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AHHOTaAMSA

JlaHHOe TIpou3BelcHUE coBMellaeT B ceOe KaHpbl (hIHTE3H,
nonagaHdyecrBa, LitRPG u sgnoHckoro ucekau. 31ech €CThb BCE,
COOTBETCTBYIOIIICE HA3BAHHBIM JKaHpaM: KBECTbl, Marusi, MOHCTPBI,
JEMOHBI, TePOM, aBAHTIOPUCTHI U MHOTOE JIPyroe, 3a YTO Mbl JTI0ONM
TAaKHE CIOKEThl U MUPBI.

Ho uto Oymer, ecny MpOTATOHHUCTaMHM TaKOTO KJIACCUYECKOTO
CIO)KETa CTaHYyT HACTOSIIME 3JI01en?

"Tepon" 3TON WCTOpHH, BBHIHYXIEHHblE pPabOTaTh BMECTE IO
NpUXOTU CyAbOBI, JeNnaloT Trpsas3Hyl pabory s [Bosma —
XATPOYMHOTO 3aKYJIMCHOTO MoiuThKa.OHU TOTOBBI OTCTynaTh. OHU
roTOBHl YOuBath. OHM HE pacKauMBalOTCS B collesTHHOM. M oHM TOYHO
He TOTOBBI OT/IABATh APYT 3a APYra KUZHMU.

JlaHHass KHUTa ABJSETCS OOLIEH JEKOHCTPYKIMEW ‘KaHpa
W YHHUKAJbHBIM 00pa3oM OOBIIPHIBAET MHOXECTBO 3HAKOMBIX
CIOKETHBIX TPOMOB. DTa KHUTa, HATIOMTHEHHAST MHOTUMH OTCBUIKAMH,
MpeAHa3HayeHa TeM, KTO yCTall OT CIOKETOB, IJie Tepoil Bcerjaa mnpas
U BBIXOOUT mnodemutenieM. Tem, KTo 3amaércsa BompocoM: "Urto ke
MIPOMCXOIMT C YEJIOBEKOM, KOIJIa OH MepecTaéT ObITh XOpomum?",

OrtBeT OyzeT HEMPHUATHBIM.



Ho BBl ero npourere.
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Hoporou unrarens! [JaHHas KHUra — pe3yJbTaT KPOINOTIU-
BOW TPEXJIETHEW PabOTBHI.

Wpnea co3path mapoamio Ha KJjaccuyeckoe (paHTe3u ¢ noja-
Yyeil ICTOpUM OT JIMILIA 3JI0es1 3apOAnJIach y aBTOpa eue B 1aje-
KOM JIeTCTBe. Brieuatiennem TomMy OBLIO TIEPBOE CAMOCTOSITEIb-
HO ITPOYMTaHHOE nIpou3BeaeHre Anekcanapa Bonkosa «Ypdun
JIKI0C U ero JepeBsiHHbIE COJAATHL». [JIaBHBIN Tepol JaHHOTO
MIPOU3BENICHNS] HACTOJIBKO OTIIMYAJICS OT MPUBBIYHBIX JTOOPBIX U
MPABWILHBIX MMPOTATOHKUCTOB, U OBUI IPH STOM CTOJIb KUBBIM U
TIOHATHBIM IIPY BCEU CJIOKHOCTU €T0 XapaKTepa, YTO MTHOBEHHO
3aBoeBas cepala MHorux uyuraresnend. Kak u cepaue aBropa Ha-
CTOSIIIIETO POMaHa.

Ha ceromHsiHuii 1eHb MPUXOOUTCS MPU3HATH: KaK HU Mapa-
JOKCAJIbHO, IIE/IEBPBI KJIACCUKOB MUPOBOW JIMTEpaTypbl — Y-
absima [llekcinpa, ®énopa Muxainosuua JloctoeBckoro, Ajek-
cannpa Cepreesuua [1ylkrHa 1 MHOTUX IpYTUX — OTJIMYAIOTCS
ropaszo OOMBIIM KPU3UCOM MOPAM UX TIEPCOHAXEW M HEOM-
HO3HAYHOCTBIO 3AJIOKEHHBIX CMBICJIOB, HEKEJTU ""BBIKU/IBIIIN"' CO-
BPEMEHHOW MAaCCOBOU KYJIbTYPBHI.

CoBpeMeHHbIe MPOTATOHKUCTHI JOIKHBI 00/1a/1aTh MOJIUTKOP-
PEKTHOCTBHIO, ITPOIAraHANPOBATh COBPEMEHHYIO IIOBECTKY U ITPO-
TUBOCTOSITh 311y, Ja’K€ HE BHUKAsl B CyTh U MUCTOKU BO3HUKILIEH
npooiemsl. [losaTromy mMexy sTajloHaMu coBpeMeHHoro [ omm-
BY/Ia CErO/IHSI MOXKHO CMEJIO CTaBUTh 3HAK PABEHCTBA — YEro He
ckaxeub o ['oumByackux menespax 1990-x u «HyneBbIX» ro-



JIOB.

3ameTHa Takke U OOIIECTBEHHAs PeaKIus Ha TaKkue Mmpeoo-
pazoBanusl. Tak, Mo HaOMOAEHUSAM aBTOPA, B COIMAIBHBIX Ce-
TSX TOCJETHUX JIET B KQUeCTBe ITAJOHOB OpPYTAIbHOCTU U MY-
JKECTBEHHOCTU MPUXOJUTCS BBICTYNATh CAMbIM OTIIETHIM HEro-
J515IM COBPEMEHHBIX KHHOKAPTUH. 3a4acTylo 3TO MPENOAHOCUT-
csl B IOMOPUCTUYECKUX LiensX. Tem He MeHee, AaHHAs TEHJIEH-
11s1 CBUAETENILCTBYET O IOJHOM MOTEPE MPOTArOHUCTAMU XOTh
CKOJIb-HUOYIb JOCTOWHBIX YepPT M y3HABAEMOro TMOYepKa Jeu-
cTBUM. braronapsi Takon «KapTOHHOCTH» MEPCOHAKEU, CO3/1aH-
HBIX TIOJI KOMHPKY, TOJOKUTEbHbIE YepPThl MapaoKCaTbHBIM
00pa3omM OOHApYKUBAIOTCSI UMEHHO B COBPEMEHHBIX aHTArOHU-
crax npousBeaeHuil. OIHAKO UM YAENSETCs] CMEXOTBOPHO MaJjio
9KpaHHOT0 BpeMeHHU. Takasi TeHIeHIIM s SIBJISIETCS HE TOJIBKO BO3-
MYTHUTEJIEHOM, HO U TYOUTENIbHOM, Be/Ib HECTIOCOOHOCTh TIOCMOT-
pEeTh Ha MPOUCXOAAIIEE I1a3aMH «ILIOXOK» CTOPOHBI OTPaHUYH-
BaeT BOOOpakeHHe U He AAET YUTATEITIO UM 3PUTEITI0 MBICITUTD
KPUTHUYECKH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 110 MHEHHUIO aBTOPa, UMEHHO Yepe3 MpU3My
MOHMMAaHUS1 HEOHO3HAYHOM TICUXOJIOTUU TIOBEAEHUS, XapaKTe-
poB, rtocodrn MOJOOHBIX TEPOEB MBI MOXKEM BJIOBOJIb HACJIa-
JIUTHCSI HE TOJIBKO CIOKETHBIMU KOH(DIIMKTaAMU, HO U YBUIETh MU
I71a3aMHU TeX, C KeM ObLIO Obl TOBOJIBHO JKYTKO HAXOMUTHCSI BMe-
CTe B OJHOM KOMHaTe.

B Takux ycrnoBusix peikre UCTOPUU U KUHO O 3JI0AesIX, KOTO-
PBIX HE THITAIOTCS «TIEPEKPACUTh» U3 YEPHOTO B OEJIBIiA, CTAHO-



BATCSI HACTOSIIIIUM IJIOTKOM BO3/1yXa.

OnHako MomoOHOTO MEPCOHaXxa co3/1aTh, HECOMHEHHO, CITOXK-
HO. B oTyinyme oT nosioxuTe bHbIX FepoeB, XapaKkTep KaYeCTBEH-
HOT'O 3JI0[1€51 YPE3BbIYAIHO CII0KEH, 1 HEBO3MOKHO IPEIJIOKUTh
AQHTaroOHUCTA, TBOPSIIIIETO 3710 «IIPOCTO TIOTOMY UTO». EMy He00-
XOJMMa CJIO)KHAs1 UCTOPH S, MOTHBALM, XapaKkTep, a [NIaBHOE —
uesb. VI IMEHHO 9TUM OH TaKk MHTEPECEH.

Tak, B OCMBICJIEHUHU pa3HbIX TUIIOB 3JI0[IEEB U KJIACCUUYECKUX
CIOXKETHBIX TPOIOB, MOCTENIEHHO POXKIAINCh «T€POU» JIAHHOTO
npousBeeHns. OHM 00penn KU3Hb: CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO BOJIO,
uJieM, XapaKkTepbl, MEUTHI 1 kelaHusl. B pamkax jaHHOro poma-
Ha aBTOP MO3BOJIMII STUM «T€POSIM» CAMOCTOSITEIbHO BHIOMPATD,
TOBOPUTD U JIEJIaTh B COOTBETCTBUU C UX UHIMBUIYAILHOCTBIO.

Okpy:xeHueM 1l TepOoeB POMaHa CTajl MUP, COYETAIOIINN B
cebe anmeMeHThl (PIHTE3U, PYCCKOro «momnaaaHvectsa», LitRPG
Y, KOHEYHO K€, SITOHCKOT'O MCEKau.

B nomnbITKax nepeocMbICIUTb TU KaHPbl, aBTOP MOCTapascs
CO3/1aTh UX MOJTHOLIEHHYIO JEKOHCTPYKLHIO, B KOTOPOW UCTOYHM-
KaMU MPa4yHOCTH U IoMOpa SIBJISIIOTCS [JIABHBIM 00pa3oM IMpoTa-
TOHHCTBI IPOU3BE/ICHUS.

Kpusuc nx aktyasibHOro ObITHsI — HeHTpasibHast purypa B po-
MaHe, IOCTENEHHO PAaCKPhIBAIOILIASACS C XO[O0M clokeTa. iIMeHHO
MO3TOMY B KaueCTBE Ha3BaHUs1 MPOU3BEAECHUS ObLT UCTIOIb30BaH
XauerrepoBCcKkuil pusocopckuii TepMuH «dasein».

Takum 00pa3zom, JaHHOE MPOU3BE/IEHNE MOKET TIOXBACTATh-
Csl HE TOJIBKO YHUKAJIBbHBIM CETTUHIOM C MPOPAOOTaHHBIMH CO-



OBITUSIMU OOJIBIIIOTO MUPA, KMUBBIM TEMIIOM MTOBECTBOBAHM S, MH-
JVIBUYQJIbHBIMUA W KOJUIEKTUBHBIMU TIPOOJIeMaMU TPOTaroHu-
CTOB, IICUXOJIOTM3MOM B3aMMOOTHOILEHUI MEXKAY IEPCOHAKAMU
u punocodueit. [IpousBeneHre UMeET Takke U 3aJI0KEHHbIE B
HETO WHbIE IJI00ATbHBIE CMBICIIBL. BCE 3TO HUCKOJIBKO HE yMaJtsieT
9KIIEHAa, IOMOPa U KECTOKOCTU MTPOU3BEIEHMU .

ABTOp HACTOSIIIEr0 pOMaHa HE CUMTaeT ceOs MucaTeseMm,
XOTb CKOJIb-HUOY/Ib CPABHUMBIM C O€ClIEHHBIMU KJIaccukamu. OH
JIMILIb TIPe/JIaraeT YUTATENIO BHIXO U3 OKPY:KaloIleld BOKPYT Ofl-
HOTHITHOW OE3BKYCHIIBI MTOCIICIHETO JAECATUIICTUS, SIBUBIIETOCS
pe3yJabTaToOM peasvii 00IecTBa NoTpedaeHusl.
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TNCKJIEUMEP
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JlaHHOe poK3BefieHre COEPKUT MaTepHalbl,
He NpeJHa3HaYeHHbIE /115 HeCOBEPIIEHHOIETHHX JIHLL,
a TaKKe [JIsl JIIAEH C MOBbILIEHHOH IMOLIMOHAJILHOM
YyBCTBUTE/bHOCTBIO:

4 UPE3MEPHOE HACHMJIUE U JKECTOKOCTh
4 CLEHBI CMEPTH, YBEYM U TEMHOI MATHH

4 AMOPAJILHOE U IECTPYKTHBHOE IOBEJEHUE IIEPCOHAXEM
4 HEHOPMATHBHAS JIEKCMKA U TICUXOJIOTMYECKOE JIABJIEHME

%
[NO3ULINA ABTOPA
+

Bce nepcoHaXxw, MMeHa, OpraHu3alHH, COOBITHS H CETTUHT ABIAIOTCH
UCKITIOYUTENIBHO XY10XKE€CTBEHHBIM BbIMBICIIOM.

Agtop kateropuyeckn HE pasnensiet, HE ono6psier u HE pomanTusupyer
uaeosoruio, Gunocoduio, BbICKa3bIBaHMs, MOCTYTIKA M METOAB
NeACTBYIOLIHX JIHLL
ToBesieHKe ¥ MHPOBO33pEHHE TIEPCOHAXKEN MPOMKTOBAHb! UCKITIOUHTEIBHO
3aKOHAMH XYJIO}KECTBEHHOTO MOBECTBOBAHHS H HE MOTYT PACLIEHHBATHCS
Kak HopMa, [TponsBeieHHe He MpecsieyeT Leslb NponaraHiHpoBath
HACHJIHE, HEHABHCTD, SKCTPEMU3M WM BPAXKAy U HE SIBIAETCA MPH3EIBOM
K COBEPLIEHHIO TPOTHBOTPABHbIX JAEHCTBHH B peanbHOM MHpE.

Ec/m nofo6Hbie TeMbl BHI3BIBAIOT Y BAC AMCKOMPOPT, MoKamyiicTa,
BO3/IEPXKHTEC OT Ja/IbHe1ero YTeHus.
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TTTRAOACAMIIMADNMN FTIMPTITIT Y




370 XyaoKeCTBeHHOe mpou3Besienre. Bee coObITHs, mepcona-
K1, OpraHu3aIfu, TOCYJapCcTBa, PETMTHO3HbIE KYJIbThI, HIE0JI0-
T'YU Y ONMCAHHbIE B HEM B3IJISI/IbI SIBJISIIOTCS YACThIO BHIMBIITUIEH-
HOTO MUpa U CIYXaT UCKJIIOUUTEBHO 11eJ1IM TIOBECTBOBAHUSI.

ABTOp He mporaraHaupyeT HaCUIIME, KECTOKOCTh, PaCOBYIO
WIY HAIMOHAJIbHYI0O HEHABUCTh, JUCKPUMHHAIIMIO, TOTAJMTAp-
Hble WJIEOJIOTUH, SKCTPEMHU3M, DPEIUTMO3HYI0 BpPakIy M Ka-
K1e-Jm00 vHble (POPMBI YeJIOBEKOHEHABUCTHIUYECTBA.

Mpaunbie cOOBITHS, KECTOKOCTD, TPECTYIIICHH S, BOWHBI, (ha-
HATH3M 1 MOPaJIbHO HEOTHOZHAYHBIE MIOCTYIKH MEPCOHAKEN MO-
I'yT ObITh MOAPOOHO OMHMCAHBI B PAMKaX XyHOKECTBEHHOTO 3a-
meicia. Cam pakT n300pakeHust 4ero-amdo B MpOU3BEICHUN HEe
O3HAYaeT OOOPEHM I WITH OMPaBIAHMUsI STOTO CO CTOPOHBI aBTO-
pa.

[epcoHaxku MOTYT MPUIEPKUBATLCS BIMVISIOB, C KOTOPBIMU
aBTOP U YMTATEIb MOTYT OBITh HE coriacHbl. VX cioBa u mocrym-
KU CIIeJlyeT pacCMaTpuBaTh B KOHTEKCTE UX XapaKTepoB, 00CTO-
SITEJTLCTB Y BRIMBIIIIEHHOTO MUPA, & He KaK MPsIMOE BhIPAXKEHUE
MO3UIIMU aBTOPA.

Ecnu B TekcTe BCTpevaTcs peaibHble HCTOPUYeCKUe, Kyib-
TypHBIE WM MONUTUYECKUE OTCHUIKM, OHM WCIIOJIB3YIOTCSI HC-
KJTIOYMTETbHO KaK XyNOKECTBEHHBI MaTepual M He JOJKHBI
BOCIIPUHUMATHCS KaK MPU3bIB K COBEPIICHUIO KAKUX-JTMOO0 JIei-
CTBUI WUJIM KaK CyXJEHHE aBTopa.

[lo MHEHMIO aBTOpa, JAHHOE MPOW3BE/ICHNE HE PEKOMEHITY-



ercsl K uTeHuto junam muiaame 18 sier. OcTopokHO: B ClieHax
MOXET OBITh OIKCAHA KECTOKOCTh, HACHJINE, IPOTUIECKUI KOH-
TEHT, a TAKXKE€ UCIOJIb30BaHA HELIEH3YpHAsl JIEKCUKA B JIMAJIOrax
MEPCOHAKEN.

B nensix nydineit BU3yanu3anuu YuTaTesieM, B IpoU3BeIeHUN
YCTOJIb30BaHbl WLTIOCTPALIMK, CTEHEPUPOBAHHBIE HMCKYCCTBEH-
HBIM MHTeJIeKToM. Hu oj1Ha yacTh TekcTa He Oblla CreHeprpo-
BaHA UCKYCCTBEHHBIM MHTE/JIEKTOM. [Ipon3BeieHue noaHOCTbIO
HaIMCaHO aBTOPOM JIMYHO. TeKCT Mpom3BeieHUs MOXKET OBITh He
OKOHYATEJIbHOW PeJaKIerd U BIIOCIEACTBAN MOABEPTHYT 10pa-
OOTKe.



00 ITepe

DTOT MUP pa3Hble HAPO/Ibl HA3bIBAIOT MO-cBoeMy. HekoTopsie
IUIEMEHA 3BEpoMmoer HasbiBaloT ero Llpammar, ;bdb1 — n3sm-
HBIM Ha3BaHWEM ATaJIU31 — CJIOBOM, JIOCJIOBHO NEPEBOASAIIAM-
csl Kak «OecnpesenbHoe». Ho Gonee Bcero pacnpocTpaHeHo, Ko-
HEYHO, JIIOICKOE Ha3BaHUE — ITEP.

D10 3ameuaTesIbHbId CPEIHEBEKOBbI MUP, HAMOJIHEHHBIN
KOpOJIEBCTBAMU U pecHyOIMKaMy, KPOXOTHBIMHU TOCYIapCTBa-
MU-TOPOJAMH Y TUTAaHCKUMHU UMIIEPUSIMU. DTO MUP, HACEJIEH-



HBII MHOTMIMU pacamu ¥ Hapogamu. Ho ocTaHOBUMCS Mbl TOJIBKO
B OJIHOM U3 €ro MHOTOYMCJIeHHBIX yronkoB — B [lamaupe. [1pu-
BeICHHbIE COOBITHSI HAYaIMCh HAa AEBSTHIM TOf MO OKOHYAHUIO
BoiiHbl ¢ 1eMoHamu. . .

Tuxyio nepeByiiky Becrpec maBHO He OeCIIOKOMIIM HUKaKKe
BOWHBI, OAH/IUTHI U TIPOYME HENpUATHOCTU. Pacrionarasich Ha
okpauHe rpadgcrBa Cnodyp koponesctBa Bepdenp, MecTHbie
KUTEJIM PEJKO BUIENIN NIPUE3KUX TOCTEM.

Bripoyem, Ha To ObUTa BecbMa MpaydHast Mpu4yrHa. Bo BpeMst
BoiiHbl ¢ JeMoHaMu, KOTIa KOpOJIEBCTBA JoAer 00bEANHIIHCH
paau oOIel 1eny, 3/1ech pa3BOPaYMBaINCh HEBEPOSITHBIE Cpa-
keHus. A BCE€ moTtoMy, YTO JiepeBHsl BecTpec pacnonaranach B
CTpATErnvecKy BaKHOM BO BpEMsI BOWHBI MECTE, TOOTU30CTH OT
Cesepnbix [op.

Nwmenno u3-3a CesepHbix ['op, kotopsie pasaensuim CtpaHy
HemonoB u KoponeBcTBa Jofen, a TOuHee — U3 pas3ioMa 3TOro
BEJIMYECTBEHHOTO, YXOJSIIEro B camble 00laKa TOPHOTO Xped-
Ta — BOCEMb JIET Ha3a/l MOJIE3/IM MOIYMINA CYIIECTB, YKE JABHO
CTaBIIIME B MUPE JIIOJIEN CKa3KaMU U BBIIyMKaMH. . .

CoryiacHO IpeBHMM JIETEHIaM, OKOJIO THICSTUM JIET Ha3aJl BOM-
Ha C IGMOHAMH yxke OblIa, U MPOPOYECTBa MIPeABEIaId, YTO OfI-
HaXXbl OHA TIOBTOPUTCS. B 3TU cTapble cKa3Kku, COXpaHUBIIIME-
s B HEKOTOpbIX yroykax [lanampa, pasymeercs, TaBHO HUKTO He
BEPUIL

Ho Bc€ okaszasioch Bcepne3. Bectpecy MoBessio — 310 OJHO
W3 HEMHOTHX IIOCEJICHWM Ha CEBEPO-3amae, KOTopoMy yAaJIOCh



n30eXkKaTh y4acTH ObITh YHUUTOKEHHBIM OPIIOW 3JIOOHBIX JIEMO-
HOB...

Bcé Onmaromapss Cemu Benukum I'eposm™ u ux ['Bapauum
Cra**, cocrosBiux u3 ayudmux ['epoes*** He Tonbko Ilanau-
pa, Ho u Bcero Drepa! Bragpika [lemonos Obu1 yout Cembio Be-
muknmu ['eposimu. 3a mpaBo 001agaTh Oe3rpaHMYHON BIIACTHIO,
KOTOpOM TOT 00Majall, cpasy e CXJIECTHYIUCh MeX cOOO0i ero
e ObIBIIIME Baccayibl — Briciiie JleMonsl. .. Acmoneit, Benb3e-
BYyJ1, Baas, ActapoTt 1 MHOrHe Apyrue yxacaioime oTpoapsa Ana,
IIpETEHAYIOIIME Ha 3BaHUE HOBOIo Biiagbiku [IeMOHOB.

JIeMOHOB yaanoch M3rHaTh OOpaTHO B CBOIO CTpaHy, a Pas-
JIOM (Tak Terepb Ha3bIBAIOT ONACHBIN Nlepexo1-yiieabe B CTpaHy
HemoHoB B xpeO1e CeBepHbix [0p) cTan HEyCTaHHO OXPaHSATh-
cs1 TapHU30HOM KopoJieBcTBa Bepdeiip, omHoro u3 Hanbosee mo-
CTPaJaBIIMX KOPOJIEBCTB JIIOJEH.

MupHas ku3Hb OBICTPO BepHYyJach B JiepeBHI0. [Ipouciien-
1ree 3a0bLJI0Ch, KaK CTPAIIHBIA COH, a OoraThlie COOBITHS MpOora-
JIM BMECTE C ITyTHUKAMHU.

Ho Bcé€ *ke, He BCE 3710 ObUIO OOEkKICHO. ABAHTIOPUCTHI U TIO
ceil IeHb HAXOIAT BCE HOBBIE JIaHXKU, 3aIIOJIHEHHbIE HEXMTBHIO,
0O0OpOTHSIMU, U APYTUMU HEAPYKECTBEHHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMHU.

W BCE xe, u3pelKa B 3Ty JEPEBYILKY BCE XK€ 3aryIA1bIBaIU Ke-
JIAaHHbIE W JIOJITOXKJIAHHBIE TOCTU - MYTEIIECTBEHHUKHU U YJIECHBI
['wiibau ABaHTIOPUCTOB.

*Cemb Beaukux I'epoes - coro3, coopantblii u3 cunvreriviux I e-
poes Cemu Beauxux Koponeecme Imepa (uemoipe u3 smux Kopo-



n1e6cme 8 xooe Botinvl ¢ demonamu nanu, a 00Ho npeodpasuIocsy
6 Umnepuro). Ilocae Boiirol ¢ demornamu Cemv Beauxux I'epoes
OonbUe HUK020a He COOUPANUCH emecTe.

**[eapouss Cma — opzanuzauus evloarouuxcs Iepoes, co-
OpanHvix no ecemy Imepy. Muccueii opearuzauuu 6vino odecne-
uernue nomousu Cemu Beauxum I'eposim. Opeanuzayus cyuyecmeo-
eana ewé 200 nocae Boiinwl ¢ demonamu. Koauwecmeennwiii co-
CMaeg op2anu3auUl NOCMOSIHHO MEHSACS, BNA0Nb 00 pachopmu-
POBAHUSL.

***kepou — evloarouuecs: agaHmMOPUCMbl U3 YUCAA Nepe-
POHCOEHHBIX 8 Imepe mooeli ¢ 3emau. Obaadarom 6oabUUUMU NO-
Kazamensimu Yyoauu, a maxkdice 8bICOKUMU MEeMNAMU POCA YPO8-
HsL U 0cOObIMU cnocobnocmsamu. Cuumaemcs, umo monawvko I e-
pou moz2ym 3¢pgheKkmueHo npomusocmosmn /lemoram, 8 céssu ¢
uemM 8bICOKO NOYUMAIOMCSL HACEAEHUEM U KOPOASIMU.



Ctux IlepBbiii — #

Tpaktup «/lepeBsnnas bamns» B gepeBHe Bectpec gaBHO He
BUJIEN TOCTer u3aaieka. Ero mopor maBHO He mepecTynaiy HU
CTPAHCTBYIOIIME CKA3UTENIM, HU TOPrOBLbI, HU MAJOMHUKH. YTO
Yy TOBOPUTH O I'eposIX WM aBaHTIOPUCTAX.

OnHako cerofHsi ObLT OMH W3 CYACT/IMBBIX THEW IS MaJlb-
YMKOB, JABHO MEUYTABLIMX O IMOJBUTaX, BIOXHOBJIEHHBIX PACCKa-
3amu 0 BoliHe ¢ 1eMoHaMu.

B TpakTHpe nosBUIMCh YeTBEPO.



OHM CHIIBHO BBIIECTWIMCH U3 OOIIEro aHTypaka, CTOMJIO UM
TOJILKO BOWTH B JiepeBHI0. HeMHOrouncIeHHbIe KUTENU C YIUB-
JIEHUEM U PafOCThI0 CMOTPENI UM BCIIE/.

Hacrosiue BorHbI, UCKAaTeIN MPUKTIOYEHUI — 3TO ObLIO BUI-
HO cpa3y, HECMOTps1 Ha BO3pacT I0HLIOB. Monofas KoMaHaa Ta-
JIAHTJIMBBIX ABAHTIOPUCTOB MPHUIILIA B MOUCKAX MPUKIIIOUEHU!

DT1a 4yeTBEpKa SBUJIACH MO-TEPOMCKM BOBpEMS: KOTJa CBET
YTPEHHETO COJHLA TOJbKO-TOJIBKO KOCHYJICSI BJIAKHOM TPAaBbl,
BO3/IyX 3BEHEJI XJIONOTAMU KaBOPOHKOB, & POCMHKM Ha IjIalax
BBIIVISI/IENH, KaK 3aCITy)KEHHbIE MeJaIi 32 MYKECTBO.

OHu 1T, KaK HACTOAIIAs KOMaH/a.

3actbiBIIas HAa ApType yiblOKa Oblla HY CITUIIIKOM HCKpPEH-
Hell JIIs1 YesloBeKa ¢ BaKHOW MUCCHel. 3a CIIMHOW y Hero 0oi-
TaJICS M€Y, YyTh CTEPTHIM, HO CHUSIOIIMMA HACTOSIIEH HAACKIAOU
Ha TPaHMO3HOE MPUKIIIOUEHHE.

JlecHou anbd Ppeit, 3aHsAB MecTo ¢ riaHra, mocMaTpuBal
OKPECT C e/IBa 3aMETHBIM BECeIbeM — OBITh MOKET, TOTOMY, 4TO
ObLJT yBEpeH: UTO Obl HU CITyYMJIOCH, APYT APTYyp BCeraa MojcTa-
BUT IJIeU0 (WK, MO OOBIYAI0 MX MApPTUX, CBOU KeJIe3HbIN IIUT,
packpanieHHbli 1o piiar koposesctsa Bontn). Ero syk ucrpe-
HaJICsl OT COTEH TPEHUPOBOUHBIX BHICTPEIIOB, HO Y Ppest He ObLIo
COMHEHUII—OH MOMaJET BO Bpara ¢ MepBOro pasa, moToMy 4To
MHaYe He yMeeT.

AxaBa... Monopas kpacaBuna. OHa Obljia CJMIIIKOM 0HA, YTO-
Obl y4acTBOBaTh B KPYITHBIX MOXOMAaX, HO €€ HEKHbBIM BO3paCT
KOMITEHCUPOBAJICS UYBCTBOM JPYXOBI, MPHJICKHON y4EOOU U



TeM (paKTOM, YTO OHa OblIa OYeHb TaJaHTIMBHIM Marom. OHa
KOJUIEKITMOHUPOBAJIA aMyJIeThl M MHOT/IA OeCCO3HATEIbHO OOp-
MOTaJIa 3aKJIMHAHUSI BO CHE, 0OECTIeUnBasi TOBAPUIIIAM MACCY KY-
PbE3HBIX HOYHBIX IIPOMCIIECTBUN.

U, nakonen, rHom Kapu. DTOT HEBBICOKHI 30POBSK OBLI JIIO-
OuTeeM 4TO-HUOY/Ib KPYILIUTH, 4 3aTEM YMHHUTD TO, YTO CaM Ke
clioMall. 3a CIMHOM y Hero ObUI MACCHBHBIN JIBypYYHBIN TOMOD,
a KPEeTKHid XapakTep ObICTPO CMSTYaIcs OT BHIMUBKU. OH XOXO-
TaJl FpOMYe I'pOMa, HO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOW OYIHBII HpaB, OH ObLI
OECKOHEYHO BEepeH CBOMM TOBapHIaM. [la u B 11e10M, HaCKOIMb-
KO 3TO MO3BOJISAJIOCh THOMbEMY 3TUKETY, Kapu ciibu1 B koMIaHuu
OYeHb JI0OPOIYIIHBIM U YACTOCEPACYHBIM JIEAYIIKOM.

Sra KoMaH[a ObUIa B CBOEM POJIe TOBOJILHO U3BECTHA B DTEpe.
Emg 6b1! He 3pst po TakuX MUIIYT - «IIPUMEP JJIs1 BCEH TUITb-
JUW» Ha JJOCKE MOYETa. DTO OBUIM HACTOSIIUE OMBITHBIE ABAHTIO-
PUCTHI — IJTATUHOBOT'O PAHIa, MEKAY MPOYNM ! — BO3IJIABJIsSIEMbIE
campIM HacroAmmM ['epoem — Aprypom.

VX B3auMHBIE «IOOKOJbI» W TOATPYHUBAHUS ObLIM BCEr/a
CBETJIbI, 3200Ta yMECTHA, a CTPaXy MPEONONEBATICH OOIIUMHU
YCUIIASIMMU.

WNuorna Apryp 3aepKuBaJl JIaJOHb Ha IUIeYe y AKBBI U IO-
BOPWJI IIO-HACTOSAIIEMY T€POMYECKMM TOHOM HeuTo Bpoze: «He
nepexvBaid, AkBa! Ecm Ham B IyTH BCTPETATCS TPYAHOCTH —
MbI C HUMHU Bceraa cripaBuMcs. Mbl Beib KOMaH[1a, paBaa?»

dpeit Bceraa yXMbUISLICS WU TIBITAICS B STOT MOMEHT pa3py-
LIUTh UIWJUIMIO CBOEU «MCKPOMETHOW» IIyTOYKOM. A BOT Kapu,



KakeTcs, Ha BCE Bcerya offoOpuTeIbHO KuBaJl. Bugumo, ero He
IPOCTO 3a0aBJISJIO, 2 EMY OUYEHb JIaXke HPaBIJIOCh HAOMIONATh 3a
TEM, 4TO IPOUCXOAUT MEKAY ITON TPOULIEH.

Hopora k Bepdenpy nemisia cpequ HU3KMX TYMaHHBIX XOJI-
MOB, HO 9Ta YETBEPKA CJIOBHO HE 3aMeyvalia HU X0JI0[1a, HU ChIPO-
ctu. PasroBops! X OBUTH MONHBI yTPEHHEN O0ApOCTH.

— ApTyp, — rPOMKO, ITOYTH TOP;KECTBEHHO cooOITMIa AKBa,
— Korna Mbl ObTH B TIOC/IEIHEM TOA3EMENIbe, Thl OWJICS TakK,
gto ObLT TOX0XK Ha ['epost npeBHOCTH CTOpYyKa, TOrO CaMOro, 4To
CPYOWMII THICSTIY OTPOB OJJHAM YAAPOM. . .

— Xa! Kr0? OH-T10? — aptuctuyHo ¢blpkHya Ppen, ckpe-
CTUB PyKH Ha I'Py[IY U HaJIMEHHO OTBEPHYBILUCh B CTOPOHY. —
Booor11ie-To, B mponuislii pa3, KOrjaa Mbl HATKHYJIMCh Ha HACTOSI-
mero orpa, Apryp yoerai oT Hero, Kak OT IeJIOW apMUU AeMO-
HOB! Kyna emy o I'po3el OrpoB Cropyka? Eciu jiereHpl, Ko-
HEYHO, HE BPYT, U OH JIEUCTBUTEJILHO CYIIIECTBOBAJI CTOJIETUS HA-
3a/1.

— Ppeit! AX THL... — ApTyp MIHOBEHHO IIOKPACHEJI, pacra-
muBiMck. Ppeii 3a1en ero 3a xxuBoe. — Tebe Jerko roBOpUTh!
Crowurb cebe, myckaelib cTpeJbl Baajieke ot 00si, moka Ml ¢ Ka-
pu ObEMCSI Ha TIEPEIOBOM U PUCKYEM. . .

OH oc€Kce 1 yKpaakou IsHyn Ha AKBY. [IpaBuinbHO — Benp
OHa, TIpefie]1 ero MeYTaHUM, TOKe CTOUT TMOOAb OT ONVKHEro
60s1!

Omna Beceso moBepTesa rojioBO, JaBasi OHSTh, YTO HEe 0OU-
JeJ1ach.



— Bc€ xopormo! — cka3ana oHa. — Bositbest BO Bpemst 00st
— 970 Benp HopMasibHO! MbI Bce Oommcs. Ho mMbl momoraem
JpYT OpyTy, MPUKpbIBaeM Thi1! I UMEHHO MO3TOMY. .. 3TO. .. 3TO
OU€Hb yCIIOKauBaeT. Bellpb Mbl 1py3bs, U 3TO IJIaBHOE!

Ipy3bsi YCTBIAMIUCH CBOEW MUHYTHOW Mepenanku. ApTryp
HECKOJIBKO CEKyHJI OOLyMBIBAJI, & TIOTOM TOTPSIC TOIOBOM, CJIOB-
HO OTTOHSISl JIMIIIHUE MBICJH, U BHOBb PACIUIbUICS B 10OPOLYIII-
HOW YJTbIOKE.

— IpaBwisHO! Eciin MbI 1 nasibiiie OyaeM OgHOM KOMaHIOM,
MbI co Bcer CtpaHou [{eMOHOB cIripaBUMCS B OIMHOYKY !

Aptyp, B otiume ot @pest, AkBbl u Kapu, He SBIISAICS «MecT-
HBIM>» JKUTEJIEM DTepa.

Kak 1 MHOr1€e aBaHTIOPUCTBI, APTYp — nepepoxkaAeHHbIN. [1o-
naJl MoJ] IPy30BUK, MBITASICh CIIACTH KOTEHKA U3-TI0]l MAIIMHBI.

B cBoém mupe oH ObUT OOBIYHBIM, HE CAMBIM TIOIMYJISIPHBIM
Cpeay CBOMX CBEPCTHUKOB HIKOJILHUKOM. Ho nocne nepepoxae-
HUSI, KOTOPOE, K CJIOBY CKa3aTh, IAJIOCh eMY C OOJBIITUM TPYIOM,
B HEM Kak OyaTO OBl YTO-TO U3MEHUJIOCh.

B Dtepe oH 00pEN CMBICT CBOETO CYILIECTBOBAHUS.

Emy Hekoria ObUTO TPaTUTh BpeMsi Ha rofibl TPEHUPOBOK — BO-
BCIO 111712 BoriHa co Ctpanoii lemoHoB! U nyckait oH nepepoaui-
s Ha I0T0-BOCTOYHBIX 3eMJISIX DTEpa B KOposieBCTBE BoHTH, Ha-
JIEKO OT M0JIel CpakeHWid, eMy HyHa ObUla CpOYHAs «IpOKay-
Ka».

W oH nipuHSIICS 3a ie10. Besib emy mpeapekin, 4To ero cyaboa
— nobeuTh Benukoe 310... Y oH nomkeH ObUT TPUMEHUTD BCe



CBOU CUJIbI C OTHOM-€TMHCTBEHHOM LIEJIbI0 — 3AIIUTUTh U CIIACTH
DTep OT HEMUHYEMOU YI'PO3BI.

CnepBa 3T0 ObUIO HEMPUBBIYHO — BHYTPEHHUH rpapruuecKuil
uHTepdenc, cucTeMa ypoBHE!, CI0KHASI CUCTeMa 3aKJIMHAHUNA 1
«TIPOKAYKW» HaBHIKOB. Ho ApTyp OblcTpo HasoBumics Gnarosia-
pst TOMy, 9TO emié OyIy4r MOAPOCTKOM — TOUYTH PEOEHKOM —
Ha 3emMJie OH BOBCIO «pyOWICS» B OHJIAWH-UTPhI! A ¢ Tex mop
MUHYJIO YK€ LIeJIbIX BOCEMb JIET.

OH ObL ObI paj cpa3y OTIPABUTHLCS 3ALTUIIATH MUP JHOIEH OT
BEJIMKMX YIpO3, HO HeJb35l K€ UITU MPOTUB BBICOKOYPOBHEBBIX
MOHCTPOB Ha HauaJIbHOM YPOBHE U HaYaJIbHbIM CHapsKEHUEM !

Bceé ke, HECMOTpsA Ha TO, YTO DTep OYEHb NOXOXK HAa MUP
MMOPIII', B KOTOpBIE APTYP UT'Pajl, HIKAKOT'O BO3POKACHHS HA
«CTapTOBOM TOUKE» B TOM IPEKPACHOM MHUPE He ObLIO. .. YOBIOT
B 0010 — Kak roBoputcs, «Game Over». Koner. Camast HacTosi-
mas cMepTh. .. U XxoTsa ApTyp yke yMupas — 1oj KoJieécamu To-
r'0 CaMOro 3JI0CYACTHOTO TPY30BUKA — He OBbUIO HUKAKOM, Aaxe
camMoi MaJICHbKOM FApaHTUU Ha €lIE OTHO YYIECHOE MepepoKae-
HHE B APYIOM MUpE.

B nouckax nyuiiero criocoda 3apadoTaTh OMbIT U JIEHBI'Y HA
XOpoIllee CHAPSKEHWE, OH PEIIWI MONTH KJIACCUYECKUM MYyTEM
— a UMEHHO, BCTynuTh B ['mibauio ABaHTiOpUCTOB. TaM-TO 1
no3Hakomusics ¢ Kapu u @peem. .. DTu 1BOE, THOM U 71b(, ObLIN
abcomoTHO pa3HbIMU. Ppell — BBIIIsIeN Ha eCTHAIATh, HO Ha
caMmoM JieJie, €ro BO3PACT Y:Ke JIaBHO MepeBasIijI 3a TPUILATh, a
Kapu... He pacckaspiBai oH, ckonbko eMy JieT. Ho 3a Bce BoceMb



JIET X COBMECTHOTO IMYyTEHIECTBUSI, OH TaK U HE U3MEHUJICS B
ntie. bosee Toro, Ipy3bst HA pa3y He BUJEIIH, YTOObl MACCUBHBIM
THOM XOTb pa3 CTpUT cBOI0 6opony! A Gopona rmpy 3TOM COBCEM
HUKOT/Ia HE MEHSIaCh HU B JJIMHE, HU B (popMme.

C Tex mop 3TH TPOE CTaIU MyTEIIeCTBOBATh MO BCEMY CBETY.
beiBamm 1 B Huxanx Yeprorax — OECKOHEUHBIX JTAOMPHUHTAX
HEXKUTHU TIIyOOKO MO/ 3eMJIEH, BUIEIM Heocsaraemble [l pakoHbr
CkaJibl, Cpa)aluch C MOABOIHBIM IAPCTBOM YTOIUIEHHUKOB, 0O-
ponuchk ¢ OpneHom YepHokHmxHUKAa OdeliHa, 3aluiaim ae-
PEBHM OT Pa30OIHUKOB, H... MHOTO 4ero ObuIo ermg.

A BOT cpa3uThCs ¢ JEMOHAMHU TaK M HE YIalIoCh. APTyp ObLT
eme caunkoM ciad, u B ommuue ot Ppes u Kapu — BerepaHos,
CBOETO POJa, — Y HErO COBCEM He OBLJIO OIhITa B CPAKEHUSIX TIPO-
THB JEMOHUYECKHX cyIliecTB. [loatomy, korga Apryp yxe Obu1
rotoB, BoiHa co CtpaHoil [IeMOHOB yke OKOHUMJIACh TTOOEI01.

Aptyp oueHb niepexuBai. A kak xe? M30pannsiii ['epoit, myc-
Kail ¥ OIH U3 COTEH TAKUX ke, OH HE CTasl, KaK MeuTaJl, HU Ofl-
HUM 13 CeMu APXOHTOB — BEJIMYAUIINX XPaHUTEEW DTepa U3
yucia ['epoes, Hu aaxe B I'Bapauio Crta He Bomen!

W BOT, cTOMJI0 OMacHOCTH MUHOBaTh — CeMb APXOHTOB, CUJTb-
Heiime ['epon D1epa, Oonee HUKOrIA 32 BOCEMb JIET HE COOM-
pasuck BMecte. A I'Bapauio Cra u BoBce pacopMupoBasin!

Jla, OblTa co3gaHa BMeCTO He€ HesaBucumasa VHKBU3HINA,
OpIIEH HEKOTOPBIX OBIBIIMX I'BapIEHIIEB U UX CTOPOHHUKOB, HO
BOBCE OHM He OOPOJIUCH ykKe C JEMOHAMH M WX TIPUXBOCTHSIMHU.
To u jeno, BCIUIbIBajla HOBOCTh B PA3/IMUHBIX YIOJKax DTepa



— cunamu MHkBU3UIMK ouuitieH YepHsiid Jlec oT BepBOb(DOB,
paspyliieH TaiiHbIN 3aMOK BaMIpoB Ha CeBepe, moiiMaHa OaH1a
OIAaCHBIX Pa300IHKKOB, YTPOKABIIUX CEJISTHAM. . .

Ho 310 Bc€ Ob110 «He Tem» 151 Aptypa. OH Xaxaain UCTUH-
HO T€pPOMCKUX MPUKIIOYEHUN, U HUKAK HE YHUMAJICSI, BCE BpeMs
JQyMasi O CBOEM HalIPOPOUYEHHOM IpeJHa3HAUYEHHH.

«TBos1 cyapOa — modequTh BearKoe 3710!» — OmMOoOpPUTETHHO
KMBaJla EMy CTapas ciernasi popHUILATEIbHULIA BO BPEMSI BOMHBI
co Crpanoit [leMOHOB.

Onnako... 350 6b110 Mo6ekaeHO 6e3 Hero. Tenepb BeMMKUX
MPUKJTIOYEHUI Ha TOPU3OHTE THEM C OTHEM HE CHILLIETCS], & MOTO-
My ApTyp ObUI yBepeH — €ro BpeMs €€ He MPUIIUIO. A 3HAYUT,
HoBas BoliHa ¢ neMoHamu Obula He 3a ropamm!

Ha, neMoHb! ObUTH M3THAHBI 00paTHO, 3a CeBepHble [opHl 1
3arevaranbl, HO Hajgoiro ju? Ceinyvac, o ciyxam, B Ctpane Jle-
MOHOB 1112 OKeCTOUEHHast OopbOa 3a BJIACTh IMOCJE TOro, Kak
Cempb Benukux ['epoeB yanuroxuinu Bragsiky Iemonos. 1 yro
ke OyaeT, ecim KTo-To u3 Beicimx JIeMOHOB of1onieeT CBOHX Co-
NEPHUKOB U CTAHET €/IMHOBJIACTHBIM IPABUTEJIEM TOU [IbSIBOJIb-
ckoit ctpanbl? OHU BEpHYTCS — B 9TOM y ApTypa He ObLJIO CO-
MHEHUH.

MMeHHO no3TOMYy, NIOKa DTEp BEPHYNICA K CIIOKOWHOW MUp-
HOM ’KM3HU, KOMaHJa ApTypa UcKaia HOBbIE CITIOCOOBI IIPOTHBO-
cTrosiTh ieMoHaM. 00 3THX crocodax UM MOIJIY MOBEJATh TOJIBKO
JpeBHUE KaTaKOMOBI, CKJIETIHI M UHBIE MTOA3EMEJTbsI, HAXOXICHUEe
KOTOPBIX MOTJIO OBITh M3BECTHO JIMIIb OYeHbh HEMHOTUM MyJpe-



am. ..

3Has, 4To KOMaH1a ApTypa — KOTOpas, K CJIOBY, B HEKOTO-
pbIX Kpyrax yxe Obla JOBOJIbHO 3HAMEHUTA — CHEeUATU3UPY-
€TCs1 IMEHHO Ha MOIOOHBIX 3a[JaHUSIX, HEJABHO K JIPY3bsiM 00pa-
THJICS caM MPUIIBOPHBIA Mar KoposeBcTBa Bepdelip, kotopomy
Y/aJI0Ch HAWTH IpeBHUE YIIOMUHAHMS O HEKOEM apredakre, co-
kpeiToM B CeBepHbix ['opax...

I[o cimyxam, apreakTt, XpaHSIIMKACSA B OAHOM U3 (DOPIIOCTOB
JPEBHUX KOPOJIEBCTB JIIOJIEN, UMeeT HEBEPOSITHbIE CBOWCTBA, KO-
TOpbIe IOMOTYT Y€JIOBEYECTBY B HOBOI BOWHE IMPOTUB JEMOHOB.
W npuaBOpHOMY Mary yajnoch OlpeenTh, Ijie UMEHHO OH Xpa-
HUTCA.

310 BcE 1 00MyMBIBAT APTYp, 33[yMUUBO MPOXO/s 10 yIU-
uaMm JaepesHu Becrpec.

Ho pasgymbst Aprypa mpepBaiuch. 3a TMPOCTpaHHOW Oec-
cmbicieHHor Oecenont Kapu u AkBbl, ®@peii BBITAHYT U KPEIKO
CKaJl JIyK — He MOTOMY YTO €ro 3Jb(MUIICKUI1 B3Op YBUAET Ka-
KYyIO-TO OIACHOCTb, & TIOTOMY YTO «T'€pPO¥ JOJKEH BCeryia ObITh
Hactopoxe». Ha camom gaene, dpeii mpekpacHO MOHMMAJ, 4TO
OpyXHe B pyKax MYXKUMHBI BCerna Npuaac€t Hekotopyw... [1pu-
BJIEKATEJIbHOCTh B IJ1a3aX MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOTO Mnoja. [Tostomy B
npucyTcTBUM AKBbI MaHepa Dpest To U IeJI0 T0CTaBaTh OpyxKUe U
BCTaBaTh B Na(pOCHbIE MO3bI YXKeE CI0KUIOCH B MO3OJISIIYIO I71a3a
IIPUBBIUKY.

ApTyp 3ackpexeran 3y0aMu, XOTb U CUMTAJI YTO MOMBITKA
®pes 1pocTO CMEXOTBOPHA.



AxBa 11112 TIocliefHel, 4yTh B cTopoHke. E€ Gecriokomsio, 4to
UX IyTEelIeCTBUE B MOUCKAX JPEBHETO noa3eMebs B CeBepHbIX
['opax ckOpo OKOHYMTCS, ¥ OHA OOSIACH TOTO, UTO OYJIET JasblIIie.
Ho cBouMM MbICIISIMU € APY3bsIMU OHA JIEJIUTHCS HE XOTesa, Ha-
JeSCh, UTO BCE CaMO Kak-To yJaaaurcs. [la u He xorena oHa, 4To-
ObI ¥ pedsATa XMYPHJIUCH TI0 STOMY TIOBOJY U paHbIIle BpEMEHU
MPEIaBATUCh CEPbE3HOCTH MOCIEACTBUN MX MUCCUU. Beb Hen3-
BECTHO, YTO KOPOJIM JIIOJEH 3aAyMaIoT, eciid apTedakT JeicTBU-
TEJILHO TIO3BOJIUT UM 3(P(PEKTUBHO cpakaThcsl MpOTUB CTpaHbl
JleMOHOB. 3aymaloT JI1 OHM yrpexaamun yaap? Ocmensrcs
s co3aarb HoByio I'Bapauio Crta u3 I'epoeB? U ocranercst i ¢
HUMU APTYp, €CJU TOTO MPUIJIACAT BOUTU B COCTAB TAKOW HOBOM
OpraHM3alIK, Yero OH BCeraa xesan?

Ho AxBa Ha maHep ApTypa IOMOTaJjla TOJIOBOW, HE Xkenast
yIIyONSTHCSA B ME€YaTe/IbHbIe MBICIIH.

Haxe Takas, 3agymMuuBasi 1 XMypasi, OHa BCerja Becesusia
ApTypa, ycriokauBasa ero, yMuisia.

AKBa MPUCOEAMHWIACh K KOMaHAE BCEro JMIIb IOl Ha3aj.
CemHaguatwieTHsist Kpacapuua! Jla eni€ v o4eHb CUJIbHBIN Mar,
KOTOpasi CrielMaIn3upoBasiach Cpa3y Ha TPEX JIEeMEHTaX Maruu
— JIbJIa, JICYCHUS U CBETA.

Omna, kak u Kapu u ®peit, e 6bi1a ['epoem. U npunsim e€ B
KOMaHJly OTHIO[Ib HE U3-3a €€ Marn4eckux CocoOHOCTE, a To-
TOMY UTO JPY3bsl pa3IJIsiieS v B HeW O4eHb HEKHYIO, UCKPEHHIOI0,
J00pyIo AyIry.

Ho... beuia u emi€ ogHa npuymnHa.



®peii B cBOM COPOK U APTyp B CBOM HENOJHbBIE OBAIIATD,
BJIIOOMJINCH, KaK Mayibuminku! CII0KHO CKa3aTh, 3aMETHJIA 3TO
BCE-TakM AKBa WIH JIO CUX TOp HeT... OHU Be/lb MAIbUYUIITKAMU
TaK U OCTAIOTCA B cBOew ayine. U yxacarore 00sITcst TpU3HAThCS
B UYBCTBax IPeIMETY CBOEro 000XKaHUsI.

Ho ecnu 61 emy, ApTypy, HOCUACTIIMBUIIOCH YCTIBIIIIATE OT HEE
3aBETHBIE CJIOBA JIIOOBH. . .

B nepeBHI0 OHU BOIILIU C TOPIO MOJHATOM rojioBo. [ocnexu
OJ1ecTST, BBINPABKA OTJIMYHAS, UTPOBOM YPOBEHb JISI MECTHBIX
KUTeJIel ObLT HETOMEPHO BBICOK !

YV OOBIYHBIX CEeNSIH PSIOBOM YPOBEHb AepiKaJiCsl B paiiloHe OT
5 no 14.

Y GaHIUTOB ypOBEHb HAYMHAIICS OOBIYHO OT 20) U BHIIIIE.

V cTpaxeil 1 BOMHOB PEryIsipHOM apMHUKM OH MOT' JOCTUTaTh
neneix S0.

Harmim reposiMm oHu ObLITM HE POBHEHA.

AxkBa — 55 yposenb. ®peii — 73. Kapu — 98. A y Aptypa, Kak
y I'eposi, 32 BoceMb JieT OH Bbipoc 10 115...

dpeint oueHs emy 3aBuoBall. Korna-to onu ¢ Kapu caucxonu-
TeJIbHO MPHUHSUIA MOJIOAOro ['epost B KoMaH[y, KOrJa OH ObLT BCe-
ro-TO Ha TpeThbeM ypoBHE. Ho yem [1oJ1bllie OHM BMECTE MyTellle-
CTBOBaJIH, TeM Oosbiiie Ppeii KOMITIEKCOBaJI HACYET COOCTBEH-
Horo pa3utus. Hy HUKak 3;1b(y He yaBanoch ero nepeurparb!

Bripouewm, k ynuBiieHuIo camoro Aprypa, B OTJIMYME OT MHO-
rux MMOPIII', Bo-niepBbIX, ypOBEHb, KaK X HUK APYTMX IIEPCO-



HaXel, KpoMe CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO, PAKTUUECKU HUKAK HeJlb-
351 ObLJIO YBUIETh. [1J151 3TOr0 HEOOXOAMM OBbLT CIIEIATBHBIN Pejl-
kui HaBblK. [lo 310N npuunHe Ppent 10Ar0 HE BEpUIl B CJI0BA
Aptypa 0 cBOEM OBICTPOM pOCTE, TaK KaK IMPOCTO HE BUJET €0
YPOBHSI.

A BO-BTOpPBIX, UTO TOpa3[o BaXHee, YPOBEHb caM 1Mo cede
NPAKTUYECKA HUYEro He JaBasl. XapaKTepUCTUKU aBTOMaTuye-
CKM HE POC/IY, HaBbIKU U CIIOCOOHOCTH TOXE aBTOMAaTUUYECKU He
naBamck. CoOBCEM HE 3HAUMUT, YTO TOT, Y KOO BbIILIE YPOBEHb,
cuJIbHEe, 37I0pOBbe Y HEro BhIIIe, Aa U BooOIe. .. Hanpumep, y
HEKOTOPBIX TIOBAPOB U 3BE37I0UETOB TOKE OBIBAET OUEHb «HEIPH-
JIMYHO BBICOKMI» YPOBEHb, OJHAKO YOUTh UX MOXET Jaxe Ipo-
CTOU CeJISIHUH.

3arBo3jKa B TOM, YTO YPOBEHb B DTepe — 3T0, CKOpee, MOKa-
3aTeJIb OIbITA, «IPOKAYaHHBIX» HABBIKOB M CIIOCOOHOCTEN, a BO-
BCE He MOKa3aTeslb XapakTepucTuk. [Toatomy fasxe BBICOKOYpOB-
HeBbI ['epoil moMyduT Te ke paHbl B Cllydae yaapa, 4YTo U HU3-
KOYPOBHEBBIN CeJIIHUH. ECIM TOJBKO y HEro HeT crielyaibHbIX
CMOCOOHOCTEN, HAMEPEHHO MPOKAYAHHBIX XapAKTEPUCTUK WU
crierMasibHbIX apredakToB. OIHAKO, pa3HULIA B TOM, YTO Y BbI-
COKOypoBHeBOro ['eposi, BeposiTHee BCEro, eCTh BHYIIMTEIbHOE
KOJIMYECTBO CITOCOOHOCTEH, KOTOPBIE TIOMOTYT €MY YBEPHYThCS,
OCTaHOBHTH, OTOUTH WU JJaKe BbIIEPKATh yaap.

A BOT y IPOCTOro CeJIsTHMHAa TaKOro Habopa MHCTPYMEHTOB,
KOTOPBIM, K TOMY €, Hy’)KHO MPO(ECCUOHATIBHO BIAJIETh, pa3y-
MeeTcs, HeT.



Kaxaplii yBakalomuil ce0s1 aBaHTIOPUCT TIO MPUOBITHIO B Ka-
KOW-HUOY/Ib TOPOJI WM MHOE, Jake OUeHb HeOOJBIOe, TIOCee-
HUE TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM, IO HEIIaCHOM TPaJMIIMU, HAMpaBJIseTCs B
TPAaKTUP WM TaBepHY, YTOObI OTJOXHYTh OT JIOJTOM JOPOTH U
coOpaThCs C MBICTISIMHU.

Hamm repon, KOHEUHO ke, HapyIIaTh TaKylo JOOPYIO Tpaau-
LMIO HE CTaJIH.

Tpaktup «JlepeBsinHas baiHs» NIpUBETIMBO BCTPETHI UX. ..
[Touru mycTeiM, 1O ITpaBAe cKa3arb, noMemeHruem. Ho 3aro Boc-
XUTHTEJBHBIM YIOTOM — Cpa3y ObLIO BHIHO, XO35€Ba TPAKTHpa
OTHOCSITCSI K HEMY C OOJIbITION 3a00TOM.

3akazajim MoecThb, CeJIM MOOIMKEe K OKOIIKY 32 HeOOJBIION
CTOJIUK.

— Hy 4ro, — xpuruio npourctuin ropno Kapu, — eme
HeMHoro, ¥ Mbl Y CeBepHbix ['op! KTo u3 Hac Ha 3TOT pa3 nep-
BbIM ITPOMAET MPOBEPKY HA CMEJIOCTh ?

OTBera He MOC/IENOBaNI0. APTYp MPOU3HEC MPo cedsl, THXO,
elBa IeBesi ryoamu:

— I'naBHbIEe TEpPOU UAYT BIIEPEU. ..

dpeit 1eMOHCTPAaTUBHO 3aKaTHJI I1a3a.

— OnArb 0OH 3a CBOE!

— A? — Apryp onacnuBo odepHysicst. — Tl cbirman?!

— Tsl mOCTOSTHHO 3a0bIBaCIIIb PO MO YYTKUH Th(OUIACKUT
ciyx!

— HHorga MeHs1 TBOM pacoBble XapaKTEPUCTUKU MyTralor,
®pen... — BopwIMBO Npu3HAICa ApTyp.



— Yto tam, ®peit? Uro oH ckazan? — Oyayun B CBOEM Oec-
LIEPEMOHHOM pernepryape, cripocui Kapu.

— V-xy-xyx! OH cka3ai Ta-akoe!..

— He B3aymaii, ®peii! — B3MOIWICS, TOKPAacHEB, ApTyp.

— A Th1 He MHHU ceOs mynioMm 3emiu! To, 4To THI U3 yKcna
['epoes, emié He 3HAYUT, YTO ThI KpyUe Bcex! — MoOeHO 3asIBIIT
dpen, MOKOCUBIINCH HA AKBY.

— Bor oHo kak! Hailero Aprypa onsitb 3aHOCUT, 3HAYUT, —
10-100pOMY PaCcCMEsIBIIINCH, OTMETHIT THOM.

— Hy ®pen! — nporaHyn HaTs:KHO ApPTyp, HACYIUBIIKCH.
— Boo0r11ie-To s He IBITal0Ch MOCTaBUTL ceOs BhIie Bac! Jlemo-
HBI eli€ MOryT BepHyTbcsl! U 51 TOTOBITIOCH, UTOOBI MX JOCTOMHO
BcTpetuth! YUTo, ecii UMEHHO OT MeHsI 3aBUCHUT cyabOa Dtepa?

— Xal! Jla to1 He MeHbIIe, yeM B Cemépky Bemnkux ['epoes
Metulb! A 'y TeOs ryba He aypa, — NoAMUTHYT eMy Kapwu.

dpeit AeMOHCTPATUBHO PACCMESIICS, OTYEr0 APTYp HACyUJI-
c4 ere OOJIbIIIE.

— Apryp, — Kapu nocepb€3zHe.

— Jla?

— TMocnymaii... Xoporro, 4to y Teds ecTb Oonblme amou-
1. OHY MOMOTAIOT TeOe PACTH M BHIXOJUTH 32 TPEJIENbl CBOMX
BOo3MOXxHOCcTel. Ho B DTtepe momumo Tedst ecth eme MHoro [e-
pOEB — 1ecATKM U 1axe coTHu! He nbITaiics BCE B3BaIUTh Ha ce-
6s1. Korjga amOunmm pa3BuBaioT B Te0e ropbIHIO, €€ CTAHOBUTCS
HEBO3MOXHO KOHTPOJIUPOBATh. .. M TOra 31a ropablHs yHUUTO-
JKaeT BCE BOKpYT cebs1. Bee cBs3M ¢ ceMbE, Apy3bsiMH, TOBAPHU-



mamu. .. OHa CTAaHOBUTCS MPUYMHOM, TIO KOTOPOU YeJIoBeK Oe3
YI'PBI3EHUM COBECTH COBEPIIAET CTPAILHBIE TPECTYILIEHUs, Ap-
TYp.

— Ho s — T'epoit! Pa3ee moxer ['epoii crathb 3noneem?!, —
BCIIBUIAJI BAPYT APTYp.

— XM... — 3aaymaicsa Kapu. — 3Haems, Apryp... A no-
Benao Tede onHy ucroprio. Korga BoiiHa ¢ neMoHamu TOJBKO
Havyasiach, Mbl eme He OblIM 3HakoMbl ¢ Ppeem. Hamn rHomwii
KJIaH BBICTYIIWJI OHUM W3 TIEPBBIX, YTOOBI JepKaTh OOOpPOHY,
¥ HaM Jjake yAaJoch OCBOOOAUTH HECKOJIBKO JepeBEHb M TOpo-
JIOB TIPEXJE, YEM Mbl CTOJIKHYJIUCh C HACTOSIIIIMM HAaTUCKOM OC-
HOBHOU apmuu Bnaapiku [IemonoB. [ToatoMy 0cBOOOXIEHHBIE
TeppUTOPUU ObLIM TOJ, HAIMM KOHTposieM. CepbE3HOU OXpaHbl
HoCeJIeHN He ObUTO, a XKUTeJel B OTAAIEHHBIX CENaX OCTaNOCh
HEMHOTO — OCHOBHas1 Macca JJu0o Oexa’a Ha or, IMOO BCTYIH-
Jla B HallM psAfsl. Y B 3TOT caMblid MOMEHT CTaJld IIPOUCXOJUTD
MAaCCOBBIE MCUE3HOBEHMU S JIIO/IEN, KOTOPblE HECMOTPSI HA HA YTO
PELIIM OCTAaThCSl M IPOIOJIKATh KUTh B CBOMX JIOMaXx.

— Yr0 ke TaM npOon301LI0? — 3aUHTEPECOBAICA APTYP.

— Ham orpsa HanpaBuiaM pacciiefioBaTb WHUUAEHTHI, MO-
CKOJIbKY C KaXJI0i HeJlesiell MOCETKOB-IPU3PAKOB CTAHOBUIIOCh
BcE Oonble... — mpopomkan Kapu. — Msl 1ymanu, 9to 31O
KaKOW-TO MapTU3aHCKUM IEMOHUYECKui oTpsia. Ho oueHb cko-
PO MbI TIOHSUTH, YTO OIMOAIHCE. .. MBI HAIIUTM MHOTHUE Teja TeX,
KTO ucue3. Bripodem. .. EfBa i1 3TO MOKHO Ha3BaTh TeaMu. S
HE XO4y OIJlalarh BCE T€ 3BEPCTBA, KOTOPbIE YUYMHWI HENPUSI-



TeJb, HO 3TO OBUIO YYJOBWIIHO... TOT, KTO 3TO COBEpIIWI, HE
MMeJT HUKAKuX MpUHLIUIOB. OH He MaIn HU KEeHIUH, HU CTa-
PHUKOB. .. HU JaXe JeTeH.

— Kakoi1 yxac! — co cie3amu Ha I1a3ax 3aKpbuia poT pyKa-
MU AKBa.

— ...Ilo xapakTepy 9TUX MaCCOBBIX YOUICTB MBI OBICTPO TIO-
HSUTH, YTO 3TO HE JEMOHbBI, — XMYPO MPOIOIKaT THOM. — ITO
OBLJIO JIEJIO PYK BCETro OJJHOTO YeJloBeKa. . .

— He moxert 6biTh! — 0OoMen Aptyp.

— EnuHCTBEeHHBII HAMU HaWJIEHHBIM BBDKUBIIAHM 3TO IOJ-
TBEPAWI, — KHUBHYJ THOM. — MBI HE CMOIJIM ONpPEeAeUTh HU
BHEIIIHOCTb, HU M3 3TOro yenoBeka. OgHako. .. Mcnonb3oBaH-
HBIE M CITIOCOOHOCTH YKa3bIBaJIM Ha TO, YTO OH MOT ObITh ['epo-
eM.

— 9T0 HEBO3MOXHO! — Bcnbuiil Aptyp. — Kak I'epoit Mo-
KeT coBepuTh nogoonoe?! U... 3auem emy 3107?!

['HOM moXxau nieyamu.

— [lotomy 4TO 3TO UyJOBHUIIHOE 3/I0[ESHUE MPUHOCUIIO MY
YAOBOJIbCTBUE, — CKa3ajl OH. — Bugumb o, Aptyp... Cyie-
CTBYET MHOXECTBO [ €poeB, KOTOpbIE B IEMICTBUTEILHOCTY SIBJISI-
I0TCS1 CAMBIMU HACTOSIIUMM 3JI0I€SIMU. DTOT YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTrO
Ha3BasM KpoBortyckaTenem, HECMOTpsI Ha TO, UTO, CKOpee BCEro,
OuICs ¢ IEeMOHAMU BMECTe CO BCEMU HaMU, BCETO JIUIIIb UCTIONb-
30BaJ1 CBOE MOJIOKEeHUE /1J1s1 Oe3HaKa3aHHOro YOUICTBA HU B YEM
HEIMOBUHHBIX JIIOIEH.

— S B 31O He Bepio! — 3asBUIT APTYP U, TOJKAB I'yObl, OTBEP-



HyJcs ot apyseil. OH OypkHy1: — Takue KUBOTHbIE HE MOTYT
obITh ['eposimu! D10 MPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO. ['epor — 3TO TONBKO
YUCTbIE cepleM, OnaropoaHbie poiiapu! O0 3ToM Bee JiereH il
roBOPSIT!

— K coxanenuio, s1 He MOTy pa3BesiTb TBOM COMHEHMSI. .. —
paszsén pykamu Kapu. — 1o cux nop Tak v He BBISICHEHO, CyIIe-
CTBOBaJI J1 BooO1e 3TOT KpoBomyckaress. ..

— Pa3Be ero He noiiMaiu? — cO CTpaxoM crpocuia AKBa.

— Her, — mpauno orBetun Kapu. — Korga mMbl NOHSIIH, UTO
32 9TUM CTOUT BECbMA BBICOKOYPOBHEBBIM 3J10[IEU, U Y HAC TIOSIBU-
Jlach €AVHCTBEHHAS 3allenKka, KoTopas MOIJIa IOMOYb B €r0 I0-
WCKaxX, Mbl Ilepejaiy jena yxe copmupoanHon I'Bapauu Cra.
Hackobko MHE U3BECTHO, 9Ta OpraHU3alusl B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Ha-
npaBuia HeCKOJIbKO ['epoeB, uToOkl monMark ero... VI oHu He
BEPHYJIUCh C [IOMCKOB.

— Kakoit kommap. .. — nposeneraia AKBa.

— Bo3mo:xHO, KpoBomyckaress 10 CUX IOP KUB U HAXOAUTCS
Ha cBoOore. Ho Hukakue mpectyruieHns: B Tepe ¢ TeX nop 00Ib-
111e He IOBTOPSUIM Y:Kacaloluid movyepk ero youicrs. Kro 3Haer,
rae oH cenvac? — c 3TumMu ciioBamu Kapu Tsixesno B310XHYII.

— Tak He AOIKHO OBITh... — CKaB 3yObl, IPOLIEAUT APTYD.
— DTOro MaHbsIKa JOJUKHBI OblM ToniMaTh! Bece koponeBcTBa
Stepa I0KHBI ObUIM MPOBECTH pacciieioBaHue!

— Bpewms 6bu10 gpyroe, Aptyp. Bee Obutn 3aHATH BoliHol ¢
JlemMoHaMu, a TOTOMY HUKTO He NP 3TOMY OOJIBIIIOro 3HaUe-
Hus. [IpecTyrnienns Toraa TOHy/IM B BOJTHAX )KECTOKOCTH B CMEP-



Teid, 3aXBaTUBILIUX CEBEP DTEpa.

— U BcE paBHO, Henb3st ObUTO crycKath 3ol Mep3octu! Io-
ciie okoHuaHusi BoWHBI, ['Bapnusa Cra gomkHa Oblla BO30OHO-
BUTh pacclieloBaHUe U OTIpaBUTh 3TOro Kpopomyckaresns non
Cy[l, 4TOObl OH THWJI B TIOpPbME JI0 OKOHYAHUsI CBOUX AHEn! —
BBINAJIWI B cepanax ['epon.

— B Tioppme? — noniepxnyscst ®peit. — JJ0mKHO ObITh, Th
HIyTUIIb. .. Takux yOuiil Hy)HO yOuBaTh Ha MecTe!

— Opeii... — axHy/1a AkBa. — Henb3s yousars mogeii! Ta-
KO€ IPECTYIUIEHUE MOT COBEPILIUTh TOJbKO HEHOPMAJIbHBII Ye-
JIOBEK, €My HYy’KHa IIOMOIIIb, €r0 Hy>KHO JIEYUTh!

— BepHo, AkBa, — KuBHY1 ApTyp. — Ppeid, 9To ¢ TOOOM ?
Mb1 HuKOrIa He youBasim HU wieHOB OpaeHa YepHOKHVKHU-
ka OdpeitHa, HU Pa30OWHUKOB, HU APYTUX JIIOAEH, BCTABIIUX HA
CKOJIb3KMU ITyTh!

— Pazpensaii rpaduteeii u yomonkoB, ApTyp! — Orpbi3HYJI-
cs1 peit. — Takue moau, kak 3toT KpoBonyckaresb, He UMEIOT
IIpaBa Ha KW3Hb!

— Bce umeroT npaBo Ha xku3Hb, Ppent! — nmapuposan Aptyp.

— To1 yBepen? — ycmexnyJicst ®peir. — Torna, MOXeT, 10-
KaXelIb 3T0 OONMBIMMHCTBY rocynapctB dtepa? [louemy HbiHE,
nocie Bonnsl ¢ [lemonamu, B tepe BCE €ME NPOMCXOIAT BOWHBI
Y TIPAKTUKYETCS] CMEepPTHasI Ka3Hb?

— Tbl He oHMMaelb, Ppeil. ITo coBceM JApyrue Benm! —
ynopctBoBail ['epoit. — 1 roBopio 0 camocyie Hajl YeJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBHI HE B CHJIax ceOs KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, KOTOPOMY HYKHA



cepbE3Has omorns! YenoBeueckas KU3Hb — 3TO camasi OOJIb-
11asi LEHHOCTh B MUpE, U €€ HaJI0 3aIliIIaTh!

— Her, Apryp! — Benbum 3nb¢. — Eciu Thl B CBOEU KU3-
HU OyJellb PyKOBOJICTBOBATHLCS TaKOU (pusiocodpuet, Thl oTepsi-
ellIb BCE, YTo y TeOst ecTh! DTO U3 BHICOKMX KAOMHETOB TBOM CJIO-
Ba MPO3BYYAT JIOCTOMHO U YOequTeabHO! A MBI )KUBEM B pealib-
HOCTH, a HE B HAITMCAHHOU KHMKKE, IJle OJJHOMY TOJIbKO aBTOPY
MOJBJIACTHO, YTO MPOU3OUIET, U B Kakoil MoMeHT! UM B Haien
PEAIbHOCTU €CTh UY/IOBUILA, KOTOPBIE HE 3aCITYKUBAIOT KUTh!

— He Hecn uymb! 910 «4ynoBuine» — BCETO JIMIIb HECYACT-
HBIII YeJIOBEeK, KOTopoMy TpeOyeTcsi jiedeHue! — MpomomKat
Aptyp. — W Mbl He 3HaeM, cyliecTBOBa Jin Boooie Takoi Kpo-
BOITyCKaTeJIb WU HeT!

— A TBI AyMaelib, YTO TaKOE YYJOBUIIE, KaK OH, HE MOXET
cymectBoBarb?! Kapu, ckaxu emy! — B pasrape criopa, nornpo-
CWJI THOMA 3J1b.

— B cBoell kuU3HU S TMYHO OBUT 3HAKOM TOJBKO C OJHUM
YyJOBUILEM. .. — XMypo nporoBopui Kapu. — Mebl Busenuch
JIMIIb OJHAX[IBI, TO3TOMY JlaXke He MOMHIO €ro JiuIa... 3aro s
XOpOIIO MOMHIO ero uMms... OH Obul ogHuM w3 ['Bapauu Cra
U CTPACTHO *ka/1ajl MOCKOpPEe BO3BBICUTHLCS B JIOJKHOCTH, Ha-
Opath BBICOKHMI yPOBEHb. .. B 6010 OH 1IeMOHCTpHpPOBAT OPA3H-
TeJIbHYI0 XpaObpoCcTh, MAcTepCTBO U anbTpyu3M. OH ObUT XOpO-
UM APYTOM U HAJEKHOM 3aIUTON ISl CBOMX OOEBBIX TOBAPH-
mer. Ho yem Oosbliie OH modexaaa JeMOHOB, TEM MEHBIIIE Ye-
JIOBEKA OCTaBAJIOCh B HEM CaMOM.



TaBepHa, Ka3aa0Ch, COBEPLICHHO 3aMOJIKJIA U 1aXKe YIUUHbIE
3BYKM HE JOCATAIM YUIeW NPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX. THUIIMHA CTAHOBU-
JIaCh MOYTHU OCSI3a€MOM B T€ MOMEHTBHI, KOIJJa THOM 3aMOJIKaJI.

— B HeckoHYaeMbIX CpaKeHUsX ThMa IPOHMKJIA B HETO ca-
Moro. OH cTaHOBWJICA BCE€ OoJiee MOIJIBIM, aTYHBIM, THEBHBIM,
JKaJHbIM — JJaXke MO0 OTHOILIEHUIO K CBOMM ToBapuuiam. .. [Toka
OT HEro He OTBEPHYJIUCh BCE, TaXke caMble OJTM3KHUE PY3bsl.

— W uT0 )e nponsoino? — cnpocus HeTepnesuBo ApTyp.

— OH cTtaJ IeMOHOM.

— Yr10?! — XOpOM BCKOYMJIM C MeCT ApTyp U AKBa.

— Heyxenu takoe BO3MOKHO? — MOMHTEPECOBAICS y HEro
Dpeii.

— TpyaHo ckazaTh, — 3aayMuuBO Iporosopuii Kapu. — Ity
VCTOPHIO {1 3HAIO MO CKa3aHUSM, CIOKUBIIUMCS B HallleW KYJIb-
Type. A B HallleM THOMbEM $I3bIKe CJIOBA 00J1a1al0T OOoJIbIIeld 00-
pazHocThio. CJI0Ba «JIEMOH» U «3JI0» — 3TO OJIHO U TO XK€, I0-
TOMY COBCEM He 00sI3aTeIbHO, YTOOBI TOT YEJIOBEK CTaJ AeMO-
HOM B IIPSIMOM CMBICJIE CJIOBa — CKOPEE BCETO, IMTPOCTO NEPEIIEN
Ha UX CTOPOHY.

— Ho Beap KOHTAaKTa ¢ JEMOHAMM MEPEXUTh MPAKTUYECKU
HEBO3MOXHO, — 3aMeTH1 ApTyp. — bosblag yacte JeMOHOB
TOBOPUT Ha COOCTBEHHOM SI3bIKE, U HU MBI UX HE TOHUMAeM,
HU OHU Hac. A Bpriciime JIeMOHBI 00OJBINAIT WK aXe yOrBa-
10T CBOMMHU pas3roBopaMu. K Tomy ke, OHU CTOJIb MPEUCIIONHE-
HBI 37100014, YTO HA MUPHBIE TIEPETOBOPHI Jake He UayT. [1oaTo-
MY OYeHb COMHHUTEIBHO, YTOOBI CMEPTHBIN YEJIOBEK MOT yOeIUTh



JEMOHOB CTaTh UX COIO3HUKOM.

— Bugumo, eMy 310 BCE ke yaanoch, — XMYpPO IPOrOBOPUII
Kapu. — Ilpuuém, Tak, 4TO OH Jake BO3IJIaBUJI HEKOTOPBIX ajI-
CKHUX TBapel B 000 3a KpernocTb Aparor.

— Ta cama BbpUIa3Ka I€EMOHOB B LIEHTp D1epa? — COpOCUI
ero ®pen.

— Aparor... 910 Bellb COBCEM PsiIOM C KOposieBcTBOM BoH-
TH, — [JIsIHYJIa AKBa YKPaJKOU Ha Harpsrierocst Aprypa.

— KoponesctBa BoHTH ToOra emé€ ve 0pu1o, — otBeTrl Ka-
pu. — V1 BoHTH, 1 AparoT, 1 emg Lesbli psl 3eMeIb BXOAWIU B
COCTaB HE pacnaBIlErocsi Ha ToT MOMeHT ofgHoro u3 Cemu Benu-
kux KoponeBcts... I Aparot ciyxui TeiioBbIM 1TadoMm ['Bap-
muu Cra.

— BpIXOmUT... DTOT 4YEIOBEK OPraHU30Bajl HalaJeHUEe Ha
CBOMX TOBAapUIIE? — MpavyHO MPOroBOpUsl ApTyp.

— Ja, — xmypo kuBHyJ Kapu.

— Yomoaok. .. — 6pe3rmBo nomopiuics ['epoil.

— ...Ho araka 6puta ot6pomena cuamu ['epoeB, a 3ToT de-
JIOBEK ObLI YOUT.

— JlocTOMHBIN KOHEl AJi TaKoro Ipejarenis, — KHUBHYJ
dpeii.

— ®pen! Kak TbI MOXEIIb TaK FOBOPUTH... — HUCITYyTaHHO
nponeneraia AkBa. — OH Bellb TOXe 4esioBeK... Hemb3sa you-

BaTh Jroei !
— W Bce xe... He noiimy. OH nepemeTHy/ICs K J€MOHam
JIMIIb U3-3a TOrO, YTO XOTEN CTaTh CUJIbHEE? — 3aCOMHEBAJICS



Aptyp.

— Buauie ... — Havan Kapu. — B Haiem mMupe TOJIbKO
JIEMOHBI U, CKaXeM, HEXKUTh MOXET ObITh MPU3HAHA UCTUHHBIM
3JI0M. A YTO KacaeTcs Apyrux joaei. .. OHu Be/ib He POk JAI0TCS
3JIbIMU, BEpHO?

— Bce poxpaiorcst 1oOpeIMU! — yBEpEeHHO 3asBIIa AKBA.

— Ia, sto Tak, — kuBHYyJ Kapu. — Ho HekoTopble oM. . .
B norone 3a crpactsmu opoil Jaxxe He 3aMeyaroT, Kak OHU CTa-
HOBSITCA 3710M. Takue JIIoau Bceraa HalayT OnpaBJaHie CBOUM
nerictBusiM. Basath, ckaxkeM, pazooriHukoB uim Opnen YepHo-
kHWKHUKA OgeiHa. . .

— Yk He xouellb JIM Thl CKa3aTh, YTO OHU — BOBCE HE 37107!
— BCKOYMJI C MecTa ApTyp.

— Pa300oiHMKY CeTyI0T Ha TPYJHYIO KU3Hb, ¥ YTBEPXKIAIOT,
YTO TAKUMHU UX CIENATN OOCTOSITENLCTBA. Y HUX Be/lb TOXKE €CTh
MOpaJib, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHM AenatoT. [laxe y mpecTynHoro
MHpa €CTb CBOM 3aKOHBI Y MPaBUJIa, KOTOPbIE HEJb3s1 HAPYLLIATh.

— Ho kak *e 3T1 NpuxXBOCTHU YePHOKHUKHUKA? — MOMOp-
upics @pen.

— YepHokHmkHUK OeiH Toke, Kak U ero HblHE MOBEpKEeH-
HbIE YUEHUKH, He ObUT M3HAYAIILHO 30I1. .. — MPOTOBOPHII THOM.
— D710 OBLIA, €CIIM BEPHUTh paccKazaM, rpyrmna yIEHbIX-HUccie-
JIOBaTesiel, KOTOpbIe HACTOJIBKO YITTYOUTUCH B M3yUeHHE TEMHBIX
3HaHUM, YTO NIEPECTaIN BOCIPUHMUMATD UX Kak 3J10. ..

— 3Ha4uT, Thl XOUEIIIb CKA3aTh, YTO MOHATHS OOPA U 371a UH-
JVIBUTYJTbHBI JIJIS1 KQXKJJOTO U3 KYJIBTYP, HAPOJIOB U KAKUX-TTHOO



JPYTUX COLUMAJBbHBIX IPYII? — YTOYHUI APTYp.

— A TBI gyMaenib, 4yTo HeT? — yauBuics Kapu. — Basrs na-
e Hallly KoMaHay. Heyxenu Mex iy HamMu HeT HU OJIHOTO CIIOp-
HOTO BOIPOCA, B KOTOPOM Y KaX/JIOrO U3 HAC CBOE MHEHUE, YTO
CIpaBeIMBO, a YTO HET?

®pen u ApTyp NEpersaHyIUCh U CTHIJIMBO NIOHYPUIIA TOJIO-
BY.

— HasepHoe, TbI I1paB. .. — IpOroBopu Apryp.

— Tem He MmeHee, pa3Hble TPaAMIMM, ONBIT U IOHUMaHUE
CIPABEIJIMBOCTA HE MEIIAT HaM MYTEIIeCTBOBAaTh BMECTE U
OBbITh py3bsiMU! — BO3pasuia AKBa.

— W 11 npaBa, AkBa, — ycmexHyscs Kapu, HO cpasy ke 1o-
cepbe3Hesl. — Jleso B TOM, 4TO pPeKo KOrja MOXHO HaWTH 4e-
JIOBEKA, KOTOPbIM HAMEPEHHO CJIEAYET IO MyTH 371a. MHOKECTBO
€CTb JIIOJeU, Yel MUP TPAaBMUPOBAH, U MHOXKECTBO JIIOJEH, y-
MAIOIIKX, YTO OHU JeJaloT J0OPO, B TO BpeMsl, KOT1a TBOPSAT 3J10.
Bo3MOkHO, 1 y 3TOr0 napHsi, KOTOPbIil BCTaJl HA CTOPOHY JIEMO-
HOB, OBLJIO KaKOE-TO OMpaBIaHue.

— Ho... Eciu 310 TaK... Kakum e BHyTpEHHUM MUPOM, Ka-
KOI MOpaJIbIO JIOJKeH 00J1a/laTh YeJIOBEK, KOTOPbIH ClIeyeT 31y
HamMepeHHO? — nouHTepecoBasics Ppei.

— CoMHeBalch, YT0 TaKue JIIOAU BOOOIIE CYIIeCTBYIOT, —
otrBetun1 Kapu. — Ectb, KoHeuHo, 3a0nyamuve aymu... Jloau, y
KOTOPBIX HE BCE B MOPSIJIKE C TOJIOBOM U JIIOAU, KOTOPbIE cOOMa3-
Hs10Tcsl Ha Bbirogy. Ho... CrienoBath 311y UJEMHO, KaK CBOEMY
nyty? Hu ofyH 31paBOMBICIIAIIMN YEIOBEK HE CTAHET 9TUM 3a-



HuMaTthcs. [lo kpaiiHeln Mepe, 51 1ake He MPeJCTaBIIs0, KaKUM
MUPOBO33pPEHUEM JIOJDKEH 00J1a1aTh TAKOW YeJIOBEK.

— Bcé€ paBHoO... { HUKOrga He craHy 3JI0M, U yXK TOYHO HE
niepeMeTHYCh Ha CTOPOHY JeMOHOB! — 0OMAYMBO cKa3an ApTyp
Y OTBEPHYJICSI.

— ApTyp... — NOJIOKUJIA €My PYKY Ha 1ie4o AKBa, OTYEro
TOT B3AporHyn. — Kapu He xoten 1eds oouaersb. OH MpocTo Xo-
TeJ CKa3aTh, YTO MBI TiepexuBaeM 3a Tedst. M mbl Beeraa Oynem
pa0M, 9ToOBI MoyIepkaTh. Heltb3st Ha cebe oqHOM HecTH OpeMs
3a criaceHue Mupa, faxe eciu Tol ['epoit!

— Ma... 5 06 aTom naxe He nyman. Criacu6o, Aksa! I[Ipoctu
MeHs, Kapu.

— DI, a nmepeo MHON U3BUHMIIILCS ?

— Oooripembcest, Ppeii! — cKpUBUI POKY ApPTYD.

— Hy u nagHo! — ®peii HAPOUMCTO TeaTpasbHO C/iesal BU/,
41O OOUIENICA.

Eime Hekotopoe BpeMsi Ipy3bsi 0OCYKIAIN BCAKYIO €pyHIY.
Ho dem nasieiiie OHU 3aTATWBAJIN, TeM OOJIbIIIEe 3aMOJIKAJ U CY-
posen Kapu.

— Jlpy3bs... — B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT HE BbLIEpKal THOM. —
[Ipennaraio nepeiitu k geny. Kakoii y Hac mian?

ApTYyp MoJT4a KMBHYJI, B MUT CTaB CEPbE3HBIM, U, IOCTaB U3
WHBEHTAps KapTy, pa3jioKui ee Ha CToJIe.



— MBbI 31€ch, — TBHIKHYJI OH MaJIbLIEM B CEJIEHUE I0]] Ha3Ba-
HueM Becrpec. — Eme Heckonbko mwib 10 CeepHbix [op, a
IIOTOM, BBIILIE N0 T€YEeHUIO pekr CHUKT, Mbl JOWAEM MPSAMO A0
yienbs. .. Eciu Beputh Kapte, oHO BeseT B JIabupunt Cmepty,
B KOTOPOM M HaxoauTcs ApeBHU apredakT [demonnueckas bes-
nxa. ITyTemecTBue orcioa 3aiiMET OKOJIO TPEX JIHEH, HE MEHBIIIE.

— OmmuHO, — 10BOJIBHO KUBHYN ®Ppeir. — bricTpoe myTe-
mecTBue — ObicTpas cnaa. [oiaém, 3a0epém apredakr, u J10-
craBuM Kopoutio. [Ipolie napeHoii pemnsl.

— He tepsit 6murensHOCTh, — TipepocTeper Kapu. — Ilyctsb



U OCTAJIOCh HAa CBETE HEMHOTO JAPEBHUX MOA3EMENIN, KOTOpPbIE
erre He ObUTH OTKPBITHI U 3aUuIlieHbl Hared [ wibaueit wim Wa-
KBU3MIIMEH, BCE paBHO. Mbl MOXEM HATOJKHYTbCS Ha OYEHb
CWJIBHOT'O Bpara, 1, Cy/is MO BCEMY, TaK U CITyYUTCH.

— Moii med Bceryia rotoB! — ropo 3asBui ApTyp.

Ha Heckonbko MIHOBEHHMH 3a CTOJIOM BOLIAPUJIOCH 3aAyMYH-
BOE MOJTYaHHE.

— Dii, ApTyp... — TPHUKPHIB IVla3a PyKOH, HETOPOILIMBO
npoMosiBuIT Ppeid.

— A?

— V Te0s KO3sIBKa U3 HOCA TOPYHT.

— YTO??? THE!?

ApTyp nocnenHo OTBEPHYJICS OT AKBBI, TIHATEIBHO BBITUPASI
CBOW HOC PYKaMHU.

— Xa-xa! Kynucs, kynmuics! — 3agopHo 3axoxoTtai Ppen,
pa3BeceMBIINCH, KAK MaJIblil peOEHOK.

— HY ®PEU!!! — npoTs:KHO B3BbUT APTYD, TIOHSB, YTO €10
KECTOKO OOMaHYIIH.

Jpy3bsi AOCUEIH B TPAKTHPE 10 CAaMOr0 Beuepa, peluB Ie-
pEHOuYEBaTh U OTIPABUTHCS B CBOE MYTELIECTBUE MO BBITOJIHE-
HUI0O MUCCUM YPE3BbIYATHON BaXKHOCTU CO CBEKUMM CUJIAMU HA
paccaere.

kekesk

Pa3BanuHbl ObIBIIIErO KOTIa-TO CTOPOXKEBOTO MOCTa B OKPECT-
HOCTSIX JiepeBHU BecTpec B 3Ty HOUb ObLIH 3acesieHbl He3BaHBIMU
roctssMu. HukTo He BUAen, KTo 910 ObUT, ¥ OTKyAa. M y) TOUHO,



IIPY BHIHYK/IEHHOU BCTpeyve BPsiJl JIM KTO-TO MOT Obl HA3BaTh Ta-
KHX TOCTEH KeJTAaHHBIMHU.

MyxXuuHa cpelHuX JieT, ¢ HeOPEeKHOW MIETUHOMW, BaJIbsI)KHO
pa3BAJIMJICS HA CTApOW BOTYbEH IIKype, HAlIEHHON B OJJHOM U3
Oosree-MeHee 1IeJbIX IOMEICHUI OBIBIIIEH CTOPOKEeBOM OAIlTHH.

CastbHble YEpHBIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOpBIE OE3yCIIENTHO IBITATach
CKpBITh OaHJaHa, ¥ BEChMa Pe3KMH 3arax Kak Obl HAMEKAaJIH, YTO
UX XO3MH YK€ JaBHO HE MPUHUMAaJI BOAHBIX IIPOLELYP.

JIBe mycThIX OyTBUIKM pOMa HETOAIAIEKY — CJIe/Ibl BUepalHen
MOTIOMKH.

Opyxue Ha nosice, KOTOPOE OH HUKOTAA ¢ ceOs1 He CHUMAJ —
Jaxe Bo Bpems cHa. Criaj B Ofiexk /i€, C KUHKAJIOM B PYKe.

Ha ero mokpeiToe MCHapvHOW JMILIO MaJajiv JIy4d PAHHETO
YTPEHHETO COJIHLIA, BBIIISI/IBIBAIOLIETO U3 MPOPEXU B KAMEHHOM
crere. HecMoTpst Ha cBeT, OH BCE paBHO, MO BUJ1y, OECIIOKOIHO
cran. o Tex mop, moka B ero O0K He MpusieTesl ;KeHCKUH camor.

— IIpockmaiics, otopoc! — cooOMMI HETOBOJIBLHBIN KEH-
ckuii ronoc. — Ilopa...
— Orbeduck, crepa. Mbl UX He YITYCTHMM, — CIHOKOWHBIM

POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM OTBETWJI OH, Ja’K€ HE OTKPBIB I1a3a. byaro u
HE CIlaJl BOBCE.

Kk

ABaHTIOPHUCTBI POCHYJIMCh 3aCBETI0. HakoHEN-To 3Ty HOYb
KOMaH/1a Ipy3€il HoueBajla B 4YeJIOBEUYECKUX YCJIOBUSAX — B CHS-
TBIX KOMHATaX TPAaKTHUpa, a HE B YACTOM IOJIE, 3aKyTaBLINCh B
TUTAIIH Y TIOAJIOKUB IO/ TOJIOBBI COOCTBEHHBIE PIOK3AKH.



[o3zaBTpakanu ropsiueit nuuien. J{BUHYINCh B My Th.

Ho Cesepnbix ['op moOpanuck ObICTpo. A BOT mepernpasa de-
pe3 peKy A0CTaach UM C TPYIOM.

Bona xononHasi, MyTHasi, ¢ SIBHBIM IIPU3HAKOM Pa3JIOKEHHS
Yero-To ;KUBOTO TOJI TOMIIEW BOIBI U Wia. MOCTOB B OKpyre He
OBbLJIO — KOMY X B30pE/IET B TOJIOBY TIEPENPABIISITHCS K 3JI0BE-
umM CeepHbiM ['opam?

Ho y Hammmx repoeB Obl1a MpUYMHA — BaskHAsl MUCCHSI, CIIO-
coOHas ONpeneNuTh Cyap0y dTepa.

Jlopora B BEpXOBbsl pEKM 3aHsUI LiesbI 1eHb. Ha crnemyronmia
JIeHb OHM HACTUIJIM 3aBETHOE YIIEJIbE. . .

Bo3moxHO, BriepBble 3a JOJITHUE CTONETHS] OHU BCTYNWIM HA
9Ty 3eMJII0. YIIebe He3aMETHOE M3JaJIeKa — TO ObUT JIONTH,
HO JJOBOJILHO y3KHI MPOX0/1, 0OPa30BaHHBIA TPEIMHON B TOpaX.

Korna-To 3aech pacnionarascs 1esblid TapHU30H COJIAAT JpeB-
HUX KOpoJyieBcTB. VIMeHHO OTciofa, Kak rOBOPHJI MPUIBOPHBIIA
mar koposns Bepdeiipa, komannoBanu crpaxeir CeBepHbix ['op,
IJIaBHAS 33/1a9a KOTOPHIX ObLTa — HE JJOMYCTUTh IPOHUKHOBEHUS
B [lananp nemoHoOB.

Hauvanu neuxenue.

AKpa MATKO BTOpUJIA:

— He Ooiitecs. 51 HaJIOXKY Ha Bac 3aKJIATUE 3ATUTHL

CTeHKHM ChIPOro yIIEesIbsl, yXOASIIUe BBbICh, HACKOJIBKO XBaTa-
€T B30pa, MaXHYT UJIOM U cTapbiM cTpaxoM. C repBbIMU MIaramMu
y ApTypa COIpOrHYJIUCh HOTY, HO OH CTapaJicsl He MOAaTh BUJA.
HeB0o3MOXHO ke pa304apoBaTh BCEX ITUX CIABHBIX peOAT—OHH



Be/Ib TaK BEPAT, UTO OH JIUJED.

Io npaBne roBops, ApTyp, BBIPOCIIMI Ha 3eMiIe, HE MOT Ce-
0s1 nepenenarh. [lom3emenbsi HABOAWIM HAa HEro MAaHUKY, Jlaxe
HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO OH MPOILIEN UX yke cOTHU. U He B3upas
Ha TOJITIBI IOOEKIEHHBIX BPAaroB, OH TaK M OCTAETCS MyIJIMBbIM
MOJIOABIM 4eJIOBEKOM. [IoTOMy ¥ KpUUYuT rpoMue BCEX, YTO OH
['epoii u xpabpurtcst Ha poBHOM MecTe. [IoToMy YTO OH OTUasTHHO
XOYET CTaTh TAKUM, XOTb U HE SIBJISIETCS TEM, KEM CTPEMUTCS Ce-
01 nokazarb. OH Xo4eT ObITh TEM, HAa KOI'O MOXKHO IMOJIOKUTHCS
B TPyIHYI0 MuHyTy. Hactosimum repoem, a He npocro I'epoem
0 Ha3BaHUIO!

CynopoxHO crioTHyJ1. Tsakeno B3IOXHYJT U BbIIOXHYIL.

OH 00s13aH UATH BIIEpe.

IlepeBens ayx, Apryp marnyn Bnepén. B Hen3BecTHOCTD.

OcrasnbHbIE — 32 HUM CJIEJOM.

— VBuaulIb 4TO-TO MOAO3PUTEHHOE B/IAJIEKE — IPUTHMUCH,
— HacTOpoxeHHO coobmn emy Ppeit. — Ecimm yBuxky omac-
HOCTB — BBICTPEJTIO TIPEK/Ie, YeM OHO JOOepETCs 10 HaC.

ApTyp MOSTYa KUBHYIL.

HecmoTpst Ha «IOIKOIBI», 3TU ABOE — YK€ AABHO CJIaKEHHAs
0oeBasi KOMaH/1a, BHITIOTHSIBINAS OIPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO 3a/1a4,
CBSI3aHHBIX C PUCKOM 11 KU3HUA. OHU 3HAIU, 4TO AeJarh. B jo-
00i1 cuTyaluu.

Vinenbe To pacipsiioch Tak, YTO MOKHO ObLIIO Obl B HEM pac-
MOJIOKUTh BCIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO I'Bapauio Bepdeiipa, To cyxanoch
HACTOJIbKO, YTO MPUXOIUIOCh BHOBb MATHU IO OJHOMY, IlIar 3a



1aroM NPOTUCKUBASICh CKBO3b Y3KYI0 HEPOBHYIO TPELIUHY B I0O-
pax.

Onu ocranaBiMBaloTcs nepes paspeiBoM. Ha Heckosibko MeT-
POB BIIEpEN JOpora 3aKaHYMBaJIach IMpoMacTeio. B aTOM miioxo
OCBEIIAEMOM MECTE HE BUIHO OBUIO Jake JHA Oe30HBI — TOJIBKO
TEMHOTY BbUIABJIMBAJ J1ake b(puiickui ra3 dpes.

Permenue mpoGiemMbl ObLIO MPSIMO TIepe] I71a3aMu — OT Kpast
70 Kpasi ObLJIO CBaJIeHO cTapoe OpeBHO, 00pa3ysi MOCT.

dpeit HeJOBEPUMBO TOJKHYJI OPEBHO HOTOM.

— Kak-To... He oueHb 51 Bepio B 3TOT COCOO MepeIBIKEHUSI.
ApTYyp, €CTb APYroy MyTh?

— Ecnu TONBKO MONETOM. .. — Ppa3BEN TOT PyKaMHu.

— Vx... —3agymancs ®peit, Tapamack B 6e3/1HY U He pela-
SICh CTYIIUTh Ha «MOCTUK». — Bot ogHa u3 Cemu Benukux ['e-
poeB Mpta cMmorsia Obl iepesieTeTh 3a CUET CBOMX KPbLIbEB. YHU-
KasbHas nbguiika! Tombko OHa Moria cpaxaTbes B HeOe ¢ Jipa-
KOHaMHM M IEMOHAMU Ha paBHbIX... Kapu!

— Yro?

— A npunsopHbld mar Bepderipa MopTaMm, KOTOpBIN ITpe-
JIOKWJI HaM 3TO 3aj1anue. .. OH Beib TBOM JAPYT...?7

— He napyr. 3nakomsbiii. [Io Toro, kKak s BCTpeTun 1edst Ha
NOJISIX CPAKEHUM C JEMOHAMH, 51 [IOMOTajl EMy CO3/1aBaTh 3€JIbs,
YTOOBI IPOTUBOCTOSATH UyMe U APYTUM JEMOHUYECKHUM 3apa3aM.
OH Toraa He ObUT MPUABOPHBIM Marom Bepdeiipa — oH, Kak u
MBI, OBUT aBAaHTIOPUCTOM, HO B 005X He y4acTBoBal1. Ero ocHOB-
HOW KJIACC — QJIXMMUK, [TIO3TOMY OH 3HAET TOJIK B IPEBHUX Ma-



HYCKPUITAaX, OOJIbIIIasi YacTh KOTOPBIX, K CJIOBY, JIO CHX TIOpP HE
pacimdpoBaHa. A ToueMy Thl BOOOIIIE CIIpalivBaeib?

— Emy MOxHO 10BepsTh? — cripocui Ppeit, IpoIycTUB MO-
Hosor Kapu Mumo yien.

— Yro 3a B310p ThI HecElIb?! — Bo3MyTWICA Kapu.

— Buaume m... — X0MogHbIM rosiocom Havan ®dpeu. —
37ech B yIlenbe He pacTyT JepeBbsi. bpeBHO ObLIO rae-To cpyo-
JICHO M YCTAQHOBJIEHO HEJaBHO — 3TO BUAHO HEBOOPYKEHHBIM
B30Is110M. OHO HE MOTJIO «CaMO» 3/1€Ch MOSIBUTHCS. 3HAUUT, 110
HEMY Y€ KTO-TO HEAABHO MPOXOAUJI... MOpPTAM, C TBOUX CJIOB,
CKazaJ, 4yTo HU Mpo apredakt, HU npo Jlabupunt Cmeptu eme
HUKOMY HE U3BECTHO. TakK Kak Toraa 310 BCE IOHUMATh?

Bamianpt AkBbI M ApTypa HEIOYMEHHO YCTaBUIUCh Ha Kapu.

— He noiimy, o0 uém TbI TONKYeIb, Ppeit, — He ToBejist Opo-
BbI0, nojasicsa Bnepen Kapu. — He xouems — He uau. Ecim 3a
BOCEMBb JIET Thl TAK Y HE HAYYWJICSI MHE I0OBEPATh — MHE! — TO Kak
ThI XOUelllb, YTOOBI 51 OTBETHJI Ha TBOW BOMpPOC?

— YecrHO, — ckazan Ppen, miAad eMy B [Ja3a.

— 4. Huuero. He. 3naro.

Kapu nporiein 31v cioBa CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl U CTYIIHIT
Ha OpeBHO.

— Kapu! — AkBa nopanace Brepén.

— OcropoxHee! Tbl cBaIMIIbCSA ! — MONBITAICA NPUAEPKATH
ero Apryp.

— Hla xBaTuT Bam! Bonmpockl nepeBUkKEHUs B TTOA3EMENbIX
Jydre nepenaiite rHomy! A To1, @peit, ecu y Te0s1 €CTb BO MHE



COMHEHWUS, CTyNai Ha3a/l. Sl TocTaHy 3TOT YEPTOB apTeaAKT caM,
6e3 Bareit momoru!

®peii TAKETO B3JOXHYIL

— BoT 3a 4TO 5 HE TEPIUII0 THOMOB... — BIPBHITHYJ OH Ha
OopeBHO. — Tak 3710 32 ux... HemomepHoe... Yrpsmcrso!

— ®peii! — 3abecrokonnach AKBa.

— HaBaitte 3a HamMu, 10 ofHOMY! BpeBHO Kpenkoe, Bbliep-
KUT!

dpeit TOBKO, MOYTU C U3AEBKOW, XBaTaeT 3a Ie4o AKpy, U
onu ¢ Kapu, momorasi apyr npyry, nepemaruBaior o Mmoyrnpo-
THUBIIIEMY OpECBHY.

— OmnacHo, — rooput Kapu.

— Hwuyero crpaiHoro, s crpaxyto, — yJbI0asich BO BCe TPU/-
narth aBa 3yoa, orBetuwst ®peit. — Apryp! Hy 1ol e Tam? Ko-
JIEHKU TpsCYTCs?

— Huuero He TpscyTcsi! — TyT ke Bckunena Aptyp.

A Tem BpemeHeM, OH MeuTuII. .. Tpoiika py3elt yxe Obuia Ha
TOW CTOPOHE.

— Apryp, y TeOs1 MOTyuuTcsi! — Jy4e3apHoO yabI0asich, Mo-
Maxaja emy AKBa.

«Yeépr! Ona xe cMOTpUT!» — MPOHECIOCHh Y HETO B T'OJIOBE.
OH, HaKOHeII, PEIIJICs, 3aKMYPUJI I71a3a, U. .. CTYIWI Ha OpeB-
HO.

JlepeBo nop canoraMu U3AaJ10 NpeaaTesibckui Tpeck. Cepaue
3a0MJIOCh OBICTpee, HO OH He MO3BOJIMJ ce0e OCTAHOBUTHCS —
BIIEPEU KA APY3bsi, 033U — JIUIIb ThMA U MPOMO3IJIBINA



xonon yiienbs. Crtapasch He CMOTPETh BHU3 M HE TyMaTth O Oe3-
JIHE IOl HOTaMH, OH OCTOPOKHO JABUHYJICS CJIEAOM 32 OCTaJIbHBI-
MHU.

Ha cepeanne MocTHKa HEOXKUJAHHO HAJIETEJ TOTOK JIEASIHOTO
BETpa, M1 POBHOBecHE ApTypa NowmarHyJIocb. OH CKOJIb3HYJI MO-
JIOLIBOM 10 MOKPOMY JIEPEBY, HEYKJIIOKE PACKUHYJI PYKH, IbITA-
sICh BOCCTAHOBUTh PaBHOBECHE — U CJIelyIolllee MTHOBEHUE, Ka-
KETCS, UIUIIOCh LIETYI0 BEUHOCTb.

— Apryp! — 3akpuuana Aksa.

OH netut BHU3. YyBCTBO MaJCHUS BBIPHIBAET U3 IPYAU KPUK.
ApTyp eaBa ycrieBaeT UCHyrarbCsl MO-HACTOSIILEMY, KaK BIPYT
YbsI-TO KPEIKas pyKa XBaTaeT ero 3arscrbe. 910 Ppei, MoacKo-
YKB 1 YIIaB Ha KOJICHU Ha OpeBHe, JIOBKO moimMai ero. Kapu, To-
K€ PBAHYBIIMICS BIEPE] MHTYUTUBHO, BLIENWICA B nosic Ppes,
yAepkHBasi TOro0 OT NMaAeHUs Beieq 3a auaepoM. JIumb crpas-
HBIM 00pa30M Clia’keHHas 1IeMovKa pyK CMOIJia yaepkarh ApTy-
pa B BO3/yXe.

— VX, Tsok€nbiii ThI, ['epoil, — CKBO3b 3yObl BbIIbIXaeT Ppeid.
— Jlepxuch kperye!

[IpomenbkHya MaHUKA, HO APTYp CKaj JIaJ0OHb HACTOJIBKO
KpEerKo, 4To pyka mobenena. Opeit, ckpurst 3y0aMu, MOATSHYI
ero nossie, 1 Kapu, nogHaTyXKMBIIKACE, TIOMOr APTYpy MOJ-
HATHCSI 0OpaTHO Ha MOCT.

Ha HecKobKo CEeKyH/ BCE CTOST, TSKEJIO JIbIIA, HE BbIIEPKU-
Bas B3MIAAA Apyr Ha Apyra. Hakonen, ApTyp BbITaIWI:

— Cnacwu6o. .. Cnacu6o BaM. ..  Obl. ..



dpeii yXMBUTBHYJICS, CTOSI HA PACCOXINIEMCSI Kpaio OpeBHa:

— B cnienytommii pa3 He 3a0ynb cka3ath — «Botock»! Yect-
HOCTb MHOTI/IA CIIacaeT KU3Hb.

— Jla g He... — XOTeJ BO3pa3uTh ApTyp, HO MaxHYJ1 PyKOH.
['ostoBa BCE e111€ Kpykuaach Mocie najieHusl.

Kapu koco misiHys Ha HEero, o-CBOemMy Mo-I100pOMY PHIKHYIL:

— Nném! Apredakt Hac KIaTh HE CTAHET.

AxBa B3JJ0XHYJIa ¢ 00JeryeHreM, MPUKOCHYNACh K 1ieuy Ap-
Typa:

— Bce€ xopolo, uaeM Aaiibllie, Mbl PAIOM.

YetBepka, eme Oosee CIUIOUEHHAS STUM UCTIBITAHUEM, IBU-
HYJIaCh JJAJIbIII€ CKBO3b BJIA)KHBIA CyMpPaK YIIEJIbsl.

TyMaH BUXPUIICS Y UX HOT, [JIe-TO JAJIEKO MO03a11 CIbIIIAJICS
IJTyXOM POKOT MaJAIoIIer BO/IbI, BIEPEIH K€ BHOBb MpErpaxjaa-
JI1 MyTh cepble cKajbl. Tenepb ApTyp IIEN, cTapasich He MOKa-
3aTh, KaK APOaT y HEro KOJIEHU, HO BHYTPU YyBCTBOBAJl: HUKA-
KO CTpax He MOXET CPABHUTHCS C IOBEPUEM K APY3bsiM. XOTb U
HEHAJI0JIT0, IyBCTBO OOJIErYeHr sl THE3JMIIOCh BHYTPH HETO BMe-
CTe C MPOAOJIKAIOIIEICS] TPEBOTrO1.

Bckope myTh 3a MOBOpPOTOM CTajl pacmupATbesa. KamHM
MO/1 HOTAaMU CMEHSUIUCh TIOMYUCTJIEBIIMMU CTYTIEHSIMU JIPEBHEN
JIECTHHULIBI, U BO3AYX HAMOJHWICA 3alaxoM Tieomux Tpas. To
TYT, TO TaM IO CTEHaM MepPIIAJIA OTTOJIOCKH ObLJION Maruu. [ ie-To
BIIEPEIN HAUMHAJICS CyMPaK CTApOro XpaHWIMIIA TapHU30HA. ..
Hauunnancs cnyck B Jlabupunt Cvepru.

Ho Teneps ApTyp ObLT yBEpEeH — BMECTE OHU CITPABSATCS.



— T'oToBbI? — cnipocuit oH y Beex. — Torga ciyckaemcsl.

Kanu cryctuiicsi nepBbIM, Kak U TOJOXKEHO «TaHKY» OTpsia.
Aptyp u ®pen — ciefom. AkBa 1uIa 3amblkaome. OHa HaKkoI-
JI0BaJIa BOJMIIEOHBIN CBETSIIMICS IIap, KOTOPBIM COMPOBOXIA
MYTHUKOB, OCBEILAsl MOJ3EMEIbE.

Korma xopunop pacmmpuiicsi, ApTyp coOpascsi BHIATH BIie-
pén, 6pocuB Ppero KOPOTKOe Mol !», Ho Ppeil ero npuocTa-
HOBWJI, CXBaTUB 3a JIOKOTb.

— He narneit, I'epoiti. Mecto nuaepa y Hac BBICTaBJIEHO Ha
AyKIIMOH.

— Kak 310? — ynuBiaeHHO cipocui Apryp.

— Hy a kax e nuaep MoeT ObITh TPYCHIIIKOM, KOTOPBIN eI
Y 4yTh HE YTOJWJI M0 COOCTBEHHOW BUHE B MIPOMNACTh?

— 3u! A ne tpyc! — ornpsaHys OoT ero xBarku ApTyp, HO
dpen nepxai Kpenko.

D7b¢ MEAJIEHHO MOJAJCS K €ro yXy U TUXO MPOLIETITal:

— A 4TO K Thl TOT/IA IPOKHUIIIb BCIO JOpOry?

JlOBOJIbHBIN COOOM, HALIENHMB HA JIUIIO YXMBUIKY, 3JTh(h TOIIENT
cnenom 3a AkBoi u Kapu.

ApTyp NOHYpPO CMOTpEII B MOJ.

OH mpas.

Kak oH MOkeT cTtaTh HaIekA0M DTepa, eCIhd HE MOKET J1axke
110 OpPEBHBIIIKY MPONTH Oe3 pUKJIIoYeHni?! A BC€ moToMy, 4To
€ro MOJABOAUT COOCTBEHHBIN CTPax, KOTOPbI OH HUKAK HE MOXET
oOOpOTb...

BcriomHaMCh cOOBITHS TPOIIEIIUX BOCKMHU JieT. Benp 310



JIAJIeKO He TIEPBbIN CTyJan.

ApTyp NOHSJI, YTO, HECMOTPSI HA TPOMATHOE KOJIMYECTBO Cpa-
KEHUI W MoOe, OH TaK M OCTajJCsS TEM CaMbIM MaJIeHbKUM
IIIKOJIbHUKOM, KOTOPBIF OOMTCSI CTPOroro B3rsaa yuutens. U ve
MOXET OTCTOAATh JIaxe coOcTBeHHoe MHeHue! Kakoe TyT crace-
Hue mupa’..

OH nocMoTpesn Ha3aj, B ThMy Kopugopa. Tam, rimyOoko, Obut
TOT CaMbl{ Pa3jioM, YyTh HE CTABIIUI €ro MOTUJIOMN.

«A moxerT... Tak u Hajio OBUTO?» - BIAPYT MPOHECIOCh B IO-
JoBe Aprypa.

APpTypy XOTEJIOCh B STOT MOMEHT Pa3BEPHYTHCS, YUTH OT ITO-
ro OECKOHEYHOrO CThIJIa, COPBAThCS BHU3, YTOOBI HHMKOTJA HE
CJIBIILIATH BCETO 3TOTO MOCTHIIHOIO ocykaeHus!!!

— Apryp! — nocaslimancs ronoc AKBBI.

Apryp ouHyIcA.

— Horonsii! I'ne ToI Tam?

— JHa... Ceityac ugy! — KpUKHYI OH.

«Yrto 310 ceituac O6b10? OTKYy/IAa Yy MEHSI TaKWE MBICIU 7» —
MOlyMaJl OH U OCHOBATEJIbHO TOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, KaK Obl OTTOHSIS
OT ceOs1 MpavHbIe TyMBbl.

OH BHiepBbIE UCITYTAJICSI CAMOTO ceOsl.

— Yro 3a Open. .. Hamo Ty nasieiie, — mporoBOPHII OH PO
ceOsl 1 TIOIIEN BCJIe] 32 APY3bsIMHU.

[Tyckait @peit ero Havya OcapuBaTh, HO OHO U HE Y/IUBUTE b~
HO — OH Bcer/ia 31o jenaji. Ho TobKo BriepBbie TakK. .. OTKPOBEH-
HO.



Ho ans ocranbHBIX — 1 Te-TO TIIyOOKO B ayIiie camoro dpest
— Aptyp Obu1 1 ocTasicst Haaexaoi! Hudero ot ero cios He mo-
MeHsUToch — Aptyp Be€ emé Ha koHe! Octynuicsa? C keM HU Obl-
Baetr! [la, MoxeT ObITb, OH U OOUTCS, HO BeJlb HACTOSIIIINI Xpad-
pell — 3TO BOBCE HE TOT, KTO He OOUTCs, a TOT, KTO CBOW CTpax
npeonosnesaer! A ApTypy NpeApedeHo CIIaCTH STOT IMTPEKPACHBIN
mup! Pasy 3T0r0 OH He UMeeT npasa JaBath c1adUHy !

BoonyieBuBIINCh, OH HarHA Ipy3€M, U YeTBEpKa IBUHYJIACH
JaJIbliie.

Bckope nox Horamu 3axpyCTUT rpaBuid. ApTyp TUXO CKOMaH-
JI0BaJI, OTOTHAB MOCJIEHNE TUIOXUE MbICIIH:

— Jlepxwutech Onuxke, 31€Chb MOT'YT ObITh JIOBYIIIKH.

®peii, HECMOTPS Ha onaceHust ApTypa, HUKaK He OTpearupo-
Bas1. Boooriie, 311 1Boe cebst Beu Tak, OyTO HUYEro U He TPo-
usonuio. I Aptypy naxe crano Ka3arbCs, a He PUIyMaJl JI OH
B0OOIIIE BCE 3TO cede cam? Pa3 BcE xopollio, To, MOXKET, U He Obl-
JI0 HUKAKOU cuTyanui. .. Ml uro xotst 661 Opeit yxe u 1ymaThb
po 3TO 3a0bL1!

Pazymeertcs, onn 06a Bc€ momHuIM. Kaxayio ux nepenasky.

310 ObUI X crIoco0 oOIIeHUs1. B3auMHble ynpéku, MoATpYHU-
BaHMS — MHA4Ye OHU HEe MOIJIA. YK CJIMIIIKOM OHM OB IPYT Ha
Apyra MOXOKH. DTo OblIa MX pa3psiAKa, YTOOBI HE COMTH C yMa.
Ho Bo Bpems 60s. .. CrnaxxeHHel KOMaHIbl, YeM ITU JIBOE, ObLIO
MPOCTO HE HAUTH.

Ha, moxet, Opeit ObUT pe30K. A KaKOW HACTOSIIUN JIPYT HE
PEKET IpaBLy-MaTKy ?



Ia, BO3BMOKHO, APTYyp MOKET MHOI'O C YeM HE CIIPABUTHCS B
OOVHOYKY... I co cnaceHnem mupa Toxe.

Ho on nouHsin. OH BepUT: C TaKUMU JIpYy3bsIMH, KaK Yy Hero,
mobast mpobiemMa eMy HU TI0 YéMm!

Jpy3bst marany aajbiine 001po, oOcykaas BIOITONoca, Kak
JIyYllle Pa3/Ie]UTh HAWJEHHBIN JIyT ITOCJIE pera.

B BO31YXE 4TO-TO MEHIOCH. PE3K0 3anmaxjio THUIIbIO.

— YygscrByeTe? — crnipocuiia AKBa.

— JlaBHO yixe. .. — nporoBopui Opel, NpUHIOXUBASCh.
— Hesxutp. CTaBio CBOU KOLIEJb, YTO 3TO CKEJIEThl! — CKa-
3an Kapu.

— AkBa, ocBeTr Kopuziop! — ckazan Apryp.

— Jla! — ckazana AkBa ¥ IpUHAIACK 32 3aKJIMHAHUE. — DJIe-
MeHT Ceera: Ozapsomas Cepa!

TEMHBII IPOXOJ] OCBETHIIA SIPKasl BCIIBIIIKA, BBUIOBUB U3 TEM-
HOTBl MHOXECTBO CHJIy3TOB.

B cnenyrornyio cekyH/y Ha UCTOYHUK CBeTa MoOexasia cras
MEJIKUX CKEJIETOB-OXOTHUKOB, IPEMSILIMX CBOMMH T'HUJIBIMU KO-
CTSIMU.

— Moii Beixof1, — nenoButo Opocun Ppeit, yxe BHITACKUBAs
CTpeny.

[lepBasi rooBa ckeneTa ¢ CyXuM TPECKOM Oblla TIPOTKHYTA
anbuiickoil crpenoil. Ppeii crpensn ObICTPO, Aake KPacuBO.
Aptyp ¢ npuOIMKEeHUEeM MPOTUBHUKOB BBIXBATWJI CBOHM OJIHO-
pyuHnblii Med. Kapu Bcran nepen AKBOM, CTaB KUBBIM IIIUTOM, a
Ta — C HEOXMJAHHBIM ISl BCEX a3apTOM — METHYJIA B TOJITY



JIe[ISTHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE:

— TomnbKO He nmonaguck oA pyky, Apryp!

— ApTYyp, Kakou y HUX ypoBeHb? — crpocuil Kapu.

— He 3Hato! — oTBeTI1 OH, 0TOMBAS yap CKeJleTa U B Clle/ly-
1ol1lee MTHOBEHUE CpyOUB TOMY ToJioBy. — J[BajiaThiii, He O0Jb-
mie! Mim onHoro ynapa xBaraer!

— bBonbuie! V HUX conpoTHBiIEHHE TOJIBKO K J1aJIbHUM arta-
KaM! — TYT e BCcTaBWJI CBOE cioBo Ppeil, mpoaosskas BbIITyC-
KaTh CTpeJly 3a CTPEJIon.

CkesneTsl OBICTPO pacchInainch mo nomy. Jla, 310 ObLT HE TOT
00i1, KOTOpBIM MO3%ke OyIyT YIUBISTH TABEPHBI, HO ceidyac OH
ObLT MEPBBIM JIs HUX 32 J0JITOe BpeMsl.

Koraa onacHocTs MUHOBaA, APTYp YKE CMESIICA, OTPSIXUBAs
JOCHex:

— Bort 4to 3HaunT — KOMaHaHas pabdora!

Kapu xJionHy: ero no meyy:

— Touno!

®peii, yOpaB JIyK 3a CIIUHY, BBITAIIII CTPENy U3 CKeJeTa H,
NOJAMUTHYB AKBE, IPOU3HEC:

— ITO JIETKOHS1, Mbl ¥ HE C TaKUM cripasisuinck. [la, Kapu?

AxBa, ynbidasich (CKpbiBasi, TpaBa, APOKb B MaNIbIAX ), ¥ TO-
obermana:

— He Gecnokoiitecs! [laxe ecnu Bac paHsT, 1 Bac ObICTPO
BbLJIEUy 3aKJIMHAHUEM !

Kapwu cpa3zy xe yXmMbUIbHYJICH:

— 3ameyvaresnpHo! Konayil CBOE 3akJIMHaHME, a TO Y MEHS



YTO-TO, 3HAElIb, KPECTELl TaK CTPEJISIET NMOCIEeAHEE BPEMSI. . .

— Kapu! He cmemno! He Hago Hacmexatbcsi Haja AKBOM.
Me:xay npouum, €€ 3aKJIMHaHWS MOTYT CIIACTH )KU3Hb! — Ha3U-
JatesibHO cKaszal ApTyp.

— QOy... Tel He 3HaeIb, CKOJIBKO OH ITyCKaJI TAKUX IIYTOK BO
BpeMs BoiHbI ¢ ieMOHamMu. .. — nporoBopu Ppeu U, 3710paJgHO
YXMbUIbHYBIIUCH J0OaBWI: — Ha Toii camoii BoiiHe, Ha KOTOpPOii
Te0s1 He ObLIIO.

B rmazax Aprypa BCIIBIXHYJ THEB.

— O@pen! Hy 3auem Tol Tak? — ocykaamole ckaszana AKBa.

— A uro? 4 6bu1, Kapu 661! MBI BOeBai ¢ TAKUMH TBapsi-
MU, KOTOPBIX Thl JJa)ke ceOe Mpe/ICTaBuTh He Moxelb, AkBa! U
OH He MOXeT! — Kax0e cieayoiiee cjioBo Ppest CTAHOBUIIOCh
BcE Oosiee rHeBHBIM. — A ['epoil 1 Hajiexk1a dTepa y Hac, mode-

my-10, OH!
Bouapunach TuimHa.
— ®peii... — nporoBopua AKBa.

— Jla gro ¢ Todoi ceronHsa?! — 3aBéncs Apryp.

— Jla notomy 4to BoceMs Jiet, Aptyp! Bocems et Mbl yxe
MYTEIIECTBYEM, HETIOHSATHO, 3a4€M U HETIOHATHO, B MIOMCKaxX 4e-
ro! U Bc€ 310 BpeMsi Thl TBEPAUIIL ITPO [ €poeB u cnaceHue Mu-
pa... Xoudeuib npaspl?

— ®pei, octaHOBUCH! — Tpo3HO ckazai Kapu.

— Her, npopomxkaii! Kakyo npaBay Tl MHE XOYelllb paccKa-
3aTb? — CKPECTWJI PYKM Ha rpyau ApTyp, IBITasACh CAECPKATh
HETPUATHBIA KOM B TOpJIE.



— Tei... Tel — HaIMEHHBIN, CAMOBTIOOJIEHHBIA TypavyoK W3
JpPYyroro Mupa, KOTOpbIi TaK M HE MOB3POCJIE C TOTO MOMEHTA,
kak Mbl ¢ Kapu 1e6st nomoopanu! U naxe He 3aMevaeliib IJIaBHO-
ro! 3Haelllp, MoYeMy JepeBHs, B KOTOPOU Mbl ObUIH, BBIKUIIA BO
BpeMs BoiiHbl ¢ njemonamu?

— W nouemy xe?

— Ilotomy 4TO €€ 3amuian KOpoJIeBCKUI rAPHU30H — BOT
nouemy! BoiiHy BeIUTpasiv HAPOIbl — JIIOJIH, J1b(bI, THOMBI, Op-
KM — BC€E, KTO NOAHSJICA Ha 3a1MTy Hamero mupa! A Bamm ['e-
pOM, TaKue, Kak Thl, OBUI TTPOCTO TOJIe3HBI, KAK CUJIHHBIE TIeIII-
ku. U Bce Bokpyr HocAtcs ¢ atumu Cemblo I'eposmu, I'Bapan-
et Cra... A yuyactBoBaii B Boiine necsitku ThICSAY yenosek!
WM noGenpl 3TOM MBI JOCTUTIIM OTHIONb HE BJIaJIeHUEM KaKHUX-TO
apredakToB, a CTpaTeruer, TAKTUKOU, TPEHUPOBKAMM, JIOTUCTH-
koil... Hy ma! Otkyna xe teGe 310 3Hath! Thl ke ['epoii, TBOS
3ajaua — 3a0MpaTh Bce JaBphl cede!

— Hymaii, yto ropopuiiib! Thl MHE ITPOCTO 3aBUAYEIIb, IOTO-
My 4TO Thl He ['epoii 1 HUKOrAa UM He CTaHellb! — paccBUpenel
Aptyp.

— Tlepecranbre! — pacrnakanach AKBa.

— D70 ThI Jiyullle oAyMail HaJl MouMu ciioBamu! B cope-
MEHHOM JTepe ThI TOYTH HE YBUIMIID 3J1b(OB, MOM POJHOM Ha-
pox, a 3Haelb nouemMy? Thl XOTh B Kypce, Kak 51 IoIajl Ha BOMHY
Y TIOYeMy £l yIIEN ¢ Hee?

Pazropsiuénnomy ®Ppeto Ha ruiedo Jiersia Tsxkesnas pyka Kapu.
Db MocMoTpesn Ha THOMa CBEPXY BHU3. TOT ocyxkaaioie no-



MOTaJ1 TOJIOBOM, 1aBasi TOMY MOHSITh — «HE Ha/10». OT 3TOro xe-
cra Ppeil Kak-To OBICTPO YCTIOKOMJICS, IOT PYCTHEB.

— 3a0y[p, 4TO 5 CKa3all... — Yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs cKazal
OH.

— Yro, BoT Tak npocto? Het yx! PacckasbiBaii, Thl 3ke XoTe!

O10 ApTypy IpPUILIOCH YK€ KpPUYaTh B CIMHY YXOASIIUM
®pero u Kapu.

— Ti1... Jla 4TO TaM y HUX MPOU3OIILIIO? — MPUKYCHIT OH I'yOy
U TyT OOpaTUl BHUMaHUe Ha AKBY.

— Apryp... {4 He Mory cornacutbes ¢ Ppeem, S HE CUUTAIO,
KaK OH... HO ThI MPaBAa Ha ceOsl CIUIIKOM MHOTO B3sul. Mup
MPOKUBET Oe3 TeOs. .. Tede coBceM He 00s3aTeNIbHO ero cracarh.
ThI MOXeEILIb TPOCTO KUTh CYACTIIUBBIM. . .

ApTyp HaxMypHJICS U (PBIPKHYIL.

— OrtcranbTe OT MeHsl, 1 Kak-HHOyab cam pa3depych! — u
10CJI€ 3TUX CJIOB MOIIEI CJIEIOM 32 TOBAPULIAMH.

Haunbie onu He pasroBapuBaiiv. [logzemense CHOBa CTajo TH-
xuM. Kapu Ha cBOM cTpax ¥ pUCK HalleBaj YTO-TO IIPO «TPH KO-
cTh y KamuHa». Kapu BooOIe Bcerma ObUT OTXOTYMB — JIaXKe
€CJIM BIIPYT M BCTYIAaJ B CCOPY, HUKOrA He oomxkancs. Yero He
ckaxeib 00 Aprype u ®pee.

Ho u 3111 06a mocrapanuck Ha BpeMsl IPUKJIIOYEHUS 3a0bITh
00 MHIIMAEHTE, HEeIJIACHO JOTOBOPUBIINCH «IOBBISICHATH OTHO-
HIEHUsI» IO CBOEMY BO3BpAILIEHUIO, HE paHblIe.

Aptyp nepedupan kapry. OH nofacBeunBas mpoxon (axeaom,
BBIFICKMBAJI OTMETHUHBI ¥ COOCTBEHHOPYYHO CTaBHJI METKH, YTO-



OBl HE TIOTEPATHLCS B 3aITyTaHHBIX KaTakoMOax.

Honroe onu Omyxaam no Jladbupuaty Cmepru.

Ckenetsl, 30MOH, TyxH... Becb KOMILJIEKT HU3KOYPOBHEBOM
HEXKUTH BCTpevasicsl y HUX Ha IyTu. OHU OCHOBATEIbHO B3SJIMCh
3a paboty. HanpsikeHue ux He MOKUAAJIO JJOJITOe BPeMsl, B CBSI3U
C YeM JIpyr C JPYTOM OHH CTapajiCh HE Pa3rOBapUBAaTh.

Ho momuanue 111 AKBBI ObUIO HEBBIHOCHUMO. . .

— A Bbl IOMHUTE MOMEHT, KOI/Ia PElIId ObITh aBAHTIOPU-
cTamMH? — BIpPYr cripocuia AKBa, 3a/laB MYYMBIIMI €€ 1aBHO
BOIIPOC.

®peii cyxo OTBETUJI, IOTPYCTHEB:

— He nomum0.

OH OTBETUJI U HAa HEJIOJITO€ BPEMs1 OCTABUJI B TUILIMHE KOMIIa-
HHUIO.

Kapwu 3agymasicsi, nourpbiBasi IepCTHEM B PyKe:

— B moém jome Bceraga roBopuiiu: «Jlepiku MUT Hajd TeM,
KTO caM ero norepsiia». MHorna s nymarwo... Moxer, g BCTyIHI
B ['ubpauio ABaHTIOPUCTOB UMEHHO MOTOMY, UYTO 51 UCKaJ TeX,
KOMY MOT'Yy IOMOYb, JJa)K€ €CJIA OHU ITOTO HE MPOCHT.

— A ... — noaan ronoc ApTyp M CTHCHYJ 3yObl. — A 3a
MEHS BCE PEIWIM C CaMOro Havyaja. YMeEp B IIPOLUIOM MHpE,
TIepepOVIICS, a MHE U TOBOPSAT: Thl M30paHHBIN, TIOSTOMY WM,
JPYKOK, CriacaTh MUp. ..

dpent enBa 3aMETHO CKPUBUIT POXKY.

— peii...

— Yero Tebe?



— MBe1 Beb apy3bs.

OHn npomornyan.

— MBbl Ipy3bsl, ¥ TIO3TOMY ... — Tipoaoskan Apryp. — Ilo-
9TOMY 51 HE YCTOKoIoch. §I roBopio nmpasay. He st BeiOupai cebe
Takou MmyTh. S1 Jaxe, MPU3HATHCA, U HE TyMasll HUKOTAA, YTO Y
MEHsI €CTh BBIOOD. ..

— Bri6op ecth Bcerna, — 3asBui peit. — Bceé B nopske,
Aptyp. MblI 1py3bsi.

HanpsixeHne B KOMIIAHUMM 3HAYUTESIbHO CHU3UJIOCH IOCIE
3TUX CJIOB.

— A 181, AKBa? — crpocui Apryp.

— A 4... Bynere cMmeaTbes. .. Sl crana aBaHTIOPUCTOM M3-3a
JICHET ... — BJAPYT BbIIOXHYJa AKpa.

— YTO?! — Xopom nepecnpocuin BCe.

— Hy Her, He TO, 4YTOOBI COBCEM U3-3a JIEHeT... Y MeHs eCTh
JIBE€ CECTPEHKH, U 4... Hy... ['on Ha3ag y HacC He CTajlo MaMbl C
nanoil. [Tostomy s ynuia u3 Maruueckoi akaieMuu 1 OTIIPABU-
JIaCh HA TMOUCKU pabOTHI, 32 KOTOPYIO XOPOIIO TiaTAT. .. Hy u 3a
MPUKJIIOYEHUSIMU TOXKeE!

MuHYTY HUKTO HUYErO HE FOBOPUII.

Kapu cHoBa nonan rosoc:

— Tet monopen;, AkBa! — HCKpeHHe cka3an oH. — Thl uc-
TUHHBIA aBaHTIOPUCT!

— [louemy 3107 — 3acMyIIABIINCH, CITPOCUJIA OHA.

— TloTomy 4YTO aBaHTIOPUCT — BOBCE HE TOT, KTO Oeraer u
BBINOJIHSET KBECThl. HacTosmumii aBaHTIOPUCT — 3TO TOT, KTO IO-



TOB MOKEPTBOBATH COOOI, CBOMMU MHTepecaMu paau apyrux! U
pedb He TOJBKO O MPUKPHITHX ToBapHia B 60io... Camoe rias-
HOE, YTO TOJILKO MOXKET CYIIIECTBOBATh Ha BCEM OEJIOM CBETE —
9TO ceMbsi. Ml pajiu ceMby paciiiOUThCs1, TPOSIBUTH CAMOTIOKEPT-
BOBaHME — 3TO CBsAlleHHO. Huduero Her Gosee JOCTOWHOTO U B
TO ke BpeMs1 OoJiee MPaBUIbHOTO, YeM 3TO.

OHu nponu eme oauH y3KMH J1a3. 3eMiiMia CChllaaach B
caroru, 1o CTeHaM MeplLaJl CONPOBOXKAAIOIIMI UX MarnyecKun
cBeT. HakoHell, OHU TIPOIIUTMA B BHICOKUI KYNOJIOOOPa3HbIN 3aJl.
Bozayx 3mech ObUT TSKEBIM, TYCTBIM.

Apryp 3axer Bropou ¢aken, a Kapu okuHyn1 nomerieHue
B3[JISIIOM M paccMesUICsl Tak TPOMKO, UTO JJaKe CTapble KOJIOHHBI
JPOTHYJIA BIIEPBbIE 32 CTOJETUSI:

— Bor ono! [lpy3bs, noxoxe, Mbl MPUIIUIM, KyAa HaA0. Mbl
HAIIUTM HEHTPAJIbHbIN CKJiemn!

dpent, BCE 3TO BpeMsl HEOTPHIBHO IIISIEBIIMI HA BBICOKYIO
PKaBylo JBEPb, MPOILIENTAN BCEro OAHY (ppazy:

— I'nmaBHOe, He 3a0bIBaTh, CKOJIBKO CTPEJT OCTAJIOCH. . .

OHu JBUHYJIUCH BIEPEN, KaK TOTOBOPUIMCH: APTyp — Iep-
BbIM, JIEp)ka M€Y Harotose; 4yyTh noonaib men Ppeu, Kapu ps-
JIOM C HUM, a AKBa 3aMbIKajia YeTBEPKY.

OHHM YacTo 3aUMINANIM JaHKU, HO TAKOTO OOJIBIIIOrO KOJIMYe-
CTBa JAPEBHUX IPOOOB B OTHOM MECTE HEe BUJEJIM HUKOT/A.

— Ortkyaa 37aech 1enoe Kiaaaouiie? — MOMHTEPECOBANICS
dpeii.

— Ecmu Beputsb nerengam, B CeBepHbIx ['opax Teicsa4y JieT



Ha3aJ pacroiaraivuch KpernocTu JPeBHUX repoeB, OCTPOCHHBIE
JUISL 3alUTHI OT JEMOHOB MOC/E NEPBOM BOMHBI ¢ HUMHU. [lona-
raio, 3T0 MECTO TOXe ObUIO OCHOBAHO UMHM... Te, KTO U3 roja B
roJl KWJI B 3TUX KPETOCTSIX, HEYCTAHHO BBINOJIHSASA 10/, HA3bIBa-
mvck dasime Obet, — oreett Kapu.

— Hagmme O6et? Yto 310 3HAUMT? — cripocuia AKBa.

— OHU OTKa3BIBATIMCH OT BCETO: OT JIMYHOW JKU3HU, OT POJI-
HBIX, OT ApPY3eW... — TOBOPWJI F'HOM. — Y HHX ObLJIO TOJIBKO
OJHO NpeJHa3HaYeHNe — OJITr. bosibllie OHU HUYEro He 3HAJIM. ..
KoponeBcTBa pacnagannch ¥ CHOBa pOKJAJINCh, BOWHBI HAUMHA-
JIUCh M 3aKaHYMBAJIUCH, & BOT 3]IECh, B IIIyOMHE, TOIaMU KUJIU
crpaxku, oobeskaniie CeBepHble ['Opbl, OXpaHsisi TPaHUILy CO
Crpanoii [IleMoHOB. .. VIX nonr ObuT T0OPOBOJIHBIM, OHU HUKOTO
He MPHUHYKAAIA HECTH CBOE Tskénoe Opems... Ho noOpoBosb-
LEB C KaX/bIM TOJJOM MPUXOIUJIO K HUM BCE MEHbIIIE, TOTOMY
YTO JIIOIM CO BPEMEHEM CTaJId CYMTATh IEMOHOB BBIAYMKAMHU, &
CITy )0y 311eCh — ITyCTOU TpaToil BpeMeHU. Tak 1 BhIMEpIIU OHH,
Ha CBOMX CTOPOXKEBBIX MOCTaX, MoKa rocieqauii [lasmmii O6er
HE MOrv0 B OIMHOYECTBE, B OKPYKEHUH STUX KaMEHHBIX CTEH...

— Kakoi yxac... — npousHeciaa AKBa, 3aKpbIB pOT PyKOH.
Ha ra3zax y He€ BBICTYNUJIU CJIE3BI, U COBCEM JIPYTMM B3IJISIIOM
OHA OCMOTpEJIA 3TH 3aXOPOHEHUS BOKPYT.

ApTyp Ckal Med — OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ XOJIOf MO CHUHE U
IJTyXYIO TPEBOTY.

— He HpaBuTCSI MHE 3TO MECTO, — TIPOOOPMOTAIT OH TITYXO.

— W Kak 1aBHO OHU BbIMEPJI? — MPauyHO MOMHTEPECOBATICS



dpeit, 03upasich MO CTOPOHAM.

— Bonble nsatu coten siet Hazaa. .. — nporoopuil Kapu.

— A TBI yBEpEHBI, UYTO OHU YMEPJIU CBOEN CMEPTHIO? — HEO-
BEPUMBO CIIPOCUJ 71bQ.

— Tak roBopsIT THOMbH JIETEH[bI. .. A TIOYEMY Thl CITpallIiBa-
emb?

— MeHs BOJIHYeT, Kak AaBHO 3TO MecTo Ha3biBaeTcs Jlabu-
puHToM CMepTH, U IOYEMY.

— DT0ro s He 3HaW... Tak 0003HAUYEHO Ha IPEBHUX KapTax,
— T0XaJl THOM IJIeYaMHU.

— 3HauuT, y 3TOro Mecra OblIa AypHas ciaBa emié 3a/10Jro
JI0 TOro, Kak ymep nocieqauii Japmmii OGeT... — MpavHo 3a-
Koy Ppeid.

Bomme6nas cpepa AKBBI OCBETHIIa MpaK BIIEpeIn — M JIUIA
Jpy3el MCKa3ujia rpuMaca yaca: Ha Iojly, BO3Jie JABEpeid, 4To
BeJU elng ryoske, Jexany octTaHku. Ha oy Obutv He CTHUBIINE
JPEBHUE TPYIIbI, & CBEKUE, B ICKPOMCAHHBIX JOCIEXaX, OTYACTU
YK€ MCCOXIIHUECS, HO BCE emE y3HaBaeMble. OIMH BOWH C CUM-
BosioM ['wnbauu Ceporo KivHka Ha 1iiede, Jpyroi — B CUHEM
rianie u3 Kopaena, yyTh noofasib Bajsjics Marn4eckuil mocox,
KOTOpBIN BCE eme cnabbiM OTOIECKOM MepIial B pyKe Moruoie-
IO 3aKJIMHATes.

— boru mMens paznepu. .. — nporentan Kapu, cxBaTuBImch
3a rosioBy pykamu. — OHHM ke aBaHTIOPUCTH!!

dpeit MoT9a OBICTPHIM IIIArOM TIOIOIIEN K OJMKANIIEMy Tey,
OCMOTPEB TPYII, — U, TIOHSIB BCE, IPOCTHO CKaJl KyJIAKHU:



— Bce cBexue... He Oosplie maphl gHeld. Bot, oTKyma To
OpeBHO y pa3pbiBa. .. KTo-To yke 3abuparcs cioia — TOJIbKO Ha-
3a]1 HEe BO3BpaIaJICS.

— 910 uTO *e... — Kapu ornsagen 3an. — Msl He niepBble
3nech roctu. U, cyns no BceMy, NpuaABOPHbIN Mar MopTam OT-
MpaBWJI CI0Ja Cpa3y HECKOIbKO kKomaHa! ThMa ero 1epu, BOT No-
YeMy HaMm TOJIKOM HHMKTO HMUYero He pacckaszaj! Ham HUKTO He
TOBOPUJI, YTO Mbl He OyJieM 3/1eCh TIEPBbIMH. . .

— UYro0 Xe OHM Ha/IeNasu. .. — JIPOXKAIIUM IOJIOCOM CIIPOCH-
na AkBa. — Kapu, mocMotpu Tyza... 91a aeBymka... OHa Bepb
eme peOEHOK, el ObLIO JieT ATHAAIaTh! Kak oHM MOrn oTIipa-
BUTH Ha TaKOeE 3aJIaHue Jaxe nerei?!

— Bcé npocto, — ryxo 6pocun mpaunbiii @peit. — Ecnu
apredakT HaCTOJIbKO BakeH, MH(OPMALMI0 O HEM HUKOMY HE
PacIIpOCTPaHST, MOKA OH HE OKAXETCS B «HYKHBIX pyKax». Panu
HEro OHM TMOChUIAIOT Ha YOOIl OIHY KOMaH/1y 3a APYroi, Aaxe He
rOBOpS1 UM, UTO MX XJET BIEPEAU... — OH T'HEBHO IUIIOHYJ. —
Yomonku!

ApTyp OMyCTWJICSL HAa KOJIEHO PSIIOM C BOMHOM B CTAJIbHBIX
JlaTax Y aKKypaTHO BBIHYJ M3 €r0 CKaThIX MaJblIEB KETOH CO0-
CTBEHHOU I'MJIbANU — TOT, YTO JapyIOT HOBOOPAHIIAM TOCIIe BbI-
MOJTHEHU S TEpBOro KBecta. Kak 3Hak Mpu3HaHus TOro, YTO aBaH-
TIOPUCTA MPUHSUIM B TWJIBAMIO.

— Kakas ke ropbkas, HecripaBejnBas cyap0a MocTuria Ha-
IIUX HECUACTHBIX OpaTheB... — TUXO MPOIMIENTAT OH, CXUMasi
*eToH. — Kak oHM BOOOIIe MOIJIM TaK MOCTYIUTH?!



— Bosbmure cebds B pyku! He Bpems paccnabnstees! Ecniu
OHHU 3[1eCh, 3HAUUT, UX YTO-TO yormsio! — peikHyn Kapu. — U 1o
«YTO-TO» Ceiyac HAXOOUTCSI B ITOM 3aJie. ..

... TyT 3acKpexeTany IIMThl HEHTPaIbHON OpaTCKOI MOTHU-
JIBL.

Pazpasics 310Benid MEXaHUYECKUAN XPUII, B HOC TEPOsIM yaa-
PUJI 3arax 3aTXJI0ro ChIpOro MeTaia u THUIN.

— Yr0 310?! — cnpocuiia AKBa.

— 310 60cc! — KpukHYI Kapu. — 1o nosuiusm, cpodHo!

dpeit u ApTyp NPBITHYJIN B OHY CTOPOHY, YKPBIBIIHCH 32 KO-
JoHHOU, Kapu yBEn AKBy 3a Ipyryio.

Jlomass KaMeHHblE IIMTHI C ONIYLIMTENIbHBIM TPECKOM, W3
HeIp 3aJa TOMHSJICS, JIEBUTUPYs, OOCC: OrpOMHOE, IeNsMU
CKPYYEHHOE UyJUIIIe C MIECThI0 TOPSIIUMU [JIa3aMu, TPeMsl JIH-
11aM B OPOH30BBIX MAacKax M MEYOM B KaKJOM M3 TSATH PYK.

OHO M31aJ10 NPOTSKHBIN CKPEKET, U MACKU 3alLIEBETUIINCH B
TIOUCKAX KEPTBBI.

— Apryp, komanayun! — B3pesen Kapu. — Ham Hekypna ort-
crynars! JlaBaii, 3a HaC U 3a Tex pedAT, MHaYe Mbl IOKOWHUKH !

ApTyp MoJT4a MOCMOTPEJT Ha HEro, CxkaJl 3yObl U KUBHYIL.

— Kapw, neBbiii piianr! — xopotko 6pocuit Apryp — Dpei,
OIH BBICTpPEJI MPSIMO B LIEHTP, HA OTBJIeueHre! AKBa, IIUTHI 10
paauycy — 3akpoit emy 0030p!

— Tlonsna! Dnement Crera: CeroBas JloByiika! — BbI-
KPUKHY/IA AKBA, ¥ TPOTUBHUK ObLIT OKPYKEH CBETOBBIMU CJICTIsI-
VMU 3epKaJlaMH.



— He npomaxnych, — orBetun ®peii.

W npaBna — He poMaxHyJICs: MepBasi CTpesia B caMblid IJ1a3
0 LIEHTPY, YyJOBUILE B3PEBEJIO, 3aKPYKIIJIO MACKaAMU.

Kapu n3BepHyJics co CBOEM CEKMpPOM, OTpaxas yaap Lenu, 1
MPOKpUYaIl Yepe3 IJIeUo:

— VYpoBeHb COTHIN, HE MEHbIIIE!

— Yepr! Ilnoxo... — 3akycun rydy ApTyp u Opocuiicsl Ha
Bpara.

Cawmplit MolITHBIH ynap 6occa pa3apoown mut Kapu u otopo-
CHWJI THOMA Ha3aJl — TOT BCKOYMJI, XOTb U C OKPOBABJIEHHOM Ty-
6011. @peii BHICTpEIUI OYEPEIHOM CHApsi, AKBA MeTasa 3aKJIn-
HaHMSA OJIMH 3a APYI'MM, CIEpKUBas MOTOK HEUCTOBOW Maruu
MOHCTpA.

[TaTe Meuelt uynoBuUIIa pyOrIN BO3IYX, KaXIBIH yIap COTpsi-
caJl IojI3eMelbe, KaMeHHble 0OJIOMKHU CHIMAJIKMCh C KyIosa 3aja.
ApTyp npsIraj oT KJIMHKA K KJIMHKY, JIOBS MOMEHT AJIs yapa —
Y BIIPYT, B CJIEAYIOLINI MUT, MAaCKU MEPEBEPHYJIMCH U UyI0BUILIE
3aBBUIO: M3 PA3JIOMOB Ha T'POOHMIIAX TOTON3IM HOBBIE TEHH.

— beperurecb! — kpukHyna Aksa.

W3 nona, nosnes3nu MepTBelbl U AyXu — OJie[JHbIe MTPU3PAKH,
KOCTH, 3aMOTaHHbIE B TeHU KaHjasaoB. Uynuie BAPYr NOAHSIO
TpH JIMIA K HeOy U PHIKHYJIO U3 BCEX IJIOTOK:

— Bocemanwme, Jaswiue Obem! Hcnoanume ceoti oone... 3a-
wumume Kpenocmo!

«Bot neppmo... MaccoBbiii ipu3biB! Takoe naxke He BCAKUN
HEKPOMaHT CyMeeT!» — MPOMeJIbKHYJIO B rojioBe ApTypa.



Teneps KOMaH 1€ TPUIILIOCH PAa3PbIBATHCSI — OJIHU CIIEPKUBa-
JIM BOJTHY HEXWTH, Ipyrue eme Kpyde BHIOMBAIN CUJIBI U3 OOC-
ca. ®peil KpolWII CKesIeToB cTpesaMu. Kapu Bpaias cekupy, He
JaBasi OKPYKUTb ce0s1 U AKBY. APTYyp PbIBKOM KUAAJICS K UyIU-
11y, OTBJIEKAasl €ro OT BoMeOHUIIbl. BUTBa 3aTsHynach, COBceM
HE Ha PyKy KOMaHJe.

— AxBa, nocraBb Oapbep cieBa! MeHst nomieun! — peset
Kapu, enBa He 3aX/1€OHYBIINCH KPOBBIO.
— ®peii, Oeii o razam! — Opocuin Aptyp, oTOMBast ode-

PEIHYIO aTaky, HallpaBJIEHHYIO B JIpy3eil.

— Ha 3Ha1o 51! — 3716 BEICBOOOAWIT Cpa3y TpH CTPeJIbl B I71a3-
HUIIbL, 32CTaBUB OOCca B3pEeBETh BHOBb.

AxBa 3akJMHaHueM BocctaHoBuia Kapu, kuHyna Ha qpy3ei
BcriomoratenbHoe «biarocnoBenune Cera» W npusBajia OTCTY-
UTH OJTUKE K LIEHTPY.

— Her! Otcrynarb Henb3s1! — pSIBKHYJ HA HEE ApTyp.

— Ho Apryp! — co cne3amu Ha mia3ax B3MoiauiIach AKBa.

— Omn Bcé BepHO rosopur! — B3pesen Kapu. — Hexurb He
UCCSKHET, noka kuB 0occ! [1o3BonuM emy MCHEIUThCS — TO-
I/1a Mbl TOYHO MOKOMHUKY ! EAMHCTBEHHBIN IaHC — TOOUTH 3TY
TBaphb!

— Bepno! — xpukHyn @peit, BbIIaB 110 00CCY €Ig psit CTpet
Y YBEPHYBIIIKCH OT OTBETHOM aTaKHu.

— Torpa... { ux orBneky! JleictByiiTe! — KpukHyna AkBa
¥ aKTUBUpPOBaJa 0coOblid ckmi1. — CriocodHocTs Caeta: Vcne-
nesenve Hexnru!



AkBa 3acBetuiiach. OJIHa COKpYIIAOIIast BOJIHA CBETA MOAHS-
JIa TbLJTh, YIAPUJIA TTO CKeJIeTaM, BBIKHTasl CTapble KOCTH JIO 0OYT-
JIEHHBIX OCTaHKOB. OHUM yaapomM AKBbI BpDEMEHHO yAaJIOCh MO-
BAJIUTH MOTOK HEXUTU — U TOTNIA BCE CUJIbI CKOHILICHTPUPOBA-
Jmch Ha 6occe. ApTyp JIOBKO MOJIOBMJI MOMEHT: 110 curHaiy Ka-
Y yAapuII 1o LensiM yynoBuila, @per onHOBpEMEHHO MPOCTpe-
JIVJT MacCKy € 3aThljIKa, a AKBa Opocuiia B Opelllb JISTHOE KOITbE.

Kpuku, cmMepTh, BCbllika — U ryJikas TUIIAHA. Yyauiie pyx-
HYJIO, pa3MoOTaB 1ienu. [Ipu3paku ¢ NpoTsAKHBIM BOEM PACChITIa-
JIUCh TBUIBLION B ITYCTOTE.

[MoGena He mpuHecia odyieryeHus1. 3anbIXaBascs KOMaH/a,
HE Bepsl B CBOM ycrex, emié Oblla HACTOPOXe, MPUIbHYB CITUHON
K CIIUHE U OKUasl OYepeHON aTaku.

Ho aTtaku He mocnegoBaio. .. MX OKpY:Kaja JIMIIb CIIOIIHAS
TUIIMHA ¥ TEMHOTA.

[ToHsAB, HAKOHEI], YTO BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH, KOMITAHUS C 00JIer-
YEHUEM BbIIOXHYJIA.

[Mpuces, Kapu BeiTep not co n16a 1 BApYT crped ApTypa B Me/I-
BEXKbU OOBATHSA:

— Mornopen, mosnogeir! Xopoiiiee kKoMmaHoBanue. Bot renepb
3TO OBLJIO KPACHBO!

Ho ®peii, He 10k IABIIMCh HU MMOXBAJIbI, HU OJIarONapHOCTH,
CTOs1 B cTopoHe. Ero miio Ob10 XMypbiM, XOJIOAHBIM:

— Bcerna onHo u TO *e. Bes cnaBa — «repoio». A Tem, KTo
IIPUKPBIBAJI BaM CIIMHY, KTO BaC JIEUXJI, KTO BBITOJIHSJI 3TO CAMOE
«XOpOIlIee KOMaH/I0BaHUE» — HUKOMY JIeJla HeT!



— ®@peit, vy xBatut! OnATh TH 32 CBOE? — MOAHST OPOBU
Kapn. — Mp#I komanza, 6e3 KakI0ro U3 Hac. ..

— Her! B sTom-T0 1 nesio! Mbl koMaHAa TOJIBKO B 6010, a Mo
cytu? Kakoii-to ¢pan-kiayo omnoro I'epost! S ycran ObiTh BEYHO
«BTOPBIM HOMEPOM» !

Aptyp Xoten OblIO BO3pa3uTh, HO Ppeli yke marayn yepes
TeJla TOBEPKEHHON HEKUTH.

— Korna BeibepemMcst Ha TOBEPXHOCTb, 51 yXOKy. S mokuaaio
3Ty KOMaHIy! — ¢ ropeubio Opocuil b, UCUE3HYB BO ThMe
KOpUIopa.

Tpoe — omapainiesl, y AKBbI Ha IJIa3aX BBICTYITUIN CIIE3BI.

— He oGparaiite BHUMaHHUS . .. — TUX0 npoOypuas Kapu. —
Bor BeiOepemcst, ocTeiHeT. CaM MepBbIi K HaM MPUOEKUT 00paT-
HO...

Ho cepaiie Aprypa cxkainoch — HuKoraa npexjae Ppei He
ObLJT CTOJIb CEPbE3EH. . .

B ryOuHe 3ay1a OHU OTKPBUIM MACCUBHYIO JIBEPH, 32 KOTOPOH
XpaHuIics apTepakT — HeOONBIION Ha BU] KPUCTAIUT, OKPYKEH-
HBIM MbUTAIOIIUMHU NteyatssMu. Kapu ocTOpokHO MpoIIEn BOepen,
IIPOBEPUJI TIOMEIIEHUE HAa HAJIUYME JIOBYILEK, U TOJIBKO MOTOM
MaxHYJ1 pyKOH, pa3peliiasi OCTaIbHbIM UATH.

AkBa nozomnia neppor. OHa TUXO CITPOCHIIA:

— Thl 3Haemb, 4To 3107 YTO THI YyBCTBYEID ?

Aptryp npotsiHy1 pyKy K apredakty. OH He UyBCTBOBAJ B HEM
MIPUBBIYHON MAaru4ecKoi aypbl — TYT ObLJIO YTO-TO COBCEM MHOE.

— N 310... — mennyn Kapu, — u ectb Ta camas [leMoHu-



yeckad be3gna?

— OHa... KaKk OyITO 30BET... — OCTOPOKHO MPOTOBOPHIIA
AkBa. — Apryp?

Tot enBa KocHyJICcs apTeakTa — U BOKPYT SIBUIMCh IOTOKU
BOCIIOMUHAHUI: OOPBIBKY OUTB, JIMIIA MABIIAX TOBAPUILEH, OKY-
TaBIIMK CTpax, OTYASIHUE, H...

APpTYp OTIEPHYJ PYKY, B3IPOTHYB.

— 9T0... — IJIyX0 NPOU3HEC OH, CIJIOTHYB BA3KYIO CIIIOHY.
— BuI uTo-HUOYIH UyBCTBYETE?..

— TBl MOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE? — C MHTEPECOM
cnpocusl Kapu, coBepIIeHHO CHOKOMHO NMOBEPTEB apTeakT B
pyKax.

[oxoske, MPUKOCHOBEHUE K apTehakTy Ha FTHOMa He OKa3aJlo
HUKAaKoro 3ggexra.

— D70 He 0ObIYHBIN apTedakT. .. — cKazajl ApTyp.

— TeOe BbICBETUINCH €70 XapaKTePUCTUKH ?

— Her, — orBetun oH. — Jlaxe He uAeHTUPUIUPYETCS KaKk
MpeIMeT.

— Bor u ymMeHs1. 3HauuT, OHM 3aKPBITHL... XeX... MolHas
Bemuia. Ciplxai npo Takoe, HO He Aymall, 4TO KOrna-HuOyab
BCTpEYy.

— 3HauuT, TO U BrIpaBy... Mbl HAIUIA KJTIOY K TT0Oe/e HaJl
JeMoHamu!| — mipoienTaia AKBa.

Kapu B3noxnym:

— Ham nyTts 3aBepiiaercs. .. [loiinémre-ka otciona, 1py3bs,
Kyzia nozaspiie. M modsicTpee. Y MeHs OT 9TOro MecTa Mypamiku



O KOXE...

OcCTOpOXKHO 3aBEpHYB apTedakT B IIEJKOBbIM IUIATOK, OHU,
MOJT4a, JBUHYJIMCh K BBIXOJY.

[TyTh HaBepx ObUT HEMPOCT — YCTaBIIIKNE, Pa30UThIe MOPAILHO
1 (pU3MYECKH, OHU MOTYAJIU TIOYTH BCIO JJOPOry, U Tobko Kapu
U3peiKa BOpUaJ M0 MOBOJY «HETOCTEPUUMHBIX MOI3EMETHil».

Vike Ha paccBeTe OHM BbIOpasIuCh Hapyky. Heckonbko MUHYT
OHHU IIPOCTO CTOSUTM U BJIBIXAJIM CBEXUI BO31yX. OHU BBIILIN U3
MO/A3EMEIIbSI PA3/1aBJICHHBIMU U OIYCTOIIEHHBIMHU.

®peri cTOSIT 4yTh OOAAJb, CHMHOM K OCTAJIbHBIM. OH YCIIBI-
I1aJ1 MPUOTMIKAOIIUECS ark ApTypa, HO He 0OepHYJICS.

— Ecnu 1ol pemmn yXxoquTb — yXOu, — THUXO cKazal ApTyp,
— Ho criacu6o tede, Ppeit. bez Tedss Mb1 Ob TOruOIU. Thl —
9acTh 3TOM KoMaHabl. W ecnmm yin€mm... MHe OyaeT OueHb He
XBararh JIpyra.

— JlaBaii 6e3 CEeHTHMMEHTAJIbHOCTEeW, — KOPOTKO Opocui
dpei1, noxkaB emy pyky. — [lopa MHe u BlipaBiy HallTH CBOU
COOCTBEHHBIN MYTh.

['Hom 1 AkBa nogonumm Kk ®pero 1 0OHSIM ero Moya. ApTyp
TOJIBKO KOPOTKO KMBHYJI. OHU 0OMeHs1Ch B3rsiaamu ¢ Ppeem,
¥ TIOCJIEIHUI KaK Obl TPYCTHO TIOBECEIeNI, TOBOPS TJIa3aMH «Thl
MHE TOXe Kak Opar, Jypadok»...

— Ilo kpaiineit mepe, naBaiiTe criepBa JOUIEM JI0 ONvxKaii-
IIEro ropoja, a TaM pa3zoepeéMcs, 4To K YeMy... — MPEIJIOKUII
Aptyp.

— A 4T0 MBI Oy/IeM fAesaTh MOTOM? — CIPOCHJ MPAaYHbINA



Kapu.

— Yro THI UMeelIb BBULY? — crpocuiia AKBa.

— To, 9TO NPUABOPHBII Mar HaM He JOTOBOPWII. .. — TOHST
rHomMa Aptyp. — OHu Hac nojacTaBuin !

— He nymato, 4yto OHM XOTeM yrpoOUTh HAC, — CKPUBHUIICS
rHOM. — ThI K€ He CuMTaelllb, YTO MPABUTENM DTepa KyTKUE
MaHbSIKM, KOTOpbIe He Ope3ryloT HUKaKUMHU METOIaMHU JIJIS JIO-
CTHKEHUS CBOUX Leei?

— Kapu, yTO TBI TaKOE rOBOpHUILIL?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa AKBa.

— W3BuHM, AkBa. D10 OBUIO K MPUMEPY... — OINPABIAJICS
Kapu.

— Her, MopTam coBepuIn HETPOCTUTEbHBIN TOCTYTIOK | —
THEBHO CKazasl ApTyp.

— A otkypa tebe 3HaTh, YTO UMEHHO MOPTIM OTITPAaBUII 3TUX
HECUACTHBIX aBAaHTIOPUCTOB JI0 HAC?

— Tol uMeelb BBU/LY, TO MOIJIM ObITh KaKKe-TO APYTUe JII0-
I1? — OCTOPOKHO YyTOUHUJ APTYP.

— Jla, v He 00sI3aTeNIbHO 3TO OBLT KTO-TO M3 KOposieBCTBa Bep-
enp, — 3axmoun Kapu.

— Ho 3auem 370 BCE nepxarh B cekpere? — crpocuiia AKBa.
— 3aueM ObUIO IOChUIATh HECKOJILKO KOMaH]I, B KAKOM-TO «pa3-
HOOOE» ... He Jierde ObUIO I cOOpaTh OOJBINON OTPS, U...

— 9710 rouka! — ocenusno Ppes.

— Kak 310 nonnmars?

— Bor nouemy Bc€ nepxurcs B cekpeTe! — o0bsicHuI Opei.
— Ecmm undopmarus 06 3rom apredakTe TOCTHTIIA HECKOIBKUX



yIIei. .. 3a HUM MOIJIH OOBSIBUTh «TUXYIO» OXOTY Harepexnar!
U Toraa Kaxaplii ITPOK MOCTABIII CBOIO. .. pa00YyIO JIOMIA/IKY.
— Ho 3auem Takue CIIOKHOCTH, 3a4EM UM CONEPHUYATh? —
yAuBUIIaCh AKBa. — DTO ke HE TOpbl 30JI0Ta, a apTedakT, KOTo-
pbIi criacét mup!
— 3HA4UT, KTO-TO XOYET MOJYYUTh OT apTedakTa JIUYHYIO

BBITOJTY ... — MPA4YHO OTBeTHI Ppei.

— Jlymaii, 4TO roBopuIlb! — BCOBUIMI ApPTyp. — ITO Ke
CTaBUT MO yIpo3y CliaceHue uesioBevyecTna!

— Iloxoxe, 4TO TaK M €CTh. .. — 3aAyMYUBO Mporoopu Ka-

pu. — [TomHuUIIB, YTO 51 TOBOPUI TeOe O 37101esX, ApTyp?

— Her... Her-Her-Her, y Takoro mpecTyruieHus1 He MOXET
ObITh HUKAKOTO OIpaBIaHusl!

— U tem He menee. .. — niporoBopuit Kapu. — Hac ucnosns-
30BAJIM BCJIEMYIO, KaK MEIIKW Ha 4yXOW IaxmaTrHou jaocke! U
BCE — B 9TOU I'psI3HOM, CyMacOpoIHOM urpe!

BHezanHO komMnaHus B3APOrHyJia OT Pa3AaBUIMXCS CO CTOPO-
HBI OJIMHOYHBIX aIlJIOMCMEHTOB.

W3 6imkaiiinieit TeHU K HUM BBICTYITUJI MY)KUYMHA CPETHUX JIET
— TEMHBIE KECTKUE BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHbIe OaHAaHOM, rycTas Iie-
THHA, B yIIIaX 30JI0ThIe KOJIblIa ¢ camoriBeTamu. KoxaHast OpoHs
NOTeMHeJIa OT KOCTPOB M KPOBH, Ha mosice Oonrayiach cadis ¢
TEMHBIM Jie3BUeM U (Isira ¢ COMHUTEIbHBIM cofiepskumbiM. Ha
€ero Iee BUCeJ KeTOH [ b ABaHTIOPUCTOB C BHIOUTHIM HO-
MepoM e€ wieHa. OH 3eBHYJI, CTPSIXHYJI C JIULA YCTATIOCTh, IJIOT-
HYJI U3 ITy3aTOU (PJIATU U YCMEXHYJICS:



— Bbl uepTOBCKM MpaBbl... ABAHTIOPUCTHI.

Komnaunus norepsina gap peun. [lepBbim onomuuscst Aptyp.

— ®peid, 3T0 KTO? — COPOCUJT OH TIIYyTOBATO.

— A s 0TKyza 3Hal0?! — OrpbI3HYJICS TOT.

— OmH 6b11 oT Hac B nistu Metpax! Thl Xouenb cka3aTb, Thl
CBOMM XBAJIEHBIM 3JIb(PUICKUM B30POM WJIM CIIYXOM €r0 HE 3a-
mMeTmn?!

— 3amomnuu, ApTyp... — MeyieHHO nporoBopui Kapu, py-
KOU yBOJISI MOJIOZIHSIK 3a ce0si. — Krto Thl 1 uTO Tebe HyKHO?
Cynst o BceMy, Thl TOXKE aBaHTIOPUCT, Pa3 HOCUIIIb Ha ceOe xe-
TOH... 3HAUUT, HAJO MOJarath, Thl 3[€Ch PaJU 3AUMCTKU ITUX
noaszeMenui?

CopaTHMKU BOCXMILEHHO OIVISIHYJIUCh HA THOMA, IMPOJEMOH-
CTPHPOBABIIIETO 3aMevaTelIbHbIe CIIOCOOHOCTY aHATTUTHUKA.

— Tloxoxe, 3T0 TOXe KTO-TO, TOJTYUYUBIINA KBECT HA JTOObI-
yy apredakTta, — menHysJa AkBa Aptypy. ['epoil KuBHys1 el B
OTBET.

— He xoren Obl TeOs1 pa3ovapoBBIBaTh, APYr. MHI yike 00Iy-
TaJI 3TOT JIaHK, TIO3TOMY TYT JIOBUTb TeOe HEYero, — pacCTaBul
BCE TOUYKHM HaJl «r» Kapu.

BmecTo oTBeTa MyX4MHa 3aKypHII, BBITYCTUB TYCTOE 0OJIAKO
JbIMa (4eCTHO TOBOPsI, TaOaK ObLT HAMOTBPATUTEILHEUIIIErO Ka-
YecTBa).

— Mens 30ByT Pu4, — yXMbUIbHYJICSI OH. — MBI IeWCTBU-
TEJIbHO 37IECh IO TIOBOJ1Y 3a/1aHUs. . .

Boripoc, K10 310 — «MbI», 3a1aBaTh HE TPUIILIOC.



3a ero CIMHOM, B JlydaX BOCXO[SILErO COJNHIA, MOAXOAUIN
Tpoe puryp.

Jluia ux Ob XMypbl. CBOM 37I0BEIIUE TSKENBIE BIIIISIIBI
OHU HE OTBOJIMJIM OT KOMaHbl ApTypa, BHUMATEJIbHO UX U3YyyYasl.

CrnyTHMKOB HEXJIAHHOTO TOCTSI OBUIO TPOE.

3I0pOBSK-3BEPOIIO C TOJIOBOM CBMHBM KPEIKO AepXKall Of-
HOW PYKOW 3aKMHYTBIM Ha IJIEYO OIPOMHBINM JBYPYYHBIM MOJIOT.
Ero 1uivHHbBIE CBUHBIE YIITN YKPAIai KPYIJble cepbrul Oe3 yKpa-
mreHnit. Ha HEM ObLT HaJIeT pacnaxHyThIN KUJIET U3 Mexa, OOHa-
JKAIOIIUIA BHYIIUTEIbHbIE MYCKYJIbI, IIITAHBI TUTIA «XaKW» U — Ha
YIMBJICHUE — COJIIATCKUE OepIIbL.

YyTb mooAasb OT HETo MOAXOAWIIA AEBYILIKA C JIUIIOM HACTOJIb-
KO OJIEIHBIM, UTO B yTPEHHEW JAbIMKE OHa Ka3aJlaCh MEPTBEIIOM;
Ha OOKY J1Ba KOPOTKHMX Meva, ITyOOKO IMOcakeHHbIe I1a3a — U
OTKpBITasi yrpo3a B KaKI0i TOHKOW yepre. YTO-TO B HEl ObLIO
He TO... HenpuBbIuHOe. BbliiM 1 KpacHbIE I71a3a WK ypOIIUBOE
JIMLIO TOMY MTPUYMHON — HE COBCEM MOHSITHO.

[Mociemauii ObUT TOIMM, I0HBIM. EIE 0osee 10HbIM, YeM AK-
Ba. [ITMHHBII 6a1axoH, Ha 1l1ee CTPAHHBIN MyTalo1iA aMyJieT, Ha
pPEMHe uepe3 IIIeY0 3aKJIMIICOBAHHAS YEpHas KHUra. Ero naibist
TUISICAJTM BOKPYT OOJIOXKKH, a TJia3a He OTpaXaid HU CTpaxa, HU
yauBJieHUs. TOMbKO OKUIAIONIHIA, XUPYPrUI€CKU TOUHbII UHTE-
pec.

— DTO MOU CITyTHUKU, — Npooskui Pud. — Vcrepuunas
BaMmupiia AsiMe, CBUHOPbUT XaHTep, a MaJIOJIETHEro (haHaTUKa
30ByT MHCMYT. XOTUM NPENJIOKUTD CAETIKY.



— Crnenky?

— Jla. MBI IENCTBUTEIIBHO 31€Ch 32 apTE(aKTOM. . .

— W yTo THI NIpEIaraenis?

— 4 npeanaraio cieayolee, — XJIONHYJ B j1ajoum Pua. —
M#I BBIKYNMM y Bac BEIMILly, KOTOPYIO Bbl Halum B Jlabupun-
tax CmepTtu. A mOTOM Bce pa3ouaeéMcs 1o gomam. .. Heruoxoe
npeajoxexHue, a’?

ApTyp B3IpOTHYIJL

— Orkyga BbI 3HaeTe npo apredakr?!

My>kunHa He OTBETHJI — BIIpoUYeM, 1 He cooupascs. Tem Bpe-
MEHEM €r0 HAMAPHUKH MOJOUUIM OYTH BILIOTHYIO.

— Henw3g um otpaBars lemonndeckyto besnny... OHu Ka-



KME-TO CTpaHHble! — MpolenTaia Ha yxo ApTypy UCIyraHHas
AKBa.

— Di... [lpy3bs, Bbl 4ETO HA HAC BOJIKOM CMOTpUTE? — TIpO-
ropopus1 Aptyp. — Ha kakoe koposeBcTBO Bbl paboTtaere? Eciu
BaM TaK BaXHO 3aBEpIIUTH 3a/laHUE, Mbl MOXEM BMECTE JJOCTa-
BUTH ero Kopoio Bepdetipa, mim komy-HUOYIbL qpyromy. [aB-
HOe — 00eCIeunTh, YTOOB! apTehakT He I0CTAJICS B PYKH KaKo-
My-HUOYIb Herojsito! Mbl TOXXe He COBCeM MOHUMaeM, YTO Mpo-
ucxoaut Bokpyr Jlemonuueckor besnHel, HO. ..

— Aptyp, 3amomuun! — mporeaua ckBo3b 3yos! Kapu.

WHCTMHKT rHOMA HUKOTAA He NoABoAns. OH U HOBBIE «aBaH-
TIOPUCTBI» TIEPECTANIN IEBEJUTHCS, MIPUCTATBHO Oerasi rjia3amu

— QaHAIM3UPYA OpYr Ipyra.

— DTO HE aBaHTIOPUCTHI. .. — CKa3aJl THOM, HE CBOJA Va3 C
Puuya.

— Yt0? Ho KTO %€ OHM Torja?.. — BBIIVISIHY/IA U3-3a IUIeva
Aprypa Akga.

— 3710... Pa3boitnuku! — noranancs Opeit.

— CKaxX¥l CBOMM JPY3bsIM, YTOOBI OHH HE TIOIXO/IMIIN OJTviKe !
— JIOCTaB CeKUpy, rpo3Ho ckazan Kapu. — Hu mary, g ckazan!
AptedakT Mbl HE OTAAAUM, HO TOTOBBI OTIATh BECh OCTAJIbHOU
JyT nioa3eMeribst. Ham He HyXHBI TpoOIeMbl !

OcrasbHbIe HANPATIUCH U MIOTSHYJIUCh K CBOEMY OPYXKHIO.

«YT0 mpoucxoaur?» — nopymai Apryp. — «3ta 3acaja —
ycnosue kBecta? He moxoxke... OHu xe... OHM Bce nepepox-
nE€HHble! OHM HUKAaK He MOryT (pUrypupoBaTh B KBECTE. .. 3Ha-



YUT, OCTAETCA TOJBKO OOHO... OHM M3 TEX UI'POKOB, KOTOPBIE
KTYT JepeBHU M yOMBAIOT aBAaHTIOPUCTOB McroaTuika! Takmx
HasbiBaloT wteragamu! He moxer ObITh. .. f He mymait, 4To Ta-
KM€ raJbl U BIPABAY CYILIECTBYIOT...»

— Bo-niepBbIX. .. DTU rHUIBI MHE HE JIPY3bsl, — IIOMOPILUIICS
O0aHIUT. — A BO-BTOPBIX... BCE, UTO BB MOXKETe MPEITIOKHTH
HaM BMECTO apTeaKkTa — 3TO CBOU KU3HHU.

Hactynuino Hanpsix€HHOE MOJTYaHUE.

ApTyp, HaKOHel], OKOHYATEJIbHO MOHSJT — 3Ta YeTBEpKa He
CllyyaiiHble yTHUKH, U JJaKe HE aBaHTIOPUCTHI. . .

«Iioxo eno» — aymail OH. — «TOT NAPEHb HACTPOEH Ce-
pbe3HO. Ecitn Mbl oTHaqum uMm apredaxT, Hata perytanus B [1a-
Jlanpe CephEZHO YXYALIUTCS, U Harpapl 3a KBeCT He BuaaTh! [1o-
croure... O 4ém g Tonsko nymar?! g — I'epout, KoTopoMy Cyxk-
neHo nooeautb Koposst [lemonos! § morskeH 3amumars ciadbix !
4 nomxeH cnactu 310T MUp. .. [Toatomy... I He Mory oTCTYnUTD!
ApredakT ype3BblYaiHO BakeH !»

— TlocTpoeHne «HOCOPOr», — OAHUMU T'yOaMU TPOIIETITa
Aptyp.

«Hocopor» B uX KOMaH/ie 3Hauuj OIpeIesIEHHBII NOPAA0K
JeCTBUI B ciyvae okpyxeHus. OH npearnoarai 4€TKUW 1JiaH
pacripeniesieHus1 TPOTUBHUKOB MEXly WIEHAMHA KOMaH[Ibl U pac-
CpenoTOUeHHUE IO TUTOMIAIA TIPEATNonaraeMoro 0osl.

Kapu kpemnye cxan cekupy, y AKBbI COpBaJICs IIEMNOT 3allUT-
HOTro 3aKJuHaHUsI. Ppelt ObUT TOTOB B OO0 MOMEHT COPBaThCS
C MecTa.



Bce npuroToBIIIMCH K CpakeHHUIO.

Taxenad nmaysa.

— Ilouemy Bac uHTEpecyer 3TOT apredakT? — ApTyp Ibl-
TaJICs OTTSHYTh OOW XOTh HEHAJJOJITO Pa3rOBOPOM.

banaut npeicHyI.

— Hy kak xe... DT0o BeJjb TOJIBKO U3-32 HETO MBI Bac TYT Ka-
paymum. BMmecTo Toro, 4ToOBI CITyCKaThCsl B 9TU YEPTOTH CaMO-
CTOSITENIbHO, ONykJ1aTh, PUCKOBaTh. .. 3aueM oHO HaMm Hano? o
HEOCTOPOKHOCTH COPBEIIBCS B IMPOIACTh — M IOMUHAM, KaK 3Ba-
T ..

ApTyp MOEXWUIICS, BCIOMHUB, KaK CaM YyTh HE yIaJl, IPOXOJIs
1o OpeBHY B MOA3EMETIbE.

— Tak 4T0 Nerde GbUTO MPOCTO MOAOKAATH BAC 3/1€Ch, — Pa3-
B&Nn pykamu Oangut. — [la ... K Tomy ke, Mbl OaHAJIBHO He
3HAJTH, T/ie UMeHHO HaxoauTcs Jlabupuat CMepTH, TO3TOMY MBI
32 BAMU BHUMATEJILHO MPOCIIEWIN 1 JaJId BaM ClIesiaTh 3a Hac
Hairy padory.

— «Harry paboty» ... — noBtopui ero cioa Kapu. — M uto
e 310 3a padota? Ecnm Bb mommyunte JleMonnyeckyio besny, Bl
MIPOCTO MPOJaIUTe e€ HA YEPHOM pbIHKe?

— A 9710 TeOs e0aTh He JOJKHO, — OcKaicsa Puy.

CkBepHOC/IOBUE OaHAWTA PE3KO PE3aHysI0 CIyX MPUITAYHBIX
Jpy3en.

— IT10ro Hesb34 Aesath! Takoil mocTynok OyneT UMeTh OUeHb
TUTOX M€ MOCTIE/ICTBYS J1sI MUPHBIX KUTeJIe!, U BOOOIIIE [IIsl BCeX
KOpOJIeBCTB DTepa!l — 00ecrnokoeHHO cKa3aia AkBa. — Kak Bb



He noHnMaere? besnHa nomoxer mooeauTs 1eMoHoB! DTo cria-
CET MHOXECTBO JKU3HEU IPOCTBIX JIIOAEH !

CBHMHOTOJIOBBI TPOMKO PACCMESIICS OT €€ CJIOB.

— Xa! Jla koro BonHyeT Bech 3TOT cOpon? Beerna BeIKMBAIOT
TOJIBKO CHJIbHEHIME! A OocTajibHasl IIBajJb HE UMEET HUKAKOIrOo
3HayeHus1. Bcs Halla KU3Hb — 3TO CIUIOINIHAS BOMHA, U TOJIBKO
CWjia UMeeT 3HayeHue !

MHceMyT Kpenko 3agymarcs.

— 3Haemp, XaHTep, — 3ayMYMBO IPOrOBOPWI OH. — 1
BHOBb HE MOTY C TOOOW COINIaCUThCS. YeT0BeUeCTBO CIUIIKOM
HE3HAYUTEJIbHO C TOUKH 3peHusi KocMoca, mostomy j1axe Ku3Hb
CUJIbHEHIIIEro U3 Jofiei He uMeeT aOCOMOTHO HUKAKOM IEHHO-
CTH.

— Tak TBI cunTaemb, 4TO KU3HH BOOOIE He 00IaJaeT 1eH-
HOCTBIO? — OCKaJIWJICs OH. — MHe Y TaKOW pacKJjiajl HOAXOAUT!

— Her, pa3ymeercs, K13Hb KaXkJ0T0 JKUBOTO CYILIECTBA NMe-
€T ONpeesIeHHbIN Bec... B kKauecTBe mpeamMera MCCIeJOBaHu s,
— 3aayMuuBo nporosopui Mucmyr. — Hanpumep, B MO€ J10-
TOBO JEWCTBUTEIBHO OJHAX/bI MMOMAJIO HECKOJIBKO JIMI] HEBHST-
HOW HAIIMOHAJILHOCTH. .. Toraa-to, usyyast ABUKEHUE MaHbI 10O
UX BE€HaM, 51 BIIEPBbIE U 33/1aJICs 3a/1a4eid co3aarh rojieM. Tor ca-
MbIl, Pru.

bangut noéxuics.

— He HanomuHaii npo 31y xepHio, MTHCMYyT.

— 4 no cux mop He Mory Tede pocTuTh Toro qHs! Thl 3Ha-
elllb, CKOJIKO TPYIOB U CHJI OBUIO B Hero BiioxkeHo?! MHe mpu-



IIUTOCh 3aKMBO pa3fieiaTh ISTh YEJIOBEK, YTOOBI cO3/1aTh ero! A
ThI 3Haellb, KaK 3TO TPYIHO?

— Jla momeén Thl HaXyMd CO CBOMMH rojemamu! — paccep-
auicst Puy, rpy0o yaapyB HEKpoMaHTa B 4emocTb. — MHe Ha-
cpaTb Ha TBOM dKCNIEpUMEHThI! MeHs1 MHTEpEeCYET TOJIbKO Harpa-
na 3a aptehakT, KOTOPBIF MBI JIOCTABAM 3aKa3uuKy. Ecim Ol He
['BO31b, 51 OBI BaCc BceX yKe JaBHO 3apbll B Morujiax. Bel Tpoe
TOJIBKO JIEMICTBYETE MHE HA HEPBBI.

— Kakas xe T Mpa3b, Puu... — nporosopun MHcmyT, 10-
TUpPasi 4eJI0CThb. JIMIIO ero He BhIpaxano HUKAKuX smouuid. OH
CMOTpeJI CJIOBHO Kyja-TO BrIIyOb ce0Os1. — Tebe coBepiieHHO
IUIEBATh HA HAYKY...

— CBonoun, — MpadHo ckazan Ppeu, st Ha HUX UCTION-
J00BS1.

— ...Yto y Hux 3a punococdus? Hukorna nomoOHbIX Belen
He crablmnana. .. Jlaxe or moaienoB u pa300WHUKOB. .. — HUCITY-
raHHO MPOroBopuia AKBa.

ApTYp HanPsKEHHO MOTYAJL.

«Jla KTO OHU, YEPT BO3bMHU, TaKKe. .. VIX pa3roBopsl, ux oopas
MBICJIEH. .. DTO yXKe CIUILIKOM JIaxke JJIs1 CAMbIX OMEP3UTEIbHbIX
3nofeeB dtepal» — Mymall OH, HEPBHO CAEpKUBas Mey.

— Hy naBaute yxe, Bpema — neHsru. OtnaBaure apredaxr,
¥ 3a0y/IeM PO STOT MHIIUIEHT... — OPOCHII OKYPOK Ha 3eMJTIO
Puu.

— Huxorpa, yomoaku! — BOCKIUKHYJ APTyp, 0OHakKast KJTH-
HOK. — MpI aBanTIOpUCTHL. .. Het! Mb1 —repon! ¥V Hac ectb muc-



CHsI — 3aIUTHTD 3TOT MUp! [To3TOMY KaKkuM-TO GaHIMTaM HacC He
3aryratb! Bam HyxeH apredakt? Hy tak ngure u Bozpmure!!!

dpeii BMecTe ¢ OCTaTbHBIMU BOCXUIIEHHO OIJISIHYJICS HAa HETO
u gocran opyxue. Komanga BocrnpsiHyaa 1yXoM, PUTOTOBUB-
IIUCh BCTYNUTH B OO.

Henenasi ynpiOka MrHOBEHHO crion3nia ¢ ymna Oanauta. OH
ABUHYJICS TIepBbiM. O1ypMaHeHHbIN TA0AKOM 1 XMeJIeM, OH TTpO-
BEJI THUTHOI CTOPOHOM JIAJIOHU TIO BCHIOTEBIIIEMY JIOY.

— Hy BoT nmovemMy cpeay aBaHTIOPUCTOB TOYTH He ObIBAET
BMEHSEMBIX JIIOJEH ?.. — HAUTPAHHO-PA3/10CaJI0BAHHO MTPOTOBO-
pui1 oH. — Ilpuaércs Bac youTs.

— Tlocnymait, Te1! — nponomxkan ['epoir. — A — Aprtyp,
I'epoii u3 I'mibauu ABanTiopucToB! U 51 HE 1O3BOIMIO. . .

— HenaBuxy... — npepsai ero Puu BHe3arHo nocypoBes-
M rosnocom. Ero rnaza Haauiauch KpoBbIO, a B3I OOpEN
HEXOpOIIHUi OroHeK. — ¢ yOblo TeOs1 MeIeHHO, U OOJIe3HEHHO,
['epoii. Tel Oyzenib CMOTPETh Ha TO, KAK YMHUPAIOT TBOU JPY3bs,
M TyMath, yMaTh O CBOEH CJ1a0OCTH, U O TOM, KaKOH ke ThI TY-
TMOTOJIOBBIN, 3a3HABIIUICS JUJIETAHT!

OH caesnan HECKOJIBKO YIPOKAIOIIMX 111aroB BIEPEL.

ApTyp OT HEOXHMIAHHOTO Haropa OaHIUTa BBICTABWII TIepell
coOol Med, YNEPIINCh UM MY B IIIEIO.

— He nonxonu! Hu ¢ mecra! — Bckpuyai ['epon.

Puu 6yaro Obl U He crblian. Pa30oiHUK HAMEpeHHO caesal
elnIe mar Briepe;1, ynupasch ropjioM B ero med. I1o 6esoi pyoari-
ke Prya noreksa crpyiika TEMHOU KPOBH OT IPOKOJIOTOU OCTPH-



€M Meua paHbl.

— bei, cyka, ecm Xouellb KuTh, — Ipormnest Pud.

— Yr0?.. — onemmi ['epon.

— 4 6e3opyxen! Pyou, u Toraa y Baieid KOMaH 1l MOSIBUTCS
IIaHC BHICTOSITh MTPOTUB MoMX yomonkos! Hy e, moka st He mie-
penymait! Yoei MeHs, ceiiyac ke! — ¢ SIPOCThIO BBITIAJIAII OH.

— Tl ytO, ncux?.. — orcrynui Apryp Ha 1mar Hazang. — 51
He CTaHy yOuBaTh yesioBeKa!

— Yro, kuiIka ToHKa? — ycMexHyscs Pud, npononkas Ha-
nvparb Ha I'epos.

— Kaxnas ku3Hb CBsIlIIEHHA! — C BBI30BOM OTBETWI APTYp.
— 41 HY 32 YTO He JMIIY KU3HU HUKOI'O U3 IIPEACTaBUTENEN pa-
3yMHBIX pac Drtepa! Kakvmu Obl yygoBUIIAMY OHU HU ObUTH !

HeoxnpanHo — mur, 1 cOOECEHUK MCUE3 B TEMHOM JIBIMHOMN
BCIIBIIIIKE ¥ BHOBb MOSIBUWICS B CJIEAYIONIYIO CEKYHAY 3a CIIMHOM
Aprtypa.

«Yro?! TenenoprrpoBasicsa?» — TONBKO U YCIIEN MOAyMAaThb
ApTyp, ipexe 4yeM pedieKChl CpadoTaITH.

Aptyp IEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY, HO OBLIO TO3JTHO.

— Cnabak! — psaBkHys Puu, nocraBas opyxue.

Cabnst pa3pesana BO3yX U, TIOYTH MEKAY JIEJIOM, TTPOBeEa
ryOoKyIo 60po3my no Oenpy Aprypa.

Aptyp 3axpunen, cxkaj paHy. [lonbiTka ygaputh OOHaKEH-
HBIM MEYOM B OTBET HE yBE€HYaJach ycrexoM — Puy yxe ornps-
HYJ Ha3aj.

— KJIMHOK OTpaBJieH... — KPUBO YXMBUIbHYJICS OH. — 7



TeOs1 He YObET, HO C KakKIOW CeKyHJIoN OH OyneT OJIOKUpOBaTh
TBOIO SHEPTUIO ¥ MaHY, BBI3bIBasl Y T€O0s1 CKOBAHHOCTD JIBUKEHHIA.
Bcero yepes napy MUHYT Thl COBEPIIEHHO HE CMOKEIIb JBUTATh-
csi! AX J1a, emié OH BBI3BIBAET BEChbMA CUJIbHYIO OOJIb...

ApTyp pOCTOHAJI, BRIPOHUB MEU.

— Apryp!!! — BckpukHym Ppert u AkBa.

Kapu punyiics 3ammmars gpyra. OH HOIHSII CEKMPY HAl Io-
JIOBOM — U TYT XaHTep pa3MaxHYJICA U yAapuIl ABYPyUYHbIM MO-
JIOTOM Ha olepexeHue. Bcero ogHUM JIETKUM JIBUKEHUEM T10-
CJIE[IHAM BOIHAJ MOJIOT THOMY B XMBOT, TaK, 4TO y TOTO Iepe-
XBaTWJIO JbIXaHWE M TpecHyau gocnexu. OH omieren K cKaie,
XPpHUIIs, HO, BCE paBHO HE yIaB, ONEPCs Ha CBOIO CEKUPY, XBaTas
PTOM BO3/yX.

— Kapu! — ¢ xpukom nozpdexana Kk Hemy AKBa, aKTUBHPO-
BaB MCLEJISIONIYIO CHOCOOHOCTb.

['naza Puya u ®@pes BcrpeTminch. ®peit, cxap 3yObl, BCKUHYT
JyK.

— TonbKo monpoOy¥i MONONUTH! — PSBKHYJ OH, U BHICTPEITIIL.

Puy otéun crpeny cabiei, CIOBHO OTMaxHYBIIUCh OT MY-
xu. I[TpocBUCTEB 33A0PHYI0 MEJIOAMIO, OH IJ1a3aMU YKa3al 371bdy
B CTOPOHY CBOMX ToBapwilei. ®dpeir 0OepHYJICSI B CTOPOHY €ro
B3IVIs1/1a ¥ yBUzE, uto MIHCMYT yke Opocaer B Hero TEMHoe 3a-
KJIMHAHE.

— Dnement Cmeptu: Cepa PaznoxkeHusi, — mpousHec TOT
Y METHYJI 3aKJIMHAHKE.

Crycrok TbMbI BeICTpeui B rpyabp @pes. [locneanuit otnpsi-



HYJI Ha3a/1, HO ObLIO MO3/IHO — TUIETh Maruu BhiBeJIa U3 CTPOSI €0
PYKY, MTHOBEHHO 00pa3ysl rHreHue. B rma3ax ambga MelnbKkHY-
71 OeCCUsIbHBIN yxkac U oTdasiHre. OH U3[aJl YKacCHBIN BOIUIb,
CXBATUBIINCH 32 PA3JIATAIOUIYIOCs PYKY.

— AkBa! AkBa, cioma! — B3BBUI OH.

— becnone3no, — nporoBopui MHCMYT 1OYTH BEKIUBO. —
JledeHre He OCTaHOBUT TMPOLIECC THUEHUS TUIOTH.

«Yrto?! ®pes... Ogaum 3akmHaHueM?! YV 316G 0B MOBbIIIEH-
HbII UMMYHUTET K mMarudeckuMm atakam! Kak Takoe BO3MOX-
HO?!» — mpoHOCWIIOCh B rosniose I'epos.

ApTtyp nbiTasics Bcrath. Ha ero rimazax BHICTYNWIIM CIE3bI, HO
OH 3aKMypHBaeTcs 1 6epeT cedst B pyKu. Best BHyTpeHHsIs1 BOJs,
BCE €ro MPOKAYKH, YOeXKJeHUs U TPOIILIOe — WX UCTOPHS TPO-
CTO HE MOXET 3aKOHUYMTHCA BOT Tak! CKBO3b 00JIb, CIE3BI U OT-
yasiHUe OH BUEJ TOJIBKO AKBY: €€ PYKH, CBET/IbIE BOJIOCHI, CBET
B €€ I71a3aX — BCE, YTO ObLJIO CMBICIIOM €ro ku3Hu B dtepe. U
Ipy3bsl...

— 41 nmomkeH 3amMTUTH UX! — KPHUKHYJ 1po ceds ApTyp,
MOJHUMAsICh HA MEYe.

— He 00 3TOM THI IOJIKEH ceiuac 1ymaTh, — pa3jalics C3aau
rosioc Puua. — TbI 1 ce0A-TO 3AILUTUTH HE B CHJIaX !

W3pmaB sSipoCTHBIN BOIUTb, APTYp, OOEPHYBIIKCH, YIAPHI Ha-
OTMalllb.

[MoneTenu UCKpel OT yaapa Meva o cadJio.

Puu (pexroBan ymeno, Ho Aptyp He ycrynai. [IBoe 3akpyxku-
JIUCh B CMEPTEJIBHOM BHUXPE KJIMHKOB, HE OTCTyNasi APYyr Mepes



apyrom. Pud nmonpo6oBast 3acTaTh €ro BpacIijiox, TelIenopTUpo-
BaBIIMCH [ epoio 3a criuHy — TieTHo! ApTyp ObUI TOTOB.

Xantep nopoméen onmxe. C IpOCTHBIM BOILJIEM TO/IJICUEHHBIN
Kapu nogHsiics, OTTONKHYJ AKBY OT CTPAILHOTO yAapa MOJIOTOM
U, TIepexXBaTHB CEKUpPy 0OEUMHU pyKaMu, HAHEC yaap IO rojioBe
3BEPOJIIOAA.

YynoBuIe ¢ roloBov CBUHBU YKJIOHUJIOCH JIMIIIB B [TOCJIETHUI
MOMEHT — y/1ap MpHUILETCs 110 KacaTeJbHOM, OCTaBUB HA €ro I1ie-
K€ 3aMEeTHBIN KPOBOTOYAIIMI IIpaM. XaHTep 3JI0BEIIE YXMbLIb-
HYJICSI, TIOUYBCTBOBAB BKYC COOCTBEHHOW KPOBH, U 3aMaxHYJICS
MOJIOTOM BHOBb.

['HOM C TpyIOM BbIIEpKaJl aTaKy, MOCTaBUB OJIOK.

3nopaacTByoliee pbiyio XaHTepa MpUOIU3UIOCH K €ro JIUILY.

— Bor 310 X0pomas cxBarka! — npopsryas oH. — Mou yna-
PBI TABHO Y’ke HUKTO He Omokuposan! A Thl cuinau! [Tokaxu Beg,
YTO MOX€EIIb, KOPOTHIIIKA!

OH OTTOJIKHYJ THOMA, BkKaB TOro B CTeHy. Kapu Tonbko u
yCIEJI, 4TO YKJIOHUTBCS OT OYEPEAHOTO yAapa — MOJIOT ITTyXO yAa-
PWICS O CTEHY, OTKOJIOB MHOKECTBEHHBIE OCKOJIKH CKAJIBI.

«Ortcrynarp Hekyna» — nogymait Kapu u, B3peBeB, Opocusics
Ha XaHTepa C CEKUpOW HarepeBec.

®peli MENJIEHHO CITyCKAJICS IO CTEHE BHU3, UCTEKasl THUJIOU
KpoBblo. K HeMy BIutoTHYI0 nogoméen MuemyT, ¢ nHTepecoM pas-
[JISAbIBAs €r0 paHy.

— Xw... Kakoit unrepecusiii a¢ppext. Ckaxu, y 371b(oB ecTh
MMMYHHUTET K pasnoxkeHuto? Takas peakad paca... Jaxe B 3a-



OporienHo bubnuoreke st He cMOTr cOOpaTh XOTh CKOJIb-HUOYb
CYIIIECTBEHHYIO MH(OPMAIIHIO O BallieM Opare.

— V... Yomonok. .. — npoxpunen Ppeil.

— Buaumo, ectb, pa3 TBOsI pyKa BCE elé Ha MecTe. Y 0ObIu-
HOT'O YeJIOBeKa OHa OBl yKe pa3JioKIIach HA KOCTU U KYCKH TIO-
4. Hago 31o 3anmcarp B KHUTY. ..

— SnemeHt Cgera: O3apsonmi Jlyu!

Benbimka cBera 3actaBuia MHCMyTa OTCTYnUTh OT J0OMBa-
HUs1 Bpara.

— Oro¥iiy OT Hero, YOIMoIoK | — BCKpPHUKHYJIA Tpoxarias AK-
Ba.

MHcMyT HenoHMMaIolIe MpOMOPrajics U MOHSJI, YTO OCJIEIL.

— Xa! Hy kak Te6e, cBonous?! HpaBurcsa? EmeE Heckonbko
MUHYT Thl HE CMOXEIIlb HUYETrO Pa3mJisIETh MOCTIe MOETO 3aKJIH-
HaHus!

— AkBa, He B3ayMaii! OH Tebe He 1o 3y0am! — BBIKpUKHYJ
Kapu, orOrBast ouepeqHylo aTaky XaHTepa.

— I mouTH 3aKkOHYMIIA ¢ HUIM ! — TIOOEJOHOCHO OTBeTHIa AK-
Ba. — neMedT JIpga: Jlenanoe Kormpé!

Jlensnoe 3aknmHaHue noneteno B MIHCMyTa, OHAKO HEKpo-
MaHT B TOT %€ MUl aKTUBUPOBAJ 3alIUTHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE U Ma-
PUPOBAJI OTBETHOW Maruemu:

— Dnement Cmepru: Cdepa Paznoxkenusl.

«Yto?! OH... HeBo3moxHO!» — ycrena moagymaTh AKBa,
YBOpaAuMBasiCh OT CTPAIIIHON aTaKu.

Bospewms. Emé mons cekyHmsl — u AKBY kJasia Obl y:KacHast



yuacts Ppes.

Hecmotpst Ha TO, YTO B acCOpPTHMEHTE AKBBI ObLJIO MHOKECTBO
3alIUTHBIX 3aKJIMHAHWK, OHA He OblJIa YBepeHa, YTO UMEHHO U3
Marm4ecKux UCKYCCTB ObLJIO Obl CIOCOOHO MPOTUBOCTOSTH DJie-
MeHTy Cmeptu. OHa 3Hasa, 4To 3TOT JIEMEHT IO3BOJIST KOHTPO-
JIMPOBATh HEKUTD ¥ TIOHUMATH MTPUCITYKHUKOB. .. HO 4T0OBI OH
MOT aTakoBaTh U 3amminaTh? C TaKUMU TPOABUHYTHIMU TEMHBI-
MU UCKYCCTBAMU OHA CTOJIKHYJIACh BIIEPBBIE.

— Kak?! Uro npoucxonut?! Thl nomkeH ObL1 ocienHyTh! Kak
Thl HACTOJIbKO TOYHO METHYJI B MEHS 3aKJjsATre? !

WNHcemyT yeMexHyics.

— Ectb y MeHs ma3za wim HeT... Most ocobast criocoOHOCTb
— YYBCTBOBaTb aypy CUJIbHBIX MaroB. OT Te0st IpsIMO HECET 3iie-
MEHTaMH CBeTa U Jbaa! MHe He cocTaBisieT TpyAa B TeOs lie-
JIUThCSL.

— A... AkBa... — xpunen Ppeir, ¢ TPyIOM TSAHYBUIMCh K
AKBe 3[1J0pOBOI PyKOW.

Y ®pes HaunHaiics kap. [1a3a riyOboKo BHasiv, MOSIBIIIUCH
TEMHBIE KPYT¥ BOKPYT IJ1a3.

— ®peid... — €O ce3amMu Ha I71a3ax, npouentana AKBa.

— MHe oueHb kajib! — uckpeHnHe B3monuicsa Macmyrt. — B
KauyecTBe KOMITCHCAIIMH s1 MOTY O0eIaTh, YTO 5 CIENAI0 U3 €ro
TeJIa BLICOKOYPOBHEBYIO HEKUTH !

AKBa MOI4Ya, MEJJIEHHO MTOBEPHYJIACh B €70 CTOPOHY.

— Thr... Kak T MOXelIb. .. YTO ThI 32 4ygoBHILE? | — BCKPU-
Yajia OHa B TIOJyOe3yMuH.



— 9710 HOpMaIbHO. OH B 11€JI0OM TPOHYTHI Ha BCIO TOJIOBY,
— 0e3yJacTHO cKa3zaia AsiMe, CTOsIIIAst HEMOJAIEKY, 0 CUX IOp
He MpUHUMAIoNIast yyacTus B cpaxkeHuu. Eil ceituac Obu1 Oosblie
UHTEpeceH COOCTBEHHbI MAaHUKIOP, YeM MTPOUCXOISIIMIA OOil.

— A 1B mouemy Oe3neiicTByenib?! — Bckpuyaga AKBa,
BCIIOMHUB O ;KeHIIMHe. — Thl pa3Be He I0JKHA IOMOraTh CBOEU
KoMaHae?

— A pasBe B 3TOM eCcTh HEOOXOIUMOCTh? — BCKHHYJIa OpPOBb
AsiMe, KUBHYB Ha TOBapuIillel AKBBI.

Ona oGepHyIach.

Caons1 6necHyna, oropocuB Med Aptypa. Pud muyin Horoi ['e-
posi, cOMB ¢ HOT. BaHIUT 3aMaxHyscs Ha Oe30pYKHOTO. ..

— He napo!!! — kpukHyna AKBa, METHYBIIMCh K HEMY, U
TYT K€ aKTUBHPOBAJIa 3aKJIMHaHUe. — DeMeHT Jlpna: JlensaHoe
Komnne!

3aKJIMHaHUe COPBAJIOCH C €€ PYK U MOJIETENO0 B CTOPOHY Puya.
OH pa3BepHyJICs K Hel, 3aMETUB MaruecKMi KacT U BbICTABUJI
BIIEPEN CBOI0 CBOOOIHYIO PYKY.

— SnemeHT Orusa: Ornenssi [urt, — npousHéc Puy.

Jlensinoe 3akimHaHMe pa3ousoch o cepy OrHsi, BOSHUKIIYIO
BOKpYT Puua.

— AkBa, ocTopoxkHO! OH BJ1aieeT OTHEHHBIM JIEMEHTOM | —
BCKpUYaJl ApTyp, OHUMAsi CBOM MeY.

— Buxy! — otBernna ona. — Ho 10 Moero ypoBHs eMy [l1a-
neko! Ero ocHOBHOM KJj1acc — BOMH WM accacuH. [oatomy oH He
MOXeT OBITh CO MHOM Ha OJHOM ypPOBHE Marm4ecKkoro Macrep-



crBa!

— Her, Akga, c3agu! — B3momuics ApTyp ¢ 0e3bICXOTHO-
CTBIO B IVIa3axX.

Omna oOepHyach.

— Dnement Cmepru: Iornomenue dymm, — xoyogqHo npo-
n3HEC THCMYT, IPOTSAHYB PYKH BIIEPEN M CMOTPs HA AKBY HEMH-
TralonMM MPUCTAILHBIM B3MJISOM UCHOIO0bS, XOTsI OH U Bpe-
MEHHO OCJIETI.

3eJIEHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE COPBAJIOCH C €r0 PYK U MOHECIIOCh B €€
cropoHy. Bpems 3amenmiocs. OHa cMoTpena, Kak mpuoOImKa-
eTcs €€ CTpalllHasl, My4UTeJIbHAs CMEPTb. . .

BHesanHo niepe HeW BO3HMK ClIEJIABIIUI MOCJIEIHUM PhIBOK
ycrsueM Bonu Ppeid, 3acTIOHUB €€ COOO0M.

— HET!!! — 3akpuyasa oHa.

3aknmnHanue onyTaino Ppes. Inbd U3aa yKacaolyun BOILIb
U, yIaB, 3a0WJICS B KYTKMX MTPEACMEPTHBIX KOHBYJIbCHSIX.

— ®peit!!! — 3akpuyanu apy3bs.

W3 ero pra oOMIBHO MONMMIIACH KenTast neHa. [71a3a snbda 3a-
KATWJIACh BBEPX. Ero BeHbl B3AYJIMCh U HAJIWIIUCh 3€JIEHOBATHIM
LIBETOM.

WHeMyT goctan U3 MHBEHTAps M NOJHSI HaJl CBOEH T0JI0BOM
TEMHBIA KpucTaJul. Aypa Ppes crana Bunumon. Kpucramn cran
«3acacplBaTh» €ro aypy, OTUYEro Hayaja CBETUThCS BCE OOJIbIIE 1
6onbliie. HakoHell, OH 3acHsis1 COBCEM SIpKO, KOT/ja aypa UCCAKIIA.

dpeit npekpaTr1 OUTHCS B KOHBYJIbCHSIX.

AxBa nopdeskana Kk Ppero 1 nonbITasiach BBUIEYUTh CBOUM 3a-



KJIMHAHKUEM.

— Opeit! Dpen!!! Ioxanyicra, He ymupan! Mbl eme tak
MHOTO He ycnienu caenarb! [oxanyicra!!!

— becnonesHo. {1 yxe 3akiounn ero ayily B Kpucrauie, —
OTCTPAHEHHO-CITIOKOMHO TTpoMosiBrII HCMYT.

— Tl HE YEJIOBEK. .. — OTCTPAHEHHO, HE BEPA B PEAJIbHOCTD
TIPOUCXOMIAIIIETO, JIeATHBIMU rybamu mporrenTtana Akea. — Kak
Thl Mor... ®peid Bcerga 3anminan MeHs. OH Bceraa Mpuxoauns
KO MHE Ha TIOMoIIIb, He aymasi o cede! KTo man Tebe mpaBo Tak
XJIaJHOKPOBHO yOMBaTh Joei ?!

— BbI camu BUHOBATHI, — X0JI0IHO OTBeTw 32 IHCMyTa Pru.
— Ilpocro cnenoBasno otaath MHe apredakT. Bel He mpoaHanu-
3UPOBAM MPOTUBHUKA U PEIIVIIN, YTO, pa3 Bbl «OOPIIbI 32 CIIpa-
BE/IJIMBOCTD», TO TIOOEUTE TPH JIIOOOM packJjiaje?

— Tbl — MoHCTp! — Bckpuyasia AkBa B ciie3ax. — Bl Bce
MOHCTpbI! Bac MHTEpeCyIoT TOIbKO 1eHbIU !

— 3TO He TaK. 3a OCTAJIbHBIX TOBOPUTH He cTa”y. Ho MHe —
TJIeBaTh HA JEHbIU.

— Torna 3auem?.. 3a uto norud Ppei?!

— 370 3HaHUE, IeBOYKa, TeOe yKe He MoHaA00uTCsA. MeHs
TOIIHUT yXe OT Balllell HANBHOCTU U OECKOHEUHBIX OJarux Ha-
MepeHHiA, — CYXO OTpe3ayi OaHIWT, paccyxaast OyaTo Obl cam ¢
coOoii. — Bul gymaete, 310 s1 MoHCTp? Her! MoHCTpoB poskaa-
10T IMEHHO TaKue, Kak Bbl. TYIOrosoBble MOAPOCTKU, KOTOPbIE
HaBEPHSIKA 3HAIOT, YTO U KaK BCE OKPYKAIOIIME TOJKHBI 1E/1aTh!
Takue Bce u3 cebs1, cocTpasarenbHble U HeBUHHBIE. .. K coxa-



JICHUI0, WM K CYACTHIO, YTOOBI YEJIOBEK OCTABAJICS UEIOBEKOM,
OH JOJIKEH CTpajaTth. BOT 1 Bac 3aBena 1opora NpyKJIIOYEHUH K
CBOeMy Oecc/TaBHOMY KOHITY. ..

— Jla uto ThI BOOOIIIE Hecelllb?! — BCKPUKHYT ApTYp, Jenas
ouepeIHON Oe3yCrelTHbIN BbIAa].

— He nymaio, 4to BBl NOMMeETe, — MPOJOJIKAJ CIIOKOWHO To-
BOpHTH OAHIUT, OTOMBAsE OecCMBICIIeHHYIO aTaky ['eposi. — B
BOOOIIE MaJIo YTO IOHMMaeTe B 3TOW kU3HU. B Bac HeT cBOOO-
Il .. TTogmuHHON cBOOONBL. A YTO KacaeMo Balllero MepTBOIO
apyra... Yro x... JIoOpo nmoxkanoBarh B peabHOCTh, JETUIIIKH.
Hu onun Mup — Oyap To 3eMJist WM DTep — He CO3JaH U3 pa-
QYT ¥ po30BbIX MOHU. OH HAIOJHEH Y)XacHbIMM Bewamu... U
camoe B HEM YyxacHoe... 1o Mbl camu. He Bepuib? Xouemb
NOCMOTpETb, Kak IHCMYT Ha TBOMX IJIa3ax celvac TPaxHeT TeJlo
anbda?

— 21! 4 ne Hekpodumia! — 0OUTIMBO BOCKIMKHYT MHCMYT.
— 41 61 3a0paJt ero TeNo AT UCCIIeAOBAaHUs, HO MOE 3aKJIMHA-
Hue, Cdepa Paznoxenus, o4eHb CKOpO MPEBPATUT €ro TeJO B
THUIOIILYIO JIYXKY. ..

— 3amonuure!!! — sipocTHO B3peBesa AKBa, 3aJIMBasICh Clie-
3aMU U TBITASICh 3aTKHYTH YIIIH, JIUIIb Obl HE CIIBIIIATH BCEX TUX
OTBPATUTEJILHBIX CJIOB O CBOEM Jipyre. — DnemeHT JIpaa: Ctpys
Xonona!

Puu napupoBan MrHOBEHHO.

— DnemeHT OrHs: [Ipixanue JIpakoHa.

Crpys xonona AKBBI U IbIXaHUe ApakoHa Puya pazouBatorcs



JpyT O Apyra, He OfIEP:KUBast BepX.
— Axksa! Bern! — npoxpunen Kapu, 3ax1€0b1Basich KPOBBIO.
['HOM CTOsT Ha YeTBEpPEeHbKAX, JIEpKach 3a CJIOMaHHbIE PEO-

pa. Ero okpoBaBneHHasi pacTpénanHasi 0opojia BOJIOUMIACH MO

rpsi3HO# 3emuie. OH MbITAJICS MOI3TH MPOYb OT MPOTUBHUKA 110

HarpapjieHuIo K AkBe. XaHTep, CMaKyss MOMEHT C MHCTUHKTOM

’KECTOKOTO OXOTHHKA, MEJUIEHHO MPUOINKAJICA K HEMY C3a/IU.
— Kapu! lepxwuch!!! — 3axn€opiBasch puliaHUAMH, M0Oe-

’KaJjla eMy HaBCTpeuy AKBa, HO, YK€ U3PSIIHO BbIJOXHYBIIUCH OT

YacTOro UCTOIb30BaHU S 3aKJIMHAHUM, YTIaia HAaB3HUYb.

— Her, Axsa! INoxanyiicta, 6eru orciona! — xpumnen Kapu,
3Hasl, YTO XaHTep YKE 3aMaxXMBaETCsl HA HErO CBOMM OIPOMHbBIM
MOJIOTOM.

— Jlypa, Tbl XOTh ONpeAeInCh, KOMY Thl ToMoraeiis! Hesb-
351 OBITh OJIMHAKOBO JJOOPOW JIaXKe IO OTHOIIECHUIO K JPYy3bsiM —
MHaye HUKOMY HE NOMOJKelllb! — pa3apak€HHO cka3an Puu. —
W naxe He BUAMIIB TJIABHOTO. .. DTO TeOe HY)KHA MOMOIIIb, a He
um!

Omna oOepHyach.

— Dnement Orxs: Ipixanue Jpakona!

— Her! AkBa! — B3peBen Apryp.

[MpuGmmxatonmiics: cTond MIaMeHn — MOCIeiHee, YTO BUjie-
Ja AkBa.

— ApTyp... — OlleneHeB, OIHUMU T'y0amMu MpoU3Heca Je-
BYIIIKA, CMOTPsl, KaK Ha HEE€ HABUTAeTCsA CMEPTh. 3BYKHU 3aTUX-
. — Cracu. ..



3aKJMHaHUE OKYTaJIO JEBYIIKY, 3ACTABUB €€ BHIKPUKHYTh I10-
CleJJHUE KPUKH yKkaca U OOJIH.

— AKBA!!! — poHnsist cnésbl, pBaHyi K Hel ApTyp, HO U3-3a
paHbI TYT K€ YNABIIMN HA3EMb.

— [To3aH0, — 06e33MOoIMOHAIBHO cKa3asl Pud. — Eii He BbI-
KWTh. 51 OBUT TOTOB JIaTh €l IIaHC, HO OHA peluia uHave. .. Ha-
BEpHOE, OHa Aae JIIoOWIa KOro-To U3 Ballel KOMIIaHuu. .. Bo3-
MOXHO Jjake, 4To Te0s, ApTyp.

— 3ATKHUCB!!! MPA3b!!! MPA-A-A3b! HE IIPO-
HIY!!! — ucrepuyHo Kpryan ApTyp, MEAJIEHHO IOAHUMASICh HA
HOT'H.

— O? Tsl MOXeIIb BCTaTh? — ¢ UHTEPECOM MporoBopuii Puuy,
oOpaTuB Ha Hero cBo€ BHUMaHue. — JleiicTBue sija. .. Heyxenu
Thl €T0 UTHOPUPYEILLIb?

— A-A-All

I'epoit ©31aBa HEUEJIOBEUECKUE KPUKH.

Bcs ero sipocts, Best 0071b, BCE €ro eCTECTBO KpUJalio B 0e3yM-
HOM TOpBIBE.

«9TU TBAPU... YBbIO! BCEX [TOKPOMCAIO TTPSIMO
3IECh I CEMYAC!!!» — peBes ero BHyTPEHHHIA Tojoc.

Puu 3a1yMunBO poroBOpu:

— YectHo roBops, 5 il couyBcTBY... Ho ckaxu cracu6o,
YTO OHA yMepJia MouTH 4to 6e3 Mmyuenuil. U e nocranace Uuc-
MYTY, KaK Mpoluias Haiia 1o0b4a. .. [la. ’HcMyT y Hac — napeHb
TakoW... Y Hero c¢ OamiHerd He Bc€ B mopsiake. Ho uro genars?
[Mpuxomutcs Teprets. OH noneseH. Tebe ke MpUXOauIoch Tep-



IIETh CBOETO 3TOrO0... Ppesd. Bor u g tepruno MHCmyTa, Kak Th
CBOETO YHIACTOrO JIpyra.

— AX Tbl VYBJIIOJOK... M3IEBAENILCA HAIO
MHOI?!

Aypa Bokpyr Aprypa Hakanuiack. HecMotpst Ha Oonb 1 1eid-
CTBHE sI71a, OH HaIlleJl B ceOe CUIIBI BCTATh.

— I'epovickuii [Ipenen. .. PacKpbITh! — akTMBUPOBAJI OH CEK-
peTHyIo criocodHocTh ['epost.

— Oro... YV T1eddg yT0, Alla NOABWINCH? — HACMEILLINBO
cripocut ero Puu.

— A-A-All

ApTyp MOAHSI Med M C HEUCTOBOHM sIPOCThIO OpOCHJICS Ha
Puua.

— Oro! [la o1 1 Bopsimb ['epoit! Vike Moxeni» ncnoiab30BaTh
reporckoe MpoOyKAeHUE «U3 MOCIEIHUX CHID» 7

— 3arkuucek! Tol youn moux npy3seii! 4 atoro... He mpory!

ApTtyp 3amaxuBaeTcs — yaap 3a yaapoM, ofHako Puy napupy-
€T €ro aTaku.

— Becrnone3no, naran. Mex 1y Hamu CIMIIKOM OOJIbIast pas-
HUIIA.

— D10 MBI e1tie TocMoTpuM! DTy aTaky Tede He OTIOKUPOBATH!
Cnoco6nocts 'epost: I'eporickuit Yoap! CIJOXHN!!!

Puy ynbiOHyCS.

— O-o0... ThI yke ycries1 BBly4uTh 3TOT IIPUEM. . .

ApTyp 3aMaxuBaercH. . .

VYnap!



...¥Yaap ObUl OCTaHOBJIEH OJIOKOM, KOTOPBIM MocTaBui Puu
CBOE# cabnei.

ApTtyp ObLT 0OECKypakeH TUM (DaKTOM.

Bc€ ocranoBuiiock. 3Byku 3atuxiau. Aptyp u Pud tak u cro-
SUIA, 3aMEPEB B HEMOM MOJTYaHUU, C IEPEKPEIIEHHbIMU MEYaMH.

Puu cmotpen ¢ Bei3oBOM Ha mosoaoro ['epos, a cam ['epon. ...
paccesiHHO CMOTpsl Tiepen co0oil pac)OKyCMPOBAHHBIM B3IJIS-
JIOM, e/IBa IIeBeJIII ry0aMu, MPOrOBOPUB:

— K... Kak?! Ilouemy?.. — mientay OH, MbITasiCh OCO3HATh
npousorneaee. — ['eporckui yaap He MOKET OTPa3UTh HUKTO!
Huxkro, kpome... Kpome...

CrpaiHas gorajaka nosepria I'epost B 1poxb.

— Jla, — xuBHYJ1 Puu. — Thl BCE NpaBUIbHO MOHSJ. DTy
Cnoco6HocTh ['epost He MOXET OTPa3UTh HUKTO, KPOME JIPYyroro
I'epos.

Puy BbIXBATUJT BTOPOW PYKOW KUHXKa U ObICTPO yaapui Ap-
Typa B JKMBOT 10 MEHbILIEN Mepe JecsaTh pa3. I'epoil, He Beps B
coOCTBEHHOE MOPaXeHUE, BRIPOHMII U3 PYK CBO MeU U Me/IJIeH-
HO a1 Ha KoseHo. Jlyxa KpoBu moj HUM ObICTpa pocia B pas-
Mepax, pacrnon3asich BCE OOJIbIIIE.

— Bor u koHen, — noapiTo:kui Puy, onycTuBiIvch niepes
HUM Ha KOJIEHO U TIOJIOKUB €My PYKY Ha IUIEYO.

On cxBarui ['epost 3a TOIOOPOIOK KPEMKON XBAaTKOM, M CKa-
3aJ1 eMy Ha yXo:

— [locmoTpu Ha CBOMX JApY3€H.

— Her... — npomenran Apryp, 3axmypuB maza. Cnésst



Oeccuusl JIWIKCH TI0 ero MIeKaM OTYasiHHBIM rpajoM. — § He
oymy...

— Cwmortpu, I'epoir. Cmotpu! — 3510 npoueaun Pud ckBo3b
3yObl, CXBATHB €ro 3a BOJIOCH ¥ IOBEPHYB €T0 IOJIOBY B CTOPOHY
COXKEHHOTO Tesla AKBBl. — 1O BCE TBOA BUHA. Hy xe! Bynp
myxurHoi. HaOmomait 3a Tem, uro Thl Hagenan! Thl ke xoTen
CMacTi MUP — U 8 Umoze 3mo mul Yyoun ecex ceoux opyseil.
TBOM NENCTBUS K 3TOMY NPUBESIH!

XaHTep HaHOCWJI JIOOMBAIOIIIME YAApbl, OKOHYATEIbHO TIpe-
Bpamas teno Kapu B cruiomHoe kpoBaBoe MecuBo. Teso ®dpest
AKTUMBHO Pa3J/larajoch y BXOJa B YHIENbE — 3apa3a pacrpocTpa-
HsUJIaCh BhILIE 10 pyKe. Tesno AKBBI T/€JI0 YEPHBIM AbIMALIMMCS
MATHOM, HAMOJIHSIS BO3YX 3al1axOM IrOpeJioro Msica.

ApTyp He BbIJIEpXKa, 3aJMBIINCh OECCUIILHBIM BOEM U TLjIa-
YeM.

— Bor... — rpycrtHO cka3an Pud, CKIIOHMBIIMCh HaJ HUM U
3aKypuB. — BOT Tenepp Thl HAKOHEL-TO NOHMMAaeUb. .. MoJo-
nent! Tet moB3pocen. JIo6po NoxanoBars B peaibHOCTh, CyKa!

JIBrkeHre ero ObUIO OBICTPBIM, TPO(EecCHOHATBHBIM, HE
OCTaBJISIIOUIMM MecTa 3MouusM. Beé Bokpyr 3aruxiio. Kpob
ApTypa cmelanach ¢ 3eMJIEH, €ro rjia3a OCTeKJIEHEIU — HO B
MOCJIEIHAE MTHOBEHHSI OH CMOTPEJ TOJIbKO Ha AKBY.

Puu npucen psiiom ¢ tenoM ApTypa U MOCMOTPEN Ha HEro
CTIOKOMHO, yKe 0e3 BCSIKOU 37100bI:

— YT0-TO THI TOBOPUJI MIPO CMIACEHWE MUPA, PO CBOE TPE-
HA3HAYEHME. .. — BBIJOXHYJI OH YCTAJIO U, KAKETCs, 1ake C HEKO-



TOPBIM COXKAJICHUEM. —



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.
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