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Co cmepThio [IopraHa MpUBBIYHBIN TTOKOU MOKUAAET CEBEPHYIO epeBHI0.Cpeau
TeX, KTO MPUIIIES C HUM MTPOCTUTHCS, TOSIBIISIETCS OH — MpauHbiii CTpaHHUK.
ToT, Jeii B3MIA CMOTPUT CKBO3b TeOs1 — B3IV YeJIOBEeKa, 3aryIsTHyBIIIero

3a 'paHb U 3HAIOIIETO O MUPe OOJIbIIE, YeM JA03BOJIEHO. MeCTHbIe BUIAT €ro
BIIEPBBIE, HO CaM OH OTJIMYHO 3HAET, 3a4EM MPUIIES B 3Ty IyIilb.OH MPUILENT

3a Anupoi.OcupoTeBIlas yUeHUIla 3Haxapsl 1axke He IoraJblBaeTcs, B [IEHTpe
KaKuX coObITUI OKa3atack. OHa ocTasiach COBCeM OJHA: C IapOM BUETh AHUMY,
KOTOPOTO TOKa He TIOHUMAET, U HepacliedaTaHHbIM IMMCbMOM, CITIOCOOHBIM
nepevyepKHyTh BCE, UTO OHA 3Hasa O ceOe.A TeM BpeMeHeM B CaMOM BO3JIyXe UTO-
TO HEYJIOBUMO NepeMEeHWIOCh. BEKOBOM Jiec 3aTUX, U 9Ta HEMPUBBIYHAS TUILIMHA
MOJTHUTCSI TyPHBIM MIPEIUyBCTBUEM, TSHYIIIUMCS U3 TOW CaMOM Yallly, yepes
KOTOpYIo Jiexkall myTh CtpanHuka.Ho KTo OH Ha caMoOM Jiene: TOT, KTO UCIIONTHSET
MOCJIE/IHIO BOJTIO Jl9priaHa, UM MpeiBeCTHUK HacTosimeit Oypu? U k yueMy uMeHHO
IIsprian BCE 3TO BpeMs TOTOBWJI CBOIO YUYEHUITY ?
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Baanuciaas Pen3
I'ne racHer niaamsa

Berynuienue
— V meHns MypalllK1 OT HETO... — BIIOJII'OJIOCA MMPOBOPYAJI BSHHCp, IJIOTHEE 3aKYyThIBAACH
B TIOHOIIIEHHBI MeXoBOoM xkuiieT. — He MOT'y IIOBEpUTDb, YTO IISpI/IaH BOOWJICA C 9TUM MpPAYHbIM

YYKaKOM.

OXOTHHUK HEIOBOJILHO TIOKOCUJICSI B CTOPOHY HE3HAKOMIIA. TOT CTOSUT 4yTh MOOAAJb, HEMO-
IBUKHO, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha rpydu. Boicokasi ¢urypa B TSKEIOM YEPHOM ILalle Ka3aaach MATHOM
ThbMbI Ha (DOHE TUISALITYIIUX OJMKOB OrHsl. CBET KOCTpa TSAHYJICS K HEMY — U TOHYJI B INIOTHOM TKaHH,
HE B CHJIaX BBIXBATUTh U3 MpaKa HU JIMIA, CKPHITOTO KAIIOIIOHOM, HU €IUHOTO JBMKEHUS.

Huxkro He cnpammBar, kto oH. Ha ceBepe dykakam He pajoBaIUCh.

Jlaxe ternHsple Mcbl He Jasiid. ToNMbKO TIIyX0 BOpYasiu, Mpunaas K 3emye, OyaTo 4ysuii TO, Yero
HE BUIAT JIOOU.

— D, Tl BOOOIIIE MEHs Ciylaeib?!

BannHep oOpatnazcs Kk JeByllike, CTapasch He MpHUBJIEKaTh BHUMaHUA. AJUpa CTOsIa COBCEM
PAIOM — U Kazajiach OeckOHeYHO fanékou. [1ycToil, ocTekIeHeBIIMi B3IJISI PUKOBAH K SI3bIKaM
riamenu. [lo6reqHeBIee UI0 3aCThUIO MACKOM. B yIlax ryzeno Tak, 4to OHa He CIbIIIajia HU pac-
cripocoB baHHEpa, HU T1a4a KEHIIUH, HU TPECcKa MOJIeHbEB.

KT0-TO CYHYy”N eii B pyKH KpyXKy C TpeisioM. Aimpa He nmoMHMIa KTo. [aybliel 0OXBaTHIIH
TEIJIOE JepeBo, HO TeIUla OHAa He YyBCTBOBaJa. ['peils1 max ToppoM U IbIMOM — 3HAKOMBIN 3arax,
KOTOPBI Bceraa o3Havau aoM. Ceiiyac OH He 3HAUMJI HUYero.

B onun mur e€ mup pyxuyn. Pacceimancs nemom. Co3HaHMe OTYAsTHHO OTKAa3bIBAJIOCH MPU-
HUMaTh HOBYIO peajlbHOCTh. ENKWMil 3amax ropbKHUX MOrpedabHbIX TPaB, OPOIIEHHBIX B OrOHb, JKET
HOBJpH, TIOATBEPK/Iasi CTPAITHYIO UCTUHY: J[opraHa OoJbile HeT.

Psnom BexiuIiHyna eHIIMHA, YPOHUB IIMHSIHYIO yaiiky. Ta 3BsikHyJa o KameHb. HukTo He
00epHYyJICS.

OH He ObUT efl KPOBHBIM POJICTBEHHMKOM, HO CKOJIBKO AJiMpa ceOsl TOMHIJIA, STOT YeJIOBEK
Bceria Haxoauics psiaom. OH He TPOCTO 3aMEeHIUJT e pOAUTeNIei, YbKX JIUI] OHA JIake He MOMHUIA, —
OH ctan Jyisg He€ BceM. OTIIOM, yUUTeNIeM, €JMHCTBEHHOM ONOpoit. JJoOpbIM, MyIpHIM U HEBEPOSITHO
3a00TuBbIM. CTapblil 3HAXaph HAY4WJI €€ YUTaTh 3HAKW MPUPOJbI, CIYIIATh MIENOT BETPa, BhIUEP-
yuBaTh Npocreiiiue ¢opmyiisl. IHOrIa B MPOILIOM JIEBYIIIKE Ka3aI0Ch, OYITO OH C TUXOU IPYCThIO
TOTOBUT €€ K YeMY-TO BEeJIMKOMY U Hen30exk HO cTpaiHoMy. M Tonbko cefiuac, cTosl y ero KocTpa, K
Hell MPUIILIO TOPbKOE OCO3HAHUE, K Y€MY UMEHHO. ..

BaHHepy XBaTUJIO OMHOTO B3MMIsAJa Ha €€ OKaMeHEBIIUH MpOoduiib, YTOOBI MOHATH: OTBETA OH
He A0kAETcss. OXOTHHUK HE MPUBBIK K CJIOKHBIM MBIC/ISIM, HO TYT U IyMaTh ObUIO He Hago. CMmepThb
CTaporo 3Haxapsl U MOsIBJICHHUE Uy’kaKa B YEPHOM He CY/IUJIM AIepeBHE HUUYero xopoiero. Kak Tonbko
JlapuaH UCITyCTU MOCIEAHUH B3/10X, BO3AYX CTaJl TSKENBIM, BI3KUM, OY/ITO Mepe]] 3aTsKHOM Oypeil.
ITOro HUKTO He MPOU3HOCKI BCyX. Ho mouyBCTBOBA KaskAbIN.

BaHHep 3Ha1 3TOT Jiec Kak cOOCTBEHHBIH ToM. [lake rTyOOKOM HOUBIO Yallla He Crajia: OHA KA,
ObIIIAJIA, HAOMHSIACH JaNEKUMHU KPUKAMU HOUHBIX MTHUIl U CKPUIIOM BeKOBbIX KpoH. Ho ceronus
Jiec coBHO BbiMep. OH OIJIOX U 3aTauJics.

Takoro OXOTHUK He CIIBIIIAT HUKOT/IA. 3BephE, ObIBAJIO, HEHAJIOJITO CMOJIKAJIO, €CJIM MOOJIH30-
CTH phICKaJ XUIMHUK. Ho 4TOOBI Bech Jiec 3amMep BOT TaK, pa3oM... 3HAUUT, B Yallle 3aBeJIOCh HEUTO,
OT Yero MoMnpsTagoch BCE KUBOE.
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Ho kynma cuibHee ero myraj Ipyroi BOMpOC: KaK 3TOT MOTYQJIMBBIA HE3HAKOMEI] B YEPHOM
yMyZApuiIcs JoOpaThCs 1O AEPEBHU, €CJIM €AMHCTBEHHAS JI0pora BeIET Yepes 3Ty caMylo 3aTauBIIy-
1ocs vanry?
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I'masal

Ha nBope crosina paHHsAs oceHb — BpeMs, KOIla CEBEPHBIE BETPBI TOJBKO HAUYMHAIOT CBOU
3aBBIBaHMS, a JIMCTBA MOKpbIBaeTcs OarpsHueM. Hukorna emeé B TaBepHe Maaa He ObUIO Tak THXO.
Hasxe kpyxku He crydanu. Hapon coOpaicst He paau nonoiiku. Best nepeBHs mpyiiuia, 9To0bl MOYTUTh
namATh Iapuana.

B 06011 ceBepHOIT AepeByIIKe, 1axe caMOi 3axyJalon, UMeJIoCh MOOOHOE 3aBe/IeHne — He
MIPOCTO MECTO TSI BHIMMBKY, a HACTOSIIIEE CepALe MOceIeHUs. 3/1eCh COOMPAINCh, YTOOBI OOCYIUTh
HOBOCTH, 3aKJIIOYUTD C/ICJIKH, PEIIUTh POOIEeMbl. A Ha CeBepe 3HAJM: JToOble, 1ae CaMble 3aIyTaH-
HbIE€ BOIIPOCHI PEIIAIOTCS MPOLIE 32 KPYKKOM 0OKUTaloIero rpemia.

Uy:xaku Ope3nIMBO Ha3bIBaM TOT HAmUTOK «[loinom ceBepsiH». [I1 MECTHBIX ke OH ObLI
CIIaCeHNEeM — T'YCTOM, KPETKUI I'PeiiT pa3oM BBHIIIMOAT U3 Tesa X0J0. Y Hero OblI pe3KHid, ri1yoo-
KHMI BKYC C HOTOW TOP(SHOIO JIbIMa U TSKEIBIM, BSKYLIMM ITPUBKYCOM KOCTSIHOTO KOpHsA. HarmmTok
00XHTaJl TOpJI0, CJIOBHO JKMAKHMI METaJUI, HO MMEHHO 32 3TO JlypMaHsIIee TeIUIo, pa3vBaloeecs
I10 ’KMJIAM, €70 Y LIEHWIN B KaXXJOH 3/ICIIHEN TaBEPHE.

— Bain 3aka3. ’Kapkoe 1 BbIITMBKa, — POBHO, 0€3 BbIpaxkeHus1 pou3Hecaa bperra.

Ata KpyIHas, IVICYNACTas )KEHIMHA HE TOJIBKO Pa3HOCUIIA 3aKa3bl, HO M KPETIKO Jep:xasla Mopsi-
IOK B 3aJie. B e€ mmpokux naloHsaX ¢ JErKOCThIO Tepsilach MacCUBHAsI JyOoBasi KPY)KKa, a YTOOBI
BBICTABUTH B3alllel NiepeOpaBIIIero padoTsry, eil 0OBIYHO XBaTalo OJHOTO B3MIsAAa. Brpouewm, npy-
rOro BBIPAKEHUSA JIMLA Y HEE, KAXKETCA, OTPOIACH HE BOAUJIOCH.

B nepesHe menTanuce, 4To B MpOLUIOM bperTa ciyxuia B KOpoaeBCKOU I'Bapayy, HO IO HEU3-
BECTHBIM [TPUUMHAM OKa3aJ1ach B 3TOM ITylv. HUKTO He 3Has1 HaBEpHsIKa, paB/ia 3TO WX OYepeiHas
kabankas 6aiika. Cama BperTa 0 mponuioM Mosyana. A TeM HECKOJIBKMM CMENTbYaKaM, YTo IBITAINCh
JIe3Th K HEel ¢ paccipocaMy, OHa OJHAKIIBI JIOXOMYUBO OOBSICHUIA — U OOJIBHO, — TI0YEMY TOTO
J€eJ1aTh HE CTOUT.

— bunaropapio, — cyxo, OTBETWII 4ykaK M3-110[ KaITIOILIOHA.

Bperra yxe pa3BepHynach, 4TOObI YITH K CTOHKE, HO YTO-TO B €ro TOHE 3aCTaBUJIO €€ 3aMepeTh
1 OpocuTh OBICTPBIN B3IIIsA[ Yepe3 miedo. HesHakomen, Tak ¥ He OTKMHYB KalllOIIOH, HECIEIITHO
IIPUCTYIINJI K Tparne3e. Buagumon yrpossl ot Hero He ucxoauiio. Ho bperra HyTpoM 4dysiia oracHOCTb.

— Yr0-TO HE Tak? — CIIOKOMHO crpocuil vyxak. OH Jaxke HE OTOpBaj B3IVIAA OT MUCKH,
MEJIJIEHHO NOMEINBast JIOXKKOU I'yCTOe BapeBo.

Bperra cxana ryOsl 1 Moya ymuia K cToiike. Borpoc 3actai e€ Bpaciiox: OH He MOJHUMAJ
TOJIOBBI, HE MOT BUJIETH €€ ABMkeHuA. Kak oH y3Has, 4yTo oHa 3amsutack? Ho 4yxue crpaHHOCTH —
HE IIOBOJL BBIIBBIPUBATh TOCTS. Y HEE €CTh Jiesla TIOBaXHEE.

Korna He3Hakomell OTOABHMHYI IyCTYI0O MUCKY M B3I B JIATHOM IEpUATKE KPYKKY C TPEUIIOM,
T'yJI TOJIOCOB B 3aJle CTUX. [leCATKHU a3 CKBO3b MOJYMPAK YCTABUJIMCh HA OIMHOKYIO (PUTYPY B YIUIy.
Tot, KTO MPOOOBa TPeii1 BIEPBbIE, BPSI JIM MOT 3a0BITh STOT OOKHUTAIOIINIA ONIBIT — HAIUTOK Jpal
ropJio, KaK HaxAak. M yx TOYHO HMKTO HE NUJ €ro 3aamnoM. JIoau 3aTamim AbIXaHue, OKUAasi, Kak
CaMOYBEPEHHbII UyKaK 3aKalllIsAeTCs] UM C OPaHbIO BHIIUTIOHET MOWJIO HA IOJ.

Hesnakomer mogHEC KpyKKy K ry0am U craj nmuth. MeaieHHO, poBHO. OnycTui1 €€ Ha CToJ
JIMIIb TOTJA, KOTZIAa B HEM HE OCTAJIOCh HU KaIlIu.

— Ja kTo ThI, P1ok T€0s1 iepH, Takoi... — U3yMJIEHHO BBIIOXHY BaHHep, cuaeBiumii 3a coce-
HUM cTOJIOM. OH HEBOJIBHO CKaJl CBOIO KPYXKKY.

Jlo 3TOro MOMEHTa JIMILB JBOE KUTENIEN NIEPEKMHYIIUCH C YY)KaKOM I1apoy CJIOB: crapocTta buk,
BCTPETUBILIUH €r0 y BOPOT, U bperra. OcTasbHble NIPEANOUNTAIN AEPKATHCSA HA PACCTOSIHUN — Ha
CEeBEpE HE MPUHSATO JIE3Th C PACCIIPOCAMU K TEM, KTO HOCUT Jocrexy 1 MomuuT. [lopansiie ot rpexa.
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TurmumHa, nmoBuUcIIast Mocjae TOro, Kak 4yXkak OCYIIIII KPYKKY, BCE elé He paccesiach, Koraa
IBEpb CKPUIHY/A, 00/aB MOMEIIEHHe CTPYEH XONOAHOTO HOYHOTO BO3/yXa, U B TaBEPHY BOIILIA
Aupa.

Hesnakomerr BCE Tax e Chjiel 32 CBOMM CTOJIOM, ONUPAsICh JIOKTSIMHE O CTOJICHTHHUITY M ITOJIOKHB
NOIOOPOAOK Ha CIETUICHHBIE MabIbl. TeHb OT KaITIOIIOHA IOJIHOCTBIO CKPBIBAJIA €r0 YepThl. JleByIka
Ha CEeKYHJly 3aJeprkajiach y mopora, Opocuia Ha Hero JOJTHUi, MPUCTAIBHBIN B3IJISI U HATIPABHUJIACH
K CBOUM.

CeBepsiHe CIIBUHYJIA CTOJIbI B OJJVH JJIMHHBIA Psijl, 9TOOBI A€PXKATHCSI BMECTE B STOT MPAYHBIH
Beuep. AJIpa ¢ yCTaJIbIM B3[I0XOM OIYCTHJIACh Ha CBOOOIHOE MECTO psiioM ¢ baHHepoM.

— Kak 11?7 — monbITascs IpuaaTh rpyooMy JIMIly COUyBCTBEHHOE BIPaKEHHE OXOTHUK.

— He mory noBepuTb, 4TO €ro OOJbIle HET, — TUXO MPOroBOpUiIa AJMpa, TSI HA OIUIBIB-
uryio cevy. — ¢ naxe He ycrnena nomnpouiarses. OH BeJib HAPOUHO OTIPABUI MEHSI B TOT CTapblii
OXOTHHYMIA IOMHUK Ha LIEJTYI0 HEIENIO 171l TPEHUPOBOK! 1 5ke BHesa, YTO OH IJIOXO ceOsl 4yBCTBYET.
Sl conpoTuBIIsIach, OTKA3bIBANIACH YXOAUTh, HO OH HacTos1. CKaszall, 4To 3TO HEOOXOAMMO, a €ro
HEeJJOMOTraHue — BpeMeHHoe. YOex a1, 4To MpoCTo Moroja MeHsieTcsl, OCeHb Ja€T O ceOe 3HaTh...

— OH npocTo He XoTes, YToObI TH BUENa ero yracanue. [1o3ToMy 1 3anpeTus Ham roBOPUTh
Te0e, — HEeJIOBKO MOMbBITAICS yTeINTh € BaHHep, NomaauB Mo I1evy MUPOKOH JaioHblo. — OH
ocTaBWJI MUCbMO. ThI ero yxe rpodsia?

— Her. He mory... [loka He Mory. Bc€ el kaxercsi, 4TO OH IPOCTO BBIIIEN 32 TPABAMM... —
OHa CHOBA 3aMOJT4aJja, CJIOBHO KakJI0€ CIIOBO PAHWIIO €€.

BauHep notymnw B3MIsiA, He 3Hast, 4To cKasaTh. CeBepsiHe — Hapo] CypOBBIi, TOAOUPATh HYX-
HBIE CJIOBA B MOMEHTHI TOpsi OHM He yMesH. He mpuaymaB HUYEro Jiyydliie, OH PEIIiil CMEHUTh TEMY:

— HMHTepecHo, 0o 3TOT YyXkak emme coonpaercs TyT TOpYaTh? — OH €/1Ba 3AMETHO MOTHYJT
rOJIOBOI B CTOPOHY TEMHOTO yTJIa.

— ToI yTO-HUOYH y3HAT 0 HEM? — CIIpocHiia AJTUpa, C TPYAOM MEpeKJTIoYas MBICIIH.

— TonbKO TO, YUTO OH XJICHIET IPeils1, Kak Boay ! — nomopiuics baunep. — Hazpasicss Ctpan-
HUKOM. ['oBOpUT, cTapsiii apyr [dspuana.

Anupa HaxMypusack. [IpuaH HUKOIIa HE YIOMUHAT JPYy3el C Iora WK CTPAHCTBYIOIIMX BOU-
HOB.

— Har rocts 3aragoyen. Jlymaio, mopa rnorpruBeTCTBOBATh €r0 KaK CleayerT.

— Ia yx... Ctoi, uro?!

IIpexne yem banHep ycrien 0co3HaTh CMBICH €€ CJIOB M CXBAaTUTh 32 PYKaB, JEBYIIKA PEILu-
TEJIbHO MOAHSUIACH U TIOLUIA MPSMO K YITIOBOMY CTOJIMKY. Pa3roBopsl B 3ajie MTHOBEHHO 3aTHUXJIH.
TuivHa crana 3BeHSIIeH.

— Wrak? — 6e3 Joirux NpuBeTCTBUN AJMpa OIMyCTUIACH HA KECTKUIA CTYJ HAIPOTUB 1yKaKa,
MBITASICHh PA3IJISAAETD €ro IJla3a CKBO3b MPAK KallioIIOHa.

V cBugeteneit orBuciu yemoct. Heckonpko nonrux ynapoB cepaiia CTpaHHUK MoT4ajl. 3atem
MEJJIEHHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY BOOK U TIPOM3HEC:

— V 1ebs uI0 caxeld HCaYKaHo.

OH 1J1aBHO MOJHSUIT PYKY, 3aKOBAHHYIO B JIATHYIO MEPYATKy U3 YEPHOTO METalIa, M yKa3asl Ha
€€ JIEBYIO ILEKY.

— Bor 31€ck.

3an ApyXKHO BbIOXHYNI. KTO-TO HEpPBHO XOXOTHYIN, KTO-TO TMOKayaa ronoBoil. Hampsixenue
HEMHOTO CTaJo.

Anupa ke He CBOAMIIA TJ1a3 ¢ ero OpOHH.

— 71U gocriexu... YepHbIN MeTau1, OarpoBbie PyHBbL...

CTpaHHUK TIOBEpHYJ JIaJ0Hb, ME/IJIEHHO PACCMATPHBasi BSA3b TJICIOMIMX OArpoOBBIX MPOKHIIOK
Ha YEPHOM cTam, — OYyITO BUJET UX BIEPBbIE.

— W 4T0 B HUX TaKOro? — HaKOHEII CIIPOCHJI OH, OIyCKasi PyKy Ha CTOJL.
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— JlapuaH noka3plBaj IOX0KUE MMCbMEHA B CTapol KHUre. ['0BOpuJI, UTO TakKe pyHbl JpEBHUE,
peaKue, ¥ 0 HUX MOYTH HUYEro He U3BECTHO.

— Penxue, ropoputiib... — CTpaHHUK CHOBA INOJHEC NIEPUATKY K JIMILLY, pa3isblBasi €€ C JIeHU-
BBIM MHTEPECOM, OYJTO TOJIBKO cefiuac 3aMeTHII.

— Kak Oyaro eI cam He 3Haelnb! — AJspa pe3Ko MOAHSIIACh, U CTYJT TI033aq1 He€ OThexall
B CTOPOHY.

— TbI UX nyraenib, — CIIOKOMHO 3aMETUJT YYKaK.

Anmpa ornsHynack. OqHOCETbYaHEe CMOTPEIM Ha He€ ¢ TPEeBOroM, mapa MyX4YuH y OJMKHEro
CTOJIA TIOTSIHYJIACh K TOMopam, JieskaBmM psijioM. [ToHsB cBolo ommoKy, Ampa BblgaBuia ciadyro
YIBIOKY ¥ o0ozpstionie KuBHYJIa BaHHepy. TOT KOPOTKO KMBHYI B OTBET, HO IJIEYH €T0 PacCaaOUIHCh
He cpa3y. OHa CHOBa OIyCTWJIaCh Ha CTYJI, BBIAOXHYJIA U MOAAJIACH BIIEPEN, 3arOBOPUB THILIE:

— Kro 1617 OTKyza Tl 3Haemb [Iapuana? — HaCTOMUYMBO MMOBTOPUIIA IEBYILIKA.

— $1 3Han MHOrUX. [I3praH ObLIT OHUM U3 HUX, APYTOM. DTO BCE, UTO MOKA TeOe HyKHO 3HATh,
— POBHO OTBETHJI Uy’KaK, HE CMEHUB TO3BI.

Topeunb cMemanack ¢ Krydum JTIOOOMBITCTBOM. AJIpa BCMOTpeNach B dyskaka. CIIMIIKOM Mpu-
crajbHO. Ml MUp B €€ m1a3ax Hayasl MEeHSThCS — KaK Ha OJIHOUM U3 TPEHUPOBOK ¢ [IspuaHom.

Ona yBugena Anumy. Tyckible, TOpoW €Ba pa3IMuMMble IOTOKH, IIPOHM3bIBAIOIIME BCE. Y
KaKJIOTO CBOH IIBET — TJIe-TO sipue, rae-to Oneanee. YUCTHIN U TTyOOKUI ANMpa BUjENa TOJIBKO
y Hopuana. Yro 3Hauut pasHuua B 1perax? OHa He 3Hana. He ycnena cnpocuts. Ho B uenoBeke
HAIlpOTUB, Ka3aJI0Ch, He ObLJIO AHUMBI BOBCE.

Ho 3a ero cnimHoi#t kiryomiack TeMa. ['ycTast, moutu ocszaeMast. Ajvpa repeBena Tyaa B3IJIsiI.
Takoro oHa He BUJEIa HUKOrJa. A Korja BCMOTpeJach — U3 TbMbI [IOCMOTPEJIN B OTBET.

— 370 KpaiiHe HEBEXJMBO, — BHE3aITHO HApYyIIWJ TUIIUHY POBHBIA, 0€3 SMOIMI Trojioc
CrpaHHUKa, 3aCTaBUB AJIMPY B3IPOTHYTh U 000PBATh TIOTOK, — OCMaTpUBaTh YeJloBeKa 0e3 ero pas-
pelueHus.

OH He CMeHWJI TI03bl, HO TTPOJOJIKIIT BCE TEM K€ JIEASTHBIM TOHOM:

— Jlspuany cromsio Obl HAyYUTh TeOs1 XOPOIIMM MaHepaM BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MPEToiaBaTh
Maruio. XoTs, HaBepHOE, 3a IOJibl B 3TOW INIYILIU OH U CaM UX pacTepsii, CyIs MO ero yueHHULE.

ITH cI0Ba B30ECHIIH JIEBYIIKY. AJMpa 10 N0OeIeHHsI KOCTSIIEK CKajla KyJaku, 10 OOJH Kemast
yZIapuTh Harsena o Jimiyy. Ho pa3ym ocTaHOBWIJI pyKy: €CJI OHa OpOCHTCS B APAKY, TO JIUIIb JOKAXKET
€ro MpaBOTy HACYET MaHEP U OMO30PUT NAMSATh yUUTEN.

— Tsl He mpaB, — mpoluMnena oHa, Jpoxka OT CHEPKUBAEMON pocTU. — Thl HE MMeellb
HHUKaKOro 1paBa Ha3bIBaThcs ApyroM [Iapuana. M Tl aOCOMOTHO HUYETO O HEM HE 3HAellb!

Bosich, uto ceituac He BBIACPKUT M HAJIENAET IIIYIIOCTE|, IEBYIIKA KPYTO Pa3BEpHYJIach, C IIIy-
XM CTYKOM OITPOKUHYB CTYJI, ¥ OBICTPBIM IIIATOM HAIlPaBUJIACh K BBIXOMY.

— Aumpa! — nonopBajicst banHep, HO JieByIIKa axe He 00epHYJIaCh.

XJI0TIHY/Na MacCUBHAs! IBEPb, 3AIlyCTUB BHYTPb CTPYI0 HOUHOM MPOXJIA/IbI.

— Bort yomonok! Yto oH eif HaroBopuii?! — Mpopslvai OXOTHHK, CKUMasi KyJIaKd JI0 XpycTa.
— BbI Kak XOTHTE, MYXHUKH, a s He COOMPAIOCh HAa 3TO CMOTPETh. BBIIIBBIpHEM €ro TyJa, OTKyJa OH
B3suICA !

Mo 3amy mpokartwiicsi ofOOpUTENbHBIN, TIIyXOW Tyl. BIHHEp W Tpoe KpenKkux ceBepsiH MOJl-
HSUJIUCh U3-3a CTOJIa, MEJIEHHO HaJBUIasCh Ha OIMHOKYIO (purypy B yriy. bperra, npotupasias
CTOMKY 3aCaJICHHOM TPSIITKOM, JIMIIIb TIPUIILY pUJIach, He CIiellia BMeIMBarhes. Eil xBaTuiio Ol Oersoro
B3IJIS1/1a, YTOOBI MOHSATH: Y IEPEBEHCKUX HET MPOTHUB HEro HU eIUHOrO MaHca. OT yenoBeKka B YEpHOM
HE UCXOIMJIO OTKPBITOM JKasK/Ibl KPOBU, OH JIaXKe He TIOTSHYJICSA K opyx)uio. Ho uto-To B ero paccnad-
JIEHHOM, Oe3yNPEeYHON 1M03¢ BBIIABAJIO OMBITHOTO BOMHA.

UYeTBepo MyX4MH yrpoxarolle HaBUCIM Hal CTOMMKOM. CTpaHHHMK He oOpaliai Ha HUX HU
MaJIeHIIIero BHUMaHUsI, 3aJyMYMBO Bpalias Mo CTOIy IMyCTyl0 AyOOBYIO KPYKKY. DTO HapOUMTOE
UTHOPUPOBAHUE B30ECHIIO CEBEPSH eIlE OOIbIIe.
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— Iloiinem-ka BoiiiieM! — psiBkHYJ BanHHep.

Huxkaxkoii peakuuu.

— D! 4 ¢ Toboi pasroBapusaio! Jlydiie geail mo-xoporemy, rmoka 1e’!

Tummna.

BanHep, mobarpoBeB OT 3JI0CTH, IIarHyJ BIEpE, HaMepeBasich CXBaTUTh HArjena 3a IJieydo,
HO TYT ke 3aMep. CITHy 0OO0XKIJIO YyTyHHBIM B3Is1I0M. OH MeIEHHO TOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY K CTOMKE
— DBperra cmoTpena Ha Hero UCTOAJIOObs, C’KaB B PyKe MACCHUBHBIA KaMeHHbIH necTuk. [aBHOe
MPaBWJIO 3aBeieHN s Iacuio: «Hukakux apak BHYTpu. XOTUTE HAOUTH APYT APYTY MOP/IBl — BaJIUTe
Ha ynuiy». OXOTHHK CIJIOTHYJI, KUBKOM YKa3aB TOBapHIlaM Ha IJIEYUCTYIO (pUrypy 3a cToikon. [Tbu
MECTHBIX MTHOBEHHO yrac.

— Bc€ paBHO Tbl HE CMOJKEIIIb CHJIETh 3[IECh BEUHO, — IMporieans baHuep uepes 3yOsl U, KpyTo
Pa3BEpHYBIIICH, 3aIIarajl 00OpaTHO K CBOEMY CTOIY.

BepHyBIIMch Ha MECTO, My KUYHMHBI IPUHSIIMCH CBEPIUTh UyKaKa 3JIbIMU B3NIssgaMu. baHHep
3ayMUMBO HaXMypHJIcs. Y KakIOro CTpaHHHMKA Ha ceBepe AOKHO ObITh IpU ceOe XOTh KaKoe-To
opyxue. Y 3Toro napHsi He ObUIO BUHO HU Meva, HM TOTIOpa, HO BET OH ceds1 Tak, OyATO MOT IepeOuTh
BECh 3aJ1 TOJILIMU PyKaMH.

BHesarHO onuH 13 ceBepsiH TONMKHYJ BaHHepa JokTeM B OOK.

— 91, b3H... a ¢ keM 310 0H OoTaeT?

OxoTtHuK npucMmotpescs. He3HakoMel] HEeCrelnmHo OTKUHYJICS Ha CIMHKY KECTKOTrO CTysa U
CJIOXHWJI PyKH Ha Tpyau. TeHb OT ITyOOKOro KarmoloHa cIerka CMeCTUIACh Ha3al, IPUOTKPIB HUAXK-
HIOIO YacThb ero OJIeAHOro JIMIA. B TyCKJIOM CBeTe OIUIBIBINEH CBEUM OXOTHUKU OTYETIMBO YBUIIEIH,
KaK ero ryObl clierka IeBessTcs B 0e33ByUHOM Oecefie ¢ MyCTOTO!.

U 6e3 Toro HanpsKEHHBIE HEPBBI CEBEPSIH HE BBIIEPKAIN: MAJIO TOTO, YTO Yy’KaK MPHIIEN Ha
TIOXOPOHBI M JIepKajicsk OCOOHSIKOM, TaK €II€ M pa3roBapvBajl ¢ KeM-TO HeBUAMMBIM. Eciu 310 He
KOJIIOBCTBO, TO 4TO?

— Jla 4yto ¢ HUM Takoe, Piok nepu?! — BeIpyrajics O4UH U3 MYXKUMH.

— A MoxeT, oH KonayH?! YnTaer 3aKisiTie, 4ToObl HAC BCEX TYT YOUTh! — B3BU3THYI TPETHI,
CaMblil MMyTJIUBbIA U3 KOMITAHUY.

Crpax nepeq Maruei cpeay MpOCThIX JIOJei ObLT CHJIbHEE 3[PaBOrO CMbICIA.

— 41 He coOmparoch CHIIETh M K/IaTh, [IOKA OH HAC UCTIETIeTIT! — B3peBeJ CaMblii KPYITHBINA U3
4yeTBEPKU. 3a0bIB 0 BpeTTe 1 npaBuiax TaBepHbl, OH C PEBOM PUHYJICS HA YeIOBEKa B YEPHOM.

Ho Ha nonmyTu 310poBsik BApYT 3acTbul. OGeCCHIEHHO OMYCTUII PYKH, CJIOBHO Pa30M OTHSLIH
BOJTIO T Brepén. bannep pemmn — marus. Ho motom yBuzen o toapuina: 6jeJHoe, ¢ ucra-
puHO¥ Ha N0y, ¢ paCHIMPEHHBIMU 3payKaMu. Tak He BHIIJISIUT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOro OCTAHOBHIIH KOJI-
IOBCTBOM. Tak BBHIIJISAUT 3BEPb, OHSBIIMI, YTO OH — HE XMIIHUK, a JOObIYA.

CTpaHHUK OTKHMHYJI KaITIOIIOH.

Bonockl — niHHBIE, TpsiMBIE, OArpoBbIe, KaK CBekasi KpoBb Ha CHery. TobKo He OnecTsimas,
a maroBasi, OyATO BIUTABIIASCSA HaBceraa. [TyOoKuid, TEMHO-aIbIii OTTEHOK, KAKOW He pOXIaeTcs B
MIPUpOJIE: HA OAMH IBETOK HE LIBETET TaK, HU OHO PACTEHUE HE JAET TAKOro coka. MEpTBbIN LBET.

Bannep criotHys1. BecmoMHMIIOCHh yeblIaHHOE B IETCTBE OT CTAprKOB. OHU TOBOPHJIH, UTO
HEKOTOpbIE JIIOU YeM-TO 3a0/kanu Ooram. U roka noinr He OyJeT UCTIONHEH, Ha HUX OCTaéTCs Harlo-
MUHaHHMe — HEUTO, Yero He BCTPETHIIIb Y OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

C TakuM IIBETOM BOJIOC HE XOAAT O€3 MPUIMHBI.

OH Toraa oTMaxmBajcs OT ITUX UCTOPU. A Ternepb yxke He ObUI yBEPEH, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIb
Oafiku.

JIuio — mosnoznoe, He crapiie TpUALATH, U IO OTBPAIEHUsI KpacCUBOE: MPaBUIbHbIE, PE3KHE
YepThl, BHICOKUI JIOO, CKYJIBI, OCTpPBIC, KaK JIe3BHs, T'yObl, KOTOpPbIe MOTJIM Obl OBITH CO3/IaHBI JIJISI
yIBIOKHY, HO 3aCThUTH B BeYHOM XxoJiofie. Koxa OnenHast, 6e3 eJMHOro U3bsHa, €ClIi He CYUTATh TOH-
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KOTO IIIpama, YXOJAIIEro OT BUCKa K CKyJie. B aTom smiie Oblia KpacoTa, HO He yesloBedecKas — Tak
KpacuBbI OBIBAIOT MJIOJIBI, BRIPE3aHHbBIE U3 KOCTU TJIEMEHAMH, YTO TIOKJIOHSIOTCS CMEPTH.

I'maza — cepple, mycThie, Kak reneii. B HUX He ObUIO HY 3JI0CTH, HU CTpaxa, HH Teria. ToIbKo
OecKoHevHas1, XooiHas Oe3/1Ha, B KOTOPOH He OTpaskajicsi HU OTOHb CBEeYel, HU JIMIIA JIIOIEH.

W B 3TOM B3IJIsI[Ie YUTAJICS IPUTOBOP, OT KOTOPOTO y CAMOTO CMEJIOrO ObI MOAKOCHIIUCH HOTH:
mul yotce He 8 cnucke dcusvlx. IIpocmo noka 06 3mom He 3Haeutb.

Emg mar — u 310 nepecrao Ol OBITH BOIIPOCOM.

— K710 OH... — oHUMHM Ty0aMu MpOoIIeNnTal MyKUMHa PAIoM ¢ BaHHEpOM.

— ..."lnn 910? — 3aKOHUYMIT OXOTHHUK, YyBCTBYSI, KaK BOJIOCH Ha 3aThIJIKE BCTAIOT JHIOOM.

Uyskak Ha3Bajcs ctapbiM Ipyrom [Iaprana. Ho [Ispuan npuién B ux AepeBHIO OOJbIiie /1Ba-
ALIATY JIET Ha3all, Oyay4 YKe 3peJibiM, CEbIM MYKUMHOW. DTOT YEJIOBEK YMCTO (PU3UYECKU HE MOT
OBITH €T0 JIABHUM TOBAPHIICM.

Bo3nyx B TaBepHe CTas TyCTBIM U XOJIOAHBIM.

— Hypa! — Bapyr ¢ pazapaxenuem Oopocuii CTpaHHHK KyJIa-TO B ITyCTOTY Tiepe COOOM.

B crnepyronyio cekyHay oH yxe CTosi1 y camoit aBepu. OH IBUTQJICS C TAKOW HEUeI0BEYeCKON
CKOPOCTBIO, YTO YeJIOBEUECKUH IJ1a3 YJIOBUJI JIMIIb TeHb, METHYBIIIYIOCS K JBEPH.

— Yto OBl BBl HU YCIIBIIIAY CHAPYXKH, HE B3AyMaiiTe BHIXOMUTh. ECN, KOHEUHO, BaM JIopora
KHU3Hb, — HEe 000paunBasiCh, OPOCUII OH Uepe3 TUIEUO U BBIIIEI, C CUJION 3aXJIOITHYB 3a COOO0M IBEPb.
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I'masa Il

Ammpa cTosina, MPHXKABIIKCh CIIMHOW K INEpIIaBbIM, MAXHYIIMM CMOJIOi OpEBHAM BHEITHEH
cTeHbl TaBepHbl. HOUuHO# Bo31yXx 00:xurai ropiio. Tsskeno Apliia U BCX/IMIbIBAs, OHA MbITAIACh YHATD
BHYTPEHHIOIO POXb, HO OTYasSHUE HAKATBIBAJIO BOJIHA 32 BOJIHOU. CHIIBI OCTaBWIIM €€: HOTH IOJI0-
THYJIMCh, W JIEBYIIIKA MEJICHHO CITOJI3/Ia TI0 CTeHE Ha CHIPYIO XOJIOAHYIO 3eMJTI0, OOXBATHB KOJIEHU
APOXaIMMU pyKaMmu. Bo3Bpaluarecs B IycToi, TEMHBII JJOM 3Haxapsl He ObLIO HU CHJI, HU JlyXa.

Ei1 ka3anock, 4To OHa NMpOCKAENa B 3TOM ThME LETyI0 BEUHOCTh, KOIIa CKBO3b CBUCT HOUYHOT'O
BeTpa MpOOUJICS 3HAKOMBIA, POJHOM roJIoC.

— Aupa...

JleBy1ika B3/1poraya u BCKUHYa rooBy. CHavasa 3ByK ObLT €]Ba pa3JIMuiM, CIIOBHO IIIEJIECT
CYXOM JIUCTBBI, HO 3aT€M CTaJl OTUETIMBEE, JOHOCSACh CO CTOPOHBI TEMHOI KPOMKH Jieca.

— 910 4, Joporasd. MHe HyxHa TBOs ToMoMIb... [Iporty, TONBKO Thl MOXEIIb MEHS CHACTH. ..

— Jlopuan?! — BbIJOXHYJIa AJMpa, NOIXBaThiBasiCh HAa HOru. Cepiie 3aK0I0TUIIOCh Kak Oertie-

Hoe. — JIspuan! 1o ThI?! f 3Hana! 3Hasa, 4TO THI HE MOT IPOCTO TaK OCTaBUTh MeHsA! I'ne ThI?
Kak mMHe nomoun?!
— Jlec... Unu B niec... 41 B noByike. Ckopee, yMOJIAI0... — roJIOC HadaJl OTAAJIATHCS, CTAHOBSCh

BCE THIIIE U cadee.

— Croi, He yxonu! Iapuan!

l'onoc ctux. Hacrynuna 3BeHsiias THIIUHA.

JleByIIKa B TaHUKe OOEpHYJIAch K IBepsiM TaBepHbl. HyXHO mo3Bath MyxuuH! BaHHED OBICTPO
cOOEpET OXOTHUKOB, OHH BO3bMYT (haKesIbl, IPOUCIYT Yally U HaiayT ero!

Ho pyka, yxe notsinyBIasics K IepeBSIHHOW pydKe, 3amepa.

Aumpa 3akycuia ryoy. OHa He Obuta 1ypoit. CIMIIKOM MHOTO CTPAHHOTO CITYYHMJIOCH 32 3TOT
Beuep: cMepTh [IapuaHa, nosBieHue yyxkaka, TUIIUHA B Jiecy. U tenepb — roinoc. ['onoc yenoseka,
KOTOpPOTO OHa cama BUJie/ia MEPTBBIM.

Dmo modicem Ovimv N0BYUIKA.

Mbicnb Oblia xonomaHoi u Tpe3Boil. Ho TyT ke e€ 3axiyectHyno npyroe: a ecnu Her? Ecnu
Hopuan aevictButenbHO Tam? Panenslil. beciomoninblil. 30BET e€. Tombko e€.

OHa He moryia puckoBath. He mMorya npuBecTy My X4uH TyJa, IJie UX MOIVIM kAatk. He mormna
CMOTpETb, KaK OHU MOTMOAIOT U3-3a € HaJeKAbl. A eIl€... 3TOT roynoc 3Bai e€. Ecnu oHa npuBener
TOJITY, OH MOXET Ucue3HyTh. Vu 3amMonyaTh HaBcera.

W rae-To riry6oko, 1o cioeM ropsi U cTpaxa, Tiena yrnpsmasi yBepeHHOCTb: OHa cripaButcsi. OHa
yuenuna [Ispuana. OHa ymeet 3amminarbcs. Ecm 4to-1o MoRAET He Tak — OHA CMOXKET cOeXaTb.

Aumpa BbITepiia ClIE3bI PyKaBOM U MoOexkasia K KPpOMKe Jieca. Y CTeHbl YEPHBIX CTBOJIOB OHA
Ha CeKyHIy 3amelkanack. Ho Mbiciib 0 Tom, uTo [IapraH crpajgaer rae-to BO TbMe, 3acTaBuiia e
LIarHyTh BIEPEN.

['ne-To naneko, 3a CMHOM, XJIOMHY/A OBEph. B MEPTBOI THILIMHE Jieca ITOT 3BYK MPO3BYyYall
HEOXKUIAHHO PE3KO.

Anupa He o0epHYJIach.

Houb Obuta Ge37yHHON U IPOMO3IJION. AJpa COCpeloTOUYMIach, cAesana ryOOKuil BIOX U
BBIUEPTIJIA B BO3/IyXe MPOCTEUIITyI0 (POPMYITy — TPU KOPOTKHUX KECTa, KOTOPbIM €€ yUuJ CTapuK.
Han packpbIToii 1agoHbIO 3aTpeiasl BO3/AyX, U BCIBIXHYJI KPOIIEYHBIN MIAPUK 30JI0TUCTOTO CBETA.
bazoBoe 3akyimHaHue. be3 karammzaropa. Cnadoe. Ho noka xBarut. OH TUIaBHO TIOMHSUICS U 3aBUC
HaJl € rOJI0OBOM, pa3roHsisi ThMY B pajidyce Mapbl METpPoB. [leByIlIKa peluTeIbHO [IarHysia Mo CeHb
JepeBbEB.

Jlec Berperm e€ BpaxaeOHO. OObIYHO HMIMpPOKask TPONMMHKA, MO KOTOPOW celb4yaHe TogaMu
XOIWIIU 32 rpudaMu, Kazajaach YIOTHOM M 3HAKOMOM, HO ceilyac HOYHasl yallla CJIOBHO MCKa3WIach
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B HEBEPHOM CBETE Marmyeckoro Imapa. KopHu crapbix epeBbeB B3IbIOMBATICH U3 3€MJIM, HOPOBSI
TIOJICTABUTh TOJHOXKKY, a KOJIOUME BETBU IETUISUTUCH 3a Kpas IulaThsi, OYATO KOCTJISIBBIE MAaJbIbl,
nbITAOIMecs yaepxkarh e€ Ha Mecte. [1e-To Bianm yxajia HOYHas MTHIIA, HO 3BYK ObUT CTPaHHBIM,
MPEPLIBUCTHIM, TIOXOKUM Ha ITyXOH Kallleb.

INon Horamm xmonana jeasiHast oceHHss rpsi3b. C KakAbIM [IaroM TUIIMHA CTAHOBHJIACH BCE
TUIOTHEe, JaBUjIa Ha Y. AJIMpe Ka3ajloch, YTO U3-3a KaK/I0r0O TOJICTOrO CTBOJA 32 HEll HAOJIOA0T
HEBUAMMBIE 37T00HBIE I71a3a. TeHu OT e€ COOCTBEHHOTO MCTOYHMKA CBETA TUISICAITN IO KyCTaM, PUHU-
Masi ypoasBble ouepTanusi. OHa G0JIbHO CIOTKHY/IACh O CKPBITHIA BO MXY KaMeHb, 000paB KOJICHO,
HO JIMIIIb TUXO 3allUIeNa CKBO3b 3yObl U TOILIA AaJIbIIeE.

JIumib crycTsi HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT OBICTPOTrO, OTYAasHHOTO IIIara CKBO3b OypesioM B e€ pasyme
HaKOHeI] cpaboTal MHCTUHKT CAMOCOX PaHEHHSI.

OHa ocTaHOBWJIACH, TAXeENO Abiiia. Yto oHa genaet? MAET ogHa B HOYHOM JieC Ha royioc, KOTo-
pblii He JOJKEeH 31ech 3By4arh? Oco3HaHME COOCTBEHHOTO Oe3yMHusi OKATWIIO €€ JIeASTHOW BOJOM.
Anuvpa pemmia BepHYThCS: OHA MPOIILIa He TaK MHOTO, OTHU JJEPEBHU JTOJKHBI OBITh BUJHBI 32 CITH-
HOW.

Omna o6epHy1ach.

Orwneii He 6bU10. TOMBKO HEMPOIIISITHAS, CIUIONIHAS CTEHA YEPHBIX CTBOJIOB.

Ona 3a6mymunacek. Ho kak? TporrHka 6puta ipsiMoit. COUThCs ¢ He€ 3a HECKOJTBKO MUHYT OBLIO
HEBO3MOXHO.

INoka meByIIKa MbITANaCh MOJABUTH HAPACTAIOINIYIO MTAHUKY, MEK]Ly JIOTIATOK CKOJIb3HYJI JIe s
HoM x0sofoK. KTo-To cMoTpes Ha He€ u3 TeMHOTHI. TSKENbIN, MPUCTATbHBINA B3IJISII.

Myparku nodexanu o koxe. Temneparypa Bo3ayxa BOKPYT CTPEMUTEBHO Tajiaa, IpeBpa-
111asi BBICTYIIMBIINI TOT B JiefisiHble Karu. OT 3eMJIM HayaJl MOAHUMATHCS TYCTOM, HEeCTECTBEHHO
TUTOTHBIA TYMaH, 3aKpy4YMBasiCh BOKPYT €€ HOT, CJIOBHO KUBbIC HUTH.

Jlaxxe Maru4ecKuii CBET ¢ TPyJIOM IPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b Ty MOJIOUHYIO TejieHy. BoKoBbIM 3pe-
HUeM AJpa yJIOBWIa CTPAHHOE JIBUKEHHUE: CTBOJIBI IePEBbEeB OYATO MEHSUIN MOJIOKEHHUE, TIePEeKPhI-
Bast BBIXO/IBI. Jlec HanoMHWIICS e/1Ba CIIBIITHBIM, OTBPATUTEIBHBIM CKPUIIOM APEBECHHBI.

Pa3zym GanancupoBai Ha rpaHu naHukd. Ho B rojioBe OMiiach OfHA MBICIIb: CBET HE JIOMKEH
noracHyTb. Eciiu oH moracHer — oHa yMpeET. 31eck. B 31oit Thme. OnHa.

Anvpa 3aKkpblia I71a3a U, NOTOPOIMBIIKCH, BIMIA B YK€ TOTOBYIO (hopMyiy Oosbilie AHUMBI,
YeM Ta MOIJIa PUHSATb.

[lap noneixHy ocnenuTenbHO OenbiM. CBET pa3opBajl TYMaH B KJIOUbSI.

l'onoBa 3akpyxunack. Anmpa nmokauHynach, Ho ycrosuia. Otaava npuger nosxe. Ceituac He
BpeMs.

W3 TeMHOTBI IOHECCS OTITYIIMTENBHBIN CKPEkKET U JKyTKUI yTpoOHBIN Boil. Korna 3penue Bep-
HYJIOCh, AJMpa efBa He 3aKphyayia oT yxkaca. To, 4TO OHa NMpUHHMAA 32 OObIYHBIC TPEBECHBIC
CTBOJIbI, BAPYT NPUIILIO B ABIKeHHe. Kopa nomia tpenmbamu, oOHaxas 6e3ryobie nacti. Bersu,
TOJIBKO YTO Ka3aBIIHMeECs: OObIYHBIMU, MOTSIHY/IMCh K HEel, KaK KOI'THCTbIE Jarbl. TBapH, MaCKMpPOBaB-
IIMeCs] TOJ1 AEPEBbsi, COPOCUIIN JINIMHY.

JlecHble TBapH, MPUTBOPSIONINECS JIePeBbSIMU. Te camble, O KOTOPBIX HIEMOTOM PacCKa3bIBaIM
y KOCTpoB. M KOTOpble BOIMIMCH TOJIBKO TIIYOOKO B vaine jeca. OHU CBOASAT MYTHUKOB C JOPOTH,
MYTAIOT MBIC/IH, YCHIIUISIOT TYMaHOM, a 3aTeM pa3pblBalOT Ha KycKH. Terepp cTajo sICHO, MoYeMy
TPOINMHKA UCUE3a.

TBapu OOSMCH IPKOTO CBETa — OH JKET UX, KaK OrOHb JKET cyxylo TpaBy. OHM MeJJIeHHO,
HEYKJTIOKE TISTUINCD, IS U 3aKPbIBasi MOP/BI JIaniaMu. AJIpa He CTajla TepsATh HU CeKYH[bl. YBU-
1eB Opellib MeXay IBYMsI MOHCTPaMH, OHa COpPBaJiach C MeCTa M OpOCHIach OexKarh.

Horu cnymanuce mioxo. B ymax 3BeHeso, nepes ria3aMu ibuii TEMHbIE naTHa. OHa mepe-
rpysuia ¢gopmysy. Tenepb npuaercs pacmiaunBatbesi. Ho octaHaBIMBaThCS OBUIO HEJb3SI.

13



B. Peii3. «I'ne racHer raamsi»

Kak Tonbko oHa BbIpBasiach U3 KOJIbLIa, TYMaH MTHOBEHHO paccesuics. Briepeau, ckBo3b pesikue
JepeBbsi, HAKOHEI MEJIbKHYJIU CIIACUTEJTbHBbIE OTHU TaBepHbI. EmE HemHoro!

— Ammpa...

3HAKOMBIIA, JTACKOBBII T'OJIOC pa3asics coBceM psiioM. OHa 3HauIa, 4To JOJDKHA OekaTh IabIlie,
HO HOTH caMM Bpociu B 3emutio. HamBHast Hajgex/1a 3actaBuia e€ 00OepHyThCS.

Ha kpato oceménHoro kpyra crosin Iapuan. Te xe m00pble MOPIIMHKY Y TJIa3, Ta ke TErasd,
YyTb XUTpasi yJabIOKa.

— ThL... 3TO NIpaBaa Thl? — roJj0C JEBYLIKU APOTHYJI.

Crapuk ocMOTpes CBOM PyKH, YCMEXHYJICSI U TIOKavyaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Her, KTO-TO SIBHO IOIMEHMJI MOE KPACHBOE MOJIOZIOE TEJIO Ha 3Ty APSAXJIYI0 000JI0UKY, — C
HaWTPaHHBIM BO3MYIIeHHeM rpoun3Héc oH. IllyTka Oblia B €ro TOYHOM CTHIIE.

Ho Anmpa Buenuiach B OO TUIaThsi, OOPSCh C COMHEHUSIMU:

— Yro Thl OJApWJI MHE HA ceMusieThe?

— OX, IUTS, HETOXe 3aCTaBJIATh CTApPUKA HAaIpsAraTh NaMsTh... — [[dpraH nornaauia 6opony,
KapTUHHO 3aKaTHB I71a3a.

— Orsevail. iu g yiny.

Crapuk BUHOBATO B3JJOXHYII:

— 4 nonapun TeGe THTApHBINA Ky/IoH. M B35 0OelaHue HUKOTa ero He CHUMATh.

Anmpa BbIIOXHY/a. BCE cX0anaoch. 1o 3HAN TOIBKO OH.

— 970 npapa Thl? — yXKe MsArye Clipocuiia OHa, Jiesas Iiar HaBcTpeuy.

Crapuk OIyCTHJI TOJIOBY:

— 910 1. Ho He B T0i1 (hopme, B KOTOpPOU TeOe XOTeI0Ch Obl, UT.

Cné3bl cHOBA MOACTYNWIIM K IJ1a3aM [IEBYILKH, OHA [TOHsIA O YEM OH. [I3puaH caiestas mar K Hew:

— ¥ Hac manio BpeMeHnu, Anupa. Thl JOTKHA TOMOYb MHE.

B ero ronoce BHE3amHO MpOpE3aIUCh KECTKUE, CyXUe HOTHI, COBEPIIEHHO HECBONCTBEHHbIE
noO6pomMy 3Haxapio. BHyTpu aeBymiku cpaboTaia TpeBora.

— [ouemy THI HE TOMOT MHE ceivac, KOrjia TBapy OKPYKUJIM MeHs1? — OHa OTCTYIKJIa Ha 1ar
Ha3aa. — Tsl ObI HUKOTIA HE MOJABEPT MEHs TaKOU omacHOCTH... Tol He Ippuan! Kto Th1?!

— Yro 3a rynocry, ...

Anupa He cranma pocnynmBaTh. OHa HarpaBWiIa OCTATKM CHJI B MarMuyecKHid Iap, IMOJIBbIX-
HYB CBETOM IpSIMO B JUIIO (purypsl. CyIiecTBo, HOCUBIIEE JIMUMHY €€ HACTAaBHUKA, OTTYIIUTEIBHO
B3BbUIO. ['0J10C cTapuKa ciioMascs, IPeBPaTUBILIUCH B )KYTKUI HEYEJIOBEUECKUI pbIK. Bo3ayx BOKpyr
HETo 3aJIpokall, KaK OT kapa, U TBapb OIHUM MPbIKKOM OTCKOYMJIA BO ThMY 32 IPAHHUILY CBETA.

Orryna paspaiicsi cMex. Bynbkaomuid, MHOroroyiocklid. CyIiecTBO MEIJIEHHO KPYXWIO BO
Mpake BOKpYI OCTPOBKA CBETA.

— Jlymaenib, cacembest TaM? — yTPOOHO MPOPOKOTANIO CYIIECTBO. B TeMHOTE OBbLIIO BUIHO,
KaK CHJIy3T «CTapHKa» JIOMAeTCsl, yBEIMUMBASCh B pazMepax. — TBOsI iepeBHS yke He CraceT Teos.

CJOBHO B MOATBEP:KACHUE €T0 CIIOB, CO CTOPOHBI TIOCEJIEHNSI B HOYHOE HeOO B3BUJICS JIE/IeHSI-
U TyITy KPUK YeI0BEYEeCKOro yxkaca u Oomu.
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I'nmasa 111

T'opaok ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B JIEpPEeBHE, KTO UCKpEHHE 00paioBasicst cMepTu 1apu-
aHa. JIo mosiBJIeHUs dy’KaKa C ero 3ayMHbIMU KHUTAMU M MarueCKUMU CHaJ00bssMU UMeHHO ['opriok
CUUTAJICSI MECTHBIM JieKapeM. M XOTs Jieurt OH JIIofel U JOMAIIIHUI CKOT OAHUMU U TEMHU Ke Bap-
BapCKUMH METOJIAMH, HUKTO HE KaJIOBAJICS — IPOCTO He C YeM ObLIIO CPaBHUBATh. A TIOTOM MPHIIET
JspuaH v UM ero padoThl, AEHET U OCTATKOB YBaKEHMUSI.

Pazymeercs, ['opnok He momén B TaBepHy MOMHMHATH MOKOHMHOro. BMecTo 3TOro oH Tailkom
poOpaJics K MOTYXIIEMY MorpedaibHOMY KOCTPY Ha OKpauHe.

YOenuBIIMCh, YTO BOKPYT HU AYIIH, OH MOJOIIEN K Meneauiry. [ Opaok mHy carorom noyep-
HEBIIIEE MOJIEHO, MOAHAB 00JIAYKO CHU30r0 MEeIIa.

— Hy uto, nourpaiics, ciacutenb? — eXUIHO MPOIIUIES CTAPUK, MPUIM3bIBAS MTyXJIOH, TIOT-
HOW JIQIOHBIO XKUJKUE cajbHble npsiau. — [Ipunépes ciopa co CBOMMHM YMHBIMU CBUTKAMU, 3€J1bsI
cBou OecIiaTHO pasnaBal... Thdy!

OH ¢ 4yBCTBOM INTyOOKOTO, MEJIOUYHOTO YOBJIETBOPEHHUSI CMaYHO CILTIOHYJI IPSIMO B OCTHIBAIO-
ye yriu.

— «Henb3s npywkUraTh THUIYIO paHy KaJl€HbIM xkene3oM, ['opnok!» — KpuBissch U nepe-
Jpa3HUBas roJioc MOKOMHOro, MpoBopyYas oH. — Jlioguiek oT MeHs oTBaauia! MoHeTbl MOU, KOTO-
pbie TIO TpaBy MHE MPUUYMTAIUCh, ceOe B kKapMaH nepenoxwi! Y panu yero?! I'ne Tenepb TBoM cria-
cUTeJIbHbIe HACTOWKH, a, [Iapran?! Yto x Tl cam ceOst He Bblieun?!

lopnok ragko, apedes:kaile 3aXUXUKasl, MOTUpast MyXJible pyYOHKH.

— Monunis? Bot u npaBwibHO! Tenepp-To OHM BCe KO MHE IMPUIION3YT. 3aBOIOT, KOrja
KUBOTBI CKPYTUT OT THUJION Oparu, U MpuUTaIiaT cBoM cOepekeHus Kak MujieHbkue! A s eme momy-
Maio, KOMY [OMOTaTh...

OH BOpOBATO OMISAAENCS, BHE3AHO UCMYTABIIUCh, HE YCHIBIIIAN JIM €r0 KTO, HE MOKApaeT JIu
ero He0o. Perms, 4To Ha ceroiHst XpaOdpPOCTH JOCTATOYHO, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS, COOMPASCh OTIIPABUTHCS
JOMOM Y B OMMHOYECTBE OTITPA3/IHOBATh CBOW TPUYM( INIOTKOM MPUIIPSTAHHOTO BUHA.

Ho yxMblTka MTHOBEHHO CTEKJIa C ero JIIA.

B necstu marax ot Hero B Mojympake CTosiia TBapb. ['Op/IoK He 3HAT Ha3BaHUsS ITOTO UYIO-
BUIIA, HO eMy U He TpeOOBaJOCh 3HATh UMEHA, YTOObI MOHATH CBOEH IIKYPOM: 3TO cMepTh. JIByX-
METPOBBIF MOHCTP C BJIQXKHOH CEPOM KOKEH jKaJHO OTPHIBAJI KYCKH CBHIPOTO Msica OT Oefipa yOUTOro
TeJIEHKA. Y Yy/lIOBHUINA OTCYTCTBOBAJIM T'yObl, OOHaKasl IBa psjia OCTPHIX, KaK OpUTBA, 3yOOB.

Vcrplnag 1mard, TBaph MOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY M YCTaBWJIACh HAa CTAPHUKA TMITYOOKO MOCaKEHHBIMHU,
SIPKO-KEITBIMU TJIA3aMH.

Topaok 3akpuyan Tak, 9to cpaszy copsai rojoc. OH XoTen 6exkaTh, HO HOTH CTaJld BaTHBIMHU.
UynoBuiiie 0TOPOCHIIO KOCTh U MEJJICHHO JIBUHYJIOCH K YEJIOBEKY.

MoHcTp 00MU3HYI OKPOBABJIEHHbIE KJIBIKY JAJTMHHBIM YEPHBIM I3bIKOM. [ OpIOK OUyBCTBOBA,
KaK [0 IITaHWHE TIOTeKJIa ropsiuas crpys. Jlyxka noa ero HoraMu HU4yTh HE CMyTHJIa TBaphb, a CKOpee
no3abaBuiia: Ha U3ypPOIOBAHHOM MOpJIE TIOSIBIJIOCh HEKOE TOI00Ke YXMBUIKH.

«310 [Ippuan! 10 OH MOCan 32 MHOM UyJIOBHIIE C TOrO CBETa!» — IMPOHECIach B rOJIOBE
CTapyKa UCTEPUYHAS MBICITb.

OH pyxHyJI Ha KOJIEHH NIPSIMO B I'psi3b, 3aBbIBASI U YMOJISASl MEPTBOrO 3Haxaps o nomaje. Ho
TBaph MpuoOIMKaiack. Korna Mesxmay HUMU ocTasicst mar, [OpIoK yTKHYJICS JIOOM B 3eMITIO U 3aK PhLT
TOJIOBY PyKamH, YyBCTBYSI Ha 3aThLIKE CMPaIHOE, THUJIOCTHOE JIbIXaHMe.

Paznancsa BnaxHblil, yaBKaouii XpycT. ['Opaok pemui, 4yTo ero Hayaau Kpartb, ¥ OT CTpaxa
MOTePsLT CO3HAHUE.

OuHyBIIKCh Yepe3 Mapy CeKyHI, OH He cpasy IMOHsUI, oyeMy Bc€ emié xuB. Ourynas ceOst
TPSCYIIUMUCS PyKaMH, OH C YAUBJICHHEM OOHAPYKIJI, UTO 1IeJT. 3aTeM TOTHSUIT B3I

15



B. Peii3. «I'ne racHer raamsi»

MoHcTp Bcé em€ crosin psaaoM. Ho u3 ero rpyau topyanio je3Bue YEPHOTo, KaK CMOJIb, MEYa.

W3naB Bomuib, TBaph MOMBITANIACH CXBATUTHCSA 32 KJIMHOK. HO cTomiio e€ manbiiaM KOCHYThCS
YEPHOH CTaJM, KaK OHM POBHBIM Cpe30M ymnaiu Ha 3eminio. Cama TbMa, BIUIABJIIEHHAsl B METAJL1, HE
Tepriesia MPUKOCHOBEHM .

B cnenymomee MruoBeHue OnecHyna Y€pHasi 1yra, ¥ ToJioBa MOHCTpPA C ITTyXMM CTYKOM CKaTu-
Jack K Horam ['opnoka.

TyIma ¢ TpoXOTOM pyXHyJIa B MbLb.

3a crnvHOM NoBepkeHHOro yyoBuina crosy CtpaHHUK. TOT caMblil KPaCHOBOJIOCHIM HE3HAKO-
MeIl U3 TaBEPHBbI.

Mo nuiy T'opmoka katwuiicst XonoaHsiil mot. OH MOHSJI, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK HABEPHSIKA CIIbIIIAT
Ka’J10€ ero CJI0BO M BUJEJ, KaK OH IUIeBaJl HA KOCTEP.

Ho Crpannuk jumib Ope3riMBO MOCMOTPE Ha IPOKAIEero cTaprka M MPOU3HEC JIeqTHBIM
TOHOM:

— Ecnum xoyenb kuTh, OETH B TABEpHY 1O IMIaBHOU fopore. Hukyna He cBopaunBaii.

CTpsiXxHYB YEPHYIO KPOBb C KJIMHKA, CTPAaHHUK Pa3BEPHYJICS U PACTBOPHJIICS B HOUHOM ThME.
OH pBurasicst ObICTpee, YeM IMO3BOJISUIO OOBIYHOE Teso. BeicTpee, yeM JoikeH ObUL. 30JI0THUCTOE
3apeBo, Ha CEKYHy MPOOUBIIIEECs] CKBO3b KPOHBI IEPEBbEB B IITyOMHE YalllH, YKa3alo eMy MyTh.

— 3auem Tl 310 caienan?! — ['ooc Mpo3ByYasl He B yIax, a IIyoxe — TaMm, TAe POKIAI0TCS
COOCTBEHHbIE MBICIIH.

— Yro umeHHO?

— Tol npekpacHo noust! S qymana, Thl He Aajl COXPaTh €ro TOJIBKO JAJISl TOTO, YTOObI IMYHO
pa3pyouTs Toro Mep3asiia! Tl Beb BUEN, 3a4eM OH MpUINEN K Koctpy! Ho Thl mo3Bommmi emy yiitu!

— Hywmaernb, [Ispuan oOpagoBaics Obl, €ClIM O MbI 3aMapaii pyKu 00 9T0 HIYTOXKECTBO?

l'osoc mpomosmyannt.

— Thl BcE em€ He1ooLeHUBAEIIIb CTETIEHb YEJIOBEUECKUX MOPOKOB, — C JIETKOW J0CaI0N Mpo-
n3HEc CTpaHHUK, OECITYMHO CKOJIb3s1 CKBO3b MOJJIECOK.

— He yBepeHa, 4To KOrja-TO CMOTY 10 KOHIIA TIOHSITh Y€JIOBEYECKYIO JIyMly...

Heckonpko MrHOBeHMI CIYCTSl Y€ 3HAKOMBIW, OXPUIILUI U €Jie YJOBUMBII CTapYeCKUH,
Aylepa3AuparoIvil BOIUTb JOHECCS CO CTOPOHBI EPEBHHU.

— Kak Tl OHs11, YTO OH TeOsI He MOCIyIIaeT? — B )KEHCKOM T0JI0Ce MPO3BYYaIo MOHUMAaHHE.

— OH cuutaer cedst xurpee octayibHbIX. [logymart, yTo cKorieH:e ToAel MPUBJICYET YyI0BHIIL,
M TIOKa TBapu OyayT paTh €ro coceneid, oH nepecuaut B noamnone. OH Be/lb HE 3HAJI, YTO STU MOH-
CTPbI BBIMCKMBAIOT IMEHHO OJJMIHOYEK B TEMHOTE. YOUTh TaKyl0 Mpa3b CBOMMH PyKaMy — CITUIIIKOM
Oosbiast 4ectb. $1 XxoTel, 4ToObl ero COOCTBEHHBIE PEIICHUS TTPUBEJIH €r0 K 3aCiTy)KeHHOMY (bUHAITY.
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I'maBa IV

Ot nepeHsIero BOIUIS, AOHECIIErocsi CO CTOPOHBI MOCENIeHUs], IO Tely AJIMphl mpodesxaa
apoxb. Ho mociieioBaBImii 3a HUM yTpOOHBIN PhIK CYIIIECTBA, CTOSIIETO Mepe/l Held, 3aCTaBUJI Cep/le
YUTHU B MATKU.

Uynosuilie 3aBEpHIMIO CBOIO TpaHcopMalrio, oTOpOocUB (DasbIIMBYIO JIMUMHY [IpuaHa.
AJMpa OTYasIHHO XOTEJIOCh 32 KMYPUThCS U OeXKaTb.

— Tenepp nonsina? Tebe Hekyna 6exarb. HUKTO TeOe He MOMOXET, — MPOPOKOTAT MOHCTD.

Ho u3 nepeBHM JOHECCA €€ OOVH KPUK — Ha 3TOT pa3 NpeJCMEpTHBIN BoM Apyrou TBapu. 1
9TOT 3BYK BEpHYJ AJIpe caMooOJIajaHue: eCid MOHCTPBI THOHYT, 3HAYUT, KTO-TO JaET UM OTIOp!

JleByika cxkana 3yObl U 3acTaBmiia ce0st 00epHyThcsi. He moTtoMy uto ObUia TOTOBA JpaThCsl.
[ToTomy uTO GexaTh OBLIIO HEKY/IA.

Iepen Heil cTosina TpExmeTpoBast ropa OyrpucTbix Mbiiil. [1acTb, ycesiHHasT psiiaMK KJIBIKOB,
Y BCETO OJIMH OTPOMHBIN KENTHI [J1a3, TOPSIINN SAPOCTHIO.

MoHcTp cenai war BIepen.

— Or Te0s pa3uT CTpaxoM, IEBYOHKA, — MPOPOKOTAT OH. — Ho ThI Hy)XHa MHe uBOM. Bripo-
YeM. .. He 00s13aTeJIbHO LICITMKOM.

Asmpa nonstuiaack. Horn aposxanu, pyKu XOIuiId XOAyHOM, a B FOpJie IEPECOXJIO TaK, YTO OHA
enBa Mora apimatb. OHa He xotena ymupartb. He 31eck. He Tak. He ot sToit TBapu.

Dopmyna. Hyocna cpopmyna. Xomo kaxas-uuoyob.

OHa BCKMHYJIa PYKH, TIHITAsICh BCTIOMHUTD XOTh OJIHY O0€BYI0 (hOpMYJTy — XOTb UTO-TO U3 TOTO,
yemy e€ yuni Iapuan. Ho nmanblibl He Caymiaauch, COMBaIUCh, MyTaauch. AHUMA Bs3Ia B JTaJOHSIX,
KaK CMOJIa, OTKA3bIBasICh HOOUUHSITHCA.

Ona He ycniena.

MoHcTpy He TpeboBasics pazoer. OTHOTO TOJTUKA JIall XBaTUIIO, YTOOBI COKPATUTh PACCTOSTHHE.
Korrucras nana yxe TsAHy/ach K €€ 1ee. Alnypa 3aXKMypHIaCh U BCKUHYJIA PyKH, 3aKPbIBas JIULIO.

Paznancst KOpoTKuii BIaXHBIA XpycT. MOHCTpP B3BBUI OT OOJH, ¥ HA JIUIIO AJIUPbI OPBI3HYJIO
YTO-TO TEILJIOE U JIMIKOE.

OHa otkpbuia m1aza. CTpaHHUK CTOsUT MEX/ly HEM U MOHCTPOM, B Iape maros. B onymieHHoi
PYKE OH HENIPUHYKAEHHO JepkKajl YEPHBII MeU, C JIE3BMS KOTOPOTO Karaja TEMHasl KPOBb.

Jlec cotpsiccst OT ONTYIIUTENBHOTO pEBA UCKAJIEYEHHOTO MOHCTpA:

— Toi oTBeTHIIb 32 310! S pazopBy Teds1 HAa KycKu!

BameruB e€ B3nIsiA, CTpaHHUK IMOXaJl TUIEYaMU — PABHOAYIIHO, OYATO MPOCTO MPOXOMUT
MUMO.

N B 310T MOMEHT pa3pajcs ronoc. MArkum, KpacuBblid, neByunid. OH IIEN U3 BO3AyXa —
PSI0M, HO HUKOTO He ObLIIO.

— Kakasi... HeoxuaaHHast 1 HEMPUATHAS BCTpeda, — Mpories rojioc. — KTo Ol Mor mogymars,
41O Bc€ Tak 0O0epHETCs? Kpome MeHs1, pasymeeTcs.

On 3amonmyait Ha mur. [ToTom mpoaoKu, CIOBHO 3a0BIB, UTO €r0 CIIBIIIAT:

— Ho nocnymanu nmu onn meHs? Koneuno, Het. 4 npenynpexan. A Tenepb OHU KIYT, YTO
4 caesan Bcé 3a Hux? Xa!

CHoBa nay3a. ['os1oc B310XHY/1 — TeaTpajibHO, CTPAJATIbYECKH.

— Jlagno. Jlagno. 4 3aeck. Caenato. Ho He gymaiite, 4TO MHE 3TO HpPaBUTCS.

U Tonmpko 3aTeM — Msrde, COBCEM JPYruM TOHOM, OY/ITO OH HAKOHEIl 3aMeTu AJUpy:

— Mowu riry6ouaiiie n3BUHEHHMSI, I0HAs TOCTIOKA.

Anmpa 3acTblia.

T'ocnooca?
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Ona o6epHynack kK CtpanHuky. ToT crosut HermoakHO. Ho ecu paHbliie B ero rose ObUIo 4To-
TO pacciabieHHoe, TOYTH JICHMBOE, TO TeTePh OH 3aCThUI, KaK HATAHYTas TeThBa. Med B OIMyIIeHHOW
pyke He aBuraiicsi. Bars cran KECTKUM.

— Kro BH? — BbIZaBUIa AJMpa, YyBCTBYS, KaK rOpJio CKUMaeTcs oT crpaxa. — [louemy Bbl
TaKk MeHS Ha3bIBaeTe?

l'osoc u3 TeMBI TUXO paceMestics. Msarko. JlackoBo. Tak, 4TO 10 CIMHE MOMON3 XOJMO/I.

— ToI emi€ He 3Haelb, — npousHéc oH. — bennoe autsa. CoBcem onHa. CoBceM HUUETO He
3HAEIb.

Anupa pactepsiHHO niepeBoauia B3rs] co CTpaHHUKA HA TEMHYIO yalily. DTOT Beuep el He
3akoHUMJICA. U, Kaxercs, Xy/iee ObUIO BIIEPeIH.
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I'maBa V

Korpna 3a KpacHOBOJIOCHIM UYKaKOM C OTTYIIUTETbHBIM TPECKOM 3aXJIOMHYJIACh TSKENas IBEPb,
B TaBepHe BoLApWiIach TUIIMHA. JIIOOW MepersabBalUCh, IIENTAINCh, MOMISIBBAIA Ha JABEpPb.
HuxkTo He periasicsi 3aroBOpUTh B MOJHBIIA TOJIOC.

TaBepHa Mana BO3BbIIIATACH HAJ] CKOTUIEHHMEM MPU3EMUCTBIX CEBEPHBIX JOMOB €JUHCTBEHHBIM
JBYX3TaXHBIM 3/1aHMEM BO Bceil JepeBHe. HaBepxy pacnonaraivch MeCTb TECHbIX, MaXHYIIUX CYyXOu
CMOJIOW KOMHAT JJIsl 32€3KUX MYTHUKOB, & BECh HIKHUI SIPyC 3aHUMAJT MPOCTOPHBIN 3al. OObBIYHO
3[IeCh JIETKO MOMEIATNCh BCEe NEPEBEHCKHE, HO CErOfHsI B MOMENIEHUU ObLJI0 HE MPOTOIKHYThCS.
B3pocibie, crapuku, 1eTH — T0J1 STOW KPBIIIed cOOpaMch a0COIIOTHO BCE JKUTEITH MOCEICHUSI.

Tak TpeOoBas1 00bIUAlA, BHEBIIMICS B KPOBb ceBepsiH. Korna cxkuranu Teso ycorero, HUKTO
HE CMeJl OCTaBaThCsl B CBOEM jome. JIioau Bepuid, YTo AyX, BRIPBABIIUICS U3 IJIOTH, UILIET HOBOE
npucranuine. Jlerue Bcero — nerckuie Tena. [Toatomy Matepu nprkuMav K cebe Malblilel, a cTa-
PUKU CTPYIWIKCH BJOJIb CTEH, BXKABIIUCH B TEMHBIE YIJIBL.

B mmpokom ouare mocpeau 3asia Tea BOPOX MPUTOPHO-CIAAKUX , BSKYIIMX TpaB. ['ycroi
CHU3bII JIBIM MEJIJIEHHO CTEJIWJICS TOJ MOTOJIKOM, BheasiCh B Ofiek 1y U Bosockl. Ha ceBepe Bepuiy,
YTO 3TOT €JKUH 3arax OTIyTHBAET JyXOB, HE J1aBasi UM Mepeceydb MOpor.

W umeHHO B 3TOM 3BeHsIIEH, BA3KON TUIIIMHE CO BTOPOIO TakKa pa3fascs TSKENbIA, CKPUITY-
YHH I1ar.

[To nepeBssHHOM JIeCTHUIIE, CHOTBHIKASACh, MEIJIEHHO CIYCKaics M»a, X035 MH TaBepHbI. DTOT
cTapyK OBIBAJI TPE3BBIM TOJILKO TOT/A, Korjaa criai. Ho cmepts [IopuaHa BHIOMIIA €0 U3 KOJIEW OKOH-
yaresbHO. CTapblil 3HaXaphb ObUT €/1Ba JIM HE €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KOT'O HETIONVMBIA U BOPWIMBHIA M3
mycKas K ceOe B aymny. VX cBA3bIBaJIM JOJTHE TOMIBI TUXOM, KPENKOH APYKObl. Y3HaB 00 yxoze Iapu-
aHa, Ma/1 HarmwiICs 10 TaKOro OecraMsITCTBA, YTO MPOIYCTUJ JaXxe MOXOPOoHBI. Bripouem, oH U He
coOupasicsi Ha HUX WATH: CMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK JIOOW XOPOHSAT TOCJEIHEro 4YesloBeKa, ¢ KOTOPhIM
MOKHO OBUIO MOJTYa BBITUATH, OH HE XOTEJL.

Jlaxe MOAKOIIEHHBIH ropeM U TSKENBIM MoxMesibeM, Map Beirisiaen BHymTeasHo. [lon nBa
MeTpa POCTOM, C IPY3HBIMH, JTUTHIMU I1JIEYaMH M OTPOMHBIMHU, Y3JI0OBATBIMU PYKaMH, B JIyUIIIHE TO/IbI
OH JIETKO MOT cJIOMaTh 4eJioBeKa mnorosaM. [Jo nosiieHus: BpeTTsl MIMEHHO OH TBEPAOHM PYKOH Jiep-
’KaJl MOPSJOK B 9TOM 3aBEJICHUM, U HU OJUH IbsHBII 3/I0pPOBSIK HE CMeJl MepeunTh ero ciopy. Ho
CaMO¥ TOPA3UTENILHOW €ro YepToi OBUIO JAPYroe: CKOJIb Obl TIbstH OH HU ObLT, M3/1 Bceraa ocraBacs
UJICUTHHO TJ1JIKO BBIOPUT. A €ro I'yCThie Ce/ible YChI — TIBIIIHbIC, JUTMHHBIE, CIIAJAIONIHE OT YTOJIKOB
pTa BHU3 U K IONOOPOJIKY, — HEM3MEHHO MOKOUJIMCh B O3yIPEYHOH YKJIaKe. DTo ObUIO ero He3blo-
JIEeMbIM TTPABUJIOM.

M>p cryckalics, Tpsi3HO pyrasich CKBO3b 3yObl HA PACKaJIbIBAIOILYIOCS TOJIOBY, HO HUKTO B 3aJ1e
Oy/ATO U HE 3aMETUJI ero MosiBieHus. JIIoau MenTanich, neperisabBaInuch, MO IbBAIN HA ABEPb.

Bripouem, Many Toxe ObUIO TUIeBaTh Ha OKpy:)atoiux. He oOpaiast HM Ha KOro BHUMaHUsI, OH
TSDKEJIO TMPOTOMAJl K CTOMKE, OHOM PYKOUM Maccupysi Tyasiiiie BUCKH, a BTOPON PYyKOM LETJIsisICh 3a
noBepxHocTU. [Tonoias K cToiike, OH TPOMKO MOCTYYall KOCTSIIKAMU MaJIbIIEB O AEPEBY.

— Bperrta... — npoxpuries1 OH COPBAHHBIM I'OJIOCOM, HE MOJHUMAs TOJIOBbl. — Hasieil BHIUTb.
JKuso. I'onoBa ceituac JIonHer...

JKenmyHa He 1miesoxHynach. He ycibliiaB 3HaKOMOTo, JIACKAIOIIETo CIYX 3BYKa JIbIOILEHCS B
KPYXKY BBIIMBKY, M3 HAXMYPUJICS U C pa3AipakeHUeM CKa3al:

— Bperra! I'agkas Te1 6a0a, He BUAMIIID, YTO JIU, YTO €CJIM ThI CEiiuac MHE He HAJTbEIIb, CTAHET
ellé Ha OIHOTO CTapuKa MeHblIIIe!

OTBeTa He MocIea0BAalIo.
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— A-a-a, 4TO0 3a rajKas 6a0da, HUKaKoro yBaxxeHHs K TOMY, KTO TeOsl TEPITUT CTOJIbKO JIEeT... —
pyrasich, OH TIOTSHYJICS Yepe3 CTOMKY K KYBIIMHY C BBIITUBKOHN U, HE HAJMBAsA € B KPYKKY, JKaTHO
HavaJ xJjiebaTh, OOJMBASACH TAK, YTO TIOTEKJIO 0 MOAOOPOJIKY.

OmnycTommB KyBILINH, OH 'POMKO ITOCTaBUJI €T0 Ha CTOHKY.

— A-a-a, BOT TaK BOT Jiyyllle! — BBIJOXHYJI OH YK€ JOBOJIBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

A 3aTeM HENMPUHYKAEHHO Pa3BEPHYIICA K 3Ty, ONEPIIUCh CIIMHON O CTOWKY U OOJIOKOTHBIIIUCH
Ha COTHYTbIE JIOKTH. M TONBbKO TOrma oOpaTuil BHUMAaHUE, YTO BCE MOTYA U TPEBOKHO CMOTPSAT Ha
HEroO...

— DTO YTO 32 MOXOPOHHOE HAaCTpoeHue? — OH MoBepHYJICcs K bperre.

E€ mies 3acTpina, pyku C 3acajieHHON TPSIKON OKaMEeHes M HaJl CTOMKOM. 3a Bce Te TO/bl, UYTO
oHa paboTasa y Hero, Maj BHU/Ies Takoe BhIpakeHHe Ha €€ JIUIE JIUIIb eTUHOKIbI.

N TonpKo ceityac X031MH TaBEPHbl HAKOHELl OCO3HAJ Mpoucxopsiee BoKpyr. OH MeIeHHO
ornsaencs. Ha nmuiax ;xutenei 3actbuia TpeBora. Bo3ayx B TaBepHe Ka3aJicsl TYCTHIM U OTPaBJIEHHbIM
CTpaxoM.

Ho na nurie camoi BpeTthl cTpaxa He ObLTO.

Omna cMoTpena Kyza-To r1yooko B cedsi. B e€ ocTekIeHeBIINX I1a3ax uuTajiach He OOsI3Hb Mepe
HEM3BECTHBIM, a CTpaIlHble, TOrpeOEHHBIE TIO/T TOMITIeH JieT BocroMuHaHus. CIIOBHO MPSAMO ceiuac,
MPSIMO 3/IECh €€ HACTHUIJIO TO, YTO OHA TaK JJOJITO HE XOTeJla BCIIOMUHAT...

— buk! bu-u-ux! Crapsiii Xpbiy, Tbl re?! — XpuIuio rapkHysa Maj.

OH mpofokan opath UMsI CTApOCTHI IEPEBHHU, TOKA CKBO3b MPUTHXIIYIO TOJITY HE MPOTHC-
HYJICSI BBICOKMH, XyJOLIABBIN CTapuK. [IMHHBIE, criajaionie Ha TUIeYM celple BOJIOCHl M IycTas
6opoza 1o camoro mosica. B 3y0ax oH HEBO3MYTUMO CKMMAaJ JJIMHHYIO U30THYTYIO TpyOKy. OnuH
CTapoCTa BHIIJIsAAET aOCOMOTHO CIIOKOWHBIM. MEIJIEHHO BBITYCTUB M30 pPTa rycToe OOJNAKO CHU30T0O
JbIMa, OH POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM OTBETHIL:

— XBaruT Aparh IIIOTKY, X0o[s4asi O0UKa rpeina, s emeé He ornox. Ho, Bugsar 6ory, jtyurie
OIJIOXHYTh, YeM CITYIIaTh TBOHM BOILIH.

— Hapnetoch, Th €€ U HE OCIien, — OrpbI3HYyJIca Maa. — U Buzel, 4to 31ech Npou30uuio. Y
BCEX pOXHU Takue, OyaTo cam [spuan B ABEpb MOCTyYasl. A y MOei IeBOYKH Tak BOOOIIIE...

OH océkcs Ha nonycnoBe. TsKeno OTOpPBaBIIMCh OT CTOMKHU, M3/ mojomen K buky, monoxui
Ha €ro IJIeYO TSKETYIO JIAJOHb U, HU3KO HAKJIOHUBILKUCH K CAMOMY YXY, PE/IEIbHO CEPbE3HO, BITOJI-
rojioca ImpousHEC:

— 4 Xxouy 3HaTh Bce MOAPOOHOCTH.

Buk BeIHYI TPYOKY M30 pTa, BBITYCTHJI JbIM U TSIKEJIO B3JOXHYJI:

— $1 GBI TOXE XOTeN 3TO y3HaTh, Maj. § Obl TOXeE.

B Ty ke cekyH/1y ¢ yMIIBI pa3/iaics BOIUIb, OTHBIN )KMBOTHOTO yXkaca.

Bce MraoBeHHO y3HaM 9TOT rosioc. ['opmok. Best nepeBHs 3Haa, 9To OH ObLT TEM elE Mep3aB-
1IeM, HO OH ObLJT ux Mep3aBlieM. MHOTO JieT Ha3a/l, KOrJa COCeIHsIs JePEeBHs BbIMEpIIa OT JIMXOPAIKH,
umeHHo ['opnok, prckys coOoi, BexaxkuBai 60apHbIX. HukTo He mobun ero. Ho Bce moMummm. A Ha
’KECTOKOM CeBepe CBOMX He OpPOCAIOT HU MPH KaKUX OOCTOSATEIbCTBAX.

TpeBoxHas, napanu3syomas arMocgepa B 3aJie B OJHO MTHOBEHHE CMEHUJIACH JIE/ISTHOI BOMH-
CTBEHHOCTHI0. He croBapuBasich, JIioM HaYaiM eUCTBOBATh. JKEHINHBI O€3 JUIITHUX KPUKOB MO~
XBaTHJIM JIETel Ha PyKH U MOCHEIININ HaBepX, B Oe30macHble KOMHAThl. CTapUKU MPUHSIUCH MO
CIOBHUIaTh TSDKENBIE CTOJIBI U CKAMBH, BBICTpanBasi OappHuKay repes BXonoM. MyK4YuHBI, 0OHaXKUB
OpY’KU€, CIUIOUIHOMN CTEHOW BBICTPOMJIUCH y ABEPEl.

Ot xmens Maza He ocraiiocs U ciiefia. EIn€ MuHyTy Ha3aj efiBa JepkaBILIMICS HA HOTaX CTapuK
Teriepb BO3BBIINIAJICS B TIEPBBIX psiax, BCTaB IUIEYOM K Iuledy ¢ BanHepoM. PazmuHass orpoMHbie
KYyJIaKH1, OH CMOTPEJI Ha JBEPb.

— bperra, TH ocTaénibes 3nech. OcranbHble — 32 MHOM, — CKOMAaHA0BaJl OH TOHOM, HE Tep-
TISIIIAM BO3paKeHUH.
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OpnHako, rpex/e YeM pacrnaxHyTh JBEpb U MIarHyTh B HOYHYIO TbMY, M3 ObICTPO, TO-XO03511-
CKM OKMHYJI B3[JIIIOM TaBepHY U HaxmypuJics. Koro-To He xBaraso.

— I'ne npsinHas neByoHka?

BanHep BIpyrascs CKBO3b 3yObl:

— bbuia 31eck. Ho Kyza-To 3anmpornactuiacs.

Mba He otBeTws1. TONBKO 3710 3apblyai U, PEIIMTEBHO IIArHyB BIEPEN, PE3KO CXBATUJICA 3a
KOBaHYIO PYUKY JBEPH.

Ho 1yt Ha ero nuiedo omnycrunace Tskénas pyka. [1o skene3Hoi XBaTke cpa3y CTajlo sICHO: €ro
HE OTIYCTAT. M3ty a)ke He Hy)KHO ObLIIO 000paurBaThCsl, YTOOBI TIOHSATh, KOMY OHA TIPUHAIJICKHT.

XO0351MH TaBEepHbI TSKENO BbIIOXHYJ U OIIYCTUJI OJIOBY, HO PYUKY HE OTITYCTHII.

— Tebe npuaErcst OueHsb MoCTapaThesi, YTOOBI JOKA3aTh MHE, YTO ThI HE COIILIa C yMa, bperTa,
— TIPOLIEINII OH CKBO3b 3YOBI.

OTBeTOM emy cTasl HOBBIM MCTOLLIHBIM BOILUIb, JOHECIIMICSA ¢ yaulpl. Ho eciu nepBbiil KpUk
CILTOTHJI JIIOZIeH 1 TPOOYIHIT B HUX SIPOCTh, TO STOT JIEACHSIIMIA KPOBb 3BYK B OJHO MTHOBEHHUE BbIKET
BCIO XpaOpOCTh U3 ceBepsiH. Bripouem, He U3 Bcex.

ITOT 3BYK Pa3UTEbHO OTIIMYAJICS OT MepBOro. 13 TeMHOTHI OKpauHbl JOHECCS OMTYLIUTEIb-
HBII, YTPOOHBIN, MOJTHBIN MPEICMEPTHON arOHUU PEB.

bperra, upa TAKenaA pyKa mpoposkaia CKUMarh 1iedo Mazaa, yETKo JaBast IOHATh, YTO OHA
HE COIVIaCHA C €ro pelieHreM. YCIbIIaB peB, MarHysia MUMO X035IMHA TABEPHBI, C CUJION HABAJIWJIACh
Ha TSOKEJIBIA JIepeBSHHBIA OpyC M OITYCTHIIAa 3aCOB, HAITyXO 3anmupas TaBepHy. PaHee OHM 3aKkpbuId
BCE OKHa, MOAYMHSISCH IpeBHEMY 00bIYal0 — 4TOOBI HE BITYCTHTh JyX ymepiero. Terneps ke mpuxo-
AWJIOCh 3aIUPAThCs OT Yero-To Kyaa 6osee peasbHoro.

VYcnpias npeicMepTHBIN peB 4yA0BHILA, bpeTTa HakoHel MOoHsJIa, YTo 3HaYu/IM cjioBa CTpaH-
HUKa. DT0 ObUIA HE YTrpo3a, npepoctepexerne. Ho oObsACHITH BCE 3T0 M3y NpUIILIOCh Obl CITUIIIKOM
noiro. Tem Oojtee, UTO HAYMHATD TAKOM Pa3roBOP HYKHO OBUIO C COOBITUH eCTUIETHEW JaBHOCTH,
a BpeMEeHH y HUX He ObLIO.

OnyctuB 3acoB, bperTa pa3BepHynachk v BcTaia npsmo nepen Magom.

— Tam lopok! — m1yxo mpopsiyall oH, s el B 11a3a. — W 1eBYOHKHM 10 CUX TOp HET
B 3a1e! MBI 1OJKHBI BBIATH !

— M>p, Thl, Kak U BCE MBI, CJIBIIIAJ 3TOT BOIUIb, — TBEPIO MpousHecaa bperra. — Tor, KTo,
BO3MOXHO, ceiiuac crac ['opaoka, 3Haim o Tom, uto Oyner, u mpenynpeant Hac. Ecam Mbl XoTUM
JOXUTh IO PacCBETa, HaM HeJlb3sl OTKPbIBATh 3TY /1Bepb. [loBepbcs MHe!

M>n Momua cMotpen Ha Bperty HepBHO ckumas Kynakd. OH MOHATHS HE UMeEN, O KakoM
YyKaKe OHa TOBOPUT, KTO MX MpeAyNpeIu U I0YeMY OHA Tak CJIENO BEPUT 3TOMY uyxkaky. BHyTpu
HEro BCE KPHYaJIo OT, JaBsIIero 6eCrokoncTa 3a Anupy u gaxe ['opoka, OCTaBIIMXCS TaM, B Jie/is-
HOW HOYHOH TeMHOTe. EMy XOTeoch OTTONKHYTh BperTy, copBarh 3aCOB 1 OPOCUTHCS HA TIOMOIITb.
Ho 3a Bce roap! B aT0M miymm bperra HU pa3y He aBasia IOBOAA COMHEBAThCs B €€ cioBax. U ecnu
ceiiyac OHa 3aKpbUIa ATy ABeph — y He€ ObUIM HA TO BECKUE, TPUUNHBI.

M>n noBepHy:n rosioBy u nocmorpen Ha buka. Crapocta Monuya KMBHYJ €My, HOATBEPXKIast
CJIOBA )KEHILUHBI.

CrucHyB 3yObl, M3 MeJIeHHO OTCTYIHJI Ha3al, OCBOOOXKJast IPOCTPAHCTBO y aBep. OH He
COIVIaCWJICS, HO OTCTYIIHIL.

TsKeno BHIJOXHYB, XO35MH TaBepHbI OOEPHYJICS K 3aJTy M yrpioMo Mpon3Hec:— Pa3 yx y Hac
MOSIBUJIOCh BPEMS1, MOXKET, MHE HAaKOHEII-TO PACCKAXYT, YTO 3A€Ch POU30IILIO0?

IlepBbiM BeI3Bavicst BUK, Tak Kak KMEHHO OH BeTpeTus1 CTpaHHUKa y BOpOT aepeBHU. CTapocrTa,
HE CrIelna BBITyCKask M30 PTa CU3bIH IbIM, HAauaJl MIepecKa3biBaTh COOBITUS 3TOr0 Beuepa. OcraibHble
KUTEJH, CHIEBIINE BIOJIb CTEH, TO U JeJI0 TOJaBajii royoc, A00apsis Aetany Hanepeboii. bperra,
HEMHOT'O pacc/aOMBIIKCh, JIUIIb MOJTYA CIyIIaia UX, TIOANEpeB IUIeYOM CTeHY Y 3allepToro BXoja.

OHnu He ycrienu I0WTH 10 (prHaza.
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BHesarHo pyuKy ABepU CHapyKH KTO-TO HACTOWYMBO MOTSIHYJT Ha ceds1. Pa3nascs riyxoii cTyk
JOCOK, BCTPETUBIIMX MPENSATCTBUE — 3aCOB HA/IEKHO Jep:Kkas Ipoxoa. ToT, KTO CTOsT Ha KPbUIbLIE,
Ha CEeKYHJIy 3amep, IMOHSB, UTO 3allepTo, a 3aTeM pa3iasics TSKENbIA, ObICTPHIA CTYK.

A cnenoM u3-3a ABEpH JOHECCs 3HAKOMBIH, JI0 yKaca UCIyTraHHbIi rosoc ['oproka.

— Dii...OTKpoiiTe... — yMOJISIONIE MTPOXPHITENT OBIBIINIA JIEKaph cHapyXu. — M3y, BanHep,
Piok Bac nepwu, Bryctute mensi! OHo yuuio... TBaps MepTBa, KTO-TO MPUKOHYMI e€ y KocTpa! f ycren
nob6exars... [Ipoiy, oTKpoiTe ABeps!

V BsHHepa OKpyIIIKCh [JIa3a OT HEOKUAAHHOCTU. OXOTHUK KUHYJICS K JBEPU U YBEPEHHO
MepeXBaTUII TSKEITBIN Opyc.

JlepeBo riyxo 3ackpuneso. 3acoB NOAAAJICS, IPUIIOJHUMASCh U3 Ma30B.

— Cron! — ckomangoBai buk.

Bperra ¢ MagoM 0oqHOBpeMEHHO KMHYJIHCH K IBEpH, BO3Bpallas 3acoB Ha Mecto. OHa HeOOIb-
111asi OrOBOpKa B c/loBax [ opaoka 3acTaBuiia 3aCOB OCTAaThCsl HA MECTE.

JBepb cHOBa nepHyaM. Ha 3TOT pa3 cuiibHee — ropasfo cuiibHee, YeM MOT Obl HalyraHHbIN
10 CMEPTH CTapuK.

M>n u Bperra nepernisiHy/Mch, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEIM Ha HUYEro He nmoHuMarouiero banuepa.
B ux B3m1sAax He ObUIO HU 37I0CTH, HU OCYXJEeHHS. BUK MeaieHHO MOIoIIeN K OXOTHUKY ¥ MOJT4a
TMOXJIOMAJI €T0 MO IUIeYy.

Paznancsa cryk. B aTor pa3 rpomue, oT4asiHHEE.

3a nBepblo I OpaoK cHOBa Ha4yall yMOJIATh €ro BOycTUTh. ['00c rpsA3HO pyrasics, chimaj Mmpo-
KJIATUSIMH, Ha3bIBaJl UX TPycaMM M MPEaTeNsIMU, a 3aT€M IMOCIBIIAIUCH Iark — KTO-TO OBICTPO
YXOIWJI IIPOYb OT TaBEPHBI.

Ha Heckospko MUHYT B TaBepHE 00pa30Bajiach MEpTBasl THILIMHA. A 3aTeM HM3JaJieKa, CO CTO-
poHBI ToMa [ opaoka, 1oHeccst HOBbIH BOILUIb. B 3TOT pa3 — uenoBeyeckuil.

Kpuuan l'opnok. Kpuuain B nocnennuii pas.

[NepBbiM 060pBas TUIMHY BaHHEp. OH 03BYYMJI TO, O YEM B 3Ty CEKYH/1y MOyMaJIi a0COMIOTHO
BCE B 3aJI€.

— YT0 MBI Ha/IETIAIIN. ..
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I'nasa 7

Teno Anvpbl NOHSUJIO paHbILE pa3yMa: CTaJo HEMHOTo Oe30IacHee.

Cnauasna noakocuich Horu. [lotom 3emutst KauHysach 1 ynuia BOOK. JleByIka qaxe He ycriena
MOHATh — MPOCTO OKA3aJ1aCh Ha KOJIEHX, YTKHYBIIKUCH JIaJI0HSIMU B XOJIOIHYIO I'PsA3b. A 4epe3 MrHo-
BEHME COIEPKMMOE KeJTyJKa BbIIIJIECHYIOCh HA 3EMJIIO.

Cynopora 11171a 3a Cy10pOoroi, >kMBOT CBOJUJIO, BO PTYy pa3iuiack ropeys. ['0joBa KpyKuiach
TaK, YTO OHa HEe MOIJIa MOHATH B3IVIAA. B yIax 3BeHeso, nepes ra3aMu IUIbUIM TEMHBIE MTSTHA.

OTtgaua.

Oma xopolo 3HaJa, 4To 310. [Iapran npeaymnpexgan o0 3roM. Ho oHa HUKOrIa He Jymala, 4yTo
310 «TaK» . He mpocto ycranocts. He pocto cinabocts. Teno «Mctrno». 3a To, 4To OHa Biuja B pop-
MyJTy GosbIlie AHUMBI, YeM OHa MOTJIO PUHSTh. HecMOTpst Ha 3TO map cBeTa npoaoskai OecIyMHO
BECETh B TOM MeCTe I7ie paHblle cTosuia ¢urypa Juke [IopraHa u mponoiiax ocBemarTh HeOObIIoN
y4aToK Yauiy.

Anupa nonsitajack BIOXHYTh — M He cMoria. ['opiio cxkasno. OHa CHOBa COrHysach MoroJjam,
u e€ BeIpBaIIo onsATh. Kaxknas cymopora otnaBana 00Iblo B BUCKax

CkBO3b I'yJl B yllIax OHa cibliajia rojoc. IleByunii. Msrkuii.

— Ox, 6enHast, GeqHast 1eBoUKa... Kak ke MHe O0IBbHO CMOTpPETh Ha TO, KaK KTO-TO CTPaJIaeT.

I'onoc 3Byvan HamepeHHO HaurpaHHo. TearpasnbHO. CJIOBHO akTEP, KOTOPBII UTpaeT cocTpa-
JaHue.

— Mosxer, el KTo-HUOYb TIOMOXeT? 3931, KTO-HHOYyyab! 3/1ech AeByIKa He yMeeT Ipa-
BWJIBHO T0J1b30BaThcsi AHMMOW. KTO-TO sIBHO MJ10X0 €€ 00yuuiI.

Anupa xotena oTBeTHTh. XoTesa Bctath. Ho Tesno He ciymanock. OHa crosila Ha YeTBepeHb-
Kax B XOJIOOHOM Ipsi3u, MOKpas OT NOTa, C TPACYIIMMHUCSA pyKaMu. Bc€, uTo oHa Moria, — MOIHATh
TOJIOBY.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT € CTaJIo MO-HACTOSAIIEMY CTPAILHO.

He u3-3a moHcTpa. He u3-3a ronoca. A u3-3a Toro, 4ro oHa Oecriomonisa. IIpsamo ceitvac,
PAIIOM C ABYMS CYIIECTBaMH, KOTOPbIX HE MOHMMAET, OHAa He MOIJIa JIa)Ke BCTaTh Ha HOTH.

— 41... — BBIJaBMJIA OHA, J1aBsSCh BO3AyXOM. — f] B mopsjke.

HukTro He oTBETHIL.

Ona cama He Bepuiia B cBoM cjioBa. Ho Oblia yBepeHa: ceiiyac Hesib3sl TOKa3bIBaTh CI1a00CTb.

CrpaHHUK He crnenla JBUHYICA Briepen. TBapp, cTosBIIAs HA IPAaHULE CBETA, MOMATHIACH BO
TBMY, 32)KUMasl JIaroi 0OpyOOK, MOKa He OCTAJICS BUAEH TOJIBKO TOPSIIIAIA SPOCTBIO JKENTHIA I71a3.

— V MeHs ecTb pe/iiokeHne, — HEOKUJAHHO IPOIIesT roJIoc.

CrpaHHUK HE OCTAaHOBUWJICH.

— Thl ocTaBuIb €€ HaM, @ MOH XO35IMH MOJEIUTCS UHGOPMALME 0 TOM, YTO Thl UIlelb. Win
IpaBWibHEe OyleT CKa3aTb — O TOM, KOTO Thl UILEIIb?

I'onoc aBHO xoten 3actate CrpaHHuka Bpaciuiox. Cepaue Aympbl ocTaHOBUIOCHh. CTpaHHMK
ObLJT €JMHCTBEHHOM ITperpaof Mesk/1y Heil U TeMH, KTO CKpbIBaJICsl BO ThbMe. OHa IOHATHS HE UMelIa,
MMEET JIM OHA ISl HETO XOTb KaKYI0-TO LIEHHOCTb.

CrpaHHuk He oTBeTWII. TOJIBKO YCKOPWJI LIar.

— OxwuyiaeMslii OTBET, — B3/10XHYJ rooc. — Ho s He yBepeH, uTo y Te0s1 eCTh Ha 3TO BpeMsl.
V MeCTHBIX KUTeJIeH ero TOUHO HeT.

B ronoce npope3anuch HOTKU pa3ipaxkeHusl.

VYrpo3a B cTOpoHY JiepeBHU 3acTaBuia Anupy oopectu cuibl. OHa nogHsnack. Konenu apo-
’KaJu, HO OHa crosiia. U orBerumia:

— 3ayeM BaM KUTENH, ecii o 3aech? OHu HU4Yero He 3HaT. Kak u !

CrpaHHuK ocTaHOBWIICS. Bpocuit yepes miedo ogHy (pasy:
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— Onu B 6€30MaCHOCTH.

N nunynca ganeine. K rpanune ceera. K tBapu.

— Oyyy, 51 Obl He ObUI TaK yBEpPEH, — MPOTSIHYJ IOJIOC.

Pazpancs oTY€TIMBbIN 1IETUOK NAJIBIIEB.

TBapp OTCKOUYMIIA Ha3a]] U OIJIYIIMTENBHO B3peBeia. A yepe3 MIrHOBEHUE €€ PEB MOAXBATUIIN
apyrue. Cyns 1o 3ByKy — Takue *ke. M 3ByK 1€ CO CTOPOHBI IEPEBHHU.

Pegena nenas cras.

— Her. Her. Her.

Coznanue Asupsbl oTKasbiBasioch Beputh. [Touemy? Tlouemy sto npoucxogut ¢ Hei? [Touemy
y He€ MOCTOSIHHO 3a0MpaloT Hajiekay? 3a uro?

Omna He MorJIa 3aUTUTH Jaxe ceds. He To uto nepeBH0. Bephl B ciacuteist He ObLIIO HUKAKOW.
CripaBUTBCS C OTHUM YyJOBHUITIIEM — 3T0 ofiHO. Ho ¢ 1iestoii craeii — apyroe.

Ho 6orpie e€ myrait TOT, KTO OJHUM IIETYKOM MaJIblIeB MOI KOMaH/I0BaTh STUMH TBapSIMH.

He ot Bepsl. Ot otuastaus. Ot 6e3BbixomgHocTr. OHa 00paTuiach K Hemy.

— Cnacu ux. YMossmo...

Tuxo. Ymosnsmonie.

CTpaHHUK OCTaHOBWJICS.

— 4 xe ckazan...

— Ipory 1e6s1... OHM BCE, YTO y MEHSI OCTAJIOCh...

CrpaHHUK 3aapall MoAOOPOIOK, OTKMHYI T'OJIOBY Has3all, C CUJIOW BIOXHYJ BO3OYX HOCOM. A
3aTeM pas3ipaX€HHO BbIJOXHYI Yepe3 pOT.

CKOpOCTb, C KOTOPOI OH pa3BepHYJICS U MOHECCS K HEl, HeNlb3s1 ObLIIO Ha3BaTh YEJIOBEYECKOM.
BricTpee, yeM oHa ycriena NoHATh, YTO MPOMCXOIUT, OH OKa3asics Mepe]] Hel, BCKUHYJI € Ha IJIe40
Y MOHECCS TPOUb — Yepe3 ThMY, B CTOPOHY JEPEBHHU.

— Jlo ckopoii BCTpeyu, I0Has TOCHOXa.

Anupa He Buzena uua. Ho no mHTOHaImu ey nokasauock, 4To TOT, KOMY IPUHAJIEKa roJioc,
YXMBUISLICS.

Ona Bucena y CTpaHHMKA Ha IjIede, OOMSKIIasi, He cMesl Jlake B3IOXHYTh. He cTonmbko OT
Oecciis, CKOJIBKO OT IIOKA.

OHuM HeCTIMCh CKBO3b YaIlly Tak, CIOBHO 3TO OblIa BHIMOIIIEHHAS I0POTa CPE SICHOTO JIHS, a He
HOYHOM Oypesiom. [lepeBbst MesibKasi oqHO 3a aApyriuM. CtaHoBuiochk Bc€ ceemiee. Hakonen Anmpa
yBUJEJIa OKparHY Jieca.

Kak Tonpko oHM BuIeTENM U3-TI01 KPOH, CTpaHHUK 3aMeTHIICS 10 OOBIYHOTO YeI0BEYECKOTO
Iiara.

Anuvpa, HeMHOTO TpHUs B ce0s, TYT ke BO3MYTHJIACh:

— IMouemy mbl He 6exuM?! HyxHo ObicTpee BEpHYThCS K TaBepHe !

E€ mpicnu OblT TONBKO O MoAsAX. M B Hell MOSIBUJIACh YBEPEHHOCTD, UTO €€ CracuTes b CIipa-
BUTCHL.

CrpaHHuK HU4Yero He oTBeTWI. Tonbko men. PoBHo. CriokoiHO.

Anvpa OTKpbLIa POT, YTOOBI CKa3aTh YTO-TO €IIE, HO OCeKIach. YTO-TO B €ro MOTYaHUU OBLIO
TaKkoe, OT YEro CJIOBA 3aCTPEBAIU B TOpIIE.

Ona 3amoiyana.

Onu num momva. [lepeBHst npuOmmkanack. M ¢ KaXIpIM IIaroM CTAHOBUJIOCH CJIBIIITHO: CO
CTOPOHBI IIEHTPA, IJIe CTOsIa TaBEpHA, IOHOCSTCS 3ByKU OMTBBL. Ho He 0ObruHbe. He ObUIO KPUKOB
moneii. He Oputo ssi3ra opyskusi. Tonbko OerieHoe pelYaHue, BOM MOHCTPOB M 3BYKH JIOMAIOIIIUXCSI
MOCTPOEK.

A emmé — cpeay BCEro 3Toro — BbIAGNSIICS HEOOBIUHBIN 3BYK. He mpuHaiexxaBumii octaib-
HBIM MOHCTpaM. AJlpa HUKOT/Ia paHbllie He CiIblana Hu4dero nmogooHoro. Iimyookuit. Huskuii. Tak
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B. Peii3. «I'ne racHer raamsi»

HE pbIYajl HM OfIMH 3BEpb, KOTOPOTo OHa 3HaJIa. B HEM ObUIO uTO-TO NIepBOOBITHOE. peBHee. CI0BHO
cama yalla pocHyJ1ach U 3aroBOpUJIA.

CTpaHHUK OCTaHOBUJICS.

Anupa xoTesna crpocuThb, 4To Tam npoucxogut. Ho npomoinyana. Yro-To moxackassiBajio e,
YTO OTBETa He OyjIerT.

Onu crosimm. Momya. Heckosibko MUHYT, KOTOpBIE TTOKa3aIUCh €l BEUHOCTBIO.

Hakonen paspascs nocneaHui Boruib. A 3a HUM — THULIMHA.

CTpaHHUK OBUHYJICS JaJIbIE.

— I Mory uaT cama, — THXO cKazayia Anupa. — MHe yxe nydiie. Criacu0o.

CrpaHHuK Mon4a rnocraBui e€ Ha Horu. Ho coBceM oTiyckaTrh He cTan — B3I O PYKY.
BwmecTte oHM JBUHYJIMCH JaJIbIIIE.

Kpaem rnaza Anupa yBuaena, Kak Mex 1y 1oMamMu ITPOHECIach MacCMBHas TeHb. Harpagisiiach
B CTOpOHY Jieca. OHa mogymasia, 4To 3TO OfiHa U3 TBapew mbiTaeTcs cOexarb. XoTena cKkaszaTb, HO
Crpannuk onepeani.— He 6ecriokoricst 00 3ToM.

W ona He crana cnpammsark.

[Ipoiizis eme HeCKOIBKO YIOUeK, OHU BBIIUIMA K LIEHTPY JIEPEBHHU.

Anmpa He Obl1a HexxeHKOW. OHa BeIpociia cpeay oXoTHUKOB. C JIeTcTBa BUENa, KaK pa3/ieibl-
BAIOT JMYb U JIOMAITHUK cKOT. HO TO, 4TO OHa yBUIena, BhI3BAIO Obl PBOTHBIE MO3BIBHI Y JIIOOOTO.

ITo Bcelt okpyre BaIsuIMCh pa3oApaHHble OCTaTKK 4ygoBuill. [Toxoxux Ha Tex, 4To OHa BCTpe-
THJIA B Jiecy. TONbKO HEMHOTO MeHbIIE. A B BO3/lyX€ CTOslJIa HEBBIHOCHMasi BOHb OT KPOBH U TIOTPO-
XOB.

Anupy 661 TOUHO cTomHmWIo. Ho BCE, ueM MOKHO ObLIO 9TO c/ieNaTh, OHA OCTAaBHJIA B JIECY.

— Bor. [pium yepes s1o. byner nerye.

CTpaHHUK TIPOTSIHYJ €l YMCTHIN OarpoBbIi IUIATOK. TOT MPUATHO Max BETaMU. AJIMpa TYT ke
MpYKaJia ero K JIMIYY U cTapajlach CMOTPETh TOJBKO ce0e MO HOTH, TIOKa OHU MOAXOMIIA K TaBEpHE.

JIBepb ObUta m3pyOseHa. Ha Hell 1 Ha cTeHax psiioM He ObUIO KMBOro mecrta. [lepeBo — B
rIyOOKHX Tope3ax oT Kortel. Eimg cBexast 4€pHasi KpOBb.

Anmpa crapanace He BcMmarpuBaTbesa. OHa Buaena cBeT u3-nop asepu. Crblnana rojioca
BHYTpH.

OHna nocryyaia.

— 910 a! Ampa! Beé konunnocs! Kaxercs...

[TocnenHioo ppaszy oHa ckazaia 3HAYUTETBHO TUIIM ONISHYBIIUCH HA CTpaHHUKA.

3a ABeppio BOLAPUIIACh TUILIMHA.

JIBEpb HE OTKPBLIN.
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