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JIHMIIIE — MecTO, TAe OMH YEJIOBEK 3aJI€T Ha JHO 1 TIOBEN 32 COOOM IPYTHX,
YKpBIBasi X OT EeCTOKOW peaslbHOCTH M3BHe. Ho M3 BO3BeIEHHOrO 3a0BITOrO

pasi OHO TIPEBPATUIIOCH B TIIYOOKYIO SIMY, TJI€ IIOYTH He Pa3IIsAeTh COTHIA;

Y COBPEMEHHbIE TTIOTOMKH JaXe HE 3aMeYaloT, Kak CXOIAT C yma, IPoAosIKasi
MOKJIOHSITHCSI IEPEBEHCKOMY CTapocCTe 3a ero Beaukonyive. Kens [ opeMbIkuH,
YYEeHHK MECTHOM IIIKOJIbI, TPEObIBACT B COMHEHHUAX OTHOCUTEIHHO HAITMCAaHHON
UCTOpUHU OJIarOuecTUBBIX JAepeBeHIIH. OH He BEPUT, UTO JTION HE 3aMevaioT
THeTyIen arMocgepbl, OKYTHIBAOIIEN BCIO IEPEBHIO, a TAKKEe MOTYAIMBBIX TEHEU C
TOPAIIMMU IJIa3aMH, MEJTbKAIOIIMUX B TEMHBIX yIJIaX.
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Jaumre

I'maBa 1

EBa Bepmmop [e-Paib.
ABTOp
Huuiue.

HpIM.

A B rosioBe OIuH AypMaH,
Bce nokpbiTo JpIMOM.
C1oBHO, 51 U1y B TyMaH
U we BUgHO HMYeETO,
bynro BCE u ectb HUYTO.

Tak u ectb, 4TO MpoIIoe
U uaro ceituac,

Bc€ nokpeIiTo I6IMOM.
MHe crpalliHo OT TOro.

U kyna 0wl s He 1A,

XoThb BIiepe/1, 1a XOTh Ha3a/,

Her, uu nipoGiiecka cBeuu, (poHapst WK 3apH,
Bce oavH HUYTOXHBIN JBIM.

© EBa [le-®anb» Bepmop, 2023. «3anmcku Karepunsl.»
®pugpux Hume. Mo Ty cropony nodpa u 371a. — 1886r.

«KTo0 CpaxkacTCd ¢ 4yaOoBUIIaMU, TOMY CJIICAYET OCTEpErarbC4d, YTOOBI CaMOMY IIpAU 3TOM HE
CTaThb YyJOBUIIICM. M ecnm THI goaro CMOTpHUIlIb B 663IIHy, TO 663IIH21 TOXE CMOTpPUT B TEOA.»

HHuine

I'mapa 1

Tam, rme Boga CTOHT.

Ha ceropnsimnmii geHs nepeByllika Moj Ha3BaHueM [IHUIIE BIOJHE OMpaBAbIBAET CBOE MMSI.
Ona cripsitasiach B caMO# [JTyIIIY, B Yallle jieca, a MOXeT, U IIIy0:ke — Tak JajieKo OT AOPOT U JIIOeH,
YTO JIa)Ke MTHUIIBI, 3aJIETEBIINE CIo[Ia CTy4ailHO, TOPOMUINCH YOpaThcsi BOcBOsich. Bo3yx 31ech Obul
CMIEPTHIM, MAXJIO THUJIBIO U 3acTapesiol O0Ne3HbI0; JoMa BPOCIM B 3€MIII0, KaK TPUOBI-TIOraHKH, a
JHONY JIBUTAJIUCh MeJUIEHHO, OYITO TpeojiojieBasi conpoTuBieHue Bomabl. Korma-to, Bripouem, BcE
OBLIIO MHAYE.

MHoro neT Ha3aj Ciofa, B caMylo IIyXOMaHb, cOeXall OT COOCTBEHHOTO HAaCJeAWsl KHKUY
Muxann PoctucnaBoBiy Jlykaebiii. OH ObUT CTPaHHBIM MOHAPXOM: I0OPBIM JIO TIIYTIOCTH, PAHUMBIM
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0 CMEHIHOI'O. I[BOpHOBLIe WHTPUTI'M HABOAWJIM HA HETO TOCKY, a IIPUABOPHLIC Ka3aJIUCh 3JIbIMU, PaC-
YETIMBBIMU U IBYTMYHBIMH. BCE, 4ero oH XoTes, — 3TO MPOCTOM JKU3HU, ¥ OTOMY Oeskall Ha ceBep,
TMO/IAJIBIIIEe OT CTOJIMYHOTO OJiecKa.

B Cankr-IlerepOypre y Hero ocranach ryjsiias MaTyIiKa v TAKOU ke Ty MM Opar.
C camoro poxaeHus oTell B3sul Muxaua 1oji CBO€ Kpbljio, BOCIUTHIBAS €ro Kak Oy/lyIlero BOEHHOTo
Y TOCY/IapCTBEHHOTO JIesITelIs, JOCTOMHOrO HOCUTB TUTYJ KHsA3s. MaryIke 3arpeieHo ObuIo Clocio-
KaTb CO CTapIInM, MI09TOMY BCIO CBOIO JII0OOBb OHA MOfIApHJIa MJIAJIIEMY ChIHY — AJIEKCaHIpY, U
TOT, B CBOIO O4YE€PE€Ab, BBIPOC U3HEKCHHBIM 1 M30a7I0BaHHBIM.

Poctucnas nonuman, 4to Maaiiero yxe He UCIpaBUTh, BeJlb B CBOU IIECTHAIIATh AJIEKCAH P
y’kKe UMeJl IypHYIO penyTaluio B BRICIIUX Kpyrax. OH He ObUT CIOCOOEH BHITIOJTHUTH JIAXKe MYCTAKO-
BOE MMOpYyYEHHUe, He TIONaB B MPUKJIIOUEHHSI U HE TTPOUTPAB KPYIJIEHbKYI0 CyMMY B a3apTHbIE UTPHI.
Kak-T1o0, pa3 PoctuciaB Besesn CbiHy TOCETUTh BOGHHBIN TJ1all U OIIEHUTh HOBOE CHAPSIKEHUE — TaK
AJekcaHIp yMYJIpUJICS CIIOUTh Cpejib OeJIoro THS BeCh JIMYHBIA cOCTaB. Muxaua e OH BhHIPACTHII
C OrPOMHBIM YYBCTBOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH W JIOJITa, TIOSTOMY OBbLJT YBEpEeH, UTO CTAPIIUI ChIH BEp-
HETCs, Koraa octbiHeT. OH U He MoAo3peBal, YT0 Muxaus B 3TO BpeMsl MO-HACTOAIIEMY 3JIET Ha
JIHO, cKpeHHe 60sICh OBITh HANICHHBIM.

Ho u3Hb B 0IMHOUYECTBE OKa3aaach He TAKOM MPOCTOM, Kak OH MeuTall. [JoMa 3a Hero perasnm
BCE — KOTJIa €CTh, KOrJia CMaTh, JAaxe Korjga AymMarb, — U Terepb JIyKaBblil TOHATHUSI HE UMEJ, YTO
Jenath ¢ 3Tor cBOOOAOM. Pa3BieyeHuil OH 3HAJ TOJBKO OJHO: Pa3 B MECSI] BLIOMPAJICS B COCEHUI
rOpOAHIIKO U HAITUBAJICS B MECTHOM Ka6aKC, CTapadAChb XOTb HEMHOTI'O ITOYYBCTBOBATb ce651 TaKH1M KE
CBOOOJIHBIM, KaK ero Opar.

B 1ot nenb kabak rymen. JIbiM OT IEMIEBBIX CBeYel 3acTWIIAN IJ1a3a, Maxjio KUCIBIM MMBOM U
IpsA3HBIMU TeslaMu. JIyKaBbli MU MOJTYa, TS5 B CTEHY, [MOKa JIBepb HE PaclaxHyJach U B 3aJl HE
BJIETEJIA AEBYIIKA.

Omna HUYero He BUesa mepes coOoi: Oexaa cJIoMs ToJIoBY, IPUKUMAast K TPYIU OeJTblil KOMO-
yek. Komouek numan, u JlykaBblil pasriisjien KOTEHKa — KPOIIEYHOro, MepemyraHHoro, ¢ 0oNTar-
mievics ankou. JleByiika Bpe3aiach MpsiMO B HETO, e[1Ba He yIajia ¥ TOJIbKO TOT/a MOHsLIA TJia3a.

— IIpocture! Bol He ymmomucy?

Tonoc y He€ OblT 3BOHKUI, TIOUTH NITUYHI, U BCSI OHA ObUIa KaKasi-TO B3bEPOILICHHAs!, CTPEMU-
TesbHasi. CBeTble BOJIOCH! BHIOWIIUCH M3-TION IIJIaTKa, IEKU TOpesiu OT Oera, a B OrPOMHBIX CEphIX
1a3ax Iieckascs crpax. JlykaBblid 3aCMOTpeJIcs.

— Co MHOM BCE B MOpsIIKE, — OTBETWI OH, MOJHUMAsSICh. — A BOT Ballla KOIIKA, KaXeTcs,
rocTpajaana.

JleBy1ika B3ApOrHyJia, nepesesna B3IV Ha CBOIO HOIIY U TYT ke MoOJeaHea.

— Dr10 He Mos Komika. To ectb... 1 e€ ykpana. OHa ykpasa peidy, a s ykpana e€. ['ocrioma
['oBopnuBbIe Besienu e€ yTonuTh. — OHa TapaTopuiia Tak ObICTPO, UTO CJI0BA HAJIE3AJIU IPYT Ha IpYTa,
Y BJPYT OCEKJach, OCO3HAB, KOMY U 4TO roBoput. — [lporry Bac, He BbljaBaiiTe MeHsl, MHa4Ye Hac
YTOIISAT BMECTE.
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JlykaBblil mocMOTpen Ha He€ JoruM B3misAoM. EMy BIpyr crano odyeHs jierko u npocro. OH
CHSLJI C I1JI€Y CBOIO HAKUJIKY — JOPOT'yI0, 0apXaTHYI0, C CepeOPSIHBIM IIMThEM — 1 HAOPOCKIT AEBYIIIKE
HA TUICYH.

— Bor tak. Tenepp Bac HUKTO He yBUIUT. Murte.

JleBy1ika 3amepia, He B CHJIaX MMOBEPUTH. A ITOTOM YJIBIOHYJIACh — HIMPOKO, 3a0aBHO, HEMHOTO
HeJieno, — 1 'y JIykaBoro 4ro-To JporHyJsio B Ipyau.

— Bnaronaplo BacC, — IMpoHICTITa/Ia OHAa 1 UCYE3JIa 3a ABCPLIO.

C Toro AHs OH XOQWJI B TOPOJ Kaxbpiil AeHb. He 3ameuan 1oporu, He 4yBCTBOBAJ YCTAJIOCTH
— IPOCTO HIENT U IIEN Yepes vallly, HaJesChb CHOBAa yBUIETh €. MIHorna eMy Be3jio, MHOIJa HET, HO
MBICTTb 00 AHHE — TaK €€ 3Bajii, OH Y3HAJl y MECTHBIX, — I'PeJia €ro JIydlle BCIKOro OTHS.

W BOT OHAX /11, B OJIVH U3 Be4epoB, Koraa JIykaBblii o nmpuBbIYKe 3a0pén B Kadak, OH YBUIIEI,
KaK TOJICTBI KPACHOJMIIBIA MyX4nMHA ObET AHHY 1o jmiyy. OHa majana, mbITanach 3aKpbIThCS, a
OH OWJI CHOBAa M CHOBA, IMPUTOBAPHUBast YTO-TO O KPAIUIEHBIX KapTax W 4YyXOi BHHE. Muxau y3Hai
TOPOJHUYETO MO JIBICOMY CaJIbHOMY 3aThUIKY, KOTOPBII BEUHO MeJIbKaJl PsiioM ¢ AHHOM.

— Amnaronmmii! — okJMKHY JIyKaBblii, ¥ TOJIOC €ro mpo3By4Yal Tak, YTo B Kabake MIHOBEHHO
CTUXJIM BCE PAa3TrOBOPHI.

T'oBopnuBbIA 00EpHYJICA U, y3HAB ChIHA KHsI3s1 PocTuciasa, nmodmnenHer.
— Barmre BricouectBo! Kakumu cynpoamu?
— Yro THI IeNaeIiib ¢ STOU KEHIIUHOW ? — XOJIOAHO mpou3HEC JIyKaBblid, TOIXOAs OMxKe.

Amnaronmii 3amsiics, 3aMaxal pyKaMu, Hayajl YTo-To JIENeTaTb — MOJI, OHa BO BCEM BUHOBATa,
MOJI, BBl %€ HE 3HaeTe, YTo OHa HaTBopuJa... Ho Jlykaswiii ero He citymian. OH cMOTpen Ha AHHY: OHa
CTOsIa y CTEHBI, IPYKMMAas PyKy K pa3ouToit ry0e, U B I1a3ax e€ OblIM 3HAKOMblE €My CMUpPEHUe
U IIyCTOTA.

— Baiue BbicouecTBo, Kak 1aBHO BbI B ropoae? [louemy He npenynpenuiu? — cpocui AHa-
TOJIMI BHOBb, CTAPAsICh 3a00JTaTh KHKMYA U TEM CaMbIM U30ekKaTh POOJIeM.

— VI3BuHUTE MOIO TPYOOCTH, S IOHATHS HE UMEJT, 9TO JOJIKEH IMPEyPesk1aTh KOr0-TO O CBOEM
BU3UTE B TOpoJ], — He Oe3 capka3ma oTBeTu JIykaBblid, omapuB ['OBOPIMBOTrO MPUTBOPHOM YIBIOKOM.

— Ox, Hy, 4TO Bbl! ] HENPAaBUJILHO BBIPA3WJICS: MHE XOTEJIOCh CKa3aTh, YTO Mbl XOTEJH Mpe-
CTaTh MpeJi BaMU B JIy4llleM CBETE U IOKa3aTh BCE JOCTOMHCTBA MOCEJIEHNUS], @ TaK Mbl HE TOTOBHJIUCH
1, 6010Ch, HE ycrieeM 0OOUTH BCE IOCTONPUMEYATEIbHOCTH, — CTapaJicsl BRIKPYTUThCsI [ OBOPIMBBINA,
HE cepKUBasi IOPbIBOB HEPBHOIO CMEXa.

— He crout Tak nepexuBare: f I'yJsio IO 3TUM YJIULAM YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECALEB U 3a 3TO
BpeMs YCIIE] MHOTO€ IOBUJaTh. — Ero BBICOYECTBO CeJl 3a CTOJIMK HAITPOTUB AHATONNS, CKPECTUB
PYKHU ¥ MOJIOKUB HOTY Ha HOTY, OH JIOJIO YIEpKMBaJl 3PUTEbHBI KOHTAKT, JIOBSI KAkl KOCOW
B3MIs171 cobecetHuKa. OT pacTepssHHOCTH [ OBOPIIMBBIN TUTIOXHYJICS HA CTYJT, BBHIITUJI PIOMKY U 3aUKaJL.
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— CpIrpaem, — npousHéc Muxaui, He cBojs 11a3 ¢ AHHbL. — Ha Hee€.
— Ho... — 3auknyscs ['oBopiuBsIi.
— 9710 He mpockoA.

Kaptsl sternu Ha cron. JIykaBbiil UrpaJt IJI0X0, IIOYTH HAyTal, HO B TOT Beuep yaauya Oblia Ha ero
CTOpOHE — WJIU, MOXKET ObITh, CamMa Cyb0a permiia, YTo AHHA JI0KHA ObITh CBOOOAHA. [ OBOp/IMBBIA
MpoUrpa, JoAro OyOHUIT YTO-TO cebe MO HOC, HO OCIYIIAThCs He MOCMeT.

AHHa ynuia ¢ JIykaBbeIM B TOT K€ BeYep.

B TOT MOMEHT OH U MTOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BIIEPBBIE CAENAT COOCTBEHHBIN BHIOOP, KOTOPHIH, KaK
eMy Ka3aJioCh, ObLIT BEPHBIM.

‘Iepe3 IOJIro4a OHU ITOKEHUJINCh, HO ) KNU3Hb, OTOpBaHHaH OT UUBUWJIN3allU, OYECHb CKOpO HaCKy-
ywia AHHe. OHa MOCTOSIHHO I'PYCTMJIA 10 MPUCITYKHULAM B IoMe ['0BOpIMBBIX, C KOTOPHIMU TPH-
BBIKJIA JISJIUTH PAJIOCTH U Tiedasid. Muxaw ke ObUT JOBOJIEH MX YeJMHEHHeM, HO HaOJIo1aTh 32 TeM,
KaK TYCKHEeT CBET ero o4ei, OblJI0 HEBBIHOCHMO, TIOTOMY OH BBIKYMHJI y [ OBOpIIMBOTO YacTh Npu-
CITyTH, OTJAB 32 HUX CyMMY OoJibliie TojioxkeHHOW. Ho 32 omHUM HeyIoOCTBOM TOCIIEIOBATIO JIpyroe:
coziepXkarth Jiofer ObUIO HerJe, Belb OHM CaMM JKWJIA B HEOOJIBITION TeCHON M30YyIIIKe, OKPYKEHHOU
00JI0TOM.

Jltomy caMOCTOSITENTBHO CTaJIM BO3BOIWTH ce0e JoMa M3 KaMHeW U MAJIOK U BIIEpPBbIE BKYCHIIH
OIIYIIEHUE CBOEW COOCTBEHHOCTH, CBOOO/IB. BHauae OHM ObUTH pacTepsIHBI: MX TOCIIOIUH CaM I'OTO-
BUT cebe 1 y6I/IpaeT, HHUKaK HE BMEHINBAETCA B XKNU3Hb CBOUX INOAJaHHBIX. M nocrenenHo pa6bl rnepe-
CTaJIM YyBCTBOBATh ceds pabamMu, Korjna eQMHCTBEHHOW MX 3a00TOH cTaja 3a0oTa o cebe U cBoen
ceMbe.

Kak Ob1 Muxann HU kejajd OcTaBaThCcs Oe3y4YacTHBIM, STU JIIOAW HYXIATUCh B JIMIEpE, U,
KOHEYHO, TeM, 32 KeM OHHM CJIe/IOBaJIU, ObUT OH. B MaJieHbKOW JepeByIllke, BO3HUKIIICH BHE3AITHO,
KpecTbsiHe nogapuiv JIykaBoMy HENpOILEeHbId HOBBIM TUTYJI — CTapoCTa.

JHu1e pocio He Mo JHSM, a 0 Yacam, JOPOrd BO3HHMKAIM MPSIMO Ha I71a3ax, CEMbH IMOMOJ-
HSUJTUCh CIIMIIKOM 4acTo, U Muxausl He ycIiesl OIISIHYThCs, KaK YMCIIO €ro MovuTaresieil Bo3pociio,
a TpeOOBaHMS HEHACBITHOW EHbI POCIIM BMECTe C HUMHU. AHHE ObLJIO TECHO B CTEHaX MX M30YIIKH,
IPYCTHO OTTOTO, YTO JIEPEBYIIKA CTOsIA MO0, U OeAHOCTD e€ yapyydana. [lotomy, kenasi BUIETh
Ha JTIOOMMOM JIMIIE TOJIbKO YJIBIOKY, OH PUCKHYJI M BO3BEIN B IIEHTPE AEPEBHU LIEJIOE TIOMECThE.

KoneuHo, Takasi Tpara pecypcoB 1 U3BECTHE O Opake CTapIlero CbiHa He YCKOJIb3HYIM oT PocTu-
cnaBa JlykaBoro, 1 OH OPOCHJI BCE CHIIBI U JIOJEW Ha TIOMCKU JaJieKo 3a0myauBiierocst peoénka. C
ero CBSI3AMH U TPU HEOCTOPOXKHOCTH Muxania KHs3b 0e3 Tpyaa Bbimen Ha Juuie. OH ObUT TOTOB
MIPOCTUTH CBIHY HEOJOOPEHHBIN UM OpaK, TPaTy JIeHeT Ha KYUKY OeCroJIe3HBIX XOJIOTIOB — JIUIIIb Obl
TOT BEpPHYJICS IOMOA.

[NosiBUBIIKCH B IepeBHE Kak IpoOM cpeaiu sicHOro Heba, PocTucias neperyrain pacXxaKMBakoImx
0 yJIOYKaM XOJI0NoB. JIIoA¥ HACTOPOKEHHO MOMJISABIBAIN Ha CEIOr0 T'PO3HOTO MYXKUYMHY B BOEH-
HOM MYHJMpE, YBEPEHHO CUEBIIIETO B cejijie OeJIOCHEKHOM JIOIMIA I, a 32 HUM IIlJTa BEpEHHUIIA TAKUX
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K€ BEeJIMYECTBEHHBIX BOMHOB. MyXuMHa CMOTpEJT JIMIIh HA KOJIOHHBI TOTUYECKOTO 3aMKa U3 CEpOro
KaMH$1, OKPYKEHHOTO BBICOKMM 3a00pOM, U MBICIEHHO YCMEXaJICs, KaK HeJIero ObUIM pacTpavyeHbl
€ro JICHbI'U.

Uepe3s Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH YBHIE ABE MPUOHKAIOIIHECS (PUTYPBI, B OTHOW U3 KOTOPBIX Y3HAT
CBOEro chbiHa Muxaniia, a BeIOIasics 3a HUM jKeHCKast (PUrypKa ¢ HeOOJIBIITMM OKPYTJIUBIITMMCS JKUBO-
THUKOM, KaK OH JIOTaJaJiCsl, CKOpee BCero Obula ero HeBecTKor. EmMy ObLIO JIIOOOIBITHO, KaKkasl keH-
myHa, Oyay4r paObIHEeH, MOrJIa OKOJIJIOBATh €r0 ChIHA, HO, KOTJjda OHU BCTPETHJIHCH JIUIIOM K JIUILY,
PocrucnaBa HacTvrio riryookoe pazodapoBanue. JIMUMKO y JeBYIIKHA ObLJIO XUTPEHbKOE, caMa OHa
— TIpbITKas U OOMTIMBast, W, TSI/ HA He€, Ha sI3bIKe BCE BepTesioch: «3Hal cBOE Mecto». Ho To,
C KaKoW JIaCKOH MOomIsiibIBaI Ha He€ Muxau, 3actaisijio PocTuciiaBa ocTaBUTh CBOM MBICIIU TIPU
cebe. BHyTpu OH 00siyics, UTO 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET ChIH YCIIEJT CIIUIITKOM PAcCIaOUThCs, HO HEM3MEHHAs
TBEPAOCTH B Iazax Muxausia, Korja OH CMOTpeJI IPSIMO Ha OTIfa, ycroKanBasa KHs3sa. OH yoeaucs,
YTO B €r0 ChIHE OCTAJICS CTEPKEHb, KOTOPHIA HE IPOTHYTh KAKOH-TO JIIOOOBBIO.

My>X4MHBI CUAEIN B TOCTUHOM 1 OypaBIJIN APYT Ipyra B3IJISJaMH, CIOBHO BHICKA3bIBAIIH TTpe-
TeH31H 6e3 ciioB. Tonbko AHHYIIKA, TOYHO HAJIO€AIMBAs MOIIKa, JIeTeTana UM I0f yXO, paccKasbl-
Basi O IETCKOW KPOBATKE, KOTOPYIO OHU OXHUIAIOT U3 P paHIuu.

— BosBpainaiicss Jo0MO#, — HaKOHell HapyUIWJI TULIMHY KHS3b.

— 4 noma, — orpe3asn Muxaui.

AHHA HEPBHO 3acMeslach, AEprasg MyXka 32 PyKaB, U pa3Ipa)kE€HHO 3allleliTala eMy CKBO3b
3yOBI:

— Y0 3a epyHay TH Mesels? — OHa munana Myxka, Ipofokas yisl0aTbesl CBEKPY BO Bce
3y0bl. — KoHeuHo, Mbl O/KHBI BepHYThes B [letepOypr.

Muixaus pe3ko MoBepHYJICA K KeHe U BIIepBble HAXMYPUJICS Ha He€, a IOTOM aKKypaTHO yopai
e€ PyKy CO CBOEro Iuieua. AHHA yIMBJIEHHO 3aXJIONajia Ia3kaMy ¥ BHOBb OOBHJIA PYKY CyIpyra, HO
yKe ropa3io HexxHee, U JIACKOBO 3aIeJa:

— ThI e caM TOBOPHJI MHE, UTO, KpoMe TeOs, OTel] He IOBepseT HUKOMY, TaK K 4eMy TIO/IpbI-
BaTh ero jioepre? — OHa MOJIOKMIA OCTPBIN MOAOOPOIOUEK HA TUIEUO MYXKa M YTKHYJIACh HOCOM
eMy B IIEKY, 0T4ero Muxawm yIblOHYJICS U IPUKPBLT T71a3a.

— KxM... KXM... — JIe/IMKaTHO HAallOMHWJI O CBOEM NpUcyTcTBUM PocTucnas.

— Moskelb OCTaBUTH 3Ty JEPEBHIO KaK OJHO W3 HAIIUX UMEHUH U TIPOBOAUTH 311€Ch BBIXO/I-
HBIE BMECTE C )KEHOM, €CJIM TaK HPABUTCS, — CKYYAIOIM TOHOM MPEJIIOKUIT KHSI3b, OTITUBAS IaBHO
OCTBIBIIHI Yaii.

— Tsl HEe MOHMMaEIITb, YTO MEHSI He UHTEepPECYeT MOJUTUKA ?

Pocrtucnap ycMexHyJicsl TAKOMY OTBETY M TBEPIIO IMOCTABIIIT YAIIKy OOpaTHO Ha KOhEHHBIH CTO-
JIVK.
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— To, uem 3aHMMaeNIbCSA 3/1ECH ThI, — TOKE CBOETO POJA MOJUTUKA, — CKa3aJl KHA3b, CJIOKUB
PYKHU Ha KOJICHSX.

Muixann 3aKaTui 1J1a3a, Tepsisi TepreHre OT Pa3roBopa, KOTOPbIA HE MMeJl HUKAKOro CMBICIIA.
OH ny4irie Bcex 3HaJI CBOETO OTIIA M TIOHUMAJT, YTO TOT HE TIOMMET: 371eCh, BAAM OT CTOIMYHOM KU3HH,
BCE MpoIlie, 1 IMEHHO TaK OH eJIaJl IPOBECTH CBOIO k13Hb. KoHeuHo, Muxaun1 He TUIaHuPOBaJ CTPO-
UTh TTIOMECThE, CTAHOBUTHCS UbMM-TO CTAPOCTOM; eMy OBbLJIO XOPOIIIO B TECHOM, BETXOU U MOJTy3a0po-
IIIeHHOU n30e BMecTe ¢ AHHOM, HO, IaXke €CJIM BCE TIOyYMIIOCh HHAYe — 3TO OBLT €ro BEIOOD.

— He aymaio, uTo y TeGsi MHOTO BpeMeHH, OTell, YTOObI TPATUTh €ro Ha IMyCThie YTOBOPHI. 1
yke J1aJl CBOU OTBET.

AHHa TIOKpacHea OT 3/I0CTU U MPUHSIACh AEPraTh My*ka 3a pyKaB, YTOObI OH eIlIE MOAyMaJ; OHa
eIlE He IOHUMAJIa, YTO YIpsAMCcTBOM Muxaus He yCTynal OTLy, ¥ BIEPBbIE CTOJIKHYJIACh C TBEPIBIM
«HET».

Poctucnae menyieHHO ctan nepeOupaTh majbllaMi TKaHb HA CBOEM KOJICHe, MOPIIMHBI Ha €ro
JILIe CHENIAIICh TTyOXKe, B3I — TEeMHee, ¥ Ha, M 6e3 TOro CypoBOM JIMIIE HE OCTAJIOCh HU Karuid
OBLJIOTO JKeJTaHWsI IPUATH K KOMITPOMHUCCY.

PocrrcnaB MeieHHO nepedupalt najibliaMy TKaHb Ha CBOEM KOJIEHE; MOPIIMHBI Ha €ro JIUIE
cHemaich riyoxe, B3I — TeMHee, U Ha, ¥ 0€3 TOro CypOBOM JIMIIE HE OCTAJIOCh HU Karuiv ObLJIOTO
JKeJIaHUS IPUATH K KOMITPOMHUCCY.

— CbIH MO, — MPOUBHEC KHSA3b, U HA TY0aX ero MpOCTyIUIa MATKas YJIbiOKa. JIMIo My KIrHbI
BIPYT Pa3riaJinjioch, HO 9Ta BHe3arHast 0e3MATeKHOCTh Harpsria Muxanna. — Thl ke ToHUMaelIb,
YTO 3TH JIIOAU HE MPUHAJIeKAT TeOe, TTOKa Thl He CTaHelh KHs3eM?

OH o)xuzan yrpos, OfHaKO, K OOJBIIOMY COXAJIEHUIO OTLA, MuXamiay HyXHa ObUla TOJBKO
AHHa, ¥ OH UCKPEHHE BepuJl, 4YTo eMy Bc€ paBHO. [louemy ke, Koraa orer] NpoAOJIKUTI, HEBUAUMAs
CWUJIa C/IaBUJIa eMY T'pyab, IEpeKpbIBas IbIXaHUe?

— Jlymaerib, IOCJIE TAaKOW )KU3HU OHU CMOTYT BEPHYTbCS K IPEKHUM IOMEUIMKaM? — CIpo-
cwi Poctucias, HafiaBmBas Ha TO caMO€ YyBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH ChIHA, 3€PHO KOTOPOI'O OH Ioca-
IWJI B HEM MHOTO JIET Ha3aJl.

B tor Mur Muxausn BCHOMHUJI JiIeHb, KOTJIa BBIMTPA CBOIO AHHYIIIKY, U TO, C KaKOW CUJION
AHaTONIMI PUIOKUI XPYTIKYIO IEBYIIKY K cTeHe. [lIpambl Ha Tesie HEKOTOPBIX JePEBEHIINH, BBIKYTI-
JeHHbIX Y [OBOPIMBOrO, UX MaJIeHbKHE JIETH CO CYACTIMBBIMHU YJIBIOKaMU, elIé He TIO3HABIIUE CYTU
9TOro0 MUpA, U TO, C KAKUM OOOKaHUEM JIIOAM CMOTPAT Ha Hero. MuXawil 3aCThll, CKajl KyJaku U
3acKpuIies 3yO0amu.

— 4 tak m gyman, — ckaszaJl KH3b, [OCJE Yero BCTaJl C JMBaHA W MOIPABUI MyHIUpP. —
[Toe3nka ciona coBceM MeHsI UCTOLIIIA, & MOXKET, 5 CTaJl CJIMIIKOM cTap. MHe HyKHO OTHOXHYTb, HO
Ha paccBeTe sl BEPHYCh.

Kus13b emié pa3 orieHus1 HEBECTKY C TOJIOBBI IO HOT, pa3/lyMbIBasi, MPOIIAThCSA C HEM WA ITO
Oy/IeT JTUIITHUM.
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— MozxeTt, Bam NOCTeNUTh Y Hac? — crpocwia AHHa, 0TBoAA B3MIsAA. OHa cripocuiia U3 BEX-
JIMBOCTH ¥ BOBCE HE ropesia keJJaHueM IIPUHAMATh CTOJIb BBICOKOMEPHBIX TOCTEH, HU pa3y 3a BCE 3TO
BpeMs He yIOCTOMBIIMX €€ BHUMaHueM. — KoMHar 10cTaTouHo...

— YT0, XBaTUT HA 1IEJIBIN IIEJIOH? — YCMEXHYJICSI KHSI3b, KUBasl B OKHO, I7Ie 32 BOPOTAMU Ha
JIOIIAJSIX €r0 BCE EIE KON COJLIATHL.

AHHYyIIIKa MpUKycHia rydy U crpsTaia JUIo 3a YEIKOoW. B mepBbil MUT KHSI3b C YIOBJIETBO-
pEHMEM OTMETHJI, YTO MPUCTBIINIT HEBECTKY, U Jake MO3BOMI ceOe MBICJIEHHO ITOXBaIUTh ceOsl 3a
TO, KaK JIOBKO yKa3aJ IeBUOHKE Ha €€ HECTIOCOOHOCTb MBICTIUTD IIKpoKko. Ho oH He Buzen, 4ro, mps-
Yach 3a Bolocamu, AHHA OblJTa MHOM — TaKoM, KaKOM HUKOMY He TIOKa3bIBAIACH: C Pa3LyBIIMMUCS
OT pa3apakeHusl HO3APSIMU, TPUTIOTHATON ryOoid, 3BEPUHBIM OCKAJIOM U B30EIIEHHBIM JI0 Tpefesa
B3r/1A10M. HO cTOMIIO €li MOOHATE TOJIOBY, JIMIIO HE3aMETHO CIVIAXKUBAJIOCh, IVIa3a CYKAJIUCh B IIOJTYy-
MECSIIbl, 2 Ha HIeKaxX MOSABISIMCh MUJIOBUIHBIE SIMOUKH.

— Ox, BbI ITpaBbl, — CKa3ajla AHHA U MOBeJIa PyKOil B CTOPOHY Bbixosia. — Torna nozsonure
IIPOBOAMTH?

He noxunmasick oTBera, JeByIIKa MOAILIbIIA K CBEKPY M OOBUJIA €ro PyKy, CMyIasi CTaprKa
CBOE OecliepeMOHHOCTBI0. POCTHCIAaB HA MTHOBEHHME OMEIINT — OH MPUBBIK K YMHOMIOUYMTAHUIO, A
HE K TOMY, 4TOOBI €ro, CJIOBHO TOJ1 JIOKOTOK, Talllijia K BBIXOy OepeMeHHas JeBulia. Bripouem, oH
TYT K€ MBICIIEHHO OIEPHYJI ceOsi: UTO B3STh C MPOCTOMOAUHKN? KHsA3b HE yCIen OMOMHUTBCS, KakK
ero OepeMeHHasi HEeBeCTKa Ha KOPOTEHbKMX HOXKKaX, Pe3KO MOMYasiach BIEPE.

Muixaun ocTajics B OTUHOUYECTBE, CIyIIasi THKAHbE 4acoB, KOTOPOe OMJIO TIO TYASIIEN ToJIoBe
Mos10ToYKOM. OH HE MOT MTOBEPUTb, UTO TMO3BOJMI HAIaBUTh Ha ceds. Ecu Obl OH He mociymasncs
AHHY, He TIOSIBUJIOCH OBl BCEX THX JIIOJCH, BCEIIEIO eMy OBEPSIOIINX; TOrAa Obl OH He 3HAJI O HUX,
Y OHU HHKOIJIA He MO3HaIu Obl cBOOOMB. Ec OH CTaHeT KHsI3eM, TO CMOXKET OCBOOOTUTH UX OT
padcKoro craryca, HO TOraa MPUAETCS MIOKEePTBOBATh COOCTBEHHBIMU MTPUHITUIIAMU 1 BHOBB 3aCTPSITh
B TOU KJeTKe. [71e-To ganeko, B rIyOrHe MOMECThsI, XJIOMHYJIA BXOJHAS ABeph — AHHA, MPOBOJIUB
oTIfa, Bo3Bpamayiack. Ho Muxawn He ciblnal e€ 11aroB, morpyx€HHbIi B CBOIO Oefy.

Muixaun He Bbigepkai. OH copBaJICs ¢ TMBaHa, OIPOKUHYJT HOTOM CTOJIMK M BBIOEKAJ U3 IoMa
yepe3 YEPHBIN X0/, Ha Oery cpbiBas ¢ ceOs KadTaH.

JlykaBblii He 3HaJ, KyJa UAET, HO, OYyTUBIIUCH Y 3HAKOMOU OJJMHOKOW M30YIIIKH, OKPYKEHHOM
©0JI0TOM, TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BECh €r0 IHEB, Oyp/IMBIIKE B KPOBH, OCTHLI. YIIaB Ha 3eMJII0, OH CMOT-
pes Ha CBOE OTpakeHHe B BOAHOM ITIa[ U MIPECTABIISII, KAK OHU ¢ AHHOW U UX PeOEHKOM KOPOTAIOT
CBOM [THM 371eCb — BJaJIM OT BcexX. Ecnu Obl eif Toxke HUKTO He ObLT HykeH, KpOMe Hero, BCE ObLIO
ObI TOPA3/I0 TPOIIIE.

Muixaus npoBEN JIaJI0HBIO TIO TYCTHIM HETIOCTYITHBIM OpOBSIM, TTOAHSIJICS BBIIIE, K KyAPSIBBIM
BOJIOCaM, CKOJIb3HYJI TIAJIbIIAMU 10 KPUBOMY HOCY, KOTOPBII KOTIJIa-TO CIOMaJl eMy MJIaJIIui Opat,
M0 SIMOYKE Ha COOCTBEHHOM MOAOOPOJIKE — U €My Ka3aJoCh, YTO 3TO BCE OH, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
OTpaxkeHue ObUIO eMy COBEpIIEHHO He3HaKOMO. ByaTo 4To-TO B BOjie MEHSJIOCH U JICTIWIIO U3 €ro
JIMLIA HEYTO MHOE.

My)urHa OMOTaJl TOJI0OBOM, MOTEP IV1a3a U CHOBA NPUIISZENCA. ««YCTaJOCTh»», —CKa3all
oH cebe. — «IIpocTo ycTanocTs 1 3TOT MPOKJISATHIA pazroBop. Huvero 6onbine». O nmoutu yoenun
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ce0s1 B 3TOM, MMOYTH 3aCTaBUJI ceOsl MOBEPUTD, UTO JIMIO B Bojie MpUHAAIEKRUT eMy. Ho ero orpaxe-
HUE BAPYT YJABIOHYJIOCh — caMo, 0e3 ero BOJIM — M MEJICHHO TOIUIBUIO B CTOPOHY. 3aTeM JIMIIO
Pa3MBLIIOCh, U U3 BOIBI BbUIE3NA UbsI-TO PyKa, TAHYIIAsACA K HeMy. Muxauni, nmoOjeJHeB OT CcTpaxa,
OTION3 Ha3al, ¥ pyKa pacchirnaniach 0OpaTHO B BOJY.

Kenass ybenuTbcs, 4TO OH HE COLIEN ¢ yMa U He JIMIIMJICA pacCy[Ka U3-3a BHE3AITHOIO BU3UTA
oTLa, Muxaus MeJUIEHHO, ¢ OTYasHHOU HaIeKJOM Ha TO, YTO BCE €My JIUILb IPUBUJIENIOCH, METIBKOM
IJISIHYJ1 B BOYy CHOBa — U Ha 3TOT pa3 BOBCE HE YBUJEJ CBOETO JMLa. Boza crana omyckarscs npsaMo
Ha IJ1a3ax, Oy/ITO KTO-TO BBIKAUMBaJI 00I0TO, 1 MUXaus NPUHSIICS OIJISAIBATHCS BOKPYT, HO HUYETo
He yBujen. YTo-To cBepXy KarHyJIO Ha HEro, ¥ OH MOAHSI I71a3a K HeOy, CTOJIKHYBIIMCH C BOJOM,
CKJIOHMBLLUEWCS HaJl HUM B (pOpMe KEHCKOM (PUTYPHI.
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