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C. Tlarpymes. «Vmmeparop HeOec»

Cepren IlaTpyinesn
NMneparop HeOec

I'naBa 1. He0ecHbiii Tpon

CosHue HUKOrJa He Kacajioch 3eMii B umnepun Cupuyc. OHO U3IMBAJIO CBOM KUAKUH 30J10-
TOH CBET Ha OecKpaiiHee, BEYHO KIyOsiieecss Mope 00JIaKkoB, KOTOPOE MPOCTUPATIOCh OT TOPU30HTA
110 TOPU30HTA, CKPBIBAsI MO/l COOON MEpTBBIN, U3bE/ICHHBIN BpeMEHEM JIMK TUIaHeThl. JKU3Hb 31ech,
HaBepxy, ObUIa HEe TIPOCTO MPUBUJIETUEN — OHA ObLIa Yy/IOM, €XKECEKYH/IHO MOJICP)KUBAEMBIM THTa-
HUYECKOU BOJIEN OMHOIO YesIoBeKa.

Auexc crosut Ha kpato He6ecHoro TpoHa. D10 ObUT He TBOpEIl M3 MpaMopa U 30J10Ta, a KOJIoC-
CaJIbHBIA MOHOJIUT U3 KUBOT'0, MTYJIbCUPYIOIIETO KPUCTAJLIA, 3aBUCIIUIA B CAMOM BBICOKOW TOUYKE aTMO-
cepol. [Tog GocbiMu HOramMu UMIEpaTopa KPUCTA/Ul OT3bIBAICS TEIJIOM, BIMTHIBAsI €0 SHEPrUI0
Y TpaHCIUpPYs ee Aajibliie, CKBO3b KUJIOMETPHI IYCTOThl, K OCTAJIILHBIM OCTpoBaM. Betep, poxeH-
HBII pa3HUIIEH TeMIlepaTyp MKy BEPXHUM U HIDKHUM CJIOSIMH OOJIAYHOTO MOPSI, TPETa ero TskKe-
JIble YepHbIe ONIEKIbl, PACHINThIE cepeOPsIHON HUTHIO, HO HE MOT CIIBUHYTb C MECTa Jaxe Mpsiib ero
TeMneJIbHbIX BOJIOC.

Autekc He cMoTpest BHU3. EMy He Hy:KHO OBUIO OITycKaTh IJ1a3a, 4ToObl BUuieTh. Ero co3Hanue,
pacimpeHHOe NeCATHICTUSIMEI aOCOMIOTHOW BJIACTH, OBUIO PACTBOPEHO B CAMOW TKaHW TOTO MHpA.
OH uyBcTBOBa)1 CHpUYC Kak COOCTBEHHOE TEJIO.

On uysctBOBasn OctpoB PemecieHHUKOB, Aperdyomuil B TpeX AHAX IyTH K 3amany. Tam, B
[TyOOKUX IIaXTax, JOOBIBATM a3PUT — PEIKYI0 PYIY, YAEPKHUBAIOIILYI0 OCTPOBa B Bo3ayxe. JKuiibl
a’puTa OCThIBIU. ECIM OHM MOracHyT, OCTPOB, HA KOTOPOM MJIO COPOK THICSIY Y€JIOBEK, PyXHET B
creryio 6e3Hy 0OJaKOB, U yAap O 3eMHYIO TBepAb Oy/IeT MOCIeAHNM, YTO OHHU YCJIbIIIAT.

Anekc BbIOXHYII. OH HE TPOU3HEC 3aKJIMHAHUI, HE CJIOKUII IACCOB pyKaMu. OH IMPOCTO MO3BO-
JIJT YaCTH CBOETO «SI» OTIEIUTHCS U IOTAHYTHCA K YMUAPAOIIMM Kujiam. OH Oy THII UX KPUCTAILIH-
YECKYIO PelIeTKy, UX yCTajaocThb. M OH mogenusicsi ¢ HUMU CBOMM TerioM. He orHeHHBIM :KapoM, KOTO-
PphIii pacruiaBui1 Obl TOPOMY, a yOUHHBIM, TIEPBOPOIHBIM TETJIOM 3BE3JHOTO SI/Ipa. ASPUT BCIIBIXHYT
POBHBIM, YCIIOKaUBAIOIMM CMHUM cBeToM. OcTpoB cniaceH. Ha 3to ymuia karuig ero cui. Karuis us
OE3I0HHOIO OKEaHa.

K ceBepy, Hag Apxurnienarom [lItopmos, OyineBasa BeuHasi rpo3a. MomHUM CIMBa HeOO clie-
TISLIUMY CTeXKKaMHU, a BETPa PBAJIM KPbLUIbsI I'PY30BbIX IPU(POHOB. AJIEKC MPUKOCHYJICS K aTMocdep-
HOMY (ppoHTy. OH HEe OCTAaHOBHMIT OYpPI0 — 3TO OBUIO ObI HACUJIUEM HaJI TPUPOIOH, KOTOPOE UCTOIIUIIO
Ol ero 10 1Ha. OH cran Oypu auprxkepoM. OH MATKO, HO HETTPEKJIOHHO TIepeHaIpaBuII TOTOKHU BETpa,
YBOJISl CaMble SIPOCTHBIE 3apsi/ibl B IIyCTOTY, TPOYb OT TOProBbIX IyTer. OH BIUIEN B JIEASHYIO KPYITy
rpaj TeIUIbI BO3yX U3 I0KHbIX TeueHni. Karus 3a karuien.

Ha Bocroke, Hag Cronmunent Cemu [lInuineit, Bo3ayx craj CIUIIKOM pa3pexeHHbIM. JIoau 3a1bl-
XaJIMCh, MTUIIBI MAAATM 3aMepPTBO Ha JieTy. Mimmneparop BAOXHYJ Tak INTyOOKO, YTO, Ka3alioch, €ro
pedpa ceityac 3arpemar. OH MOTSHYJI BaKyyM Ha ceOsl, YIUIOTHSISI €r0 CBOEW BOJICH, a 3aTeM pe3KO
TOJIKHYJI OT ce0s1, BOMBAs B JIETKUE CTOJUIIBI TSIKEITBIN, HACHIIIICHHBIN KUCTIOPOIOM BO3/IYX, TOHSATHIN
C HUKHHX, OoJiee TUIOTHBIX CJIOEB OOJIAYHOTO MOPSI.

On Obu1 cepatiem 3toro mupa. Ero Hacocom. Ero rpaButanueit.

Anekc Diinen, [Nepssiit Umneparop Cupuyca, [Ipenen Hebec, 6b11 He ipocto MaroM. OH ObLT
3aKOHOM (PU3HKH, KOTOPBIH COTTIACHIICSI HOCUTh YesIoBeYecKyIo 00010uKy. OH yrpaBisiji BCEMH CTH-
XUSIMH HE TIO OT/IENBbHOCTH, a OIHOBPEMEHHO, CILIeTasl UX B €MHBIN, HEBEPOSTHO CJIOKHBIN Y30p
BbKMBaHUA. OTOHb COrpeBall a9PUT, BOJA MTUTAJIA BUCSUYUE Callbl, 3eMJIS J1aBajia ornopy (pyHIaMeH-
Tam, a BO3[yX ObLI ero KPOBBIO.
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Ho ceroanst 3T0T y30p Hauan cOOUTB.

I'me-to manexo 3a mpejgenaMu OCBOGHHBIX apXUIIEIaroB, TaM, rje o0jlaka CTAHOBHUJIMCH HETIpO-
HUIIAEMO-YepHBIMHU M T'YCTHIMH, KaK CMOJIA, TaM, KyJa He 3aJIeTalli Jake CaMble OTYasiHHBIE pa3Be[l-
YHMKH Ha BO3AYIIHBIX Cyaax, MpoOyxaanock Heuro.

AJIeKc IOYyBCTBOBAJI 3TO HE KaK yrpo3y, a Kak AuccoHaHc. Kak (panbImByo HOTY B UI€QITBHO
HacTpoeHHOM opkectpe. B Xaoce, B mepBopoiHOM Ipsi3u, U3 KOTOPOH Koraa-To ObuT BbipBaH Cupuyc,
3ameBenuch peBaue. CynIHOCTH, KOTOpblE He 3HAIM HU (DOPMBI, HM pa3syma, HU MUJIOCEPAHUS.
Onu ObLIM YMCTOM, Hepa30aBJieHHOM SHTporuel. 1 onu rosoaHsl. X roof ckaxail MOTOKW Maruy,
3aCTaBJIsIs A9PUT HA CaMBIX JJbHUX (POPIIOCTaX TYCKHETD,  BETpa — CXOOUTH C yMa.

— Tol uyBCTBYeIIb 3TO, BepHbIii? — He 000paunBasiCh, CIIpOCUT AJEKC.

W3 Tenn 3a ero ciHOM BBICTYNMIT YesioBeK. Vmm To, 4To Korga-To ObUIO 4enoBeKoM. BepHsii,
6eccmennbii raBa TaitHoit Kantensipuu, 661 ctap. Ero kojka HaroMuHasa Cyxoi MepraMeHT, a riia3a
BBIIBEJIH JI0 MOJIOYHOM OEJIM3HBI, HO CIIMHA OCTaBaJIaCh UjealbHO MpsiMoi. OH He 001a1ai v ThICS Y-
HOU foied cutbl iMriepatopa, Ho o01agalt Tem, 4ero y AJiekca He ObUIO — CMEPTHOCTBIO 1 CBOOOION
nepeIBIKEHUS.

— TNorpanuunbie MOCTH TacHYT, Mol MimmepaTtop, — rosoc BepHoro ObuT JIMIIIEH SMOIHI,
CYXOH, Kak Tesiect crapbix oymar. — Tpu octpoBa B 30He Cymepek yxe ucuesnu. [Ipocto Bbinamm
U3 HalllMX KapT. D(UpHBIE pa3BeAUMKH, KOTOPHIX MbI OTIPABIISIIMA Ty, BO3BPAIIAIHUCE. . . ITyCTBIMH.
Broxokennsie m3HyTpu. lyxu Xaoca He youBaioT ux. OHM BBINMBAIOT caMy BO3MOKHOCTh MX CYIIIe-
CTBOBaHMSI.

— OHM NPOCHYJIUCH, TOTOMY UYTO MBI CTAJIM CIIUIIKOM SIPKUMU, — TJTyXO OTBETHJT AJIeKC. —
Harn cer pexer um riaza. OHM He XOTAT Hac 3aBoeBaTh. OHU XOTAT, YTOOBI MBI POCTO TIEPECTAIIH
ObITb. YTOOB CHpHyC pyXHYJ BHU3, M 00JIaKa CHOBA COMKHYJIUCh HaJl MEPTBBHIM KaMHEM.

— Coget be3zonacHoctu nipensaraer Bo3pectu Benmukuii bapbep, — npogomkun BepHbliil. —
CoOpatb Bcex a9pOMaHTOB CTOJMIIBI, HATIPABUTh UX SHEPTUI0 B KPHUCTAIbl TpoHa M AepXkaTh IIUT
BEYHO.

AJekc MeIeHHO oBepHyI rosioBy. Ero riiaza, 0ObIHO O71eIHO-Ccephle, ceiiyac MobIXaiu pac-
TJIaBJICHHBIM cepeOpoM.

— Beuno? — nepecnpocuin oH Tuxo. — Tbl ipeyIaraenib Cxeub MOIO apUCTOKpaTuio, Bep-
HBIA. UTOOBI AepXkaTh TaKOM Oapbep, MaraM MPHUIETCS MUTh CHITYy U3 adpHTa ObIcTpee, YeM OH OyieT
BOCCTaHaB/IMBaThCs. Yepes rog ocTpoBa HAYHYT MafaTh. Yepes JBa Mbl IPUCOSIUHUMCS K TE€M, KTO
KUBET BHU3Y. Bapbep — 3T0 OTcpouka caMoyOuiiCTBa.

— Toraa 4o Bbl HaMepeHH! Aenath, Mol Vimnepatop? — B 6€CIIBETHOM Tojioce CTapyKa BIiep-
BbIE ITPOCKOJIb3HY/Ia HOTKA TPEBOTH.

— To, uTo HOMKeH ObUT CAeNaTh CTONETHSI Ha3a/l, — OTBETUI AJleKc. — $1 cryIych B rpsi3b.

OH miarnyn ¢ kpast Hebecnoro Tpona.

Cepare mo6oro apyroro yesnoBeka o0opBaiock Obl B nisATKK. Ho y Asiekca He Obuto cepaia
B IIPUMBBIYHOM MOHMMaHuH. OH Majan He BHU3, a CKBO3b COOCTBEHHOE TBOpeHue. Bokpyr Hero cBu-
BaJICsl BUXPb. BO3yX yIJIOTHWIICS, TPeBpaTUBINKCH B HEBUAMMOE Kpeciio. Bozia, Brimasias u3 oona-
KOB B BHJIE TyMaHa, 00JIeiIa ero OfIek 1y, CO3/1aB JIETKYI0, HO HEITPOOMBaeMYyI0 KOJbUyTy. YacTuipl
MIBUTK M 3eMJIM, BCET/Ia MPUCYTCTBRYIOIIHE B aTMocepe, Casyiuch B HApy4d U HarojeHHUKU. OroHb
HE BCIBIXHYJ — OH TJIeJI TIPSIMO TIOJT er0 KOXeH, CorpeBast €ro B CTPEMHUTENIBHO XOJIOCIONINX BepX-
HUX CIOSIX.

OH neten ckBo3b 00nauHOe Mope. CBepXy OHO Ka3aJoCh MATKUM ITyXOBBIM ofiesyioM. M3HyTpH
9T0 OBUIA pEBYIIasi, Clienas MeTeNlb U3 MepeoXIaxJeHHOro napa. AJIeKC pa3IBUHY/ OONaKa JABUXKe-
HreM Mblciu. [lepen HUM OTKpbLTach Oe31Ha.

3emJis.

Ona 6bL1a YyIOBUIIIHOM.
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[Nocne Benukoro Packona, korna nmpenky AJiekca MOAHSIIN MepBble OCTPOBa B HEOO, TOBEpX-
HOCTb TUIAHETHI TaK M HE OMpaBUiIach. ITo ObUI HE MUD, a paHa. YepHble, MaCISTHUCThIE OKEaHb, B
KOTOPBIX HE OTpakajioch He0o. Jleca U3 rUraHTCKUX rpudOB, CBETSIIMXCs OOIE3HEHHBIM (PHUOTIETO-
BBIM CBETOM M MCTOUAIOIIMX CIOPBI, pa3bearoliye jJerkue. IleneabHpie mycTom , o KOTOpsIM Opo-
WA TEHU CYILECTB, HE BBIIEPKABIIMX JABJICHUs MEPBOPOAHON Maruu. M Hax BceM STHM BHUCEN
TSDKEJIbIN, CBUHIIOBBIM KYTOJ aTMOC(epbl, B KOTOPOM HUKOTAA He ObIBAJO HU 3BE3J1, HU COJIHIIA —
JIMIIb TYCKJIOE, 6arpoBoe CBeYEeHHE Te0TePMAIbHBIX Pa3IOMOB.

AJIeKc OCTaHOBWII MAJICHUE B KIJIOMETPE OT BEPXYIIEK I'PUOHBIX JepeBbeB. Ero HOrv KOCHy/IMCh
TBEP/AOH, HO NIOIATIIMBOM ITOYBBl — CIIPECCOBAHHOTO IeIlIa U KOCTEH.

JaBnenue 31aech ObUTO0 HEBHIHOCUMBIM. OHO JAaBUJIO HE HA TEJI0 — OHO JAaBWJIO HA caMy JyIy,
MIBITASICHh PACTLTIONIUTH €€, BEPHYTh B IEPBOPOIHBIN Xaoc. Bo3myx ObLI IyCTHIM, MTaX 030HOM, CEPOH 1
rauenueM. JIIoOo# qpyroii 4enoBekK, Aaxe caMblidi CHIIbHBIN Mar, comies Obl C yMa OT SMaHaIui 3TOi
3eMJIM 32 CYMTAHHBIE MUHYTHI.

AJeKc 3aKpbUI T1a3a U OTKPBUT UX cHOBA. Ternephb oH Buaen Mup uHade. OH BUIET MOTOKH.

3nech, BHU3Y, Marus He OblIa YMCTOM M MOCTYIITHOM, Kak HaBepxy. OHa OblIa I'yCTOM, TEMHOW,
MYJIbCUPYIOIIEN BEHAMU B TeJle YMHUPAIOIIEro 3Bepsi. DTo Obl1a KpoBb peBHux. M oHa y3Hama ero.

N3 uepHoii xmwxu 0o0Ta nogHsuiack ¢gurypa. OHa He mMena (popMbl — CTYCTOK Mpaka, B
KOTOPOM JIMIIIb Ha MTHOBEHHE TIPOCTYNAIN OYEPTAHUSI YEr0-TO, YTO MOIJIO OBITh JIMLIOM, €CIU OBl y
0e3HbI OBbLJIO JIUILIO.

«Bepxnuii. Céem. boaesnv»,— Mbichb [IpeBHEro He 3Byvasia B ymax. OHa BiIMBaIach IpsiMo B
MO3T, Hecsl ¢ co0OH JiefisiHoe, OeckoHeuHoe paBHomyIme. — « 1ot — y3en. Tot deporcuuss mo, umo
0on21cHo ynacmo. Mot pazeéscem».

CrycTok Mpaka MeTHYJICS K AJieKcy. DTo He OblI0 (pr3rdecKkuM yaapoM. 1o ObUla aTaka Ha
caMy peaslbHOCTb. [[peBHMIA OMbITAICS BRIAEPHYTh W3-TIO1 HOT MIMriepaTtopa 3aKoH TATOTEHHUS.

AJIEKC HE IIEeJIOXHYJICS.

On otBetu He cwitoit. OH otBetw [Topsiakom.

OH BbICTaBIII BIiepe]] J1aJIoHb. VI3 ero meHTpa BOJIU XJIbIHYJ MOTOK YKMCTOW, CTPYKTYpPHUPOBAH-
HoU 3Hepruu. Tam, Tj1ie 3TOT MOTOK Kacajics Xaoca, ThMa oOperaia roTHOCTh. OHa TpecKasiach, Kak
cTeKJI0. JIpeBHUII B3BBUT — 0€33BYYHO, HO TaK, UTO C OJMMKAUIINX TPUOOB OCHITATUCH CIIOpBI. CyIil-
HOCTh Xaoca He MOIJIa CyIIeCTBOBATh TaM, Ie AefcTBoBaia adbcomotHas Bosis Mmmeparopa. OHa
ObLJ1a CJIMIIKOM. .. TPaBMIILHOU. CIUIIIKOM TeOMETPUYHOM.

Anekc cxBaruil JIpeBHero 3a To, 4yTo 3aMeHsI0 eMy ropio. OH He cxkai najislibl. OH IpocTo
NPUKA3an’3TOMy CTYCTKY He nBuratbes. M Xaoc nmogunHuics.

— Bl cianmu cnumikom omro, — rosoc MiMmnepaTtopa npo3Byyas B MEPTBOM BO3/IyXe HEecTe-
CTBEHHO TPOMKO. — BBl 320b1TH, UTO Takoe 0071b. I Mory HayumTh Bac. I Mory JiepXaTh Bac B TOU
IpsI3M BEYHO, 3aCTaBJIsIs UYyBCTBOBATh, KAK pasliaraeTcs Baiia CyTb. Vi Bbl ycHeTe 0OpaTHO.

«Tol He modxcewy npasumv 6Husy, HebecHwiii»,— tipoxpunen peBHuil, ero ¢gopMa Havaaa
OILIbIBATh, TePss IVIOTHOCTb. — « 1805 cuaa... ona msaxcenas. Ona msanem kK 3emae. 30ecb mol cma-
Hellb OOHUM U3 HAC».

— 41 He npaBio, — AJIEKC YyTh OCTAa0MI XBaTKY, O3BOJISISI CYILECTBY BAOXHYTh (€CTM OHO
BOOOIIIE JBIIIAJIO) TIOPIHMIO OTPABJIEHHOTO BO3ayXa. — $1 oXpaHsiio. A Terepb nepeai OCTaabHBIM.
Cupuyc — taly. Obnaka — rpanuna. Eciv XoTb OOMH U3 Bac KOCHETCS MOMX OCTPOBOB, 5 CITYIILy
Bech Cupuyc BaMm Ha royioBbl. §1 oTkimouy asput. U Bbl OyeTe yUuThCs AbIIIATh KAMHEM.

JpeBHuii conporaysicsi. MpbIC/Ib 0 TAJEHUH THICSY CUSIOIIMX OCTPOBOB, KOTOPbIE TIPUHECYT C
co00il yOUICTBEHHBIN [1si Xaoca CBET M MOPSIOK, OblIa JUIsi HEro HeBBIHOCHMA. DTO OBLIO XYykKe
cMepTH. DTO OBUIO OTPUIIAHUEM MX TPUPOJIBI.

CrycTok Mpaka BTSHYJICS 00paTHO B O0JIOTO, pacTBOPSISICh B YEPHOU KHUKE.

AJlekc cTosut ocpean MepTBoi 3emumn emie yac. OH He mpasgHoBasl nodeny. OH nenan To,
paau vero cryctuiicsi. OH BOMBAJI B 3Ty MOYBY, B caMy MaMsITh IJTaHETH, MeTadusndeckue ceau. OH
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craBui niedat. OrpoMHble, HeBuaUMBbIe Kieiima [lopsizika, KoTopbie OyayT kedb JT00YI0 CYIIHOCTD
Xaoca, pUCKHYBIIIYIO TPUOIHU3UTHCSA K TPaHULIAM O0JIAYHOrO MOpS1. DTO MCTOLIAJIO €r0 CUJIbHEE, YeM
yliepKaHue BCEX OCTPOBOB pa3oM. 31€Ch, BHU3Y, €T0O CBET HE OTPaKaJicsi — OH MOMJIOIIAJICS KaTHOM
THMOM.

Koraa nocnennsis neyars Oblia MocTaBiieHa, AJIEKC TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 10 BUCKY — BIIEPBbIE
3a IBECTH JIET — CKaTwiach Karuisa nora. Pusudeckoro nora. Ero yenoBeueckoe Terno, 3a0bITOE 32
AecATUIETHS aOCOMIOTHOW BJIACTH, HAYaJI0 HAIIOMUHATH O cebe. [laBneHne, TOKCHHBI, TOJIO.

OH nocmotpen BBepx. Tam, CKBO3b OECKOHEUHYIO TOMIIY OOJIAKOB, €/1Ba 3aMETHO, KaK BOCIIO-
MuHaHue, cust HeOGecHblil TpoH.

AJIEKC OTTOJIKHYJICS OT 3€MJIN.

INombem ObL BITKOM. ["paBUTaIMSs], KOTOPYIO OH TaK JIETKO KOHTPOJIUPOBAJI ISl IPYTUX, TETIePh
BIIETIMIIACh B Hero camoro. Ero cruxum OyHroBamu. OroHb BHYTPY €[1Ba TJIEJ, PUCKYs TTOTaCHYTh OT
HEeXBaTKU Kucaopoaa. Boga B Konbuyre 3aMep3aia, CKOBbIBas IBUKEeHHUs. Bo3myx oTkassiBasics aep-
*kaTb ero Bec. EMy mpuxoaninock OyKBaJIbHO BBITPI3aTh ceOe MyTh HABEPX, YIUIOTHSIS IIPOCTPAHCTBO
niepes; cOOOM M IPOAABIIMBAs €r0 CKBO3b CJIOM aTMOC(EpHI.

OH He Obu1 Oonbinie 6orom. OH ObLT OYEHb CUJIBHBIM, OUY€Hb YIPSMBIM Y€IOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH
TMOJI3ET JOMOM U3 aja.

Korma oH mpoOui clioii MepucThix 0OJIAaKOB U YBHE IO/ COOO0M cepeOpsiHyIO Tafb BEPXHUX
apXUIIeNaroB, Uikl ocTaBwiM ero. OH ynajn Ha nanyOy cBoero ¢uiarmMaHa — JIMYHOTO HeOEeCHOro
apenHoyTa «KmmHok PaccBeTra», KOTOpBI Bce 3TO BpeMsi OECIIyMHO CJIeI0Bajl 32 HUM Ha MOYTH-
TEJIbHOM PacCTOSIHUY.

[Manmy6a Oblna caenana U3 MOJMPOBAHHOTO JepeBa. HacTosimero nepesa, BHIpaIieHHOTO B BUCS-
yux cagax Cronuiibl. [lof mekoit Aniekca oHa Ka3zajiach caMOi MSTKOU MOIYIITKON B MUpE.

— Moit Umniepatop? — CKJIOHWJICA HaJ HUM aaMupai KeilH, ybe auio OblIo OJNeqHBIM OT
yxaca. Hukto u Hukorna He Bunen Mmneparopa Takum. YcraBmmm. CMepTenbHO OJIeJHbIM, C 3aeK-
IIeficst KPOBBIO B YTOJIKAaX I'y0 — OH MPHUKYCHUII SI3bIK BO BpEMsI MOJbeMa.

— MBbI BO3Bpaiaemcsi, — npoxpuren Ajekc. — Bo aBoper.

— Coger... onn yxe TpeOyloT otyera. OcTpoBa JpOkKaju, KOTJa Bbl. .. KOTIa Bbl YIIUTA. ASPUT
Ha BocTouHom pyOexe eaBa He morac.

— Ilyctb TpebyloT, — ra3a AJiekca CHOBA HAJIMBAJIMCh PACIUIaBIEHHBIM cepeOpoM, BO3Bpa-
1mast ceOe MPUBBIYHBIN BJIACTHBIN Onieck. OH ornepcs Ha pyKy aamupaa, nogHuMasich. Ero momarsi-
Bajio. — [lepenait BepHoMy, 4TO mieyaTy TIOCTaBjieHbl. B Onvokaiiiime CTo JieT CHU3y HUKTO He MPH-
AeT. A ecnu npuaeT — y Hac eCTb YeM BCTPETHTb.

JlpeaHoyT pa3BepHyJics, Joxach Ha oopatHbiid Kypce K Cronure Cemu HInuneit.

Aunekc ocrasicst Ha TayOe, BIENHMBIIKCH MAJTbI[aMU B pe3Hble repuiia. OH CMOTpeT Ha IPOTUIhI-
BalollMe BHU3Y OCcTpoBa. Ha Kpomeunsie (pUrypku Joaei, CHyIOIUX 1Mo cBoMM jenaM. Ha Gecko-
HEYHbIe TIOJIS MIIEHUIIBI, KOJBIIIYIIHECcs: Ha BETPY, KOTOPHIA OH caM ke U co3nai. Ha xpycranbHbie
IIMWJIN XPaMOB, TJIe MOJIMJIMCh O €rO 3I0POBbE, Jaxke He TOI03peBasi, 4To UX OOr TOJBKO YTO Bep-
HYJICSI U3 TIPEUCTIONHEN, e/1Ba He HaJOPBABIIKCh.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI K&KAYIO TPEIIMHKY B 3TUX OCTpoBax. Kaxayio ycranyio Kty aspura.

Brnacts Obi1a He 1apoM. OHa ObUIa MTPOKJIATHEM, IPUKOBAHHBIM K €r0 MO3BOHOUHHKY. OH MOr
YHUYTOXUTh KOHTUHEHT JIBU)KEHUEM OpOBH, HO HE MOT TIO3BOJIUThH ceOe YMXHYTh, YTOObI HE CIIYTh
C KapThl Mapy phIOAIIKUX JAEPEBYIIEK.

— BsI BepHynuCh, — rosioc BepHOro mpo3By4val 3a ero CiMHOM, KOrjaa JIpeAHoyT yKe IIBap-
TOBAJICS K MpuvaibHON MauTe Hebecnoro Tpona. CTapyk CIOBHO MaTepUAM30BAJICS U3 BO3IyXa.
— 41 Buxky 1o Baieit aype. Bbl kacanuch AHa.

— 4 3aTkHYN UM pTBI, — AJtekc He moBepHyJicsi. OH cMOTpest Ha cBOU ropoa. — OHu OyayT
cratb. Ho onu He meptBbl. OHM OyayT aaTh. Ml oHu OyayT HOMHUTH MOW CBET.
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— 310 jacT Ham BpeMsi, — KUBHYJ BepHbiil. — Bpewmsi, uToObl yKpenuTs apmuio. Bpewms,
YTOOBI OOYYUTHh HOBBIX MAroB.

— Bpewmsi, — 3xoMm oto3Basicst Asiekc. OH otmyctii nepwia. Ero pyku Bce eliie Apokaid OT
KOJIOCCAJIBHOTO HAIlpsI)KEHUs], HO OH 3aCTaBUJI IpOXb Ipekparuthes. mneparop He gpoxut. — Ho
Cosety 00 3TOM 3HaTh He 00s13aTebHO. 1151 HUX ST TPOCTO COBEPIUII MHCTIEKIIMIO TPAHMII.

OH 1arHyJ K JIeCTHULE, BEAYIEHN B cepalie KpUCTAUIMYECKOTO ABOPLIA.

— Cobepu MHe BaHHY, Bepnbiii. 13 Tasoii Bomsl ¢ BepiiuH. M npukaxu Ha KyXHe 3aKapUTh
nesoro Obika. Kaxercs, s1 BiepBble 3a JBECTH JIET XOUY €CTb.

Crapuk MOKJIOHWJICS U PACTBOPUJICS B TEHU KOJIOHH.

AJekc ocTajicsl OIMH Ha IMPOKOW NapaaHou jiecTHule. OH MOIHSJ PYKY U CKall KyJlak.

Buuzy, B Cronuiie, ThICSYM JIIOAel OCTAHOBIJIUCH HA MTHOBEHHE, TIOCMOTPEB Ha Hebo. M
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO COJIHIIE HA CEKYH/1y BCIBIXHYJIO sIpU€e, a BO3/1yX CTaJl uuile U cBexee. OHU He 3HAJH,
yto uX VmMmepaTop TONBKO YTO CHJION CBOEH BOJNM yaepXkaa HeOO HaJ UX roJIOBaMH, CITyCTHBIIHCH
B camy be3nny.

Anexkc pazxan kynak. Cupuyc 6b11 B 6e30macHoctd. [Toka yto. OH BoIIIeN BO IBOpeIl, U TsKe-
JIble XpYyCTaJIbHbIE IBEPU OECIITyMHO COMKHYJIMCh 32 €rO CITMHOM, OTpe3asi ero OT MUpa, KOTOPBIA OH
HOCHJI Ha CBOMX Iuleyax. BHyTpH, B TUIIIMHE TPOHHOTO 3aJia, OH MO3BOJIII ceOe Ha JIOMI0 CEKYH/IbI
3aKpBITH IJ1a3a.

OH 6b11 noMa. Ha BepimHe Mupa. B 30510T0i KJIeTKe, KIJII0YH OT KOTOPOW OH BHIOPOCHJT CaM.
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I'naBa 2. Uckpa Ilporpecca

Ecim Cupuyc Obu1 cumdoHMEH, HalmMCaHHOW OJHUM OOXECTBEHHBIM KOMIIOZUTOPOM, TO
Hesepieny 6bu1 KakopoHUEH.

B T0 Bpems kak HaBepxy AJieKc DIeH B OQMHOUYECTBE yAEpXKUBaJl HE0O, BHU3Y, MOl BEUHBIM
CepbIM caBaHOM O0JIaKOB, KU3Hb KuIena, Oypimna u cmepaena. vmnepust Heeprena He 3nana 6ma-
TOCJIOBEHHOTO CBeTa conHIa. VX HeGoM ObU1 OECKOHEUHBIH, IUIOTHBIA MOTOJIOK U3 TPS3HOM BaTHI,
CKBO3b KOTOPBIH JIMIIIb U3pe/IKa MPOOUBAIUCH OOJIE3HEHHBIE, TYCKJIbIe CYMEPKH. 371eCh He ObUIO BUCS-
YHX CAJIOB U XPYCTAIBHBIX IIMIIEH. 3/1ech ObUI KAMEHb, JKeJle30, YrolbHasl KOTIOTh U HecrubaeMast
yeJioBeueckast BOJIA.

Cromuia Heepnenna, Ypouc-Marna, e mapuia B oonakax. OHa Brpbi3ajiach B 3eMJII0. DTO
ObLJT KOJIOCCAJIbHBIIA MHOTOY POBHEBBII MypaBeHHK, BLICEUYEHHBII B TUTAHTCKOH KaJlbJiepe MOTYXILEro
BYJIKaHa. YeM HUKe CITyCKaJIMCh SPYChl TOPOJA, TEM TSKENee CTAHOBUIICS BO3YX, TEM Kapye JbIIIaJIH
TpyOBI (pabpuK U TeM rpomue cTydanu MojoTel. Ha camom aHe, B Be3nHe, riie COTHEUHBIN CBET HE
TIOSIBJISIJICS THICSTYENIETUSIME, KUJIM Te, KOMY He TIOBE3JI0 POAUTHCS 6€3 MarmyecKoro Japa Ui JeHer.
Onu 100OBIBaIM pyIy PH CBETE JIOMUHECIIEHTHBIX TPUOOB ¥ XUMUYECKOTO OTHSI, YMHUPasi OT YePHOH
IIBUTK B JIETKUX K TPUILIATH TOAAM.

Ha cpennux sipycax, B paiioHe MequanyM, BO3IyX ObLT UHIIE, & YJIUIIBI OCBEIAJIMCh Fa30BBIMH
POKKaMU. 371eCh MaxJyio He TOJNBKO YIJIEM, HO M O30HOM, JJKEHBIM BOJIOCOM M JIEIIEBBHIM TaOaKOM.
VmeHHoO 31€ch, B KBapTaie MexaHUCTOB, B TECHOM MacTepCKOH, Mpornaxuiell CMa3Koi U 030HOM,
pOKIanach Belllb, CIOCOOHAsT HaBCEI/la U3MEHUTh OajlaHC CUJT B MUpE.

— Eme pa3, Marnyc, — ronoc npodgeccopa Dnauapbl BoHC 3B€HeN OT HalpskeHHs, HO OCTa-
BaJicsl TBepabIM. — Thl mofaels (ha3oBblii Pe30HAHC Ha JIEBbII KOHTYP. A Thl, Kcanaep, CMHXpOHU-
3Upyelllb BBIOPOC U3 KOHAEHCATOPOB POBHO Ha CYET «TpH». Ecin mpomMeiuTe Ha MoJICeKyH/Ibl, PO
yIZET B CTa3UC, U MBI IOTEPSIEM ellle OOUH KPUCTAJUT a9puUTa.

Dnrapa ObLIa KEHILIHON COpoKa ¢ HeOonbImM JieT. CerHa yke TPOHYIIa ee BUCKH, & BOKPYT
71a3 3aJ1enu NIyOOKMe TeHU XpOHMYecKoro Hejockina. B MiMnepun Heseprienn marus Obuia yre-
JIOM apUCTOKpPaTHH, NepeAaBaach 10 KpoBU U CTporo KoHTponupoBasiack Koprycom Llenzopos. Ho
Dnmapa He Obuta 60oeBbIM MaroM. OHa OblTa TEOPETHKOM, MHXEHEPOM, €peTUKOM OT Hayku. OHa
BEpUJIA, YTO Marusi — 3TO He Jap OOros, a MPOCTO (PU3MKa, KOTOPYIO YEIOBEYECTBO MOKA HE Hay4H-
JIOCh YUTaTb.

Ilepen Heil Ha cTanesne Bo3BbllIatach «Mckpa».

310 He ObUT U3ALIHBIA HeOecHbIl (pperat Cupuyca, CIJIETEeHHbIA U3 Maruu U ceera. «Vckpa»
BBHIIJISIZIENIA KaK YIVIOBATBIA, XMIIHBIA MeTauTMuecKuil ckener. OOMMBKAa W3 JIMCTOBOW CTaJIH,
3aKJIETIKM Pa3MEepOM C KyJlaK, MAaCCHBHBIE MOPILIHU U MEpeIUieTeHre MEAHBIX TPyOOK, MO KOTOPbIM
BMECTO Mapa TeKJia Iycras, MyJIbCUpylolas cyOCTaHIUsl — KOHLIEHTPUPOBaHHAs Marus, KOTOPYIO
Dnuapa Ha3Bala «KUBbIM 3(UPOM».

B nienTpe kopabis, B cenpaibHOi OPOHMPOBAHHOM IHAXTe, MyJIbCHPOBAIIO CEPALIE MAIIHHBI.
D70 OBLT HE YKCTHIN A3PUT, KOTOPHIN UCTIONB30BAIN HEOOKHUTENH [Tl TACCUBHOTO MIapeHHs. Duapa
U ee y4YeHUKU — MarHyc, orpoMHbIi, IOXOKUI Ha MeIBEAsl OTHEBUK, U Kcanaep, Tolmid, JepraHslii
a3pOMAHT — MOTPATUJIN MOJTO1a, YTOObI cO3AaTh 3TOT apTedakT. OHU B3sUIM AECATOK MEJKHX, Opa-
KOBAHHBIX KPUCTAJUIOB a3pHTa, KOTOpble HE MOIIM MOAHATh B BO3/yX JaXe KPBICY, U C MOMOILIBIO
CJIOKHEHMIINX PYHUUYECKHUX LIeTIei 3aCTaBUIIN MX paboTaTh B YHUCOH.

— Tl'otoBHI? — Dnuapa nposepwiia nociaegHui 3axum. — Otcuer. Tpu... IBa... OguH. ..

Marnyc B3peBei1, €ro pyKy OKyTaJIMCh KPaCHBIM IIaMeHeM. OH He IIBBIPSUI OTOHb — OH BJIMBAJI
ero B Me/IHble TPYyOKH, 3aCTaBJIsAsl UX PACKAIATHCS JJOKpacHa.

Kcannep BoiOpocuit nagonu Brepea. Ero rnasa 3akatuimch, 6eku cBepKHYM romyosiM. OH He
CO3/1aBaJl BETep — OH YIUIOTHSI BO3AYyX BOKPYT KOpaliis, co3/1aBasi 30Hy OTPHLIATEILHOTO IABJICHHUS.
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Dnuapa yrapuia 1o IJIaBHOMY PyOWIbHHKY.

«Uckpa» nHe 3arymena. OHa B3BbUIA. 3BYK ObUT HU3KUM, YTPOOHBIM, BUHOPUPYIOIIIUM — 3BYK
PBYyIIENCS peanbHOCTH. M3 TpyOOK MOBAIWII IYCTOM (pUONETOBBIN Map. MeHble 0OMOTKHM Ha KOpITyce
3aCBETUJIMCh, TOKPBIBAsI KOPAOJIb CETKOM MEKTPUIECKUX Pa3psIIOB.

A 3arem cranesb noj «Vckpoi» onycren.

Kopa6np He B3neren ruiaBHo. OH JIepHYJICS BBEpX, Bpe3alicsl B HU3KUI KaMEHHBIA MOTOJIOK
MAacCTepPCKOM, CMUHAS TOJICTYIO CTAJIBHYIO OAJIKY, U TSKEJO, HO HEYKJTIOKE 3aBUC B TTOJTyMeTpe OT ToJa.
OH apoxal, Kak 3arHaHHbBIA 3BePb, BHIIIIEBBIBAS CIYCTKHM HECTAOMIIBHOTO 3(upa.

Marnyc ynan Ha KoJleHH, Tsikeso jabima. Kcanaep ocen Ha o 6e3 co3HaHM s, U3 ero Hoca TeKJia
TOHKasl CTPyHKa KPOBH.

Dnuapa He cMoTpena Ha HUX. OHa cMOTpeia Ha CTpesiKy MaHomeTpa. JlaBieHue B spe naaalo,
HO KopaOJib Aepkaiics B Bo3ayxe. OH He mapvii Ha Mujioctu 6oroB. OH siemenna rpyooid, pyKOTBOP-
HOU CcUJIe.

— MBbI czienati 310, — MPOIIENTaia OHA, U TI0 ee TPA3HOM IeKe CKaThiIach cje3a, Tepsisich B
KOIMOTH. — MBI YKpaJll y HUX He0O.

Nwmneparop Hesepnienna, Makcumyc TpeTuil, He Tiakasl OT yMWIEHHSI IPU BUJIE TTporpecca.
OH cMOTpeT Ha MapsIyIo B TPOHHOM 3ajie «Vckpy» — Terneps yke MOKPHITYI0 BMATHHAMU U CIeaMU
KOIOTHU TOCJIE IECATKA UCHIBITATEIbHBIX MOJIETOB — C XUIIHBIM ITPULIY POM.

Tpounblii 3251 Ypouc-Marusl OblT IOJTHOM TpoTHBoNoNo)HOCTEI0O Hebecnomy Tpony. Huka-
Koro xpycrajs. [lonupoBaHHbI 0OCHINAH, YyTYHHbIE KOJOHHBI, CTATMBAIOIINE MOTOJIOK, U OTPOM-
HBIl KAMUH, B KOTOPOM CKHT'aJI OTOOPHBIN aHTparuT. Bo3ayx 31ech ObUT TSKEIbIM, MAaXHYIIAM BJla-
CTBIO, Tapbl0 ¥ CTAPHIM BUHOM.

— OHa mymMHT, KaK ThICSYa JIEMOHOB B XKECTSIHOM Benpe, — Makcumyc ooorrren Kopadib,
MOCTYKHBAs CKUTIETPOM 10 CTAILHOMY OOpTY. 3BYK MOIYUYMICS IJIyXUM U TIPUSATHBIM €ro yxy. — U
BBIIJISAAT Kak TpoOHuIia rHoma. Ho oHa nerut. Be3 monmuts. bes 6nmarocnoBenus He6ecnoro Tpona.

— Moii umneparop, — nuapa CTosiia Iiepejl HUM, CTapasich He OIyCKarh IJ1a3, XOTs KOJIEH!
MpeIaTebCKU JpoXkand. Makcumyc ObLT )KECTOKMM, YMHBIM M aOCONIOTHO JIMIIEHHBIM JKaJOCTH
yesioBeKoM. — CTaOMIBHOCTD sIIpa TIOKa OCTaBJISIET KeaTh Jyuiero. Kopadib MOKeT HaXOAUThCS
B BO3/IyXe He OoJjiee Jaca, 1mocyie 4ero KpUcTaibl TpeOyloT CyTOUHOM nepe3apsaaku. Mbl He MOXeM
MO/IHSATh ApPMHUIO.

— MHe He HykHa apMus, ipoeccop Banc, — Makcumyc ocTaHOBUJICS M [TIOCMOTPET Ha Hee
cBepxy BHU3. OH ObUT HEBBICOK, HO €T0 B3IVIs/1 00/1a/1a51 (PU3UYECKO TSKECThI0. — MHe HyXeH OJJVH
kopaOiib. VineanbHbIi KOPaoIb.

OH nopo1esn K CToily, Ha KOTOPOM Jiexkanu KapThl. KapTel TOBEPXHOCTH, KOTOPbIE pUCOBAIN
creriplie KapTorpadel, CrryckaeMble B KOp3UHaX Ha BepeBKax. KapTel, momHbIe OesbIX MATEH U 9y10-
BUIIL.

— Tlocmorpure ciona, dnuapa, — Vmneparop TKHy/I NajblUeM B MEPLAIONIYI0 TOYKY Ha
Boctoke. — [lenenbHple mycromm. 3a HUMU — Oxean MeptBoii Bonpl. A 3a HUM, ecM BepUTh
ApeBHUM MupaM, KOTOpble Ballll KOJUIETH-IIEH30pPBl TaK JIOOSAT jKe4b, HAXOAWUTCS Kpail MUpa, rie
00J1aKa CTAaHOBSITCSI TOHBIIIE.

— Bsi roBopute 0 Cupryce, — rosioc nuapsl Iporuyit. 1o OblI0 TOCYIapPCTBEHHON epeChIo.
HeGoxuTenu cuuTanich HEMOCTHKUMBIMU, JAJIEKMMU OOraMH, KOTOpble MHOTJa COpachiBad BHU3
JIMIITHEE 3epHO WM a9pUT B 0OMEH Ha padoB M pyay. — Mol uMmieparop, uX ocTpoBa Jepxkarcsi Ha
yrcToi Maruy. Hammm myniku He mpoObioT uX mUTHL. VX Maru ucrienenst «VIcKkpy» B3IISIOM.

— Wx marn, — Makcumyc ycMexHyscsi, HammBasi cede BuHa. — I[Ipodeccop, BbI MBICTUTE
KaTeropusiMH Ipoiuioro. Bel gymaere, 4yTo BoiHa — 3TO KOTI/Ia OIUH Mar OpocaeT B APYroro OrHeH-
HBI} 1ap. Bl TONBKO YTO 10Ka3a/Iy, 4TO Marusi — 3TO TOIUIMBO. A T/i€ TOIUIMBO, TaM U MYIIKH.

OH 3ajmoM ocyImI OOKaJ.
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— BbI cipimiam o «I'pome» ? 9to npoekT Apruiepuiickoro Kopryca. CTBOJN AIMHOM B TpUA-
11aTh METPOB, KaIMOp — /1Ba sipAa. Mbl CTPOWIIN €ro IMSITh JIET, 9YTOOBI TPOOMBATH CTEHBI TOPHBIX Kpe-
nocteit opkoB. OH BECUT MATHCOT TOHH. MBI HE MOIJIM JOCTaBUThH €0 Ha BOCTOUHBIN (DPOHT, TOTOMY
YTO y HAC HET CTOJIbKO TSATJIOBBIX SIIIIEPOB.

Makcumyc noBepHyiicst K dnuape. B ero riasax risicaiv oToeckd KAMUHHOTO OTHSL.

— Cwmosxerte 1 Bbl, Tpoheccop, aaanTupoBaTh Balile 3(pUpHOE SAPO MO BEC B MSATHCOT TOHH?
N noausth ero B BO3ayx?

Dnuapa nodnenHena. Macmrad 3agauu ObLT 4yIOBUITHBIM. OIHO JIEI0 — MOAHATH U3SIIITHBINA
npoToTHIlL. [Ipyroe — mogHsTh ropy.

— 310 noTpedyeT. .. KOJOCCAIBHOrO pacxofa KpPHCTaIoB, — BblIaBWiIa oHa. — Hawm mipu-
JeTcs BhIKAUaTh BeCh adpuT U3 maxt K)xHoro xpeoOra.
— BrikauuBaiite, — orpe3an Umneparop. — S oOwsaBisio «[Ipoekt I'pom» mprioputeToM

Kopownsl. Bel nonyuwre jioObie pecypebl. JIioObix siozeit. Eciv HykHO OyaeT CITyCTHTh B IIAXTHI IOJI0-
BUHY be3Hbl — criyckaiite.

— Ho 3auem, moii umnepatop? — pUCKHYJIa CIPOCUTH duapa. — 3a4yeM MPOBOLIMPOBAThH
ux? Cupuyc BeKaMi He BMEIIMBAICA B HalM jena. OHU Aaxe He 3HAIOT, YTO MBI CYIIECTBYEM Kak
IUBHIM3anusL. s HUX Mbl — MPOCTO YacCThb Mei3axa BHU3Y.

— B Tom-TO U peno, npogeccop, — Makcumyc NMoAoIeNn K OKHY, 32 KOTOPbIM pacCTHIIAJICS
sspycamu Ypouc-Marsa, moxoxuid Ha BCKPBITYIO THOMHYIO paHy. — OHU CMOTPSAT Ha HAC C8EPXY GHU3.
Onu BUIAT HaIM TPYOBI U yMAIOT, YTO Mbl — 4YepBH B HaBo3e. OHM cOpAChIBAIOT HAM CBOU OTXO[bI.
CBou OpakoBaHHbIE KPUCTAILIBI, KOTOPHIE BBl TAK TEHUAILHO HAYYWIUCh UCTIONb30BaTh. OHM IepKatr
MOHOTIOJIMIO Ha HEO0O.

Nmmnepatop pesko odepHyscs. Ero mmio uckasuinoch oT 3actapelion, siTOBUTON 3aBUCTH.

— Bw nipencraensiere, uto Tam, HaBepxy? Hacrosimee connie. Betep, KoTopblii He MaxHeT
cmepthio. [IpocTpaHcTBO. BeckoHeuHoe, YMcToe MPOCTPAHCTBO, T/ HE HYKHO PyOUTh KAMEHb, YTOOBI
MOCTPOUTH HOBBIN oM. OHU BIAJICIOT BCEM STUM, IMIPOCTO MOTOMY UTO POAMIIMCH C JAPOM, KOTOPBIH
UM He MPUIIOCh KPacTh y npuponsl. OHM — Mapas3uThl, )KUBYIIKE HA MOTOJNKe Harrero mupa. U s
ycTas 3aupaTh roJoBY.

OH yJapui1 CKUIIETPOM 10 CTOJY.

— MBp1 noctporm ¢ot. Mel nogHuMeM B He60 «I'pombl». MBI TpoObeM MX XpPyCTaJIbHBIE
cBonpl. M Korja ux ocTpoBa HAUHYT MaJaTh BHU3, TOPSINUE U KpUYalliye, OHM y3HaoT uMs Hesep-
nenna. f, Makcumyc Tperuii, Oyny He MMriepaTtopom moazeMHo# kioaku. 1 Oyny Mmmeparopom
Enunoro Mupa.

Anuapa cTosiIa, napaanu3oBaHHas yxkacoM U Boctoprom. OHa xotesna jierarb. OHa XoTesa JoKa-
3aTh, YTO YEJIOBEYECKUI reHi cujlbHee O0KeCTBEHHOM puxoTh. Ho oHa He XOoTesna BOMHbI HA YHU-
yroxxeHue. OHa mocMoTpesa Ha yepTeku «VICKpbl», Ha pacyeTsl IaBjieHus1, Ha (hOpMYJIbl pe30HaHCA.

— 910 OyaeT CTOUTh MUJUTMOHBI KU3HEH, MOW UMIIepaTop, — TUXO CKa3aja OHa.

— JKusHb paba B Be3gne crout mensble, yeM (yHTa yris, npodeccop, — XOJIOAHO OTBe-
T Makcumyc. — A KU3Hb HEOOXKHUTEN s, KOTOPBIA yMajaeT ¢ BBICOTHI IECSITU THICSY (PyTOB, CTa-
HET OTJIMYHBIM YKpallleHueM Moero HoBoro HeOa. [Ipucrynaiite. Y Bac Mecsiil Ha pacueTsl sapa s
«['poma». U monpoOyiiTe MeHs pa304apoBarh.

Mecsu npeBpaTwics B TpH.

Vpbuc-Marna ryzena, Kak pacTpeBOXKEHHBIH Y, epeXosAIuid B cTaauio poeHus. [Ipoekt
«I'pOM» TTOJIOTHII UMIIEPUIO LIEJTUKOM.

IOsxHbIN XpebeT, rae pacnonarajrch OCHOBHBIE MECTOPOXKICHUS ad9pUTa, ObLT BBIKAT JI0CYyXa.
B Besnny cnycTuim ThICSuM KaTOpXKHUKOB. PaGoTa B maxtax aspura Obljla MEJIEHHOW CMEpPTHIO.
[Tbu1b KpUCTAIIOB, MOMNA/As B JIETKUE, BbI3bIBAIA «XPYCTAJIBHYIO JTUXOPAAKY» — YeJIOBEK HauMHaJ
KalUIATh KPOBbIO, & €r0 BEHbI IPOCTYIAHN O] KOKEH CBETSILMMUCS CHHUMM Y30paMH, M0CJe YEero
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TeJIo KaMeHeJ10 3axuBo. Ho Makcumyc TpeGoBai pe3ysbratoB. Korjga HauaabHUK MIAXT JOJIOKKI, YTO
BBIPAOOTKA MaJaeT u3-3a CMepTHOCTU pabounx, MimmepaTop JIMYHO criycTiiics B be3aHy u rmpukasan
3aJIMTh Camble OeTHbIE MTPEKH AIXUMUYECKUM OTHEM, YTOOBI BbKEUb IOpoAy. [Toruoso Tpy Thicsaun
YCJIOBEK, HO HA MOBEPXHOCTDb NMOAHAIN ABa JCCATKA KPYIIHBIX, YACTBIX APY3, CHOCO6HI)IX YACPKUBATH
KOJIOCCAJIbHBIN BeC.

Snuapa He cniaia. Ee Mactepckas pacumpriach 10 pa3MepoB LIeJIoro 3aBofa. Ternepb OHa pyKo-
BOJMJIA HE TPEMSI SHTY3UACTAMH, a THICSIUEH MHKEHEPOB, MaroB-CBSI3UCTOB 1 MEXAHUKOB.

Cepaue «['poma» — Anpo KoHreHTpaimm — ObIIO pa3MepoM ¢ HeOOJBITION oM. DTO ObLT
YPOIUTUBBI, CBapeHHbI M3 KOpaOelbHOW CTaau KyO, BHYTPUM KOTOPOrO B MarHUTHBIX JIOBYIIIKAX
BUCEJIM OYMIIIEHHbIE KPUCTAJLIHI adpHTa. Duapa co3jaia CUCTeMy KackajaHoro ycuieHus. Kpu-
CTaJITBI HE TIPOCTO JIaBAJIM TIOIBEMHYIO CHITY — OHUM IIUTAJIM APYT APYTa, CO3AaBasi LEMHYI0 PEaKIHIo.

[TpoGnema Obl1a B KOHTpOJIE.

— Ecm Mol JaanuM CIIUIIIKOM CHJIbHBIA HUMITYJIbC Ha KOpMY, HOC MIEPEBECUT, U IATLCOT TOHH
CTaJIM PyXHYT Ha ropon! — Kpuyan Marayc, OCHITIIAM T'OJIOCOM NepeKpbIBasi IPOXOT MOJIOTOB. —
Cucrema 0OpaTHOM CBSI3M pearupyer ¢ 33/IepXKKOi B 1Be ceKyHIbI! MBI He ycrieBaem racuth Kojeoa-
HuUs!

— Tornma Mel yoepeM 00paTHYIO CBsI3b! — DJmapa, Ube JIMI0 OCYHYJIOCh IO COCTOSIHUS Yepera,
JIMXOPaAOYHO YE€pPTUJIa PYHbI HA MEJHBIX TIJIACTUHAX. — HyCTb MAJIOT YIIPABJIACT AAPOM HaHpHMYIO!
Kcanpnep, TBOE coctosinue?

Kcanpep, kotoporo terneps Ha3biBaM «HaBuratopom», cuzien B Kpecie, HAMepTBO BMOHTHPO-
BaHHOM B TIeHTp Slapa. Ero Teno 610 oryTaHo KabeasiMu, UIJTbl BOH3AIKCh B €10 JIAJIOHU U BUCKH,
COEIMHSISI HEPBHYIO CHCTEMY C KPHCTAJIAMHU.

— 4... nepxy... — npoxpwurnen oH. Ero koxa crana cepoit, a ryosl mocunenu. — Ho oHo. ..
KPET MCHH. KOF}Ia MBI Ja€M TATY... 1 YYyBCTBYIO, KaAK MOM KOCTH... CTAHOBATCA I1OJIbIMU.

Dnuapa 3HaJa, 4yTo 3T0 He MeTadopa. [Ipsimas CBSA3b C TaKOW KOHIIEHTPALIMEN Maruu paspy-
mana gpuszndeckoe Teno. Kcannep Obu1 KUBBIM Npefox panuteneM. Eciu siapo noiiger Bpa3HoC, OHO
MIPOCTO UCTIAPHT €ro HEPBHYIO CHCTEMY, TPEskIe YeM B30pBaThCSl M YHUUTOKHUTH TIOJIOBUHY YpOuc-
MarHssi.

— Eme onun Tect! — ckomangoBaia oHa. — [logbem Ha nisATh sipaoB. [1naBHo!

«['pom» B3gpornys. CteHsl 3aBojia 3arpsiciauch. C MoToNKa Mockaiack mrykarypka. Orpom-
HBII CTAJIbHOM KOJIOCC MEIJIEHHO, C Tpalveld CMepTebHO PAHEHHOTO 3BEpPsi, OTOPBAJICS OT CTameliei.

OH nosiHsIICS POBHO HA MSATH SPAOB. 3aMep.

Tonmna vHXeHepoB, 3a0MBIIASCSA B JAJbHUIA YroJl, pa3pa3uiach UCTEPHUECKUMHU, HEPBHBIMU
aryIOUCMEHTaMHU.

— Crabunmmsanusi! — psaBkHYT MarHyc. — Dnuapa, Mbl ero Jepxum !

— Kcanzep? — Dmmapa 6pocuiachk K MyJbTy, s Ha myJbeupylolnee cepuie HaBuraropa.

Kcanpep ve orsetnn. Ero ronosa 6e3BosibHO ynasia Ha rpyab. KaGemu, mogkmoueHHbIe K ero
BUCKaM, pacKaJIMJIMCh JOKpacHa. Ho Kopalib mpooskas BUCETh B BO3/yXE.

— OH B oTpyOe, — KoHcTatupoBan Marayc. — Ho sapo crabmibHOe. OHO... OHO yUUTCH.
OHO 3aMOMUHAET UMITYJIbC.

Snuapa cMOTpelia Ha BUCSIIIYIO B BO3AyXe ropy MeTauia. OHu co3nai uynosuine. OpaHkeH-
mreiiHa HeGec. Kopabib, KOTOpBII J1eTes Ha 00U YesioBeKa U KPOBH PadoB.

— BrITackuBaiite ero, — npukasana ona. — OcropoxHo. M rotoBbTe aHrap. 3aBTpa Mbl Be3eM
ero Ha [lonuron.

Nmneparopckuii [lonuron Haxoawiicst B Mepreom KaHboHe — I'MraHTCKOM TpelMHe B 3eMHOM

Kope, oOpa3oBasileiicsi BO BpeMeHa Packona. CTeHbl KaHbOHA ObUIM ITIaAKMUMHU, OTLJIABICHHBIMU JI0
crekyioBuaHOrO coctosiHus. Ciofa He majan qake mnemnen u3 Tpyo Ypouc-MarHsl.
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C. Tlarpymes. «Vmmeparop HeOec»

«['pomM» TpaHCMOPTUPOBAJIM MO YACTSM Ha TMUTAHTCKUX IIaTdOpMax, KOTOpbIE TSHY/IU IO CTO
TAMIOBBIX sAiepoB. COOpKa Ha Kpalo KaHbOHA 3aHsIIa HeJeJTio.

Korma xopa6:b ObLT TOTOB, HA CMOTPOBYIO TUIOIIAAKY MpUOLLT cam Makcumyc Tpetnii. Ero
COMPOBOJK/IAJIA JIMUHASI IBAPIMS B TSOKEJION OpOHE U BECh IIBET BOGHHOW apHCTOKPATHH.

— IIpodeccop Banc, — Mmneparop nogomen k dnuape. OH BBIIISIEN TOMOJIOIEBIINM, €T0
71a3a CUsLM a3apToM. — [loKakuTe MHE 4y[Io.

— D70 He 4ya0, MOM UMMepaTop. DTo (PU3MKaA, — OTBETUJIA DIMapa, XOTs €€ rojocC APOrHyJl.

Kcanzepa, KoTopslii mocie BUepalHero Tecta HaoMHUHAIT ’KUBOTO MEPTBeEIa, CHOBA MIOT PY3HJIH
B Kpecyo-HaBuratop. Beemu emy 103y cuiibHelIero crumyisitopa. OH OTKpPbUI IJ1a3a — aOCOMIOTHO
ITyCThIE, 3aTSIHYThlE MyTHOU IJIEHKOW.

— KOHTaKT, — mpoluesnecTesn oH.

«['pom» B3peBeI.

Ha stoT pa3 3Byk ObuT MHBIM. He BU3rom pByIerocst MeTauia, a HU3KMM, YTPOOHBIM PHIKOM
poOy:KAaloIierocsi ByJkaHa. Bo3ayx BOKpyr kKopaOis 3a1poskai, UCKaxkas nepcrnekTuBy. [Ibiib co
JIHA KaHbOHA TMOJIHSLIACh B BO3/yX M 3aKPYKMJIACh B HJEaTbHOM, PYKOTBOPHOM TOPHAJIO.

[TaTbcoT TOHH cTanmu, OPOHU M APTUUIEPUIICKOTO CTBOJIA TUIABHO, HEOTBPATHMO OTOPBAJIHCH
OT 3eMJIH.

B Torme apucTokpaToB KTo-TO nepekpectiiics. KTo-To ynasn Ha KoJieHu.

«['pom» mopHsinicst Ha cto ¢yToB. Ha nBectu. OH 3aBUC HaJ KaHHOHOM, OTOpachiBasi Ha OTIAB-
JIEHHbIE CKaJIbl YyJOBHIIHYIO TEHb.

— TNonnas tsara! — KpuKHYyJIa Dnuapa B eperoBopHyo Tpyoy. — MaHeBp yKJIOHeHU s !

Marsyc, CTOSBIIUI Y AyOTUPYIOIIEro My/IbTa yIpaBieHs] MaHEBPOBBIMU JII03aMH, BIIWJI TIOTOK
OTHS B TIPaBbIiA OOPT.

Kopabsb, KOTOpBIi 10 BceM 3aKOHAM (PU3HUKH JIOTKEH ObLT ABUTATHCS CO CKOPOCTHIO OepeMeH-
HOH yepernaxu, pBaHyJcs B cTopoHy. OH cMecTH/ICS Ha MATbAeCAT (yTOB BOOK 3a JIOMIO CEKYH[bI.
VYiapHast BoHa OT MaHeBpa cOWJIa C HOT TBap/eiiieB HA CMOTPOBOM TUIOIIAKE.

— OpyauiiHelii TecT! — ckomMaHoBan Makcumyc, He OTpbiBasi TOPSAIIETo B3Is1a OT Heba. —
Lenp — ckana «KibIk» Ha TOR cTOpoHe KaHbOHA. 3apsig — 60eBoit. CTaduIM3upoOBaHHBIN dup.

Snuapa no6ieanena. OHM HAKOTA He TECTUPOBAJIH MYIIKY Ha MOJHYI0 MOITHOCTh. OT/1aua ot
BbICTpeIa A(PUPHBIM CHAPSIOM TaKOH IUIOTHOCTU MOTJIa ITPOCTO Pa3opBaTh KOPadIib MOIOJIaM.

— Ho, moii umneparop. ..

— BrImonHATh! — pIBKHYA Makcumyc Tak, 4To 33IpOKali CTeKJIa B OMHOKJISIX.

BHyTpu «I'poma» c J143roM MpOBEPHY/IUCH TUTAaHTCKUE 1ecTepHU. OpyauitHbIiA CTBOJI, Ka3aB-
IIUIACS HETTOABUKHOM TOPOM, Haual ME/IJIEHHO OITyCKaThCA.

Ha xoHIIe cTBOJIa BCOIBIXHYJT CBET. DTO He ObLT OrOHb. DTO Obla aOCOMIOTHAS, KOHIICHTPUPO-
BaHHas MYCTOTa, yIakoBaHHas1 B cepy pazMepoM ¢ Kapery. KuBoi a¢pup, C:KaThIi JO COCTOSTHUS
KPUTHUYECKON MAaCChI.

— Oromb.

Cr0BO MpO3BYyYaIIo, KaK yaap XJIbICTa.

W3 cTBOna «I"poma» BeIpBaiach He BCIBIIIKA. Boimia muwmuna. CHapsp geten ObicTpee 3ByKa.
OH ObLT BUZIEH JIMIIb KaK UCKaKEHHE BO3/yXa, YepHasl UIJia, TPOH3AI0MIAsl TPOCTPAHCTRO.

Ckana «KJblk» — MOHOJHT BBICOTOH B TpUCTa (PYyTOB — MPOCTO MepecTaia CyIecTBOBATh.

CHavana ucuesna ee BeplIMHa. 3aTeM MOJIOBUHA MAcChl. A TIOTOM OCTaBIIasICsl YacTh IMPOCTO
OCHINAJIACh B KAHBOH MEJIKUM I'PaBHEM I0J] COOCTBEHHBIM BECOM. YiapHasi BOJHA Oblla TAKOH CHJIBI,
YTO CMOTPOBAsI TUIOIIAIKA HAa JPYrOM KOHIIE KaHbOHA HAKPEHUJIACh.

Hacrynuna 3BeHsiasi, ornyiieHHas TUIUHA. Tonbko «[pom» BUCeN B BO3IyXe, MEJIEHHO
OCTBIBasl, U U3 €rO0 /1103 COUMJICS (DUOJIETOBBIN JIbIM.

Makcumyc Tpetuit yneiOHY/ICS. DTO ObLIa YABIOKAa peOeHKa, MOTyYUBIIEr0 CAaMYyI0 KeJTaHHYIO
Urpymky B mupe. OH noBepHyJIcs K Diuape. Ero amio 6b10 3a7MTO OTCBETAMU AOTOPAIOIIEH CKaIbL.
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C. Tlarpymes. «Vmmeparop HeOec»

— CKOJIbKO, — CIPOCWJI OH THXO, MOYTH HEKHO, — CKOJIBKO TAKMX KOpaOJedl Mbl MOXEM
MOCTPOUTH 3a roa?

Snuapa nocMoTpena Ha Mimneparopa, 3aTemM Ha CBOM 3aBOJI, KOTOPBI OHA TOJIBKO YTO OCO3HAJIA
Kak (haOpuKy cMepTH, 3aTeM Ha BUCSAIINHI B HeOe «"pom». OHa nymana o HebecHom Tpowe. O xpy-
CTJIBHBIX IIMTUJISAX, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJIUCh TAKUMH XPYIKUMHU OTCIOAA, CHU3Y.

— Ilpu Tekymem ypoBHe HOOBIYM a9pHTA... — OHA CIVIOTHYJA, — TpU Kopmyca. Eciu 3amy-
CTUTb YETBEPTYIO OUepe/lb IAXT 1 MepeBeCcTH pabounX Ha BOCEMHAAIATUYACOBYIO CMEHY.

— 3amnyckaiite, — KUBHYJI Makcumyc. — W HauHMTe MpOeKTUpOBaHUeE JIETKUX ¢pperatoB. Mue
HYXEH 3CKOPT.

OH crycTriicsi coO CMOTPOBOM IJIOIIAAKH, OcTaBUB dnuapy oaHy. K Heit nopowmen Marnyc. Ero
OOBIYHO KPACHOE JIUIO OBLIO CEPBIM.

— MBI TONBKO YTO MoOANUMCcaIM cede MPUroBop, — CKazal OH, IVIsAS Ha BOPOHKY B KaHbOHE.
— Omnu He npoctar «Kisik». OHu nouyBcTBoBasM 310. HaBepxy.

— OHM He y3HAIOT, KTO 3TO C/ieNiall, — IJIyXO OTBETW/Ia Diuapa, KyTasich B IUIAIl, XOTs OT
«['poma» 11en HeBHIHOCUMBIH kap. — it HUX 3TO OyaeT mpocTo... 3emierpsiceHue. [IpupoaHsiit
KaTaKJIU3M.

Ho B ryoune mymm oHa 3Hasma, yro MarHyc nipaB. bananc Obu1 HapyieH. Vckpa, KoTopyio
OHU 3KIJIM B CBOE TECHOW MacCTepCKOM, pa3ropasach B jJecHou noxap. M Betep sToro noxapa gy
npsiMo B cropoHy Hebecnoro TpoHa.

AJniekc DijieH TPOCHYJICS OT TOTO, UTO €ro JieBasi pyKa OHeMeJa.

OH ce Ha JIoXKe U3 IIIeJIKa U MeXa PeIKoro 001auHoro Turpa. B cnianbHe ObIIO THXO, Wb €1Ba
CJIBIIITHO TYJIEJ caM JIBOpell, iepepadarbiBaonuii Marmio. OHeMeHHe B pyKe ObUIO He (PU3UYECKUM.
10 ObUTa (haHTOMHAS OOJIB.

OH nofo111es K NaHOpaMHOMY OKHY. BHU3y, og Horamu, cniania Ctomuia Cemu HInuneit. Mu-
JIMOHBI OTHEW, TXast My3bIKa, CMeX B caiax. VieanbHblil, CTEPUIIbHBINA pail.

AJeKc TOJIOKWIT JIAZIOHb Ha XOJIOZHOE CTEKJIO.

On 6b11 criokoed. OH Beeraa 0buT criokoeH. OH 6611 MiMmiepatopom. Ero Bosist Opu1a 3akOHOM
MIPUPOTIBI.

Ho ceronns 3akoH npupos! Jai TpelyHy.

I'me-to oveHb jnanexo, 3a oOJakaMH, Ha BOCTOKE, MPOM3OMLIO Bo3myineHue. OHO He ObUIO
noxoxe Ha rnpoOyxaenue IpesHux B Xaoce. Te ObUIM IPpEeBHUMH, MEIJICHHBIMH, MX TOJIOZ ObLT TEK-
TOHUYECKUM.

310 OBUIO... OcTpoe. VIcKyccTBEeHHOE.

Pe3kuii, MeTasuinyeckuii NpuBKYC B 3¢pupe. 3anax kKeHOW CTaJIM U YeJIOBEYECKOU aTYHOCTH.
Kro-T0 BHM3Y, B rpsi3u HeBeprenna, ToJIbKO UTO yIapuil IO TKaHU PEAIbHOCTH TSIKEJIbIM MOJIOTOM.

AJlekc 3aKpbUT I71a3a U pacimpui co3Hanue. OH MOTSHYJCS Ha BOCTOK, CKBO3b OOJIauHBIE
(bpoHTHI, CKBO3b OYpH, CKBO3b MAarM4YECKUE INTOPMBI, KOTOPBIE CaM K€ M CO3/1aJT [JIs 3AIUThI TPAHUII.

OH kocHyics pazyma Kcanaepa. Bepnee, Toro, uto ot Hero octayiocs. CBsi3b ¢ «I'pomom» ocra-
BuiIa B 3¢pupe HeBeprenaa HezaxuBaoLMil mipam. AJIEKC YBUJEJ €ro IJ1a3aMu: CTaJIbHbIe CTEHBI,
60J1b, Pa3pHIBAIOIILYIO Yeper, U aOCOTIOTHYIO, MbSHSIIYIO MOIIb. A 3aTeM OH YBUJIEI 11eJb.

VYBuze, Kak ucye3aer marepus.

Nmneparop otaepHys CO3HaHKE, Kak OTAEPrUBalOT PyKy OT PACKaJIeHHOIO keje3a.

OH cTosi71 B THIIIMHE CBOMX MOKOeB. Ero cepeOpsiHbIe r1a3a NOTeMHENH, CTaB TIOUTH YEPHBIMH.

— BepHblii, — npousHec OH B BO3yX.

Tenb B yrily KOMHaTHI 111eBebHYIach. [ 1aBa TaitHoi Kannensipuu Boien Ha cBet. OH BBIIIISA-
aen 00eCrOKOEHHBIM.

— Moii Umneparop. Bel He joxunmuch?
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— V¥ Hac npo6niema, — AJieKC OTBEepHYJICS OT OKHa. — Bosbinas, yem Xaoc. Harm rog3emabie
COCE/IU. .. BBIPOCIIU 3YOBl.

— Bbl mouyBcTBOBanM BeIOpoc? — goragaincs BepHeiil. — B BocTouHbIX myctomax. Mou
HaOJoIaTeN i BHU3Y COOOIIAIOT O CTPAaHHBIX CEHCMHUYECKMX Tomukax. Ho ceficMuka He ucnapsier
CKaJlbl, OCTaBJIsisl MACAJIBHO IJIAJIKUE CPE3bl.

— OHu nocTponM Myniky, — rojoc Asekca craji jJeasHsiM. — U noassm ee B Bo3ayx. OHu
HAay4WJIMCh KOHIIEHTPUPOBATh Marvio He B (popme, a B pa3pyllIEHUH.

— DT0 HEBO3MOXHO, — TiporrenTtai BepHsiii. — Bbe3 TpoHa. .. 6e3 17100a1bpHOM CeTH. .. TaKas
KOHIIEHTpAIMsI JOJDKHA pa3opBaTh JTIOOOr0 CMEPTHOTO.

— OHH UCHONB3YIOT KPOBb, — OTBETW AJieKC. — OHM BXKMBJISIOT MaroB B MammHy. OHu
IIATAT OOJBIO 32 Kak/Ibli (YT NoIbeMa. ITO BapBapcTBO. IT0... 3(PHEeKTUBHO.

Anexc niporrresnics 1o 3aiy. Ero maru, o0praHO 6eciiryMHble, CErOIHS TYJIKO OTAABAIUChH OT Mpa-
Mopa.

— Makcumyc TpeTnii, — Mpor3Hec OH UMs1, CJIOBHO MPOOYsI ero Ha BKyC. — ] IOMHIO ero aeaa.
Takoii jxe aMOUITMO3HBIN TPbI3YH, MBITABIIMICS POKOMATh X0/ K HAIMM KJIag0BbIM. e/ oTpaBucs
rpudamu. BHyKy s ocTaBimio Oonee. .. HarTISAHBIN YPOK.

— Yo npukaxere, Mot IMniepatop? — ckyionuics Bepubiii. — Yaaputs npesenTrBHO? Cre-
petb Ypouc-Marny? Oanoii ucKpbl ¢ TpoHa XBaTUT, YTOOBI KX BYJIKAHBI IPOCHYJIMCH OAHOBPEMEHHO.

— Her, — Auekc pe3ko ocraHoBuiics. — Eciy Mbl ynapyM NEepBbIMHU, MBI CTAHEM 4yJOBHU-
IIIaMH B UX I71a3aX. MBI CTaHEM TeMH CaMbIMU OOTaMH, KOTOPBIMH OHU HAC CYMTAIOT — KECTOKUMHU
Y Kapaomumy 6e3 MpuIrHbl. Mbl IOATBEPIUM UX MPABOTY.

OH nocmotpen Ha cBoM pyku. Ha yaionu npocrynanu eBa 3aMeTHbIE JIMHUM — KapTa BCEX
octpoBoB CHpHyca, KOTOPYIO OH HOCUJI B ceOe.

— MBbI gagum um BepeBky, — ckaszan Mmmneparop DiineH. — Ilycts crpost cBoit duiort. [Tycts
TPaTAT CBOU pecypchl. [1ycTh cryckaloT B maxThl cBoe HaceneHue. OHM QymaioT, yTo HeOO — 3TO
npocTo myctoe Mecto. OHM He 3HAIOT, YTO HeOO — 3TO OKEaH. A 51 — IITOPM, KOTOPBII B HEM KUBET.

— [o3BONMTE UM BOOPYKAaTbCSI — 3TO PUCK, — OCTOPOKHO 3aMeTU1 BepHbIid.

— DTo MaremaTtHKa, — oTpe3aj AJieKc. — Y HUX OAMH KopaOib. ['pOMKUIA, HEYKITIOKHIA,
KPYLIMHI JIIOAEH 3aKUBO. Y HAC — CEMbCOT OCTPOBOB, KaK/Iblii U3 KOTOPBIX 110 CBOEW CYTH SIBJISETCS
netatomieit kpenoctblo. [Tycts cTposr aecats. [IBaauats. Ilycts BepaT, 4To UX crasibHasi ropa Jesnaer
uX paBHbIMU HaMm. Kora oHM MpUayT K HAIIMM I'PAHUIIAM CO CBOUM PKaBbIM (DJIOTOM, MBI He Oyliem
uX youBarb. MbI ITPOCTO. . . BHIKJIIOYMM CBET.

AJtekc mopommes K xpycraipbHoMy riodycy Cupuyca, crosieMy Ha crosie. OH KOCHYJICS Maib-
tem Cromuisl Cemu [Inuneit. Kpucrann non nanpiieM notervies.

— Iepenaiite mprkas 1Mo BceM OCTPOBaM, — CKa3all OH, He OTpbIBasl B3MIsia OT riodyca. —
Hauatb yuenns ®nora O6oponsl. Pexum «Tuxoe Heb6o». Bee rpaxkaaHcKue epeBO3KY OrPaHUYUTh.
Kaxapiit ocTpoB JOMKEeH OBITh CIOCOOEH K aBTOHOMHOMY MaHEBPHPOBaHMIO. V1 OTHpaBbTe OHOTO
pa3Benunka. Ha camom perieBom, camom He3aMeTHOM 1wiaHepe. [1ycts criyctutes B besnny Ypouc-
Marnsl. [ xouy 3HaTh yepTexu ux «I poma». 9 xouy 3HaTh, CKOJIBKO OO UM HYKHO, YTOOBI OIHSTH
OJIHY TOHHY.

— Byner ucnonneHo, — BepHblil NOKJIOHWIICA U HAYaJl PAaCTBOPATHCS B TEHSIX.

— U BepHblil, — OKJIMKHYJ €ro AJIeKc.

— Ia, moi1 mnepatop?

— IloaroroBsTe MO# JIMYHBIA gocrex. Tot, yto u3 3Be3aHoro keie3a. M meu. Kaxercs, MmHe
CHOBA ITpUIETCS CIyCTUTHCs BHU3. HO B 3TOT pas s He Oyay cTaBuTh revatu. B 31oT pas s Oyny uutathb
JIEKIIMIO TI0 TTOJIMTOJIOTUH.

Korna BepHblil ucue3 okoHvaresibHo, Asiekc octajicsi ofuH. OH CHOBa IOCMOTpEJ B OKHO, 3a
KOTOpbIM HauMHaJIcs paccBeT. COJHIIE OKpAIIMBAJIO 00JTaKa B HEXKHO-PO3OBBIH LIBET.

BexkoBoi nokoi Cupuyca 3aKOHUMIICS.
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Buugy, B TemHote u kornotu, Mmnepusi Hepepriena pasayBana Mexu cBoedd Ky3HMIIbl. Mckpa
nporpecca, KOTOpyI0 OHH TaK KaxKJaJIv MOJTy4UThb, OKA3aJ1ach KCKPO B MOPOXOBOM TOrpeoe.
N 1o B3peIBa OCTAaBaIOCh HE TaK MHOTO BPEMEHH.
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I'naa 3. Maccosoe IIpouzBoacTso

JIBa roga — 3T0 MrHOBEHUE )11 UMIIEPUH, I]Ie BpeMs U3MepsieTcs MpaBjeHueM AuHacThid. [is
Anekca DueHa npoleanye ABalaTh YeThpe MecsAla CIUINCh B MOHOTOHHYIO JIEHTY J€XKYypCTB,
0alaHCUPOBKM OCTPOBOB U cAepknBaHUs Xaoca. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0sl IVIOTUHOM, KOTOpask COEPKU-
BaeT OKE€aH, 3aThlKasl TPEIMHbI NaJIbLAMU.

Ho BHmM3y, B HeBeprenne, BpeMs Teks1o MHade. TaM OHO M3MepsJIOCh yaapamy MapoBOIo
MOJIOTA.

Vpo6uc-Marna n3meHIIach 10 Hey3HaBaeMoCTH. Dnuapa BaHc, ube nmiio Teneps HaBceraa Obuto
OTMEYEeHO OJIEJHOCTBIO MOI3eMENUil 1 TEMHBIMU KpyraMu MOJ I71a3aMu, OoJblle He Oblia mpodec-
copoM B Mactepckoii. OHa crana BepxoBHeIM ApxutektopoM KopoHsbl, 1 ee c10Bo Becuiio Ooblie,
YeM YKa3bl MHOTMX MUHHCTPOB.

Konnermmst «I'poma» Obuta mpu3HaHa TynukoBod. OnuH Kopalib, TPeOYIOMIMI COXKEHHS
3aUBO ofHOro HaBuraropa u TpeTu 3amacoB aspuTa UMIEPUM, HE MOT BBIMIPaTh BOMHY. DIuapa
riepeBeJia MPOM3BOJICTBO HA PEJIbChl, KOTOPBIE caMa ke KOrJa-To Ipe3upaja Kak BapBapCcKue — Ha
KOHBEHED.

PxaBble PaBHUHBI, TpOCTHpaBIIHECs K ceBepy OT Ypouc-MarHsl, epectaif ObITh MyCThIHEH.
OHM npeBpaTUIUCh B UCTIOJIMHCKYIO OIEPALMOHHYIO PaHy Ha TeJle 3eMJIH.

371ech He CTPOMIIM — 3]€Ch KOBAJIH.

OrpoMHbIe JUTEeHHbIE 1IeXa TSAHYJINCh Ha IECATKU MHJIb, UX TPyObl U3BEpraju B cepoe HeOo
CTOJIOBI JKUPHOTO, YEPHOTO AbIMa, KOTOPBII HUKOT/IA HE paccemBalicsl, co3aaBasi HaJ PaBHrHaMu coo-
CTBEHHYI0, UCKYCCTBEHHYIO HOUb. JIHEM 1 HOUBIO 3/1€Ch TOPEJIM ThICAYM JOMEHHBIX MeUei.

PaGoune — ThICSUM JMoeil B OJMHAKOBBIX CEPBIX pO0OaX, JIMIA KOTOPHIX OBLIM CKPHITHI 32
pecnMparopamu ¢ (pUIBTPaMHU U3 MXa — JIBUTATUCH C IyTralolied, MEXaHUYEeCKOW CMHXPOHHOCTBIO.
3BYK ObUI INIABHBIM AUPHKEPOM ITOTO afga. Putm.

Kaay. bam. Hlunu. Kaay,

[THeBMaTHYeCKKe MOJIOTHl BOMBAJIM 3aKJIENIKM B CTalbHBIE peOpa Oymaynmx kopaoOieil. 3ByK
ObLT TAKUM TUIOTHBIM, YTO BUOPUPOBAJIH 3YOBI.

Dnuapa cTosia Ha 3aCTeKJICHHOM Tajiepee Hajl 1exoM «AJbga». Ha Hell He ObUIO 3aIIUTHOTO
KOCTIOMa — OHa XOTeJIa YyBCTBOBATb Kap.

Ilepen Heil, HA MarHUTHBIX CTaNeNAX, coorpanack «Cras».

10 ObUM He M3sIIHbIE (pperarsl Cupuyca. D10 ObUIM TPOOBL. YTIIOBaTHIE, TOKPHITHIE 3aKJIETI-
KaMH, KaK aHIMpeM, OpyCKH U3 cTaiy 1 yyryHa. OHHM He IpeJHa3HAYaINCh JJ1s1 KPAacOTHI MITK KOM-
¢opra. OHM npeIHa3HAYAIUCH [T OHOM LIeJIM: HECTU CMEPTh U BbIIEPKUBATh OTBETHBIN yap.

— JoknaapiBaiite, — OpocHa OHA, HE MOBOPAYMBAs TOJOBBI K YEJIOBEKY, MOAOLIEAIIEMY
c3aau. 7o Oobl1 ['exkrop, maBHelil MHcnektop Lieneii. Ero pyku no J0KoTh ObUIM MOKPBITH 0KOraMu
OT JKMJKOrO 3pupa.

— Cekuusa «bera» orcraer Ha yeTblpe 4aca, — J0N0KUI ['ekTop Xpuruio. — Y HUX monuia
MUKPOTpEIHA B [JIABHOM yAepXkuBaiolieM Kosblie. Bapum 3aHoBo. Cekuus «[aMma» rortoBa K
umItanTauuu fnpa. HaBurarop yxe Ha mecre.

— Kak ero nokasarenmn? — cnpocuiia Diarapa, HAKOHeLl TOCMOTPEB Ha HETo.

— Ilynbc copok. Mo3roBast akTUBHOCTb MOUTH HyseBasi. OH yxe Tam, — ['ekTop Heorpeze-
JIEHHO MaxXHYJI pyKoi B cTopoHy cranesns. — [loakimoueH. Eciiv Mbl He 3aI1ycTUM KOHTYp B TEUEHHUE
yaca, ero Mo3r IpeBpaTUTCs B IMYHUILY OT OOPATHOTO TOKA.

Anuapa nocMoTpesa BHU3. B Heipax cranpHOrO Kopiyca «I'ammbl» oHa Buena ero. M, Bep-
Hee, TO, YTO OT Hero octayioch. YenoBek ObUT BKUBIIEH B MalMHY. Ero Mmo3BOHOYHHUK cpoccs ¢ IJ1aB-
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HBIM BaJIOM, HEpBHasl CUCTeMa Oblla pacllyTaHa W MpeBpallieHa B )KUBOW KOMMYTATOp AJIsSl PYHHBIX
tieriedi. OH He ObuT rToToM. OH OBUT TIPOIIECCOPOM.

— 3amyckaiite, — npukasaia nuapa. — Eciau oH yMpeT 70 B3JieTa, MyCTUTe Ta3 B €ro KaoTy
u OepuTe CIeAyIoero u3 ouepenu. Y Hac rpaduk.

I'extop modnenuesn, Ho kuBHYJ. Ha PxaBbix PaBHIHAX yenoBevecKas ;KU3Hb CTOMIIA JIETIIeBIIe,
yeM (yHT KadyecTBeHHOW Meau. Ouepenp U3 TOOPOBOJBIEB — WJIM, TOUYHEE, OTYASIBIIUXCS CEMEH,
MPOJABABIIMX CBOMX CBIHOBEW Pajiv Maiika — Obljla GECKOHEYHOM.

BHuzy B3BbUIa cupeHa. Huskuid, naBsimii 3BykK.

CrasbHble TITH IO «] ' aMMO¥» pa3omuIich. M3 OTKPHIBIIMXCS MIAXT YIAPUIA CTPYH CKATOTO
napa.

3arem paszjajcs 3BYK, KOTOPBII Dimapa Tenepb HeHaBUe a OOJbIlle BCEro Ha CBeTe. 3BYK,
MOXOKUH Ha KPUK KUTA, KOTOPOTO MEJIEHHO 32)KHUBO CIUPAIOT. DTO 3(pup, MpOXoAs uyepe3 HEPBHYIO
cuctemy HaBuratopa, BcTpeyas COpOTHBIIEHUE KUBOTO Telia.

CranbHOH Tpo0 BecoM B CTO TOHH B3JPOTHYJI. 3aKJIENIKM Ha ero Oproxe 3aCBETUJIVMCH BUIITHE-
BbIM. OH OTOpBaJICs OT crarneneil. He miaBHO, a ppIBKOM, CIIOBHO €rO BBIPBAJIM U3 JIall TPABUTAIINY.

Kopa6ib 3aBuc B necsatu gytax ot mona. M3 ero 103 coumsics yxe He (PUOJIeTOBBIM, a IOYTH
YEPHBII JbIM — MPU3HAK NEPErpy3KHU U pacnaja ;KMBOW TKaHU MUJIOTA.

— CrabuneH, — BbIIOXHYT [ €KTOp, I7151/151 HAa CBOU MPUOOPHL. — JepXKuT.

— B anrap «/lensra», — ckomanoBazia dnuapa. — Ha ycraHoBky Boopyxenus. U npunuiure
MHe MeIUKOB K «bete». Eciu cBapIMky He 3aKOHYAT K 3aKaTy, OHM IOMEHSIIOTCSI MECTaMH C TEMH,
KTO OTCTaerT.

OnHa oTBepHYJIaCh OT OKHA. 3a ee CIIUHOM, B 1ieXy «AJbda», yke rOTOBIIN CIIeyIOIUi CTa-
niesib. POOOTHI-MaHUITY IS TOPBI HECJIM HOBBIE pedpa jKeCTKOCTH.

3a y1Ba rofa YpOuc-Marna Hayunsach CTPOMTh TaKue KOpalJii 3a COPOK BOCEMb YaCOB.

OT 3akyagKy KWJist 70 IEPBOTO B3JIETA.

B Tpex nmHsx nera ot PxkaBbix PaBHUH, Ha BBICOTE, IJie BO3AYX ObUT KPUCTAIBHO YMCTHIM, a
COJIHIIE CBETHJIO HECTePITUMO SIPKO, aperichoBas octpoB Papoc. 1o 61 BocTOuHBIH hoprioct Crupu-
yca, TUXUH arpapHblid OCTPOB, U3BECTHBIN CBOMMH BUHAMU U 00CEPBATOPHUEH.

B o6cepBaropuu, naxHyIen CTapbiM AePEBOM U IMbLIBI0, MOJIOAOH acTpodu3uk JInam cMoTpen
B OKYJISIP JAJTBHO30pa. DTO ObLI CJIOKHBIN IPUOOP, COYETAIONINN B ceOe MarndecKue JIMH3bI U TOYHYIO
MeXaHHKY. JInam ciieut 3a MUrparmeit 00JIauHbIX KUTOB, HO €r0 UCTUHHOM, TAWHOW CTPACTHIO OBLIO
TO, YTO MPOMCXOANIIO BHU3Y.

CupuaHckas pa3Besika ObUla HICKYCCTBOM TOHKHMM. Y HHUX He ObUIO IINMMOHOB B rpsizu Hesep-
JIeHJa — HU OJMH HEOOKUTEIb He CMOT Obl BEDKUTH B UX aTMOc(epe JOJbIIe CYTOK 0e3 Crieuaib-
HBIX, UCTOIIAONIMX apTedakToB. Ho y HUX ObUIM I1a3a Ha rpaHHMIIe.

JIuam He cmoTpen Ha 3eminio. OH CMOTpEIT Ha OMpadCeHUs.

OH HacTpavBaJ IMH3bI HA HIKHUIM, CAMBIH TUIOTHBIN CJION 00JIAKOB — TaK Ha3biBaeMblid «I1of-
OpIONIHMK». B HOpMaJIbHOM COCTOSIHUM OH JIOJIKEeH ObLT JaBaTh poBHOE, Ardhdy3HOE IXO.

Ho nocnennue Mecsiibl 9X0 U3MEHUIIOCh.

— OnsaTp Mepianve, — npodopmotain Jluam, enast MOMETKY B )KypHaJle T'YCHHBIM TIEpOM. —
Cekrop 'amma-9. KoadduriimeHT npesiomiieHust BHIpOC Ha CEMb IMPOLIEHTOB.

OH OTKMHYJICSI B KpecJie U MOTep BOCHaJIeHHbIE IJ1a3a.

JIBa roja Ha3aJ OH 3aMETHUJI TIEPBbI AHOMAJIBHBIN BCILIECK. TOrAa 3T0 crmcaiv Ha METeOpHT-
HYIO aKTHMBHOCTb. [ 011 Ha3a]] BCTUIECKH CTaJIM PEryJIsipHBIMU. Ternepb OHM MPEeBPaTHIIUCh B PUTMUY-
HBI, HAPACTAIOUIHIA TYJ1.

Jlvam moporien k Oonbinon kapre Cupryca, Bucsieid Ha cteHe. OH B3sJT KPacHBIM MEJIOK U
MOCTaBIJI JKMPHYIO TOUKY B ceKTope ['amma-9, Ha camoii rpaHmiie 001a4HOro MOpsI.

Tpuauare TO4EK 3a MECAL.
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OH coenunmI ux TuHUen. JInHKs ykasbiBasia TOUHO Ha BOCTOK. B cropony Meprteoro KanboHa.

3BYK TSDKEJIbIX IAroB 3aCTaBUII €ro OOepHYThCs. B /Bepsx oOcepBaTOpUM CTOSIT YEIOBEK,
KOTOPOMY 3/1€Ch ObLIIO aOCOTIOTHO HE MECTO.

I'epuor Banentun nu ®anbkoHe.

B ommume ot GONMBIIMHCTBA M3HEKEHHOU apuctokparuu Cupuyca, BaJleHTHH BBHITJISZIEN Tak,
CJIOBHO COIIIeJI ¢ ToOesieHa O JpeBHUX BOMHAX. EMy ObLIO OKOJIO MATHAECSATH, HO €0 TEJIO OCTaBaJIoCh
KECTKUM U TOATSIHYTHIM. Cepedpo B ero Bojocax ObUIO HE IPU3HAKOM CTAPOCTH, a CJIEIOM CTapoil
Marudeckoi TpaBMbl. OH ObLT OTHUM 13 HeMHOruX B CoBeTe, KTO YMell iepkarh B pyKax Med, a He
TOJIBKO KYOOK C BUHOM.

— OnsATh He crUIb, MaTbUMIIKa? — rojoc BaneHTrHA ObUT HU3KUM, C JIETKOW XPHUTIOTIION.
— Wmneparop uier TBoi otueT. CoBeT XKJIET pa3BieueHui.

— PazBneuennii? — Jluam roppko yCMEXHYJICS M TKHYJI majibiieM B Kapty. — [locmorpure,
Barmmia CeetiocTb. 9T0 HE METEOPUTHL. DTO. .. MPOM3BOACTBO. PutmMuunoe. Kak ynapel Mosiota.

Banentun nogorren k kapre. OH He ObUT YYeHBIM, HO OH ObLT conpaTtoM. OH MOCMOTpes Ha
KpacHbIe TOUKH, Ha UX IJIOTHOCTh, HA BEKTOP.

— CKOJIBKO? — CIIPOCHJI OH KOPOTKO.

— Ecnm cuurath 1o TEIIOBOI CUTHATYpe U Macce BBITECHSEMOro Bo3ayxa... — Jluam cBe-
puJics ¢ pacueramu. — OKOJIO TPEXCOT KPYMHBIX CUTHATyp. M 3TO TOJIBKO Te, YTO CMOTJIM MPOOUTH
[Non6promHnK. Menoub, (pperarsl BECOM JI0 MATUAECATH TOHH, BOOOIE He oTpaxatoTcs. VX mMoryT
OBITH THICSYM.

Banentun ponro momvan. OH cMOTpes Ha BOCTOK, TyAa, Ie 00aKka CryIIalIvCh B HEIPOHUIIA-
EMYIO CTEHY.

— Tpwu roma Haza 310 OBLT OMUH KOPaOJbh, — CKaza repuor. — OIUH TPOMKHIA, YPOJITUBbIN
nporotun. [IBa roga Hazag — nATh. Teneppb TpUCTa.

— Omnu crposr ¢not, — nporentai Jlnam. — Hacrosmmii dpiot. M onun yuarcs. Cmorpure,
— OH TIOfIBEJI TepIiora K Apyromy npudopy — cericmorpady a¢upa. — Bot Bemieck ot «I'poma.
A BOT... 310. HOBBIE KOpaOmu sierde. Ouu ObicTpee. VI oHn He ncnonb3yoT oqHoro HaBuratopa Ha
cyaHo. Cyas 10 YUCTOTE CUTHANA, OHU MEPENUIN Ha. .. rpynnoBoe sapo. OArH CUIbHBII Mar-cMepT-
HUK MUTAET MeTyI0 3CKaapuiibio. VX motepy cpeny oapeHHbIX A0KHBI OBITh UyIOBUIIHBIMU, HO UM
rieBath. OHM MTPOCTO OEPYT HOBBIX.

— BapBapbl, — mniporieant BajieHTHH, HO B €ro rojioce He ObIJIO MPUBBIYHOTO APUCTOKpaTHye-
cKoro npe3penus. bpuio yro-To apyroe. TpeBora. — OHM BOIOIOT MSICOM.

— OHH BOIOIOT KOJIMUECTBOM, — TonpaBui JInuam. — ¥V Hac ceMbCOT OCTPOBOB. Y HUX... s
HE 3Hal0, CKOJILKO 3€MJIM OHM YK€ BBIKIJIU 107 CBOU Bepu BHU3Y. Ho eciii oHu MogHUMYT B BO3IyX
XOTs1 OBl TTOJIOBUHY U3 TOTO, YTO CTPOSIT. ...

— CoBer Ha30BeT 3TO NAHUKOM, — BasleHTUH OTBEepHYJICS OT KapThl. — OHU CKaXyT, YTO 3TO
MPOCTO MbLIbHBIE OypH. T HOBBIN BUJI MTOA3EMHBIX Ta30B.

— A dro ckaxer Umnepatop? — cripocu Jluam.

BanenTH nocmoTpen Ha MOJIOOTO yYeHoro. B rma3ax repruora Ha MFHOBEHHE IIPOMEJIbKHYJIO
YTO-TO MOXOKEE HA YBAKEHUE.

— Wmneparop 3Haer, — THXO cKkazai BanentnH. — OH BUAMT OOJbIIIe, YeM BCE MbI BMECTE
B3sTHIE. HO OH HE MOkeT feicTBOBaTh, oka CoBeT JepkUT ero 3a pyku. A CoBeT. .. — replor ropbko
yemexnyicsi. — CoBer nbet yaid Ha Teppace Hebecnoro TpoHa u paccyskiaer o ierpaaiuy HpaBoB B
Heseprnenze. OHM CUUTAIOT, YTO T€, KTO )KUBET B KOTMIOTH, HECTIOCOOHBI CO3/1aTh YIPO3Y ISl XPyCTaJIs.

3an Manoro Coseta B He6ecHoM TpoHe ObLT BOILIOIIEHHEM CTePUIbHOM, CAMOJOBOJIBHOM POC-
kom. [Ton U3 po30BOro Mpamopa, KOTOPI MEHSIJT PUCYHOK B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT HACTPOEHHMSI CUJISI-
mux. [ToTook — OKHO B cTparocdepy, rae 3Be3/bl Ka3aauch OJM3KUMH U XOJOIHBIMU.

CeronHs 31ech 00CYK 1IN HAJIOTH HA SKCTIOPT OOJIAYHOTO IeJIKA.
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— ...} 51 HACTAMBAIO, YTO TMOILJIMHA B CEMb ITPOIIEHTOB YObeT MaHydakTypsl Papoca! — kumsi-
Tiiics Jlopa-ka3Hauei, JIbICEIONMI MYKUMHA C YXJIbIMU, BJIQXKHBIMU pyKaMU. — MBI 10JKHBI CHU-
3UTh €€ JI0 MATH, YTOObl CTUMYJIMPOBATh. . .

JBepu 3a51a pacnaxHy/mMch 6e3 CTyKa.

Bomen Anekc.

PasroBopsl MrHoBeHHO cTuxJH. Jlopi-Ka3Havel oceKcst Ha MOJTyCIOBe U TOOIeIHETT, MBITAsICh
CIIPATATh CBOM BJIAKHbBIE PYKH 32 CIIHY.

Nmneparop He BIrIsAAen pasrHeBaHHBIM. OH BBIIIA/AEN CMEPTENIbHO ycTaBUM. Ero yepHbie
071K Abl OBUIM TTIOKPBITHI TOHKUM CJIOEM ITBUIM — OH TOJIBKO UTO BEPHYJICS C BOCTOUHBIX TPAHMIL, TIe
JIMYHO KOPPEKTHUPOBaJ TEUEHHE MYCCOHOB.

— Brigute Bce, — ckasas AJiekc, 3aHMMasi CBOE€ MECTO BO IVIABE CTOJIA.

CoBeTHUKH, TIEPervIsAbIBAsCh B TAHWKE, HAUYaJId coOupaTh CBUTKUA. OHU OOSIIUCh, YTO KTO-TO
JOHEC Ha HUX 3a Ka3HOKpaAcTBO. OHU HE MOHUMAJIH, YTO UX MEJIKME MHTPUTH Ceyac MHTEPECOBAIN
Nwmrieparopa MeHble BCETO.

Korpa Tsxenble 1Bepy 3aKpbUIMCh, OCTABJIAA B 3aJIe TONBKO Asekca, Basentnna u Jlopna Bep-
Horo, MMriepaTop MoJiouiI Ha CTOJ OOUH-eJUHCTBEHHBIN JIUCT NepraMmeHTa. 1o Obl1 oT4eT JInama,
NepeBe/IEHHbIN Ha S3bIK CyXHUX LIUAPP.

— Tpucra copok aBa, — npousHec Asekc, s Ha BepHoro. — DTo gaHHbIE 3a IPOILLTYIO
Henemo. TprcTa cOpok ABa KPYIHBIX TEIUIOBBIX CUTHATYPBI, NepeceKIux rpanuiry [logOpromnHuka B
HAalpaBJICHUY HALIMX BOCTOUHBIX [TPOBUHLIUM.

BepHblii, 00aueHHbII B CBOI0 HEU3MEHHYIO CepPYI0 MaHTHIO, B3sUT JIUCT. Ero OeciiBeTHbIE r1a3a
OBICTPO Oerasy Mo CTPOYKaM.

— TermnoBble cCUTHATYpbl MOTYT IIPUHA/IEKATh ByJIKaHaMm, Mol MIMriepatop, — pOBHBIM roJI0-
COM OTBETWJI OH. — Mn KpynHBIM CTasiM OrHEHHbIX canamasap. Mowu areHtsl B HeBeprnienze. .. Te
HEMHOTH€, YTO PUCKYIOT CITYCKaThCsl B MX MOTPaHUYHBIE 30HBI, COOOIIAIOT O HEObIBAJION cerficMuue-
CKOM aKTUBHOCTH. OHU OTKPHIBAIOT HOBBIE IIAXTHI.

— OHM He OTKpBIBAIOT 1IaXThl, BepHbIil, — AJieKC MeIJIEHHO MPOBEJ MAJIBLIEM IO Kpalo CTOoJIA.
Kpucrann cronemnuiipl Tvxo 3arygen, nporectys. — OHU CTpOSIT cyxue A0KU. TernsoBas CUrHaTypa
ByJIKaHa XaoTuyHa. MIx curHarypa umeer putM. Putm koHBeiiepa. OHU IITaMITyIOT KOpITyca.

— Moii Umnieparop, — mogan rojoc BaseHTHH, mo3BouB cede clierka HaKJIOHUThLCS BIIEPEI.
— 4 Bunen pacuetsl. Eciu 310 npaBa, yepes rog ux Oyner Teicsiya. Yepes 1Ba — 1ATh ThICY. MBI
HE CMOXEM KOHTpPOJIMpoBath nepumerp. Hamn ¢pioT narpynbHbIX peratoB HACUMTHIBAET BCETO CTO
aBaauaTh cygoB. OHUM CO3[aHBI 1S JIOBJIM KOHTPaOaHIMCTOB, a HE JIsl BOMHBI.

— 10 He OyAeT BOMHOW, — AJIeKC HAKOHEII MOJHSLI I1a3a Ha COBETHUKOB. Ero cepeOpsiHbIi
B3MJIsA] OBLT TSIKENlee CBUHITA. — TO Oy/eT u30ueHreM.

— MBI JOJKHBI YIApUTh MEPBBIMU ! — BOCKJIMKHYN BaneHTrH, 3a0bIB 0 IpoTOKOJie. — Pasne-
ctu ux guteiHble nexa! OpHol uckpsl ¢ Tpona xBatuT, 4yToOBI UX PkaBbie PaBHUHBI peBpaTiMCh
B CTEKJIO!

— U MBI cTaHeM arpeccopamu, — XOJIOIMHO 000pBat ero Ajiekc. — MbI YHUUTOXUM UX TIPO-
MBIIIIJIEHHOCTh, HO OCTABUM MX HEHaBHUCTb. MBI JaquM MakcrMycy TO, 4ero OH XOueT OOJIbIIIe BCEro
— MyuyeHuyeckuil BeHell. Ero Hapos, KuByIIMI B TEMHOTE, C PaJOCThIO MIOMIET YMUPATh 32 HETO,
€cJIM MBI IpUIIieM ¢ HeGec oronb. Her.

— Toraa uro Bel npeiaraere? Mrnopuposath? — ¢eipkHy Banentun. — Baina CeemiocTs,
MOKa MBI CHJIUM 3J1eCh, OHM Y4arcs JieTarh Jjydie. Mx HoBble (pperarsl MaHeBpeHHee Hamux. OHu
TsDKeJiee, J1a, Ho ux Oosbine. OHU 3a4aBAT HAC Maccor. MIX Maru JOXHYT B 9THX XKeJIE3HBbIX rpodax,
HO Ha UX MECTO BCTAIOT HOBbIE. Y HUX OECKOHEUHOE MSICO, a Y HAC OrpaHMUYEHHBIN 3arac aspura u
KOHEYHOE YHCJIO AYIII.

— V¥ nac ectb TpoH, — THX0 cka3an BepHblid. — Mbl — LIEHTp Maruu 31oro Mupa. Mel MoxkeM
MIPOCTO. .. OTKJIIOUUTb UX.
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AJleKkc IOCMOTpeIT Ha CBOETO IJIaBy Pa3BEOKH.

— OO0bsicHn, — mipukazan Mmmeparop.

— Cupuyc — 3T0 ceTb, — BepHbIil CIIjIen TOHKHE Tajblbl. — ASPUT B UX KOPAOIsIX BHU3Y
— OH MOET B YHUCOH ¢ Hamu. OH pe3oHupyeT ¢ kpuctasiamMu TpoHa. Eciiv Mpl ©I3MEHHM 4acTory ...
Ecnu Mbl coznaaum B 3¢upe AUCCOHAHC, HAITPABJIEHHBIN HA BOCTOK. .. Bech ux 1ot mpocro ynazer.
Nx sanpa norepstor onopy. I'paBuTanus caenaer cBoe JIeo.

B 3asie noBucia TvMHa.

— I'enouma, — npousHec BanenTrH. — Bol ipesiaraete cOpoCUTH THICSYM KOpadsield Ha UX ke
ropoza. COTHM THICSIY JIOJEW CrOPAT 32)KMUBO MPH MaieHUM. MUJTMOHBI OyIyT pa3gaBieHbl 00JI0M-
KaMHU.

— 10 3pdexkTuBHO, — MoKy riedamu BepHbiil. — [IpoOema ucuesHer 3a onuH aeHb. bes
pUCKa JJ1s1 Hallled apMuUH.

Anekc Bcran. OH nofolen K NaHOpaMHOMY OKHY, 32 KOTOpbIM packunyJics [aBubii Hnue.

— Bp#I He IoHUMaeTe, — cKa3aj OH, He obopauuBasich. — Makcumyc TpeTtuii — UIUoT, HO
OH T0JIE3HBIN UIUOT. OH JIeNaeT POBHO TO, UTO 51 OT HETO XO4uy.

BanenTtun u BepHblii 3amepiu.

— Moii Umnepatop? — OCTOpOXHO cripocii BepHblid.

— IlocmoTpuTte Ha HUX, — AJIEKC KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY OKHa, IOJpa3yMeBasi BECb MUP BHU3Y.
— OHM KWIU B TpsI3U ThICTuM JieT. OHM TPBI3IM OpYT Apyra 3a Kycok yris. OHu ObUTH pa3oOIeHBI.
[Tnemena, GapoHsl, MesKue apbku. Makcumyc oObeauHmI ux. Ctpaxom. AMOuIme. 3aBUCTHIO K
HaM.

Anexc nosephysicsi. Ero mmmo Obu1o kKecTKuMm.

— OH crpout uior. OH TpaTUT CBoU pecypchl. OH CKUraeT CBOMX JIYUIIMX MaroB B TOIKAxX
CBOMX jKeJIe3HBIX UyHA0BHII. OH BHIKAUMBAET a9PUT U3 3eMJIU TaK OBICTPO, UTO UX OCTPOBA BHU3Y — UX
COOCTBEHHbIE, I'PsI3HBIE, TIOJ3EMHBIE OCTPOBAa — HAYaJTH MTpoceaTh. 51 4yBCcTBYIO 910. VX TeKTOHMKA
CXOZIUT C yMa.

— BbI ucnons3yere ero kak ¢purmis? — poragancs Banentun. Ero rmasa pacmmpuiauck. —
BrI mo3Bosisiere eMmy BOOPYKaThCsl, YTOOBI OH. ..

— Yrto0bI OH COBEPIIMI CaMOYOUICTBO, — 3aKOHYMIT AJIeKC. — MaKcumyc BEpUT, UTO UIET
Ha BOiHy co MHOil. Ha camom zene oH Bener cBoil Hapoa B npomacts. OH cTpout (10T, KOTOPBIN
MBI BBIKJIIOUMM OHUM IIETYKOM MauiblieB. M Koraa ux kopaOav HAuYHYT Majarh, KOrga ux Bepdu
B30PBYTCSI OT UCTOIIEHUS K11, KOTJ]a UX SKOHOMMKA PYXHET I0/] BECOM 3TOI F'OHKU BOOPYKEHUH. . .
Heseprnena nepecraner cymiectBoBath. He ot Hatero opyxus. OT cOOCTBEHHOTO Oe3yMus.

— 310 *%KecToko, Mo Mmnepatop, — Tuxo ckazan BaneHTuH.

— DTO NOAUTHKA, — oTpe3al Aniekc. — { naio emy BepeBKy. OH caM 3aTsIHET ee Ha CBOEeH
miee. U Ha miee cBoero Hapoza.

— A eciM OH He MOWJET B ataky? — cnpocui BepHeiil. — Eciii OH pemuT KONUTh CUJIbI e11ie
JECATh JIeT?

— OH He cMoXeT, — AJIeKC MO3BOMIUII ceOe TOHKYIO, JIUIIEHHYIO BeCelTbsl YIBIOKY. — I TOJIbKO
YTO MOBBICWJI IJIOTHOCTh a3P030JIel B MX HUKHHUX CJIOAX aTMocdepbl. BuaguMmocTs ynana Ha copok
nporeHToB. VX conHevHast amxumusi, KOTOPOW OHM NHTAIOT CBOM TEIUIMIIBI, JaeT coon. Haunyrces
niepeOou ¢ MPOIOBOJILCTBHEM. UTOOBI OTBJIEUh HAPOJL OT TOJI0fA, EMY HY)KHA MaJleHbKasl oOeI0HOC-
Hasl BOWHAa.

HNmneparop BepHYJICSA K CTONY.

— Basientun, — ckazan oH. — OT30BUTE JaJIbHUE MATPY/IM C BOCTOYHBIX I'paHul]. CKOHIIeH-
Tpupyiire ot Bokpyr Cromuupl. [Tycth OHM AymaloT, 4TO Mbl B TAHUKE MPSAYEMCS.

— Ciymaroch, — repor CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY.

— BepHbiil, — Asiekc nepesen B3I Ha cepylo pUrypy. — YCIOKHUTE UM KU3Hb BHU3Y.
Hwudero ro6ansHoro. Menkue auBepcur. OOBajIbl B UX HOBBIX IIAXTaX. YTEUKU ra3a Ha JIMTEHHBIX
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3aBomax. [lycTh UX KOHBelep umxaeT U KanwiseT. [Tycte Makcumyc aymaer, 4to 310 caboTax ero
reHepasioB, Oopomuxcs 3a BiacTb. [IycTh OH HEpBHUYAET M YCKOPSIET TIPOU3BOJCTBO, 3aroHsisi ceost
B YroJ elne ObicTpee.

— Byner ucnonneno, — kuBHyJ1 BepHblii.

— A Tenepb BOH, — yCTaJIo Mpou3Hec AJieKc. — Y MeHs1 OOJIUT rojioBa OT Balllero ONTUMH3MA.
N npunuture ko mue Jlnama. C opurunanamu ero rpacukoB. 1 Xxouy cam MOCMOTPETh HA PUTM UX
MOJIOTOB.

Koraa coBernuku Boiuti, Mimnepatop ocrascst ogul. OH nojomen K riaodycy Cupuyca.

OH nocmotpen Ha BocToK. Tawm, mox oOiakamu, B TEMHOTE, TOPENTH THICSIUM OTHel. PxkaBbie
PaBHuHBI NbUTANM, KaK Bparta aja.

AJIeKc TIOJIOKUIT PyKY Ha XpyCTallb.

— Tanmyit, — npomenTan oH. — CTpoit cBou kopabnu, Makcumyc. HabuBaii nx msicom. Yem
TsDKeJIee Thl CTaHelllb, TeM Tpomue OyJeT XpycCT, KOTa Thl YIaelllb.

B 310 %€ Bpems, rIyOOKo Tof 3eMied, B TMYHOU KynanbHe Mmmeparopa HeBepnenna, Mak-
cumyc TpeTuil puxoaui B poCTb.

Bona B MpamopHOM Oacceiine Obliia KpacHO#. He oT sienecTkoB po3, a OT KpoBH.

— Eme pa3! — pesen mneparop Ha chekMBIIETOCsS MUHHUCTPA 1IaXT. — Bl 1oK1aabiBaeTe,
yro xuia «CesepHast Kopona» uccsikna? Uccskna?! Tam Obiio asputa Ha ABaauath «IpomMos»!

— Moii ummneparop, 3T0... 3TO UCTOIIEHUE, — MHUHUCTP TPSCCS TaK, YTO €r0 MHOTOYUCIICH-
HbIEe TTOI0OPOAKH KOJIBIXaJIUCh. — MBI MPOIUIM Ha ABe MIIM BrTyOb. [lopona crana HecTaOUIbHOM.
B3pbIBBI BBI3BIBAIOT OOPYILICHUS. . .

— Oo6pymrenns?! — MakcuMyc ynapui KyJIakoM 1o Kpato Oacceitna. Mpamop TpecHy1. — Bel
Ha3bBaeTe 3To oopymenuem?! 1o cadborax!

B kynanbHio BOexan 3anbixapimiics ['ektop. Ero nuiio Ob10 YepHBIM OT KOTIOTH.

— Moii ummnieparop! — BeioxHYJ oH. — Llex «Jlenbra» ! B3peie Anpa! CopokoBoii kKoHBeliep!

— Yto ¢ HaBuraropom? — xos01H0 cripocusi Makcumyc.

— Wcnapuncs, — I'ektop criotHy1. — BMmecte co cranenem. CTeHa 1iexa pyxHyJsia Ha coce/l-
HUM KoHBelep. [Ipon3BOICTBO BCTa/IO HA IIECTh YaCOB.

Makcumyc MeJUIEeHHO OMyCTUJICS 0OOpaTHO B KpoBaBylo Bomay. Ero rmasa ropenu 6e3yMHBIM
OTHEM.

— Tpwucra copok aBa kopadisi, — mpormnes oH. — Tpu roga padoTel. A MBI TepsieM TI0 J1Ba
B HeJemmo n3-3a Opaka. Mbl TepsieM MaroB ObICTpee, YeM yCIeBaeM MX KacTpUpOBaTh M MOAKIIIOYATH
K tersiM. U Temeph y HaC KOHYaeTCst KpOBb MHpA.

On nocmorpen Ha ['ekTopa.

— CKOJIBKO y Hac OCTaJIoCh YUCTOTO adpuTta’?

— Ha copok BoceMb KpYyITHBIX CYJJOB, — OTBETHJI MHCTIEKTOp. — U Ha coTHIO (pperatos, eciu
UCIIONB30BaTh CMECh C JKEJIe3HOW KPOIIKOW, KOTOpast 1aeT HeCTaOMIbHOCTh B BEPXHUX CJIOSIX.

— Dr1o0ro Maso, — Makcumyc yaapuJl JIaIOHbIO TIO BoJe. BpbI3ru KpacHoi BOIIbI pa3iieTesuch
110 30JI0TY KynajieH. — BasieHTuH cobupaet cBo (ot B KyJ1ak. HebGecHbIN yOIMOI0K YTO-TO 3alyMal.
OH niepecran narpyarposarh rpanuiisl. OH cTsHy Beex K Cronurie. O 6outcst.

— Wnu OH rOTOBUT JIOBYIIIKY, — OCMEJIMIICS CKa3aTh [ eKTop.

— JloBymky? — Makcumyc paccMesiicsl, 1 CMeX ero ObLT IMOXO0X Ha CKpekKeT MeTasia. —
Kaky1o JIOByIIIKY MOXET IMPUTOTOBUTH TOT, KTO HE 3HAET 3amaxa nopoxa? OHM TaM HaBepXy pasydu-
JMch BoeBaTh, ['ektop. OHM 3a0bUIH, YTO TaKOe KPOBb. MIX OCTpoBa — 3TO AEKOpaTUBHBIE KJIETKH
st irun. Moit «I'poM» MpoObeT X XpyCTaJIbHbIE CBOIBI, KAK MOJIOT — SIMYHYIO CKOPJIYILY.

OH Bctan. Boza crekana ¢ ero MacCMBHOTO Tea.
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— Yckoputh J0ObIy, — IpuKasan oH. — Mcnonb3oBath padoB. Ecu pyna He gaetcsi — B3phbI-
BaThb. EC/iu B3pbIBaTh Helb3s1 — ITyCTh TOJIBIMK PYKaMK TPbI3yT. MHe HyKHO ellie MIThCOT Kopadien
K BECHE.

— Ho moii umneparop, joau. . .

— MHe He HyXHBI JIIOIU, — PABKHYJT Makcumyc. — MHe HyxHbl Kopaoinu. Kopabmu — 310
korbs. Jllomu — 310 ApeBku. Korga korbe OpolieHo, IpeBKO BHIOPACHIBAIOT.

OH BbIIIE U3 KyNaJIbHY, OCTABJIsAS 32 COOOM Clie/ibl KPOBAaBHIX HOT HA OEJIOM Mpamope.

B kopuiope ero xJ1aJ1 JIMUHbIN TeIOX PAHUTE)Tb, 3aBEPHYTHIN B OMHTHI. DTO ObLT OINH U3 HEMHO-
I'MX BBUKHMBIIHMX IOCJIC UMIUIAHTAIMU B «[ pOM» — €ro Tesio ObUIO CJAMIIKOM HU3ypPOIOBAaHO, YTOObI
cratb HaBuratopom, HO ero npefaHHOCTh, YCHJICHHAsT O0JIbI0, OblTa aOCOTIOTHOM.

— Coowupaiite ['enepanbhbiii [LTad, — 6pocun Makcumyc. — Mbl HaunHaeM KaMmanuio «Pac-
CBET».

— Ilenb, Mol uMniepaTop? — MPOXPUIIENT TEJIOX PAHUTEITD.

— ®apoc, — yneiOHYICS Makcumyc. — CaMblii BOCTOUHBIH, CaMbIil HATJIBIA UX IITWIb. TOT,
YTO BEYHO CBETUT CBOUM MasikOM HaM B JIUIIO. MbI coObeM UX Masik. Mbl IOKakeM UM, 4TO X HeOo
Oobliie He 6€30MacHo.

Ha octpoBe ®apoc Jlnam 3aKoHUMIT HACTPOUMKY AAJTBHO30pA.

OHn nocmotpet B okyJisip. OOBIYHO HYXKHUM CJION 00J1aKoB ObLT poBHBIM. HO ceropis. .. cerogHs
OH BUJET UCKANCEHUSL.

OrpomHble, pUTMHUYHBIE BOIHBI JaBieHus. CIoBHO cHU3Y B [TonOpiomHUK OWJI TMTaHTCKUM,
ME/IHBIN TTYJIbC.

bym. bym. bym.

310 He OBUIO MOX0Xke Ha PadOTy MOJIOTOB. DTO OBUIO TIOXOXE Ha OreHue cepana. OrpoMHOro,
3JI0TO Cepalia, CIPATAHHOTO TOJ 3€MJICH.

JInam otopBajicst OT mpudopa U MOCMOTPEN Ha BOCTOUHBIA TOpr30HT. Tam, 3a cusiioniei mneJe-
HOM, 4TO-TO MeHsutock. O0JIaka TaM TeMHeNH, TpruodpeTast HeeCTeCTBEHHBIN, OarpoBBIi OTTECHOK.

On Gpocwuics K ABepr 00cepBaTOpUM, YTOOBI OekaTh K Tepliory BajeHTuHy.

Ho 6bu10 yxke mozaHo.IlepBoiii kopadiap HeBeprieHia mpopBaicst CKBO3b OOaYHbBIN CITOM.

OH He ObLJT TOXO’K Ha U3sIITHbIE UTITHl CHpryca. DTo ObUT YepHBIN, YIIIOBATHINA XUIITHUK, JIUIIECH-
HBI KaKuX-JM00 yKparieHnid. OH BBIHBIPHYJT U3 00JIAKOB C PEBOM, OT KOTOPOT'O 3a3BEHENN CTEKJIa
B KyIoJie 00cepBaToOpuH.

3a uum Bropoil. Tpetuit. Hecsarsnii. OHu nui KamHoM. M Ha ux 60pTax, B OTKPBITHIX ceiuac
OPYAMIHBIX MOPTax, MEUICHHO Pa3ropasioch (proeToBoe cBeueHne. PUTM MOJIOTOB BHU3Y CMEHUJICS
PUTMOM BOHHBL. M 3TOT pUTM 3BYyYasl MOXOPOHHBIM 3BOHOM 151 30J710TOro Beka Cupuyca.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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