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becos mup

Mro#i MOJIOYHOH 3a7TUT MUP,
3710€ 9TO-TO OH TawT.
ITpuspakoB, MyTaHTOB aza,
Bripouem, 1 uHBIX (paHATOB.

Kpsixts or 60mu B 00Ky, Halll Tepoi MPUIOTHSIICS U TIOTPSIC
rOJIOBOW, & MIHOBEHHUE CITyCTsI OH CTOsI Ha OfiHOM KosieHe. U
JIMIIb TOJIBKO TOCJIe 3TOrO CHavasa MPUOTKPBLI ClIErKa MpaBblii
J1a3, TIOC/ie ¥ BOBCE IMIMPOKO OTKPbUT 00a. Terneps MOTHOCTHIO
BBIIPSIMUBLIKCH, OH OIJISIIBIBAJICS TIO CTOPOHAM,

0003prMoe  BrevaT/Isio. Mup, Oyaro moteps Kpacku. [lo
KparHeu Mepe, eMy, Tak MoKa3aaoch.

[loroMy Kak BCKOpe yOajJoCh pasmsiieTb, Cpeau TEMHON
JIMCTBBI JEPEBbEB, UTO CTOSUIM MO MPABYIO PYKY, 3€JIEHb.

[MonbITKa cAenaTh HECKOIBKO 1IAroB, YCIIEXOM He YBEHUYaIaCh.
Ero nonecno B cropony. CHOBa yracTh, He Aajl CTapblii U KOe-
I7ie IpopKaBeBIIMi oTOOMHUK. Kpaem rasa mo JieByio pyKy oH
3aMETHJI CepyI0 TPOMAIMHY CKaJIbl, YXOISAIIYIO B HE0O, IIBET KO-
TOPOro He MHOTMM YCTyMaJ eil.



— Yeépr. I'ne 517 — BceE eni€ Hu Bepsi CBOMM IJ1a3aM, OH IPO-
JOJIKAJI, O3UPAThCS.

U cnenaB HECKOJIBKO IIIAroB, OH TOJBKO Celvac 3aMeTHJI OT-
CYTCTBHE Ha HOrax OOyBH.

— Mua!!!! — OH cHOBa BCKpPUKHY!I.

Honro oOmapuBaTh TEMHO-Cepblid acaibT HE IMPUIILIOCH.
Crierka motpénanHasi oOyBKa Jiexkasia He JaJIeKOo, BCero B mape
MeTpax. PagocTs BiepeMeniky ¢ OT4astHUEM OH OITHJI Cpas3y
J0OpaBIIUCh 10 00YBH, U TSKEJIO B3I0XHYB JIOBKO BEpHYJI €€ Ha
3aKOHHOE MECTO.

Teneps He criela mapKas Taro4ykamu, OH IIPOLLEN eLIE OKOJIO
JBYX COTEH METPOB. A MATHIO JECATKAMU METPOB paHee, 110cce
PE3KO MOBEPHYJIO, BIIpaBo. M mapeHb OCTaHOBUJICS Y BBICOKOM
apKH, BRIPYOJIIEHHOTO B CKaJie TOHHEs1. TEMHBIN KOpuI0p He ObLT
IIyOOK, M 1O Ty CTOPOHY ObIa BUIHA Ta K€ KapTHUHKA UYTO M 3a
CIMHOU. 3a UCKJIIOYEHNEM, KAKOr0 TO, 3HAKA.

B ouepenHoll pa3 TsKeNo B3I0OXHYB, OH He Oe3 Hapacralollie-
ro yxaca Bou€en Bo TeMy. He omisaapiBasch mapkan BOepen, U
TaKk HaBepHOE ObI M MPOIIEN CKBO3b ThMY, HO 3alETTUBIIICH 000
YTO-TO, CHOTKHYJICSI, M IPAKTUYECKU TUIAIIMS, YTl Ha acaibT.
TbMy TOHHEJISI OIJIACKIIA KPUKH, TO €CTh KOHEYHO K€, BCEro Ha
BCEro BO3IJIACHI, CUMBOJIU3UPYIOIIUE OOJb.

OH cHOBa OKa3aJcs MATOM TOYKOU Ha ac(abTe, TOJIBKO Te-



Triepb BBIXOJ] OBLJT 32 €r0 CITMHOM.

«[Ipeamer», 06 KOTOPBIT OH CIIOTKHYJICSI, BHE3AITHO 3/1aJ1 TU-
XUH 3BYK, HATOMUHAIOIINN KEHCKUI BCXJIUI, a MOCJIE U BOBCE C
y’KacoM IMPOU3HEC:

— Kto 3n€ech?

[NosiBUBIIIMECA MYpAIIKUA OT HAJBUTAIOIIETOCs yKaca nmpona-
JIV, ¥ TIAPHUIIIKA pa3iisijien Oyaroiapst TyCKJIOMY CBETY, UTO HIENT
OT BBIXOJIA, IeBUYbM ovepTaHusi. He cMor b pa3oOparh mBeT
€€ BOJIOC.

—I'ne a7 Kto 3necs? — CHOBa MOCIIBIIIAJICS JIEBUYHN TOJIOC.

['ne-To cekyH1 TpUALIATh MAPEHb HE 3HAJ, YTO CKa3aTh, HO CO-
OpaBILIKCh C AYXOM U MOTHpas yIIMOJIEHHOEe MECTO MPUOIN3UB-
IIUCh K HEU, MPOU3HEC:

— Xopomuii Boripoc! I MHe Obl 3TO XOTENOCh Y3HATh.

— To ectb!? — HenoymeHHO cipocuia oHa.

— A, 10 ¥ ectb! — Ilomoras eByIlKe BCTaTh, IPOU3HEC Ia-
peHb. — Tebs kak 30ByT?

— Kpecra. — BriaaeiBasace B CTOPOHY BBIXOJA, ITPOU3HECTIA
JEBYIIKA.

— A Ierp.



HoBele 3HaKoMbIe, 00a Mapkasi TaroyKkaMu, MOKUHYJIN TOH-
Heulb. JleBylika OTBJIEKJIACh Ha IIOPOX, U3 TOTO MeCTa KOTOPBIM
OHM TOJIBKO MOKUHYJIU, HO IO MHEPIIUU MTPOAOJIKAIA UJITH, CMOT-
psi BO TbMy TOHHeNsl. Cue miecTBue ObLIO BHE3AIHO MPEPBaHO.
HeByiika ynépiace B civHy Ilerpa:

— Yro Takoe?! — Bo3myTuiack oHa.
— A, na Het, HU 4ero ocoOeHHoro. [Ipocto, 4To-TO MHE 3TO
HAITOMUHAET.

JleBy1IKa BhIIILIa U3-3a €r0 CIIMHBI, Kak OKa3aiock, [lerpa o3a-
Jla4unJ1 JOPOKHBIM 3HaK. OHa 3aMHTEPECOBAHO, YyTh HAKJIOHWIIA
(o xomaysn) rojosy. M B 3T0T MOMEHT 3a UX CIIMHAMU HU C TO-
IO HE C CEro Mpo3ByYasl MYKCKOH TOJIOC:

— Kro #m Oynp 3HaeT rae Mbi? — OT HeoxuaanHocTH [1ETp
¢ Kpecroii noanpeirayim.

MuHyTy, He pelmasch MOCMOTPETh Ha3all, OHU BCE ke MeJ-
JieHHO noBepHyJMch. OT cepaua cHoBa omiento. CTpallHoro Tam
H1uero He ObU10. Hy, MOXkeT camylo KarenbKy. 32 HUMH CTOSUT
BBICOKMH C CWJIBHO YIMBJIEHHBIM JIMIIOM YEPHOKOKUY MAPEHb.

— 3oBure meHs Jxek. — Cka3a oH.
— Ilers.
— A Kpecra.



Tenepb BcsA TpoMIa BHOBb CMOTpEJIa HA JOPOXKHBIN 3HaK. [le-
TS, MOTHYB rosioBol. I1oT€p nepeHocuily 1 NOnbITAICA HOIOUTH
6mke K 3Haky. Ho czienaB 1mar, moHsi1, 4To ero Jepkar 3a pyky.
Oo6epHyBIIUCH, OH YBHUJEN, Kak KpecTa, ¢ BeIpaskeHueM TUXOTro
y’kaca BUENWIACh EMY B PYKY.

— MoxeT, OTITyCTHIIIb?
— A, 4TO, KOHEYHO! — BcC€ ¢ TeM ke JMIIOM MPOU3HECTA
JEBYIIKA, HO OTIYCTWIA PYKY JIUIIb Napy CEKYHJ, CITyCTSI.

OcBobouBmmiics [1€rp, mocmotpen Ha [Ixeka. Ho ToT mo-
npekHeMYy Isunyics Ha 3Hak. [lepekunys B3msn Ha Kpecty v He
MIOJTyYUB HA KAaKWX CUTHAJIOB TOIOMIEN K 3HAKY, YTOOBI TIOCMOT-
PETh Ha OTKPBIBAIOIIYIOCA 32 HUM ITaHOpaMy. Bup ¢ Toro mecra
JEVCTBUTEIIBHO OTKPBIBAJICS 3aXBaThiBaoUMil. [lonnHa B cymep-
Kax, YKpbITasi 'yCTOM MOJIOUHOM MIJIoM. VI3 KoTopou nepuoauye-
CKY BUJTHEJTMCh, pAa3HOOOPA3HbIE IEPEBbsI U KPHIIIN CTAPHUHHBIX,
BIIEPEMEIIIKY C OTHOCUTEIBHO HOBBIMU, 3[aHUI.

BHeszanHo TuimHy, nopsai ronoc Jxeka:

— Pe0sT, a k10 HU Oyap BOOOIIIE TIOMHUT, KaK OH 3/1€Ch OKa-
3aicsa?

Ilerss ¢ Kpecroii meperissHyauch W MOYTU OJHOBPEMEHHO,
BMECTO OTBETa, IPOCTO Noxayu reyamu. Ho mapout cexynz nos-



ke TIeTp npousnec:

— Ilocnennee uto g IMOMHIO, NIEPEI TEM, KaK OKa3aThCA 110 TY
CTOPOHY TOHHEJIA, 3@ OKHOM HOYb, a4 4 CCJI UT'PaTh B <<MFJIy>>.

Teneps npuinen yepén nepenaapBarbcs Kpectsl ¢ Ixexom.

— HOYbIO!?

— He npusitens, s B Kadge nonaa OKojao AEBATA yTpa. —
Ilxex mocmorpen Ha Kpecry.

— A 51 BOOOI1Ie TOJILKO Mapy YacoB Ha3a/l IPOCHYJIACh, U Cpa3y
3a KOMII.

— Pe0#r, a Bel BooOIIIE OT Kyna? — He MHOro B 1mioke, mpo-
u3Hec [Ierp.

— Huio Hopk, IopTiena. — Bt oTBeTH.

[TpaBas 6posb Ilerpa momnosnzia HaBepx, a BCje ] 3a Held U Jie-
Basl.

— A 1bI cam-TO, oTKYya? — Crnipocuinia Kpecra.

He 3Has, 4TO OTBETUTH, OH CKpUBWJI (PU3MOHOMUIO U TIPOCTO
CKaszal:

— M3 MOCKBHI.
— A, 310 B Aliiaxo?! — [lombitasicss 6JecCHYTh 3HAHUSMU



JIxex.
— Her.

Kpecra 3ampaB k HeOy, CBOM 3eJIEHBIE TJIa3KH, pelia MOoKOo-
nathcs B namsAty. He orcraBan u [xxek. Ho Bce mpeanonoxenus,
okazaiuch He BepHbl. Cam ke Il€rp, 3Han s, 4to B AMepu-
K€ €CThb OJHOMMEHHBIN ropofl U Bc€. O KOJIMUYECTBE U MECTE TO-
JIOXKEHUS WX, Jaxe He 3aaymbiBajics. M qabbl HE MyYUTh HOBBIX
3HAKOMBIX, HA CEKYHJJOUKY 3a/lyMaBIIIMCh O TOM, KaK 3TO OHU U
COOTBETCTBEHHO OH HX MOHMMAET, YECTHO U C TOPIOCTHIO OTBE-
THJL:

— U3 Poccun, 1.

— 13 POCCHUN!!!! — OuepenHoii pa3 yIuBUIUCH OHMU.

— Ha, cenen ceGe 3a KOMIIOM, KaK pa3 HOBYIO Urpy «Mria»
npuod6pén. 1 Tak noHumaro, Bbl ToXe B He€ urpanu, ga? — Jlo-
rajgancs [Ierp.
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[Tontopa pecATwieTss Haszaj, Ie-TO B CEBEPHBIX INTaTax
AMepUKHu:

— Hy 4ro, roroBbi?! — I1pon3HEC YenoBeK B YEPHOU MAaHTUU
C KamoIIoHOM (B JaJIbHENIIIEM — OaJIaxoH).
— [a! — bonpo Bo31MKOBaa ToJIA 32 €ro CIUHOM.



Ha nuiie, 4To cKpbIBaJl KamioIIOH, MOSIBUIACh KPUBAsl YXMbLJI-
ka. OH MoBepHYJICS K alTapio, HA KOTOPOM JieKasla U3 Mpo3pay-
HOTO IJIacTHKa KopoOouka. He monb3ysch pykamu (CHIION MbIC-
Jin), OH €€ OTKpbUL. BHYTpHM OKazajcsi UrpoBOM AMCK, KOTOPBIN
TYT e TepPeBEepHYBIIUCH Ha peOpo, CTal MEAJIEHHO BPAIaThCsl.
bBanaxoH nofHsu1 B BOCXBAJISIIOILIEM KECTe PyKU:

— 3aksmHato Teos! dyx!

BpameHHe YCUIIWIJIOCh U OJHOBPEMEHHO C 3THUM, NUCK IIOI-
HAJICA HAa HECKOJIBKO CAHTUMCTPOB.

— CrnaBbest Benmvkuii! — Tlpousnéc 6anaxoH, u B cieq 3a
HUM, TOJITIA 9XOM OTO3BaBIIUCh, MPOU3HECTA TE JKe CIOBA, HO Ha
s3pike EHOXA.

MrHoBeHHEe CHyCTsA, Haj BEPTALIMMCS JHACKOM, IOSBUJICS
MEPLAIIIUI U HEMHOIO UCKPAIIMN MPO3PAavYHbIid MTPAMOYTOJIb-
HUK. [loxoxuil Ha xuAKOKpHUCTaUIMYeCKMA MoHuTOp. CioBa
NOBTOPHIINCh. «MOHHUTOP», ©€3 CIeIKM M He Kacasch JMCKa,
CTaJl IEPEXOAUTD B MAJIEHBKOE TOPHAJO.

Ha Tperuii pa3 obpaiienue k He BeroMoMmy Benukomy, Top-
HAJI0 OCTaBUB HECKOJIBKO UCKP, BCOCAJICS B IUCK.

Huém panee. [IBoe B Kkpeciiax nepes KaMUHOM.



— Thl yBepeH? JIKOH.

— beccniopro! — Ckazai 4esioBeK CpeJHUX JIET, MOIHOCS KO
PTYy U3SILIHBIN, BBIIOJHEHHBIA U3 IParOUeHHOro0 MeTayljia U rop-
HOT'O XpycTajisi OOKaJl, HATOJTHEHHBI YeM-TO TPAHATOBOTO IIBE-
Ta. — MHe cerogHs 10CTaBUJIM, 3TO — U Ha JIAJOHU J[;KOHa no-
SIBWJICS, YEPHBIN OpWJTMAHT OKAHTOBAHHBINA CepeOpSIHBIMU T10-
nockamu ¢ Tekctom EHOXA.

— 9710, OHO?

— [Ma! Hoporou Dpuk. OHO.

— Korpa! — C HereprnieHreM NPOU3HEC DPUK.

— 3asrpa. Ilocne 3akara.

[Mepen 1ieHTpaIbHBIM BXOJIOM, B CTAPUHHBIN OCOOHSIK (ITpUBe-
3EHHBIM M3 AHIJIUM), YTO CTOSI B Jiecax IITara M»sH, UMEIUCh
HECKOJIbKO YEPHBIX CTATOB. Ha KOTOPBIX, 6eJ1bIM ObLITN BHIBE/ICHBI
CTpaHHbIE 3HaKU. A K MPaMOPHOM JIECTHUIIE, YTO BEJIa K IBEPSIM,
MOOYEPENHO OCTAHABIMBAJIACH, MSATKO TOBOPSI HE JIENIEBbIE Ma-
mHbL. JIom B cephIX OajlaxoHax, MOMOTAITU TACCAKUPAM STUX
«9KUIMAKEN» BbIATH.

N3 ouepeqHOro «3Kumaxa», mpu BbIXOAE HAKU/IbIBAasI HA TIpe-
KpacHbI€ PbIKME BOJIOCHI KAIIOILIOH, BbIIILJIA HE MEHEe MpeKpac-
Has AEBYIIKAa. Y MEpPBOU ke CTyNeHbKU e€ knaj, [IxoH. Kak u
MHOTH€ TOCTH OH ObLT B 0aJlaXOHE, C TOW pa3HMIIEH 4To ero Oasa-
XOH ObUIT C HA/IMTUCBIO BBIIIIUTOM 30JI0TOM Ha TOM Ke sI3bIke Ouo-
neiickoro EHOXA. A Ha nasiblie, BCTPOEHHBII B IEPCTEHb, Kpa-
COBAJICSI, TOT CAMBIN OPWIIJTHAHT.



OHM NOJHUMAJIUCH TIO CTYNEHbKaM, CJIOBHO KOPOJIb U KOPO-
nesa. [lepexons u3 3as1a B 321 HAAMEHHO KMBAJIM COOPABIIIMMCH,
Ha ux npusercrBre. OCTaHOBUJIMCh OHM, KaK U BCE WAYIIME 32
HUMH, TIepe]l BBICOKUMU, TyOOBBIMU, ABEPSIMHU.

JI)KOH, TIPUMOAHSAB HE BBICOKO PYKY, LIENKHYJ MaJbl[aMHU.
DTOT MWIETYOK Pa3HECCS IXOM 10 KOPUIOPaM IBOPLA, a MTHOBE-
HUEM I103kKe, ABEpU NPULIIA B IBH:KeHUE. [1o Ty cTopoHy Oka-
3aJ1ach OCBEIllaeMasi, JIMIIb (paKeJaMHU, He SICHBIX pa3MEPOB KOM-
HaTa (3a1). Y MPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOW CTEHbI 3ajla UMEJIOCh BO3BBI-
LIIEHUE, KOTOPOE BEHYaJl, aJITapb.

JI7KOH, HEXXKHO TOLIEJIOBAaB JEBYILKE PYKY, OCTaBUJ €€ U MOJ-
HSUICS K CTPAHHOU (DOPMBI aJITapIo.
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Crowio HammM reposiM MpeooNeTh HE BUAUMYIO YepTy 3a
JOPOKHBIM 3HAKOM C HAIUCHIO, « TUXue XOnmbl», Kak ¢ Mpay-
HOro He0a, OCHITAJICS CJIOBHO TIEPBBIN CHET, rernet. A Onke K
rOpo/y NMOSBUJIACH [TOX0Kasl HA TyMaH, JbIMKA.

— Kak noxoxe Ha urpy! — Ckazau [I€tp, a apy3ps Momya
COIJIACUJIHCH.

MeéprBas THILMHA, OTCYTCTBHE KAKUX-TTMOO 3BYKOB, U JKyTKasl
AbIMKa, BCEJSUTM B AYIIM APY3el TMXMH ykac. ITo 6e3MoiBre
npepBail JIxek:



— Pe0sT, a BBl HE 3aAyMBIBAJHCE ... ...

[MapHs mpepBan OTHANEHHBIA, cOOauMii (MOKET BOTUMIA) BOH.
Kpecra npuxanace k Ilerpy. B Ty e MUHYTY, KTO-TO UJIM 4TO
TO, IEPECEK YUY, 10 KOTOPOM OHU ILIH.

— XKyTb 10 Kakasg, — NOBEpHYBIIUCH K JIKEKY NMPOU3HEC
[Térp — Tak, uTo T roBopms1? — IlbITasick IpUOOGOAPUTH APY-
3ei 1 ceds1, ckazan [1érp.

— A, na ceiiyac! — Eie 3actaBuB ce0s orBieubcs, JIkek,
OTCTPAHWJICS OT CTOSIIIEN Ha YITy IMeKapHH.

Ta cTpaHHOCTB, YTO OH, HE 3Hasl AHIJIUKCKOTO, JIETKO MTOHUMA-
€T U MOXO0XEe pa3rOBapUBAET HA HEM, YK€ MepecTaia ero yauB-
JIATh, 0COOEHHO TeNeph, KOT/Ia M HA/IMKUCH Ha BBIBECKAX Ka3aJuCh
HaruMcaHsl Oy/ITO Ha POTHOM.

— A BaM He Kaxercsl...... — CHoBa oTBn€kcs JIxek.

— Yt10? — Toxe nbITasich yBUIETh, UTO-TO 3a YIJIOM, CKa3ajia
Kpecra.

— Yro? Yro tam kTO-TO croutr. — He cMoTps Ha apysen,
ponosKui JIxek.

— I'ne? — Bxkumouuscs B guasior T1eTp.

OTtBeTa He NoC/IeA0BaI0, BMECTO HEro, YepHOKOXKUM MapeHb



MIPOM3HEC YTO-TO HE Pa30OpPUMBO M PE3KO MOOekKal B TOM Ha-
npasieHud. [I€rp u Kpecra, cI0BHO BKONIaHHBIE OCTAJIUCh CTO-
ATh, IPOBOXas B3AAOM Jkxeka. M Kak TOJBKO 3a €ro MATKOU
CTYCTWJIACh JIbIMKA, JIpy3bsl, HE CTOBAapUBasCh, YCTPEMUJIUCh B
cnell. Tsoxeno Jipliia, OHW, ONMPAsCh Ha KUPIMYHBIE CTEHBI, CTO-
SIIIAX OTHOCHUTENBHO OM3KO JOMOB, OCTAHOBHIIUCH.

3aech MeX1y 3aJHUM JBOPUKOM W3BECTHOM BO BCEM MHUpE
3aKyCOYHOM, U €€ NMapoi KAKMX-TO Mara3uH4MKOB, IEPBOU 3a-
MeTmia Kpecra, OHMHKOBaHHYIO PELIETKY HE BBICOKOIO METaJI-
JIMYECKoro 3adopa:

— On1, emotpu! — TlpousHecna aeBymika.

— XOTb KTO TO, ecTh! — He 0e3 TeHrn COMHEHUsI TTPOU3HEC
IeTp.

— Toponpém?! — Cmyi€HHO nomHTepecoBaiack Kpecra.

W cama ke HampaBWIach K pemieTke, 32 KOTOPO Oe33ByYHO
KJICBAJTM 3eMJTI0 OyAyIllMe HAUMHKU JIJIST CaH/ABUYEH (Kak Kasa-
JIOCB).

VY pemétku Kpecra, npuceB Ha KOPTOUKH, U YLETIMBIIUCH 3a
He€ /11 paBHOBECH S, IOHAYATTY C JIETKOU YJIBIOOYKOM, CTaja Ha-
Omonatk 3a Kypamu. [1€Tp 3a yemM-To BO MIJjIe CTal UCKATh Ka-
JIMTKY, a KOTJIa y’&Ke OTJyasiicsl e€ OOHapyX HUTh U HEHAPOKOM OT-
BapuB €€, B3IVIsAHY/1 Ha Kpecty, uTo MeHsuiach B iuuie. KyTb, 4TO
OXBaTWJIA JIEBYIIIKY Tepeaiach U eMy OCOOEHHO IOCIe TOTO Kak
OH TIPUCMOTPEBIIIUCH YBUJE B ABIMKE TO, YTO OHH (KYpbI) COO-



CTBEHHO KJeBaiu. Ho 1 He 310, ObUIO 10 UCTUHE CTPAIITHO, a ITy-
rajio TO, YTO UX «00e/», INEBEJII KaK OCTaTKaMU T'y0, TaK U BeK.

UyBcTBOBAJIOCh, Kak cTpax oxBatui Kpecry, BuOpaius 10-
11U1a ¥ JIO KQJIUTKHU, KOTOPYIO B CBOIO OY€pE/Ib 3a4eM-TO MO-TTPEK-
HeMy aepxut LIeTp.

BuHo y4aysiB cBexee Msco (pedsT), 3Ti 30MOU-OpoiIepsl Mo-
BEPHYJIM CBOU I0JIy CTHUBIIUE TOJIOBBI B X CTOPOHY U KOE-KaK
cTynas, CToJb ke Oe3 IIIyMHO TIepellld B HACTYIIJICHHE.

JleByIIIKa, eI MoJTHOCThIO He P/ B ce0sl, CTajia OTIOJ3AaTh,
opyays (IIpaBJa He CIEIHO), KaK pyKaMH, TaK ¥ HOTaMHu.

B ce6s [eTst npuinén B MOMEHT, KOT/ia KocoJiarbie Oporiepsl,
Tepsst KyCKU ceOs1, MpUOMM3UINCh TaKk OJIM3KO, YTO HAlll Tepoi
yuysi1 BECb «apOMar», THUIONIEN UX IJIOTH.

[NonxBatuB Kpecty, CIIOBHO HalyBHYIO KYKJIy, OH CKPBLICS 32
OmmkaiimyM moBopotoM. Ho Kpaerkom ri1asza 3aMeTis1 He TOJb-
KO, JOXJIBIX Kyp, BUJIEJ OH U TO, YTO HEKOI/Ia, @ MOXET U HUKO-
raa, 6pu10 MoasMHu. [lepeBopaurBasich ¥ IomMorasi oyt Oe3 ma-
JIOW KYJIbTE€W, OCTAHKM MPHUILLIA B IBUKEHUE.
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[IpucyTcTByomue B 3ajie, He MOIVIA BUAETh Havaaa KOJIJOB-
CKOTrO JIEVCTBA, HO TOCJIEICTBUS 3alIOMHSITCS, IyCTh U HE MHO-
TUM.

Kak TonbKO «TOpHAA0» MOJTHOCTBHIO MPOHUK B JIUCK, U [[7KOH
00epHYJICSI K CBOEH TEMHOM TMacTBe, 3a CITUHOM €ro K MOTOJIKY



TIOHSAJICS CTONO CcBeTa, TEMHO-CMHUI (CKopee naxe (huosero-
BBI) C OCJIBIMU BIEPEMEIIKY C 3eJIEHBIMU M OPAHKEBBIMU TTPO-
KUJIKaMH.

CrosBIlIMe Y OTKPBITHIX BPAT, MO MSTUINCH.

MrHoBeHue, 1 3aj1 MOIJIOMEH (B CBOMX Mpelesiax) 3TUM, Bbl-
3bIBAIOLIMM [TOOYEPENHO CTPAX M OULYLICHUE MPEKPACHOTO, CBE-
TOM MHOTO MUpA.

Tak ObUTO HE JONTO, KPaayuuCh MOKMHYBIIINE MPeaesbl 3aa
BepHyJIMch. Ho B Hegpax ero napuia yiviinbs TbMA.

— Dpuk. Heyxenn, He Bbiio? — IIpo3Byyasn 3a ero cniHon
BOITPOC.

— TloBepp, MHE, Kak U TeOe 3T0 uHTepecHo. — [IpomsHec
DpuK 1 00paTUIICS K OTHOMY M3 CEphIX OANaXOHOB:

— Brkunioun caer.

BonpHUYHBIN (XOJIOAHBIN OENbIi) CBET, OCBETHI IIOMEILIEHHE,
B KOTOPOM €ILE HE JABHO ILIEJ PUTYaJl C IIPU3BIBOM K OIHOMY U3
MIPUHIIEB a/ICKOTO JTAOMPUHTA.

Terepp 3aj1 He BHYIIAT HM KAKMX OCOOBIX YyBCTB, KpOME pe3-
HBIX M300paXeHUN CIIEH «KU3HU» B a/1y M UCKYCHO BBITIOJHEH-
HOT'O aJITapsi, HUYEro He MPUBJIEKAJI0O BHUMaHHE.

CtAruBasi ¢ rojioBbl KamoIIoH U oOHaxast OJIOHAMHUCTYIO TO-
JIOBY, DPUK BOIIENT B 3aJ1, ¥ CIIEIITHO MPUOIU3UIICS K alTapio.

— A? Yrto? I'ne nuck?



— Bcé Ilers, ornyctu. — Ioutn B3momuiack Kpecra.

Ho mapeHb, He ciblia AeBYIIKY, MPoAokaa cBou Oer. 1
TOJIBKO KOTJIa OHA YIIUIIHYJIA €ro, He cpa3y, HO, OCTAHOBUJICSI.
OH, ToXoXe, COBCEM 3a0bUT MPO HeE, MOTOMY KaK MUHYTY WA
Oosee, Tak ¥ MPOCTOSTT C HeW «IOAMBIIIKON». Tak Kak 3TOT ma-
pPEeHb He 0c000 kaJloBaJl (pU3MUYECKUE HArpy3KH, U C JAETCKOrO
caJia mbITAICS OTJIBIHUBATh OT TMMHACTUKM, TO IMPOJIETIAHHOE UM,
cKazasock. Masio Toro, 4ro oH yponun Kpecry, oH u cam, cBa-
JUJICS Ha3eMb (BepHEN Ha OpycyaTKy), MOKa He MU3BECTHOM UM
00OWM YJIUIIBI.

— Bui B Poccuu Bee Takme? — Ilotupast ymmoOneHHbI 00K,
X0 npousHecna Kpecra.

[IéTp BOmpOCa He MOHS, U PEILNII IEPECTPOCUTD:
— Toi 0 yém?
— Hy, Takue... — neByika nogdvpana cioBO — SHEpruy-

HBIC, CUJIBHBIC.

[MTpunuio Bpems as nondopa cios y Ilerpa. OH He crain Baa-
BaTbCsl B IOIPOOHOCTH, OTBETUIT TaK:

— beIBalOT M Kpyue.



Pacriactapmmch o KaMeHHOMY TOJTY, TAPOYKa MPOBAJISIIACH
TaK, OKOJIO Mojly Yaca. Insaas Ha magaommi nenen, Kpecre
BJPYT CTAJIO KakK-To He 1o cede. OHa BApYyr BcroMHuia o Jlxe-
Ke. MOMEHTaJIbHO OUyTUBIIUCH Ha HOTaxX, C MEPENOHSAIOIEH e
OTBarou IMpOU3HECA:

— Hapo uckatp JIxeka!

Co cioBamu JIEBYIIIKY HEJIb3$1 ObLIIO HE COTTTACUTHCS, U TTOITO-
MY, XOTb ¥ C MEHBIIIUM SHTY3UA3MOM, HO TOTHSLICS U OH.

Ceituac OHU IUTK TIO YJMIIE, APXUTEKTYPY KOTOPOH MOXHO
OBLIO OBl OTHECTH, KO BPDEMEHH HECKOJIBKO IMTO3%ke OTKPBITHS Ko-
aymoom, Amepukn. CTeHBI TTOYTH BCEX JAOMOB OBbLIM BBLIOXKE-
HBI CepbIM OYJIBDKHUKOM. KpBIIH, OMSTh e, TOYTH BCeX JJOMOB
BBUIOJKEeHBI U3 MIIMHSIHOM yepenuiibl. Kpecra, paccMaTpuBaa 3a-
TeUJUBBIE (PUTYPKU, U3 METaJLJIa KOTOPbIE B CBOU YEPENL TOJIKHBI
OBbLTM BpalaThCs OT BETpa U YKa3bIBaTh €ro HarpabJieHue. 3a-
MeueHHbIH [IeTpom ra3oH, ObLT IBHO YXOXKEHHBIM, TaK UTO CKJIa-
JBIBAJIOCH BrieUaTieHue OyATo ropoj, MOKUHYT, MAKCUMYM Mapy
JHeW Hazajl. BoT TobKO mayTWHA B YKPOMHBIX YTOJIKax 0OHapy-
seHHast Kpecroii, roBopuia o Jpyrom.

— A 3Haelllb, KaK Ha3bIBA€TCs YJIMLA, 10 KOTOPOW Mbl UIEM ?
— He cunbHO yauBuBIINCH, pou3HEC TIETp.



JleByllika pa3risibIBaoNIas 3aKOYJIKU, MEXy CTPOSHUSIMH,
MIOBEPHYJIAch K mapHo. He naB el mpovecTsh Ha3BaHUE, OH OBICT-
PO POU3HEC:

— Viuna ABCTPUIICKOTO XyJOXKHHUKA.

— Hu vero ocobenHoro, Mol ke B Amepuke!? — He yauBus-
IMCh, ckazana Kpecra.

— Moxer oHo u Tak. — [Ipousnéc ¢ comHenbeMm II€Tp, oH
BOOOIIE CUUTAIT, YTO HAXOOUTCS B IPYTOM M3MEPEHUH.

C ynuiibl UMEHHM T€pPMaHCKOTO JIUJePa, YTO TIOXKeIas MPaBUTh
MUPOM, OHU CBEPHYJIU B IIPOYJIOK. A CBEpHYB B OUEPETHOU pa3,
napoyka oKasasach Ha ynuie 6e3 umenu. [1o crunmcTtrke, 60Jb-
IIIe TTIOXO’Kel Ha CTPOeHUSI IEBATHA/IIIATOTO BeKa. B cBomx Oimyx-
JaHUSX U HE yJIavyHbIX Mouckax J[[keka, OHM cOBCeM 3a0bUIH O
BpeMeHu. Bripouewm, cepas JpIMKa M Majalonmid ¢ OecliBeTHO-
ro HeOa TerneJ1, a 3a OJHO M BCTPEYaIOIIUecs IEPUOINIESCKH, Ha
UX IMyTH (HE BCEraa, HeCyIHe CMEPTh) «JETH ThMbl», [IOMOIJIA
[lerpy u Kpecte He 3aaymbiBaThest 00 3TOM. [lepeynku co cBou-
MU NETISIONMMHU KOPUAOPAMH OCTATUCh No3aau. OHU OCTaHO-
BUJIMICh HA OTHOCHUTEJILHO IIMPOKOW YJIHUIle, 00a KOHIIA KOTOPOM
MICYE3aId B IbIMKE.

— Oit! — B3Busrayna Kpecra — Tanouek.

— Yo Takoe? — Ilomy obepHyscs k Hei [TETp.

— Tanouek. — C sBHOI 0OMI0M B TOJIOCE, IIPOM3HECTIA OHA.

Kak okazasiock, Ta 4acTh, 4TO yAep:KuBaja ero Ha Hore,



oropBasiack. Ha muue Iletpa, nosiBuiace 4yTh 3aMeTHas1, cap-
KACTMYECKask yXMbUIKA. [IeByllKka WM He 3aMETUB €€, WIN He
NpYAaB eil 3HaueHus1, Oblla MPUBJIEYEHA K 3apOCIIel MayTHHOM,
¥ HE MaJIbIM CJIOEM IbLIH, BUTpUHE. TO MO BEJIEHUIO CyabOBbl,
oKazaJicsi OOyBHOUM Mara3uH4uK.

— Iletsa! Cmotpu!

[logHsB HE MHOTO BBIIIIE 171433, OH YBUJEJ BbIBECKY, MOTPE-
naHHyio BpemeHeM: «Cayion o0yBw, y Jlxapena».

KanoO6nwiit B3I KpecThl, 1ai MOHSATH, YTO UM HYKHO TyJa
nornacTtb. X0Ts OH U Tak, 3To noHumail. Ho, k 1Bepu oH nonomen
C HEKOTOpOU orackoi. [I€pHyn aBeph, Kak U OXuAal, yoenuics
B TOM, 4TO Ta 3amnepTa. [IBepb XOTh U UMeJIa OCHOBHYIO COCTaB-
JISIONIYIO U3 CTEKJIa, HO BOT pa3OMTh €ro, He UMeJIO B 0OIIeM TO
HUKaKoW BO3MOXHOCTU. [ToToMy Kak 3aiuToil y crekia, Obuia
MCKYCHO BBITIOJIHEHHAsI JIATyHHas1 peméTka. bricTpo cooOpasus,
qTo Oe3 JJoMa He OOOUTHCH, PEIIU TOCMOTPETh, YTO-JIMOO T0-
XO’Kee B MPOYJIKe MeX JOMaMHU, U €My MOBE3JI0, KUHCTPYMEHT>
HAILENC.

Korna oH BepHyJIcs K 1BepH, JEBYIIIKa HE TOHUMAIOIIE CMOT-
peJia Ha HEero M Kakylo-To xkese3sKy B ero pykax. Ho He nporuio
Y MUra, Kak e€ 11a3a u ryobl paciBe/id B TIOHUMAIOIIEH yibIOKe.

— Hy, otkpsiBaii! — He TeprienBo nmpousHecia oHa.
OpauH yIavyHbIi HAKUM, U IBEPb MOJAAJIACH.



— Ilpomry, Bpems «HOKYNOK»! — YXMBUIbHYBILUCH ITPOU3-
HEC OH Y OTKPBIB ABEPD NEPE] IEBYLIKOU, FAJJAHTHO MOKJIOHWII-
cel.

Ha ynuBneHue, 371eKTpUYecTBO, 31eCh MMenocs. Ho BhIMIA-
JeJIM JIaMITbl OCBEILEHM, HE MOAXOMAILIE UIS IBAaALATh IEPBO-
ro Beka. Kak u cama armocdepa nanHoro 3aseaeHus. Bposb
CTeH ¢ 000sIMHU U3 BeKa, Koraa Poccurst Obliia BEIMKON MOHApXu-
yeckou epxkaBor, a Konan lois1 co3man He MeHee BEJIMKOro
CBIIIMKA, CTOSJIN ICPEBSHHBIE MOJIKH, C IIUPOKUM ACCOPTUMEH-
TOM, KaK JKEHCKOW, TaK U MYXKCKoi oOyBu. [1a3za pasberayuce,
CTOJIb M3SIIIIHOM KPAcOThbl, U B BEK MOLIHBIX TEXHOJIOTUH, HAUTH
MOXHO OBLJIO, JIUIIb B AMUTHHIX C OOJBIION OyKBBI, OyTHKax. K
cuacteio Ilerpa (oH He MOOMIT O(UIIMO3HOCTH), 3/1€Ch UMEITHCH
W Cpe/IHeH MapivBoCTH, Kebl. [TogoOpas cebe mapy, mogxos-
11yI0 IO pa3Mepam, U C JIETKOCTBIO OZIEB €€, OH MOJOUIEN K BUT-
puHe. He 3a0bIB 1py 3TOM, HE BECTh ISl YETO MCHOJIB3YEMYIO
LIEKOBYIO TPANKY. HECKONBKO IBUKEHNN 1O CUJIBHO 3aIlbUINB-
HIEMYCS CTEKJIy, M €0 IJ1a3aM ITpeJCTasa yaula, BOT TOJIbKO Te-
nepb Ha Heil ObUIO KyJla CTpalliHel, YeM ell€ MoJ yaca Ha3a/l.

— Kpecra, nogonan. — CoMHEBalOIMMCS T'OJIOCOM, HE
I'POMKO IIPOU3HEC OH.

— Jla! — OropBaBIIKCh OT IPUMEPKH, CKa3aJla JEBYILIKA —
Yro Tam?

— IIpomry, nogonau.



ITH CII0BA, MOCENTMIIN CTpax (ero He KOTOpOe Mogodue) B oy-
e Kpectel, HO oHa Bcé paBHO noponuia. Cros psgoMm c Ilered,
OHa BCMaTPHUBAJIaCh B U3MEHUBIIYIOCS YJIMILy, @ MTHOBEHHE CITy-
CT#1, UyTh CJIBIIIHO MUACKHYJIA, TPUKPBIB JIA/IONIKOHN POT.

Mrna 1 IpIMKa, Kak Obl paCTBOPUJIHCH. Tereph yIuiia MoK phl-
nack pxkoil. E€ omMETKH, OTphIBasich OT OpyCcUYaTKU U CTEH J0-
MOB, IOTHUMAJIUCh K YE€pHOMY Oe3 3BE€31, HeOy. B pasHble cTo-
POHBI TIO YJIMLIE, HE CMeIa MPOTyINBAIUCh, TOYTH YEPHBIE C IO-
pALMME OeJIbIM I1a3aMu, o — TeHu. Hekortopsle, goxoast 10
KOHIIA YJIUIIBI TEPSUTA «AbIMYATYIO» TUIOTh, CTAHOBSICh, 0 Oena
HAYUIIIEHHBIMU, CKeJleTaMU ¥ OyKBaJIbHO CJeJaB 1lar, pacchlna-
JIMCh B TIpax.

— Iletenbka, yTo )€ 3107 — CHOBA, KaK U y JOPOKHOTO 3HA-
Ka JIeBYyIIIKa CXBAaTWJIAach 32 PyKy MapHs.
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JlxoH ounyica. W1 He moHmMmas, mpousolennero (ToJbKO
YTO, CTOSUT TIEpe]T aTapeM, a Terneph JIeKUT Ha acabTe), Moj-
Hsuics. OH OIyIas, 4To MeCTO, B KOTOPOM OH O4yTHJICS, CMYT-
HO 3HaKOMO, HO TIOHSITh OTKyAa, He Mor. [1o ofHy cTOpoHY ObL,
CJIOBHO OOBHBaeMbIil TYMaHOM, Kak 3Me€, jiec. [1o apyryio, cka-
JIbI, B Oeslo-cepoyd AbIMKe. A BIepeIy MOJHBIA ThbMbl TOHHEIb,
3aBEPIIAIOIIUICS, MUPOM IOKPBITBIM PKOMU.



bBanaxoH Ha HEM CHJIBHO TIO MCTEPCS], HO y Hero ObuIo Oosee
JOCTOMHOE 3aHSITHE, CeYac OH OCMaTpyBAJl CBOM NaJIbIbL. bec-
MOKOMJIO €ro OTCyTcTBUE nepctHs. [Iponaxy oOHapyxkui oH, y
cBoux Hor. OnmyCTUBHIMCH HA OHO KOJIEHO, NOoaHsI. OcMOTpeB
€ro, MOHsLJI, YTO OOJIbIIe eMy TIepCTeHb He HOCHUTS. [lenio B ToMm,
YTO TPEIIMHA 110 BCEMY AUAMETPY YBEJINUYWIA Pa3Mep, U Tenepb
OH OoJNTaJICS HA MaJblie.

Kak oka3zayioch NoAHsAICA € 36MJIM OH, OJHUM U3 MOC/IEAHUX.
Bokpyr yxe, oTcTpaHéHO OpOAMIIM ero COpaTHUKU. PhikeBosio-
casl, OYEBUIHO YK€ JABHO MOIHSIIACH C Ceporo acgasbra, HO 10
KaKOW-TO MPUYMHE JIUIIL Cevac MpUOIU3UIach K HeMy:

— JIoH, rae Mbl? YTo npounsoniino?

[loutu y Bcex, Kak 1y [oHa ¢ pplkei, Ha roJIoBe OTCYTCTBO-
BaJI KamomoH. MolIoaoCcTh MPUCYTCTBYIONIUX, OblJIa OUEBU/IHA.
He mMHOrum, nepeBanuio, 3a TpUALATh. A KEHCKas 4acTb, U BO-

BCe He ObLIa CTapuic Y€TBEPTHU BEKaA.

— XM, NOHATUS HEe uMelo. Mapraper, Tl cama To, Kak?
— Huuero. — be3 amoruii oTBeTUsIa phiKasi.

['oMoH, nmogHMMascs. Y BceX Ha ycTax ObUI JIMIIb OJIMH BO-
poc:

— Yro npousouwno?



Manocts o pa3MbICIUB, IKOH MOJHSUT PYKH HAJl TOJOBOM,
na0bl IPU3BATh COPATHUKOB K THUIIIMHE.

— Hpy3bsi! — Hauan oH. — 4 noka u cam He noimy, HO CUu-
Tal0, YTO HaM TyJa. — YKasblBasd B CTOPOHY TOHHEJIS IIPOU3HEC
OH.

3aruxias Bpoje TOJIA, CHOBA MOIHAIA TOMOH. [I)KOH y3Haer
O HaType CBOEU «COIO3HUIIbD» JIOBOJIBHO TAKW MO3JHO. A TOKa,
OH U HE NOJI03peBaJl, 4To B €ro cekTe packon. Ha Tex, KTo ¢ Hum
U TeX, KTO NMpUMKHYJ1 K Mapraper. E€ npuBepxkeH1bl, ponTaiu
32 BO3BpAIlIEHUE B JIOHO LIEpKBU XpHCTa.

Bckope BepHYJIMCh TOHIIBI, KOTOPBIX B COI0 OYepeb Mociaia
Mapraper, Ipo3HaTh O IPyroM MyTH, HE Yepe3 TOHHEJIb.

— JI)KOH TYT NpULLUIH, C Pa3BEIKH.

— Ortkypa? 51 HeKoro He noceLIA.

— 4, ornipaBnsina ux. Moxer, BelcyIaem?
— Xopo11o, mMycTb TOBOPAT!

JleBylillka KMBKOM MOJ0JA 3HAK, U OJUH U3 HUX, paccKazas
creanyolee:

— B o0miem, uepes mapy coreH MeTpoB, 0OpbIB. — baaxoH
TIOTYIIJT B30D.



— He nousana?

a5 Ha MEHSIOIIUeCs JIUIA «BOXK/IeH», TOHEll, HepBHUYAsI,
TO CHOBA 0JieBaJjl, TO CHUMaJI KaITIOIIIOH.

— Tam, — OH yKa3as MecTo OTKyJa MPHUILET — TaM, KaK y
Kunra B «Jlanronsepax», Bc€ oOpbiBaercs. — [lapeHs copBajics
Ha KPUK:

— Tam, uu gero Het!

JI0H, OOHSIB B 33IyMYHMBOCTH, MIOAOOPOIOK KUCTHIO TIPABO
PYKH, uyepe3 Majioe Bpemsi, IPOU3HEC:

— Wném B ToHHenb! — Kpaewm mia3za 3aMeTus1, 4to JeByIIKa
C HMM COIJIACHA, 3TO OHA MOKAa3aJIa )KECTOM.
— Benu! — tuxo npousHeciaa Mapraper.

[lox apky TbMBI, OHM CTYNIWIIM CIUIOYEHHO. M KaxIpli BowIe -
IMH, TETKHYJ 3axurankou. [lomyuyriocs kpacuo, kak Ha POK
KOHILIEpTe, KOrJa rpyIina urpaet oasuiany.

[Hokunyn TeMy niepBbIM, [IxoH. OKpy:KaoMii MUP U3MEHUJI-
csl, 311ech ¢ HeOa majan rernent.

— JI’xoH, — B cTpaxe npousHecia MaprapeT, HO Tak YTOObI
CJIBIIIIA JIMIITh OH. — TaK 3TO K€ .......
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3a CTEeKJIOM BUTPHHBI, ThMa YCTYyInIa «JIOHJOHCKOMY yTpy»,
HY U KOHEYHO JK€ MeIesl CHOBA 3aCTWiall NMPOKJATHIA TOPOL.
He3agonro 10 cMeHbl KapTUHKH, CTOSIBIIME B OOHMMKY IIETp
u Kpecra, ycrienmm 3aMeTuTh KOTO-TO MOXOKErO Ha MX ONyTHO-
ro gpyra. JleBylika He MOMHS, YTO HA €€ HOrax He Talo4yKH, a
Ty1 Ha BBICOKOM KaOJyKe, OTYasiHHO pBaHyJa K asepu. Ha xo-
1y pacraxHyB €€, OHa HE CMOIJIa YepKaTbCsl Ha CTYTIEHbKE U T0-
YTH pyXHyJIa HA TOHKUM CJIOU MEIlIa, JIEXKAMA Ha KaMHAX MO-
CTOBOM. YJJaUHO 3alIeTIMBIIUCH JISIMKOW JIJ11 PEMHS IKMHCOBBIX
HIOPT, YTO KCTAaTH MIOMOIJIO BBIMUIPATh BPEMsl, AJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI
[lerp cremamnumii 3a Hel, ycnen e€ noaxearuThb. [Ipunepxubas
Kpecty, 1 He CIMIIKOM YBEPEHHO CTOSI Ha KPalo KPbUIbLA, OH
MOMBITAICS PA3MISAAECTh MPOIIMBITHYBIIETO B MOABOpPOTHIO. He
Haiig uickomoro, [1€rp pemm, 4To y A€BYIIKY rAJLTIOUUHALIAY U
XOTeJ1 ObLJIO YK€ CHOBA BOMTH B CAJIOH, BOT TOJIBKO JIEBYIIKA T1O-
IIPEKHEMY HE YHMMaJIack. Bl XOTen0Ch TOYHO 3HATh, YTO CKPBI-
BaeT NoaBopoTHs. [leTpy HUYEro He OcTaBalIoOCh, Kak yOenuB-
IIKCh B €€ COXPAaHHOCTHU, IPOCJIEIOBATh 32 METeNIbHbIN HUTend K
nogBopoTHe. Ourymas JIErkoe, 1axe B YEM-TO NPUATHOE MMOKa-
JIBIBAaHUE, ITAPEHb OCTAHOBWJICS B TOM ITPOEME.

— DT0 OH? — MOCJIBIIIAICS FOJIOC erCTbI, n3-3a IICJICHKI.

PaccmoTpers 00BEKT, HE MOMYyYMIOCh (Ka3aloch, YTO 3TO



MEIIKU C MyCOPOM), TIOTOMY OH CJIeJIaJl CAMbIiA B 9TOM Cllydae
OYEBH/IHBIV LIAr, OH MPOCTO MHYJ, oyepTanust. [locieimancs, ka-
KoM -TO 3BYK. [lapenb, moBTopui nuHOK. HO B 3TOT pa3 He MHO-
r0, CWJIbHEN.

— Xgarut! — [Nouty pa30OpPUMBO YCIIBIIIAT OH, BCKPHK.

Ot HeOXUIAaHHOCTH OH OTIpsAHY./I. Ho cpasy ke npuién B ce-
os:

— JI:xek, ThI?

TuimmHa B OTBET, OH XOTEJ OBUIO CKas3arh €Iié YTo TO, HO
«MEILKW», PEIIIY HAacTh. 3aBA3a71aCh IpaKa, U Ha KPUKHU IO~
Jocriena, 6ocast AeByliKa. B 1ioxo pa3imyruMom MpoCTpaHCTBE,
OHa HAHECJIa HECKOJIBKO Y/IApOB, JIpaka npekparwiack. Kak, oka-
3aJI0Ch, Bpe3aJia JIeByIIIKa 0O0MM.

Tak BBIILIO, YTO MApHU, JEPKACh 3a IIEKU, CHU3Y-BBEPX
cmotpesia Ha Kpecry.

— JIxxek 310 Beap Thi? — He yBEepeHHO CIpocuiia OHa.
— Hy, a kto %e?! — BcraBas u OTpsAXuBasich, ¢ OOUION MPO-
W3HEC OH.

Tpuo cHOBa BMecTe y HAIOJIOBUHY 3aIITOPEHHON BUTPUHBI.
B opamxeBom cBeTe 0OYBHOTO Mara3uH4vKa. TuIMHa Havyania



yrHeTaTh, U IEPBO €€ Hapylnia, cooTBeTcTBeHHO Kpecra.

— Kak o1 [Ixxex? Yto ¢ T0OOM OBLI0?

Mouua, muis onHuMU ia3amu [IéTp npucoenrHwics K eé
BoIpocy. [Ikek BEpOSITHO eIié He COBCeM MPHIIEN B ce0sl, MOTO-
My Kak, TocMOTpeB cHadajia Ha Kpecry, norom, Ha Ilerpa, no-
CTaJl IAYKy CUIapeT U MPeX]IEe YEM IPUKYPUTh ITPEJIOKUI TTPU-
CYTCTBYIOIIUM:

— bynere?

JleByIiKa NOTSIHYBIIMCH OBUIO, BAPYT CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCIIOM-
HUJIA U OTCTPAaHUBLIMCh, CKA3aJIa:

— Bpocaio!

[1érp orkazancs, Toxe. OH ObLT U3 TeX, KTO MPEANOYUTACT
KypUTb, TaCCUBHO. JIMIIb MOCIE BTOPOU WA TPEThEU 3aTAKKHU
JIKeK MOHSI, 4TO Ha HETO BOIIPOLIAIONIE CMOTPAT.

— Pacckasarp 3HaunT, Kyna g gencsa?

C)'IyIJ_IaTeIII/I B 3HAK COIJIaCud 3aMaxajid IoJIOBaMu.

— X, 3HaunT Tak?! [lomuuTe, s moOexkai, B MPOYJIOK?



JlericTBO MOBTOPUJIOCH.

— Jlesio B TOM, 4TO, MHE MPHUBHMIEICS MO, WCUE3HYBIIMIA
HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3af, Opatuinka. Bor 3a HuM s 1 nodexan. U B
9TOM OBl TIpeycIHe, HO BOT Oe/1a, MOTepsil.

Pemmn, 4To CTOUT BEpHYTHCS, HO HE TYT-TO ObLIO, 3aIUTyTal.
Tak Omykaast Mo 3aKoyJKam, s oTepsi1 cueT Bpemenu. M korma
YK€ COBCEM OTUAsICA BBIUTH, YBUJEI BIEPEAU CHILYITHI JIIOIECH.
MaJocTh opaIoBaBIIUCh, ST TIOMIET UM Bcied. Panocts Most Obl-
JIa He JI0JITOM, 32 OUY€PEJHBIM [IOBOPOTOM $1 BCTPETWIICS C HUMU,
TaK CKa3aTh JUIIOM K JIUILY.

Ou npepBaJt CBO# pacckas. [1j1s1 Toro 4toObl MPUHATH OYepe-
HYIO IOPLMIO HUKOTHHA.

— 310 OBLIO, XKYyTKO. Takoe MHE MPUXOIUIOCH BUIETh JIUIIIb
B KMHOTEaTpe Ha IpeMbepe (pritbma rmpo 30MOu. Bricoxime Tena
CMOTPEJIM CBOMMHU ITyCThIMU IJIA3HUIIAMU, Ka3aJI0Ch ITPSIMO MHE B
ayury. Tak Mbl TPOCTOSUIA KaK MUHUMYM MUHYT AecsTh. [loTom
OJVH U3 HUX CTaJl TSHYTh KO MHE CBOU KOCTJ/ISIBbIE PYKH, & APY-
roii, 3yoamu kianare. Hy s v nonsarusics. K pagocti MepTBsIKOB,
MEHS OCTaHOBMJIa cTeHa. Bcé nymaro, xaHa. 30MOU oi0Mpaich
KO MHE, MeJIJIeHHO, OyITO UX CKOBBIBAJIO UTO-TO. OOVH U3 HUX,
3aMaxHyJICs Uil yAapa, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT UTO TO, MSTKO CJIIOBHO
(pierita mpuCBUCTHYJIO, MEPTBBIE 3aMepiu. Sl kcTatu Toxe. Men-



JIEHHO CJIOBHO IO KOMAaHJ€ Mbl MOAHSIN TOJIOBBI, 51 KCTATH €IIE
NojiyMaJt, Kak OHM Oe3 1J1a3, MOTYT YTO-TO BHUIETh.

— Hy T1e6s 10 oM yBuaenu. — Bie3 B paccka3s Ilers.

— Memns, g gymato, yuysiiu.

— IIponomxaii! — He teprnienuBo npousnecia Kpecra.

— Hy BOT 3HauuT, TaM Ha BBICOTE, HABEPHOE, TPETHETO ITa-
’a, BCE 3aKpbIBaJIa T'ycTas JpIMKa, TyMaH. M BOT U3 Hero 1o Ha-
yaily, IOKa3aJlach OJIHA [TOX0XKasl HA OrPOMHYIO IIayYblo JIaIy KO-
HeyHOCTb. CHOBa pa3fajcsl CBUCT, a 32 HUM €lIE Jlana U emré.
[loHsiB, 4TO y MEHS BpOIE KAaK, €CTh IIAHC OTCTYNHTD, MOMOJI3
10 CTeHe. Y/1a10ch OTOWTH Ha Oe3omacHoe paccrosinue. U Tonb-
KO TOCJIE 3TOrO 51 CHOBA, B3IVISIHYJI HA «CIacllee» MeHs CyIlle-
CTBO. YBU/JIEN 5 €r0 BO BCEW «Kpace», Ha TOM MeCTe, IJie CTOsLT
MHUHYTY Ha3a/l. Temo ObUIo Moxoke Ha Yepenarivii HaHIPb BECh
MOPOCIIANA MEJIKOM, YEPHOU, BIPOYEM, KaK M €ero BOCEMb HOT,
mepctbio. Criepean Topuaiu KpacHO-3€J1EHbIE OTPOCTKU. A BEH-
YaJli UX 1Iapsbl, IOX0XKKE HA T€, C TOMOIIIBI0O KOTOPBIX UTPAIOT HA
ounbsipre. VIx 6pU10 He MeHbIlle fecsTy. Tpu U3 KOTOPBIX CMOT-
peJii Ha MEH4.

B tpertuii pas s1 ycnbiman «gieunty». ToabKo Tenepb s yBUien,
9TO U3/IAET ATOT 3BYK. [|BUXKYIIHIACS TOJOOHO 3Mee sI3bIK, Ha KO-
TOPOM CHJEJIM MHOKECTBO CTPAHHBIX PayKoB. «PyerTa» CTUX-
Ja. MEpTBble HAKMHYJUCh Ha «IayKa». /KnaTh pa3Bsi3Ku s He
cTal, myJel He pa3dupasi JOPOTu, BBICKOYMII U3 3TOTO MajleHb-
koro nBopuka. [lonas, Kak rOBOpUTCS, U3 OrHS Ja B MOJbIMSI.
[lepeno MHOM M3 TymMaHa BHIPOC OJIOUHBINA capai, ¢ Ha MOJTHYIO



OTKPBITHIMU JIBEPbMHU, & BOT MEX HUMU KYPHUIIBI «CPAKATUCH», 51
MpaB/ia He TMOHSLT U3-3a Yero, C YeM-TO CPETHUM MEXK]1y KOTOM,
TyCeHUIIeH ¥ KpaboM. 3pesuiiie HECKOJIbKO 00eCKYpaxuIio, 0Co-
OEHHO TMOocyie TOro, Kak 3TU TBapH MPepBaB CBOIO [IPAKY, OIHO-
BPEMEHHO MOCMOTPEJTN Ha MEHSI.

— XyTp TO Kakas, IpsAMO KaK Mbl, TaM Yy 3aKyCOYHOU. —
B3JIpOrHyB npousHecia Kpecra.

He oOparuB BHUMaHMe Ha JEeBYIKY, [[kek, 3aTymmB ouepen-
HOU OKYPOK, MPOIOJIKIIL:

— W B 3TOT pa3 s He cTall KIaTh Pa3BUTHUSI COOBITHI, CAEPKH-
Basl KpUK, MPOCKOYMJI B KAJIUTKY MEX/1y IOMOM U capaeM. Be-
POSITHO, eciu Obl He KYpHJT TO, CMOT Obl IIPEOJI0JIETh PACCTOSTHUE
no 6osbiiie. Ho 3ampixasich, cBanuics. BoH TaM BOH, KCTaTH. —
JI’KeKk MpUBCTal, OTOIBUHY IITOPY IO IIMPE U MOKa3al Ha JIOM,
U3-32 KOTOPOTO «BBIBATUJICSI.

— XM, Kak pa3 OTTy/Ja 1 MOsIBUJIACh, CTEHA TbMbI (OH MO-CBO-
€My OIuMcall TPOU3oIIe/iliee He JaBHO), CO CBOMMM OOUTATEsI-
Mu. — Kak-T1o crpanHo npousHec [lets.

— BosmozxHo. ITocie kopoTkoro nepeapixa, s BCTall, IOCMOT-
peJ1 [0 CTOpOHaM, MeHs MPUBJIEKJIa BbIBECKA, COOOIIABINASL, YTO
B JJOME HaIlpOTUB, Korjga-To xui, Anucrep Kpoynu. U Tonbko s
MIOHSUI O KOM WJIET peub, YCIbIIAI CO CIUHBI, IIUISIINANA CKpe-
xeT. O0epHyJics, Jiyuliie Obl 9TOTO He Jienait. [IonroHsis HU3KoM



BOJIHOM JIBIMKY, C HEMMOBEPHOM CKOpPOCTBIO Ha MEHsI 11, UC-
KPsICh Pa3HBIMU IIBETAMHU, [TOUTH YEPHAs CTEeHA. §l 1 ycres Juiib
CKPBITBCS TY/Ia, TJIe Bbl MEHs HalLIi. — J[)keKk CHOBa 1ocTasl CH-
rapety, HO MoBepTeB €€ OOJBIIMM M YKa3aTeJbHbIM MaJbIeM, C
PEIIMMOCTBIO YeJIOBEKA, KEJAIOIIEro OPOCUTH ITO JIENI0, TEMU ke
Nayibl[aMU OTIIIBBIPHYB €€ 3aKOHYMJI CBOM paccKa3 Tak:

— Hy, a nanbiie Bl 3Haere!?

— To1 ynomsinyn, Anucrepa Kpoynu? — IlonntepecoBasics
[TeTp.

— Hla, a ThI 3Haelb KTO 3TO?

[TonHsAB OTHOCHUTENIBHO BBICOKO OPOBH M MIPU STOM BbIIaB HA
JIMLIE HECKOJIBKO CMYILEHHBIN Buj, [IETp mpoBEn mpaBoi pykoii
0 BOJIOCAM, pa3AyMbIBasi KAK OTBETUTh HA 3TOT BOIIPOC IO MPO-

1Ie.

— Kpoynu... — oH 3annyscs — Kpoynu, 3To U3BeCTHbI B
OIPENIENIEHHBIX KPYIax, 1a ¥ HE TOJIBKO, YeJI0BeK. Ero JIMYHOCTD,
KCTaT¥ FOBOPs1, YIOMUHAETCS HE KOTOPbIMY MUCATENSAMU. — 3a-
JYMaBIIMCh KaK MPOAOJIKUTh Pa3bsCHATh, OH CIPOBOLIMPOBAI
Kpecty Ha oueBUIHBIN BOITPOC:

— Hy u k10 OH?

— Ecmu no-mpocroMy, He BAaBasch B MOAPOOHOCTH, He-
MOHUCT, TPOCJIABUBIIMICA CBOMMHU MUCTUUYECKMMU PUTYaJlaMuU
U Pa3HOrO poja, KPOBaBbIMU JiesHUSIMU. — KpaTKo mosicHuI
IeTp.



— MHe kak-To nonajiachk KHWUra, npo Bairy ucropuo. — He
K yeMy cooOuria Kpecra.

— Jla! AMepukaHCcKUM JeBylIKaMm 3T0 uHtepecHo? — Cap-
Ka3M WJIM BOIPOC 3TO ObLI, HE CUJIbHO MOHsLT faxe [IETp.

[IpuTBOPHUBIINCH KUTASHKOM (Cy3WJIa IVIA3KM), JEBYIIKA I10-
4Ty 37100HO B3IIsIHY/A Ha coOeceHrKa. Ho, HUuero He npous-
HECJ1a, JIMIIb OIAPUJIA ITPE3PUTEBHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— A T8I, pa30upaenibesi B JaHHOU TepMuHOosorun? — CHoBa
OJ1eCHYII CJIOKHBIMU cioBaMu JIkek.

He 3nas, kak orBeTuTh, [I€TP 3aueM-TO B3MISIHYJI HA IEBUYbU
npesiecTd. EE HECKONMBKO CEKYH/I TUILLIHBI, ITO3BOIMIN aMEPU-
KaHCKOMY TIApHIO, COOOIIUTH ClIeyIoliee:

— [loka s1 6poIu1 M0 MECTHBIM TIEPEYIIKaM, BUJIEIN, HECKOJIb-
KO, II0O-MOEMY, PYCCKUX UMEH. — Bblaepikas maysy, BEpOATHO
OCMBIC/IMBAA Clleylolee npeiokenre, Jkek Ha3Basl ux:

— VYnu-anoB u ExoB

Ha nuuie neByiiku, nosisuiiack yipioka. [1o koTopoii unrtanach
€€ OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTb, B UCTOpUU rocyaapcra Poccuiickoro:

— OJuH U3 HUX PYCCKUM Laphb!



— Thl He coBceM, HO TIpaBa. YJIbSIHOB, 3TO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPbII
CIOCOOCTBOBAJI TOMY, YTO MOsI CTPaHa, B TIEPBOM MUPOBOM MPO-
urpajia. YUutbiBasi MOMEHT, YTO UMEHHO MBI PYCCKHUE yiKe ObUIN
ge ganeku ot BUKTOPUUA. U 310 BiojiHE MOIJIO OTMEHUTH CJIE-
JYIOIIYI0 BOWHY.

AMepHKaHIIbl C yIuBJIeHHEM nnocMoTpes Ha [lerpa. 3ameTus
3TO MapeHb, HE PACTEPSUICS:

— Ecum 6b1 He 3TOT Moy eBpeil 1 He OpejoBble UjIeu U3 TPY-
noB Mapkca ¢ DurenscoM, Poccnst, mobenuna 6s1 ['epmanmio (oH
rOps1Y0 B 3TO BEPUJI).

— 41 yto-TO He nonnmar. — Crpocuia Kpecra.

— Hekotopsie moau B Poccun, cuuTaioT YibsiHOBA areHTOM
repMaHCKOU pa3Beku. U s mopou Toxke CKJIOHSIOCHh K 3TOMY Ba-
pUaHTY, HY €CJIM YK He HEMIIbI €ro 3aBepOoBaIU, TO OPUTAHIIBI,
B KpailHEM CJlyyae Balll, TOYHO UMEJIM CBOM MHTEPECHI B CBEP-
JKEHUH TOCyAaps v IBHOM ocnadnenun Poccun.

— A ExoB?

— O, 3T0 UJIEHHBII KOMMYHUCT, MaHbSIK U MIPOCTO «HE3aKOH-
HO POXKJEHHBIN».

[I€Tp He noroBopwi, ¢ yIulbl TOHECCS 3HAKOMBbII JIxeky, a
HBIHE U €TI0 APY3bSIM «CBUCT (PIIeUThl». [Ipy3bs IPUCIOHUINACH K
BuTpuHe. C KPBIII COCETHUX TOMOB, ME/IJICHHO IETUISSICh 3a CTe-
HBI, CITyCKAJTUCh TTayKOOOpa3HbIie «3HAKOMIIbD» [[xkeka. X ObL10
MSITKO CKa3aTb, MHOTO. JKapkoe JpIxaHue, B MPOXJIaJHOM 3aJie
00YBHOTO Mara3uHa, 3aCTaBJIsI0 OKHA TIOTETh, YeM MEIAIo 00-



30py.

IlepBBIM TpUMaHKy MOHCTPOB CMOI' yeMOTpeTh [xek. B pen-
KO pacceuBalouIencs IbIMKE OH y3peJl, IOXOXKUX Ha IYCEHULL, SH-
TApHBIX C YEPHBIMU IO CIMHE NOJIOCAMU MHOTOHOXKEK CO 3MEU-
HBIMU I'OJIOBAMHU.

— A-a-a! — Bomb Kpecrtel, yenenu 3armymmrs [1e€Tp ¢ Jxe-
KOM.

JleByika, B OOBATHAX Jpy3ell OKa3aaach CMBIIUIEHOW, OHA
OBICTPO MOHsIJIAa 3a4eéM OHU Ha He€ Hanaiau. Eil He moHpaBUIOCh
CITMIIIKOM CHJIBHOE CKaThe e€ ry0, BJIaKHbIMU JAAOHSIMU YEp-
HOro japyra. Y1 noatoMy npumeHuia (He OCO3HaBasi) MEpBOE U3
KEHCKUX Opyauit (3yObl).

bilaroii Mat Ha XOpoleM pycCKOM (Kak Ka3ajoCh YCJIbIIIAT
[Iérp), 3anonmHun 3an marasuHa. MOHCTpBI, 1ake Te, 4YTO YyKke
NPUCTYIIWIIU K Tpare3e, NPUTUXJIN.

VBuzieB 310, cam cede JTagoHbI0 pepBasl KPUK U JIKek.

OueBUIHO COCKONB3HYBIIAsA Ty IEBYLIKHA, CHOBA ITpUBE-
Jla B 3aMelaTeabcTBO MOHCTpoB. [loTomy, Kak Ha ceil pas, 1o
MUMO TOJHSTHSI YCUKOB, OHH, KaK-TO CTPAHHO BBIKPYTUB «OH-
JIbSIPIHBIC» IIAPBI, NOIJISABIBAINA B UX CTOPOHY.

JleByllIka, NpeAOTBPAaTUB CBOM BCKPHUK, CTaJla B JIETKOW AHU-
K€ yKa3bIBaTh HA BXOJHYIO JBEPb.

Jl;Kek cxBaTUJICs 3a TOIOP, HO, HE BUS1 ONTACHOCTH, JIMIIIb UC-
KpEeHHe, TIOKa3aJI CBOI0 OECTIEYHOCTb.



Emeé no toro, kak Kpecra tuxo BockyvkHyna, [1€rp ynanuics
K JIBepH, BeyIlel B mofacoOKy. [lonbITKy 1EpHYTH €€ Ha YeTBep-
TH OCTAHOBWJI IIIyM, YTO W3AaJia JeBymika. [1érp, kcratu roBo-
p#, yKe 1aBHO HE BbIITyCKaJl U3 PYK JIOMHK, HAalIEHHBI MEX I10-
crpoek. Caep:xaB MaHUKY, OH LIBBIPHYJI JIOM B KpaellleK JBEPH,
r71e, cioBHO Ppenay nepedupa naablaMy, POUJIHCH Iy Hasblia.

ekt ObuT OKMAaEMBIA. JIOMUK BHITIMO Yron ABEpH, Ipe-
JaB €l CTO MPOLEHTHYIO XJUIKOCTh. YeM U BOCHOJIb30BAIUCH
HIynaJiblia, CXBAaTUBILKCH 32 €€ OCTATKU, OJIHUM CHUJIbHBIM PbIB-
KOM BBIIEPHYJIU €€ C KOPHEM, OTIIBBIPHYB TY Ha JIPYT'YIO CTOPOHY
yauiibl. B To)ke MrHOBeHue, Halll TepoU CKPBLIKCH 32 JIBEPHIO B
nozicoOky. CriaceHue ObUIO YBBI He AOATUM. Tenephb ynapsl ¢ Ha-
pacTaroiei CHJION majainu Ha npuaepxxrusaemyio [lerpom nBepb
TIOZICOOKH.

— Tlo xony, Ham xaHa! — He BbIpa3uTeIbHO MPOU3HEC OH.

Kpecra, He ciplmana ero permky, OHa KOJOTHJIa KaOiy-
KOM I10 NPOTUBOMNOJIOKHOU cTeHe. 1 3To el ygaBajloch BECbMa
ycneniHo. Kadnyk «JlaOyTaHa», 3acTaBuil CTeHy MOKPBITHCS Tpe-
IIMHAMM, A [1apa HOBBIX y/1apOB U BOBCE, CJIOMAJIH €€.

B mosiBuBmIMiics TpoéM, He coOmomas MPOCTHIX TPaBHII
IIPEJOCTOPOKHOCTH, HAa KAPayKax B CEPYIO JbIMKY BbLIe3, JIKeK.

Memnsllie MUHYTHI, cujdmas Ha noiny Kpecra, Bugena Horu
napHs. Ho crouno eii mogHATh ra3a K Ilerpy, u cHoBa mocMoT-
PEThb B IPOEM, TaM KPOME MOTYIIPO3PaYHOU CEPOY MIVIBI, HUYETO



He Obut10. ['oBOpUTh 00 3TOM Ilete, meByIka He cTana, pelus,
410 JI’KEK BCEro JIUIIb OTOIIE.

OuepeqHOI TOYOK B ABEPh HE TIO3BOJIWII MAPHIO YCTOATh, U
OH PYXHYJI PSIIOM C JEBYIIKOW. Yapbl IPeKPaTHIINCh JIUIIb IS
TOrO 4TOOBI JIaTh peOsSTaM MOKWHYTh 31aHME M C HOBOW CHJION
TIOBTOPUTCS.

— A e Ixek? — Ilocmotpen Ilérp Ha Kpecry.

Ta, uib noxap Iie4aMu, BUHOBATO NMOCMOTpESIA Ha AbIPY,
U3 KOTOPOW OHU TOJIbKO YTO MOSIBUJIUCh.

— JlagHo, HaiIETCsA, 6eKUM B TOT TPOYJIOK. — CKaza OH, HO
npex/e, IsSHYB Ha 00yBKY KpecThl, Ha HECKOJTBKO CeKYH[I TPO-
naJi B ojicoOke. [71e 4y1oM pa3sMUHYJICS CO 3MEETOIOBOM COPO-
KOHOXKOM.

OOyBKO# OKa3aJHCh TANlOYKH, CO CIIMHKOM, HO JIEBYIIKA HE
oOujieNach M Jake cama JIMYHO OTIIBBIPHYJIA MOJIHBIE TY(IIH.

7

— Tloxainyi, Tel ipaBa. — [IoHSIB 0 4YEM roBOpUT HOApyra
ckazan J[oH.

BHoBb mnosiBUBIIMECS U3 TOHHCJIAA, OCTAHOBUJIUCH PACKPLIB
PTHIL. TI/IIJ_II/IHy, YTO BO3HHMKIJIA K TOMY MOMCHTY HapylinJ IlapEHb



JIET IBaALATH IIATU:

— Kytp TO Kakaa. — IIpou3HEC OH, IIAAA HA TOPOJOK BO
MIJIE.

— UYro X, Hy MO KpallHel Mepe y Hac, YTO-TO MOTY4YHUJIOCh.
— He ynauno nomrytun JIxoH.

— Tonbko Mbl He 3TOro XoTenu. — OOpeyEHHO MpoU3Hecna
Mapraper.

Yro Oosiee MHTEPECHO CpeAr TMOKJIOHHUKOB [bsSIBOJIA, HAa-
IUIACh U T€, JUIsl KOrO CIy4YMBIIEECs, OKa3aJIOCh HE CTOJIb Iie-
JaJIbHBIM cOObITHEM. OHU OBICTPO COOpasMCh B KOMIIAIIIKY, U HE
CJIOBA, He Mpou3Hecs (MpaBaa KTO-TO BCE JKe ofapuJl 3J0BeIen
YJIBIOKOM OCTABIIMXCSI), CKPBUIUCH B TyMaHe.

— Yro 3710 OBLTO?! — YnuBIEHHO NMpousHeciaa Mapraper.
— Tlonararo, Hac kunyau. — [locnbimanock 3a cnuHou J{xo-
Ha U pBLKEN.

Jlymaio criesyer IpUBHECTH HEKYIO ICHOCTb B [IOBECTBOBAHHUE.
CoObITHSA, TTPOUCXOASAIINE B 9TON Oalike, UMEIOT B ce0e HEeKOTO-
pbIi BpEMEHHOM pa3peiB (TOYHEE ABa-TpU Mecana). M paHbiie
«TPOMIIbI», 3/1€Ch OKA3aJIUCh CATAHUCTHI.

Bpewmsi 31ech TekJ10 mo-ocodomy. I aBHbIM ke (haKTOPOM Obl-
JI0, HY MO KpaiiHeill Mepe y KUBbIX, IIOJTHOE OTCYTCTBUE TOJIOAA.
XOTs ef1pl 371eCh OBLIO B IOCTATKe (B Mara3uHax JIexkKaiu MPOayK-



Thl, 110 HETIOHSITHON MPUYNHE OHU HE MOPTUIIUCH).
U Tak, ocraBimmecs y 3HaKa, JI0Jro He peliaivch Ha 9TO-T100.
[lepBbIM HE BbIAEpkKaJ KTO-TO U3 CTOPOHHUKOB Mapraper:

— MoxeT Mbl BCE-TaKu MOUIEM B ropof?
— U BepHO, uTO MBI 371€Ch Aenaem?! — Ito ckazan [[xoH.

B ropoz oHu BouuM MUHYT uyepe3 ABaauarb. OCTOpPOKHOCTb
ObU1a UX m1aBHBIM AenoM. K Tomy ke, ux BcTpeyanu. 3a xo3s-
€B BBICTYIIWIN, 3HAKOMBIE HAM YK€ CUHEIJIa3ble TEHU. DTOT BUJL
MECTHBIX aOOPUTeHOB He oOpalan Ha ToOCTel HM Karuii BHUMa-
HM, BCE 3aHUMAJIMCh CBOMMM J€JIaMHU.

CBoii ke MHTepeC K HUM MposiBuIM ipyrue. He Gorbimast cBo-
pa ABOPOBBIX 11COB. KOTOPBIX B CBOIO 0OYepeib, KUBBIMU HAa3BATh
ObLJIO HU KaK Henb3sl. HexxuTsb, BhiaBal ux oOuK.

Cnactuch ot Takoi Oe/ibl, MOKHO OBLIO C TOMOIIBIO KAKOTO HU
Oynb opyxusi. BoT TonbKo, HU Tipu cebe He Tr/ie-TO MOOIU30CTH
ero HaWTH He yaanock. OcTaBaioCh JMIIb OHO, Oexarh. Bripo-
4yeM, B M0JOOHOM >kaHpe, 3T0 Beerjaa ommoOka. Korga 6osnpiinas
YacTh M0J], KOMaHJOBAaHUEM PbIKEH, YAAJIOCh MIOKUHYTh YJIMILY,
JIKOH M e1l€ HeCKOJIBKO CaTaHHUCTOB, OBLITM MSITKO TOBOPsI ITOMMa-
HBI CBOPO. 3penuiiie U3 OKOH COCEIHMX JIOMOB OBbUIO HE OYEHb.
Bcé e npitasich orouthes, [IKOH pa3phIBaeMblil HECKOIBKUMHU
ncamu, 4ro-To Kpuyaa. Ho gpiMka, omyckamomascs BCE HUKE,
DJIYIIUIA JIIOO 3BYK.

Mapraper, noutu Bc€ 310 Buaena. E€ npasas pyka camonpo-



M3BOJIbHO HAa4YaJla OCEHSITh €€ KPECTHBIM 3HaMeHeM. HekoTtopebie
Y3 MPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX IS HA 3TO, TOKE PELIWIIA, YTO yKe Iopa
YBEPOBATh B TOrO, KOI'O OHU TaK JOJITO MPEe3UPAJIH.

Tam BHU3Y, «MEPTBAsl» CBOPA YK€ 3aKaHUYMBAJIA CBOIO JKYT-
KyIO Tpame3y. 3a BOXKaKa y HHUX KCTAaTH BBICTYIAJ, YACTOKPOB-
HbIIA OpuTaHCKMiA 10T. I B OTIIMYME OT MHOTHX CBOMX «IIOCIIE-
JoBarteneil», Oonblile Bcex MOXOAU Ha KuBoro. VckmoyeHuem
ObLIO, OTCYTCTBUE I71a3. B TOT MOMeHT, Korja Mapraper nepe-
KPEeCTUJIach, Ha YJIMIIE CTAJIU IPOUCXOIUTH elé Ooree KyTKue
MeTaMopO3bl YEM «TOJIOIHAS» CTast MEPTBBIX COOAK. A UMEHHO
ObLIIO BOT YTO:

Hor, momHs cBOI0 6e3r1a3yo MOp/ly B CTOPOHY OTKYy/a eInié
HE JTABHO MPUIILTA Te, KTO ObUT Bo3m1aBsieH [I:xoHom. Co CTOpOHBI
TOHHEJIS, OKPYKaIUI MUP MeHsIics. M B THETylIen TUIIIUHE,
410 00pa3oBajgach B 3TOT MOMEHT, YETKO CJIBIIIAJICS HETIPUsIT-
HBII XPYCTALIUEI TpecK. Takoil ke, Kak YCIbIIIAIM, TO €CTh YCIIbl-
miat, [1€rp u Kpecra B 00yBHOM Mara3zuHe 3a HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
JI0 TOTO, KaK HanaeTcs nponaxka (Jxkek). 3Byk NMpuOIMKaCs, 1
CBOpA TENeph YKE B MOJTHOM COCTABE BCMATPUBAJIACH B IIPOMC-
xopsiee. M He ycTynanu U BbIKUBIIAE CATAHUCTHI.

A Korma Tpeck yxke ObUT Ha He JAJIEKOM PACCTOSTHHH, TICHI TIO
Hayaxy MeJIeHHO MATACh, CTalu OTcTynarh. Habmonatomue 31o
JEUCTBO, AaKe CTaji He MHOro cMmesnee. He Ha nonro.

Co 3ByKOM IIpUILIO U u300paxenue. OT CTEH JOMOB U BCETO
BO KPYI' OTCJIaMBAJIUCh, CJIOBHO B 3aMEJIEHHOM JIEUCTBUM, KyC-



ku. To xe mpoucxonuiao u ¢ Oenoriaa3piMu TeHsaMu. [lo MEpT-
BOM CBOPBI, CUE€ CBETONPECTABJIEHNE TOXE AOCTUITIO. BeposaTHo,
npaB/ia He JI0 BceX. A JIMIIb TeX, KTO He ObLT CHJIEH B CKOPOCTH.

KyTKoe pa3pylieHue KOCHYJI0Ch TAKKE U BHYTPEHHOCTEN I10-
MEIIIEHUsI B KOTOPOM ceivac Haxonuiuch cataHucThl. He mpu-
SITHO, a TIApOH JIa)ke MPUHOCS JIETKYI0 OOJb, PiKaBble OMIMETKU
IIPUKACATIUCh K HUAM.

Mapraper, He noBe310 OoJbiie Becex. OIUH U3 TaKUX KYCKOB
0KazaJsicsi U3PsiAHO OCTPBIM.

Eit naxe He ObII0 OONBHO, criepBa. He poBHBIN KYCOK pXkaB-
YKHBI, IPOTIOPOJT JKEHIIMHE B JIaJIb HOTW 1 Oeipa NTyOOKYIo cca-
auHy. U ecrectBeHHO Ha 3TOM He ocTaHoBwWICA. Criac nosoxe-
HUE (eC/IM TakK, MOKHO BBIPA3UThCS), OTIOMHUBIIMICS OpIOHET.
Yro crosut He noporuiEKy. OH cxBatui Mapraper 1 BMECTE C HEH,
ynajn Ha noi. OCTaHOBMB pOCT IlIpama, Ha Iee. B HeCKOIbKuX
JIoMMax OT CMEPTH.

K MomeHTy, Kora o4HyBIIMECs OT IIIOKa OCTAHOBUJIA KPOBb,
XOTb Y MEJIKOU, HO WAYIIEH CTPYHMKOU y CBOEU IPEIBOIUTEb-
HUILIBL, 32 OKHOM ObUT cHOBa JIOHIOHCKUN Tei3ax. Bor Tobko
BMECTO J0K/Is1 C MpayHbIX HeOec, CHOBa Majjal merell.

[TpupepxuBast paHeHyl0, TOT e OPIOHET, a 32 HUMH U OCTaB-
IIMECS B )KUBBIX, IOKUHYJIM HE OYEHb TOCTEIIPUMMHBII JJOM.

Cefiyac 3Ta ropcTka OOpEYEHHBIX JIBUTATACh MO OJHOW W3
YJIMILL TPOKJIAATOrO ropoa. JXOM pa3faBasiuch ux maru. [Iporas
ouepeHON KBapTal MX BHUMaHKE OBLTO ITPUBIICYCHO K CTOSIIEH
NOCpey MapKa LEPKBY, U JO CTPAHHOCTU HE IOXO0XKEN Ha Ipo-



yue JIoma, e€ o0mik. U nenmo He B apxurektype. LlepkoBb Obuia
CJIOBHO He M3 3TOro Mupa. YTo-To TOBOPUJIO, UTO 37€Ch, POXO-
KU HAUJET yOexuIle oT Bcex Oefl.

B aTOoM OHUM ckopo yoenstcs. U peanbHO yBepyloT, B TOTO,
KOT'O JIO CeJisl IPU3epamMu.
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[TonaButh poxaaroiieecs kejaHue 3aKpuyarh (1Mo3Bath [xe-
ka), [lerp cmor. 3a 1o, Kpecra He yaepxkanach:

— JI’xeK, OT30BUCH!

— Kpecra, 11 yero? — Crerka MCIyraBIIMCh ITPOU3HEC
[TeTp.

JleBylika He cpasy NMOHsANA, 4To €€ crpamusaioT. OHa no-
CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero Tak, OyJATO OH CMOPO3MJI KaKyI0-TO HEJIEMOCTb.
Ho 4yTb norozs, u cama oco3Hajia CBOIO OIIAOKY.

— On. Hanerocs odonaércs.

— 4 tak He gymaro. — IIpousHEC OH ¢ MeHAIUMCA (HE B
JIYYILIYI0 CTOPOHY) JIULIOM.

HeByika npocnenuina 3a B3rsaoM Ilerpa. C kpblilin JoMa Ha
IIPOTHUB, MEIJIEHHO CITyCKAJIOCh CYIIECTBO, O KOTOPOM PaccKas3bl-
Baut [Ixek. OT ykaca oHa 4yTh ObIJIO CHOBA He 3aKpuyaia. biaaro
[I€rp, ycren 3aKpbITh €€ pOT CBOEU JIAJOHBIO.

Cy11iecTBO NOBEPTEB JIECATKOM IJ1a3, JaJbIIIe CITyCKAThCS HE
pewmanock. OHO NPUCTAIIBHO PasryIsAAbIBAIO, YTO-TO C MpaBa OT
Taphl.



CoOpaBIIMCh C AyXOM HAIllK TEPOU, HE CTOBAPUBASICh, OTHO-
BPEMEHHO MOBEPHY/IM T'OJIOBBl B TOM HAIPABJICHUU. YIUBUIACH
JIM OHU YBUJIEB PSAAOM C COOOM MOHCTpA, UTO THAJICS 32 HUMU
u3 oO0yBHoro marasuna?! BepositTHeil Bcero HeT. bomnbliie Bcero
UX MPUBJIEKJIO HE ero Hajmuuue, psaaoM. VX uHTepec (a 310 ObLI
VMMEHHO MHTEPEC), BBIZBAIO JIpyroe. OHO HU CKOJIEYKO HE UHTE-
PECOBAIOCH CTOSIIIIUMU psAIoM. Bc€ cBo€ BHUMaHue, OHO o0pa-
THJIO K CYIIECTBY Ha CTEHE JioMa.

Crpax 0ObBIYHO MPUTYIUISIET MHOTHUE UHCTHUHKTHI, BOT TOJIBKO
He B 3TOT pa3. Kpecra, HM c0Ba He TOBOps, B3sj1a PyKy MapHs
Y aKKYpPaTHO MOTAIWIA TOrO B COCEAHUN MTPOEM MEXKY ABYMS
Mara3uHam¥ (BepHel MarasHOM ObUT JIMIIb OUMH U3 HUX). [To-
Oer 13 KXyTKOU JIOBYIIKY, UM ynaics. Ho 1 TEMHBIX CyIecTs,
BCE TOJILKO HAYMHAJIOCh.

MenjieHHO CYCTUBILMChH CO CTEHbI, MHOTOIJIA3bIM TaK K€ He
TOPOIISACh HIET K TOMY MECTY IJie elll€ He JaBHO cTosiiu Kpecra
c Ilerpom, a Tenepr U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY MOKAYUBASICh CTOSLI
MOXOKHMM Ha KOTa (OTAAIEHHO) HEe movmM KTo. IlepBbiM HaHEC
yaap «kot». Ho Becbma HeygauHo. [103TOMy €ro onmoHeHT cMor
clenath CBOM Xof1. XOTh M He HAaHEC CHITBHOTO yIlepOa, HO BCE ke
3arenui1. MHOTOrIaspii ¢ medypIiamyum 3ByKOM, CTaJ JIBUTaTh-
cs1 CJIOBHO Kpab (6okom). «Kot», emy He ycrynai. Tak oHu, 1715-
I IpYT IPYTy B IIa3a NPOKPYKUIKCh HE MEHbIIIE MSATH MUAHYT.
[Toka mMHoOrornaseiii, He HaHEC HOBBIN ynap. ConepHuKa oTOpO-
CHUJIO, HO K HECUACTBIO sl HAHECIIETO ylap, TOT BbIBepHYJIcs. U
XBOCTOM, Ha KOTOPOM (HE U3BECTHO OTKYAA) MOSBUJIACH KJIEITHS,



cpe3aJll CONepHHKY BCe ero Iyasa.

Kazasocs 6b1, mobesa 3a «<KOToM», aH HeT. Tenepb yxe cienoi
MOHCTP (BEpOSTHO, Onarofapsi MOITHOMY CITYXY), CA€JaB Calb-
TO Yepe3 CIIUHY, OKa3aJICs Ha «KOTe». A MTHOBEHHE CITyCTsI YKe
BITWJICS THICSTYBIO MEJIKHX 3yOOB, B 3arpPHBOK.

Tonko Bepela, «KOTspa» CTal KaTaTbCs Ha CIIMHE 1Mo Opyc-
yatke. Ho Kak-To cOpOCHTH COMEpHUKA HE BBHIXOAWIO. A KPOBb
(MM 9TO, TaM y HEro), Mo-TMpekKHEMY MMOKHUAJA ero OpbI3raMu
BO BCE CTOPOHBI. «KOT» M3JIOBUMIICS U C CHJIOH YIapuJl CJIETIOrO
o ¢oHapubiii ctond. [Nanmumps TpecHyn. Kakas-to kugkocTp u
CTYCTKH Yero — TO OOJIOTHOTO 11BETa, BHIBATTMBAJIOCH U3 HETO.
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