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AHHOTaAMSA

T'oTOBBI 111 BBI BBIPBATh y JKU3HMU IUIATy, €CJIKM OHA PEHIUT COXPaTh
Bac 3a Tak?

Jobpo moxanoBath B AOCKYpUYM — MHpP, B KOTOPOM BpeMsi
3aCTBUIO B JOXJIMBOW OCEHH, IUIOTh TMEPeruieTaeTcsl C <«KUBBIM»
METAJIIOM, a 3eMJIsI UCTeKaeT (PUOTOBOW IHeprueil. 31aech JIMUHBIE
apredakThl KYIOTCS CHJIOH COOCTBEHHOW IyIIM, a MO JUKUM Jiecam
poiyT JloBune Kynbra u usbeneHHsle dpupHoit UyMoi OMHOUKH.
3neck Xpam Ero — 3noBenuii ciMO103 1a00paTopun ¥ OKKYJIBTHOTO
KomiMapa — JUKTYET CBOM IIpaBUWJla U TOTOBUT MHKBHU3WUIUIO JIA
npopsiBa B Bepxuuii Mup.

BriBmmii GaHauT, OeKaBIIMiA OT cepocTu BepxHero mupa, dxpoc
He mpocui o cnaceHun. Ho korma BexmBbIA Oor-ydeHblli Mesenb
oOpaiaer ero B XUIIHOTO 3(pupHUTA, TpeOys IUIaTy 3a XU3Hb, Y
DXpoca He OCTAeTCsI MHOTO BhIOOpA, KpOMe Kak coOpaTh COOCTBEHHYIO
cTai u3 OerieloB KyJibTa M YKCTHIX Oe3yMIIEB, YTOOBI OTOMThH CBOIO
cBo6oy. Ho ToTOB 71 OH MOKEPTBOBATH €10, KOT/Ia Ha KOHY OKaKeTCs
cynp0a 060Mx MUPOB?



Copper-bronze Cat
J1oOpo mozkaaoBaTh
B AOCKYpHUYM

HoOpo noxanoBatb B AGCKypuyM
I'maBa 1:«B nouckax CrlOKOMCTBUA»

[opran, cocTosiuii U3 MyIbCUPYIOIIETO YEPHOro JbIMa U
MEPIAOIINX MPOCBETOB OPOH3BI U ME/IN 3aKPYKHII Iepe] IXPpo-
coM. MHOU MUp HaKOHeI| MPOSBWICS, OTKpbIBas myTh. OH yeT-
KO 3HaJI, YTO €ro TaM KJIET, HO 9TO HM CKOJIbKO HE OCTaHAB/IMBA-
7o ero. Hu rononHoe 3Bepbe, HU XUIIHBIE PACTEHUsI, U MTPOYMe
OIMACHOCTH TOW CTOPOHBI HE MOTJI COUTH €ro C MyTH.

DXpoc WarHys1 BOepes.

UYepHble, MMPOHU3aHHBIE PBIKAMU BCIUIECKAMHU MU KJTyObI
T'YCTOTO JibIMa OOBOJIOKJIU ero Tesio. OH rIyOOKO BIOXHYJI, YyB-
CTBYSI BHE3AIHYIO JIETKOCTb, Ja)K€ HE CMOTPsI Ha TSKEJIbIN PIOK-
3aK, YTO JaBWJ Ha Iuieur. Crenas elne mar, OH 3aKpbll IJ1a3a u
HEBOJILHO OMYCTUJICSI HA KOJIEHU — TE€PEX0]] HavasICsl.

Paznasncst npoHU3bIBAIOLIUI TYJI, OT KOTOPOTO 3aJI0KUJIO YIIH.



W3 HOca moTeksa CcTpyiKa KpoB. DXpoc UyBCTBOBAI ce0sl Tak,
OyATO OH MagaeT B OECKOHEYHYIO IMYCTOTY, HO 3TO OIIyIleHHe
ObUIO JIETKMM M Jaxe NpusTHeIM. Korma Bce 3aKOHUYMIIOCH, OH
OTKpBLUI I71a3a. [IpiM paccesiics.

DXpoc caeal NEPBBIM BAOX HA JPYrol CTOPOHE.

TuiMHy TEMHOro, ryCTOro Jjeca Hapyllajiv JHIllb He3HAKO-
MbI€ ITeCHH 3/ICIITHUX MTHUII, a B BO3/IyXe BUTAJI CIaIKOBAThIN apo-
MaT 1BeTOB. OH MOJHSUICA C KOJIEH, TEJNO BCE €IIe MEJIKO JIPO-
Kajo rmocje nepexoaa. Bpemenu Ha oTiapix He Obuto. Jlocta
U3 PIOK3aKa TOTOp U CITUYKHU, OH OBICTPO COOPYIMII BpeMeHHOe
YKPbITHE U Pa3BEN KOCTEP.

Oronp oTOpachiBaIo OMMKKM HAa €ro HarpsikeHHOE JIUIIO.
DXpoc Bce BCIOMUHAJI PYyTa, YTO OCTABUJI €r0 Ha CAMOM TIOpore.

— Jlpyr Mom, %aJib, 4TO Thl CEMYaC HE CO MHOW, — ITPOILLIETI-
TaJl OH ITOHUKILIUM TOJIOCOM.

OH 110 KpoBHM 3aKycu1 ry0y, B I71a3ax 3acTblia 0omib. Bocro-
MHHaHUS HaXJIbIHYJM BOJHOI: BOT OH HaXOguT OleJHOe Telo.
Mpiciii ObUTH TPOMKHUMU U KPYKHUJIMCh CIIOBHO BUHHMIIOBASI TIIa-
CTHHKa B IIPOUTpBIBaTENe, KAPTUHA THOEM 3aCThuIa Mepe] IJa-
3aMHM, UCHEIIPEeHHAs KPacHbIM, CJIOBHO HA KapTHHY IUICCHY/IU
Kpackoil. B rosose, c0BHO HaBs3uMBasi MeNOAuWs, 3a3Bydasu



CTPOKH OCTaBJICHHOM 3aIlMCKH, 3aJIMTOM OarpstHiieM. B mamstu
MOCIBIIANICS PE3KUN METAUTUYECKHI 3araxX v TO, Kak OTYasTHHO
OH MPUXKAJICS K y’kKe XOJOIHOM Ilee, TBITasICh HAIyNaTh IMyJIbC,
KOTOpOT0, KOHEYHO, He ObLIO.

B BUCKax HEBBIHOCUMO 3a0UJ10.

OH jocTas 3aIicKy U3 PIOK3aKa, HO OyKBbI PacIlIbIBAIUC ITe-
pen razamu. Cuit mpouuTarth ee erle pa3 He Obuto. poxkariei
PYKO# DXpoc OPOCHIT CJIOKEHHBIN JIMCTOK B MAcTh riaMeHu. Ha-
omonas, Kak Oymara Che:KMBaeTCsl, YepHEET U, PEBPATUBILIUCH B
TeTIeN], paCTBOPAETCS B HOYHOM BETPE, OH HAKOHELl CMOTI' HEMHO-
IO YCIIOKOUTBCS.

[nsa/1s1 HA Wicue3aloIKe CJIe/ibl MPOIIIOrO, OH BCIYX TMOKJISLI-
cs1 OOJIbIIIEe HEe TIPUBSI3BIBATHLCS K JTIOISIM, YTOOBI HUKOTIa OOJIBIIIE
HE WCIBITIBATH MYYHTENIbHYIO 0O0Jb Mpomanus. EMy xoTenoch
HaBCer/a MepecTarh MPOCHINATLCS C OCOBHAHUEM CEPOCTH U TsI-
rOCTH OTMHAKOBBIX, CJIOBHO KUPIWYH, THEH ero Ku3Hu. OT 31Ok
yIYIIAIIEeNd PyTHHBI OH M OeXaJl B 9TOT HEU3BEIaHHbIN U OIac-
HbIIA MUP. 3/1eCh, OH OTYASTHHO, HECMOTPsI HU Ha YTO, HAZIEsICS
o0OpecTH TIOKOU 1 CBOOOTY.

DXpoc 3aCTbll, MOTPYKEHHBI B pa3ayMbsi O CBOeM moobere,
Kak BJIPYr KpaeM I71a3a 3aMeTWJl 4TO-TO HelagHoe. DTO Obul
HE MPOCTO LIOPOX — CaMa THUILMHA BOKPYT M3MEHWJIACh, CTala



CJIMIIKOM IUIOTHOW, XOJIOAHOM U 3JI0Belleil. BHyTpu uTO-TO OT-
YasTHHO KpUYaId 00 OMacHOCTH, CMEIIUBAsICh C YYaCTUBITUMU-
cs1 myabcoM. Cepptie 6o o peOpa, OTAaBasiCh I'YJIKUM 3XOM B
yIax.

OH pe3Ko MOBEPHY!I FOJIOBY B CTOPOHY IHOPOXa.

B TemeHu HOUM ropenau [1Ba rOJIOAHBIX CBETSIIMXCA IJ1a3a.
W3 TeHn MeAJIeHHO BbIIILIA KPYIIHAsl KOLIKA HAa HEEeCTECTBEHHO
JUIMHHBIX, JKWIKCTBIX Janax. Ee mepcTs, ommBaoomas BlIaKHbIM
OreckoM rpacduTa, ObUIA paclcaHa CTPAHHBIM Y30POM: YTOJIb-
HO-YEPHBIE CTPEJIKU TAHYJIUCh BJIOJIb NMO3BOHOUYHMKA U CXOAU-
JIMCh y T71a3, OyATO YKa3biBasi XUIIHUKY Ha 11ejb. KuBast TeHb,
CO3JIaHHAS JISl CTPEMUTESIBHOTO YOMICTBA, YTO MIPUKABIIUCH K
3emMJIe, THXO IMoJ0Mpasack K J00bYe.

Bce npou3olio 3a cekyHpl.

Cr0BHO BbINyIlIEHHAs MPYKMHA, KOIIKA METHYJACh BIEpe..
IXpOCc MHCTUHKTUBHO B3MaxHyJ Tonopom. Jle3sue ¢ XxpycroMm
BOH3WIOCh B JUIMHHYIO JIally TBapH, HO U €€ KOI'TH YCIIEIN pac-
NopoTh eMy Tpyab. 2Krydast 6071b mpoH3mia Teno. Komka, He 3a-
MeJUISSCh, BOWIACh KJIBIKAMU B PYKY, KOTOPOH DXpOC NOMbITAN-
sl IPUKPHITH 1el0. ['opsAvas, BA3Kass KpoBb OpbI3HYJIA B JIUIIO,
3ajMBas Iiasa.



CoOpaB ocTaTKu CUJI, OH C CUJION BIAPWIT TOTIOPUITIEM 10 MOP-
Jie 3Beps, OTIBBIPHYB €I0 MPOYb.

BckouuB Ha HOru, DXpoc yBUAEN, Kak 3BEpIOra, pblua OT spo-
CTU 1 00JIM, TOTOBUTCSI K HOBOMY MPBIKKY y camoro koctpa. On-
HHM TSDKEJIBIM TMHKOM OH OTTIPaBWJI TBAPh MIPSMO B OyIITYIOIIUIA
Ha BETPY OroHb. BO31yX TYT ke 3arofHUI 3amax MnajaeHou Iep-
CTH, pa3JaJICsl MPOH3UTEIIbHBIN, HATIOJTHEHHBI HETEPIUMOM 00-
JIbIO BU3T.

Ho ronofHbIil XMITHUK U HE AyMaJl CIaBaThCsl.

OxBaueHHbII TJIaMEHEeM, OH KUBBIM (pakesioM CHOBa Habpo-
CHJICS HA CBOIO ;KepTBY. TBaph MOBUCIIA Ha MJIeYax DXpoca, IIy-
OOKO BOH3as1 KOI'TH B IUIOTh. 33 JHHE JIATTbl HEMCTOBO PBAJIH KU~
BOT U HOTH, B MOMBITKAX YAEPKaThCs HA €ro Teje. DXPOoc MolaT-
HyJscsl. U3 rmyOokux mope3oB xjecrana KpoBb. Cuil cOpocuTh
OIEPKUMYIO TOJIOIOM TBaph YKe HE OCTaJIOCh.

BeccuibHbI, OH pyXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO, B O’KUIAHUU TOCIIETHETO
yKyca. YcraBlIMi phIK Mpo3Byvasl y camoro yxa. [lacte nepen
JIMLIOM PACKPBLIACh.

DXPOC 3aKpbLT I1a3a. MBICIH MATKO TejieHana ThMma, a 00Jib,
oOxHramIas Teja0, Hadala MOCTENEHHO CTUXaTh. B KOHEYHOM
UTOTE €ro CO3HaHWe MPOCTO CHAJIOCh TEepecTaB OOpOThCS 3a



KU3Hb.
I'naBa 2:«ITpaBuna Mupa»
Pa3zym ObUT YTSIHYT B COH — BSI3KMI U XOJIOJHBINA COH.

DXpOC 4yBCTBOBAJ TEIUIbIE IPUKOCHOBEHUS K paHam. Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO XMILHMK IIPOCTO HayaJl CBOIO 3aCITyKEHHYIO Tparesy,
HO 0oy He ObUTO. MBICTM 3aTMUJI HU3KUH AaBAMUH ryi1. Emy
OTYasIHHO XOTEJIOCh IPOCHYTHCS, BEb CHAPYKU IEJICHBI I'yJla 1
CHa OH YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Ky/a-To tamar. OH npeacraBuil, YTO
KJET ero JaJbllie, U KeJaHUEe HAaKOHEL] BBIPBAaTbCsA U3 3TOr0 Ha-
CUJIBHOTO 3a0BIThsI CTAJIO HEBBIHOCHMBIM.

B MpIc/IsX OMIIOCH TOJIBKO OIHO KEJIAHUE: «KUTh».

W3 pa3a B pa3 OH NpeACTaB/Isl, KaK XULIIHUK TALIUT €ro B
cBoe JoroBo. Kak ocTpbie KJIbIKM BIMBAIOTCS B €ro Oe33aliuT-
HYIO TUT0Th. Kak 310 Oy/ieT OT3bIBaThCs pa3phIBAIOIICH, KIydeH 1
CUJIbHOH OO0JIBIO. DT MBICIIH Pa3beAai ero U3HYTPH, pa3Kuras
NAHUKY.

Fy.H B T'OJIOBE YCHUJIWUJICA.

Botr xMIIIHUK pe3Ko MojaeTcst Ha3al U C BJIAXHBIM XPYCTOM
BBIPBIBAET U3 €r0 Tesla KyCOK Msica, C KOTOPOTO CTeKaeT Oarpsi-



Hell. B MBIC/ISAX OH OTYasHHO BOITAT OT OO — BCEOOBEMIIIO-
et 6oy, Xrydei U cuiibHOW O60mH. TyT e BCTIBIXHYJIA MBICITH
O JIOJITOTE Tparie3sl U 00 aroHnu. HeBeposTHO J0JITOM aroHWH,
YTO CTAHET €My IBITKOM MOKa XUITHWK C HaClaXJIeHUEeM KpeT
ero 6e33amuTHOE Teno. OH /10 yxaca, 10 6€33ByYHOr0 UCTOIIHO
HO KPHKa, OOSJICSI CKBO3b 9TOT COH TIOYYBCTBOBATH OOJIb.

Meicii cTanu MeTaTbesi, Kak NMTHULBl B KJeTke. B co3HaHum
BCIIBIXMBAJIM BUJIBI U3YPOJOBAHHOIO, Moe/ieHHoro Tena. Ero te-
na. VI3 rmyOOKKX paH KOTOPOTO My/IbCHPYIOIIMMH TOTYKAMHU Te-
YeT rycrasi KpoBb, POIUTHIBAIOIIAS OCTATKH €ro OeKAbl. A psi-
JIOM — XUIIHUK, YTO KaJHO ¥ HETOPOILUIMBO, HACJIaXKJasICh KaX-
JbIM YKYCOM, TTOXKHPAET €ro IIOTh, He 3a0bIBasi CIM3bIBATh KPOBb
C KOXKH.

I/ISMyquHLIﬁ COOCTBEHHBIM CO3HAHUEM, OH CKBO3b COH OH
TMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3a/IpOKAJIA MaJIbIbI.

HakoHell OH HEeMHOTO TPUOTKPBLI I1a3a.
Bekn ObuM TspKENbIMU. XWIIHUKA PSIOM He OBbLIO, a paHsbl,
YTO MTHOBEHUWE Ha3aJl U3BEPrajii KpOBb, UCUE3/IH, OCTABUB IO-

cie ceOs JINIIb MYYUTECIIbHBIC BOCIIOMUHAHUA.

DXpoc 4yBCcTBOBaN cebsl KpaiiHe cliabo, CO3HAHUE BCe elle
ObUI0 B moTyOpey. Bokpyr oH yBuzen kakue-To (hUOIETOBbIC,



Oy/ITO HApUCOBaHHBIE MPSIMO B BO3MyXe, Iasza. Bece oHu mpu-
CTAJILHO CMOTPEJH IPSMO HA HEro, OTYEro YyBCTBOBAJIACH TH-
*ecTb. HeMHOro noBepHyB rosioBy, OH yBUJEI (PUTypY, UbU KPbI-
JIbs1 IEPEKphIBAJI eMy cBeT. Ha 3TOM ero 3peHue 3aTMuiIo TeHs-
MU, TSKEJIbIE BEKH 3aKPbUIMCh, & COZHAHUE CHOBA NOIPY3WJIOCH
BO TbMY.

Korpa ero ria3a BHOBb OTKPbUIMCh, 00pa3bl (PMOIETOBBIX IJ1a3
WCUE3JIH, BCJIe]] 32 HUMU U KpbllaTasi (purypa Toxe mpomnajia.

EnBa nogHABIIMCE, DXPOC OOHAPYKWUIT ceOs B JIECHOM TJTyIIIH.
Kpyrom BbIcHJIach HENPEKJIOHHAs CTEHA U3 HEBUAAHHBIX Jepe-
BbeB. HeycTaHHO 1mien 10k/1b, CMbIBasi KPOBABBIH Clie]], YTO MOT
cTath eMy Joporoi oopaTHo. OT4yasiHUE TSKETBIM TPY30M HaJla-
BIJIO Ha pa3yM. Ho oH B3si1 ce0s1 B pyKH.

HeTtoporuiieeiM pa3MepeHHBIM U OCTOPOKHBIM 11arOM, BIVIS-
JBIBAsICh B KKIIBIN KYCT U B3/IparvBasi Ha JII0OOM MOpPOX, IXPoc
noules1 Brepea. DTOT MUP YAWBJISUI CBOEM NPUPOAOM: Ha IyTH
€My TO U JJ€JIO IONaJaJIMCh PACTEHUS, KOUX B BEDXHEM MUPE YBU-
aeTb Obl TOUHO He yzaanock. [louBa mog Horamu Mo MyTH MeHsiIa
LIBET, NIEPETEKast U3 MPUBBIYHON 3€JIEHU B IAATHA YTOJIBHO-YEP-
HOW, IbIMUYaTO-0€J10i U TYCKJIO-JIaTyHHOU TpaBbl. B 3TO# cTpaH-
HOI1 MOJICTUJIKE MOKJIM IMKOBUHHBIE OYTOHBI ME/IHBIX OTTEHKOB.

Bpemenamu xpoc 3aMupall, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN JIAHAIA(TOM.



OrpomHble Oesble IepeBbsi, UCCEUEHHbIE BEPTUKATBHBIMU Uep-
HBIMHU TIOJIOCAMH OT KOPHEU 10 CaMbIX KOHUYMKOB BETBEM, IIIy-
MEJIH MOJ1 KaruIsIMU JOXK/Is TSKeJIOW JIJaTyHHOM JIMCTBOM. Psitom
C HUMM MPAYHO NEPEIUIETAINCH JIO3bI IPYTHUX, YTOJbHO-UYEPHbIX
TMTaHTOB C TBEPIOK KOpou. B ux apeBecrHy, CIIOBHO Karljik CMO-
JIbI, OBUTM BKPAIUIEHBI TEMHO- THTAPHBIE JKHJTBI, OY/ITO IMUATAIOIIHE
KpYITHBbIE CBETSIIMECS IBETHI TOTO e 1BeTa. Ha 3Tux xe uep-
HBIX MEPEIUIETEHUSIX 3PEJIH YIUBUTEIbHbIE TUIOJbl — OPEXU pa3-
MEpPOM C HEOOJBIITYI0O MUCKY, YKYTaHHBIE B 3alITUTHYIO OPOHIO U3
TaKUX ke KECTKUX, CPyUEHHBIX JIO3.

[len oH gocratoyHo foiro. YacoB He ObLIO, U U3-3a ITOTO
BpeMsI B TOJIOBE MOTEKJIO MO CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY, PBAaHOMY
puTMy. B pasmbIUIEeHHAX O CBOEH 3JIOMOJIYYHOU yaade DXpoc
B/PYT 3aMETHJI ME3K MOJIOCAThIX OENBIX CTBOJIOB CMYTHBIH CHITY-
3T. 3aMepeB, OH OCTOPOKHO BBIIVISIHYII U3-3a JIepeBa.

Hesnakomen BUPTYO3HO )KOHIJIMPOBAJ KAPTAMH MPSIMO B BO3-
JyXe — 3peuilie ObIO CTPAaHHBIM M 3aBOPAKMBAIOIIVIM.

DXpoc mojaics Brepea, YToObl paccMOTpeTh (POKYC MOIyd-
1Ie, KaKk BIPYr OJHA U3 KapT CO CBUCTOM BOH3UJIACH B CTBOJ B
nape CaHTUMETPOB OT ero royioBbl. ClieIoM ellie oiHa 3aMepa y
camoro ero Hoca. OHa OBICTPO KpyTaHyJIach B BO3IyXE, CIOBHO
u3yyasi ToCTsl, ¥ TIOCIYIITHO OT/IeTeNIa 0OpPaTHO K BIIA/IEbILY.



— locnioauH, Koy kenaere HaOMmogaTh, TaK BBIXOOHUTE, HE
6oiiTech! — BBIKPUKHYI MYKYMHA.

Ixpoc HexoTs nokazas ceds. CoOpaB KapThl B KOJIOAY, HE3HA-
KOMeIl TOfIo1IeN OJIMKe U IUPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS:

— 3apascrByiite! Brky, Bbl HeJTaBHO nonajiu B AOCKYpuyM,
pa3 ¢ TAKUM YAMBJIEHUEM CMOTPUTE Ha (PUpPHUTA.

DXPOC HEPBHO CIVIOTHYJI. [IepBBI BCTPEUHBIA B 9TOM MHUpE
— u siBHO Oe3ymell. [laHuka eie He yTHXJIa, XOTs HE3HAKOMeI]
BBIIVIAZIEN] CKOPEE KOMUYHO, YEM YIPOKAIOILE — Ha €T0 KOTEJIKE,
00EpHYTOM aJIOi JIEHTOH, MOKAYMBAIUCH JBA 30JI0TUCTHIX TIEpa,
KOTOpBIE MPU KakK/IOM JBHKEHUU HEPBHO MOJPAruBajiy, CJIOBHO
KuBble. CIOPTYK, CIUIOLIb IOKPBITBIA XaOTUYHOM BSA3bIO (prOJIe-
TOBBIX Y30POB U KapTOUHBIX MacTeil. 3-11oj1 pykaBoB MOOJIECKH-
BaJIM YEPHBIE KOKaHBIE MEPYATKHU, & U3-110J, TIOJI — TEMHO-(pU-
OJIETOBBIA kMJIeT. JIMIO ero BeHYaau OCTPO 3aTOUYEHHbIE YChbI U
060po/IKa HEECTECTBEHHOTO KPACHOTO 1[BETA, KOTOPBIE JIEJIaIU €ro
YABIOKY XUIITHOM U HEYMECTHOM.

— AX, rae mou MaHepsl... [103BosbTe MpeACTaBUTHCS, — OH
U3SIIHO CHsUT KoTeslok. — Kactyc. Takoi xe momnaaaHer], Kak u
Bbl. U, moxanyil, eTMHCTBEHHBIN Balll IIIAHC HE CTUHYTh B 9TOM
necy. 5 oueHb paj HailiemMy 3HaKOMCTRY.



[MepecunuB poOOCTh U CTpax, DXPOC MPOTIHY PYKY:
— 9xpoc. B3anmHo.

Kactyc okuHyn ero BHUMaTeJIbHBIM B3MJISIOM (DHUOJIETOBBIX
I71a3 U BJIPYT OCEKCHl.

— AXx, mpocrtute, rocrioguH! He npusHan Opara no KpoBu.
Bbl Benp TOXE 3(PUPHUT! — OH UBSAIIHO MOKJIOHWJICS, MPUKaB
LUIAIY K TPYAH.

— Kaxk BbI... — Havasn 610 DXxpoc, Ho Kactyc Msarko nepe-
Ow1 ero:

— Bamm maza — mepuanue meau Ha (pOHe YEPHOTHI, U IpU-
4ecKa. Y OObIYHBIX JII0/IEH BOJIOCH HE HATOMUHAIOT HOYHOM KOC-
MOC € pocchinblo O6enbix 38e311. K Tomy ke 51 ayBCTBYIO Barl a¢pup.

3aBuieB y coOeceqHUKa CMECh YIUBIICHUS U TTTyOOKOTrO 3a-
MellaTesIbCTBa, 0e3yMHBIN (POKYCHUK MPOTSIHYJ €My 3epKaJlblie.
Cromsio Dxpocy OCMOTPETh CBOU IUIa3a B OTPAKEHUH, KAK €ro
PyKa IpOTHYJIa, ¥ 3epKaJblie BHIAIO, KOHEUHO e, Pa3OUBIIICH
Ha OCKOJIKH.

— Buky, rocrionuH, BB yauBiieHbl. [IpusHatoch, st Toxe ObuI
YAUBJICH, KOTAA, KaK Y Bbl, TOJIBKO MO3HAT 3(pUp B CBOEU KPOBH.



— 3aMeTHB peakirio coOeceTHIKA Ha pa3ouToe 3epKablie, Oe-
3yMell C HAUTPaHHOM J10caion npousHec: — AX, nocaga. Ho He
CTpAIIIHO, 3TO e BCEro JIMIIb 3epKajibiie. HeT moBona 1is Bariie-
ro 6ecrokoiicTea, xpoc.

He Bepst oTpaskeHmio, IXpoc OBICTPO CXBATHJICS 32 OCKOJIOK
3epKajiblia, ¥ OH, OTAABIIKUCH KTy4ed OONbio, ope3a emMy py-
Ky. BMecTo npuBbIYHOI eMy ajloll KpOBU C PYKH CTaJla CTEKaTh
Mezib. CII0BHO 3aBOPOXKEHHBIN, DXPOC CMOTPES HA PbIKUI JKUJI-
KM METAJIJ1, KalalouMi Ha TEMHYIO 3€MJIIO.

JloctaB U3 KapmaHa 1iaToK, Kacryc crienHo npuiosxain ero K
pyke Dxpoca.

— He Oyy crioputh, BHITJISAUT KPACHBO, HO BMECTO TOTO UTO-
Obl JTI000BATHCS, MPUKMMUTE IJIATOK CUJIbHEE. 3arax KpOBH CJIOB-
HO TpUITIAIIeHUe Ha YKUH [UIsl 3[EIIHEro 3Bepbs. lymalio, Ham
cTouT yxonuTh. [IporaemMre xe co MHOM.

— [louemy mMenp? — IyX0 CpoCU DXPOC, eaBa MocreBast
3a (DOKYCHUKOM.

— OX, I'OCIIOOUH, HE HYTafITe KpPOBb C METAJIJIOM, OHU IOXOKU
TOJIBKO IIO LIBETY, — OTBCTUJI KaCTyC, HEC 060pa‘-II/IBaHCb.

Hopora OblTa BUTHEBATON; MECTaMH Ka3asloch, uyTo Kacryc n



caM He 3HaeT, Ky/la WJAeT. 3BYKHM Jieca BOKPYI CTalM Ka3aTbCs
rpoMue: BOT OH YCJIBIIIAJI XJIONOT KPBIJIbEB ITULIBI, CYXOM XPYCT
BETKM T03a]Y U CHELIHbIM, €/1Ba CIBIIIHBIM, TonoT. Korna ox
00epHyJICsA, TO 3aMETUJI B KYCTax ObICTpOE JIBMKEHUE.

— 3a HaMH KTO-TO HAOJTIO/IaeT, — OCTOPOKHO CKazasl DXPoc.
Kacrtyc MenbkoM 0cMOTpesicsi U BBIHEC CBOW BEPAMKT:

— Kaxercs, BbI ipaBbl. Jlymato, Bam CTOUT JiepKaThCsi Orke
ko MHe. Celiuac HauHeTCs MOy! — paloCTHO MPOM3HEC Oe3yM-
HbII (POKYCHUK, IOCTaB KapThl U3 PYKOBA.

W3 KycTOB C JUKUM PEeBOM Ha HUX HAOpOCHIIACh TPOMKA 3Be-
peii, SIBHO KeJalolMX TMOJJAKOMUTBCS OPOISTIMMH TIO JIECY ITyT-
Hukamu. OckanvB B O6e3yMHOM Y/IbIOKE pPOBHBIE Oejible 3YOBI,
Kactyc oqHUM pe3KuM B3MaxoM KHCTU Pa3BEepHY.I KOJIOAY IIH-
poKMM BeepoM. KapTel, CJIOBHO myiM, CO CBHCTOM YCTpPEMH-
JIMCh B TI€JTb, OCTaBJISAS 32 COOOHM y30pyUaThlii TEMHO-(PHOJIETO-
BBl ciiesl. BeryepumBasi B BO3yXe 3aMBICJIOBATBIE Y30Pbl, Kak-
Jasi KapTa TMoJIocoBajia IJIOTh M CYXOKHJIMSI BEIOMBIX TOJIOIOM
3Bepeit. Cripltmascst 00Jie3HeHHbIN BU3T U CKyJIeK. B Bo3myxe Bu-
TaJI 3armax MeTajua.

— TocnoguH xpoc, cMoTpuTe BHUMatebHee! IToT hoKyc
OyzieT ObICTPBIM U 3aBOpaxkuBatommm! — npomnsHec Kacryc, ko-



IJ/1a MOCTIeHSIs OKPOBABJIEHHAS KapTa MOCIYIITHO MpuieTesna 00-
PaTHO B €r0 JIAJIOHb.

Korga Kactyc nonkunyn Tpu KapTel B BO3AyX, OHU MOJTHHE-
HOCHO TOJIeTeNI B HAMaaBIIUX, TOOUB UCKAJICUEHHBIX KUBOT-
HBIX.

— Kpacugo. .. — BbIIOXHY DXpoc, Msis, Kak (GUOIETOBOE
CHSTHHE KapT TaCHET B pyKax (pOKyCHHKA.

— Drta Kpacora TpeOyeT onbITa, KePTB U 3UpPa, FOCIOIMH,
— CMaxuBas KpOBb C KOJIOJBI, ITpou3Hec (POKYyCHUK. — B pykax
9TOr0 AUKOTO U MPEKPACHOTO MUPA KEPTBOM Yallle BCEro CTaHO-
BUTCS ITyTHUK, 3ACMOTPEBIIINICS HA KPacoThl ero. Tak uto Oyib-
T€ OCTOPOXKHBI.

Kactyc w3man KOpOTKME 3700HBI CMEIIOK, OT KOTOpPOTrO
Ixpocy craio He o cede. OCTaBIIMIACS My Th A0 MPUCTAHUIIA OH
e Moiva. MHOKeCTBO BOIPOCOB KPYTUJIOCh B TOJIOBE, HO 3a-
JaTh MX OH HE OCMEJIUBAJICS — €ro Mmyrayio 0e3ymue (poKyCcHHKA.

— Y10 %€, TOCIOIUH, Mbl PUIIUT! — PalOCTHO COOOIITHI
Kacryc.

OH yka3aj Ha HeOOJBIION HIaTep, BHILIMTHII TAKMMU Ke Y30-
pamu, 4To U ero ciopryk. CTos1 OH IPSMO Ha MOJISIHE, B IYCThIX



3apOCJIsiX YEPHBIX ATO.
«BynTo B Mpk mpuexan», — MpoOyOHMIT DXPOoC MO HOC.

— A 3TO ¥ eCTh MOW MaJIEHbKUI IIUPK! — PaIOCTHO MTPOU3-
Hec Kacryc. — 3axoaure xe ckopee, J0porou rocts!

Bonpeku oxuianusam Dxpoca, BHYTpH IaTep oKa3asics BIOJ-
He 00bIYHBIM. HUKaKKX MpUdy/1 WK aHOMaJIUii Bpojie OeCKOHed-
HBIX KOPUIOPOB HWJIHM MOIOOHOTO He OBUIO — JIMIIb T'YCTOW 3a-
Max YMCTOM TKaHH, TOIJIEHOTO BOCKA M CYIIEHBIX TpaB. B eHTpe
CTOSUT HEOONBILION JAEPEBSIHHBINA CTONIMK CO CTYJIbSIMU, HUKAKUX
M3JIUIIECTB B HUX He ObLIO, HU Y30POB, HA KPACKH, JIMIIb YHCTOS
aepeso. Ha 3acTaBjieHHOM CTONENIHUIIE TECHUINCh METaJUTIye-
CKHe KPYXKH, Napa BOIIEHBIX MEIOYKOB U TIOJIICBEYHHUK C OCTaT-
KaM{ CBed, Yell BOCK YK€ YCIies 3aCThiTh Ha HOXKe. B yrosike
IOTHJIACh TaKasl Xke MPOoCTasi, KaK U CTOJ, HeOObIasi KpOBaTh CO
COMTBHIM KOBPHKOM Y MOIHOXbs1. Ho Gobiiee BHMMaHME DXpoca
NIPUBJIEKJIA KYCT TOJHBIN SITOJI, PSIMO TOCPEA IaTpa M yIIH
KOCTpa, HaJl KOTOPHIMU MUPHO BUCEJ YAHHUK.

— Jloporoi roctb, MpoIiy, NpUCcakMBaNTECh, CEMYAC s HAIBIO
HaMm yasi, — NpeJIokuI (POKYCHUK, OTOIBUTAS CTYJI. — 3HaeTe,
31ech ObIBAET JIOBOJILHO OIMHOKO. f Jake KpOJMKa U3 HUISIIbI
JOCTaTh HE MOTY...



DXpoc npucel, 9yBCTBYs 00JIb B Tejle, BEPOSTHO, OT YCTaJIO-
ctu. [lope3s Ha natoHN 3aTAHYJICS TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBOM KOPKON —
noxoxe, a¢pupom. Ilocie cmeHsl 11BeTa I71a3 ¥ IPUYECKU 3TO ETO
MaJIO yAUBUJIO.

Yait, yto npunec Kacryc, OblT 4epHBIM Kak yroib M UCTO-
yaJ1 3aMeTHbIN 11end napa. Pa3 oH c1alocTHBIM apomMaTom J1u-
KMX I[BETOB U TEPIKOU SIKOTAHO-IIUTPYCOBOUM KUCIMHKOM. CTOU-
JI0 eMy XJIeOHYTbh, KaK MPSIHbINA BKYC U [IBETOYHOE MOCIIEBKYCHE
npoOyIvIIA B HEM BOCIIOMHHAHUS O TToxoaax ¢ Punenem — tem
€IMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO TO-HACTOSIIIIEMY PaJ0BaIO DXpoca B cepo-
CTU mpexHen xku3Hu. Kakaplil ero 1eHb ObLT B TOYHOCTH TTOXOX
Ha MpeIbLIyIIHIA: TIOIBEM Ha paccBeTe, HeOlarofapHeli TPy 3a
rpoiiy 1 u3Hypsiomias pyrusa. M nuiis Bpems ¢ Pugenem pasz-
0aBJISLIO STOT CEPhIi XOJICT €r0 KU3HU SIPKUMH KPacKaMH.

OH cJI0BHO Ha MUT CHOBA OKa3aJics TaM, y KocTpa. Panbiie atu
BOCIIOMHMHAHK S COTPEBAJIM €T'0 TEIUIOTOU Y YIOTOM, HO TETIEPD KE
HECJIM JIWIIb XOJIOA U CKOpOb. EMy BCIIOMHMIIOCH TO TIpeKpac-
HOE BpeMsl, KOTJia OHH, CUJs IO/ OECKpaiiHUM 3Be3/IHBIM HeOOM,
MeYTaJIl OCBOOOIUTHCS OT THETA MUPA, IJIe OHU OBLIH JIUIIIH IT1e-
CTEpEHKAMH.

— DroT MHPp OaBHO CJIOMaH, SXPOC, N3 HCI'O BbINIAJAIOT IIC-
CTCPCHKHU, U 3TN HICCTCPECHKU — MDI.



dupenb ObUT CTapIle BCEro HA TPU TO/Ia, U 32 CBOM JIBA/IIATh
TPU TOfIa )KU3HU Y HETO YXKe MOsIBUIACH MPsi/ib CeAbIX BOJIOC —
KaK 3HaK MepexuToro. 3a Bce BpeMsi, UTO OHM BMECTE XOAWIIU B
MOXO/Ibl, OH HAy4YHJ DXpoca MHOTOMY, HO CAMBbIM IJIABHBIM Obl-
JIO yMEHUe TepreTh, XPaHUTh HAJIEKIy U HUKOT/IA He CJIaBaThCS.
J17151 Hero oH ObLT HE IPOCTO JIPYTOM, HO ¥ HACTABHUKOM: CTPO-
T'M U TpeOOBaTeJIbHBIM, HO TIOPOI Yyepecuyp 3a00TIUBBIM.

B Tummze marpa 9xpoc BAPYr BCHOMHWJI, KaK JIMXOPAI0YHO
OrecTenu 11a3a Jpyra, KOrja TOT JaBaj Mocie/iHee oOelaHue,
3ayMYMBO MOMJISIIbIBASI HA MJ1aMsl FACHYIIIETO KOCTpa.

— 4 naiiny BbIxon, obeman. Toabko MOMHU: Korjaa Oyaerb
YXOIWTh, HE OTJISIIBIBAICS HA TIPOIILIOE, MHAYE HAYHEIIIb JIOMATh-
cs1. A eCJ THI y3Ke CJIOMaH, TO Jiaxke WHON MUP TeOe He TIOMOKET.

Tonbko ceituac, noj CTyK HauaBUIErocs 10151, DXpOC MO-Ha-
CTOSILLIEMY OCO3HAJ CMBICJI 3THUX CJIOB. EMy cTaso sicHO, moyemy
®duenb OCTaBWI €r0 UMEHHO TOIJIa — HA CaMOM IOpOore.

— Jloporoii rocth, uto ¢ Bamu? Bl ke ceituac yamiky pasjia-
BuUTE!

Heoxunannsiii okpuk Kacryca BeipBan 9xpoca U3 oleleHe-
HUS TsDKeTBIX yM. OH B3aporHyit. Ero pyku 1o 6e1mM3Hsl KOCTS-
1IEK, CJIOBHO TUCKH, C:KUMaIX apdopoBylo Jaiky. PoxycHUK



nojiasics BIepe], yIMBIIUCh B DXpoca BHUMATEIbHBIM B3[JIs1I0M
cBoUX (puoneToBeIx m1a3. OH oxungan oreera. Jpoxammmu py-
KaMU IOCTb BEPHYJI YallIKy Ha CTOJI, HEMHOI'O PACIUIECKaB COZIEP-
KHUMoe. B3y 3acTuiiany HEBOJIBHO MOSIBUBIIMECA CJIE3bI, KO-
TOPBIE OH TOCIIEIIHO BBITEP PYKOBOM, HO 3TO JIMIIb [TOJOIPEJIO
untepec Kacryca.

— lNocnoauH, YTO e Bbl TaK MOTYCKHEJIH, CIIOBHO SIpKasi Kap-
THHA, KOTOPYIO 3a0BbUTN Ha CONHIIE? — (POKYCHHUK 331yMUYHBO TO-
IIPaBUJI OCTPbIN YC. — BBl ke Bce-Taku B Iupke! 31ech He MecTo
I'PYCTH U NIevaIu.

CnenaB riryOOKHiA B3[10X, DXPOC HEMHOTO YCTIOKOMJICS:
— IlIpocrute. { HEMHOrO 3aAyMaiICA O MPOIIOM. . .

3abpas co crona Kapthl, Kactyc HETOPOIUTMBO MPOIIIEN K BbI-
XOMY Y KeCTOM TPHUIJIACKII TOCTSI ¢ COOOM.

— S nonumaro Bac. CyacTiMBoOe MPOIUIOE TaK U MAaHUT Bep-
HYTBCSI, OOeIasi TIOKOM, a MOXET, Jake U yTepsIHHOEe CYacThe,
KOEro HeT B 3ToM OosibHOM HactosiieM. Ho kakux ¢pokycoB HU
TBOPH, Ty[a HE BEPHYTHCS.

OH NpUBBIYHO CTaJl TACOBATh KOJIOAY, U CYXOH IIEJIECT KapT
3By4aJl B YHUCOH C €TI0 CJIOBAMHU.



— Tlomymaiite myume o Oymyrem. Kak Obl BB HY TIONAJN B
AoGckypuyMm, passe 3to He maHc? Illanc Havath co3maBaTh HO-
BbIE MPEKPACHbIE BOCTIOMUHAHM S, UTO TIEPEKPOIOT BCIO OOJTH MPO-
HUIBIX MOTEPH?

Korja oHu BbIlIUIM, HA yJIMLIE BCE €1ie MOPOCKIT 10K Ib. B Kari-
JISIX ero BujiHa Oblia (proseToBas IpIMKa — OyATO caMa 3eMJist
UCTEKaJia SHEPruen, KOTOPYIo MPO3BaJM 3/1€Ch I(PUPOM.

— Buaute, rocionun? 3aBopaxuBaer, npaega? — Kacryc
MIPUIIYPUIICSA. — 3eMJIsl BHIITyCKAaeT CBOIO KPOBb Ha TMOBEpX-
HOCTb, YTOOBI )KUBbIE TBAPY MOIJIH KUTh. 10O 000#, B KOM OT-
HBIHE TeueT 3¢up, 6e3 Hero 0OpeueH Ha CMEPTh.

Bouapunace meprBas tuimHa. Bokpyr ¢okycHrka B 0e3ym-
HOM TaHIE 3aKPY:KUJIA KAPThl: OIHU BbICTPOWIKCH KUBbIM IIIH-
TOM Y €r0 TPyAH, APYTHe 3aMepIIH, HAIEIMUBIIMCh Ky/l1a-TO BIITyOb
Jeca.

— Kaxercs, niec ockanul KJIbIKM U BBIITYCTHII KOTTH. 3ailiu-
Te, OKAIYHCTa, B IaTep, AOPOroi rocts. B 30T yac O6uITh Oene.

Ho 9Xp0C HE CICJIaJl HU IIary Ha3azu. KaCTyC JIMIIb HEJOBOJIb-
HO HBIKHYJI, KOI'’Ja U3 KYCTOB BBIIJIO CYINECTBO, OO0JIbIIIE TTOXO-
JKee Ha MEXaHMYECKOro aeMoHa. Ero teso TMOKPbIBAJI KUJICT, HA-



TIOMUHAIOIIVH YelTyI0 M3 OPOH30BBIX IIECTEPEH, JIS3TaBIINX MPU
Kax10M JBuxkeHuu. C 1ied CBUCAIA MEIHBIE 1IETIOUKH C TPYy3U-
KaMU, MEPHO PAaCKaYMBAIOIINECs], CIOBHO MAsITHUKHU, OTCUUTHI-
BaloIIKe MMOCJeTHUE CEKYHIbI Tiepe1 OoeM.

Ha pykax BugHENIMCh KpacHble pyKaBa pyOaxu U MeTauTinde-
CKHe TepyaTKy IBeTa TeMHON OpoH3bl. CaMoe cTparrHoe ObLIo
Ha rojioBe: Ha OJeIHOM, cepoil Koxke, MofoOHO poram, U3 j16a
BO3BBIIIAIHCH IJIOCKME YepHbIe MUHYTHBIE cTpenku. Korga ne-
MOH CTaJT HOAOMpaThest Orke, DXPOC pasriisies Ha ero pyKaBax
PUCYHKH YaCOBBIX CTPEJIOK U 1P, BHIOTHEHHbIE OPOH301 110
rpyOo¥ KpaCHOU TKaHHU.

Kaptel Bokpyr Oe3ymIia 3akpyKuid MO-OeleHoMy, JaBast
HE3HAKOMILy MOHATh: OH IOTOB 3amuinarbes. [IpoTuBHUK yBe-
PEHHO TpOIIIeNT BIepea, U TYT DXpoc pasmisen ero rasa. Ha
a0COMOTHO YepHOM (DOHE BMECTO 3PAYKOB CUSLIU JIBE YEThIPEX-
JIy4eBbIe 3BE3/Ibl C OEIOCHEKHBIM [IEHTPOM U JIATYHHOW OOBOJI-
KO, YbM OCTPHS CTPEMUJIUCh K CAMBIM BEKaM.

durypa jmocrana U3 BHYTPEHHET0 KapMmaHa sKejieTa 4achl Ha
LIETOYKe.

— Bb1! Bol He BepHeTe MeHs B xpaMm! S He mo3BoIIo BaM OcTa-
HOBUTbh MOM Yachl! — MPOKPUYAIT OH, U TOJIOC €ro ObUT CXOXK CO
CKpEKETOM MeTala.



HesHakomel CyTOpOKHO IIEIKHYN KPBIIIKOU. B TO ke MrHo-
BEHUE IIEPEe]] YACOBBIM IEMOHOM 3aCBEPKa 3(PUPHBIM LIUT B BU-
JI€ OrPOMHOI'0 TEMHO-(PHOJIETOBOT'O, JABIMSALLETOCs SHEPIUEH LU-
(epOnara.

— Hy 4T0 X, TOCTOMOYTEHHBIH, BbI CAMH BHIOpAJIU TYTh (hO-
KYCOB C KpoBbI0! — ¢ 0e3yMHBIM cMexoM TpousHec Kacryc. —
Bbl copBam Haille 4yJieCHOE JaeriiThe, ¥ Terepb BaM MpUAeTCs
3aryIatuTh Mo cyetam. Hazeloch, Moe KpoBaBoe MpeicTaBIeHne
MPUIETCSI BaM 110 jayiie!

OpnHa 3a ApYroi KapThl C HEBEPOSTHOU CKOPOCTHIO YCTPEMMU-
JIMCh B Hamnaaasiiero. KyJlibTUCT Tulllb MaXHY/T YacaMu, U JbIMSsI-
HIMA IUT paclIMPUIICs, C T'YJIOM OTOMBasl aTaky Hazaja. DXpoc
MTHOBEHHO IMOHsUI: JJ060Bo# Harop Kacrtyca nuiib BiycTyio Tpa-
TUT cuiibl (pokycHUKa. HykHO aeiicTBOBaTh MHAYE.

— Kacryc, otBiekure ero! — KpukHy;1 Dxpoc, Opocasich B
00XO01I.

®oKycHUK MIHOBEHHO coo0Opas3uii. OH OOpYIIIHII IIEJIbIA TPaj
KapT Ha MPOTUBHMKA, 3aCTaBJIsIsI TOTO BJIMBATh BCe OOJbIIe 3(pu-
pa B mut. XpoHodoO 3apblyal, B 3B€3[aX €ro Iia3 3aMeplania
nanuka. [lon 1aBineHreM OH 1 He 3aMeTHJI, KaK HECKOJIbKO KapT
Kacryca, omucas ayry, GeciiiyMHO 3aMepiiv Y Hero 3a CIHHOM,



MPsIMO y CaMOW 3eMJIH.

OXpoc BBIKIAT MOMEHT, Korja mudepOnar, bl CTPEIKH
0e3yMHO BpallaJIkCh, JPOTHET OT HATUCKOM (POKYCHUKA, U C pa3-
Oera npbiray/1. Bcem Becom oH oOpymmics: Ha (pUpHYIO 3aIy-
Ty. Lyt cipykuHm, 06XKUTas TEJIO CYXUM KapoM, HO TIOf TsI-
KECThIO «ITOTAIaHIla» Ha MTHOBEHHUE MPOCET.

— Ceituac! — 3aopai Dxpoc.

Kacryc menknyn naneuamu. Kaprtel, 3amepiinue 3a CMHOU
KYJIbTHCTA, PBAHYJIUCh BIEpe]], MojceKasi eMy HOru. XpoHodoo
BCKPUKHYJI, TEPsisl PABHOBECUE, U PYXHYJI Ha KOJIEHU. ApTedakT
BBICKOJIb3HYJT U3 €ro 0CNa0eBIINX MAbIEB U OTIETENN MPSIMO K
HOram xpoca. D(PUPHBIA AT MTHOBEHHO I10Tac.

Ho kynbruct He cnancsi. C 6e3yMHBIM KPUKOM OH BBIXBATHII
IUTMHHBIA O0OEBOH HOXK.

— 41 He no3BoMO BaM... 3a0paTh MOe BpeMsl! — B3BbLI OH,
KMHYBIINCh Ha DXpoca.

TOoT UHCTUHKTUBHO MOTAHYJICA K JICKAIIUM Ha 3EMJIC YacCaM,
HaJCACh IIPUKPLITLCA UMH, KaK MIUTOM.

— He tponpre! OHM BeIKTYT Bac u3HyTpu! — B3pesen Ka-



CTYyC.

Ho 6bu10 mo3aHo: DXpoc yxe nomHsn apredakt. B tor xe
MUI OH OYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK Me/lb B €0 BeHax 3akumnesa. Yacel
OTO3BAIUCH MEJIKOW JIPOKbI0 M KapoM. OObIYHBIM 3(pUPHUTAM
HE JIAHO MCIIONB30BaTh Uykue apTedpakThl Oe3HAKa3aHHO — OT
OJIHOM JIUIITh TIOTIBITKA OHU JIMIIWIUCH Obl UyBCTB OT 9(PUPHOTO
UCTOIIEHUS, Be/lb UyKOH MpeaMeT cTaj Obl OECroIIaHO BbIKU-
raTh UX CyTb.

Ho Bonpeku Bcemy, Dxpoc BbicTOs1. OH OUIyTWJI, KaK €ro
SHEPrusi MPOXOIUT CKBO3b MEXaHU3M POBHBIM ITOTOKOM, CO3/a-
Bas Mepe]] HUM sSIpKO-KpacHbli muT-1iugeponar. CTonsno meran-
JIy HOKa BCTPETUTBCS C MTPErPajion, Kak BCsl MOLIb yAapa OTpa3u-
J1ach 0OpaTHO C YIBOGHHOM CUJION. KITMHOK CO CBHCTOM OTJIeTeN
B yallly, a IEMOH C METAJUIMYECKUM IPOXOTOM IIeCTePEH PyXHYI
Ha 3eMJTI0 Y TIOIHOXKUSI IepeBa.

TummHa, BonapueIasics Mocjie yaapa, Oblia MmouTH ocsi3ae-
Moi. Kacryc 3amep ¢ 3aHeceHHOI pyKOM, ero KapThl Me/IJIeHHO
OCBITIAJIUCh HA MOKPYIO TpaBy. berien y mepeBa Tskeno, Haj-
PBIBHO XpHIIE: OT HEr0 MCXOAWJ TPOMKHIl CKPEXeT, B MUHYT-
HbIE CTPEJIKM POroB MeJIKO mofparveaiud. B rpyam Dxpoca cra-
JI0 HEBBIHOCUMO %ke4b, TeJI0 OYITO HAIMJIOCh CBUHIIOM — OH HUC-
TIOJIb30BAJI CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3upa.



— HeB03MOXHO... — Tmpoxpunesn KyJbTUCT, MNOAHUMAsSI
B3MIs1/1 HAa Dxpoca. Ero rma3a-3Be3sl Mepain B yxace u Ona-
roroBeHuu. — ThI. .. Thl HE BbIropesl. Thl MPOMyCTHII CBOH 3(pup
Yyepe3 HUX U He BhIrope... Kro Tei?

Kacryc nakonerr oopesn nap peun. OH OnpaBuII KOTEJIOK, XO-
TSI pyKa ero 3aMeTHO JIpOoKaa.

— Tl'ocnogmH xpoc, g Tenepb COMHEBAKCh, KTO U3 HAC Ha-
crosumid (pokycHUK. Bel octamuch kuBbl! DT10... 3TO OBUIO Ca-
MO€ KYTKO€ Y IIPEKPACHOE 110y B MOEW ITPAKTUKE.

Dxpoc He cayuiai. OH cMOTpesT Ha Yachl B CBOEH PyKe: MUTATh
UX CBOMM 3(pMPOM OH TepecTall, HO OHH Bce erlle ObUTM TeIUThI-
MU M HEMHOI'O JIpOXaJii. 3aTeM OH NepeBe B3I Ha IOBEP-
’KEHHOTO Bpara. B Hem He ObUIO 371006 — TOMBKO OECKOHEUHAsI
YCTaJIOCTh, XOPOLIO 3HAKOMAS M CAMOMY IDXPOCY.

MeJieHHBIM, YyBEPEHHBIM LIIArOM OH NOZIOLIES K HE3HAKOMILY.
Kacryc nepHyJcs, roToBbl METHYTb KapTy, HO DXpOC OCTaBUJI
ero sxectoM. OH oIycTHIICS niepe]] XpOHO(OOOM 1 MPOTSIHYJT JIa-
JOHb, B KOTOPOU AEp:Kaj Yachl.

— Hepsxu. Tol Beb U3-3a HUX TaK JPOXKUIIIL? — THUXO CKazal
2xpoc.



Bbernen 3amep. Ero mexannyeckue najblibl CyJOPOKHO JpOr-
HYJI — OH OTKa3bIBAJICSI BEPUTHh COOCTBEHEHIM TJIa3aM.

— Thi... otgaems ux? Iocse Toro, Kak NOAYMHUI? — B CKpe-
JKEUYIIEM CTAJTBIO TOJI0Ce IEMOHA YUTAJICS TIeTIbIi OYKEeT SMOITHUI:
OT yIWBJIEHUS U OJIArOJapHOCTU JI0 3aTAEHHOTO CTpPaxa U BUIIM-
Moro Auckomdopra.

— MHe He HyXHO 4y)kOo€ BpeMs, — THXO OTBETHJ IDXPOC,
BcriomMrHasA cioBa Punensa. — Y MeHS M CBOEro-TO ITOYTH HE
OCTaJIOCh.

Jpoxarieit pykoi KyJabTUCT OepexHo 3abpai apredakt. Cto-
WJIO YacaM KOCHYTBCSI €T0 Cepoy KOXH, KaK OH CyTOPOXHO BbI-
JIOXHYJI, ¥ €r0 TUIeYr pacciabieHo Onay.

— Ilpocture... — mpouientan oH, 3aKpbiBasi IJ1a3a-3BE3/bl.
— 4 npunsan Bac 3a noBunx Xpama. Kacryc... Bama arpeccus
JIMIITL TIoTBepania Mou onacenust. S 6ernent. S npegan Kynbr
Ero, u tenepsb 3a moto rosioBy Ilepsbiii Ha3Hauw1 Harpaay. Ilo-
JKATYHCTA... HE POroHsiiTe MeHsl. Eciu s1 ocTanych OMH B 3TUX
necax, Kpecronocipl nim Kaparenn ocTaHOBAT MOe ceplle Tak
e JIETKO, KaK CTpeJIKU Ha 1udeponare.

Kacryc npe3purenbHo (ppIpKHYJ, HO yOpas OCTaBIIIMeCs Kap-
Thl B PYKaB.



— Hy 4r0 %, rocnogurs 9xpoc, no3apasisn. Teneps B Haen
CKPOMHOW KOMIIaHUU MOSIBUJICSL XOASYMI YACOBOM MEXAHU3M C
XpoHopoOuet, — chsA3BUII Oe3ymell, HETOPOILTUBO OTXJIeObIBas
yas U3 YallKd, YTO HEMOHATHBIM 00pa30M BHOBb OKa3ajach B
ero pykax. — YyzaecHoe 3aBepIleHUE YaeIUTHs, HE HaxoauTe?

I'naBa 3:«B3op Ero»

B matpe crosina tsakenas tuimvHa. JIMIe 10k MEpHO OWIT
1O TKAaHW IIaTpa, Jia MOTPECKUBAJ KOCTep, naBas Teruio. Kyib-
THUCT CHeJ Ha MOJTy B YIUTy IIaTpa, APoXka U MPHKUMasi CBOU Ya-
ChI K TPY/IU TaK CUJILHO, OYJTO 3TO €ero COOCTBEHHOE Ceplle.

— Kak TBOe mms, Oersen;? — crpocusi DXpoc, YyBCTBYS
HEJIOMOTaHUE U JKKEHUE B TPyAU.

Xporodo06 B3nporHy. Jpoxs mporia mo Bcemy Tely OTo-
3BaBILKCH KAJIOOHBIM CKPEKETOM LIECTEPEH.

— 4... 1 yKe He TIOMHIO ero, — OH MOMSUICSI U TIOCMOTpEIT
Ha 4achl, ero riaa3a-3Be3pl OnecHy . — [lepBbIil UM MeHs
WUMEHH U TIPOIILIOTO.

Ot cnadoctu, Dxpoc npucen psioM. Ero mutedo ciyyaitHo 3a-
JIeJI0 CBHCAIOIIME Ha IETMOYKaX MasTHUKU, M XPOHODOO ucmy-



raHHO OCPHYJICH.

— 3Hauurt, Oyaeuib XpOHOM, — C MSATKOW YJIbIOKOW MPOU3-
Hec DXpoc, OCTOPOKHO MOMMAB PACKAYMBAIOLIMECSH MASITHUKH,
OCTaHaBJIMBAs UX XOfI.

XpOH KMBHYJI, TPUHUMAsi CBOe HOBOE UMs KakK TEpBBIN Jap
CBOOO/IBI.

Kactyc momua crosin y Bxofa, NorpyKeHHbII B TSKOJIbIE /1y-
Mbl. Ero npexHsis urprBas yJsiOka 6ecciieiHO ucuesna, yCTyIB
CBO€ MECTO CYpOBOMY, I'PAHUTOBOMY JIMILY, a (PHMOJIETOBBIE IJ1a3a
3aMETHO MOTYCKHEJH.

— Tocnymaii, 6ernerr, — ero roioc ObUT Pe3KUM, MOYTH
arpeccHBHBIM, — Thl B€/lb 3Haelb Oosblie Hariero. OObsacHH,
YTO MIPOUCXOIUT B 3TOM IpokjIsAToM Kynbre? Kto 310T Bor, yro
PacITyCTHJI CBOM IVIa3a IO BCEMY 3TOMY MUpPY?

EnBa 3acibliias npo rasa, XpoH CBEpHYJICSA B KOM. MasiTHU-
KU YAApPWINCh O XKUJIET, M INECTEPHHU M3/IAJN KaJTOOHBIN 3BOH.
BhUIO BUJTHO: BCIIOMUHATH CTyXeHue Kynbry emy Ob10 OO0JBHO.

— 41... 1 HUYero He 3Hal0. .. OHU U CAMU HE 3HAIOT. .. BCE MPO-
cTo padoraroT... — Ha mur oH 3atux u 3amep. — Tam... B Xxpa-
Me. .. BE€3JI€ [VIa3a, U HEMOHATHO, Kakve MpuHaiexkar Emy, a ka-



KM€ IPOCTO HApPUCOBAHHI. .. M B KY3HSX. .. TaK )K€ — Mepensa Ha
XPUIUIbIA IETIOT, TPOU3HEC XPOH.

[lepen BHYTpEeHHUM B30pOM DXpoca BHOBb 3aCThUI CUITY3T C
KPbLUIbSIMH, UTO MEPEKPHIBAIA EMY COJIHIIE U [IOEM NapsIIKX I71a3
BOKPYT Hero. OH HEBOJILHO KOCHYJICS IPYAU, BCTIOMHUB, KaK Jie-
CSATKU TSIKEJIbIX B3IJIs1I0B TPUKOBAJIU €T0 K 3eMJIE, CMEHSIsl CMep-
TEJIbHBIN XOJIO, CTPAHHBIM, IYTAIOIIUM TEILJIOM.

— 4... 1 Buaen ux, — ryxo npousHec dxpoc. — OHU 3a-
BUCJIM HaJJ0O MHOW MpsIMO B BO3/yXe, Korjaa s ymupai. U koraa
JeCATOK I71a3 CTAIM CMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK s yracao. .. KO MHe 1o-
JOILIa KpbUiaTasi purypa. .. OHa U criacjia MeHsl.

Konona kapr, He U3/1aB HU 3BYKa, BBICKOJIb3HY/IA U3 ApOkKa-
nmx pyk Kacryca. XpoH ucnyraHHo OTIpsiHyJ1 B CTOPOHY, CJIOB-
HO DXPOC CTaj OIACEH.

— Tl'ocnioguH. .. — ronoc (poKycHUKa APOrHYJ COPBABLINCh
Ha menot. — Heyxenu Bbl nomeveHs! Mim?

— OH He momoraeTr MpoCTo TaK... OH YBUJEN B Balll I1I€H-
HOCTb. .. OTHBIHE, BbI JIIIIb HTHCTPYMEHT B €r0 PyKax, — JOMOJ-

HUI XpoHO(0O, 3a0MBasICh B CaMBbIll TaJIbHUAI YTOJI IIaTpa.

DXpoc MocMoTpest Ha cBou pyku. Ilepesen B3misAa Ha (pokyc-



HUKA, Ybe JIUIO OTpakasio TUXui yxac. Ha Oernena, 4uro cunen
BXKaB rOJIOBY B HOrM. B ronoBe 3akpyTUINCh TYCKJIbIE, CIIOBHO
(pnsibM Ha 1IeHKE, BOCTIOMUHAHUS O CEPOCTH €ro MpekHen Ku3-
HU U cioBa Pupgens.

— 3HauUT, UHCTPYMEHT? — DXPOC MEIJIEHHO BCTaJl, UTHO-
pupysi oOxuramiee xkeHue B rpyau. Ero roioc npo3pydan Ha
YAMBIIEHUE TBEPAO, NEPEKPbIBAsl IIYM JIMBHS. — 3HAUUT, 3Ta
KpbLaTasi TeHb Pellnia, YTO BHIKYIWJIA Y MEHS KU3Hb?

B mamsTu, mpoOuBasich CKBO3b IesieHy OOJM, BCIHBIXHYI
Xxpuruibiid rojioc Punens. OH Ciiblai ero OTYETIMBO, CJIOBHO
APYT CTOSUT 32 CIIMHOW Y JIOTOpAIoOIIEro Koctpa: «Ku3Hb KpeT
Hac 32 TaK, DXpoc. OHa HE CMOTPUT Ha JTOCTHKEHWS, MEUTHI 1
npouee, U B Jy4IlleM Clly4yae 3aruiaTuT JUIb rpomy. Y Tonpko
CMEpTh B KOHEYHOM MTOTe BO3JACT HaM IO 3acyraM BIOBOJIb.
Tak Gopuch xe! bopuck, 4TOOH U y JKU3HU BBIPBATh TUIATY |»

DXPOC CKaJl KyJIaK1 TaK, YTO MeJIb B BEHaX OTO3BAJIACh SIPOCT-
HOW MyJIbCallhen.

— 4 6exan u3 oqHOro a/1a He IS TOro, YTOOBI CTaTh MAaPUO-
HETKOH B JIPyroM. Pa3 3ToT Mup XO4eT COkKpaTh MEHs — IYCTh
nasutcst! S1 Oymy GopoTbest. BOpoThesi, UYTOOBI M 9Ta KU3Hb Ha-
Yajia MHE TUIaTHTh.



Kacryc menyienno cobpai konoay ¢ nona. Ero macka 6e3ym-
HOro (hOKyCHMKA Ha MUT Jajia TPEIIMHY, OTKPbIB HEUTO MOXOKee
Ha COMHEHHe.

— I'poMkuMe ciioBa [1j1s1 TOTO, Ubsl KPOBb €Ile HE OCThLIA MO-
CJle IEPBOM CXBAaTKU, — TUXO 3aMETUJI OH, IPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM
npsiya KapThl B pykaB. — Ho B 3TOM LMpKe MHe oIpeJesieHHO
HPaBUTCS 3TOT HOBBIM akpoOar. [TocmoTpum, rocrioaus dxpoc,
KAKOH BBIKYII Bbl CMOXETE BbIPBATh Y 37I0I0 POKa.

@DOKYCHUK YBEpEHHO MOJOIIe ONMKe, B €ro (proseToBbIX
1a3ax TopejM a3zapT M JoOOMBITCTBO. Ha nuile pactsiHynsach
NIPeXHsIs yIbIOKa — He J100pasi, CKopee XHUITHO Oe3yMHasl.

— W atu B oquHouKy npotus Ero B3opa — BepHOE caMoyOuii-
crBo. Ho naru psagom ¢ tem, Ha KoM jiexut Ero mertka... o, 310
IpeJICTaBJIeHUe 51 MPOIyCKaTh He codnpaiock. CunTaiTe, uTo A
BAlll [IEPBHI COIO3HUK B 9TOM OE3yMHOM TOXOIE.

XpOH TOAHSJICS C KOJIEH B YIJTy, TIepecTaB TUXO OpeuTh ce-
Oe moj Hoc. B 3Be3gax ero mia3 3axmiach XOJIOmHas M TYCKJIast
Hajexaa. OH pacrpaBuil IUJIeUd, U MEJIHbIE 1IeTIM Ha €ro rpyau
3BSIKHYJIU B YHUCOH.

— FOCHOIH/IH, A TOTOB UATU 3a BaMH, — TOJIOC €r0o 3By4al
KaK CJIa’)KCHHasA TPEJIb MHOKECTBA YaCOBBIX MEXAHNU3MOB. — Ilo-



MOIIIb BaM, IIOMOXKET UCKYIIUTbh MO I'PEXU.

IXpoc KOPOTKO ycMexHysicsl. OOxuraroias 0oib B €ro rpyau
CMEHsLJIach KapoM a3apra.

— Yro %), pemeHo. MbI 6yyiem 60poThes, rocriofa! — TBepo
NPOU3HEC OH, U B TUIIKHE IIaTpa 3TO MPO3BYYAJIO KaK CMEJTBIH
BBI30B camMomMy Bory storo mupa.

['maBa 4:«KpoBb U MpeICMepTHAS Clie3a»

Houb B Ab6ckypryme Oblla TEMHOM U 3JI0Bellel. Jlec Haror-
HWICS] KaKO(hOHUEN 3BYKOB: OT YOAIOKHMBAIOIIIETO, TIOYTH TMITHO-
THUYECKOTO TIEHHS 10 YTPOOHOTO CKpekeTa U AaJleKOro peBa, OT
KOTOporo BUOpHpoBasa cama noysa. Kacryc Bblen Ha cepeau-
Hy nosisiHbl. Ero kaptel Oosblile He JieKald B pyKaBax — OHU
BUJIMCh B BO3/lyX€, BRIUEPUYMBAsI BOKPYT HErO U DXpoca CBepKa-
IOIIYI0 BOCBMEPKY, CHMBOJI OECKOHEYHOCTH. D(PHp MyIbCHPOBAT
B OKUJIaHUU OOSl.

— Hrak, rocioqu 9xpoc, IpouyBCTBYITE MOE MAaCTEPCTBO.
Cwmotpute BHUMatenbHee, s He Oymy caepxkuBarbcsi! — Ero
yIBIOKA B CBETE KOCTpa Ka3asjach XMITHBIM OCKaJloM. — A THl,
XPpoH, nocrapaiicsl He ymepeTs B npouecce 3toro ¢gokyca. [loy
HE TEPIUT JUIIHUX TPYHOB!



XPOH JIMIIb CYXO JISA3THYJ IIECTEPHAMMU Y LIEJIKHYJ KPBIII-
KOM CBOMIX 4acoB, 3aceKas Bpems. B ero masax-3Be3nax 3acThl-
710 6ecrprcTpacTHOE OXHUIaHue. B To jke MrHOBeHHe BCsl KOJonia
B3MbLIa B uepHoe HeOo. KapThl yliuim Tak BHICOKO, YTO DXPOC Ha
MUT TOTEPSUT X U3 BUJLY, HO TYT ke HeOO «o0pymiochk». Kax-
Jlast KapTa MpeBpaTujiach B pa3silvuil KJIWHOK.

DXpoc BCKUHYJ PYKH, YYBCTBYs, KaKk Meb B BEeHaX Hauajia
BuOprpoBath. [lepBble TpU KapThl OH MEpPeXBATWI MOYTU WH-
CTUHKTHUBHO, a 3aTeM PEe3KUM PBIBKOM OTITPABUII 0OPaTHO B (ho-
KycHuKa. Kactyc pacxoxorascsi, yKJIOHSSCh OT COOCTBEHHOIO
OpYXUs1 UBSIIHBIM [TUPYITOM.

— MennenHo, rocnionuH dxpoc! CIuikom MeajieHHo !

JIBe KapThl, CIOBHO OpPUTBBI, TIOJIOCHY/IM HOBUUKA T10 LIEKaM,
OCTaBJIsIsl MEHbIE TOPOKKM KpoBHU. Ellle oqHa nenmnach TO4HO
B TOpJIO, HO DXPOC JIOBKO MEPEXBATUII €€ MaJIbIIaMU. TpeHnpo-
BOYHBIN OO¥ MpeBpaTujIcs B 0e3yMHBIN BUXpb. Heckombko Kapr,
OTPUKOILETUB OT HE3pUMBIX nperpag Kacryca, co cBucTom yie-
TEJIM B CTOPOHY XpoHa. TOT Aaxe He IIEJTOXHYJICA: 32 MIHOBE-
HHUE IO KOHTAKTa Iepe HUM BCIIBIXHYJI KPOXOTHBIMA (pparMeHT
gepoaTa, U KapThl € KaJIOOHBIM 3BOHOM BEPHYJIHCh K MECTY
KapKOU OMTBHI.

— He orBnekaiitech Ha 3puteneit! — BoIKprKHYJ Kacrtyc, 00-



pylMBas Ha DXpoca LeJylo JJaBUHY [NISTHIEBOTO CMEPTOHOCHOTO
MeTaJlIa.

[TouTr MoOIOBMHA KOJIOBI TETIEPh ObLIa MO KOHTPOJIEM DXPpo-
ca — OH JIOBUJI MX Ha JIeTY, Yeprasi CUIIy U3 COOCTBEHHOM sSIpO-
ctu. B ronoBe BenbIXHYyJA vjies: HEOObIYHASI, pUCKOBAHHAs, a0-
comoTHO Oe3ymHasi. OH OTUYETIMBO TMPEJICTaBHII Tepe]] coOou
JIECTHUILY.

— Bepine! — npopsryait oH.

Kaptbl, nponutanHbie ero 3(pupom, MOCITYIITHO BHICTPOUITUCH
MO/l ero HOTaMH, CMEHsIsl IPYyr JOpyra ¢ OelleHOW CKOPOCTHIO.
Kaxnas HoBast KapTa MOAXBATHIBAJIA €TI0 MOIOIIBY MPEKAE, YEM
npe/IbIIyIasi ycreBajia yrnactb. DXpoc OyKBaJIbHO B30eKal IO
BO3JIyXY, 3aMHpasl Haj 1aTpoM B OpeoJjie IpIMsAIIero guosera,
Menu 1 uckp. Kactyc Ha MrHoBeHue 3aMep, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN 3pe-
JIMIIIEM CBEPKAIOIIMX MEIHBIX IJ1a3. DTOr0 MUra Xpocy XBaTu-
JIO: OH BJIOKWJI BCE HAKOIMBILIEECS HANPSKEHUE B OIUH SIPOCT-
HBIN OPOCOK.

JlecATKY METAUTMYECKUX TPAMOYTOJIBHUKOB COPBAJIMCH C €r0
PYK, CIIMBasCh B €IMHBIN CUSIOIINAN NIOTOK. [IBa 3amepiv B MUJI-
JIMMETpax OT I71a3, €IE€ OAUH — Yy HOCa, U €IlE JBa 3aCTbUIN Y
camo# 11em, OyATo OxXuIas KOMaHIbl pe3arh aprepun. [locnen-
HsAS OLYTUMO yIapwia B Ipyfb, TOYHO B CAMOE CEpALE, OCTAIIb-



HbIE JKe 00JIeTeNH YAUBJIEHHOrO (POKYCHUKA W BEPHYJIUCH HA3all
K IXpocy.

3aBopoxkeHHbI KacTyc MeyIeHHO M OCTOPOXKHO OTOLIEN OT
3aCTHIBIIUX B BO3/IyXE KAPT. DXPOC MPUTSIHYJI UX OOPATHO Y MEe/I-
JICHHO CITyCTHJICS.

— Jlep3ko, rocnovH DXpOc, Kak ke 3T0 ObUIO Iep3KO0 U 3-
(extHO! A Kakas y Bac Harnasi, OecriapIOHHasl U yIAUBUTEIIb-
Hasi caMoHafiesTHHOCTh! — Kactyc pacrutbuicst B yabIOKe, B KO-
TOPOM MPOMEJIBKHYJIO YBAKEHUE U BOCXMILEHHEe. — Barn Tprok
ObLJT IPOCTO BOCXUTHUTEJIEH!

dokycHUK mopo1es OIMKe, ¥ ero pyKa TSDKeJo yrasia Ha Tiie-
4o Ixpoca. B3z ero cran cepbe3HbIM U BIWJICS €MY B IJ1a3a.

— Ho kak e Jep3ko Bbl OTOMCTHIIM MHE 32 MOU I'PELLOK IIPpU
Harei iepBoii Bcrpeue. [TpusHaiocs, 51 qaxke ObLT HECKOIBKO Ha-
IyraH Balllel MECTbhI0, — OH HEHAJ0JIr0 3aMOYall, KPyTs OCT-
pBIi yc. — A Ballla KpeaTUBHOCTb Ha 1oJie 00s1 MPOCTO NOpaxa-
er. Ho He obosbimaitech, akpoOar, 310 OblIa JIMIIb Pa3MUHKA
riepes HaCTOSAIIMM IHOY.

Kacrtyc mMeanieHHO oTolIes1, OCTaBUB KapThl DXPOcCy.

— Hy uro ke, XpoH, Teneps 1Bos ouepenb. TombKo He caep-



JKUBAKCS: KaK BUIMIIb, CUJI Y MEHSI B JIOCTaTKE, — YBEPEHHO
CKa3zas DXpoc, KPyTaHyB KapTaMu B BO3/IyXe.

— Kak noxenaere, rocogut, — rojoc XpoHa Mpo3ByYall
Kak 0011 MasiTHUKA, YETKO U YBEPEHHO.

XPOH BBIIIEN HA MOJISAHY, €T0 [Ia3a-3BE€3/bl BCIIBIXHY/IU, U B
TOT 7K€ MUT PEAJIBHOCTb BOKPYT HETO NOJEPHY.Iach AbIMKOU. CTO-
W0 DXPOCY BEEpOM METHYTh IEPBbIE KapThl, KaK CUIIyIT Oerie-
11a Pa3MbUICS, IPEBPATUBIINCH B €/1Ba YJIOBUMYIO TeHb. Paznaincsa
3BYK, HATOMUHAIOUIUH IIETYOK YAaCOBOM CTPEJIKU, U XPOH BO3-
HUK B IATU Iarax B CTOPOHE. DTO He ObUl Oer — OH CJIOBHO
IPOCKOJIb3HYJ CKBO3b MPOCTPAHCTBO, OCTABJISISA 32 COOOH JIUIIIB
€/1Ba 3aMETHBIM y30p4aTbhii (PUOIETOBO-YEPHBIN HIIEU(.

DXpOC METHYJ LIEJbli poid KapT Ha OlepeXeHue, HO 3TO He
OCTaHOBWJIO TIpHOIMkeHue ormoneHTa. Korga XpoH coBepitv
O4YEPEJHON PBIBOK, CTPEMACH MOJOUTH BIUIOTHYIO, DXPOC HE
CTaJl YBOPAUMBAThCS TPUBBIYHBIM crlocoO0M. OH Tpe/ICTaBII,
KaK €ro TeJI0 CTAHOBUTCS HEBECOMBIM [IbIMOM, KaK OH PE3KUM
PBIBKOM 3aXOHUT 32 CIIUHY XPOHY. MUp Ha OO0 CEKYH/Ibl CMa-
3aJICA. DXPOC NOYYBCTBOBAJI PE3KUH TOIYOK BO3/yXa, U B CJIENLY-
I0IlIE€ MTHOBEHUE OH JEUCTBUTEIBHO OKA3aJICA M03aJu XPpOHa.
Peb6po nagonu Gernena, HaleJIeHHOE B TUIEUO DXPOca, pacceKio
MYCTOTY.



— Hemnoxo, — npousnec XpoH. — Cpa3y NOBTOPUTH TEX-
HUKY 3(PMPHOTO PhIBKA. ..

3Be3/1bl B [71a3aX XpOHA CBEPKHYJIH, U HOUHYIO TUIIHHY TPO-
pe3ast pe3Kuii merdok ero yacos. [epex oM Dxpoca HEOKH-
JaHHO MOSIBUJICS ABIMSAIINIA IupepOnar. XpoH, He Tepsist HA MU-
HYTBI, OJHUM PE3KMM pa3MalliCThIM ABHKEHUEM OOPYIIUII peo-
PO CBOETO IIMTa HA ONINOHEHTA. Yap NpHIIeNCs B IPy/b, 3a/IeB
HOC. DXpoc OT/IeTeN Ha3ajl, MpoIaxaB 3eMJIIO 110/l HOraMH B I10-
TIBITKE HE YIaCTh.

— Jepurecs, rocrionuH! — B miazax XpoHa Toxke 3aurpa
a3apr, 3aTyMaHUBAIOIIMI pa3yM; rojioc Terepb 3Byvall Kak napo-
BOU JIBUTATEJTh BHIIEIINI HA paboure 0OOPOTHI.

— Hy pa3 Thl 3TOr0 Tak Xoyellb. .. — MPOPeBeN IXPOC B OT-
BET, BBITHPAst XJIBIHYBIIIMI W3 HOCA PyYeeK MeJIu.

KapTbl co cBUCTOM pBaHy/ M BBBICh, 3aKPYUUBASICh CTATBHBIM
BUXPEM HaJ| roioBord XpoHa. TOT TyT k€ BCKUHYJI LLIUT BBEPX,
TOTOBSICh K 0OCTpesy, HO OTKPBIB TeJO Jisi ONvkHer ataku. B
OJIMH PBIBOK DXPOC OKa3ajics BIUIOTHYIO K XpoHy. Ero kynak,
YCWJICHHBIN MHEPIIMEN PbIBKA, METUJ B IJIEUO OITIOHEHTA.

Pa3znancst rynkuid, TOp:KECTBEHHBbIA 3BOH Kojokosa. Kymak
DXpoca BCTPETUJI HE MATKYIO TUIOTh, a €1Ie OMH MaJIblid Iu(ep-



071aT, BO3HUKIINI B MMJUTUMETPAX OT LIeJI. X POH JIMIIb CJIerkKa
TIOBEJT IJIEYOM, Tacs MHEPIHUIO aTaKu. DXPOC OTIIATHYJICSA ¢ Ona-
TMM MaTOM CKBO3b 3yOBl OT Pe3KOi OOJIH, MPOIIUBIIEH CYCTaBHI.
Koctsuiku nasnbues oHeMesu, OyATO OH CO BCE CUJIbI YAAPUJI 110
I'PAHUTHOM TLJTUTE.

— l'ocrionuH, He xenaere nu cnatbesa? Vi Bl Tymaete, 4yTo
s He Ipeyrajailo Baul CleAyolMid yagap? — co cpeledyliiMm
CMENIKOM MPOU3HEC XPOH.

— He noxpenbcs, 4yepT MexaHM4eckui! — rmaza Dxpoca
npeayIpesKaalolle CBEpKHYJIN METHBIMU UCKPAMHU.

XpoH He 3acTaBui ceds kaarb. OH pBaHyJCS BIEPEHd, U €ro
OrpOMHBIN 3(pUpHBIA 1HdepOnar, Tyaami oT U30bITKA SHEp-
I'WY, MOHeccs MpsAMO B Teno Dxpoca. Boszayx mepen murtom
YIUIOTHUJICS, O0eIast COKpyIMTeNbHbIN yaap. Ho Dxpoc He oT-
crynwl. OH BCKMHYJ PYKH, U JECATKU KapT, IMOBUHYACH €r0
SIPOCTHOMY MMITYJIbCY, MTHOBEHHO CILJIEJIUCh B IUIOTHBIM YEIyH-
yatbiil mut. Crousio nudepodiaty XpoHa ynapuTh B 3Ty Mperpa-
1y, KaK OH TYyT € C CWJIOM OTHPYKUHWI Hazajd. Ddup Dxpo-
ca, OAMUTAHHBIN €T0 CHIIBHEUIIIMM YIPSIMCTBOM, CpadOTal KakK
NpYyXKMHA, OTTOJIKHYB UYXXYIO aTaky 0OpaTHO.

[Mudepbnar XpoHa ¢ BU3rOM OTJIETENl B CTOPOHY, HA MTHO-
BEHHUE JIE30PHEHTUPOBAB Oeryieria. TOro MUra XBaTuio. DXpoc



BJIOJKHWJI BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS] CUJTy ¥ HAHEC COKPYUIMTENIBHBIN yaap
cHM3y BBepX. Kyiak, OKyTaHHBIN (PUOSIETOBOY JABIMKOU, BPE3aJl-
sl TOYHO B YesmiocTh XpoHa. ['poxoT ynapa ObUT TAKUM CHIIBHBIM,
YTO MUHYTHBIE CTPEJIKUA €r0 POroB 3allUICh B OeleHol BUOpa-
1IUU, U3/1aBasi TOHKUI, MyUYUTEIbHBIN 3BOH KaMEepPTOHA.

— ,HOBOJH)HO I/Il“p' — €I'0 I'oJIOC CphIBAJICA B PE€B COTCH WIC-
CTCPCHOK.

OH caenan pe3Kuid BHITIa, ¥ MBIl 1ieponaT CTpeMHUTeNb-
HO TOHeccsl B DXpoca, TOUYHO LIMPKYJsipHas nuia. ToT ensa
ycres YKJIOHUTLCSI PHIBKOM, KaK TYT K€ IIUT 1MOoOoJIbIIe 0TOpo-
CHJI €rO Ha HEeCKOJIbKO MeTPOB Ha3Bll. B3peBeB, Kak pacKaJieH-
HBII1 ABUTaTesb, XPOH pBaHyJICs Brieped. Ero okyTa njaioTHbIi
JIBIM Y4epHO-(UoeToBoro 3¢upa, a orpomMHbIi udeponar mo-
Heccsl Ha DXpoca CIIOBHO TapaH. Yap METUJI TOYHO B KUBOT, HO
DXpOocC B NOCIEAHUI MUT PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJ1i0. Tsikesnbiil 3(pupHbIi
IIMT TIPOJIeTeN B Mape CAHTUMETPOB HaJ HUM, 0O/1aB JIMIIO TOpsi-
YUM BO3YXOM.

XPpOH, He Tepsisi MHePIMH, TYT e OOpPYIINI er0 BEPTUKAIBHO
BHU3. [ pOXOT ontymmii: 9Xpoc e1Ba ycriea BHOBb BHICTABUTD Ye-
LIyH4aTylo nperpaay u3 kapr. KyJ1bTUCT HEMCTOBO JaBUJI HA CBO-
ero onrnoHeHTa nudepoaatom. Bo3ayx Mexay HUMU 3a1poxkall.

— Twr npowurpan, porarsiii! — npoxpuren IXpoc CKBO3b



CTUCHYTBIE 3YOBI.

Pe3kuM ABMKEHUEM OH BBIOPOCHJI HOTY, MOJACEeKas XpOHa.
ToT, yBneueHHbIl COOCTBEHHOW MOIIIbIO, YITYCTUI MOMEHT, Te-
pas onopy. C TsSKEIbIM METAJUIMYECKUM 3BOHOM OH PYXHYJI Ha
KOJIEHM, a €r0 LIUT MTHOBEHHO Pa3BesICs. DXPOC HABUC CBEPXY,
3aHeCs PO KapT HaJl FOJIOBOU MPOTUBHUKA. X POH 3a:KMY PUJICS,
BTSIHYB I'0JIOBY B IIEUM B OXKMAAHWU NOceqHer aTaku. Ero ja-
TYHHBIE 3Be3/Ibl IJIa3 HA MUT TIOTacliv, OOHaKask OOBIYHBIN YeJio-
BEUYECKH CTpax.

CekyHpl pacTsHYJIMCh, KaK I'ycToe MalllmHHoe Macio. Ho
BMECTO COKPYIIMTEIbHOro (puHata XpOH IMOYYBCTBOBAN, Kak
’Kap dysxoro 3¢upa orcrynaer. CoOpaB KapTsl B KOJIOAY, IXPOC
BBITEP Me/Jb C pa3OMTOro JIMLA U MPOTSAHYJ PYKy CBOEMY Ipo-
TUBHUKY, YTOOBI IOMOYb BCTaTh.

— JlocTaTouHO, — BBIJOXHYJI OH, U B €0 rojioce OoJblle He
ObLIO sipocTU. — boii okoHueH, XpoH. Thl mpourpai.

XPOH NPUHAI PYKY, TSKENO MOAHSIICA U, KOPOTKO KMBHYB,
HarpaBuics K marpy. Ero MexaHu3mel paboTayy r1yxo, odTh
CMHUPEHHO.

— IMo3apassio, rocnoarH, BbI TPOSIBUIIN Ce0s1 TPEBOCXOIHO !
— Kacryc Herpomko noxJyionai B JiaIONIN.



B cnenyomee MraoBenue (hOKyCHUK U Oersiel] OOMeHsUTUCh
KOPOTKHUM, CTpaHHBIM B3r1s0M. B razax Kacryca, ycrpemiieH-
HBIX Ha DXpOca, BCIBIXHYJIO HEUTO XUIIHOE, JIMIIEHHOE BCSIKOM
YeJI0BEYECKON TETUIOTHI.

— Tonbko BOT B HACTOAIIEM IOy, — BKPAA4YXBO HaAYaJl Ka-
CTYC, — IIOOJMHOYKE HE BBICTYIIAIOT.

— Bac xaer ¢puHaBHBIM aKT, — noaxBatuil XpoH. Ero ro-
JIOC Tenepb BUOPUPOBAJI MyTaloIeld YeTKOCTbI0 METPOHOMA. —
Mps1 — oxotHukH. Bot — no0Obrva. Eciu 1o paccBeta Mbl Bac He
HACTUIHEM — BBI ITOOEINJIN.

DXpOC NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BJIOJIb [IO3BOHOYHMKA TIOTION3 JIUTI-
KUU XOJIOI.

— Pe0sr, B yero?.. — Ero ronoc AporHysi, HO BMECTO OTBe-
Ta Kactyc U3s111HO BCKUHYI PYKY.

Konona, moguuHsisick 6e33ByYHOMY MPHKa3y, MTHOBEHHO Bep-
HyJ1ach K X034uHY. JIuib oHa Kapra ocranach MapuTh B BO3-
JIyX€, OCTPbIM YIJIOM YKa3bIBasi B CTOPOHY HENPOIISAHOM Yallly
Jjeca.

— Oxota Hayanack! — ¢ 6e3yMHBIM XOXOTOM BBIKpHKHY.T Ka-



cryc. — Bpems Gexatb, rocnogyH 100b4a!

DXPpOC COpBAJICS C MECTa, OCTABUB 3a COOOH JIMIIIb MIIeH) ma-
TUHBI Ha TIpuMsATON Tpase. Ceparie 3a0Uochk o0 pedpa, Kak Mou-
MaHHasl B CWJIOK MTHIIA. DTO OOJbiie He ObLIO MOXOXEe Ha JIPY-
KECKUH CHappuHT — BO3/yX 3a CIIMHOM CTaJ HEBHIHOCHUMO Jie-
JSTHBIM, TIPOTTUTAHHBIM XKaX/I0 KPOBH M a3apTOM IpecyieoBa-
TEeJen.

— bBerwu xe, 6eru! — noHeccst U3 TEMHOTHI HAJPHIBHBIN, JIH-
IIEHHBIH YetoBeyHOCTH cMeX Kactyca. 1o ObuT XOXOT Oe3yMmIla,
KOTOPBII HAKOHEI] HallleJl ce0e OYepeIHYI0 UTPYIIIKY.

Jlec cran ais Dxpoca 6eckoHeUHBIM TabupuHTOM. OH OeKal,
He pa3Oupast JOPOry, JIUIIL Obl OTOPBATHCSI OT OXOTHUKOB. BeTku
XJIECTAJTH €O JIUIIO U TeJIO0, OCTaBIsASI OJIOCHI CCAJIUH U YIIIHOBI,
HO OH He YYBCTBOBAJI OOJI — JIMIIIb JIEJICHSIIUIA KPOBb yXKac.
3a cniMHOM pas3faalicsl CyxoM, Tpeckyunii pes Kacryca:

— ITnoxo, rocnionuu no6kya! Bl CJMIIIKOM HIYMHBI, CIOBHO
caMu XOTUTe ObITh pacTep3aHbl! XBaTUT yke Oekarh, KaK paHe-
Hoe uBOTHOe! Tak Oy/eT CIMIIKOM CKy4YHO!

B Ty e cekyHly BO31lyX cjieBa OT Dxpoca 3acBucTell. ToHkas,
Kak OpUTBa, KapTa MpOIWIa pyKaB KypTKH, OCTABUB Ha TUieue
JUTMHHBINA ropsianil mope3. MemHast KpoBb OpbI3HYJIA HA KOPY Jie-



peBa. DXpoc BCKPUKHYJI, CHOTKHYJICSI O KOPEeHb U KyOapem Io-
KATUJICSA IO CKJIOHY, 33/IbIXasICh OT MaHUKU.

— MuHyTbI 32JIEpXKKH MOTYT CTOUTH KU3HU, — Pa3JaJICs Hall
CaMbIM YXOM XUIIIHO MEXaHUYECKUH, CKPEKEUYIIUI ronoc Xpo-
Ha.

DXpoc pBaHYJICS B CTOPOHY, He BUJIsl HUUYEro oT cTpaxa. Ho
MPOCTPAHCTBO BIIEPE/M MpeaTesbCKU 3arycresio, U pasiajcs
MeXaHUIECKHH IEeTIOK. DXPOC MOMBITAJICS 3aTOPMO3HUTh, HO I10-
CKOJIb3HYJICSI Ha BJIAXHOU 3emuie. B TOT ke MUT HaJl HUM TIpO-
Heccs Masbii nupeponar. He ycren DXpoc nogHAThCA, Kak Hajl
HHMM 3aCBEepKaJIU JJBE XUIIHBIE 3Be3/1bl. OrpOMHBIN IUT-1dep-
Omat OnecHyN B pyKax IMpeciieioBatesis. XPOC MOMBITAIICS OT-
KaTUThCs B CTOPOHY. C I'yJIKMM 3BOHOM IIUT OOPYIIUIICS PSJIOM,
3aj1eB Oe/Ipo ¥ 3acTaBiisisi DXpoca O0JIe3HEHHO BCKPUKHYThH OT
Tynou Oonu.

— Tloxanyucra... XBaTuT! — MOpOXpUIien IXpOcC, BBITUPAs
KPOBb C JIMILIA.

— Xgarur? oy tompko HaumHaercsa! — KacTyc BO3HUK
Ha BeTKe HaJ HMM. JIM1o (poKycHMKa B JIyHHOM CBETE Ka3a-
JIOCh 3aCThIBIIEN MAcCKOW MaHbsIKa, 3paYKy pacllvpUIUCh, TO-
riomas paayxkky. OH ynuBazics 3Tum crpaxom. — Jlaiite MHe
eme HemHoro smonui! Ilokaxure, Kak k€ CUJIBHO BBl XOTUTE



JKUTH!

HoBbIll poil KapT A0XKIEM MOCHIIAIACH CBEPXY. DXPOC pBa-
HYJICSl B CTOPOHY, HO OJJHAa U3 HUX Tope3asa ukpy. Pe3kas 6oib
IPOLLIMJIA HOTY, 3aCTaBUB €ro B3BbITh. OH MOJ3, LEIUIAACH 3a
CKOJIb3KYIO OT JOK/S1 36MJII0 Y KOPHU, YYBCTBYS, KAK OXOTHUKH
MEJIUIEHHO CyX)aloT Kpyru. OHU He TOPOIMIIUCH TIOOMBATh €10 —
OHU UT'PaJId C HUM, KaK KOTbI C 3arHAHHOM MBIIIIBIO.

— JlecATs MUHYT A0 paccBeTa, — MPOCKpexeTral XpoH, U
3BYK €0 MEXaHMU3MOB TENepb HAIIOMUHAJI TOJIOAHOE ypYaHUe. —
Brl 3ame/uisierech, rocoguH A0ObIYa.

[MaHnka okOHUATENILHO Ocyenuia Dxpoca. 3a0slB 000 BceM,
OH TIPOCTO OpOCHIICS BIEpe CKBO3b TYCThIe 3apOCH KOJove-
ro KyCTApHUKA, HE YYBCTBYS, KaK IIUIbI PBYT OACKIY U KOKY.
Bnepenu, uepes xurnbie 3apociu, ciado mpoodusaics ceer. C
JUKUM KPUKOM, OOJIbIIIE MIOXOKKMM Ha BCXJIUI, DXPOC BbIBAJIUII-
Cs1 U3 KYCTOB U, HE yJepKaB PaBHOBECHsI W3-32 PAaHEHOUN HOTH,
KyOapeM BBIKaTHJICS Ha HEOOJBIIYIO, 3aTUTYIO PEPacCBETHHIM
TYMaHOM U CBETOM IIOJISIHY.

Tspxesno piia, OH 3aMep Ha YeTBePEHbKAaX, CKJIOHUB IOJIOBY K
3emJie. Cepriie 6110 o pedpa Tak, 4To, Ka3auoch, ceiuac ceilvac
CJIOMaer uX.



TulmHa HaBaIWJIach BHE3AITHO, /1aBSl HA YIIM CUJIbHEE, YeM
€ro HeJJaBHUH KPUK. XPOC MeJICHHO 00epHYIIcs. Y Kpas Jieca,
OTKy/Ia OH TOJILKO YTO BBIOEKAJI, U3 TEHU MEJIJICHHO BBICTYITHII
Kacryc. OH 1leHMBO TacoBajl KOJIOYy, U CyXOW METAJUIMYECKUI
1IeJIECT KapT B 3TOM TUILIMHE 3BYYaJl KAK CKPEXKET HOXKA MO KaM-
HIO.

DXpoc pe3KO pa3BepHYIICs] B IPOTUBOIMOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, Ha-
JIesich HAWTH MyTh K OTCTYIUICHHIO, HO 3amep. Ha pyrom koHiie
THOJISTHBL, TIperpak/as myTh Briepen IudepoaaToM, HeMOIBIX-
HO ctosu1 XpoH. Ero yackl B pykax MepHO TUKaJIH, OTCUUTHIBAS
MIHOBEHHUSI, 3Be3/Ibl B I71a3aX CBETHJIMCh XOJIOJHBIM OECIOMIaI-
HBIM CBETOM, & 9(OUPHBII IIUT OIKCTA KaK JIe3BKe TMIbOTHUHBI.
Ixpoc cam 3arHai cedsl B JOBYIIKY.

CrioMJIeHHasl YCTaJIOCTBIO M CTPAXOM, «J0ObIYa» yrajia Ha KO-
JICHH B caMOM IieHTpe nojsiael. Cuut 6exarb OoJibllie He ObLIO,
JleTKue OOJieN, a Me/lb, COYMBIIASICS U3 PaH, Mavkajia MpuMsi-
Tyto TpaBy. OH IPUKAJ JIAJOHU K 3eMJIe, MBITAsICh YHATh APOXKb,
HO TIJTBLIBI JIAIIH OECIIOMOIITHO 3apbIBAJIUCh B HEE.

N3 necHoM TeHW, IJIaBHO M CMHXPOHHO, BBIIUIA MPECEI0-
Batenu. OHu He crienmau. Kactyc mogOpackiBasl B pyke Ofi-
HY-€/IMHCTBEHHYIO KapTy, ¥ €€ METAJUIMYECKUI LIEJIECT B TUIIIN-
He yTpa OWI MO yIam He Xyxke rpoma. XpoH Iies ¢ APYron CTo-
POHBI, €T0 MAATHUKU BBICTYKMBAJIA ME/JICHHBII PBAHbBIN PUTM.



— Iocmotpute Ha Hero, XpoH, — BKPag4uBO IpousHec o-
KYCHHK, HE CBOJISI C DXpoca pacHIMPUBIIUXCS OE3yMHBIX 3pay-
koB. — Harm Benmkuii modequrens. Ham «mnep». Teneps oH
OoJIBIIIe ITOX0K HA TOOMTOTO IEHKA, YeM Ha TOro, KTO CMeeT yKa-
3bIBATh HAM ITyTh.

— OH ObLJT CIIMIIIKOM CaMOHAJIesIH, — OTO3BaJIcs XPOH, U B
€ro roJsioce Jsi3ruyna cranb. — OH gyman, uTo nodeaa Aaet emy
npaBo Ha nomary. Omuoka. MexaHn3Mm, KOTOPBII BO3OMHII Ce-
Os1 TJIaBHBIM, JIOJKEH OBITh OTKAJIMOPOBAH... HJIM CJIOMaH.

Onu Havanm 0OXOmUTh DXpoca MO KPYry, Cyxkasi KOJbIO C
KaxJpIM marom. Kacryc XxumHo ckayimicsi, XpoH CBEpKasl XO-
JIOZIHBIMU 3BE3AMH IJ1a3.

— Kakoe Hakazanue BbiOepeM 3a ero aep3ocTh? — Kacryc
HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, UMUTHUPYSI pa3ayMbe. — MOXeT, JIMIIUTh ero
napsl naiblieB? YToObI KapThl OOJIbINE HE CTYIIATKUCH €r0 PyK?

— Wnu cnomats emy pebpa, — npeaioxuin XpoH, Aesasi mar
Ormke, — YTOOBI IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 BpeMsl yTeKaeT U Me/l-
JICHHO CTBIHET €r0 Me[b.

Kosb1io cMBIKaock. 9Xpoc 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO
BOKPYT HETO C:KMMAETCSl, CTAHOBSCh TUIOTHBIM U JieasHbIM. [1a-



HUKa, Jomeamas 10 Ipeaeiia, BeIIJICCHYJIACh B OTYaSAHHOM PbIB-
K€.

— Her! — BCKPHUKHYJ OH U, PBAHYBIIUCH C KOJICH, ITOIIbITAJI-
CA ITPOCKOYMTD B C,IIHHCTBCHHHIZ IMPOCBET MEKAY OXOTHUKAMMU.

Ho peanbHOCTB Briepeau ¢ IIEIYKOM YacOB MTHOBEHHO IIO-
JEpHYJIaCh MapeBOM MaTHHBL. B onuH peIBOK XpOH BO3HUK U3
HUOTKYJa, IepeKpbIBas MyTh IUUTOM. Tsxkenass pyka B MeJHOU
nepyaTke MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM BLEMWIACH JXPOCY B ILIEYO, BMHU-
Hasi ero 0OpaTHO B 3eMJII0. Y caMOro Kajblka cpa3y e 3aBUCIA
Kapra, OXkujas prukasa pe3arb. POKyCHUK OKa3ajcs 3a CIMHOMU,
€ro JIe[ISTHOE JIbIXaHWe KOCHYJIOCh 3aThUIKA «I00BIYM».

— 3aHaBec, TOCHOAMH JOOBIYA, — C XOJOAHBIM CMENIKOM
cKaszaJ 6e3yMell, ¥ ocTpasi KapTa KOCHYJ1ach ero meu. — Baine
110y OKOHYEHO.

DXpoc 3aMep, YyBCTBYS, KaK JieAsTHas CTalb KapThl BIIMBAET-
csl B Koxky. Cepiie B rpyiy COBEPIINJIO MOCASTHUIA OTYasTHHbINA
y/ap, 4TO OTO3BAJICS OOJIE3HEHHBIM YKOJIOM, U, Ka3aJloCh, OCTa-
HOBWIOCh. OH ObLT 3arHaH, pa3jaBiieH U npeaad. beccume ne-
pel MOIIBIO STUX JBOMX HAKPBLIO €ro yaylnuiMBoi BosmHou. [lo
I'PSA3HOM, UCIAPAIaHHOM I1IeKe, CMEIIMBAsCh C MEIHOW KPOBBIO,
MeJJIEHHO CKaTUJIaCh OJMHOKAS cJie3a.



DXpoc 3aKMYypUIICs, B T0OJIOBE MPOHECIach OHA JHIib (pa-
3a Gunens: «Ecim korma-HUOYAb CMEpTh 3acTaHeT TeOsi Bpac-
10X, He Oo¥Ccs mocenHel TbMbl, Dxpoc. CMepTh — 3TO He To-
pa’keHHe IIeCTePeHKH, TO MOMEHT, KOIJla OHa HaKOHeI| repe-
CTaet cKkpurieTb ot 6oiu. Ecim ku3Hb Tak U He 3aruiaTuiia Te-
Oe jaxe rpoiia, To IOKOW CTaHeT TBOEeH eIMHCTBEHHOU U caMoi
YeCTHOI Harpaaoi ot cMeptu. IIpocTo 3akpoii r1a3a 1 no3Bosb
9TOMY MUPY MCUYE3HYTh, YTOObI OKYHYTbCSI B THIIb U TIOKOW».

Becy Mup cxasncs 10 Touku 001M, KOTOPYIO OH OXKHUAAT TIO-
YYBCTBOBAThH B CJIEAYIONIYI0 CeKyHAY. «IlycTh Oyaer ObicTpo», —
IIPOHECJIach B FOJIOBE MOCJIEIHASA TopbKast MbIC/Ib. CEeKyHAbI CTa-
JIM TSHYTbCSI Kak Tyras npyxuHa. Ho BMecTo xonogHoro pesa
KapTa BAPYT BEPHYJIACh K BJIAJEIbLLY, & CIEIOM pa3faJicsl 3BOH-
KU IIETYOK MO HOCY.

— Ayu! — HEBOJIbHO BCKPHUKHYJI DXPOC, PACIIaXHYB IJ1a3a OT
HEOXUJAHHOCTH.

Han num crosin Kacryc. be3ymHblii 671eck B ero riiazax MrHo-
BEHHO CMEHWJICS] TPUBbIUHBIM JTyKaBbIM [TPUIILY POM.

DOKyCHUK BECEJIO KPYTHII KapTy MEX1y AJIbLEB, a XPOH, BCE
elre CKMMABIIUH 11e490 DXpoca, 0cIaduiI XBaTKy U U3Aal 3BYK,

MOAO3PUTEIILHO MTOXOKUI Ha CYXOI/UI MeXaHUYECKUI CMEIIIOK.

— Y0 X%, rocrioayH 100bIYa, Hallla MaJIeHbKast OXOTa KOHYH-



nack! — KacTyc pacruibiicst B IIMPOKOM W HEJIETION YIIbIOKe. —
Moxete cuutath 3T0 MOUM O(UIMATBHBIM B3bICKAHHEM 3a TO,
YTO HAIJIO HAIyTaJkd MeHsI B CIIappUHTE.

XPOH OTITYCTHJI TJIEYO M MEJIEHHO OTCTYIWJI, yOUpasi 4achl
B KapMaH.

— Hakazanue ucrosHeHo, — IMPOCKPEKeTal OH, U B 3BE3/1aX
ero ria3 oosbie He ObUIO XKax bl youiictBa. — Ctpax — JIy4-
A ¥ CAMBII YECTHBIN YIUTEITh JIJIS1 TOTO, KTO CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO
YBEPOBAJ B CBOIO HEMOOETUMOCTb.

DXpoc cuell Ha TpaBe, kKaJHO XBaTasi PTOM BO3[yX U HE Be-
ps, 4TO BCe ellle )kMB. Meb B €ero BeHax MOCTEeNIeHHO OCThIBAA,
OCTAaBJISIS JIMIIIb 3BEHSIIYIO MYCTOTY.

— Bbl... BB IPOCTO U3AEBAIUCH HAJIO MHOUM? — TIPOXPUIIET
OH, YyBCTBY#, KaK Y>KaC CMEHSETCS IUKOU, OITyCTOMIAIOIEN APO-
CTBIO.

— MzpeBanmuch? O HeET, TOCIIOAMH, MbI Bac 3akaysum! — Ka-
CTYC T€aTPAJIbHO BCIUIECHYJI pyKaMu, ¥ KOJIOJA KAPT HOCTYIIHBIM
BEEpPOM BTSIHYJIACh B €TI0 PYKaB.

DXpPOoC CMOTPEJI HAa HUX CHU3Y BBEPX, CKMMAas KyJIaKU TaK, 4TO
KOCTSIIIKY 1o6enenu. SpocTs aymmia ero, memas asiarh. OH



4yBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 YHUKEHHBIM, PACTONTAHHBIM, IPEBPAILICHHBIM
B UTPYIIKY I ABYX O€3yMIIEB.

— 3akansnu?! — BCKPUKHYJ OH, C TPYJOM MOAHUMASICh C
koJieH. Horu Bce ere noarndaimces. — Bbl OXOTWIMCE HA MEHH,
CJIOBHO TOJIOAHbIe XUIHUKM! 1 9yBCTBOBAJ Ballly kaxay Moein
KpoBH!

— Ecu Ob1 MBI 10-HACTOSAIIIEMY XOTEJH Balllell KpOBHU, IOC-
NO/IMH JT0OBIYA, BBl OB ceiiuac He TOBOPHIIN. — XOJIOTHO OTpe-
3an Kacryc. — Ho Barma nmanuka... oHa Obl1a ommHHOA. Te-
nepb Bbl NIOYYBCTBOBAJIU, KAK JOPOTrO CTOUT Ka/Iblid Balll BAOX.
B crepytomuii pa3, korga Ha Bailei 1mee OyleT XOJIoaHas pyKa
CMEpTH, Bbl BCIIOMHUTE STOT MOMEHT. BblI moiimere, 4to Baiia
’KU3Hb — 3TO HE MPOCTO Jap, a CTaBKa B MpeACTosIer 60pboe,
KOTOpYIO Bbl 00s13aHBI 3allMINATh JI0OOH 1ieHoi. Kaxknas pana
Y IIPOJIMTasi BAMU KPOBb — 3TO IUIATA, U TETEPb Bbl 3HAETE, HA-
CKOJIBKO OHa BBICOKA, YTOOBI HE OTABATh €€ JAPOM.

Kacryc nopomen 61uxe v, BOMPEKH HeAaBHEH kKECTOKOCTH,
OCTOPOXKHO MPOTSIHYJI DXPOCY YUCTHI IJIATOK.

— Boikyn y poka, HoMHHUTE ? — BKPaJAuMBO Hauasl (POKYCHUK,
CITU3BIBAsI KAILUTI0O Me/IU C KapThl. — POk Oeper Iiaty TpyioM u
KPOBbIO, rocriofiuH. CunTaiTe, 4To CErofiHsi Bbl 3aIUIaTUIIU CIOJ-
Ha.



DXpOoc CMOTPEJ Ha IPOTAHYTYIO TKaHb. Ero nasslipl 1poxKaiu,
3apbIBAsICh B XOJIOIHYIO 3eMJTI0, HO BHYTPH, B CaMOU TIITyONHE TTy-
111, YTO-TO OKOHYATEIBHO 3aK PUCTATUIU30BAIOCH U TTOXOJIOENO.
To, 4To Bcerna mneitajncs B3pacTuTh B HeM Punenb. CekyHy OH
MEJUTAJI, & 3aTeM, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI B3STh TUIATOK, COBEPIIII
PE3KMIA, IOMaHbI PHIBOK BIIEPE/.

Kacryc He ycrien cpearrpoBath — OH yxke ObUT paccialiie,
HACJIAKAASACh CBOEH POJIbl0 HacTaBHUKA. [lanbiel Dxpoca, au-
KHe OT MeJId, MEPTBOM XBAaTKOI BUEMWIUCH B ero ropyo. Eaun-
CTBEHHasl KapTa, MOJUUHSISICh He TeXHUKE, a OellleHOMY KUBOT-
HOMY TOPBIBY, CO CBUCTOM Bcropojia Bo3ayx. OHa mpouuia B
MUWUIMMeETpe OT Ia3a Kacryca, ocTaBUB MEAHBIM Clied Ha €ro
yXe, W, OTPUKOIIETUB OT €ro COOCTBEHHOIO IIMTa, Mope3aja
XPOHY PYKY, C:KUMAIOLIYIO YaChl.

Ha nonsiHe noBucna rycrasi, MepTBast TUIIMHA.

— CGFOI[HH A 3allIaThJI BaM CIIOJIHA, — T'0JIOC 9Xpoca Impo-
3BY4aJI HU3KO U ITyralomic TBepao.

OH pa3:xan nanblpl, 1 Kactyc HEBOJILHO OTCTYIWII Ha LIar Ha-
3a]]. DXPOC MOAHAJ OKPOBABJIEHHYIO KapTy M MPOTAHYI ee (o-
KyCHUKY BMeCTO IU1atka. [1o MeTamly MeayieHHO mosisia TsixKe-
Jlast Karuist 9yK0i KpOBH.



— VYpok ycBoeH. S y3Han nieny cBoeil menu. Ho 3arnomuure:
B CJIEAYIOLIMN pa3 s BO3bMY C BaC HE TOJIBKO MOPE3aMH.

OH 3actaBui1 cedsi CMOTPETh MIPSIMO B paCIIUPEHHbIC 3PAYKU
(pokycHuka, He oTBOIA B3MIALa. KacTyc MeqieHHO MojiHeC Ja-
JIOHb K MTOPE3aHHOMY YXY, KOCHYJICSI PaHBbI ¥ IOCMOTPEN Ha MeJI-
Hoe MATHO Ha nasblax. Cekynaa. JIBe.

— JHocroitHo, rocroguH, — Brojrojoca npousHec Kacryc.
— Be1 He pocTo orpe3HYIMCh. Bl erie u 3a0panu cBoio cravy.

D OKYCHUK MeIJIEHHO CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY. DTO He ObLT TeaTpaib-
HBII TIOKJIOH — 3TO ObLT )KECT XUIITHUKA, IPU3HABIIIETO PABHOTO.

— C CceromHsIIHero AHs, TOCHOINH, MOsI BOJISl TIPU3HAET Ba-
Iy, — CIHOKOMHO mpon3Hec XpoH. 3Be3/bl €ro a3 CBeTUINCh
Ternepb MHaYe — POBHO U IIyOOKO. — $I He Mor clierno uaTu
3a BaMU JIMIIb U3-32 Bbi3oBa Emy. {1 momken Obun yoenuTbes B
TBEPAOCTH BAIIIETO TyXa.

— Tenepr MBI 3HaeM, YTO MJIEM HE 3a IIYTOM, OPOCAOIIUM
cioBa Ha Betep, — Kacrtyc cTpsaxHyn KpoBb ¢ KapThl. — CTpax
CTaJl BaM JIy4IllIMM M YECTHBIM yuuTeseM. [lalo BaM CJIOBO: Mbl
OyaeM CITy>KUTh BaM Bepoi U MpaBou.

O0a 0XOTHHMKA OJJHOBPEMEHHO MPOTSIHY/IA PYKHU CBOEH HellaB-



Hell «JI00bI4e», ToMorasi DXpocy MOTHSATHCS C KOJIEH.

— TlopHumaiTech xe, roCliouH aHTperpeHep! — Mpou3HeC
Kacryc yxe 6e3 Tenu uzeBku. — $1 1y oObsIBIeHUs] Hayaia
HACTOSIIIIETO 1oy !

— Bcragaiite, rocnoauH 9Xpoc, — 9XOM OTO3BaJICST XPOH.
— 1 xay Bammx yka3aHui.

DXPOC MPUHSL TOMOIIIb, HO TYT €MY B FOJIOBY MPHIILIO XOJIO-
HOE 03apeHue: cefiyac OH He 0ojiee YeM OBIIa B BOTUbEH HIKYype.
be3 cobcTBeHHOro apredpakTa €My HUKOI/IAa He TepecTaTh ObITh
JOOBIYEH, M PAaHO WJIM MO3/IHO BOJIKHM MOUMYT, YTO MO IIKYPOM
BCE ellle CKphIBaeTcs cnadast KepTBa C KIEHMOM.

['naBa 5:«ITporuioe MoI0g0ro yueHoro»

Koctep mMupHO moTpeckuBall, BHIOpAchIBasi B CYMEPKHU Dbl-
’ue UCKpbl. Hajt lecoM MeIJIeHHO TUThUIA CBUHIIOBBIE TY4d, OHU
OKOHYATEJIbHO BBITECHSUIM HOYHYIO TeMeHb, HO HE TPHHOCHIIH
paccBETHOro OOJIerYeHusl.

DXpoc cuen y OrHsl, MPOTSAHYB O35101Me JIAIOHU K KapKO-
My TulaMeHHu. B MbICIISIX OH CHOBA M CHOBa MPOKPYUYMBAI HOY-
HyI0 0XOTy. CTOWJIO HA MUT TIPUKPBITh BEKH, KaK KOXY BHOBb
0OXHTaJo JIeAsTHOe PUKOCHOBEHHE KapThl. [laxke 6e300uaHbII



IIEJIECT JIMCTBHI TENEepb Ka3aJICcs JAIEKUM 9XOM Oe3yMHOro cMe-
xa Kacryca. OHM Ha3bIBaIM 3TO «3aKAJTKOM», HO DXpOC He 0OMa-
HBIBAJICS: CITYTHUKHU MPOCTO YIHMBAJIHCH €0 OECIIOMOIITHOCTBIO,
pa3BJIeKasACh 3a CUET UyKOW CJIab0CTH.

OOpaTHBIA MyTh K IIATPy MPOIIET B TATOCTHOM MOTYaHUHU.
JInmp mecrepHu Ha xuiere XpoHa MOHOTOHHO JISI3TaIM B TAKT
11aram, roka ToT noanupa xpoca miedom. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ 3Ty
HOIIEPKKY, HO TeNepb OHA Ka3a1ach 0OMaHUYMBOM — CJIOBHO pY-
Ka TIOMOIIH B JTIOOOW MOMEHT MOIJIA CKaThCsl Ha TOpJIe.

BHe3anHo Ha/1 KOCTPOM MeJJIEHHO PacKpblics 3(pUpHBIH IJ1a3.
DXpoc OTIIATHYJCS, XOTeN ObLIO 3aKpUYaTh, HO TOPJIO CKOBAJIO
Cyzoporou. d¢pup B KWJIaX BMUT IPEBPATUIICS B BA3KUI CBUHELL.
He B cunax noieBeauThbes, MyTHUK MOT JIMIIbL HaOmoAaTh. B ro-
JIOBE 3a3ByYaJl TOJI0OC — 3BOHKMUH, KaK CKPUITIKA, U POBHBIMN, Kak
yZapsl METPOHOMA!

— ApredakTs! Kyotcs 3¢pupom, Ixpoc. CTOUT JIMIIb BO3KeE-
JaTh. JIuie cuilbHeHIMEe ClIOCOOHB! BOIUIOTUTH MPEJMET, OTpa-
KAIOLUMA UX CYTb, IIPOIYCTUB CBOIO SHEPIUIO YEpe3 KpUCTALI
spupa — acuckypa. Cnabpie xe BuropaioT noTia. Kpucramn
’Ka/IHO BBITATMBAET U3 HUX SHEPrulo, He BCTpevasi COpOTUBJIE-
HMA, U €ci 3(pupa B KUJIaX HE XBATUT, I(PUPHUT YMPET OT UC-
TOILEHUS.



['ma3 pe3ko 3aXJIOMHYICs, OCTaBUB Mocye cedsi (PUONETOBYIO
ObIMKY. Tes10 BHOBB CTaJI0 MOCIIyHIIHBIM, OLIEIIEHEHUE CIIAJIO.

«CTOUT JIMILIb BO3XKEJNIATD. ..» — IMPOHECIACh B IOJIOBE HaBsI3-
ynBasi Mbicib. Ho ee mepeOun xpyct BeTku. M3 neca BbImen
HEKTO B IUIALIE, YCESTHHOM PUCYHKamMu (PUOJIETOBBIX IJ1a3.

— IIpenatens Haitnen! bpatbs Mou, Bo ums B3opa Ero —
UCKOPEHUThb CKBEPHY! — MpOpeBeJ roioc U3 Yamiy.

DXpoc cpearpoBal paHbllle, YeM OCO3Hal 3Ty BHE3AIHYIO
yrposy. Terno, ele moMHUBIIIEE HOUHYIO OXOTY M CBUCT KapT, ca-
MO OpOCHIJIOCH B CTOPOHY. ApOanieTHBI OONT C CyXUM CTYKOM
BOH3WICA B IEPEBO TaM, IJie MFHOBEHME Ha3aj ObUla ero roso-
Ba. Kactyc u XpoH MOMEHTaJIbHO OKa3aJIiCh OOAlTb, 3ACThIB B
XUIIHOM OXUJIaHUH.

— Tocropuu nmuaep, KakoB OyAeT Baml mpuka3z? — roioc
XpoHa BHOpUPOBAJ, KaK COTHSI OE3yMHBIX METPOHOMOB, & €rO0
JBUXEHUSI CTAJIM PE3KUMM, AEpraHbIMU, MOJHBIMU MOJABIISAMOM
MOIIIY.

IXpoc BCKUHYJI rooBy. B ero rmaszax 6osblie He ObLIO cTpa-
Xa — JIMIIb XOJIOIHAS] PEIIMMOCTb BBIPBATh Y 9TOTO MHpa CBOIO
Tiary.



— Hauymnaewm 1moy! — BBIKPUKHYJI OH, YyBCTBY#, KaK ME/b B
KWJIAX HAYMHAET IPEThCA.

[loka KyJbTUCTBI BCKUABIBAJIM OPYKHUE, DXPOC PBAHYJICS MPSi-
MO B T'yIIly BparoB, He 3a0bIB Ha OEro MPUXBATUTh 3AKUIAIOIIAN
YalHUK. B cienyronmii ke MOMEHT OH BBIXBATWJI U3 BO3/yXa Ia-
py KapThl, octaBjieHHble KacTycom «Ha ynady», U HammTaa MX
cBouM 3cprpom. Kapthl BeribIxHY M (hHOTETOBOM TBIMKOM ¢ Oar-
POBBIMU ITPOCBETAMU, TOTOBBIE PE3ATh BPAKECKYIO TUIOTb.

OnIHMM yIa4uHBIM ITUPOKUM B3MAaXOM OH COUJT IPHIIEN BTOPO-
My apOayieTYMKy U 3alyCTHII B HErO 3aKOMUeHHbIN cocy. Tsike-
JIBIA YallHWK TOMa KYJIBTUCTY TIPSIMO B TOJIOBY, 3aCTaBUB TOTO
B3BBITH OT Oonu. He Tepsisi BpeMeHu, DXpoc MOIOCHYI OIITapeH-
HOCY Bpary ropso. Bropoii kaptoit Dxpoc 3a0I0KMpOBa BT/
KOTIEHINMKA U MOApe3al eMy HOTU.

— XpoH, ka1 Moerd KoMaHApbl! JIMmmm ux KoMaHAOBaHHUS !
Kacryc, kapThl MHE! — yBepeHHO BCKPUKHYJ DXpoc, B30OUpasiCh
MO0 KapTOYHOM JIECTHUIIE.

B oauH phIBOK OH OKa3ajics MO3a/4d PACTEPSHHOTO TJiaBapsl.
Ero pyku 3aMKOM CKaJlMCh Ha 1ee KyJIbTUCTA, JIUIIAas BO3ZMOX-

HOCTHU O€XaTh.

— Celuac BBUIETUT NITUYKA! — SPOCTHO BBIKPUKHYJ DXPOC.



XpoH cpearrpoBaJl MIHOBEHHO: €ro Maiblid udeponar
ycrpemwics K nieni. CyXod OnTyHIMTENIbHBIA XPYCT pedep riia-
Bapsi 9XoM paszHeccs no nossiHe. Kynpruct 3axyiebnysncs 6ypis-
UM OT KPOBH KPUKOM U PYXHYJT Ha 3eMJTIO, TPUIABJICHHBIN Be-
COM 3(PUPHOTO LIUTA.

BckuHyB mapy KapT B BO3[yX, DXPOC 3aMeTWII, KaK OJUH U3
KOMNEWIIUKOB 3aHOCUT Opyskue 3a ciiuHoi Kacryca. Bcem HyTpom
OH XOTeJI, YTOOBI Oe3yMHBIN (DOKYCHUK ITOUyBCTBOBAJI TO KE, UTO
Y OH caMm, Korja ObLT «J00bIueii». Ho 3Ta MBICIb cpasy Xke OTCTy-
N1Jia, OCTAaBUB MECTE JIMIIIb XOJIOJHOCTH.

— Kacr, c3agu! — 3akpuyan Ixpoc, Ha oTMaIlb 00pyIUBAast
KapThl HA KOTIEUIIIHKA.

Koribe, rotoBo€ UCOATUIIKA BOH3UTHCS B CIIMHY (DOKYCHUKA,
BBINAJIO U3 pyK. PaHaTUK Jake He ycresl HUYEero MOHATh, Kak
B Ty e MuHyTy KacTtyc pacnosnocoBan ero aecsiTkamul KapT, He
OCTaBJIsIg Ha TeJIe )KUBOrO MECTA.

— bnarogapio, rocnonuH! Bel NpUKpbuUId MHE CIIUHY, — pa-
JIOCTHO OTO3BaJICsl (DOKYCHUK.

Boitl koHumMIICA TaK ke ObICTPO, Kak 1 Havascs. Cpeau 3aTux-
IMX TeJl DXpoc 3ameTwn ABukeHue. [locneqHuil BBLKUBIINNA,



Jei maiy ObUT U30PBAH B KJIOUBS, MTBITAJICS OTIIO3TU, OCTABIISIS
Ha TpaBe MeJHblil ciesl. Ero Jmno npeBpatiioch B MECHBO U3
CCaJlvH, MOPE30B U 3alleKIIeNcsl KPOBH, a B IJ1a3ax 3aCTbUI KU-
BOTHBIN yXkac.

— Tl'ocnionun, K yemy 3ta MeayMTeabHOCTL? — Kacryc Tear-
PaJIbHO MPUIIOAHST OPOBb, MOUT'PHIBAsI OKPOBABJIEHHOM KAPTOM.
— XOTUTE PacTAHYTh (PUHAI U HACJIAAUTBCS KakI0U CEKYHI0U
3TOrO IOy ?

IXpoc He OTBEeTWI. Pe3KMM pBHIBKOM OH COKpATWJI TUCTaH-
M0, crped KyJIbTHCTA 32 IMUBOPOT U B3/IEPHYJI BBEpX, CTaBs HA
Horu. ['py0o cxBaTuB ero 3a morOOPOIOK, OH 3aCTaBUI BE3yHUH-
KOB CMOTpeTh cebe B IJ1a3a.

— Chymaii MeHsl BHUMATeJTbHO, (paHaTHK, — Tojoc Dxpoca
ObLT CYyXMM M XOJIOJJHBIM, KaK TPECK JioMaromierocs jpaa. — 51
maxy Te0s1. Ho Tobko aj1s Toro, 9ro0sl Thl Miepeial Xpamy Ofi-
HO COOOIIIEHNE: CKOIBKO OBl OTPSIIOB He OBLIO TIOCJIAHO, BCE OHU
OymyT pasrpomiieHbl. OCTaBbTe HAC B ITOKOE.

OH pa3:xaJl XBaTKy U KYyJIbTHUCT, €/1Ba KOCHYBIINCh 3€MJIH, CO-
pBajics ¢ Mecta. bemonara Myaiicsi CKBO3b varly, He pa3oupas
aoporu, OyATO CMepTh JbIIIaia eMY B 3aThUIOK.

— Jlep3ko, rocnionuH Juaep! — Kacrtyc pacruibuicst B IMpo-
KOW MICKpEHHEH YJbIOKe, B KOTOpOW OOJbIle HE OCTaOCh TEHH



npeHeOpexenuss. — C KakJoi MUHYTOH Ballle MpeCcCTaBIeHre
CTAHOBUTCS BCE 3aXBaThIBAIOLIICE.

— D101 O60IHEel MBI JIUIIIb TTOKa3aJIi CBOI0 CEPbE3HYI0 Orac-
HOCTb JJISI KYJIbTa, — XOJIOAHO KOHCTaTHPOBaJ X POH, IPOBOKAS
Oerena B3IJISI0M MYJIbCUPYIONHX 3Be3/1. — KynabT He ocTaBuT
Hac, oH nonwter Kapareneii Ha 3a4MCTKY.

[locnennuie cnoBa 4acoBILMKA MPO3BYYall CIIOBHO CYIEHCKUI
MOJIOT B IyCTOM 3aJie, pa3Kurasi B yTHUKE MaJICHbKUI OTOHEK
cTpaxa.

DXpOCy OTYAsSIHHO XOTEJIOCh TUIIMHBI. «YUTO HU I1aBa MOei
ucTopud — TO OOW WM YTO-TO TIOXYXKe», — TOPbKO IMPOHEC-
JIOCh B MBICJIsIX. MoOJT4a mapeHb HarpaBuJICs CMbIBaTh KPOBb, MO-
Ka CIYTHUKHU CKPBIBAJIMCh B ILIATPE.

Jlopora ckBO3b Jiec, K py4blo Obljia HANIOJIHEHA TUXOU 3I000H.
MecTo Juisi yMBIBaHUSI OH MPUMETHJI €Ille BO BPEMsl «OXOThI»,
KOTJIa BOJICI0 pPOKa e/IBa He PyXHyJ B oBpar. Tam, 3a cTeHoH Jie-
PEBbEB, TpATAJIACh IPUPOIHAS Yallla C ro;yooBaToi, ciadbo cBe-
TAIIEUCA BOJOU. DXPOCY XOTEIOCh HE IIPOCTO YMBITHCS M CMBITh
KPOBb — €My HYXHO ObLIIO 3a0BbIThCSI, CMBITh C CeOs1 JIMIIKUE 00-
pasbl HOUHOTO YHWIKEHHUSI.

COpocuB pBaHyl0 Ope3eHTOBYIO KYPTKYy M OOTWHKHU, OH Iie-



JIMKOM OKYHYJICSI B 3aBOfib. Bosia okazanachk nensiHoit. OOxura-
IOIIMKA XOJIO MTHOBEHHO MPOIIWII TENO, B YHIAX 3aJI0KUAJIO OT
napyieHus. JKUIKOCTh ObLIa CTPAHHOM, CJIerKa CKJIM3KOM, a Ha
JTHE, TTIOKAYMBAasICh, PACITyCKAJIUCh CUHUE cBeTsiumecs 1iBeThl. Ha
pa3yM HACTYNWJIO CTpaHHOe obyeryenue. MBICIM O My4UTe b-
HOW CMEpPTH OTCTYIWJIM, CMEHUBILIUCH 3BEHSIIINUM CIIOKOWCTBU-
eM. Mep B BeHaX HayaJia MeJJIEHHO [TPOrpeBarbcsi, He AaBasi Te-
JIy 3aMep3HYyTb, & O3€PHasi CJM3b MPUATHO MOIIUIIBIBAJIA PAHBI,
3QKUBJISISA U3 NIPAMO uepe3 3PUPHYI0 KOPKY. «CTOUT JIMIIb BO3-
JKeJaTh. ..» — BHOBb JJOHECJIOCh U3 CAMBIX TTyOUH CO3HAHUSI.

BeiOpaBivics Ha Oeper, DXpoc 3aMep, MOPaXeHHBIN CTpaH-
HBIM 3penuitieM. Ero meHast KpoBb, MomnaBiiiasi B 3aBO/Ib, HE pac-
TBOpsLIACh M HE Oceania Ha AHO. HanmpoTus — oHa mysibcupoBa-
JIa Ha cCaMO¥ IOBEPXHOCTH, COOMPAsICh B )KUBBIE KOJIbIIA, KOTOPHIE
MEJICHHO CXOAWJIUCh K IeHTpy OacceiiHa. CJIIOBHO HE3pUMBIN
MAarHWT TSHYJ UX B Ty TOUKY, I/ie KOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIACh HEOOBSIC-
HUMasl SHeprusi.

DXpOC MPUCMOTPEJICS: B CAMOM LICHTpPE IMyJIbcalivst Oblila Ha-
CTOJIbKO CHJIBHOM, YTO BOJIA IIUIA YaCTOW MENKOU psiObio, OyaTo
TaMm, B IIyOuHe, 9T0-TO jbiano. OH CHOBa HBIpHYI. BHU3Y, B
NPU3PaAvHOM MapeBe HEOHOBBIX I[BETOB U YTOJILHO-YEPHOTO TeC-
Ka, pa3ropajgoch MHOE, XMIITHOE CBEYEHHE.

[Mapens ycrpemuics ko aHy. UeM riryOxe OH OIycKajcs, TeM



OTYETJIMBEE BUJIET «MEPTBYIO 30HY»: HECKOJIBKO MJICAJIbHO POB-
HBIX KOHIIEHTPUUYECKHX KPYrOB U3 YEPHOTO Necka. BHyTpu aTux
KOJIEI] He POCJIO HU €JUHON TPAaBUHKH, HE ObLJIO HU OJHOTO CBe-
TAIIErocs 1[BETKa — JIMIIb ToJ1asi, BBUKKEHHAs MyCTOTa JHA.

B camom nieHTpe 3THX KpyroB nokowsics oH. Kpucrani Osu1
HENPaBUIbHOW PBAHOW (POPMBI, CJIOBHO 3aCTBIBUIMM OCKOJIOK
rpo3zoBoro HeGa. PHOETOBBIE IPaHU MPOpPE3aIn KPyIHBIE Jla-
TYHHBIE XWJIbl, @ B CAMOM ITyOMHE KaMHs MepesuBaIach rycras
BsA3Kas TbMa. «DPUCKYP», — I'YIKUM 9XOM OTO3BAJIOCh B CO3HA-
HUM, KOTJa Najblibl KOCHYJIUCh KPUCTAJLIA.

DXpOoC MEpPTBOIl XBaTKOW BLIETIWJICS B KaMEHb M PBaHYJICS
BBepX. OH TsKeso BhIOpaics: Ha Oeper, CKMMasi B KyJIake IMyJib-
CHpYIOIIHIA X051071 3pUCKypa — CBOIO OyayInyto cuiy. Boma cre-
KaJia C ero Tejla MeJHbIMU CTPYSIMH, HO OH HE YyBCTBOBAJ XOJIO-
Jla — JIAIIb IUKOE, IepBOOBITHOE TOPkecTBO. CTOUIIO eMy Ory-
CTUTBHCSI HAa KOJIEHH, YTOOBI TIEPEBECTH IyX, KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO
nepell HUM BHOBb IOLUIO psiOblo. Bo3ayx crycruics, 3amaxiio
O30HOM U CTapo Me[Ibl0, U HaJl KPOMKOW BOJbl MEJUIEHHO, C Jie-
JEHSIIUM Tynry Oe3pasnuuueM, pacnaxuyics DgupHbii [as.
Ero 3pauok, 6e3710HHbII 1 OECKOHEUHBIH, 3a(PUKCUPOBAJICS TIPSI-
MO Ha JIMLE DXpoca.

— Thl Hallen ero, — roJoc B roji0Be 3a3By4all THIIE, BKpal-
JrBee, B HEM CIIBIIIAJICS POKOT Jiasiekoi Oypu. — Ho kpucrasmn



— JMIs Mateprait. TBOM CHJTa M BOJISI — BOT KY3HEIIbI, YTO BbI-
KyIoT TeOe apredakr.

SXPOC 3aMEp, HE CMEA MMOIICBEJINTHCA. Barisag I'naza ITpoIu-
BaJI €ro HACKBO3b, BLITATMBAA HAPYKY BCC 3aTACHHLIC O6I/I,IIbI u
rope€usb MoCaeaHUX 4aCoB.

— TebOs TpaBUIM Kak 3Bepsi, — MPOAOJIKAT TOJIOC, U B Kak-
JIOM CJIOBE CKBO3WJI Iy pMaHSIIHi si11. — TeOs 3acTaBisuiv moj-
3aTh B TPSA3U M MOJIUTH O Tomase. Te, KTo Ha3hiBaloT ce0sl TBOM-
MU CITy THUKAMM, JIMIIIb KA MOMEHTA, KOT/IA Thl CJIOMAEIbCSI.
Xouellb JIM Thl OCTABUTh 3TO Oe3 OTBETA?

DXPOC HEBOJIBHO Cxall KyJak. OcTpsle rpaHu 3(pUcKypa BIU-
JIMCh B JIAJIOHb, OKPACUB KPUCTAJUI MEJIBIO.

— I'psiaet HOBast HOUb, — CJ1aIOCTHO TpoientTan [as3, u ero
3pavoK PacHIMPUJICS, 3aTONHsIsI COOO Bce BujieHne. — Haunu
ke cBolo urpy. IlepeBepHr MOHETY UX TOpP)KECTBA Ha OOpaTHYIO
cropoHy. U mycTb OXOTHHKM caMU y3HAIOT BKyc crpaxa. Oto-
MctH, Dxpoc. [Tokaxku uMm, 4To ObIBaeT, KOr/a KkepTBa ooperaer
KJIBIKY. Tenepb OHM — 100BIYA B TBOUX PYKax.

[1a3 pe3ko CXJIOMHYJICS, OCTaBUB TOcIie ce0sl JIMIIb 3BOH B
yIax 1 ObICTPO paccesiioBIIYIOCs Ha BO3yXe (PHOJIETOBYIO TbIM-
Ky C KPaCHBIMH IPOCBETaMU. DXPOC MOAHAICA Ha HOrU. OH 110-



CMOTPEJT Ha KPUCTAJII: TCIIEPb JIATYHHBIC ’KWUJIbI BHYTPH HET'O CBE-
TUJIUCh APOCTHBIM, HC)IO6prM CBC€TOM, a HEKOrga MUpPHO Iiepe-
JIMBaBIAACA BHYTPU KaMHA TbMa ITPEBPATUIIACH B BUXPb.

— JloOblua B MOMX pyKaX, — OCKQJIMBIIUCH, CKa3all DXPOcC,
CWJIbHEE CKMMasl KYJIaK.

OH ckonb3HYN K Jarepio OecuryMHO# TeHblo. Koctep moutu
IIPOropeJ, MPEBPATUBIIKCH B POCCHITb OArpOBBIX €J1e CBETSIINX
yIJIeM, HAIOMUHAINIUX 3aTyXalolye I71a3a 3seps. B marpe 3a-
mMepau Kactyc u XpoH; ux JpixaHue ObUIO CJIMIIIKOM MEpPHBIM,
CITUIIIKOM KOHTPOJIUPYEMbIM — TaK CHSAT XUIIIHUKU, TOTOBBIE K
NPLDKKY B 000N MUr. CKpbIB MyIbCUPYIONIHIA (UCKYDP O
JIOXMOTBSIMU KYPTKH, DXpPOC YIIEI B CaMylo T'YCTYl0 TEMEHb Y
Kpasi osisiHbel. OH yras Ha KOJIEHW U, CTUCHYB 3yObl OT IIPEABKY-
HIeHus1 60U, MPOITYCTUIT MEPBBIA UMITYJIbC 3upa yepe3 Kpu-
CTaJlIL.

PeanbHOCTH BOKPYT HajjioMuiach. ThMa jieca pa3Bepsiiach, U
B BO3/IyX€, CJIOBHO pBaHbIe MPOPEe3U B TKAHU MPOCTPAHCTBA, CTa-
JIM OTKPBIBATHCS IECATKU 3(PUPHBIX 11a3. OHU OKPYKUIU DXPO-
ca *KMBbIM MEPLAIOITUM KYTIOJIOM, OTCEeKasi €0 OT BHEITHErO MU-
pa. Kaxpiii 3payok ObUT MPUKOBAH K HEMY, CO3JaBasi TUIIUHY
CTOJIb a0COJTIOTHYIO, YTO B HEM OTYETVIMBO CIIBIIIAJICS JIUIIH Oe-
IIEHBIH, 3arHAHHBIN CTYK €ro COOCTBEHHOro cepmia. B 1eHTpe
9TOrO IJ1a3HOTO KOKOHA, MPSMO Mepell JIMIIOM DXpoca, pacrax-



HYJIOCH OTpOMHOe Oypoe oko. CTOUJIO UX B3MJIsIJaM Niepecedbcs,
Kak Cco3HaHue Dxpoca OyATO BHIPBAJIO U3 TeNa.

Ero Hakpsblia yaynuimBasi 6emm3Ha. DXpoc BUje]I MUp Iy1a3a-
MU Me3seisi, CToAIIEero 3a OpOHMPOBAHHBIM CTEKJIOM HaOJIIo/1a-
TesbHOrO 1octa. [1o Ty cTopoHy, B CTEpHIIBHOM OOKCe, ero oTell
— IJIaBHBIM YYEHbIN NIEPBOU IKCIEAUIIMN — METOJUYHO BCKPBbI-
BaJl BEHBl OUepeJHOMY «00pasity». [ToONbITHBINA XpUIIENT, ero
TaJTbIBI CKPeOJIM TI0 METaJUTy CTOJIa, HO OTell Jae He CMOTpel
CBOEM KEePTBE B JIMIO. Ero MHTEpecOBAIM JIUIIIb MOKA3aTeM Ha
MOHMTOpPAaxX, pe3y/IbTaT SKCIEPUMEHTA U, KaK Ka3ajJoCh MOJIOJO-
MYy YYEHOMY — aroHMsi OJOIBITHOTO.

— CMOTpH BHUMATENIbHEE, CbIH, — Pa3/1aJiCsl B MaMSITU r0JI0C
OTIIa, CYXOW U JIMIIIEHHBIN KaJ0CThu. — Mup — 310 mactrowuiie.
EcTb Te, KTO poxJeH ObITh XepPTBOM, U T€, KTO POXk/JIeH YOUBaTh
ux. ['ymMaHHOCTb — 3TO JUIIIb CKa3Ka Jyisl OBell, YTOOBl OHU HE
paz0erasnmch, MoKa BOJIKM BRIOMPAIOT, KTO TIOMET Ha yOOH cero-
JTHS.

Me3senb cMOTpes Ha CBOM PYKM — JIJTMHHBIE TOHKHE MaJib-
1161 OYyIIIEro TBOPLIA, KOTOPBIE TTOKA e111e TOJIBKO CKUMAJH Kpait
nyabTa. BHyTpH Oynyiiero HamecTHHKa AOCKypryMa 3aKkumasia
HE MPOCTO HEHABUCTh, a ITyOokoe oTBpanienue. OH BUEN, Kak
TH «BOJIKW» B OEJIbIX XaJlaTaX YIIMBAIOTCS CBOSH CHIIOM, CUMTAs
caboCTh IPYruX OMpaBAaHUEM TS JIIOObIX 3BepcTB. [liist HUX



BEPXHUI MUP ObUT UJICTBHOU (hEPMOIA, T/Ie CTPax CITYKHUJI JIyd-
1iel Orpagou.

«Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe cedst BOJIKaMu? — XOJI0/iHasl MbICTb Me3ens
pe3aHysa cozHaHue Dxpoca. — Her. Bbl IpocTo CTEpBATHUKY,
MYPYIOIIKE HA TEX, KTO HE MOXKET AaTh BaM OTIop. Bel co3namu
MUP, TJ€ KJIBIKK — €MHCTBEHHBI MPOMYCK K KU3HU. YTO K...
€CJIM 3TOT MUP NIOHMMAET TOJIBKO S3bIK XMIIIHUKOB, 51 CTaHY Ca-
MBIM CTPAIIHBIM U3 HUX. Sl 0OpeTy Takue KJIbIKH, OT OIHOTO BH-
Jla KOTOPBIX Ballly CTau OyAyT CKYJIUTh B yxkace. YToObl criactu
CTaJ10, HY’KHO HE MTPOCUTh BOJIKOB O MUJIOCEPAUMN — HYKHO BbI-
pBaTh UM KJIBIKA KUBbEM»

DXpOC 4yBCTBOBAJL, Kak 3Ta (pUI0COPUS «CIPABETUBOTO TH-
paHa» MpOIIKUBAET ero HaCKBO3b. Me3esb He XOTeJl ObITh OBIIO 1
HE XOTeJT OBITh TAKUM «BOJIKOM», Kak ero otell. OH pelIm CTaTh
MacTyXxOM, KOTOPBI JIEPKUT B PyKax KaJeHOE keJie30, FOTOBbIN
BBIKEUb JIIOOYIO 3apa3y paau OyayIlero CrOKOMCTBUS TeX, KTO
cna6. Kaxas cynopora moJonbITHOTO 3a CTEKJIOM OT/IaBasiach B
Mesene TaxesbIM, TYIKUM yIapoM — TaK B Ky3HHMLIE €0 I1yIlu
BBIKOBBIBAJIACH BOJISI K a0COMIOTHOMY ITPABJICHUIO.

Dra BOJIs, ellle MrHOBEHMe Ha3a ] ObIBIIAS JIMIITL UCK PO Tpa-
BE/IHOTO T'HEBA, BAPYr oOpena JesHylo ToTHOCTb. [IpocTpan-
CTBO Mepes Ia3aMu DXpoca MOAEPHYJIOCh MAPEBOM, U TsIKe-
JIBIA CKYJIEXK MOAPIIBITHOTO CMEHUJICS] TPOH3UTEbHBIM MEXaHU-



YEeCKHUM MMMCKOM MEUIIMHCKON anmapaTypsl. MBICIIb O «KaJIeHOM
KeJe3e» MaTepualin30BaIack: Terepb Mesesb He TPOCTO HaOIo-
JlaJ1 — OH JICVCTBOBAJL.

OTBpailieHre K OTIy-Najadyy BBITOJKHYJIO €ro U3 OLETIeHe-
Hus. TuimHa HaOMoIaTeIbHOTO NOCTa B30PBaIach 3BOHOM pas-
outoro crekia. Mesesb OoJbllie He ObLT 3pUTeieM B 9TOM Teat-
p€ ’KECTOKOCTH; OH PEeIJI caM IepenucaTh CLeHapuil, BbIPBaB
y «BOJIKOB» MX IJIaBHOe cokpoBwiie. CTepuibHast 6enr3Ha Ja-
6oparopuy 3aIMIaCh TPEBOKHBIM KPACHBIM CBETOM cupeH. Mo-
JIONIOM YUEHBI CTOsUT niepe]l pa3OMThIM cerpoM, cxkUMasi B pyKe
MHBEKTOP C HECTAOUJIbHBIM, NEPETMBAIOIIMMCS UCCUHSA-YEPHBIM
COCTaBOM — CBIBOPOTKOM, KOTOPYIO €r0 OTeLl BBKUMAJI U3 COTEH
KU3HEU.

Mup mnyiabcUpoBaJl B pUTME 3aXJIeObIBAIOIIETOCs Cepalia.
DXpoc 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK MoJ] Koxkel Meselis 3aKumaeT He IPOCTO
CHJIa, a pacKaJeHHbIN CBUHel HeHaBUCTH. Urya Boluia B BeHy ¢
TUXUM CyXUM XpycTom. CeKyH/1a TUIIIMHBI — U PeaibHOCTh pac-
KoJiosiachk. Me3esnb ynaj Ha 1oJl, BHITHYJICS IyTOi, ero KpHK Ie-
pepoc B YJIbTPa3BYKOBOH Apedesr, OT KOTOPOTO JIOMAJIMCH KOJObI
¥ MOHUTOPBI, OCBITIasI MOJT OCTPHIMU OCKOJIKaMu. YesoBedeckas
KPOBb BHYTPHY HETO KHIesa, BEIKUrasl COCYAbl yTPOOHBIM TYJIOM
npeBpaniasich B )KUBYIO Me/lb.

— Cp! IIpekpatu! I10... 3TO COOCTBEHHOCTH JTAOOPATOPHH |



— l'onoc ot11a, cTOAIIErOo 32 MYJIBTOM, APOKAJT OT XKAJAHOCTH, Te-
PEKPBIBAIOIIEH €TI0 CTPax.

Me3senb MCAJICHHO IIOOHAJICA. Ero JIBWOKECHHA CTAaJIM JIOMa-
HBIMH, CBEPXBECTCCTBCHHO 6bICprIMI/I. B3FJIHII 3aJIMTBIX MEIbIO
a3, JIMIICHHLIX PadyKEK, BIIWICA B CTapUKa.

— Tsl yuus MeHs1, OTell, YTO CUJIbHBIE elIAAT CIa0bIX, — roJIoc
Me3ens Terepb HAMOMUHAJ CKPEXeT MeTajuia 1Mo MeTajury. —
Cnacu6o 3a ypok. S yCBOWJI €ro CIUIITKOM XOPOIIIO.

PriBok. PaccrosiHue B gecsitb MeTpoB Me3elb Ipeojionen 3a
MTHOBEHHUE, TIPEBPATUBIINCh B Pa3MBITYI0 TeHb. [Ipexje yem
OTell ycres BCKpUKHYTh, Me3elTh BIeITUIICS MaJIbIIaMU B ero T1Ie-
YK |, TIO/IABIINCH BIIEPE]], C BIKHBIM XPYCTOM 3yOaMu BITUJICS
€My B TOpJIO, BBIPBIBAsi KYCOK TUIOTH. XJIBIHYJI (DOHTaH TOpsiuei
SIPKO-KPacHOM KpoBH, 3asiiBasi uio [lepBoro DdupHura u ero
Hekorjia Oenyo 1adopartopayo pody. Me3elb BBITUTIOHYJT KYCOK
TUIOTH TPSIMO N0 HOTY YMHPAIOIIEMY POAUTEIIO ¥ OTITYCTHII 00-
MSIKIIIee TeJO, TS/, KaK TOT 3aKUMaeT paHy, U3 KOTOPOW BMe-
CTE C )KU3HBIO YXOIUT ero ObLiast BJIACTb.
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