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AHHOTaAMSA

Xotute uynTaTh Yty Kacep Ha aHIHiICKOM C riepeBoaoM?

STa KHWUTA YCTPOEHA TaK: KaXJ0e aHTIIMICKOE TIPEeJIOKEHUE Cpasy
COMPOBOXKIAETCA PYCCKMM TEKCTOM. Bbl He Jjiezere B CIOBapb U
He TepsieTe HUTh. [IpocTo unMTaeTe — W MOHMMaeTe BCE C MEpBOH
CTPaHMIIBL.

«O nmoHepsI!» — TepBbIil poMaH 0 ceMbe beprcoHoB, MIBEACKUX
ummurpanToB B HeOpacke. [locnie cMepTy oTIia X035HcTBO OEpET Ha
ce0s1 AnekcaHipa — CHUJIbHAS JKEHIIMHA, KOTopasi He caaéTcs, Koraa
cocenu pazopsiiotcst. OHa BKJIaAbIBaeT BCE B 3eMJIIO U BEPUT, UTO Ta
oTmatut. Psagom — muammmii Opar dmub, apyr aercrtBa Kapn u
Tpareausi, Kotopas nmepeBepHET BcE. CIOKeT IEpKUT B HANPSDKEHUU,
¥ BBl HE 3aMeYaeTe, KaK aHITIMACKUNM CTAHOBUTCS MOHSATHEE C KAk IOU
CTpaHUIIeH.

Yuraiite npo ceOsl, YTOObI MPUBBIKHYTH K A3bIKY. UnTaliTe BCIyX,
YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH PEUb U CHUMATh SI3bIKOBOK Oapbep.
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Xorute untars Yty Kacep Ha aHINIMIMCKOM ¢ iepeBoaoM?

OTa KHUTa YCTPOEHA TaK: Kak/10€ aHIIMIACKOe MPeaIoKeHne
Cpa3y COIIPOBOXKAAETCSl PyCCKUM TeKcToM. Bbl He jie3eTe B cllo-
Bapb U He TepsieTe HUTh. [IpocTo unTaere — U noHMMaeTe BCe
C MEPBOY CTPAHMIIBI.

«O nmoHepsbl | » — NepBbI poMaH 0 ceMbe beprcoHos, mBea-
ckux uMMurpanToB B HeOpacke. [Tocne cmeptu oTIIa XO3SICTBO
OepeT Ha ceOs ANleKcaHapa — CUJIbHAs JKEHINMHA, KOTOpas He
caércs, Koraa cocey pa3opsorcs. OHa BKJIAABIBAET BCE B 3€M-
JI0 ¥ BEPUT, YTO Ta OTIUIATUT. PAaomM — mutaaimvii 6pat DM,
apyr percrBa Kapn u tparequs, kortopast nepeBepHET Bce. Cro-
JKET IEPKUT B HANTPsI’KEHWH, 1 BbI HE 3aMevaeTe, Kak aHIJTUACKUN
CTAHOBUTCS MTOHSITHEE C KAXKIOW CTPAHULICH.

Yuraiite ipo cebs1, YTOOBI MPUBBIKHYTh K SI3bIKY. UuTaiite
BCJIyX, YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH Pe4b M CHUMATh SI3bIKOBOM Oapbep.
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Willa Siebert Cather Yunna Cu6ept Kacep
O pioneers! O nroHepsl!

“...to those grain-bearing fields «. ..k TeM HUBaM KOJIOCUCTBIM
with golden wheat ¢ mieHuIei 3010100

and with silver rye...” 1a ¢ JKUTOM cepeOpUCTBIM. .. »

Adam Mickiewicz Agam Munkesnd



In memory of Sarah Orne Jutt, whose work is filled with
subtle beauty and inescapable perfection ITamsitu Capst OpH k-
I0TT, Yb€ TBOPUYECTBO HAMOJIHEHO TOHKON KPacoTOW U HEM3ObIB-
HBIM COBEPIIIEHCTBOM

Spring on the Prairies BecHa B mpepusix

Evening Plain BeuepHsisi paBHUMHA

Always silent, abundant and stern. Bcerma Oe3mornBHa,
M300WJIbHA U CYpOBA.

For many miles there is only fresh arable land, Ha MHOrO Musb
JIMIIb TIAITHS CBesKas,

Heavy and black, powerful and stern. Tsxxenas u yepHasi, Mo-
ryya U CTpora.

The wheat grows, and the weeds spring up. Pacrer menuiia,
Y BOCXO/ISIT COPHSIKU.

The horses are plowing with difficulty, and the people are
tired. C HaTyro# namntyT KOHHU, ¥ YCTaJIU JIIOJIH.

Empty long roads, [1ycTble AnMHHBIE JOPOTH,

The ominous lights of the sunset are fading, 310Berue oruu
3aKara OJIeKHYT,

And the sky is eternally unresponsive. I He60 BeuHO 0e30T-
BETHO.

And youth in spite of everything A MononocTh BceMy Hare-

peKop
Blazes like a wild rose Ilbutaet qukoii po3oi



And the song of the lark flutters over the fields, I necueit
’KaBOPOHKA BbETCS HaJl TIOJISIMH,

Shining like a star in the twilight. Cuss B cymepkax 3Be3/101.

With unbearable sweetness, C HEBLIHOCUMOU CJ1aJIOCThIO,

With an unquenchable thirst C HeyTOIMMOI1 KaX 010

And with a furious desire U sipocTHbIM XenaHneM

All youth sings Bce mononocts noer

By the Mouth of Silence Ycramu TuiimHbi

In the earthy twilight. B 3emnucteix cymepkax.

Part I Wild Land Yacts I Iukuit kpait

I

On a January day thirty years ago, the small town of Hanover
struggled desperately against a wind that threatened to blow it
off the Nebraska plateau. SlHBapckum JHEM TpuUaLATh JIET TO-
MY Ha3a/l MAJIEHbKHUI TOPOIUIIKO XaHOBEP OTUASHHO COMTPOTUB-
JISTICS BETpY, TPO3MBIIEMYy CAyTh ero ¢ miato HeGpacku. Fine
snowflakes swirled like mist around a handful of sad, squat
buildings scattered haphazardly across the gray prairie under a
gray sky. Menkue CHeXMHKHM TyMaHOM BWJIUCh BOKPYT TOPCTKHU
YHBUTBIX TTPU3EMUCTHIX CTPOEHHIA, CITyYaliHBIM 0Opa3oM pazopo-
CaHHBIX TIOCPENIU CEpOM Mpepuu Mo cepbiM HeOoM. Some of the
houses seemed to have been hastily built overnight, and all of
them were exposed to the winds, giving no sign of substantial
dwellings. MHble 1oma, Ka3aaoch, HACHEX MOCTPOMIIN 3a HOUb, U



BCE OHU OBbLIM OTKPBITH BETPaM, HUIYTh HE TIOXOJIs1 HA OCHOBA-
TeJbHBIE kuauina. Some stood apart from the rest, as if wanting
nothing to do with their neighbors. Hekoropeie He3aBucumo nep-
’KaJHUCh B CTOPOHE, CJIOBHO HE KeJIaJId UMETh HUYero oOIIero ¢
COCEJISIMU.

The main street, a deep, icy rut, led from the low brick station
and grain elevator on the north side of town to the lumber yard
and horse pond on the south side. I'maBHas ynuia — rimyookas
3aJieJIeHeBINas KoJiesi — BeJla OT HU3KOro KUPIMYHOTO BOK3aJIa U
3€pHOBOI'0 9JIEBATOPA HA CEBEPHON OKparHe ropozia 10 IPOBSHO-
0 CKJIaJia 1 JIOIAIUHOTO TNpyaa Ha 10:xHou. On both sides of the
road, a ragged line of log buildings lined the road—stores, two
banks, a drugstore, a feed store, a saloon, and a post office. Ilo
00e CTOPOHBI JOPOT'M HEPOBHOW BEPEHMIIEH TSHYIMCH OpeBeHYa-
Thle 3[JaHWs] — Mara3uHbl, ABa OaHKa, anTeka, JaBKa, TOpryomas
KOpMaMmH, CajyH M MO4YTOBOE oTaesieHue. At two o'clock in the
afternoon, the sidewalks, covered with gray, packed snow, were
deserted. B nBa yaca mononygHu TPOTyaphl, OKPHITHIE CEPBIM
YTONTaHHBIM CHEroM, imyctoBayid. The merchants, returning from
lunch, hid behind windows decorated with frost patterns. Top-
TOBIIbI, BEPHYBIIKCH C 00€/1a, MOMPATATIMCH 32 OKHAMU, U3YKpa-
IIEHHBIMU MOpO3HbIMHU y30pamu. The children were at school,
and only a few strangers—stern-looking farmers in fur coats and
hats pulled down to their noses—moved along the streets. letn
OBbLITH B IIKOJIE, U TIO YJIUIAM XOJIUJIH JIUIITh HEMHOTOUYKCIIEHHbIS
IpUe3kKre — CypOBOTO BHA (pepMephl B IIyOaxX M HATSHYTHIX /10



camoro Hoca marnkax. Some had brought their wives with them,
and now and then, figures in red and checkered shawls could be
seen hurrying from from one warm store to another. Hekotopbie
B3sUJIM € COOOM eH, M BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH TO TYT, TO TaM MeJIbKa-
71 (PUTYpBI B KPACHBIX M KJIETYATHIX MIAJISX, CHIEIaiie U3 Ofl-
HOT'O Teryioro MarasuHa B gpyroi. Along the street, heavy draft
horses harnessed to farm carts stood tethered, shivering under
their warm blankets. Baosb yauiisl Ha TpUBSI3U CTOSIIH, MIOAPATrU-
Basl MO/ TETUTHIMU MTOTIOHAMM, JIOIIA/IU-TSIKEJIOBO3bI, 3aMpsiKeH-
Hble B (pepmepckue noBo3ku. The station was deserted — the next
train was not expected until the evening. Ha Bok3ase 6bu10 6€3-
JIOTHO — CJIEAYIONIMH MOe3/1 0KUIAJICS JIUIIb BEYEPOM.

On the sidewalk in front of one of the shops sat a little Swedish
boy of about five years old, crying bitterly. Ha Tporyape nepen
OIHOH M3 JaBOK CUIET MAJEHBKUI IIBEACKUN MaJIbYMK JIET -
TH 1 ropbko 1akai. His long black fur coat made him look like
an old man. /InuHHONONAsA YepHas 1ryda Jesana ero moxoxum
Ha crapuyka. His brown flannel dress, shrunken from repeated
washing, revealed his stockinged legs in rough shoes with copper-
studded toes. KopuuneBoe iaHeneBoe 1miarbe, ceBliee OT MHO-
TOKPATHOUM CTUPKH, OTKPHIBAJIO OOTSIHYThIE UYJIKAMHU HOTHU B IPY-
ObIX OallMakax C IMomOUTHIMKA Meablo HockaMmu. From under his
cap, pulled down over his ears, peeked out his chapped nose and
cheeks, red from the cold. VI3-nox manku, HaTSHYTOM Ha YIIIH,
BBITVISI/IBIBATIM OOBETPEHHBbIE, KPACHBIE OT XOJIOfa HOC U IIEKH.
The few passers-by did not notice the quietly crying child, and



he did not dare stop anyone or go into the store and ask for
help - he only clasped his hands in the overly long sleeves and,
sobbing, lamented: HemHOrounciaeHHble MpoXoxue He 3aMeva-
JIM TUXO TUIAUyIIero pedeHKa, a OH He pelasicsi OCTAaHOBUTD KO-
ro-HUOY/Ib WM 32UTH B Mara3uH 1 NOMPOCUTH O MIOMOIIH — TOJTb-
KO CXKMMaJl pyKH B Yepecuyp AJUHHBIX PyKaBax W, BCXJIUMbIBAs,
TIPUYUTAL:

- Kitty, my little kitty is freezing! — Kuca, kuconbka mos 3a-
Mep3aeT!

At the top of a telegraph pole, a trembling gray kitten was
meowing pitifully, desperately clinging to it with its claws. Ha
BepIIMHE TeserpadHoro croiada, OTYassHHO BIIENMBIIUCH B HETO
KOI'TSIMH, XaJIOOHO MsyKaJ JAPOXKAIMUN cepblid KOTeHOK. The
older sister left the boy to wait at the store while she went to
the doctor, and in her absence the dog chased the kitten up the
pole. Crapiias cectpa ocTaBuja MajdbydKa kJIaTh Y MarasuHa,
MOKa cama ToILIA K JIOKTOPY, ¥ B €e OTCYTCTBHUE TeC 3arHaJl KO-
TeHka Ha cton0. Finding itself at such a height for the first time,
the little animal was frozen with terror, and its little owner was
completely confused in an unfamiliar place, completely different
from the farm he was used to. BriepBble 04yTHBIIIMCH Ha TaKOW
BBICOTE, 3BEPEK OLEINEHEes OT ykKaca, a ero MaJeHbKUI XO351H
COBCEM pacTepsuiCsl B HE3HAKOMOM MECTe, COBCEM HE MOXOKEM
Ha npuBbIuHYI0 emy pepmy. Here lived smart people with hearts
of stone, and the boy, out of timidity and embarrassment, wanted
to hide so that no one would laugh at him. 3nech xum Hapsaa-



HbIE JIIW C KAMEHHBIMH CepIlaMHi, U MAJIBYUKY OT POOOCTH U
CTECHEHHSI XOTEJIOCh CIIPSITAThCS, YTOOB HUKTO HAJl HUM HE TIO-
cmesuicst. However, now he was so unhappy that other people's
ridicule did not bother him. Bipouewm, ceiiuac oH ObUT Tak Hecya-
CTEH, YTO UyXUe HACMEIIKHU ero He 3a00THIIH.

At last a ray of hope appeared: Hakoner 3a0pe3:xu yd Ha-
nex bl the elder sister appeared in the street, and the boy rushed
towards her, stomping with her heavy boots. Ha ynune noka-
3aJ1ach CTapiiasi CecTpa, 1 MaJIbYUK OpOCWICS K HEW, IPOMBI-
xas TsokepiMu Oarvakamu. The tall, strong girl walked quickly
and confidently, like a person who knew exactly where she was
going and what she would do. Beicokasi, kperkasi eByIlKa Ima-
raja ObICTPO M YBEPEHHO, KaK YeJIOBEK, TOYHO 3HAIOIINM, KY-
Ja HampaBJisieTcss ¥ ITo Oyner nenartb. She was wearing a long
man's coat (which she wore quite naturally, like a young soldier)
and a round plush cap tied with a scarf. Ha He#t Obu1o 1ymH-
HOE MYKCKOE MaJbTO (KOTOpOe OHA HOCWJIA COBEPIIIEHHO ecTe-
CTBEHHO, CJIOBHO MOJIOZION COJIAAT) U KpyIJias IUIIoNIeBas I1ar-
Ka, noBsi3aHHas1 1iatkoM. Her clear blue eyes looked seriously
and thoughtfully into the distance, not seeing anything around,
and the boy had to pull his sister by the sleeve. fIcHbie cunue
IJ1a3a Cepbe3HO U 3ayMUMBO IJISI/IENU BAAJb, HE BUAS HUYETO
BOKPYT, 1 MAJIbYUKY MPUIILUIOCh TOTSHYTh CECTPY 3a pyKaB. She
stood rooted to the spot, awakened from her thoughts, and leaned
towards her tearful brother. Ona Bcrana kak BKornaHHasi, mpoOy-
JMBIIKCH OT IyM, U HAKJIOHWJIACh K 3allakaHHOMY Opary.



- Emil, what is wrong? — Dmuuib, uto %xe Thi? I told you to wait
in the store and not come out. {1 Benena Tebe KaaTh B Mara3uHe
v He BeixonuTh. What happened? Yto cinyuniocs?

“Sister, they kicked my kitty out, and the dog chased her over
there.” — CecTpruka, OHM BBIFHAJIM MOIO KUCY, a TEC 3arHajl ee
BOH Tyaa. — Pulling his hand out of his long sleeve, the boy
pointed to the post where the unfortunate creature was trembling.
— BeimpocrtaB pyKy W3 JJIMHHOTO pyKaBa, MaJIbuMK yKazajl Ha
CTOJIO, TJIe TPOXKAJIO HECUACTHOE CO3IAHUE.

— Ah, Emil, I warned you: — Ax, Dmuib, 51 Bellb npeaynpe-
*nana: you shouldn’t take her with you — it won’t end well! He Ha-
10 ee ¢ codoit Opath — 1006pom He koHuuTcs! Why did you even
beg me? 3aueM ToJbKO Thl MeHs ynpocui?. .. . However, I'm
not bad either. Bnpouem, u s xopoia. — Approaching the post,
Alexandra stretched out her arms and began to call the kitten, but
he only meowed pitifully, twitching his tail. — Ilomoias k cron-
Oy, AJlekcaHapa BHITSHYJIA PYKH U CTajia 3BaTh KOTEHKA, HO TOT
JMIIb KaJ0OHO MsIyKaJ, moaepruBasi XBocroM. — No, she won’t
get off herself, someone will have to take her down. — Her, cama
OHa He CJIe3eT, KOMY-TO Npuercs ee cHATh. I saw the Linstrums’
cart in town, I'll try to find Karl — maybe he can. {I Buaena B ropo-
ae moBo3Ky JInHcTpyMOB, onpoOyio passickath Kapria — Bapyr
OH cMoxeT. Just stop crying, otherwise I'm not going anywhere.
TonpKo mepecTanp I1aKkaTh, MHAYE 51 HUKY/A He noray. Where
is the scarf — did you forget it in the store? I'ne mapd — 3a0bu1
B MaraszuHe? Never mind, hold still, I'll wrap you up. He BaxHo,



MIOCTOM-Ka CMHUPHO, 51 TeOsI YKYTalo.

She took off her brown scarf and tied it around her brother's
neck. OHa cHsiia ¢ ceOs1 KOpUYHEBBIN TIATOK U MOBsI3ajia Opary
Ha 1ieto. At that moment, a shabby, puny traveling salesman came
out of the store on his way to the saloon and stood frozen, staring
with stupid admiration at Alexandra's uncovered hair - two thick,
shiny braids, arranged around her head in the German style, in a
cloud of reddish-straw curls that had escaped from her hairstyle.
B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 JIaBKM BHIIIIEI, HAMPABJISSICh B CATyH, 00Tpe-
MAHHBIN TIIEAYIIHBI KOMMUBOSIKED, 1A TaK U 3aMep, C DIyIbIM
BOCXMILIEHUEM YCTABUBILIMCH HAa HETIOKPbIThIE BOJIOCH AJIEKCaH-
Jpbl — IBE TOJICThIE ONECTSIINE KOCHI, YJI0KEHHBIE BOKPYT FOJIOBBI
Ha HEMEIIKWUI MaHep, B 0OJIaKe BBHIOMBIIMXCS U3 TIPHYECKU PhI-
’KeBaTO-COJIOMEHHBIX 3aBUTKOB. Taking a slobbered cigar from
his mouth, he exclaimed with innocent stupidity: BeiHyB 130 pra
OOCITIOHSIBJICHHYIO CUTapy, OH C HEBUHHOM IJTYTIOCTBIO BOCKJIMK-
HYJI:

- My God, girl, what hair you have! — bor moi1, aeByiiika, BOT
3TO BOJIOCHI Y Bac!

Alexandra bit her lower lip and gave him a furious look,
worthy of an Amazon, far too stern in the circumstances. 3a-
KYCHB HIKHIOIO TyOy, AJIeKcaHpa METHYJIa Ha HETO SIPOCTHBIN
B3IJIs1]1, JOCTOMHBIN aMa30HKH, YePECUyp CYPOBbIil B 3TUX 0OCTO-
sateabcTBaX. The salesman started in surprise, dropped his cigar
and hurried unsteadily into the saloon, driven by the icy wind.
OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU KOMMUBOSIKED B3/IPOTHYI, YPOHUJI CUrapy



¥ Ha HETBEP/IbIX HOTax MOCHEINI B CaTyH, OATOHSIEMBIH JIes-
HbIM BeTpoM. His timid advances had been met with resistance
before, but never so merciless. I panbliie ero poOkue 3aurpbiBa-
HMS BCTPEYasId OTHOP, HO HUKOI/IA — TAKOM Oe3KaJoCTHbIA. Now
he felt humiliated, deceived, used, and his hand trembled as he
raised the first glass of alcohol to his lips. Teneps oH uyBcTBOBaN
ceOs1 yHHKEHHbIM, OOMaHyThIM, UCIIOJIb30BAaHHBIM, U pyKa APO-
’aJja, MoJHOCA K TyOam NepBbIid cTakaH ropsantenbHoro. All day
long you walk from door to door, shivering in cold, smoky, dirty
carriages from one dreary little town to another... Is it such a sin
to feel like a man for even a moment when you see a beautiful
creature? LlesibIMM JHSAMU XOAUIIIb OT IBEPU K IBEPU, TPSICEILIbCS
B XOJIOJHBIX U MPOKYPEHHBIX I'PSA3HBIX BaroHaX OT OJHOTO yHBI-
JIOrO TOPOAIMIIKY K APYromy... Tako#l Jm 3TO rpex — npu BUJE
KPacHUBOro CO3aHus1 XOTh HA MTHOBEHHE OILLyTUTDb ce0st MYKUK-
HOu?

While the unfortunate traveling salesman was drowning his
sorrows, Alexandra hurried to the drugstore, hoping to find
Karl Linstrum there. IToka HecuyaCTHbII KOMMUBOSIKED 3alll-
BaJI CBOE MOTpsiceHHe, AJIeKcaH/Ipa MocHennia B anTeKky, pac-
cunThiBasg Haltu TaM Kapna Jluncrpyma. And sure enough, a
slender, narrow-shouldered youth of about fifteen stood at the
counter, leafing through the colored lithographs that the Hanover
pharmacist bought for ladies interested in porcelain painting. 1
TOYHO — CTPOUHBIN Y3KOIUIEYHIA IOHOIIA JIET MATHAALIATH CTOSUT Y
NPUJIaBKa, JIUCTas LIBETHbIE JIUTOrpauu, KOTOPbIE XaHOBEPCKUI



anTekapb 3aKynall Uisl JaM, YBJIEKaIMXcsl pocnuckio dapdo-
pa. Having listened to his friend's request, Karl went with her to
the telegraph pole, near which Emil was still sitting. Beiciymas
npockOy noapyru, Kapn ornpasusics BMecte ¢ Hell K Teserpad-
HOMY CTOJIOY, BO3JIe KOTOPOTO MO-TIPEKHEMY CUAET DMUTb.

“We’ll have to climb up.” — Ilpuaercs ne3ts HaBepx. “I think
there will be some spikes to put on our feet at the station.” Iy-
Maio, Ha CTAaHIIU HATy TCS IUTIbI, YTOOBI HA/IETh HA HOTHU. “Wait
here!” Xaure 3neco! “And Karl, putting his hands in his pockets,
ran off towards the north wind.” — U Kapn, cynyB pyku B Kap-
MaHbl, yOeKajl HaBCTpedy CeBEPHOMY BETPY.

Soon he returned, and Alexandra asked: Bckope on BepHyJics,
Y AJIEKCaH]Ipa CIIPOCUIIA:

- Where is your coat? — A rae *e TBOe najbTo?

“I left it at the drugstore — you can’t climb a pole in it anyway,”
Karl shrugged. — OctaBui B anTeke — Bce paBHO Ha CTOJIO B HEM
He ToJie3elnb, — noxan riedamu Kapn. “If 1 fall, catch me, Emil!”
— Ecim ynany — stoBu, DMuiib!

Alexandra watched her undressed friend with concern: Asnek-
CaHJpa C TPEeBOroH cieausa 3a pa3aereiM apyrom: If it was so
cold down there, what could we say about the heights? ecu yx
BHU3Y TaKOH MOpPO3, TO YTO TaM ToBOpUTh O BeicoTe. The Kitten
held on tightly, and Karl had to climb to the very top and unhook
it by force. KoteHnok aepxaincs kpenko, Kapiy npuiiioch Bie3Thb
Ha caMblil BepX U oTuenuTh ero cuior. Having descended, he
handed the rescued kitten to its crying owner and opened the



store door for him. CrycTUBIIKCH, OH BPy4YWJI CHACEHHOT'O TIa-
YyIlEMY XO35IMHY U OTKPBUI IIepel HUM JJBEPh MarasuHa.

- Go, Emil, warm up. — Crynai, Dmuib, norpeucs. Listen,
Alexandra, should I go with you? Ilocnymai, Anekcanapa, a He
noexats 1 MHe ¢ Bamu? I'll help you drive the horses. [Tomory
npaBuTh JomaapMu. It’s getting colder by the minute. Xononaer
¢ kax o munyTor. Have you consulted the doctor? Tel mocose-
TOBAJIACh C IOKTOpOoM?

- Yes, he’ll come tomorrow. — [la, 3aBtpa npuener. Only he
said that father won’t recover... Tosbko OH cka3aJi, 4To OTel yxe
HE MOMPaBUTCH. . .

Alexandra's lips trembled. I'yOb1 Aniekcanapsl gpoxkand. She
looked into the distance, gathering her strength to look into the
face of trouble that must be overcome despite the pain, and the
wind furiously fluttered the hem of her heavy coat. Ona cmoTpe-
JIa BIIaJib, COOUPAsCh C CUJIaMU, YTOOBI B3IJISIHYTh B JIAIIO Oefe,
KOTOPYIO HYKHO OJIOJIETh, HECMOTPSI HA 00JIb, U BETEpP SIPOCTHO
TpenaJjl MoJibl €€ TSAKEJIOro NajbTo.

Karl, a tall, fragile and pale youth with dark, thoughtful eyes
and reserved movements, remained sympathetically silent. Kaps,
BBICOKUI, XPYIKUIA U OJIEIHBIN I0HOIIIA C TEMHBIMH 32 TyMYHBbI-
MM I71a3aMU U CAEP)KaHHBIMU BUKEHUSIMU, COUYBCTBEHHO MOJI-
qaj. Loneliness was well known to him, and in the curve of his
mouth, too sensual for a man, bitterness and doubt were already
visible. OmuHOYECTBO OBUIO €MY XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMO, ¥ B U3ruode
€ro pra, CJIMILIKOM YyBCTBEHHOTO JJIs MYKUUHBI, YK€ YUTAIUCh



ropedb U COMHEHHSI.

For a while the friends stood silently at the windy crossroads,
like two lost travelers. Hekotopoe BpeMsi Apy3bsi MOJTYA CTOSUIA
Ha BETPEHOM TepeKpecTKe, CJIOBHO JIBa 3a0JyIUBIIUXCS MyTe-
mectBeHHUKa. Finally, Karl spoke: Hakonen Kapn nporosopuit:

- I'll go get your harness ready. — Iloiigy nmoarotToBmo TBOO
VIIPSIKKY.

Left alone, Alexandra went into the store to warm up before
the long, cold journey and ask for her purchases to be packed
in egg crates. OcTaBUIMCh OflHA, AJIEKCaHIpa 3alula B Mara-
3UH — MOTPEThCsl Mepe]] JOJATOM XOJIOIHOW JOPOrord M MOMpPO-
CUTb 3aIaKOBATh MOKYIKU B SAMKU U3-1107 sivil. Emil was sitting
on the stairs leading up to the carpet and ready-made clothing
department and was playing with a girl who was trying to make
a cap out of a handkerchief on a kitten’s head. Dmunb cugen Ha
JIECTHULIE, Be/lylllel HaBepX, B OT/IENI KOBPOB M TOTOBOTO IJIaThs,
U Wrpaj ¢ JIEBOYKOW, KOTOPAsl MbITAJIACh COOPYIUTH HA TOJIOBE
y KOTEHKa yerel U3 HocoBoro Iuiatka. It was Marie Tovesky,
a little Czech girl who had come with her mother from Omaha
to visit her uncle, Joe Tovesky. 1o 6pi1a Mapu ToBecku, mMa-
JIeHbKasl YellKka, Mprexasiiasi ¢ Marepbio 13 OMaxu B rocTu K
nane, ko Toeckn. Dark-skinned, with dark, doll-like curls and
smiling scarlet lips, she attracted attention with her unusual eyes:
Cmyrnasi, ¢ TEeMHBIMU KYKOJIbHBIMU KY/APSIIIKAMU U YJIbIOUKBBI-
MU aJbIMU TyOKaMH, OHa TIpUBJIEKaTa BHUMaHHE HEOOBIYHBIMU
rnazamu: brown with yellow spots, they resembled gems - either



aventurine or Colorado tiger’s eye. Kapue ¢ *KeITbIMU MSATHBIIII-
KaMU, OHU HATlOMUHAJIM CaMOILIBEThl — HE TO aBaHTIOPHUH, HE TO
KOJIOPA/ICKMI TUTPOBBIN IJ1a3.

Children in these parts usually wore ankle-length dresses, and
Marie, a city child, looked like she had stepped out of a Kate
Greenaway drawing: JleT! B 3THX Kpasix 0OBIYHO HOCHJIM TUIAThSI
JUIMHOM JI0 IIWKOJIOTKH, a Mapu, TopojicKoii peOeHOK, CJIOBHO
coiita ¢ pucynka Keit I'punysii: She wore a red cashmere dress
with a high waist and a wide, gathered hem that reached almost
to the floor. Ha Hell OBIJIO KpacHOE KalIeMUPOBOE TUIAThE C 3a-
BBIIIIEHHOW TaJIUEeN U NIMPOKUM HACOOPEHHBIM TO0JIOM JJTUHON
noutu 10 nosia. Combined with a bonnet, this turned her into
a miniature version of a lady from a bygone era. B coueranuun
C KaropoM 3TO IMPEBPAILaIoO €€ B MUHUATIOPHYIO KOIHUIO AaMbl
npouuior snoxu. A white fur cape covered her shoulders, and
the girl graciously allowed an admiring Emile to touch it. ITneun
yKpbiBajia Oejasi MexoBasi TIeJIepUHKA, ¥ IeBOYKA OJ1arOCKJIOHHO
NO3BOJIsUIa BOCXUIIIEHHOMY DMUIIIO €€ TPOrarTh.

Alexandra did not have the heart to separate her brother from
such a beautiful friend, and the children continued to tease the
kitten until Joe Tovesky entered the store noisily and sat Marie on
his shoulders so that everyone could admire her. Anekcanape He
XBaTUJIO IyXy pa3ayuyuTh Oparta c TAKON KPaCUBOU MOAPYKKOU, 1
JEeTY MPOJOJKaJIY IPa3HUTh KOTEHKA, TIOKAa B Mara3uH € IIyMOM
He Boren JIxxo ToBecku u He ycaaun Mapu ceOe Ha IUieuH, 9To-
ObI BCce MOTIJIH Ha Hee momo0oBathes. Joe himself had only boys,



and he adored his little niece. ¥ camoro JI>xo0 ObUIM OJHU MaJlb-
YHIIKHY, ¥ OH 0003KaJ1 MasieHbKYIO TuieMstHHuUIly. The friends who
had gathered around - tanned, mustachioed farmers smelling of
alcohol and tobacco - showered compliments and teased the girl,
and she good-naturedly, without offense, accepted their jokes.
CoOpasiviecst BOKpYT MPHSATENN — 3aropeJible ycaTbie (pepMephbl,
IponaxIiinue ajJKorojaeM v TabakoM, — ChIlajii KOMIUIMMEHTaMU 1
NO/IAPA3HUBAIIH JIEBOYKY, a Ta IOOPOLYIIHO, 6€3 0OU/Ibl TPUHU-
Masia ux myTtku. Everyone was delighted with her: Bee 6bu11 ot
Hee B Boctopre: you rarely see such a beautiful and well-behaved
child. peaxo yBuaMIIb TAaKOrO KPacMBOTO U BOCHMTAHHOIO pe-
Oenka. Having declared that it was time for Marie to choose a
sweetheart, the men tried to outdo each other with promises and
described all sorts of sweets, pink piglets and spotted calves that
she will receive. 3asBuB, ytro Mapu nopa BeIOpaTh cede MIUJIOTO,
MY’KUMHBI ITBITAIMCh NIEPELLEroIATh APYT Ipyra ocylaMu U pac-
MUCHIBAJIM BCSIYECKUE CIIaJOCTH, PO30BBIX OPOCST U MSTHUCTHIX
TeJAT, KOTOpbIX oHa nonyuuT. She glanced at the applicants with
a sly smile, gently ran her finger along her uncle’s stubbled chin
and declared: Ta ¢ nmykaBoil yJIbIOKON OKMHYJA B3IJISIOM IIpe-
TEHJIEHTOB, HEKHO MPOBEJIa MaJbUYUKOM MO IIETUHUCTOMY TOJI-
OOpOAKY JsAM U 3asIBIIA:

- Here is my darling! — Bor Moy mubii!

Everyone burst out laughing, and Joe hugged her so tightly
that the girl screamed: Bce pacxoxoranuch, a [0 Tak Kperko
ee OOHSUI, 4TO IeBOYKA 3aKpHhyasia:



- Stop it, Uncle Joe! — Iepectans, asaas dxo! It hurts! Mue
60BbHO !

The girl's friends showered her with candied nuts, toffees,
and homemade lollipops, and she gratefully kissed each
one on the cheek, although she did not like farm sweets,
preferring chocolates. [TpusiTenn 3acpinanm AeBOUKY 3acaxapeH-
HBIMU OpELIKaMH, UPUCKAMH, CAMOJIEJIbHBIMU JIEICHIIAMY, U OHA
¢ 6rarogapHOCTHIO MOIEIOBaIA KaskKA0TO B IIEKY, XOTs He JII0OU-
Ja pepMepcKue CaaioCcTy, TPEANnoYnTasi IMOKOJIaHbIe KOHpe-
Tbl. Maybe that's why she remembered Emil and ordered: Moxer
OBbITh, IMEHHO MTOTOMY OHA BCTIOMHMJIa 00 DMMUJIe U Besena:

- Let me go, Uncle Joe, I want to treat the nice boy we met. —
Otnyctu MeHs, asaas ko, s Xo4y yTOCTUTh MUJIOTO MaJIbUMKa,
C KOTOPbIM MBI [TO3HAKOMUJIUCb.

Marie's excited admirers surrounded the children in a ring and
began to tease Emil until he, completely embarrassed, buried
his face in his sister's skirts. PazropsiuenHbie nokjoHHuku Ma-
pU OKPYKUJIM JIeTeid KOJIBLIOM M MPUHSUTUCH APA3HUTh DMUJIS,
MOKa OH, BKOHEI| CMYyTHUBIIIKCh, HE YTKHYJICS B I00KH CECTpHI.
Alexandra complained that he was behaving like a little boy.
AJekcaHpa oceToBasa, YTo OH BeIeT ceOsl Kak MaJIeHbKUH.

The farmers were already preparing to leave: ®depmepb
y’Ke TOTOBWJIMCh K OThe3ny: the women were checking their
purchases and wrapping themselves in red shawls, the men were
buying tobacco and sweets with their remaining money, boasting
to each other about their new shoes, gloves and blue flannel



shirts. *eHIIMHBI TPOBEPSUIA MOKYNKU U YKYTHIBAJIUCh B Kpac-
HbIE IT1aJTH, MYKYMHBI TIOKYTIAJIM TaOaK U CJIaJJOCTU Ha OCTABIIIH-
ecsl JICHbI'M, XBACTasiCh JAPYT Tepell IPyroM HOBBIMH OalliMaka-
MU, MepyaTkaMy U cuHUMH hraHesieBbiMu pyOaimkamu. Three
tall Czechs, smacking their lips loudly, were drinking from flasks
a strong liquor with cinnamon oil, considered a sure remedy
for the cold. Tpoe pocibIx 4eXoB, IIyMHO MPUYMOKHBAS, TN
u3 IsIKEK KPerkoe CIMPTHOE C MaC/IOM KOPHIIbI, CYATABIIIEE-
cs1 BEPHBIM CpelICTBOM OT xojiofa. Their voices drowned out all
other noise, and the whole room was filled with animated Czech
speech, as well as tobacco smoke, the smell of wet wool and
kerosene. Mx ronoca nepekpbiBaji MPOYMI IIyM, U BCE TIOMe-
IIEHUE TOJTHUJIOCh OKMBJIEHHOM YEIICKOW PeyYblo, a TaKXKe Ta-
OGaYHBIM JIBIMOM, 3allaXaMHl MOKPOWU IIePCTU W KEPOCHHA.

Karl entered wearing a coat, carrying a wooden chest with a
copper handle. Bomen Kapn B nanbsro, Hecsl IEpeBsIHHbINA CyH-
JYYOK C MEHON PYUKOM.

“Come on, I've fed and watered your horses,” he said to
Alexandra. — IoiieM, 1 HAKOPMUJT ¥ HATIOWJT TBOUX JIOIIAIE, —
ckazai oH Anekcanape. “The cart is ready.” — [ToBo3ka rorosa.

Karl carried Emil out in his arms and placed him in a pile of
hay on the cart. Kapn Ha pykax BeIHEC DMWIA U YCTPOUJI €T0 B
Kyde ceHa Ha noBo3ke. The boy was drowsy from the heat, but
he still held the kitten tightly. OT Teruia majibunka pa3mMopusIo, u
BCE JKe KOTEHKA OH JIepKasl KPErKo.

“You're terribly kind, Karl, you climbed in and took my kitty,”



he muttered sleepily. — TbI yxacHo noOpsIii, Kapi, 3ane3 u cHsit
MOIO KHCY, — COHHO rpoOopmota oH. “When I grow up, I'll also
help little boys with kittens.” — Korna s Beipacty, Toxe Oyay mo-
MOTaTh MaJIEHbKUM MaJIb4YMKaM C KOTSATAMHU.

Before the wagon had crested the first hill, Emil and his kitten
were fast asleep. He ycnena noBo3ka mepeBajuTh 3a MEpBbIid
XOJIM, KaK DMWIb U €r0 KOTEHOK Yyke Kpenko craiu. The winter
day was fading, although it was not yet five o'clock. 3umuuit
JeHb 3aTyXaJl, XOTs He ObUIO eme W mATh JacoB. The road led
southwest, where a strip of pale, watery light glimmered on the
leaden-gray horizon, illuminating two sad young faces - a girl
looking to the future with pain and confusion, and a young man
whose joyless gaze seemed already directed to the past. Jopo-
ra Beja Ha 10ro-3amnaJi, rje Ha CBUHIIOBO-CEPOM FOPU30HTE Mep-
Hana mnojoca OJIeIHOro, BOASHICTOTO CBETa, OCBEIas JBa Iie-
YaJIbHBIX MOJIOABIX JIMIA — JIEBYIIKH, C OOJIbI0 M PACTEPSIHHO-
CTBIO TJIsASAIIEH B Oynylee, U I0HOIIM, Yell HeBECe bl BIIJISI,
Ka3aJioch, yxe ycTpemieH B npoiwioe. The town behind them
dissolved like a mirage, lost among the hills, and the harsh, frosty
prairie opened its arms to the travelers. ['opogok 3a ux crnmHa-
MU PacTBOPUJICS, CJIOBHO MHPAX, 3aTEPSUICS CPeu XOJIMOB, U
CypOBasi MOpPO3Hasi ITpepurst PACKphljia IyTHUKAM CBOH OOBSITHSI.
Many miles lay between the rare farms. Mexny peakumu dep-
Mamu nposierajiu MHorve muii. Here and there on the horizon
rose lonely windmills, and sod-roofed houses hid in the hollows.
Ha ropusoHTe TO TyT, TO TaM BO3BBIIIATINCH OIMHOKKE BETPSIHbIE



MEJTBHUIIBI, @ KPHITHIE IEPHOM JIOMUIIIKY MPSITATIMCH B JIONMHAX.
The boundless land stifled with its grandeur the pitiful shoots
of human civilization, trying to break through in the gloomy
expanses. beckpaiiHsist 3emJisi AyIIUIa CBOUM BEJIMUUEM KaJIK1e
POCTKM YeJIOBEUECKOU IMBUJIM3AIINY, THITABIIUECS MPOOUTHCS
Ha yrpoMsbix npoctopax. It was this that forced the young man's
lips to twist bitterly at the thought of how insignificant were
man's attempts to leave at least some trace on this land, which
preferred to cherish in solitude its cruel power and its peculiar,
wild, infinitely sad beauty. IMeHHO oHa BBIHYX/AaJ1a TyObl IOHO-
M1 TOPbKO KPUBUTHCS TIPU MBICJH O TOM, HACKOJIKO HUYTOXHBI
TIOTIBITKY YeJIOBEKA OCTABUTh XOTh KAKOW-TO CJIe]l Ha TOW 3eM-
Jie, IPEANOYUTAIONIeN B OJJMTHOUYECTBE JIeIesTh KECTOKYIO MOIIIb
¥ CBOCOOBIUHYIO, TUKYI0, OECKOHEYHO MeYaIbHYI0 KPacoTy.

The cart shook along the icy track. IToBo3ka Tpsicnace no Jje-
nsHon kosiee. The friends were, contrary to usual, silent, as if
frost had frozen their hearts. [Ipy3bsi ObuTH, IPOTUB OOBIKHOBE-
HUS1, MOJTYQJIMBBI, CJIOBHO MOPO3 CKOBAJI UX Cepaua.

“Did Lou and Oscar go get firewood?” — JIy u Ockap noexaiu
3a npoBamu? — Karl finally asked. — nakoner cipocui Kapi.

— Yes. — la. I almost regret letting him go — it’s so cold.
[Toutn xaine, YTo OTIYCTWJIA — OYEHb Yk XOJoxHO. But my
mother can’t find a place for herself when the firewood supply
is running low. Ho matps MecTta ceGe He HAXOOUT, KOT/ia 3arachl
JpOB NOAXOAAT K KOHITY. — Alexandra pushed her hair back from
her forehead and sighed. — Aniekcanpa oTKUHYI A BOJIOCH CO JIOA



u B30xHyna. — I can’t imagine what will happen to us, Karl, if
my father dies. — He npeacrasisito, uto ¢ Hamu cranercs, Kapo,
eciu oten ymper. I'm afraid to even think about it. [Taxxe q1ymatb
6o1ock. It would be better if we left with him. Jlyure 61 Ham
YUTH BMECTE C HUM.

Ahead of them a Norwegian cemetery appeared, overgrown
with withered grass, beyond which one could not even discern the
fence. Briepeau nmokazanoch HOpBEXKCKOe KIaA0MIle, 3apociiee
MOXKYXJION TPaBOii, 32 KOTOPOH Jjake He pa3inuuTh orpaasl. Karl
saw that Alexandra needed support, but what can one say? Kapn
BUjIeN, YTO AJIeKcaHapa HyXAaeTcs B MOMJIEPXKKE, a 4TO TYT
CKaxellb?

“Of course,” she continued, controlling the trembling in her
voice, “the boys are strong and work hard, but we have always
relied on our father so much that now I can’t imagine how to
live on.” — KoneuHo, — mpojio/ikaja oHa, COBJIaIaB C APOKbIO B
rojioce, — MaJbYMKU CUJIbHBIE U YIOPHO TPYASTCS, TOJBKO MBI
BCer/a Tak I0Jarajuch Ha OTIa, YTO Tenepb sl He MPEACTABIIAI0,
Kak JKUTh qaibine. As if there was no point. Byiro Ob1 v He3a4yeMm.

- Does your father understand? — A oteil noHumaer?

— I think so. — Iymaro, na. He lies around all day and counts on
his fingers — trying to figure out what he will leave us. Llenbivu
JHSMU JISKUT U CUYMTAET HA TAIbIAX — MBITAETCS MOHSTH, UTO
Ham octaBuT. He is consoled by the fact that my chickens lay eggs
even in the frost and this gives us a small income. Ero yremaer,
YTO MOM KYypPbl HECYTCSI JIake B MOPO3 U 3TO AT HaM HeOOJTBIION



noxof. I would like to distract my father from such thoughts, but
now I have almost no time left to spend with him. OTtBnekars
Obl OTLIA OT TAKUX MBICIIEH, []a TOJIbKO ceivac y MeHs IOYTH He
OCTaeTCsl BpEMEHH, YTOObI MOOBITH C HUM.

— Do you think it would amuse him if I brought my magic
lantern? — I[To-TBOEMY, €ro pa3BJeyeT, ECIH 51 IPUHECY CBOM BOJI-
11eOHbIi (poHaph?

Alexandra perked up. Anekcanapa 0XKUBHJIACh.

- Ah, Karl, did you really buy it? — Ax, Kapiu, Heyxenu 1ol
€ro Kynwi?

- Yes, it’s lying in the straw — did you notice the box? — [1a, nie-
KUT B cojloMe — He 3ameTuiia stk ? I've been checking it at the
pharmacy all morning, it works perfectly — it shows big, beautiful
pictures. Bce yTpo mpoBepsist B anteke, padoTaeT MpeBOCXOJHO
— MOKa3bIBaeT OOJIBIIINE KPACUBbIE KAPTUHKHU.

- Which ones? — Kakue?

— Hunting scenes in Germany and funny stories with Robinson
Crusoe and cannibals. — Crensl oxothl B ['epmManuu u cmern-
Hble clokeTbl ¢ Poounzonom Kpy3o n kananbanamu. And I also
want to paint several glass plates based on Andersen’s fairy tales
myself. A ele s Xouy cam pacnucaTh HECKOJIBKO CTEKJISTHHBIX
IJTACTMHOK IO CKa3kam AHJIepceHa.

Alexandra perked up. Anekcanapa npuodonpuiack. Those
who had to grow up early still retain a lot of childishness. B Tex,
KOMY TPUIIUIOCH PAHO TIOB3POCIIETh, OCTAETCSI HEMAJIO AETCKOTO.

— Be sure to bring them, Karl! — O6s3atensHO npuHOcH, Kapin!



I can’t wait to see them, and my father will surely be delighted.
He tepnmtcst mocMoTpeTsh, U OTel] HaBepHsika oOpamyercs. The
pictures are in color, aren’t they? Kaprunku Beap setHsie? Then
he’ll definitely like them — he loves the calendars I bring from
the city. Toraa emy TOYHO MOHPABUTCS — OH JIIOOUT KaJleHAApH,
KOTOpBbIE 51 MPUBOXKY U3 ropoza. It’s a pity there aren’t many of
them... It’s time for you to turn in here, right? Kanb, ux HeMHO-
ro... Tebe Beap mopa 31ech cBepHyTh? Thanks for keeping me
company. Criacu60, 4TO COCTaBHJI KOMITAHHUIO.

Karl pulled on the reins and looked doubtfully at the black
sky. Kapi HaTsiHy/1 TOBO/IbSI M C COMHEHHEM MTOCMOTPEI B UEpHOE
HeOo.

— It’s already completely dark. — Yxe coBcem cremueno. The
horses will, of course, find their way home, but I'll light a lantern
—maybe you’ll find it useful. Jlomaau, KOHEYHO, HAMYT JOPOTY
JIOMOWM, HO 3aKTy-Ka s poHaph — BAPYT TeOe MPUTOANUTCS.

He climbed into the cart and, covering his head with his coat,
began to light a fire. On 3a0pajicsi B MOBO3KY U, C TOJIOBOM Ha-
KPBIBIIMCh MAJIbTO, MPUHSIICA pazkurarb orob. On the tenth
try, the lantern lit up, and Karl placed it in front of Alexandra,
covering it with a blanket so that the light would not blind her.
C mecarou nonelTky (poHAph 3aropescs, u Kapn npumoctun ero
niepe]; AJIeKCaHAPOU, PUKPBIB OZIESTIOM, YTOOBI CBET HE CIICTIHIL.

— Wait, I'll find my box... Here it is. — Iloronu, Haiiy cBOWt
SMMK. .. A BOT 4 oH. Good night, Alexandra! CriokoiiHOM HOYH,
Aunekcanapa! Try not to worry. [Tocrapaiicst He TPeBOKHUTBCA. —



With these words, Karl jumped to the ground and ran across the
fields to the Linstrums' farm. — C 3tumu cinoBamu Kapa cripbir-
HYJI Ha 3eMJII0 U noOeskaul yepes noins K (pepme JIMHCTpyMOB. —
Hey-hey! — Dre-reit!. .. . — he shouted goodbye and disappeared
behind a hill into a sandy hollow, and the wind echoed and
howled in response. — KpMKHYJI OH Ha MPOUIAHbE U CKPbUICS 32
XOJIMOM B MECYaHOH JIOIIMHE, a BETEP 9XOM 3aBbLJ1 MY B OTBET.

Alexandra continued on her way alone. Anekcanapa npojos-
kwia myTh B oguHOuYKy. The howling wind drowned out the
sound of the wheels, and only the light from the lantern, firmly
planted between her legs, marked the movement of the carriage
further and further into the darkness. Boit BeTpa 3arnyiman cryk
KOJIeC, ¥ JIMIIb CBEeT (hOHAPsI, TTPOYHO CTOSIIEro y Hee MEexXIy
HOT', OTMeYaJl JBMKEHUE MOBO3KHU BCE JIAIbIIIe U JIAJIbIIE B TEM-
HOTY.

II

On one of the hills in the middle of the windy wasteland,
there was a low log house where John Bergson was dying.
Ha ogHOM 13 X0/IMOB NOCpeiy BETPEHOM MyCTOIIN TPUMOCTHII-
Cs1 HEBBICOKMI OpeBeHYATHIN oM, Te ymupai [kon BeprcoH.
The Bergson farm was easier to find than others - it towered
over a shallow, muddy stream, the Norwegian Channel, which
sometimes flowed, sometimes stood as a pond at the bottom
of a winding gorge with steep, rapid slopes overgrown with
bushes, poplars and dwarf ash trees. ®epmy beprcoHoB Haii-



TH OBLIO TPOIIE JPYTMX — OHA BO3BBIINIAIACH HAJl MEIKOBOTHOM
MYTHOU pedymKkour, HopBekckor IMpOTOKOM, KOTOpast TO TEK-
Jla, TO CTOsIIa MPYJOM Ha JHE W3BUJIMCTOrO YILENbsl C KPYThl-
MU MTOPOXKUCTBIMU CKJIOHAMH, 3apOCIIMMHU KyCTapHUKOM, TOIO-
JSIMU 1 KapiukoBbiMU siceHsIMU. The stream distinguished the
surrounding farms from others hidden in the lowlands in the
middle of the wasteland. Peuyiika Bbinensiia okpecTHbie ep-
MBI CPEJM MPOYMX, MPAUYIIMXCS B HU3UHAX MTOCPEAN ITYCTOILH.
The usual housing in these parts are dugouts that merge with
the turf from which they grew. O0bIuHOE XWJIbe B 9THX Kpasix —
3eMJISIHKH, CIMBAIOLIUECS C IEPHOM, U3 KOTOPOro Beipociu. The
roads leading to them are barely visible in the thick grass, the
fields cultivated by human hands are lost against its background,
and the tracks cut by the plow are no deeper than the pathetic
scratches left on the walls of the caves by prehistoric people, or
maybe glaciers. Begymue k HUM JOporu e/iBa pa3inyuMsl B I'y-
CTOU TpaBe, 00pabOTaHHbIEC YEJIOBEUECKOW PYKOM TOJISI TEPSIIOT-
csl Ha ee (poHe, ¥ MPOpe3aHHbIe TUTYTOM ClIebl — He TIIyOxe Tex
’KaJIKUX 1[aparyH, YTO OCTaBUJIM Ha CTEHAX Melep AOMCTOpruYe-
CKHeE JIIO[U, & MOXET ObITb, JIEJHUKH.

For eleven long years, Bergson left almost no trace on the wild
land he came to conquer. 3a oquHHAagUATh JONTUX JeT beprcon
NOYTH HE OCTaBUJI OTIEYATKa Ha JUKOH 3eMJie, KOTOPYIO IIpuexal
nokopsThk. It retained its unbridled nature, and no one was able
to unravel the riddle of its fury. Ona coxpanwia cBoii He0Oy3-
JAHHBII HPaB, U HUKTO HE CyMeJl pasrafarh 3arajiky ee sipocTH.



The spirit of the place was hostile to people and brought only
failures. Jlyx mecta ObU1 BpaxxaeOeH K JIOISIM U IIPUHOCUIT OJTHH
Heynauu. The sick man reflected on this, resting after a visit from
the doctor whom Alexandra had invited from the city the day
before. O6 3TOM pa3MBIILIsIT OOJBHOM, OTIBIXAs IMOCJIE BU3MTA
Bpaua, KOTOPOro HaKaHyHe MpUIJIacuiia U3 ropoaa AJieKcaHapa.
Outside the window, the invariably gray, dismal spaces stretched
out. 32 OKHOM pPACCTHJIAIMCh HEM3MEHHO CEpble YHBUIbIE MPO-
crpaHctBa. Bergson knew every hill, every lowland from here to
the horizon. beprcoH 3Has Kaxaplid XOIM, Kak/ayl0 HU3UHY OT-
ciofga u jo ropusoHrta. To the south lay its plowed fields, to the
east - stables, a corral for cattle, a pond, and beyond that - grass,
grass, grass. K 1ory nexanu ero pacraxanHble TMoJisl, K BOCTOKY
— KOHIOIIIHY, 3aroH [IJIs1 CKOTa, TpYy[, a 32 HUM — TpaBa, TPapa,
TpaBa.
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