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B JlucreHHe cTporuve 3aKOHbI: KOIJla B CTPAaHE UAET BOMHA, OIHY JOUYb U3 KaXJ0M
CeMbH YBO3ST Ha SIpMapKy HeBecT, UTOObl OHa CTaJla MOJIeBOM KEHOM BOMHA.
Boprba 3a MeCcTO MO/ COTHIIEM UJIET KeCcToKasi. ATHecce, Milaiell J1ouepu
(bepmepa, He MOBE3IIO: B ITOT rOJl MPUIILIA €€ OYepelb OTIPABIATHCA HA SIpMapKy.
TonbKO CTpONTUBAs AEBYOHKA COBEPIIEHHO HE XOUET OCTABATHCA B IUICHY, AAKE
€CJIU ee BhIOepeT CaMblil KPaCUBBIN MY:KUMHA Ha cBeTe.***— OTIycTH MeHsl, —
IPOIILY £, 33/bIXasiCh OT cTpaxa u cyie3.OH CTOUT Tak OJM3KO, UTO 1 BUXKY, KaK B €ro
MOTEMHEBILIMX OT 3JI0CTH IJla3ax OyuryeT sipocTb.— Ellie pa3 cOexullib, mocaxy Ha
1eTlb, — LIEIUT CKBO3b 3yObl OH.— Henb3s Tak obpaiarbces ¢ yeaoBekoM !— Thl He
YeJIOBEK, — IPE3PEHUE CKBO3UT B €T0 IM1a3ax. — Tbl COaTcKas HeBecTa.
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Kupa ®apau
Apmapka HeBecCT

I'maBa 1

CecTpbl cuIeM Ha CKaMbe, TECHO MTPHKABILIUCH APYT K APYTY: CETrOIHS pelaiach ux cyapoa. B
KYXOHHOM 3aKyTKE POAMTENN CIIOPUIIM, KOTO U3 HUX OTIIPABUTH HA KOPOJIEBCKYIO SIpMapKy HeEBecT.

— MapuaHHy Henb3s, — IIENOTOM FOBOPWIIA MaTh. — Y HEE yXKE KEHUX €CTb.

— Ho oHa camas KpacuBasi B ceMbe, MOKET BBITH 3aMy:K 3a OOraTroro KOMaHaupa.

— Tl uto, crapuk! Pa3Be B kpacote gen0? — rojoc Matepu 3aBUOprpoBait. — ['oBOpAT Tam
BCEX HAMEPEHHO ypOAYIOT.

— 3auem?

— Komanaupos Masio, a congat MHOro. BoT 4ToObI OHUM JIpyT OpYyXKe HE 3aBHIOBAJIH, TIOCIIE
0TOOpa OCTABLIMXCSA JIEBYILEK MOPTST.

Cectpsl IEPEITIAHYIINCH U B YKace 3aJpoKallu.

— He xouy! He xouy! — 3atpsicina ronoBoii Mapuanna. — I pyku Ha ceOs1 HATOKY.

JlyTa BCXJIMIHYIA ¥ KPETIKO MpYKanach K Hel. Tonbko ArHecca HE MCITyTanach.

— Ipukycy A3bIK! — MIMKHYJIA OHA HA CECTPY. — DTO BCE JIMILb CIyXU.

Ona oOHMMaJIa 32 TAJIMK TPACYILMXCS CecTep, CKMMasi NaJIbLbl B KYJIaKH.

«Kak xe! Tak a4 1 gaMm Komy-T0 MeHs u3yponosars! IlycTb TONBKO MocMeeT nogouTu!» —
AyMaJla OHa, IPUKHMIBIBAs, KaK CIIPAaBUTCA C TAKOW CUTYalUEH, €CJIM OHa BIIPYT CIIyYHTCH.

Ha, aToT GecuenoBeYHbIil 3aKOH BO BpeMsi BOMHBI OTHUMAJ Jlouepeil y OemHbx cemeil. Bot u
9TOM OCEHBIO 10 Joporam JIMCTeHHBI OTSHYJIHMChH JUTMHHbBIE 0003bI, 3aIIOTHEHHBIE IO/ 3aBSI3KY 3arlia-
KaHHbIMU HeBecTaMu. YTO MPOMCXOANIIO Jajiblile, KOrla X YBO3WJIM U3 JEPEBHU, ObLJIO HEM3BECTHO:
HUKTO €ILE HE BEPHYJICA.

[MoroBapuBanm, 4YT0 HEKOTOPHIE IEBYIIKA OYEHb HEIJIOXO YCTPAaUBAIUCh B KU3HU. OHU BII0O-
JISUTH B ce0s1 BOMHOB, CTAHOBHJIMCh MX JIOOOBHUIIAMH U JJaKe TIEPBHIMU JKEHAMU. A Ipyrue ucue3an
OecciieIHO, HO, YIUBUTEJIbHOE JIEJIO, UX CEMbHM BOBCE HE BOJIHOBAJIUCH. ATHU O103peBaJia, YTO 3TO
HECIPOCTa, HO pacCrpalrBaTh O TAKOM ObLJIO HE MPUHSTO.

Cama Arnecca He coOupanack 3amyk. OHa MeuTajia BRIPBAaThCSl M3 OTYEro JOMa W MOBHIATh
OIPOMHBIII MUP, PACKMHYBIIMICA 32 OKOJMLEN MX AepeBYLIKU. Ee Tak M MogmMbIBasIo NMPEKPATUTh
CIIOp POAUTENIEN 1 NIPEIIOKUTD ceOs1 B KauecTBe KepTBbl. Ho BBI3BaTh MOI03peHe MPOHULIATETBHOM
MaTepy CTpaIlHO, [I03TOMY TEPIEIUBO KJajla €€ PEIIEHNUS.

«['oBopure, roBopure! — noroparmsaia oHa popureneid. — Teneps ouepenp JIyToi».

— Torga ornipaBum JlyTy, — 0XMBWIICA OTell, CIIOBHO ITPOYUTAB €€ MbIC/IM. — OHa He Takas
KpacHBasi, Kak MapuaHHa, HO TIOCJTyIIIHAsl M KPOTKasi, OyJeT XOpOIei KeHOMH.

— Jlymaii, 4To roBOpHIb! — CEeCTphl YCIbIIIAIM 3BYK LIUIENIKa — MaTh Beerja Obula OblcTpa
Ha pacripaBy. — JIyTy *kaJsiko, oHa HexxHast M cradas. [la ¥ KTo MHe 10 oMYy ITOMOraTth CTaHeT?

— Yro TBI OT MeHs Xouelb? — paccepauica orell. — Hapoxkana neBok, tenepb Mmyunmcs. 1
MOYEMY y MEHS CHIHOBEU HET?

— A yeMm oHu Jayuie? JJouKd — MOJNEBBIE KEHBI, CHIHBI — COJJATHI. Y NEPEBEHCKHX KUTE-
JIeil He CITMIIKOM OOMbIION BHIOOP cynbObl. [TocMOTpH Ha ceOst, BEpHYJICS ¢ BOWHBI KAJICKOM, TOJIBKO
IIOTOMY Y CyMeJI JKEHUTbCA U 3aBECTU JIETEN.

310 TOXKE OblIA CYypOBasi IPaB/a KU3HU. B orHe OeCKOHEUHBIX CpakeHUM, KOTOpbIE YCTpauBall
KOpOJIb, TOPENHN BCE.
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Poaurenu 3amommuaitu, JeBYIIKM HEMHOTO PaccIaOUINCh, OSIBIIIACH HA/IeKa, YTO yMHAs MaTh
YTO-HUOYIb IPUIYMAET U CIACET CEMBIO.

«Hy, Hy! — mbicnenHo noaronsuia Arnecca. — Ipenyoxure mens. [oxanyiicra!»

Ona yyTh He BCKOUWIA M HE 3aKpUYajia OT HeTepIeHus, HO YCUJIMEM BOJH yAepxkaia ceOs Ha
MecTe.

— ArHeccy ToXe Hellb3sl, — HaKOHEI| 3arOBOPUJI OTell.

«0O 6oru! — 3acronasna neBymka. — Hy, mouemy Henb3sa? 9 xouy! Xouy! OtnpaBbTe MeHs!»

Ona He aymana o cypoBoM 3akoHe. OH ObLT TJie-TO TaMm, JaJieKo, 3a pevykol BoHIOUKOH, 3a
TIOJISIMU P3KH, 32 AATTbHUM JIECOM, I'PAHUIIBI KOTOPOTO OBUIO 3arperieHo MOKUIATh cenbuaHaM. Bes ee
KOPOTKasl )XKM3Hb KPYTHJIACh HA 9TOM TIsITauKe, a TYT BblIaIcs Tako maHc! Her, oHa He Mora ero
yIycTuTh. TONBKO HE cerogHs!

— Jla, MosI0a, CJMIIIKOM CBOEBOJIbHA, — COMJIACKJIACh MaTh, — MTHOBEHHO HaXuBeT cebe
BpAaroB.

— W3-3a Hee U caMu CTUHEM.

Kopotkuii 1pyHblii B310X, ¥ O1ATh THIIMHA. OHA yrHeTala, JaBuiia Ha IJIeYu, CBOIMIIA C yMa.
ArHecca efjBa Jiepkaiach Ha CKaMbe, OT HETEPIIeHUs TaK ep3aia, uto MapuaHHa Ha Hee PUKPHK-
HyJIa:

— Tuxo! He memaii ciymars!

Cryn 3ackpurnes, TOTOM pa3/avCh Iard, TOHKash M MU30THYTasl TeHb MaTepu MeJIbKHYJIa 3a
3aHaBECKOM.

— 3aro oHa cooOpa3uTeNbHas U yMHAsl, — YCIBIIAIN cecTphl. — W, — mpogoikuia Math
IPOMKHUM IIENOTOM, ATHECCA HANPSIIACh U HACTOPOXKMWIACh: — Y Hee eCTh Jap.

Hap...

Jnst mpocTomoauHa 3T OblIa M Harpaaa HeOec, v MPOKJISTHE.

CrnocoOHOCTb K Marnu Toxe Kapaiach 3akoHOM. Ero xecTkue npaBuia roBOPHIIH, YTO Aap —
MIPUBHIJIETHS K PELIOB, KOTOpasi iepeaeTcs Mo HACeACTBY. VX Ha3bIBaIM HEOOKHUTEISIMH, IETITATINCH
IO yIyIaM, 9T0 OOrH HampsAMYyIo ¢ HUMH OecenyroT. CriaOblii HAMEK Ha Jap — W OOBIYHBIA CMEPTHBIN
MOT' OKa3aThCs Ha IIaxe.

CBou criocoOHOCTH ATHecca MepeHsijia OT MaTepy, KOTOPYIO OJHOCEIbUAHEe CUMTANIN KOIIYHbEH
3a yMEeHWe BpadyeBaTh M MpeayraipBath noroay. Ho, Tak Kak 3T0 ObUIM MOJNE3HbIe HABBIKU, U OHU
HE BBIXOJWIM 32 PAMKH Pa3yMHOTO, CEMbsl KMJIA OTHOCUTENIBHO CIIOKOMHO. PoauTenu TimaresibHO
MPATTM MaruvecKe 3a1aTKu JOUYepH, JEeBYIIKaA C IETCTBA POC/A B CTpaxe CIIy4ailHO X PaCKphITh.

— Cuymiaii, Arau, ciacu! — ropsido 3anientaina Mapranaa. — Tl eIMHCTBEHHAs U3 HAC, KTO
CMOKET BbUKUTh. VI THI cTapiuas, JOIKHA MOWTH NIEPBOIL.

— U ut0? — ArHecca ycTaBWiach Ha CECTpy CEpPAMTHIM YEPHBIM B3MJIsiIOM. — MeHsl Haj10
MOJCTAaBUTh MOJ yap?

— Tuxo! — 3ammurnena Ha cectep miamas Jlyra. — He ccopbrech!

— [la, 0 yeM ThI TOBOPHIIIL! — OTell MOBBICKII Tosoc: ArHecca Obuia ero Jooumureit. — Kak
nap el nomoxet? Elie u ronoBy cHecyT, €Cii y3HaIoT.

— O Goru! — cynopokHO B3/10XHY/a MaTh. — Kako# cioxHbIi BeIOOP!

— A eciM Bcex TPOMX CIpATATh?

— T, cTapuk, coBceM yMOM TpoHyJicsi? Xodelb, YTOObI Halll IOM CpaBHsUIH ¢ 3emJeii? Bee
OfIHOCENIbYaHe 3HAIOT, YTO y Hac Tpu aodyepr. Ctapocta cpasy BbIAACT.

— Ckaxem, 4TO OHH TSDKEJIO 3a00eJIH.

Poaurenu 3amomuanu, cecTpbl 3amepiu Toxe. Ha paccere nmpreayT cOOpIIMKY HEBECT, KaK HU
KPYTHCh, 2 OJJHY JIEBYIIKY MPUAETCS OTAATh, MHAUe BCeX TPoUX 3a0epyT Ha SIpmapky, a poxuTteneit
yObI0T. OTBEpPTETHCS HA Y KOTO HE MOTYYUTCS: CTapblii KOPOJIb CTPOTo COOMONAET JPEBHHE 3aKOHBI.

— Cuymaid, a Tel Mosiozienl! ['onioBa BapuT! — BAPYT OKMBHJIACH MATh.



K. ®apmu. «fpmapka HeBect»

TyT %e ITOopKa OTOIBUHYJIACh, U OHA ITOKAa3aJ1ach B IPOEME, BBICOKasl, XyJas, Koka Ja KOCTH, C
TaKUMH OCTPBIMH CKYJIAMH, UTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOKHO MOpe3arhcsl. MaTh MOCAenoBaro MpuIily puiiach U
OKMHYJIa CecTep B3IIs10M. B Hem cBeTus1ach 03a004eHHOCT, HO He JIIoO0Bb. Eif pesicTosiia cinoxHas
3ajla4a: eHOW OJIHOU TOYEepH CMACTH JIBYX JIPYTHUX.

JleBYyIIKM UCIyTaHHO MPUKAIUCh K cTeHe, JIyTa, Milajaimas u camasi paHuMas U3 HUX, BCXJIUII-
HYyJIa U CIPATANACh 32 CIIMHY CEecTep.

— Bu1 yxe BoiOpam? — gep3Ko crpocunia ArHecca. Ee miaza 3e1eHblo 3aMmepraii B TEMHOTE,
3peHHe KOLIKU OMOTaJlo BU/IETh HOUBIO TaK € XOPOIIO, KaK U JHEM.

— INonpoOyem criacTu Bac BCex.

— Kak?

— Oronb. Pa3ox:kem KocTep, IOCTaBUM Bac psiioM, OpOCHM Ha APOBa CYXOU JIMIIARHKK, OH
JACT CUJIbHBIE UCKPBI, KOTOPBIE MOMa/1yT HA Ballly KOXY U MOKPOIOT €€ MEJIKMMHU OKOTaMH.

— H-e-e-e-1! — 3akpuuanu cectpbl. — Tosbko He 370!

— A Hy, 3aTKHYJIUCb BCe! — MaTbh CTyKHYJIa KYJIAKOM I10 ABEPHOMY KOCSIKY. — 3HAuuT, CTaTbh
MOICTUIIKAMHU ISl COJIAAT XOTUTE?

— Yewm e JIyullie MoTyYuTh OKO0rM? — BCKouMIa MapuanHa. — Mbl Ha BCIO KU3Hb pSOBIMU
ocranemcs. Kto Hac 3amyx Bo3pmeT?

— Csazp Ha MecTo! — MaTh pe3KO TOJIKHYJA JIEBYIIKY B Ijie4o. — [la, Ballu Tesna moKpoTcs
KPacHBIMH BOJIABIPSIMH, HO HUYETO, MOTepIUTe IS jena: OOJbHBIX HEBECT He OepyT. A depes rof,
€CJIM 32 9TO BPEeMsI CO3AAJUTE CEMbH, BaC OCTaBAT B MIOKOE.

JleBy1IKy 3amMepin, 0OyMbIBasi CUTYAIIUIO.

— A BIpYr B 3TOT pa3 ¥ OOJIBHBIX BO3bMYT? — MOAHsIIA royoBy JlyTa, HO MPOAOIKUTH HE
ycrena: TPOMKMI CTYK B JIBEpPb 3aCTaBUJI BCEX B3/IPOTHYTb.

Ponurenu nepernsHyauce, MapuaHHa NMUCKHYJa M WCIYTaHHO 3aKpbula POT JaJoHsAMU. B
OrpoMHBIX I1a3ax JIyTsl 3a0unach MaHMKa.

— Kr0 310? — gposkainym 1menoToM Cpocui oTel.

— Xo3g€eBa, ecTb KTo goma?

['myxoii ronoc KpUyaBIIero He y3HAIU, OTTOTO ellle OOJbIle 3aTPSCIUCh. ATHECCa HEBOJIBHO
Opocuiia B3MJIs Ha KPOXOTHOE OKOIIKO MO/ MOTOJKOM, HO CKBO3b I'YCTYIO YEPHOTY HUYETO He pa3-
rsaena.

— Crapuk, uam, y3Hail, — MaTh TOJIKHYJIa OTIa B OOK.

Tort, Xxpomasi, 3aKOBBUISUT K BBIXOLY.

— K10 TamM? — KpUKHYIT OH.

— T'onuH, oTKpBIBal, 3TO 51, 3UMaH.

3uMaH, uX cocel, Toxke cooupan Ha Sipmapky nods Jle. ArHecca pajoBaiach, 4To, €CJv BhiOe-
pyT ee, oHa OyzeT He OJHA B JAJIbHEM TOXOJIE, BUAETH PSIOM JIMIIO MOAPYTH MPUSTHO M CIIOKOMHO.

Cocen Boles B TOpHUILY, OIJISE] BCEX U MOTSAHYJ OTHA BO IBOp. TOT moxan ruieyamu, HO
BbIIIes. [Toka MyKUYHMHBI IIENTAINCh, B JOME CTOsUIa TaKasi TUIIIMHA, YTO CJIBIIIHO ObLIO, KaK ObeTCs
y €IMHCTBEHHOT'O CBETUJIbHUKA OCEHHSSI MyXa.

Hakonen oren1 BepHyJicsi, MaTh MOTaIIKIA €T0 B KyxHI0. CecTpbl OMSATh HAIIPSIIIMCH U 3aMEPIIY,
Ka3aJIoch, 3TOMY Beuepy He Oy[eT KOHIa. ATHH Haioesia Hen3BeCTHOCTh. OHa TUXO COCKOJIb3HYJIA CO
CKaMbH, MOJKPAJIach K 3aHABECKE U OTO/IBUHYJIA €€.

— Hy, 4r0? — ycnpimana oHa menor Matepu. — Yero Hasio 3UMaHy.

— Coceau XOTAT CHACTH AETEH.

— W naknmkars Ha Bcex Oey?

— Her, Bce cnenarT no-yMHOMY, TaK...

Tomoc ortna 3atux. Arecca Kak HU MPUCITYIINBAJIACh, YIABIMBAJIA TOJIBKO LIy-IIy-11y, OyaTO
BETep LIeJIeCTes COJIOMOM KpbIlU. «YTO ke OHU XOTAT cAesaTh? — 3aJaBajlacb BOIIPOCOM OHA. —
Yro?»
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— [la, XopoImmii BapuaHT, — 4yTh TPOMUE CKa3ajia MaTh U CKPHITHYJIA TaOypeToM, BCTaBasl.

JleByIlIka MUTOM BEpHYJIach Ha CKaMBbIO M OOHsIJIA CecTep.

— UYro? Yto Tam? — HaOPOCHIIUCH Te HAa Hee C BOIPOCAMHM.

— He 3Haio, HUYero He NMOHSIA, — YECTHO OTBETUJIA OHA.

Marb pe3Ko OTOIBHHYJIA 3aHABECKY M YCTaBMJIACh HEMOIBIKHBIM B3I 10M Ha JIyTy, Ta 3aep-
3aj1a OT y’Kaca.

— Yr0 THI TOBOpHJIA HACYET OOJBHBIX HEBECT?

— Kyniipl Ha pelHKE HIeNTaIuch, — MpoOOPMOTaIa Ta U CHOBA CKPBUIACh 32 CIIMHAMU CECTeD,
— YTO KOPOJIb 3aTesiJI BOMHY C COCEIHUM rOCYJapCTBOM, MHOTO COJI/IAT IPU3BAJIA B APMUIO,  3HAYMT,
OOJbHBIE U YPOIJIMBbIC HEBECTHI TOXKE MPUTOISATCS.

Marb HepBHO C:KMMaJia MalbIbl B 3aMOK, OTEIl CTOSI 32 €€ CIIMHOM, OMUPAJICS Ha MAaJIKy ¥ Orop-
YEHHO KavaJl TOJIOBOM.

— BoJbHBIX MOBE3YT B OT/IEIBHOM TOBO3KE, — CKa3aJl OH U BBIPA3UTENILHO IIOCMOTPEIT HA MaTb.

— Torga okoru Hac He CIacyT.

— IpsBon! — Bce ke copBasiach ArHecca. — ! { crany noseBoii keHoi!

— Bor aypuma!

Marb 3amMaxHyJIach Ha Hee, HO JIEBYIIIKA CMEJIO BblIepKasia CypoBbIi B3I CKOJbKO BpeMEHH
MPOJOJIKAIUCH TISIIESIKM, HUKTO He 3Hajl, HO ATHecca BBHIIUIA U3 cpaxkeHHs modenutenem. Martb
rIyOOKO B3[IOXHYJIA, CIOBHO MIPUHUMASI pellieHHeE.

— ¢ crapias 1oub B ceMbe, — J0OaBWIIA ellle OJMH J0BOI ArHecca U 3amepiia B OKUJIAaHUU
OTBeTa.

Ona BHJIe/1a MyYHUTETBHYI0 PAa0OTY MBICIIH B IJIa3aX MaTepu. Ta To MpauHea, oKumMaa ryosi,
TO JIAIIO PacCiadIsioch, CTAHOBUJIOCH CBETIIee.

— XO0poI10, — HaKOHeI| CKa3ayia OHa. — ThI U MOEAEIIIb.

— Jloporas, mogymaii, 9To THI JieJiaellb? — OpocuiIcs K MaTepH oTel]. — ATHecce Helb3s!

— TMouemy Henb3s? MokeT, 31O ee cynboa.

— Jla-n1a, MamyIIka, OTell, T0 MOsI Cy/Ib0a, — 3aTOPOITMIIACh OYHTapKa, IyBCTBYS, KaK YCKOJb-
3aeT OT Hee yJayva.

— Hapno Tonbko npugymMars, Kak CKPbITh TBOIO KPacoTy.

— 3auem?

— Moxemns He 100paThesi 10 SIpMapku, B JOpOre AeBCTBEHHOCTH JIMIIUIILCS, €lle W TIOHe-
Celllb, Cpa3y LEHHOCTh MOTepsiellb KaK HEBECTa.

— PasBe cOopmykaM Takoe J03BOJICHO? — BCTPsUT B pa3roBop otell. — OHM ke Joporou
TOBAp BE3YT.

Marpb yrpioMo ocMoTpesia Ha Hero, MaxHyJa pyKOu.

— Cityxu pasHble XOAsT, MyTh 10 CTOJMHILI HeOMM3Kkui. [Ja M B OTHENbHYIO TIOBO3KY HaJo
MOTACTb.

ATHecca ciymiana poauTesier, a B Tpyau pociio Herogosanue. O 6oru! 3a uro eit Bce 3107 OHa
He ypoauHa U He Tynuia. [ToueMy ¢ Heil 0OpaiaioTcst Kak ¢ )KUBOTHBIM, BUAST TOJIBKO CAMKY IS
YZIOBJIETBOpEHH S MOTpedHOCTel comnar. Her, oHa Ha Takoe He coryacHa, CoBceM!

Ona yripsiMo mofzkaia ryobl, FOToBast POTECTOBATh M PYTraThCsl, HO TYT e pacciaduiiach: yx
OYeHb XOTEJIOCh BBIPBATHCS U3 OTUYETO I0Ma, TOCMOTPETh OONbINON MUp. B myine 3pena yBepeHHOCTb,
YTO BHEPEOU €€ XKACT UTO-TO BCJIMKOC. B MYTHU MOXKET CIIYYHUTHCA BCAKOE, INIANUIIDb, U YIACTCA C6e-
KaTb, & TAM...

JleByIIka Ha MUT 32)KMYpPHJIACh, TIHITASICH MIPEACTABUThH TO, UTO €€ KJAET, HO OymyIee ObUIO
CKPBITO 32 TYMAaHHOM 3aBECOM.
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«Kaxo# 6ecrionesnsiit qap!» — paccepauiiach Ha cedst OHa M B3/I0XHYJIA: KapTHHA, HAPUCOBAH-
Hasl MaTepblo, MOCTaBWIA B TyNUK. Heyxenu ¢ aeBylmkaMu MocTynaoT Tak OezxanoctHo? Ternepb
yXe BaApUAHT C OTHEM Ka3aJICsl OUeHb MPUBJICKATEILHBIM.

— $1 roTOBA MOTYYHUTH OKOTH, — BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA.

— Her, 310 He roguTcs, — He cornacuiaach MaTb. — CIIpATaTh KpacoTy HYKHO Ha Bpems, a
HE Ha BCIO )KU3Hb.

— A ecsu Bostocsl 00pe3ath U OpoBU COPUTD?

Poaurenu neperssiHyaMCh U OHOBPEMEHHO BCKPUKHYIIH:

— Mopok. Hano HaBecti MOpOK.

— Mopok? — nucknyna Jlyra.

— A KT0 ero caenaer? — ucnyraiaack MapuanHa. — ITo ke 3arpelieHo!

— JleBUOHKH, KMBO 32 JIeJI0, — 3aCyeTUJIach MaTh, He 0Opaliasi BHMMaHUs Ha TAHUKY JI0Yepeid.
— Mapwu, Hecu npoBa, JlyTa, cTaBb Ha TUIUTY KOTeJ, OTell, pa3Kurai ovar.

Pa6ora 3akunena. Crapanuch Jienath Bce OecItyMHO, YTOOBI HE BBI3BATh Y COCE/Ie TIOI03pe-
HUI, a JIETKUIA IBIMOK B TEMHOTE BPsIJ] JI KTO-TO Pa3TJIs/HT.

— OKHO 3aHaBechTe ofeslaMu! — MprKas3aia MaTh gomouaaiam. Koraa ee nmpocsOy BhITON-
HWIN, OHA CyHy/a pakes B redb. ToT 3aropescsi poBHBIM IulameHeM. — [logepxu, — mornpocuia
oHa ArHeccy. — Ilocgernu.

Ona npuTammia Tabyper, Ha Hero rocTaBuJIa elne OnuH. [IeByIIIKY ¢ BhITapallieHHBIMHU [T1a3aMH
HaOoaM 3a Heid. MaTp nomapuia pykaMu B AajlbHEM BEPXHEM YIUIy U BAPYT BBITAIIMIA OTKY/A-
TO U3-3a OAJKHM MEIIOYeK, Pe3KO MaxXHYIIUK JIeTOM U ceHOM. CecTphl MepersisiHyJINCh: OHU Jake He
JIOTaJIbIBAJIMCh, YTO B UX CKPOMHOM XV>KMHE €CTh TaHBINA CXPOH.

A naselne cTano eie yauBUTeIbHee.

Korga Boza 3akurena, MaTh cMelllaia Cyxye TpaBbl, KUHYJIA B OTBap Mapy SIIEpHI, IIKYPKY
3MeM, HAlJIeHHOTO B yIiTy TapakaHa. OHa MOCTOSTHHO MOMEIIMBAIA HAITUTOK, MPUHIOXMBAIACh, TO
€0 TIOAHOCUIIA JIEPEBSHHYIO JIOKKY K ry0aM, HO He rpodoBaia. Korga HanmuTok ObLT roTOB, Moca-
auia epes coOOH oYb ¥ MPOTsIHYJIA i yary.

— Bwirieii 310 1 3aKpoit 11a3a, s 3aKJIMHAHWS YUTATh OyIy.

K ytpy ArHecca BoIrisigena Kak OOJbHOE UyHIOBHIIE: HA TOJIOBE TOPYAIU OTIEIbHBIC MyYKH
BOJIOC, BMECTO OpOBE — KO3Ka, MOKPBITast KPACHBIMU BOJIABIPMU. HOC BHITSIHYJICS, 3arHyJICs KpIod-
KOM HaJl TOHKUMU ryoamu, og00POIOK OTSIKENIENT, U Ha HeM BBIPOCIIa OrpoMHasi 60poaaBKa, ycesH-
Has YepHbIMU Bostocamu. Tenepb 0 ObLIION KpacoTe Heslb3sl ObLIO Jake I0ragaThCsl.

— XKena, Thl nepecrapasiach! — B ykace 3aKpuyai oreill. — Ee He BO3bMYT.

— H-pa! — maTb, HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, KaK JIIOOOMBITHASL BOPOHA, pasrisijsiBasia ATHeccy. —
A ecnu cpATarh 111o?

Tak 1 nopenmn: HAOPOCKIIM Ha FOJIOBY AOUYEPH IIaJTb, OCTABUB OTKPBHITHIMH JIMIIIb Kapue riia3a
C 3eJIeHBIMU KparnvHKaMu, KOTOPbIX He KOCHYJICSI MOpOK. ['OHT, n3BemaBimii 0 BpeMeHu coopa, mpo-
3ByYaJl C BOCXO/IOM COJIHIIA.

— Hy, nouka, — oter| cMaxHyI ¢ pecHHII ciesbl, — [lycts Tebe nomoryT Boru! Ipomraii.

OH npuxan ArHeccy K Ipyay, OTOM TOBEPHYI ee K MatepH. JleByIka mocMoTpesa mpsiMo B
CyXWe IJ1a3a, He TPOPOHUBIIINE HU KaIlJIH cjie3. MaTh MofHsIa PyKy, KOCHY/IaCh KOHUMKAMH MAJIbIIEB
IIEKU JI0YepH U HEOXKUIAAHHO BCXJIUITHYIA.

— Iporry 06 ogHOM, — TMPOIIENTaNa OHA, — €CJIA CMOXKEIIlb, BBIKUBH.

— Tlocrapatoch, — oTBeTHIIa ArHecca U HEOKUAAHHO TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK YTOJKHU T'y0 eyT
BHU3, 2 TONOOPOIOK HAUMHAET MEJIKO APOKATh.

— A 3710 Tebe.

Mars npoTsiHya JIeBYIIKe THIKBEHHYIO OYTHUIOUKY, 3aKPHITYIO IIPOOKOW.

— Yt0 310?

— OrBap. OTxJ1e0bIBail KaXk/10€ YTPO MO MIOTOYKY, MOPOK JOJITO JepKaThCs OyIeT.
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— Cnacu6o, mama, — Tenepb ArHecca yke OTKPBITO BCXJIUITHYJIA.

Omna noBecusia cocy/l Ha TOsIC U CHIpsiITajia ero B CKJaJIKax MHUpokoi 100ku. Ho matk Ha sTOM
He ycriokowsiack. OHa JlocTajla U3 KapMaHa Y3Kyl0 TeCbMY HEMOHSATHOIO 1[BETa, Pa3JIOXMAauE€HHYIO 1O
KpasM, CTapylo ¥ HEKPACHUBYIO.

— IloBepHucs.

— Yro 310?

— HpOCTO MaMsTb O TBOEN CEMbLC, — THUXO OTBETWJIA MaThb, IOBA3bIBAA JICHTY Ha BOJIOCHI
nouepu. — beperu ee. MHe Korjia-To Ha cBaIb0y MOIAPUII ee TBOM OTell.

Arnecca IMOBEPHYJIAChb K CECTpaM. Te YyKace 3aMEPJIK Ha IOpore, JIMilb IJia3a, HAlOJIHCHHBIC

cie3amu, Onectenu J1a ryobl Jpoxaiiy. JIeByIika XoTesna 4To-TO cKa3aTb, HO IPOCTO MaxHyJsa PyKOH
U cesa B oBO3Ky. OTell AepHyJI OBO/IbSA, U JIOMIAAX 3aCTy4YaId KOMBITAMU 110 KAMEHUCTOM JIOPOTe.
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I'maBa 2

Bprian — BHEOpavHBIN CBIH KOPOJISi — eXaJl BIEpPeAn OTpsiga COOPIIMKOB U Pa3MBIIILISIT O
cBoel HecyacTHOM cyabOe. JKusHb 6actapaa He caxap. U mouemy oH poausicst OT HAJIOKHUIIBL, /12 eIlie
OT TaKOH, KOTOPYIO BETPEHbIN KOPOJIb OBICTPO 3a0bu1? [IeHb 3a JHEM MPUHII BBIHYK/IEH ObLT TepIieTh
MeJIKME YKOJIBI IByX CTapIIuX OpaTheB MO OTIY U UX MaTepu, 3aKOHHOW KOpOJieBbl JINCTEHHBDI.

— Tepru, — roBopw1 emMy cTapblil yuntesb. — Tepru v Habupaiicst cuil, yma u onbita. Bopsoa
MPEICTOUT HEITYyTOYHAS.

— Jla g gaxe Ha TPOH He MpeTeHyl0, — cepawicad bpuan. — 3auem OHM MHE TrajsT MoCTO-
SIHHO?

— He ckaxwure, Bame BricouectBo! Bbl Bce paBHO ChIH KOPOJISl M OCTA€TECh IOCTOSTHHOM YT PO-
300 JIJI HACJIEAHOTO MPUHIIA.

Jla, IMEHHO 3TO U 3JUJI0 HEAPYIOB, U OHU CTapaTeJIbHO CO3[aBaliM Mepes KoposieM oOpas
MIPUHIIA-PA3TUJIb/IsIs, IPOKUTABIIETO KU3Hb BHE KOPOJIEBCKOTO JIBOpa. BpuaH, BbIHYKIEHHbIN ObITh
MOCTOSTHHO HACTOPOXeE, OTTOYMJI HaOMONATeNIbHOCTh /IO COBEPIIEHCTBA, YTOOBI IPELyrabIBaTh
JIOBYILIKY OpaTheB, HO, He keJas erre OOJIbIlle pa3Kurath KOH(IMKTHI, PEIKO TOSBIISIICS BO ABOPIIE,
MPOKHBAJ B POJOBOM IIOMECTHE.

Ha stot pa3 ero BbizBas cam Koposib. OH Ipucial roHla ¢ MUCbMOM M IIPUIJIACKTT ChIHA Ha
TaliHy10 aynueHuuo. [lepenonHeHHbll BoJTHEHMEM, bpuaH BiieTen B MOKOM OTLA U CIIOTKHYJICS: B
MOHapIIeM Kpeciie CHJIEN, pa3BaIsCh, CTAPIINI OpaT U 320CTPEHHOM MaJIOUKOW YMCTUT HOr'TH. [TpuHIT
3acCKpeskeTas 3ybamMu OT 3JI0CTH M pa3BepHYJICS K BBIXOMY, IOCaIys M 3JICh HA ceOsl, YTO TaK TIIyIIo
TIoIaJICS B 3amagHIo.

— IIpoxomu! Caguck! — npukazan Jlouuid, 3aMeTUB ero JBukeHue. — Pa3roBop ecrb.

— C T000i1 HEe X04y pa3roBapuBaTh, — OTPbI3HYJICS BpraH.

Eme xun B mamsATu moxap B 3epHOBBIX CKJIaaX, B KOTOPOM €ro OOBHHWJIM, XOTSI UMEHHO
Jlioumit NpUIoKWII K 3TOMY MPECTYIUIEHUIO PYKY.

HacienHplii ipuHIIL, Xy/I0IAaBbIA, TOHKUI U THOKWIA, KaK XJIBICT TIOTOHIIUKA, 00J1a1aJ1 IIPUPOI-
HbIM YMOM, U3BOPOTIIMBOCTBIO U XUTPOCThIO 3MeU. OH BBIPOC KECTKMM U BJIACTHBIM, MTOXOKMM Ha
OTLIA B MOJIOZIOCTH, IO3TOMY UMEHHO B HEM KOPOJIb BUJIEJ CBOETO MpeeMHUKa. OJHaKo BCE €ro BblAa-
IOIIHECS CIOCOOHOCTH LI Ha IJTAHMPOBaHKE MHTPUT U 3aroBopoB. OH Be3/ie BUJIEN BParo, O3TOMY
CTpeMUJICSl U30ABUTHCS OT HEYTOJHBIX JTIOOBIMU CIIOCOOAMHU.

Jlonmii pacripaBuII CKJIaIKU POCKOIITHOTO HAPSAA U IUPOKO YIBIOHYICS.

— Hy, 3a4uem b1 Tak? KTO CTapoe moMmsHer. ..

B nmymre Bpuana konokonbunkamu 3a3BeHesa TpeBora. «OnacHocTh!» — 3abuiiach B BUCKAX
MbIcTb. HecMoTps Ha TO, uto JIonuii BHIIISAIEN pacciabieHHbIM U YMUPOTBOPEHHbIM, bpraH 3Ha,
YTO 3TO CHIOKOWCTBHE KOOPHI MePe/i PBIKKOM.

— 3ayeM BbI3BaNI?

— Ilo nopyuenuio kopoins, — ycMexnyJcs Jlonuin. — Ckopo SApmapka HeBect. U3 nanbHUX
MPOBUHIIUM C KaKAbIM I'OJJOM MOCTaBJIsIeTCsl Bce MeHblIe AeByiek. Crplman 06 sTom?

— Jla.

— Toraa gomkeH 3HaTh, KAKYIO 3TO CO3/1aeT MpodaeMy Ha (bpoHTe.

Bpuan HaxMypuics: M3-3a HEXBATKH TIOJIEBBIX JKEH COJIIaThl TyMaJl He O Todesie B 0010, a 0
TOM, KaK OTHSTH KEHIIMHY y OJHONOMYaHuHA. [JOXOOUIIo 0 Apak U Jaxke yOUICTB.

— Ho no nepenvcu HacesieHUs1 pO:KJaeMOCTb B TEX MECTaX OTJIMYHAS, — OCTOPOKHO BCTABUJI
OH.

— Bot umenHo! Thl OTHpaBUIIbCS B I0KHBIE 36MJIM TAHBIM KOPOJIEBCKUM MHCIIEKTOPOM BO
IJ1aBe BOMHCKOI'O OTPsiia, IEPEoIeTOro B ofek 1bl COOPIIMKOB. JIMUHO poce Uiy 3a onepaiuen u
JOJIOXHUIIB O MPOoOIeMax.
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— [Nouemy nmenHo 51?

— A k10?7 — ckpuBwics Jlouuil. — OTell J0BEpUTh TAKOE OMACHOE JEJI0 MOKET TOJIBKO HaM.
Sl HaceTHBINA MTPUHIL, HE MOTY TIOKUAATh cTonuity. CepuK, caM 3Haelllb, CUJIeH, Kak ObIK, HO TyIOBaT.
Bmecto Toro, 4To0bI CIacTy HEBECT, OH UX MOPYOUT B JIAIIITY.

Aro ObuTa HenpuisaHas npaeaa. Cpeqauii cbiH KOpodist, CeApuK, BHICOKHIA, MOIIHOTO TeJIo-
CJIOXEHUSI BOMH, OTIIMYHO BJajiesl OOEBBHIM MCKYCCTBOM, B KOpPOJIEBCTBE HE ObLJIO PaBHOTO €My B
crpenbOe U3 Jiyka. [la 1 MedoMm oH pyOmIsI BUPTYO3HO, MOT HA CKaKy C OJHOTO y/apa paccedb Haro-
TI0JIaM TeJio Bpara. BoT TOJbKO MO3roB eMy OT MPHPO/BI JOCTAIOCh MAJIoBaTo, AEHCTBOBAN IPyOoil
CIJION, a HE CMEKAJIKOM.

OTH 1BOE OTIIMYHO JOTIOHSIMA APYT Jpyra U akTUBHO JPYKWJIM POoTUB bpuana.

Jlionmit mpoTsiHy1 OpaTy CBUTOK, JIMYHO MOAMMCAHHBIN KOPOJIEM, MPUHI] Y3HaJ pa3MallIvCThIi
MOYEepK OTLA.

Tenepb OTKa3aTbCsl OH HE MOT, [IO3TOMY BOT YK€ TPU JHSI CKaKaJl Mo NbUIbHOI JOPOre, BBIIOI-
HsIsl TATHOE MTOPYYEHHUE, U 3JTUIICH.

— Ye kaz30! — puikHYN Bpuan u ynepes mmopamu B 60ka KoHsl. TOT JepHyIcs, pBaHyJICs
Briepen. — Hy-Hy, BopoH, 51 He Ha TeOst pyraioch, MpoOCTH, APYKOK.

[TpuHI 1acKOBO MOTpenan BEpHOro Apyra Mo XoJjKe.

— Yro ciyunsnoch, rocnoivH? — MojcKakal UCITyTaHHbIA TPOBOJHUK.

HukTo 13 conpoBoskAaBIIMX HE 3HaN, YTO MX KOMaH/AUp — MPUHIL 3TOM CTPaHBI, ITyCTh U ONajb-
HbIA. BpuaH TIaTeabHO CKpbIBaJl CBOIO JIMYHOCTb.

— Huuero, 3axotesnoch pasmsrecs. [laneko eme?

— [longnsa nyrn.

OHM npuOMMKAMCh K I0KHOW TpaHMIle, TIe B IMOocieqHed AepeBHe JIOKHBI ObUTH 3a0path
HeBecT. CHavasia uX coOMpai B KaXJOM MOCEJIEHUH, 3aTeM JOCTaBJIsUIM B HEHTPAIBHYIO ycaabOy,
OTKYJa JIEBYIIIEK YBO3WIM cOOpiMku. Ho B Jopore mpoucxoausio YTo-To HeMpeIBUACHHOE, TIOSTOMY
B CTOJIMITY MPUOBIBATIA €IUHUIIBI, KOTOPbIE HUYETO He MOIJIM PaccKas3arh O CIIyYMBIIEMCSI.

OonymbiBast cuTyanuio, bpraH MpeanoaokuiI, YTo HEeBUHHbIE HEBECTHI — XOPOIIHIA TOBap, Ha
KOTOPOM MHOTHE XOTeJu 3apadoTaTh. ECM MX KpagyT, TO MOTOM MPOAAIOT Ha HEBOILHUYBMX PHIHKAX
B COCEJIHUE CTpaHbl. Tak JEBYIIKU MCUE3AI0T OECCIeHO.

«W nmouemy oter1 LieruisieTcs 3a 3TOT 3aKOH ? — cepauiics puHL. — CoJiaThl Ha BOMHE BIIOJIHE
MOT'YT OOXOAUTHCS 0€3 JKEHIIUH.

Hymai Tak, HO caM [OHMMaJl, YTO He MoryT. KakoMy BOMHY Hy)XHa e/1a, corperasi ocTelb
u paspsiaka. [loneBble sKeHbl TOTOBIIIH, TOOBIBAIM MPONHUTAHUE, YCTPAUBAIMA YIOTHOE THE3/BIIIKO B
IaTpe Wi Mpocto Ha 3emJe. ConaThl y9acTBOBAIM B 00SIX, JeJIaji BbUIA3KU Ha BPAXKECKYIO TeppH-
TOPHUIO, & TIOTOM BO3BPAILAJIKCH B JIarepb U MOJIyYaId 3aCTyKEHHYIO IEPE/IbIIIKY.

Takas HecnelHas BOWHa MOIJIA JJIMTHCA JAECATWIETUSAMU. B moxogax poxaanuch U Bblpac-
TaJIu €T, CTAHOBWJIMCh CBIHOBBSIMU IIOJIKOB ¥ HOBBIMU BOMHAMU [1151 KOPOJIEBCKOM apmuH. Jlouepeit
OTIPABJISUA Ha Sl pMapKy HEBECT, Ilie X BBIOMpPAJU APyrue CONAAThl. 3aKOH COOJIONANICS BEKaMu, U
HU Y KOT'O HE BBI3bIBAJl COMHEHMI, HUKTO HE KeJaJl pa3pyLIUTh CJIOKUBIIMICS NOPSIIOK BEILEH.

Bpuan B3n0xHy:1. [JMHHas gopora Bce He KOHYANIACh, TOPbKUE MBICIIA MHOKUJIUCD.

— T'ocnoguH, — HpuUHIL BCTPAXHYIICA OT MPOTSKHOTO KPUKA MPOBOIHUKA U MOAHSII TOJIOBY.
— MB=I1 Ha Mmecre.

JleficTBUTEIbHO, ¢ HeOOJBIIIOTO X0JIMa, Ha KOTOPBIN B300paJics OTpsiA COOPIIMKOB, C1ad0 Mpo-
CMaTpHBAJIACh IOIMHA, IOKPHITAsl yTPEeHHUM TyMaHoM. Koe-rie cKBo3b Hero mpoOMBaJIiCh CTOIOUKA
AbIMa, yKa3bIBAIOIIME HA IOMa U Jlauyry. BpuaH HacuuTan ABaALaTh TAKUX CTOIOOB.

— H-pna, nepeBenbka mMasieHbpKasi, — MpoBopyas oH. — EcTb 71 TyT HeBeCThI?

— Tlocenenue XoTs1 U HEOOIBILOE, HO LIEHTpaIbHOE st TpoBUHIMHU. Cloia CBO3ST JIEBYIIIEK
CO BCEW OKPYTH, TaK 4YTO OyAeT YeM MOKUBUTHCS. HeBecThl U3 IaNbHUX JepeBEHb YK JOCTABJICHBI.
3abepeM MeCTHBIX U Cpa3y B OOpaTHBIHA MyTb.
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— be3 nepenpiiku?

— Kaxp1il 1eHb IpoCTOs ONaceH.

— Tlouemy?

— Tloberu oTuasBIIMXCS HEBECT, HAMAJICHNs pa30OMHUKOB M CETbCKUX JKUTEJIeH, He JKeJlalo-
IIMX OTJAaBaTh CBOMX JI0YEPEil rOCYJapCTBY.

— Jla, xak oHu cmetoT! — Berbu Bpuad. — Vi3MeHHuku! 1o ke HecoOmoaeHne 3aKoHa!

— PopnHoe 1uTs 1oposke, BOT HEKOTOPBIE U UAYT Ha MPECTyIUICHHE.

OTpsin cOOPIIMKOB TYCHKOM HauyaJl CIyCKaThCs MO y3Kou gopore. [TpuHIl cMoTpern 1o cTtopo-
HaMm. Besze napuio 3anmycrenue u Humera. Ha yepHeomux nociie yOOpKU yposkas OJSIX TMPbIraiu
JJTAHHOHOTME TITHIIBI, IIeJTble CTal B3MBIBAIM B HEOO MPU NMPUOIMKEHUH JIIOZIEH, TPOMKOE KapKaHbe
M37aJIeKa OIMOBEIAIO AEPEBHIO O IPUOBITUN YyKAKOB.

— Ye ka330! — kpukHy1 bpuaH, NpuInmopust KOHs ¥ OHECCsl BHU3 € XOJIMa.

Bort oH BbIpBasics U3 NOIOCH TyMaHa, yBUJEJ BIEpPEIy IUIETYILYIOCS TOBO3KY, 3alpsKEHHYIO
KJISTYEH.

— C poporu! IloctopoH-u-U-U-Cb! — KPUKHYJ IPOBOJHUK.

Bo3snuiia ocraHoBuIICS M pukasics K obourHe. bpuan mpoHeccsi MUMO CO CBUCTOM BCTPEYHOTO
BETpA.

— BoHiouui1 yThIpoK, — € IOTOKOM BO3/yXa IPUJIETENH CJIOBA.

OH pe3Ko AepHYJT TOBO/Ibs1, BOpOH B3BIJICS Ha JBIOBI U UyTh HE COPOCHIT XO3SIMHA.

— YTO CIy4nsoch, rocCoAnH? — UCHYTaJICs TPOBOJHUK.

— Tl crbIman 310? — Npo3pavHble 171a3a MPUHIA TPEBPATHIKCH B JI/IBIIIKH.

— Yro?

— Kr10-10 KpHKHYII.

— Her, rocrionys, 310 BeTep CyXMMU CTEOISIMHU LT PIIUAT, OCEHb, — MPOBOJHUK CEJIaN ay3y.
— Hapo noroponurecs.

Bpuan oGepHyJIcs, 3aMeTHIT B IOBO3KE CTApHKa M KEHIIMHY, 10 I71a3 3aKyTaHHYIO B 111aj1b. OHU
CHUZENH C OIYIIEHHBIMU TOJIOBAMHU, TPHKABIIUCH APYT K Apyry. Hy, He Moriu 3Ti 3a0uThie HUIIME
OpOCUTD BCIIEl TOCTIOANHY OCKOpOJICHHE.

He mormm.

U Bce xke... bpuan CUIBHO CXall pyKOSITKY Meda, clesIajl HECKOIBKO BIOXOB M pacciabuiics:
HE JIOJKEeH TMPHHIL 9TON CTPaHbl BECTH ce0s1 KaK OOMIUMBBIA MATBUMIIIKA.

OH JepHyI TUIeUOM, TPUIITIOPHIT KOHS ¥ ITYCTHJI €70 B TaJIol.
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I'nmaBa 3

Cembst ATHECCHI JKWJIa HA OKpaWHe JIEpeBHU, IOUTH Yy Jieca. OTel| TUXO MOArOHsI JIOIab, Ta
Oexaa TPyCLOi, a JeByIKa MPOIAJach C POJHBIMU MECTAMH.

«/HTEepecHO, TOBEETCS JIN MHE CIoJla BEPHYThCs1? — yMaJia OHa, ¥ CJIe3bl COOMPAJIMCh B yrOJI-
Kax I71a3: BCE K€ HEM3BECTHOCTb HE TOJILKO MaHWJIA, HO U IyraJia JJO IpOKH B KOJIEHKaX.

ATHM pasmisipiBaia 3HAKOMbIE OKPECTHOCTH, CKPBITHIE JIETKOM IeJIEHON TyMaHa, BlbIXaJla cBe-
KU XOJIOAHBIA BO3yX, a BHYTpHU BCe TpemneTaio oT BoaHeHus. [IpaBaa, oHa crapaiach JepKarbCs:
HEe XOTeJIa Orop4aTh OTILA, KOTOPBIN TSKEJIO B3AbIXAI U CEPAUTO MOHYKAJ JIOIIA/Ib.

— A noyeMy cOOPIMKH TPHELYT TOJIBKO CErofHs? — HapyIluia TATOCTHYIO TUIIMHY OHA. —
Sl BUzena, 4To Ha IUIOLIAAM IPUTOTOBJIEHUS UAYT YKe LeTyl0 He/lelo.

— JKnam koponeBckoro MHCTieKTopa. OH JIMYHO XOTes T MOHAOMoIaTh 32 COOPOM HEBECT.

— A-a-a, — npotrsaHyaa ArHecca 1 00epHYJIOCh: €il TOKA3a10Ch, YTO OHA CJBILIMT TOMOT MHO-
’KECTBA KOIBIT.

JleficTBUTEbHO, TIOJIOCA TYMaHa, CKpbIBaBLIasi TOPU30HT, BAPYI 3aBOJIHOBAJIACh, 3aKOJIbIXa-
J1ach, pa3opBaJiach, M MOKa3aaMCh BCATHUKN. OHU CTPEMUTENIBHO TIPHOTKAIUCH.

— C poporu! IlocropoH-u-u-u-cp!

Orer1, 06epHYBIIMCH Ha MTPOTSDKHBINA KPHK, CIUTIOHYJT U JepHYJI ToBOIbst. CTapast Jiommas 3aMe-
TaJlach, pBaHyJIa BIepe[], 3aCTpsijla KOJIECOM B KoJiee, 3a0M1ach.

— O 6oru!

IepenyranHblii OTel] CIPBITHY.T HA 3€MJTI0, OOHSLI JIOIIA b 32 TOJIOBY, YCIIOKauBasi, U TYT HaBa-
JIMJIaCh HA HUX IpyINa BcaJHUKOB. HazeTena, 3anopolimiia r;1a3a u Hoc Mbliblo. ArHecca Bo BCe I71a3a
CMOTpeJia Ha NIEPBOro BOMHA Ha YepHOM KoHe. Ka3asiock, KomnbiTa ero KoHsl He KacaloTcs 3eMJIM, OH
JIETUT, IAPUT B BO3/yXE, KAK KPbUIATOE CO3JaHUE — 3TO JUIMHHBIN IUIAI pa3BUBAJICA 3a € CIIMHOM
Hae3HMKA.

Bot oH yxe O1m3Ko, psooM, JIETUT, KaK yparaH, B CTOJIO€ IbUTH, MeJIbKaeT MUMO, oOyiaBast
3a1axoM KO)KaHbIX JJOCTIEX Y [I0Ta B3MBUIEHHOI'O KOHS U Mcye3aeT Brepeau. M TyT oiuH U3 BCaJHUKOB
MOIHUMAET KHYT M OITYCKAeT €ro Ha KpyH UX JIOLIaH.

3Be3/104Ka HaTYyKHO 3apKaJla, ¥ Ha 3TOT IJ1a4 OTKJIMKHYJIOCh CepAlle ATHECCHI.

— BoHI04n# yTBIpOK! — KPUKHYJIa BClie]] BOMHAM OHA M BCKOYMJIA HAa HOTH.

— Canp!

Ortel; MTHOBEHHO pBaHyJI ee BHU3. JleByIlIKa yraJa JIMLIOM B TIOBO3KY, HO TYT K€ CeJjla, pacTpe-
NaHHAasl, KpacHas OT 3JI0CTH, B3JIOXMayeHHasl.

IlepBblii BcaIHMK BAPYT PE3KO OCTAHOBWJI KOHS M pa3BepHyJcs. «Heyxenu ycipiman?» —
axHy/la ATHH ¥ OJHUM JBWKEHHEM 110 OPOBU 3aKyTaslach B Imasib. OTell KPenKo CxKall ee pykKy.

— l'onosy! Onyctu rosioBy! He cmoTtpu! — nipouiernait oH.

U, xak H1 Oypnuia B rpyaM sIpOCTh, CMEIIaHHAsI C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, KaK HU PBAJIOCh HAPYKY
HerojoBaHue, ArHecca Bbiepkaia ucrbiTande. OHa clbliaia yaapsl OCHIeHO KOJOTHBIIETrOCs
cepala, cxrMalla B KyJlake 11ajb, HO Teprena.

HukTo K HUM He mozoIIeN, He YCTPOMI pa3OupaTesbcTBO. KT0-T0 ropTaHHO MPUKPHUKHYIN Ha
KOH$, HIEJKHYJI IJIEThIO, M TOMOT KOMNBIT CTaJl YJAIAThCs. [IeByllIKa OCMEINUIach OTKPBITh JIULO U
B3MJISIHYTh. [lociefHe BCaJHUKHM MCUYE3alIH 32 CTOJIOOM ITBUTH.

— ®y, npoHecs0, — yabIOHYIaCh OHA, TOCMOTpPEJIa Ha OTLA U 3aCThlIA.

Tor He pagoBanca. OH cTosul ¢ ONeJHBIM, KaK JIHSHOE TOJIOTHO, BBIOEJIEHHOE Ha COJHIIE,
JIMLIOM M He Jpllajl. ArHecca UCITyraiach M BCTPSXHYJA €ro 3a IUIeYu.

— Ilam, T61 yero? Orompu!
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— Benosas! JIo yero e Tbl Oe10Bast! — CBUCTSAIIMM IIETIOTOM BBIIaBUJI OTEI] U CTOJIBKO OTYa-
sTHUS OBUIO B €ro rojioce, 4to ArHecca ucrnyrainack. — Jlouk-a-a-a!

— Ilam, Hy, Bce xe odonuiock. OHU yexauu.

— IIpukycu cBoil sA3bIK, nporty! CruHenb ke u3-3a Hero.

— Ilam, ga 1, — pacrepsilack ATHU: OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa HEJIOBKOCTh M BUHY. — $1 He XoTena.
BeipBasoch kak-To camo. OH ke KHyTOM Haity 3Be3/I0UKy... Mep3aBell!

OHa crippIrHYyJIa Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ OPOCHIACh K JIomaan. ToNMbKO MPOTsHYIa PyKY, 9YTOOBI TIOTJIAAUTh
ee 1o OeJtoi OTMETHHE Ha JI0Y, KaK Ta IMapaxHy/iach B CTOPOHY, 3allleBeJIMIIA YIIIaMH, OCKaJInIa 3yObl,
yrpoxasi. ArHecca ToXe OTIPBITHYJIA: /1a, B TAKOM BUJIE €€ Jake TIoOuMast )KMBOTHHA He y3HaJa.

— O 6oru! 3a uto BH Hac Haka3biBaeTe? 3a 4TO? — MPOCTOHAJ OTEI] ¥ TIOCMOTPEIT Ha J0Yb
0e3yMHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

ATHecca HeBOJILHO CKaJlach, HEXOpoIliee MPeIyBCTBUE 3allleBeTWIOCh B rpyau. OTelr ObLT Ha
ceOs1 He TTOXO0XK, CJIOBHO YTO-TO CIKHUTAJIO €r0 U3HYTPH.

— Ilamn, Mel He ogHM Takue. Jlouka 3vMaHa Toxe HeBecTa. Mbl BMeCTe BHIICPKUM, BOT YBH-
avib! 1 0053aTeTbHO BECTOUKY MPUIILTIO !

— Her, — orenr 6e3 ocTaHOBKY KayaJl TOJIOBOM, — HE OT/aM 5 TeOs1 9TOMY UHCIIEKTOpY, — U
BAPYT TIOrpo3uJ1 HeOy KyslakoM M BCKpHKHYT: — He otaam! Caguch B TOBO3KY, KHBO!

ATHecca ¥ MUCKHYTh He YCIIeNa, Kak OH Pa3BepHYJI JIOIIA (b U MYCTUII €€ BCKayb.

— Ilam, man! — ucnyranace neBymika. — [logymait o cembe. Kyna Tel MeHst Be3eltib?

— Tlopasnele orciona!

— Her! He Hafgo! — Arsecca norsitajiachk BBIPBaTh MOBOJIbsA, HO Oe3ycniemHo. — [lam! IMarn!
— B3bIBAJIa OHA U KOJIOTWJIA OTHA 10 criuHe. — OcTtaHoBuch! Xouerllb BCIO KU3Hb MPATaTh MEHS B
necy? A mama kak xe? A Mapuanna? A Jlyra?

Ona 6bL1a POCTO B ykace. Tak JONTO U TIIATeIbHO TOTOBUJIACH K 9TOMY My TEIIeCTBHIO, COTJIa-
CHJIaCh MOPOKOM HM3YpOIOBaTh JUIO, W 4To? YyTh caMa He MCIOPTWIIA 33dyMaHHOE CITyYailHbIMU
CJIOBAMH.

«Mmmotka! ypa!» — pyrayia oHa ce0s1, a MBICJIA METAJIUCh B TOJIOBE B TIOMCKAX BBIXOJIA.

Omna yxBaTmiach 3a Kpai MOBO3KH U MPUTOTOBIIIACH CITPHITHYTh, HO MUMO CIUIOIITHOM MOJIOCON
MIPOHOCKJTUCH KYCThI, He OBLIO HU OJTHOTO IMPOCBETa MeK Iy BeTKamu. Tora oHa HBIpHYJIA K OTITy Ha
KOJICHU, 3aCJIOHWJIA CITUHON 0030p, YXBATWJIACh 32 TIOBO/bsSI, HATSAHY/IA UX HA Ce0s1 UTO €CTh CHJIBL.
Bennas sommaap 3axpurienia, 3alipoOKUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

— 3Be3ouKa, croi! — npukaszana Araecca. — Croit, Munas! 1o s, He Ooiics.

U orenr caancs. OH ypoHUIT pyKU Ha KOJIEHU, TIOBO/IbSI CRBOOOHO MoBUCIH. JIoMaap ycplimaia
3HAKOMBII ToJIoc, cOaBUJIa CKOPOCTh, & BCKOPE M BOBCE Iepeluia Ha mar. BoT oHa yxe MoTsHyJIach
ry0aMu K TIOJKyXJIOW TpaBe M CTajla HEeCTIEIIHO IIUIAaTh ee.

— Chnymaii MeHs1, ATHH, — OTel| BCTpIXHYJICSA. — Hudemy He yIuBIIsIiiCs, HO eCTh TpyIma
Joaei, KOTopasi criacaeT HeBecT.

— Cnacaetr? — roJyioc moTepsii CUIIy OT IIOKa.

— OHu, Kak TpaduTeNn, 3aK PHIBAIOT JIMIIA, HATIA/IAIOT HAa KapaBaH, 3a0UpaioT AeBYIIEK U yBO3SIT
JaJieKo-/1aieKo B TOpbl. TaM, — OTell Topsvo 3allenTal el Ha yX0, — eCTh IoceneHue, [lepeBHs
HeBecT. TaM Bce CUacTIIMBBI i CBOOOIHBI.

HoBocTb MOIOTOM yaapuiia 1o rojiose.

«[Tocenenne? Otkyna? 1 noyemy o HeM HUKTO He 3HAeT? — JIMXOPAJ0UHO MPUKKUbIBAJIA OHA,
Y TYT HOBasi MBICJIb TOKOM TIPOIILIach 1Mo Teny. — He xouy! He Xo4y BCIO KU3HB MPATATHCS W CKPbI-
BaTbCA».

OnHa MeuTasa BIPBAThCs U3 TIPOBUHIINY, TIOBUIATh MUP, & €€ MBITAIOTCS 3arHaTh B TIIYIIb, J1a
TaKyl0, O KOTOPOW HUKTO HE 3HaeT.

— IMam, cyactmBo, 310 Kak? Eciy TaMm OMHY KEHIIUHBI, UTO e 3TO 32 cUacThbe?
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— Jypouka, — oter otrpenai ee no pyke. — Heyxenu He noHumaenis? Tam HET KOpoJeB-
CKUX 3aKOHOB. JII0[M OXOTATCS, BBIPAIIIMBAIOT YPOKaid, COOMPAIOT IOl U CAMH BCE TO ChEAAIOT.
Camu! Tam getu pacTyT BecesbIMU U 3[JJOPOBBIMH.

— Ortkyna Tam gertu?

— Hy, He 3Ha10, — oTelr 3aMoJTJaI, pacTepsHHO 3aXJI0NaB KOPOTKUMH PECHUIIAMH.

— Bor Buaumibs. Ko Tebe pacckazan 06 arom?

— 3uMaH, Korja mpuxoJul.

— OH cam 310 MecTo BUjIen?

— H-Her, moau roBopsT.

— VY Hapoza A3bIK AJIMHHBIA, MHOTO Yero npuaymarbs MoxeT. He Bepio 51 B Takoe cyacTbe.

— Ho... xak xe... y 3uMaHa TUIeMsIHHUIIA B HEBECTHI ToNaJia, ee yKpayu, y bpaunHa nodb
TOXeE TyJa yBe3nu. Eiie MyXUKHA FOBOPUIIH. . .

— TBoOM MYXUKH CaMH HEBECT TIOTOM BUJEIIH ?

— H-ner.

Tomoc ot1a 3Byuas Bce HeyBepeHHee, Ka3ajloch, OH U caM yKe He TIOHUMAJI, paBIy eMy pac-
CKa3aJl coce/l WU BBIIYMKY.

— IMan, noexam. Eciu ono3naem, Oyniet Xyxe. Yke paccBesio, CIBIIIUIIb, B KOJIOKO OBIOT.

JleficTBUTETbHO, KOJIOKOJTBHBIN 3BOH JOHOCHJICS U3aJIeKa, TIPUIJIAINAs IIOTOPOIUTHCS OTa3/Ibl-
BaBIIIHX.

Ore11 n1yOOKO B3/IOXHYJI, IEPHYJ TIOBO/IbSI M HATIPABIJI JIOIIAIh Ha JOpOry. Jlasbiie OHM exaiu
Momda. ArHecca oOqyMbIBaia ycibimanHoe. KoneuHo, eciu Oynet HamageHue Ha 0003, MOCTPaaaioT
OXpaHHUKH, HE HEBECTHI, PaJl KOTOPBIX ITO HATAJICHNE KTO-TO OPraHU30BaJl.

Uro 310 macr eii? BosmoxHocTh coexarb? CBodomy? Ho B moceneHue oHa TOUHO He coOmpa-
nacek. I momoii Bo3Bpamarhkcsi Toxke. Ecim u ctpeMuThes K ¢cBOOOE, TO K MOTHOW. A TIOI IITyMOK
MOHO MUCUE3HYTh He3aMeTHO U 3aTepsAThCs B Jiecy. Torma Bce OCTaHyTCS MPU CBOMX: POIUTEH HE
MOCTPA/IAIOT, OHU ke Oy/IyT He BUHOBATHl B pa300MHOM HallaJIeHHH, 3aTO OHA MOJTYYIUT BOJTIO.

[TpunsB penienune, Araecca 3aysbidanack. Bo Bech poT 3aynbidanack. Termepb OHa YeTKO BUjIea
niepes coOOH 11eJTb.

Ha nepeBenckoii miomiaau codpaics Hapoa. OTer KUBKOM 3J0pOBAJICS TO C OJHUM, TO C Jpy-
ruM. Kaxapiid oqHOCeTbYaHH OOHMMAJ CBOIO JI0Ub, MaTepH, CTOJIMBIINECS MOOIaNb, TUIAKAIN B
rosioc. CKJIapIBaJIOCh BIIEYATIICHHE, YTO BCE MPUIILTA HA TIOXOPOHHI.

['pyrma cOOpIIMKOB CTOSIIA PSIIOM CO CTAPOCTOM U MO CBUTKAM IMPOBEpsiia KAKAYI0 CEMBIO.
Huxomy eriie He yIanoch CKPBITHCS OT CypPOBOTO 3aKOHA.

ArHecca y3Haia B 3TUX JIO[SIX BCAJHUKOB, YyTh He COMBIIMX UX MOBO3KY Ha jiopore. Heromo-
BaHUE OIATh MMPOCHYJIOCH B AyIIle, HO, IOMHSI HaKa3 OTI[a, OHA JIUIIh MOJTYa TIOTJISI/IbIBajIa Ha TOJITY,
Ha YyXKaKOB.

It0 OBLJIO ee MepBOe 3HAUUMOE COOBITHE 32 KOPOTKYIO KU3Hb, U OHA XOTeJIa HACTAUTHCS Kak-
JIO MUHYTOM.

— KT0? — KOpOTKO CITpOCHJT BHICOKUI KOMaHIUP U BCTPSAXHYJT JJTAHHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU.

OHM B3BWJIMCh TIO]T TOTOKOM BO3/yXa, TIOJTHOCTBIO OTKPHIB HA MHT XOJICHOE JIUIIO TOCTIONUHA U
ynaa 6eCriopsIOYHBIMU TPAIAMU. ATHECCa CyJOPOKHO BTSHYJIA HO3/IPH, YJIOBUB 3HAKOMBIH 3ariax.

BowuH b MeTbKOM B3IJISIHYJI Ha Hee, 3aTO JIEBYIIIKa OTMETH/Ia, HACKOJIBKO OH XOPOIIT COOOM.
Bbicokuii, MOIIIHBIT, OOTSHYTHIA B IOCTIEXU U3 OYHBOJIMHON KOXKHU, OH Ka3aJICSl HEUCKYIIIEHHOU CelTh-
YaHKE BEPXOM MYKECTBEHHOCTH U CHIIBI.

«MoxeT, 3Toro KpacaBunka o4apoBaTh? — MeJIbKHYJIA [IajibHAsA MBICTTh. — HaBepHska emy
TOXE HY)KHa TIOJIeBast KEHa».

Ona yxe MpoTsHYyJa PyKy, 4TOOBl KOCHYThCS HE3HAKOMIIa, HO Tiepeaymaiia: 3aueM OH eil?
BokieneHHast cBoO0a TYT ke MoMaxajia XBOCTUKOM U CKPbLIACh BJIAJIM TOJBKO MTPU OJHOM YIIOMHU-
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HAHUM O 3aMY’KecTBe. ATHecca Jaxe TMepeaepHyach U MopajoBaiach, YTO TAKOM BHE OHA MOXKET
He cOOJIa3HUTh, a HATTYTaTh JI0 UKOTHI.

OpnHako xopoliiee HACTPOEHUE He UCTIOPTUIIOCH OT MEJIKOTO OTOPUYEHHUSI.

«IX, ¥ TOUeMy s He BJ1ajielo 1apoM Mopoka? Mopok Ha MOPOK — JIOOOITBITHASI Obl TIOTYYHIIaCh
KapTUHKa», — BECeJIo MojgyMana Araecca.

OHna ¢ HOr 70 TOJIOBBI €lle pa3 OKMHYJA B3MJISIOM KOMaHAMPA, B IMla3ax TOrO MEJIBKHYJIO U
MIPOTIAJIO yIVBIICHHUE.

— Yero monumiib? — psABKHYJ Ha OTLA, 3aCTHIBLLIETO BO3JIE I0UepH, crapocta. — OTBevait
rocrnoauHy!

— Arsecca, MJlaias J1049b poja ['omuHOB, — CHOXBATWIICS TOT U IEPHYJ ATHU 3a PYKY.

OT pe3Koro IBMKEHUS Iajlb yaja Ha IJIeYH IeBYIIKY, BOMH B3/IPOTHYJI, CTPaKHUKHU BbITapa-
WM I71a3a. ATHECCa MUTOM TPHKpBLIA JIMIO, TTOKA CTapOCTa, XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIN C e CeMbeid, He
3ameTms. Ho TOT 4TO-TO OTMeYas B CBUTKE U HE CMOTpEJI Ha Hee.

— Jla yero ke cTpariHa! — KOMaHIUp MepeepHYJICS U YCTaBWICA Ha CTApOCTy. — DTON
YPOIMHOM TOJIBKO HEMOCIYIIHBIX JeTel myrarh. [{pyrie B ceMbe ecTh?

— Ecrtb, Batiie cuaTenbcTBO, — 3aTOPOINMUIICS TOT, HE OTPHIBAsICh OT CBUTKA. — KOHEUYHO, ecTb.

— He nano npyrux! — nep3ko BHIKpUKHYJIA ArHecca, BHE3aITHO MCIYTaBIIKCh, YTO BHI3OBYT
cectep. Oterr Toxe MOOJIEAHEN U 3aBOJTHOBAJICSA. — $1 XOUy CITy’)KHTh CBOEH cTpaHe!

— CityuTb? — OCTpPBII B3I MPO3PAYHBIX TOMYOBIX IV1a3 YCTABUIICS HA JIEBYIIKY, BHYTPU
3payKkoB MeJIbKHYJ1a cMeliHKa. — Hy-Hy! CllyXuTh CTpaHe nepeiHiM MECTOM TOKe KTO-TO JIOJIKEH.

— Vk Tebe TOYHO He J1aM, — MpoOypyasia pa3o3jieHHass ArHecca U IPUKYCHIIa SI3bIK.

«[lypa! Yto THI Hecelb!» — YyTh He yOuia oHa ceOsl 3a BCIUIECK MPOTecTa.

— Tbl 4TO-TO CKa3ana? — BOWH HAXMYPUJICS U CXBAaTHJICS 32 Meu.

— Omna co MHO¥ mporaiack, — 3aKpbul ArHeccy coOoi otell 1 3acyetuiics. — Ceiivac 51 Tede
y3eJIOK J]aM, 3a0bUT B TIOBO3KE.

— Jlo6poro BaM [HSI, TOCHOIWH, — JIEBYIIKA CJIETKA MOKJIOHWIACH, MPUICPKUBAS MATb. —
Kyna mue npoittu?

— B oTaenpHyI0 MOBO3KY €e, MYCTh CITYKUT, — CKPUBUJICS KOMAaHIUP W IOTEPsUT K HEl UHTe-
pec.

«AX, TbI! — 3ackpexeTaina 3yoamu ArHecca. — [loromu y mensi!»

Ternepb rocnoyiH yxke He Ka3ajcs TaKUM MpHUBJIEKAaTeIbHBIM, KaK Mpy repBoM B3risiae. OHa
OTMETHJIa er0 HeJJOBOJIbHBIN BU M1 OPE3TIIMBYIO yXMBUIKY. [1asbIibl 3auecainch, Tak 3aX0Te0Ch PH-
KOCHYTBCSI K HEMY, 3aIIIHYTh B €ro OyyIlee, YBUIETh STOTO raja MPOH3eHHOTO KOMbEM WM pa3-
PYOJIEHHOTO MeUoM, 4TO ArHecca CLeNnuiIa X B KyJIaKu.

OHH ¢ OTLIOM OTOIILTA B CTOPOHY, JAEBYIIIKA OTBEPHYJIACh, JPA3HSCh, BHICYHYJIA S3BIK U TYT Ke
TMOJTyYrJIa THIYOK B OOK.

— Yro b fenaenis? — npoumnen orel. — Wau yxe!

ArHecca nuta 1 BeicMarpuBaia Jleo, Ta JomkHa Obuta ObITh rae-To 3aech. HakoHen oHa 3ame-
THJIA TIOAPYTY, KOTOpasi CTOsIa B KY4YKe pacTepsIHHBIX HEBECT, pBaHy/Iach K Hed, HO HATKHYJIACh Ha
CKpEIlIeHHbIE MEYH.

— Tebe He Tyaa, — BBI3BEPHJICS Ha Hee CEPIUTHIN UIMHHBINA CTPAKHUK.

OH ero 3acaieHHBIX BOJIOC HECJIO CMPAJIOM, BO PTY HE XBaTaJlo HECKOJIBKHUX 3yOOB, TIOITOMY
OH KapTaBul. JleByIKa 3aiepxka’a JAbIXaHue U CIIpOCHJIa:

— Tlouemy?

— Eme 3apasuiib Bcex, — XMBIKHYJI COJIIAT U CIUTIOHY. — Tomaii 3a MHOIA.

— Jouxka...

Jlpoxaimii rojoc oTia npodpan J0 MeYeHOK. ArHecca BAPYr MOHSUIA, YTO MOCIeTHUN pas
BUJIUT 3Ty JEPEBHIO, ee KuTenel, oria. OHa BCKpUKHY/IA U OPOCHIIACh K HEMY Ha IIelo.

— Ipommait, nar, — BHIPBAJIKCh U3 TOPJIA PhIIAHUSI.
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— Ox, 10uKa, — BBIIOXHYJ OTell U 3ammenTtan: — [loMHu, Ha KapaBaH HanagyT. He myraiics,
CIIPSTYbCS MO TOBO3KOM. Bee OyzeT xo...

CTpaXHUK He JaJl eMy JIOTOBOPUTb, CXBaTWJI ATHecCy 3a JIOKOTb M TOTAIlWI K JaJIbHEH
noBo3ske. [lepen rina3amu 3aMenbKaivu KApTUHKY.

Conpar 6oiTaeT ¢ NPU3EMHICTBIM TPUSTETIEM.

3710 KpUUUT HA KOTO-TO.

YucTuT HOXOM OOJTBIITYIO PHIOY.

— Otmycty MeHs1! — 3aBU3Kaia IeBYIIKA, BHIPHIBASICh.

CTpaXHUK OTIEPHYN PYKY, CIIOBHO OOXKErcsi, ObICTPO BBITED JIAJOHU O IITAHbI.

— Tomnait, yponuHa!

3ameTHuB ero ucmyr, ArHecca npruoOOApUIaCh: MOPOK 3ALIUTHUT €€ He TOIBKO OT MOXOT/IMBBIX
MYKYMH, HO M OT IPOCTBIX MTPUKOCHOBEHUH. He ObLI0 KenaHus MmorpyKarbCsi B 4yKUe KU3HH, MYCTh
Aaxe HeHa#onro B Oyayiee. Tomy dydesny B OnvpKaiiiee BpeMsi TOUHO HUYEro He TPO3UT.

— Kaxk ThI ¢ KOpOJIEBCKUM TOBapOM 0Opaniaeiibesi? — ropao 3aapasia nogoopogoK OHa M KPHK-
Hyna: — l'ocriogun komanaup!

— Tuxo TbI, Aypa! — HOXHYJ CMpaZIoOM Ha Hee COJAAT, HO TPOHYTh He nmocMen. — Caauch u
HE BBICOBBIBANCSI.

— Braropapio Bac! — 1iepeMOHHO OTBeTMsIa ArHecca, OpocHia B KPHITYIO TIOBO3KY Y3€JIOK,
MPUTIONHSIA I00KK U 3a0paach cama.

31ech OHa TMOYYBCTBOBaIA ce0sl B OTHOCUTENIBHOM Oe3zomacHocTu. Tperh apaHmynera Oblia
3aKphITa TIOJIOTOM, 32 KOTOPHIM CHJIENa HEBECTa, a OCTAJbHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO 3aHMMAJIM KIJIETH C
KypamMy U KpPOJIMKaMH, MEIIKH ¢ KpynaMu U (pypaskoM JUIsl JIOImaJel U Apyrue, HeoOXoaumble B
TMIOXO/I€ BEIIH.

ArHecca orysiienach, yBujesa B yriiy TOPKY COJIOMBI U ceJia, TPUCTIOHUBIIINCH K CTEHKE.

— Hermoxo, — npo6opmorana oHa. — He 3amep3Hy, He yMpy OT rojiofa, — JIeBYIIKa BbICY-
HYyJ1a TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpeJia Ha HecyIlek. — JIeBouku, BbI MOJETUTECh CO MHOU SIAIIAMU ?

OpnHa KBOYKA TOIHSJIA TOJIOBY, YCTaBMIACh HAa ArHeccy KPYIJIbIM IJIa30M, TIOTOM TIpHCeNa.
Benoe sii110 MaToOBO 3a0J1€CTEIIO B JIy4ax YTPEHHEro COJHIA. [leByIiKa MIHOBEHHO BBICYHYNA PYKY,
yXBaTHJIa €ro, CIpsTaja B y3eJOK U JIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJIACh: €€ CIOCOOHOCTD YIPABIISTh )KUBHOCTHIO
Mo-TipekHeMy padoTaer.

ATrHM BBINJISIHYJIA B LIEJIb MEXAY NOJ0THaMHU. [loaroroBka k orbe3y 3akaHumBaiacs. Koman-
JUp raplieBasl HA YePHOM CKaKyHe, ero CBUTa TOXe OblJIa TOTOBA OTIIPABUTHCS B IyTh.

— Jop-0-0-0-ry! — 3akpuyal pacopsiuTe b cOOpa U MaxHYJl PYKOU.

Jlomaay 3apxaiu, MOBO3KU 3aCKPUIIENU KoJiecaMy. POIICTBEHHUKY HEBECT BHITSHYJIMCH JIJTH-
HOW LIENOYKOM BJIOJb JAOPOru. IIpoTsKHBIA IU1au COMpOBOXIAJ KapaBaH, Ceple AEBYUIKU TOXE
oOnmBasiock KpoBbio. OHa He Aymala, uTo OyleT Tak B3BOJIHOBaHA paccTaBaHUeM. B myiie mmeBesib-
HYJIOCh COMHEHHE: a He COBEpIIIAET JI OHA CaMyl0 OOJIBIITYIO OIIMOKY B CBOEH KHU3HU ?

ArHecc BCTPSIXHY/IACh W BAPYT CPEeIy TOW Pa3HOIIEPCTHOW TOJIIBI 3aMETHJIa POCJIOr0 MYyXK-
YHHY, OJIETOTO MO-KPEeCThIHCKU. Ero moadoponok cKpbIBas MIEHHBIN IJIATOK, CJIOKEHHBIA TPEYroJib-
HUKOM. Takue MOBSI3KM OOBIYHO HOCHJIM TOTOHINMKY U MACTYXH, YTOOBI 3aKPBIBATH JIUIO OT MaJsi-
IIIero COJHIA, BeTpa U mbuM. OHa MPEeKpacHO 3Haja BCEX OJHOCENbUAH U JKHUTENed COCeTHUX
JepeBeHb, HO 9TOTO YeIOBEeKa BUJIENa BIIEPBbIC.

«KT0 310? A, HaBEepHOE, O[IMH U3 Pa300WHUKOB», — TOyMaJla OHa U MOTepsijia K HE3HAKOMILY
MHTEpEC.

OHa ropsAMMH I71a3aMM UCKasla OTHA. 3aMeTHB ero, HeOXKHMJAHHO BCXJIMITHY/IA U TOAHsLIA
pyKy. OH cTosis1 Ha 000UYMHE, MaJICHbKHIA, XPOMOI, C JIUIIOM, YCESIHHBIM MOpIIIMHAMU. BoityOneHHast
BETPOM KOXa OOTATMBAJIA CKYJIBI, @ IO HUM O€XKaJli CIIe3bl.

— Ilpomaii, orenr! — mporenrtana oHa. — [Ipornaii. ..
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I'naBa 4

BpwuaH ernie pa3 OKMHYI B3MISIIOM JepeBEeHCKYI0 Tuioniaab. OH MpoObLT 371eCh BCETO HECKOJIBKO
YacoB, a MeUTaJ yKe Mockopee yoparbcs. [IpUHIT 3a/IbIXaJICSl OT TUXOW SIPOCTH, KOTOPOM OBbLT OTpaB-
JeH Bo3ayx. Kazasock, elie 4yThb-uyTh, M 3T NIOKOPHBIE BHEIIHE KPECTbsIHE BOH3AT €My B CIIUHY
BUJIBI WJIM OTPEIOT IO 3aThUIKY MOJIOTOM.

«OmacHoctbs! OmacHocts! OnacHOCTh ! » — OWJIaCh B TOJIOBE OOHA MBICIb.

[MpuHI exxeMuHyTHO orIsimbiBasics. HeT, OH He OOsiICSl BparoB, TOTOB ObUT OTPa3UTh JIIOOYIO
aTaky, HO BOE€BATh CO CTAPUKAMHU, KCHIMHAMU U JETbMH, CHYIOILIMMKCS BOKPYT, HE XOTeJl.

Jlaxxe BepHBII BOpOH TpeBOXHO TepeOupan HOraMH U TSAHYJICA I'yOaMU K XO3sMHY, CJIOBHO
npuroBapuBa: «Jlapail yHOCUTh OTCIOAA HOTU U TIOOBICTpEE».

skskesk

Korna onu npuexanu Ha paccBeTe, Ha LIEHTPAJIbHOM IUIOIIAAM X yxe kaanu. CtapocTa CTos
Ha KPbUIblie JOOPOTHOTO JJOMA CO CBUTKAMU B PyKax U, IPUJIOKHUB JIAJIOHb KO3BIPBKOM KO JIOY, BIJISI-
IBIBAJICS BAAJID.

Otpsaa cnemmcs.

— Jlo6po noxaioBarth, rocrofa!l — TyT ke 3acyeTusicsi crapocta. — [pory cioza.

[ycTpelid KPECThIHUH OJHOMY MOMOIIHUKY KUBHYJI, IPYTOMY MaxHYJI pyKOH, U BCE 3allleBe-
710k BOKpYT. COOPIIUKOB MPOBEIH B JIOM, IJie ObUTH HAKPBITHI CTOJIBI C yroleHueM. bpuan novys-
CTBOBAJI, KAK YPUMUT T'OJIOAHBIN KUBOT, U YK€ MOTSAHYJICA 3a AlNETUTHON KYPUHOM HOXKKOWM, HO IPO-
BOJHHK TKHYJI €r0 B OOK.

— Henwb34, rocnonuH, onacHo, — ropsiyo 3allenTasl OH.

— Tlouemy? — ynuBuicsa bpuan.

— DTO MOXET OBITh JIOBYIIKOM.

[Tpunn omyctun pyky. Iloka oH HUYEro He MOHMMAJI, HO PEIIn CIeJOBaTh COBETY OBIBAIIOTO
yenoBeka. He 3ps1 00 3Toi MPOBUHIIMYU XOIMINA CTPAHHBIE CITyXH.

U Bce ke OH COMHEBAJICA: OTKPBITO HAMACTh HA KOPOJIEBCKOrO MHCIIEKTOPA HUKTO HE ITOCMEET.
Ecnu otpsj He BepHETCs B CTONMILY, KOPOJIb CI0AA MPUIILIET apMUI0, KOTOPAsi CPaBHSIET HEMTOKOPHbIE
JEPEBHU U UX KUTEJIEN C 3eMJIEN.

JIBa MOMOIITHMKA MTOCTABUJIM HA CTOJI KYBILUHBI C 3JIEM, CTAPOCTA pas3inii ero rno Kyokam. [TpuHi
BHUMATEJIbHO HAOTIONAI 32 ero pyKamu, HO HUKAaKoro MoABoXa He 3aMeTusI. TONbKO Mocie TOro, Kak
CTapocTa MepBbli MPUryOUIT HAIMUTOK, TPOBOJAHUK TOXE B3sT KYOOK B PYKY U TOJIKHYJ IIPUHIIA.

OHM €M ¥ MWIM MHOTO U OOCTOSITENIbHO. [IpHHII, HETIPUBBIYHBIA K KPEMKOMY 30, JIaXe
HEMHOro 3axmesnen. Yero moOuBaics cTapocTa, Kejash HalOUTh TOCTel, JOrajaTbcsi ObLIIO HEBO3-
MO’KHO, HO, KOIJIa IPUIIIO BpeMsI OCMOTpa HeBeCT, bpraH 4yBCTBOBaJ MPUMNOIHATOE HACTPOCHUE, U
MUP BOKPYT yXke He Ka3aJiCsl TAKUM yOOTUM, KaK paHbIIIe.

JleByIieK MOABONVIIM K HeMy OfiHY 3a apyrod. OH Opocasl Ha HUX OErJIbIi B3IVIs]I, COTJIACHO
KMBAJ U JaBaJl OTMALIKy pykol. HeBecThl Ka3ayuch eMy BCE Ha OHO JIMIIO: IPU3EMUCTBIE M TEMHO-
BOJIOCBIE CMYTJISIHKH, C KOXel, MpoayOIeHHOM U 3aKaJIeHHOW JIETHUM COJTHIIEM. DTH JIETU TTPUPO/IbI
LEJIBIMUA JTHAME 00pa0aThIBAJIM OIS, YXaKMBAJIH 32 CKOTOM, JIeJIajld JJOMAIITHUE 3arOTOBKH, KOTOPBIE
MOTOM TOCTYHAJIM B 3aKPOMa KOPOJIEBCKOW Ka3Hbl 1 KOPMUJIU JBOP.

OHu cMOTpenu B 3eMJII0, HE cMesl TIOAHATh Ila3a Ha TOCIOAWHA, U IUIaKadu. bpuaH Bugen
JOPOXKKHU CJIE3 HA UX IIEKaX, U HEMPUATHOE YYBCTBO IIEBEIWIIOCH B AYILIE.

JIuib ogHa cMOTpena cMeno, B €€ TEMHBIX 3pauKax UIpajivi CMEIIMHKH, HO, KOT/1a OT HEJIOBKOTO
JBWXKEHHUSI IaJTh YIajia ¢ TOJIOBbI, BpraH comporHyJics: HACTOJBKO YKacHBIM OBUIO ee JIUIo. A elre
JeBYOHKA, He 3Hasl CcTpaxa, Aep3wia. OH YeTKO cibllall ee CJIoBa, OpOIIeHHBIE OTPSIIy BCield Ha
JOpOre U nepesl OCMOTPOM, HO BBIMUTHIH 3J1b Oy PITHII B KPOBU U JieJ1all €ro J0OPOLYITHBIM U IEIPbIM.
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«[lycTp %KUBET, — MOAYMas OH, OTBOPAYMBASCH K HOBOH HeBecTe. — Ee u Tak Ooru Hakazanm
3a CTPOINTHUBOCTH».

BoT ToBKO OH HE MpencTaBIsI, KaKo cogar coONa3HUTCS Ha 9TO uydesio. Pa3Be uto camblii
OOJTBHOM U CITAObI.

«B-p-p-p! Hy u yponuHa!» — OH HeT-HeT, 1a ¥ BO3Bpallajcs MbICISIMHU K JeByike. OnuH pa3
Aaxe TOMCKaJ ee I1a3aMu, 3aMeTHII, Kak OHa 3a0paiach B KPBHITYIO TIOBO3KY M IPHKAa3aJl IPOBOTHUKY:

— DTy [eBUILy BBITYCKANTE TOJIBKO HOUBIO, YTOOBI HE Myrajia OCTAIbHbIX.

— Byner caenaHo, rocrojivH.

Hakownern, bprian BCKOYMIT Ha KOHSI M B MOCJIEIHUIA pa3 OKMHYJ B3IJISAOM JIEPEBEHCKYIO TLIO-
maapb. Tuxui iay, NpUYuUTaHusl, CTOHBI pa3IaBaJIFCh CO BCEX CTOPOH, OHU CIIMBATUCH B €IMHBIN 'Y,
KOTOPBIM TO B3JI€TaJl BOJHOW K HeOy, TO Mafajl pe3Ko Ha 3eMJII0 U 3aTUXall, YTOOBl Yepe3 CEeKyH/1y
TMO/THATHCS BHOBb.

Mopo3 1o Koxe Oexasl OT 3TOro yKacHOTro IMpolnanus. bpuaH moroparuimBai NpoBOIHUKA U
CTapOCTy, XOTeJl TPOHYThCS B MyTh, HE MeasIsl. OH UyBCTBOBAJI HEJIOBKOCTh U CTHIJ] M3-32 TOTO, YTO
AEBYIIEK OTPBHIBAIM OT AOMa, OT POJHOM CEMbH, BE3JIM B HEU3BECTHbIC M, BHICTABIISUIN HAIIOKA3
Ha SIpmapke, 9TOOBI COOIOCTH KEeCTOKUI JIPEBHUI 3aKOH.

«3aueM Bce 3T0? — aymall OH, VIS Ha JIEPEBEHCKUX MpocTyiiek. — Kak HecripaBeaaugo!
ITO HAJI0 UBMEHUTB!»

Ho y Hero ceituac He ObIJIO HY CUJIBI, HA BJIACTH, YTOOBI CIIOPUTDH C OTLIOM U OpaThsiIMH, TOSTOMY
OH TPOCTO MPHUHUMAJ TOBAp, KpaeM IJia3a BUJEN MECTHBIX JKHMTeNel, KOTOPhIX CTAaHOBHUJIOCH BCE
OoJIbIIIe BOKPYT IJIOMIAIH, CIYIIAT HAPACTAIONINIA Tyl BOBMYIIEHHBIX TOJIOCOB M MEUTaJl MOCKOpee
yOpatbCsi U3 3TOH IepeBHM, MTOKA KUTISIIMI MOTOK HAPOAHOTO THEBA He TEPEUIICS IPOCTHOM aTakoi
Ha TOJIOBBI COOPIIVKOB.

Ternepb OH MOHUMAJT, TOYEMY KOPOJIb HACTOSITT BMECTO OOBIYHBIX YMHOBHUKOB TIOCTIaTh BOOPY-
JKEHHBIN /10 3yOOB OTPsiJ] CTPAKHUKOB. bpraH HIOXOM BOMHA YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OOEBbIE HABBIKH €MY
31€Ch MPUTOAATCS.

— Jlop-0-0-0-Ty! — 3aKpryYaj MPOBOAHUK, U KapaBaH MOBO30K TPOHYJICS B MyTh.

HoBplil Beruieck 1iaya Ormyniml, TOTSHYI 32 COOOM.

Bpuan He Mor Oosbllie HAXOIUTLCS B TOJIE, BUXPEM IPOHECCs BIOJb IMOBO30K M KOJOHHBI
ceJb4aH, BBIPBAJICS BIEpe]] U TIOCKAKaJI 1o AOpore.

— TNocroauH, OCTOPOKHO! — 3aKpUYal MPOBOAHUK, HO MPUHI] €ro He CITYIIA.

[oTsxynuck omHOOOpasHble THU. leHb 0003 HAXOAUJICA B IYTH, a BEUEPOM MPOBOJHUK YCTpa-
uBaJI MpuBaj. VI3 0CTOpPOKHOCTH OH BHIOMpAJl MECTa, C TPEX CTOPOH 3alHIIEHHbIE MO0 XOJIMOM,
OO0 PeKoi, MO0 KaMeHHOH Tpsfoi. YeTBepTy0 CTOPOHY OXpaHsUTH CTpakHUKU. CMeHa KapayJia
ObLTa KaXK/IbIA Yac M CTPOroO COOMONAIAC.

[MpuHIly pa3duBasr HEOONBINON MIATEp, TI€ OH MOT CMBITh C ce0sI MbUIb, OTIOXHYTh U MEPEKy-
cuthb. [lepBbie 1BE HOUM OH MOYTH HE CTIaJl, PUCITYIIUBASCH K TYITY Jieca, BAOJIb KOTOPOro OHH ILIH,
HO Bce OBbLII0 MUPHO, M OH ycriokouics. KapaBaH npuOmmkaics K ropam.

— Peryin, — oOparuicst OH K TPOBOIHKKY Ha TPEThI0 HOUb. — [IprBein KO MHE napy JAeBYIIEK.

— XoTuTe NepBbIM CHSTH MPOOY? — 3aCyeTUsICA TOT.

[Mpuni pactepsiicsa. OH MIaHMPOBAT TOJIBKO MOTOBOPUTH C HEBECTAMH, Y3HATh MX MOOJMKE,
YTOOBI TIOTOM, KOTJIa OHHM MPHOYAYT B CTOJHILY, MOAOOPATh UM XOPOIIMX COJJIAT U3 CBOEH apMUM.
HernpusiTHOe 4yBCTBO BUHBI CIKUTAJIO U3HYTPH, HE 1aBaJIO MOKOs1. OH MPUHII 3TOW CTPaHBbl, & 3HAYMT,
TOXE OTBEYAET 3a UJOTCKUE 3aKOHBI.

— A yro? Jlpyrve KoMaHIupbl CHUIMAJIU? — OCTOPOKHO IOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— Koneuno. U coopimukam paBaym nmodanoBatbesi. CTOMBKO IOHBIX JKEHIIMH Be3eM! — OH
NpuABKHYJCS Onmvke W 3amentanr: — CTpaXHUKH yKe TOIISIBBAIOT Ha HeBecT. JKajKo ke, 4To
Takoe OOraTcTBO JOCTAHETCS] HEU3BECTHO KOMY.
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Bpuan Bckoum, cxxumast pyKosiTKy Meda. OH lyMaJl O COBECTH, O BEYHOM, 00 OTMEHE 3aKOHa,
a ero COMpPOBOXJABIINE MEUTAIM TIOKMBUTHCS HA JTAPMOBIIMHKY.

— TospKOo MocMeNTe TPOHYTh XOTb OIHY HEBECTY ! — TUXO, YeKaHs KaXkJ0oe CIOBO, TPOLIUIIE
Bpuan. — Tomnbko nompodyiite!

Bamian npoBogHMKa 3aMeTalICcs.

— Ha s uto? { Hruero. D10 Bce CTPAXHUKH, — 3a00pMOTa OH M TOMATUIICS K BBIXOILY. —
Tak, KOro BaM pyuBeCTU NEepBOi?

N Bbpuan, He 3a1yMbIBasACh, BAPYT BITAJIWIL:

— VYponuHy U3 KpailHel MOBO3KHU. . .
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I'naBa 5

ArHeccy HUKTO He Tporajl. OHa cujiesia B CBOEM KPbITOM YIoJIKe TTOBO3KM U OTKPOBEHHO CKY-
yasa. 3aHAThCs ObLIIO COBEPIIEHHO HEYEM, Pa3Be UTo J000BaThCsl HA OKPECTHOCTH, HO M TAM HUYETO
NPUMEYaTeIbHOTO He HaXoAMIoch. [leByIka nepekarsBaiach ¢ O0Kka Ha OOK, BHIIISABIBANIA B LIE/Tb
ME>X/1y TIOJIOTHAMH TO C OIHOM CTOPOHBI CTOPOHBI TOBO3KH, TO C APYIOM, I71a3es1a Ha KapaBaH, 3Meeil
M3BUBABILIMIACS Ha JIECHOM JIOpOre U 3eBaia.

ITokaspiBaTbCs €il HE pa3pellasiv, IOTOMY YTO 32 Hel CKaKalud Ha KOHSX CTPaXHUKHU, OHU
BHMMATeJIbHO CJIEAMIIM 32 OOCTAaHOBKOH, HETPOMKO IEPEroBapvBaIMCh U TEPUOIUYECKU T'PO3UIN
Arnecce:

— Ckponcs, yponuHa! MHavue. ..

KT0-HNOY1b» MoiHMMa Meu MM HalleJIMBaJl Ha Hee cTpedty. [leBylka Bopyasa, HO MpsTaach,
HOYBIO HAKM/IBIBAJIA HA COJIOMY IIAJIbIO M YAOOHO ycTpanBaniack. Terneps oHa yxe He 00si1ach OTKpPHI-
BaTh JIMLO: BCE PABHO HUKTO C Hell He pasroBapuBasl. CHavasna ArHecca 3aJpIXxajach OT BOHU Kyp U
KPOJIMKOB, HO MOCTENIEHHO NPUBBIKJIA U NlepecTaia o0palarh Ha Hey100CTBO BHUMAHME.

Eii nmpuHOCHIM ety ¥ BOY, BBITYCKaJIM M3 MOBO3KH IO HOYaM, KOrga 0003 OCTaHABIMBAJICS
Ha IMpUBaJl, HO JEpP/KaJM Ha MPUBA3M, KaK CTPONTUBYIO KOPOBY, XOTSl OHA BUJENA, YTO OCTAJIbHBIE
AEBYILIKM OpOAMIIN CBOOOIHO.

Hesectbl nepkanich pa3po3HEHHBIMU KyUKaMU, UCITYTAHHO KAJIWCh APYT K APYry U LIapaxa-
JIUCh OT KAXAO0TO JIBUKEHUsI OXpaHbl. Y BCEX JIEBYILEK, KpoMe ATHECChl, B IOX0€e OblIM 00s3aHHO-
ctu. OHM HOCWIIM BOAY, Pa3KUTaJId KOCTPbI, TOTOBWJIN JJIsl CTPAKHUKOB efly. VIHorna Ta uiau vHas
KpacaBulla B3BU3IMBajIa W UCIYTaHHO B3[IparvBaja — 3TO KTO-HUOYAb U3 CTPaKHUKOB, IPOXOJS
MHMO, LIUIENaJ ee 10 MATKOMY MECTY, HO B LI€JIOM OOCTAaHOBKA ObljIa BIIOJIHE MUPHAs U, Ha MEPBBIi
B3IIsA], Oe30macHasl.

— Tpycuxu! — menTana noa Hoc ArHu. — Msico i1 conaat. ToJbKO M MOKETe, YTO BU3KATb.
[MonpoOyii Menst Tponb! Tak nasna Obi!

Ho neBymika TosbKo (paHTa3upoBasa, a MOMYYUTCs WIM HET OCYILECTBUTh 33/ lyMaHHOE, HEU3-
BecTHO. OHa IPOCTO pajloBalach, YTO K HEW HUKTO HE NMPUCTaBaJl U He MpHKacaics. Marh okas3anach
[IpaBa: ypoJCTBO OTIIYTMBAJIO, BHI3BIBAJIO OPE3IIMBOCTD.

OnHO TPEBOKUJIO HEBECTY: CKOJIBKO elle MpoaepkUTcss MOpok? OHa UCIIPaBHO KaxJoe yTpo
rIoTaja u3 OyTHUIOUKH, a TIOTOM €€ BCTPSIXMBAJA, TPOBEPsIs HA CIIYX OCTaTKH HAalMTKa. ATHU OYeHb
XOTeJ1a IOCMOTPETh Ha ce0sl CO CTOPOHBI, HO B IUIOIIKE C BOAOH, KOTOPYIO €il IPUHOCKUIIN, HEBO3-
MOXHO OBLTIO pa3risaeTh Juio. HesHaHue mopokaano TpeBory, KOTopast pocia ¢ KakKJbIM JTHEM.

[Mogaumanu Ha paccBeTe, AHeM 0003 el 0e3 OCTAaHOBKHU. ATHeCCa pasIiisigblBajia OKPEeCTHOCTH
Y NIPUKHbIBAJIA, T7I€ OHA CMOXKET cOexaTh Tak, YTOOBI €€ He XBAaTWJIMCh. A ellle rajiaja, KOorjaa ke Ha
KapaBaH HaraJieT oTpsJ] pa300iHUKOB, O KOTOPOM PaccKa3blBajl OTEll.

Ho npomenbKHY0 yXe IBa JHSI, TPETHii ObLT Ha MICXOJIE, 8 HUKAKOTO JBIKEHUS B JIECY, IIe OHU
exaJiu, He ObUIO, Kak ATHecca HY BIVISIIBIBAJIACh B IIPOCBETHI MEXY AepeBbsiMu. MIHOrIa oHa BUena
JIOBKYIO O€JIKY, CKaKaBIIyIO 110 BETBSM, CJIbIIIAJIA MITULL, B3MBIBABIIMX B He00. OceHHMI BeTep 1esie-
CTeJ1 OCTaTKaMH JIMCTBbI, HO B LI€JIOM TOrofia pajioBaja: ¢ yTpa CBETUJIO COJHLIE, COrpeBasi TEIJIbIMU
Jly4aMu, ¥ JIMIIb KOTJja HACTYIaJ Be4ep, X001 He3aMETHO ITPOOHpasics BMECTE C TYMaHOM, KOTOPBIA
CKPBIBAJI HAIIOJIOBUHY JIIOZIEH, TOBO3KH, KOHEM.

Ot HemnpephIBHOW TPSICKM K Beuepy HauMHaIa OOJIETh TOJIOBa M BCE IUIBUIO Teper Ila3aMH,
XOTEJIOCh MPOOeKaThCS, pa3MsTh HOTH, TIEPEKMHYTHCS ¢ KeM-HUOYAb Mapoii cioB. OAMHOYECTBO U
HETO/IBUKHOE COCTOSIHAE HAYMHAJIO CBOAMTH C yMa. B 1yliie pasropajicst mpoTecT, KOTOPBIi AEBYIIKA
yXKe ¢ TPYIOM ClIepKUBaJa.

CeronHs K Beuepy pe3ko noxonofaio. KapaaH 1mes o y3Koil JOJMHE MeX/y BHICOKUMU yTe-
caMH, CJIeBa U CIIpaBa YXOAWJIM BBBICh KAMEHHCTbIE CTEHBI, TOKPBIThIE KYCTAPHUKAMHU.
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— I'me mb1? — cnipocuiia ArHecca MPOCKaKaBIlero MUMO Hee BCaIHUKA.

— IMpubmmxaemcst K CaBCKMM ropam.

970 Ha3BaHWE HIUYETO He TOBOPUJIO AEBYIIKe. Jlaibiiie CBOei MECTHOCTH OHA HUT/IE He OblBajia
Y HUYEro He BUJENIA.

— A 4T0 3a ropaMu? — KpHUKHYJIa OHA y/JaJIsBLIEUCS CIIMHE.

— Cronuua.

Cronuual

ArHecca 3aBOJIHOBAJIACh, CEPALIE 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH B TPYAU OCIIEHBIM PUTMOM, a B TOJIOBE 3aKO-
MOUINJIACh UJesl.

Cronuual

Koraa 0003 ocraHoBUJICS Ha MpHUBaJ, OHA CKBO3b NPUIITYIIEHHBIE KPUKH, PKaHKE JIOMIaen 1
KyAaxTaHbe Kyp BAPYT yCIIbIIIaa pa3roBop.

— [lepeiinem nepeBai, U Mbl I0OMa.

Bacuin kto-T0. ArHecca BbIIVIsSIHY/IA B 11I€JIb MEXAY CTBOPKAMH TKAHHU.

CrpaxHUKHU.

OHM CTOSIM HEAATIEKO OT €€ MOBO3KU U CIIPABJISIM HYKAY. OAUH BHICOKUI, KPENKUH, C IVH-
HBIMHM POBHBIMHM HOTaMH ObLT €l 3HAKOM: MIMEHHO C HUM OHa CXJIECTHYJIACh Teper oThe3noM. Bro-
POro, HU3EHBKOI'0, HEKa3UCTOr0 U KPUBOHOIOI'0, TOXKE MHOT/IA BUJIEJIa U3/1aJIeKa.

— Ara, ellie HECKOJIBKO JHEW MyTH, U JOMa, — CO CMELIMHKOM B TOJI0CE OTBETUJI KOPOTHILLIKA
¥ TIOTIPABWII IIITAHBI.

— Hesecr cpazy Ha Apmapky oTBe3yT?

— He-a. OtnipaBaT Ha 1OCTON B KOPOJIEBCKUE CKJaJbl. TaM OHM BBIMOIOTCS, IIEPEOIEHYTCS,
MPUMYT TOBapHbINA BUI.

— A Kakas pa3HMIIa, KaK OHU BBIIJISAAT?

— He ckaxu! — XMBIKHYJI Beceibyak. — XOTs1 CMOTPETh HA KOMaHIMPOB, KOTOPbIE HAAyIlIEH-
HBIMU IJIATOYKAMU ITPUKPHIBAIOT CBOU HOCHI, BECEJIO.

— Tl yxe BbIOpan cede?

— He-a. 3auem 3amisapIBaThCs HA AepEBEHCKUX J1eBOK ? Ha Sl pMapke KpacoTku moMHTEpecHee
OymyT.

— Dii! — OKJIMKHYJIA CTPaXXHUKOB ATHecca U Te JIpYKHO MOBEPHYJIUCh. — MOXHO MHE TOXke
B KYCTUKU?

— Oo0orizenbes, elle He CTEMHENO.

— Mouu HeT TepreTh, OyabTe JIIOAbMHU.

— W 3auem B3s11 3Ty ypoauHy? — NMpoOBOpYA JUIMHHOHOTUI U CIUIIOHYIL.

Crpaxnuku ynuid. OHa HEMHOTO NOC/TyIaja UX YA sABIIMECs rooca. « XOopollee MecTo», —
BJpYT NOJyMaJia OHa.

Ecnu cripbirHyTh, C/IeaTh Iar B CTOPOHY, MOKHO CIIPSATAThCS 32 OOJBIIMM BaTyHOM. A Tam
niepeOexKaMi — BBEPX IO CKJIOHY. ECTb rie CKpBIThCS OT CTpelt, ¥ TIOTroHS 3axJieOHeTCsl cpas3y: KOHH
HE CMOTYT CKaKaTh [0 KAMHSIM.

ArHecca rorpaBuia Ha TOJIOBE I1aJjb, CLETHIIA 3yObl, CTapasich He IIIyMeTb, JIETKO CIPHITHYJIa HA
3eMJII0 M HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mpucesia, pa3MuHas 3aTekiine Horu. Orsaaenach: KaxkeTcsl HUKTO He 3aMe-
THJI, ¥, IPYKABIIMCH K TIOBO3Ke, 000TrHYIa ee. ToMbKO BBIIOXHYIIA, KaK YBUjIeIa riepe]] COOOH KOIIbe.
[Mpocneanna 3a IPeBKOM U CTOJKHYJIACh B3MJISOM C ONECTAIIMMH I71a3aMH JUIMHHOTO CTPaKHUKA.

— Kyna cobpanack? — TOT pe3KO B3MaxHyJI KOTTbEM.

— T'oBopio ke, xouy B KycThl. He sicHO, 4To JIu? — pa3o3imiiach JeBylKa Oosbiie Ha cedsl,
Yyem Ha oxpaHHUKa. Pazmeuranacek, 1ypa! — MHe B MOBO3Ke 3TO jiesarh?

— V-y-y, Benpma! Illarait Hazan!

ArHecca yBujena, Kak U3 CBOETO I11aTpa BbIILE] KPACUBBII KOMaHIUP, PAAOM C HUM KPYTHIICS
107101 TIPOBOJHMK U O YeM-TO 0€3 OCTAHOBKH PACCKa3bIBaJL.
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— 4 ceituac 3akpuuy, — npenynpenuia Arau. — Xodeuib? Vimu csay npsiMo Ha TBOM Carlory.

— CniATiiia? — CTpaXHUK OTHPBITHYJI, TOTOM, TPOMKO pYTasiCh, CXBaTHJI B TIOBO3KE BEPEBKY
u 6pocut eir. — OOBSIKUCH, Ty4deso!

ArHecca OpIcTpO 0OepHyIIa Kpaii BOKPYT TaJluH, HO 3aTATMBATh y3eJ He CTajla: BAPYT ellle MoJTy-
yuTCsi cOeKaTb.

— Cnacu60, — co cJie301 B rojioce MpoOopMoTaia OHa.

— Illaraii. YV Tebs ecTb MUHYTA.

JleByiika Opocuiach B KYCThI, OIHAKO OXPAaHHUK OBbUI XMTpee: OH TYT K€ MOAXBATHII BTOPOM
koHerl. OHa He ycriena yepxarb y3ell, Kak TOT Tyro 3aTsSHYJICS Ha TATHH.

«He moii nenn!» — oropumiack ArHecca, 3aBepHyJia 3a OOJIBIION BayH W 3aMepJia, BIJISIIbI-
BasICh B INTyOMHY JiecHOU nopociu. Eif moka3anock, Wiy TaM KTo-To Obu1? TeMHBIH CHITyST MEJTbKHYT
Cpeny JepeBbeB U UCYE3.

JleByIIKka mpeBpaTUiIach B CIyX — THIIMHA, TOJbKO BETEp IIEJECTUT OMNaBIIed JMCTBOU. A
MOXET, 3TO YbH-TO OCTOPOKHBIE IIIaru?

Cepaiie 3aK0JI0TUIIOCH B TPYIH, €r0 YAAphl OTAABATMCH B YIIIAX W HE AABAJIM Pa3IMIUTh 3BYKH.
ArHecca ¢ TpyIOM NOJaBUIa KPHK, BHIIOXHYJIA. . .

TpecHyna BeTka.

Hesecra BcTpeneHysach, Hanpsriach, 10 00U B I1a3aXx BCMAaTPUBASCh B TIOMYMpaK.

A Tenepsb MIETOXHYJIACh BEPXYIIKa KyCTa, U YTO-TO COPBAJIOCh, 3aCTYYasIo 10 BETKaM U CKaTu-
JIOCh BHU3.

Mumka?

«Py, 310 Oenka! — oT obseryeHus J00 MOKPhIJICS UCTTAPUHOM.

N TyT oHa yBHJENA €TO. ..

310 OBUT TOT CaMblii HE3HAKOMeETl, KOTOPOro ArHecca 3aMeTHIIa B TOJIE KPecThsH. M, XOTs oHa
BHJIeJIa €ro MeJIbKOM, MTHOBEHHO y3Hasa. «YTo oH 371ech nenaer? OH ofauH U3 pa30oiHUKOB? Xouer
HaracTh Ha KapaBaH? A rjie ocTajibHble ?» — CTaeil MOHEeCIUCh B TOJIOBE BOITPOCHI.

[NepBblii TOPBIB — MpPEAYNPEUTh CTPAKHUKOB 00 OMACHOCTH, TIOIaBujIa Ha KopHio. [Ipucena,
clieyiasia BUJl, YTO 3aHsATa CBOUM JEJIOM.

MyxumHa cripsitajics 3a CTBOJI OTPOMHOI COCHBI, HO HE YIleJ, OHa BHUJIeJa Kpayl ero Iuiaiia,
3aLENMBILINICS 32 BETKY HU3KOIO KYyCTa.

«Ilymaii, mymait! — mpukazana cebe. — Yto genars?»

[NoBenenue He3HAKOMIIA Ka3anoch cTpaHHbBIM. OH HaOJI01a1, HO SIBHO HE cOOMpAJICcs ee cra-
caThb, XOTs1 0OCTAaHOBKA ObLIA BIOJIHE yAA4HASs: JIarepb HUXKE 0 CKJIOHY, CKPHIT 32 I'YCTHIMU KyCTaMU U
KaMHSAMHU. P10OM TOJIBKO OXpaHHUK, KOTOPBIH JepKUT ee BepeBKy. OnuH yaap — u Bce! CTpakHUK
— Ha 3eMJIe, a OHa — Ha CBOOOJIE.

— D, TH B IMy HE MPOBATIIIACH? — JIEPHYJ 32 BEPEBKY CTPAXHHUK. — A TO MOMOTY I00KU
TMO/IEPKATh.

OH 3axMx¥KaJ, JOBOJBHBIN COOOM, a ArHecca MCIyraiach, YTO JUIMHHBIA 3aBepHET 32 BAJIYH,
Y BBICKOUMJIA K OXPAHHUKY.

— Jaske pa3MsThCs Henb3. 1 uTo, padbiHs?

Omna cepnuTo (bBIpKHYJIA HA HETO ¥ OJHUM ABMKEHUEM CKMHYJIA C ToyoBbl Majb. CTpakKHUK
Nepe/IepHyJICs U OTIIATHYJICS.

— O 6oru! Hy u mopna!

— Ha ce6s mocmotpu! — orpei3Hynach ArHecca.

Oma BbIIEpHYJIa U3 PYK CTPaKHHUKA BEPEBKY U 3a0pajach B MOBO3KY. TOIBKO OCTABIINMCH OfIHA,
HavaJla ymaTh U IPUKU/IbIBATh, YTO €1 JeJ1aTh C HEOKUJAaHHBIM OTKPbITHEM. Ecii MyskunHa B KycTax
— pa30OoHUK, KOTOPBIM XOUeT HaracTh Ha 0003, Torna rae octaibHbie? OIUH OH HE CIPABUTCS C
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BOOPYKEHHOW OXPAHOW W MeperyraHHbIMU JEBUIIAMH. DTH Kypbl MEPENOJIOMIATCS U UCTIOPTSAT CBOE
XKe CrlaceHue.

3HauuT, 9T0 pa3BequuK. Ho OH CTOSUT cpesn KpecThsiH U yXke TOIJia PHUCKOBa COOOM: HOBOE
JIMIIO CJIWIIIKOM 3aMETHO CPEe/Id OTHOCETbYaH.

— D, crpammial

ATHecca HaCTOJBKO MOTPy3WJIach B MBICIIH, UTO 3aBH3Kajia, KOTa YCIbIIIaia qyKoi roioc, a
BMECTe C Hell 3aKy/1axTaju, 3a0WIN KPbUIbSIMH KYPBI.

— Kro Tam?

Vxe cremHeno. 3ejieHble KpallMHKA B Kapyx Ila3ax 3aXIJIMCh oroHbkamu. Cefiyac ormacHo
MOKAa3bIBATHCS JIIOMISIM.

— Bumomzaii! Komanaup k cebe 30BeT.

— KT10? — ykacHysach HeBeCTa, ¥ ropJio BHE3AITHO MEPecoxJio. — 3avyeM? — MIENOTOM CITPO-
CHUJIa OHA.

— Jlorapaiicst caMma, — XOXOTHYJI T'OJIOC HEBUMMOT'O 32 MOJIOTOM COOECEeTHHKA.

— Emy Haj0, mycTh ¥ IpUeT.

Boraroe BooOpakeHue TYT ke HApUCOBAJIO KAPTHHY: CUIIbHBI BOMH, HE IEPEMOHSICh, XBaTaeT
ee 3a TAJIMIO, CTABUT Ha YETBEPEHBKH U BBIIOTHSIET MYKCKHE 00SI3aHHOCTH, KaK TJIEMEHHOM skepederl
MOKPBIBAET KOOBLTY, YTOOBI Yy TOW POAVIIMCH CaMble KPEIKUe kepeosTa.

A uro Oyner Torna? OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS €e Jap BCIIBIXHET, KaK Ccyxas Jy4uHa. DTO paBHO-
CUJIbHO CMEPTH.

U Bce ke ropsiuasi KApTUHKA KapOM ONAJIWIIA IIEKH, OTOHb Pa3JIHICS BHYTPH ATHECCHI, OT HETO
3a4ecasTiCh KOHUMKY MAJIBIIEB ¥ 3arOPeJiCh YIIH.

— CnaTuna, 4to Ju? — pABKHYJ CTpaXHUK. — CHIJIKOM BBITAIlLy.

JleBy1ka oOepHya roJioBy IIaJIbio U CIIPHITHYIA Ha 3emutio. OHa cMOTpesia BHU3, YTOObI BOUH
HE 3aMeTHJI OrOHBKOB. HO TOT OIXBaTHII BEpEeBKY, KOTOpast BCe ellie O0NTanach Ha TAIH, U MOTAIINT
HEBECTY 3a COOOM.

— JKeny Bezenb? — MOTEMIATNCH HAJI HUM CTPaXKHUKH.

— Xopora KpacoTka!

— OrTmpaBs ee B XJIeB CBUHbSIM XBOCTUKH 3aKPyUHBATh.

— Ja-na! — Bopyan AMMHHBIA. — $I BaM TakMX HeBeCT BbIOepy Ha flpMapke, uTo Most Kpaca-
BHULIEW MMCAHOU MOKAKETCH.

Ho Arnecce ObUIO He /10 Becelbsi: OHA My4YMTEJIBHO JyMasa, Kak e ObiTh. Kak cractu ceos,
a BO3MOXHO, U Opyrux Hesect? Ecnu pa30oiHMKM cOOpanch HamacTh HA OTPsiL, STO MPOU30MIET
cerofHsi Houblo. Torga HyXHO MOTSHYTh BpeMsI U He 1aTh KOMaHAMUPY K cede MPUKOCHYThCS.

«Xa! — ycmexHynach npo ce0st Arau. — Hy o1 11 gypa!»

Omna mpezcTaBWIa, Kak KPacaBuMK IEayeT ee B BOJIOcaTylo OOpOIaBKYy WJIM B KOHYHMK HOCa
KPIOYKOM, ¥ BHE3AITHO YCIIOKOMJIACh: CTOSITh HA Y€TBEPEHbKAX €l TOYHO He MPUIETCS.

V marpa ux BCTpeTUs MpoBOAHUK. OH KPUKHYI:

— TlocrioauH, puBeNy IeByIIKY !

— IlycTp 3ax0auT.

HemHoro BonmHysich, ATHecca IIarHyna 3a Mopor U 3amepiia, notonus B3op. OHa cTosiia Ha
AepeBSHHOM HACTHJIE M BU/IeIa KaXblii OTIUIM(OBAHHBINA Cy4OK. B 1IeHTpe miaTpa HaXoauicst CTod,
OKpYXEHHBI TaOypeTamu, B TIyOWHE BHUIHENACh MOCTENb. 3aMETHUB MOAHOC C ABIMSIIEHCS €0,
AEBYIIIKA MPOIJIOTUJIA CITIOHY.

— IIpoxoau, caauch, — MPUBETIMBO MPUTTIACKIT XO3SHH.

«Y@! — BoIIOXHYTA AeByIKa. — Cpasy Hamagarh He cooupaercs!»

BuyTpH matep sipko ocBemany ¢axesnbl, ArHecca pacciaaduiack. [Jaxe ecau koMaHaup 3ame-
THUT OTOHBKH B I71a3aX, IPUMET UX 32 OTCBET.

— Cnacu60, ToCOAVH XOPOIIUI, — MOKJIOHWJIACh OHA M C/ieJialia iar.
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ANNETUTHO NaxXHYIIMI BapEHbIN LBIIUIEHOK POCTO CBOAWII ¢ yMa. Tpu JHS OHA €J1a TOJIbKO TO,
YTO B3sJ1a M3 JIOMA JIa HEMHOT'O Kalliv Ha Bofie. Tereph MOHATHO, IJIs KOTO ObLITH KyPHI B €€ MOBO3KeE.

Komanaup B monmympake Kasajcs HeBepOATHBIM KpacaBiieM. OH U3peJKa BCTPSAXUBAT BOJIO-
camu, BUJIMMO, T10 MPUBbIYKE, U OHU T'YCTOM KOMHOM MaJlajiv Ha Tjieuu, ArHecca 3aBOPOKEHHO MPo-
BOXKaJIa WX B3MJISAOM. Mexay mpsiasMu MeJibKalla TO 3aropefias Iiajkas Koxka, TO Moa00pOIoK ¢
SIMOYKOH MoceperuHe, HO OOoJIbIIie BCEro MPUBJICKAIH TJ1a3a, CBEeT/Ible, KaK POIHUKOBAs BOJA, TIOUYTU
npo3paunble. Cefiuac n3-3a HeJIOCTaTKa CBETa OHM ObLTM TEMHBIMU, HO ATHH BUJIe/Ia UX HACTOSIIIHIA
IBET.

BowuH npuaBrHYy eii TabypeT U MPOTAHYIT BIAKHYIO TPAIIKY.

— A 3710 emie 3aueM? — HACTOPOXXUIIACh ATHecca.

— Jln4a pyk.

— W 4ro ¢ Heit nenatb?

— Jla THI HacTOSAIIAs AUKAPKA! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — PyKku niepes1 e/10i IpUHATO MbITh.

—I'me?

Hegecra ycTaBuiach Ha Hero HaCMeNLIMBBIM B3rIsAAoM. OHa TIPEKPaCcHO TMOHSIIA, YTO OH UMET
B BUJIY, HO MEJIKO OTOMCTHJIA 32 JIUKAPKY.

—B...

Komanaup 3amonyan, v B MOJTHOW THINMHE ATHecca yCbllajia Iard 3a CTeHou marpa. Bor
Ha TUIOTHYIO TKaHb yIaJia TeHb, IIOTOM Jpyrasi, OHU 3aKa4aJicCh B JIy4ax TOpPejioK W MPUYIYIIHBO
MIPEJIOMIIIUCh.

— Cmortpure, KTO Tam? — JIEBYIIIKA [MOKa3aja pyKoW Ha TEHHU.

— He BoHylics1, 9TO CTpaXHUKU, — OTBETWII, He 000pavnBasich, rocriofgH. — OHU HaC oxXpa-
HSIIOT.

— A-a-a...

ArHecca ToMeIIIa, He 3Hasl, KaK B3STh TPSMUILy, YTOOBl M30ekKaTh JIMIITHEIO KOHTAKTA.
Komanaup Opocuii ee Ha CTON, TOT/Ia OHA CXBAaTWJIa ee W BHITepsia pyKu. Mokpasi TKaHb MPUATHO
xoJonnia Koxy. Kak Tojpko oHa cooOpas3uiia, YTo HeCKOJIBKO JHE! He MBLIACh, Cpa3y 3a4ecaioch Bce
teso. HeBecra mouyBcTBOBasla HEJIOBKOCTD, MEpeIepHYJIa TUleuaMu, pUHIoXanack kK cede. U, xors
riepes1 Hell CHJIeIT Bpar, IoYeMy-TO 3aX0TeJIOCh BBITJISIIETh TIepe/l HUM MTPUBJICKATENILHO.

He nonumasi, uto Tep3aert ee ayiny, ArHecca OCTOPOXKHO OImycTuiiach Ha Tadypet. Cena oM
K CTeHe ¢ TeHsMH. KOHeYHO, X0341H YCIIOKOWII €€, HO JIOBepHs HE BBI3BAL.

— Emb, — KoMaHIup NMOJOABUHYJI € TaperKy.

— He orpaBute? — cripsaTana 3a ciMHy pyku ArHecca.

— 3auem?

— Hy, camu roBopurte, ypoauHa, Ha SpMapke camblii OpOCOBBIN TOBap.

OHa ckHHYyJIa TIATOK Y TIOBEPHYJIACh MPOQuieM, YTOObI BOMH HACIAIUIICS €€ KPUBBIM HOCOM
¥ O'POMHOM OOPOJABKOW M HaBceraa 3a0blT O Hell KakK O HeBecCTe.

— Tbl ¢ poxaeHus Takas?

— Ara, — JIeByIIIKa MMorpy3uia 3yObl B COYHYIO HOXKKY.

CoK, CMeIIaHHbII C XKUPOM, 3aKanayl el Ha rpydb, HO OHA Jaxe He 3aMeTwia. C jKaJHOCTBIO
I710Taj1a OrpOMHBIE KYCKH M JIUIIIb KOT/Ia 00TJIofasia KOCTOUKY, IOCMOTpesia Ha KomaHaupa. Tot cujien
¢ Ope3rMBBIM BBIPAKESHUEM JIMIIA U MSUT B TTAJIBIIAX TPAIKY. ATHECCE CTaJlo HEMHOTO CTBIIHO 32 CBOU
JepeBEHCKYE 3aMalllKH, 3a TOJIO U HEOTIPSITHBIN BH/I.

Brpyr BovH pe3ko BHIIPAMUT PYKY H IPOBEJT MOJIOTEHIIEM IO ee rydam 1 mogdoopoaky. ArHecca
OTIIATHYJIACh, HO Y€ OBbLJIO TIO3[JHO: CBET YAapHJI B €€ I71a3a, U OHA YBHJELIA. ..
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I'maBa 6

Bpuan ¢ Herepniennem xnai, Korga B marep npuseayT HeecTy. OH He IOHMMAJI, ITIOYEMY 3Ta
JIEBYILIKA BBI3BIBAET TaKOE Krydee JOOONBITCTBO. MOXeT, IOTOMY, YTO B €r0 OKPYKEHUH He ObLIO
yponues? Koposb, mooutens U3SIHbIX (POPM 1 yTOHUSHHBIX JIUILI, He AP KaJl IPH IBOPE Ay PHBIIIEH.
OH pmaxe co3aai crielMaabHbII OTPA KOPOJIEBCKUX CTpakel, KOTOPbIE ITPUBJIEKAIN BCEX HE TOJIBKO
BEJIMKOJIETIMEM BOMHCKMX HABBIKOB, HO M KPACMBOM BHELIHOCTBIO.

A MOXeT, OTOMY, YTO HUKTO €My HUKorAa He aep3ui? Jlloboe HeloBUHOBEHUE CYpPOBO HaKa-
3bIBAJIOCH TEMHMLIEH, ITBITKAMU U 3aKaHYMBAJIOCH TIAXOM.

Wnu npuyrHa Obuta coBepiieHHO B pyrom? Ho Tpu IHS MyTH NMPUHI] HET-HET, Ja U BO3Bpa-
11aJICcsA MBICJISAIMU K AMKapke. HeBO3MOXXHO ObLIO pa3miseTh ee JIMIO: OHA MPSTala ero B CKIAAKax
11aau, a Korga bpuan HamMepeHHO ckakaja MUMO €€ TIOBO3KH, JEBYIIKA HAXOAMUJIACH I10] TTOJIOTOM.

W BOT OHa cTOMT nepesy HUM, HO CMOTPUT BHU3. TeMHas IOHOIEHHAs OfiekK 1A B IIATHAX I'PSA3H,
CTONTaHHbIE OaIlIMaKK MIEPETSHYThl BEPEBKOM, B HAOPOIIIEHHO! Ha I'OJIOBY 1AM KOe-T/ie BUAHEIOTCS
npopexu. beaHoCTh HEBECThI HAJIUIIO, 3aTO OOIPOCTh AyXa OTMEHHAS.

JlMKapKa npoliia K CToIy ¥ BAPYT CKMHYJIA IIJIATOK Ha I1JIEYU, OTOJIUB roJIoBY. TeMHbIE BOJIOCH,
JIMIUB CJIETKA MIEPEXBAUYEHHbIE CTAPOX TECBMOW, BOJIHOM YIIAJIM Ha CIIMHY AEBYIIKH, TPUHL] HATIPATCS,
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B JIyIIIe 3aKercst OrOHb JIOOONBITCTBA.

Caer ropesiok He Aaj pasrIAfeTh JeTaayd, Ho bpuaH 3aMeTns IJIMHHBIA KPIOYKOBAThIM HOC,
6oponaBKy Ha MOOOOPOKE, TYCThIe OPOBU JIOMHUKOM, TJIyOOKO CHJEBIIME I71a3a U OTOPYEHHO B3J10X-
HyJ: «[la, coBceM He KpacaBuua». Hanexna, xuBlIasi BHyTpH, YTO OH HA IJIOIIAIU HE pas3miisien
BHEIIHOCTb AEBYIIKH, ¥ €€ YPOACTBO — 3TO 0OMaH, WJUTI03Us, IoracJa.

OH elie pa3 MeJIbKOM IIOCMOTPE Ha HEBECTY U MPUITOAHST OPOBH.

OpHako. ..

C 3THUMU CTpalIHBIMK YepPTaMH HUKAK He BA3aJ1ach IIaKasi KOka CBETI0-OpPOH30BOIO OT JIeT-
HETO 3arapa OTTEHKA ¥ IIPEKPACHBIE I71a3a [IBETA IPEYUIIIHOTO Meia. B HUX Urpasu 3e1eHble OTOHbKH,
TEHb OT MYLIMCTBIX PECHUI] Majlajla Ha IIeKH, U Korja JeBylIKa B3MaxuBasla UMM, Opocast Ha HEro
OBICTPBI B3IJIsI, OHU B3MBIBAJIM KaK KPbUIO 0A00UKH.

Kaxpoe nBuxeHue oT3bIBaIOCh ynapamu cepaua. OHO cHavasla 3aMUpajio Ha MWL, a MOTOM
HAYMHAJIO IIIyMHO KOJIOTUThCS. BpraH npurotoBu ey, YToObl AMKapKa pacciadbuiack U pa3roBOpu-
Jlach, HO Ta Ha JII0OOE €ro CJIOBO OTBEYasa KOJIKOCTBIO.

«OTKyJa B 9TOM J€pEBEHCKON JEBYOHKE CTOJIBKO CMEJIOCTH ? — MOpakalicsl OH, M cama ke cede
orBeyasl: — OHa He 3HaeT, KTO s, BOT U He 6outcs. [lymaer, HaBepHOe, 4TO €€ YPOIACTBO OTITYTHET
MY>KYMH Y 3a0UTHT ee. [mynas!»

Bpuan 3Hau1, 4TO TaKylo, KaK OHa, 1a)Ke He MYCTAT Ha IOMOCT IPMapKH, YTOObI OHA HE CMyILaJla
CBOMM BUJIOM BBICOKOPOIHBIX KOMaH/IMPOB, KOTOPBIE EPBBIMU IPUIYT BbIOMpaTh cede xeH. Hepecta
OylieT »KAaTh CBOEH y4yacTu Ijie-HuOy/Ib B 3aKyTKE U BBIIJET Ha CBET TOJIBKO TOTa, KOra BCEX JIEBY-
IIeK pa30epyT BOMHBI U coathl. Ee mpuBe3yT B jarepb U, €Clii HUKTO He 3aX0UeT C/ieIaTh TUKapKy
CBOEH TIOJICBOH JKEHOM, OHa Oy/IeT 00CTyKMBATh BCEX.

OT 3THX MBICIIEH CTAJI0 TOYEMY-TO rOpbKO. ITozico3HaTeIbHO Bee BHYTpY IIPUHIIA IPOTECTOBAJIO
Y MIPOTUB JIPEBHETO 3aKOHA, U MPOTUB TOr0, YTOObl HEBUHHAS JIEPEeBEHCKas JEBYIIKA CTAHOBUJIACH
paObIHei.

«Hapno 6b110 OCTaBUTH €€ B IepeBHE, — MOyMaJl OH, U TYT BCIIbIXHYJIa uiesl. — MokeT, OTIy-
CTUTh JIEBYOHKY 7»

Ho mbIcp MenbKHYIIa 1 ITpolTaia: CIMIIKOM JAJIEKO OHU HaXOAMJIUCH OT ee mpoBuHLMK. Hese-
CTa HE CMOXET BEPHYTHCS IOMOM.

— Emb! — npukasain oH.
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VnambiBath ee He npunuiock. OHa MOIBUHYIIA K ceOe OJII0/I0 ¥ Hauasla YIUIeTaThb [BITUICHKA TakK,
YTO TPECK CTOsT B Bo3[ayxe. JKUp M COK JIOCHWIMCH HA MOAOOPOIKE M Karajlk Ha TPS3HOE TUIaThe.
[TpuHI pedieKTOpHO BHIOPOCHIT PYKY C MOJOTEHIIEM U BBITEP €€ KOXY.

W Tyt ciyuniiock cTpaHHOE: HEBeCTa OTHIATHYJIAch, 3aKaTuila IJla3a U yrasa Ha HacTuil. bpuan
KHMHYJICSl K HEH, TPUTIONHSUT TOJIOBY, 3aXJIOMA IO IIEKaM.

«4ro 3107»

Ero nmagons He 3a/ieBajia KPIOUKOBATHIA HOC, CIIOBHO €ro M He ObUI0, Ja 1 O0pOJaBKy Ha MOJI-
O0pofIKe OH He TIOYyBCTBOBAJI. JleByIlIka MIHOBEHHO OuHyJach. OHA OTTOJNIKHYJA €ro pyKy, cena u
OTIOJ3JIa B CTOPOHY.

— He tporaiite MeHs1! — npormmrnena oHa.

B ee razax cBeTHI0Ch OEIIEHCTBO, CIIOBHO OH HA/IPYTaJICsl HA/l HEl, a He TIHITAJICS TIOMOYb.

— To1 ObL1a B OecriaMsITCTBE.

— Bawm nokazasnoce. {1 mpocto cBamiack ¢ Tabypera, KpUBOW CIIMIITKOM.

Omna BcKkOumMIIa Ha HOTH, TIOZIHSIIA CTYJT U oOesxasia K Beixony. bpuaH ¢ yaueieHreM HaOmoaamt
3a Hel. DTa ypoAaMHa Tausa B cebe Kakylo-To TailHy, KOTOPYIO OH HEPEMEHHO XOTeJN pasraaaTh.

— Croit! Tl kyna?

— TocrionuH, Gynpre B marpe! — B3BU3THYJIA OHA M BHICTABWIIA Tiepes co0oi 00e pyKu. —
He Boixonure!

Bpuan BeITapammi riasa, B Aylle IMEeBeJbHYJIOCHh TIOJO3PEHUEe, TUKapKa Bena ceOsl CIUIIKOM
CTpaHHO. «Bpar!» — ynapuio B ronoBy, 1 TpeBora 3a3BeHesIa BO BCE KOJIOKOJIA.

OH MeUIeHHO, YTOOBI He CITyTHYTh, BCTAJI HA HOTU: HUKTO €My, PUHITY STOW CTpaHbl, He OyzieT
npuKaseiBath! VI BOPYT pe3KkuM ABMKEHUEM BHITAITMII Med 1 Opocuiics K HeBecTe. OHa CIIOBHO Kaaja
HaraJIeHus: OTIIPHITHY/Ia B CTOPOHY, MoOekajia Kpyramu 1o marpy, KHHyJaach K Joxy. [Ipuxi — 3a
Heil. OH ciestas Bbllag — JEBYIIKA YBEPHY/IACh, M B TOT MOMEHT UYTO-TO yAapuiio bpuana B royioy.

OrnyieHHbId, OH yIal Ha KOJIEHH, 3aTpsIC TOJIOBOM, M BO BCE CTOPOHBI MOJIETENIN KaIlJIi KPOBU.
DBpuaH ynuBIIeHHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha HUX, BCE €I1Ie HUYEero He MOHMUMasi, OO OH He YyBCTBOBAJI, TOJIHKO
HaJicaiHO ropesio yxo. U TyT ouHynach HeBecTa.

— Ciona! — 3aBu3kasia oHa. — ['ocnionuH paHeH!

JleBy1ika Opocrach K MpUHILY, CXBaTHJIa CO CTOJIA BIAKHOE MOJIOTEHIIE U TIPHKasla ero K paHe.
B marep BopBamch oxpaHHUKU. OHU CKPYTHIIM HEBECTE PYKH, TOJIKHY/IU TUIAIIMS Ha TTOJ1.

— T'ocnopuH, rocrionuH! — B3peBes MPOBOIHUK. — [la s 3Ty NEBKYy. ..

OH BCTpSIXHYJI IMKAPKY U 3aHEC HAJl HEl Meu.

— 310 He 51! He s1! — 3akpuuana aepymika. — Cmotpure!

Bpuan npocnequn B HarpapJieHUH €€ pyKU W B3IPOTHYJI: B CTOJIOMKE IaTpa TOpYasio ONepeH-
HOE JIPEBKO OOEBOH CTpEJTbI.

CTpaXHUKM MTHOBEHHO OKPYXWJIM TrOCIoAWHA. JIBO€ CXBaTWIM JUKApKy W TOTAIWIN ee
HapyKy.

— Croiite! — kpukHya1 bpuan. — § xouy nornpocurs ee.

— Cnymatocs!

[TpoBomHKMK OGpocUICs BOH U3 IIaTpa, CIBIIIHO ObLIO, KaK OH OTAaBal KOMaHIbl. TYT ke mpu-
6exain ekapb. OH CHSUT TPAIKY, IPOITUTAHHYIO KPOBBIO, M CTAJ PA3IJIsAAbIBATH PaHy.

— Hy, uT0 TaM? — cnpocui HeTepneauBO MPHUHII, TOMISAIBIBAS TO HAa CTPENy, BCe ellle Top-
YaBIIYIO B CTOJIOUKE, TO HA HEBECTY.

[epBblii 0K mpornesn, Bpuan Tenepb 4yBCTBOBAT HE TOJIBKO JKKEHUE, HO U OOJTb.

— Crpena rmyOoKo HapamnHysia KOxy, 3alenuia BICOK, TOCIOIUH UHCIEKTOP, HO YXO LIEJO.
[Toreprniure HEMHOTO.

UTo-TO X0JI0HOE U BJIaKHOE MPUKOCHYJIOCH K PaHE U MIPOCTPEHIIO HACKBO3b.

— Ye ka330! — 3ackpuren 3y0aMu MpUHIIL.
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— IlpocrtuTe, rocnonuH, 310 JeuyeOHas Kala U3 TpaB, — 3ajeneran jekapb. — Ckopo 001b
YTUXHET.

OH JI0BKO 3aMOTaJI rosioBy bpraHa JIeHTOH TKaH! 1 OTOIIeN MOMI000BATLCS Ha CBOE TBOPEHUE.

B marep BopBaJicsl MPOBOIHUK.

— Hy, uro tam, Peryn?

— Huxkoro. [lymanu, pa300MHUKY HalaJlv, HO HU Clie[la He HAITUIH.

— VYcunb Ha HOub oxpany. U noracu nuiiHue (akensl.

— Caymaioch! — NPOBOAHUK OTJAJI MOMOIIHUKY pacropsikeHue, 1 MATOM BOKpYI LIaTpa
BBICTPOWJIMICh CTPAXKHHUKH, 3aKpBIB cOO0M 0030p Ajisl cTpeska. Terepb TOMy MPUILIOCH Obl yOUTH
BCeX, yToOBI foOpathes 10 bpuana. — A ¢ 31oit uto aenats Oynem? B pacxon?

Peryn nokaszan Ha HeBecTy.

— 3a yto? — 3aBonmiIa Ta. — MOKHO CKa3aTb, YTO S CIIacja Balllero rocrioguHa. JTo Takas
OaroqapHoOCTh ?

Bpuan mocMoTpen Ha BO3MYIIEHHYIO AEBYIIKY, B MOJTyMpaKke TPYAHO ObUIO pa3riisAeTh JIMIA,
1 eMy [0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO AMKapKa CTajla MWJIOW U OYEHb XOpolleHbKoi. HaBaxieHue kakoe-1o!

«Benpma! Heysxenu Mbl Be3eM BeibMY 7» — Ucnyrajicsi OH. TOJIbKO 9TOro /115l IOJIHOTO CYACThs
HE XBaraJo.

— OO0pImuTe ee.

CrpaxHuku Opocuich K JeBymike. OHa oTyasHHO OOposiach ¢ HUMH. B 3Toi cBasKe Ten
TPYIHO OBLJIO YTO-JIMOO0 Pa3IISIIETh, 32TO OH CIIBIIIAT BOMYIIIEHHbIE BOILIA U BCKPUKH, TTyXHe 3BYKH
yZIapOB, HO aJIOCTh CIaJla MEPTBBIM CHOM: HYKHO OBLJIO pPa300paThCsl B CTPAHHOW CUTYAIIUH, TIPEXKIC
YeM JBUraThCs JaJjblile.

— Bor, Hanun, — Peryn 6pocuit Ha CTONT MaJIeHbKYIO OYTHIIKY U3 THIKBBI.

[TpoBOAHMK BCTPSIXHYJ B3JIOXMAUEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U OIEPHYJ OIEKY.

— D10 Moe! BepHute! — 3arosiocusa HeBecTa.

— INocBetn! — npukasan NpuHIL CTPAXKHUKY.

Tor mognec Ommxke aken. HeBecta crosuia KpacHasl, 37asi, a Ijia3a CTPENIsUI 3eJIeHBIMU
uckpamu. OnsTh MPHHI IOpa3uiIcs nepeMeHe. Terneps nepea HUM Oblia ypoarHa ¢ AJTMHHBIM HOCOM.
Yeprosimna, He nHave!

— 4 He BUHOBaTa! — TBepaWIIa AeByiIKa. — IT0 Moe! BepHure!

— Yto Tam? — OH B31J1 OyTBUIOUKY JAByMsI AJILIAMHU 32 TOPJIBILIKO.

— An! — dwipkHyIa oHa. — [lJ1s Bac npumnacia.

— AX, Thl, uyyesnio! Kak pasroBapuBaeliib ¢ rocClioiUHOM?

Peryn pasBepHyscs u ynapui HeBecTy 1o juily. OHa BCKPUKHYJA, a KOT/a MOJIHSJIA TOJIOBY,
Ha ry0e CBepKHYJIa KPOBb.

— IIpoBepb, — bpuan KuBHYyI JIeKaplo.

TOT OCTOPOKHO OTKPBLIT COCYJ, MOHIOXAJI €T0, KalHyJ1 )KUAKOCTb Ha TaJlell U JIM3HYJ. 3aKpbul
I71a3a, 3a4MOKaJ S3bIKOM, onpeaenss BKyc. [lukapka Hanpsimiack. Ee nep3octs ucnapuiach, Ternepb
nepesi NpUHLEM CTOsIa IIPOCTasi AEPEBEHCKas IEBYOHKA, TOTOBAsl BOT-BOT 3aILIAKaTh.

— An? — ue Beigepxan Peryn.

— Her. Tpassnoii orBap. TyT ecTb MOXKEBEJIbHUK, MATA, YUCTOTEN, COCHOBOE MAacjo, —
Havas epevncisaTh JeKapb, Ho bpuan ero nepeou.

— Jlns gero sto?

— JleueOHBIN OTBap, — 3axXHbIKaJa HeBecTa. — JlepeBeHCKUI 3Haxaphb B JIOPOTY MPUTOTO-
BUJI. Y MEHS KOXa YellIeTcs U CTPYIbsIMU NOKpbIBaeTcs. OTIMYCTUTE MEHs, OXKaTyHCTa, — JEBYILIKA
BCXJIMIIHYJIA U BBITEPJIA PyKaBOM HOC, — MOTY BalllUX CTPaXHUKOB 3apa3uTh.

Te nepenissHyIUCh, 3aBOJTHOBAIUCH, OTAEPHY/IM PYKH OT JUKApKH, OHA pacTepia 3arsiCThbsl.
Bpuan ycMmexHyscs: OH HM Ha CEKyH[y HE MOBEpHJI 3TOW JIEBYOHKE, BPET, KaK JbILUT. BeixBaTui
OyTBUIOUKY U3 MAJIbLIEB JIEKapsl U TIOIIEN K HeBeCTe.
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— T'ocnionuu uHcnekTop! — 3akpuyain nmpoBoaHUK. — He Tporaiite 3Ty 3apazy. { ee ceitvac!

OH 3amaxHyJICsl Me4oM, HO BpraH OTOIBHHYII €ro U IPOTSHYJ COCYIl IMKApKe.

— Tlei.

— He 6yny, — ucryranach Ta ¥ Jake pyKH CrpsiTaja 3a CIIUHY.

— [lei1! THaye HaCUJIBHO 3aCTaBUM.

— Her!

— Jlepxure ee! — npukasain Peryi.

CTpaXHUKHU HE TIOCMEJTH He BHITIOIHUTH MpHKa3. OHU CXBATUJIM JIEBYIIKY, TIOBATHIIN HA JIOKE
Y BBUTWJIM €/l B POT OCTaTKM HAMUTKA. [IMKapKa COMpOTUBIISIIACH, KaK MOIJIA, HO BCE e MPOrIOTHIA
OCHOBHYIO Maccy.

— Bce cBobonHbI!

Ternepb MOXHO ObIJIO HEMHOTO PacCIabUThCSI.

Bpuan BHUMatesHO HaOmonaI 3a HeBecTol. Ta cena, motoM Betasia. [Ipr3HakoB OTpaBIeHUS
OH HE 3aMeTWJ, JIa U JeBYIIKa CIIOKOWHO TMOIMpaBWia OAEXKIy, MOIHsIA TeCbMY, YIaBIIyl0 Ha IO,
3aBsi3ajia pacTpenaHHble Boiochl. Ee ypoacTBO cTaio TAKMM OTBPATUTEIbHBIM, YTO HUYETO MIPUBJIE-
KaTeJIbHOro B Hell bpuan yxe He Buzel.

— Y0 c Hel aenarb? — CIpOCHIT TPOBOIHUK.

[IpuHIl ckOCWIT Ha HEro I1a3a.

— VBenu. [lycTh cMANUT B OBO3KE M HE BBICOBBIBAETCSI.

— Pa3Be ona He onacHa?

— Ilpucrab K Hell MAPOUKY CTpakel A1l HaOMOoeHUS.

[TpuHi poBOAWI B3MISIOM JUKApKy M MOTEpsil K Hell nHTepec. Celtyac eMy HyKHO pas3o-
Opatbcs co crpenoi. OH TOIOIIEN K HEel, TPOHY/ MajblieM ornepeHue. M3maneka OHO MOKa3aioch
eMy 3HAKOMBIM. B3siicsi Kpernko 3a IpeBKO U BBIAEPHY/I HAKOHEUHHK U3 CcToOMKa. CTpeny HOMoKuII
Ha CTOJL

— Tloceern!

Peryn nogusin aken Ha BricOTy cBoero ymia. OHA BMeCTe CTTN pas3miisIbBaTh APEBKO.

— Jlerkasi, — B3BECWJI Ha JIaJIOHU CTPeNy IPOBOIHMK, TOTOM MoHI0Xal. — CJesaHa u3 MBHI.

— CornaceH. 3HaYUT, CTPEJISUIA U3/1aJIeKa, MOTOMY BbI M HE HAIILTM HaraJaBIIero.

— VYry. Ycnen ckpbIThesl. Bbl ObUTH OTJIMYHOM MUIIIEHBIO: CBET B IIATPE CO3/1aBaJT TEHb HA CTEHE
MOJIOTHA. XOPOIIMH CTPEJIOK HU 32 YTO HE MPOMAaXHYJICs OBl

— Hymaenib? — bpuaH HaKJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

3a 3TM AHM OBUI0O MHOTO MOMEHTOB, KOTJIa MOIJIM HAracTh Ha KapaBaH, IMOYeMy BBIOpaH
MMEHHO HOYb U 1marep?

Peryn nuzmepwt nanpliaMy ApeBKO OT Havasa ONepeHust 10 BbIpe3a [J1sl TETUBbI U ITOKavaJl rojio-
BO, MPHUHIT BHUMATEIHHO HAOMIONAJ 32 HUM, HAKOHEI] HE BbIIEPKasl U CIIPOCHIL:

— Yto0 craxenib?

— Ilepbst pacnionoxeHsl OJIM3KO, Bpar pacCYUTHIBAT HA TOYHOCTD.

— Jla. VI HakOHEYHUK I'PaHEHBIN.

Onu neperistHyIuCh. [I1s1 0XOThI MCHOJIB30BAJIUCH TJIOCKKE B CEYEHNH HAKOHEYHUKH, I'paHe-
HBIE CUMTATUCh OpOHEOOWHBIMHU, HAlleJIEHHBIMU Ha YHUYTOXKEHUE MMPOTUBHUKA B JIOCTIEXaX. YUHTHI-
Basl IOCTOSIHHYIO OMACHOCTb, MTPUHI] HE CHUMAJI MX Jake Ha HOYb.

Bpwuan 3agymancs. [omyvaercs, KTo-To HaGM0Aa 32 HUM U 3HAJT IPUBBIUKH, a IMKAPKa craciia
ero ot BepHou rudenu? Ecim Obl OH OcTasics CUIIETh Ha CBOEM MeCTe, yke He aplman Obl. M onsaThb
3aIlIeBeTNIIOCh KOBapHOe nofo3penue. OTKyaa IeBrlia y3Hala O TOTOBUBILEMCs HanaieHuu ? Moxer,
OHa OJJHA U3 pa300MHUKOB? 3aMaHW/IA ero B marep.

Cromn!

Mpiciu moTek/M B JpyroM HarpasieHud. OH cam MPUITIACKT €€, HUKTO He MOT J0TaJaThCs
00 3TOM.
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WNnu Bce ke ciyuuBlieecs: coBnajeHue, U cnacna bpuana npocras ynawimsocts? OTBeTa Ha
BOIPOCH He OBLJIO, a TaK XOTEJIOCh y3HaTh IpaBay! Tenepb cTago COBEpIIEHHO SICHO: STOT BBICTPE
— BOBCE HE CIIy4YaiHbIil IPOMaxX MECTHOTO OXOTHHKA.

Ho Toraa uro? [Nokymenue Ha npuHia? OQHAKO HUKTO HE 3HAET, YTO MMEHHO OH CKPBIBAETCS
T0/1 IMYMHON MHCTIEKTOpa, KPOME. . .

HernpusiTHOE OTKpBITHE 3aCTaBWIIO yvallleHHO OMThCs cepatie. Heyxenn HanajeHue — faeno
pyk Jliorusa? Y 3auem Tak noniro skaath? AtakoBarh bpuana Moriu ee mo Aopore B MPOBUHIIUIO,
a He Ha 0OpaTHOM ITyTH.

O3zapeHue BCHBIXHYJIO SIPKUM CBETOM: HeBeCThl! [IeBYIIKM M3 9TOM NPOBUHLIMHU IPOHagaiv
BMecTe co cOopimkaMu. Eciti puHIT HCUe3HET, HUKTO He 3a[yMaeTcsl O 3aroBOpe, MOCYUTAIOT CITy-
YMBIIIEECs] OUEPEHON aTaKou rpaduTesnen.

U Bce xe 4TO-TO HE BskeTcs. Pa30OMHKMKOB HET, a cTpesia yxe BoimylieHa. [lomkHa ke ObITh
MPUYKHA, TIOYEMY CTPEJIOK PEelICs Ha YOMICTBO MMEHHO CETOIHS.

«AXx, Jloumii! Yto 3a cykuH cbiH!» — 3ackpurien 3ydamu Bpuan u Opocuiicsi K BBIXOLY.

— T'ocnionuH, Tam oracHo!

Peryn xunyica nanepepes.

— B ocBenieHHOM 1m1aTpe enie onacHee, — OTBETUII TOT. — HaJio oroBopuTh ¢ HEBECTOM.
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I'nasa 7

CrnyyaiiHoe TPUKOCHOBEHME MPUHIIA MPOIHMOI0 ArHeccy TOkoM. M, XOTsl OHO JITUIIOCh BCETO
CEeKYH]ly, OHa ycriesia yBUJeTh KAPTUHKY, [Jie KOMaHUP Ma/IaeT, CPaKEHHbII cTpesioil. B 3ToT MOMeHT
OH HAXOJWJICS B IIATPe, U Ha MOJHOCE JIeKAIN OCTATKH LIBIIIJIEHKA, TOJIBKO YTO OOIJIOaHHBIE €10.

PaznymbiBath ObLIO HEKOIZa, OHA Pe3KO OTKMHYJIACh Ha3zaj M ynaja Ha Hactuil. Komangup
TYT e OPOCHJICS K HEell — ecTeCTBEeHHasl peakilusl Tejla Ha HeMpeIBUACHHYIO CUTYaluio. A Jajbliie
JEBYIIIKa JEeCTBOBaJIA 110 HAUTHIO, cama He MOHMMaJia, YTo ABMXKET €. COBEpIIEHHO HE XOTENIOCh
criacaTh BPEIHOTO TOCIIOIMHA, HO B AyIIIe TETTUIIACh OJIaroflapHOCThb 3a CBITHBIN YKMH ¥ BHUMAaHVE.

Bce 3aBeprenoch KyBbipkoM. OHa nobexana, KOMaHJUup — 3a Hel, U CTPeJIOK, BUJUMO, OpPU-
EHTHUPOBABIIMICS U3JaJIeKa Ha TeHb Ha CTEHE 1IaTpa, MPOMaxXHYJCsA. ATHU Aaxe He Mojymala, 4yTo
9Ta CTpesia MOIJIa Monacth B Hee. BooOie He pa3mblinuisiia: Oeraia, Kprdaia, CyeTHIach, 3aT0 He
JaJia COBEPIIUTHCS 3IOACUCTBY.

Peakiuist KoMaHaMpa U ero OKpyXeHus OblTa ecTeCTBeHHOM. IMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJia OH
HAXOJWJIKCh B IIATPE OJIMH Ha OIUH C YPOIUIMBOW CeISTHKOM, Mmpujierena crpena. Koro eiie BUHUTD
B ciyuuBimMcs? Tonbko HeBecTy.

ArHecca paccurThIBaJIA JIMIIb Ha O1aropazyMue rocoinHa, KOTOPBIH MOKa3as ceOsl 4eI0BEeKOM
YPaBHOBEIIEHHBIM, HE CKJIOHHBIM K CIIOHTAHHBIM TMOCTYIIKAM.

Ee BbITanmam u3 marpa v mpoBeJiv CKBO3b CTPOU 0XpaHbl. Kakaplii CTpaXHUK CMOTpE BOJ-
KOM: elrie Obl, OHa pa3pyIlnja CIIOKOMHYIO *KU3Hb KapaBaHa. Tenepb, BMECTO TOrO 4TOObI OTIbIXaTh
riepes1 3aBTPAITHUM MIEPErOHOM, COJIATHI BHIHY:KAEHBI BCIO HOUb CTOSITh B KapayJie.

Hesect He ObII0 BUHO, ATHecca He yCIIblliajia HA CTOHOB, HY TUIa4a U OCTaHOBHJIACH.

— Ilaraii! — okJMKHY ee JUIMHHBIA. — Kzerrs cooOHuKa?

— Hukoro 51 He xay! — orpeI3Hy/Iach AeBYyIIKa. — A TJie HEBECThI?

— Tebe 3HATH HE ITOJOKEHO.

B noBo3ke oHa mouyBcTBOBasia cedst mioxo. Bee Teno corpsicana kpymHas apoxs. To i 310
HACTYNUJIa pa3psijiKa Moclie TIEPEeRKUTOro II0Ka, Bee ke ATHM HUKOTIIAa He OKa3bIBaIach B MOJOOHOM
CHUTYAIIUH, TO JIU TPABsIHOM OTBap Ha4asl JIeNCTBOBATD.

— Mamouka, ciacu! — mpoliienTtaia oHa, ¢ ToJI0BOM 3apbIBLIMCH B COJIOMY.

Jlaxxe pe/IcTaBUTh OBLIO CTPAIITHO, B KOTO MPEBPATUTCS OHA OT TaKOM J103bI HanuTKa. OcTaBa-
Jach cnabast Hajiekaa, yTo Oe3 KOJIJOBCKOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS CHJIa BO3JICUCTBUs OyleT ciadou. A ere
ArHecca 60s171ach, UTO MarruecKas 3alura criaieT paHbliie Hy)kKHOTO BpeMeHH, U TOT/1a eil He BIKUTD:
MPUIETCS OTBEYATD ellle U 32 UCTIOJIb30BAHNE MATrHU.

«bexars! Hamo cpouno Gexarb!» — Kpuyan BHYTpU ATHECCHl MHCTMHKT CAMOCOXPAHEHMUSI.
He 1151 TOro oHa BeIpBajiach U3 pOJHOM JIEPEBHU, YTOOBI CTHHYTh B UyKOM KpaIo.

OHa BHIITISIHYJIA B ILEJTb ME3X/1y MOJIOTHAMM ToJiora. TpeBora pocia B Tpyau, Melaia riyooKko
JbIIIATh, CRBOIWIIA C YMa.

Ho 3a creHamu moBo3ku ObLTa THXasi HOUb. BeTep He Irymert BeTKaMu JiepeBbeB, JIOIA 1, YTOM-
JIEHHbIE 32 JJIMHHBIA NIepeXo/, JIUIIb 3BEHeNH Y3[IeUKaMH, OTTOHsISI KOMAapOB. ATHUM MPUCITYIIANACD.
Eil nouynunock, 4To OTKYa-TO JOHOCUTCS OMU3KUI IJIECK BOJbI, OHA BTSIHYJIA HO3/APSIMU BJIAKHBIM,
HAMOEHHBI HOUHBIMU 3arlaxaMu BO3/1yX.

«Heyxenu peka? — BCIIBIXHYJIA B TOJIOBE paaocTb. — OTkyga?»

COopIIMKY paCKUHY/IU JIarephb y MOJHOXKUSA Xoama. [lHem, Koraa oHa MOAHSIIACh MO CKJIOHY U
yBUJEJA COPATABILEroCs HE3HAKOMIIA, TPU3HAKOB O3epa UM PeKU He 3aMeTUJIA.

«HasepHoe, Bojia ¢ Ipyroii CTOPOHBI TOPOTH», — PEInIa OHA U B3[IOXHYJIA.

Tak 3ax0TeNnoch YMBITbCA WM MPOCTO MOJACTaBUThH JIUIIO XOJOAHOMY BETPY, UTO JAEBYIIKA
TMOIIMPE pacraxHysa CTBOPKM TKaHU M BLJsenach B TeMHOTY. HOUHBIM 3peHHEM OHa MPeKpacHO
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BHUIeIa KOCTPHBI, pa30pOcaHHble MEXIy KYCTOB U JEPEBbEB, eBa TICBIINX yrOJbKaMH, BO3JiEe KOTO-
PhIX criayiv ycrapiue moau. CTpaXHUKY MapaMy OOXOIWIIN TIePUMET], TIeperoBapruBasiCh IMEmOTOM.
TosbKo B IIaTpe KOMaHAupa Mo-TIpeKHeMy Tope CBeT.

«W 3auem cnacasia Takoro unuoTa?» — paccepansiach ArHecca U BEpHYJIach MBICTSIMU K CITy-
YUBILIEMYCSI.

JleiCTBUTEbHO, CTPEJIOK, KOTOPBIHA CTOJIBKO THEW BBICIICKUBAJ KapaBaH U BBIOMPAT yIauHBII
MOMEHT, MOT MPEINpPUHSATH eIlle OHY IMOMBITKY, Ha 3TOT pa3 ycremHylo. OHa cpa3dy BCIIOMHUIIA
HE3HAKOMIIA, MPATABIIErocs 3a KyCTaMu, U TIoJKajiesia, YTo He paccKa3asia 0 HeM KOMaHIupy. XOTs. . .

«Tak Tebe u Hago! — cepauTo MogyMana oHa. — Mor Obl M TIOTOBOPHUTH TO-YEJIOBEYECKH, a
HE MPOTOHSATH».

Omna 3eBHYyJa W 3aKpbUia IJla3a. YCTAJIOCTh U HANpsDKEHUE Bedepa CKa3aluch: ee KJIOHWIIO B
coH. Tonbko OHa MOrpy3uiIach B IPEMOTY, Kak IMOBO3KA 3aIllaTaiach.

— Yt0? YUTO OnATH CIIyUnIOCh? — BCTPSAXHYJIACh HEBECTA.

— Boixoau!

Tomoc rocrioguHa pasaancs Tak OMM3KO, YTO ArHecca B3/IpOTHYJIAa M OCTOPOKHO OTOABHUHYJIA
TMOJIOTHO.

— 4... ycrana, — ¢ Tpyaom BeigaBuia u3 cedst OHa. — MOXHO. .., — OHa cjefaja mnaysy,
HaOMpasiCh CUJI, — OCTaThCS. .. BHYTpU?

Hepecra He moHMMasa, 4To ¢ HEll MPOUCXOAUT, HO YyBCTBOBasIa ceOs1 oTBparutesbHO. OHa
XOTeJIa CIaTh, CIaTh, CaTh. .. MO3Tr OTKJIIOUAJICS, OTKA3bIBAJICS AyMaTh, SI3bIK BO PTY MIpeBpaTUIICS B
JIanioTh ¥ €/1Ba TIOBOPAYMBAJICS, TIEPE/] I7Ia3aMU BCE TUIBLIO.

— AX, ThI, uy4esio! — paccBuperies MpoBOoAHMK. — Kak pasroBapuBaeliib ¢ rocrioquHom ! ?

OH cxBaTujI ee 3a MIMBOPOT U TIOBOJIOK M3 MOBO3KH. JleByIlika He COMPOTHUBISUIACh. YTO-TO
CITyYHJIOCH C TEJIOM, OHO TIepeCcTajio MOBUHOBATHCS X03s1iiKe. Horu v pyKu Tpsicivch, 3yObl BHIOUBAIN
yeueTKy. Eif ObUTO Tak TUIOXO, YTO Jake TYMaKy MPOBOJIHUKA HE BbI3BAJIM JKeJTaHUS OTPBIBHYThCA. A
elne He TOsBJISUINCH BUIeHUs. BooOIe HUKakue, CJIOBHO TPaBSHOW OTBAap JIMIIHII CUJIBI U €€ Jap.

ATHecca CrycTHIach BHU3 M UyTh HE yIajia: HOTM OTKa3bIBAIMCh IOMIMHSTHCA. Komanaup nep-
HYJICSI HABCTPEYY, XOTeJN yepKaTh e 3a JIOKOTh, HO OCTAaHOBHJI B MOJIETE PYKY.

— Jle3b 0OpaTHO! — TpuKa3as oH.

ATHU B3s1J1ach MAJIblIaMU 32 Kpail TIOBO3KH, MOMBITAIACH TIOATSHYThCS U pyxXHYyJa BHU3. [lepen
71a3aMU BCTIBIXHYJIM OTOHBKHY, ¥ MUP TIEPeCTasl CyIeCTBOBATh.

OHa ouHy/ach U CHavajia He TIOHSIA, TJIe HaXOMUTCs, AeHb ceidvyac Wi HoYb. UyBCTBOBaJIA
TOJIBKO, YTO JIS)KUT Ha YeM-TO MSTKOM, YTO TMaxHeT IyXaMH, a He MpesbiM ceHoM. He Kymaxrtanu
KypBbl, He KpUYas MeTyX, He KPYTHINCh B KJIETKAaX KPOJIUKHU.

«I'ne 517 — ucnyranack ona. — B paio? Wnu B any? 4 ymepna?»

[Mpucnymanack k cebe: 601 He OBLIO, TEJIO Ka3aJIoCh JISTKUM, HEBECOMBIM, a TOJIOBA SICHOM.
Omna npoBena JIaJIOHSIMH TI0 TIOBEPXHOCTH, HA KOTOPOU Jiexkasia, HATKHYJIaCh Ha IIEJIKOBUCTBIN MeX,
eJ1Ba CJIBIIIIHO B3BU3THYJIA M UyTh-UyTh MPUOTKPbLIA IJ1a3a

«[Harep? Yro s nenato B marpe?» — 000K MO3T BOIIPOCH.

Ona BCcOMHMIIA, KaK ynaja U noTepsiia co3HaHue. Ho moyeMy CTpakHUKHM He Opocuiu ee
Ha3aJ B TOBO3KY, a puHecu B matep? OTBeTa He ObUIO, IOTaJjoK TOXe, TOJBKO PacTepSHHOCTh U
HeJoyMeHue. B ee Mo3ry He BsI3a/uMCh JEWCTBUS OCIIOAMHA C PACCKa3aMH O COOPIIMKAX, KOTOpPHIE
MOPTAT HeBeCT nepej SpMapKoi.

«A BAPYT 51 KOMaHIUPY TTOHPABUIIACH ?» — BCIIBIXHYJIO O3apeHHe.

Ho Arnecca TyT e nokadasa rojioBoii, He Bepsi cebe. YpourBas HeBecTa, OOJIbIIle TIOX0Kast Ha
TOPTryJIbIO U3 CTPAIIIHBIX CKA30K, J1a e1lie TPUTOM JIep3Kasi K OCTpast Ha SI3bIK He MOIJIA 3aHHTEPECOBATh
60raTtoro KpacaBuMKa.

ATHM OCTOPOXHO cena, orsiaenach. OHa IeMCTBUTEIbHO HAXOAWIACh B IIATpe U JieKasla Ha
HACTHJIe, IOKPHITOM MeXoM. BHyTpu ObUT MOIyMpak, HO HOYb YK€ YCTYNHJIa MpaBa MacMypHOMY
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yTpy. Tonbko ceiiyac ArHecca pacciibiliaja HrypiiaHue J0K/s 1Mo JTUCTBe. JIeHb Briepenu x1ai mpo-
MO3IJIBIA Y XOJIOHBIN.

KopoTkwii B3/10X 3acTaBUJI JICBYIIKY B3POTHYTh: Ha JIOKE KTO-TO Crajl. ATHecca BCTajla Ha
YeTBEPEHbKHU, TTOTOM BBITPSIMIJIACH U HEBOJILHO 3aJTI000BAIaCh TOUEHBIMH Y€PTaMH JIUIIA TOCTIOIMHA.
OH Jsiexal Ha CIMHe, PACKUHYB PYKH, BOJIOCH PA3METAJIUCh IO KOKAHOH MOYIIKE, POT PUOTKPBUICH,
B yroJike 3a0jecTesia KarejbKa CJTIOHBI.

— Yucro peGeHOK, — YMIUTUIIACh HEBECTa.

Ona noBepHyJIach B BBIXOAY, CleJiajia Ha IBITIOYKAX IIar ... YBUJIENA Mepe] HOCOM Jie3Bre
Meua.

Cepaiie MUToM YIILJIO B TIAATKH, a BHYTPH 33p0oKajio. ArHecca 3aMepiia ¢ MOJHSATON HOTOM, He
CMesl ee TIOCTaBUTh U CITyYallHBIM JIBUKECHHEM BBI3BATh PEAKIIMIO YETIOBEKA C MEUYOM.

— Kyna cobpanack? — TIIyXxo CIPOCHJI TOJIOC C3a/IH.

— Cnacu60 3a rocTenpUUMCTBO, — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA, Y3HAB 3HAKOMBIH I'OJIOC, U OBICTPO 3aKPhI-
JIach MIAJbIO JIO IJIa3, CTapasiCh He TOKa3aTh uciyra. — Heroxke KOpoJeBCKOW HeBecTe HOueBaTh B
maTpe rocroauHa coopiuka. [ToqurHeHHbIE MOTYT He TaK TOHSTh.

— INo3aHO oroOMHMIACh, — YCMEXHYJICS KOMaHAUP, HO Med yopasl. — Yike yTpo. Bee crpaxk-
HUKU BUJIENH, KaK TeOs ciofia mpuHec . TBOs 4ecTh OMo30peHa HaBCer/a.

— Kak e Tak? — no-HacTosIeMy UCIyraiach ArHecca U OpoCHIach OIIYIbIBAThH ceOsl.

Opexna Obula HA MecTe, ITHYPOBKA TOIISPKUBAIOIIET0 KOpCeTa 3aBsizaHa, pyoallka 3aKkphbl-
Bajia TeJsio A0 moadoponaka. HeBecta KMHyma cepauThIid B3I HAa TOCIIOAMHA M 3aMETHJIA, YTO OH
ynbiOaeTcs yrojkamu ryo. Bropoii pa3 BeIZIOXHYJIA: pa3 ee MPUHECIH B IIaTep, 1T BHICTIATHCS, YOU-
BaTh B OJIKaiilliee BpeMsl TOUHO He OyIyT.

— Canucep, MOroBOpUM.

— PasBe He onacHo?

— CKBO3b CTpaKy HHM OJHA MBIIIb HE MPOCKOJB3HET, — OH TIOJIOXK/IAN, TIOKa JIEBYIIIKA OITy-
cTutcs Ha Tadyper. — CKaku-Ka, 9-3-3, Kak Te0s 30ByT?

— ArHeccol HapeKJu OT POXKIEHHUS.

— Hy, Arnecca, Kak Tbl y3HaJja, YTO B MEHS BBICTPEJIAT?

— 4 He 3HauA.

— Xouelb cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO MIPOCTOE COBMAICHNE?

— HagepHnoe. {1 He sicHOBHUAIIASA.

Ona 3aHepBHMYAJIA, 3aep3ajia Ha TadypeTe, He 3Has, Ky/Ia CIPATATHCS OT MPUCTAILHOTO B3IJIsIIa
MPO3PavHbIX IJ1a3, TOYYBCTBOBAJIA HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

— Tlocmotpu ciona, — KOMaHAUp OPOCHII Tiepel Hell cTpelty. — D10 60eBoe OpykKue, Harle-
JeHHOe yOuBaTh HanoBal. Eciu Obl THI He yriasia, a s He Opocuiics Obl K TeOe, MHe Obl ceiuac pputd
morwmiy. Thl cues1a HalmpOTUB CTEHKU marpa. MoxkeT ObITh, TeHb 3aMeTHJIa, HY U OTpearupoBasia’?

— Tenu ObLTH, KOHEUHO, HO XOIWJIM BallIM CTPAXKHUKY M COOPIIUKH, — OHA 3aMOJTJasia, My4H-
TEJILHO TIPUKUBIBAS, COOOIIUTH O HE3HAKOMIIE MJIA HET, HO PellIiiia, YTO ee MOCYUTAIT COOOIIHU-
1IeH, pa3 He JOJIOKKIIa O HeM cpasy, U Bellayinia qpyroe: — CaMu ke TOBOPWIIH, YTO CTPEJISUIN U3/a-
neka. Kak s Moria 3aMeTuTh Koro-to? Y MeHs HeT I71a3 COKoJIa.

TlocriopyH ycTaBuiics Ha Hee HEMOBMKHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, TIOTOM BCTaJ.

— Xopormo. Tel coxpaHwia MHE KU3Hb, 51 TOXE TBOIO He TPOHY M Ha SIpmapke Haiijy TeOe
JOCTOMHOTO M YBaXKaeMOro MyKa.

«Ara! — ¢ripkHYyIa Ipo ceds1 ArHecca. — A 51 Ha SpMapKy He cOOMpPaIOCh».

— Mory 51 BEpHYTbCS B IOBO3KY ?

— Ja, e cBOOOAHA. D, €CTh TaM KTO? — B IaTep TYT € BBAJMJICS JJIMHHBIA CTPAXHUK.
— IIpoBoau ee 1O NOBO3KHU.

Ona nuia, moaroHsieMast OXpaHHUKOM, KOTOPBIN IIIUTIENT Ha Hee.
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— Uro, yponuHa, pa3iBUHYJAa HOTU Tiepes rocroarHoM. lymaers, 310 TeOs 3ammtut? Ha
TeOs1 ke Oe3 clie3 B3MISAHYTh HeJlb3sl.

— Hy, u He cmorpu.

ATHM TUIOTHee 3aKyTanach B maik. [locie Ternoro Mexa, KOTOPBIA XOPOIIIO yIepKUBAJ TETIo,
OHa JIpokaJsia OT 03HOO0A. MeJIKUil TPOTUBHBIN JOX/Ib MaJal Ha JIMIO, U IEBYIIIKA CTapaTeIbHO ero
npsATaia, TOTOMY YTO MPEACTAaBICHUs He UMesia, KaK ceidvac BHITJISANT.

— Heyxenmu nymaeris, uto Ha SIpmapke KTo-To Ha TeOst mo3aputcsi? He Hagerics!

— Yrt0 X, 3HAYUT, TAKOBA MOsI Cy[Ab0a, — CMHUPEHHBIM TOJIOCOM CITYKUTEJBHUIIBI Xpama Ipo-
numaia ona. — Coymaid, T00e3HbIN, TPUHECH MHE BOJbI YMBIThCS.

— 41 TeGe He ciyra!

— Xouelb, YTOOBI 1 yMepia, He JOeXaB JI0 CTOJMIHI?

3710CcTh MENbKHYJIA B I71a3ax AaMHHOTO. OH OIepusics, MoKa3aB THUJIbIE 3yObl M KMBHYI B CTO-
POHY JIy’KH, MUMO KOTOPOW OHH ITUTH.

— Jlapaii, moricst! Takum, Kak Thl, YACTas BOJA HE MOJIOKEHA.

Ho Arnecca oOpaioBanach: BIepBbIe 3a TPH IHS MTyTH OHA BUJMT CTOJIbKO Bojbl. OHa mojonuia
K JIy’)ke ¥ HakJIOHWIach. Ha MOBEpPXHOCTU paCILIbIBATIMCH KPYTH OT JOXKIEBHIX Karesb, BUIMMOCTb
ObL1a TUIOXas1, HO JIEBYIIKA HAMPSKEHHO BIVISIIBIBAIACH B OTPaKEHHE. YPOIJIMBbIC YePThl ObUIH e111e
Ha MecTe, HO el IOKa3aoch, YTO HOC CTall Kopode. OHa MoTporajia KOHYMK U HUYero He MOYyBCTBO-
BaJIa, MpOBeJia MayblieM M0 OOpOAaBKe — OH MPOBATWICS U MONAI HAa YUCTYI0 KOXy. OT MOpoka
OCTaJIach TOJBKO c1abast MIUTIO3MsI, KOTOpast CKOPO MPOMAaeT, a OoMblIas 103a OTBapa BhI3BaJIA JIUIIIb
COHJIMBOCTb 10 TIOTEPU CO3HAHMUSI.

«Her, Hafo cpo4HO Gexarb!» — ykacHyJach HEBECTa M HBIPHYJIA B INTyOUHY MOBO3KH.

Ona nepekycuia CBeXKUM KYPUHBIM SIAIIOM M OCTaTKaMH JIETICHIKU ¥ MpUJIeryia Ha COJIOMY.
CHapyxu HaYajIach yTpeHHsis cyeta. Pxkanm jomaam, pyrajiuch CTpakHUKU U COOPLIUKH, CKpPUTIETN
Tesierd v moBo3ku. OHa He 3aMeTrIIa, Kak KapaBaH CHOBA IBUHYJICS B MYTh.

MecTHOCTb CTaHOBHWJIACH BCE ropucree W Kpydye. KOHM CTpaXKHUKOB JIETKO TapleBad IO
aopore, HO TIOBO3KHM TSHYJIMCh Me[IeHHO. To O/1HO KoJieco, TO Ipyroe Momnajaano Ha MOKPBI KaMeHb,
COCKaJTb3BIBAJIO C HETO MJIM 3aCTPEBAJIO B ITTyOOKOM JTyXke.

— Croit! — pa3fascs OTIaNIEHHbIH PacCCTOSTHUEM IVIyXOi KPUK ITPOBOJHUKA.

ArHecca BHIISTHY/Ia: TOBO3KH, BBITSHYBILIHECS] HACKOJIBKO XBaTaJl IJ1a3, OHA 32 APYTrod BCTAJIH.
Ona Buzienia KOMaHpa, KOTOPBIH MPOHECCs: BETPOM MUMO €€ TIOBO3KH Ha CBOEM BOPOHOM KoHe. Ero
COMPOBOK/IAJI POBOJIHUK U eIlle HECKOJIBKO OXPaHHUKOB. Bce ObUIM HACTOpOXe M CMOTpeNH KyJa-
TO BIIEpEI.

— Yr0 cyumnoch? — KPUKHYJIa OHA CTPaKHUKAM.

— Ckpoiics, yponuHa!

— 4 npocro xoTesna CrpocuTh.

— He nonoxexo.

— A B KyCTUKM MOHO, 1TOKa croum? Mouu HerT.

— Henb3si! — OnuxHMIA CTPaXXHUK 3aMaXHYJICS KOITbEM.

— Ho...

B rpyau Bce 3akumneno. ArHecca He cOOMpanach CIaBaThCsl, OHA CIIPHITHYJIA HA 3€MJTIO U IIar-
HyJIa K OXPaHHUKY.

— Hazan! — KpuKHYJ TOT ¥ KOCHYJICS €€ KOITbEM.

370 OBIJIO MTHOBEHHUE, JIETKUIN YKOJI, U BCE, HO MUP B30PBAJICS U PACCHINAIICS HA MHOXECTBO
rOpsTYUX UCKP.

— A-a-a! — 3akpuuana ArHu, cXBaTujIach 3a Ipyb U yraia.

Ocrpas 6omb poH3WIa Bce Teno. [leByiika BHITHY/IACh, 3aep3aja Mo 3eMyie HOramu, Mepe
I71a3aMH MOSIBUIIMCH OBICTPO MEHSIBIIMECS KAPTUHKH.
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Bor Ha narepp HecyTcsi KOHU Oe3 BCATHUKOB, T€ TEPSIOTCS B TYMaHe... OHH TOBCIOAY, TYCTOM
JIABUHOM KATSTCS MO CKJIOHAM. .. MX TaK MHOT'O, YTO HE COCUMUTATh.

JIuwio B xeJe3Hoi MacKe B BUJE YyIOBUIIA.

UYepHblil ru1alll, pa3BeBaIOIIMIACS C3aU, Kak ABa KPbUIa. ..

A Ternepb 3TOT CTPAKHUK JIEKUT, TPOTKHYTHIA MEYOM...

— Yro Tyt y Bac?

I'onoc koMaHMpa rpeMUT Haf, FOJIOBOMA.

— Drta npunajoyHas. . .

— 3acana, — npoxpunena Araecca. — Hananenue. ..

— Yro T TAM GOpMOYEIITL? — KOMaHIUP HAKJIOHUJICS.

— 3acaga. ..

Bosnbiie ArHecca HUYero He ycrena cka3aTb: €€ BUAEHUE BIPYT OXKUJIO.

Co Bcex CTOpPOH INOHECMCh Ha Jlarepb BCAJHHMKH, 3aMEJIbKaId CKBO3b CTPYM JOKAS MEYH,
3aCBHCTENM CTpeJIbl. [IeByIlKa OTIOIM3IIa B CTOPOHY, IMOTOM 3a0pajiach Moj CBOIO TIOBO3KY, MPHIKAJIACh
K 3eMJIe ¥ YCTaJIO 3aKphlia IJ1a3a: Tenephb BCe B pyKax OOroB.

ArHecca NpuciyIIrBaiach K FOPTAHHBIM KPUKaM, K 3BOHY Meueil, BU/ieNa MeJIbKaIoLIHe repes
JIMLIOM HOTH JIIOZIEN ¥ KOHEN U MOJIWJIACh CO3JaTelIsIM.

«bnarocioBeHHbIe HEOOKUTEMN! — IIENTaIM MOMEPTBeBIIHE TyObl. — CriacuTe NOTEPSHHYIO
AyIlly, HE JATe CTUHYTh OE3BECTHO B UYKOM Kpaio!»

OT rpoxota nafarIero Tena JeByIlKa B3POrHyJia U OTKATUIACh K IPOTUBOIIONOKHOMY Kpalo
MoBO3KU. JIuiib yepe3 CeKyHAy MPUTJISIEIACh: JYIMHHOHOTUI CTPAXHHUK JIeKaJl, IPOTKHYTHII MEUOM,
Y CMOTpEJI Ha Hee yracaloluM B30poM. BOoT OH MOpruy1, 3akpsLi I71a3a.

[Tanuka oxBaTujIa CO3HaHUE JEBYIIKH, a B FOJIOBE LIEIKHYNO: «bexars!»

36



K. ®apmu. «fpmapka HeBect»

I'maBa 8

ATHM OCTOPOXHO BBIOpajiach M3-MOJ MOBO3KHM, MUIOM MONATSHYJACh HA PyKax U, MyTasich B
JUTMHHBIX I00KaX, HBIPHYJIa BHYTPb.

[lepeBena npixaHue.

[Ipucnymanace.

3ByKH 0051 IOHOCHJIUCH CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO 3aKPBITHIN MOJIOT 1aBAJ WILTIO3UIO 3AIUTHI.

— Bnepen! ITpopsiBaiitech k gopore! — Kpudas KTO-TO.

— Her noporu! JlecHou 3aBan!

— Pa3BopauuBaite noBo3ku!

— Hazan!

— K 6-0-0-0-10!

«3aBai? — BOIPOCH BOJIYKOM 3aKPYTWIUCh B rojioBe. — Heyxkenu 31o Te JoAau, 0 KOTOPbIX
TOBOPWJI OTeL?»

ArHecca HanpsTiach, 00paioBaHHasI, YTO MPUIILIO CTIACEHHE, HO TYT jKe CHUKJIA. 3a HECKOJIBKO
JHEH myTu COOPIUKY CTAJTM 3HAKOMBIMU JTIOJIbMH, OHA 3HAJIA, KAKUE HEMPUATHOCTH MOXKET OT HUX
OXMJIaTh. A CIIaCUTENN Ka3aJUCh YykaKkaMH, U B [lepeBHIO HeBecT ArHecca TOXe He BEpUJia, HUKTO
HE BUJIEJ JEBYIIEK NOC/IEe UCUE3HOBEHUS, 4 3HAUUT, YTO-TO 3/1€Ch HEUUCTO.

N norom, ecnut pa300MHUKY YCTPOWIIU BIIEPEIH 3aBajl, 3HAUUT, TPoexaTb HEBO3MOKHO. Kakoi
JK€e BBIXO#?

butBa nponomkanoce.

CHauvasia HeBecTa MPUCTYIIMBAIACh K TOPTAHHBIM KPUKaM, B3paruBajia Kax/Jpld pa3, Korga
KTO-TO TOJIKaJ MOBO3KY. HECKONIBKO pa3 ocTpblii MeU MPOTHIKAN TUIOTHYIO TKaHb, U JIEBYIIKA UCITY-
raHHO PUKUMAIACh )XKUBOTOM K ony. Kyaaxtanu oGe3ymeBIive Kypbl, epenyraHHbli Kpoauk Oapa-
OaHWII JIalIKaMHU 110 pellieTKe KJIETKH, 1a U ee COOCTBeHHAs KU3Hb BUCENIa Ha BOJIOCKE.

Ho B kakoii-To MOMEHT ATHecca MOHsJIA, YTO CpakeHUe yoaIseTcsl K Hayally KoJIoHHbl. Hese-
CTa OCTOPOKHO MPHUOTKpPbUIA TKaHb: CTPAKHUKHU, SIPOCTHO CpaxkaBIIMecs ¢ OaHIUTaMH B MackKax,
ObLIM y3Ke BIlepe/id, KOMAaHIUP Ha CBOEM BOPOHOM KOHE KPYTUJICS B LIEHTPE KapaBaHa, paCKUIbIBasI
BparoB, OT KPUKOB M CTOHOB 3aKJIa/IbIBAJIO YIIIH.

ArHecca orjisiIplBajla OKPECTHOCTH B TIOMCKAaX BBIXOZA, W BIPYI COpaBa OHA BAPYI YBUAEIA
MPOCBET MEXKIY JACPEBbSAMU, YXOAMBIIKK BBEPX IO XOJIMY.

Hopora?

U psinom HuKOro Het! AGCOTIOTHO HUKOTO!

Bonbiie HeBecTa He pa3gymbiBaa.

[TpoOpanachk K BcXxpamnbIBaloOIIEH JIOIaau, B3paruBasi OT CBUCTa CTpes, 3aje3/ia Ha KO3Jbl,
CXBaTWJIa TIOBOJbSI M yapujia UMH Mo OOKaM KuBOTHOro. Jlomaae 3apkana, 3a0uiach B MaHUKE, a
MOTOM pBaHyJiach ¢ MecTa. OHa JieTesna, Kak BeTep, NepecKkakuBasi Yepe3 paciljlacTaHHbIEe Tesa Ipo-
TUBHUKOB, [IOBO3KA Kayaslach, KPEHWJIACh, FOTOBAsI BOT-BOT OMPOKUHYTHCA.

— Bnepen, munas, Bnepea! — 3akpuyaina ArHecca.

l'ocrionuH ornsiHyscs, TKHYJI MEYOM B €€ CTOPOHY, YTO-TO MPUKA3aJl, HO IEBYIIKA YK€ CBEPHYJIa
Ha OOKOBYIO TPOIY U MOHECIACh MO JIECUCTOMY CKJIOHY BBEpX.

«Benukue co3parenu, cnacure! — oTyassHHO Mouiack oHa. — Criacute U coxpanute! § Bce
crenato 1ia sac! Bee!»

Yro KpoeTcs 3a CII0BOM «BCE», HEBECTA U caMa He ITOHMMAaJIa, OTYassHHAs MOJIMTBA PBAJIUCH U3
ceplla, ¥ OHa BepuJia, YTO CAEPKUT CBOe olellaHre Ooram, Kak TOJIbKO BeIOEpeTCsl U3 Mepepsry.

[ToBo3Ky Ka4aso, oHa OWJIach O CTBOJIBI, ATHEcCca €/iBa ycreBaia MpsTaTh TOJIOBY OT BCTped-
HBIX BETOK, MOKpBbI€ JIMCThS NIAJIaJIM HA TOJIOBY U IUIEYM, KaIlv 04 3anuBaiu auno. Ho aeByiika
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YIIPSIMO THaJIA JIOIIA/Ib B HEM3BECTHOCTh. Koraa mpocBeT Cy3miics M Koseca 3acTpsiid MexX/y Jiepe-
BbEB, OHA CKaTWJIaCh Ha 3eMJII0, OBICTPO OCBOOOAMJIACH OT MOBO3KM, OTKPbUIA KJIETKH, KWHYJIA
MapoyYKy Kyp B CE/IENIbHYI0 CYMKY M BCKOUMJIA Ha CIIMHY KOOBLIKE.

— Ilpocrtute, Apy3bsi, HE MOTY Bac B3ATh ¢ coO0i. [lanbine kuBuTe 6€3 MeHsl, — CooOIMIa
ArHecca KpoJiMKaM ¥ nTuiiam. — MOXeT, erlie CBUAUMCS.

Hesecra ynapuna natkamu jomass. Ta BcxparHyia, B3BUIACh Ha ABIObI, HO JIEBYIIKA KPETKO
0OHSs1JTa KOOBUIKY 3 IIIeI0 U MPOIIIeNTala B 3aTpereTaBliee yXo:

— Tuxo, Tuxo! He 6orica, munas! Jletu, mos Jlacrouka. S ¢ Toooi! Jlern!

W 6epHast )KMBOTHHA BAPYT YCIIOKOMJIACh, PBAHYJIACh U3 MOCIEIHUX CHJI U TIOHECIa BCAJHUILY
B TYCTYIO yally. 3ByKM OMTBBI CTAJIM €/1Ba CJIBIIIHBI M BCKOpe Mponaiu Baaau. CKonbko ArHecca HU
Harpsirajach, BOKPYT JIMIIb [ITyMeJl JIMCTBOM JIeC Ja 3BOHKO CTYYaJl IO JIMCThSIM M CTBOJIAM JIOK[b.
JleByI1iIKa MPOMOKJIA HACKBO3b, TEJIO JIOUIAAM, BCIIOTEBIEe OT Oera, CKOJb3WIOo Nof OepaMu, KOTo-
pble CaJIHWIIM TaK, CJIOBHO HA HUX OblJIa OrpOMHAs paHa: 3a[[paBIasics 100Ka He cracajia OT TPeHHUs.
BriepBbie Arnecca noxaisesa, 4To OHa He MyKUMHa U HE HOCUT ILLTAHBI.

JleByIiIka moxJjionasnia Jomap 1o Iiee, Ta 3aMme yuia 6er 1 OCTaHOBIJIACH, TskeNo Apiiia. Hese-
CcTa orJsiieniach. A raHuke, BeloMasi JIMIb MHCTUHKTAMU, OHA He JISHCTBOBAJIA, HE pa3ayMbIBaja, HO
ceivac, CTosl B THIIIMHE Jieca, HEOKUIAHHO 33IpOKaa.

«$1 3abmynmnace? Kyna paspiie?» — BCIUIBIBAIM BOIIPOCHI.

Bokpyr kauaqm MOXHATHIMU BETBSIMH BBICOKHE AEPEBbs, MOUTH COPOCHBIINME JIMCTBY, U HU
JOpOTH, HA TPOITMHKH He ObLIO BUIHO. [ 1e-T0 BBICOKO IlTymMesnia Bofa.

— Wn, munas, — mennysna Arau jomaau. — Mium gopory. Thl Takast MosiogurHa! 1 Ha3oBy
Te0s JlacToukoii.

W ta mocnymanace, oBesa yiiaMu, BCXpanHy/ia ¥ 3aTpycuiia HecrelHbsM maroMm. Hesecra
CMOTpeJia BO BCE IJ1a3a, MBITasiCh YIOBUTh XOTS Obl PU3HAKM YEIOBEYECKOTO KUJbsl. 3aTO TPOXOT
BOJIbI CTAHOBMJICS Bce OJIMKE, M BOT BCKOPE YK€ HU OfIMH 3BYK HE MTPOCAYMBAJICS CKBO3b STOT PABHO-
MEPHBIN OITYILIUTEIbHBIN PEB.

Hey:xenu Bononan?

Hakonerr koObUTKa MOgHSIach Ha XomM. Jlec pacctymnuiics, u epe ATHECCOM OTKPBUICS BBICO-
KM yTec, I'yCTON TyMaH, COCTOSIBLIMI 13 MeJIbYalIIMX Karesib BOJbl, BUCE B Bo3ayxe. Jox b mpe-
KpaTwiicsi, TIEpBbIM JIyd COJHIA MPOOWICS B IIeb MEXAy Tydyamu. Haj BomornazoM pacKuMHYJach
panyra.

— O 6oru! Cmorpwu, JlacTouka, Kak 37ech Kpacuso!

ArHecca criemmiach, nojgonuia K Kpaio oOpeiBa. [ToTOKM BOOBI HU3BEPraymch M0 KPyTOMY
CKJIOHY, TPeMeJT Ha KaMHSIX M MepeKaTax U YCIOKauBaIiCh BHU3Y B KPYIJIOM O3eplie, U3 KOTOPOro
BBITEKaJIa IIIyCTpasi TOpHasi pEYOHKa.

Jlomanp mojonuia c3aaM M TPOHYJA IUIEYO JEBYIIKM rydamu, CJIOBHO crpammBas: «Kynma
JIaJIblIle, X03s11Ka ?»

— Bennas mMosi, — JieByIIKa Moryauia BIaKHBIN JI0O JIaJOHBI0. — XO0Yelllb IUThH?

Jlacrouka BCTpsIXHYJIa TOJIOBOM, OyATO TMOHSIA €€ CJIOBa, U MOTSAHYJACh T'y0aMH K BIIAKHOM
TpaBe. ATHecca ellle pa3 Orisiesa CKJIOH U 3aMeTH/Ia Y3KYI0 TPOITUHKY, METISIoNIyio o Hemy. OHa
B3s1JIaCh 32 MOBO/IbsI U MOTSIHYJIA MOZIPYTY 32 COOOM.

OHHM CryCKaIMCh OCTOPOXHO, OAIIMAKM M KOIBITA CKOJNB3WJIM Ha MOKPBIX KAMHSIX, TIOPBIBbI
BeTpa Opocajy B JIMIIO MOPOCH OT BOJOIAa, MOITOMY HEBEeCcTa MOUYTH HU4Yero He Buiena. Korga
3aKOHYMJICS CITyCK, OHA B3JJOXHYJIa OOJIErYeHHO: HAKOHEeII-TO OHA OHA M Ha cBoOoze. A 4TO Oyner
AeNnaTh JaJblile, PeHIUT MO3Ke, KOI/Ia HalbeTCsl M YMOETCSI.

BnBoem oHM mpunanu K npo3payHoil Boze. M3 cenenbHON CYMKM BBICKOUMIJIM KYpBl M TOXE
HAIIUTK JTy’KMIly. ATHecca Halliach, BRITEpIa JIMIO U orsjaenack. OHa HaXOAWIACh B HETTTyOOKOM
yuienbe. BOKpyr BBICWIIHCH ToJble CKasibl, Oeper o3epa ObUT YChIIaH KPYMHBIMUA KaMHSIMHU, KOTOpBIE
OMrke K BOJIE MPEBPATIIIMCH B MEJTKYIO TAJIbKY.
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Jlacrouka Hammiach, OTOILIA B CTOPOHY M CTajla IMIATh TpaBy. Boma ycrokownack, U B ee
MpO3pavHoOM IITyOnHe ATHecca pasrisjiena cBoe oTpaxkeHnue. Hu ciesia He octaaoch OT MOpPOKa: Mcue3
JUTMHHBIN KPIOYKOBATHI HOC M OOpOaBKa, OpPOBH CTAJM yXKe, Pa3OILIUCh OT IIEPEHOCHIIBI POBHBIMU
ayramu. Ha HeBecTy cMOTpesio ee COOCTBEHHOE JIMIIO, M OHO Ka3aJIoCh €i MPEKPacHBIM.

— O 6orn! Cnacu6o! Cnacr6o 3a TO, YTO BB BOBpEMsI HAIIPABIIIM MEHsI Ha 3Ty JOpOTy, —
3amenTaiga Arsecca.

OHa couia pyKy Ha TPyAM M HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOKJIOHUJIACh B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI, ellle He Beps,
YTO ee aBaHTIOpa ynanack. OHa He TOJbKO CyMelna BhIAEPkKaTh BCE MCIBITAHUS, HO M CKPbUIA CBOIO
BHEITHOCTh. Ternepb HUKTO €€ He y3HaeT, HUKTO He CXBATUT M HE MPUTAIIUT Ha SApmapky Kak cOe-
’kaBl1ylo HeBecTy U3 FOKHOI MPOBUHIIMU.

JleByIlIKa CKMHYJA C TOJIOBHI TUIATOK, BCTPSIXHYJIA CITyTAHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, CEKYH/y TIOyMasia
U CHsIa BEpXHIO ofexay. OHa akKypaTHO pas3liokuia ee Ha OONBIIOM KaMHe Uil MPOCYIIKH,
PSIIOM NIOCTaBHJIA CTONTaHHbIE OarMaky. [1anbIiaMu HOTM OTporasia BOy M 331pokasia OT JISASHOTO
xonona. Ho sxenaHue cMbITh ¢ ce0s Tpsi3b JOPOTH OKa3aJoCh CUJIbHEE.

ArHecca cTynuia Ha rajibKy, cienasa mar, Apyroi B yOrHY o3epa M paloCTHO 3acMesiiach,
OTKMHYB roJioBy. BeTep 3aurpas ryctbiMu BOJIOCAMH, BOJTHOM 3aKPHIBIIMIMY TJIEYH U CIIMHY, OpOCHIT
UX el B JIUIIO, JJACKOBBIE JIyYM HAa MHT OCJICIFUIM, HATIOJIHWIIN JyIIly CYaCThEM.

C3aau pafioCcTHO 3apsKkalia JIomab, CIOBHO U €€ MEPETOHIO CUACThE.

— Mar cBoOOAHBI, JlacTouka! Kak nTuiiel, cCBOOOIHBI! — 3acMesiach ATHecca U TUIECHYJIa
BOJIOM B JIULIO.

Xoozn o0xer, 3aropesicsi pyMsIHIIEM Ha KOXe, O0Chble HOTM MTHOBEHHO TIOKPBUTHCH ITYTTBIPBIIII-
KaMH, HO JIEBYIIIKA JJa)ke He 3aMeTHJIa Hey100CTBa, HACTOIBKO OblIa MOTJIOIIEHa 03€POM, BOJOMAI0M,
COOOH. ...

Ona He ornsHy/ach Ha JlacTouKy, He MpoBepMIIa MPUUYMHY BeCebsl KOOBUTHI.

A 3p4...
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I'maBa 9

Pa30oiiHMKM HaJIeTe)TM BHE3AITHO, HO KoMaH 1a bpraHa Kk HamaieH o okasajiach rotoBoit. U Bce
Omarogapsi cTpelie, MyIeHHOM BedyepoM B ciuHy npuHIa. CTpakHUKY, CTOSIBIIME B KapayJie BCIO HOUb
Y HEMHOTO YCTaBIIME, PACTEPSIUCH TOJILKO B IEpBOE MrHOBeHUe. Ho pe3kuii mpuka3 KOMaHAUpa TyT
K€ MPUBEJI UX B YyBCTBO.

Bpuan cpaxasics sspoctHo. OH pyOrJT HapaBoO U HAJIEBO, COMBAJ C HOT TIEIIUX TpaduTesIen.
KonumkoMm meua cpbiBasl ¢ HUX MacKkd. OH MCKasl 3HAKOMOE JIMIIO, YesioBeKa, MPUOTMKEHHOTO K
Jlonmo. Bosbliie HUKTO He 00J1a/1ajT TAKOM JIEP30CThI0 U HAXaJIbCTBOM, YTOOBI OPraHU30BaTh TTOKY-
LIEHHUE Ha MPUHIIA.

Otciona 1 BO3HHMKJIA MbIC/Ib, YTO 3TA aTaka — IMPOAOJIKEHUE BUEPAILIHETO HaMaIeHUs Ha HEro.
Ho ona OpicTpo pacTBOpUiIach B BO3[yXe: CIMIIKOM CIaObIMU Y HEOMNBITHBIMU OOMIIAMM Ka3aJTUCh
MIPOTUBHUKH. JIUIIIb HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK MO-HACTOSIIEMY BJIAJIENIM OPYKUEM, HO U OHU OBICTPO CTaIU
OTCTYHATb.

COopIIMKH MOOEK 1IN CO 3HAUUTEIILHBIM TIEPEeBECOM CHJT, O0W CMECTUJICS B HAUaJIo KapaBaHa,
3aJIHUE IOBO3KH OBLIH YK€ OCBOOOK/IeHbL. BpraH pagoBasics, 4To MpHKa3all C yTpa BCeX HEBECT CIIpsi-
TaTh MOJ MOJIOTU: TAK OHU UMEJTU XOTsI Obl KaKyl0-HUOY/b 3aIlIUTY.

— T'ocnionnH, c3amu!

[puHII pe3Ko pa3BepHYJICS U OTPA3UJI aTaKy 3I0POBEHHOrO Pa30OMHMKA C MOJIOTOM B pyKax.
ToT oTckoum, 3aMaxHysIcs U OPOCHUJICSI CHOBA, LIENSICh B HOT'M KOHsI. HO OMBITHBIN B CpakeHUsIX
BopoH uyTheMm yraian onacHOCTh U IEPHYJICA B CTOPOHY. M B 3T0T MOMeHT bpuan ynoBui aqBuxeHue
cOoky. OH BBIOMJI MOJIOT U3 PYK HalaJaBIIIero, NOCMOTPEJ U B3POTHYIL: iep3Kas ypOIJINBasi HEBeCTa,
CH[IS Ha KO3JIaX CBOEW MOBO3KHU, BUXPEM ITPOHECIAch MUMO HETO M CBEpHYJIA B JIEC.

— Jlepxure ee! — KpUKHYJ PUHLI, B3MaxXHYJI PyKOH U MOTEPsJT KOHUEHTPALMIO.

Pa300iHMK BCKOYMIT HA HOTH ¥ OITYCTHJT MOJIOT Ha ero 6esipo. [TpuHII B3peBe, KOHb MOHSLICS
Ha OBl [lepeqHrM KOTIBITOM OH yIapuil Ipadutesis B JIoO, M TOT CBAIMJICA, KaK CHOIT COJIOMBI, B
IpsA3b.

Bpuan, Mopiace ot 6011, KUHYJICS Ha TPOITY, YXOAUBIIYIO BBEPX MO CKyIoHy. OH yBUjIEN 3a]1-
HUE KoJieca MOBO3KH, YCIIbIIIAJ, KaK KPUYUAT ATHecca.

— Tlocriogun! — Peryn Gpocuiics ciegom.

Ho 3a HUM KMHY/IHMCh HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK C HOXKaMH, psIOM cO HIeKoW bpuaHa n3eHbKHYysa
CTpeJia MPOTMBHUKA U Bpe3asiack B CTBOJI. [IpHHII pa3BepHY KOHS ¥ TPUKPbUI ThUI IPOBOAHUKA. OHU
SIPOCTHO CPaXKaJuch OOK O OOK, TIOKa OCTaBINMECs B KMBBIX Bparu He MoOekav U He CKPBUIUCH 32
BAJTyHAMHU.

— 3a Humu! JKuBo! — kpukHyi Peryn crpaxHukam.

— OcraBb UX, — yCTaJ0 MaxHyJI PUHLI.

— Onu cHOBa HanaayT!

— He ycneror. M Hy’)KHO BOCCTaHOBUTb CUJIbl, HAUTH OPYKHE U HOBBIX JIIOEH. 3a 3TO BpeMs
MBI pazOepeM 3aBajl M yijgeM aajieko. Yem Ommke K CTONMIE, TEM CIIOXKHee OyleT OpraHu30BaTh
HanageHue. Komanayi!

— Cirymarocs!

— U kcrary, y Hac HeBecTa cOexaia.

— Kr0? Kakas? [IpssBosnblimHa! — MPOBOIHUK NOOEXkAT BHU3 11O CKJIOHY.

NmenHo Peryn Oyaer oT4uTHIBaThCS NEpe]l JerapTaMeHTOM MCIIOMTHEHHS TIOPYyUYeHUN KOPOJIs
3a KaXIylo JIeBYLIKY. ISl 3TOro TIIATEbHO COCTABIISUIMCH U IMPOBEPSUTUCH CIUCKU. OH 3arisabBal
B Ka/1y10 IOBO3KY, IIPOBEPSI IEBYIIEK, pacCMaTpHUBal NOBpexaeHUs1. CO BCeX CTOPOH CTATUBAIUCH
cTpaxHUKU. HananeHue 3aBeplunyioch MOJIHBIM MOPAKEHUEM Bpara, Be3Jle JIEKald MOBEPKEHHBIE
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pazooitauku. COOPIIHMKY, TIOJl PyKOBOJICTBOM Peryia, Hauaim 0cBOOOKAATh JIOPOTY OT TPYIIOB U pa3-
OupaThb 3aBaJl.

3a 3TOT Mporecc MOKXHO ObUIO He BOJTHOBaThCsA. bpuan criemmicst. [IpuxpambiBasi 1 pactupas
6e/1po J1aJOHbIO, HAITPABUJICSA K JIEPEBY, B TOJIIIE KOTOPOTO Topyasia cTpenia. To ObUIO yKe 3HAKOMOe
APEBKO U ONEPeHHe, OCTABATIOCh TOJBKO Ta/IaTh: KTO YIPABJISII JIYKOM U KOTO XOTeJl IIOPa3uTh.

— YTO-TO CTpENKy He Be3eT, — YXMbUIbHYJICS TPUHII.

— Bb1 0 yem?

Brictpeiil Peryn BepHysics, Tskeo Aplia.

— OO0 sToM, — Bpman nokasan Ha cTpeny.

— JlymaeTe, 3BeHbsI O/IHOM Lienu?

— Ts1 0 uem?

— O HamazieHMH Ha Bac U Ha KapaBaH, — OoTBeTHJ1 Peryn u noxan miuevyamu. — He nonumaro,
KaKOW CMBIC] TaK OTYasHHO JKeJlaTh CMEPTH MHCIEKTOpa, €CIM Ha ero MeCTO BCTaHeT KTO-HUOYIb
JPYyTOM.

— Kak tam? — BmecTo oTBeTa cripocui bpuaH, He xenast 6osblie TOBOPUTH Ha 3Ty TEMY.

OH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY JOPOTH.

— Bce HOpManbHO. Y Hac JIMIIb [[BAa paHEHBIX M OAMH yOWTHIA. [la, W mpomnaia KpaiHss
noBo3ka. dta yponuHa coexana! Bor nep3kas geByonka! [Ipubuts ee mano!

— YT0 OcTabHbIE HEBECTHI?

— Hanyransl, HO aepxkarcs.

— CMoxelb cam OTIIPaBUTh KapaBaH B IyTh?

— A BHI?

— Xouy BepHYTb yponuny. He HpaButcst MHe ee mooer.

— Hymaere, cooOmHuIA?

— VBepeH. Takux coBnajeHuii He ObIBaeT.

— 4 ¢ Bamu.

— Heunb3s. Tl HyXeH KapaBaHy. S mocTapaiochk 00epHYThCS OBICTPO.

Bpuan cnenain mar u nomopumics.

— T'ocrionyH, BbI paHeHbl, — CIIOXBaTuJics Peryi.

— Huyero, cripasiiock.

C nomo1pio MPOBOJHHUKA OH 3a0pasicsi Ha KOHSI M OIJIsiZieNicsl. Y3Kasi Jopora yXoauia BBepX 1o
CKJIOHY, UIMEHHO T10 Hell HecJIach MOBO3Ka JEBUOHKH, KOTJIa OH BUEN ee B nocjeaHuil pa3z. OH Mor
HE TOPOIUTHCS, YBEPEHHBIH, UTO Ha TEJIEKKE C KOJIECAMH JIEBYIIIKA JIAJIEKO He YeIeT MO TaKOM Jarlle.

— KoaH, ciona! — KpHUKHYJT IPOBOJHUK M MaxHYJI CBOEMY IOMOIITHUKY. — Bosbmure ero ¢
co60it, rocnogrH HcneKTop. OH XOPOIIUiA CIIENONBIT, MECTa STH OTJMYHO 3HAET U IPUKPOET Ballly
CIIMHY, €CJIM Oy/IeT TPEeThbsI MOMbITKA YOUIICTBA.

Bpuan nonoxnan, noka KosH, KopeHacThlil yBasieHb, KBAJIPaTHOE JIMIIO KOTOPOTO YKpallaau
IIUPOKUI HOC M TOJICTHIE TYOBI, 3a0epeTcsi B ce/io, U TPOHYI MOBOAbsL. BOpOH pasocTHO 3apxkali:
TOCJIe CPaKEeHHUsI OH TOXKE XOTeN Pa3MsIThCsl Ha CBOOOJIE.

Bcagauku Hecmch apyr 3a Apyrom, He Misias o cropoHam. CKOpo YBHJIEITH TIOBO3KY, 3aCTPsIB-
IIyI0 KOJIECAaMH MEXy JIepeBbeB. 3/1eCh e B TpaBe MeJIbKaIM CIIMHKHU OesbIX KpoinukoB. Ha kamue
KyKapeKaJ MeTyX.

— Ho6pas, — ycmexHyscst KosH. — BeImycTuia sKMBOTHBIX.

— A cama rze?

— VYckakaia, — CJIe/IONBIT HAKJIOHUIICS, pasTiisbIBasi BMSTHUHBI OT KONBIT. — Tyna.

OHM NOTHVMAKCH TIO CKJIOHY MPUMEPHO Yac, OCTAHABIIMBAJIMCH, TIPOBEPSUTH CIIE/IbI, U IBUTA-
JMCh Aasbire. ['poXoT BOAbI yCIBIIIATIN U3JaJIeKa.

— Yro 3107 — ynuswics bpuan.

— Bogonapn.
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— Jlymaenib, IeByIIKa HAlIPaBUJIACh K HEMY?

— Ceituac y3HaeMm.

OHM BBICKOUMIIM HA YTEC U OIJISACIIHMCH: HU AYIIH, TOJBKO BETEp LIEJECTUT KEITOH TPaBOU.

— Kyna nanblie? — nepekpukuBasi IIyM JIbIOIIEHCs CO CKaJTbl BOIbI, cripocui bpuas.

Ko3H crippIrHy1 ¢ KOHSI M HAKJIOHWJICS, BRIMCKMBAs cliepl. Ho Ha KaMeHUCTOM IpyHTE CIIOKHO
ObLJIO YTO-TO pa3misiAeTh. Torma oH moiiesn BAOIb Kpasi yTeca, CBEpHYII B JIeC M, HAKOHEI, BEPHYJICS
K MIPUHILY.

— 4 notepsin cnen. Kaxercs, qeByIika CBepHyJIa I7ie-TO B JIECy.

— ComHeBatock. MblI ke IMOCKaKaIy Ha IIIyM BO/IbI, BOT OHA HAaBepHSIKa TOXe Obla TYT.

— Ho 3neck Tynuk. Bomomnaz, oOpsIB, a c3aqu ropa. Pa3zse 4to B3nerena, Kak 6adovKa.

— XM, — ycMexHyJicsl BpuaH, npesicTaBuB, Kak CTpaliHas, CJIOBHO BeJbMa, TUKapKa MalieT
yIJIaMH YepHOM, TIOeJeHHON MOJIbIO IaIbio. — BoJiblie moxoxka Ha BOPOHY, YeM Ha 0a00uKy.

— Touno, — yneiOoHysncs u KosH.

— T-c-c-c! — Bpuan nprkain nanei k rybam. — Yro 310?

Emy mnokazanoch, 4yTo OH cabMT cMeX. CIefonbIT Toke HACTOPOXKUICA U NPUOIU3UICS K
Kpaio yreca. OH HaKJOHWIICS, TIOTOM B3MaxoM IMO3BaJ NpUHIA. Bpuan mocMoTpen BHU3: B JIydax
BBITJISIHYBIIETO COJTHIIA CBEpKaja Iaab o3epa. OHa cHsiia U NeperBaiach pa3HOLBETHBIMU OJH-
KaMHU, BOJsTHAsI bUTh BHCEJIA B BO3/IyXe, & HaJl Hel PACKUHYJIOCh KOPOMBICIIO PAIyTH.

Takoii kpacotsl Bpran yxe naBHo He Bujes. OH ri1yO0OKO BIOXHYJ CBEXKHUI BO3yX, HATOSHHBIH
apoMaTamy 3eMJIM, BOJbI U OCEHHU U TIepeBet B3I

N TyT OH yBUIEN €€. ..

Ha xamenncrom Gepery cTosiia IeByliKa B 6eJ10i ofek /i€, BCTPSIXMBAJIA BOJIOCAMH U CMEsLIach.
W3znaneka TpygHO OBUIO pasmisiieTh e JIMI0, HO 04apOBAaHHOMY MPHHILY Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO HE3HAKOMKA
OKpYKEeHa CHSIOIIMM OPE0JIOM — TaK JIy4YH COJIHIIA IIPOCAYMBAIIMICh CKBO3b MPSAN BOJIOC U Paly’KHO
MIPETIOMJISLITUC.

«boruns! — BocxuieHHo nogymai oH. — Wi Benpma? U yto nenaer ogrHOKas KpacaBula
B TakoM TityxoM Mecte? IIpsiuercst oT cOOpUIMKOB ?»

B ronoge 3ameBenuiach uest: BMECTO yPOIMHBI TPUBE3TH 3Ty KpacaBuily. Toria MoxHO OyieT
MPOJOJIKUTD ITyTh, HA HA YTO OOJIbIIIE HE OTBJICKASICh.

W 1yt neByiika BOILIAa B 03€pO M B3BU3THYJIA.

— UYro oHa cobupaercs aenath? — npoBopuan Kosn. — Bopa xe nensHast.

BopoH mnon npuHIieM 3aBOJHOBAJICS, 3araplieBajl B HETEPIICHUH, 3a/1pajl TOJIOBY U 3apiKall.
CHM3y eMy OTBETHJIM TOJOOHBIM ITPUBETCTBUEM.

— Moxer, y He3HAaKOMKH U CIpOoCHM? — BCTPSIXHYJICSI BpuaH: ouyapoBaHue 04apoBaHUEM, a
paccieoBaHue 1 TIOMCK OCTVISTHKY Ha repBoM MecTte. OH MoXJIonaj CKaKyHa IMo MISJIKOBHUCTOM IIiee.
— Hy-ny, manbim! Yro, 4yBcTBYyeIIb KOOBLIKY?

— MpI xe umeM cOexaBIIylo HeBecTy, — Bo3pasuwi KosH, — 3auemM Ham JepeBeHCKas
nesuua?

Dpuan u cnenonbiT MeperisHyJINCh, CPakeHHbIe OJMHAKOBBIMU [IOTA/IKAMH, W HAIPaBHJIH
KOHE! BHM3.

JleBymika Hacimaxjanach KynaHueM. [loka mpeciieoBaTesd CITyCKaJIMCh, OHA HU pa3y He
1ocMoTpeda 1o cropoHam. [TpuHII n3ganeka melTajics pasrisaeTh ee JUI0, HO OHA CTOsUIA CIIMHOM.
WHorna oHa HanmoMKHAJIa eMy AUKApKY, KOTopasi HoueBasia y Hero B IaTpe, a MIHOT/a Ka3ajaach COBep-
IIEHHO HE3HAKOMOM.

KoHu cKomb3miM KombITaMy MO KPYTOH TPOTIE, TajlbKa C MIeJeCTOM CphIBaJIach BHU3, HO BCE
TMIepeK phIBAJI IIIyM BOJOIMA/a, TO3TOMY MOKHO OBLIO He OOSITHCS, YTO UX OOHAPYKAT paHbIIIE BpEMEHH.

Hakowner onu ctynuim Ha poBHYyI0 nouBy. KosH moBen OpoBsiMu, MOKa3biBask Ha JEBYIIKY,
Bpuan nepry: miedoM. OH OCTOPOXHO CITyCTHIICSI HA 3€MITIO, Ia/isi OOJIBHYIO HOTY, BBITAIIIJT HATIO-
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JIOBUHY 13 HOXEH MeY U, KpaJlyYHCh, MOIIEN K He3HAKOMKe. JIUIIIb Koria npuOInM3uIics MovYTH BILUIOT-
HYIO, TPOMKO CITPOCHII:

— IIpocTHte, MOACKAXKUTE HAM JIOPOTY.

JleBy1ika B3BU3rHYJ1a, 00EpHY/Iach, B3MaxHyJa pyKaMu U cBajmiiach B Bogy. OHa Gapaxrtasach,
MIBITASICh BCTaTh, HO BCE yAaJsiach OT Oepera.

[TpuHII TSKEN0 B3OOXHY, COPOCHIT IIEPEBSI3b C OPYKHUEM M, MOPILIACh OT OOJIH, IArHyJI B 03epo.
Ho neBwuiia morpy3usack o nosic, oOHsIa ceOs 3a Tpydb, MOWMAaB €ro CIyYailHbIi B3TJISI, ¥ 3aKPH-
yasa:

— He tporaiite mens!

Tenepb Bprian xopoI1o pas3riisaen TPACYILYIOCs OT X0JI0a He3HAKOMKY. OT OTMETHI HeXHYIO
KOXY, MOAOOPOJOK C SIMOYKOM, aKKypaTHbI HOCHK. HO 0cOOEHHO ero rnopasui rias3a, OorpoOMHbIE,
TEMHbIE, OITyIIEHHbIE MOKPBIMH PECHUIIAMU, KaK UTOJIOUKY TOPUYABIIMMU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Barsa
HE3HAaKOMKH TMITHOTH3UPOBAL, JIUITIAJ TTOKOSI, B HEM Tanjach Oe3/1Ha, KOTopasi BI3bIBAJIA TOJIOBOKPY-
JKEHHe, MOIJIa OIbsIHUTb, 3aMaHUTh U PACTBOPHUTH B ceOe JII0OO0TO. ..

BecrnokoicTBO MPOCHYIOCH B AYIIE, YTO-TO 3alIEBEMIOCh B IPYIH, 3aropesock. [IpuHily Hpa-
BUJIOCH, KaK €ro TeJI0 OTpearupoBajio Ha KpacaBuily. OH HEBOJIBHO MOJAJICS Ha3a/l U IIPOU3HEC POT-
HYBIIIAM TOJIOCOM:

— He 6oiicst MmeHs. X0uy TOMOYb.

[Tporanyn pyky, Ho Kosn onepenun ero. CnefonbT 4ailkol MEJIbKHYJI MUMO, CXBAaTUII J€B-
YOHKY, YIIE/ANIYIO B TAaHUKE TIO]] BOIY, ¥ BhITAII Ha Oeper. Ta BU3xasa, pyraiach, KyJakaMu KOJIo-
THJIA €r0 B TPY/b, MBITATACh JATHYTh OOCBIMU HOTaMH.

— Bor 3Bepiomika! — psBkHy1 KosH u BbllycTHs €€ u3 pyk.

Hes3nakoMka mapaxsysiach B CTOPOHY, MoOexkayia M CIpsTanach MEXKAY CKaJION, TOPOCIIEeH
KyCTQpPHMKOM, W BaJlyHOM, Ha KOTOPOM TPHHII 3aMETHJI Pa3JIOKEHHYIO OIeKay, Ta TyT ke ucdesna,
CIIEpHYTasi TOJION PYKOHU.

— Vxonute! — 3akpuuana aeByiika. — Eciu Mot Opar Bac yBUAWT, pa3roBapuBarh He OyIieT,
cpa3y BBICTPEJIT, KaK B JUKUX 3BEpeil.

Bpuan BHITaMII U3 CeebHON CYMKHU IOPOKHOE OIESIO M KUHYJT Ha BaJIyH.

— VYkpoiirech, Bbl 3aMep3HUTE !

— OO060ii. .. — Hauasia HE3HAKOMKA, 3aMOJTYajia Ha MUT, IOTOM MOOJIarogapuia pe3Kum BhICO-
KM rojiocom: — Criacru00, roCrioiviH.

Oneso Toxe UCUesio.

— MB=1 Bac He TpoHeM. Beixonute, HyKHO ITOTOBOPHUTD.

[TpunI He oTBOMWI B3MIsAAA OT KamHsA, KosH Toxke OblT HacTopoke. OH MOKa3as I1a3aMu Ha
CBOETO CKaKyHa, a U3 CyMKH JIOCTaJI CETh C KPYITHBIMU THE3]aMU U TIONH:UT ee. BpuaH corimacHo KuB-
Hys1. EMy He HpaBuiiach cutyauusi. M XoTs ieBrlia BOBCE He MOXOAWIIA Ha HEBECTY-YPOIHHY, YTO-TO
B €€ rojioce, MOBEe/IEHUH U JIEP30CTH Ka3aJI0Ch EMY 3HAKOMBIM.

— CrpammBaiite Tak. 5 6010ch HE3HAKOMBIX MYKUHMH, — He colaciiiach aeBymka. — U1 yxo-
aute, s1 Opara mo3oBy. OH OXOTUTCS.

bpara?

BpwuaH ornszesncs, HIYTO He HAMEKaJIo Ha IIPUCYTCTBHE eIlle OJJHOTO YesioBeKa. M TyT oH yciibl-
a1 W3-32 KaMHSI 3aJIMBUCTBIN CBUCT. OH MTHOBEHHO MPHHSUT OOEBYIO CTOWKY, OBICTPO OIIsIIeCS,
Ko3H c ceTblo HanepeBec Toxxe czienal mar B CTOPOHY KaMHs.

Ho Ha Gepery HMuero He W3MEHWJIOCH: TO-TIPEXKHEMY IIyMes Bomomnaj, BopoH mopomien K
KOOBUIE W TIOJNOXKWJI TOJIOBY €il Ha Ieio, mpejiaras OpadyHble Urpbl, YyTh MOOJATh NPBITAIN JBE
KYPHILIBL.

BpuaH cKoJb3HYN IO HUM B3IJISIIOM M OTBEPHYJICSI.

— Kpacaswuiia, ckaxure, Bbl He BUIIETH 3/1eCh CTPAHHYIO JIEBUOHKY C OOJIBIIIMM HOCOM, OYEHb
ypoasuBylo? — Havyasl KosH u czienan ene mar.

43



K. ®apmu. «fpmapka HeBect»

— Her. B 3Tux Mecrax TOJIBKO MOM OTell U OpaT OXOTATCS.

— W nocenennii Her?

— Her. Bce BHM3Y, B 10JIMHE.

I'onoc npo3Byyarn miynie, CJIOBHO U3 MOA3EMEIbS.

— Bper, — omHrMU ry0amu cKa3asl CAEONbIT U IOCMOTPEJ Ha MPUHIIA.

ToT cTOsAJI, HE IBUTAsCh, U MbITAJICS MOWMATh 32 XBOCT TOJIBKO YTO MEJIbKHYBIIYIO MbICIIb.

Kypuupt! Otkyna 3aece onu? Y Kposiuky B Jiecy, BhITYIIEHHbIE U3 KJIETKU. A enie BopoH ciui-
KOM TPETIETHO OTHECCs K HE3HAKOMOW Jiomaau. Bpsit iu 6pat 3Toi JeByIIKY B3sUT C COOOM Ha OXOTY
JOMAIIHIOI KUBHOCTb, KOTIa TOPbI U JIEC BOKPYT MOJIHbBI JUKUX 3BEpel U NTHULL.

Yro xe nonyyvaercsi?

O3zapenue HaKpbUIO YAYILIUBON BOJHOM.

[Tonyyaercs, 3a BasryHOM IpsiueTcs nukapka ArHecca. Ho mouemy ona Tak usmenumnacs? OTBer
ObLT Ha TTOBEPXHOCTHU: KOJIZIOBCTBO.

BuyTpr Bce noxonozeno. Eciu oH npuBe3eT HeBecTy, KOTopasi CKpbIBaja 1ap, OyAeT OOJBIION
CKaHAaJ. A eclii OHa elle M BOCIIONb3yeTcsl Marue, el He MuHOBaTh: Jliouio youBaTh ero He
npuzetcs: COBeT KpeloB caM BHIHECET MPUTOBOP M ONAJbHOMY TPHHILY, U OpaKOBaHHOU HEBECTe.

Bpuan nonHs pyky U pe3ko onycTuil. KosH 6e3 CI0B MOHsIT KOMaHIy: OH Pe3KO BBIOPOCHI
CeTh BIEpe]l, HAKPbUI €10 BAIYH U CaM KUHYJICS CJIEIOM.

[TpuHII, Xpomasi, AEPHYJICS 32 HUM U 3aMep: 32 BAIyHOM OBUIO MYCTO. ..
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I'nmasa 10

«psBon! OpsBon! [IpsiBon! — kumena ot 310ctu Ha cedst ArHecca. — Tak miymno nonactbcest!
I'ne mou MoO3ru ObLTA ?»

OHa cujiena 3a BaJIlyHOM M TpsIC/Iach OT AMKOTO Xojiona. He cracaiio HU ofesiio, OpolieHHoe
KOMaHAMPOM, HU COOCTBEHHOE BepXHee IulaThe. PasioBaio TONBKO OIHO: MOKA HU TOCTHOIWH, HU €T0
MOMOIITHUK-TYOOIILIeN He y3HAIU B Hel cOekaBiyio HeBecTy. Ho 9To Bcero Juiib Je0 BpeMeHHU.
Koria noMoniHyk rocroiyHa cXBaTuil ee B BOJE, OHa YBUEJA B €ro pyKax ceTh. [ agarh, 1151 KOro oHa
MpeJHa3HavasIach, He XOTeJIOCh, HO IOBEpHS CIaJKUM pedaM MpeciieoBaTesieil He ObUIO HU Ha HOTY.

«Yto nenars? Yto nenars?» — Tep3all Aylily BOIIPOC, IOKA OHA MEPEKUIBIBAIIACH C ITPECIIeIO-
BaTeJIsSIMU PEIUIMKAMU M CTydasia 3y0amu OT X0Jo/a.

Hakonen Aruam ogenach v TMXOpagoyHo orisgenack. OHa B joByiike. C3agu — ckana, nof-
HOHE KOTOPOW MPUKPHITO KycTaMu. [lepes HOCOM — OrpOoMHBIA KaMeHb. A 32 HUM. ..

«[IpsiBON! Y Kak OH MeHsI Haies?» — CKpuIiesa 3yoamMmu oHa. — BbIXoj1, BHIXOM, BBIXOI. . .»

W Tyt yBUIENa pocBeT MeXQy KYCTOB. ATHecca pa3BUHYJIA BETKU — y3Kas, TOYTH HE3AMET-
Hasl CO CTOPOHBI, IIIeJIb B CKajie OblIa mpsMO Iepes ra3aMu. HeBecta BCIbIXHYNA, KaK CBEYKa, OT
pasiocTy: NPOBUACHHUE MO-MIPEKHEMY OCTaBAJIOCh HA €€ CTOPOHE.

Ona ynana Ha KoJieHu OYKBaJIbHO BBMHTHJIACH B JIBIPY MEX/y KaMEHHBIX CTEH W yIaja B
MaJIeHbKYIO Menepy. Boimpsamuiach, orisenach U cama He MOHsJIa, Kak CyMesia TPOTUCHYTHCA B 3Ty
apipy. lllens Obl1a B MIOJIOBUHY €€ pOCTa, a IMPUHBI XBATAJIO JUISl KPYITHON COOaKH, He OOoJbIIIe.

ArHecca nokayaja rojIoBOM M MOpaJoBaJIach: KPYIHbIE MYKUHMHBI HU 32 YTO HE MPOJIE3YyT B €€
TMEIIEPKY.

Ternepb MOKHO BBIJOXHYTb U OCMOTPEThCSI, U, XOTsI BHYTPY OBUIO TEMHO, IJ1a3a OBICTPO Tepe-
KJIIOUWJIMCh Ha HOUHOEe BUJeHMe. [lemepa paciumpsiiach K OCHOBAHUIO CKaJIbl, HO HEBECTa HE BUAEA
BBIXOJ1a U3 HEE, BE3/IE BHICUJIUCh KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, UCIIEIPEHHBIE TPEIIMHAMMU.

Tynuk?

Czanu paszpasics 3BepUHBINA KPUK: MpeciieloBaTesI OOHAPY:KUIIM, YTO OHA cOexasia. ArHecca
BCKOYMJIa, OPOCHUIIACh K MPOTHBOIMOJIOXHOMY Kpalo Ielephl, CIIOTHIKAsICh O KAMHU. XOPOIIIO, YTO
ycresa HaTsHYTh Ha O0ckle HOrW OalllMaky, MHAve. . .

UYro ObLIO OBl «MHAYE», TyMaTh HE XOTEJIOCh.

— Ye ka330! — peBe 3a CIIMHOM roJIoC KOMaHAMpa.

— Beapma! — BTOpUI emy ryboriuier.

ATHHM cKaJlach OT CTpaxa M 3aMeTallach, MIa BBIXOJ U3 HOBOM JIOBYIIKU. U mouemMy y Hee HeT
napa ucuesHoBeHus? Bor mouemy?

Kpuku, pyranb, Tpeck JIoMaeMbIX BETOK — BCE HANIOJIHSAJIO AYILY YKaCOM, OTKJII0YaJIO HAITPOYb
MO3I'H.

— BenpMa, BBIXO/IM HEMEJIECHHO! — 3aBOIUIT TOJICTOTYOBIH.

— Ara! Tak g 1 nocinymanach, — MPOBOPYAsIa HEBECTA.

Hakomer1 GeieHo KOJIOTUBITIEeCsI Cep/Ilie HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJIOCH, B Pa0OTY BKJIIOUKJIACH TOJIOBA.
Vike He TOpoIisich, BCE paBHO HEKyAa, ATHecca OCMOTpeJa Mellepy M CHUKJIA: BBIXOI U3 Hee ObLl
TOJILKO OOUH — uepe3 1eb. Erie BBepXy oHa yBHeNIa IbIpy, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO CHHEJIO He0O, HO
JIeTaTh OHA TOXE HE YMea.

— Kakoii 6ecrione3Hblii y MeHst 1ap! — OyOHMIIa cebe 1moj Hoc, coOUpasi KAMHU U TOTOBSICh
K CPaXXEHUIO.

ArHecca 3Hajia TO9HO: 0e3 00sl He caacTcsl.

ToJbKO MPHUrOTOBUIIACH, KaK B IPOCBETE MOKA3aJIach T0OJIoBa ryooriuierna.

— Yo, nonanace nTuuka! — ockanuics odH. — Cama B KJIETKY 3aJie3Ja.
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ArHecca TpUMepHIaCh U 3allyCTWIIA TIEPBbI KaMeHb, 0J1aro MPOMaxHYThCsl B KPyIJoe, Kak
MaMUHa JIenenIKa, JJUIO ObUIO CIIOKHO.

['yGorwien B3peBesn U ucues.

— Tak Tebe 1 HagO! — KpuKHYyJIa oHa. — Elrie cyHerbes, 6e3 11a3a ocTaHembes !

Heckomnbko MUHYT JIeBYIIIKaA CITyIIajia pyraib 1Mo Ty CTOPOHY KAMEHHOM CTeHBI, HO He paccal-
JISIIACh, XOTS ¥ IOHMMAJIA: JI0JITO BBIIEPKUBATH OCAIy HE CMOXET, B Ieniepe He ObLJIO HU BOJIbI, HU
elIbl, a XOJIOJ] MPOHMKAJI CKBO3b MOKPOE TIIaThe JI0 CaMbIX KocTeil. [la u rpecienoBaresiu He codupa-
JIMCh CIIABATHCA.

«Hy, ecnu ymupats, Tak ¢ My3bIKO# ! » — pelliiia OHa |, yJIOBUB IIEBEJICHUE KYCTOB Y BXO/a,
IIPUTOTOBUJIA HOBBI KAMEHb.

OpnHako cHapyH MPOUCXOIUIIO YTO-TO CTPAaHHOE. ATHecca Ha LIBITIOYKAX MOAKPAIach K IIEIIH
Y HarpsIia Cuyx.

— TocnonvH, nepxute! — BOMUII TyOOLLIET.

— TlpuBs3biBaii OKperye, — OTBEYa eMy KOMaH M.

— Taxk xopormio?

— Otmmuno! BopoH, 1aBaii, Harpsiruch !

KycTsl nepranuch 1 eBeImiIrch, CO CTeH Chilajlach MEJKasi MbLTb, BOT YK€ B BO3/1yXe coOpa-
JI0ch 1iestoe 00nako. HeBecta rpoMKO YMXHYyIa U. .. B yKace Opocuiach B ITTyOUHY Melephl.

[MepenHsist cTeHa CKaJibl BAPYT OTBAIMIACH, OTKPBIB IIMPOKHI MPOXOJ, ¥ BHYTPb BOPBAJIUCH
npeciieoBaTel .

— XBaraii ee! — XJIeCTKUIA MTPUKA3 KOMaHAUpa YIAPUJI 1O YIIIaM.

ArHecca B3BU3THYJIA, OHECIACh M0 KAMHSIM, YTKHYJIACh B MPOTUBOIIONOKHYIO CTEHKY, 00ep-
HYJIaCh, 3aMaxHyJIach, HO KUHYTh KAMEHb He yCIiesia: KpyIHasi CeTh OMYCTHJIACh Ha TOJIOBY U TUICUH.
['yGorwien nepHys ee, U IeByIIKa yrajia Ha 3eMJTI0, pacliaparaB ce0e pyKd U HOTH.

— BoTt ThI ¥ TIONANIaCh, — XOXOTHYJI THUJIBIM PTOM TPSIMO €i B JIUIIO MTPOTHUBHBIA MYKHK.

— Ilocmeiite meHs TobKO TpoHYTH! Bpar. ..

— W rue xe TtBOI O6patr? UTo-TO OH HE TOPOMHUTCS CMACATh CECTPY, — YCMEXHYJICS TOCTIOAMH.

— OH J1aJIeKO OXOTHUTCSI, HO MO CBHCT YCJIBIIIIUT.

— Maruwueti Biazgeer, 3Haunt? Hy-Hy, u ¢ Opatom pazdepemcs.

ArHecca mocMoTpesia Ha TOCTIOIMHA SIPOCTHBIM B3IJISIIOM M 3aJeprajiach, MbITAsCh BHIOPATHCS
U3 CeTH.

— Cugu poBHO, cebe ke XyXe Jenaellb, — KOMaHIUP MOJouIeN K Held, MpuxpaMbiBasi, U
HAKJIOHWJICSI. — 3acTaBujIa Thl HAC TIOMTPATh B KOIIKH-MBIIIIKH.

CWIbHBIMU PYKaMM OH B3$UI €€ 3a IUICYM U OJIHMM PhIBKOM TTOCA/IUI, IPUCIIOHUB K cTeHe. Ha
MUT MAXHYJO Pe3KUM MYXKCKUM JYyXOM, B TIPOPE3U pyOaxu MeJIbKHYNA rojiasi MyCKYJIMCTasi Tpy/b.,
ropsiaue JIaIOHM OOOXKITIM KOkKy. [IpUKOCHOBEHME UIMIIOCH BCEro JIMIIb MTHOBEHHE, HO CEepile
ATHecchl 3aKOJIOTAJIOCH OT BOJTHEHHMSI: BIIEPBbIe OHA BUJIENA MYKUMHY Tak OJM3KO.

HeBecra npornotuia KoM B ropiie 1 3ajpajia nogoopoIoK.

— UYro BB XOTHTE CO MHOU caenarh? Youts? M3nacunosate? [Iponats paboToproiam?

— VY-y-y, CKOJIbKO MpPEJIOKEHNI, — OH YTPIOMO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha TIOMOIITHUKA U TIOITYTHII. —
A MbI ¢ ToO0H, Ko3H, 10 Takoro gaxe He JOIyMaIUCh. XOTEIU MPOCTO MOTOBOPUTH U OTITYCTHUTb.

Ho B ronoce Becenbst He 6pu10. Ha060poT, Ka3anock, YT0 KOMaHAMP Ha TpaHu cpbiBa. OH cBEp-
JIAJT HEBECTY B3IJISZIOM, M OHa BUJIeNIa KaK B PACHIMPEHHBIX OT TEMHOTHI 3paUKaX CBEPKAET XOJIOIHOE
OCIIeHCTRO.

[TpuxpambiBasi ¥ MOpIIACh, OH OTOINEN K CTeHe W OIMYCTHJICS Ha OOMbIIOi KaMeHb. TOJbKO
ceiiyac ArHecca 3aMeTHJIa, YTO KOMaHAUP BHIIJISIIUT TUIOXO.

— Hano 6but0 TeOs He CBSI3aTh, a cpa3y OaliKy OTpyOUTh! — B3BHWJICS I'yOOILIEN U CXBATHII
Meu.

OH KuHyJICs K ATHecce, Ta JIMIIb BTSHYJIa TOJIOBY B IUICUH.
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— OcraBb ee! — npuKaszas TOCMOAUH YCTaIO U 3aKpbLT Ma3a. — Jlail momymars.

On BeITIIA IR T710X0. Ha 1miekax ropest He310pOBbIi PyMSIHEII, JbIXaHHe BBIPHIBAJIOCH C X PUTIOM.
[NoBsi3ka ¢ paHEHHOTO CTPEJION yXa ucyessia, OHO ObUIO Pa3IyThIM, KPACHBIM U MOKPHITBIM KPOBSHOM
KOpPKOM. YTO CIIy4MIIoCh C €ro HOTOM, HEeBeCTa He 3Hasla, HO BUJIENA, YTO NIepeJBUIasICs TOCTIOANH C
OIPOMHBIM TPYJOM. A ellle OHa 3aMeTHJIa, YTO OH CHSLT AOCTIEXH U CHJEJT TOJIBKO B KOKaHBIX IITaHAX
u GeJoit pyodariike.

OnHa HeBOJILHO 3a1I000BaIach TOUeHbIM MpodumiemM. KoMaHaup cOOPIMKOB ObUT HACTOSIIIIAM
KpacaBUMKOM U OyJWJI B ee TeJjie BOJIHEHHEe, KOTOPOe MIEKOTAJIO0 BHYTPY U TPEMeTasIo KPbUTbSIMU, KaK
6abouka.

«/HTEpecHo, N3 KaKoii OH CeMbH 7» — BHE3aITHO MOyMajla OHA ¥ PaccepAnIach Ha cedsi: Kakoe
el 1eso 10 Yykaka, KOTOPOro XOo4eTcsl MpUOUTh, a He MPUTacKaTh?

Mosuanue 3atsHyJI0ch. ['yOoIIien HepBHO MOTJISAIBIBAN HA BBIXOJ, HA KYCTHI, ke TIOrpyKeH-
HBIE BO ThMY, Ha KOMaHIWpa W TONTAJICS, HEe 3Has, KyJa OekaTh M 4TO JIe/aTh.

— ToconuH, — He BbIIEpKaT OH. — Y3ke mo3aHo. [lopa Bo3Bpamarkcs. Yto ¢ 3toit Oynem
Jenarh?

— PasBskute MeHs1, — BCTperneHysach ArHecca.

— 3aTKHUCh, Beapma!

KosH 3amaxHysicst Ha Hee, HO OHa CMeJIO Bbliepkasa 3700HbIA B3MIsAA. Bapyr c3aau pazgancs
mryM. ['yOorien moAnpeirays1, CXBaTUIICS 3a Med, ATHecca BHIIVISTHY/Ia U3-3a HEero: Ha 3eMJIe Jiexkal
TOCTIO/IVH. . .

— O Goru! — BCKPHUKHY/IM OTHOBPEMEHHO HEBECTA M CTPAKHUK.

Kosn Gpocuiicst kK KoMaHaupy, TPUTIOTHSUIT €ro FOJIOBY, HO Ta 3aIIPOKMHYJIACK, CJIOBHO HEXXUBAS.

— Yro c HuM? — 3ajiepranach Araecca, MbiTasiCh BHIOPaThCs U3 CETH.

Tpesora HabaToM 3arypena B rojiope. Yto xke terepsb Oyner? ['yoonuteny Araecca He [oBepsiia
COBCEM: CKOJIb3KHI1, TPOTUBHBIN, MOTHBII U BOHIOUUI YBaJIeHb BbI3bIBAJT TOJIBKO OMEpP3EHMUE.

— A s 3Ha10? — OKPBICWICS CTPaXKHUK. — bBe3 co3HaHuM s, HO ABIIINT.

— PasBsiku mensi! Hemeniento!

— Emme vero. 3arkaucs! He no Teds ceitvac.

Ko3H neronpko moxsiomnait mo mekam KOMaHaupa, HO TOT He oTpearnpoBai. HeBecra 4yTh He
3arulaKasia OT OTYasiHUS ¥ CTpaxa U B3MOJIMJIACK!

— PazBsku MeHs, Oyp 4eIOBEeKOM, S TIOMOTY.

— Twsi 3Haxapka?

— Her, HO TpaBhI 3Ha0.

CTpaXHUK OCTOPOXKHO MOJNIOKUIT KOMaHAMPA, PUOIU3KIICS K JIEBYILIKE, HO 3aMep, pasIJisiIbl-
Bas ee. [IoToM BBICKOUMII HAPYKY ¥ BEPHYJICS C BEPEBKOM.

«Yrto oH 3amyman?» — emie OoJbllie Tepernyrajiach ArHecca. DTOT MPU3EMUCTBIN YeJIOBEK
Kazajics ey oracHee KoMaHaupa. ToT XoTs Obl {yMaJl, Ipekae YeM MPUHUMAT PEIlieH s], @ STOT FOTOB
OBbLT pyOUTH C TUTEYa, He pa3oupasich C MPOOIEMO.

Ho kpacaBumk-BOMH cefiuac efBa JplIad U caM HYXKAaJICs B IMOMOIIM, PUXOIWIOCH IOJIa-
raTbcsl Ha ceOsl.

KosH moponren, BeITAIMI KMHXKAT, IEBYIIKA CKalach OT yXkaca U OMATh MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIH-
nack: «O 6oru! He 6pocaiite mens! ITpomry Bac!»

— Yero 6opmoveriib, Beapma? C KU3HBIO MPOIIACIITHCS?

['yOorwien aepHya ceTh W CTasl OAMH 3a JAPYrHM paspesaTh THe3na. OH Havyasl ¢ HOT, KOrja
OCBOOOIVIT IIUKOJIOTKH, CBSA3AJI MX TaK, YTOOBI OHAa MOIJIA CJIeJIaTh IIar, Ho He yoexkana. Tak cTpeHo-
JKMBAIOT HETTIOKOPHBIX JIOIIAIel, KOra MyCKaloT UX MacTUCh Oe3 MPUCMOTpa.

— 310 6e33aKoHME! — 3aBOMMJIA OHA, AEPrasiCh.

— I'me THI B ropax Bujena 3aKOH? — KpUBO ycMexHyJIcst KosH.

— 4 Gyny xanoBaTbCsi KOPOJo!
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— ThI cHavasIa 10 Hero 0OEPUCH.

OH cxBaTuIcs ABYMs PyKaMH 3a IIelb U BCTPSIXHYJT HEBECTY TaK, YTO Y TOU 3yObl IETKHYJIH.

— Co BcemH CilyyaiiHbIMU HE3HAKOMKaMM Tak IMOCTYTaelb?

— Momuats, BegpMa! — Ko3H 3amaxHyscs, ATHH BTsHYJIA TOJIOBY B IJIEYM, HO HE OTBesa
B3sAga. — C ToOOM MOTOM pa30epych.

— Jla 3aueM s Bam HyxHa?

— Ipuromumiscs. Eciu He Haiiem OerisiHKY, COMIeNIh 3a Hee.

«CaoxHu, ypon!» — 3acToHasa rnpo cedst ArHecca.

Ho MbIcIh BCIIBIXHYIA TPOCTO OT 3JI0CTH: HEBECTA YKe 3HaJIa, YTO HUKakas Oeqa B Onvokaiiinee
BpeMs rybonuieny He yrpoxaer. OHa Bujena ero B CTOJMIE U BO JBOPIIE, a BOT, UTO OH TaM Jefal,
BOIIPOC, HaJl KOTOPBHIM pa3lyMbIBaTh ObUIO HEKOT/A.

— Pyk#u x0Ts1 b1 OCTaBb, KaK 51 IOMOTY TBOEMY T'OCIIOIMHY ?

— OO0oiiaerbest, — MPOBOPYAT OH, HO CBSI3BIBATh KMCTH HE CTaJl.

ArHecca ¢ TpyIoM OCBOOOAMIIACH OT CETH, TOTHSIACH U, OMUPAsICh PYKOM Ha CTEHY, JIOIpbI-
raja 1o BonHa. OHa MpeKpacHo BHUjIe/ia B TEMHOTE, HO He XOTesia, YTOObl 00 9TOM y3HaJT TyOOIIlIerT,
MO3TOMY TMOIPOCHUIIA!

— Crenaii paken v pa30kru KOCTep, Hy)kHa OyJleT Teriasi Boja.

— PackomanpgoBanack TyT! — npoopuai Kosh.

OH omsTh BHICKOYHJI HAPYKY, OBICTPO BBICEK OTOHb ¥ TIPOTSIHYJI €/ CaMOJIeNTbHBIN (haKes.

— TlocBetn! — npukasana Arxecca.

— He tpowns! 4 cam!

OH cyHy (hakes1 AeBYIIKe U HAKJIOHUJICS HaJl TOCTIOAMHOM. TOT ABIIIAI TSKENO, BO3IYX BBIPHI-
BaJICSI M30 PTa C XPUIIOM.

— Iotporaii 106, — MoINpocuiIa HeBeCTa.

— [orporan. I'opsuwmii.

— SIcHo, Boctiasienue.

— MHOrO Tbl 3HaellIb.

— Buauib, pana Ha yxe. OHa M JaeT TopsiuKky. A YTO Y HETO ¢ HOroi?

— B n1HeBHOI cXBaTke 3aleuimn.

— Bo1 ocmotpenu?

— Hexorpna 6pu10. HeBecta cOexaiia, KUHYJIHCH B IIOTOHIO.

[Tpu ynoMuHaHUM HEBECTHI TPEBOKHBI KOMOK B TPYIH ATHECCHI BHIPOC IO TUTAHTCKUX pa3-
MepoB. OHa CyTopoKHO B3JOXHYJIa. OHO PajoBasio: STOT YeJOBEK TOKa He IPUHMUMA ee 3a cOe-
KaBIIYIO YPOIVHY.

— Craru ¢ Hero 1ITaHbl, HAJIO TJITHYTh HA paHy.

— Cnatuna? Henp3s oronsats MyKUMHY IIPU HE3HAKOMOW JIEBULIE.

— 4 "e neBwuila, a TuieHHuNa. He cimiikoM Bbl co MHO# 1iepeMoHuIuCh. CHuMaR !

— Jla 9TO B TaKOM TEMHOTE MOKHO YBUJETH?

— He tBOE neso! CHumait!

Ho cHAT kKokaHBIe MITaHBI HE TIOMYYMIIOCh: OHU CHJICNT Ha KPETKUX U CHJIBHBIX Oe/ipax roc-
MO/IMHA KAaK BJIATHIC.

— Ilpupercsa pezars.

— Pexb.

— OH MeHs yOber.

— Hwnuero, cBoun oTaanib.

— Tt moroBopwubes, aeBka! OTTamnao Tede IMHHBIA A3bIK! — mpoopuas KosH, HO BhiTa-
AT KAHKAIL.

OH paspesast mTaHWHY CHU3Y 110 maxa. Korja Kycku Koku pacrayiuck, ArHecca B3/IpOTHYJa,
3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a, MoJaBuIIa B cede keslaHnue TTOCMOTPETh Ty/Ia, B CAMOE COKPOBEHHOE MECTO MY)KUMHBI.
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JIumib MuUr cIycTst OHa HAKOHEII OIYCTHJIA B3IJIs] HA OTPOMHOE YE€PHOE MATHO, KOTOPOE PACIION3IIOCh
10 BceMy Oefipy M 3aXBaTUJIO KOJIEHO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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