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Xorute yntare Peprioca XpioMa Ha aHIJIMICKOM C IEPEBOIOM ?

DTa KHUra yCTPOEHaA TaK: Kax/J0€e aHITIMICKOE PEAJIOKEHHNE Cpa3y COIIPOBOKIAETCS PYCCKUM
TekcToM. Bbl He Jie3eTe B ciioBaphb U He TepsieTe HUTh. IIpocTo unTaerte — 1 HoHMMaeTe BCE C IEpBO
CTpaHHULBI.

«Magam Mupac» — BTOpoit pomaH XbioMa, HanvcaHHBIA B 1888 rogy. ABcTpanus, 3010Tas
muxopajka, bamiapar. Muccuc Busuibepe, kotopyto 30ByT Magam Mujac 3a HEBEPOATHYIO yaady
B JIeJlaX, CTAHOBUTCS 1IeJIbI0 Oersioro katopxkHuKa ['actoHa Bangenyna — obasrtenbHoro (paHiysa,
TOTOBOTO Ha BCE pamu e€ OorarcTBa. BOKpyr 3TOro mpoTUBOCTOSHUS XbIOM CIUIEN ABE JCTCKTUBHbIC
JIMHUM: UCYe3HOBEHHUE OBIBIIIEro Myxa Magam 1 yOHICTBO CITy)KaHKH, T7ie MOJ03PEHH s aJaloT He Ha
Toro. KpuTuku oTMeyalor, 4yTo pa3Bs3Ky BBIXOAAT HATSHYTBIMU, HO aTMOCgepa 30JI0TON JIMXOPAJKU
JEepKUT BHUMAHUE.

Chymaiite B HaylIHMKaX 4epe3 IpOrpaMMy-03BYUKY, 3aHUMAsICh IOBCEIHEBHBIMU A€IaMU —
OUJIMHTBA CO3/IAET SA3BIKOBYIO Cpefy, KaK B JIETCTBE, KOIJIa Bbl OCBAaMBAJIM POTHON sI3bIK. UuTtaiite
rjla3aMi — 3TO AAET IPAMOTHOCTb.

© Cawmoiinos A.T'., 2026r.

Fergus Hume ®eprioc Xsiom
Madame Midas Manam Munac

Prologue Cast Away by the Sea [Tponor BeidporieHHbIe MOpeM

The wild, gloomy coastline with its long, surf-lashed headlands defied the turbulent waves,
which furiously lashed against the solid rocks, leaving sheets of seething foam at their feet. [uknii
MpavHbII Oeper ¢ UIMHHBIMH, UCXJIECTAHHBIMU MTPUO0EM MbICaMU Opocasl BHI3OB OYyIHBIM BOJHAM,
KOTOpbIE SIPOCTHO KWJAIWCh Ha TBEpIbIe CKAJbl, OCTABIsISA Y MX TOTHOXKbSI TIPOCTHIHU Oy pJisimeit
TICHBI.

In the distance, two such capes were visible. Bnanu BugHenuch 1Ba Takux mbica. Bordered
by jagged rocks, they extended far into the sea and gradually disappeared under the rising waves;
OkxkaiimyieHHbIe 3a3yOpEeHHBIMU CKaJIAMU, OHU YXOIWJIM JAJIEKO B MOPE U TMOCTETIEHHO CKPBIBAIUChH
o7 B3pIMaloIMucs Basiamu; only stripes of white foam flashed from time to time on the dark
green waves, indicating that stones were hidden under the water. uib moaocky 6eJ10i MeHbI Bpems
OT BPEMEHHU MeJIbKaIM Ha TEMHO-3€JIEHbIX BOJIHAX, TOBOPS O TOM, YTO IO/ BOJAOH TasiTCs KaMHH.
The two capes were separated by about half a mile of yellow sandy shore, onto which the waves
rolled with a dull roar, throwing multi-colored curls of seaweed and elegant shells onto the wet sand.
JIBa MbIca pa3aessiio MPUMEPHO MOJIMUIIH JKEJITOro NecyaHoro Gepera, Ha KOTOPBIA € IITyXUM PEBOM
HAKaTHIBAJIMCh BOJIHBI, BHIOPAChIBasi HA MOKPbIF IECOK MHOTOIIBETHbIE 3aBUTKH MOPCKUX BOAOPOCIIEH
Y U3SIIIHBIC PAKYIIKH.

In the depths of the coast, cliffs rose in a semicircle, black and steep, about a hundred feet
high. B rimy6uHe 6epera mogyKpyrom BBICUJIUCH YTEChI, YepHbIE M KPYThie, IPUMEPHO B COTHIO (PyTOB
BeicoTol. Flocks of white gulls nesting on the cliffs with discordant cries circled above the rocks or
rushed towards the sea on outstretched, rigid wings. Ctan rHe3qUBIIMXCS HA yTecax OeJbIX Yaek ¢
HECTPOWHBIMU KPUKAMU KPYKWJIM HAJl CKAJIaMH WM YCTPEMJISUIMCH B CTOPOHY MOPSI HA PACKUHYTHIX
TBEPIBIX KPbLIbSIX.

The pale green border on the tops of the rugged cliffs indicated that grass grew there. bieano-
3eJIeHasl KaiiMa Ha BEpILIMHAX CYpPOBBIX YTECOB FOBOPHMJIA O TOM, YTO TaM pacteT Tpasa. From a bird's
eye view, one could see that the grass gradually gave way to vast pastures, breaking off near the forest
thickets, and beyond the thickets rose gigantic mountains, their peaks covered with snow. C BbICOTHI
NTUYBETO TOJIETAa MOKHO ObLJIO YBUETh, UTO TPaBa MOCTENIEHHO NIEPEXOJUT B OOIIMPHBIE MACTOMIIA,
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OOpBIBAIOIIMECS BO3JIE JIECHBIX 3apOCIIeH, a 32 3apOCIISIMHU BCTAIOT TUTAHTCKKE TOPbI, BEPIIMHBI KOTO-
PbIX TTOKPBIBAET CHET.

And over the wild, barren shore and the strangely contrasting peaceful highlands hung a blazing
red sky... It was not the gentle pink of an ordinary sunset, but a furious, inflamed crimson, painting
the wet sand and the dark expanse of the ocean the color of blood. U Hax aukuM OecrutonHbM Oepe-
T'OM Y CTPaHHO KOHTPACTUPYIOIIMM C HUIM MHUPHBIM HArOpheM HAaBUCJIO TbLIAIoIIee KpacHoe Heoo. ..
To ObUT HEe HEXHBIN PO3OBBIN IIBET OOBIYHOTO 3aKaTa, a HEUCTOBBIN BOCMAJICHHBIN OarpsiHell, OKpa-
IIMBAIOLIMI MOKPBII NIECOK ¥ TEMHYIO IIIUPb OKEaHa B IIBET KPOBH.

Far to the west the sun, a ball of molten fire, was sinking behind snow-capped peaks crossed
by long lines of dark clouds; /laneko Ha 3amaje coyHIe — ap PacruIaBJIeHHOrO OTHSI — OMYCKaJIOCh
3a CHE)XHbIE IMUKH, NIEpeceUYeHHbIE JUIMHHBIMU JUHUAMU MpadHbIX Ty4; they looked like prison bars
through which a furious eye peers. OHM IOXOIMIM HA TIOPEMHBIE PEIIETKH, CKBO3b KOTOPBIE B3UpPAET
Ybe-TO SIPOCTHOE OKO.

And in the east, a huge black cloud was rising towards the zenith, strangely reminiscent of a
giant hand, which was threateningly stretching its long, thin fingers towards the earth, as if it was
about to seize it and drag it into a dark, bloody sea. A Ha BOCTOKe K 3€HUTY NOJIHUMAJIOCh OTPOMHOE
YepHOEe 00JIaKO, CTPAHHBIM 00Pa30M HAIIOMHHAIOIIEE TUTAHTCKYIO PYKY, KOTOpast yrposKalolie TSHyJIa
K 3eMJIe JJIMHHBIE TOHKHE MaJIbIIbl, CIOBHO COOMPAsCh CXBATUTD €€ U YTAIIUTh B MpPAauHOE KPOBAaBOE
mope. Another cruel, strange scene, fantastic, unreal and bizarre, like one of Doré's amazing drawings.
Eme onna jxecTokasi, cTpaHHasi ClieHa, (paHTacTHUYeCKasi, HepeasibHask U IPUIy/AJInBasi, CIOBHO OIUH
U3 U3YMUTEIIbHBIX PUCYHKOB Jlope.

Suddenly a black dot appeared on the red waters: BHe3anHo Ha KpacHbIX BOAax MOSIBHJIACH
yepHas Touka: It rose and fell on the tireless waves, and each new wave drew it closer and closer to
the gloomy cliffs and the sandy shore. ona To nogHMMasack, TO OMajgaja Ha HEYTOMUMBIX BOJTHAX, U
KaXJasi HoOBasi BOJIHA BJIEKJIa ee Bce OJMKe K MPavyHbIM yTecaM M IlecuaHoMy Oepery.

There was no more than a mile left to the shore... What from afar seemed like a speck turned
out to be a boat. Bot 1o 6epera ocranock He Ooblne MIIH. .. To, 4TO M3aIeKa Ka3aloch KPYMUHKOM,
obepHynock sogkor. The most ordinary skiff, painted a dull white, badly battered by the waves,
easily tossing it across the scarlet sea. Camblii OOBIYHBIN SUTMK, BHIKPAILIEHHBIH B TYCKJIO-O€JIbIN 1IBET,
CWJILHO MOTPENaHHbIN BOTHAMM, C JIETKOCTHIO IIBBIPAIOIIMMU ero 1o ajomy mopio. The small sail of a
single-masted vessel, all torn and patched, miraculously survived and, filled with the wind, pulled the
boat to the shore. MajieHbk1ii Tapyc OAHOMAYTOBOI'O Cy/IEHBIIIIKA, BECb N30PBAaHHbIN U 3aJ1aTaHHbI,
KaKMM-TO YyJOM YyIIeJiel ¥, HalIOJIHEHHBI BETPOM, BJIEK JIOIKY K Oepery.

There were two people in the fragile little vessel: B Xxpynkom cyneHbllike HaXOIWINCh 1Ba
yenoBeka: one of them, kneeling on the bow of the boat, shaded his eyes from the sun with his
hands and gazed greedily at the cliffs. oquH U3 HuX, cTOS Ha KOJNEHSX Ha HOCY SUIMKA, PUKpPbIBAJI
PYKaMH IJ1a3a OT COJIHIIA M KaJHO BIJIsibIBaJICS B yTechl. The other sat in the center of the boat in
a pose expressing sullen humility, and, with his head bowed, held the taut sail with the help of a
strong rope wrapped around his wrist. [Ipyroii cuesn B IEeHTpe JIOAKH B M03€, BbIpaXkaBIlel yrpioMoe
CMUpPEHHE, U, CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY, yIepKUBAT HATSHYTHIN MAPYC C IIOMOIIBIO OOMOTaHHON BOKPYT KHCTU
PYKHU KPENKO! BEPEBKHU.

Both sailors remained silent until they were just a short distance from the shore. O6a mope-
T1aBaTessl XpaHWIM MOJTYaHue, ToKa o Oepera He ocTayiock coBceM HeMHoro. Then the man at the
bow stood up — tall, haggard — and with a rough, triumphant laugh stretched out his hands towards
the harsh shore. Torma Myk4unHa Ha HOCY BCTaJl — BBICOKUI, OCYHYBITHICS — U C TPYOBIM JIMKYOIIAM
CMEXOM TIPOTSIHYJI PYKH K CypOBOMY Oepery.

“Finally!” — Hakonen-to! he exclaimed tensely and hoarsely in a language foreign to these
parts. — HaPSKEHHO M XPUILIO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH Ha YyOM B 3THX Kpasx s3bike. “Finally, freedom!”
— Haxownen-to cBo6ona!
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The second did not respond in any way to the outburst of feelings of his companion: Bropoi
HUKaK HE OTO3BAJICSl HA B3PBIB UyBCTB CBOETO CIyTHUKA: he continued to stare at the bottom of the
boat, where a small barrel lay and a bag of moldy biscuits lay around — all that was left of their supplies
after a long journey. oH POJOIKAJ TAPAIUTHCSA HA THO JIOIKH, IJIe JIekal MaJeHbKU OOUOHOK U
BJISUICS] MEIIIOK 3aIUIECHEBEJIBIX rajleT — BCE, YTO OCTAIOCh OT MX MPUIACOB TIOCIE A0JITOro IMmyTellie-
CTBUA.

The man standing at the bow apparently did not expect to hear his comrade's answer and did
not even turn his head to look at him. CrosBiuii Ha HOCy, Kak BUAHO, M HE OKMIAJ YCIBIILIATh OTBET
TOBapHIa M Jake He TIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBBI, YTOOBI Ha Hero nocMorpers. The man stood with his arms
crossed over his chest, gazing eagerly ahead... Finally, another wave abruptly threw the boat onto
the shore, causing him to fly upside down onto the wet sand. He quickly jumped up and, running a
few steps along the shore, turned to see how his companion was doing. MyXuuHa CTOs1, CKPECTUB
Ha IPyIy PyKH, KalHO BIJIIAbIBAsICh Brepen... HakoHel ouepeaHast BOJHA Pe3KO MIBBIPHYJIA JIOIKY
Ha Oeper, OTYero OH IoJIeTeN BBEPX TOPMAIIIKaMH Ha BJIJKHBIN MECOK, OBICTPO BCKOYMII U, IPOOEKaB
1o O6epery HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB, MOBEPHYJICS, YTOObI IOCMOTPETh, KaK TaM JeJIa y ero CITyTHUKA.

The second sailor also fell into the sea, but rose to his feet and was now squeezing the water
out of his rough clothes. Bropoii MmoperuiaBatenb Toxe ynaja B MOpe, HO TIOZIHSJICS Ha HOTU U TeTiepb
BBDKMMAJI BOILy U3 TPyOOH ONEKIbI.

Seeing a water-worn boulder lying on the shore, the tall man walked up to it and sat down.
VBuieB BasIIOIIMIACS Ha Oepery oOKaTaHHBI BOJOI BaJyH, BRICOKMI MYyKUMHA TIOJOIIEN K HEMY U
ycesncs. Meanwhile, his companion, obviously with a more practical mind, collected the stale biscuits
that had fallen out of his bag, carefully shouldered the barrel and, joining his comrade, dropped his
burden at his feet. Tem BpemeHeM ero KOMIIaHbOH, OUEBHIHO C OoJiee MPAKTUYECKUM CKJIAIOM yMa,
coOpaJt BhIMABIIME M3 MEIIKa YePCTBbIE TajeThl, OCTOPOKHO B3BAIWII HA TUIEYO OOYOHOK U, TIPHCO-
eIMHUBIIMCH K CBOEMY TOBapHIIly, COpOCHII CBOIO Hotry y ero Hor. Then he stretched out wearily on
the sand, took a biscuit and began to chew measuredly. Ilotom oH ycTasio pacTsiHyJICs Ha Miecke, B3slT
rajieTy U MpUHSUICS pa3MEepPEHHO KeBaTb.

The tall man pulled a tin bowl from his bosom and nodded towards the barrel on which his
companion had laid out his biscuits. Beicokuii BbITalIMI U3-3a NA3yXH KECTAHYIO MUCKY U MOTHYJI
TOJIOBOU B CTOPOHY OOYOHKA, HA KOTOPOM €ro CITyTHUK Pa3fiokuiI cBou rajietel. Having thrown them
off, he lifted the barrel and pulled out the plug, after which some water flowed into the tin bowl.
C6pOCI/IB X, TOT NOAHAI 60‘10HOK 1 BbBITAIIWJI 3aTBIYKY, ITOCJIC YETO HEMHOI'O BOJIbI CTEKJIO B KECTA-
Hyio Mucky. Without getting up from the stone, the tall man drank everything to the last drop and
threw the bowl onto the sand. He BcTaBasi ¢ kaMHs1, BBICOKMIA BBIIIWJI BCE JJO KAILJIM U IIBBIPHYJ MUCKY
Ha niecok. His companion, realizing that there was nothing left in the barrel, stared at his comrade with
a wolfish gaze. Ero cnyTHUK, TOHMUMas, 9YTO B OOYOHKE HUYETO He OCTAJIOCh, YCTABUJICS HA TOBAPHINA
BOJUBMM B3MJIs110M. But the one sitting on the boulder did not pay the slightest attention to his friend's
gloomy look: Ho cuneBmmmii Ha BatyHe He OOpaTHII HU MaJIeHINero BHUMaHWSI Ha MPAYHbINA B3IJISI]T
cBoero Jpyra: he also began to chew a biscuit, looking around. oH Toxe NpUHSIICA KeBaTb Tajery,
OIJISIIBIBASICH TIO CTOPOHAM.

These two sea vagabonds, washed up by the sea on an uninhabited shore, were completely
different from each other. 3t 1Boe MOpcKUX OpOJIST, BHIOPOIIIEHHBIE MOPEM Ha HEOOMTaeMBbIii Oeper,
OBbLTM COBEPINIEHHO HE TIOXOXKHU APYT Ha JIpyra.

The one sitting on the boulder was a tall, frail young man of about thirty, with a leonine mane
of reddish hair and a short, bristly beard of the same color. Tot, 4To cuzen Ha BasyHe, ObLT BBICOKUM,
XPYHKOTO CJIOXEHHUSI MOJIOJIBIM YEJIOBEKOM JIET TPUALIATH, C JIbBUHON I'PHUBOM PHIKEBATHIX BOJIOC U
KOPOTKOH IIETUHUCTON Ooposikoi Toro ke 1iBeta. His face, pale and haggard from malnutrition, was
thin and intelligent. Ero snuiio, 6;ieiHOe 1 OCcyHYBITIeecst OT He[loelaH! s, ObUIO TOHKUM U YMHBIM. In
his black eyes, which contrasted in color with his hair, sparkles danced, which, although not offensive,
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inspired in everyone whom this man looked at an uneasy feeling of insecurity. B uepHbix riazax,
KOHTPACTUPOBABIIMX I10 HBETY C BOJIOCAMU, TIIACATIN UCKOPKH, KOTOPLIE, XOTA U HE 6I>UII/I OCKOPGI/I-
TEeJIbHBIMU, BHYIIIAJI BCEM, Ha KOrO Obl H CMOTpEJT STOT YeJIOBEK, TPEBOKHOE UyBCTBO HEYBEpEH-
HoctH. Above his eyes arched thin, chiseled eyebrows; Hajx riazamu BeITMOAIMCh TOHKKME TOUCHBIS
Oposu; the young man's hands, although rough and dirty, were also thin and graceful, and even the
trampled heavy boots could not hide the beauty of the build of his straight and strong legs. pyku
MOJIOOOI'O 4Y€JIOBEKA, XOTA U Opr6€BI_HI/Ie " TPA3HBIC, TOXE 6bIHI/I TOHKUMU U UBALIHBIMH, U JAaXKE
PaCTONTAHHBIC TAXKEJIBIC CAlTOI' HE MOIUVIM CKPBITH KPAaCOThI CJIOKEHHU S €0 POBHBIX U CUJIBHBIX HOT'.
He was wearing a rough blue suit, all torn, stained with sea water; Ha Hem Obu1 rpyObIii romy0oit
KOCTIOM, BeCh M30PBaHHBIN, B MATHAX OT MOPCcKOU Bofpl; on his red shock of tangled hair, by some
miracle, a red knitted hat was held on. Ha pbikell KOITHE CITyTaHHBIX BOJIOC KAKUM-TO UYJIOM JiepkKa-
Jlach KpacHasi Bsi3aHasl INIarka.

After a while, the young man threw aside his half-eaten biscuit and looked at his companion
with a cynical smile. CrtycTst HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK OTIIBBIPHYJI B CTOPOHY HEJI0€IeH-
HYIO TaJIeTy U C IMHUYHOM yJIBIOKOH MocMOTpen Ha cBoero ciiyTHuka. The man lying at his feet was
rough and awkward, squat, heavy-built, with black hair and a thick black beard. Jlexamuii y ero Hor
MYKYHWHA 61)1]] HEOTCCAHHBIM U HECKJIAAHBIM, ITPU3EMUCTBIM, TAKEJIOTIO CJIIOKCHUA, C YCPHBIMHA BOJIO-
CaMU U TaKOM ke uepHoH rycroi 6oponoi. His arms were long and muscular, his bare feet were large
and clumsy; Pyku ero Obuty ATMHHBIMUA U MYCKYJICTHIMU, OOCBIE HOTH — OOJIBIIIUMH 1 HEYKJTIOKUMH;
his whole appearance indicated that he was a commoner. Bcsi ero BHEIIHOCTb TOBOPUJIA O TOM, UTO
OH U3 TipocTomonuHoB. It was impossible to determine the color of his eyes, because he stubbornly
looked at the ground with such a sullen and threatening expression on his face that he seemed an
extremely unattractive person. HeBO3MOXHO ObLJIO OIpeenTh, KAKOTO IIBETa Y HEeTro IJia3a, IoTOMY
YTO OH YMOPHO IJISIEI B 36MJTIO C TAKUM YI'PIOMBIM M YT'POXKAIOIIMM BBIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIA, YTO Ka3aJics
KpaiiHe HeTIpUBJIEKATEIbHOM JINYHOCTBIO.

The young man looked at him with a cold, appraising gaze for a moment, then rose to his feet
with difficulty. Mosnoioil yeoBek HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi CMOTpPes Ha HEro XOJIOAHBIM OIEHUBAIOIIUM
B3IVISIZIOM, TIOTOM C TPY/IOM TOJHSUICS HA HOTH.

“So,” he began quickly in French, waving his hand towards the gloomy cliffs, “so, my Pierre,
we are in the promised land.” — Wtak, — ObICTPO 3aroBOpMJI OH MO-(PPAHITY3CKH, MaXHYB PYKOH B
CTOPOHY XMYpBIX YTECOB, — UTaK, Moy [Ibep, Mbl Ha 3emiie obeToBanHOM. Although, I must admit,”
he shrugged dismissively, “this land does not look so promised. XoTs, 1O/KeH MPU3HATHCS, — OH
MPEHEOPEKUTENBHO MOXKAT IJIeYaMH, — 3eMJIsI 9Ta BBHIIJISIAUT HE CTONb YK U oOeToBaHHON. And yet,
we are on dry land, and that is magnificent! 1 Bce-Taku mMbl Ha cyiuie, ¥ 310 BenukosnenHo! How many
days we were tossed about in a stupid boat, where only a couple of planks separated us from death!
CKOJIBbKO JIHEN HaC MOTaJIo B AypallKOM JIOJKE, TJie OT CMEPTH HAC ojiesisijia BCEro rnapa JOCoK!

The young man shrugged again expressively. Monogoi Myx41Ha CHOBA BbIPa3UTEJIbHO MOKaJ
TUICYaMH.

—Bah! — Bba! Why should I call this boat stupid? ITouemy st qo/IKeH Ha3bIBATh ITY JIOAKY Aypall-
kon? It carried us away from New Caledonia, that hell on earth, and delivered us safe and sound to a
land that may well turn out to be paradise. OHa ynecna Hac u3 HoBoii Kanenonuu, aToro ajia Ha 3emJie,
Y JJOCTaBUJIA 1IEJIBIMHU ¥ HEBPEJMMBIMU Ha 3€MJTIO, KOTOPAsi BIIOJIHE MOXKET OKa3aThcsl paeM. We must
not show ungratefulness towards the bridge that brought us to... Hey, my friend! Mbl He 10/1KHBI
MPOSIBIIATH HEOIArogapHOCTh TI0 OTHOIIIEHHIO K MOCTY, KOTOPBIN MPUBEI HAC B... DU, IPyr Moi!

The man, whose name was Pierre, nodded to show that he heard, then pointed in the direction
where the boat remained. YenoBek, kotoporo 3Banu [Ibepom, KMBHYJ B 3HAK TOTO, YTO CJIBIIIUT,
IIOTOM TIOKa3aJj B Ty CTOPOHY, Iie ocTasiack Jioaka. His companion also looked there and saw that the
tide had begun to come in and the boat was slowly floating away from the shore. Ero cniytHuk Toxe
B3IVISTHYJI TyZla U YBUJIEJT, YTO HAYaJICS MPUJIMB U JIOIKA MEJJICHHO YIUIBIBAET OT Oepera.
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“I suppose she’s returning to her rightful owner,” the young man said calmly. — ITonaraio, ona
BO3BpAIAETCS] K CBOEMY HACTOSIIEMY BJIaJesIbIly, — HEBO3MYTHMO IPOrOBOPHIT MOJIOJOM YeIOBEK.
“Well, let her sail then.” — Hy u mycth cebe mbiBer. We don’t need her anymore, because now, like
Caesar, we have crossed the Rubicon. OHa Ham Oosibllie He HyXkHa, IOTOMY YTO MBI Telepb, Kak
Le3aps, nepenum Pyoukon. We are no longer convicts in a French prison, my friend, but shipwrecked
sailors. .. Do you hear?” MpI OoJbliie He KAaTOPKHUKH BO (DPAHITYy3CKOU TIOPbME, IPYT MOM, a MoTep-
TNeBIIe KOpaOeKpyIIeHne MOPSIKH. .. CIbIIIHUIIL?

His black eyes flashed. Ero uepHsie riaza 6iecHym.

- Shipwrecked sailors! — IToreprieBime kopadnekpyiienue mopsku! And I will tell everyone
the story of the shipwreck. U s1 Bcem Oyny pacckasbIBaTh HCTOPHIO O KopaOiekpyiieruu. Fortunately,
I can rely on your prudence, since you are speechless and will not be able to object to me! K cuacrslo,
sI MOTY TIOJIOKUTBCSI HA TBOE Oaropasymue, OCKOJIBKY ThI JIMIIEH Japa pevud U He CMOXeEIllb MHE
Bo3pasuth! However, you would not object even if you could speak. Bripouem, Tol He cTast Obl BO3-
paxartb, Jaxe eciiv O U yMeJl TOBOPHUTb.

The mute stood up slowly and pointed to the cliffs that towered menacingly above them. Hemoi
MEJJICHHO BCTaJI U MOKa3aJl Ha YTeChl, FPO3HO BO3BhIINaorecs: Haa Humu. The young man shrugged
his shoulders carelessly in response to the unspoken thought. Mosooii My)unHa B OTBET Ha HEBbI-
CKa3aHHYIO MBICJIb 0€33200THO MOKAJT TUICUaMH.

“We must climb there,” he declared without thinking. — Mbl ZOJKHBI Tyza BcKapaOKaThCs, —
HE 3a/lyMbIBasiCh, 3asBJI OH. “And let’s hope that the summit is not as inhospitable as this shore.”
— U naBait HaleAThCS, YTO BEpIIMHA HE OKAKETCS TaKOW ke HEeroCTeNPHUUMHOMN, Kak 3ToT Oeper. |
don’t know where we are now; { He 3Hai0, e Mbl ceituac; I only know that we are in Australia.
3HaI0 TOJIbKO, 4TO B ABcTpasiud. And there is gold in Australia, my friend, and we must grab our
share! A B ABCTpasiuu BOIUTCSI 30JI0THUIIIKO, JIPYT MOM, U MBI 00sI3aHBI ypBaTh CcBOIO qomo! Let’s put
our Gallic wit against English stupidity — and see who wins. [TocTaBuM CBOIO TaJUTbCKYI0 CMEKAJIKY
MIPOTUB aHIIMICKOM TYIIOCTH — U TIOCMOTPUM, 4bsi BO3bMeET. You have the strength, I have the brains,
so great things await us. Y 1edsl ecTh CHJIa, Y MEHSI — MO3TH, TIO9TOMY Hac %JIyT BeJIMKue Jiena. But...”
He meaningfully placed his hand on his comrade’s chest. Ho... — OH BbIpa3uTeibHO MOJIOKMIT PYKY
TOBapuuly Ha rpyas. “...We do not retreat and we spare no one!” — ...He orcrynaem u HuUKOro He
maaum! Do you hear what 1 say? Ciplmuiiib, 4to st TOoBOpio?

The mute nodded furiously and rubbed his clumsy hands with pleasure. Hemoii sipoctHO 3aku-
BaJI ¥ C HACJIAK/ICHUEM TIOTEP HEYKJIOKUE PYKH.

“You haven’t read Balzac, my friend,” the young man continued, as if conducting a dialogue. —
Tol He unTan banp3aka, Apyr MOil, — TPOLOIKA MOJIOJOM YEJIOBEK, CIIOBHO Bels auaior. “Otherwise,
I would have quoted Rastignac to you. — MHade s mpouutrpoBai Obl TeOe PactuHbska. A war has
begun between us and society. Mesxay Hamu 1 00IIIECTBOM Havyajiach BoiiHa. But although you have no
knowledge, you have will, and that is enough for me. Ho xots1 y Te0s1 1 HeT 3HaHUM, y TeOsI €CTh BOJIS,
1 MHe 3toro jaocratouHo. Forward, let’s take the first step towards our wealth!” Briepen, caenaem
TMIEPBBIN IIIar K HaleMy OorarcTay!

With these words he turned and, without looking back, walked towards the nearest cape. C
STHMU CJIOBaMU OH MOBEPHYJICS U, HE OIJISbIBASICh, 3aIIarai K Onmmkaiimemy Mbicy. The mute, with
his head bowed, followed him with an awkward gait. Hemoi1, CKJIOHUB rojioBy, HEYKJTIOKEH TOXOKOM
MOCJIeJOBAJT 32 HUM.

Rain and wind had been at work for a long time on the cape; Hag Mbicom ponrorpyauiuch
NOX b U Betep; thanks to their combined efforts, huge stones had fallen from the rocks, which now lay
in disorderly heaps at the base of the cliffs. 6iarogaps ux o0beqMHEHHBIM YCUITHSAM, OT CKaJl OTBAJIH-
BaJIMCb OI'POMHBIC KAMHH, KOTOPLIC JICKAJIU TEIICPb 6CCHOpHIIO‘leIMI/I rpyaamMu y OCHOBaHHA YTCCOB.
On these stones one could find uncomfortable but strong ledges for feet, and the two adventurers,
with great difficulty - for they were weak after the privations they had endured on the journey from
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New Caledonia - managed to climb up to the middle of the cliff. Ha 3Tux xamHsaX MOXHO OBLIO
OTBICKaTh HEy/IOOHbIE, HO TIPOYHBIE YCTYIIBI JIIsl HOT, ¥ JBOE aBAaHTIOPHCTOB C OOJBIIUM TPYIOM —
Be/Ib OHM OBbLTM CJIa0bl MOCIIE JIMIIEHHU, KOTOpbIe BHITEpIieny Bo BpeMs iyt u3 Hosoil Kaneponun,
— cyMmenu B3oOparthbes 1o cepeauHbl yreca. Here they stopped their ascent to catch their breath and
look around. Tyt oHu npepBay MOABEM, YTOOBI OTIBIIIATHCS U OCMOTPETHCS TIO CTOPOHAM.

The men were in a dangerous position, suspended on a narrow ledge between heaven and earth,
and the slightest false step could cost them their lives. MyxuuHbl HaXOAUJIMCh B ONACHOM MECTE,
MIOCKOJIBKY 3aBUCJIM Ha Y3KOM YCTYTIE MEXAy HeOOM 1 3eMJIei, U MaJISHINIA HEBEPHBIH 11ar MOT CTO-
uth UM xu3Hu. The enormous rock that towered above them was almost vertical, but here and there
there were notches in it that they could use to try to climb up. BricuBiiasicss Hag HUMM rpoMajiHast
CKaJia 651)121 IIO4YTHU OTBGCHOI';I, OJHAKO TYT M TaM Ha HeHl BUIHEIIUCh BLIEMKH, IO KOTOPBIM MOKHO
ObLI0 TIONpoOOBaTh BckapaOkaThest HaBepx. True, such an attempt promised almost certain death,
but the two were completely reckless people and knew that IIpaBna, Takasi momnbITKa Cy/iuia MOYTH
BEpHYIO rudesib, HO 3TH JBOe ObLIM COBEPILICHHO Oe3pacCyIHBIMHU JTIobMHK 1 3HaM: if they managed
to reach the top, they would be safe. eciiu um ynacrtcs 3a0parbcsi Ha BepIMHYy, OHUA OyIyT B Oe30mac-
Hoctu. Therefore, the men firmly decided to try to overcome the second half of the climb. ITostomy
MY>XYMHBI TBEPAO PELINIIN MOIBITATECA OJOJIETH BTOPYIO IIOJIOBUHY IIOAbEMA.

“Since we don’t have eagle wings, friend Pierre,” said the young man, looking around, “we must
climb to where we can find support for our feet. — [lockosbKy y Hac HET OpPJIMHBIX KPbUILEB, APYT
[Tbep, — cKazam MOJIOJOH YeIOBEK, OTJISIEBIINCH 10 CTOPOHAM, — MBI JOJDKHBI 3a0paThesl Ty, Ie
cmoxeM Haittu onopy aJist Hor. God will protect us... And if He doesn’t protect us,” he added with
a mocking grin, “the devil always looks after his own!” bor 3ammrut Hac... A ecau He 3amMTUT OH,
— 10OaBUJI OH C TIIYyMJIMBOM YXMBUIKOM, — TO IbSIBOJI BCETAa IPUCMATPUBAET 32 CBOMMHU !

He crawled along the narrow ledge and with great difficulty climbed into a niche at the top,
clinging to the sparse weeds that grew in the crevices of the barren cliff. On nonons Brosb y3xkoro
yCTyIia U ¢ TPOMAJHBIM TPYAOM 3a0pajicsi B HUIIY HaBEpXY, IEIUISSICh 32 PEAKYI0 COPHYIO TpaBy,
KOTOpast pocia B mmensax OecruiogHoro yreca. Pierre followed him, and the young man, meanwhile,
continued to climb without stopping, clinging to protruding stones, long strands of coarse grass and
everything that he could grope with his hands. [Ibep nocienosas 3a HUM, a MOJIOION MYy KUKWHA MEXKTY
TeM 0e3 OCTAHOBKM IPOAOIKAIT TIOIbEM, LETUISSACh 32 TOpYallie KaMHH, JUIMHHBIE MPSIU rPpyooit
TPaBbl U 32 BCE, YTO TOJILKO MOT' HalIapuTh pykamu. From time to time, some seabird with wild cries
flew into the faces of the people, and from sudden fright they almost lost their footing. Bpems ot
BpPEMEHHU KaKasi-HUOYIb MOpCKasi NTUIIA C AMKUMH KpUKamMu Opocasach B JIMLIA JIOAsM, U OT BHE3aIl-
HOT'O UCITyTa OHM €/1Ba He TEePSLTH OIOpPY IO HOTaMH.

As they climbed, the grass became thicker and the cliff slope became more sloping, and the
last part of the climb became much easier for them. [lo mepe nogbema TpaBa cTaHOBWIIACH BCE TYIIIE,
a CKJIOH yTeca — OoJiee TOKaThIM, U TIOCTIEAHSS YacTh MOABEeMa JaJlach UM YKe Topasjio Jierye.

Finally, after half an hour of difficult trials, the travelers managed to reach the top and, out
of breath, threw themselves onto the short dry grass that bordered the rough cliff. Hakonen, cnycrs
Trmojrgaca TAXKKUX I/ICHLITEIHPIIZ, IMYTHUKW YXUTPUJIHUCH )IO6paTbCH A0 BEPLIWHBI U, 3a1bIXaACh, 6pOCI/I-
JICh Ha KOPOTKYIO CYXYIO TPaBy, OKalMJISIBIIYIO TPyObIi yTec.

Lying almost unconscious from fatigue and hunger, the people heard, as if in a bad dream,
the drowsy noise of the waves below and the discordant cries of seagulls circling around their nests,
to which the disturbed birds were in no hurry to return. Jlexa mouru 6e3 4yBCTB OT yCTaJIOCTU U
roJI0fa, JTIOJM CJIBIIIAIH, CIOBHO B ypPHOM CHE, APEMOTHBIH IITyM BOJIH BHU3Y M HECTPOWHbBIE KPUKH
YyaeK, KpyXKallliuXx BOKPYI CBOMX I'HE3[I0BUM, B KOTOPBIE PACTPEBOKEHHbBIE NTULBI HE CIELININ BO3-
BpaIaThCsl.

The rest did the comrades good; OTapix moresn TopapuiliaM Ha nosb3y; they were soon able to
get up and assess the situation. BCKOpe OHM CMOTJIA BCTaTh U OLIEHUTh CUTYaITUIO.
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On one side the sea stretched out before them, on the other — a grassy hilly area with clumps
of trees growing here and there. C ofHOI CTOpOHBI Mepe]; HUMHU MPOCTUPATIOCh MOpE, C JPyrol —
MopocIIasi TPABOM XOJIMUCTAasi MECTHOCTh, HA KOTOPOM 3/1eCh M TaM POCJIM KyIIbl iepeBbeB. Because
of the rapidly thickening shadows of the night, the trees seemed grey and blurred. M3-3a GsicTpo
CTYLIAIOIIUXCSI HOUHBIX TEHE JepeBbsl Ka3aanch cepbiMu U pa3MbIThiMU. The fugitives also saw horses
and cows wandering in the fields in the distance — meaning that there was human habitation nearby.
Eme Gersenpl yBuenu Jjomasei 1 Kopos, OpOJUBIIMX HA TIOJISIX BJAJIeKe — 3HAYUT, PSIIOM UMEJIOCh
YeJIOBEUEeCKOEe KIUJIbE.

Suddenly, in a distant house that the two men had not noticed at first, a bright light shone.
BHe3sarHo B 1a71eKoM JJoMe, KOTOPBIH IBO€ MYKUMH ITIOHAYATy HE 3aMETWIIU, 3aCHsUT sipkuid cBet. For
the weary sea wanderers, this light became a star of hope. [I1s1 yctanbix MOpcKHX OpOJISIT CBET STOT
CTaJ1 3B€3/10i Ha/IeKIbl.

They exchanged silent glances, and the young man turned back to the sea. Onu monya nepe-
[JISTHYJIUCh, ¥ MOJIOZIOH YeJIOBEK CHOBA IMOBEPHYJICS K MOPIO.

— Behind us, — he said, pointing to the east, — a French prison and two ruined lives — yours
and mine. — [To3agu, — cka3zain oH, OKa3aB Ha BOCTOK, — (ppaHIly3cKas TIOpbMa U JIB€ Pa3pyLIEHHbIX
JKM3HU — TBOS U Mos. But ahead — he turned to the fertile fields — wealth, food and freedom! Ho
BIIEpe/Id, — OH OOEPHYJICS K TYYHBIM IOJISIM, — O0raTcTBO, ef1a u ceodoaa! Come, my friend; [Toiinem,
apyr Moii; let this light, our star of hope, guide us — and who knows what glory awaits us? mycts Hac
BEJIET ITOT CBET, HAIlla 3Be3/1a Haae Kbl — U KTO 3HaET, Kakas ciaasa Hac oxugaer? Our old life is no
more... We are starting a new one in this new world, fully armed with bitter experience, which will
give us wisdom. Harreit npesxneit x)u3HM OoJblle HeT... Mbl HAYUMHAEM HOBYIO B STOM HOBOM MHpE,
BO BCEOPYKUH T'OPHKOI'0 OIBITAa, KOTOPbI MPUAACT HaM MyApocTH. So come, my silent friend! Tax
UIEM K€, MOM MOJYaJIUBbIN IpyT!

And the man moved slowly down the slope towards the fields, and the mute followed him, still
with his head down, with the same expression of sullen resignation on his face. I myxunna menjieHHO
JBUHYJICSI BHU3 T10 CKJIOHY K TOJISIM, & HEMOW IMOC/IEIOBAN 32 HUM, BCE TaK ke TIOHYPHB TOJIOBY, C
MPEKHUM BBIPAKEHUEM YTPIOMOTO CMUPEHHUS Ha JIHIIE.

The sun disappeared behind the snow ridge, and when the red light died away, the night threw
a grey veil over the sky. CosHIle ucue3o 3a CHE:XHOM IpsiioN, M KOIZa KpPacHbIil CBET yrac, HOUb
HaKWHYJIa Ha HeOo cepyio Byasib. Here and there the stars shone. 3aech u Tam 3acusiii 3Be37bl. The
seabirds found their nests again, their discordant cries died away... Mopckue NTULBI CHOBA OTBICKA/IN

CBOM IrHE31a, UX HeCTpOﬁHbIC KPHUKU CMOJIKJIM. . .
T
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