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['0TOBBI 7111 BBI BHIPBATH Y JKU3HU TUIATY, €CJIM OHA PEIUT COXpaTh Bac 3a

Tak ?JJo0po noxanoBaTh B AOCKYypUyM — MHP, B KOTOPOM BpeMsl 3aCThLJIO B
JOXKUIUBON OCEHH, TIJIOTh MEPETIETACTCS C «KUBBIM» METAJIJIOM, a 3€MJISl UICTEKaeT
¢puroToBoIt SHEpruei. 31ech TUUYHbIEe apTeaKThl KYIOTCSI CUJION COOCTBEHHOM
OyIIH, a 10 IUKUM JecaM poityT JloBure KynbTra u nusbenennsle dpupnon Yymon
OAMHOYKH. 31iech Xpam Ero — 3moBenuii cumOouos 1adopaTopum U OKKYJIbTHOTO
KOIIIMapa — JUKTYET CBOU IPaBWJia U TOTOBUT MHKBU3UILIMIO JIs1 TIPOPHIBA B
Bepxuuii Mup.beiBImil 0aHauT, OexaBImii OT cepocT BepxHero mupa, xpoc

He npocuJ o cnaceHnd. Ho korya BexJuBbIi O0r-yueHblii Mesesnb oopaiiaeT ero B
XMIITHOTO 3(pUPHUTA, TPeOys TIaTy 32 KU3Hb, Y DXpoca He OCTAETCS MHOTO BBIOOPA,
KpoMe Kak coOpaTh COOCTBEHHYIO CTal0 U3 OEryelloB KyJIbTa U YUCThIX Oe3yMIIEB,
yT0OBI OTOUTH CBOIO CBOOOY. HO rOTOB J1 OH MOKepPTBOBATH €10, KOTJa Ha KOHY
OKaxeTcs cyapOa 000X MUPOB?
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Copper-bronze Cat
JLoOopo nmo:xkaaoBaTb B AOCKYPUYM

Jo6po noxanoBaTh B AOCKypryM
I'masa 1:«B mouckax CIIOKOUCTBUSI»

[Moprai, cocTosAmuMi U3 MyJILCUPYIOLIETO YEPHOTO JIbIMa M MEPLAIOIINX TPOCBETOB OPOH3BI U
Me/IM 3aKpy kUi nepes IxpocoM. MHON Mup HaKOHel| MPOSIBUICS, OTKpbIBas MyTh. OH YETKO 3Hal,
YTO €ro TaM XkJET, HO 3TO HU CKOJIbKO HE OCTaHaB/IMBajo ero. Hu ronogHoe 3Bepbe, HU XUIIHbIE
pacTeHusi, ¥ MPOYXe OMACHOCTH TOM CTOPOHBI HE MOTJIM COMTH €T0 C MyTH.

DXpOc MIarHyJ1 Brepe;.

UepHble, MPOHU3aHHbIE PHIKMMH BCIIECKAMH ME/IX KJIyObl I'YCTOTO AbIMa OOBOJIOKJIU €70 TeJIO.
OH 11yOOKO BIOXHYJI, UyBCTBYSl BHE3AIHYIO JIETKOCTh, Jake HE CMOTPSI Ha TSDKEJNBIN PIOK3aK, 4ToO
naBui Ha tuieyd. Chenas elle 1iar, OH 3aKpbll I71a3a ¥ HEBOJIBHO OIYCTHMJICSI Ha KOJIEHU — MEpeXol
HayaJCs.

Pazpasics npoHU3BIBAIOIIHIA I'YJ1, OT KOTOPOTO 3aJI0KUIIO yid. M3 Hoca moTek ia cTpyiKa KpoB.
DXpoc YyBCTBOBANI cebs Tak, OYATO OH MajaeT B OECKOHEUHYIO MYCTOTY, HO 3TO OIIyIleHHe ObLIO
JIETKUM U Jlake npusiTHhIM. Koria Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCh, OH OTKPBLUT I71a3a. JpIM paccesiics.

DXpoc caesiai NePBbIi BIOX HA JPYror CTOPOHE.

TummHy TEMHOTO, TYCTOTO Jieca HapyIIaIy JIUIIb HE3HAKOMBIE MECHU 3[IEITHUX NTHUII, & B BO3-
JyXe BUTAJ CJIA/IKOBATHIN apoMat BETOB. OH MOTHSIICS C KOJIEH, TEJIO BCE eIlle MEJIKO JIPOKaJio oce
nepexona. Bpemenu Ha oTpix He ObU10. JOCTaB M3 PIOK3aKa TOMOP U CIIMYKH, OH OBICTPO COOPYAMIT
BPEMEHHOE YKPBITHE U Pa3Bell KOCTep.

OroHb 0TOpackIBaIO OJIMKY HA €r0 HAIPSHKEHHOE JIMII0. DX POC BCe BCIOMUHA APYTa, YTO OCTa-
BUJI €r0 HAa CAMOM I1OpOTe.

— JIpyr Mo, *kaJjib, 4TO Thl CEYAC HE CO MHOM, — MPOIIENTa] OH OHUKIIIUM T'OJIOCOM.

OH 10 KpoBH 3aKycwJI ry0y, B IJ1a3ax 3acTbijia 0071b. BocmOMUHAHW S HAXJIBIHYJIA BOJTHOM: BOT
OH HaxonmuT OneHOe Teso. MpIcu ObUTM TPOMKHMMHU U KPYKUJIMCh CJIOBHO BUHWJIOBAS TUIACTUHKA B
MPOUTphIBaTesie, KapThHa rUOeN 3aCThiIa Miepe/l I1a3aMu, CTIelpeHHas KPacHBIM, CJIOBHO Ha Kap-
TUHY IJIECHYJIM Kpackou. B rojiose, CIOBHO HaBs34UMBask MEJIOIMSI, 3a3By4aId CTPOKU OCTABJIEHHOM
3aIMCKU, 3QJIUTON OarpsHIieM. B maMsaTH mocpimaics pe3Kuil MeTalTMIeCKUi 3arax 1 To, Kak oTJa-
SITHHO OH TIPIIKAJICS K YK€ XOJIOJHOM ITiee, MBITasCh HAIIyTaTh MYJIbC, KOTOPOro, KOHEUHO, He OBLIO.

B BHCKax HEBBHIHOCUMO 3a0UJ10.

OH J10CTaJT 3aIMCKy U3 PIOK3aKa, HO OYKBBI pacIUIbIBAIUCH niepe] r1azamu. Cuil IpovYuTaTh ee
errie pa3 He ObUI0. [Iposkariiei pykoit DXpoc OpOCHII CJIOKESHHBIN JIUCTOK B MacTh riiameHu. Habmonas,
Kak Oymara CheXHBAaeTCsl, YepHEeT U, MPEBPATHBIIKCH B TIETIeNl, paCTBOPSIETCS] B HOYHOM BETpe, OH
HAKOHEIl CMOT' HEMHOT'O YCTIOKOUTBCS.
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Imsansa Ha ucyesaommue ciaebl MPOIUIOro, OH BCIYX MOKJISUICS OOJbIIEe HE MPHUBSI3BIBATHCS
K JIOAsM, 4TOOBl HUKOTJa OOJIbIIe HE MCIBITBIBATH MyUMTENIbHYIO O0Nb mpornanus. Emy xorenoch
HaBCerJa NepecTarb MPOCHINAThCS C OCO3HAHUEM CEPOCTH U TATOCTU OIMHAKOBBIX, CJIOBHO KUPIUYH,
aHeit ero xu3Hu. OT 3TON yAyIIAIIEend PyTHHBI OH M OeKajl B 9TOT HEU3BEAAHHBIN M OTIACHBIN MUP.
3pech, OH OTYAsIHHO, HECMOTPsI HU Ha 4TO, HaJesyicss OOpeCTH MOKOW 1 CBOOOAY.

DXpoc 3aCThL, MOTPYKEHHBIN B pa3lyMbs O CBOEM IoOere, Kak BAPYr KpaeM Ijla3a 3aMeTuI
YTO-TO HEJAJHOE. DTO ObLT HE ITPOCTO IIOPOX — caMa TUIIMHA BOKPYT M3MEHMIIACh, CTaJIa CIIUIIKOM
TUIOTHOM, XOJIOJHOW U 3710BelIell. BHYTpH UTO-TO OTYassHHO KpHUYasid 00 OMACHOCTH, CMEITUBASICh C
ydactuBIMucs mysascom. Cepate 0110 o pedpa, OTIaBasCh IYJKUM 9XOM B yIIax.

OH pe3Ko MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY IIOPOXA.

B TeMeHu HOUM ropeu JBa roJIONHBIX CBETAIIMXCS Tia3a. VI3 TeHn MeJIeHHO BhIIIUIA KPYyITHAsI
KOIIIKA Ha HEeCTECTBEHHO JUTMHHBIX, KIJIMCTBIX Jianax. Ee mepceTh, OTMBaioIas BiaxHbIM OJIECKOM
rpacura, OblJ1a pacliicaHa CTPAaHHBIM Y30POM: YTOJIBHO-YEPHBIE CTPEJIKH TSHY/IUCH BIIOJIb TO3BOHOY-
HMKAa M CXOIMJIMCH Y TJ1a3, OYATO yKa3blBasl XMITHUKY Ha 11e/1b. JKuBasi TeHb, CO3JaHHAS [Tl CTPEMHU-
TEJIbHOTO YOUICTBA, YTO MPUKABILIHCH K 3eMJIe, TUXO MOAOUpaach K J0ObIYe.

Bce npoun3onuio 3a ceKyHIBl.

CJ0BHO BbINyILIEHHAs MPYKMHA, KOLIKA METHYJIACh BIIEPed. DXPOC MHCTUHKTUBHO B3MAXHYJI
TONOPOM. JIe3BUE ¢ XpyCTOM BOH3UJIOCH B JITTMHHYIO JIAITy TBAPH, HO U €€ KOI'TU YCIIEJIM PACIIOPOTh EMY
rpyab. JKrydast 60mb nponsuia tesno. Koika, He 3aMeisisich, BIIWIACH KJIBIKAMH B PYKY, KOTOPOM
DXpOoc MOMBITAJICS MPUKPHITH 1Iel0. [opssyasi, BsA3Kas KpOBb OpbI3HY/IA B JIMIIO, 3AJTMBAs I71a3a.

CobpaB ocTaTK¥ CHI, OH C CHJION BJIapyJI TOIIOPUILIEM [0 MOpJIE 3Beps1, OTIIBBIPHYB €I0 POUb.

BckounB Ha HOTH, DXPOC yBUZEIN, KaK 3BEpIOra, pblua OT SPOCTU U OOJIM, TOTOBUTCSI K HOBOMY
MPBIKKY Y camMoro Koctpa. OIHUM TSKeJIbIM MTMHKOM OH OTIPAaBHUJI TBaph MPsIMO B OyHIYIOIIUI Ha
BETPY OrOHb. BO3/1yX TYT ke 3aloHIMII 3amax MajeHOH LIepCTH, pa3iaics POH3UTENbHBIN, HAIlOJ-
HEHHBII HeTepIUMOM OOJTbIO BU3T.

Ho ronoaHeiil XuIHUK 1 HE AyMall cIaBaThCsl.

OxBaueHHBIN TUIAMEHEM, OH JKUBBIM (DaKeJIOM CHOBa HAaOPOCHWIICSI Ha CBOIO KepTBY. TBapb
MOBHCIIA HA IJIedax IXpoca, ITyOOKO BOH3asl KOITH B IUIOTh. 3ajiHKE JIallbl HEUCTOBO PBAJIM KUBOT
Y HOT'H, B IOMBITKAX YJAEPKaTbCs HAa €ro Tejie. DXpoc nouatHysics. M3 rrybokux nopesos xJjecraia

KpoBb. CHJI cOPOCHTH OZIEPKUMYIO TOJIONIOM TBaph yke HE OCTaJIOCh.

BeccumbHbIi, OH pyxXHYJT Ha 3eMJTIO, B OKUIAHUH MIOCJIEHET0 YKyca. YCTaBIIUNA PHIK MPO3BYYas
y camoro yxa. Ilacte nepes JunomM packpbuiach.

DX POc 3aKPbLI I1a3a. MBICTHM MSTKO IeJIeHaIa ThMa, a 00J1b, 00XKHUTaIas TeJI0, HavaJla IMocTe-
MEHHO CTUXaTh. B KOHEYHOM UTOTE ero CO3HaHUE MPOCTO CAAIOCH MepecTaB OOPOTHCs 3a KU3Hb.

I'naBa 2:«IIpaBuia Mupa»
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Paszym ObUT yTSHYT B COH — BSI3KUIM M XOJIOAHBIN COH.

9XpOC YYBCTBOBAJI TCIUILIC ITIPUKOCHOBEHUSA K paHaM. Ka3anoc1;, YTO XUIIHHUK ITPOCTO Ha4dall
CBOIO 3aCJTyKEeHHYIO Tparie3y, Ho 00J1v He ObL10. MBIC/IH 3aTMWIT HU3KUI JaBsIui ry/1. EMy oTuasHHO
XOTeJIOCh MTPOCHYTHCS, BE/lb CHAPYKU TEJIEHBI I'yJla U CHa OH YyBCTBOBAJI, Kak €ro Kyzaa-To tamar. OH
npeacTaBuji, 4To KACT €ro AajbllC, U KEJIAHNE HAKOHC BbIPBATHCA U3 9TOI0 HACHUJIBHOI'O 3a6bITbH
CTaJI0 HEBBIHOCUMBIM.

B MBICIISIX OMIIOCH TOJIBKO OJHO KEJIAHUE: «KUTh».

W3 pa3za B pa3 oH nmpencTaBiisil, Kak XUIIHUK TAlIUT €T0 B CBOE JIOrOBO. Kak oCTpble KJIbIKU
BITMBAIOTCS B €ro 0e33aIUTHYIO IJI0Th. Kak 310 OyaeT oT3hIBaThCsl pa3phIBaIOIIEH, Krydei U CUIbHOM
00J1bI0. DTH MBICTH Pa3beJaN €r0 U3HYTPH, Pa3kurast MaHuKy.

I'yn B ronose ycunuics.

Bort xumHuk pe3ko nomaercsi Ha3aj v ¢ BJIaXHBIM XPYCTOM BBIPBIBAET U3 €r0 TeJla KYCOK Msica,
C KOTOPOTO CTeKaeT OarpsiHell. B MbIC/ISIX OH OTYasiHHO BOMUT OT OOJIM — BCceoObeMITIONIeH 00,
Krydeil v cuiibHOU Oosu. TyT ke BCIIBIXHYJIA MBICIIb O JOJATOTE Tpamnesbl u 00 aronnu. HeBeposiTHO
J0JITOM arOHKY, YTO CTAHET eMy MBITKOM ITOKA XUIIHUK C HaCJIaXEHUEM KPET ero 0e33alUTHOE TeJO.
OH 110 yxaca, 10 6€33ByYHOr0 UCTOIIHO HO KPUKA, OOSIICS CKBO3b 3TOT COH MOYYBCTBOBATh OOJIb.

MBpicu cranu MeTaTbes, Kak NTULB B KJIETKe. B cO3HaHMM BCIIBIXMBAJIM BUAbI U3YpPOAOBaH-
HOTO, roefieHHoro Tena. Ero Tena. M3 rmy0OKMX paH KOTOPOTO My/IbCUPYIOIIMMU TOTYKAMU TeyeT
rycrasi KpoBb, IPONUTHIBAIOLIAS OCTATKHU €r0 ONEXKIbl. A psJOM — XUILHUK, YTO KaJHO U HETOPOII-
JIMBO, HACIAXKAASCH KAXKIBIM YKYCOM, TIOKUPAET €ro IUIOTh, He 3a0bIBasi CIM3BIBATH KPOBb C KOXH.

W3mydeHHbI COOCTBEHHBII CO3HAHMEM, OH CKBO3b COH OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3a[pOXKayd
TMAJTbLIBL.

HaxkoHell oH HEeMHOTo IPUOTKPBLT I71a3a.

Beku Obutn TsKETBIME. XUITHUKA PSAIOM He ObUIO, & paHbl, YTO MTHOBEHHE Ha3a/1 U3Bepraiu
KPOBb, UCUE3]TH, OCTABUB TIOCJIE ceOs JIUIIb MyUYUTETbHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHMUS.

DXpoc UyBCTBOBAN ceOs1 KpaiiHe c1a00, Co3HaHHWe Bce elle Obulo B monyopedy. Bokpyr oH
yBUJIET KaKkue-To (proseToBbie, OyATO HAPUCOBAHHBIE MPSIMO B BO3/yXe, I71a3a. Bce OHM MmpucTanbHO
CMOTpEJIH MPSIMO Ha HEro, OTYEro 4yBCTBOBAJIACH TsKeCTh. HEMHOro MoBepHYB roJIoBY, OH yBU/IEIN
urypy, ubM Kpblibst IEpEKpbIBAIA eMy cBeT. Ha 9ToM ero 3peHue 3aTMUIIO TEHSIMH, TSIKENbIE BEKH
3aKpbUIHCh, & CO3HAHUE CHOBA MOTPY3HJIOCh BO ThMY.

Korpa ero ria3a BHOBb OTKPBUIMCH, 00pa3bl (PMOJIETOBBIX IJIa3 UCUE3JIH, BCIIe ] 32 HUMH U KPbI-
naras ¢urypa Toxe mporania.

EnBa nogHsBIIMCH, DXpoc 0OHAPYKUT ceOs B JecHOH riymu. Kpyrom BeicUIach HEITPEeKJIOH-
Hasl CTeHa U3 HeBUJIaHHBIX JiepeBbeB. HeycTaHHO 1iest 10k /1b, CMbIBasi KPOBABBIM CJI€[l, UTO MOT CTaTh
eMy Joporoit o0paTHo. OTuasiHIe TSKEIbIM IPy30M HaJIaBUJIO Ha pasyM. Ho oH B3 ce0s B pyKH.
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HetoporiBeiM pa3MepeHHBIM U OCTOPOKHBIM IT1aroM, BIJISABIBASCH B KaXIBII KYCT U B3[Ipa-
rUBasi Ha JIIOOOM MIOPOX, IXPOC ToMIes Brepel. ITOT MUP YAUBIISI CBOSH NPUPOION: HA IyTH eMy
TO U JIEJIO TOMAAJINCh PACTEHUsI, KOUX B BEPXHEM MHpPE YBUIETh Obl TOUHO He yaasiock. [TouBa mos
HOTaMU T10 MyTH MEeHslIa 1BET, NiepeTekasi U3 MPUBBIYHON 3eJICHU B MATHA YTOJbHO-YEPHOM, JIbIM-
4aTo-0eJIof U TYCKJIO-JIAaTYHHOU TpaBbl. B 3TOl CTpaHHON MOJACTUIIKE MOKJIM TUKOBUHHBIE OYyTOHBI
Me/THBIX OTTEHKOB.

Bpemenamu Ixpoc 3amupalt, 3aBopoxkeHHbIN JaHamagToM. OrpomMHbIe Oebie IepeBbs, Ucce-
YCHHBIC BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU Y€PHBIMU I1OJIOCAMU OT KOpHeﬁ OO0 caMbIX KOHYUKOB BeTBeﬁ, yMEJIN 1104
KaruTssMM JTOXK1s1 TSKEJIOM JIATYHHOU JIMCTBOU. PsiIoM ¢ HUMU MpayHO NeperuieTauch JI03bl IPYyTux,
YTOJIbHO-YEPHBIX TUTAHTOB C TBEPAOH KOpOoil. B MX IpeBecuHy, CJIOBHO Karljid CMOJIBI, ObUTH BKpaI-
JICHbI TCMHO-AHTAPHBIC KWUJIbI, 6y,IITO MUTAIOIWE KPYIHBIC CBETAINMUECA LBETHI TOIO JKC HIBETA. Ha
9THX XK€ YePHBIX MeperieTeHUsIX 3peii YAUBUTEbHbIE TUIOAB — OPEXU pa3sMepoM C HEeOOJIBIIYIO
MUCKY, YKyTaHHbIE B 3aIIUTHYIO OPOHIO U3 TAKUX K€ KECTKUX, CPYUEHHBIX JIO3.

[en on pocratouHo gonro. YacoB He ObUIO, U U3-32 STOTO BpeMsl B TOJIOBE MOTEKJIO IO CBO-
eMy COOCTBEHHOMY, pBAHOMY PUTMY. B pa3mbIIIUIeHUSIX O CBOEH 3JIOMONYyYHOH yaade DXpoc BAPYT
3aMETHJI MEX TOJIOCAThIX OEJIbIX CTBOJIOB CMYTHBIM CHJTY3T. 3aMepeB, OH OCTOPOXHO BBHITJISTHY.T U3~
3a Jepesa.

HesnakoMmer BUPTYO3HO KOHIJIMPOBAJT KAPTAMU MPSIMO B BO3/1yXe — 3peJIuIle ObUIO CTPAHHBIM
1 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIVM.

IXpoc nojascs Brepen, YToObl pacCMOTPETh (POKYC MOITyYIle, Kak BAPYT OIHA U3 KapT CO CBU-
CTOM BOH3MJIaCh B CTBOJI B [Tap€ CAHTUMETPOB OT €ro rososbl. ClieoM elle oJHa 3aMepiia y caMoro
ero Hoca. OHa OBICTPO KPyTaHyJ1ach B BO3yXe, CIOBHO U3yYasi TOCTSI, U MOCITYIIHO OTJIeTeNNa 00OpaTHO
K BJIQJIEJIBITY.

— TlocnonuH, KoM XeaeTe HAOMIOAATh, TAaK BBIXOAUTE, He OOUTECh! — BBHIKPUKHYJ MYKUMHA.

Dxpoc HexoTs nokaza cedst. CoOpaB KapThl B KOJIOLY, HE3HAKOMEIT ITOOIIIeT OJIMKe U IIIUPOKO
YIBIOHYJICS:

— 3napasctByiite! Buky, Bbl HegaBHO nonany B AOCKypryM, pa3 ¢ TAKUM YIUBJIEHHEM CMOT-
pute Ha 3(UpHUTA.

IXpoc HEPBHO CIIOTHYI. [lepBblii BCTpEYHBIN B 3TOM MHpe — U siBHO Oe3ymell. [lanuka eme
HE YTHXJIa, XOTsI HE3HAKOMEII BHIIJISIZIEN CKOpee KOMUYHO, YeM YIpOKaIoIle — Ha ero KOTelke, ooep-
HYTOM aJIOM JIEHTOM, NOKaYMBAJIUCh /1Ba 30JIOTUCTBIX I1€Pa, KOTOPbIE P KaKIO0M JABUKEHUU HEPBHO
MO/IparuBaJv, CJIOBHO uBble. CIOPTYK, CIUIOLIb MOKPBITHIA XaOTUYHOU BSA3bIO (PHUOJIETOBBIX Y30POB
Y KapTOuHbIX MacTeil. MI3-1o pykaBoB MoOIeCKMBaIM YepHbIe KOXKaHbIe MepYaTKy, a U3-1oj1 oI —
TEMHO-(PUONETOBBIN KIJeT. JIIo ero BeH4a I OCTpo 3aTOYEHHbIE YCbI U OOpPOJIKa HEeCTECTBEHHOTO
KPacHOTO I[BETa, KOTOpbIe JAeJalIH ero YIbIOKY XUIITHON U HEYMECTHOM.

— AX, rae Mou MaHepbl... [I03BOJIbTE MPEACTaBUTHCS, — OH U3SIIHO CHSJI KOTeJIOK. — Kacryc.
Takoii xe nonaganel, Kak v Bbl. U, noxaiyii, eIMHCTBEHHBIN Balll IIIAaHC HE CTUHYTh B 3TOM JieCy.

S1 oueHb paj HaleMy 3HAaKOMCTBY.

[NepecunuB poOOCTh U CTPax, DXPOC MPOTAHYI PYKY:
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— 9xpoc. BzaumHo.
Kacryc okuHy ero BHUMATeIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM (DHOJIETOBBIX IJ1a3 M BAPYT OCEKCSI.

— AX, npoctute, rocrionud! He npusHan Opara o kposu. Bel Beap Toxe 3¢pupHUT! — OH
U3SIIHO MOKJIOHWJICS, TIPUKAB ILIAIY K [PYIU.

— Kak BHI... — Haua O6b110 IXpoc, Ho Kactyc Msrko nepedu ero:

— Bamm rnaza — meprianue Meau Ha (poHe YEpHOTBHI, U TpUYecKa. Y OObIYHBIX JIIO/IEH BOIOCHI
HE HAIIOMUHAIOT HOYHOM KOCMOC C POCCHINBIO Oebix 3Be311. K ToMy ke st 4yBCTBYIO Batll ¢pup.

3aBuzieB y coOecelHUKAa CMECh YIUBJICHHUS U TTyOOKOTO 3aMelaTe/ibCcTBa, Oe3yMHBIN (poKyc-
HUK TPOTSHYJ eMy 3epKajbiie. CTOMI0 DXpocy OCMOTPETh CBOM I71a3a B OTPaKEHMH, KaK ero pyka
APOTHYJIA, U 3ePKaJIbLIE BBIMAJIO, KOHEYHO e, pa30UBIIKCh Ha OCKOJIKHU.

— Buky, rocriofiviH, Bl yauBiieHbL. [Ipr3HAIOCH, s TOKe ObLT YIUBIIEH, KOTJA, KaK | BbI, TOJIBKO
no3Has 3(pup B CBOEH KPOBU. — 3aMeTHB Peakinio coOeceIHNKa Ha pa30duToe 3epKasibiie, 6e3ymerl
C HaUTPAHHOW JOCca/IoN MpousHec: — AX, nocaaa. Ho He crpaiiiHo, 3T0 e BCEero JIMIb 3epKaJibiie.
Her noBopna 1 Batero 6eCrokoncTsa, Xpoc.

He Bepst oTpaxkenuio, IXpoc OBICTPO CXBATHIICS 32 OCKOJIOK 3€PKaJIblIa, U OH, OTAABIIUCH KTY-
Yeir O0JTBI0, TTope3al eMy pyKy. BMecTo MpuBBIYHOM eMy ajloll KpOBH C PYKH CTajia CTEKaTh Melb.
CJI0BHO 3aBOPOKEHHBIN, DXPOC CMOTPES HA PhIKUIA KUJKUNA METAJUI, KalalolUid Ha TEMHYIO 3eMJTIO.

JocTaB u3 KapmaHa I1aToK, Kactyc crento npuioxaln ero K pyke dxpoca.

— He Oyny crioputh, BBIIISAUT KPACUBO, HO BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI JTIOOOBATHCS, TPUKMUTE I1J1a-
TOK CHJIbHEe. 3arax KpoBH CJIOBHO MPUIJIALIIEHNe Ha Y)KUH /IS 3[IEITHEro 3Bepbs. [lymaio, Ham cTouT
yxoqutsb. [IporigemMre e co MHOM.

— Tlouemy menp? — rIyxo copocuil DXpoc, eBa nocnepast 3a (POKYCHUKOM.

—_— OX, T'OCIIOOVH, HE HYTaﬁTC KpOBb C METAJIJIOM, OHHU ITOXOXHU TOJIBKO IO LBETY, — OTBETHUJI
Kacryc, He o0opaunBasice.

Jopora Oblia BUTHEBATO; MECTAMU Ka3aJloch, uyTo Kactyc v cam He 3HaeT, Kyaa ujaer. 3ByKH
Jieca BOKPYT CTaJIM Ka3aTbCsl TPOMYE: BOT OH YCJIBIILIAN XJIONOT KPbUILEB MTHULIBI, CYXOi XPYCT BETKU
1033/l W CIENTHbINA, e[Ba CIBIIHBIA, TornoT. Korma oH oOepHy/cs, TO 3aMeTH B KycTax ObICTpoe
JIBUKEHUE.

— 3a Ham¥ KTO-TO HaOMmogaeT, — OCTOPOXKHO CKazajl DXpoc.

Kacryc MenbkoM OcMOTpeJicsi U BbIHEC CBOW BEPIIUKT:

— Kasxercs, Bbl ipaBbl. [lymalo, BaM CTOUT Jiepkarhbest Onvke Ko MHe. Ceiiuac Ha4HeTcs moy !
— paJIOCTHO Mpou3Hec 6e3yMHbIN (DOKYCHUK, JOCTAB KapThl U3 PYKOBA.
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W3 KycTOB ¢ IMKMM PEeBOM Ha HUX HaOpOCWJIach TPOMKA 3BEpel, SIBHO JKEJAIOIIMX MOJIAKO-
MUTBCSI OPOASTIUMU 10 Jiecy ImyTHUKamMu. OcKaivB B Oe3yMHOM yJIbIOKe poBHBIE OeJtbie 3yOnl, KacTyc
OJIHUM PE3KMM B3MaxOM KHCTH pa3BepHY.I KOJIOLY IIUPOKUM BeepoM. KapThl, CIOBHO My, co CBH-
CTOM YCTPEMWJIUCH B 11eJTb, OCTABJISISA 32 COOOM y30puaThlil TEeMHO-(DHOJIETOBBIN clie]]. BoruepunBas
B BO3JIyXe 3aMBICIIOBATHIE Y30Pbl, KaXJas KapTa MoJjJ0coBaja IIOTh U CyXOXKMIIMSI BEIOMBIX TOIOAOM
3Bepeit. Crblimasicst O0JIe3HEHHBIN BU3T U CKyJIek. B BO3ayxe BUTAIT 3amax MeTalla.

— TNocnioguu Dxpoc, cMoTpuTe BHUMateabHee! DToT hokyc OyaeT ObICTPBIM U 3aBOPaKUBAIO-
mum! — npousHec Kactyc, Korja nocieaHsst OKpoBaBJieHHAs KapTa HOCTYIIHO IpujieTena 00paTHO
B €r0 JIa/IOHb.

KOF)IEI KaCTyc MOAKHUHYJ TpHU KapTbl B BO30YyX, OHH MOJIHUEHOCHO ITOJICTCJIM B HallaJaBIIHX,
IIO6I/IB HUCKAJICUYEHHBIX XXNBOTHBIX.

— KpacuBo... — BBIIOXHYJ IDXpoc, AAs, Kak (PUOIETOBOE CUSIHUE KapT TaCHET B pyKax
(pokycHuka.
— Dra KpacoTta TpeOyeT OIbITa, KEePTB M 3(PUpa, rOCMOANH, — CMaxuBasi KPOBb C KOJIOJH,

pou3Hec (POKYCHUK. — B pykKax 3Toro AMKOro u MpekpacHOro Mupa kepTBOM Yallle BCETO CTaHO-
BUTCS ITyTHUK, 3ACMOTPEBIIMICS Ha KPACOTHI ero. Tak 4To OyabTe OCTOPOXKHBI.

Kactyc m3man KOpoTKui 37100HBIN CMEIOK, OT KOTOPOro xpocy craio He no cede. OcTas-
IIAIACS TYTh JO TIPUCTAHUITA OH I1IeT MOTYa. MHOXeCTBO BOIPOCOB KPYTUJIOCH B TOJIOBE, HO 3a/1aTh
MX OH HE OCMEJIMBAJICS] — €ro myrayo 6e3ymue (hOKyCHUKA.

— Y0 Xe, TOCHOAVH, Mbl TPUIILTA! — pagocTHO coooum Kacryc.

OH ykazan Ha HeOOJBILON IATep, BBIIIUTHINA TAKMMH XK€ Y30paMH, YTO U ero ClopTyK. CTosit
OH MIPSIMO Ha MOJISIHE, B TYCTBIX 3apOCISAX YEPHBIX ATOM.

«Byaro B 1upk npuexam, — npoOyOHII DXPOC MOJ HOC.

— A 3T0 1 ecTh MOM MaJIeHbKUM ITUPK ! — pasiocTHo npousHec Kacryc. — 3axoaure ke ckopee,
JIOPOroil TOCTh!

Bormnpeku oxuganusM Ixpoca, BHYTPH IIATep OKa3aJics BIOJIHE OObIYHBIM. HUKakuX mpudys
WIA aHOMaJIMK Bpojie OeCKOHEYHBIX KOPUIOPOB WM MOAOOHOrO He ObLII0 — JIMIb TYCTOW 3arax
YHMCTOM TKAaHH, TOTUICHOTO BOCKA M CYIIeHBIX TpaB. B 1ieHTpe cTosT HeOOBINON epeBIHHBIN CTOMK
CO CTY/IbSIMU, HUKAKWX M3JIMIIECTB B HUX HE ObLJIO, HA Y30pOB, HU KPACKH, JIUIIIb YUCTOE JAEPEBO.
Ha 3actaBieHHOH CTOJICIITHUIIE TeCHWIUCh METAJUIMIECKHe KPYXKKH, Tapa BOIICHBIX MENIOYKOB U
TMOJICBEYHHUK C OCTaTKAMU CBEY, Yel BOCK yXKe YCIIelT 3aCThITh Ha HOXKKe. B yrojike 1oTuiach Takas xe
MpOCTast, Kak M CTOJ, HeOOJIbIask KPOBATh CO COMTHIM KOBPHKOM Yy MOAHOXKbs. Ho Gosbilice BHUMaHME
Dxpoca MPUBJIEKJIH KYCT MOJTHBIN SATOJ, MPSMO MOCPE/IU IIATPa U YIJIM KOCTPa, HaJl KOTOPHIMA MUPHO
BUCEJT YalTHUK.

— Jloporoii rocTb, MpolLy, IpUCcCakKUBaUTECh, CEYac 51 HAJIbIO HaM 4asi, — MPeAIoKUI (POKycC-
HUK, OTOJBHIasi CTyJ. — 3Haere, 3/iech ObIBACT JOBOJILHO OJMHOKO. §I Jake KpOIvKa W3 ILISATIbI
JOCTaTh HE MOTY. ..
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DXpoc mpucell, 4YyBCTBYs 00JIb B Tejle, BEPOSATHO, OT ycTanoctu. [lope3 Ha JlaJjoHn 3aTsHyJIcs
TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBOM KOPKOI1 — MoX0xke, 3¢pupoM. [Tociie cMeHs! 11BeTa I71a3 M IPUYECKU 3TO €ro Majio
YOUBUJIO.

Yaii, yto npunec Kactyc, ObUT YepHBIM Kak yrojb U MCTOYAJ 3aMETHBIN 1uteiid napa. Pa3 on
CJIQJIOCTHBIM apOMAaTOM JIMKMX LIBETOB W TEPIKOU SKOTIHO-IIUTPYCOBON KUCIMHKOW. CTOWIIO emy
XJIEOHYTh, KaK MPSIHBIA BKYC ¥ IIBETOYHOE MOCIEBKYCHE POOYAUIM B HEM BOCIIOMUHAHHMS O TTOXO-
nax ¢ dugeneM — TeM eIMHCTBEHHbBIM, YTO MO-HACTOSAILIEMY PaIoBaJIo DXpoca B CEPOCTH MPEKHEN
*u3HU. Kaxplii ero geHp OblT B TOYHOCTH MOXO0XK Ha MPEAbIIyIIHUii: OIbeM Ha paccBeTe, HeOmaro-
JapHBIA TPY/ 32 IPOLIH U U3HYpsiomas pytuHa. Y mumb Bpemst ¢ PujesneM paz0aBIisiio 3TOT Cephlit
XOJICT €T0 )KU3HU SIPKUMHU KPacKaMu.

OH CJIOBHO Ha MUT CHOBa OKa3aJicsl TaM, Y KOCcTpa. PaHbllle 3TH BOCIIOMUHAHKS COTPEBAJIU €ro
TEIJIOTON W YIOTOM, HO TeTleph ke HEeCJIH JIUIIIb XOJIO U CKOpOb. EMy BCIIOMHMIIOCH TO MPEKpacHoe
BpeMsi, KOT/ia OHH, CUJISI TTOJ] OECKpaifHIM 3BE3/IHBIM HEOOM, MEUTaIi OCBOOOIUTHCS OT THETa MUPA,
e OHU OBbLITH JIWIIb IECTePEHKAMI.

— 310T MUDP JaBHO CJIOMaH, SXpOC, M3 HETO BhINIAJAI0T MECTECPEHKHU, U 9TU IECTCPEHKU — MBI.

dupens ObUT CTapIlie BCETO HAa TPU TOfa, U 3a CBOM JBAAIATh TPU IOfa KM3HU y HETO YKe
MOSIBUJIACh TIPSAIb CEIbIX BOJIOC — KaK 3HAK MEPEKUTOro. 3a Bce BpeMsl, YTO OHU BMECTE XOIWU/IM B
OXOJIbl, OH HAy4HJI DXpOca MHOTOMY, HO CAMbIM IJIABHBIM OBLJIO YMEHHUE TEPIIETh, XPAHUTD HAJICHK Ty
Y HHUKOT/Ia He caaBaThes. [[iist Hero oH ObLI HE IPOCTO JPYrOM, HO M HACTABHUKOM: CTPOTMM U Tpe-
OoBaTeIbHBIM, HO TIOPOU Yepecuyp 3a00TIUBBIM.

B tummne marpa 9xpoc BAPYT BCHOMHII, KaK JIMXOPAJA0YHO OecTenu r1a3a Apyra, Korjaa Tot
AaBaJ rociie[jHee oOelaHre, 3alyM4MBO MOIJISA/IBIBAS HA TUIaMsl TACHYILIEro KOCTpa.

— 4 naiinmy BeIXOz, oOeriao. TombKo MOMHM: KOria Oy/Ielib YXOOUTh, He OTJIsIbIBACS Ha TIPO-
1II0e, MHa4Ye HaYHellb JIOMAThCS. A eClIv TH yXKe CJIOMaH, TO JIaXke MHOW MUp TeOe He TIOMOXKET.

Tomnbko certyac, moj CTyK HayaBIIErocs: JOXK/Isl, DXPOC MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY OCO3HAI CMbICIT STUX
cioB. EMy craso sicHo, nouemy dujesb ocTaBuI €ro UMEHHO TOTIa — Ha CaMOM MOpore.

— Jloporo#i roctb, uto ¢ Bamu? Bbl ke ceiluac yalky pasaaBuTte!

Heoxupannsiil okpuk Kacryca BeipBasl Dxpoca u3 oneneHeHus Tskenblx ayMm. OH B31por-
HyJl. Ero pyku 1o Gelu3HBI KOCTSIIEK, CJIOBHO THCKU, CXUMaid ¢apdopoByio damky. POKycHUK
TOZ1AJICS BIIEPE]], YIMBILIMCH B DXPOCa BHUMATEJIBbHBIM B3[JISIIOM CBOUX (PHOJIETOBBIX 1a3. OH 0XKU-
aajt otBera. poxkaluMu pyKaMu rocTb BEPHYIT YallKy Ha CTOJI, HEMHOT'O pacIlIeCKaB COIEPKUMOE.
Barsaa 3acTunany HEBOJIBHO MOSIBUBIIMECS ClIE3bl, KOTOPBIE OH IMOCIEIIHO BHITEP PYKOBOM, HO 3TO
Juiib noporpeno uarepec Kacryca.

— TocroguH, 4TO e BB TaKk MOTYCKHENW, CJIOBHO SpKas KapTWHA, KOTOPYI 3a0bLTH Ha
conHile? — (POKYCHUK 3alyMYMBO TOIMPABWJI OCTPHIN yc. — Bbl ke Bce-Taku B 1upke! 31ech He

MECTO I'PYCTH U MEYaIH.

CrenaB riyOOKUH B3/I0X, DXPOC HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS:
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— IIpocrure. d HEMHOTrO 3aAyMAJICA O TPOLIOM. ..

3abpaB co cTosa KapThl, KacTyc HETOPOIUIMBO MPOIIES K BBIXOIY U KECTOM MPHIIACKIT TOCTSI
¢ cO0O01.

— 4 nonnmaro Bac. CyacTiIMBOE MPOIIIOE TaK ¥ MaHUT BEPHYThCS, 0OeIas MOKOM, a MOXeT,
Jaxe M yTepssHHOE CUacThe, KOero HeT B 3ToM OoJbHOM HactosiiieM. Ho kakux (pokycoB HU TBOPH,
TyJla HE BEPHYTHCH.

OH NpUBBIYHO CTaJI TACOBATh KOJIOY, M CYXOU LIEJIECT KapT 3By4aJl B YHUCOH C €r0 CJIOBaMH.

— TMomymaiite myurie o OymymieM. Kak Obl Bl HU ronaiy B AOCKYpUyM, pa3Be 3TO He IaHc?
IMTanc mavath CO3JaBaTb HOBBIC MPEKPACHBIC BOCIIOMUHAHHWA, YTO IIEPEKPOIOT BCIO 00JIb MMPpOHIJIBIX
1oTeps?

Korma oHu BBHIIIUIH, HA YJIUIIE BCE eIlle MOPOCHIT JIOXK/Tb. B Karisx ero BuaHa Obuia (huoneToBast
JbIMKa — OYyJTO cama 3eMJIsl UCTeKasla SHepPruei, KOTOPYIO TTPO3BAIIH 3/1eCh I(PUPOM.

— Buaure, rocniogun? 3aBopaxuBaer, npasjaa? — Kacrtyc npurtypuiicsi. — 3emiist BbIITyCKaeT
CBOIO KPOBb Ha MOBEPXHOCTb, YTOOBI KUBBIE TBAPH MOIJIH KUTh. 10O M0O0O¥, B KOM OTHBIHE Te4eT
acup, 6e3 Hero oOpeveH Ha CMepPTb.

Bouapuiace MeptBasi TviHa. Bokpyr ¢okycHHMKa B O€3yMHOM TaHIlE 3aKpPYXWJIN KapThl:
OJIHY BBICTPOMJIMCH JKUBBIM IIIUTOM Y €r0 TPy, APyTHe 3aMepIi, HAlIeIMBIIUCh KyIa-TO BIIIyOb Jieca.

— Kaxercs, j1ec ocKav KJIbIKUA U BBITYCTHI KOI'TU. 3aiiInTe, MOKaIyiCTa, B IaTep, JOPoron
rocte. B 310T yac ObITE Oele.

Ho 2xpoc He caenan Hu mary Hazana. Kactyc iumib HEOBOJIBHO IBIKHYI, KOIZA U3 KYCTOB
BBIIILJIO CYIIIECTBO, OOJIbIIE TIOXOKee Ha MEXaHUYECKOro JeMoHa. Ero Teno moKpbiBas KHUJIET, Haro-
MUHAIOIIUI YelTyl0 U3 OPOH30BBIX IIeCTepPeH, JIA3raBIIuX MpU KaxaoM apkeHnn. C Ijied CBU-
caJli Me/IHbIE LIETIOYKHU C IPy3UKaMHU, MEPHO PACKAYMBAIOITUECS, CJIOBHO MasITHUKU, OTCUMTHIBAIOIINE
MOCJIeTHAE CEKYH/IBI TIepesi O0eM.

Ha pykax BujHenMch KpacHble pyKaBa pyOaxw U MeTaJUIMYEeCKHe TepuaTKu IBeTa TeMHOU
Oponsbl. CaMoe cTpariHoe ObUIO Ha TOJIoBe: Ha OJie/THOM, cepoy Koke, MOI0OHO poraM, U3 Jida BO3-
BBIITAJINChH TUIOCKKE YepHBbIe MUHYTHBIE CTpenaku. Korga nemMoH cran mogouparbest Omke, IXpoc
Pa3IiIsiieN Ha ero pykaBax PUCYHKH YaCOBBIX CTPEJIOK M U(DP, BBHIMOIHEHHBIE OPOH30M IO IrpyOoit
KPaCHOW TKaHHU.

Kaptsl BOKpyT Oe3yMIia 3aKpy:KUIM HO-OEIIEHOMY, JlaBast HE3HAKOMILy IIOHSITh: OH FOTOB 3aIllH-
marbcs. [IpOTUBHUK yBEPEHHO IPOLIe BIiepel, U TYT DXpoc pasmiszen ero rasa. Ha adcomorHo
4YepHOM (DOHE BMECTO 3PAYKOB CHSUIM JIBE YETHIPEXJIyueBbIE 3BE3/Ibl C OEJIOCHEKHBIM LIEHTPOM U
JIATYHHOW OOBOJKOM, YbM OCTPUSI CTPEMUJIUCH K CAMBIM BEKaM.

durypa gocrasa U3 BHyTPEHHETO KapMaHa JKeJIeTa 4achl Ha LETIOUKeE.

— Bei! Bol He BepHeTe MeHs B xpaM! §l He 1103BOJTI0 BaM OCTaHOBUTh MOU Yachl! — MpOKpUYal
OH, ¥ TOJIOC €ro ObLTT CXOK CO CKPEKETOM MeTaslIa.
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Hesnakomer cynopoXHO LIETKHY/I KPBIIKOM. B TO ke MrHOBEHUe nepes 4acoBbIM JIEMOHOM
3acBepKaJl 3(PUPHBIN IUT B BU/IE OTPOMHOIO TEMHO-(PHOJIETOBOTO, AIMSAIIErOCs Hepruen nudep-
Onara.

— Hy 4r0 %, JOCTONOYTEHHBIH, BB CaMH BHIOpaM MyTh (DOKYCOB C KPOBBIO! — ¢ G€3yMHBIM
cMmexom npousHec Kactyc. — Bbl copBasu Hatlle 4yieCHOe YaeluTre, ¥ Terepb BaM MPUIETCH 3arlja-
TUTB 10 cuetaM. Hazerock, Moe KpoBaBoe Ipe/ICTaBIeHUE MPUIETCS BaMm 110 gyle!

OpnHa 3a Apyroil KapThl ¢ HEBEPOATHOM CKOPOCTBIO YCTPEMWJIMCh B Hamajasiiero. Kyiabtucr
JIMIIb MaxHYJI YacaMH, ¥ JBIMSIIIUNA AT pacIMpUICs, C TYJIOM OTOMBast aTaky Haszaj. Xpoc MrHO-
BEHHO TOHUL: JJ000BO# Hanop Kacryca ymib BiycTyio TpaTut cuiibl pokycHHUKa. HykHO neicTBo-
BaTh MHAYe.

— Kacryc, otBriekute ero! — KpukHyi1 Dxpoc, Opocasich B 00XO/.

®oKycHUK MrHOBEHHO co00pa3uit. OH oOpyIIMII TEeJbli rpaj KapT Ha MPOTUBHUKA, 3aCTaBIsIs
TOTO BJIMBaTh Bce OoJbIIe 3¢hupa B muT. XpoHO(hoO 3apsrdyai, B 3Be3/1aX €ro rJ1a3 3aMepliaia MaHuKa.
[Non naBieHWEM OH M HE 3aMeTWJI, KaKk HeCKOJbKO KapT Kacryca, onmcas ayry, 6eciryMHO 3amMepiu
y HEro 3a CIUHOMU, MPSIMO Y CAMOU 3EMJTH.

DXpoc BBUKAAI MOMEHT, Korja mudeposar, Ybi CTPeKH 0e3yMHO BpalllaJIiCh, APOTHET OT
HATUCKOM (DOKYCHUKa, U ¢ pa3zdera npbirayi1. Becem Becom oH 0Opy1msics Ha a¢puphyio 3amuty. [lurt
CIIPYKMHWUJI, 0OKUTas TEJIO CYXUM KapoM, HO TOJ] TSKECTBIO «IIOMNaIaHIIa» Ha MTHOBEHHE TPOCel.

— Ceituac! — 3aopain dxpoc.

Kacryc menknyn naneiiamu. KapTel, 3amepiive 3a CIUHOM KyJIbTUCTA, PBAHYJIMCh BIEpe],
rojicekast eMy HOrv. XpoHO(oO BCKPHUKHYJI, Tepsisi paBHOBECUE, U PYXHYJ Ha KoJieHH. Apredakt
BBICKOJTb3HYJI M3 €0 OCJIa0EeBINMX MAJTBIEB M OTJIETENN MPSMO K HoraM Dxpoca. D(UPHBINA AT MIHO-
BEHHO TI0rac.

Ho xynmsruct He caancs. C 6e3yMHBIM KPUKOM OH BBIXBATHJI JUTMHHBIA O0E€BOW HOX.
— 41 He MO3BOMIO BaM. .. 3a0paTh MOe BpeMsi! — B3BbUI OH, KHHYBIIKCh Ha DXpoca.

TOT MHCTUHKTUMBHO MOTAHYJICA K JIEKAIlMM Ha 3€MJIE YacaM, HaJIesCh IPUKPBIThCA UMH, KaK
IITATOM.

— He tponbre! Onu BeUKTYT Bac u3HyTpu! — B3pesen Kacryc.

Ho 6b110 mo311H0: DXpoc yxe nmogHsuT apredakT. B TOT ke MHUT OH MOYyBCTBOBAN, KaKk Me/lb B
ero BeHax 3akurena. Yackl OTO3BAJIMCh MEJIKOM IPOKBIO 1 skapoM. OOBIYHBIM (PUPHUTAM HE JAHO
UCTIONB30BaTh YyXkue apredakTsl Oe3HaKa3aHHO — OT OHOW JIMIIb MOMNBITKA OHU JIUIIAIUCH ObI
YyBCTB OT 3(PMPHOTO MCTOILIECHUS, Beb UyKOU IIpeAMeT cTail Obl OECIIOIIAHO BBIKUTATh UX CYTb.

Ho BOIIPECKU BCEMY, 9XPOC BoICTOSIT. OH OLIYTUJI, KaK €ro HEPIrus NpoxoauT CKBO3b MEXaHNU3M
POBHBIM TIOTOKOM, CO37aBasi Tiepe]l HUM SIPKO-KpacHbIN muT-1indepodaar. CTOWIO MeTauty HoXa
BCTPETHUTHLCS C TIPErpajion, Kak BCS MOIIb yaapa OTpa3miack 0OpaTHO ¢ yIBOSHHOU cuitoi. KimmHok
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CO CBHCTOM OTJIETEJI B Hallly, a AEMOH C METAJJIMYECKUM IPOXOTOM LIECTEPEH PYyXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO Y
MOJJHOXKUS JIepeBa.

TumumHa, BoIfapuBIIascs Mocie yaapa, Oblia nmoytu ocsszaeMon. Kacryc 3amep ¢ 3aHeceHHOi
PYKOI, ero KapThl MeJUICHHO OCBHIIIAJIMCh HA MOKpPYIO TpaBy. berery y pepeBa Tskesno, HaApHIBHO
XpuIiesl: OT HEro MCxXoaus FpOMKI/Iﬁ CKpPE€XKET, B MUHYTHLIC CTPEJIIKHM pOroB MEJIKO IOAparnBalin. B
rpyau Dxpoca CTajio HEBBIHOCUMO Keub, TeJI0 OYATO HAIMJIOCh CBUHLIOM — OH HCTIOIb30BaJT CJIHII-
KOM MHOTrO0 3upa.

— HeBO3MOXHO. .. — Mpoxpuresn KyJIbTHCT, TOqHUMAs B3I Ha Dxpoca. Ero rinaza-3se3st
MepIaiy B yKace 1 OaroroBeHud. — ThI... Thl He BHITOpest. Thl POITYCTHIT CBOH 3P Yepe3 HUX
1 He Bbiropeil... Kto Tb1?

Kacryc Hakonerr oOpen aap peur. OH MOMpaBUII KOTEJIOK, XOTsI PyKa ero 3aMeTHO Jpoxalia.

— TocnoguH Dxpoc, s Ternepb COMHEBAIOCh, KTO U3 HAC HacTosiui (pOKYCHUK. Bbl octanuch
KuBbI! ITO... ITO OBUIO caMOe KYTKOE U MPEKPACHOE IOy B MOEH MPaKTUKE.

Oxpoc He caymal. OH cMOTpesT Ha Yachl B CBOEH pyKe: MUTaTh UX CBOUM 3(PUPOM OH Iepe-
CTaJl, HO OHM BCe elrle ObUTM TEeTTBIMU M HEMHOTO JPOXKajii. 3aTeM OH NepeBeJt B3IJIsiI Ha OBEPXKEeH-
HOro Bpara. B Hem He ObLIO 3710061 — TOJILKO O@CKOHEYHAs YCTaIOCTh, XOPOIIO 3HAKOMAsl M CAMOMY
2xpocy.

MenJieHHBIM, YBEPEHHBIM IIIArOM OH TOJIONIeN K He3HakoMIty. KacTyc nepHysics, FOTOBBIN MeT-
HYTb KapTy, HO DXPOC OCTaBUJ ero xectoM. OH onmycTHICs repes XpoHohoOOM U TTPOTSIHYJI JTaJ0Hb,
B KOTOPOU JA€prKaJl 4achl.

— Hepxu. Tl Beb U3-3a2 HUX TaK JPOKUILL? — THUXO CKaszall DXpoc.

Bersery 3amep. Ero MexaHn4eckue masiblibl CYyIOPOKHO JIPOTHYJIM — OH OTKa3bIBAJICS BEPUTh
COOCTBEHEBIM [JIa3aM.

— Thr... otaaems ux? Iocse Toro, Kak NOMYUHIIT? — B CKPEKEUYILEM CTAJIbIO FOJIOCE IEMOHA
YUTAJICA LIENbIA OyKeT SMOIMIA: OT yAUBJICHUs U OJIarOJapHOCTH JIO 3aTAEHHOTO CTpaxa U BUAUMOTO
nuckoMgpoprTa.

— MHe He HyXXHO 4y’K0oe BpeMsl, — TUXO OTBETWUJ DXpoc, BcrioMuHas cioa Pupens. — Y
MEHS U CBOETO-TO MOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh.

Jpoxarieit pyko KyIbTHCT OepexHo 3a0pai apredakt. CTOMIO YacaM KOCHYThCS €r0 Cepoi
KOXH, KaK OH CY/IOPOXKHO BBIIOXHYJI, U €T0 TUIEYH paccaadaeHo Omnaiu.

— Ilpocrute... — mpomenran OH, 3aKpblBas INIa3a-3Be31bpl. — S NPUHAT Bac 3a JIOBUUX
Xpama. Kacryc... Bara arpeccus Juiib noarsepaia Mou onacenus. A oernen. S npenan Kynst Ero,
U Teniepb 3a Molo rosioBy IlepBblit Ha3HauwI Harpagy. [loxaiyiicTa... He poroHsiite MeHs. Eciu s
OCTaHyCh OJIVH B 3THX Jiecax, KpectoHocIib! nim Kapatenu ocTaHOBAT MOe Cepilie TaK ke JIerKo, Kak
CTpesku Ha nudeponare.

Kacryc npe3purensHO (DBIpKHYII, HO YOpasl OCTaBIIMECS KapThl B PyKaB.
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— Hy uTo %k, rocnnonguu xpoc, no3apassio. Tenepb B Hallleli CKPOMHOI KOMITAHUU TTOSIBUJICS
XOASTYMI YaCOBOM MEXaHU3M C XpOHO(OOHEH, — ChsI3BUI Oe3yMell, HETOPOIUTMBO OTXJIeObIBAsI ast
U3 YalllKM, YTO HETMIOHATHBIM 00pa30M BHOBb OKa3aJIach B €r0 pyKax. — UynecHoe 3aBeplieHHe vae-
MUTHUS, HE HaxoguTe?

I'naBa 3:«B3op Ero»

B maTpe CToda TsXKeIasd TUIIUHA. JInib HOXIb MEPHO OMJI 110 TKAHU marpa, Ja oTpeCKuBaJl
KOCTep, AaBasi Tervio. Ky/lnsTUCT cujiesn Ha ToJTy B yIUTy HIATpa, APOKa U MPUKKUMAsi CBOM Yachl K TPYIU
TaK CHJILHO, OYIITO 3TO €ro COOCTBEHHOE Cep/le.

— Kak 1BOE nMms1, Gerient? — cpocuit IXpoc, YyBCTBYSI HEIOMOTAHUE U KKEHHUE B IPY/IH.

XpoHooO B3aporHyi. Jpoxs mpolia o Bcemy Telly OTO3BABIIKCH KaJTOOHBIM CKPEXETOM
IIeCTepeH.

— 41... 4 yXe He OMHIO ero, — OH MOMSUICS ¥ TOCMOTPEJI Ha Yachl, €ro Ia3a-3Be3/ibl Onec-
Hynu. — [lepBblii TUIIMIT MEHSI UMEHU U TIPOILLIOTO.

Ot cmaboctu, Ixpoc npucen psaaoM. Ero miaedo ciaydyaidHO 3a7esio CBUCAIONIUE Ha HEMoYKax
MasTHUKH, U XpOHO(OO UCITyTaHHO JICPHYJICS.

— 3Hauut, Oynemb XPOHOM, — C MSTKOW YJIBIOKOW MPOU3HEC DXPOC, OCTOPOKHO TMOMMaB
packaurBaromumecs MaATHUKHU, OCTaHABJIMBAA UX XO[.

XpOH KMBHYII, IPUHUMAsi CBOE HOBOE UMsI KaK MEePBbIi Aap CBOOODI.

Kacryc monya crosin y Bxoza, nmorpyKeHHbII B TSKOJIbIe JyMbl. Ero npeskHsist urpuBast yabioKa
OecciieIHO Mcue3na, YCTYNMB CBOE MECTO CypOBOMY, I'PAaHMTOBOMY JIMIly, a (pHOJIETOBBIE IJ1a3a
3aMETHO MTOTYCKHEJIH.

— Tocnymaii, 6erel, — ero rojxoc ObLT Pe3KUM, IMOUYTH arpecCUBHBIM, — ThI BeJlb 3HACIIIb
oonpiie Harero. OOBSICHU, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B 3TOM npokiisitom Kynsre? Kro stot Bor, urto pacmy-
CTWJI CBOU IV1a3a MO BCEMY 3TOMY MUpY?

EnBa 3acnbiuas npo miaza, XpoH CBEpHYJCA B KOM. MasATHUKM YIApWIUCh O KWIET, U
IIECTEPHH U3/1aJTH KaJIOOHBIN 3BOH. BBIJIO BUAHO: BCIOMUHATD CiiykeHue KynbTy eMy ObL1o GOJIBHO.

— 41... a4 HUYero He 3HAIO... OHU M CaMU He 3HAIOT... Bce MPOCTO padortaiot... — Ha mur on
3aTuX M 3amep. — Tam... B Xpame... Be3[ie I71a3a, U HEMIOHATHO, KaKue MpuHaaiexar EMy, a kakue
MPOCTO HAPUCOBAHBI. .. U B KY3HSIX... TaK %€ — MePen/is Ha XPUIUIbIA IIeTOT, TPOu3HeC XPOH.

[lepen BHyTpeHHUM B30pOM DXpOca BHOBb 3aCThLT CUITY3T C KPBUIbSIMU, YTO IIEPEKPHIBAIIU EMY
COJIHLIE U TIOEM MapSIIKX [71a3 BOKPYT Hero. OH HEBOJILHO KOCHYJICS I'PY[IY, BCIIOMHUB, KaK JIECATKU
TSDKEJIBIX B3IISIIOB MPUKOBAJIM €T0 K 3eMJIe, CMEHSSl CMEPTEIbHBII XOJIO CTPAHHBIM, MMyraloliyuM
TETUIOM.
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— 41... 4 BUOen ux, — riyxo npousHec dxpoc. — OHU 3aBUCIIN HAJI0 MHOH IIPSIMO B BO3/YXE,
Korza s ymupai. M koraa AecsTok I71a3 CTajau CMOTPETh Ha TO, Kak s yracawo... KO MHE IMOfOoILIa
KpbLU1aTas (pUrypa... oHa U cracia MeHs.

Konona kapt, He u31aB HY 3BYKa, BBICKOJIb3HY.Ia M3 Apoxamux pyk Kacryca. XpoH uciyranao
OTIPSIHYJ B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO DXPOC CTaJl OIACEH.

— TlocriouH.. .. — ronoc (poKycHHKa IPOTrHYJI COPBABIIKCH Ha IIenoT. — Heyxkesu Bbl Tome-
yeusl m?

— OH He IoMoraer MMPOCTO TAK. .. OH YBUACJ B Balll ICHHOCTL. .. OTHBIHE, BbI JIMIIb UHCTPYMCHT
B €ro pyKax, — JIOTOJHIJI XpoHO(0O, 3a0MBasCh B CaMblid JaJTbHUH YTOJI MIATpa.

Dxpoc nocMoTpelt Ha cBou pyku. [lepeBen B3mIs Ha (DOKYCHUKA, UbE JIMIIO OTPAKAJIO TUXUM
yxac. Ha Gernena, 4to cuiesn BxkaB ToJIOBy B HOTH. B royioBe 3aKpyTHIIMCh TYCKJIbIE, CJIOBHO (DHIIbM
Ha IJICHKE, BOCIIOMHUHAHUSA O CEPOCTU €Tro HpC)KHeﬁ JKHU3HU U CJIOBa (DI/IIIGJIH.

— 3Ha4YUT, UHCTPYMEHT? — DXpPOC MEIJICHHO BCTaJl, UTHOPUPYsl OOXUraioliee KeHHue B
rpyau. Ero ronoc rnpo3Byyai Ha yIuBJIE€HUE TBEPAO, IEPEKPbIBas IIYM JIUBHS. — 3HAYMT, 3Ta KPbI-
JaTasi TeHb Pellnia, YTO BBIKYNUJIA Y MEHS KU3Hb?

B namsiti, nmpo6uBasich CKBO3b MesieHy OOJTH, BCIIBIXHYIT X pUILUIbIi rooc @unens. OH ciblimat
€ro OTYETIMBO, CJIIOBHO JPYT CTOSUI 3a CIIMHOM Yy JOTOpAIoIIero Kocrpa: «KU3Hb KpeT Hac 3a Tak,
Ixpoc. OHa HE CMOTPUT Ha AOCTMKEHMS, MEUTHl U MpoYee, U B JIyUlleM Clly4yae 3aruiaTUT JIMIIb
rpomy. Y ToiabKO cMepTh B KOHEYHOM MTOTe BO3/IACT HAaM IO 3aciyraM BIOBOJb. Tak Gopuch sxe!
Bopuck, yToOBI U Y KU3HH BBIPBATh ILIATY !»

DXpoc CKall KyJIakH Tak, YTO MeJb B BEHaX OTO3BaJIaCh SIPOCTHOM ITyJIbCalliei.

— 1 Gesxast U3 OAHOTO aja He JJIsL TOro, YTOOBI CTaTh MAPUOHETKOM B Ipyrom. Pa3 atot mup
XOYeT CoXparh MeHsl — IycTh AaBuTcs! S Oymy 6opoTbesi. BopoThest, 4TOOBI M 3Ta KU3Hb Havasa
MHE IUIaTUTh.

Kacryc mMeuieHHO coOpai ooy ¢ noia. Ero macka 6e3yMHOro (pOKyCHMKA Ha MMT J1ajia Tpe-
IIMHY, OTKPBIB HEUTO TIOXOKee Ha COMHEHHE.

— I'pomkue ciioBa 1 TOTO, Ubsl KPOBb €11 HE OCThUIA MOCIIE TIEPBOM CXBaTKU, — TUXO 3aMe-
TWJI OH, IIPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM IpsAYa KapTel B pykaB. — Ho B 3TOM LMpKe MHE OIpENEIeHHO Hpa-
BUTCSI TOT HOBBIM akpoOart. [TocMoTpuM, rocmoauH DXpoc, Kakod BHIKYIT Bbl CMOXKETE BHIPBATH Y
3JI0r0 pOKa.

DOKyCHUK yBEpPEHHO MOJIONIeN Ovke, B ero (PMOJIETOBBIX IJ1a3aX Oped a3apT U JI0OOIbIT-
ctBo. Ha nmiie pactsiHynach mpexHss ylnbiOKka — He 100pas, CKopee XUIIHO Oe3yMHasl.

— Wnrn B oquHOYKy nipotrB Ero B3opa — BepHoe camoyOuiictBo. Ho uartu psaom ¢ Tem, Ha

KoM JiexuT Ero Metka... o, 310 MpeAcTaBieHue 51 MpoITycKaTh He coOupaiock. CuuTaiite, 4To s Ball
HEPBBI COIO3HUK B 9TOM OE3yMHOM TOXOJIE.
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XpOH MOAHSJICS ¢ KOJIEH B YIUIy, IIepecTaB TUXO OpeauTh cede mof Hoc. B 3Be3nax ero rias
3aKIJIach XOJIOHAsA M TycKJias Hajaexaa. OH pacnpaBuil IUI€YH, M MEJHbIE LIETIH Ha €r0 TPYAU 3BSIK-
HYJIA B YHUCOH.

— FOCHOIII/IH, s TOTOB UATH 3a BaMH, — TI'OJIOC €ro 3By4daJll KaK CJIa)XCHHadA TPEJIb MHOXECTBA
YaCcOBBIX MeXaHU3MOB. — IloMoI1ib BaM, [IOMOXET UCKYIIUTbL MOU I'PEXU.

DXpoc KOPOTKO yeMexHysicsi. OGxuraroriast 60k B €ro rpyay CMEHsIIach kKapoM a3apra.

— Yro x, pemeno. MbI 6ynem 00poThCs, rocrnofal — TBepIo MPOU3HEC OH, U B TUIIMHE 11aTpa
3TO MPO3BYYAJIO KaK CMEJIbII BBI30B camoMy bory storo mupa.

I'naBa 4:«kpoBb U NIpecCMepTHAs CJIe3a»

Houb B AGcKypryMe Obliia TEMHO# 1 3710Belei. Jlec HanomHuics Kako(OHKeH 3BYKOB: OT yoOa-
IOKHMBAIOIIET0, MOYTH TUITHOTUYECKOTO MIEHH S 0 YTPOOHOTO CKPEKeTa U JaJeKOro peBa, OT KOTOPOTo
BUOpHpoOBasia cama mousa. Kacryc Bbilien Ha cepeauHy mojisiHbl. Ero KapTel Oosnbliie HE JieKaiu B
pyKaBax — OHHU BWJIKCh B BO3/yX€, BbIUEPUMBAsl BOKPYI HETO U DXpOca CBEPKAIOIYI0 BOCBMEPKY,
CHMBOJI O€CKOHEYHOCTH. DUP MyTLCHPOBAT B OKUAAHUM 005,

— Urak, rocnoguH IXxpoc, IpouyBCTBYHTE Moe MacTepcTBO. CMOTpUTE BHUMATEJIbHEE, 51 HE
Oyny cnepxuBarbesi! — Ero ynelOka B cBeTe KOCTpa Ka3alach XMITHBIM OCKaJloM. — A Tbl, XPOH,
rocrapaicsi He ymepeTs B mporiecce toro ¢okyca. [lloy He TeprnuT JUITHUX TPYTOB!

XPOH JIMILIB CYXO JISI3THYJI HIECTEPHAMM U ILEJIKHY/I KPBIIIKON CBOUX YacoB, 3aceKas BpeMsi. B
ero Ia3ax-3Be3/1ax 3acThUIO OECIpUCTpacTHOE OXKUaHue. B To ke MrHOBeHMe Bcs KOJIO[a B3MbUIA
B uepHOe He0o. KapThl ylum Tak BHICOKO, YTO DXPOC HA MHT MOTEPSUT UX U3 BUAY, HO TYT ke HeOO
«00pynmiock». Kakias kapra npeBpaTuiach B passilivii KJIMHOK.

IXpoc BCKUHYN PYKH, YyBCTBYs, KaKk MeJjb B BeHaX Havaia BUOpUpoBath. [lepBbie Tpu KapThl
OH TepexBaTUJI MOYTH WHCTUHKTUBHO, a 3aTeM PE3KMM PHIBKOM OTIPaBUJ OOpPaTHO B (DOKYCHHKA.
Kacryc pacxoxorascs, yKJIOHSSCh OT COOCTBEHHOTO OPYKHUSI U3SIIITHBIM TUPYITOM.

— MenyienHo, rocrioguH xpoc! CauIKkoM MeajIeHHO!

JIBe KapThl, CJIOBHO OpPHUTBBI, TIOJIOCHYJIM HOBHUKA IO IIEKaM, OCTABJIsIsl MEAHBIE JIOPOXKKH
KkpoBH. Ele oiHa niesmiach TOUHO B rOpiio, HO DXPOC JIOBKO NEpeXBaTUI ee NajibliaMu. TpeHupo-
BOUHBIN OO¥ MpeBpaTuiics B Oe3yMHBIN BUXPb. HECKOBKO KapT, OTPUKOIIETUB OT HE3PUMBIX Tpe-
rpax Kacryca, co CBUCTOM yJieTesiM B CTOPOHY XpoHa. TOT 1ake He HISJIOXHYJICS: 3a MTHOBEHHE J10
KOHTAKTa Tepel] HUM BCIIBIXHYJI KPOXOTHBINA (pparMeHT 1udeponara, 1 KapThl ¢ KaJIOOHBIM 3BOHOM
BEPHYJIUCh K MECTY KapKOi OUTBBI.

— He otBnekaiitech Ha 3puteneit! — BHKpUKHYI Kactyc, oOpymmBass Ha Dxpoca 1eyio
JIABUMHY IJISIHIIEBOTO CMEPTOHOCHOI'O METaJLa.

[NouTty nonoBUHA KOJIOB Tereph ObLIa MO KOHTPOJIEM DXpoca — OH JIOBWJI MX Ha JIETY, uep-

nasi CUj1y U3 COOCTBEHHOM sIpOCTH. B royioBe BCMbIXHYIA Hes: HEOObIUHAsI, PUCKOBaHHAs1, A0COIOTHO
6e3ymHast. OH OTYETIIMBO MPEICTaBIII TIepe]] COOOU JIECTHHMITY.
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— Beite! — npopsryar oH.

Kaprsl, nporuTtanHbie ero 3¢pupoM, MOCIYHIIHO BBICTPOMIUCH MOJ] €r0 HOraMH, CMEHSIS IpyT
Apyra ¢ 6erieHoi ckopocThio. Kaxkas HoBast KapTa MoaXBaThiBajia ero MOIOIIBY ITPEX/Ie, YeM Mpe/Ibl-
Ayliasi ycreBaja yrnactb. Xpoc OyKBaJbHO B30EKasl MO BO3IYXY, 3aMUpast Hajl IATPOM B OpeoJie
apvsiiero uosera, Meau U Uckp. Kactyc Ha MrHOBeHHeE 3aMep, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN 3PEIUIIEM CBep-
KaIOIIMX MEIHBIX IJ1a3. DTOro MuUra DXpocy XBaTUIIO: OH BJIOXKMJ BCe HAKOIHMBIIIEECS] HAMPSIKEHUE
B OJIVIH SIPOCTHBIN OPOCOK.

JlecsATKM MeTaJTMYECKUX MPSMOYTOJIBHUKOB COPBAJIMCh C €TI0 PYK, CJAMBAsCh B €AMHBIN CUsI-
0L MOTOK. JIBa 3aMepiy B MWIJIMMETpax OT IJia3, el OOUH — Yy HOca, U elle JBa 3aCTbUI Y
camMo# 111eu, OyITo 0Xkuast KOMaH bl pe3aTh apTepui. [locieaHsIst oIy THMO yaapuia B Tpyib, TOYHO
B caMoe cep/lle, OCTaJIbHbIE ke 00IeTeNn YAUBIEHHOro (DOKYCHUKA U BEPHYJIMCh Ha3al K DXpocy.

3aBoposkeHHbII KacTyc MeajIeHHO ¥ OCTOPOKHO OTOIIEN OT 3aCTBIBIIMX B BO3AYXE KapT. DXpoc
MPUTSIHYJT UX 0OpaTHO ¥ MEIEHHO CITYCTUJICS.

— Jlep3Ko, rocrogrH DXpoc, Kak ke 310 ObUIo Aep3ko u 3¢pdekTHo! A Kakas y Bac Harias,
OecniapoHHAs U YAMBUTENIbHAS CAMOHA/IeSTHHOCTh! — KacTtyc pacruibiics B yibiOke, B KOTOPOU IPo-
MCJIbKHyJIO yBa)K@HI/IC 1 BOCXHUIIICHUEC. — Bam TpIOK 6])1]1 HpOCTO BOCXI/ITI/ITCJICH!

dokycHUK mofomen OaMke, ¥ €ro pyKa TSDKENIO ynaja Ha ruedo Dxpoca. Bamsan ero cran
CEpbE3HBIM U BIWJICA €MY B IJ1a3a.

— Ho kak ke Jep3Ko Bbl OTOMCTWJIM MHE 3a MOM I'pELLIOK Ipy Hallen rnepsoil Bcrpeue. [1pu-
3HAIOCh, 51 axke ObLT HECKOJIBKO HAIyraH Balllell MEeCThI0, — OH HEHAJI0JIr0O 3aMOTYal, KPYTs OCTPbIA
yc. — A Balia KpeaTMBHOCTh Ha 1ojie 00s1 mpocTo nopaxaer. Ho He obonblaiitech, akpodar, 3To
ObLIa JIMIIIb pa3MUHKA Mepe]] HACTOAIINM IOy .

Kacryc MeyieHHO OTolIIeN, OCTABUB KapThl DXPOCY.

— Hy uto ke, XpoH, Tenepb TBOsI ouepepb. TONbKO HE CASPKUBANCA: KaK BUAMILb, CUJT Y MEHS
B JIOCTAaTKE, — YBEPEHHO CKa3aJl DXPOC, KPyTaHyB KapTaMH B BO3/lyXe.

— Kak noxernaere, rocrofriH, — rojioc XpoHa Mpo3BydYas Kak 00l MasTHUKA, YETKO U yBe-
PEHHO.

XpOH BBIIICJI HA NTOJIAHY, €ro IJ1a3a-3BE31bl BCIILIXHYJIH, U B TOT )K€ MUI' p€aJIbHOCTb BOKPYT
HEro nofiepHy/ach JbIMKoi. CTonsno DXpocy BeepoM METHYTh MEepBble KapThl, KaK CHIIyST Oeriena
pa3MbUICs, IPEBPATUBILIKUCH B €]Ba YJIOBUMYIO TeHb. Pa3nascs 3ByK, HATOMUHAIOIIMI 1IETYOK Yaco-
BOW CTpENKU, ¥ XPOH BO3HHUK B ISTH IIArax B CTOPOHE. DTO He ObLT Oer — OH CJIOBHO MPOCKOJIb3-
HYJI CKBO3b IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OCTABJIsIsI 32 COOOM JIMIIIb €/1Ba 3aMETHBII Y30pUaThiil (PUOIETOBO-YEPHBIH
nuiend.

DXpoc METHYJI 1IeJIbIiA POl KapT Ha OMepexkeHne, HO 3TO He OCTAHOBUJIO NIPUOJIMIKEHUE OIIIO-
HeHTa. Korga XpoH coBepIni 0uepeiHON PhIBOK, CTPEMSICh MOIOWTH BIUIOTHYIO, DXPOC HE CTaJl yBO-
pauMBATLCS MPUBBIYHBIM CITOCOOOM. OH MPEJICTaBUII, KaK €ro TeJI0 CTAHOBHUTCS HEBECOMBIM JILIMOM,
KaK OH Pe3KMM PhIBKOM 3aXO/IUT 3a CMUHY XpoHY. MUp Ha JIOMI0 CEKYH/IbI CMa3ajics. DXPOC MOYyB-
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CTBOBAJI Pe3KMIA TOJTUYOK BO3/yXa, M B CJIE/YIOIee MTHOBEHHUE OH JISMCTBUTEJIHHO OKA3aJICs T03a/IH
XpoHa. Pe6po naionu Gerienia, HalleJieHHOE B TUIEYO DXpoca, paccekio MyCcToTy.

— Hemoxo, — npousnec XpoH. — Cpa3y NOBTOPUTbh TEXHUKY 3(PUPHOTO PhIBKA. ..

3Be3/1bl B IV1a3aX XpOHA CBEPKHYJIM, ¥ HOUHYIO TUILMHY MpOpe3ajl pe3KUid IIETYOK €r0 YacoB.
[Nepen oM Dxpoca HEOKUIAHHO MOSBUIICS ABIMANIMN 1deponar. XpoH, He Tepsiss HU MUHYTHI,
OJIHMM PE3KUM Pa3MallKCTBIM JABMKEHHEM OOpyYIIMII peOpo CBOETO LIUTA Ha OMIIOHEHTA. Yap Mpu-
LIEJICA B IPy/b, 33[1€B HOC. DXPOC OTIETEJI Ha3a[l, IPONAaXaB 3eMJIIO I10] HOTAMU B IIOMBITKE HE yIAaCTh.

— [Heputecs, rocnonun! — B miazax XpoHa Toxe 3aurpan a3apT, 3aTyMaHUBAIOUIMNA pa3yM;
TroJIoC Teriepb 3BydYall KaK TApOBOM JIBUraTe b BIIIEANINN HA pabourie 000POTHI.

— Hy pa3 Tbl 3TOro Tak X04ells. .. — IPOPeBE DXPOC B OTBET, BBITHPAsk XJIbIHYBILUI U3 HOCA
pydeek Meau.

Kaptsl co cBUCTOM pBaHy/M BBBICh, 3aKPYUMBAsCh CTAJIBHBIM BUXPEM HaJl roioBor XpoHa. Tot
TYT € BCKHMHYJI IIIUT BBEPX, FOTOBSICh K OOCTpesy, HO OTKPbIB TeJO it OmkHel ataku. B onun
PBIBOK DXPOC OKa3aJICs BIUIOTHYIO K XpoHy. Ero Kynak, ycuaeHHbII MHEpLIMEN pbIBKA, METHUII B I1JIEYO
OINIIOHEHTA.

Paznancs rynkuii, TopkecTBEHHBIN 3BOH Koslokosia. Kynak Dxpoca BCTpeTus He MATKYIO IUI0Tb,
a ele OIMH MaJbii 1udepOnar, BO3HUKIINI B MALTUMETPAX OT Iied. XPOH JIMIIIb ClIeTKa MOBeJ
TJIEYOM, Tacsl MHEPIUIO aTaKu. DXPOC OTIIATHYJICA ¢ OJariM MaToM CKBO3b 3yObl OT pe3Ko OO,
MpOIMBIIEN cycTaBbl. KoCTAIKM nasblieB oHeMesH, Oy/ATO OH CO BCEH CHIIBI YIapHJI IO TPAaHUTHOM
IIJINTE.

— lNocnionyH, He kenaeTe u caathes? Vi Bbl JymaeTe, uTo s He IpeAayrajaio Balll Clie IO
yAap? — O CpefieuyllIuM CMEIIKOM Mpou3Hec XPOH.

— He noxpenibest, yepT MexaHu4eckuil! — riaza Dxpoca npeaynpeskaaolie CBEpKHYIN Me/l-
HBIMM VICKPaMH.

XpoH He 3actaBmi ceOs kaath. OH pBaHy/CS BIEpel, U ero OrpoMHbINA 3(pUpHBIN 1Hdep-
Onat, Tyasmid oT M30BITKAa SHEPIHH, TIOHECCS MPSMO B Tesio Dxpoca. Bo3ayx mepes muToM yIioT-
HWICS, 0Oelast COKpymmTeabHbIi yaap. Ho 9xpoc He oTcTynuin. OH BCKUHYJ PYKH, U IECSITKH KapT,
MOBUHYSICh €0 SIPOCTHOMY MMITYJIbCY, MTHOBEHHO CIUIEJIUCh B IUIOTHBIN Yellyiyarslid iuT. CTouso
udeponaty XpoHa ymapuTh B Ty Mperpaay, Kak OH TYT Ke C CHJIOW OTHPYXKUHWI Hazaa. Ddup
Ixpoca, MOAMUTAHHBIN €r0 CHJIBHEHUIIIM YIIPSIMCTBOM, CPadOTal Kak MpyXHHA, OTTOJIKHYB UYyXKYIO
aTraky oOpaTHoO.

[udeponar XpoHa ¢ BU3roM OTJIETENl B CTOPOHY, HA MTHOBEHHE J€30pPUEHTHPOBaB Oeriena.
ITOro MHUra XBaTuiio. DXPOC BJIOKUII BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS CHJIy M HAHEC COKPYLIMTENBHBINA yap CHU3Y
BBepXx. Kynak, okyTaHHbIN (DUOJIETOBOM JIBIMKOM, Bpe3ajicsi TOYHO B UemocTh XpoHa. ['poxoT ynapa
ObLT TAKAM CHJIBHBIM, YTO MUHYTHBIE CTPEJIKH €r0 pOroB 3allUIUCh B OEIIeHON BHOpaIuy, u3aBas
TOHKUI, My4YUTEJIbHBIN 3BOH KaMEPTOHA.

— JI0BOJIBHO UTp! — €ro ToJI0C CPHIBAICS B PEB COTEH HIECTEPEHOK.
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OH cienat pe3Kuii BITa, ¥ MJTBIH 1cepOiaT CTpeMUTeIbHO MIOHeCcs: B IXpoca, TOYHO IHp-
KyJsipHasi maia. TOT eBa ycres YKJIOHUTBCS PHIBKOM, KaK TYT K€ HIUT MOOOJIbIIe OTOPOCHII €ro Ha
HECKOJIbKO METPOB Ha3B/1. B3peBeB, Kak pacKajieHHbI IBUraTesb, XpoH pBaHyJics Brepea. Ero oky-
TaJI IJIOTHBIN JTBIM YepHO-(PHOIETOBOrO 3hupa, a OorpoMHbIN mudepoaT nmoHeccs Ha DXpoca CJIOBHO
TapaH. Yiap METUJI TOYHO B )KHUBOT, HO DXPOC B MOCJIEAHUI MUT PyXHYJI Ha 3emulio. Tskeblii a¢pup-
HBII [IUT MPOJIETeNT B Ape CAHTUMETPOB HaJl HUM, 00/1aB JIUIIO TOPSTYMM BO3/IyXOM.

XpoH, He Tepsisi MHEPLUH, TYT ke OOPYIINAJ €r0 BEPTUKAIBLHO BHU3. [pOXOT ormymmmi: DXpoc
€/lBa ycCIieJl BHOBb BBICTABUTh YELIyHYaTyIo Iperpaay U3 Kapt. KyJabTHCT HEMCTOBO /1aBUIT HA CBOETO
onmnoHeHTa mudeponaroM. Bozayx Mexay HUMH 3aApOXKal.

— Tol mpourpal, porarsiii! — mpoxpuries Xpoc CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHI.

PeskuM JBrkeHHEM OH BBIOPOCHI HOTY, mojcekass XpoHa. ToT, yBieueHHbI COOCTBEHHOM
MOMIBIO, YITYCTHJI MOMEHT, Tepsisl onopy. C TAKeIbIM METAJUINYECKUM 3BOHOM OH PYXHYJI Ha KOJIEHH,
a ero IIUT MIHOBEHHO Pa3BesuICs. DXPOC HABUC CBEPXY, 3aHECS PO KapT Hajl I'0JI0BOM TPOTUBHUKA.
XPOH 3aKMypUJICs, BTSHYB T'OJIOBY B IUIEUM B OXKUJAHUU NOC/IEIHeN ataku. Ero jaTyHHble 3Be3/1bl
I71a3 Ha MUT TI0raciu, 0OHaxast OOBIYHBIA YeJIOBEUECKUI CTpax.

CekyHIpl pacTsIHYJINCh, KaK TYCTOE€ MalllMHHOE Macjio. Ho BMecTo cokpymuTenbHOro prHana
XpOH MOYYBCTBOBAN, Kak Xkap 4yxkoro 3c¢upa orcrynaer. CoOpaB KapThl B KOJIOLY, DXPOC BBITEP

Me/ib C pa30UTOro JIUIA U TIPOTSHY PYKY CBOEMY MTPOTUBHUKY, YTOOBI TIOMOYb BCTATh.

— JlocTaTtouHo, — BBIIOXHYJI OH, U B €r0 rojioce 6osblie He ObUIo ApocTH. — Boil OKOHYEH,
XpoH. Tsl mpourpal.

XPOH NPUHSI PYKY, TSKEJO MOIHSIICA U, KOPOTKO KMBHYB, HalrpaBwics K marpy. Ero mexa-
HU3MBI pa0OTaJIH TITyX0, IOYTH CMUPEHHO.

— Ilo3apasnsiio, roCTIOAVH, BB MPOSBIIIN ceOs peBocxoaHo! — KacTtyc Herpomko moxJionasn
B JIQJIOIIIN.

B cnenyromee MmrHoBenue (hOKycHHK M Oeriiel; OOMEHsTICh KOPOTKUM, CTPaHHBIM B3IJISIOM.
B rnazax Kacryca, ycTpeMieHHBIX Ha DXpoca, BCOBIXHYJIO HEUTO XUIIHOE, JIMIIEHHOE BCAKOHN Yello-
BEYECKOU TEIJIOTHI.

— TosbKo BOT B HACTOSIIIEM 1110y, — BKpaJ4uBO Haya1 Kactyc, — ooguHOUKe He BHICTYIIAIOT.

— Bac ket ¢puHaIBHBIN aKT, — MOAXBATUI XpoH. Ero rojoc ternepb BUOpUPOBAT MyTaromien
YETKOCTBIO METPOHOMA. — MBI — OXOTHUKU. Bl — 100b19a. Eciut o paccBeTa Mbl Bac He HACTUTHEM
— BBI TOOETHITH.

DXpoc NOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK BJOJIb TO3BOHOYHUKA IOION3 JIMITKUIA XOJIO.

— Pebsr, Bol yero?.. — Ero rosoc aporay, Ho BMecTo oTBeTa Kactyc u3simmHo BCKUHYIT PYKY.

Konona, moguunsisice 6€33By4HOMY MPHUKAa3y, MTHOBEHHO BEpHYJIach K X03siMHYy. JIvib ogHa
KapTa OcTaJlach apuTh B BO3JyXe, OCTPbIM YIVIOM yKa3blBasi B CTOPOHY HENPOIVISIHON Yally Jieca.
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— Oxora Havasack! — ¢ 6e3yMHBIM XOXOTOM BBIKpUKHYT KacTyc. — Bpems 6exarh, rocriouH
noGbrya!

DXPpOC COPBAJICSA C MECTa, OCTABUB 32 COOOM JIUIITH NITeH( MaTUHBI Ha MpuUMsATON Tpase. Ceptie
3a0UJI0Cch O pedpa, Kak MOoMMaHHAsI B CWJIOK MTHUIA. DTO OoJblle He ObLIO MOXOXEe Ha JPYKECKUit
CMIAPPUHT — BO3/IyX 32 CIIMHOM CTaJl HEBBIHOCUMO JIE/ISTHBIM, IPOMUTAHHBIM KaKJOM KPOBU U a3ap-
TOM IIpEeCIie/I0BaTENEN.

— bBern xe, 6eru! — moHeccs U3 TEMHOTHI HAJIPHIBHBIN, JIMIIIEHHBIA YEJIOBEYHOCTH CMEX
Kacryca. D10 Obl1 XOXOT O€3yMIia, KOTOPBI HAKOHEIT Hallles ce0e OuepeHyI0 UTPYIIKY.

Jlec cran puis Dxpoca GeckoHeuHbIM JTadupuHTOM. OH Oeskan, He pa3oupast JOPOTH, JIUIIb Obl
OTOPBATLCA OT OXOTHUKOB. Bertkn xyrecranu ero JIMIIO U TEJIO, OCTABJIsAA ITIOJIOChI CCaaUH U yH_II/I6bI, HO
OH HE YyBCTBOBAJI OO — JIMIIIb JIEICHSIIUI KPOBb yXkac. 3a CIIMHON pa3fajics Cyxou, TPeCKyUYHid
peB Kacryca:

— IInoxo, rocnonuH A06s4Ya! Bbl CITMIIKOM IIIyMHBI, CJIOBHO CAMH XOTUTE ObITh pacTep3aHsbl!
XBaTuT yxe Oexarb, Kak paHeHoe KuBoTHoe! Tak OyneT CAMIIKOM CKy4YHO!

B Ty xe cexyHIy BO3yX ciieBa OoT Dxpoca 3acBuctels. ToHKasi, Kak OpuTBa, KapTa MpoIIia
PYKaB KypTKH, OCTaBMB Ha IUIeYe [UIMHHBIA TrOpsuuii mope3. MemHasi KpoBb OpbI3HY/Ia Ha KOpy
aepeBa. IXpoc BCKPUKHYII, CIIOTKHYJICS O KOPEHb ¥ KyOapeM MOKATUJICA MO CKJIOHY, 33/IbIXasiCh OT
MaHUKHU.

— MuHyTBI 3a1€pXKKH MOTYT CTOUTh XKU3HU, — Pa3/IajCs HaJl CAMBIM YXOM XHUIIIHO MEXaHU-
YECKUii, CKpeKeUuyIIUii rojoc XpoHa.

DXpoc pBaHyJICS B CTOPOHY, HE BUJISI HIUETO OT cTpaxa. Ho mpocTpaHCcTBO Briepeau npeaareib-
CKH 3arycTesio, U pa3Jalicsi MeXaHMUECKHUI METYOK. DXPOC MOMBITAIICS 3aTOPMO3HTh, HO TTOCKONb3-
HYJICSI Ha BJIQXKHOUW 3emule. B TOT ke MUT HaJ HUM MpoHeccs Mautbli ineponat. He ycren dxpoc
MIOTHATHCSA, KaK HaJl HUM 3aCBEpKaJIM JIBE XUIIHbIE 3Be3[bl. OrpoMHbBIA MUT-1Mdeponar OaecHyI
B pyKax IpeciiefoBarelis. DXpoc MOMBITAICS OTKATUThCS B CTOPOHY. C TyJIKMM 3BOHOM IIUT 0OpY-
MIUAJICS PSIOM, 3aJeB Oepo U 3acTaBiisis DXpoca OONE3HEHHO BCKPUKHYTh OT TYMOH OOu.

— [oxanyiicra... XBaTUT! — Mpoxpumnesn DXpoc, BHITUPast KPOBb C JIMLIA.

— Xgarut? oy Tonbko HaunHaetcsi! — Kactyc Bo3HuK Ha BeTke HaJ HUM. JInio oKycHuKa
B JIYyHHOM CBET€ Ka3aJI0Ch 3aCThIBILEN MAaCKON MaHbsIKa, 3paYKy PaCIIMPUIINCh, TIOIJIOLIAS PALYKKY.
OHn ynuBasicst 3TuM crpaxoM. — Jlaiite MHe erie HeMHOro amonui! [lokaxuTe, Kak ke CUIBHO Bb
XOTUTE KUTh!

Hogeiii poii KapT J0OKJEM MOCHINAIach CBEPXY. DXPOC pBaHyJICS B CTOPOHY, HO OJIHA U3 HUX
nopesasia MKpy. Pe3kast 0os1b npoinmia Hory, 3aCTaBUB ero B3BbITh. OH O3, LETUIAACH 32 CKOJIb3KYI0
OT JIOK/1S1 3eMJII0 U KOPHU, YyBCTBYSI, KAK OXOTHUKHU MEJJIEHHO Cy:KaloT Kpyri. OHU HE TOPONMIIUCH
I0OUBATh €r0 — OHH UTPAJIM C HAM, KaK KOTBI C 3arHAHHOW MBIIIBIO.

— JlecaTh MUHYT JIO paccBeTa, — MPOCKpeskeTat XPpoH, U 3ByK ero MEXaHU3MOB TeTlepb Harlo-
MUHAJI TOJIONHOE yp4yaHue. — Bbl 3aMe/isieTech, FOCHOIMH J00bIYA.

20



C. Cat. «/Io6po noxanoBatb B AOCKypHyM»

[Nanuka oKOHYATENBHO Ocjenuia dxpoca. 3a0bB 000 BCEM, OH MPOCTO OpPOCUIICS BIepeN
CKBO3b I'YCTBIE 3apOCJIM KOJIOYETO KYCTapHUKA, HE YYBCTBYA, KAK IIMIIBI PBYT OJCKAY U KOXKY. Brie-
peny, yepe3 XUIIHbIe 3apociu, cado mpoduBaiics cBeT. C IUKUM KPUKOM, OOJIbIIE MOXOKUM Ha
BCXJIMIT, DXPOC BBHIBAIMJICS U3 KYCTOB U, HE YIEp)KaB PaBHOBECHS M3-3a PaHEHOW HOTH, Kybapem
BBIKATHJICS HA HEOOJIBIITYIO, 3ATUTYIO TIPEPACCBETHBIM TYMAHOM U CBETOM MOJISIHY.

Tsoxeno JIpIlIa, OH 3aMep Ha YeTBEPEeHbKaX, CKJIOHUB royioBy K 3emute. Cepaiie 6uio o pedpa
TaK, 4TO, Ka3aJocCh, celvac cefiuac cJIOMaeT ux.

TuivHa HaBaWIaCh BHE3AITHO, J1aBsl HA YIIIM CUJIbHEE, YeM ero HeJIaBHUU KPUK. DXPOC Me[l-
JIEHHO OOepHyJics. Y Kpas Jjieca, OTKyAa OH TOJBKO YTO BBIOEXKAJ, U3 TEHW MEIJIEHHO BBICTYIHT
Kacryc. OH JleHMBO TacoBaJl KOJIOAY, ¥ CYyXOW METAJLTMYECKHI I1IeIeCT KapT B 9TOM TUIIIMHE 3ByYal
KaK CKpeXeT HOXka M0 KaMHIO.

DXpoc pe3KO pa3BEepHYJICS B MPOTUBOIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, HAJIEsACh HAWTH MyTh K OTCTYILIE-
HHIO, HO 3amep. Ha pyrom KoHIle MOJIsiHbI, perpaxaas myTh Brepes nudepoiaToM, HeMmoABUKHO
CTOAT XpOH. Ero yvacel B PYKax MEPHO TUKAJIHM, OTCUNTBIBAA MI'HOBEHU S, 3BE€3bI B I'NIa3aX CBETUJIMCh
XOJIONHBIM OECTIOIAJHBIM CBETOM, a (PMPHBIN IUT OJMCTAT KaK JIe3BUEe TMIBOTUHBL. JXPOC cam
3arHaji ceOsi B JIOBYIIIKY.

CriomJieHHas YCTaJIOCThIO U CTPAXOM, «J00bIYa» yriajia Ha KOJICHW B CAMOM LIEHTPE TOJISTHBI.
Cun Gexarp Oolbllie He OBLIO, JIeTKHe OOJed, a Meb, COUMBINASCSA U3 pPaH, Maykaaa MpUMATYIO
TpaBy. OH HpI/I)I(aJI JJaIOHU K 3EMIJIC, IIbITAACh YHATDH IIpO)KL, HO ITaJIbLIbI JIUIIIb 6€CHOMOH_[HO Bapbl-
BaJINCh B Hee.

W3 necHoil TeHu, MJIaBHO M CUHXPOHHO, BBIILUIM TpecienoBarenu. Ouu He cniemnd. Kacrye
noopaceBal B pyKe OfIHY-€JMHCTBEHHYIO KapTy, U € METAJUIMYECKHUI [IeJIeCT B TUIIIMHE yTpa OuJ
IO yIllaM He XYK€ rpoma. XpoOH IeJ C JPyrod CTOPOHbI, €ro MAasSTHUKU BBICTYKUBAIM MeEIJICHHbIM
PBaHbIid PUTM.

— INocmotpure Ha Hero, XpoH, — BKpaJ4KuBO NPOM3HEC (POKYCHUK, HE CBOAIS ¢ DXpoca pac-
IIMPUBIINAXCS Oe3yMHBIX 3paykoB. — Harnr Besmkuii nodeautens. Ham «minep». Tereps oH Oosnbiie
MOXOK Ha IOOUTOTO IIEHKAa, YeM Ha TOr0, KTO CMEET yKa3blBaThb HaM IyTh.

— OH ObLI CJIMIIIKOM CAMOHAJIESTH, — OTO3BaJIcst XPOH, U B €r0 rojioce JISA3rHyJa CTajib, —
OHn myman, yro nodena 1aet emy mpaBo Ha romaay. Ommoka. Mexanu3m, KOTOpbI BO3OMHUII ce0s1
[JIaBHBIM, JIOJDKEH OBITh OTKAIMOPOBaH... WJIM CIIOMaH.

Onu Havam oOXOIUTh DXpoca Mo KPYry, Cykasi KOJBbLO ¢ KaxkapM marom. Kactyc xumHo
CKaymJics, XpOH CBEPKaJl XOJIOAHBIMU 3BE31aMU IJIa3.

— Kakoe Haka3zanue BblOepeM 3a ero J1ep30cTb? — KacTyc HaKJIOHWII TOJIOBY, UMUTHPYs pas-
aymbe. — MOJKeT, JIMIIUTH ero napbl naiblieB? YToObl KapThl OOJbINE HE CTYIIAIKCH €ro pyK?

— Wi ciomatb emy pedpa, — Npeasioku XpoH, Aesas mar 0Jmxke, — 4ToObl TOUyBCTBOBAJI,
KaK €ro BpeMs yTeKaeT U MEJIEHHO CTBIHET €r0 Me/lb.

Kosblio cMbIKasock. DXpoc 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HEr0 CXKUMAETCS, CTAHO-
BsACH IIJIOTHBIM U JIEASAHBIM. HaHI/IKa, gomenniada go npeaeia, BoIIJIECHYJIACh B OTYASIHHOM PLIBKE.
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— Her! — BCKPUKHYJI OH U, PBAHYBIIHCH C KOJICH, IMOIBITAJICA IIPOCKOYUTL B CIII/IHCTBGHHI)II';I
MMPOCBET MEKAY OXOTHUKAMMU.

Ho peanpHOCTB Bliepey ¢ HIETYKOM 4YaCOB MTHOBEHHO IOZIEPHY/IaCh MApEBOM MaTHUHBL. B oauH
pbIBOK XPOH BO3HMK M3 HMOTKYAQA, IEpeKpbiBas MyTh IUTOM. Tskenass pyka B MEJHOH Iepyarke
MEpPTBOM XBAaTKOW BILIEMMJIACh DXPOCY B IUIEYO, BMHHAsI €r0 0OpaTHO B 3eMJI0. Y CaMOro KaJblka
cpasy ’Ke 3aBHC/a KapTa, okujaas rnpukasa pe3arb. POKYCHUK OKa3aJiCsl 3a CIIMHOM, €ro JIe[sHOe
ABbIXaHWE KOCHYJIOCH 3aThbIJIKA «IIO6I>I‘H/I>>.

— 3aHaBec, TOCIOIMH JI00bIYa, — C XOJIOJHBIM CMEIIIKOM CKa3asl Oe3yMell, U ocTpasi Kapra
KOCHYJIach €ro Iien. — Baiiie 1oy OKOH4YeHO.

DXpoc 3amep, YyBCTBYsI, KaK JieAsHas CTajlb KapThl BOMBaeTcs B KOxky. Cepalie B rpyiu coBep-
IIWJIO TOCEAHUI OTYAsHHBIN yJap, YTO OTO3BAJICS OOJIE3HEHHBIM YKOJIOM, H, Ka3aJ0Ch, OCTAHOBHU-
nock. OH ObLT 3arHaH, pas[aBieH U IpefaH. beccuie nepen MOILIBIO STUX JBOMX HAKPBLIO €ro
yAyLUIMBO# BoiHOM. I1o rpsi3HOM, nclapanaHHOW 1IeKe, CMEIIMBAsCh C MEJHON KPOBbIO, MEIJIEHHO
CKaTWJIach OJVHOKAS CJIE3a.

DXpoc 3aKMYPUIICA, B TOJIOBE MPOHecach ofHa b dppasza Punens: «Ecimu korga-HUOyIb
CMEpTh 3aCTaHeT Tebst BpacIuiox, He Ooiics mocne el TbMbl, Xpoc. CMepTh — 3TO He MOpakeHHe
IIIECTEPEHKH, TO MOMEHT, KOI/la OHa HAaKOHEIl MepecTaeT CKpUMeTh oT 0onu. Ecnu Ku3Hb Tak U He
3ariaTiiia Tebe Jake rpoiia, TO MOKOM CTaHeT TBOeW eIMHCTBEHHOW M caMoW YeCTHOHM Harpajou
ot cmeptu. [IpocTo 3aKkpoii T71a3a M MO3BOJIb 3TOMY MUPY MCUE3HYTh, YTOOBI OKYHYThCS B THUIIb U
TIOKOM>».

Beck Mup cxaiics 10 ToUK 001, KOTOPYIO OH OKU/1AJ TIOYYBCTBOBATD B CIIEAYIONTYIO CEKYH/TY.
«[lyctp Oynmer OBICTPO», — MPOHECTACh B TOJOBE IMOCIEIHSS TOpbKass MbICTab. CeKyHIbl CTau
TSAHYTbCS Kak Tyras npyxuHa. Ho BMecTo xosionHoro pesa kapra BIPYr BEpHYJIACh K BIIaJesblly, a
CJIEIOM Pa3/1aJiCsl 3BOHKUM ILIEITYOK T10 HOCY.

— Ayu! — HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJI DXPOC, PacliaxHyB IJ1a3a OT HEOKUAaHHOCTH.
Han vum crostn Kacryc. Be3ymHsIii Oieck B €ro rja3ax MTHOBEHHO CMEHUJICS MPUBBIYHBIM
JIyKaBBIM IIPUILIY POM.

DoKyCHUK Beceso KpyTUJI KapTy Me:X Ay NajblLeB, a X pOH, BCe ellle CKUMABLIMI I11e40 DXpoca,
ocaOWT XBaTKy M M3J1aJ1 3BYK, TIONO3PUTENHHO TIOXOKHUI HA CYXOH MEXaHUYECKUN CMEIIOK.

— Yro %k, rocnogvH a00bYa, Hallla MaJleHbKasi 0XxoTa KoHumnack! — Kacrtyc pacrutbuicst B
IIIMPOKOY U HeJeNol ynbiOke. — MosKeTe CUMTaTh 3TO MOMM O(PHIIMATIBHBIM B3bICKAHUEM 3a TO, UTO
HArJIO HallyTaJli MEHs B CLIApPUHTE.

XPOH OTITYCTUJI IUIEYO U MEAJIEHHO OTCTYNWJI, yOupast 4achl B KApMaH.

— HakazaHue ucronHeHo, — MPOCKPEsKeTas OH, ¥ B 3BE3/1aX €ro IJ1a3 O0JIbllie He ObUIO KAk Il

youiictBa. — CTpax — JIyYIIWiA U CaMblii YECTHBIN YUHUTENb JUIsl TOTO, KTO CJIMIIKOM OBICTPO YBe-
POBaJ B CBOIO HEMTOOETUMOCTb.
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DXpoc cUJIe Ha TpaBe, XKaJHO XBaTasi PTOM BO3/lyX U HE Bepsl, YTO Bce ellle KuB. Mep B ero
BEHaX MOCTENEHHO OCThIBAJIA, OCTABJISIS JIUIIIb 3BEHSIIIIYIO MTYCTOTY.

— BBl... BBI ITPOCTO U3/I€BATIMCH HAI0 MHOM ? — MPOXPUIIEIT OH, YyBCTBYSI, KaK y’Kac CMEHSIETCSI
JIMKOM, OITyCTOIIAIOIIEN SPOCTHIO.

— WzneBanuch? O Her, rocnoauH, Mbl Bac 3akajisiim! — Kacryc TearpajibHO BCIUIECHYJ
pyKamu, 1 KOJIo[a KapT MOCTYIIHBIM BEEpOM BTSHYJIACh B €T0 PYKaB.

DXpoc CMOTpe Ha HUX CHU3Y BBEPX, CKMMasi KYJaKM TaK, YTO KOCTSAIIKM moodenesu. JpocTb
AyLIAIA ero, Memas apiiath. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI ceOsl YHUKEHHBIM, PACTONTAHHBIM, TPEBPAIICHHBIM B
UTPYIIKY JUTS ABYX O€3yMIIeB.

— 3akansamm?! — BCKPUKHYJI OH, C TPYAIOM NIOHUMASICh ¢ KojieH. Horu Bee ernie nmoarnoaimch.
— BbI OXOTUIMCH HA MEHsI, CJIOBHO TOJIOJIHBIE XUIITHUKHU! fI 4yBCTBOBAJI Ballly Kax/y MOei KpoBu!

— Ecin 661 MBI 10-HACTOSIIIIEMY XOTEJM Balllel KPOBH, FOCTIOAWH A00bIYA, BB OBl ceifuac He
ropopiin. — XonoaHo orpe3an Kacryc. — Ho Bama nanuka... oHa Oblia mogmMHHOM. Tereps Bbl
MOYYBCTBOBAJIM, KaK JOPOro CTOMT Kbl Ball BIOX. B cremyomuil pa3, Korga Ha Bamiey Imee
OyleT XoJogHasi pyKa CMepTH, Bbl BCTIOMHUTE 9TOT MOMEHT. Bbl moiimere, 4To Baiia KU3Hb — 3TO
HE TIPOCTO Jap, a CTaBKa B MpeACTosIer 60pbOe, KOTOPYIO Bbl 00s13aHbI 3aIUINATh JTIOOOM IIEHOM.
Kaxpmas pana v mponurtasi BAMM KpOBb — 3TO IIIaTa, U Terephb Bbl 3HAETE, HACKOJIBKO OHA BBICOKA,
YTOOBI HE OT/IaBaTh €€ TAPOM.

Kacryc mopomien Onvke W, BOMPEKU HEIaBHEW JKECTOKOCTH, OCTOPOKHO MPOTSHYJ DXPOCy
YUCTBINA TUTATOK.

— BbIKyn y poka, MOMHUTE? — BKPaJAUMBO Hayasl (POKYCHUK, CIIM3bIBAsI KAIUIIO MEJIU C KapThl.
— Pok Geper 1uiaty TpyJoM 1 KpoBbIO, rocriofinH. CunTaiTe, 4TO CErofHs Bbl 3aIIATHIIN CIIOJTHA.

IXpOC CMOTpEJI Ha MPOTSAHYTYIO TKaHb. Ero majslisl Jpoxkaii, 3apbIBasich B XOJIOAHYIO 3€MIIIO,
HO BHYTPH, B CaMOM I'TyOMHE JIyIIIY, YTO-TO OKOHYATEIBbHO 3aK PUCTAJUIM30BaAIOCh U roxosozeso. To,
YTO BCerja MblTajcs B3pacTuTh B HeM Punerns. CeKyHIy OH MeJIHI, a 3aTeM, BMECTO TOI'O YTOOBI
B3$Th IUIATOK, COBEPLIMJI PE3KUH, IOMaHbIil PIBOK BIIEpEI.

Kacryc He ycnien cpearnupoBath — OH Y:ke ObUT pacciadiieH, Hacaaxasich CBOEH pOJIbio HACTaB-
Huka. [lanbiel Dxpoca, JIMIKUE OT Meu, MEPTBOM XBaTKOM BLEMWIKCH B €ro ropsio. EnuHcTBeHHas
KapTa, MOJUUHSACH He TeXHHKe, a OCIeHOMY JKUBOTHOMY TIOPBIBY, CO CBUCTOM BCIIOPOJIA BO3JIYyX.
Omna nponuia B MwiMMerpe ot miasza Kacryca, octaBuB Me[IHBIN Cliefl Ha €ro yXe, U, OTPUKOIIETUB
OT ero COOCTBEHHOTO IINTA, Tope3aia XPpoHy PyKy, C:KUMAIOIIYIO Yachl.

Ha nonsxe noBucia rycrasi, MepTBasi TUIIMHA.

— CeronHs 5 3arIaTHII BaM CIIOJIHA, — rOJIOC DXpoca MPO3BYyYasl HU3KO U MyTalolie TBEP/IO.
OH pazxan naislipl, 1 KacTyc HEBOJIBHO OTCTYNNJI HA 1LAr Ha3aj. DXPOC MOIHSI OKPOBABJIEH-

HYIO KapTy U IPOTsAHYJI ee (POKYCHUKY BMeCTO I11aTKa. [1o MeTasuty MeuIeHHO NoI3i1a Tsikesas Karuis
YyKOl KPOBHU.
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— Vpok ycBoeH. { y3Han 1ieHy cBoeit meau. Ho 3armomuuTe: B cieayiomun pa3 s BO3bMY C
BaC HE TOJIbKO MOpE3aMH.

On 3actaBuit cebs1 CMOTpPeTh MPSIMO B paciiMpeHHbIe 3padykul (POKYCHUKA, He OTBOJISI B3I IA.
Kactyc MenneHHO mogHec JafoHb K MOPE3aHHOMY yXy, KOCHYJICS paHbl M TIOCMOTpEN Ha MeJIHOe
nsaTHO Ha nasbiax. Cekynaa. [se.

— JlocToiHO, rocnoguH, — Brojrosnoca npousHec Kacryc. — Bbl He IpOCTO OrpBI3HYIUCH.
BbI ernie 1 3a0panu CBOIO ciauy.

DOKYCHUK MEUICHHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY. DTO HE ObLI TeaTpasIbHBIN MOKJIOH — 3TO ObUI KECT
XMIIHHUKA, TPU3HABLIETO PABHOIO.

— C ceronHsIIHEro JHS, FOCTIOAVH, MOS BOJIS IIPU3HAET Ballly, — CIIOKOMHO MTPOM3HEC X POH.
3Be3/Ibl ero I71a3 CBETHINCh Terepb MHaYe — POBHO M IIyOOKO. — I He MOT ciieno uiaTH 3a BaMu
JMnIb U3-3a BbizoBa Emy. S nomken Obu1 yOeauThCst B TBEPAOCTH BaIIIEro AyXa.

— Teneps MbI 3HaeM, 4TO MEM He 3a IIyTOM, OpOcaloIInM clioBa Ha Betep, — Kacryc crpsix-
HYJI KpOBb ¢ KapThl. — CTpax cTaj BaM JIy4IlIUM U YeCTHbIM yuuTesieM. [laio BaM CJI0BO: Mbl OyaemM
CJTy’)KUTh BaM BEPOH U MTPaBJOM.

Oba 0XOTHMKA OTHOBPEMEHHO MPOTSIHY/IA PYKH CBOEH HeIaBHEN «I00bIUe», TIOMOTasi DXpocy
TIO/IHSATBCS C KOJIEH.

— INoguumaiitech ke, rocoguH aHTperpeHep! — npousHec Kacryc yxke 6e3 TeHH U3JeBKU.
— 4 xy 0OBsIBICHUST HavYas1a HACTOSIIIETO IOy !

— Bcragaiite, rocnonus 9Xpoc, — 3X0M 0TO3BaJICsl XPOH. — $ Ky BalllMX yKa3aHUM.

DXpoc MPHUHSUT TIOMOIIb, HO TYT €My B TOJIOBY IMPUIILIO XOJOAHOE O3apeHHue: ceiluac OH He
Oosnee yeM OBIIa B BOTYbel mIKype. be3 cobcTBeHHOrO apredakTa eMy HUKOTIa He repectath ObITh
n0OBIYEel, ¥ paHO WITH MO3THO BOJIKM TTOWMYT, YTO TIOJ IIIKYPOM BCE ellle CKpbIBAaeTCs c1adast JKepTBa
C KJIEIMOM.

I'naBa 5:«Ilpoiiioe MOJI0I0TO y4eHOrO»

Kocrep MupHO moTpeckuBall, BHIOpachiBasi B CyMEPKH pbiKMe MCKPbl. Haj jiecom MeieHHO
IIJIBIJIM CBUHLIOBBIC Ty‘H/I, OHH OKOHYATCJIBHO BBITECCHAIN HO‘IHYIO TEMEHb, HO HE HpI/IHOCI/UII/I paCCBeT-
HOro 00JIeryeHus.

DXpoc CUaeN y OrHsl, MPOTSIHYB 03sI0IIKe JIAIOHH K KapKOMY TUIaMeHH. B MBICIISIX OH CHOBa
Y CHOBa MPOKPYYUBAT HOUHYIO 0XOTy. CTOMIJIO HA MUT TIPUKPHITh BEKH, KaK KOKY BHOBb O0XKHUTAIIO
JIeISTHOE TIPUKOCHOBEeHUE KapThl. Jlaxke Oe300MIHBIN IIeIeCT JIMCTBBI Tereph Ka3ascs JaJeKUM 9XOM
6e3ymHoro cmexa Kacryca. OHM Ha3bIBaJIM 3TO «3aKaJIKON», HO DXPpOC He OOMaHBIBAJICS: CITyTHUKU
MPOCTO YIHUBAJUCH €ro OECIIOMOITHOCTHIO, PA3BJIEKAsICh 3a CUET UYKOU CadOCTH.

OOpaTHbI MyTh K IIATPy MPOILES B TATOCTHOM MOJTYaHUM. JIUIIIb IIeCTepHH Ha XujeTe XpoHa
MOHOTOHHO JISI3TaJIA B TaKT LIaraM, Ioka TOT nognupan dxpoca miedomM. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ 3Ty IMOJ-
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IEpXKKY, HO Ternepb OHa Kazajgach OOMaHYMBOW — CJIOBHO PyKa MOMOIIM B JIIOOOW MOMEHT MOTJIa
CKaTbCsl HA TopIie.

BHe3zanHo Hay KOCTPOM MeIEHHO PacKpbuIcs 3(PUPHBIH 1J1a3. DXPOC OTIIATHYJICS, XOTeJ ObLIO
3aKpUYaTh, HO TOPJIO CKOBAJIO CYIOPOroi. DuUp B KUJIaX BMUT MPEBPATHIICH B BA3KUM cBUHEL. He
B CWJIaX MMOMICBEIIMTHCA, MYTHUK MOT JIMIIb Ha6)IIOI[aTb. B ronose 3a3By4aJl rojioc — 3BOHKHﬁ, Kak
CKPUIIKA, U POBHBIH, KaK yIapbl METPOHOMA:

— ApredakTsl KytoTcs 3¢gupom, xpoc. CTOUT Ulb BO3kenaTh. JIUIb CUIbHENIINE CIIo-
COOHBI BOIUIOTHUTBH IMPEMET, OTPAKAIOIININ HX CYTh, IPOITYCTUB CBOIO SHEPTUIO Yepe3 K pucTaiut apupa
— acuckypa. Cnabsle ke BHIropaioT JoT1a. Kprcrat xkaJHo BHITATUBAET U3 HUX SHEPIUIO, HE BCTpe-
yasi CONPOTUBJIEHUS, U €Civ 3(rpa B KWJIaxX HE XBATUT, I(PUPHUT YMPET OT UCTOILEHHUS.

['ma3 pesko 3axJIONMHYJCS, OCTaBUB mocie cedst (proieToBylo ABIMKY. Telo BHOBb CTaso
MOC/TYILIHBIM, OLIETIEHEHUE CIAJIO.

«CTOUT JUIIb BO3XKENATh. ..» — IPOHECIACh B TOJIOBE HaBs3uMBas Mbicib. Ho ee mepedui
XpycT BeTKu. M3 jieca Bbllien HEKTO B IUIAILE, YCETHHOM PUCYHKaMU (PHUOJIETOBBIX IJ1a3.

— Ipenarens HaitneH! bpatbst Mou, Bo uMsi Bzopa Ero — uckopenuts ckBepHy! — npopeBen
rOJIOC U3 YallIy.

DXpoc cpearupoBajl paHbIlle, YeM OCO3HAJ 3Ty BHe3arHyl yrposy. Teso, ele MOMHUBIICE
HOYHYIO OXOTY M CBHUCT KapT, caMO OPOCHJIOCh B CTOPOHY. ApOaieTHbI OOJT ¢ CYXUM CTYKOM BOH-
3WJICS B JIEPEBO TaMm, Iie MTHOBEHHE Ha3aj OblIa ero rojiopa. Kacryc u XpoH MOMEHTaJIbHO OKa3a-
JINCh TIOO/1aJTb, 3aCTHIB B XMIITHOM OXUIaHHH.

— Tocropun nuaep, KakoB OyaeT Baill NMpuka3z? — roioc XpoHa BUOPUPOBAJ, KaK COTHS
0e3yMHBIX METPOHOMOB, & €T0 JABWKEHHU S CTJIA PE3KUMH, I€PraHbIMU, TIOJTHBIMU TTOJABIISIMOIN MOIITH.

DXpoc BCKUHYJI TooBy. B ero rasax Gosnslie He ObLIO CTpaxa — JIMIIb XOJIOAHAS PEIUMOCTD
BBIPBATh y 3TOI'0 MUPA CBOIO ILIATY.

— Hauunaem 1moy! — BBIKpUKHYJI OH, YyBCTBYsl, KaK M€/lb B )KMJIaX HAUMHAET IPEThCS.

INoka KyIbTUCTBI BCKUABIBAIM OpYKHE, DXPOC PBaHYJICS MPSIMO B T'YIIy BParoB, He 3a0bIB HA
0ero MpUXBaTUTh 3aKUIAIOIINI YaiiHUK. B cremyionmii ’e MOMEHT OH BBIXBATHJI U3 BO3/yXa Mapy
KapThl, OCTaBJIeHHbIe KacTycoMm «Ha yaauy», 1 HaruTai ux ceouM acpupom. Kaptel BerbixHy M (hro-
JIETOBOM JBIMKOH ¢ OarpoBbIMU MPOCBETAMMU, TOTOBBIE Pe3aTh BPAXKECKYIO IJIOTh.

OnmHUM yJayHbIM IIUPOKUM B3MaxoM OH COWJI TIpUIE] BTOPOMY apOajeTuuKy M 3armyCThT
B HEroO 3aKOIMYEeHHbI cocyll. TsKeaplil YallHUK TOMail KYJbTUCTY MPSIMO B TOJIOBY, 3aCTaBUB TOTO
B3BBITh OT O0. He Tepsist BpeMeHu, DXpoc MOJIOCHYIT OMIMIAPEHHOCY Bpary ropio. Bropoit kaproii
Ixpoc 3a0JJ0KUPOBAJT BBINA/L KOTIEHIIIMKA U MOAPE3a €My HOTH.

— XpoH, x11 Moer komaHbl! JIummm ux komanaoBanusi! Kacryc, kapTel MHE! — yBEpeHHO
BCKPUKHYJT DXPOC, B3OMPAsICh MO KAPTOYHOM JIECTHHUIIE.
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B ogun PBIBOK OH OKa3aJICA 1103aAu paCTCPAHHOIO IJ1aBapA. Ero PYKH 3aMKOM CKaJIMCh Ha ICC
KYJIbTUCTA, JIMIIasA BO3MOKHOCTH OeKaTh.

— Ceiiyac BbUIETUT NTUYKA! — SIPOCTHO BBIKPUKHYJI DXPOC.

XpOH cpearupoBaJl MTHOBEHHO: ero Mauibli 1iudeponar yerpeMusics K nieiau. Cyxoi OryIm-
TEJIbHBIA XPYCT pedep riiaBapsi 9XoM pasHeccs o nossiHe. KynbTuct 3axiieOHyscs OypisiiuM OT
KPOBH KPUKOM U PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJTI0, IIPUJIABJIEHHBI BeCOM 3(PUPHOTO IITHTA.

BckunyB nmapy KapT B BO3/1yX, DXpoc 3aMeTHJI, KaK OJMH M3 KONEUIIMKOB 3aHOCUT OpYyXHUe 3a
crimHoi Kactyca. Bcem HyTpoM oH XoTes, YToO0bI 0e3yMHbIN (POKYCHUK OYYBCTBOBAI TO K€, UTO U OH
cam, Korja ObuT «100b149eii». Ho 3Ta MbIc/Ib cpa3sy ke OTCTYIIIIA, OCTABUB MECTE JIUIIb XOJIOAHOCTH.

— Kacr, czagu! — 3akpryan Dxpoc, Ha OTMAIIb OOPYIIMBAs KapThl HA KOMEHINNKA.

Kormbe, roroBoe nCIOATUIIIKA BOH3UTHCS B CITUHY (DOKYCHHMKA, BBIAJIO U3 pyK. PaHaTuK aaxe
HE yCIIeJI HUYEero MOHATh, Kak B Ty ke MUHYTY KacTyc pacrionocoBai ero gecarkamu KapT, He OCTaB-
JIsisl Ha TeJle )KUBOTO MECTa.

— bnaropapio, rocnonus! Bel IpUKpbUIM MHE CIIMHY, — PaJ0CTHO OTO3BAJICS (DOKYCHUK.

Boit koHumics Tak e ObICTPO, Kak 1 Hadasicsa. Cpeliu 3aTHXINNX Tesl DXPOC 3aMeTHIT IBVIKe-
Hue. [locnemHuii BBDKUBIIWM, el riany ObUT M30PBaH B KJIOUbs, THITAJICS OTIHOJN3TH, OCTaBJIsISA Ha
TpaBe Me/IHbIN ciiell. Ero jmio npeBpaTtiiioch B MECUBO U3 CCaJlMH, MIOPE30B U 3aleKIIeNCsl KPOBH,
a B IJIa3ax 3aCTbUI )KUBOTHBIN YyKac.

— TlocnoguH, k yemy 3Ta MeUTENBHOCTH? — KacTyc TearpanbHO MpUIOAHSIT OPOBb, MOUT-
pbIBasi OKPOBABJIEHHOU KapTOil. — XOTHUTE PACTSAHYTb (PMHA U HACTAUTHCS KX JI0M CEKYH/I0M 3TOTO
moy?

DXpoc He OTBETWI. Pe3KUM PBIBKOM OH COKpPATWJI AUCTAHIIMIO, CTped KyJIBTUCTA 32 IIUBOPOT
Y B3JICPHYJI BBEpX, CTaBsl Ha HOrW. [ py0o CXBaTHB ero 3a mogOOpONOK, OH 3aCTaBUJI BE3YHUHKOB
CMOTpeTh cebe B riiaza.

— Crnymaii MeHs1 BHUMATENIbHO, (paHATUK, — ToJIoc DXpoca ObUI CYXUM U XOJIOTHBIM, Kak
TpecK Jiomarolerocs Jibaa. — 1 maxy 1eds. Ho Tonpko isi Toro, 4toObl Th Tepeial Xpamy OTHO
COOOIIEHHUE: CKOIBKO ObI OTPSI0B He OBbLIIO TIOCTaHO, BCe OHM OyayT pasrpomiieHbl. OcTaBbTe HAC B
TIOKOE.

OH pa3z:xas XBaTKy U KYJIbTUCT, €JBa KOCHYBILIMCh 3€MJIY, COpBaJICA ¢ MecTa. beponara myancs
CKBO3b Yallly, He pa30upasi 10poru, OyATO CMEpTh JpblIlIaia eMy B 3aThUIOK.

— Hep3ko, rocnioguH uaep! — Kacrtyc pacruibuicsi B MIMPOKOW UCKPEHHEH YIIbIOKe, B KOTOPO
OoJIbIlIe He OCTAIOCh TeHU NpeHeOpeskeHnst. — C Kask/10i MUHYTOH Ballle PeACTaBIeHIe CTAHOBUTCS
BCE 3aXBaThIBAIOLLIEE.

— DToi OOWHEH MBI JIWIIb MMOKA3aId CBOIO CEPhEe3HYI0 OMACHOCTh IS KYJIbTa, — XOJIOTHO

KOHCTaTHpoBaJl XPOH, MPOBOXasi Oeriera B3rIsA0M MyJbCUpPYIONHX 3Be31. — KynbT He ocTaBUT
Hac, oH nonuiet Kaparesneit Ha 3aUiCTKy.
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INocnenuue cnoBa 4acoBILMKA IPO3BYYall CJIOBHO CYJIEHUCKUI MOJIOT B ITyCTOM 3aJI€, pa3Kuras
B ITyTHUKE MaJIEHbKUI OTOHEK CTpaxa.

DXpOocy OTYASTHHO XOTEJIOCh THIIUHBI. «YTO HU IJIaBa MOEW UCTOPUHM — TO OOW WIIM YTO-TO
MOXyXke», — FOPbKO MIPOHECJIOCh B MBICIISIX. MoJT4a TapeHb HalTpaBUIICS CMBIBATh KPOBb, ITOKA CITYT-
HUKHW CKPBIBAJIMCH B IATPE.

Jlopora cKkBo3b Jiec, K py4blo OblIa HAMTOJTHEHA TUXOW 3J1000. MecTo JIIsl yMBbIBAaHUS OH TIPH-
METHJI el1le BO BPEMSsI «OXOTbI», KOTJIa BOJIEIO pOKa €/1Ba He PyXHYJI B oBpar. Tam, 3a CTeHOM 1epeBbeB,
npsATaIach MPUPOIHAst YaIla ¢ royooBaTou, ciado CBETSIIENCs BOJOH. DXPOCY XOTEIOCh HE IPOCTO
YMBITHCSI M CMBITh KPOBb — €MY HYKHO ObLIO 3a0BIThCSI, CMBITh C ce0sl JIMIKUEe 00pa3bl HOYHOTO
YHUKEHUS.

COpocuB pBaHyi0 Ope3eHTOBYIO KypTKY U OOTMHKH, OH IIeJTMKOM OKYHYJICS B 3aBOjib. Bojia oka-
3asach JiessHor. OOXKHUTAOIUI X0I0[, MTHOBEHHO TPOIIAJ TEJIO, B YIIaxX 3aJIOKWIO OT JaBJICHHUS.
JKuakocTth OblTa CTPaHHOM, CJIeTKa CKJIM3KOMW, a Ha JIHE, TIOKaYMBasICh, PACIYCKAIUCh CUHHE CBETSI-
muecs nBeThl. Ha pa3ym Hactynuiio ctpanHoe oOnerdenue. MpICiau 0 MyYUTEIbHOW CMEPTH OTCTY-
1IN, CMEHUBIINUCH 3BCHAIIIIM CITOKOVWCTBHEM. Me}lb B BCHAaX Ha4daJla MCAJICHHO IMPOIrpeBarbCA, HE
naBasi TeJly 3aMep3HYTb, @ O3€pHasl CJIU3b MPHUATHO MOUTUITBIBANIA PAHbI, 32XKUBJISIS U3 MIPSIMO Yepes
3(pUpHYI0 KOPKY. «CTOUT JIMIIIb BO3KENATD. ..» — BHOBb JOHECJIOCh U3 CAMbIX TJIyOUH CO3HAHHMSI.

Bri6pasiich Ha Oeper, DXpoc 3amep, MOpakeHHbIN CTPaHHBIM 3pesuiieM. Ero MeiHasi KpoBb,
ToMaBIlasl B 3aBO/Ib, HE PacTBOpsIach M HE ocejana Ha AHO. HampotuB — oHa mysbcupoBasia Ha
CaMoU MIOBEPXHOCTH, COOMPAsICh B KMBbIE KOJIbI[A, KOTOPbIE MEJIEHHO CXOUJIVCH K IIEHTPY OacceiiHa.
CJOBHO HE3PUMBIIA MarHUT TSHYJ UX B TY TOUKY, I7Ie KOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIAaCh HEOOBSICHUMAsT SHEPTHSI.

DXpoc MPUCMOTPEJICA: B CAMOM LIEHTPe IMyJIbcalysl OblJIa HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHOM, YTO BOJA ILIA
YacTOi MeJKOU psa0bio, OyATO Tam, B IIyOHHe, 4To-TO Ablmano. OH cHOBa HBIpHYJ. BHU3Y, B nipu-
3payHOM MapeBe HEOHOBBIX IJBETOB U YTOJIbHO-YEPHOTI0 IIECKa, Pa3ropajioch HHOE, XUIIIHOE CBEUEHUE.

[Mapens ycTpemusics ko AHy. YeM riyOike OH OMyCKasCs, TeM OTYETIMBEe BHUIET «MEPTBYIO
30HY»: HECKOJIbKO MJEAJIbHO POBHBIX KOHLIEHTPUUECKUX KPYIOB K3 YEPHOro Iecka. BHyTpu 3Tmx
KOJIEIl HE POC/IO HU €IMHOM TPaBMHKH, HE ObUIO HM OJHOTO CBETAIIErocs IBETKAa — JIMIIb Tojas,
BBIKJKEHHAs IIyCTOTA JHA.

B camom nieHTpe 3THX KpyroB mokowicsi oH. Kpucrayut ObuT HenpaBUIbHOM pBaHO#M (DOpMBI,
CJIOBHO 3aCTBHIBIIHMI OCKOJIOK I'p030BOro HeGa. PuosneToBble rpaHd Mpope3asid KPYITHbIE JIaTyHHbIe
KWJIBIL, @ B caMOU ITyOMHE KaMHs NeperBaiach rycras Bsaskas TbMa. «(PUCKyp», — TYJIKUM 3XOM
OTO3BAJIOCh B CO3HAaHWH, KOI/1a MaJIbLbl KOCHYJIMCh KPUCTALIA.

DXpoc MepTBOW XBAaTKOH BIIEMMJICS B KaMeHb W pBaHyJcs BBepX. OH TsKeno BbIOpasics Ha
Oeper, cxumas B KyJake MyJIbCUPYIONIIUI X001 3(prcKkypa — cBolo Oymyiyio cuiny. Boga crekana
C ero Teja MEIHBIMHU CTPYSIMU, HO OH He UyBCTBOBAJ XOJIO[a — JIMIIb JUKOE, IEPBOOBITHOE TOP-
kectBo. CTOMIIO eMy OITyCTUTBHCSI Ha KOJIEHH, YTOOBI TIEPEBECTH JIyX, KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO TMepesl HUM
BHOBb TOILTO psiObio. Bo3ayx crycrumiics, 3amaxjio 030HOM M CTapOl MeJplo, U Hajl KPOMKOW BOJIbI
MeJIJICHHO, C JISICHAIIUM AyIly Oe3pa3iuuueM, pacraxuyics DgupHsiid [1a3. Ero 3pauok, 6e310H-
HBI 1 OECKOHEYHBIH, 3a(puKCHpOBaICs IPSMO Ha JuIe DXpoca.
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— Thl Hatesn ero, — roJioc B TOJIOBE 3a3ByYall THUINE, BKPAJAYMBEe, B HEM CIIBIIIAJICS POKOT
nanekoi 0ypu. — Ho kpucramn — yuibs Matepuai. TBou cuiia M BOJISt — BOT Ky3HEIIbI, YTO BBIKYIOT
TeOe apTedakT.

DXpoc 3aMmep, He cMesl MoleBeanTbes. Baraa [asa npommBan ero HaCKBO3b, BHITATMBAS
Hapy:Ky BCE 3aTaCHHbIE OOMIBI ¥ TOPEYb MOC/IETHUX YaCOB.

— Tebst TpaBUIM Kak 3Bepsi, — MPOIOIKA TOJIOC, ¥ B KAXKIOM CJIOBE CKBO3WII Ay PMaHSIIIHAIA
1. — TeOs1 3acTaBsAIM NOJI3aTh B TPSI3U U MOJIUTH O Tmomazie. Te, KTo Ha3bIBaloT ceOsl TROUMU CITYT-
HUKaMHU, JIMIIb KA MOMEHTA, KOT/la Thl CJIOMAeIIbCsl. XOYelllb JIU Thl OCTABUTH 3TO Oe3 oTBeTa?

DXPOc HEBOJILHO Ckaul Ky/ak. OcTpble rpaHu 3(pUCKypa BIWIKCH B JIAJJOHb, OKPACUB KPUCTAJLT
ME/IBIO.

— I'psner HOBast HOUb, — C/IAJIOCTHO IpolienTai [71a3, U ero 3padyok pacIIMPUIICS, 3aTOIHSSA
coOoii Bce BueHre. — Haunu sxe cBoto urpy. IlepeBepHr MOHETY MX TOpXKeCTBa Ha OOpaTHYIO CTO-
poHy. U mycTb OXOTHMKM caMu y3HAIOT BKyC cTpaxa. Otomctu, Dxpoc. [lokaxku um, 4to ObIBaeT,
KOTJa kepTBa 00peTaeT KJIbIKU. Ternepb OHM — J00bIYa B TBOMX PyKax.

I'1a3 pe3ko cXJIOIMHYJICS, OCTAaBUB MOCTIE Ce0sl JIMIIb 3BOH B YIIIaX U OBICTPO paccesioBLIyIOCS Ha
BO3J1yXe (PUOJIETOBYIO ABIMKY C KPACHBIMH IIPOCBETAMU. DXPOC NOAHSICA Ha HOTM. OH OCMOTpe Ha
KPHUCTAJUTL: TeNepb JIATYHHBIE KUJIbl BHYTPH HETO CBETUJIUCH SIPOCTHBIM, HEIOOPBIM CBETOM, & HEKOTAa
MUPHO Ne€peIMBaBLIASCS BHYTPH KaMHs ThMa IPEBPATUIACh B BUXPb.

— JloOblya B MOMX pyKax, — OCKAJIMBIIKCh, CKa3al DXPOC, CUIbHEEe CKUMast KyJIaK.

OH CKOJIBb3HYJI K JIarepio OeciryMHOMU TeHblo. Koctep nouru nporopes, NpeBpaTuBILIICh B POC-
CBIIIb OArpOBBIX €JIe CBETSAIIMX YIVIel, HAMOMUHAIOIIMX 3aTyXalollye 171a3a 3Beps. B marpe 3amepiu
Kacryc n XpoH; ux gpixaHue ObUIO CIHMIIKOM MEPHBIM, CJMIIIKOM KOHTPOJIUPYEMbIM — TaK CIISIT
XUIIHUKHY, TOTOBbIE K TPBUKKY B 7000 MUT. CKpBIB MyJIbCHPYIOMIUI (PUCKYP TOJ JTOXMOThSIMU
KyPTKH, DXPOC ylIesa B caMmylo TYCTYIO TeMEHb y Kpasi mojisiHbl. OH yrnast Ha KOJIEHU U, CTUCHYB 3yObl
OT MPEBKYIIEHUsT 00N, TPOITYCTUII TIEPBbIA UMITYJIbC d(prpa Yepe3 KPUCTaILT.

PeanpHOCTH BOKPYT HajtoMuIack. ThMa Jieca pa3Bepsiach, ¥ B BO3yXe, CJIOBHO pBaHbIE MPO-
pe3U B TKaHU MIPOCTPAHCTBA, CTAJIM OTKPBbIBATbCS AECATKU 3(PUPHBIX M1a3. OHU OKPYXKWIN DXpoca
KUBBIM MEPIHAIOIIMM KYIOJIOM, OTCEKasi ero OT BHeIIHero Mupa. Kaxplil 3padyok ObUT MPUKOBAH
K HEMy, CO3/aBasi TUILIMHY CTOJIb a0COJIOTHYIO, YTO B HEW OTUYETIMBO CIIBIIIAJICS JIMIIb OCICHBIH,
3arHAHHBIA CTYK €ro COOCTBEHHOTrO cepua. B neHTpe 3Toro ria3Horo KOKoHa, IpsiMo Hepet JIMLOM
DXpoca, pacnaxHyloch orpoMHoe Oypoe oko. CTOMJIO MX B3IJIsAaM Mepecedbcsi, KaK CO3HAHUE
Ixpoca OyATO BHIPBAJIO U3 TeEJA.

Ero nakpsuia yaynumsas Oenr3Ha. DXpoc BUAET MU I71a3aMu Mesels, CTosIIero 3a OpoHu-
POBaHHBIM CTEKJIOM HaOmogaTesbHoro mnocra. I1o Ty cTopoHy, B CTEpMIIBHOM OOKCe, ero oter —
[JIABHBIN YUEHBIN ITEPBOU SKCTIEAUITIN — METOJUYHO BCKPHIBAJ BEHBI 0UepeTHOMY «00pa3ity». [Tos-
OIBITHBIN XPHIIEJT, €r0 MAJIBIIBI CKPEOJIH M0 METaJUTy CTOMA, HO OTEll Jake He CMOTpEJI CBOEH KepTBe
B 1L0. Ero uHTepecoBanu oMb oka3aread Ha MOHUTOPaX, pe3yJbTaT SKCIIEPUMEHTA U, Kak Ka3a-
JIOCh MOJIOIOMY YYEHOMY — aroHHs1 MOJOIBITHOTO.
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— CMOTpH BHUMaTeJIbHEE, ChIH, — pa3JaJics B TaMATH I'0JI0C OTIA, CyXOM U JIMIIEHHbIN XKaJlo-
ctu. — Mup — 310 nactouie. EcTb Te, KTO pok/ieH ObITh KEPTBOM, U Te, KTO POXJIEH YOUBATh HX.
['yMaHHOCTb — 3TO JIMIIIL CKa3Ka [Isl OBELl, YTOObI OHM HE pa30erairch, MoKa BOJIKU BHIOMPAIOT, KTO
MOMIeT Ha YOO ceromHsl.

Me3enb cMOTpe Ha CBOM PyKH — JJIMHHBIE TOHKHE MaJIbIIbl OYIyILEero TBOpIia, KOTOphIe MOKa
elle TOJIBKO CKUMAJIM Kpail mynbTa. BHyTpu Oyayiero HamecTHuKa AOCKypryMa 3aKurajia He Tpo-
CTO HEHABHCTb, a ITyOoKoe oTBpaiieHre. OH BUJIEN, KaK 3TU «BOJIKM» B O€JIbIX XajlaTax yIUBAIOTCS
CBOEH CWJION, cuuTasi clnaboCTh IPYrux OMpaBAaHUEM sl JIOObIX 3BepCTB. Il HUX BEPXHUN MUP
OBbLT UeaTbHON (pepMONd, TJIe CTpax CITYKWJI JIydIliel orpajiou.

«BpI Ha3pIBaeTe ceOst BOJIKaMK? — XOJI0HAsI MBICTb Me3ensi pe3aHysia co3HaHue dxpoca. —
Her. Bol mpocTo cTepBATHUKM, MUPYIOIIME HA TEX, KTO HE MOXET JAaTh BaM OTHOP. Bbl co3nanu mup,
i€ KJIBIKU — €JUHCTBEHHBIN MPOMYCK K KU3HU. UTO XK... €CIM 3TOT MUP MOHUMAET TOJIBKO SI3bIK
XUIIHUKOB, 51 CTAaHy CAMBIM CTPAITHBIM M3 HUX. f 0OpeTy Takue KJBIKH, OT OIHOTO BHIA KOTOPBIX
BalllM CTau OyAyT CKYJIUTh B ykace. YToOBI CacTy cTajo, HY)KHO HE IPOCUThH BOJIKOB O MUJIOCEPIUH
— HYXXHO BBIPBaTh UM KJIBIKU KUBBEM»

DXpOC YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3Ta (prytocodusi «CrpaBeATuBOro TAPaHa» MPOIIUBAET €r0 HACKBO3b.
Me3sesnb He XOTesT ObITh OBIIOM U HE XOTeJl ObITh TAKUM «BOJIKOM», Kak ero orerl. OH pemi cTaTh
MAaCTyXOM, KOTOPBII JEPKHUT B PyKax KaJeHOe jKeJie30, TOTOBBIA BbIKEeUb JIIOOYIO 3apasy paau Oydy-
IIer0 CIIOKOWCTBHUS TeX, KTo ¢1a0. Kaskasi cynmopora MmofomnbITHOTO 3a CTEKJIOM OT/IaBajiach B Mesere
TSDKEJIBIM, TYJIKMM YAapOM — TaK B Ky3HHIIE €ro JyIIY BHIKOBBIBAJIACH BOJS K aOCOMIOTHOMY TpaB-
JICHUIO.

Sta BOJIs, ellle MFHOBEHUE Ha3ajl ObIBIIAsl JIMIIb UCKPOU MPaBeHOTrO I'HeBa, BAPYr oOpesa
JesSHYI0 IUIOTHOCTD. [IpocTpaHcTBO nepes riazamu DXpoca NOAEPHYIOCh MAPEBOM, U TSKEJIbIH CKY-
JIEK TOJPIBITHOTO CMEHUJICS] TPOH3UTEIbHBIM MEXaHUYECKUM MTUCKOM MEIUIIMHCKOM armapaTyphl.
MBbICib O «KaJIEHOM JKeJle3e» MaTepuain30Bajiach: Tenepb Mesesb He MPOoCcTo HaOmogal — OH AeH-
CTBOBAJI.

OtBpalieHre K OTIy-Tajlady BBITOJKHYJIO €ro W3 ollernieHeHus. THlMHa HaOoaaTeIbHOrO
MOCTa B30pBajiach 3BOHOM pa30MTOro crekya. Mesenb OoJbille He ObLT 3pUTEIEM B 9TOM TeaTpe
JKECTOKOCTH; OH PEIWJI CaM TIeperucarh CIIEHAPHA, BHIPBAB Y «BOJIKOB» WX TJIABHOE COKPOBHIIIE.
CrepuibHasi 6eM3Ha J1ab0paTOpHuy 3aTMJIacCh TPEBOKHBIM KPACHBIM CBETOM cHpeH. Mosonoi yye-
HBIT CTOSUI TIepej1 pa30UTBIM CceiihoM, CKUMAst B PyKe MHBEKTOP C HECTaOUJTBHBIM, TIePEJTUBAIOIIIAMCS
VICCUHSI-YePHBIM COCTABOM — CBIBOPOTKOM, KOTOPYIO €r0 OTell BBKUMAJT U3 COTEH JKU3HEH.

Muip nyabCUpOBaJI B PUTME 3aXJIeOBIBAIOIIETOCS Cepaia. IXpoc YyBCTBOBAN, KaK MOJ KOXKeH
Mesens 3akunaer He MPOCTO CUJIa, a PAaCKaJIEHHbIN CBUHEI] HeHaBUCTH. VIia Boluia B BEHY C TUXUM
cyxuM xpyctoMm. CeKyHa TUILIMHBI — U PEAIbHOCTh packosioniack. Me3elb yrnas Ha Mo, BHITHYJICS
JyToM, ero KpuK Mepepoc B YAbTPa3BYKOBOM Jpede3r, OT KOTOPOro JIONAJIUCh KOOI U MOHUTOPBI,
OCBITIasl TOJT OCTPHIMU OCKOJIKaMu. YenoBedyeckass KpOBb BHYTPU HEro KHIIENIa, BBDKUTAsl COCY/IbI
yYTPOOHBIM TYJIOM MPEBPAIIAsICh B )KUBYIO Me/Ib.

— Cun! Ipekparu! to0... 310 cOOCTBEHHOCTH Jabopatopun! — l'onoc oTia, crosiero 3a
MyJITOM, JIPOXKaJl OT kaJHOCTH, IIEPEKPhIBAIOIIEH €ro cTpax.
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Me3senn MCIJICHHO ITOOHAJICA. Ero ABUKCHUA CTAJIM JIOMAaHBIMH, CBEPXBECTCCTBEHHO OBICT-
PBIMH. B3FJIH)I 3AJIMTBIX MEIbIO IJ1a3, JIMIIEHHBIX PaayXEK, BIIUJICA B CTapHKa.

— Tsl yunn MeHs, OTell, YTO CHJIbHBIE T CIa0bIX, — Trojoc Me3sens Tereph HallOMUHAI
CKpeskeT MeTayiia 1o Metamury. — Criacu6o 3a ypok. S yCBOWII ero CJIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO.

PriBok. Paccrosinue B pecsath MeTpoB Meselnb Mpeofosies 32 MrHOBEHHE, IPEBPATHBIINCH B
pa3MbITyIo TeHb. [Ipeke yeM oTell ycren BCKPUKHYTh, Me3enb BLUENUICs MajbliaMy B €ro Tieun
¥, TIOJIABILIMCH BIIEpe[, C BJIaXHBIM XPYCTOM 3yOaMu BIMJICSI €My B TOPJIO, BBIPBIBAsi KYCOK TUIOTH.
XJpIHYN (POHTaH TOpsiuel ApKO-KPacHOi KpoBH, 3aiuuBas o Ileporo DdupHuTa u ero Hekoraa
Oenyio tabopaTopHyio poOy. Me3eb BBITUTIOHYT KYCOK TUIOTH MPSMO TIO/I HOTU YMHUPAIOIIEMY POIH-
TEJIO Y OTITYCTHJI OOMSIKIIIee TeJo, s/, KaK TOT 3a)KHMMaeT paHy, U3 KOTOPOM BMeCTe C KU3HbBIO
YXOZIUT €ro OblIast BJacCTh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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