTo B Taury nojaics. A



TIOTOM TTPUXOIMJT HOBBIN. Takom ke CriokorHbId. Takoi xe 100-
pbiii. V1 cHOBa KOpMUJI 3BE€pEl, CHOBA IIENTAJI UM YTO-TO, CHOBA
aenan ux pydasiMu. U He oTOpachiBas TeHU.

Ou 3amomyas. M B 3TOM THILMHE CTAJIO CIIBIIIHO, KAK CKPUITUT
Ha BETPY CTapasi COCHa, KaK I7Ie-TO JaJIeKO XPyCTHYJIa BETKa, KaK
JEpeBHS IBIIUT — MEJICHHO, OCTOPOXHO, OyATO OOUTCS pas-
OyOUTb YTO-TO CIISIIIIEE.
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