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B xoponeBcTBe DUPBEH 3a 3aMPETHYIO Maruio MatsT xku3Hbl0. Bepa Dcrenb 3Hana
00 9TOM, HO HUKOI/Ia He JlyMaJia, YTO OHAX/Ibl cCaMa OKaXeTcsl Ha smadoTe.

E€ 0OBUHSIOT B yOMIICTBE HAC/IEAHOTO MPUHIIA, U JUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXET
OTCpPOYMTb Ka3Hb, — Kasn Belip, nocneqnuil najad koposeBctBa.OH He cTapeeT, He
O6ouTcs cMepTH M 3a0upaeT AyIId CBOUX KePTB. 3a ero OecCMepTUEM CKPbIBAETCS
JPEBHUI TOTOBOP, a 3a XOJIOAHBIM B3IJISIIOM — IMPECTYIUIEHUE, KOTOPOE OH

He criocoOeH cede MpocTUTh. YTOOBI pacKphITh TaliHY MPHHIIA U BBIKUTH, Bepe
npUaETCs JOBEPUTHCS YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPOro ciiejoBajio Obl HeHaBuaeTh. Ho yem
Oomike oHa ogdupaetcs K npouuiomy Kasna, Tem sicHee IOHUMAeET: UX BCTpeva
He ciyyaiiHa.B DiipBeHe MEPTBbIE MOMHST KaKAYIO KJISTBY, KPOBb XPAHUT UyXKUE
BOCIIOMHMHAHUS, a JIIOOOBb MOKET OKa3aThCsl CTpalliHee MPOKJIATHSA. UTo BbIOEpeT
Bepa, korna y3HaeTt nieHy ciaceHusi? I cMOXeT Jii MOIoOUTh TOTO, KTO OTHAXK Tl
OTHSLI )KU3Hb Y JIIOOMMOTO YesioBeKa?
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HeBecTa nmocJieqHero najaua

I'nasa 1. Ka3nb Ha paccBere

Bepa Bcerna cunTana, 4To y CMepTH JOJIKEH ObITh 3amax.

VYV MEpPTBBIX KMBOTHBIX MAaxJIO THUIOIIEN IUIOTHIO. Y CTAPUKOB — JIEKAPCTBAMU U 3aCTOSIB-
mmmMmcest BozayxoM. Ilocie moxapoB ocraBajicsl 3amax OOYIVIEHHOM JpeBECHHbl, a MOCJe BOWH —
KPOBH, CMELIAaHHON C MOKPOW 3eMJIEN.

Ho uenosek, nexaBmmii nepesi Hel Ha KAMEHHOM CTOJIE, HE ITaX HUYEM.

Bepa octopoxHO oTBea ¢ ero Jida NPUIMIIIINME K KOXe BOJIOCHL. MoIoA0i MyX4rHa, JIET /1Ba-
ALATY MATH, C TOHKUM [IPaMOM Ha MO00POAKE U 0OpyUYaIbHBIM KOJIBIIOM Ha O€3bIMSHHOM HaJIbLIe.
Ero ry6sl nocuHen, a rnoj HOrTsIMM 3anekJiach Y€pHask KPOBb.

— K0 Te6s1 yous? — THXO CITpocuIia OHa.

Pazymeercs, Tpyn He OTBETHIL.

3a y3KMM OKHOM MOpOCWJI JOXIb. Boga crekasa mo MyTHOMY CTEKJIy, IpeBpallas HOYHON
ropoJ B PaCIUIbIBYATOE MIATHO U3 IIOKOCUBILNXCS KPBILL, KPUBBIX IIEPEYJIKOB U PEIKUX KEITBIX OTHEN.
I'ne-To BHM3Y pyrajauch TOProBUBI, IBITASICh CIIACTU TOBap OT Hemoroawel. Ckpunena tenera. Jlasna
cobaxa.

OObIYHasl HOUb B HUOKHEM TOPOJIE.

Bepa nocrana u3 kapmana papryka HeOONIBIIOH KOCTSHOM HOK.

— Ilpoctn, — ckazana oHa NOKOMHMKY. — 1 3Halo0, UTO TeOe He MOHPABUTCH.

Omna Hajipe3asia KOy Ha OOJIbIIOM MaJjblie M MO3BOJIMJIA HECKOJIBKUM KaIuIsIM KPOBH YIacTh
Ha €ro rpyab.

KpoBb Obuta HykHa He Bceraa. MHora 1ocTaTouyHo ObUI0 MPUKOCHOBEHMS K KocTu. Ho B aToM
ciryyae Bepa xoresa yBUIETh HEUTO ONIPEAEIEHHOE.

Ona 3akpblia I71a3a.

CHauasia HUYEro He IMPOU3OILLIO.

IToroM X00OHBINM BO3OYX KOCHYJICA €€ JIMLIA.

He Berep u3 otkpeiToro okHa. He ckBO3HAK U3 KOpUaopa.

JpIxaHue MepTBena.

Bepa 3amepna.

— Hy ke, — npowenTana ona. — ITokaxu mMHe.

MyXu1Ha Ha CTOJIE PE3KO BBITHYJICH.

Bepa ormarHyack, eiBa He OIPOKMHYB XKECTSIHYIO Jamity. [1o ero packpbIThiM rydam mpode-
’KaJia TeHb, CJIOBHO BHYTPH TeJla YTO-TO IMPOCHYJIOCH U TOIBITANIOCH BhIOpaThest HapyKy. Ha MraoBe-
HUE [TOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO IOKOMHUK CEMYac BIOXHET.

Ho rpynp ocranach HEMOABUKHOM.

A 3arem Bepa ysuzena.

CHavasia nosiBUJICS CBET.

Crensmuii, 30JJ0TUCTBIN CBET MHOXeCTBa cBevel. [ToToM mpocTynum oyepTaHusi OrpOMHOIO
3aj1a ¢ MPaMOPHBIMU KOJIOHHAMU, TSIKENBIMU IITOPAMU U BBICOKMM ITOTOJIKOM, YKPAllleHHbIM (pec-
kamu. Ha crenax Brcenm 3HaMEHa KOposeBcTBa DiipBeH: cepeOpsiHask KOpOHA HaJl YEPHBIM COTHLIEM.

INocpenu 3ana CTOsUT MyKUMHA.

Bepa He Buzena ero juua. Toabko TEMHBIN CUITYST, JUTMHHBIN 1AL U PYKY, CKUMABLIYIO PyKO-
ATh MeYa.

Ilepen HUM Ha KOJIEHAX CTOST MOJIOJOM YeJIOBeK.

ToT camslil, YTO Jiexkas celyac Ha KAMEHHOM CTOJIE.
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— 41 BBINOJTHWJI NTPHKa3, — roBOpMJI MepTBell. — KiisiHych, 1 HUIKOMY He pacckasall.

— ThI pacckasai, — OTBETHJI HE3HAKOMELI.

['omoc 6bLT CIIOKOMHBIM.

CUIIKOM CIIOKOMHBIM /17151 YeJIOBEKa, COOMPAIONIErocsi yOUTh Jpyroro.

— Her. Her, s Huuero He ropopwi! § gaxe He 3HaI0, O YEM BHI. . .

Meu GniecHy B CBETE CBeyeH.

Bepa yciblnana KOpOTKMA BCKPHK.

A 3aTeM MUP U3MEHUJICH.

3an ucue3. BMecto Hero BO3HMKIIA HEOOMbIIAsE KOMHATA C PACMAaXHYTHIM OKHOM. 32 OKHOM
OymieBana rpo3a. Ha mosy siexait yesoBek B KOPOJIEBCKOM OIESTHUH, a PSZIOM C HUM CTOs1Ia JEBYIIIKA.

JeByika ObU1a ofieTa B MPOCTOE cepoe miathe. E€ cBeTbie BOJIOCH PacChIaIUCh T10 IIevaMm,
a pyKu ObUIH TepenavyKkaHbl KPOBBIO.

Bepa He Moria pasrisueTs e€ JIuia.

Ho 3Hana, 4to cMOTpUT Ha camy ceodsl.

He na orpaxenue. He Ha uyxoii 06pa3, cllyqaitHO MOXOXKHI Ha HeE.

Ha ce0s.

JleBy1iKa oBepHyJIach K KOMY-TO, CTOSIBIIEMY 3a ITpeAeIaMu BUICHUS.

— ThI ono3an, — mpor3HecsIa OHa.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasNA, Kak MO CIMHE MPOOeKa JeASTHOU XOIO.

Ona 3Hasa 3TOT roJoc.

310 OBUT €€ COOCTBEHHBII TOJIOC.

— Bepa!

Bunenue packononocs.

Ona pacrniaxHyna rjiaza U oOOHapyXwuia, 4To JISKUT Ha moiy. KocTsHoi HOX Bassicst Bo3ie
JBEpHU, JIaMI1a 4yJJOM YJep:Kaiach Ha CTOJIE, a IOKOMHUK MO-IIPEKHEMY HETIOBM>KHO JIeKaJl Ha KaMeH-
HOU TLIHTE.

3a OKHOM HAYMHAJIO CBETATh.

Bepa c Tpynom nogHsnace. ['onoBa Kpy:xunach, BO pTy CTOSIT METAJUIMYECKUH ITPUBKYC.

Omna He Moria OObSCHUTD YBU/IEHHOE.

Ho onHo 3Ha11a TOYHO.

Myx4rHy yOMJI B KOPOJIEBCKOM JIBOPIIE.

W nepen cMepThio OH BUIEN €€.

XOTs1 OHM HUKOIZA HE BCTPEYAIUCH.

B Bepb mocTyvaiu TPHK/IHL.

Bepa B3apornyia.

— 3aKkpbiTO! — KPHUKHYJIA OHA.

— Koponesckas crpaxa! OTkpoiite HemeIeHHO !

Oma BbIpyranach CKBO3b 3yOBbl.

Bor Teneps HaUMHAJIOCh CaMOe MHTEPECHOE.

Bepa ObicTpo cMaxHyna KpOBb CO CTONA, 3aBEPHYJIA KOCTSHON HOX B TPAIUILY U CIIpSATaIa €ro
B MOTAHOW KapMaH I00KU. 3aTeM HaKpbUIa TeJIO MPOCTHIHEN.

B nBepw cHOBaA ynapuiu.

— Tlocnennee npenynpexaeHue!

— Ecmu BBI ciomaete qBeph, MIaTUTh 3a He€ Oyaere camu! — KpukHYyna Bepa.

Ha MruaoBeHue Boliapuiach TUIINHA.

3arem pazjajcs My,KCKOU rojioc:

— ¢1 Ol Ha BalieM MecTe He OeCITOKOMIICS O ABEpsIX.

Bepa y3Hana stot ronoc.
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E€ xenynok cxaics.

OHa Me/IJIEHHO MTOBEPHYJIACH K OKHY.

Ha cocenneit kpsiiiie CTOSIT YesloBeK B Y€pHOM Iuiaie. Jlokb cTeKall Mo ero mjiedam, BeTep
Tpenas nojibl ofaexpl. OH HAXOAMIICS CIMIIKOM JIajieKo, 4YToObl Bepa Moria paccMOTpeTs JIUIo, HO
MOYEMY-TO Cpa3y MOHsIA: OH CMOTPUT UMEHHO Ha HeE.

My:xunHa NOAHST PYKY.

N nocryyan no crexJy.

C BHYTpEHHEU CTOPOHBI.

Bepa ormarHysace.

Ona ycnena yBUAETb, Kak Ha CTEKJIE, CJIOBHO HalTMCAaHHbIE HEBUAMMbIM NJIbLIEM, IPOCTYIIVIIN
TpH CJIOBA!

HE BEPh MEPTBBIM.

A TIOTOM MY’XKYMHA UCYE3.

He cnipeirnyn ¢ kpbiu. He pacrBopuiics B TymaHe.

ITpocro nepecran cyecTBoBaTh B TOM MECTE, II€ TOIBKO YTO CTOSLI.

B nBepb ynapuiau B TpeTuil pas.

Ha stot pa3 aepeBo Tpechy1o.

— OrkpsiBaiite! UMeHnem koposis!

Bepa nocmorpena Ha MOKOWHUKA.

3areM Ha OKHO.

Ona He Bepuiia B corajieHus1. CIMIIKOM 4acTO MMEHHO TaK HAYMHAJIMCh UCTOPUM, 3aKaHUH-
BaBIIMECS UyKUMH [TOXOPOHAMM.

OHa OTKpbLIa IBEph cama.

Ha nmopore crosin yetBepo cTpaxHUKOB. Ha ux gocnexax Onecteny Karum J0K[s, a Ha TOs-
cax BHCEJIM KOPOTKME Meuu. Briepeay Haxoquiicss MyKUMHa C pbDKMMM yCaMU U JIMLIOM YeJIOBEKa,
KOTOPBI JTaBHO Pa3yumniICsl yAUBIIATHCS.

OH OKUHYJI B3[JISI/IOM KOMHATY.

— Bepa Dcrensb?

— CMOTp# KTO CripalivBaer.

— Kanwuran Peiinap. Bol apecToBaHbI 110 MOJ03PEHMUIO B KOJIJIOBCTBE, HE3AKOHHOM IPOHUKHO-
BEHHMHU B KOPOJIEBCKUE BIAJCHUS 1 yOMICTBE HACJEHOTO MPHHIIA.

Heckonpko cexkynn Bepa monuana.

[ToTrom paccmestiace.

He notomy, uTo et 6pu10 cMerHo. [TpocTo nHOTAA pa3yM OTKa3bIBAJICS IPUHUMATH TPOUCXO-
Asiee U BBIOMpal eqUHCTBEHHBIN TOCTYIHBIN CIIOCO0 3aIIUTUTHCS.

Kanuran He ynbIOHYIICS.

— Bam npenbsiieHo oOBMHEHME B YOUICTBe puHIIA ApraHa DifpeeHckoro. Ero teno o6Ha-
PYKEHO CErofHsI HOUbI0 B JIMYHBIX MOKOsIX. CBHUIETENM yTBEPXKIAIOT, YTO Bl ObUIM 3aMEUEHBbI BO
JBOPLIE HE3a/10JIT0 10 €0 CMEPTH.

— Caugierenu ommoaoTCsl.

— Pazbepémcsi.

— A ecnu 51 cKaxy, 4TO HUKOTrJa He Obl1a BO JBOpLEe?

— Toraa ckaxere 3T0 KOPOJIEBCKOMY CY/bE.

Bepa nmocmotpena Ha cTpaXHUKOB. [[Boe epkainch HACTOPOKEHHO, TPETUH SIBHO Oosiyics €€,
a YeTBEPTHIN BCE BPeMs MOIVISAbIBAJI HA HAKPBITHIN MPOCTHIHEN CTOI.

— BbI npunum 3a MHO#M, — cKazasia oHa. — Ho oTKyna y3Hamu, 4To s 3/1ech?

Kanuran Haxmypuiics.

— UYro?
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— Bl HalwM MeHs 32 HECKOJIBKO YacoB Toclie YOuicTBa. 1 KBy B HIKHEM TOpojie, Te Aaxe
KOPOJICBCKHME COOPIIMKH HAJIOTOB YMYAPSIOTCS TepsThcsA. KTo-TO nomkeH ObUT COOOIUTh BaM MOW
azpec.

— VY Hac ecTb CBOU METOJIBI.

— Pasymeercs.

Bepa ynbiOHy1aCh.

— A £-TO HaJes1ach, YTO Bbl CKAXKETE MPaBJY.

Karnuran marnys Brepén v cxBatui e€ 3a 3aIsCcThbe.

B ToT e mur Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJ1a 3HAKOMBII XOJIOZI.

He ot ero npukocHoOBeHM .

OT 4ero-To, HaXOAUBIIIETOCS 34 €r0 CIIMHOMU.

CTpaKHMKHU OTHOBPEMEHHO MIOBEPHYJIU TOJIOBBI.

Ha necrauue crosn yenosek.

Beicokuii, ofieThlii B IJIMHHBIA YEPHBIN TIIAI, 3aCTETHYTHIN y TOpJia cepeOpsSHON 3aCTEKKOM.
Ha ero nevax jexanu Karwm 10K, HO TEMHAsI TKaHb He Ka3ajlach MOKpOU. YEpHBIE BOIOCH ObLIH
3a4€caHbl Ha3aJ1, OTKPbIBasi BBICOKUH JIOO U pE3KUE CKYIIBI.

JIuto He3HaKOMITa MOTJIO ObI TOKA3aThCsl KPACUBBIM, €Cii Obl He IJ1a3a.

Onu ObLM CepBIMU, TIOYTH OECIIBETHBIMHU, U CMOTPEJIM Ha OKPYXKAIOMIUI MUP C TAKAM PaBHO-
AyILIMEM, CIIOBHO BCE YBUJEHHOE JIaBHO NEPECTaO UMETh 3HAaUEHHE.

Ha nosice Mmy4nHbl BUCEJT IJTUHHBII MeU B YEPHBIX HOKHAX.

Kanuran HemenienHo ormycrut Bepy.

— T'ocnonun Beiip.

YenoBek Ha JIECTHHLIE HE OTBETHJI HA ITPUBETCTBUE.

OH nocMoTpet Ha TeJIO MO/ IPOCTBIHEN.

— K10 310?

— MyxuunHa o umenu darap Mo, — oteeTwiia Bepa panbinie kanurana. — [loptHoit. Bt
keHart. JIIoOw 1enméBoe BUHO U He JTIOOWIT TJIaTUTh 32 PadoTy.

Hesnakomerr nepeBén B3MIsL HA HEE.

— BrI ero 3nam?

— 41 3Ha10 ero nocneHUe BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

B komHare crasno Tuxo.

Kanuran MeajieHHO niepeKkpecTHiICs 3HAKOM DUPBEHCKOU 1IEPKBHU.

— BeapMma.

— Ecnm BB coOMpaeTech MOBTOPATH ITO CJIOBO KAXABIN pa3, KOrJa CJBIIIUTE YTO-TO HETTOHST-
HOE, COBETYIO 3apaHee MOArOTOBUTH OoJiee NJTMHHBIN CIIUCOK PyraTesibCTB, — OTBeTHIa Bepa.

Hesnakomer eiBa 3aMETHO CKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY.

B ero miazax yro-to usmenunoch. He ynusienue. Ckopee uHTepec, BOHUKIIUHN y YeJloBeKa,
KOTOPbI HEOKUIAHHO OOHAPYKIJI TPELIMHY B IIPUBBIYHOM TMOPSIJIKE BEIEH.

— Bainie ums? — cripocut oH.

— Bl Benp yke 3Haere.

— Xouy ycbIIIaTh €ro OT Bac.

— Bepa Dcrenb.

My>x4rHa IOBTOPHII €€ UMs1 O€33ByYHO, OJHUMH I'yOaMH.

N Bapyr Bepa nouyBcTBOBasa, Kak 4To-TO BHYTPU HEE OTO3BAJIOCh HA TOT 3BYK.

CroBHO e€ cepjilie Ha MTHOBEeHHE 3a0bL10, KaK OUTHCS.

Hesnakomer Haxmypuics.

BriepBble 3a BCE BpeMs1 ero JIMIIO NepecTayio ObITh COBEPIIIEHHO OECCTPACTHBIM.

OH MeJIeHHO NOJOIIEN K HEeil.

CTpasKHUKYU pacCTYIUINCh, HE POU3HECS HU CJIOBA.
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— Kak 1aBHO BBl 3aHUMaeTeCh HEKPOMaHTHEN ? — CIPOCKJT OH.

— 41 He HeKpoMaHTKa.

— BBl TONIBKO YTO CKa3ali, YTO 3HAETe MOCIeAHNE BOCIOMUHAHUS MEPTBELA.

— 9TO He Jies1aeT MEHs1 HEKPOMAHTKOM.

— A d4ro0 xe Torga?

— JKeHIMHOM, KOTOPOH HE MOBE3JI0 POAUTHCS C HEOOBIYHBIM JIAPOM.

— HeoObruHble qapbl peiko OBIBAIOT O€300UIHBIMH.

— A MyXUYMHBI, KOTOpPBIE 33aI0T CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, PEIKO OBIBAIOT MPUSTHHIMH.

KarnuraH nyMHO BTSHYJI BO3IYX.

Bepa pemiia, uto ceityac e€ yaapsr.

Ho He3nakomel BOpyr ycMeXHYJICS.

10 ObUIa KOPOTKAsl, TIOUTH He3aMeTHasi ycMenka. OHa He CMATYMIIa ero JIMIO, a CAIeNaia ero
€Il OIacHee.

— Kasn Beiip, — npeacraBuiics oH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaia, Kak KpOBb OTJIMBAET OT €€ JIUIIA.

Ona 3Hasa 310 UMH.

Kaxnapiit pe6EHOK B DipBeHe 3HAT €ro.

[Tocnennuit manay KOpOJIEBCTRA.

YentoBeK, KOTOPBII Ka3HIIT KOJIIYHOB, ITpeIaTesiel ¥ TeX, KOro KOpoJb jeJajl yoparh 0e3 JIuIil-
Hero myma. YesoBeK, He CTapeBIIUI yXke NoITopa croneTus. YenoBek, KOTOpOMY MPUIKCHIBAIN
CTOJIbKO ’KECTOKOCTEW, YTO HEKOTOPbIE POIUTENN MyTraji UM HETIOCTYIIHBIX JETEH.

Ecnmu koposnb xoTen, 4ToObl YesioBeK ymep, oH nockutan Kasma Befipa.

Ecnu xoten, yToOsl yeoBek ucues, Toxke nockuian Kasma Befipa.

A ecnm xoTes1, 9YToOBI O YesIoBeKe 3a0bUTH AaXke TOC/e CMEPTH. ...

Bepa He xenana gymarb O OC/IEIHEM BapHaHTe.

— 3HauuT, Bl ¥ €CTh Majla4y, — MPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— A BBI pa304apoBaHbl?

— 41 oxupana, 4yTo Bl OyleTe BHIISAETD CTapIle.

— 4 oxupan, 4to BbI OyeTe yMHee.

Bepa npuiypuiace.

— MpI 00a nepeXMBEM 3TO pa3ovapoBaHUeE.

Kasn mocmorpen Ha kanuTaHa.

— OctaBbTe Hac.

— Ho, rocrionun Beiip, npuka3s koposs. ..

— 41 3Ha10, YTO HAIIMCAHO B IIPUKa3e.

— Hawm BenieHo gocTaBUTh OOBHHSIEMYIO BO JBOpEIL.

— BBl focraBute €€ Tyaa, KOrjaa s 3aKOHYY.

Karnran noonensert.

— Pasymeercs.

OH KOPOTKO MOKJIOHWICS U 5KECTOM IPHKa3aj CTpakHUKaM BBIATH. [locnennuii u3 HuX 3aaep-
JKaJics y IBEpH, C ONAcKoM Iiss Ha Bepy, HO KanuTaH BbIAEPHYJI €r0 B KOPUIOP.

Korna nBepb 3akppliach, B KOMHATE CTaj0 HENPUBBIYHO THXO.

Kasm1 o0o1ién cton 1 ocTaHOBMIICS BO3JIE TOKOWHUKA.

— BBl geiicTBUTENIBHO BUAEIH €r0 BOCTIOMUHAHMSA ?

— Jla.

— Yro umeHHO?

— MyK4uHY, KOTOPBII YOI ero.

— Bb1 Buzienu nuno?

— Her.
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— lonoc?

Bepa 3amsiace.

— Ja.

— Onwuiure ero.

— Her.

Kasn menyieHHO noBepHYJ rooBy.

— IIpomty nporenusn?

— 4 ckazana «HeT». Bbl Befib He coOMpaeTech MPUTBOPATHCS, OYITO IOMTPOCHIN MEHsI 00 0101
xkeHuu?

— Bbl 0OBUHEHBI B YOUIICTBE HACJAEHOTO MpUHIIA. Balie rnonoxeHune He pacriosaraet K Jiep-
30CTH.

— A Baille NoJIokeHNe He pacriosiaraeT K BeKJIMBOCTU?

Kas1 HeCKOIbKO CEKyH[ CMOTpEJT Ha HEE.

3areM CHSJI [epyarky.

Ero pyka Obuta OnegHoOW, ¢ JUIMHHBIMHU TMAJIbLIAMM M TOHKUMHM IIIPaMaMu, MepeceKaBIIuMU
nanoHb. Ha 3anscree TeMHea OTMETHHA, ITOX0Kask Ha KOJIBLIO U3 MEPETIETEHHBIX YEPHBIX KOPHEN.

Bepa Hukora He Buiea HU4ero nojgoOHOro.

Ho, enpa 3ameTuB 3HaK, OYyBCTBOBAJIA OCTPYIO OOJIb B IPY/IH.

OHa cxBaTwIach 3a Kpai crona.

Kasn MrHOBEHHO OKa3aJicsl psIOM.

— Yrto ¢ Bamu?

— Huvyero.

— Bl noGnegHenm.

— Bl Beceria HaCTOJBKO HAOMIOAATE TbHbI?

OH He OTBETUII.

BwmecTo 31010 B3I €€ 32 PYKY.

Bepa nomnbitanacek BeIpBaThCs, HO NaIblibl Kasna cCOMKHYIMCh BOKPYT €€ 3anscTbs. [IpukocHo-
BEHHUE OKa3aJ10Ch JIC/ISTHBIM.

A 3aTeM CIIy4rJIoCh HEBO3MOXKHOE.

BHyTtpu rpyau Bepel uTto-T0 ynapuio.

Pas.

Hpyroi.

Tperuii.

Cepnue Kasna.

OHa ycrbliiana ero Tak OTYETIMBO, CJIOBHO caMa HaXOJWJIach BHYTPH ero tesa. Tsokenbie, Mea-
JIEHHbIE YAapbl Pa3HOCHITUCH 110 KOCTSIM, OTIABAJIMCh B 3y0ax U BUCKaX.

MyXumrHa pe3Ko OTITyCTHUI €€.

Ha ero e nosiBuiioch BblpakeHue, KOToporo Bepa He Moryia UCTOJIKOBATb.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObITh, — TPOIIENTAN OH.

— Yero?

Kasn nocmotpen Ha cOOCTBEHHYIO JIaJJOHb.

Ha neit BbicTynmiia TOHKas Karuisi KpOBH.

On He apurascs. He mopran. CmoTpen Ha KpacHyI0 Karulio Tak, CJI0BHO BUAEN €€ BIEpBbIE B
KU3HU.

Bepa nepesesna B3I/ Ha €r0 3ar1SCThe.

UYepHblii 3HaK N0 KOKEN HcUe3.

— Yro 3710 OBIIO? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

Kasn Hatanyn nepyarky.

— Huvyero.
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. Yoruu. «HeBecra nocienHero majada»

— Bul mkéTe.

— BosmoxHo.

OH npou3HEC 3TO TaK CMOKOMHO, YTO Bepa eiBa He paccMmesiiach.

— W 4rto Tenepnb?

— Tenepb Bbl OTIPAaBUTECh CO MHOW BO JIBOpEII.

— A ecnu 51 OTKaKyCh?

Kasn nocmotpen eit mpsiMo B 171a3a.

— Torgaa s oTHeCy Bac Tyza Ha pyKax.

— BuI Bcerna tak pasroBapuBaeTe ¢ JKeHIIUHAMU ?

— Tonbko ¢ TeMH, KOTOPbIE MOTYT OKa3aThCsl OMACHEE, YEM KaKyTCs.

— A BbI cuMTaeTe MEHs OMacHOM?

OH npubaM3UICs Ha 1mar.

Tenepb MeX/1y HUMHU OCTaBaJIOChb COBCEM HEMHOro MecTa. Bepa moria pasmisaers TOHKUA
IIpaM, TepeceKaBIINii ero JIEBylo OpOBb, M €[1Ba 3aMETHYIO TeHb YCTAJIOCTH TO71 TJIa3aMH.

OT Hero naxJjo XOJIOHBIM KEJIE30M U YEM-TO €IlIE€ — 3allaxoM 3UMHETO Jieca, B KOTOPOM HUKO-
I1a He Tasijl CHer.

— 41 moka He pemui, KeM Bl siBJIsieTeCh, Bepa crens.

OH BriepBbIe MPOUBHEC €€ UMSI BCTYX, M BHYTPU HEE CHOBA UTO-TO JPOTHYJIO.

— Ho s cobupaiock BBISICHUTB 3TO /IO TOTO, KaK BBl YMpETE.

— Kakoe Benukonyiue.

— He oOomnbiairecs.

Kasn HanipaBuics Kk agBepu.

— CoOwupaiitech. Mbl ye3:xaeM yepe3 JecsTh MUHYT.

— Kyna?

OH ocTaHOBUMJICS HA TIOpOTe.

— Bo nBoper.

— MeHs cobupalorcst CyauTh?

— Her.

— Torna 3auem 51 Bam Hy*)Ha?

Kasn obepHycs.

BriepBeie 3a Bc€ yTpo ero B3rIs[ nokasaics Bepe no-HacrosieMy 4eJ0Be4eCKUM.

He no6peiM. He msrkum.

Hcnyranusim.

— IloTomy 4TO cerofHs HOUbIO, — CKa3aJl OH, — BIIEPBBIE 3 CTO CEMBJIECHT JIET 51 [IOUYBCTBO-
BaJ1 COOCTBEHHOE CepIIie.

OH BblILIEJ, OCTaBUB /IBEPb OTKPBITOM.

Bepa ocranack oiHa cpeau 3amaxa KpoBH, CHIPOCTH U JAEIIEBOTO MbLIA.

3a OKHOM OKOHYaTeJIbHO paccBesio. Ha Kpblliax HMXKHEro ropoja Jiexxasa TyMaH, a Hajl JaJlb-
HUMH OAlTHAMM JIBOPIIA MEAJICHHO MOJHUMAJIOCh YEPHOE COJHIIE, BBIIIMTOE Ha KOPOJIEBCKUX 3HAME-
Hax.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha teso Darapa Moiia.

Ona oxHa ObUTa pacckaszars Kassmy o Tom, 4To Bujiena B ero nocjieiHMX BocmoMuHaHusX. O
He3HakoMie. O KoposieBcKUX MoKosx. O AeByllKe, KOTOpasi BhIVIsAEa TOUb-B-TOUb KaK OHA.

W o cnoBax, KOTOpble MPOU3HECA 3Ta JEBYIIKA.

Tot onozoan.

Ho Bepa nHe ckazana Huyero.

[ToromMy 4TO BCIIOMHMIIA €1LIE OIHY JA€TANIb.

B camom KkoHILIe BUAEHMS, 32 MTHOBEHHME JO TOTO, KaK OHO MCYe3J0, JeBYIIKa MOCMOTpena
IIPsAMO Ha HeeE.
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. Yoruu. «HeBecra nocienHero majada»

W Ge33ByuHO mpousHecna:

He no3zeonsiii emy noaooume meosi.

Bepa MemieHHO cxana majiblpl.

Tenepb y He€ ObUTO JBE MpUUIMHBI OosAThcst Kasmna Betipa.

OH Mor oKa3aTbCsl eIMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM CIIACTH €€ OT KOPOJIEBCKOW Ka3HH.
W enqMHCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, OT KOTOPOT'O € MPEACTOSIIO CIIACTHCh.
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. Yoruu. «HeBecra nocienHero majada»

I'naBa 2. /lopora B 10M MEPTBBIX

K Ttomy Bpemenu, korna Bepa cnycrunack Ha nepBbii 3Tax, Kasn Beip ycnen ucnoptuts en
YTPO OKOHYATEJIBHO.

OH cTosi1 BO37Ie BXOZIHOM /1BepH, Oeceslysl ¢ XO35IMHOM IMOCTOSUIOro ABopa. ToT, MajeHbKuUH,
JILICEIOIIMI YeIOBEK C OTBUCIIBIMU IIEKaMH, KMBAJI TaK YacTO, CIIOBHO HAJESJICS OTHAXKIbI TIOOUTHCS
TUM OeccMepTHsl.

— Pazymeercs, rocioqun Bevip. Koneuno. §1 Bc€ nonnmaro. Hukakux BoIpocos.

— Xopotwo.

— U Bcé-Taku, ecim no3ponure. .. OHa Belb HE yCIiea HUYero HaTBOPUTh B MOEM 3aBEICHUN 7

Kasn menyieHHO oBEpHYJI rONIOBY.

Xo0341H noOneHeN.

— 4 umen B Buay, KOHEYHO, HE TO, YTO OHa... ['ocnoguH Beup, BH ke 3HaeTe, Kak y Hac
OTHOCSATCS K Mof0O0HBIM BemaM. Cocein, CIIyXH, ropoficKasi cTpaka. MHe Benb eme padboTaThb 371eCh.

— Eciu BB 3aKOHUMTE 3a/1aBaTh BOIPOCHI, BaM Y/IACTCs IOPad0TaTh eIE JOBOJIBHO JOJTO.

XO035IMH MIHOBEHHO 3aMOJT4aJl.

Bepa ocraHoBUIIaCK HA TIOCIIETHEN CTYTIEHBKE.

— IIpusATHO BUAETH, YTO BBl yMeeTe HaXOMUTh OOIINIA SI3bIK C JIOAbMH.

Kasn okuHyn e€ B3rsagoMm.

Omna nepeozenach B TEMHOE LIEPCTSHOE TUIAThe, 3aCTErHyJ/1a Ha TPy CTapblil 1Al 1 codpasa
BOJIOCHI B TYroOil y3eil. 3a MOSICOM CIIpsiTaa KOCTSHOW HOX. B HeOObIION KOKAHON CyMKe JIeKaJIu
cMeHa Oesibsl, (hJIaKOH C JIEKAPCTBOM OT T'OJIOBHOHM OOJIM, HECKOJIBKO MOHET M KYCOK BYEpAIHEro
xJeda.

Bcé e€ umyectso.

Bces e€ xu3Hb ymenanack B CyMKe, KOTOPYIO MOXHO ObUIO O€3 Tpy/ia YHECTH OJTHOM PyKO.

— Bu1 ono3pamu, — ckazan Kas.

— 4 cobupanace aecsats MuHyT. Eciin Bam TpeOyeTcst jKeHIIMHA, KOTopasi yMeeT COOMPaThCst
ObICTpee, COBETYIO OOpaTUTLCS K KOMY-HUOY/b Ipyromy.

— 41 He cobupaloch UCKATh BaM 3aMeEHY.

— Kakas xayocts.

XO035I1H MOCTOSJIOTO ABOPa MEPEBOANII B3IJIS]L C OHOTO Ha APYrOro, CJIOBHO HAOMIONA 32 Jpa-
KOW JIBYX O€IlIeHbIX COOaK M He MOT PelInTb, KOMY U3 HUX JIydIlle OAOPOCHTh KOCTb.

Bepa nHanpaBuiiace K BBIXO#Y.

— Kcratn, — Opocuiia oHa 4epe3 Iuiedo, — €clii MeHsl Kas3HsT, He 3a0yapTe 3a0parh MOu
Bery. Ocob6eHHo JekapcTBo. OHO 1oporoe.

— Brl He OyaeTe Ka3HEeHBI, [TOKa HE OTBETUTE HA MOW BOIPOCH], — mpou3néc Kaa.

— A norom?

— Ilotom Bc€ Oyner 3aBUCETh OT BalllMX OTBETOB.

— OOHagéxuBaer.

— 9 He 00g3aH Bac 0OHANEKUBATD.

— 3aro BBl IPEKPACHO YMEETe MNOPTUTh HACTPOEHHUE.

— 3HauuT, y HaC ecTb XOTh YTO-TO OOIIee.

Bepa ocraHoBUIIaCK M TOCMOTpETIA Ha HETO.

Ha mMraosenue ei nokasanoch, 4To OH HOLIYTHIL.

D70 OBLIO HACTOJIBLKO HEBEPOSITHO, UTO OHA PEIIvIIa He AeNaTh MOCTIEITHBIX BHIBOJOB.

Kasn pacniaxHyn gseps.

3a HeW Jiexall cepblid, IPOMO3IJIBIM FOPOL.

— Ilocrie Bac.
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. Yoruu. «HeBecra nocienHero majada»

— Kak mo6e3Ho.

— He npuBsikHHUTE.

Bepa BbllLIa MO JOK .

W BnepBble 3a noceqHUe HECKOJIBKO JIET M0XkKaJiesia, YTO HEe BEPUT B MOJIUTBBI.

Kapera x1ana Ha IpOTUBOIOIOKHON CTOPOHE YJIHIIBI.

Omna Obuta y€pHOM, Oe3 repOOB M yKpaIlleHUH, C BHICOKUMH KOJECAaMU U Y3KMMH OKHAMHU.
Jlomaay CTosuM HEMOABUAKHO, OITYCTHB TOJIOBBI. VIX bIXaHKe KITyOrI0Ch OeIbIM MapoM.

Bo3iie kapeTsl iepeMuHa’Ics ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY Kyuep — IIUPOKOIUIEUHiA CTAPUK € Ce0i O0OpoIoit
U JIUIIOM, TIOKPBHITHIM CEThIO TTyOOKMX MOPIIVH.

VBupaes Kasna, oH cHsI Ianky.

— Jlo6poe yTpo, TOCTIONVH.

— Her, — otBetnn Kasn.

Crapuk MOpruyJ.

— IIpocture?

— VYT1po HemoOpoe.

Kyuep nmocmotpen Ha He60, motom Ha Bepy, notom caoBa Ha Kasna.

— Kak ckaxeTte, rociogyH.

Bepa cripsitana yasioky.

Kasn 3amerun sto.

— Bac uto-T0 paszBecenuno?

— 51 mpOCTO BOCXMINAIOCH BAIIEH CIIOCOOHOCTBIO 3aBOUTH JIPY3eil.

— ¥V MeH# 10CTaTOYHO 3HAKOMBIX.

— He comneBatoch. HaBepHsika OHM BCe MEUTAIOT MPOBECTH C BAMU OCTATOK BEYHOCTH.

— Hekoropsle yxe nposenu.

OH npon3HEC 3T0 0e3 TeHU HACMEIIKH.

Bepa nepecrana ynbioarbcs.

Kasn oTkpbUT 1BEpITy KapeThl M OTCTYITHII B CTOPOHY.

BHyTpH okazanochk mpocTopHee, yeM oHa oxujana. Ha cupeHbsx jexand TEMHbIE KOKaHble
TMOIYIIIKH, MEKy KOTOPBIMHU CTOSIT HeOOJBINON CTONMK. Ha cTeHe Bucen cepeOpsiHbIi (hoHAPH ¢ MATO-
BBIM CTEKJIOM. PsiioM Haxoausics MK, 3aNepThiii HA TPH 3aMKa.

Bepa 3a0panach BHyTpb.

Kasn cen nanporus.

JIBeplia 3aXJIOMHYIaCh, U KapeTa TPOHYJIach.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHH €Xald MOJTYa.

3a OKHOM MPOIUIBIBATIA y3KHE YIUIIBI HIKHEro ropozaa. Jloma 31ech CTOsUIM Tak TECHO, YTO
COCEIHME KPBIIIY MOYTH CONpUKacainch. Ha nepekpécTkax TOProBiibl pacKIiaAbIBaIv TOBAP, U3 TIeKa-
PEH TSHYJIO CBEKUM XJIEOOM, a y BXO/Ia B TaBEPHY [IBOE TIbSIHUI] BBISICHSITY OTHOIIIEHHSI C TIOMOIIBIO
KYJIaKOB.

HukTo He oOpariian BHUMaHKS Ha YEPHYIO KapeTy.

Wnm nenan Bup, 4to He oOpariaer.

— Kyna Bbl MeHs1 Be3éte? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— 4 yxe orBevail.

— BbI ckazanu, 4To MBI efieM BO JBopell. S cripaiimBai, 3a4eMm.

— Bbl 0OBUHEHBI B YOHMIACTBE HACJETHOTO MpHHIA. KOoposs moxenan JUYHO pa3oOparhCsi B
00CTOSITEIbCTBAX JIeA.

— Kak TporarenbHo. A g-TO AymMana, OH MPUKAXET OTPYOUTh MHE TOJIOBY, YTOOBI HE TPATUTh
BpeMsl Ha pasroBOPBHI.

— Ecu Gbl OH XOTeN Bac Ka3HUTh, BbI ObI YK€ CTOSUTH Ha 3macdorte.
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— Toraa noyemy He Ka3HUT?

— [lotoMy 4TO BBI €My HYXKHBI.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— Jlns gero?

— 370 5 ¥ cOOMPAIOCh BBISICHUTD.

— BbI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO 1aKe KOPOJIEBCKUH Majiad He 3HAET, M0YeMy KOpPOJTio TOHaA00MIach
KaKas-To JEBYILKA U3 HUKHEro ropoaa?

— 41 He uuTa MBICIN.

— A xab. COKxoHOMUIIH OBl HAM 0OOMM MAacCy BpEMEHHU.

Kasn cHst nepyaTky ¥ MOJOKUIT UX PSIIOM.

Ha ero npaBoii pyke He ocTajioch cjiefa OT KPOBH, MOSIBUBILEHCS MMOCE UX MTPUKOCHOBEHUSI.
Hwu nopesa, Hu napanussl.

Bepa HeBOJIBHO ycTaBUJIach Ha €ro MaJlblibl.

— Yt0? — cpocui oH.

— BBl ckazanu, 4To BIIEpBBIE 32 CTO CEMBJIECST JIET MOYYBCTBOBAIN COOCTBEHHOE CepIIie.

— HMmenHo.

— Ho cepatie — 310 He TO, YTO YeJIOBEK OOBIYHO MEPECTAET UyBCTBOBATD.

— Bl ynuBuTEIbHO IPOHULIATENIBHBI.

— 4 cepb€3HO.

— A Toxe.

OH OTKHMHYJICSl HA CIIUHKY CHJIEHbS.

— Cr0 cembaecsT JeT Ha3a/ 5 3aKmour Joropop. C Tex mop Mo€ cepitie He OMIoch Tak, Kak
JOJKHO OUTBCS Cep/lie KMBOTO YesioBeKa. S He 4yBCTBOBAJI T0JI0/a, MOYTH HE OIIyIIai 00y U He
crapes. BzameH 51 momy4ns BO3MOXXHOCTb 3a0MpaTh Ha ceOst dy:KHe CMEPTH.

— BpnI yOuBaere smozieit?

— Her.

— Ho BBl nasiay.

— 51 ¥CIIONHA NPUTOBOPBHI.

— Vno6Hoe paznuyre.

— Paznuume mexay youiliel U cyabpeil Toxe CyIIeCTBYeT. XOTsI MHOI/IA OHO HEe TaK BEJHKO,
KaK XOTeJIOCh OBbl.

Bepa BHUMaTeIbHO MOCMOTpESIa Ha HETO.

— BuI geiicTBUTENIBHO BEpUTE B TO, UTO Jejiaete?

Kasn Hekoropoe BpeMs Moyail.

— Korpaa-to Bepui.

— A Teniepb?

— Tenepb s CIUIIIKOM JIOJTO KUBY, YTOOBI MO3BOJIATH ceOe MOAOOHYIO POCKOIIIb.

Kapera cBepHysia Ha mmpokyio yauily. KameHHas MocToBasi CMEHMIACh TNIAJAKUMU TUIMTAMH,
a JIoMa CTajM Bblllle ¥ HapsaHee. Ha nepekpécTkax CTOsIM KOPOJIEBCKUE CTPaKHUKH, a BJIOJb TPO-
TYapoB TSIHYJIUCh KEJI€3HbIE Orpajibl C OCTPHIMUA TUKAMM.

Briepenu nokasanace BBICOKAs apka.

3a Hell HauuHaJICs BepxHuil ropog — MecTo, Kyja *KUTEeJIU HM)KHUX KBapTaJIOB MOMaalvd
PEIKO Y UCKJIIOUMTENIBHO 1O HEMTPUATHBIM ITPUYMHAM.

Bepa orBepHyJ1ach OT OKHa.

— A YTO MPOUCXOAUT C AyIIaMH JIOJEH, Ybl0 CMEPTh BB 3a0Kpaete?

Briepssle 3a Bcro gopory Kasi nocMorpesn Ha HEE€ ¢ IBHBIM MHTEPECOM.

— [ouemy BbI ciiparvBaere?

— IloTomy 4TO BBI CKa3aJId, YTO BUIUTE KA3HEHHBIX BO CHE.

— 41 3TOrO HE rOBOPHUIL.
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Bepa 3amepna.

OHa fefiCTBUTEIbHO He TIOMHUJIA, YTOOBI OH IMPOM3HOCKIT TIOI00HBIe ciioBa. Ho B Ty HOUb, g
10 TIOSIBJIEHU Sl CTPAXkU, OHA yCJIbIIIaja Yyei-To rojoc. Tuxuii, nouru Hepasznuuumsblii. ['onoc, KoTopbiii
JOHOCHJICS] U3 TJTyOUHBI €r0 JIyIIH.

Ona ObL1a yBepeHa, u4To He MpHIyMaia ero.

— Toraa, BO3MOXHO, s IleperyTaia Bac ¢ KeM-TO APYI'UM, — CKa3aJla OHa.

— Bpsan .

— Tlouemy?

Kasn nopasicsa Boepén.

— [loromy uTO BBI BCE €1IIE HE OTBETUJIM HA MOK BOIIPOC.

— Ha xaxoi?

— YTO MMEHHO Bbl YBU/IEJIM B BOCIOMUHAHUAX Darapa Mosa?

Bepa cxaia pyku Ha KOJICHSIX.

Ona Morya pacckasaTh eMy O KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aJie, O YeJIoBeKe ¢ MeduoM, 00 youiictBe. Mora
Ja’e OIUCATh JEBYILKY B CEPOM ILIAThE.

Ho 4ro-TO ynepxusao e€.

CnoBa, NpOU3HECEHHBIE NEPEe]] UCUE3HOBEHUEM BUCHUS.

He nozeonsiii emy noaooume meosi.

Oma He 3HaJa, KTO OblIa 3Ta JEBYIIKA U MOYeMYy BBIIJIsIea TOYHO TaK ke, Kak oHa. He 3Hana,
OTKyJa Ta MorJa 3Hath 0 Kasne Beiipe. U yx TOYHO He OHMMasa, moyeMy e€ COOCTBEHHBIHN Tooc
MPO3BYYas B BOCIOMHUHAHUSIX COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOTO MYKUMHBI.

Ho ecnu nanay y3HaeT npasjy, OH MOXET peLlIUTb, YTO OHA OIACHa.

A Bepa He coOupaiach yMUpaTh M3-3a IyKHUX CEKPETOB.

— 41 yBuzena 4yenoBeka, KOTOpbIA youin Darapa, — oTBeTHIa oHa. — JIuIla He pasrisjerna.
OH 6bLT OfIET B YEPHOE U TOBOPHII CITOKOMHO. OUeHb CIIOKOMHO.

— Bui citbianu ero rosoc?

— Jla.

— V3Hanm Obl €ro, ecy yCIbIIIaa CHOBa?

— BosmoxHo.

Kasn orsén B3mIA.

— Torpa, xorma Mbl ipuOyaeM BO JIBOpEll, Bbl TIOBTOPHUTE BCE, UTO BUJIENIHU, KOPOJIO U €ro
COBETHHMKAaM.

— A ecnu 51 OTKaKyCh?

— Bac 0OBUHSAT B COKpBITHH CBEJICHUI 00 YOUICTBE HAC/IEIHUKA TIPECTOIA.

— BbI ymeere yoexaaTs.

— 4 He yoexaaio. S 0ObsACHSIO MOCIENCTBUS.

— W dro BHI cenaete, eciu s conry?

— VY3Hawo.

— Kakum o6pazom?

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— 4 ymero oTmmyarh JIOKb OT MPaB/bL.

Bepa xMbIkHYI1A.

— Ilo BeIpaxenuio auua?

— Ilo Bamemy cepary.

OHa HEeBOJIbHO NOJIOKWIIA JIAIOHb HA TPY/b.

— Bul citplmmTe, Kak 0HO ObETCS?

— WHorna.

— W 4to oHO roBoput certyac?

Kasn 3anepxait Ha Hell B3MJISAL.
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— UYro BB OOUTECH.

Bepa ycmexHyitach.

— TopasutenbHast JOraJMBOCTb. MeHs1 OOBUHSIIOT B YOUICTBE MPHUHIIA, BE3yT K KOPOJIIO, a
HAPOTUB CUAUT YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHI MOXKET Ka3HUTh MEHSI OIHUM MPUKA30M. YIUBUTEIBHO, UTO s
el11é He MOMPOCHIIACh JOMOM.

— Bb1 Goutech He MeHsl.

— Heyxenu?

— Bo1 Goutech TOro, 4TO YBU/IENM B BOCTIOMUHAHUSX.

Bepa nouyscTBOBaJIa, KaK BHYTPU BCE HAIIPAIIOCH.

Kasn He mor 3Hate 0 neBymike. He mor 3Hath 0 cioBax, KOTOpble OHa mpou3Hecaa. He mor
3HaTh, YTO BUJECHUE OCTABUJIO MOCTe ceOs OIyIeHue, OyITo KTO-TO 3arIsiHY/I B €€ JIyITy U HaIIeNn
TaMm HEYTO Yy:Koe.

U BcE xe OH cMOTpes Ha HEE Tak, CJIOBHO YiKe JIOrafaJics.

— Bu1 ommbaerech, — ckazana Bepa.

— B03MOXHO.

OH cHOBa HaJieJ IepyuaTKu.

— Ho ecnu BBI IpofioykuTe rath, BaM Oy/IeT TPyJHEe BBIKUTD.

Bepa oTBepHyachk K OKHY.

BriepBbie 3a 101T0€ BpeMsi € 3aX0TeJIOCh OKa3aThCs T YTOAHO, TOJILKO HE 37IECh.

JIBoperr DMpBEHCKHUX KOPOJIeH MOCTPOUIA Ha MECTe APEBHETO KJIaa0MIIa.

ITo kpaiiHeit mepe, Tak yTBEP:KAAIM TOPOJCKUE JIETEH/IbI.

CoryiacHO OJIHOW U3 HUX, MEPBBIA KOPOJIb TTPUKA3T BO3BECTH KPETOCTh Ha XOJMe, TJie ObUTH
MOXOPOHEHBI THICSYM MOTHOIIUX BO BpeMs BEJIMKOW uyyMbl. OH XOTesI, 4TOObI MEPTBbIE OXPaHSIIN
ero nmotoMkoB. COrIacHO Ipyroi, HUKAKOro KJaJOuila TaM HUKOTJA He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO, a JIETEH Ty
MPUAYMAIN HUIIKE, YTOOBI IyraTh OOraThIX.

Bepa He 3Hana, kakas Bepcus NpaBAKBa.

Ho, yBuzeB nBopeli, MoHsIa, moyeMy JIOOW NPearovnTaan He 00CyKIaTh ero mocie 3axoaa
COJIHLIA.

Bricokue GainHy MOJHUMAIIUMCh Haj TOPOIOM, CIIOBHO YEPHBIE MANbIIbl, TAHYLIHECS K HeOy.
CreHbl ObUTH CIIOJKEHBI U3 TEMHOTO KaMHsI, KOTOPBI HE OTpakaJsl COIHEYHBIN cBeT. Ha y3Kkux okHax
MOONECKUBAIIN cepeOpsIHBIE PEIIETKH, a BJIOJIb KPETIOCTHOTO PBA CTOSUTU CTATYH JIIOJCH C 3aKPHITHIMU
IJ1a3aMU.

Hexoropble n3 HUX MUIaKaiv KaMEHHbIMU CJIE3aMH.

Kapera ocranoBuiiach niepe[i riaBHHIMU BOPOTaMH.

CTpaXHUKU NPOBEPUIIN TOKYMeHThI Kassa, MOKJIOHWINCH U MPOITYCTHIIA UX BHYTPb.

3a cTeHaMu JIBOpPEL] OKa3aJICs ellE MpayuHee.

Bo BHYTpeHHeM j1Bope He ObLI0 HU (POHTAHOB, HU I[BETOUHBIX KJIyMO, HU TIPUBBIYHOM JIBOPIIO-
BOH cyeThl. TOJIbKO POBHBIE PsIJIbl TOJIBIX IEPEBbEB, KAMEHHbIE JOPOXKKHU U YEPHBIE (DAKesIbl, KOTOpbIE
ropenu jaxe Mpy THEBHOM CBETE.

Bepa BbIIIa U3 KapeThl 1 OCTAHOBUIIACH.

Han BX010M B IJ1aBHBIN KOPITYC BUCET OTPOMHBIN KOJIOKOJI.

Ero noBepxXHOCTb OKPBIBAIA COTHA UMEH, BBIPE3aHHBIX TOHKUMU OYKBaMH.

— Yt0 3107 — cnpocuiia oHa.

Kasn npocnenuin 3a e€ B3IAAOM.

— Konokon namsaru.

— Yrto oH nemaer?

— 3BOHHT, KOTJ]a YMUPAET YEJIOBEK, Ubsi CMEPTh MEHSIET CYb0y KOPOJIEBCTBA.

Bepa niepeurrana HECKOIBKO UMEH.
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Hexkotopple 66111 IOUTH CTEPTHI BpeMeHeM. [{pyrue BhINIsIe I CBeKUMHU.

OHa 3ameTwia umst Anprada SWPBEHCKOTO.

IMox HUM OBLTO BBIPE3aHO EIIE OTHO.

KASJI BEWP.

Bepa MenieHHO OBepHyIIach K najadvy.

— [Nouemy Baiie UM Ha KojoKose?

— [loromMy uTO OHAXABL 51 yMpY.

— Ho BbI GeccMepTHBI.

— 41 He roBOpMII, UTO GEecCMepTeH.

— BBl He cTapeeTe CTO CEMBIECHAT JIET.

— DTO HE OJHO U TO KE.

OH HanpaBuJICs K JIECTHUIIE.

Bepa nocnemmiia 3a HuM.

— A Korja Bbl yMpETe, KOJIOKOJI 3a3BOHUT?

— BosmoxHo.

— W 4ro Torpa ciayuurcs?

Kasn ocraHoBuiics y MaCCUBHBIX JIBEpEN.

— Torna BH y3HaeTe, 3a4eM KOPOJTI0 TIOHaAOOMIach IEBYIIKA, KOTOpask yMeeT pa3roBapuBarh
C MEPTBBIMU.

OH TOJIKHYJI ABEPb.

3a Hell HauMHAaJICS JUIMHHBIN KOPUIOp, OCBELIEHHBIN psiiamu cBeuell. Ha crenax Bucesnm nopr-
PeTHI IpeKHUX KopoJiel. VX nuiia Obl CypOBBIMH, IJ1a3a — TEMHBIMH, a PYKH TMOKOMJIUCH Ha PYKO-
SATSIX MEYEeH.

Bepa 3ameTnia, 4To Ha KaA0M MOPTpETe I'yObl ObLIIM TJIOTHO CXKATHI.

CJOBHO Xy/IOXKHUKH OOSLTHCH, YTO MEPTBBIE KOPOJIH 3arOBOPSIT.

B KoHIIe KOprIOpa CTOST My’KUMHA B OOPIOBOM Kam3osie. XyIOIIaBhli, C aKKypaTHO MOJICTPHU-
’KEHHOW OOpOION M AJTMHHBIMH NaJblIaMU, YHU3aHHBIMU TIEPCTHSIMU.

[Tpu Buze Kasna oH yneiOHYIICS.

— Haxkonen-to. Ero BesinuecTBO KIET YK€ HECKOJIBLKO YaCOB.

— 41 mpuOBLI, KaK TONBKO MOIYYHJI IPUKa3, — OTBeTHIT Kasit.

— Pazymeercs. A 310, JOMKHO OBITH, HAITIa 3HAMEHUTAS KOJTYHBS?

My>xurHa mocMoTpes Ha Bepy ¢ HecKpbhIBa€MBIM JIIOOOTBITCTBOM.

— Kanyiep OcBasnbii, — npencraBuiicsi oH. — COBETHHK €r0 BeJIMYeCTBa.

— Bepa Dcrenb.

— 3Hao, 3Hao. JleByIlIKa U3 HIXKHErO roposia, HeOOBIUHBIH Jap, BECbMa COMHHUTESIbHBIE 3HA-
KOMCTBA. M, KOHEUHO ke, yOUICTBO HACJEeHUKA MPECTOA.

— BbI Tak roBopurte, OyITO yKe BHIHECTH MHE ITPUTOBOD.

— Muast Mosi, B 3TOM JBOpIIE MPUTOBOPHI MHOTJA BBIHOCAT paHblIle, YeM OOBUHSIEMBIE yCIIe-
BalOT OTKPBITH POT.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— V¥ Bac 371ech Bce Takue npusiTHbie?

— Her, — otBeTi1 0H. — HekoTopble elg Xyke.

VipIOKa KaHIyiepa APOrHyJia.

— Baia manepa pasroBapuBarth ¢ JIIObMU NO-IPEKHEMY OCTABJISET XkenaTh Jaydiiero, Kas.

— A Baia MaHepa roBOPHUTb O JIIOZSIX TaK, CJIOBHO MX HET PsJOM, MO-IPEKHEMY OTBPATH-
TeJIbHA.

Ha mrHoBenue B mazax OcBasib/ia MeJIbKHYJIA HEHABUCTb.

Ho oH TyT %€ CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY.

— Koposb rotoB npuHATH Bac.
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OH pacrniaxHyJ1 1BepH.

Bepa oxupana yBuieTb TPOHHBIN 3aJ1.

Bmecto 3Toro mepea Heil okazasiach HeOOJNbINAsT KOMHATA C BBICOKUMH OKHAMH, TSKEIBIMU
IITOpaMH ¥ KAMUHOM, B KOTOPOM TropeJ OeJiblil OroHb. B IIEHTpe CTOsI MMCbMEHHBIH CTOJ, 3aBaJieH-
HBIT OymaraMu. 3a HUM CHJIE]T MyKYMHA JIeT MSTUAECATH C cepeOpssHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U JIUTIOM, KOTO-
poe MorJio OBl TIOKa3aThCst OJIArOPOIHBIM, eC/Ii Obl He T71a3a.

B ero B3midae OBUIO YTO-TO XUIIHOE.

OH He HOCHJI KOPOHY.

Ho Bepa cpa3zy nonsina, KTo nepej Heil.

Koponb DamyHa DiipBeHCKUH.

— Ocrasbre Hac, OcBaibg, — CKa3aI OH.

Kaniyiep NokJIOHWIICS U BBIIIIE.

Kopose nepesén B3mag Ha Kasa.

— ThI MOXKeEIlIb OCTAThCH.

3arem nocmorpes Ha Bepy.

— A BBI, JIOJDKHO OBITh, J€BYIIKA, KOTOPAs BUIUT MEPTBBIX.

— $1 BUXKy UX BOCIIOMUHAHUSI, Ballle BEIMYECTBO.

— Tewm nyurre.

OH OTJIOKUIT NEPO.

— Ckaxwure, Bepa Dcreinb, 4TO Bbl 3HA€TE O CMEPTU MOETO ChIHA?

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasNa, Kak Mepecoxyio BO PTy.

Omna mora Obl pacckazath npapay. O koposneBckoMm 3aie. O yenoBeke ¢ MmedoM. O JeByIIIKe,
MOXOXEH Ha HeE camy.

Ho npe:xxae yem oHa ycnena 3aroBOpuTh, KOPOJIb POU3HEC:

— He topormuteck ¢ orBeToM. MHe OBl He XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI BBl COJITAIH.

OH ynbIOHYIICS.

— Iocneanuit yenoBeK, KOTOPBIN CONraja MHE O CMEPTH MOETO ChIHA, JIMIIUIICS S3bIKA.

Kasn crosin HenopBrUAHO, CIOKUB PYKH 3a CIIMHOM.

Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha Hero, HajesaCch YBUAETh XOTh KaKOW-HUOyAb 3HakK. [IpemyrpexjieHue.
Coger. Yto yromHo.

Ho nanau cMotpesn Ha KOpoJis Tak, CJIOBHO ykKe 3HaJI, YeM 3aKOHUUTCS ITOT Pa3roBoOp.

Bepa menyieHHO BIOXHYIA.

— ¢1 Bunena yowiiily, Baiie BEJIMIECTRO.

VipI0ka KOpoJis ucuesna.

— Bl yBepenn1?

— Jla.

— U BBI MOXeTe y3HaTh ero?

— Ecim ycabiy ero rosoc.

SaMyH]1 DVPBEHCKUI MOTHSJICS U3-3a CTOJA.

— Kasa, Tw1 cibiman?

— Crplmias, Baille BeJIMYECTBO.

— 3HAYWT, Y HAC TOSBUJICS IIAaHC HAUTU YOUTILY.

Kopomnb 060mén cron u ocraHoBuIICA niepes Bepoid.

— Ho cHavana s Xo4y y3Hath OJIHY Belllb.

OH MOAHSIT PYKY ¥ OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICS €€ TIOA00PO/IKa, 3aCTaBIssl HOTHSATH TOJIOBY.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasia OTBpaIlieHUe, HO He OTCTPAHUJIACh.

— Ckaxure MHe, TUTsI, — TIPOIIENTaT KOPOJIb, — KOTJIa BBl CMOTPUTE Ha MEPTBHIX, BUIUTE
JI1 BBl X Aymu?

— WHorna.
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— W MoxeTte 11 Bbl BEPHYTh UX K KU3HU?

Bepa 3amepna.

— Her.

Koponb npucranabHO MocMOTpe Ha Hee.

3ateM yJbIOHYJICS TaK IMPOKO, YTO 3Ta YJIbIOKA MoKaszaiack Bepe crpaiHee 0001 yrpo3bl.

— Kak xaib.

OH otmycTiit €€ mogOOPOIOK U BEPHYJICS K CTONY.

— Toraa Ham NpUAETCS BOCMIONB30BAThCS APYTHM CIIOCOOOM.

— Kakum? — cnpocuna Bepa.

Koponb nocmotpen Ha Kasa.

— 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe Bbl MPOBEAETE 00Ps.

[Tanau He meTOXHYJICA.

— Kakoii 00psij1, Bailie BeJIM4ecTBO?

— Tot, KOTOPBIH THI MOKJISICS] HUKOT/IA OOJIbIIIE HE TIPOBOAUTD.

B komHare crano Tuxo.

Jlaxxe Oesblii OroHb B KAMHUHE, Ka3aJI0Ch, TIEPeCcTas MOTPECKUBATD.

Kasn meyieHHO nogHs royioBy.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Hampotus. Teneps y Hac ecTh BCE HEOOXOIUMOE.

— BBl HE TOHUMaeTe, YTO MPOCUTE.

— 4 npekpacHO MOHUMAIO.

Koponb 1osoxui 1agoHb Ha pacKphITYI0 KHUTY, JIEXKABIIYIO Ha CTOJIE.

Bepa yBuzena Ha €€ NMOXeNTEBLIMX CTPAHUIIAX PUCYHOK: YEJIOBEYECKOE CEepILE, OIUIETEHHOE
YEPHBIMUA KOPHAMMU.

INon HUM OBLITO BBIBE/IEHO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB HA CTAPUHHOM SI3BIKE.

Omna He 3HaJIa 3TOTO A3bIKA.

Ho Bc€ paBHO IOH:AIA CMBICIT HAJITUCH.

«IlycTh MEPTBBIN BCIOMHUT, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh *KUBbIM».

Koposib 3aKpbl1 KHATY.

— 3aBTpa Mbl y3HaeM, KTO YOI MOETO ChIHA.

OH nocMmotpen Ha Bepy.

— A ecu BC€ MOWIET TaK, Kak s HAJIEI0Ch, BB CMOXKETE BEPHYTh MHE TO, UTO sI TOTEPSI MHOTO
JIeT Ha3ag.

Bepa xotena cripocuTh, YTO IMEHHO OH MOTEPSLIL.

Ho B 3TtOoT MOMeHT Kasn marnyn Boepén.

— Her, — npousHéc on.

310 OBUIO MEpBOE CIIOBO, CKa3aHHOE UM 3a BCE BpeMsl Pa3roBOpa, B KOTOPOM HE CIIBIIIAIOCH
HU PaBHOYIIMS, HU HACMEIIIKH.

Tonbko xo01Has1, HETIOAIe/IbHAS SIPOCTb.

Koponb naxe He B3IISIHY/I HA HETo.

— 3aBTpa Ha paccrete, Kas.

— 4 He craHy 3TOrO AENaTh.

— Cranernib.

— 4 nokJsies. ..

— Tol TOKJIs7ICSE MHE, — TiepeOus Koposib. — U moka Thl HOCHIL Ha cebe MOU Jap, TBOU
KJISITBBI ITPUHA/IJIEKAT MHE.

Bepa nepesesna B3Is/1 ¢ OXHOIO MYKUMHBI Ha APYIOTO.

Tenepb OHa MOHMMAJIA, YTO €€ MPUBE3U BO JBOPEL] HE JIJIs1 PacciieJOBaHUS.

Oma 6bL1a Hy’KHA KOPOJTIO JIJIS1 Yero-To ropaszio 0osiee CTPaIiHoro.
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N Kasn Beiip, nocnennuii najiay KOpoJeBCTBA, BIEPBbIE 32 BCE YTPO BBIMIIS/IEN YETOBEKOM,
KOTOPBI IEHCTBUTETHHO OOUTCH.

Koponb cHoBa nocmotpen Ha Bepy.

— OtBeaurte e€ B 3anmagHoe Kpbuto. [TycTh MOATOTOBAT KOMHATY U MPOCNENAT, YTOOBI OHA HU
C KEM He pasroBapuBaJa.

JIBO€ CTpaKHUKOB MOSIBUINCH Y JBEPU.

Bepa He nBuHYIach ¢ MecTa.

— A ecnu 51 OTKaKyCh y4acTBOBaTh B BareM oopsizie?

Koponb ynbioHysICS.

— Torpa, nutd, Kasny npua€rcs Ka3HUTh Bac 10 paccBeTa.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak XOJIOACIOT NaJbLbI.

OHa noBepHyJIach K majiauy.

WM yBupnena, 4To OH CMOTPUT HE Ha HEE.

Ha ero 3ansictee cHOBa MpOCTYNUI YEPHBIH 3HAK.

Tonbko Tenepb OH MOAHUMAJICS BBIIIE, K JIOKTIO, CJIOBHO IO/l KOKEW MEJIEHHO MpopacTaiv
TOHKHE KOPHHU.

Kasn cxxan pyky B KyJak.

N Bepa ychbliana TUXHIA TOJIOC.

He ronoc xopossa. He ronoc crpaxHHAKOB.

Tonoc, TOHOCHUBIIMIACS U3 TTyOMHBI 4yXKOW JTyIIIH.

Yoeri eé.

Kasn nobnennern.

A T0J10C TIOBTOPUIIL:

Yoerii eé¢, noxa ona ne 6cnomnuna.
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I'naBa 3. 3anagHoe KpbLIO

— V06eli eé, Toka OHa He BCIIOMHUJIA.

T'omoc mpo3Byyast Tak OTYETIMBO, YTO Bepa HeBOJIbHO 0OEpHYIIacCh.

3a e€ CIMHON HUKOro HE OBLIO.

TonbKO KOpOIb, JBOE CTPAKHUKOB M BBICOKasl BEPb, Bedylllass B KOpUAOp. benblii Oronb B
KaMUHE OTOpachIBaJl HA CTEHBI [UIMHHbIE TEHU, a 32 OKHAMU COOMPAITUCH TYUH, XOTS el HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT Ha3aJ] HeOO HaJl TBOPIIOM ObLIIO SICHBIM.

Bepa cHoBa nocmortpena Ha Kasna.

OH cTOs1T HENOJIBMKHO, CKaB MPaByI0 PyKY B KyJak. 1o ero miry HeBO3MOKHO ObUIO MOHSITS,
YTO MPOUCXOAUT, HO Ha IlIee IMOJ TOHKOW KOXKeW IMyJIbCHpOoBaJla TEMHAs KUJIKA. YEpHBIN 3HAK Ha
3aI5ICTbe MOAHUMAJICS BCE BBIIIE, PACIION3AsICh MO PYKE TOHKUMH BETBSIMHU.

— Kasn? — npousHec Koposb.

ITanauy He oTBETUII.

— Kasn, 51 obpamatock k Tede.

— 4 cabiity, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

— Toraa oOBsICHU, YTO TPOUCXOMUT.

— Huuero, 4Tto Tpe6oBasio Obl OOBSCHEHUH.

Koposb MennieHHO nonHsics u3-3a CToJa.

— ToI 3a0BIBacIIbCA.

— Her. 4 cimmkoM xopouo nomMHio.

OTU ClI0Ba MOBUCIIY B BO3yXE.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha KOpoJisi M BIIEPBBIE 3AMETUJIA, YTO TOT HE CTOJILKO PACCEPKEH, CKOJIBKO
Haryrad. Ero masbIpl cxkanm Kpai crona. Ha 0y BbIcTynuIa ucnapyHa, XoTsl B KOMHATe ObUIO TTPO-
XJIaHO.

OH 6osu1ca Kasna.

WNm toro, 4To HAXOAKUIOCH BHYTPU HETO.

— VYBeauTe AeBYILIKY, — MpUKa3al DIMYHI.

CTpaXHUKM LIArHYJIA BIIEPEL,.

— Ilonoxaure, — ckasaia Bepa.

— Bawm 0bL10 npuKazaHo MoOTYaTh, — OTPE3al KOPOJib.

— A Bam, KaxkeTcsi, ObUTO MPUKA3aHO OOBSCHUTH, 3a4eM Bbl COOMPAETECHh IPOBOAUTH KAKOU-TO
00psin. Ho Mbl 00a OHMMAaeM, YTO CeroJHsI He JICHb MCTIOJTHEHHS JKEJIaHUH.

OpavH U3 CTPa)KHUKOB CXBATHUII €€ 32 JIOKOTb.

Bepa pe3ko BbIBEpHYIACh.

— Pyku yOpaut.

— JIOBOJIBHO! — PSBKHYJI KOPOJIb.

B stor mur Kasn noassn ronosy.

— He Ttporaiite e€.

CrpaxkHuK 3amep.

Bepa Toxe.

B ronoce nanava He ObIJIO HU YrpO3bl, HU TIOBBIIIICHUsT TOHA. OTHAKO 00a CTpakHUKA OTCTY-
MWJIH, CIIOBHO MeX1y HUMHU U Ka3/10M BHE3aIHO BO3HUKJIA ITPONACTb.

Koposs nmodnennernt.

— ThI 3a0BL1 CBOE MECTO.

— Mo€ MecTo — psIoM C TeMHU, KOrO Bbl NpUKa3blBaeTe KazHUTh. He psanoMm ¢ temu, KTo
BBIHOCHUT ITPUTOBOPBI.

— Ocropoxnee, Kaai.
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— 51 OCTOpOXEH ykE CTO CEMBAECHAT JIET.

[Tanau pazxan Kynak.

YEpHble TMHUM HA €r0 PyKe Havyalu MEIJICHHO Ucue3aTh, BTATUBAsCh Mo KOoxy. OH cMoTpen
Ha HUX C BHIPAXCHUEM YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPBIN HaOMoaaeT 3a mpuoOImkeHueM Hen30eKHOM KaTtacTpodsbl.

Bepa He BolgEpKana:

— Y0 370 32 rosoc?

Kasn pe3ko noBepHysics K HEW.

— Kakoti ronoc?

— Tor, KOTOpBI TpUKa3aa BaM MeHsI YOUTb.

Ha nunie koposist oTpasuiicst HEMOAJEIbHBIN YKac.

Bcero Ha Mraosenue.

Ho Bepa ycniena ero 3aMeTuTh.

Kasn mogomén k Heit Tak OBICTPO, YTO OHA He ycrenaa OTCTynuTb. OH CXBaTui e€ 3a IUiedo U
HaKJIOHWICS K CAMOMY YXY.

— BBl HAYEro He CIIbIIIAIHN.

— 4 npekpacHoO ciblana.

— Tornaa 3a0yzpTe.

— Eciu 651 51 ymernna 3a0bIBaTh BCE HEMTPUSTHOE, YTO CO MHOW TTPOMCXOIWT, MOSI JKU3HB ObLTa
Obl 3HAUMTEJIHHO ITPOIIIE.

Ero nasblipl C:kanuch CUIbHEE.

— Bepa, nociymaiite MeHs1. B ciepytonuii pa3, Korja yciblluTe 3TOT TOJ0C, He OTBEeYanlTe
emy. He 3aiaBaiite BorpocoB. He nbitaiitech MOHATH, 4Y€rO OH XOUeT.

— Tlouemy?

Kasn nocmotpern et B riaza.

— [ToToMy 4TO OH TOXkE BaC CJIBILIUT.

OH oTmycTu eé€.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasa, Kak MO CITUHE MPOOEKAI XOIOIOK.

— Yrt0 3710 3HAUUT?

— 3HauuT, 4TO BaM CJIeJyeT OTIPABUTHCS B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— Bl He MOeTe MPOCTO cKa3aTh TaKoe U yUTH!

— Mory.

— Torna s Oyay Kpuvarth.

— B 3anagHOM Kpblle TOJICThIe CTeHbl. MoXkeTe KpruiaTh CKOJIbKO YTOJHO.

— Bbl HEBBIHOCUMBI.

— MHe yacto 00 3TOM TOBOPAT.

Kasn oreepHysics k Kopoto.

— OOpsi1 HEe COCTOUTCH.

SAMYH]1 ME[IEHHO BBIIIPSIMUJIICS.

— ThI HE B TOM TOJIOKEHUH, YTOOBI pellarh.

— BosmoxHo. Ho Bbl BCE el He 3HaeTe, 4To MMEHHO MPUBE3JIN B CBOM JIBOpEII.

Koposnes nodnennen eme cuibHee.

— 41 3Ha10 AOCTaTOYHO.

— Her, Baiie BesinuecTBO. Bbl 3HaeTe JIMIIb TO, YTO BaM MO3BOJIMJIN Y3HATD.

Heckomnbko cexkyH My KUUHBI CMOTPEJIH IPYT Ha JIpyra.

3arem DAMYH/ MPOU3HEC:

— Jlo paccBeta, Kasn. ¥V 1e0s ecth Bpems JI0 paccBeTa.

[Tanay HUYErO HE OTBETUIL.

OH HanpaBuJICA K IBEpH, HO, MPOXOAsl MUMO Bepsl, TUXO ckazai:

— He nogepsiiiTe HUKOMY B TOM JBOpIIE.
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— Jlaxxe Bam?

Kasn ocranosuscs.

— OcobeHHO MHe.

U Bbimes.

Bepa ocranace CToATh NIEpe KOPOJIEM, IBITASACh MTOHATH, KAaK 32 OJHO yTPO €€ KU3Hb yCIesa
MIPEBPATUTHCS B AYPHYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW JIa)Ke€ CaMblil CTPAILIHBII NEPCOHAK MPEeAyNpexaal eé
00 OMacHOCTH.

— VBeaurte e€, — ycTajio npuKazan DIMyH]I.

Ha stot pa3 Bepa He conpoTusisiiiack.

Ho, npesx/ie uem CTpakHUKH BHIBEJH €€ U3 KOMHATBI, OHa OOEpPHYJIaCh.

Kopons crosin y kamuHa, r1si/1s1 Ha OroHb. Ero ryOsl 6e33By4YHO 1IEBEIMIIUC.

Bepa He ciblinana ciioB.

3aTo npouunTaga ux Mo ABUKEHUIO pTa.

Hoorcanyticma. Toavko He cHoaa.

3anagHoe KPbUIo HAXOAUJIOCH B CTapeuIliei yacTu ABOpIia.

Kopunops! 31ech ObUTH Y3KUMU, TOTOIKA — HU3KAMHU, & CTEHbI CIIOXKEHbI U3 TAKOTO TEMHOTO
KaMHSl, YTO Jaxe MpHU cBeTe (hakesoB Ka3auch MouTy y€pHpiMU. OKHA BCTpedanuch penko. Ha nse-
PSIX BHCENIU TSDKENBIE 3aMKH, a B YIJIaX MOTOJKA TEMHEH ISTHA, HAOMUHABIIME CJIE/Ibl IABHETO
noxapa.

Bepa nuta Mexay IByms CTpaXHUKAMH.

OpnuH ObLT MOJIOABIM, C ITYIITIKOM HaJ1 BEpXHEW ryOoid ¥ CITUIIKOM OOJbIIMMU Aocriexamu. Bro-
PO, IOKWION U CYTYJIBIN, XpOMaJl Ha JIEBYIO HOTY.

— JlaBHO pabotaete Bo aBopiie? — cnpocuia Bepa.

Monono# cTpakHUK MPOMOJTYA.

Crapimii nokocuscs Ha Hee.

— JlocTaTo4HoO.

— W yacTo K BaM MpUBO3AT OOBUHEHHBIX B YOUICTBE MPUHIIEB?

— 3amouyu, JeBKa.

— Tonumaro. Taxensie Bpemena. Ciryxk0a, HaBepHOE, HEPBHAS.

Crapumii OCTAHOBUJICSI U TIOBEPHYJICS K HEH.

— [Mocnymiait MeHst BHUMATENBHO. §l He 3Hal0, YTO ThI 32 BeIbMa U KaKKe UTPhI 3aTesUIN KOPOJIb
¢ nasiayoM. Ho ecm Xoverb J0KUTH [0 3aBTPAIIIHETO YTpa, epecTaHb 3aaBaTh BOIPOCHL.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Hero.

— A ecnu 51 He xouy?

Crapuk npuOIM3muiIcs.

Ot Hero naxJjo TabakoM, MOKPOH IEPCTHIO U YeM-TO TOPbKHM.

— Tornaa Teds 31eCch MOXOPOHSIT.

— B 3anagHoMm Kpbuie?

OH He OTBETUII.

Bepa ynbiOHy1aCh.

— 3Hauur, 5 yrajaana.

Crapuk cxBaTwJI €€ 3a IJIe40, HO MOJIOION CTPaKHUK HEOKMJAHHO BMEIIAJICS:

— Ocrtasb e€, Xanpg. [Iprka3zaHo T0CTaBUTH 3aKTIOYEHHYIO B KOMHATY, a He U30UBAaTh.

— ThI €€ CIUIIKOM MOJIOA, YTOOBI YIUTh MEHs CITykOe.

— A TBI CJIMIIIKOM CTap, YTOObI 320bIBATh MPUKA3bI.

Crapuk otmycrun Bepy.

OHM IPOAOSIKWIIN MTyTh B MOTYAHUH.
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B koH1Ie KOprIOpa HaXoAMIAch JBEpPh U3 TEMHOTO 1yOa. Ha Heil He ObLIo HU pyYKH, HA 3aMOY-
HOM CKBaXXHUHBI — TOJIBKO cepeOpsiHasi TUIACTUHA C N300pakeHNEeM 3aKPBITOTO I71a3a.

Monono# cTpaXkHUK JOCTaJ KJII0Y M MPUJIOKUI €T0 K TUIACTUHE.

Pazpancs Tuxuii memyoxk.

JIBEpb OTKpBLIACK.

— 3axonure, — cKa3aJjl OH.

Bepa nepecrynuia nopor.

KomHata okazanach HEOXKHMJAHHO TIPOCTOPHOM. B Hell cTosi KpoBaTh ¢ OAIaXUHOM, IHCH-
MEHHBII CTOJI, JBa Kpeciia U BBICOKMI 1IKad ¢ pe3HbIMU ABEpLAMU. Y CTEHbl HAXOAWJICS KAMUH, B
KOTOPOM YK€ MOTPECKUBAJIM ipoBa. Ha MOJOKOHHUKE CTOSUT KYBILIMH C BOIOW U JIEKAaJI0 HECKOJIBKO
CBEKUX sIOJIOK.

Bc€ ObLI0 YMCTHIM, aKKYPATHBIM M TTOYTH YIOTHBIM.

Nwmenno sto HacTopoxkuio Bepy.

— Kakas 3a60ta, — npousHecna ona. — A tiern rae?

Crapumii CTpakHUK 3aXJIOIHYJI IBEpPb.

— He myTtu ¢ Tem, 4yero He MOHUMAEIIb.

[IenkHy 3aMOK.

Bepa noporna k gsepu v noaepraia ec.

3anepro.

Pazymeercs.

Omna ocMmoTpesa koMHaty. Ha mepBblii B3I OOBIYHAS CHIAJIBHS, HO 32 TSIKEIBIMU ITOPAMU
OOHApYKMJIACh y3Kas METaJUTMYEecKash pelieéTka, a Ha BHYTPEeHHEeH CTOPOHE JBEpH ObLTA BbIPE3aHbI
MEJIKKE CUMBOJIBL.

Bepa 3Has1a HEKOTOpBIE U3 HUX.

3aluTHBIE 3HAKY.

TonbKko npeJHa3HavyaIMch OHU HE U1 3allMThI YeJIOBEeKa OT BHEIIIHETO MUPA.

OHM He NO3BOJISUIN YEMY-TO, HAXOAUBLIEMYCsI BHYTPA KOMHATbI, BBIUTH HAPYKYy.

Bepa MenieHHO oTcTymnua OT IBEpU.

— IIpekpacHo, — mpodopmoTaia oHa. — [IpocTo 3amevaTenbHO.

Ona nposepuia mkad, 3arisiHy/Ia Mo KpoBaTh U olllynana creHsl. Huyero nono3purenbHOro
HE HalllIa, €CJIM He CUUTaTh TOTO, YTO Ha CTOJIE JIeKaJl YMCTHIN JIUCT Oymaru, a psjjoM CTOsIJIO Yep-
HWJIBHOE MEPO.

Bepa nopomnna 6mke.

Ha nmcre Obut0 HammucaHo e€ nuMsl.

He npocro nms.

[TonHocTHIO.

Bepa Jcreas.

[Ton HUM cTosia nara €€ poKACHHUS.

A HUKEe — 7aTta, KOTOPOU €Il He CYIECTBOBAJIO.

Bepa nepeunrana e€ TpuKIbL.

UYepes cemb JHE.

Ona 1nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MOXOJIO/ENH TAJIbLIBL.

— Yro 3a...

B 310T MOMEHT 3a CcTeHOM pa3jaics CTyK.

Tpu KOPOTKHX yaapa.

Bepa 3amepna.

CTyK NOBTOpPUIICS.

OHa 0CTOpPOXkHO MOAOILIA K CTEHE U MPUJIOKUIIA K HEH JIa/IOHb.

KameHb ObLT JICISTHBIM.
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— K10 Tam? — miporentana oHa.

OTBeta He Mocye0BaJIO.

Bepa yxe cobupanach OTONTH, KOTJa yCIIbIIIaIa )KeHCKUI TOJIoC.

Tuxwii, XpUIUTBIHA, CJIOBHO TOHOCUBIIIUACS W3 TIyOMHBI KOJIOIIA.

— Bepa...

OHa oTnépHysa pyKy.

l'osoc npousnéc e€ nms cHoBa.

— Bepa Dcreib. ..

Ha stort pa3 Bepa y3Hana ero.

ToT ke royoc 3Byyasi B BOCIIOMUHAHUSX darapa Mojuia.

Tonoc eByIIKY B CEPOM IUIAThE.

— Kro th1? — cripocuiia Bepa.

3a CTeHOU MOCIIBIIIAJICS TUXUNA CMEX.

— To1 yxe 3Haenb.

— Her, He 3Ha0.

— 3Haenb. [TpocTo GOUIILCS BCIIOMHUTD.

Bepa orcrynuna Ha mar.

— Yro THI XOUeIh?

Ha mMrHoBeHve Bomapuiach TUIIMHA.

3arem rojoc MpoOU3HEC:

— He no3Bonsaii emy nmpoBecTy 0OpsiI.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak cepaie yaapuiaoch o péopa.

— Kakoii 06psin?

— Tor, yTO BEpHET MEPTBOrO KOPOJIA.

Bepa MenieHHO nocmMoTpena Ha JBepb.

DamyH1 DiipBeHcKui ObUT xxUB. OHA BUIENa €ro, pa3roBaprBalia C HUM M CJIBIIIIANA eT0 roJoc.

Ho neBymka 3a cteHoO# roBopujia Tak, CIOBHO KOPOJIb ykKe yMep.

Wnu cIoBHO HACTOSIIITUE KOPOJTb JABHO JIeXkKasl B MOTHIIE, 4 YeJIOBEK, CHJICBIIIUH 32 CTOJIOM, ObLI
KEeM-TO JIPyTUM.

— Kro 11?7 — nosTopuiia Bepa.

T'onoc cran tvie.

— 41 Ta, KeM THI CTaHEIlb, €CJIH OH IOIIOOUT TeOs.

A TIOTOM 3a CTEHOM pa3jajics MIyXou yaap.

Bepa ormarHysnace.

W B Ty Xe CeKyH/y KTO-TO MOCTYy4asl B IBEPb.

Tpuxnapl.

Ha stoT pa3 cHapyxu.

— Bepa Dcrens? — pazpancs myxckoit ronoc. — OTKpouTe.

OHa y3Hasa ero He cpasy.

Tonoc 6bUT MOJTOIBIM, IPUATHBIM, TIOUYTH MSATKUM.

Ho korga mysxunHa npousHEC e€ uMsi BO BTOpPOH pa3, Bepa mouyBcTBOBasa, Kak 1Mo Koxe mpo-
0exany MyparKku.

310 OBUI TOJIOC YOUHIIBI M3 BOCIIOMUHAHUI Darapa Mosia.

Toro camoro yenoBeKa, Ybero Juiia OHa TaKk U He CMOTJIa YBUJIETh.

— ¢ 3Ha10, YTO BHI TaM, — TPOJOJIKUI He3HAKOMell. — W 3Hato, YTO BbI CJIBIIIIAIIH.

Bepa menyienHo nocraiia u3-3a rnosica KOCTSIHOM HOX.

— K10 BHI?

3a 1BephI0 TUXO PACCMESITHCH.

— YenoBek, KOTOPBIA COOMpPAETCs TIOMOYb BaM.
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— MHe He HyXHa IOMOILb.

— Bce Tak roBopAT nepes TeM, Kak yMepeTb.

Bepa kpenue cxana HOK.

— Ecnu BB punu MeHst yOuTh, moyeMy npocTo He BOUAETe?

— Ioromy 4TO ABEpH 3arEepTa.

— Torma Mbl 002 MOXEM CUUTATh TOT Pa3roBOP 3aKOHUYEHHBIM.

My:xunHa B3I0XHYJI.

— BbI ymuBUTENHHO MOXOKHU HA HEE.

Bepa nepecrana gplmars.

— Ha koro?

— Ha neBymiky, kotopyio Kasn Beiip youn cto ceMpaecsrT JieT Ha3af,.

Oma ycrplnana, Kak He3HaKOMell TPUOIU3UIICS K IBEPH.

— Cmpocure ero 06 3tom, Bepa. CipocuTte, modemy OH 70 CUX MOp He MOXeT ymepeTb. Crpo-
CHTE, TTI0YeMy KOpOoJib OOUTCSI COOCTBEHHOTO Tayiava. U rnaBHoe. ..

['onoc nonwm3wiics 10 menora.

— Cnpocwure, 4b€ cepiiie OH HOCUT B CBOEU I'PYyAH.

Bepa nmocmortpesna Ha creHy.

3a Heil ObUTO THXO.

Hukakoro apixaHusi, HIKaKoro mopoxa.

ToJbKO XONOAHBIN KAaMEHb.

— UYro BHI 3HaeTe 00 00psaae? — CIpOCHIIa OHa.

Myx4rHa HE OTBETHUJL.

BwmecTto 310ro nocipImanmch mard.

OH yxonut.

Bepa Opocunach K ABepU M yaapuia 1o Hel J1aJI0HbIO.

— [opoxaure! Bel HE MoXkeTe MPOCTO. ..

— Mory, — oro3BaJicsl He3HaKOMell U3 Kopuaopa. — [loBepbTe, 1 yMeI0 OCTaBIISATh JIOAEH C
BOIPOCaMH.

[laru 3aTuxim.

Bepa ocranace onHa.

Omna J01T0 CTOSsIIa TIOCPEer KOMHATBI, C)KUMasi KOCTSIHOW HOX, M TBITaIach cOOpaTh BOSIMHO
BCE, UTO y3HaJIa 3a MOCJIEIHUE YaChl.

Kopormb xoten mpoBecTu oOpsi.

Kasn orkazancs.

KT0-T0O M3 MEPTBHIX MpeayIpexkaa e€, 9to oOps] BEPHET yMepIIero KOpossl.

A yowmiinia Darapa Mosia yTBepikaai, 4To CTO ceMb/IecT JieT Ha3aa Kasn yout AeByIKy, oxo-
Ky10 Ha Bepy.

Bc€ 310 MOT710 OBITH JIOKBIO.

Ho civimkom MHOroe coBmaaso.

Bepa nopionia k croy u emnié pa3 mocMoTpesia Ha JIMCT OyMarwu.

Eé nms.

Hara poxnaeHus.

W nara, koTopasi HACTYNIUT Yepe3 CeMb JHEN.

OHa nepeBepHyJia JIUCT.

Ha oboporte crosiiia kopoTkas ¢pasa.

«Ecan nana4d moo0uT Teds, Thl yYMPEIIL BMECTO HETO».

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK K ropiy MOJKaTHIBAET TOIHOTA.

3arem cKoMKaJia Oymary u Opocuiia e€ B OrOHb.

JIucT BCOBIXHYJT MTHOBEHHO.
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Ilams Ha ceKyHy CTajio YEPHBIM.

A moTom 13 KaMmuHa JoHEccs rojoc Kasna.

— Bepa.

OHa pe3ko 0OepHyIach.

B kKoMmHaTe HUKOro He ObLIO.

Ho ronoc npo3By4an cHoBa — Ha 3TOT pa3 IpsMO 3a €€ CIIUHOM.

— Yo OB BBl HU YCTIBIIIAIN CETOTHS HOYBIO, HE OTKPhIBATE JBEPH.

Bepa meieHHO MOBepHYIach K CTEHE.

— BuI ciienure 3a MHOIM?

— 41 meITaloch Bac 3aIUTUTD.

— Ot xoro?

3a CTEeHOM MOCTBIMIANCS TSKEBINA B3JI0X.

— Or TOrO, KEM 5 CTAaHOBJIIOCD.

U B 3T0T MOMeHT Bepa ycnplimana, Kak B TIyOHHE ABOPLIA YAApUIT KOJOKOJ.

OpnuH pas.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.

Omna nopoIa K OKHy.

Hapn u€papivu GarmHssMu JBOpIIa He ObUIO HU €IMHOTO 00J1aKka, HO He0O IMOTEMHEJIO TaK, CJIOBHO
HACTyIWIa HOYb. Ha BHyTpeHHeM JBOpe CTPaKHUKHM OpOocasii OpyXue ¥ Maaaiv Ha koneHu. Ciayru
BHIOCTAJIN U3 IBEpEl, 3aKPhIBAs YIIIH.

Konokosn npogoskain 3BOHUTS.

Bepa He 3Hana, 4TO OH BO3BEIIIAET.

Ho BHe3arnHo noHsiia, 4To BCe MMEHa, BHIPE3aHHBIE HA €r0 MOBEPXHOCTH, TOSIBUIIUCH TaM HE
MPOCTO TaK.

Kaxnoe nmpuHajyiexano 4eIoBeKy, Ubsi CMEPTh OTHAX bl M3MEHIIIA CYIbOY KOPOJICBCTBA.

W cpeau vux 6bu10 MMs Kasna Beiipa.

IMocnenunii najay ObLI KUB.

Ho kosokon yxe oriakuBaj ero CMepThb.

Koraa nocnennuit ynap 3atux, Bepa ycnplmana, Kak 3a CTEHOM KTO-TO 3arlIakal.
Tuxo, 6e3yTelIHo, CIOBHO TUIAYYIIUH K JaJ1 TOTO MOMEHTA CTO CEMbJIECST JIeT.
A MOTOM roJIOC AEBYIIKH IPOU3HEC:

— OH yxe BbIOpas 1eds.

Bepa npuxaia n1aioHb K XOJIOIHOMY CTEKIT.

— Kr10?

OTBeT npuIien He cpasy.

— Tor, KTO YOMI MEHsI.

Bepa 3akpplia masa.

W BriepBbie 32 BeCh AEHb €H CTAJIO MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY CTPAIITHO.

[ToTromMy uTO rosoc 3a cTeHou ObUT €€ COOCTBEHHBIM.
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I'naBa 4. Cepane nmoj 3aMKOM

INepBoe, uto Bepa moHsi1a mociie TpeTbero yaapa KojoKoia, — JBOPeIl OOJIbIIie He IPUHA IIe-
JKaJI JKUBBIM.

Bropoe — HUKTO, KpoMe HEE, 3TOro He 3ameyall.

3a cTeHO CTUXJIM Iary. [ ie-To BHU3Y pa3aalicsl UCITyTaHHBIN KPHK, TYT ke 00OpPBaBIIHIACS Ha
noyciyiose. [1o Kopuopy NMpoKaTUiCs IMIEJIECT TUIAThEeB U TSKENBIX IIALIEH: TPUIBOPHBIE CHICIUIN
K OKHaM, CTPaXHHUKH MEPEKIIUKAIINCh, a CIIYTH, 3a0BbIB O MPHJIMYUSIX, BHIOSTATN U3 CBOMX KOMHAT.

Ho HMKTO HEe mpOM3HOCHII BCIyX TOrO, UTo Bepa Bujena coOCTBEHHBIMU IJ1a3aMHu.

Ha nBepu e€ KOMHaThI, MOBEPX 3AIUTHBIX 3HAKOB, TPOCTYITMJIA TOHKASA YEpHAs TPELIUHA.

OHa pociia MeIJIEeHHO, CJIOBHO HEBUAMMAS PyKa BbIBOJIWJIA HA IEPEBE MUCbMEHA.

Bepa orcrynuna Ha miar.

— Hy koHeuHo, — ripo6opmoTaia oHa. — Bbu1o Obl CTpaHHO, eciiu Obl HOUb 3aKOHYMJIACH 0e3
TIOTIBITKA MEHSI yOUTb.

TpemmHa U30rHyJIaCh.

Ha mraosenue Bepe nokaszanock, 4To oHa cKJiaapiBaercsi B OykBbl. Ho mpex e, yeM Ta ycrena
pazo0paTh UX, pa3naics CTyK.

Tpu KOpPOTKHX yaapa.

— He orkpbiBaiiTe, — NMPOU3HEC 32 ABEPHIO 3HAKOMBIN MYKCKOU TOJI0C.

Kasn.

Bepa enBa He paccmesiiack.

— Bl ynuBuTe1bHO BOBpEMsi BCHOMHIIIM O COOCTBEHHOM COBETE.

— Bepa.

BriepBbie 3a BCE BpeMsl MX 3HAKOMCTBA OH MPOU3HEC e€ uMsl Oe3 HacMeIlKH, 0e3 XOJIOIHOTO
pazapakeHus U 6e3 Tor OTCTPAHEHHOM YUTUBOCTU, KOTOPOM MPUKPHIBAIACH €0 KECTOKOCTb.

IIpocro Bepa.

N nouemy-To OT 3TOro CTano crpaiiHee.

— Oronure OT 1BepU, — BEJIEN OH.

— A BbI coOunpaeTech OOBSICHUTD, TOYEMY KOJIOKOJI OTUIAKMBAET YeIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIN CTOMT 3a
MOEU JBEPbIO U pa3JacT pacropsKeHUs1?

— Her.

— Kakoe pa3ovapoBanue. § yxe mpurotoBIIach yCIbIIaTh YTO-HUOYIb YOS UTETBHOE.

— Oronaure.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha YEPHYIO TPELIVHY.

— C ynoBonbcrBreM. Ho cHavyasia ckaxure: 3TO Bbl?

3a 1Bepblo MOBUCIIA THUILIMHA.

— Yr0o nMeHHO?

— To, uto neITaeTCA MPOPBATHCS B MOKO KOMHATY.

— Her.

— Torna nouemy OHO MOSABWJIOCH Cpa3y MOCJIE TOTO, Kak Bbl YU ?

— Iloromy 4TO 4 ymén.

OTBeT mpo3Byyasl HACTOIBKO MpayuHo, 4To Bepa nepecrana yisioaThbes.

Omna caenana aBa mmara Ha3aj,.

TpeumwHa Ha ABepu nepecraja pacTu.

— Y10 3TO0 3HAUUT? — COPOCHJIA OHA.

— Tloka s HaxOXyCh PAAOM, OHO JEPKUTCS HA PACCTOSIHUU.

— A Korja Bbl yxogure?

— OHO BCIIOMHHAET, YTO Bbl CYHIECTBYETE.
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Bepa MenieHHO BBIIOXHYJIA.

— 3Haere, 7151 YeIOBEKa, KOTOPHIA XOUEeT MEHsI 3alllUTUTh, Bbl KpailHe HEeYIauHO BhIOMpaeTe
OOBSICHCHUS.

— 41 He obemiasn, 4YTo BaM MOHPABUTCS MPaB/A.

— A BBI YBEpEHBI, UTO TOBOPUTE UMEHHO TpaBy?

— Her.

ITO NpU3HAHKE 3aCTAJIO €€ BPACILIOX.

Bepa oxuaana npuBBIYHON XOJIOAHOM OTHOBEIM, OUEPEIHOM 3aralky WU IIPUKa3a 3aMoT4yarh.
Ho Kasn otBeTn1 tak mpocTo, CJIOBHO AEUCTBUTEIBHO HE 3HAJI, YEMY BEPUTD.

Omna noponia K JBepy ele Ha 1ar.

— Torpaa yero Bl OT MEHs XOTUTE?

— Yt00BI BB TOXKUIIM IO PAcCBeTa.

— A nocrne?

— Tlocne Mbl BBISICHUM, NIOYEMY CMEpPTh Balllero HACJIeJHOIrO MPUHIIA OKa3ajlach CBSI3aHaA C
MOEH.

— BblI Bellb HE yMepIIH.

— BbI TOXXe Tak cunrtaere?

OH npou3HEC 3TO THUXO.

CauIikoM Tuxo.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha aBeph, 32 KOTOPOW CTOSUT YEJIOBEK, Yb€ MMs MOSIBUIIOCh Ha KOJIOKOJIE
MaMSITH PSIIOM C UMEHEM MOruoIIero NpuHIa. YesnoBek, KOTOPbI CTO CEMBIECST JIeT 3a0upa uyKue
CMEpPTH, HO, K&KETCsI, TaK ¥ HE HAYUMJICS IOHUMATh COOCTBEHHYIO.

— Kasn, — ckazana oHa. — YTo ciyumsioch ¢ BaMu 1ocjie TpeThero yaapa?

— Huvyero.

— Bul mkéTe.

— Ja.

Ona mopruyiia.

— Bl Moryi ObI XOTsI OBI IPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO CIIOPUTE.

— Mor Obl.

— HeBbIHOCHMBII YeJIOBEK.

— MHe roopuin.

— W BB He ucnipaBuMCh?

— bbu10 Hekoraa.

Bepa HeBonbHO yibIOHYNIACk. Beero Ha MrHOBeHUeE, MOYTH TIPOTUB BOJH. 3a JIBEPHIO MOCIIbI-
HIQJICSI TUXUH 3BYK, ITOXOKUI Ha BBIJIOX, M €M TOKa3a10Ch, 4To Kass Toxke eBa 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJICS.

Ho 3arem oH npousHeéc:

— He oTkpbIBaiiTe ABEph, YTO OBl HU CITyYMIIOCH. [lake eci ycblmTe MO# roJioc.

VnpiOka ucuesna ¢ e€ uia.

— A eciu 31O ISUCTBUTENBHO OyaeTe Bbl?

— OcobeHnHo ecnu 310 Oyay 1.

B xopuiope 4To-To CKOJIB3HYIIO M0 MOITY.

He maru. He mopox TkaHu.

3BYK HallOMMHAJI, KaK [0 KAMHIO TSHYT JJIMHHYIO LIETb.

Kasn Beipyrascs.

Bepa Hukorma npesx e He ciblinaia, YTo0bl OH pyrajics. [1o Kakoi-To MprUYUHE ITO MOKA3aJI0Ch
el 6osee TPEBOKHBIM, YeM BCE TIPEIBIAYIIIE YTPO3BI.

— V¥Xoaure OT 1BepU, — CKa3ajl OH.

— Yt0 Tam?

— Bepa, ceiiuac xe!
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OHa otcrynuia.

W ycnbimana coOCTBEHHBIN TOJIOC.

— Kasn, otkpoii. [oxanyiicra.

Tonoc 3Byuan u3 Kopugopa, coBceM psiioM. B HEM He ObUTO HUYEero HeOOBIYHOTO: Ta Ke XPH-
MOTLA TOC/IEe JI0Jroro JHS, Ta K€ MsrKas MHTOHalus1, KoTopon Bepa mnosb3oBanack, Korga xoTesia
JOOUTBCS CBOETO.

Tospko roBopurjIa OHA HE U3 KOMHATHI.

— 4 3amép3ana, — nponosskui e rosioc. — Thl 00erna, 4To OoJbIiie He OCTABUIIL MEHS OJIHY.

Bepa nepecrana gplmars.

3a 1Bepbio He OTBETUJIH.

— Kasn?

Tuxuii cMemok.

— Tol BeIb NOMHMIIIB, YTO CAENIAJ CO MHOI?

Bepa npukana nagjoHb KO pTy.

It0 ObuTa He OHa. He coBcem oHa.

Tomoc 3By4asn 3HAKOMO, HO B HEM CKBO3HJIO UTO-TO UyX)0e — O€37J0HHAs YCTATIOCTh, IEPEKUB-
11asi CTOJIBKO JIET, YTO MpPeBpaTUiach B HEHABUCTb.

— ThI BeJb MOMHHUIIIb, KaK S POCHJIA TeOs] OCTAHOBUTHCS?

— Moiun, — npousHéc Kasi.

Ha stoT pas ero ronoc npo3Byyai He 3a ABEPHIO.

OH pazpaiica npsimMo y Bepsl B rosiose.

A 3arem 4y:;KOo# rojlioc OTBETHII:

— 3acTaBb MeHsl.

JIBEpb CONPOTHYJIach.

3anmTHbIe 3HAKW BCITBIXHYJIA TYCKJIBIM cepeOpoM, 1 Y€pHast TpelHa Ha MTHOBEHHUE UCUe3ia.
Ho nepeBo BBITHY/IOCH BHYTPb, CIIOBHO C APYIOil CTOPOHBI HA HETO HABAJIMJIOCh HEYTO OIPOMHOE.

Bepa ormarHysace.

— Kasn!

— He otBeuaiite emy!

— $1 BooOIme-To BaM Kpuuy!

— He mue!

Bepa 3amomnyaia.

3a 1BephIO MOCTBIIIAJICS 3BYK, OT KOTOPOTO Y He€ CBEJIO 3yObl: CyXOM, XpYCTAIIUH, OyATO KTO-
TO ME/IJIEHHO JIOMaJI COOCTBEHHBIE MAJIBIIBI.

[ToTom 3aroBopuJia JIE€BYIIIKA.

— To1 oberian mue cepmre, Kas.

Ha 30T pa3 ronoc 3Byyai NouTH JIaCKOBO.

— ThI ckaza, 4ToO OTHAIlb €70, €C/IHU 51 MOIPOILLY.

Bepa ycinblnana, kak MykK4YrHa 32 JBEPBIO TSKEJIO BBIOXHYJI.

— 4 oTnan, — NpOU3HEC OH.

— Her. Tsl oTHAT TOJIBKO TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH ITOCIE TEO4.

Paznanca ynap.

JIBEpb BBITHYJIACH €ILIE CUIIBHEE.

Bepa Opocuiiach k cTony, cXBaTuja JIeKaBIIMA TaM JIMCT CO CBOUM MMEHEM M JIaTOW pOXje-
Husl. Bymara Obiia xonomHoOM, Kak cHer. OHa mepeBepHy/a e€, HalesiCh HAalTH XOTh KaKylo-HUOYIb
TMOJICKa3Ky, HO Ha 000pOTe MPOCTYNUIN HOBBIE CJIOBA.

HE IIO3BOJISIM EMY BCIIOMHUTH TEB.

UepHuia MeIJIEHHO pactioy3aiuch Mo Oymare, CJIOBHO UX NHCAIU U3HYTPU.

Bepa ycraBuiach Ha HaJIKCh.
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— Jla 4TO %€ Bl BCE OT MEHsI XOTUTe? — MPOIIIeNTaia OHa.

— Yro0BI THI BCHOMHMJIA, — OTBETHJIA JICBYIIIKA 32 JBEPHIO.

Bepa pe3ko oGepHyaach.

— $1 ¢ T06oIT HEe pa3roBapuBaIo.

— Yke pasroBapuBaclib.

— K10 THI?

— ThI 3HaeNb.

— Her, He 3Ha0.

— 3naemnb. [Ipocto Tebe eé He MO3BOMIN 3TO BCTIOMHHUTb.

Bepa cxana nuct Tak, yto Oymara XpycTHyJa B MaJibliax.

— Eciu THl JeMCTBUTENBHO 51, TO AOJKHA MOHUMATh, KaK CHUJIBHO MEHs pa3/ipaxaloT JIOJIH,
KOTOpbIE OTBEYAIOT 3araJIkaMu.

— A ecnu g He THI?

— Toraa y Te6s eme MeHbIlle OCHOBAaHUN PACCUUTHIBATH HA MOE TEpIICHHE.

Ha Heckosbko cexyH[1 BCE CTUXJIO.

3arem JIeByIIKa 3aCMesIach.

B 3TOM cMexe He ObLTo Becenbs. TOIBKO ropeys.

— Bor Tenieps 51 1ebs1 y3HaIO.

JIBEpD PE3KO 3aTpsACIaCh.

— Bepa! — kpuknyn Kasn.

OHa oTcrynuia eig Ha 1iar.

— Yro?

— IMocmoTpuTe Ha CTeHy ciieBa OT ceOsl.

Bepa noepHyia roynosy.

Ha kamenHol1 Kjajke, BO3Jie BBICOKOTrO IKadga, MPOCTYNMWI Y3KUH ABepHOU Mpoém. Eime
CEeKyHy Ha3aj TaMm OblIa CIUIOIIHAs cTeHa. Ternepb Mo e€ MOBEpXHOCTU Oekali TOHKUE cepeOpucThie
JIMHUY, CKJIAJILIBAsICh B M300pakeHNe PacKPHITOrO IJ1a3a.

— D710 eme yto?

— Crapblil TPOXOI.

— Kyna?

— B Ge3omacHoe mecTo.

— B Bamrem j1Bopiie BooOiiie ects 6e30macHble MecTa?

— OpnHo unu J1Ba.

— Kak menpo.

— Bepa!

— Uny, uny!

OHa cxBaTWia cO CTOJIa CBeUy U rocrnenmwia Kk npoémy. Kamens noa e€ najabliaMu oKazajics
HEOXUIAaHHO TEMIbIM. CTOMIIO el KOCHYThCS I71a3a, KaKk CTeHa pa3olulach OECIIyMHO, OTKpbIBast
Y3KYIO JIECTHUILY, YXO/UBIIYIO BHU3.

M3 TeMHOTBI NaxXHY/IO CHIPOCTHIO, MIETUIOM M YeM-TO CJIQJKOBAThIM, HATIOMUHABIIUM I[BETHI,
OCTABJICHHBIE CIIUIIKOM JI0JITO Ha MOTHUJIE.

Bepa omisiHynace Ha ABEPb.

Ye€pHas TpelmHa CHOBa IOSABUAJIACH HA JIEPEBE.

Ha stoT pa3 oHa ckiaapiBaiack B CJI0Ba.

OH YZKE BCIITOMHUJIL.

— Kasn, — npomenrana Bepa.

— B npoxon. Ceituac!

Omna marHyJsa Ha NepBYIO CTYIIEHb.

[To3zanu pazpancs Tpeck.
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JIBEpb KOMHATHI paclaxHyJiach.

Bepa He yBuzena, uyto Bouuio BHyTpb. OHa ycrnesna 3aMeTUTh JIMILb JUIMHHYIO TeHb, KOTOpast
najgajga B CTOPOHY, IPOTUBOIIONOKHYIO CBETY, U OJIEHYIO PYKY C TOYEPHEBIIUMU HOTTSIMH.

3arem Kasn mpousHEC Kakoe-TO CJI0BO Ha SI3bIKe, OT KOTOPOTo y He€ 3a00JIesH YIIu.

Kopuop HamonHuics 3arnaxoM ropesioro xesesa.

— bern! — kpukHyn oH.

Bepa noGexaina.

JlectHuia yxonuia riy0Oxe Mojl ABOPEIl, YeM MO3BOJISUIN €r0 pa3Mephl.

Bepa 3Hanma 3T0 COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO: OHA yCTiesia M3yYUTh JOCTATOYHO CTAPBIX 3[JaHUM, YTOObI
MIOHUMATh, T/Ie 3aKaHUMBAIOTCS (PyHIAMEHTHl M HauMHaI0TCs noasaisl. Ho cTynenu Bcé nponoska-
JIUCh, @ CTEHBI CTAHOBIIIUCH BCE Oosiee ApeBHUMU. KaMeHb CMEHWIICS YE€PHBIM KUPIIMUOM, 3aTeM —
[VIQIKMMU TUTUTAaMU, Ha KOTOPBIX ObUIM BBIPE3aHbl YEJIOBEYECKHUE JIUIIA.

Hexkoropeie mnakaim.

Hpyrue Kpudaim.

Tpetbr cMOTpenn Ha Bepy ¢ TakiM BbIpaskeHHEM, CJIOBHO OHA OT103/1aJ1a Ha COOCTBEHHbIE TTOXO-
POHBI.

— IlpekpacHo, — mpobopMoTaia OHa, CIycKasich HUKe. — TailHasl JiecTHHIIA, OXKUBIINE
CTEHbI U YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOI'0 OIUIAKMBAET KOJIOKOJI. S Bceraa Meurasa o IBOPLE C XapaKTEPOM.

Caeua poruyiia.

BHu3y nokasanace 1Bepb.

Ona ObL1a caeaHa u3 TEMHOTO MeTalIa, IIOKPLITOro MeJKMMH BMsTUHaMu. Ha e€ moBepxHo-
CTH He OBUIO HY PYyYKH, HU 3aMKa. TOJIBKO M300pakeHre cepiia, OrIeTEHHOTO KOPHSAMH.

Toro camoro cepata, kotropoe Bepa Bujesia B KHUre Ha CTOJIE€ KOPOJIS.

OHa ocTaHOBMJIACH.

— Her, — ckazana ona nepu. — Jlake He HajieHcsl.

— PasymHoe pemenue.

Kasn crosin Ha HECKOJIBKO CTyIIEHEN BBILLIE.

Bepa B31porHyna Tak CUIIBHO, UTO €/1Ba HE BRIPOHMJIA CBEYY.

— Bl Beeria MoK paibIBaeTeCh K JIIOASM, KOTOpbIe YOEraioT OT JyJI0BHII?

— Tonbko K TeM, KTO pa3roBapuBaeT ¢ IBEPSIMHU.

— OHa nepBas HayaJa.

OH criyctuicst Ha cTyTieHb Hike. Ha ero u€pHoii pybariike TeMHeso nsaTHo Kpou. He cimmikom
OOJIBLIIOE, HO BITOJIHE HACTOALLIEE.

Bepa nocmortpena Ha Hero, 3aTeM Ha €ro JIMIO.

— Bbl paHeHsI.

— Her.

— ¥ Bac KpoBb.

— HabGmonarebHOCT — OMacHBIN Jap.

— A ynpsIMCTBO — OMACHBIN CIIOCO0 yMepeTb. XOTsl, Cy/s MO BallluM OOCTOSTENIbCTBAM, BbI
permm 00oUTUCH Oe3 Hero.

Kasn He orBeTuiI.

OH BBITJISAET MHAYE.

[Ipexne ero JMIO HAMTOMUHAIO MACKY, CO3[JAHHYIO Il TOTO, YTOOBI MEPEKUTh OECKOHEUHOE
KOJIMYECTBO Ka3HeH, He BblJaBasi HU OAHON MbIC/IU. Tenepsb B 9TOM Macke MosiBUIach TpenHa. He
(usnyeckas — eiBa yJIoBUMasi NiepeMeHa B BHIPAKEHUH I71a3, HANPsKEHUE B YTOJIKax ryo, CIIOBHO
eMy MPUXOANUJIOCH yIEPAKUBATh BHYTPU HEUTO, YTO JABHO MEPECTAIIO MOTUMHSATHCS IPUKA3aM.

Bepa Brpyr noHsiia, 4to OH OOUTCH.

He 3a ce0s.
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3a Hee.

ITO OTKPBITHE OKA3aJI0Ch HACTOJIBKO HEOXKUAAHHBIM, YTO OHA MOCHELINIAa OTBEPHYThCS.

— Yro ObUIO 32 ABEPHIO? — CHPOCHIIA OHA.

— To, 4TO He JOJIKHO OBUIO HAWTH Bac.

— A Hanuio.

— Jla.

— [loromy uTO BBI IPUBEIN MEHS BO IBOpEL]?

— [lotoMy 4TO BBI POAUIIHCE.

Bepa MenieHHO IOBEpHYIach K HEMY.

— 41 661 monpocuia Bac OOBACHUTHCS, HO OOKOCh, UTO BhI OMATH CKaKeTe YTO-HUOY/Ib OTBpa-
TUTEJIBHO 3araIovuHoe.

— Bbl HauMHaeTe MEHs IOHUMATb.

— D10 MeHs U OECIIOKOUT.

Kasn nomomén k Metayummueckoi 1sepr. Ha MrHoBeHue 3aj1epikat 1agoHb BO3Jie H300pakeHsI
cepaua, HO He KOCHYJICS €ro.

— BBl JOIKHBI OBUTH OCTaBaThCSI B HXKHEM TOpOJIE.

— Kak muyio. A s-To qymana, 4To MEeHsI apecTOBAIM 3a YOUICTBO HACEIHOTO MPHHIIA.

— Bac nieiicTBUTENILHO apecToBaM 32 YOMICTBO HACISAHOTO TIPUHIIA.

—n

— U teniepsb 51 HE yBEpeH, YTO 3TO OOBMHEHUE OBUIO OIIMOKOM.

Bepa 3acrbuia.

— BbI cunTaere, uto 51 yowia Aapuana?

— $I cuyuTato, YTO KTO-TO OUEHb XOTeJ, YTOOBI BBl OKA3aJIHCh 371€Ch. M 3TOT KTO-TO 3HAJ, YTO
s1 HE TIO3BOJIIO BaM YMEPETb.

— BbI MeH# efiBa 3HaeTe.

— DTOro I0CTaTOYHO.

— Jlns gero?

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— Yt00BI TOHSATH, YTO BBl HE BUHOBHBI B TOM MIPECTYIUICHUH, B KOTOPOM Bac OOBUHSIIOT.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak BHYTPU YTO-TO HETIPUATHO CKAJIOCH.

Ona He noBepsiia eMy. He morna 1oBepsATh 4€10BeKY, KOTOPbI CTO CEMBAECST JIET UCTIONHSLI
KOPOJIEBCKHME MTPUTOBOPHI M HA3bIBAJI 3TO HEOOXOOMMOCThI0. Ho BriepBbIe 3a Bech Beuep KTO-TO MPo-
M3HEC C/I0Ba, KOTOPBIX OHA KAajla C MOMEHTA apecTa.

He «mokaxmn».

He «npusnaiics».

He «niomomnuce».

IIpocTo: T HE BUHOBHA.

— Toraa noyemy Bbl COMHEBAETECh? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA THIIIE.

Kasn orBepHyscs k aBepu.

— IMoTomy uTO s BUAEN, KAK YMHUPAET YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO BHI €IIE He YOUIIH.

Bepa monuana.

— BpnI roBopute 00 Anpuane?

— 41 roBOpIO O TOM, UTO CMEPTh HE BCEI/la PUXOAUT MOCIE KU3HMU.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— JIpyroro y MeHs Her.

— BuI Bcerna tak pasroBapuBaeTe ¢ JII0bMHU, KOTOPbIM HYKHA [OMOIIb?

— Her.

— A kak?

— OOBIYHO OHU YK€ MEPTBBI.
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Bepa nocmotpena Ha HEro ¢ ICKPEHHUM BO3MYITICHHEM.

— Bbl OTBpaTuTeIbHBIL.

— MHe ToXe He HpaBUTCSI STOT pa3roBop.

— Torpa Haunute apyroii. Hanpumep, 00bsicHUTe, TOYeMY Ha KOJIOKOJIE TIOSIBUJIOCH Ballle UMs.

Kasn nosnro mosmyan.

3areM CHSJI [epyarky.

Ha ero manonu temHena pana. KpoBb cTekana 1o 3amnscTbio TOHKOW JOPOKKOM, HO He Karaja
Ha KameHb. OHa CJIOBHO yZiepkMBajlach Ha KOXKe HEBUIUMOMN CUJIOM.

Bepa yBuzena 4€pHyio OTMETHHY.

OmHa rcuessa IOYTH IMOJTHOCTEI0, OCTaBUB I10ciIe ceOs TOHKUI 000I0K, IMOXOKMHA Ha 0KOT.

— Korya Bl KOCHY/IMCh MEHSI B HUKHEM ropojie, — CKaszajia OHa, — Balll 3HaK rcyes.

— Jla.

— A teneps BepHyJcs?

— Her.

— Torma yto 3107

Kasn cxxan maybupl.

— Hanomunanue.

— O uém?

— O TOM, 4TO 5 JOJIKEH ObUT yMEPETh CTO CEMBJIECAT JIeT Ha3a/l.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaIa, Kak MO CIUHE MPOOEKaT XOIOIO0K.

— U nouemy He ymepiu?

OH nocMOTpes Ha METaJUIMYECKYIO IBEPb.

— TMoTtoMy 4YTO MOMPOCKIT HEUTO, YeMY HE CJIe/IOBAJIO OTBEYATh.

— BBl 3aKJII04MIIM JOTOBOP C CYIIECTBOM M3 MUpPa MEPTBBIX.

— BpI ciiymianu noa aBepoio?

— 41 O6bi1a B KOMHaTe. A Bbl TOBOPWIIM JIOCTATOYHO IPOMKO, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIAIM Jake MEPTBBHIC.

— BO03MOXHO, OHM U YCJIBIIIAJIH.

OH niponsHEC 310 Oe3 YIBIOKH.

Bepa npubnusunace kK HeMy, paccMarpuBasi pany. KpoBb Oblla TEMHOH, MOYTH YEPHOM, HO B
r1yOuHe e€ MepIiaiv KpOIIleuHble cepeOpsTHbIE UCKPHI.

— MosxHO MocMOTpeTh?

— Her.

— $1 He coOMpaloCh OTKYCHIBATH BaM PYKY.

— D710 yTemaer.

— Torma parite eé.

Kasn nocmotpern Ha He€ ¢ BeIpaXkeHHeM 4esloBeKa, KOTOPOMY BIIEPBbIC B KU3HU MPEITIOKUIN
JIOOPOBOJILHO MPHITHYTh B MPOIACTb.

— BHI He 3HaeTe, 4TO JenacTe.

— A Bbl 3Haete?

OH He OTBETUII.

Bepa npoTsiHy/1a pyKy ¥ KOCHYJIach €ro 3amsCThs.

Mup ncues.

OHa cTosi/Ia IOCPeIN 3aCHEKEHHOTO JIBOPA.

He60 6bu10 u€pHBIM, O3 enuHOM 3Be3bl. CHer Jiekal Ha KAMEHHBIX TUTUTaX, HO He Tasil TaM,
I7ie Ha Hero rnajasa KpoBb.

Bepa mocmoTpesna Ha CBOM PyKH.

OuHu ObUIH HE €€.
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ToHKMe NabIpl, ATMHHBIE HOT'TH, CepeOpsiHOe KOMBbIO Ha Oe3bIMSIHHOM. Ha 3amsictbe — Kpac-
Hasl HUTh, 3aBsI3aHHAS TPEMS y3JIaMHU.

Briepenu crosut Kassn.

Mornogpoii.

He Takum, kakuM OHa 3Haja ero ceiyac: 6e3 BEYHOW YCTAJIOCTH B IJ1a3ax, 0e3 HEeMOIBUKHO-
CTH YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIN JIaBHO 3a0bLJT, KAKOBO 9TO — JK/IaTh 3aBTpaIiHero qHsA. OH BBIIIAAET OYTH
*uBbIM. Ha ero nuiie Obiia KpoBb, a B pyKax OH JIepXkKasl Med.

¥V ero Hor Jexana JIeByIllIKa B CEPOM IUIaThe.

Bepa y3Hana e€ cpaszy.

CoOcTBEeHHOE JIHUTIO.

Te ke raza, TOT *ke u3ruod ryo, Ta ke MaJleHbKasi POJUHKA MO JIEBBIM I71a30M. TOJbKO IeBYIIKa
KazaJlach cTapiie — He roflaMH, a TeM, UTO YCIiesa MepekKUuTh CIUIIIKOM MHOTOE.

Omna cmotpena Ha Kasna u yneioanace.

— Th1 oberan, — ckasaja JeBYIIKa.

Mononoit Kasn onycruscs nepea Hell Ha KOJIEHHU.

— 41 3Har0.

— Th1 oberian, 4To He TO3BOJUIIH MHE YMEPETb.

— A nwiTancs.

—_— HCT, — THUXO CKa3aja oHa. — TBI IBITAJICA HE OCTATHCS OJUWH.

Kasn 3akpbut maza.

Bepa nmouyBcTBOBasa ero 60Jb Tak, CJIOBHO Ta Obuia e€ coocTBeHHOH. He ¢usnueckyio — 4ro-
TO Kyga Oosiee TIyOOKOe, MOUTH HeBbIHOCMMOe. Bob uenoBeka, KOTOPBIN MOHSUI, YTO COBEPIIWII
HEMOMpPaBUMOe, HO BCE eIl Ha/IesyICsl HAlTH CIocoO Ha3BaTh ITO JIOOOBHIO.

JleByIIKa MOqHSIA PYKY M KOCHYJIACh €O IIEeKH.

— IlocMmoTpH Ha MeHs.

OH nocMoTpel.

— ToI BC€ elé MOXelIb OCTAaHOBUTLCSI, — CKa3aJla OHA.

— Vike Her.

— Torma 3armoMHA MOE JIUIIO.

Kasn npuxan e€ naloHp K CBOEH IIEKe.

— 1 Hukorga Tedst He 3a0yiy.

JleBy1IKa yabpIOHyIach IeYaaIbHO.

— Bor 3T0T0 51 11 601OCH.

OHa noBepHyJia TOJIOBY.

N nocmorpena npsmo Ha Bepy.

— He no3Bosaii emy nomoOuTs Teos.

Bepa MOIBITAJIACH OTCTYIIUTL, HO €€ HOru He OBUT'AJIUCH.

— Tlouemy? — cnipocuia oHa.

HeBymika He otBeTra. EE B3MIsA CKOMB3HY K pyKaM Bepbl, k cepeOpssHOMY KOJIBITY, K Kpac-
HOW HUTH Ha 3ar1siCThe.

— ThI yke clienaa epBbli [1ar, — MPOINeNnTaia OHa.

3arem JieByIlIKa ymepia.

He 3akpbina 11a3a, He BBJIOXHYJIA B TIOCHeTHUI pa3. [IpocTo B 0IHO MTHOBEHHWE MCue3fa U3
MHpa, OCTaBUB TOCIIE ce0s1 TeJI0, KOTOPOe MPOAOIKAIIO YBIOAThCA.

Kasn Bckoumst Ha HOTH.

— Her.

CHer BOKpYT HEro rnovyepHel.

— Het! — noBTOpHII OH, ¥ B €r0 rojioce ObUIO CTOJILKO OTUYasiHUsA, YTO Bepa mouyBcTBOBaNA,
KaK 3a/IpOXajii CTEHbl CAMOT'O BOCTIOMUHAHHUSI.
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OH nosiHsIT Me4 ¥ paccéK COOCTBEHHYIO JIaJOHb.

KpoBs ynasa Ha cHer.

3areM OH ITPOM3HEC CJIOBA HA HE3HAKOMOM SI3BIKE.

U 3emns orBeTmna.

W3-mog KaMeHHBIX TUTUT MOTSIHY/IMCh YE€pHbIe KOpHU. OHU OOBWJIM €r0 HOTH, MOAHSUIUCH K
IPy/4 ¥ BIWJIKCH B KOXKY. Kas He conpoTussiics..

— Bo3bMu MOIO KHM3Hb, — CKa3aJ1 OH. — B03bMU BCE, YTO Y MEHS OCTAJIOCh. TONBKO BEPHU €E.

N3 TeMHOTBI JOHECCS TOI0C.

Tot camslii, kKoTOpbIi Bepa ciplinana B riyOMHE ero JyIiu.

— ThI nmpeyiaraeins MHE TO, Y4ero y TeOs OoJbIle HeT.

— Torga BO3bMH MOIO CMEPTb.

— E€ Toxe Her.

— Bosbmu Mo€ cepaiie!

Bepa yBugena, kak Kasn ynapwun ce0s B Tpy/p.

He medom — rosoii pykoit.

Koxa pazonuiace, 1 U3 panbl XJibiHY/IA KpoBb. OH He 3akpuyai. ToIbKO CMOTpEI Ha JIEBYIIKY
y CBOMX HOT, Oy/TO BCE eE HaAesICs, YTO OHA TIOJHUMETCS] U Ha30BET ero Oe3yMIIeM.

N3 TeMHOTBI OTBETWIIN:

— Cepaiie — He TO, 4TO Thl MOKeIlb OTAaTh. OHO — TO, YTO ThI JIOJIKEH HAYUUTHCS TEPSTh.

YEpHble KOPHU COMKHYJIMCh BOKPYT €r0 IPyIy.

A 3areMm Bepa yBujea HEUTO, 4ero He MOIJIA MOHSATD.

B rpynu Kasna ne 6b110 cepaua.

Tam HaXOIUJIOCh IyCTOE TPOCTPAHCTBO, 3aMOJIHEHHOE TOHKUM cepeOpsiHbIM cBeToM. M B 3TOM
CBETE IJIaBAJIO KPOLLIEYHOE YEI0BEUECKOe CepLe, OIyTaHHOE KOPHSAMM.

OHo OMIIOCH.

OpnuH pas.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.

C xaxapiM ynapoM smio Kasnma ctaHOBHIIOCH CTapilie, a ero rja3a — Bc€ Oosiee MyCThIMU.

[TotoM OH NONHSJ TONOBY.

N nocmorpen npsimo Ha Bepy.

— T&I ono3zgana, — ckasaj OH.

Bepa otaépHyna pyky.

OHa ynaJia Ha KOJIeHH.

Caeva nokartuiiach 110 MoJjy, Ho He noracia. Kasn ycren nonxBatuth e€ 3a Iieuu Mpexjae, Yem
OHa yJapuiach I'0JIOBOW O KAMEHb.

— Yro BbI yBUJEIN? — CIPOCUJT OH.

Bepa He Moria oTBETUTS.

E€ Tpsicrno. [lepen riazamu BC€ enie cTosi 3aCHEKEHHBIH JIBOP, a B YIIIaX 3ByYasIy yaaphl cepaia
— YYKOr0, MaJIeHbKOT'0, 3aIepPTOro B IPy/Iu YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPbI He JOKEH ObLT OBITh KUB.

Kasn octopoxkHO yopast e€ BOJIOCH C JIHIIa.

— Bepa. IlocmoTtpute Ha MeHs.

OHa nopHsia m1asa.

Briepsbie 3a BCE BpeMs OHa yBHJIE/a €ro HE Kak Iajaya, He KaK 4yJOBHILE U Jlake He Kak
YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOro OOsUTUCh B KOPOJIEBCTBE.

Oma yBujiena Toro, KTo OXHaX /bl MOMPOCKI CMEPTh BEPHYTh EMY JIIOOMMYIO.

N nony4nit He4TO ropasfao Xyaiee.

— Bu1 younu e€, — nporentana Bepa.
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Kasn 3amep.

— Koro?

— JleByllIKYy B CEpOM IUIATheE.

Ero nanblipl Ha €€ riedax Hanpsrimch.

— Y0 BHI cKazayn?

— 4 Buzena e€. Bol crosuii Ha cHery. OHa Jieskasia y Baiuix Hor. Bbl mpocuiy BEpHYTS e€.

Jlutio Kasna mo6eanerno.

— BbI He MOIIIM 3TOTO BUJIETD.

— Ho Buzena.

— Yo emie?

Bepa crnornyia.

— BuiI ckazanum, uto HUKOra e€ He 3a0yaere. A OHa OTBETHJIA, YTO UMEHHO 3TOTO U OOUTCHI.

Kasn ormycrun e€.

MeieHHO, CJIOBHO OOSUICS, YTO TPUKOCHOBEHUE MIPUIUHUT e OO0JIb.

— BBl 10/KHBI 320BITH 3TO BOCTIOMUHAHUE.

— Kak?

— He 3Haiw.

— IlpekpacHo. EmE ogHa 3arajgka, KOTOpy0 Mbl HE MOXEM PELIUTh.

OH OTBepHYJICS, YIIEPEBIIUCH JIAJIOHBIO B CTEHY.

Ha mMraoBenue Bepa 3ameTnina, Kak JpOrHYJIM €ro MajbLibl.

— Bl mobumum e€? — cnpocuia oHa.

Kasn ne oreeru.

— Kaan.

— He 3ayaBaiiTe BOpocoB, Ha KOTOPbIe HE XOTUTE 3HATh OTBETHI.

— A ecim xouy?

— Torga BaM NpUAETCA KUTh C TEM, UTO YCIIBIIIUTE.

Bepa nonHsiiach Ha HOTH, ONMUPAsICh HA CTEHY.

— ¢1 Buzena, Kak Bbl BBIpBAJIU ceOe ceplie.

— Bbl BUjIe 1M BOCTIOMUHAHME.

— 9T0 HE OOHO U TO ke?

— Her.

— A 4T0 TOra MPOU30ILIO?

Kasn meqyieHHO noBepHYJICS K HEMl.

— 4 nbITanca BepHyTh MEPTBYIO.

—n

— W Hayuwsics ToMy, 4TO CMEPTh HE BO3BpAILAET JOJITH.

OH mocMoTpest Ha COOCTBEHHYIO JTaJl0OHb.

— OHa TOJIbKO 3aIUCHIBAET UX.

Bepa omyctuna B3mis Ha CBOIO pyKy. Ha mopyieukax majiblieB ocTaniach TOHKast cepeOpsiHast
IbUTb, KOTOPOH He OBLIO Tpeske.

— Tlouemy s 310 YBUJENA?

— TloToMy UYTO BBl TPUKOCHYJIUCH K MOEU KPOBHU.

— 4 kacanach KpoBM yMepIIUX COTHHM pa3. Hukorga He Bujiena 4ykux BOCIIOMUHAHUM, MTOKa
He IpuKacagach K Teny.

— BbI He npUKacauch K 4yK0i KPOBH.

— A K ubeit?

Kasn nocmotpen eit npsiMo B 171a3a.

— K moeii.

Momnyanue MexXay HUMH CTaJIO TSKEBIM.
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3a MeTauIn4eCKON ABEPBIO MOCBIILIANICS TUXUIA CKPEXET.

Kasn pe3ko obepHyIics.

— HaMm HyXHO yXOOuTb.

— Kyna?

— Tyna, riae Bac He HaMIYT.

— BBl ye roBopuiy 310 Mpo MOK KOMHATYy.

— U, xak Buoure, ommocs.

— B crepytonmii pa3 nocrapaitech OIMOUTLCS B YEM-HUOYIb MEHEE CMEPTEIILHOM.

OH npoTsHy el pyKy.

Bepa nocmotperna Ha ero JiaJIoHb.

Ha kpoBb.

Ha cepeGpsiHble UCKPBI.

Ha uépnyio otmeTuny, KoTopasi 6oJblie He ObUla MOX0Xa Ha OXor. Ternepb OHa HAlIOMHUHAJIA
KPOLLEYHYIO JBEPb, 3aIEPTYI0 U3HYTPH.

— Eciu 51 cHOBa NPUKOCHYCh K BaM, — CKa3ajla OHa, — $1 OMATh YBUKY BOCIIOMUHAHUS ?

— BosmoxHo.

— A eciu He TPUKOCHYCh?

— B03MOXHO, BBl OCTAHETECH JKUBLI.

— Brl ymeere ycriokanBaTh KEHIIVH.

— 41 He nBITa0Ch BaC YCIIOKOUTD.

— 9TO 3aMETHO.

Bepa Bioxuia cBoIo J1aJj0OHb B €10.

Kasn B3apornys.

CoBceM 4yTb-4yTb, IOYTH HE3AMETHO.

Ho ona nouyscTBOBasA.

[Ton ero koxei 4To-TO yAapuIO.

OpnuH pas.

Tuxo, cnado, OyaTo cepiie, KOTOPOe CTO CEMBIECAT JIET CUMTAIOCh MEPTBBIM, MBITAIOCH
BCIIOMHUTD, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh KUBBIM.

Kasn pazxan nansiipl.

Bepa toxe orcrynuna.

OnM cMOTpesnu Apyr Ha Jipyra, He POU3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

— D10 OBUTO cepylie? — HAKOHEI] CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— Jla.

— Bame?

— 4 He 3Hal.

Bepa HeBosbHO paccMestyiach — KOPOTKO U HEPBHO.

— Bbl noHMMaeTe, HACKOJIBKO 3TO HEHOPMAJIbHO?

— 4 npoxkun cro cempaecAr jer, Bepa. HopmanbHOE JaBHO MepecTayio MEHsI HHTEPECOBATh.

— A MeHs, MeX 1y pounM, uHTepecyeT. OCOOEHHO KOTAa OHO IBITAETCS] BHIPBATHCS U3 TPYIU
YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPBII CTOMT B MIOJIYMETPE OT MEHS.

— OHO He NBITaJIOCh BHIPBATHCA.

— Torna uto oHo nenano?

Kasn nomosmyai.

— ¥Y3HaBaJo Bac.

Bepa niepecrana cmesiTbes.

— Mog cepnrie?

— Moé.

OH npou3HEC 3TO TaK TUXO, YTO OHA €/1Ba PACCIIBIIIAIA.
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— OHo He 107KHO ObUTO OUThCs, — noOaBui Kasn. — Hu psgom ¢ Bamu, HUA PSIOM C KeM-
oo erng.

— Ho 6pétes.

— Jla.

— Tlouemy?

OH mocMoTpes Ha He€, U B €ro Ij1a3ax MeJbKHYJIO YTO-TO, 4ero Bepa He Moryia Ha3BaTh.

Crpax.

Hanexna.

Vv BOCMIOMUHAHUE O TOM M JIPYTOM.

— Bor 310, — CcKa3a oH, — s U COOMPAIOCh BHISICHUTb.

OHM BBIIILIIA W3 TAWHOTO TPOXO/ia B HEOOJBITYIO KPYIIIyl0 KOMHATY, OCBEIIEHHYIO IeCATKAMU
CBEYeH.

Bepa cpasy nonsiia, yto HaxoAUTCs oA ABOPIOM. [10ToIOK 31ech ObUT HU3KMM, CTEHBI TTOK PbI-
BaJIM CTapble HAJMWCH, a BIOJIb KAMEHHOTO I0Ja TSHYIUCh HErTyOOKHEe KaHABKH, 3allOJHEHHBIC
3aCOXILEN KPOBBIO.

B nieHTpe KoMHaTHI CTOST CTOJ.

Ha HéM nexxana packpbiTast KHUTA.

Psinom — cepeOpsiHBIN HOX U yallia u3 YEPHOTO CTEeKJIA.

Bepa y3Hama pucyHOK Ha OOJIOKKe: cepaile, OIUIETEHHOE KOPHSMHU.

— 9T0 Ta camasi KHUra, — MPOLIENTaIa OHA.

Kasn 3akpbu1 3a HUMU ABEPbD.

— He npukacaiitech K Heu.

— Tlouemy?

— [loromy 4TO OHa 3HAEeT Balle UMs.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha CTOII.

Ha packpbiToii cTpaHuiie ObUTH BHIBEICHBI JBA UMEHH.

KASJI BEWP.

N Huxe:

BEPA 3CTEJIb.

Me:x 1y HUMU TSHYJIACh TOHKAsl KpacHast JIMHUS.

Iloxg nMeHamu crosiia gara.

Ta camas, kotopyto Bepa Bujiena Ha Jiucte B CBOe KOMHaTe.

UYepes cemb HE.

Ona nopomia Ovke, He KacasiCh CTPAHUIIBL.

— YTO AOIKHO TPOU3ONTH Yepe3 CeMb JTHE ?

Kasn npountan Haanuce moj 1aToi.

Ero nuio crano kaMeHHbIM.

— OO0ps.

— Tort, KOTOPBIIT XO4UeT TPOBECTH KOPOJIb?

— Jla.

— BBl cka3anm, 4T0 OH BEPHET MEPTBOIO KOPOJISL.

— 41 ckazaj, 4yTo OH XOYEeT BEpPHYTh MEPTBOIO KOPOJIS.

— U BHI coOupaeTech MeHsI MO PaBIISTh, TOKA MBI 002 HE YMpPEM?

— 4 npiTaloch OOBSICHUTD, YTO KOPOJIb HE 3HAET, KOO UMEHHO COOMPAETCsI BEPHYTh.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha KHUTY.

UepHuia Ha cTpaHMLIe Me/IJIEHHO MEHsLIM 1iBeT. KpacHas TMHKMSA Me:X 1y UMEHaMH CTaHOBWJIACh
BCE TEMHee, II0Ka He MPEBPATUJIACh B TOHKYIO YEPHYIO HUTb.

— A Bbl 3Haete?
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Kasn gonro momyain.

— V MeHsd ecTb oJ03pEHHE.

—n

— 4 Hagech, UTO OMIMOAIOCH.

Bepa HakI0HUIIACh, YTOOBI TPOYECTh MEJIKYIO HA/IIMCh BHU3Y CTPAHUIIBI.

Ona Obl1a HamKCcaHa Ha CTAPOM SI3BIKE, HO TIOUeMy-To Bepa nmoHumasa Kaxaoe ClIoBo.

KOI'JIA IIOCJIEJHHUM ITAJIAY BCIOMHUT JIIOBOBb, MEPTBBI KOPOJIb
BEPHETCS B MUP KHUBBIX.

OHa otnpsiHya.

— Kasn...

OH yxe cMoTpes Ha Hee.

— Bu1 TOXE TpounTanu?

Bepa kuBHya.

— [louemy 51 MOry MOHUMATD ITOT SA3BIK?

— [ToToMy 4TO OH HamMcaH KPOBBIO.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— JIpyroro y MeHs Her.

— V¥ Bac BooOIIIe ecTh XOTh OJJIH OTBET, KOTOPBIN HE 3ByUUT KaK yrposa?

— WHorna.

— Korga?

— Koraa s monmuy.

Bepa nokavasia royioBox.

— 3Haerte, s HAUMHAIO IOHUMAaTh, IOYEMY Bac Ha3HAUMWIM najadyoMm. C BallMM XapakTepoM
JIOJIY CaMU MPOCATCS HA Ka3Hb.

Ha stot pa3 Kasn neiicTBUTENILHO YABIOHYIICS.

EnBa 3amMeTHO, mouTH OOJIE3HEHHO.

W1 Bepa Bapyr noHsiia, 4To YJIbIOKa JeIaeT ero onacHee, yeM JioOast yrposa. [Totomy uro 3a
Hell CKPBIBAJICS YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OH CaM CTapaTeIbHO XOPOHUII B ce0e yKe CTO CEMbIECST JIeT.

OHa nocneurHo OTBepHY/Iach K KHUTE.

— Yro Oygner, ecit 00psi COCTOUTCS?

— Koponb nosy4ur 1o, yero xenaer.

— A BHI?

— 41 morepsI0 TO, YTO y MEHS OCTAJIOCH.

— Bamy gymry?

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— BosmoxHo.

— A 4t0 ocTaHercst y MeHsi?

OH He OTBETUII.

Bepa 3akpplia KHUTY.

CBeur OJTHOBPEMEHHO MOracyy.

B TtemHoTe pa3nasicst 3BOH — OJMH-€AMHCTBEHHBIN yap KOJIOKOJa, HACTOJIKO TUXUM, YTO €ro
MOXHO OBLJIO MPUHSATH 32 CTYK COOCTBEHHOTO CEpAIIa.

3aTeM Ha 00JIOKKE KHUTY TIPOCTYINWIIN HOBBIE CJIOBA.

Nx yBuzaena tonsko Bepa.

HE OTJIABAHM EMY CBOIO JVIIIY.

OHa 3amepia.

[Tox HannMUChHIO MeIEHHO MOSIBUJIACh BTOpasi CTPOKA.

HAZKE ECJIA OH ITOINNPOCUT.

Bepa He ycnena no3sare Kasna.
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N3 TeMHOTBI 32 €€ CLIMHOM TOHECCS KEHCKUU IIETNOT:

— Oco06eHHO eclTi OH TIOMPOCHT.

Omna o6epHyJ1ach.

Ha npyrom koHile KOMHATHI CTOsIIa IEBYIIIKA B CEPOM TUIATHE.

Ta camas.

Jluto Bepsl. E€ rnaza. E€ ynbiOka.

Tonbko Terepp AeByIIKa OblTa KUBA.

N Ha e€ rpyau, npsamo Haj cepAlieM, TEMHEa KpoBaBasi paHa.

— ThI HAKOHEI MPUIILIA, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

Bepa He Moria nomeBemThCs.

— K10 THI?

JleBy1iika neyayibHO ocMoTpesia Ha Kassna, KoTophbiil BCE ellig CTosi y IBepH, He 3amMeuasi He3Ba-
HOU TOCTBHU.

— Ta, koTOpYyI0 OH YOWII.

3arem oHa mepeBesia B3msi Ha Bepy.

— U Tta, KOTOpYIO OH YOBET CHOBA.

CBeuu BCIBIXHYJIH.

Komnara omycrena.

A B ryOvHE JBOPIIA, 32 CTEHAMM, 32 KAMHEM M 3eMJIEH, YTO-TO OTPOMHOE U JIpEBHEE OTKPHLIIO
rasa.

Uepes ceMb JIHEH OHO JIOJKHO OBbLIIO BEPHYTHCS.

U BniepBBIe 3a CTO CEMBACCAT JIET MOCISAHUI TIajlay TIOIyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro cepiile ObETCS OT
cTpaxa.

He 3a ce0s.

3a [eByIIKY, Yb€ UM yKe ObUIO BIIMCAHO B KHUTY MEPTBBIX.
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I'nasa 5. Ilena ogHoro ygapa

Bepa He Bepuiia B IpU3paKOB.

OHa Bepwiia B MEPTBBIX, IOTOMY YTO CJIMIIKOM YacTO BUJIENA UX MOCIEJHUE BOCIIOMUHAHKS.
Bepuiia B IpoKJIATHS, TOTOMY YTO OJHAK/bI IPOCHYJIACh C UyKMM MMEHEM Ha sI3bIKE U HEJEJI0 He
MOTJIa BCHOMHUTHL cOOCTBeHHOe. Bepuia gaxe B TO, UTO HEKOTOpbIE JIIOU 3aCTyKUBAIOT Ka3HU, XOTS
3a rofIbl pa0OTHI C TOKOWHUKAMU YOeInIach: MEPTBBIE PEIKO ObIBAIOT TAKUMH HEBUHOBHBIMU, KAKUMHU
YX MPECTABIISAIOT POJCTBEHHUKH.

Ho npuspaku?

Her. Tlpu3paku ObUIA CIUIIKOM yITOOHBIM OOBSICHEHHEM JIJISI BCETO, Yero JIOOM He KeJasu
TIOHNMATh.

[Toatomy, Korja AeByllIka B cCEpoM ILUIaThe ucuesia, Bepa pemma, 4o ycrana, UCIyraiach u,
BO3MOKHO, BIOXHYJIA CJIMIIKOM MHOTO UCIIAPEHUI U3 TOM OTBPATUTEIBHOM Yallld, KOTOPYIO 3aMeThIa
Ha CToJI€.

A notom nocmotpena Ha Kasna.

OH crosin y 1BepH, MPUKaB JaJOHb K TPYAH.

W yneiOka, kotopyto Bepa ycriena 3aMeTUTh Ha €ro Jimile Tepel MOsIBICHUEM HE3HAaKOMKH,
ncyesa Oe3 ciena.

— Be1 e€ Bugenmm? — cnpocuiia Bepa.

— Koro?

— He nputBopsiiTech uAMOTOM. Y Bac 3TO IJIOXO MOMYYaeTCs.

Kasn onyctun pyky.

— B KoMHaTe HUKOro He ObLIO.

— IpekpacHo. 3HauuT, s1 OKOHYATENIBHO coIllTa ¢ ymMa. Beerna xotena, 4To0bl 3TO CIIy4MIIOCh
B [OJBaJIe, CPEIM 3ACOXILEN KPOBH U MOAO3PUTEIbHBIX KHHUT.

— Bl pazroBapuBaiu ¢ keM-T0?

— C peBymikoii B cepoMm 1iatbe. OHa yTBEpXKIaia, uTo Bbl €€ YOMITH.

Kasn He menoxnyscs.

Bepa BHuUMartesbHO criemuiia 3a ero juioM. OHa OXujajia rHeBa, BO3MYIIEHUs WK XOTS Obl
MIPUBBIYHON XOJIOMHOM HacMeliku. Ho oH cMOTpen Ha He€ Tak, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAN He OOBUHEHHE, a
MIPUTOBOP, KOTOPBIN TABHO K/JaJl.

— Yro0 em€ oHa ckazayia? — CIpPOCHJI OH.

— Yro BHI yObETE €€ CHOBA.

— Omna Ha3BaJia cBoOE nms?

— Her. Ho, kaxercs, Bbl 1 O€3 MeHS 3HAeTe, KTO 3TO.

Kasn orBephyiics.

— Ham Hy)HO yXoouTb.

— Her.

OH nocMoTpest Ha HeeE.

— Yro?

— Bul ycnbimanu mensi. S ckazana «Her». MHe Hajgoeno OeraTh MO BallleMy IBOpILY, CITyC-
KaThCsl B TallHbIe MPOXOIbl U y3HABaTh O COOCTBEHHOM >KU3HU OT HE3HAKOMBIX JEBYIIEK, KOTOPbIE
MOSIBJIAIIOTCSA U3 BO3/yXa. 1 XO4y OTBETHI.

— OTBeThI HE CNACYT BaM KU3Hb.

— A Barie MOTYaHue, KaK 5 BHKY, IPEKPACHO CITPaBJIsieTCs ¢ 00paTHOM 3a1avei.

— Bepa...

— K10 ona?

Kasn cxan yemocTu.
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— Yenosek, KOTOPOTO I OO,

Bepa 3amonuaia.

OH npousHEc 310 63 magoca, 6€3 NONbITKY ONpaBaaThCsl. ¥l IMEHHO MO3TOMY CJIOBa IIPO3BY-
YaJy CTpaliHee JIoO0ro Mpu3HaHUS.

— U BHI e€ younm, — Tuxo ckaszaia Bepa.

— Jla.

Ona oxujana, 9To OH JOOABUT YTO-HUOYAB eni€. UTo OOBACHUT OOCTOSITEILCTBA, PACCKAKET
O TIPOKJISITUH, O JIOTOBOPE, O HEOOXOAMMOCTH WJIM XOTsI Obl O TOM, UTO JEBYIIKAa caMa IOMpPOCHIa
ero 00 3TOM.

Ho Kasn momyait.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasa, Kak BHYTPY MOIHUMAETCS pa3pakeHue.

— BbI MorIH OBI XOTsI OBl IIONBITATLCS OOBSACHHUTD.

— Mor Obl.

— Bbl HEBBIHOCUMBI.

— BbI yxe rosopuiu.

— A BbI HE CTAaHOBUTECH JIyYIIIE.

— 41 He obGemar.

Ona oTBepHYJIaCh, YTOOBI CKPHITh BHE3AIMHYIO PACTEPSHHOCTb.

Eit npuxoaunocs uMeTs fieno ¢ youiinamu. Hekotopble miakanu, Apyrue Kpudaiu, TPEThU J10
TMIOCJIETHET0 YTBEPXK AN, uyTo HU4Yero He craenanu. Ho Kasn He mbitasicss otpuniath cOOCTBEHHYIO
BUHY. OH pocTo HocuJI e€ B cebe, Kak HOCHIT OBl OpyKHe, KOTOPOE Hellb3sl CHATH C Tosica.

B03M0OXHO, IMEHHO TIO3TOMY OH MYTaJl €€ CUJIBHEE OCTAJIbHBIX.

YestoBek, KOTOPBIN HE ONPAB/IBIBACTCS, HE 00513aTeIbHO pacKasiicsl.

WHorna oH mpocTo pelu, YTo MpolieHre eMy OoJblie He HyKHO.

— [louemy BbI He cka3anu MHe paHblle? — cripocuiia Bepa.

— [loTromMy uTO BBI HE ClIpalIMBaJIN.

— 41 He 3HaJIa, YTO MHE HYKHO CIIpaIliBaTh!

— Teneps 3Haere.

Bepa pe3ko noBepHysach K HEMy.

— Bl korga-HuOYAb MPOOOBATM Pa3roBapHBaTh C JIOJbMH TaK, YTOObI OHM HE MCIBITHIBAIN
JKeJIaHUs1 yIApUTh BaC YeM-HUOYIb TSKETBIM?

— Jla.

—n

— He nomoro.

OHa BCcE-Taku paccMesiiach.

CwMex BbllLIesl KOPOTKUM, HEPBHBIM, COBEPLIEHHO HeyMeCTHbIM. Kaas1 mocMoTpesn Ha He€ ¢ eBa
3aMETHBIM YIWBJICHUEM, CIIOBHO HE MOT PEIlIUTb, CJIAYET JIU CUYMTATh STO MPU3HAKOM OE3yMHUsl.

— Yt0? — cnpocuia Bepa.

— Huvyero.

— ¥ Bac takoe Ju1io, OyATO BbI BIIEPBbIE YCIBIIIATN CMEX.

— B0O3MOXHO, TaK U €CTb.

Ha stoT pa3 oHa He Hanwia, YTO OTBETUTD.

N nouemy-T0 MMeHHO 3Ta (ppa3a ocranack ¢ Hel, Korga Kasm oTKpbul 1Bepb U MOBEN €€ U3
MO/I36MHOU KOMHATBHI.

OHU MOJHSIUCH MO Y3KOU JIECTHUIIE W BBIIIUIA B JUIMHHBIA KOpUIIOp, KoToporo Bepa nipexae
HE BUJEA.
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Bronb cren ropenu cunue nammnbl. MIX CBET He OCBeIal MPeJMEThI, a CJIOBHO BHITSTUBAJ U3
HUX TEHHU, OCTaBJIsist MeOeJsIb U KapTHHBI IIOCKMMU, TIOYTH HaprucOBaHHBIMK. Ha momy Jsieskan rycroit
KOBEP 1IBETa 3aNEKILIENCs KPOBU.

3a OKHaMU HauYMHAJICS PacCBeT.

Ho conHue He noqHUMAaIIoCh.

BnenHbiil cBET 3aBUC HaJ TOPU3OHTOM, OYATO YTPO 3a0bLJI0, YTO JOJIKHO JIeNIaTh JaJiblIle.

— [louemy He HacTynaer eHb? — crpocuia Bepa.

— IMoToMy UYTO KOJIOKOJ TPUKAbI OOBSBUI O MOEH CMEPTH.

— U tenepb CoMHIIE OTKA3bIBAETCsl BCTABATh U3-32 IyPHBIX MaHEpP KOJIOKosa?

— B KoposieBcTBe ecTh BeIld, KOTOpble MOTUYMHSIOTCS JAPEBHUM 3akOoHaM. VHorna oHU He
CJIMILIKOM Pa3yMHBI.

— Kak yno6H0. M0XHO 0OBSCHUTh UMH BCE UTO YTOIHO.

— VIMeHHO Mo3TOMY JIIO/IU TaK JIIOOAT APEBHUE 3aKOHBI.

OHM TIPOIIUTM MEMO BBICOKOTO 3e€pKaJia B cepeOpsiHON pame.

Bepa MenbkoM B3IIsIHY/IA HA OTPaKeHUE U OCTAHOBUJIACK.

Kasn crosin psiiom ¢ Heil.

Ona Toxe.

Ho mMexny HuMu, B TiIyOMHE 3epKajia, BUJHEIach TPEThs (PpUrypa.

JleByl1Ka B CEpoOM IIAThE.

Ona crosina 3a miedom Kasna u neprkana 1aioHb y €ro rpyau.

Bepa pe3ko oGepHyaach.

ITo3amm HUKOrO HE OBUIO.

— Yrto ciyuusniocs? — crpocuit Kasj.

— Huvyero.

OH nocMoTpe1 Ha 3epKaio.

Ero orpaxenue cMorpesnio npsiMo Ha Bepy.

A 3arem, koraa cam Kasn yxe oTBepHYJCs, OTpakeHHe MEUIEHHO TOJHSIIO PYKY U MPUKAIIO
naJier| K ryoam.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak MO CITUHE MPOOEKAI XOIOIOK.

— Ham HyxHO pa30uTh 3TO 3epKajio, — cKa3ajia OHa.

Kasn ocranosusics.

— Tlouemy?

— [ToToMy 4TO OHO MHE HE HPABUTCA.

— 9T0 3epKaJjio cTaplie KOpoJeBCTBa.

— Tem Gonee. OHO HaBepHsIKA YCIIENIO HAKOMUTh MHOKECTBO HEMPHUSATHBIX MTPUBBIYEK.

OH HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] CMOTpEJI Ha He€, IIOTOM NEPEBEN B3MUIsA]] Ha OTPAKEHHE.

— He cMmoTpuTe B HEro CIMIIKOM JOJITO.

— [louemy BbI HE cKa3aiy 3TOrO paHblle?

— IMoTomy uTO OOBIYHO JTIOAM HE TBITAIOTCS CIIOPUTH C 3€PKATaMH.

— OOBIYHO JIIOI HE BUAAT B HUX MEPTBBIX JICBYIIICK.

Kasn pe3ko noBepHysics K HEW.

— Brl cHOBa e€ Bunenu?

Bepa noHsia, 4To ckaszasia JIMILIHEE.

— Her.

— Bul kéTe.

— A BBI, OKa3bIBACTCSI, YMEETE PACIIO3HABATH JIOKb. Y IMBUTEIIHHO, YTO MPH TAKOM TAJIAHTE BBl
10 CHX TIOp HE PACKPbUIA YOUICTBO HACJIEJHOTO TMPHHIIA.

Kasn mwarnyn k Heil.

— Bepa, ecnu BB BUgMTE €€, BBl JOJKHBI TOBOPUTH MHE 00 STOM.
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— Tlouemy?

— [lotoMy 4TO OHa HE MOXET HAXOIUTbCS 311ECh.

— BBl yxe roBOpuiIH, 4to €€ HeT.

— 4 ckazan, 4To HEe BUKY €€.

— Kakas ToHkas pazHuna.

— Pa3znuna mexay Tem, 4To Bbl BUAMTE, U TEM, UTO CYIIECTBYET, NHOTAA CTOUT KU3HU.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha 3epka’o.

OtpaskeHre CHOBa ObLIIO OOBIYHBIM.

TosbKo Termeph OHa 3aMeTHIIa Ha cepeOpsTHON pamMe KPOIIeYHbIe OYKBBI.

Onu ObUTM BBIPE3aHbI HACTOJIBKO MEJIKO, YTO MPOUYECTh UX MOKHO OBUIO, JIMIIb TPUOTU3UB-
IHCh.

INAMATD — I3TO ABEPD. JIIOBOBb — KJIIOY.

Bepa orcrynuna.

— Kasn, — no3Baiia oHa.

Ho oH yxe cmoTpen Ha HaAuCh.

Ero o n3meHusocs.

— He uwuraiite e€ BCyX, — MPOU3HEC OH.

— 1 1 He coOmpanack.

— Xopoto.

— XoTs Tenepb MHE OCOOEHHO XOYeTCsl y3HaTh, YTO OYyAET, ECJIM MTPOUUTATb.

— Hwuyero xopoiero.

— BpI roBopuTe 310 000 BCEM.

— IMoToMy UTO BBl YHOPHO MHTEpPECYETECh TEM, YTO MOXKET BaC yOUTb.

— A BBI YIIOPHO BOJIUTE MEHS TY/Q, I/I€ ITO IPOUCXOIUT.

Kasn He orBeTuiI.

OH cXBaTWJI CO CTEHBI TSIKENBIA OapXaTHBIN 3aHABEC M HAKPBUT 3epKaIo. 3aTeM CHSIT C majiblia
cepeOpsIHOE KOJIBIIO U TIPOBEN MM TIO pame.

Pazpancs ToHkMii 3BOH.

Ha mrHoBenue Bepa yBuzena, Kak Moji TKaHbIO YTO-TO IIEBEJIbHYJIOC.

ByaTto oTpaxkeHue MombITaloCch BHIOPAThCS HAPYKY.

Kasn cparan kossLo.

— Unémre.

— Kyna?

— B 6ubnmoteky.

— 3auem?

— Tam ecTb KOe-4TO, YTO BbI JOJKHbBI YBUJETb.

Bepa nocmortpena Ha 3aHaBeILIEHHOE 3epKaJlo.

— Hapetoch, Ha 3TOT pa3 310 OyAeT KHUTA.

— WmeHHo.

— U B Heii He OyzieT Moero UMeHu?

Kasn nomosmyai.

— He obemaro.

KoponeBckas Oubnuoreka 3aHMMasa [Ba dTaka 3anajHou OanmHu. E€ moTonok Tepsuics B
cyMpaKe, a KHUKHBIC TTOJIKU ITIOAHNUMAJIUCh TaK BBICOKO, YTO BCpXHI/Ie pHIILI HpI/IXOIII/IHOCI) JocCTraBaThb
C TIOMOIIIBIO IBUKYIIUXCS JecTHUIl. Ha rajnepesix crostyin OpOH30BbIE CTATyH JIIOAEH C 3aKPhITHIMU
rnazamu. Bepa 3aMeTuiia, 4To y Kak/I0W CTaTyH Ha Ipyau Oblila BIpe3aHa MaJIeHbKasi IBEPb.

IMaxJ10 bUTBIO, BOCKOM Y CTapPbIMU YEPHHJIAMHU.

3aech ObUIO THXO.
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Hacromnbko trxo, yto Bepa ciibliiana, Kak IIypHIuT TKaHb €€ TUIaThs, KOrjJa OHa UJET.

— Wrak, — cka3zana oHa, — BBl TIPUBEJIM MeHSI B OMOMMOTEeKY. S HOMKHA HAWTH KHUTY O
JeBYIIKe, KOTOPYIO BBl YOUJIM CTO CEMBJIECAT JIET Ha3a/l, O JIOTOBOPE C CYIIECTBOM U3 MUPA MEPTBBIX
WJIA O TOM, KaK M30aBUTHCS OT Majiavya, KOTOPBIM HE yMeeT OTBeYaTh Ha BOIPOCHI?

— IlocnenHee Bam HE IOMOKET.

— 4 3amernia.

Kasn ocranoBuIics y crona, Ha KOTOPOM JieKaJld HECKOJIBKO CTapbiX (DOJIUAHTOB.

— MHe HyXHa KHHUra O TIEPBbIX Ka3HX MOC/Ie 3aKJII0UEHHs JOroBopa.

— BbI XoTHTE pacckazaTh MHE, Kak CTad najayom?

— Her. {I Xouy BBIAACHUTB, IOYEMY JIOTOBOP Ha4aJl MEHATHCS.

— A oH meHnsietcs?

Kasn cHsin nepuarky.

Ha ero nagonu 6osbiiie He ObUTO KpoBU. PaHa 3aTsHysach, HO MO KOXKEW OCTaJICS TOHKHIA
CepeOPHCTHIN Clie/l, TIOXOKUI Ha IIpaMm.

— Panbie g He 4yyBcTBOBaN 00JM, — CKas3ajd oH. — He 4yBcTBOBaJ X0s0f1a, YCTAlIOCTH,
rosiona. Moé€ cepatie He OMI0Ch. S1 MOT IPOBECTH HOUb B CHETY U HE 3aMETHTh, KaK HACTYITUIIO YTPO.
— 3ByuHT YI0OHO.

— 41 He Mor cnare.

— Vke He Tak ynoOHO.

— U He Mor 3a0bIBaTh.

Bepa nepecrana ynbioarbcs.

Kasn nocmoTpesnt Ha NOJKH.

— Kaxpnas cmeptb ocraBanachk co MHOW. He Tospko nocnenHie BocnoMuHaHus. 1 4yBCTBOBa
crpax, 0oib, oTyassHue. VIHOTIa MHE Ka3aioch, YTO 51 3HAIO O YesioBeKe Oosbllie, 4eM OH caM. Ero
JETCTBO, €ro MepBYI0 JTI0OOBb, €ro MocieJHUe MbICIH. BC€ 3T0 0cTaBanoch BHyTpU MEHs.

— U BBI HUKOT/IA HE THITAJIMCH U30aBUTHCS OT TUX BOCTIOMUHAHUIA?

— IlpITancs.

—n

— Onu He Mowu, HO U He uyxue. Koraa st 3abupaio cMepTh, OHa CTAHOBUTCS YaCThIO MEHS.

Bepa BciomHmIIa, Kak mpukacajgach K TejaaM MOKOWHUKOB. OHa BHUjesa MOCAeHUE MUHYTHI
UX JKM3HU, HO BOCIIOMUHAHUS UCUE3aJIM, CTOWJIO €l OTHATh PyKy. MIHOrIa ocTaBasicsi HEMPUSITHBIN
0CaJIoK, MHOTJa — 4ykasi 00JIb, HO HUKOI/Ia OHA HE YyBCTBOBAJIA, UYTO YMEPIIIME KUBYT BHYTPH HEE.

— A 4TO U3MEHUJIOCH Terneph? — CIPOCHJIA OHA.

Kasn nocmotpern et B riaza.

— Tenepb s 4yBCTBYIO COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO.

— Iocne Toro, Kak 51 KOCHyJ1ach Bac?

— Jla.

— 3Ha4uT, 1 MOTY BEpHYTb BaM KU3Hb?

— BosmoxHo.

— A Mory OTHATb e€?

— BosmoxHo.

Bepa B3g0xHy1a.

— BpI Korma-Huoyap 0TBEYAIM Ha BOIIPOC CIIOBOM, KOTOPOE HE O3HAYAET «BO3MOXKHO» ?

— Jla.

— U xakum xe?

— «Her».

Ona 3akaruia rasa.

— He nonnmaro, noyemy Koposb BoOOIIE JOBEPsIET BaM Ka3HU.

— IMoTomy uTO s1 BCera UCTIONMHSIIO TIPUTOBOP.
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— Jlaxke ecu 4eJIoBEK HEBUHOBEH?

Kasn nocmoTpen Ha HE€ TOJITUM B3I AOM.

— Panbinie 51 He 3a7aBaJ1 TAKMX BOITPOCOB.

— A Teniepb?

— Teneps A nbITal0Ch NOHATH, IOYEMY BbI 33Ja€TE UX TaK, CJIOBHO YK€ 3HAETE OTBET.

Bepa orBepHyJiace.

Ei1 He xoTesock MpU3HaBaTh, UTO OHA JISHCTBUTEIBHO KOe-uTo MoHMMasa. OHa BHjea 10CTa-
TOYHO MEPTBBIX, YTOOBI 3HATh: MHOI/A YEJIOBEK CIIOCOOSH COBEPIIUTH YYJIOBHIIHBIA MMOCTYIIOK HE
MOTOMY, UTO JIIOOUT 3710, & TIOTOMY, YTO CJIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO JIIOOUT YTO-TO JIPYTOE.

Ho 310 He penano nocTynok MeHee 4yIOBUIIHBIM.

U He 03Hayao, 4To €ro MOKHO IMPOCTUT.

— Bor knura, — ckazan Kasj.

OH BBITAIIWJI C HYKHEH TOJIKY TOJICTBIN TOM B uépHOM Tieperuiete. Ha o0oxke He ObLIO Ha3Ba-
HUS$1, TOJIBKO KPYIVIbIM 3HAK, IOXOXKUI HA 3aKPBITHIH IJ1a3.

Korma oH monoxuin KHUTY Ha CTOJ, BCe CBEUW B OMOIMOTEKE MTOTACIIH.

Bepa B3apornyia.

— 310 y Bac 0ObIYHAsI peaKlysl KHUT Ha YnTaTesei’?

— Tosnbko y 3TOM.

— Pasymeercs.

Kasn otkpbut Tom.

[NepBbie cTpaHuUIB! OBLTH IMyCTHIMU. 3aTeM, MPSIMO y HUX Ha IJIa3ax, Ha TIoXeJTeBIIer Oymare
MPOCTYIUJIN CTPOKHU.

Bepa HaksoHMIach OMKe.

B roa Yépuoro coanna kopoJib Jasapa Bropoil npuka3an Ka3HUTh BceX HOCUTeJIel
3anpeTHoil Marum.

OHa npoyJia CJeayIoIIyio CTPOKY.

Iocaeqnum nagagom craj Kasi Beiip, cbiH 6€3bIMSIHHO K€ HITUHBI H KOP 0JIEBCKOT0
coJjaara.

Bepa yauBi€HHO mocMoTpesia Ha Hero.

— Bu1 Ob1TH IpOCTOITIOAUHOM?

— ¢ GBI CHIHOM KEHIIUHBI, KOTOpas yMepiia Ipu pojax, ¥ cojara, KOTOphIi He 3HAT O MOEM
CYIIIECTBOBAHHWH.

— W xoponb noBepui Bam Ka3HU?

— 41 OB XOpOIIl B CBOEM JIee.

— Kakoe ckpoMHOe npHu3HaHueE.

Kasn He orpearuposait.

Bepa npogomkuiia yuTars.

B nepBblil roJ Ka3Hel naJjay MCHOJHII CTO ABEHAAIaTh NPUroBopos. Bo BTOpoi
— ¢TO cOpoK ceMb. Ha TpeTuii roj1 oH 0TKa3aJjcsa OT HArpaJbl KOPOJIsi M MOMPOCHJ PYKH
Jiouepu MPHABOPHOTO JeKapsl.

Bepa nonHsuia masa.

— Bb1 ObLIu sKeHaTh1?

— Her.

— Ho npocwim pyku AeByLIKH.

— Jla.

— W 4ro ciyuusiocs?

Kasin 3akpbul kHUTY.

— MB&I npuILUIM HE 3a STUM.

Bepa nonoskuiia JiaIoHb Ha 0OJIOKKY, He TIO3BOJISISI eMy yOpaTh TOM.
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— BbI Beib IOHUMaeTe, 4TO Tenepb s He OTCTaHy?

— Ionnmaro.

— Torna pacckaxure.

OH J05TO CMOTpE Ha €€ PYKY, JISKABIIYIO TIOBEpX KHUTH.

— ¢ mo6un e€, — ckazas oH HakoHell. — Ho oHa He cTana Moel KeHOH.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTomy UTO 51 OBUT MATAYOM.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— Jlnst He€ — ObLI.

Bepa yOpana pyky.

OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO cKa3ath. BriepBbie Kasnm He oTTasikuBa e€ 3arajikoi, a MpoCTO MOKa3bIBA
YacTb CBOEH KU3HU — MAaJICHbKYI0, OOJIE3HEHHYI0, HE TIpeTHa3HAUCHHYIO JJIs1 1yKUX IJ1a3.

W, BO3MOXHO, IMEHHO MO3TOMY €l XOTeJIOCh y3HATh OOJBIIIE.

— Kak e€ 3Banmu? — cnpocuna Bepa.

Kasn mocmotpen Ha 3aKphITyI0 KHUTY.

— JIuopa.

Vmst mpo3Bydasio THXO, MOYTH OEpekHO.

Bepa nodyBcTBOBaJIa HEOKMIAAHHYIO YKOJI PEBHOCTH M TYT K€ pa3o3/iiiach Ha ceOs 3a 3Ty
Henernoctb. OHa enBa 3Hama Kasna. On ObuT onaceH, JKUB U, BEPOSTHO, BUHOBEH B MPECTYIUICHUH,
KOTOpOe He Moria cede Jaxe MpeCTaBuTh. Y He€ He ObLJIO HU eJMHOW NMPUYMHBI PEBHOBATh €r0 K
MEPTBOM AEBYLIKE.

Tem Oostee K IEBYIIKe, KOTOPYIO OH caM YOWII.

— OmHa o0Onajasnia 3arnpeTHol Maruei? — cripocuia Bepa.

Kasn noassn rososy.

— [ouemy BbI Tak pern?

— IMoTomy 4TO BB TOBOpHTE O HEll Tak, OYATO €€ CMepTh JI0 CUX TIOp UMEeT HaJl BAMH BJIACTb.

OH HUYEro He OTBETUIL.

Ho kHura packpbuiach cama.

CrpaHu1ibl OBICTPO MEPETUCTHYIIUCH, OCTAHOBUBIIINCH HAa CEPEMHE TOMA.

Tam ObLTa WIUTIOCTpATTHS.

JleByIiIka B cepoM IUIaThe CTOsIIa MOCPeIn KAMEHHOTO Kpyra, OKpYKEHHAsi YEPHBIMH KOPHSIMHU.
E€ 1110 ObUTO CKPBITO TEHBIO, HO HA 3aIISICThe BUAHEIACh KpacHasl HUTb, 3aBSI3aHHAS TPEMsI y3J1aMH.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNA, Kak MOXOJIOZENH MAJIBIIBL.

Ta camast HUTB.

Ta camasi, KOTOpyI0 OHa BU/ie/Ia B BOCTIOMUHAHUY.

[Non pucyHKOM OBLIO HANMCAHO:

JIMOPA 3CTEJIb. HOCUTE/IbHUIIA ITAMATHU. NMTOCJIEJHAA N3 TOMA,
KOTOPBI IOMHUT CMEPTb.

Bepa nepeunrana HaaIuCh.

[Torom emg pas.

— DcTenb, — MPOU3HECsa OHa.

Kasn momyair.

— Mos pamunusa — IcTenb.

— 4 ymero umurars.

— Torna o6bsicHUTE, TOYeMy MOs (DaMIITUSI HAMTMCAHA PSIOM C UMEHEM JIEBYILIKU, KOTOPYIO
BBl YOWJIM CTO CEMBECST JIeT Ha3a/l.

— 4 noka He 3Hal.

Bepa nocmorpena Ha Hero.

— Bul mkéTe.
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— BosmoxHo.

— Kasn!

— 4 ckazaJ, 4TO MoKa He 3Hal0. DTO HE 3HAYUT, UTO Y MEHSI HET MOI03PEHUI.

— U kakue xe?

OH MeJIEeHHO NepEeBEPHYJI CTPAHMUILY.

Ha cnenytorieit G110 HaNMCAaHO BCETO HECKOJIBKO CTPOK.

oM Dcrenp ObLI YHHUTOKeH nocie ka3Hu JInopsl. Bee ero mpeacraBuresn npu-
3HaHbl MEPTBLIMU. EqUHCTBEeHHAsA BHIXKUBIIASA /1€eBOYKA HCY€E3JIa B HOYb, KOI1a 0CTAaHOBH-
JIOCh cep/lle MocJaeJHero najaya.

Bepa nouyscTBOBaJIa, Kak 3¢MJIsl YXOOUT y HEE U3-T101 HOT.

— Her, — npomenrana oHa.

Omna ynTasna gajblie, HO CJIOBA PACIUIBIBAJIMCH MEepe]] IJIa3aMH.

Nms neBouku He coxpanmiochb. E€ kpoBb Oblia 3aneyarana. E€ nmamsars — pasje-
JIeHa.

Bepa pe3ko 3akpbliia KHUTY.

— 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Tlouemy?

— ITotomy uTO 51 poaMIack B HIKHEM ropoge. Most MaTh ymepiia, Korga MHe OblIo ceMb. OTelt
ucues elie paHblie. S He MpUHaAIeKy HUKAKOMY ApEeBHEMY JIOMY, U YK TOYHO He SIBJISI0Ch TOTOMKOM
AEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO Bbl YOMJIM CTO CEMBECST JIET Ha3al.

— B kHure He cka3zaHo, 4TO Bbl €€ IOTOMOK.

— Toraa uTo 03HaYaeT «e€ KPOoBb ObLIa 3arieyaTaHa» ?

Kasn mocMmoTpet Ha He€ ¢ TaKuM BbIpak€HUEM, 4TO Bepa BriepBbIe Mosxasesia 0 CBOEM BOIIPOCE.

— 4 He 3Hal.

— XBarur!

E€ ronoc paszuéccs o 6udnmoreke.

['me-To HaBepxy XJIomMHyna aBephb. B OPOH30BBIX CTAaTysIX pa30M OTKPBUIUCH IJ1a3a.

Bepa orcrynuna ot crona.

— BubI 3Haim, 4TO A CBA3aHa C HEW.

— 4 nono3pesa.

— U Bc€ paBHO npuBe3JM MeHs ciofa’?

— Jla.

— Tlouemy?

Kasn He oTBerun cpasy.

— IMoToMy UTO BBl €qMHCTBEHHASI, KTO MOKET OMOYb MHE Pa300paThCsi B IOTOBOPE.

Bepa nouyscTBOBaJIa, KaKk BHYTPH MOIHUMAETCS XOJIOAHASA APOCTb.

— 3Ha4uT, BCE 3TO BPEMsI Bbl UCIIOJIb30BAJIM MEHSI.

— 4 ncnonb30BaJ1 BO3MOKHOCTD.

— Kakas ToHKas pa3Hua.

— Bepa...

— Her. He Hago. Bel He MO)eTe OQHOBPEMEHHO CIacaTh MEHS U CYUTATh MHCTPYMEHTOM.

— 41 He cuMTal BaC UHCTPYMEHTOM.

— Toraa nouemy He ckazanu npasay?

OH nocMoTpes Ha Hee.

— IMoTtomy uTO GOSsIICS, UTO BB COSKUTE.

Bepa 3amepna.

310 OBUIO TIEPBOE MO-HACTOSIIEMY YECTHOE MTPU3HAHME, KOTOPOE OHA YCIIBIIIIAA OT HEro.

W oHO oKazanock Xyxe 000 JIKH.
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— BbI 6osunck, uTo s cOery, — MeIeHHO TOBTOpWIAa OHA. — 3HAYMT, Bbl JIEHCTBUTEILHO
CUMTAETE, YTO s1 MOTY BaM MOMOYb.

— Ja.

— W 4TO MMEHHO g JOJIKHA COeaTh?

Kasn He ycnien oTBeTUTb.

KHnura 3axJionHynach ¢ TakuM I'poXOTOM, 4TO CO CTOJIa MOCHIIAIACH TIbLIb.

3ateM B r1yOrHe OMOIMOTEKH pas3aascs rojoc.

My)cKoH.

CrOKOVHBIH.

3HaKOMBIH.

Tot camblii rosoc, KoTopblii Bepa ciiblinana B mocieHuX BOCIOMUHAHUAX Darapa Mosa.

— Kasn Beiip. Kak 1aBHO Mbl HE BUJIETHCH.

[Manau MraoBeHHO 3acoHUT Bepy co0oii.

— He nBuraitrech, — npukasai oH.

— BBl yxe ropopuiu 310, — npollenTaia oHa.

— W BbI HU pa3y He NOCITYIIAINCh.

— Y MeHA eCcTb IPUYUHBI.

— 4 3amern.

N3-3a KHMKHBIX CTeJUIaXkel BbILIES MyKYMHA B TEMHOM KOCTIOME.

Ero nuno mo-mpexHeMy CKpbIBajia TeHb, XOTSI HM O[IHAa cBeya B OuOimoteke He ropena. OH
JBUTAJICSA JIETKO Y OECITYMHO, CJIOBHO HE IIEN I10 TIONY, a CKOJIB3WII HaJl HUM.

Bepa y3Hana ero rosoc.

Tort, kto yomn darapa.

Tor, KTO MPUXOANII K €€ ABEPU.

Tor, k0 3HaJ O JInope.

— Bbl, — npousHecia oHa.

MyXuMHa cjieTka HAKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY.

— Pap, 4to BB MEHS IOMHUTE.

— 4 nomH10 Bai rosnoc. JInna s Tak 1 He BUJENA.

— Jluma yacTo 0OMaHBIBAIOT.

— A rosioca, pazyMeeTcsi, HUKOrja.

Hesnakomer Txo paccmestics.

— Bbl ymHee, 4em s oxuad.

— A BBl MEHEE OPUTMHAJIBbHBI, YEM $1 HaZIEsIach.

Kasn marnyin Briepén.

— 3ayeMm Tbl NpuILEn?

— IpenynpeanTs TeoOs1.

— O uém?

— O TOM, YTO ThI COBEPILIJI OIINOKY.

— 41 coepiaio ux yxe cTo cempaecar JieT. [Ipunercs yToyHuTs.

Myx4rHa IOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY K Bepe.

— Tbl TO3BOJHII €11 MPUKOCHYTHCA K TeOe.

Kasn He orBeTuiL.

— Omna yBuzena Jlnopy, — npoAokuil HE3HAKOMEll. — 3HauuT, NaMsATh Hayaja BO3Bpa-
11aThCsl.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak C:kajuochk ropiio.

— Y0 3HaYUT «BO3BpAILATHCS» 7

MyxurHa He 0OpaTUI Ha HEe€ BHUMAHMSI.
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— Ecnu TH1 ipoBe€b 0Opsi HA paccBeTe, KOpoib MOMYYUT He TOro, Koro xaet. Tl mpe-

KpaCHO 9TO 3Ha€Cllb.

Bonp,

— $1 He cobuparoch MPOBOAUTH OOPSII.

— ThI yxe oTKazasica ogHaxabl. M1 mocMoTpu, 4eM BCE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH.
Kasn mennieHHo cxail KyJlaku.

— Vxomum.

— ThI HE MOXKeEIlb 3aCTABUTh MEHS.

— Mory nonsitarscs.

— U cHoBa notepsiTh €€?

B Oubnuoteke cTano XoNoaHo.

Bepa yBupena, kak u3meHmioch o Kasna. He crpax, He THeB — HeuTo OoJiee CTpalliHoe.
KOTOpasi repecraia ObITh BOCTIOMUHAHMEM M CHOBA CTaJsla HACTOSIIIEH.
Hesnakomer noeepHysics k Bepe.

— BpbI xoTHTE 3HATH, KTO YOWJI HACJIEJHOTO MPHHIIA?

— Jla.

— Torma CITPOCUTE MaJIa4da, IIOYEMY €1ro UM IOABHUJIOCh Ha KOJIOKOJIE pAI0M C UMCHEM AIIpI/I-

Kasn pe3ko aBUHYJICS BIEPEd, HO MyKUMHA yKe OTCTYINasl B TEHb.
— U em€ koe-uto, Bepa Dcrenb, — nmpousHéc oH. — Eciu XoTuTe A0XKUTh 10 CeABMOTO AHS,

He no3BosiiTe Kasnmy Belipy cHOBa momoouTh Bac.

— Tlouemy?
He3snakomern ocraHoBHIICA.
Ha mraoBenue Bepa yBuzena kpaii ero nvna: OneHyio MEKY U TOHKHIA IpaM, YXOISAIIUHN OT

BHUCKa K TIOOOPOJIKY.

— IMoToMy UTO B IPOIUIBIA pa3 OH YHUUTOXKHUII HE TOJBKO JKEHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO JIIOOWI.
TeHb COMKHYJ1ach BOKPYT HETO.

— OH yHUYTOXWJI LEJBIA POJI.

MyxurHa ucyes.

B OubnuoTeke cHOBa 3aKIJIMCh CBEYH.

Bepa crosina HeNOABMKHO, MBITASICh OCMBICTUTD YCITBIIIAHHOE.

JInopa Dcreb.

JloM, yHUUTOKEHHBII 10CcsIe €€ Ka3HHU.

BrokuBIIas 1eBOYKa, Ubsl MaMsATh OblIa pa3aesieHa.

W Kasn, KoTopblii 60sIICs, YTO OHA COSKHT, IIOTOMY UTO HY’KIAJICS B €€ TIOMOIIH.
Ona MeJJIeHHO TIOBEpHYJIaCh K HEMY.

— BpI coOmnpauch pacckasatb MHE 000 BCEM 3TOM?

— Jla.

— Korga?

— Korma 6yny yBepeH, 4To 3TO mpasja.

— A ecsu Obl 51 He yBHJEJa KHUTY?

Kasn momyair.

— BbI ObI TPOOIIKAIN KCHIOMB30BATh MEHsI, HIYETO He OOBSICHsIS?

— 41 OBl mOCTapascs Bac 3alIUTHUTb.

Bepa HeBecesno ycMexHynach.

— BbI BCE BpeMs IyTaeTe 3TU BELIU.

Omna HanpaBWIach K BBIXOLY.

Kasn He ocranoBu €€.

N noyeMy-To UMEHHO 3TO MPUYMHUIIO el OoJIbIie 00U, YeM eciii Obl OH CXBATHII €€ 3a PYKY.
V camoii aBepu Bepa obepHyack.
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— Emeé onuH Borpoc.

— Kakoii?

— Korna Bb younu JInopy, oHa 3Haja, 4To Bbl €€ moouTe?

Kasn nonro cMotpen Ha HeE.

— Jla.

— U Bc€ paBHO He npocTuiia?

OH onycrui masa.

— Omna He ycniena.

Bepa Bbiuia u3 OMOMMOTEKH, OCTABUB €r0 HAaeWHE C KHUTOM, KOTOpasl XpaHWja CIIUIIKOM
MHOI'O MEPTBBIX UMEH.

K nomnynHio conHIle Tak ¥ He OJHSAIOCh.

JIBopel1 MmocTerneHHo BO3Bpaliajcs K KU3HU, HO JIeJal 3T0 HeOX0THO. CTpakHUKU U30eraiu
CMOTpETD JIpyr Apyry B m1aza. Ciiyru mentanuch y asepeid. Ha nectHunax naxJjo jagaHom, a y BXona
B TPOHHBIN 3J1 KTO-TO TMOCTABWJI Yally C COJbI0O — CTAPUHHBIN CIIOCOO 3AIUTUTHCS OT AYXOB, B
KOTOPbII KOPOJIEBCKHME COBETHUKH SIKOObI HE BEPHUIIH.

Bepa nuia no kopugopy onHa.

Kasn He nocnenoBan 3a Heil.

Oma He 3HaJIa, PaJoBaThCS STOMY MM OECTIOKOUTHCS.

VY moBopoTta e€ OCTaHOBHMJI MAJIbUMK JIET JBEHAIATH B JMBpee ABOPIOBOro ciyru. OH ObLT
OnezieH, Xy U Tak CHJIBHO CKMMAJ B PyKax MaJICHbKUN CBEPTOK, YTO KOCTSIIKY MaJIbIIEB TTOOEIIEIH.

— locnioxa Scrensb?

Bepa Hacropoxuiace.

— UYro Tebe Hy)KHO?

— MHe Besiesv nepenarb 310 BaM.

OH npoTsAHYN CBEPTOK.

— Kro Benen?

— He 3Hat0. OH ocTaBUII €ro Ha KyXHe.

— Kr10?

ManpurK UCIyraHHO TOCMOTPEJI TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— Myxunna. B uépHoM. OH cka3al, 4To Bbl IONMETE.

Bepa He cTanma OpaTh CBEPTOK cpasy.

— Kak oH Buirisinen?

— 1 He BUAen ero uua.

— Koneuno, — npo6opmMoTasia 0Ha. — Bbij10 ObI CIMIITKOM TIPOCTO.

Ona 3a6pana cBEPTOK. MajbuMK TYT K€ OTCTYIHJI U TIOUTH OEroM Mcye3 3a yIJIoM.

BHyTpH n1exkan HeOONbIION IepeBsSHHBIN (YT, ePEBSI3aHHBIN KPACHON HUTHIO.

Tpemsa y3znamu.

Bepa nonro cmoTpesnia Ha He€, pexae YeM pa3Bsi3arh.

B ¢ymspe nexano cepeOpsiHOe KOJBIO ¢ TEMHBIM KamMHeM. Ha BHyTpeHHEl cTopoHe ObLIH
BBITPABUPOBAHBI J1B€ OYKBBI.

JLI. 9.

ITox kosbLIOM HAXOAMJIACH CIIOKEHHAsI 3aITUCKa.

Bepa pa3BepHyna e€.

[Novepk OBbUT MEKMM, aKKypaTHBIM, TIOUTH JIEBUYBHM.

«Ecau mol yvumaewts 3mo, 3nauum, ox CHO8A HAUANL YYECMBOBANb.

He 6epv emy, Kozda on ckadicem, umo xouen ymepems.

He 6epb emy, Koz2da on ckadicem, umo xouem dcumb.

H nuxozoa ne omoasaii emy cepoue.
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Tomomy umo 00HaxCObL OH Yoice 3a0Pan MOE».

Bepa nepeunrana 3anucky.

[ToTrom nepeBepHyna e€.

Ha oOpatHoii cTopoHe cTOs1a BCero 0JjHa CTpOKa:

CITPOCH Y HEI'O, UTO CJIVHMJIOCH C CEPALIEM AJ/IPUAHA.

Bepa MenieHHO orycTumia pyky.

I'ne-To nanexo, B BOCTOYHOM YacTU ABOPLA, pa3Aalics KPUK.

3areM — 3BOH pa30MTOrO CTEKJIA.

N Hakowe11 rojioc Koposist DAMyH 1, TPEMEBIIINIA TT0 KOPUIOPaM:

— Haiigure nanava! Hemeniexnto!

Bepa cripsitasia KOIbIO M 3aIUCKY B KapMaH.

Ona ew€ He 3HaJa, YTO MPOU3OIILIO C HAacleAHbIM IpuHLeM. He 3Hana, nouemy e€ pamuminns
OKa3aJiach CBSI3aHA C UMEHEM JIEBYIIIKU, YOMTOH CTO CEMBECST JieT Ha3a[. He 3Hana, KTo ObUT HEe3Ha-
KOMEILl ¥ I0YeMY TaK HAaCTOMYMBO IBITAJICS 3aCTaBUTh €€ yCOMHUTBHCA B Kasase.

Ho Ternieps y He€ ObLT BOITPOC, HA KOTOPBIN Majiay 00si3aH ObUT OTBETHTH.

Yro ciayumoch ¢ cepateM Aapuana?

U nmoyemy B TOT camsbiii Mur, Korna Bepa pemmia Haviti Kasna, e€ coOcTBeHHOE cepiie yaa-
PWIO B TPy TPUK[BI — TaK ke, KaK KOJOKOJ MaMsITh?

Ha tpetbem yaape cepeOpsiHOE KOMBIIO B €€ KapMaHe CTaJIO TOPSIHM.

A B rimyOuHe 1BOpIIa KTO-TO MPOIIETITAN:

— Haxkonen-to Tl BCHOMHWIA, Bepa.
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I'naBa 6. Cepaue HacjieJHUKA

CepeOpsiHOE KOJBIIO MPOXKHUTAIO KAPMaH.

Bepa BhITammia ero u ensa He BbIpOHWJIA. TEMHBI KaMeHb, €IE MUHYTY Ha3ag, XOJOOHBIN
Y HENPO3PaYHBbIM, TENEPb CBETWICS U3HYTPU TYCKJIBIM KPAcHBIM CBETOM. TpH BBIrPaBUPOBAaHHBIE
OYKBbI TPOCTYIMJIM Ha €ro NOBEPXHOCTH, CIOBHO X BbIKUI'AJIM HEBUAUMBIM IIEPOM.

JI. 2.

Bepa cxana KoJbLO B JTaJOHHU.

— Ecau TeI cobupaeliibes B30pBaThesl, — MPOLLIETTala OHA, — MPeIylpexaalo: s He B HACTPO-
CHUU.

KonbLio orBETHIIO ynapoMm.

He 3B0HOM, He BCITBIIIKON — KOPOTKMM TOJTYKOM, OT KOTOpOro y Bepel 3aHemerna pyka.

A 3areM M3 ITyOMHBI ABOPLIA JOHECCS TOIOC KOPOJIS:

— Haiinure Kasna Benpa! 3akpbits Bce Bbixonsl! Hukoro He BhlntycKars!

3a HUM NOCeA0BaAIN ObICTPbIE IAry, JISA3r OPYKUS U IIIyM MHOKECTBA T'OJIOCOB.

Bepa cynyna KomnbIio 0OpaTHO B KApMaH M HANPaBUJIACh K BOCTOYHOMY KPBLITY.

Ecmm koponb uckan Kasna, 3HaunT, najay 1100 CHOBA COBEPIIMI YTO-TO YKacHOE, JTMOO OKa-
3aJIcsl €qMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOrO MOXHO ObUIO B 9TOM 0OBMHMTH. Cyas MO TOMY, Kak
CKJIa/IBIBAJIUCh MOCTIEAHUE COOBITHS, 00a BapuaHTa Ka3aJiuch OJUHAKOBO BEPOSATHBIMMU.

Omna cBepHyJa 3a yroi v CTOJIKHYJIAaCh C IByMs CTPaKHUKAMHU.

— Crosars!

Bepa ocranoBuace.

OpvH U3 HUX, IMPOKOIUIEYNH MYKUYMHA C CEIBIMU YCaMH, Y3HAJI €€ U TYT XK€ MOTAHYJICA K
Meuy.

— Bl He nMeeTe npaBa MOKKUAATH OTBEJEHHBIE BaM ITOKOM.

— A BBI He MMeeTe NpaBa XBaTaTh MEHs 3a pyKy Oe3 pa3pelleHus. Bugure, kKak MHOrO UHTe-
pecHoro mMbl 00a y3Hau?

— MmeneM KopodiA. ..

— Jla-y1a, IMEHEeM KOpOJIsi MHE 3alpellieHo JIbIaTh, XOAUTb U, BEPOSTHO, JyMaTh Oe3 MUCh-
MEHHOTO paspelieHus. I yxe ciplnana.

Bropoin cTpakHUK HaXMypHIICS.

— Hac npegynpenuiny, 4To Bbl OIIaCHBI.

— Kro nmenno?

— Kanuep OcBanba.

— Toraa nepenaiite kaH1yiepy, 4To 5 noJjbiueHa. OObIYHO OMACHBIMU CUUTAIOT JIIOJIEH, Y KOTO-
PBIX €CTb BJIACTb, JEHBI'W WJIM XOTsI OBl IPUJIMYHBIA HOXK. Y MEHsI HET HUUETrO U3 TIePEeUrCIICHHOTO.

— Oroiigure OT HEE, — pas3zajcs rojioc No3agu.

CTpaKHMKY BBITSHYJIHCH.

Kas71 crosn B HecKoNbKMX Inarax oT HUX. Ha HEM ObUT TOT ke YEPHBIA KOCTIOM, HO BOPOT
pyOalKky paccTérHyT, a Ha JiMlie NOsBUIaCh CTpaHHasi OJeIHOCTb, KOTOpoil Bepa paHblue He 3ame-
yasa.

OH BBINIAZEN TaK, CIIOBHO HE CIaJI HECKOJIBKO HOYEH.

XoTs1, ecii BCIIOMHUTb, OH BOOOIIE HE MOT CIaTbh.

— T'ocnonun Benp, — npousHEc crapimii crpa)xHuk. — [Ipuka3 kopos. ..

— 41 3Ha10 pUKa3 Koposs.

— Toraa Bl JOKHBI HEMEJIEHHO SIBUTHCSI B TPOHHBIM 3aJl.

— Jlomxen?

B ronoce Kasna He 6b110 yrpossl. M Bc€ ke 00a cTpakHUKa OTCTYIUIIN.
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— Jla, rocnoauH.

— Ilepenaiite kopoJO, UTO 5 MPULY, KOTAA 3aKOHYY.

— Ho...

Kasn nocmotpen Ha Hero.

— XotuTe OOBACHUTh MHE, KaK UCHIOJHSATH TPUKA3bI?

CrpaxHUK MOOIeTHE.

— Her, rocriogus.

— IpekpacHo. Toraa 3aiiMuTech YeM-HUOY/b TTOJIE3HBIM.

O6a My>KYMHBI TIOCTIETIIVITN CKPBITHCS 32 TIOBOPOTOM.

Bepa npoBoauia ux B3MJISIIOM.

— BuI Bcerna tak pasroBapuBaeTe ¢ HOTYMHEHHBIMU?

— V MeHd HeT MOJYMHEHHBIX.

— A Kak Xe CTpaXHUKHU?

— OHM NMOTYUHSIOTCS KOPOJTIO.

— A BHI?

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— 41 NOMYMHAKIOCH TPUTOBOPY.

Bepa xotena cipocuTh, UTO 3TO 3HAUUT, HO TiepeayMaia. Y He€ ObLIO CIUIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPO-
COB, Y KaX/Iblil HOBBII OTBET, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOPOKAAI IIE TPU.

OHa j1ocTana U3 KapMaHa KoJiblIo.

— 9TO BaM 3HAKOMO?

Kasn MrHoBeHHO M3MEHUJICS B JIULIE.

OH He nonbiTancs B35Th KoJbLo. He cripocui, oTkyna oHo y He€. TonbKo ycTaBuiics Ha TEMHBIN
KaMeHb TakK, CJIOBHO TOT MOT YKYCUTb.

— I'ne BHI ero Hanum?

— MHe nepenanm.

— Kr10?

— Myxuuna B u€pHoM. Pasymeercs, Ge3 smiia.

Kasn MeayieHHO NOHAN Ha HeE Iy1asa.

— Yro em€ oH nepegan?

Bepa BbIHYyJIA 3aITUCKY.

Kasn mpounran e€ mova.

C Kax[IpIM CJIOBOM €ro JIMIIO CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE Oosiee HermoaBwHbBIM. Korma oH fomén 1o
MOCJIeHEN CTPOKH, TaJIbIbl Ha Oymare mooesiesny.

— Yrto ciyuusiocs ¢ cepaiieM Anpuana? — crnpocuiia Bepa.

Kasin cnoxkun 3anucky.

— Ham HyxHO uarn.

— Her. Bul yxe BTOpo#i pa3 3a yTpo IBITA€TECh YBECTU MeHS OT oTBeTa. botock, eciau 31o
MPOJOJIKUTCS, 1 HAUHY MOJ03peBaTh, YTO Bbl YTO-TO CKPbIBAETE.

— 41 ckpbIBa0 MHOTOE.

— Heyxenmu? A g-To gymaia, 4yTo Bbl IPOCTO HE YMEETE Pa3roBapyBaTh.

OH He yJbIOHYJICS.

— Bepa, nocnymaiite MeHsl BHUMATENILHO. YUTO OBl BBl HU YCIIBIIIATHN B OJIMKANIIINE HECKOIBKO
MUHYT, HE TIOBTOPSIATE ITO BCIIYX.

— Tlouemy?

— [loromy uTO KOMBLO NpUHAIERaso Jlnope.

Bepa nmocmotperna Ha cepeOpsiHOe yKpallleHHe.

— BBl ckazanu, 4To OHa yMepIia CTO CEMbAECAT JIET Ha3aj.

— Omna ymepra.
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— Torna nouemy e€ KoJbLIO MOSBUIOCH 37€Ch?

Kasn nepeBén B3MIAA HA 3aITUCKY.

—_— HOTOMy YTO KTO-TO XOYET, ‘ITO6I)I Bbl BCTIOMHUJIA.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— To, 4To npor30IIO 10 BAIIETO POXKIECHUS.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaIa, Kak Mo KOke Mpodekas XOIOHOK.

— Bl camu criplnmTe, HACKOIBKO O@3YMHO 3TO 3BYyUHUT?

— Ja.

— U Bc€ paBHO nipojokaere?

— $1 He ymelo JITaTh JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO, YTOOBI C/IENIaTh TO MPABIOTIOOOHBIM.
— BoT B 3TOM 4 ¢ Bamu corjiacHa.

OHa cripsitaia KOJIbIO, HO 3alUCKy OCTaBUJIA B PYKe.

— 3HauuT, BBl 3HAETE, YTO CIYUYMIIOCH C cepllieM AJipuaHa.
— $1 3Ha10, YTO OHO UCUYERIIO.

— Korga?

— B HOub ero cmepru.

— A xT0 ero 3a0pan?

Kasn nocmotpen B cTOpoHy BOCTOYHOTO KpbLIa.

— Bor 310 MBI 1 OOJI’KHBI BBISICHUTD.

Teno HacieqHOro MprHIA HAXOIWJIOCh B CTAPOil YaCOBHE, KOTOPYIO MHOIO JIET HE UCIIOJb30-
BaJIM /17151 OOTOCITYKEHHIA.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBasA 3a11ax CMEPTH €IIE A0 TOro, Kak OHU NOAOUUIA K ABEPH.

OH ObLT 3HAKOMBIM: XOJIOMHAsI CHIPOCTh, KeJe30 U CIaOblii apoMaT TOPbKUX TPaB, KOTOPHIMU
MIPUIBOPHBIE JIEKAPH MBITAIMCH CKPHITh Hen30exkHoe. Ho 31ech K HUM MPUMENIMBAIOCh HEUTO IPyroe
— CJIaJJKOBATBI} 3arax IBETOB, MPOJIKABIIMX CIUIIKOM JO0JTO B 3aKPHITON KOMHATE.

VY BXoga CTOSUTH YeTBEPO CTPAXKHHUKOB.

VBuzeB Kasna, onu paccrynuimch 6€3 eIMHOTrO CJIoBa.

BHyTpu yacoBHM 1apuI1 nosyMpax. L{BeTHble CTEKIIa BBICOKMX OKOH JABHO ITOTEMHEINH, U COJI-
HEYHBIH CBET, TaK U HE CYMEBIIMI MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b 00JIaKa, OCTaBJIST HA KAMEHHOM TIOJTY JIMIIb
TYCKJIbIE TISITHA. B 1IeHTpe moMeleHust CTOsUT KAMEHHBIN CTOJI, HAKPBITBIA OeJI0i TKaHBIO.

ITon Heit nexan AnpuaH DUpPBEHCKUIA.

Bepa ocranoBuIIach.

Omna Buzena MHOTo MEPTBBIX Jiiofed. CTapuKOB C BBICOXIIIMMU JIUIIAMU, JETel ¢ pa3OUTBIMU
n0aMu, COJIAT, YbM TeJa IPUHOCHIIH C TIONs1 00sI, PECTYITHUKOB, KOTOPBIX Ka3HUIM HA TUIOMIAIH.

Ho Hacnequbii pUHIL BBIIVISACT UHAYE.

Ero kosa Obl1a cmIkoM OJieJHOM, TOUTH Mpo3payHoit. ['yObl mproOpenu cepoBaThlii OTTEHOK.
Ha rpyau He ObL10 paH, Ha Iiee — ciieloB yayiieHus. Ecim Obl He HEeMOABMKHOCTD Teja, MOKHO
ObLIO OBI MOyMaTh, YTO AJPHaH MPOCTO CIIUT.

— Korpa ero nam? — cripocunia Bepa.

— Ha paccere, — orBetmit Kas.

— K10 06Hapyxui Teno?

— Ero nuuHeii ciyra.

— W rae oH ceituac?

— B remHune.

Bepa nosepHyace kK HeMy.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTomy uTO OH yTBEpXKJa€eT, OyATO BUJIEN, KaK MPHUHI] PA3rOBapUBa C MEPTBBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

— W BBHI pemmig, 9To JIy4IInii criocod MpoBEpUTh €ro CJIOBa — 3anepeTh ero?
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— 9T0 peleHue Kopos.

— yIII/IBI/ITGJIbHO, KaK 49aCTO B 9TOM JIBOPILIE CaMbIC ITTYIIbIC PEHICHHW A OKA3bIBAIOTCA PEIICHUAMN
KOpOJISL.

Kasn npomosyan.

Bepa nopoiuia Kk KAMEHHOMY CTOJTY U OCTOPOKHO OTKMHYJIA TKaHb.

Anpuan 6611 Mosion. Ha Buz emy e/1Ba MCIIOTHUIIOCH IBAALATH MATh. TEMHbBIE BOJIOCHI JIEKAIIH
Ha 710y, OfHa pyKa ObUla COTHYTa Yy TPyAH, a Apyras BBITSHYTa BIOIb Tena. Ha manbiie nmpaBoi pyku
TEMHEJIO IMUPOKOE 30JI0TOE KOJBIIO C repOoM DIpPBEHOB.

Bepa HaksoHMIach OMAKe.

— BblI ckazanm, 4to y Hero ucuesiio cepate. Ho rpynp He BCKphITa.

— HMmenHo.

— Toraa Kak OHO MOIJIO UCYE3HYTh?

— ¢ HajesICs, UTO BB MHE 9TO OOBSICHUTE.

Omna nocmorpena Ha Kasna.

— BpI npuBenu MeHs clofja, YToOb 5T UCTIONB30BajIa CBOM qap?

— Jla.

— A eciM s yBUKY 4TO-TO, UTO BaM HE NIOHPABUTCS?

— 4 BBICITYIIAIO Bac.

— W He cranere oTpe3ars MHE SA3bIK?

— He crany.

— Kaxkoe obneruenne. Kopois, BeposiTHO, Oy/ieT pa3ouapoBaH.

Kasn cHst nepuaTky v MpOTSAHYJI €H.

— Bam nonago6uTcs 3to.

Bepa nocmortpena Ha nepyarky, 3aTeM Ha Hero.

— BbI nnpejiyiaraete MHE MPUKOCHYTHCSI K MEPTBOMY MPHUHITY ?

— 4 npepyiaraio BaM He MpUKacaThCsl K HEMY T'OJIOW PYKOMA.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoToMy UTO €ro cMepTh He MOX0Xka Ha OOBIYHYIO.

— A Baia, Kak 5 IOHUMalo, COBEPIIEHHO OOBIKHOBEHHAs?

— Her.

— Toraa xots ObI B 4EM-TO MBI C BAMHU Pa300paIUCh.

Omna Haziena nepyartky.

Koxa Obu1a MArkoit, moutu T€moi. Ha BHyTpeHHe# cTOpoHe coXpaHuiIcs clnadblil 3amax ApiMa
U KeJie3a.

— BbI HOCHTE TIepYaTKU HEe TOJBKO AJIsI TOTO, UTOOBI CKpBIBAaTh 3HAK ? — crpocuia Bepa.

— Her.

— Torna 3auem?

Kasn nocmoTtpen Ha Tesno npuHIa.

— YToOBl HE PUKACATHCS K JKUBBIM.

Bepa He crana 3aaBarh ciaegyIoLIMil BOIPOC.

Oma ysxe 3HaJa, YTO MPUKOCHOBEeHUE K Kasamy Bo3Bparano emy crocoOHOCTh 4yBCTBOBaTh. Ho
Ternephb BIEPBbIE 3a/lyMajiach O JPyroM: 4TO MIPOMCXOJWIO C HUM, KOTJa OH Kacasicsl OCTaJIbHbIX 7

Bo3moxHO, OH 0OsJICSI HE TOTO, YTO MOT PHYUHHUTH UM OOJTb.

Bo3MoikHO, OH GOSUICS TOTO, YTO MOT TTOYYBCTBOBATh CaM.

Bepa ocTopo:xHO KOCHYIAch 3arsicThst AJjpraHa.

N mup packosorcs.

CHavasa oHa yciIbllaza My3bIKy.
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Tuxyio, e1Ba pa3InuuMyI0 MEJIOJMIO, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO Urpasl Ha (POPTENHUAHO B COCETHEN KOM-
Hare. 3aTeM — cMex. 3BoH Ookaos. Illenect moporux TKaHei.

AJpuaH CTOsUI y BBICOKOTO OKHa B IIPOCTOPHOM 3aJI€, 3JIUTOM 30JI0TUCTHIM CBETOM.

OH OBLT KUB.

Ha HéM ObLT TEMHO-CUHMIA KaM30J1 C cepeOpsTHOM BHIIITUBKOM, a Ha ry0ax urpaja yiblOKa uelio-
BEKa, KOTOPHBII MPUBBIK MOMyYaTh BCE, UEro noxesnaer. B pyke oH nepskan O0Kaj, HO MOYTH HE THJL.
Ero B3misi1 66T yCTpeMIIEH Ha IBEPb.

— ThI ooz a1, — CKas3aJl MpUHIL.

— 4 npumén BoBpems.

Bepa B3apornyia.

l'onoc npuHaieskan HE3HAKOMILYy B YEPHOM.

Ona He Buzena ero juua. BocnoMuHaHue CI0BHO HAMEPEHHO CKPbIBAJIO €10, OCTaBIIsAs JIUILb
CUJTY3T, TEMHYIO OfICKIY U JJIMHHBIE TaJIbIbl, YKpalleHHbIe CepeOpSHBIMU KOJIbIIAMHU.

— Jlois1 MeHs Thl BCerjia onasblBaellb, — OTBETU AJJpUaH.

— Torna, BO3MOXHO, TeOe CTOMT HAYIUThCS KIATh.

[TpunL yemexHyscs.

— 51 He NpUBBIK KAATh.

— 4 3amern.

Hesznakomel 1porién Kk cToy 1 MoJIoKUI Ha HETO MAJIEHbKYIO IIKATYJIKY.

AnpuaH niepectai yaboaTbcs.

— TbI npunec e€?

— Ter mpocut.

— OTKpoii.

Myx4rHa HEe JBUHYIICA.

— CHayana cKaku, 3a4eM OHa Teoe.

— 9TO He TBOE JIeJO.

— Toraa He cTouIo 3BaTh MEHS BO ABOPELL.

Anpuan noctaBu OOKajI Ha CTOJ.

— To1 3a0bIBaCIIIBCS.

— Her, Baie BbicouecTBo. §I mpeKpacHO MOMHIO, KTO Bbl TakOi. VIMEHHO O3TOMY U ITPULIEN.

[TpuH1 momonyat, 3aTeM OTKPbUI IIKATYJIKY CaM.

BHyTpu nexano majieHbKOe YeJIOBEYECKOE CEp/LIE.

OHO ObUTO YEPHBIM, OyATO OOYITIEHHBIM, M OMYTaHHBIM TOHKHUMH CEpeOpSIHBIMU HHUTSIMH.
Hecmotpst Ha cBO#t BUj1, OHO OMIIOCH.

Bepa mouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak €€ COOCTBEHHOE Cep/lle YCKOPUIIO PUTM.

— OHo Hacrosimee? — cnpocut AipuaH.

— Jla.

— U oHO npuHagiexao. ..

— He npousHocure 310 nms.

[TpunL yemexHyscs.

— To1 Gourbest e€?

— 4 6otoch He e€.

— Torma yero?

Hesznakomeln HakJIOHWICS K IIKATYJIKeE.

— Toro, yTo MPOM30IAET, KOTrJa OHA MPOCHETCS.

AJpuaH 3aKpbll KPBILLIKY.

— Omna He npocHETcs1. Thl caM TOBOPHII, YTO OHA MEPTBA.

— 4 roBopu1, 4TO €€ TEJIO MEPTBO.

— Kakas pasnuna?
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— B 3710i1 pa3HulLie 1 3aK1I049aeTcs BCE.

IIpuHIl OTBEPHYJICA K OKHY.

— MHe HyXHO BEpPHYTb OTLIA.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaNa, Kak XOJIOACIOT NaJbLbI.

— Koponb Dn1myHa? — npolentania oHa, XOTs IOHMMAJIa, YTO €€ HUKTO HE CIIBILIUT.

Her. BocnomuHanue ObUIO cTapiie. AQpuaH TOBOPUI O KOM-TO JIPYTOM.

O xopore, KOTOpbIil yMep O POKAECHUS IIPUHIIA.

O ToM, Ub€ MM$ 3aNPETUIN TPOMZHOCUTD TIPH JIBOPE.

Hesnakomer Txo paccmestics.

— ThI XOuenb BepHYTh MEPTBOrO KOPOJIsl, YTOOBI OH CeJl Ha TPOH M CHOBA MPaBUJI KOPOJIEB-
cTBOM?

— 41 Xo4y BEpHYTh CIPaBEIJIUBOCTb.

— CrnpaBeanMBOCTh? — TEpECpocH MykunHa. — Kakoe ynoOHoe CIIOBO ISl YesioBeKa,
KOTOPBIA TOTOB YKPACTh 4y:KO€ CEpALIE.

AnpuaH pe3Ko 00epHYJICS.

— Te1 oOermian noMoyb MHe.

— 41 oberman nmokasarp MyTb.

— 9TO0 OIHO U TO XKE.

— Her.

[IpuHI ¢ cuitoi ynapui J1aJOHBIO 110 CTOJY.

— Tol He moHMMaenb! Mo oTelt ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPBI MOT OCTAHOBHUTh
TO, YTO TIPOMCXOJMT B 3TOM KoposieBcTBe. HbHeHuil Koposb 6outcsi coocTBeHHOM TeHu. Kaniyiep
TOPTyeT KU3HAMM Jiofieil. A manay. ..

OH 3amonyait.

Hesznakomeri npunoaHs1 roosy.

— Yro nanau?

— OH Jo/mKkeH ObLT yMEpeTb CTO CEMBIECSAT JIET Ha3asl.

Bepa nepecrana gplmars.

— Ho oH Bcé emg xuB, — npomoikuin Aapuad. — U 1moka oH KUB, TOTOBOP HE MOXET ObITh
3aBEPILIEH.

— Tl 3Hae1Ib, YTO MPOUBOUIET, €CIIU OH YMPET?

— Jla.

— Torga Thl 3Haelb U LIEHY.

[TpuHI mocMoTpest Ha HIKATYJIKY.

— OpnHo cepaiie.

— Her, Anpuan. He onHo cepatie.

Hesnakomer1 mpuOamM3uics K Hemy.

— UYroObl BepHYTh MEPTBOTO KOpOJIsi, Tebe MOHAAOOMTCS Cepalle, KOTOpoe MPUHAIICKUT
KMBOMY, JlyllIa, KOTOpasi IOMHUT CMEPTb, U KPOBb MOCJIETHETO HACJIEIHUKA.

Anpuan no6seaHern.

— Tl cKkazan, 4To MHE MOHAJOOUTCS TOJIBKO CEpALIe.

— 41 ckazai, 4To cepale OTKPOET ABEpPb.

— ToI conran!

— 41 mo3BoMII TeOe yCIIBIIATh TO, YTO ThI XOTEJ.

[TpunL oTcTymnu.

— VYo6wupaiics.

— C yoBOJILCTBUEM.

My:)urHa HaIrpaBUJICs K BBIXOY, HO Y IBEpH OCTAaHOBUJICS.
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— W ewg, Bae BricouectBo. Eciu BBl yBUIUTE JIEBYIIKY B CEPOM ILIAThE, HE MBITAUTECH C
HEH 3aTOBOPUTb.

AJpuaH 3aCTbUL

— Tlouemy?

Hesznakomern Me/isIeHHO OBEPHYJI FOJIOBY.

— IMoTomy 4YTO OHA HE TIOMHUT, KTO €€ yOuJI.

OH ucue3 3a JIBepbio.

AJpuaH ocTaycs OJUH.

Heckospko cekyH/1 OH CMOTpeI Ha HIKATYJIKY, 3aTeM OTKPbUI €€ U BBIHYJI CEpILIE.

OHo OWJIOCH Ha ero JIaJ0Hu.

Pas.

Hpyroi.

Tperuii.

[TpuH1 TOAHEC €ro K rpyau.

U cepnue ucuesno.

He nposanunock BHyTph. He pactBopriiocs B Bo3ayxe. OHO CIIOBHO BCIIOMHUJIO, TJI€ IOJKHO
HaXOJIUTbCS, U BEPHYJIOCh Ty, OTKY/a €ro KOIJa-TO BBIPBAJIM.

AJpuaH pe3KO BIOXHYII

Ero rnaza nouepnenu.

A 32 OKHOM Ha MTHOBEHHE MOSIBUJIOCH JIULIO JIEBYIIKU B CEPOM IUIAThE.

Ona ynbi0asiach.

— Haxkonen-to, — mporuenTaia oHa.

Bepa otaépHyna pyky.

E€ xaunyio, 1 oHa eziBa He ynana. Kasi ycresn nogxBaTuth €€ 3a JIOKOTb.

— Yro BHI yBUIEM?

OHa Ts1%eno Jplana.

— Cepate. ..

— Kakoe cepauie?

— OHo 6buT0 B mKaTyake. Y€pHOe, onmyTaHHOe cepeOpsIHBIMU HUTSIMH. AJIpraH 3a0pait ero u
BJIOXWUI ceOe B TPyb.

Kasn nobnennen emgé cuibHee.

— Bu1 yBepenn1?

— 4 Bugena 3To COOCTBEHHBIMH TJ1a3aMH !

— Yro eme?

Bepa 3akpbiia r1a3a, mbITasch BOCCTAHOBUTH MOC/IEIOBATEIBHOCTD COOBITHIA.

— AJipuaH X0oTeJ BEpHYTh MEPTBOTO Kopouis. Toro, koTopslil ymep A0 ero poxjaeHusi. OH ropo-
PUJI, YTO TIOKA BBI KUBBI, JOTOBOP HE MOXET OBITh 3aBEPIIEH.

Kasn memyieHHO BBITPAMMUIICS.

— Kro em€ 6p11 B KOMHaTe?

— MyxunHa B 4€pHOM. TOT camblii, KOTOPOTO 5 CJIblIlIaja B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX Darapa. 5 He
BUJIEJIa €ro JMLA, HO TOJIOC y3Haa.

— OH Ha3BaJ1 CBOE UMs?

— Her. U emié. .. oH cka3an Aipuany, 4To 1Jist BO3BPAIIEHUsT KOPOJIsSl TOHAI00SATCS TP BEIITH:
ceplue KHUBOro, Aylla, KOTOpasi IOMHUT CMEPTh, U KPOBb IOCJIEIHETO HACTEHUKA.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha npuHLA.

— Tlocnennuii HaCAETHUK. . .

— Yro?

— Agnipuas ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM PEOEHKOM KOPOJISL.
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Bepa menieHHO OBEpHYI1a roJIoBYy.

— BuI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO OH COOMpPAJICS TIOKEPTBOBATH COOO0M?

— BosmoxHo.

— Ho 3auem emy ObUTO OTIABaTh COOCTBEHHYIO JKM3HD Pa BO3BPAIIIEHH S KAKOTO-TO MEPTBOTO
Kopossi?

— IMoToMy 4TO 3TOT KOPOJIH OBUT €70 OTIIOM.

— Ho ero orerr — DamyHn!

— He 1ot oren1, 0 KOTOpOM OH rOBOPHUII.

Kasn 3amomuait, cioBHO caM He ObUT yBEPEH, CTOUT JIM MTPOJOJIKATS.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, Kak B TOJIOBE CKJIA/AbIBAETCS UyIOBUIIHASI KAPTUHA.

— Kro ymep cro cempaecsr jer Hazan?

— Kopomnb DnBapn Bropoii.

— Tor, KOTOpBI NMpUKa3al Ka3HUTh BCEX HOCUTEJIEH 3allpeTHOM Maruu?

— Jla.

— U BBI ObLIH €r0 MasavuoM.

— Jla.

— Torna 3ayemM AipuaHy MOHAI00MIOCh BO3BPAIIATh YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBI YCTPOWII 9T Ka3HU 7

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— [lotomy 4tO DnBapa He MPOCTO KAa3HUJI HOCUTENeH 3anpeTHoi Maruu. OH MbITaJICS YHU-
YTOXKUTH CAMy MaMSITh O HUX.

Bepa BcriomHuIa cioBa U3 KHUTH.

Eé kpoew Oblna 3aneuamana. E€ namsames — pazoenena.

— JInopa Obu1a OMHOM U3 HUX ?

— Jla.

— U BBl € yomm.

— Ja.

OHna oTBepHyJ1ach.

Ei1 xotenock ynaputs ero. He notomy, 4to oHa cutalia ero eAMHCTBEHHBIM BUHOBHUKOM BCEX
0ej1, a MOTOMY, UTO KaX[Iblii HOBBII OTBET Jiesall ero Bc€ Hosiee HenocTukuMbIM. OH pu3HaBascs B
yOMIACTBE TaK ke CIIOKOMHO, KaK JIPyro 4ejloBeK MpU3HajCs Obl B TOM, YTO 3a0bUT 3aKPBITh OKHO.

— [ouemy BbI 310 caenaM? — cpocusa OHa.

Kasn gonro momyain.

— Iloromy 4TO Iymal, 4yTO cnacaiw ee.

— Ort vero?

— Or xoposs. Ot ka3nu. OT camoil cMepTH.

Bepa HeBecesno ycMexHynach.

— U B utore yowu.

— Jla.

— BBl ykacHo cripaBisieTech CO CIAaCeHUEM JIIOJEH.

— 41 3Har0.

OH He cra onpaB/IbIBaThCA.

N 310 CHOBA pa303UJIo €€.

— Ilepecranbre!

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— Yro?

— IepecranbTe cornamarbesi CO BCeM, UTO s TOBOpIo! Bbl coBepImim ommoKy, ¥ s XO4y 3HaTb,
novyemMy. Bbl He MoXkeTe mpOoCTO MPU3HATh, YTO BUHOBATHI, U HAJIESITHCS, YTO HA 9TOM Pa3roBOP 3aKOH-
YUTCH.

— 5] HUYero He HaAEIOCH.
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— Torna yero Bbl XoTHUTE?

OH OTKpBUI POT, HO HE OTBETHIL.

Bepa Bapyr nossna, yro Kasin He 3Haer.

3a CTO CeMbJIECAT JIET OH HayUYHJICS UCTIONHSThH IIPUTOBOPHI, TEPIETh 00Jb, CKPHIBATh UyBCTBA
Y He 3a/1aBaTh JIMIIIHUX BOIpocoB. Ho korga ero cpocuiiy, 4ero oH XO4eT caM, y Hero He Haluioch
OTBeTa.

W nouemy-To 3TO OKa3ajoch CTpAIIHEe ero MPU3HAHMS.

— Bu1 XoTHTE YyMEpETh? — cHpocuIia OHa.

Kasn nocmotpen Ha HeE.

— Jla.

— Tlouemy?

— IloTomy 4TO A ycTaJl XKUTH.

— Her. 310 He otBer.

OHn monyai.

Bepa cnenana mar 6mxe.

— Bl xoTHTE yMepeTh, IOTOMY UTO cuuTaete ceds dynopuiem? Vinm motomy, 4To HajleeTech
cHoBa yBuaeTh JInopy?

Briepsbie 3a Bc€ BpeMs Kasin orctynui ot Hee.

— He 3anaBaiite 3TOT BOIpOC.

— Tlouemy?

— IMotomy uTO 51 He 3HaI0, KAKOW OTBET OyJeT MpPaBIOi.

Bepa He ycniena HUUero ckasarb.

JIBepr 4aCOBHM PaCraxHYJIUCh.

Ha nopore crosut koponb DaMyH[I. 3a ero CiMHOM TeCHWIUCH KaHiyiep OcBaiib], PUABOPHbIE
JIeKapy M CTPaKHUKH.

JIuto Koposist ObIJIO CEPhIM OT SIPOCTH.

— Yt0 BHI cz1e1anu? — CIpOCUJI OH.

Kasn noknonwmics.

— Baie Besmuectso.

— $I mpuKazan HalTH Bac, a He MO3BOJISUT YCTPAaUBATh TAHBIE MPECTABICHHSI HAJI TEJIOM MOETO
cblHa!

— 41 He Tporain npuHLA.

— Torna nmoyeMy oH U3MEHHJICS ?

Bepa nocmorpena Ha AgpuaHa.

Omna He 3aMeTnIa HUYero HoBoro. Ero Teno mo-npexHeMy Jiexano Ha KAMEHHOM CTOJIe, PyKH
ObLIN CJIOKEHBI BJOJIb TYJIOBUIIA.

Ho Teneppb Ha rpyau, moj TKaHbIO pyOaliku, MpocTynas ciabblil KpaCHBIHN CBeT.

Cepaiie 6U10Ch.

Bepa cabiuana ero.

W, cyns o BeIpaKEHUIO JIMLA KOPOJIsL, OH TOXKE.

— Yt0 3107 — Tmporientan DIAMyH]I.

Kasn 3acnonmn coboit Bepy.

— Bcewm otoiitu ot Tena.

— 4 xoponb 3TOrO rocynapcrnal

— A s 3Ha10, YTO MPOU3OUIET, €CIIU Bbl OCTAHETECH 3/1€Ch.

OcBaJibj BBICTYIIHI BIIEPEN.

— BbI He uMeeTe mpaBa MpPHUKa3bIBaTh KOPOIIO!

Kasn nosepHy rosiony.

— Torna oroiinute camu, KaHIyiep.
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— 4 Tpeby1o oObsicHeHHIA !

— Bl ux He nosyuure.

OcBastb IOOArpoBe.

— Barmre BenmmuecTBo, BbI cibImuTe? ITOT YEIOBEK OTKPHITO OpOCaeT BHI30B KOpOHe !

Koposnb He oTBeTHII.

OH cMoOTpes Ha TeJIO ChiHa.

KpacHslii cBeT 1oz TKaHbIO CTAHOBUJICA sIpYe.

Pas.

IBa.

Tpu ynapa.

Bepa nouyBcTBOBaa, KaK KOJIBIIO B €€ KapMaHe HarpeBaercsi. CepeOpsiHast HUTh, KOTOPOW OHO
ObLIIO MepeBsA3aHoO, CIIOBHO OKMJIA M HAYaJIa MEJJISHHO 3aTSTMBAThCS BOKPYT €€ MaJlblIeB.

A 3ateM AJipyaH OTKpbUI [JIa3a.

OHu ObLTA COBEPIIEHHO YEPHBIMHU.

— Orel1, — NMPOU3HEC MPUHIL.

Koposs cnenan mar Brepén.

— Anpuan?

— He mmogxomu.

Tonoc npuHIa ObLT TUXKMM, HO B HEM 3By4YalI cpa3y JBa TojIoca: MOJIOAOU U CTapYEeCKHIA, Yello-
BEUECKUI U HEUEJIOBEUECKUA.

DIMYH]I 3aCThLIL

— CbIH MOH. ..

— 4 ckazai, He nmogxoau!

Kamennsiii cron TpecHyiI.

CrpaxHuky BeIXxBaTwiv Meu. OJMH U3 JieKapey ynaj Ha KoJieHu, OopMoua MOIUTBY. OcBasba
OTCTYIWJI 32 CIIMHY KOPOJISL.

A Kasn cmotpen Ha AfipyaHa Tak, CJIOBHO Iepe]l HUM CTOsLT He HaCJIeTHBIN MTPUHLI, & IPUTOBOP,
KOTOPOTO OH OO0sJICS OOJIBINE BCEX OCTATbHBIX.

— Yt0 THI CHIeNan? — CIpOCKII Majady.

AJlpyaH MOBEpPHYJ IOJIOBY.

Ero uépnsle rmasza ocranosuimcs Ha Kasrne.

W nipuHI yabIOHYIICA.

— To, Ha uTO y TeOs HE XBATUJIO CMEJIOCTH.

Bepa yciblinana TUXUiA Tpeck.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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