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Besxana oT JkeHnXa-u3MEeHHHMKA, a yTOAWIa B JPYroll MUP Y MPSIMO B JIallbl
HaJIMEHHOTO JipakoHa. OH 3asiBUJI, UTO 51 €0 UCTUHHAS U PUHAJIEKY eMy. YTo
9710 3HaunT? HeBakHO, s1 Bce paBHO Ha Takoe He noanuceiBaiack! Ho cornacunack
MOMOUYb JIPAaKOHY B 0OMEeH Ha obellaHre BEpHYTh MeHs1 JoMoi.OIHaKo Bce

TMIOIIO He TO TUIaHy... JIpakoH oOMaHy1 MeHsl, UCTIOJIb30BaI U BOBCE HE HAMepeH
ormyckaTh!U Kak 51 Tak OBICTPO 1M03a0bLIa, YTO MYKUHUHAM JJOBEPSATH HENb351?7
Huuero, 51 Bce paBHO uTO-HUOY/IH IPUAYMAIO U BEpHYCh JoMoit! Jlaxke ecnu riryrnoe
cepatie moTpedyeT OCTaThCAl. .
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2. Takep. «HexenaHHas UCTUHHASA JJIS IPAKOHA»

ducu Takep
He:xe/1aHHasl HCTUHHAA AJIs1 APaKOHa

I'maBa 1

BrickakuBaio 3 odrica Ha MOpO3 B PACCTETHYTOM MajlbTO M OEry Ha OCTaHOBKY, YTOOBI
noOparbcst foMor 1 codpaTh Bet. C TpyIOM pas3iiyaio JOpory 3a ITeNeHO clie3, 3aCTUIAIoNEen
I71a3a, ¥ e/1Ba OPHEHTUPYIOCh B ITpocTpaHcTBe. Horu BaTHbIE, a rojioBa MOYTH HE COOOpaKaer.

IToBepuTth He MoOry, 4TO MOAOOHOE CIYYMJIOCh CO MHOW. MHe n3MeHuM ¢ cekperapiueit! J1o
6e3ymusi 6aHaJIbHO, HO KaK ke OOJBHO!

4l Geperna ceOs /151 3TOro Mep3aBlia U ¢ TPEIETOM JK/iaJla Halllel MepBoil OpayHOi HOUM. A OH
TEM BpeMEeHEM HexXujics B 00bATUAX Ipyroil! U Tenephb s 1axe He 3HaIO, KaK JIOBEPATh XOTb KOMY-
TO MOCJIe MpeJaTesbcTBa OJM3KOro U JIIOOMMOIo YesloBeKa.

Jlajionu 0GKUraeT MOpo30M, 1 s Jie3y B KapMaHbl, YTOOBI I0CTaTh EpUYaTKu. A yepe3 MrHOBe-
HMe NOJI01IBa OOTUHKA CKOJIB3UT 10 JIb/y, U 5 3aBajMBaloch Biepe]. He ycreBaio BHICTaBUTh PYKHU U
yke TOTOBJIIOCh K MOMEHTY, KOIJla BIIe4aTalnch HOCOM MpsMo B Jiel. Ho BMecTo oxugaeMoro yaapa
s IPOBAJIMBAIOCH B TEMHOTY.

CrpaHHOE 4yBCTBO, COBEPIIEHHO HEMOHATHOE M HeoOBbsicHMMOe. § OyATo 3acTpsiia rae-To B
IIPOCTPAHCTBE, @ BOKPYI HUYETro, KpoMe MycToThl. Jlaxe olryIieHre COOCTBEHHOTO TeJia MponajaeT,
OTYEro B /Iyl pa3pacTaeTcs MaHUKa.

Ho Bce 310 Ge3ymue AaUTCS JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI. A 3aTeM 51 4yBCTBYIO MATKOE IpU-
3eMJIEHHME Ha YTO-TO TBEPIOE, IVIaJKOe M MOJO03pUTeNbHO Teruioe. TouHo He cHer. U, kaxercs, 310
YTO-TO JIBIILIUT.

TouHo, apiuuT. O, a Tenepp enie u Xpunur!

B yxace 1 BCKpUKMBaIO M OTCKAKMBAIO Ha3ajl, CJIOBHO ornapeHHass. C onackoy BIVISAbIBAIOCH
B TEMHOTY Tiepe]] COOOM, MBITAsICh TIOHATb, YTO K€ 3TO ObLIO, U Iie 51 BOOOIIE OKa3aach.

— Kro 31ech?! — ¢ yTpoOHBIM phIYaHMEM 3ByUUT HU3KHIA U YCTPAIIAIOIINAI TOJIOC U3 TEMHOTHI.

Kommvap. [ cBanunack Ha Kakoro-to yesioBeka!

— 370 51, — NULLY, HE IPUAYMaB HUYETO JIy4llle AJIs OTBETa HE3HAKOMILY.

4 nmuero He monmMaioo. [me s BooOmie? HaBepHoe, mpoBanmmiach B KakOH-TO HOABAT M
HE’K/IaHHO-HeralaHHO CBAJIMJIACh Ha €ro utesisl. BaBoiiHe Kommmap.

— K10 «$1»? — BHOBB 3By4MT I'PO3HBIN IOJIOC, pa3ieTasiCh APOXKALIIM IXOM.

A 3aTeM 13 TEMHOTbI IOKa3bIBAETCS] OFPOMHBIN CBUPEIIBbI MyKUMHA B OAHUX JIMILb Oprokax. C
[IMPOYEHHBIMHU IJIEYaAMU U ATIIETUYHBIM MYCKYJIUCTBIM TOPCOM, OH COBEPIIIEHHO HE MOXOK Ha )KUTEJIS
nozeana. Brpoiine kommap. XoTs HET, OUeHb Jlake He KOLIMap. ..

Oii, uto 310 A?

Crerka ONOMHUBIIKCS, 1 CIJIATHIBAIO KOM, BCTABIIMI MTOCPEIU ropJia, MOJHUMAIO B3I/ BbILLE
Y TOJIBKO TeNephb 3amMevalo, 4To 00s1ajaTeslb IMKApHOTO TOpca BBINVIAAUT BECbMa CTPaHHO. Y HEro
IJIMHHBbIE CepeOpHCThIE BOIOCH M COBEPIIIEHHO HEYEIOBEUECKHe TOTyOble 1a3a, KOTOphle CHSIOT B
TEMHOTe, Kak /1Ba (hoHapsl.

A BOT 370 y)e ToyHO Kommap! HykHO cpoyHO yHOCHTB HOrM!

B yxace 51 moAcKakmBaio ¢ 3eMJIM ¥ Oery MpoYb OT IMYTaoIIero MyKUHHBI.

Kro on? Ilpumenen? Monctp?

['mynoctu. OHM TONBKO B CKa3Kax ObiBaioT. Ho yem errie 0ObsSCHUTH €ro CTpaHHYIO0 BHEITHOCTS ?
MoxeT, 51 CWIIBHO yAapuilach TOJOBOM M Tenepb BUKY rajunouuHaimu? Jla, moxoxke, K Bpauy MHe
HaJo.
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U moka s Gery Briepen 0e3 OIISIIKM, HAUMHAIO 3aMevaTh, YTO MOJBAJ BOBCE M HE IMOABAT, a
rierepa co CTeHaMH, TOKPHITHIMU CTAIAKTUTAMU. A KPYTrOM BUCSIT ropsiiiye (hakebl.

W otkyna B3siiack nenepa rnocpeau ropoga? Bee crpanHee u cTpaHHee.

Ho camoe HenpusTHOE ciyvaercsi TOrja, KOrja B KOHIIE STOM Menephbl s He HaXOKy BBIXOJA.
Kpyrom creHsl, a MeXIy TeM TsDKEJIbIe [Iary 32 MOEW CITUHOM CTPEMHUTENIBHO MPUOITMKAIOTCS.

Pe3ko xBarawo Omvokauivid pakelsl, pa3BOPAYMBAIOCh U MPMKUMAIOCh CITUHOM K XOJIOIHOM
CTEHE.

— YT0 BaM OT MeHS Hy’)KHO? — BBHIKPUKHBAIO B OTYASTHUU.

Xo4y KazarbCsl I'PO3HOM, CIIOCOOHOW ceOs 3ammTuTh. HO Ha dese 3Bydy HeyOeqUTeNbHO U
*kanko. HaBepHsika 1 BBITJISIKY TaK Xke.

— ¢ yxe 3aaJt CBO¥ BOIMPOC, M OH HE U3MEHWJICSI, — CYPOBBII TOH TOTyOOrIa30r0 MYKYHHBI
MHE COBEPIIIEHHO HE HPABUTCHI.

Sl NoHATHA HE MMeIo, YTO OKHA OTBETUTh. HO pacTepsiHHOCTD TYT ke McnapsieTcst TOof Jie si-
HBIM B3[JISIOM MYXKYMHBI, U 51 6€3 pa30opa MpOU3HOIILY BCe, YTO MPUXOAUT MHE B TOJIOBY:

— 3oByT MeHs JIluza. Mue nBaauats Tpu. [1o ropockorry — PeiObl. PaboTaio MeHe KkepoM. . .

— Cror, — pe3Ko ocekaeT MeHs He3HakoMell. — YTo 3a yyIib Thl HECELIb?

— $1 Huyero He Hecy, — MaAMIIIO 5. — Bl Beab cipocuiy, KTo 5. Bor u otBetuina. Yto He Tak?

— Bce He Tak, — XMBIKaeT OH M MOAXOMT erne Onke. — JlagHo, HeBaXHO, KTO Thl. Jlyule
OTBETh, KaK THI CI0fIa TIOTAJA.

— A s He 3Hal10, — Kayalo rojioBoil. — $I Obl M cama XOTeJa 3TO y3HaTh.

MyX4rMHa XMYpPUTCSL U OLIEHHUBAIOIIE pa3isabiBaeT MeHs. Jla Tak mpUCTaabHO, YTO MHE CTa-
HOBUTCS He TI0 cede, U 51 CIIEITHO 3aaXyBalo MajibTo.

Heuero Ha MeHs Tak riiazeTs!

— CrpanHas Tbl, — C MpeHeOpeKeHNEM OT3BIBACTCS OH U JIeJIaeT ellle HECKOJIbKO I1aroB, OKa-
3bIBAsICh MOYTH BIIOTHYIO CO MHOU.

— Oroiute, — B cTpaxe menyy s. — [I-noxainyiicra.

Ho He3HakoMell He TOPOMUTCS OTXOAUTDb. be3 CMyIIeHus1 OH MOJIeBAET MaIbLIEM IPSIIb MOUX
BOJIOC, TIOMHOCUT K CBOEMY JIMITY M BTSITUBAET BO3yX HOCOM.

— W naxsenis cTpaHHO, — 3aKJII0YaeT OH, OTOPAchIBasi MPsi/ib, M XBAaTAaeT MEHs 3a MOAOOPOIOK.

— Y0 BHI Ae1aeTe ? — BO3MYIIIEHHO BCKPUKHBAIO 51, U B TOT JK€ MUT IJ1a3a MyKYMHBl HAUMHAIOT
TOpETh elle sIpue U OCNeTUTebHEe.

Teno kameneer ot yxaca. C 3amMupaHueM cepiaua CMOTPIO Ha MyxkuuHy. Ha ero cypoBom
JIMIE TOKE CMSITEHUE M HEMOHMMaHue. A yepe3 MTHOBEHHE YYyBCTBYIO, KaK pe3Kas 00JIb 0OKHraeT
3amsCThe.

[NomxrMato pyKy Ha ypOBEHb IJ1a3 U C U3yMJICHHEM BIKY Ha 3alsiCThe KaKylo-TO CTPaHHYIO
TaTYUPOBKY B BUJIE JPAKOHA.

— D70 BHI clieJIayii? — OCTOPOXKHO CIPAIIMBAIO 5.

— He 11, a Boru, — ¢ TsKeJbIM B3JJ0XOM MTPOM3HOCUT OH, OYATO M caM 3ToMy He paa. — U 31o
3HAYUT, YTO ThI TENEPb MPUHAIJICKUIIb MHE.
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I'maBa 2

[Tyrarommii 10 4epTUKOB rPOMMJIA U3 NTOJBAJIA 3ASBJISET, UTO g NpuHaIexKy emy? C kakou 310
craru? boros elle KakMx-To npurJieraeTr. TouHo cymacie umii!

Ho... Otkyna B3sutack 9ta Tatynposka? Kakon-to ¢okyc?

— Yro 3a mynoctu? OtonauTe! — HACTOMYMBO MPOLTY 5 U, HAKOHEL], BCIOMUHAIO ITPO (hakel
B PyKe, KOTOPBIM IIJITAHMPOBaJa OOOPOHSATHCS.

Camoe Bpems 310 crenarh!

[TbITatoch MPUrpO3UTh HE3HAKOMILY, HO TaK, YTOObl HEHAPOKOM He HaBpeauThb. [Ioka oH MHe
HUYEro He cesajl, KpoMe CTPaHHOTO 3asIBJIEHNUs], TaK 4TO s HE XOUY 3ps HaBJieub Ha ce0s1 ero rHeB.

— Tbl 3TUM MHe yrposxaelib? — HacMeXaeTcsl OH, OyATO 51 pa3MaxHBalo Mepe HUM IPYTUKOM.

A B clieAyI0IIMiI MUT OH HAKPBIBAET IJIaMs1 CBOEH JIAIOHBIO U TYIIUT (haKel.

— Aii! — BCKpPUKMBAIO ¥ MOPILYCh, OYATO caMa TOJIBKO YTO KOCHYJIACh OTHSI.

A rpommuiie XOTb OBl UTO.

— Ilpunu B ceds, AEBYOHKA, — HAJIMEHHO TPOU3HOCUT OH. — [lepen ToOoM Biasipika CaHrapaa.

— Bnagpika? — nepecnpammBaio . — Tak 3ta neuiepa HaspiBaetcsa Canrapa?

U cnipammmBaio s 3T0 Ha MOJTHOM Cepbe3e, YTOOBI MPOSICHUTH cuTyaruio. Ho oTyero-to My x4unHa
KpaiiHe pa3/ipaaeTcsi OT MOEro BOIpoca.

— Her, — psiBKaeT oH 1 ObeT 1o CTeHe KyJIaKoOM, Ja TaK, YTO KaMEHHbIe OCKOJIKHM HAYMHAIOT
CBINIAThCA.

Hesnakomer mMens myraet Bce Oonbiiie. Ho OH, moxoxke, He MeHbIIIE MOETO YAWMBJIEH CBOEH
CIIOCOOHOCTH pa3pyliaTh cTeHbl. [loToMy 4TO B Cleaylonmii MOMEHT OH HauMHAET CO BCEW CBOEH
MOIIIBIO OUTh PyKaMU B CTEHY U pa3pyllath ee.

— Yro BbI penaere? [lemepa MokeT 0OpyIIMThCsI! — MAHUKYIO 5, IEPEKPUKHUBAsI IIYyM, U C
y’)KacoM TOIISIIBIBAI0 HA OCTPbIE CTAJIAKTUTHI, KOTOPHIE B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOTYT PyXHYTb Ha MEHS
C MOTOJIKA.

— Torna coBerylo cripaTaThcsi, — 0e3pa3lINYHO OTBEYAET OH, HE OCTAHABIIUBASCh.

U noka st popMyJIPYI0 MBICTb, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTh MYKYMHE, YTO HET B Teliepe 0e30MacHOro
MecTa, KaK BPYT OH XBaTaeT MEHs 3a PyKY, Pe3KO TAHET Ha ceOsl M BIIEYaThIBAET B CBOE OOHAKEHHOE
TEJIO.

— Crot#i 30ech. S Tedst MPUKPOIO, €CIIM YTO CIIYYUTCs, — ITPOU3HOCHUT OH, KPETIKO 0OXBAThIBAs
MOIO TaJIMIO, M BO3BpALIAETCsl K CBOEMY He3aTEeHJIMBOMY 3aHATHIO.

BosHa Bo3MyI1IeHHS] MOMEHTaJIBHO NIepeKaThIBAETCS B BOJIHY CThIIa, KOTOpasi 00/1aeT BCE TEO
’KapoM U 3aCTaBJIsieT MOM LIEKU NbLIATh.

[Tpmxumarbecss K OOHaXEHHOMY TOpcy He3Hakomia? DTo 3a mpefeiaamu pasymHoro. Ho,
TIOXOJKe, IPyroro BbIOOpa y MeHs ceituac HeT. ['opeTsb oT cThia, nitu ObITh TPUOUTON OIPOMHON Kame-
HIOKO#? $1 BBIOMpAIo MepBbIil BAPUAHT.

[IIexoil NprKMMAaIOCh K rOpsiuei Koke U X049y XOTh HEMHOT'O OTJIEITUThCS, HO My )KYMHA HE M03-
BOJIsieT. VI MHE POCTO MPUXOJUTCS CMUPHUTHCS.

Ha ynuBnenve, He3HakOMell MaXHET CIMIIKOM MPUATHO VISl TOrO, KTO JKUBET B IEllepe, U3
KOTOPOW HeT BbIxoza. [laxe CIMIIKOM MPUSATHO, 1 Obl Jaxke CKaszaja JAypMaHsie, YTo Jaxe rojioBa
HauMHaeT Kpyxkutbcs. Mim 1o Bee ot crpecca?

— 3aueM BHI 3TO JiejlaeTe? — HaKOHELl, 3a/1al0 PE3OHHBIN BOITPOC.

— A Kak HaM, II0-TBOEMY, €llle OTCI0/1a BBIOPAThCsA? — XMBIKAET OH.

— Hy, 4 e Kak-To clozia rnornasua, — 3aJyM4YlBO MPOTATUBAIO 5, IBITAsSCh BCIOMHUTh MOMEHT
CBOETO MajieHHs, HO He nosty4yaeTcsa. — Ho s He NOMHIO, Kak 3TO CIIyYHJIOCh.

4l Gyaro B3snack 371ech U3 HUOTKYAA. Kak Takoe BO3MOKHO?
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— OueBuIHO, TeOsI 3aKUHYJIU CIOJIa Yepe3 MOPTal, Kak U MeHsl, — BBIIAET OH KpaiHe CTPaHHYIO
¢pasy.

Bce, y MeH# Oolibilie HET COMHEHHI B TOM, YTO OH YMaJIUIICHHBIH !

— Ara, B nopraji, — ycMmexaroch 1. — K equHoporam u ipakoHam.

— EnuHoporoB 31ech HET. A IpakoH MpsIMO Tiepel] TOOOM, — 0e3 COMHEHUI OTBeYaeT MyK-
YMHA, Ha CEKYH/ly OCTAaHOBUBILICb.

C ry0 cpbIBaeTCsi CMEIOK, KOTOPBIH 51 HE B CHJIaX CAEPXKaTh:

— Ouenb cMentHo. A kpbutbs 1ae? A xBoct? [linams, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?

— Tsl MHe He BepHIlb? — CEpANTCS OH U aXe OCIadiseT XBaTKy OT BO3MYILICHUSI.

— Ilpoctute, HO JPAKOHBI BRIIMISIAAT MHAYE, — MOKUMAIO TuledamMu. — U OBIBAIOT OHM TOJIBKO
B CKa3Kax.

— Thl... — OH OcekaeTcsi U XMypHTCS, a 3aTeM BCKU/IBIBAET T'OJIOBY K ITOTOJIKY U HEPBHO yCMe-
xaercsi: — Her, BbI cepbe3Ho? $1 mpocut y Bac MOMOIIH, a BbI IIPUCIAIM MHE OECTIONE3HYIO IEBUOHKY
u3 apyroro mupa?!

— 41 He Gecrone3Hasi, — OOMXEHHO XMBbIKaIO 1. — W U3 kakoro erie apyroro mupa? Bl TyT
OT O/IMHOYECTBA COBCEM B (paHTa3UsIX MOrPs3IIH.

— $IcHO, — XMBIKAET OH, a Yepe3 CEeKyH/ly IPOTATrMBAeT KO MHE JIaJIOHb, HA KOTOPOW BCIbIXU-
BaeT IJIaMsl.

— Kaxk? Kax BbI 310 czienanu? — pacTepstHHO OOPMOYY S M OTIIATHIBAIOCH.

— D710 Marus, He yAUBISICS, — 00ECKypaXMBaeT OH CBOMM OTBETOM. — ThI TOMaja B MO
MHUD, U 3[€Ch 3TO HOpMaJbHO. EcThb enie Bonpocs?

B ronose He ykiagpIBaeTcs, HO, IOXOXe, HE3HAKOMEII TOBOPUT TpaBy. Toraa 3To oObsCHSIET,
MOYEMY Y HEro Takoy HedeJoBeuecKui B3risaa. [loTomy 4To OH JpakoH, ecii BEPUTh €r0 CJIOBaM.

Ho 310 MHe coBepiieHHO He HpaBUTCs. Kak U TO, 4TO s1 HEM3BECTHBIM 00Pa30M OUYyTHIIACH B
ApYyromM MHpe.

— BonpocoB 04eHb MHOT'O, — 33/IbIXAI0Ch 1 OT BOJIHEHUS U JAyMal0 HaJ TeM, YTO CIIPOCUTH B
MEPBYIO ouepesib. — A C K€M Bbl TOBOPWJIM, KOIJIa CMOTPEIN BBEPX U CKa3aJH, YTO OHU IMPUCIIAIN
BaM MeHs?

— boru. {1 Benp yxe ropopuii, — pasapaxeHHO OTBEYAET OH.

— Ara, Boru. [lonsia, — KuBaio, OyATO 3TO YTO-TO I MeHs mposicHsieT. — Ho 3auem oHu
3TO caenanu?

— 1 mpocu oMoy, 4YToObl BHIOPATHCS U3 MOA3EMENbsI, B KOTOPOM MEHSI 3aTOUMIIN, — HavH-
HaeT pasapaxarbcs oH. — V OHM He MpugyMaid HUYEro Jydille, YeM CBSI3aTh MEHSI UCTUHHOCTBIO
C YEJIOBEUKOU.

Tak. YenoBeuka — 370 5. Bee sicHO. XOTSI 3BYUUT Kak-TO OCKOpOUTEIbHO. Ho 0 Kako# cBs3u
oH ropopurt? IIoHATH HE MOTy.

— YT0 Takoe UCTUHHOCTH? — CIpAIMBAIO 51 U €XKYCh, HAOMOAAs, KaK My)XYMHA CUJIbHEE pa3-
Apaxaercs ¢ KaXIbIM MOUM CJIOBOM.

OH TsKeN0 BBIIBIXAET, a 3aTeM JIeJIaeT IIMPOKUI 1Iar ¥ HABUCAET HAJ0 MHOW I'PO3HOM TyYeil:

— DTO 3HAUUT, MOsI MIJIasl ITYCTHILIKA, YTO OTHBIHE U JI0 KOHLIA AHEN MEXK/y HaMH HepylluMas
cBs13b. ThI TENIEpPb MOsI COOCTBEHHOCTb.

— E1ie uero, — XMBbIKaIo s, HO MO/ TSKEJIBIM B30POM MYKUMHBI TYT e TYIIYIOCh U JOOABIISIO
HecMeno: — f JIMYHOCTD, a He Belllb, YTOOBI MPUHAIEKaTh KOMY-TO.

— Ommbaenibest, — 3710 yCMEXaeTcst OH, XBaTaeT MeHsI 3a 3arsICThe U OroyisieT ero. — Buauiib
3Ty MeTKy? B Haiem Mupe 3To CBUAETEIbCTBO TOTO, YTO Thl Mosi. HpaBuTCs TeGe 9TO UM HeT.
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I'nmaBa 3

Ecimu, u npaena, cymectByior boru, To oHM Oosblivie myTHUKM. He mporio u JHs ¢ Toro
MOMEHTa To0era OT OIHOTO KeHMXa, KaK 5 y)Ke yraja B 00BbATHS HOBOTO! A OT TaKOro yKe He Tak
npocro Oynet coexars. [la u He kyna. [TpekpacHo!

T'oBOpAT, YTO €ClM KU3Hb YTO-TO OTOMpAET, TO 00A3aTeNbHO JaeT 4To-To B3aMeH. Ho s He
npocuia 3toro! 3auemM MHe )KeHUX-THpaH, KOTOPBII CUMTAET MEHsI CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTBIO?

JlioOumblii npegan MeHs, pa3oui cepaue. S coBeplIeHHO He rOTOBa K HOBBIM OTHOLIEHUSM,
eIle U ¢ TakuM My... Ol, OH Bellb JaXe HE MY)XK4YMHA, a JPaKOH!

Cymacuiectue kakoe-1o. HaBepHoe, 51 Bce-Taku yAapuiach rojoBoi 00 Jied 1 cefvac JIeKy B
peannMaru 1 6pesxy. MHe Halo TPOCHYThCs, CPOYHO!

Haunnaio xsiectars ces no mekam. boibHO, HO yTo nofenars? OYHYThCA-TO HAIO.

— Yro THI fenaenb, 6e3yMHas? — HeIOyMeBaeT JIPAKOH, IS Ha MEHS.

— IIbITatoch POCHYTHCS, — MO CJIOTaM MPOM3HOIIY 51 M HaYMHaI0 ceOs MUMIaTh 3a PyKH,
MIOTOMY YTO JIMLIO YK€ TOPUT OTHEM.

— OcraHOBUCh, — KOMAaHIHBIM TOHOM IPOM3HOCUT OH M XBaTaeT MEH 3a 3arscTbs. — Tbl
TPATUILLb HAIlle BPEMsI Ha KaKyl0-TO YyIIb.

— Her, — MoTa10 £ roJIOBOM U BIVIAIBIBAIOCH B HEJOBOJIBHBIE I71a3a HAIIPOTUB.

Sl yke rotoBa pacrulakarbcs, IOTOMY YTO pa3yM IIPOCTO OTKa3blBAETCS MPUHUMATh IIPOUCXO-
asuee.

— MHe HyXHO yOeIuThbCsl, YTO BCE ITO HEHACTOsIlEee, — BCXJIMIIBIBAIO, HE CHEPKAB CJe3, U
noykuMalo ryost. — 1o Bee coH. CoH!

— Jla He COH 3TO, — pa3/ipakeHHO PSBKAeT JPakoH. — Xouelllb yOeqUThCs, 4TO 51 peajieH?
bBe3 npodnem!

W B cnepyiommii MUT IpakoH XBaTaeT MEH 3a 110, PhIBKOM IMPUTATMBAET K ceOe 1 BITUBAETCS
B MOM I'yOBl, HACTOIUMBO pa3JBUIasi UX 3bIKOM. A 1 Jake MUCKHYTh HE YCIEBalo.

Ia yTO OH cebe mo3BogeT?!

OH nenyer Tak CTpaCTHO M HEHACBITHO, YTO, KaXETCs, 1 BOT-BOT BOCIUIAMEHIOCH OT cThiia. Ho
errfe Oosee OCTBIIHOE TO, YTO MHE 3TO HpaBUTCS. HpaBUTCS TO 4yBCTBO, UTO s CEfUac MCIBITHIBAIO.
BHyTpy MeHs Bce IPOXUT OT KEJIaHUs1, KOTOPOE KakeTCs MHE COBEPILIEHHO HEHOPMAJIbHBIM U Hepa-
3yMHBIM. Kak MOKHO MCHBITBIBAaTh YTO-TO MOAOOHOE K HACTHIPHOMY He3HaKoMITy ?!

Tonkato Harsena, HO OH He CABUTAeTCS HU HAa CAaHTHMETP, a JIMIIb YIITyOssieT CBOW MOLeTyH.
Pyku gposkar, HO s CKMMAIO Ky/lIauKu, Obl0 OECCOBECTHOTO IpaKOHA B IPyIb M MbIUY, TpeOysi, YTOOBI
OH HEMeJIEHHO MPeKpaTiiI 3T0 Oe300pasue.

Hakonern, oH oTpbIBaeTCs OT MEHS U CIIPAIIMBAET TAK HEBO3MYTHUMO, CJIOBHO HE CIIEJIAJl HUYETO
HEJIOITyCTUMOTO:

— Hy, y6eaunacs?

C moux ry0 cpeIBaeTcsl TO JM HEPBHBI CMEIIOK, TO JIX TOMHBIN B3[0X, caMa He MOHUMAIO.
I'msxy Ha npakoHa, XJIONAl PECHULAMU U MPEICTABIIA, KaK 3aJIEIUII0 €My 3BOHKYIO IOIICUYMHY,
9TOOBI OOJIBIIIE HE CMeJT TBOPUTH MoioOHoro. Ho pyka He mogHMMAaeTcs, IOTOMY UTO s B TTOJTHOM
OLIETICHEHNH.

— Kak TbI MO)el1b ceOs Tak BeCTU? — MPEPhIBUCTO BhIABIXAIO . — MBI Belb 1ake ApYyr Apyra
HE 3HAEM.

— 51 AppoH, — He MellIKasi, JpakoH NPOTATMBAeT MHE pyKy, OyATO cefiuac, U mpaBjia, caMoe
BpeMA NpeACTaBUTbCA. — A Thl, Kaxercs, JIuna?

— He JluHa, a JInza! — XMbIKalo 51, CKpeCTUB pyKH B 3aMOK. — boubiie. Tak. He nenaii. fIcno?
41 He TBOs1 cOOCTBEHHOCTD, He TBOSI Belib! Y mpuHapiekath Tede HuKoraa He Oyny! B TBoem mupe,
MOJET, 9TO HOPMa, HO B MOEM MHUPE. ..



9. Takep. «Hexenannas UCTHUHHAS AJI JPAKOHA»

— Tbl KO€-4TO 3a0bIBaLIIIb, ITYTBIIIKA, — C JIYKaBbIM IPHIIYPOM yCMeXaeTcst ApakoH. — Thl
ceituac B MOEM mupe, a He cBoeM. Tak 4To Thl MPOCTO BBHIHYKAEHA MOAYMHUTHCS HALITMM [TPABUJIAM.

— Ho...

— A ceiluac IpUKpOW CBOIl KpacUBbIA POTUK, — BHOBb OCeKaeT MeHsl OH, — [IprkMuch Ko
MHE TIOKperTye 1 JJail MHe yKe BBITAIIUTh HAC OTCIOAIA.

— Hy yx HeT, — mpoTAruBaio s, MOTasi TOJIOBOM, U OPOCaIOCh B CTOPOHY. — $I TBOMX IpaBHI
He npumy! U ydinie ympy B 3ToM Tieniepe 1o, 3aBajiaMu, 4yeM Oyay ¢ ToOO¥ !

Her, xoHeuHo, 51 He HAMepeHa yMHparTh, 10 KpaitHel Mepe B Onvkaiiime et cembaecsat. Ho
Be/lb KaK-TO 1 JOJUKHA BO3/ICHCTBOBATh HAa STOrO CaMOYBEpEHHOro Harsena? §1 JoykHa Jath emy
MIOHSATh, UTO 51 He OE3BOJIbHASI UTPYIIKA U MIMEIO TIPAaBO Ha TOJI0C.

— Cuymai, Tl ¥ TaK JOCTaBJIsIeNIb MHE MHOTO XJIONOT, — XMYPHTCS IPAKOH. — XBaTUT yXke
C MeHsI TBOMX IJIyNOCTeH, Mmpekpamai. S mpocuaen 371ech He OAMH IOl M He HAMEpeH OCTaBaThCs
OoJIbIle HU JTHS.

U Tyt B ronose ckiaapiBaercs nasi. Pa3 kakue-to Tam boru mocnanu qpakoHy MeHsl, 3HAYMT,
6e3 Moell MOMOIIM OH He CMOXET BBIOpaThCsi?

Hy, xoneuno! Muaue yero Ovl OH TYT cuen?

— Hy tak uau. Yero xmatb? — caMOIOBOJILHO OTBevalo 5. — Thl U 0e3 MeHsI MPEeKpPacHO
cripaBuiibcs. He crany TeOs Oolbilie 3a/1epKUBaTh.

B3nepHyB non6oposIoK, s yBEpeHHOM MOXOIKON MY B JPYroi KOHEIl Meepbl — Tyaa, KyAa s
COBCEM HE/IaBHO CBAJINJIACH.

— Tsl MeHs 1ocTana!l — pBIYMT JIPAKOH 32 CITUHOM, 3aCTaBJIsis MEHsI epeiTy Ha Oer.

Jlaneko MHe He yOexaTh, HO IOIMBITATLCS. . .

— XBatut! — cuibHasI pyKa 0OXBaThIBAET MEHS 3a TAJIMIO, U s TIOBKCAI0 B Bo3ayxe. — [louemy
THI HE MOXeIIIb TIOHSITh, UTO 51 cuiibHee TeOsa? U Gexath TeOe HeKy/a.

— A s Bce paBHO Oydy COIPOTUBISATHCS! — KpsIX4y W IUIENAI0 JPAKOHA MO pyKe, MOKa OH
BOJIOYHT MeHs oOpatHO. — He momgumHIOCch TeOe, cbimmiib? Byap Tel X0Th camum Borowm!

BHezanHO MeHs CTaBAT Ha 3eMJII0, U s AaXe He cpa3y MOHMMalo, 4To npousonuio. Heyxenu
MOZIENICTBOBAJIO?

— JlagHo. Yero Thl Xouelb? — CIpaIIMBaeT JIPaKOH, YIepeB PyKH B OOKa.

— Xouy BEepHYThCS IOMOM, — HE3aMeUIUTEIbHO OTBEYAI0 EMY.

— 310 Bce? — usrubdaer oH OpoBb, OYITO ITOrO HEAOCTATOUHO.

— A dero MHe elne xoreTh? OcraBarbcsl ¢ TOOON U OBITH TBOEH, KaK TaM... HCTUHHOM, 1a. Bor
3TOro BCEro MHE He HaJO.

— 3HauuT, XOYellb BEPHYTbCS JOMOW, SICHO, — 3aJyMYHMBO MPOU3HOCHUT JIPAKOH, JeNIaeT
KOPOTKYIO Tay3y, a 3aTeM Jo0asiseT: — $1 Toxe xouy goMoi. M Tak yxk BBIILIO, YTO ISl STOH LEIH
MBI HYKHBI IpyT Opyry. Thl HOMOXeIb BHIOpaThcsl MHE, a s — Tede.

— 3ByYdT pa3yMHO, — NPOTATUBAIO 1. — TO ecTh, KOraa Mbl BHIOEpEMCsl OTCIONA, Thl TIOMO-
KeIllb MHE OTITPABUTHLCS TOMOM, BepHO? IIpocTo x0uy BCe POSICHUTD.

— BepHo, — kuBaet oH. — Kak ToibKO MbI 100epemMcs 10 MOEro 3aMKa, Thl B TOT ke JIeHb
OUYTHUIIILCS IOMA.

— MeHs# ycTpaMBaeT Takoi BapuaHT.

— IIpekpacHo. M 4T0OBI 5TO POU3OIILIO TOCKOpee, TeOe HYKHO MPOCTO CIYIIATHCS MEHS U
nenartb To, 4to ckaxy s1. CornacHa? Ilo pykam?

— CormlacHa, — OTBEYAIO 51 U IPOTATUBAIO PYKY.

— Bot 1 ymHUIIa, — C TOAO3PUTEITHHO JTYKaBbIM IMPHIIY POM MPOU3HOCHUT OH U TIOKMMAET MOIO
PYKY.

W B 3TOT e MUT HalllM JIQIOHU OKYTHIBAaeT roiy0oe CBeYeHHe.

— Yro 3T0? — M3yMJIEHHO MSMJIIO £1.

[Nopa yxe mpuBBIKaTh K CTPAHHOCTSIM.
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2. Tal\‘ep. «Hexenannast ICTUHHAS JJIsI ApakoHa»

— 4 ckpenu Hall JOrOBOp Marvei, — yXMbUIsieTcsl. — A Tenepb Mouuu. S JomkeH paspy-
IINATH 3Ty CTEHY.
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2. Takep. «HexenaHHas UCTUHHASA JJIS IPAKOHA»

I'naBa 4

Ecnu 6b1 93TIM yTPOM MHE KTO-TO CKa3all, YTO CErofHs sl TOOPOBOIBLHO Oydy MPUKUMATHCS K
KaKOMY-TO HE3HAKOMILY, 51 Obl MOKPYTHIA Y BEcKa. Ho y cymbObl OKa3amch qpyrue MjiaHbl, ¥ Terephb
sI JIeJialo TO, Yero npexje cebe HUKoraa He no3Boiia Obl. OcraeTcs HaIesAThCs, YTO HUYETO XYKe
CO MHOW B 3TOM MHpE YK€ He IPOU30UJIET.

Jonrux nomyaca HEJIOBKOCTH, HEYIOOCTBA U CTpaxa OKa3aThCs Mof 3aBajioM. Y, HakoHell, 1pa-
KOH MPOU3HOCUT:

— I'oroBo. Moxem uaTu.

PanoctHO oTmmnaio ot ero BCIOTEBIIETO TOPCA M MIOBOPAYMBAIO TOJIOBY, PACCUMATHIBAS YBUETh
Oenblit cBeT. Ho, yBBI, B 3uslOIIEN IpIpe JHIIL TeMHOTAa. VIATH Tyga COBEpIIEHHO HE XOUYeTcsl, HO
AppOH HACTOMYMBO MPOTAIKMBAET MEHS BIIEPE] CO CJIOBAMU:

— [ambl BIIEpEn.

YynecHo. [ keHTIbMEHCKHE TOBAIKH Y IPAKOHA MPOSBUIMCH TOJIBKO Cedvac, B CaMblil HETIO/I-
XOOAINUNA MOMEHT.

— 31ech ke HUYEro He BUAHO! — BOCKJIMLIAIO $1, MOEKUBIIMCh OT CHIPOCTH M MPOXJIAJbl. —
HyxHO XOTs1 ObI B3Th (hakel.

— 4 emie (pakesbl HE TaCKasl, — XMBIKAET OH, 4 Yepe3 MIHOBEHUE HA €T0 PyKe BCIBIXMBAET
SIPKOE TUIaMs1.

Hy, na. 4 coBcem 3a0buia, 4To X0AsS4ni hakes y HAC U TaK eCTb.

C mpuckopbuem noamevaio, 4To Mbl Bee ellle B nemepe. Ho riue-to Bnepean TOYHO JOMKEH
OBbITh BBIXOJI, HHAYE HE OIIYIIATUCh Obl IPOXJIAJAHBIE MOPBIBLI BETPA.

— He orcraBaii, — KOMaHIyeT IpaKkoH, 11arasi Buepej TAKUMU IIMPOKUMH 11IaraMu, 4To 5 eBa
TIOCIIEBAIO 34 HUM.

— [lomennenHee, — menyy s ¥ O3UPAIOCh MO CTOPOHAM.

31ech Tak CTPAHHO, YTO § €1Ba CAEP/KUBAIO MMOPIB KPENKO CXBATUTh APAKOHA 34 PYKY U MPH-
&KarbCs K HeMy. MaJio Jid, 4TO BBICKOYMT Ha HAC U3 TEMHOTHI?

Ho 310 yxe Oyner nepe6op. JJoctaTouHO ¢ MeHs1 OOBSITUI C TIEPBBIM BCTPEYHBIM. [loaToMy s
MIPOCTO U1y PSIOM, MAaKCUMAJIbHO BIUIOTHYIO K JIpakoHy. VI cMoTpio b ceGe Moj HOTU, OTOMY
YTO TEMHOTA BIIEPEIY MEHS CIIMIIKOM ITyraer.

Ho Bpone 6b1 HUUYero He mpoucxoauT. Mbl MPOCTO UAEM U UM IO Y3KOH melepe, KOTOpon
HET HU KOHIIa, HUA Kpasl.

W TyT AppOH BHE3aITHO OCTaHABIMBAETCS, a S B3[paruBaio v 1ernyy, 0osich MOAHSATSH IJ1a3a:

— Yro Tam? Yro Bnepean?!

— Huuero ocobenHoro, — 1okaeT oH. — [IpocTo Hy)KHO pennTh, Kyaa UITH Aajblie.

[TogHnmalto B3I M BUKY, UTO MENIepa PACCEKAETCs Ha JBa IPOXOAA.

Tak, kak Tam B cka3ke Obu10? HarpaBo mnoiinents — ku3Hb NoTepsielnb. HaneBo mowernis —
KOHSI MoTepsielllb. 3HaYUT, HaM HajieBo. KoHs y Hac HeT, BOT U TepsATh OyJeT Hevero.

— Wpem HaneBo, — yBEpEHHO MPOU3HOIILY 1.

AppPOH NepeBOIUT HA MEHS B3IJISI/I, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/] IPUCTATIbHO CMOTPUT U BbIIAET:

— 3Ha4uT, HaTIpaBo.

N TyT )€ uner B npaBoe OTBETBIICHUE.

— To u3aeBaebCs ? — BO3MYIIAKOCH 51, TOTOHSASA €r0. — 3a4eM TOr/ia CripalvBall, Kyaa uaru’?

— 41 1 He cripamMBan, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBEYAET OH. — $ JIMIIb cKa3a, YTO HY)KHO PEIINTb,
Kyaa uaru. Y Tel momornia MHe cliesiatb BIOOp.

— Ara. [IporuBononoxusiii moemy! Hazno, uyto mu?! gem obparHo, moka eie HeAaleKko
3alJId.

N AppoH pe3Ko OCTaHaBJIMBAETCS.
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9. Takep. «Hexenannas UCTHUHHAS AJI JPAKOHA»

— Kaxo¥i Tbl CrOBOpUYMBBIi, — JI0BOJIBHO YXMBUISIIOCH 1.

Ho B 3T0 e MrHOBeHHE MarmuecKuii OrOHb JIPAKOHA TACHET, a CaM OH XBAaTaeT MEHs 3a PYyKY,
MPUTSTHBAET K cede, MPUKUMAsi CIIMHOM K CBOEMY TOPCY, ¥ KPEIKO 3a)KMMaeT MHE POT JIaJJOHBIO.

— T, — munmMT OH MHE Ha yXO.

Ceparie TyT e 3aX0AUTCs B TPyAM, OTOMBAsT YEUETKY, a IJila3a Je3yT Ha o0 ot yxaca. Hasep-
HsIKa BIEpeH YTO-TO ykacHoe. U 51 ake He X0ouy 3HaTh, YTO MIMEHHO.

[Toxoxe, He 3pst 1 roBOpIIIA UATU HaJIeBO. [ oBopuia xke! A oH He nocayiial. BoT u uTo Tenepn
¢ Ham¥u Oynet?!

MenjieHHBIMM MaJIeHBKMMHU IHaKKaMU Mbl HAYMHAEM TMSITUTbCS Hazaa. MHe HacTOJbKO
CTpAIlHO, YTO § JaXke pajia, YTO MOM pOT IMO-MIPEeKHEMY 3a)aTa MY:KCKOH JafoHblo. U celiuac MHe
yXke BCe PaBHO, KaK IJIOTHO MbI PHKUMAeMCs JpyT K apyry. Hukakoro cMyieHus, TOJIbKO KeJlaHue
BBIKUTb.

Kaxercsi, mpoxoouT 1iesasi BEUHOCTh 3TOUM XOIbObI 32/10M Harepe, Mpexae yeM AppoH MeHs
OTIyCKAaeT ¥ BHOBb 3QKUTaeT IJIaMsl Ha CBOEH JIaIoHH.

— Yt0 Tam ObUI0? — OJIHUMH JIUIIb TYOAMH HIEMYy S1.

— Tebe nyure He 3HaTh, a TO TBOE CEPIEUKO MOXKET HE BBIAEPKATh TAKOTO MOTPSICEHUS, —
THXO oTBe4YaeT AppoH. — OcTaHbCs 31€Ch, a 51 IPOBEPIO BTOPOM MPOXO/.

— Her! — xBaraioch 3a MyCKYy/IMCTYIO PYKY JpaKOHa, eBa OH YCIEBaeT ClieaTh 1ar Brepe.
— 4 He ocTaHyCh TYT O/IHA, 1A €Ille U B IOJTHOW TEMHOTE.

— Tam MoxkeT ObITh ONAcHO /ISl TeOsl, — CYpPOBO OTBEUYAET OH, MOIISIbIBAS HA MO PYKH.

— A s 17e6s1?7 — BCKUBIBAIO UCITyTaHHBIN B3I, — Eciiu ¢ TOOOM YTO-TO CITyYHTCS, TO MHE
OJJHOM BCE PAaBHO HE BBIKUTb.

— He rosopu riynocreil. Co MHOI HUYETro IPOM30UTH HE MOXKET, — HEJJOBOJIbHO XMBIKAET OH.

— Otmyno. 3HauuT, Oyaenb MPUKPHIBATH MEHS, €CIIM YTO, — MPOU3HOIILY B3BOJHOBAHHO,
BCEM TEJIOM IMPUKUMASCh K €ro pyKe.

— Ortmyctu, — paszapakaercs oH. — f Be[jb cKa3al, 4To MPOBEPIO. . .

— 4 onHa 37€ch HE OCTaHyCh, — MPOU3HOIIY TIO cJIoram, YTOOBl ObUIO OoJiee JOXOMIMBO. —
Haxe He ipocu! 4 Bce paBHO MOy 3a TOOOM.

— Kakas e Tbl HeBBIHOCHMAs M HACTBIPHAS, — pa3/ipa’keHHO BBIJBIXAET OH, Kavyasi TOJIOBOM.
— JlamHo, ngem BMecte. Ho Oynb Beera y MeHs 3a CIIMHOM, 4TO OBl HU CITy4mIioch. Tede sicHO?

— SIcHee HeKyna, — KUBAIo f1.

— W He oTmyckaii Moo pyKy, — A00aBIIsieT OH, OypaBsi MEHsI B3IJISIIOM, U TIEPEIUIETAET MasIbIbl
HAIIIUX JIAJOHEMN.

WM ot 3TOro0 CruleTeHrs HaIMX PyK IO BCEMY Tely MPOKATHIBAETCS JMEKTPUIECKUN paspsiil.
Kazanock Obl, HIHTIMHEE TOTO MOMEHTa, KOrJa sl MPHKMMalach K ero oOHa)XKeHHOMY TOPCY BCeM
TEJIOM, TIPOCTO He MoxkeT ObITh. Ho ceffuac s omryinaio Kyzna 6onee cuIbHbIe SMOLUH. YTO-TO CPOIHU
BITIOOJICHHOCTH, TOJIBKO Topasno cuibHee. Ho 310 epyHna kakasi-to. He mory s BmoOUThCs 3a mapy
YacoB, J1a ellle U B TAKOTO HEBBIHOCUMOT'O MYKYHHY !
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2. Takep. «HexenaHHas UCTUHHASA JJIS IPAKOHA»

I'naBa 5

[Nemepa 3aBoauT Hac Bce ryOxke. Hukakux onmacHocTel — Bce CIIOKOMHO U TuXo. Y, Hajeiocs,
Tak OyleT u Jajbliie.

— 41 Benp cpazy Tede roBopuiia, YTO HYKHO WATH STUM IyTeM, — C TOPAOCTBIO MOMEYalo s,
He cliepaBIvch. — TyT coBepieHHO Ge30MacHo.

— OTKyaa Tel MOXeIlb 9TO 3HaTh? — XMBbIKaeT AppoH. — Mbl ellie He BhIOpasiuch. A BIiepeau
MOKET HaC KJ1aThb BCE, YTO YTOIHO.

— He 3naw. Ho eciu 05l 371€Ch 4TO-TO OBLIO. . .

— Cnymaii, — npepbiBaeT MeHsl JpakoH. — Tbl cMikoM MHOro GonTaeliib. [Tomomyu.

— Kakoti ke Tbl 3aHy11a, — (PbIPKAIO S ¥ HA3JIO Jepraio JApakoHa 3a pyKy.

W He ycrieBaio OOMHUTBCS, Kak APPOH HIBBIPSIET MEHSI Ha 3eMJTIO U HABAJIMBAETCSI CBEPXY BCEM
TeJIOM, BbIOMBAsI BO3AYX U3 JIETKUX.

Uro 0oH Ha 3TOT pa3 3agymMan?

— Yo TH cebe mo3BosIsienib?! — Kpsxdy s 1Mo MacCOM ero Tejia v e/IBa MOTY IOIIeBEUThCS.
— Cne3b ¢ MeHsI HeMeIJIEHHO !

— Jla 9TO ThI TOBOPHUIIIL? — SI3BUTEIBHO MPOM3HOCUT OH. — U 4TO THI chemnaenib, eciu He
cne3y, M-M-M? Thl Be/ib OJHOCTBIO 3aBUCHIIb OT MEHSI.

XJonao pecHULIAMH, TSI B JiedsHble OKeaHbl HAPOTUB, U MPOCTO HE HAXOXKY CIIOB IS
oTBeTa. [leficTBUTENBHO, HA UTO $1 CIOCOOHA MPOTUB JipakoHa? [l Hero st Ha30UIMBasl Myxa, KOTO-
PYIO OH MOXET MPUXJIONHYTH B JIIOOOH MOMEHT.

Ha, ¢pusndecku s HUYero emy He cienaw. Ho Benp s1 eMy HykHa, YTOOBI BHIOpAThCS. 3HAYMT,
MOTY OINEpUpPOBATh ITUM JIOBOIOM. [Ipyroro MHe He OcTaerTcsl.

— DTO0 THI OT MeH$1 3aBUCHILb, — (PbIpKaio B 0TBET. — U ecnu He HauHellb BecTu ce0si Hop-
MAaJIbHO, TO 51 IPOCTO BEPHYCh B TY YIOTHYIO MATIOCEHBKYIO TEIIepy U OCTaHYCh TaMm!

— Tel, ¥ mpaBaa, TyMaeliib, YTO CHOCOOHA HAITYTaTh MEHs STUM? — BbIIBIXAeT OH B MOU T'yOBbI.

Ero nuo tak 0;113K0, YTO AbIXaHUE NIePEXBaTHIBAET BHOBb, 4 B AMSTH BCILTBIBAET HAIIl HEIAB-
HUI noriesTyid. M kak Obl XOTENIOCh UCTIBITATh €T0 ellle Pa30K, MOYYBCTBOBATh ST MATKHE TYOHI. . .

— I'ynas 1eBYOHKA, — BHOBb OT3bIBaeTCSI APpPOH, OTPE3BJIsAs MEHS OT HEPA3yMHBIX MBICIIEH.
— 41 Besib IPOCTO MOTY 3aKMHYTh TeOsI Ha TUIEUO M YHECTH C cOOOi. Thl nake caenarh HUYEro He
cMmosxelb. Ho, 3Haellb, He XoueTcsl TacKaTh TSKECTH BCIO JOPOTY.

TouHo, riynas. A ere, Moxoxe, COBCEM colluia ¢ yma. ToNbKO HeJaBHO CTpajalia u3-3a pas-
OUTOro cepalia, a y:ke MeuTaio o MOLeNysX KaKoro-To BapBapa, KOTOpbIi TO U IeJI0 MHE XaMUT U HU
BO UTO He cTaBUT. JIMKOCTh xe! Vv 3T0 3anmrHast peakiys MOero Mo3ra, 4toOsl 51 He TiepekrBaja
60Jb peaTeNnbeTa’?

— IlpekpacHo, — XpUIUIO OT3BIBAIOCH S1 M OTBOPAYMBAIO JIUIIO, Pa3pbiBasl HAIIl 3PUTENIbHBIN
KOHTAKT. — TbI CHJIbHEe MeHsl, 9TO MbI yxke NOoHsUM. Ho Thl Tak u Oyjiels Ha MHE JIeKaTh, TIOKa He
pa3naBuiLb?

— Boo0i1ie-To, s TOJIBKO 4TO criac Tede KU3Hb. A Thl ellle ¥ HeIOBOJIbHA, — OypYUT OH, CIOJI-
3aeT ¢ MEeHS U JIOXKUTCS PSAOM.

— W or yero ke Thl MeHd crac?

— [MocMoTpu BO-OH Ty[a, — MPOTITUBAET OH U YKA3bIBAET HA CTEHY, U3 KOTOPOM TOpYaT MeTaJ-
rdeckue crpenbl. — Ecnu Obl 1 He moBamil TeOs, TO OIHA M3 STUX CTPeJT MOrJia Obl IIPOJIBIPSIBUTH
TBOIO OECTOJIKOBYIO TOJIOBYIIIKY.

— XBaTuT YK€ Ha3bIBaTh MEHS MIIYNOM! DTO COBEPIIEHHO HE Tak! — BO3MYIIAIOCH 1.

— Emie v o6uauuBas, — ycMexaeTcsi IPaKoH U JIOKUTCS Ha KUBOT. — JIaTHO, XBAaTUT SI3bIKAMU
yecatb. [Tonsu 3a MHOM.
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9. Takep. «Hexenannas UCTHUHHAS AJI JPAKOHA»

— INon3t? — HEOBOIBHO XMYPIOCh.

— A Kak ThI XoTesia? Briepeui MOryT OBITH €I1ie CTpeJIbl.

Takoro HaCHIIIIEHHOTO JIHSI y MEHsI ellle HUKOra He ObU10. beibl MOKUAAI0T Ha KaKI0M YTy
Y HEU3BECTHO, KOTJIa COJIOMKH TMOZICTENIUTh. XOUETCs TIOCKOpee YKe BRIOPAThCs U3 ITOM MPOKJISATOM
Terepsl, BOT TOJBKO IIaBHAs Oefla Bceraa co MHOM. M cefiuac oHa Moyi3eT mpsiMo mepeo MHOM.

JlecsITOK MeTpOB IMOJI3KOM, W, HAKOHEIl, APPOH MOAHUMAETCSI Ha HOTH, BHIIPSIMIISISICH BO BECh
MOTYYMIA POCT.

— Ve Bce? BesonacHo? Mo:xxHO BcTaBaTh? — Ha BCAKUM ClTy4aidl YTOUHSIO 1, 33/1paB IOJIOBY.

— BesonacHo. Ho ecnu xouelnb, MOXelIb ele monoisath. Tak Thl BHIVISAMIID elle 3a0aBHee,
— cMeeTcs AppOH, JIeaeT yBepEeHHbIH 1ar BIepes, a Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE OH OKa3bIBAeTCs B UCKPSI-
IIUXCST CETSIX, KOTOphle OOBOJAKMBAIOT JPAaKOHA B KOKOH, OOE3ABMKMBAsI €ro M 3aCTaByIsisl yNacTh
IUIaIMS Ha 3eMJIIO.

C o71HOI1 CTOPOHBI, s1 HEMHOTO Pajia, UYTO Ha JIpakoHa Hauuiack ynpasa. Ho B To ke Bpems B
3TOM HET Hu4ero xopouiero. HenspecTHo, KTo paccTaBui 3TU ceTu. Y eciti 3T0T KTO-TO MPUIET CIoAa,
TO s OKaXXyCh a0COTIOTHO Oe33aIUTHOM.

— TBosI caMOyBepeHHOCTb cpadoTaa MpOTUB TeOsl, — HEPBHO YCMEXAIOCh s M TIOATON3aI0 K
AppoHy, coOrpaoch IOMOYb €MY BBIITYTaThCS.

— He Tporaii! Eciu He xouelib. . .

Ho s yxe kacaioch ceTy B TOT MOMEHT, KOIZla APAaKOH HauMHaeT cBowo ¢paszy. U BOT, Mbl yxke
BIBOEM B 3TUX ceTsiX. OOe3ABIKEHHBIE U TPHIKATHIE APYT K APYTY CITUHAMM.

Her, 310 HeBbiHOCMMO! MBI Tak 1 OyzieM JIMITHYTh APYT K Apyry?

— Ecm He Xoyelb Toke OKa3aThCsl B CETH, — TSIKEJIO B3/IBIXAeT OH, 3aKaHYMBasI Peyb.

— Hapo 6b110 paHbiiie 00 3TOM MpeaypeskaaTh, — MOKAIO .

— Jla Kyna yx pasblie?! — paszapaxaercs OH.

— Hy yx u3BuHHUTE, 1 XOTENIA IOMOYb.

— Ilomorna — He To cJIOBO, — Oyp4uT AppOH.

— XBaTuT yxe Bopuars! Jlyuie gymai, 4To HaM Terepb J1eaTh.

Crpax peanbHOI OMacCHOCTU, KOTOpasi BOT-BOT MOXET HACTUIHYTh HAC, BIOHSIET B CTYIOp U
HE JaeT HOpMaJIbHO MbICTUTE. U axke AppoH, BECh TaKOUM M3 ceOsl CUJIBHBIA U MOTYIIECTBEHHBIMH,
HETIO/IBYKHO JICKUT U HUYETO He MpeJIPHHIMAET.

— Hy? — nHeteprienuBo TpeOylo OT HEro XOTh KaKUX-TO JEUCTBUIA.

— Hla nymaro s1, tymaio! — HepBHO oTBevaeT oH. — He oTBiiekaii MeHsl.

— Ha 4gero Tyt nymats? Thl ke cuibHbli! [IpocTo pazopsu ceTh.

— IlpocTo? — HepBHO ycMexaercsi OH. — Bo-nepBbIX, 3TO Maruyeckasi CeTb, ¥ €€ TaK JIErKo
HE pa3opBaTh. A, BO-BTOPHIX, s MOT' Obl TonbITarhcs. Ho moHmmaens, Kakasi mryka... Mou pyku
OKa3aJIMCh 32 CIIMHOM, €Ille U MTPUKATH TBOMMH OeIpaMHu.

OT cMmyllleHUsI M pacTepsIHHOCTA PAaCKpPhIBAI0 POT B IIYMHOM B3[I0X€ U UyBCTBYIO, KaK JIMIIO
3ayMBaeT Kpackod. Ho ceiiuac MHe M BUHUTH-TO HEKOTO0. AppOH He BUHOBAT, YTO Mbl OKA3aJIMCh B
TaKOM HEyAOOHOM IOJIOKEHUH. B MpsIMOM CMBICIIE 9TOTO CJIOBA.

— A BOT eciu Obl ThI HE OTOPONUJIACH U HE TIPOTSIHY/Ia CBOM PYYOHKH KO MHE, — N00aBIIsIeT
OH, — TO ceiyac y MeHs ObLTH Obl BCE IIAHCHI MTOITPOOOBATh BHIOPATHC.

— 3HauuT, 3TO s BUHOBaTa?! — BO3MYIIAIOCH S1.

— A xto0 *)e eme? He s xe.

— OueBugHO, uto Thi! Ecii Ob1 ObLT BHUMATENIbHEE, TO 3aMETHJI OBl CETH M HEe YTOIWJI B HUX !

— bBoru, — ¢ yTpoOHBIM pblYaHWEM BbIABIXaeT JpakoH. — Cracnbo BaM OrPOMHOE 3a 3TO
yynecHoe aapoBanue! Eciu BbI keslaiv MHE CMEPTH, TO BBIOPAI CaMBIil M3OIIPEHHBINA CIIOCO0.

— He cTout BUHUTD APYTUX B CBOMX MpoOieMax, — XMbIKaIo 51. — M, MOXeT, Mbl yke BepHEMCS
K TOMY, YTOOBI TIONBITATHCSI HAUTH BBIXOJ U3 CIIOKHBIICHCS CUTYyaIn?

— I'ne HaxonATCA TBOM pyKH? — ClpalimBaeT AppoH.
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9. Takep. «Hexenannas UCTHUHHAS AJI JPAKOHA»

— Bnonb Mmoero tea. A 4to?

— Cmosxenb 3aj1e3Th B IIPaBbIil KApMaH MOUX OpIOK?

— Hy-y, s MOry nonbITaThCsl, — 3alyMYHMBO MPOTATUBAIO 1. — TONBKO 3auem?

— Tam JeXuT KaMeHHasl 3aTOo4Ka, — MOsICHsIeT OH. — U, B TEOpUH, THI MOXKEIIb C TIOMOIIBIO
Hee TIOBPeIUThb ceTh. ECIM CUIEHOK XBaTHT.

Hy nouemy o takoii HeBoiHOCUMBIN? Kax 0¥ cBoel (ppa3oil OH HAMEPEHHO MBITAETCSI MEHS
3aneTb. CamoyTBepskaaeTcs 3a Mot cuer? He Ha Ty Hama!

— ¥V MeHS-TO CHJICHOK XBaTUT. JIUIIIb OBl TOJBKO TBOSI 3aTOYKA OKA3JIaCh IOCTATOYHO OCTPOM,
— KpsIX4y s, IpoOHpasich pyKoi kK Horam AppoHa. — Tbl COBCEM yX He MOXOXK Ha MacTepa.

— A THI He TTOX0%a Ha BOCIIMTAHHYIO IEBYIIIKY, CIIOCOOHYIO JepKaTh SI3bIK 32 3yOaMH.

— C 1ebs npumep Oepy, — yCMeXaioCh, MBITasiCh OTHICKaTh NMpOpe3b KapMaHa. — Kaxercs,
Halymnasia.

— He Hamynana, — XpUIUIo OT3bIBaeTcs ApakoH. — KapmaH npasee v BbIlIE.

Kaxercsi, Bcst KpoBb U3 Tesa MpUWiInia cefuac K Moemy Jimiy. [axe qymars He Xody, 4To
Hallynajga Ha caMmoM JieJie, U Pe3KO JIepraio pyKoi Bblilie U npaBee. Kakoii mo3op!

Eie napy MUHYT HEJIOBKMX JBHMKEHHI, U, HAKOHEI, MHE yaeTcs 3aj1e3Th B KapMaH. KoHunku
MaJIbLIEB KAcalOTCs XOJOTHOTO MeTalja. S Kpernko XBaraloch 3a 3aTOUKY U HEHAPOKOM PaHIO MaJiell,
KOTOPBIN TYT K€ HAYMHAET MyJIbCHPOBATh OT OOJH.

C TpyzoM ynepKuBal0 3aTOUKY, IepeMelal pyKy B Oosiee ygoOHOe MOJIOKEHHWE W Hauu-
HAl0 MWINTh ceTh. UyBCTBYIO BJary Ha MaJjibliaX, M3-3a KOTOPOW OpYyAME HAIIErO CHACeHUs] MOXKET
BBICKOJIb3HYTb M3 PYKH, U €Ille Kpermue CKUMAI0 MeTasul.

— Bepy cBowm ciioBa Hazaa. 3aTOUKHM [ieaelllb YTo Hal0, — OOpaIaoch K JPaKOHY, YTOObI XOTh
KaK-TO OTBJIEYbCSI OT TEPIMMOM, HO OUeHb HENPUSTHOU OOJTH.

— B uem pmeno? [Mopanunack? — BIiepBbIe B €r0 TOJIOCE S CIIBIITY HOTKU OECIIOKONCTBA.

— HemHoro, — B3zpixato s1. — Ho TBoe couyBCTBHE MHE ceiiyac He oMoskeT. Jlyuilie pacckaxu
yT10-HUOYAb. OTBIIEKH MEHS.

— A 0 9eM THI XOTes1a Obl y3HaTh?

— Hy, yro-uuOyap o Bamem mupe. Kakoit on? Onacuo 3aech? Vm nmoyty Be3ae COKOWHO?
Sl BOT axe MpeAcTaBUTh TIOKA HE MOTY, YTO MEHs JKJIeT 3a IpejesiaMu 3Tou nemiepsl. Ho nmoka mMue
31€Ch COBCEM HE HPABUTCHI.

— DT0 He camoe Xy/llee MeCTo, B KOTOPOM MOXHO OUyTUTHCS, — 3aJyMUYHBO IMPOUZHOCUT
AppoH. — B GonbIIMHCTBE CBOEM HaIll MUP TPEKPaceH, HO eCTb. ..

BHe3arHo OH 3aMosKaer.

— Yo ectb? [Iponomkail, — Mmpolry s ¥ MPUKYCHIBAIO ry0y.

OT KpOBM pyKH CTAHOBATCSI Bce OosIee BIaXXHBIMH, 3aTO MHE TIOUTH YJaJIOCh pa3pe3aTh MepBYIO
BepeBKy. EIie HecKombKo, 1 AppOH HaBEpHSIKA CMOXKET IMPOTUCHYTh CBOIO PYKY U pa3opBaTh CETh.

— OcTaHOBHUCh, — TUXO, HO TpeOOBaTEIbHO MPOM3HOCUT OH. — ThI BCE paBHO HE YCIIeelllb.
OHnu yxe uayr.

— Onu? Kto oHn? — 3a/1pIXasich OT BOJIHEHM S, CITPAILMBAIO 5.

— I'HOMBI.

— I'HoMBI? — ¢ TYO cphIBaeTcs cMeloK. — Pa3Be oHM omacHbI?

B MoeMm mpencTaBieHHM THOMBI — 3TO 3a0aBHBIE MaJIeHbKHE UYEJIOBEYKHM B KOJIAYKax M C
T'YCTBIMU JUTMHHBIMU Oopozamu. M Bo Bcex ckazkax OHU Beera Obli JoOpbiMU. HacKobKO 51 TOMHIO.

— Ele kak onacHel, — OTBET AppoHa He BCEJIsIeT HUKAKOI Ha/IexK Ibl.

[Noxoxe, B TOM MHpE OHU COBCEM He TaKue, KaKUMH Mbl MX MPEJICTABIISIEM.
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I'maBa 6

MHe Kaxercsi, 4To Moe cepiie ObeTcsl TAK TPOMKO, UTO 51 OTYETIMBO Cbiny ero. Ho cryk
CTaHOBUTCS BCE TPOMYE, U 1 HAYMHAIO IOHUMATh, YTO 3TO 1Iard. Te camble THOMBI, O KOTOPBIX CKa3aJl
AppoOH, yxe coBceM OTM3KO.

— A TbI TOXe UX OouiIbcsi? — mienyy 5. — Thl BeIb JPaKOH, U JAOJIKEH ObITh CHIIbHEE UX. A
ellle Thl TOBOPWJI, YTO MPABUIIIb 3TUM MUPOM. Hey:kem oM IpUUUHAT Bpell CBOEMY MPAaBUTEITIO?

— Bo-niepBbIX, 51 mpaBuTelb KoposieBctBa CaHrapy, a He BCEro Mupa, 1 LIApCTBO 3TUX YPOILEB
MHE He MOJUMHSIETCs. A, BO-BTOPBIX, JAPAKOHBI HUKOTO He 00STCs, — ¢ Oe3rpaHUYHON CaMOyBEpeH-
HOCTBIO OTBEYaeT ApPpOH.

— A 3auyeM TOrja HarHeTaellb U FOBOPHIb, YTO OHU OMACHBI? — HEJOYMEBAIO £l

— OmnacHel 151 YeJIOBEeKa, — M0 CJIOraM MPOM3HOCUT OH. — Thl Bellb HUYEro MPOTUB HUX HE
cAenaenb.

— Ho TbI Belb MEH# 3alUTHILb, — C MHUMOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO IPOU3HOIIY Sl U ONIEPUPYIO TEM
(pakTOM, OT KOTOPOrO OTKPEIMBAIACH BCE ITO BpeMsi: — $I BeAb TBOSI UCTUHHAS.

INoka st He 0 KOHIIA TOHUMAIO, YTO BOOOIIE JaeT CTaTyC MCTUHHOM, U KaKue MPEeuMYyIIecTBa
y MeHs1 uMetotcsl. Eciim oHu, KOHEeUHO, BOOOIIE eCTb.

— Hapo ke, Kak Tbl 3aroBOpujIa, — € €XUIHOM YCMELIKOW OT3bIBAETCS IPAKOH.

— Tak Tb 3ammTHIIbL MeHs. [IpaBaa?

— Mowu cusbl 3a0510kMpoBaHbl. TONBKO UX Majiasi YacTh BEPHYJIACH [TOC/IE YCTAHOBJICHUS CBSI3U
Mesxay Hamu. Ho B 9TuX ceTsix s1 BOoOIIe HUYero cyiejiaTh He MOTYy.

3BYUYHUT COBEPIIIEHHO He OOHA/IEKUBAIOIIIE.

— Ho, Tak u ObITb, 1 YTO-HUOY/Ib MPUIYMAIO, — CO CHUCXOX/ICHHEM OOaBIIsieT AppOH.

Bboxe moi, kakasa yects! [locrapaercs oH... A, MOXET, HE TaK U CTPALIHO OKa3aTbCs y ITUX
rHomMoB? byny 1151 Hux ux benocHexkou. Bee Jrydiie, yem octaBatbCcsl ¢ TUM HaryieoMm!

Ho 3ti mbicnu TyT ke pa3BeuBalOTCs, KOrAa U3 DIyOMH Meliepbl HAYMHAIOT MOSIBISATHCS Te
camble THOMBL. V1 4KciTy MX HET KOHLA.

Jla, MajieHbK1e, HU3KOPOCIIbIE, ITYIIJIbIE ¥ BBINIAAAT TAK KYTKO, UTO XOUETCS 3aKMYPHUTh IJ1a3a
1 He OTKpbIBaTh. Koxa 3e1eHoBaTo-ceporo 1BeTa, CIUIONIb NOKPbITas HApoCcTaMu. M HAOMUHAIOT
OHU KMBBIX CKEJIETOB, HA KOTOPBIX U OJEKbI TOJIKOM HET.

51 onpeiesIeHHO MOropsYMIIACh. YK JIyYllle OCTAaThCS C APAKOHOM HABEKH, YEM OCTaThCS 3/1ECh.

— APpPpOH, 4TO HaM JieaTh? — B yKace IIenvy, OKHUIast XOTb KaKUX-TO YKa3aHUM.

— Momnuu. IIpocto momum.

OpvH U3 THOMOB, UyTh OoJiee YITUTAHHBIN, YeM OCTaJbHble, B3MAXMUBAET JJMHHBIM TOCOXOM,
W3[1aeT MEP3KUH 3BYK, U apMHUs 32 €ro CIMHOM OCTaHaBJIMBAeTCsA. BUIMMO, OH MX IiaBapb. 3aTeM
OH TOAXOIUT K HaM OJIMKE U C UHTEPECOM paccMaTpuBaeT. A s HEBOJIBHO COAPOTraloch, KOTJa BHKY
ero ’KyTKOE JIUIO Tak OMu3Ko. [71a3 mouTH HeT, Wb y3KUe MEJI0UYKH, CKBO3b KOTOPHIE BUIHEIOTCS
SIPKO-KPACHBIE 3PAYKH.

— Kak uHTepecHO, — ¢ IPOTUBHBIM CKPEXETOM MPOU3HOCUT IJIaBaph M KACAETCs MOCOXOM
MO€U pyKH, a Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE 1 UyBCTBYIO, UTO YK€ HUUETO HE CKOBBIBAET MOM JIBUKECHUS.

EnBa onoMHMBIIKCH, OTION3A10 K CTEHE M BUXKY, 4YTO APPOH MO-NIPekKHEMY B ceTsx. Bo3Bpa-
II1a10 UCITyTaHHBIN B3JISIT K OMEP3UTEIbHOMY THOMY Y HAUMHAIO TOJI3TH 0OPaTHO K ApPpPOHY, HO ITOCOX
TYT € NPErpax/1aeT MHE MyTb.

— Kpacusas. [laxe CIUIIKOM, — CO 3710l YCMEIIKOM MPOU3HOCUT THOM. — [lake xanb Oyner
T€OS €CTb.

JIunkwuii y:xac mpornuThIBaeT BO3AyX U 3a0upaercs 1noj koxy. CTaTh 4bei-To IJIEHHUIEH — 3TO
ele OJHO Aes0. A BOT yKHHOM. .. HeT-HeT, noxainyiicra, TOJIbKO He 310!

— He TpoHb ee, — rpo3HO OT3bIBAETCSA APPOH, U 9XO0 €0 roJIoca Pas3yeTaeTcs Mo BCer neuepe.
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9. Takep. «Hexenannas UCTHUHHAS AJI JPAKOHA»

ToHkue ryObl THOMa KPUBSTCS B €XUIHON YCMENIKe, M OH IPUOINKAETCS K IPAaKOHY, OCTABHB
MEeHS:

— He Bonnyiics, 10 Te0s1 TOxke ouepeab A0UAeT.

— He noiiger, — ¢ Bonuioiei yBepeHHOCThIO Mpou3HOCUT AppoH. — { npaButens Canrappa.
W ecnu THI HaC OCBOOOAMIIIB, TO MONYUYHIIb TOPa3Io OOJIBIIE, YeM MOKEIIb IIOUMETh Cefuac.

— A 3710 elie UHTepecHee, — cKpexeler rHoM. — W kak ke npasutens CaHrapza mnonai B
HAIIIU Tiemepb?

— W3-3a mpepateneil, KOTopble HeMpeMeHHO OYyIyT HaKa3aHbl, KOT/ia s BEPHYCh B KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— Tak coBceM HeMHTepecHO, — OTMaxuBaeTcss OH. — KTo 3Haer, 4to ¢ ToOOM CIyduTcs, u
CHOEPIKHIIb JIX Thl CBOE CJIOBO. §l MpeArnounTan Oparh TO, 4TO UMEETCs ceivac, a He pacCUMTHIBATh
Ha I1yCThIE CJIOBA.

— V MeHs ceituac HUYero HeT, — 3710 OpocaeT AppoH. — Ho s maio TeGe c10BO mpaBUTeIA. . .

— bna-6na-6ma. CHoBa ciioBa, — TpepbiBaeT ero rHoM. — Eciu Tebe Heuero mpeasiokuTh
NpsIMO ceiyac, KpoMe CBOe JKM3HH, TO HaM HeUero o0CykJarh.

[Toxoxe, HameATbCS HAM Hevero. YTo MOKHO NPeAIoKUTh THOMaM? Y MeHsI TOJIBKO OJekK/a,
KOTOpasi UM, OYEBUJHO, COBEPILIEHHO HE HY’KHa. A ellle MaJIeHbKasi CyMOYKa, B KOTOPOH JiexkKart TeJie-
(oH 1 KJTI0uM OT JoMa. Bpsij i1 MX 9TO yCTPOUT, HO MOMBITATHCS CTOUT.

CrentHo JocTalo U3 CYMKU CBOM BEIllM M TPOMKO TIPOU3HOIILY, TPOTSHYB UX THOMY:

— ¥V mens ectb 310!

— Yro 310? — MOpIIMTCS OH, OYATO 5 eMy MPOTSIHYJA Beipo oMoeB. — be3nenymmku MeHs
HE UHTEPECYIOT.

— IManbTo BOT XOpOILIee ecTh, — C MOCIEAHEN HA/IeKJ0M MPOU3HOLLY $1, IEPHYB 3a BOPOTHUK,
Y Jie3y B KapMaHbl. — Elie nepyarku u. ..

B npaBoM KapmaHe HATBIKAIOCh HAa HECKOJIBKO JIECSITUPYOJIEBBIX MOHET, KOTOpPbIe MHE OTIaJIH
claverd B MapiipyTKe.

Hano nonbiratbess. Yem dept Hu myTUT? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B CKa3KaxX THOMBI JIIOOAT 30J10TO,
a MOHETKHM KaK pa3 30JI0TOrO 1IBETa.

— W BoT eme! — BBIrpedan 13 KapMaHa Bce CBOE JI0OPO ¥ MPOTATUBAI0 THOMY Ha PaCKPHITON
JIaJJOHMU.

®U3MOHOMMSI THOMA CTAHOBUTCS CEPhE3HOM U KpailHe 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOM.

— 3910 4y-yT0? K-KOH(peTa? — 3amKasich, XpUIUT OH, U IO YroJIKaM €ro pra HauMHaeT CTeKaTb
BSI3Kasl CJIIOHA.

[lepeBoxy B3MIs] Ha CBOIO JIAZJOHb M BUKY, YTO CPEeAM MOHET 3arecaiics JeaeHel. OH ele ¢
MPOIIIOTO rofia BaJIsieTCsl B KapMaHe, a sl Bce BpeMsl 3a0bIBaJia €ro BBIKUHYTb.

I'HoM TsHETCS K MOe JIaJIOHH, U $1 CIIELTHO 3aKPBIBAIO €€.

— Hla, koHpeTa. U 0-oveHb BKyCHasl, — C YJIBIOKOM MPOTATUBAIO 51, CMEKHYB, UTO 3TO MOXET
CTaTh HaIlIMM criaceHueM. — f] XoTesa ee checTh cama, HO... Tak u ObITh, OTJaM BaM, €CJI Bbl HAC
ocBoOoIuTE.

— Io pykam, — B HeTeprieHU! BBINAIMBAET THOM M MPOTATMBAET MHE JPOXKAIIYIO KUJIMCTYIO
PYKY.

Kmypsick OT HENPUSA3HU, TOKUMAIO €r0 JIMIKYIO XOJIOJHYIO JIaJoHb. 1 yepe3 MrHoBeHue Hau
PYKH OKYTHIBa€T Marmueckoe CBeUeHHeE.

He memkasi, THOM TyT e OCBOOOXK1aeT AppOHa U3 CeTei, 3aTeM MOAXOAUT KO MHE BILIOTHYIO
Y IIUTIAT:

— Jla-aii.

— KoHeyHo-koHeuHO, — 60pMOUYy s, BRIY)KHBAIO U3 KapMaHa Jie/IeHel U Bpy4aio THOMY.

3a J0TI0 CeKyH/IBl OH OCBOOOXKIaeT KOH(ETY OT (DaHTUKA U, yIepKuBas NajJbliaMu, OOJITU3bI-
BaeT ee UIMHHBIM SI3bIKOM, OpbI3Xka CIIOHOW BO BCE CTOPOHBI. 3aTeM CPBIBACTCS C MecTa, OKHUT K
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2. Takep. «HexenaHHas UCTUHHASA JJIS IPAKOHA»

CBOEH apMUU U MPOM3HOCUT YTO-TO HETIOHSATHOE, TIOCTIE Yero KPUKHU JIMKOBAHHUSI PA3HOCSTCS 110 BCel
nerepe, ortymas.

— Ortkyna y 1eds1 KoH(peTa? — B U3yMJIEHUH CIIpaliuBaeT AppoH, TPUOIM3UBIIKCH KO MHE.

— Jla oHa gaBHO yXe B KapMaHe BaJisijlach, — OTBEYalo 51 M HAaOM0/1a10, KaK THOMBI TIEPeaaioT
APYT APYTY JieJieHell U TIOOYePEeaHO OONMM3bIBAIOT, 3aIMBas TElIepy CIOHAMU. — $1 Takue He OYeHb
mo060. XOpoIIo, 4To He BHIOpOCHIIA.

— BoiOpocuna? — B HENOHUMAaHUU XMbIKaeT AppOH.

— 41 Tak MoHMMaIo, y BaC KOH(ETHl peIKOCTh?

— Eme kakasi, — KuBaeT oH. — B Hamem Mupe Thl 32 Hee MorJia Obl TTOJy4UThb 1eJI0e COCTO-
sIHUE.

— A nonyunia xu3Hb. TBOIO M CBOIO, — MOXHMMal riedamu. — Kcraru, orOnarogaputs 3a
ClaceHue He XOvelllb?

— Emre vero, — HeOpe:xHO OpocaeT oH B oTBeT. — Tl ciacia Tosbko cedst. Co MHOM OHU Bee
PaBHO HUYETO HE CMOIIU OBl CAENATh.

— Hy na, KoHe4HO, — ycMeXaioch 51 ¥ ULy Briepea. — Miem ckopee, MOKa OHH 3aHSTHI IEJIOM.
A TO ellie epeymaror.
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I'nasa 7

Apmusi OyHHBIX THOMOB-CJIAIKOCKEK YK€ M03a/M, a BIEpeAr BUIHEeTCs CBEeT. MBI MouTH
BBIOPAJIMCh, MOXKHO BBIJIOXHYTh C OOJIErYEeHUEM.

— A noyeMy KOH(ETHI y BaC Tak BbICOKO LIEHATCS1? — CIpalMBaI0 U3 JIIOOONBITCTBA.

— Pacrenus, U3 KOTOpPBIX UX JEJIAI0T, KpailHe IPUXOTIIMBBIL, — OTBeYaeT AppoH. — BblpacTuTh
UX CTOUT OIPOMHOIO Tpy/Ja ¥ BPEMEHHU.

— Tlonyuaercs, BB BOOOIIE HE eiUTe CIaA0CTei? — M3yMIIsioch s1. — Hu mupoXkHBIX, HU
3edpupa, HA MEeYEeHbs?

Her, Takoil Mup MHe OIpeAeneHHO He I10 Aylle.

— B 0CHOBHOM, — 3arafiouHo oTBe4aeT oH 1 AodasiseT: — Ho npassiiero posaa 31o He Kaca-
ercsi. S1 Mory Nno3BoJuTh cede Bee.

— Hy koneuno, — ycmexatoch 1. — COBEpIIEHHO BCe, U JJaXE MOCUIETh B OAMHOYECTBE B
nielepe napy-Tpouky Jier.

— Thl HAXOAMIIIb STO CMEUTHBIM? — C YTPOOHBIM pbIYaHHEM APPOH B OJJHO MTHOBEHHE BbIpac-
TaeT NepeJo MHOM, 3acTaBiisis MOeKUTbcs. — Te, KTO 3TO cliesiall, HeIPEMEHHO IMOIUIATATCS CBOEH
KU3HBIO. DTO MpECTyIUIeHHe MPOTHB npaButens. Y coerylo Tebe Gosee He OTIMyCKaTh MOIOOHBIX
nryTok. MiHaue MHe mipujercs Te0st BocnuTath. M, moBeps, Tede 3TO Bpsi/L JIM TOHPABUTCSI.

— JlagHo-nagHo. f moHsina, — YacTo KMBaIo, Kak O0JBaHUMK, U CIVIATHIBAIO BSI3KYIO CITIOHY.

C npakoHOM, M NpaBAa, UIyTKY IUIOXH. JlydIlle MHE NOMaJIKMBAaTh, a HE MBITATHCA 3alIOJIHUTh
MOJTYAJIUBYIO 11AY3Y.

— OueHb HaJeICh, YTO MOHSIA, — HEOPEKHO OpOCcaeT OH, CKPUBHB T'yObl, 1 BHOBb U/IET BIIe-
pen.

Teneps 51 He crielly ero HarHaTh. BeIxon yxe coBceM 011M3K0, onacatbes 6onblie Heuero. Haze-
I0Ch Ha 3TO.

CeIpas xonoznHas Iemepa OKas3blBaeTcs 033U, U B30py OTKPbIBAETCS HEBEPOATHAsA KpacoTa
npuponsl. Kpyrom 1ersl HeoObIuaitHbIX (POPM M paCLIBETOK, TYCThIE pa3MAallCThIE AEPEBbs C IIUPO-
KUMH TPUYYUTMBBIMU CTBOJIAMHM M MOTYYMMM KOPHSIMH. B HeOe seTaioT UrpuBble CTailKu NTHUI] U
mebevyT Ha pa3HbIil Ja.

Kapkuil Bo3ayx OyKBaJbHO IPOMMUTAH CJaJKOBATO-NPSAHBIM apoOMaToM IIBETOB M TPaB.
Xouercsl Hockopee cOPOCUTH TETLTYIO OJIEK/AY Y HACTAAUThCS TETUIBIMU COJTHEUHBIMU JTyYMKAMU.

— Kak e 31ech KpacuBo! — ¢ MeuTaTesbHOI YIBIOKOW MPOTATMBAIO S M CHUMAIO TMaJIbTO,
OTOpAachIBasi €ro B CTOPOHY — 371€Ch OHO MHE YK€ He IPUIOJUTCS.

Ho no BelpakeHMIo Julja AppoHa He cKasaTbh, YTO 3/ICIIHHUIA BUJ €r0 XOTh YEM-TO pajiyer.
CvInKoM XMypBI M HEIOBOJIBHBIA. 3aHy/a!

— DTO MECTO HE TO, YEM KaKETCsl, — HACTOPOKEHHO IPOTATUBAET OH.

— Y10 THI MMeelIb B BUy? — HEMOHMMAIOLIE CIPALIMBAIO 1 U UAY K HEOObYallHOMY IIBETKY,
YTOOBI PACCMOTPETD €T0 MOOIMIKE.

— Croii Ha MecTe! — psaBkaeT oH. — U HU Kk yeMy He npuKacaiics!

3acThIBalo, KaKk BKOMIAHHAsI, M KOJMIOYMH CTpax HAYMHAET IPOOMPATHCS MO KOKY.

— A 410 ¢ 3TUM MecToM He Tak? OObsCHM, — TpOIIy, OOEPHYBIINCH, U C TPEBOTON TTISIKY
Ha MYXXYMHY.

Teneps 51 BOOOIIIE OOIOCH TOIIEBEUTHCS, TIOKA HE Y3HAI0, B YeM [IETIO.

— Bce, 4To THI ceffuac BUAMIIL — WJUTIO3Us], — OTBeYaeT AppoH. — S1oBuTas nblibla, KOTo-
pasi BUTAET B BO3/1yXe, IPOBOLMPYET TBOI MO3I ITOKA3bIBaTh TO, UTO ThI KeJIAelllb YBUAETb.

Ha cexyHay 3agymbIBaioch 1 B ykace IOHUMaI0, YT0 AppoH npas. [IpuMepHO TakuMm s 1 nipeji-
CTaBJIslIa 3TOT MUP, IOKA Mbl OpOIMIIM 10 KYTKOM merepe. A Tenepb Mos (paHTa3us cTana siBbIO.

— U yT0 HaMm Teneps AenaTh? — 3a7bIXasich OT BOJHEHHUS], CIIPALIMBAIO Y IPAKOHA.
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— He BapixaThb nbUIbily. Ml HM B KOEM Cilyvae He MPUKAcaThCsl K PACTEHUsIM, KOTOPBIE ee Mpo-
n3BOAAT. MiHaue rajunionMHanmy cBeayT Teds ¢ yma.

Perenune npexkpacHoe U BIOJHE o4eBUIHOE. TONbKO Kak 3TO c/ienarh?

O apIBaloch MO CTOPOHAM, TBITAsICh PUIYMaTh XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, M 3aMEUal0 CBOE MAJIbTO.
Touno, a 310 uges!

— Hawm HyXHO ABIIIaTh Yepe3 TKaHb! — 3asBJISI0 5 ¥ KPaJLyCh 0OOpaTHO TEM ke IyTeM, KaKuM
OTXOAMJIA OT NEIEPHI.

[TogHuMaro nasnbTo U ¢ cuiloi Aepraio 3a pykaB. HauBHas. TkaHb IpoIIMTa CJMILIKOM XOPOLIO,
YTOOBI TAaK JIETKO MOpBaTh. He 3ps 51 32 3TO MaJbTO HENbIX AECATh THICSY OTBAIMIIA.

— Jlaii ciona, — XMbIKaeT AppoH, TSIl HA MOU TIOTYTH, OTOMPAET MaJIbTO U OIHUM JBHKEHHEM
pa3pbIBaeT €ro Mormojam.

Bort 310 cuna! Hy na, o uem 310 . OH Bellb KAMEHHYIO CTEHY Iellepbl KyJIaKaMH ITPOJIOMMUIL.

Eliie HeCKOMIBKO JIOBKMX JBVKEHHIA, U Y HETO B PyKaX OCTAlOTCs IBa HEOOJbIIMX KJIOYKA TKaHH,
KOTOPBIMHU YAOOHO MPUKPBIBATH JIUIIO.

— Bnarongapio, — npousHory s, IpuHUMasi OOPLIBOK MAJIBTO, M KPETIKO MPIKMMAI0 €ro K HOCY
U pTy.

C Kak10# CEeKyHA0N KPAaCKU 3TOro YYJECHOrO caja HauMHAIOT MEPKHYTh U PacTBOPSTHCS B
BO3/yXe YEpHBIMHU XJoNbsMHU. Ellle HeMHOro, U nepes MOMMU IJla3aMU YKe He call, a IMyCTbIHHOE
ny3sIpsieecs: 60710To B cepoid Mriie. Y JIuIb TeMHO-aible KPYTJIble IIBETHI CO CBETSAIIMMUCS MECTH-
KaMM pa30aBIISIOT 3Ty CEPOCTb.

W mMoxHO ObITIO ObI TIOPAJOBATHCS TOMY, YTO TEeleph Mbl MOKEM BHUIETh PEaTbHOCTb. BOT
TOJIBKO. ..

— AppoH, — menuy 1. — LBerok... OH npsamo noja Moei HOrowu. . .

He ycrnieBaio HU4ero moHsTh, KaK JPAKOH PE3KO MOAXBATHIBAET MEHsI, 3aKM/bIBAET K cebe Ha
riedo 1 OeXUT Brepe] co Beex Hor. [lepen r1a3aMu Bce MeJbTEIIUT, a KPOBb IPUJIMBAET K TOJIOBE.

Bce kpernue npukumalo K JIMIYy KyCOK TKAHH, HO YIPIOMBIIA CEpblii MUp BHOBb HAUMHAET pac-
KpaIBaThCsl SPKUMH KpackaMmu. Bee e mojeiicTBoBaa MbLIbla TOro IBETKA. . .

Teno cnabeer, 1 qaxe HE HANPATAIO 11IE10, YTOOB BUAETh 3eMJTI0, HA KOTOPYIO CTYIaeT AppoH.
[TpocTo GonTalCch MEIIKOM Ha €ro Iiede W MIMPOKO YIIBIOAICh, 1a TaK, YTO CKYJIbl CBOJMT.

Mos3r MeaJIeHHO TUIaBUTCS, MBICIM ITYTAlOTCS, @ BCE TPEBOTM KakK pyKo#l cHUMaeT. Tak xopoiio
Y TaK YIOTHO Ha JyIlIe, YTO XOYETCs MPOCTO OCTAHOBUTHCS. A MOU OEJIOCHEKHBIA CKaKyH BCE HECeT
MeH$ BIepell.

[Nepebuparo nanbiiaMu ero JOCHSIIYIOCS EepPCTh U IUBY JAl0Ch, KAK HEBEPOSITHO OHA TEpeu-
BaeTcs MepIaMyTPOM B COJTHEUHBIX JIyyax.

— TyT Tak KpacuBo, — ONaXeHHO MpoTAruBaio 5. — M Thl Takoil KpacuBbid. [laBaii ocTaHo-
BUMCS yxke. 51 Xouy mosexaTb Ha TpaBKe.

— Tol uTO, YOpasna TpsnKy OT Juia? — 3albIXaBIIMMCS YeJIOBEUECKHM T'OJIOCOM OT3bIBAECTCS
MOW CKaKyH.

— Oro, ThI €111e ¥ TOBOPUTH YMeELIb? — paloCTHO OT3bIBalOCh 51. — 3710poBo. Beerna meurana
0 roBopsiieM koHe. Kakoil mpekpacHbiil 3TOT Mup!

Ep3ato, uToObI epeBepHyTHCS JTMIIOM BBEPX H MOIIAAETh HAa HEOO, HO UTO-TO MHE MeIIaeT.

— Hy Bce, xBatut O6exatb. Thl yxe ycran. [laBail OTJOXHEM, — TIPOIIY s1 CBOETO CKaKyHa U
OCTOPOJKHO IIIJIENAl0 €ro JIJI0HbIO, TPeOys1 OCTAHOBKHU.

B oTBeT nomyyaro auiib MOHOTOHHOE BOPYAHUE, KOTOPOE TaK XOPOIIO YOAIOKUBAET, YTO 51 IPO-
BaJIMBAIOCh B COH.

[Ipockimatoce OTTOro, 4T0 MHE YKacHO XonogHo. C IIyMHBIM B3JOXOM pasjieluisio Iiiasza u
BUKY, UTO 51 CHIKY MPSIMO B Py4be, a PSAOM CO MHOW CTOMT MOW O€OTrPUBBIA KOHb U THIYET B MEHS
KOIIBITOM.

— Ipumnuia B ce6s? — cripaiBaeT OH Y€JI0BEYECKUM TOJIOCOM.
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— 3aueM Tbl COpPOCHIT MEHS B JIEJASTHON pydeii? — HEJOBOJILHO OT3BIBAIOCH 5 M TIOJHUMAIOCh
Ha Horu. — Ilnoxas yomaka!

— Tak. [ToHATHO, — BOPYMUT KOHb U OIHUM [BMKEHHEM BO3BpAILAET MEHs B MPEKHEe TOJI0-
JKEHHUe, a 3aTeM U BOBCE MTPUTATUIMBAET C TOJIOBOM.

Bona TyT ke 3aTrekaer B HO3/IpH, a sl OECIIOMOIITHO OapaxTaloch Mo BOJOM Oe3 IbIXaHWM S, TThITa-
sICh BBIOpAThCsl HApYKy. Jlonrue ceKyH 1l My4YeHHi, U sl BHOBb Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH, XBATAI0 BO3/IyX PTOM
Y Kalluisio.

— Yo THI lenaenib?! — BCKpUKUBAIO 5. — [IpHIndHbIi KOHb HE I0JKEH Tak ceOst BecTu!

— A HENpUINYHBIA? — C TSKEJbIM B3/I0XOM CIIPAIIMBAET OH, Kayasi TOJI0BOM.

— A HeNpWJIMYHBINA, — 3a/lyMbIBAIOCh, IPWJIOXKHUB MaJIell K Ty0aM, a uepe3 MrHOBEeHHE CHOBA
OKa3bIBalOCh IOJ1 BOJOM.

XopoIro XoTh ceiuac ycrnena HabpaTh BO3IyX B Jerkue!

CHOBa MHe TO3BOJISIIOT BHIOPATHCS HAPYXKY, M Tereph 51 MpocTo Momdy. C 3TM KOHEM COBEp-
HIEHHO He cnaauTh. OH Takoil ke, Kak AppoH. Kcraru, a rae on?

— A THI He BUZEJ CIyYaliHO BBICOKOTO MYXKUHMHY 0e3 pyOalKku? — MHTepecyIoch 51 y KOHS. —
V Hero eliie JUIMHHBIE OeJIble BOJIOCH! M Y)KACHO CKBEPHBIA XapakTep.

— Thl ke ceilyac He UIyTHILb, Ja? — XMBIKA€T OH B OTBET.

— Kaxkwue Tyt MoryT ObITh IIyTKM? — Pa3BOXKY 51 pyKaMH, IPEANPUHUMAS] OUEPEAHYIO TIOTIBITKY
BbUIE3TH Ha Oeper. — Mbl BMecTe ¢ HUM BBIOPAIMCh U3 TeHIephl, a MOToM. .. [IoToM s He TIOMHIO,
Ky/Zla OH JIeJICsl.

— MHe npuaercst Koe-4To cenarb. Bapyr 310 moMoxer, — 3aJyMYMBO MPOM3HOCUT KOHb,
CKJIOHUB Ha/I0 MHOH rojioBy. — Ho moMHu, 4T0 MHE 3TO TOXe HE B pajJoCTh.

— Hy, naBaii, — npoTaruBaio s ¢ yJabIOKOH. — A OT Yero 3To JAOJIKHO ITOM. . .

He ycneBato noroBoputh, Kak JIoHmIaguHash MOpAa MpukuMaeTcs K MouM ryoam. C yxacom
pacrnaxHyB I71a3a, sl OTYasTHHO pa3MaxuBai0 PyKaMH U TbITalock OTnoa3Tu. Ho Bee GecrionesHo.

WM Tyt 006pa3 KOHsI CTAHOBUTCS Pa3MBITBIM, M TIPSIMO B HEM HAYMHAIOT IIPOPHCOBBIBATHCS OUep-
TaHUSI MY’KCKOTO JIMILIA.

Mens nenyer My K4nHa, a HE KOHb. Yke pajayeT. XOTs U HE COBCEM. ..

Elie Heckonbko MrHOBEHUH, U §1 YK€ OTUETIIMBO BUXKY, UTO MPsMO niepesio MHOM AppoH. Toxe
CMOTPUT Ha MeHS, Kak U s Ha Hero. Ho m3-3a GIM3KOro paccTosiHus ero mia3za OyaTo coOupaioTcs B
Ky4y, U BBIIJISIUT 3TO OYEHb CMEIIHO, OTYEr0 sl HAYMHAIO XMXHUKATh.

— Yro0, 1axke 3TO HEe MOMOIJIO? — HEeJJOBOJIBHO OT3BIBACTCS OH, IEMOHCTPATUBHO OOTHPAst IyObl
TBUIBHOI CTOPOHOM JIa[IOHHU.

[Nepecraio XMXUKATh U TOJIBKO COOMPAIOCH CITPOCUTD, KY/Ia e JIeJICSl KOHb, KaK caMa HauMHAIo
BCe MOHMMaTh. Bce 9T0 BpeMst co MHOM ObLT AppOH. DTO OH HEC MeHs, a s HeClia. .. BCAKYIO UyIib!

— Oif, — MpUKPBIBAIO POT JIAJJOHBIO M XJIOMAI0 PECHULIAMH, TJISIIS HA IPAKOHA.

— YT10? — XMBIKAET OH, Pa3MbIILISASI O YEM-TO.

— Vxac. {1, kaxercs, Tak TIyno ceOs Bena. . .

— Tebe He KakeTcsl, — 3JI0 YCMEXaeTcsi OH, a IOTOM HAUYMHAET BOAUTH MAJIBIIEM TIEPE MOUM
oM. — O4yxasach, HakOHel1?

— Ara, — 60pMouy 51, TIBITasICh BCTaTh, HO APPOH TYT € MOAXBATHIBAET MEHS MO PYKH U
BBITACKUBAET U3 BOJbI.

— U kak B0OOIIIE MOKHO OBLIO MeperyTaTh MeHs C JIOMAIb0? — COKPYIIAETCs OH, OyATO S
cama BO BCEM BHHOBATA.

— JIefiCTBUTENILHO, — XMBIKAIO sI, OT)KMMasi BJIary U3 BOJIOC. — Thl BOT BOPUMILIb, & JJIsI MEHS
ObL1a HacTosmasi TpaBMa! f Beb Aymala, 4To MeHs MO-HACTOSIIEMY LIeTyeT KOHB!

— ¢ e cpa3y ckazaJl, YTO MHE 3TO TOXE HE B PaJOCTh, — B €I'0 BOPUYAHUM S CIIBIIIY JIETKYIO
YCMEIIIKY, KOTOPYIO €My He yJaeTcsl IOaBUTh.

CwmeniHo emy!
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— INocmotperna Obl s Ha TeOsI, OKAKUCh Thl HA MOEM MecTe.

— Eciu ObI 51 ObLT HA TBOEM MeCTe, — ITPOM3HOCUT OH, PE3KO Pa3BEPHYBILUCH U €1Ba HE CTOJIK-
HYBIIMCh CO MHOU Ji0amMu. — MBI OBl ykKe JiexkaTi MepTBBIMU Ha TOM OOJIoTe.

— TloHnmaro, — KH1Baio 4.

— Kcratu, nobnaronapuTth 3a criaceHre He XOuellb? — BeAeT OH OPOBBIO.

— IloGnaromaputh? — yXMBUISIIOCh ¥ OTBEYAIO €r0 ke cjoBamu: — Eire vero!

— Tak, 3HauuT? — XMYpPUTCS IPAKOH.

— WmenHo, — kuBao emy. — Tenepp y HaC OMH-O/IMH.
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I'maBa 8

Hopora fnaercst Bce TpyAHee U TpyAHee, HOTH yxke TYIAT OT YCTAJIOCTU. S, KOHeuHO, o000
TelIre MPOryjiku, HO He TIO0 HECKOJIBKO e YacoB MOps Oe3 Nepe/iblliKy, KoTopas AppoHy, BUAUTE
JI1, HU K 4yemy!

Bpeny cneom 3a ApakoOHOM Ha MOCJIEAHEM U3/IbIXaHUM U CMOTPIO Ha €70 MYCKYJIUCTYIO CIIUHY.
HagepHoe, 3T0 €ro eIMHCTBEHHBII IUTIOC — IIMKApHOE TeJI0 M MOTpscaioliasi BHEUIHOCTb. MHoraa
9TO cOMBaeT MeHs ¢ TONKy. [laxke He MeHs — Moe Teso. Mo3r OyATO OTKIII0YaeTcsi Ha BpeMsi OT ero
B3IVIA1/1a, U KOJIEHKM HAUMHAIOT IPOKATh.

Ho notom mMo3r cHOBa BKJII0YAETCsl, M s1 HAYMHAIO IOHMMATh, HACKOJIBKO K€ MEHsI OECHT 3TOT
HECHOCHBI, CaMOYBEPEHHBIN 1 HepoOMBaeMblil rpoMuia!l B cBoem mupe 51 Obl OT TaKOro MykHKa
Oexaa, cBepKas IIATKaMM, a 3[1eCh 51 BbIHYXK/EHA TEPIeTh ero KOMIAHUIO.

XoTs 51 Tenepb BOOOIIe HY C KAKUMU MYKUYMHAMH HE XOUY CBSI3BIBAThCS. AHAPEN ObLI C BUIY
TaKMM XOPOIIUM, 3200 TJIMBBIM, BHUMATEILHBIM, aKe HEMHOKEUKO XO3SIMCTBEHHBIM. U naxe nenan
BUJI, YTO YBaKaeT MOI BBIOOP XpaHUTh ceOs1 1O CBAIbOBL.

A dro no urory? Bee 310 0ka3zanock HamyckHbIM. HUKakoil OH He XOpOIIMi U He 3a00TIu-
BBIHi, a IPOTHUBILUI BHYTPU HACKBO3b, Pa3 MO3BOJIMJI ce0e KPYTUTD LIAIIHYU C APYTOi AEBYIIKOM MpH
JKUBOW-TO HEBECTE.

AppOH XOTs1 Obl HE ITyCKAeT MHE IbUTb B I71a3a U MOKa3bIBAET CBOE UCTHHHOE HYTPO. M XOTs1 Obl
3a 9TO eMy HYXKHO OTAaTh Jo/kHoe. Ho, MoXkeT, OH He CKpBIBa€T CBOEW CYIIHOCTH TOJIBKO TIOTOMY,
YTO 51 He B ero uHTepecax? BromHe Bo3MokHO. MHave yxe 1aBHO paciycTHI Obl CBOM MaBJIMHUM, TO
€CThb JPaKOHUI XBOCT.

Kcraru, o gpakoHax...

— AppOH, nocnyian, — HAYUHAIO 5.

Ho Tyt )e ciplily TsoKesblid B3A0X:

— JlaBail He Haj10. Y MeHs OT TeOs yKe TooBa OOJIUT, YECTHOE CIIOBO.

— Korza oHa ot mMeHs ycriena pa30oseTbesi, eciy s OUTHIN Yac yke Momdy? — XMBIKAIo 51 1
HaroHsI0 €ro, HeJJOBOJIbHO BIVISABIBASCh B XMYpOE JIUIIO JPAaKOHA.

— Bot u npekpacHo. Momuu asslie, — cyxo 6pocaeT OH.

— Hy yx Her! — Tomnaio HOroii, npuiekas Kk cede BHUMaHue. — Viu Thl BBICTyILLIAEIIb MEHS,
WIH. ..

— Wnn? — OH pe3Ko OCTaHABJIMBAETCS U C JIyKaBOM YXMBUIKON CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. — YTO Th
MOJXEIIIb C/IeNIaTh POTHB MEeHs, OyKarika?

— 4 Hukyna ¢ To60# nasnpiiie He nouay!

— Hy u nasiHO, — paBHOIYILIHO OTBEYaeT OH, MOKMMas riedamu. — OcraBaiics 37ech OHa.
I'onoanas, xononHas u 6e33aumrHast. CKOpo HACTYNUT TEMHOTA, IOBBUIE3aI0T HOUHBIE TBAPH. . .

Hy, koHeuHo. OH 3HaeT, Ha YTO Ha/1aBUTh.

— [louemy MbI HeM, a He JeTUM? — MEepexoxy K CyTH pasroBopa. — Thl Bejb caM cKazadl,
YTO ThI JpaKkoH. Hy Tak 1 BHIITYCTH yke CBOM KpbUIbs U nosetean. Cuil yxe HeT uaru!

— Tl Takas ymHasi? — BeJeT OH OpOBBIO, a B3IVISJL €0 CTAHOBUTCS KpaiiHe HEJOOPbIM.

— A nipuueM TyT ym?

— BOT 1 s 1ymalo: mpu4eM TyT YM U Thl, — XMbIKAET OH.

— Xa-xa, 04eHb CMEUIHO! — HEeJIOBOJIbHO MOPIILYCh 51 U OIYCKAIOCh HA 3eMIIIO.

Pa3 yx MblI TyT pelmim NOCOPEBHOBAThCS B I3BUTEILHOCTH, TO MOXKHO MOKa JJaTh OTABIX HOraM.
XoTst Obl MUHYTKY.

— B yem mpo6nema-To, He noiimy? — npoposrkaio si. — Ecim y Tebst ecTh KpbUlbsl, OYeMy
OBl IMU HE BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS U HE YCKOPUTh MyTh? — ¥ C YCMENIKOH 100aBsiio: — VM Thl IpocTo
He yMeelllb JIeTaTh?
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B3risin romyObIX I71a3 MOMEHTAJIBHO CTAHOBUTCS JIEASHBIM, MPOOUPAIONIMM [0 MYpAIleK.
[msxy cHU3Y BBEpX Ha JpakoHA U YyBCTBYIO ceOsi COBCEM YK O€33allMTHON Mepes] HUM.

— Bce apakonbl 6€3 UCKITIOUeHUsI YMEIOT JIETaTh, — YIPOKAIOIIUAM HOIYHIETOTOM IPOU3HOCHT
AppoH. — Ho eciu Tbl XOTh HEMHOTO HAIpsIKellb CBOIO TOJIOBYILKY, TO BCIIOMHHIIIb, YTO 51 TeOe
TOBOPUIL

— Tbl MHOTO 4ero roBopuJj, U 51 He 00si3aHa MOCTOSTHHO TIOMHUTH BCIO TBOIO OOJITOBHIO, —
CKJIaJbIBalO Ha TPyAM PYKH B 3aMOK. — KOHKpeTHKy, noxanyiicra. YTo 1 0 uem UMEHHO Thl TOBOPHII?

— O TOM, 4TO MeHs MpeJau U 3a0pOCHIIM B TIelepy Ha JOJTHe TOfibl, — LIEIUT OH CKBO3b
3yObl, pazapakasich. — W eciu Tl BKIIIOYHIIH JIOTHKY, TO IOAMEIIIb: s Cpa3y He BHIOpaJICS OTTyaa He
MOTOMY, UTO KAaJT 3aHO3Y, KOTOpasi pacCKakeT MHe, Kak 3(p¢eKTrBHee nepeaBurarbesi. Moo cuity
OTHSJIN.

— Kak otHsmmM? — HenoHuMarole XxMypioch s1. — A OrosHb B TBoe pyke? Pa3Be 310 He cua?

APppOH 3aKaThIBaeT I71a3a, BCEM BUJOM HaMeKasl, KaK s yTOMIJIa €ro CBOMMHU BOITPOCAMM:

— C TBOMM MOSIBJIECHUEM KO MHE BEpPHYJIaCh Marus, HO He BTopas urnocrack. Ee MHe 1 Hy:KHO
TENepb BEPHYTh.

— Uno...uro?

— Wrnoctack, — ¢ yTpoOHBIM phIYaHHEM BbIIbIXxaeT AppoH. — Moe Bropoe obnuune — oomu-
Yre JIPpaKkoHa.

— A, Tak THI NpsIM MpeBpalaenbesi? — U3yMIISAIOCh ero ciaoBaM. — $1 mymalia Tel IPOCTO
KPbUTbsI BBITYCKAeIh KaK-HUOYAb. A OHO BOT Kak. [IpukonsHO. Hy, asiHO, XBaTUT sI3bIKAMU YecaTh,
TOILTH yKe.

[NomHrMaroch ¢ 3eMIH, YyBCTBYS, YTO HEMHOTO HaOpasiach CUJI X MOTY Jajibllie OTHPABIISATHCS
B IyTb. JKajib, KOHEYHO, YTO HE MosieTaeM. 3aTo OTAOXHYTh yCIIena.

— Temueert YKE, — MPOTATrUBAC€T OH, BITIAABIBAACH B He60, " UACET BHEPEO. — Ham HYXHO
HaWTH KaKoe-TO MECTO JJIs1 HouJIera.

— XOpoI110, — KHUBAIO s U CIIETy CJIeJ0M 32 HHUM.

CyMepkH OIycKaloTCsl O4eHb OBICTPO, U B TIOyMpake yke He 0co00 BUIHO, uTo Briepeau. Ho
criaTh Ha 3eMJie OYeHb He XOUeTCsl, 0COOEHHO eC/i APPOH CKa3aJ MpaB.y, M HOUBIO BbUIE3AIOT KaKue-
TO TBapHu.

He TEpAA HAACKIBI, S XOXY U OCMATPUBAIOCH 10 CTOPOHAM, BIVIAABIBAIOCH B TCMHOTY W BAPYI'
BUXKY TYCKJIBIM cBeT. [IpuiilyprBatoch, BCMaTpUBasiCh CUJIbHEE, M BUXKY BJAJIEKE OYEpPTaHUS IOMUKA,
B KOTOPOM U TOPHUT CBET.

— AppoH! — 30BY, MOBEPHYBIIKChH B Ty CTOPOHY, IIe HEAaBHO OH OpOIMIL.

Ho ceituac s1 ero He BUXY, M caM OH He OT3bIBaeTcs. U cTpax TyT ke 3a0upaeTcst of KOXY.

— Appon! I'ne te1?! 51 Hana nom! — cHOBa KpU4y BO BCE TOPJIO, OIVISABIBASICH 10 CTOPOHAM,
Kak olaseas.

Ho BMecTO ero romnoca CIibliy JIMIIb MTOAO3PUTEbHBIN IIEJIECT U IITyX0e phlYaHue, OT KOTOPOTo
Cep/lie OIMyCKaeTcsl B MATKH.
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I'maBa 9

Teno kameHeeT OT cTpaxa, U 51 Jaxke ¢ MecTa TPOHYThcs He mory. Illym KpoBU B yilax no4tu
3arayliaeT MpoYue 3BYKH, OKOHYATENbHO AE30PUEHTUPYS. A TYT BUXKY, B I'YCTOM JIUCTBE KYCTOB
OeJblil CBETSILIUICS 111ar, KOTOPBIN TBUKETCS HA MEHSI. . .

Bynro B 3aMensnieHHON cheMKe sl Mallly pyKaMu B BO3yXe, OTYasHHO jKeJlasi HAalTh ornopy u
3alIUTy OT HEM3BECTHOro MOHCTpa. VI HeoXkuIaHHO Jaxe Jj1sl caMoi ceOsi Kpudy Tak IPOMKO, YTO
OIJTyIIaI0 camy ceOsl.

— Jla 4ero x Tbl Opelllb, Kak HEHOPMaJibHasI? — CJIBIITY BO3MYIIEHHBIN rOJIOC APAKOHA.

A 3aTeM BHKY M €r0 CaMOro B TeX CaMbIX KYCTaxX C SIPKMM IIapOM B pyKe.

— DBoxe, Kak Thl MeHsl Hamyraa! — XPUILUIBIM TOJIOCOM BBIIBIXAIO s1 M XBAaTalOCh 3a Cepalle,
KOTOpOE KOJIOTHTCS, Kak cymaciesree. — [louemy Tol He ot3biBasicsi? S Beqb 3Bajia TeOsl.

— He xoten criyrHyTh JIIOMOropa, — HEIOBOJIBHO OTBEYAET OH W MPOTSATUBAET MHE PYKY C
1apoOM.

TosbKo Tenepp s TOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO He MPOCTO I1ap, a KAKOW-TO HEOOBIYHBIN 3BepPeK C Ha/Ty ThIM
CBETSAIIUMCS ITy3UKOM. A OECIOIIaIHbIIA APAKOH KPETKO JIEPKUT 3BEPIOIIKY 3 TOpJIO.

— 3aueM Thl €ro Myyvaelllb? — YKOPU3HEHHO CIpalmnBalo s. — Thl ke ero cenyac 3a1yIuiib !
U BoOOI1IE, 3aU4€M THI €r0 JIOBHII?

— Bo-niepBbIX, eMy He OOJBHO. A, BO-BTOPBIX, HAM HYKEH CBET, IIOKa HEe HaijieM yOekHIIle.
Wnu ThI XOTeNa pa3ryimBaTh 3[ech B IOTEMKaXx ?

— OcraBb XHMBOTHOE B TMOKoe. { yxke Hanuia HaMm yOexuIre, — ¢ TOpAOCTbhIO TPOU3HOIILY 51 U
yKa3bIBaIo MaJblieM Ha JOMUK.

— He gymato, 4To Hac Tam IpUMyT, — JIepraeT OH IIEYOM U UJIET BIIEPe O POMHBIMHU IIIAraMH.

Kak ke s1 ycrana Oerath 3a HuM! Heykenu Tak CJI0XHO MEpeABUraThCsl B OJHOM TEeMIIE CO
MHOI?!

B koTopblil pa3 3a ceroHs HAroHsIIO JPaKOHA U CIIPAIINBAIO:

— C 4ero Thl peui, 4YT0 HaC TaM He TPUMYT?

— Hy, eciu ObI 51 OTIIPABUIICS KUTh B TaKYIO [JYIIb, TO SIBHO HE JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI IPUHUMATh
y cebs rocTeit, — XMbIKaeT ApPpOH.

— Bo3moxHO, — comamarch 1. — A, MOXeT, TpuirHa B ApyroM. JlaBaii xots1 Obl y3HaeM?
3a crpoc He ObIOT B HOC.

— Yero? — npoTAruBaeT OH, HAXMYPHUBIIIUCH.

— 2TO NOroBOpKa Takasl.

— CTpaHHas MOroBOpKa.

A 4TtO0 cTpaHHoro-to? Bce j1oruuHo xe, pa3se Her?

— Huyero crpaHHOT0, — B3/IBIXAI0 5. — DTO 3HAYUT, YTO OT TeOsI HUUETO He YOYIeT, eClTU Thl
MIPOCTO MOUHTEPECYEIIbCSI.

— Tol gymaenib, s UAUOT? — CYpOBO OT3bIBAETCS OH.

— 41 Takoro He roBOpuIIA, Thl CAM 3TO TOJIKO UTO CKa3ajl, — €XUJIHO YXMBUISIOCH f1.

— Bce, 3amommuun. He mMory Oosbinie TeOs1 ciymars. 3aHo3a.

— Cam Takoi!

— 310 9-T0?! — BO3MYIIAETCS TaK, OYATO OH aHTrell BO IJIOTH.

— Koneuno, — kuBaio s1. — Eiie 1 HacThIpHBIA. Beerna xouerb, 4To0bl aOCOMIOTHO BCe ObLIO
MO-TBOEMY.

— IMotomy 4TO Tak M JOMKHO OBITh, — C TIOJIHOW YBEPEHHOCTHIO OTBeyaeT AppoH. — MHe
KaXeTcs, Thl 3a0bIBaeIllb, C KEM TOBOPUIIIb.

— U coBcem He 3a0bIBat0, — Kavaro rojIoBoi. — Thl MyXK4MHA, KOTOPOTO s HAIIUIA B TIOJ3EMETbe
U criacia OTTy/a.
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— Cepbesno? — ycmexaercst oH. — 1o Thl mens cnacna?

— Camo co0Ooii. be3 MeHS-TO Tl TaM CHUJEJ FOIaMH.

— Tol TYT HU TIpU yeMM. IT0 Bce boru.

— Hy, xoHeuHO, KOHeYHO, — XMbIKalo 1. — Tombpko uto TBou Boru cpenammu? Camu Tebe
nomornu? Het, onn nocnanm tebe MeHs1. 3HAUUT, TBOE CIIaCeHUe — ITO MOsI 3aCIIyTra.

— Tl CUIIKOM BBICOKOTO MHEHUsI O ce0e, — OypUuT JPaKoH.

— Kr0 0B rOBOpIII! — BOCKJIUIIAIO 51, BCIUIECKUBAS PyKaMH. — DTO Thl 0 ceOe caMoro BBICO-
Koro MHeHus1. Ho, MOXkeT, Thl XOTh pa3 MepecTaHelllb [yMaTh TOJbKO 0 cebe? XBaTUT yxkKe YIHpaThCs
poramu, 1 iaBaii pocTo cCXoauM B TOT oM. Hy yero Tebe ctout?

— ['me THI BUAMING Y MeHsI pora? — B3/IepruBaeT OH OPOBb.

— D710 (purypasibHOE BBIpakkeHUE, — KPHBIIIO 5 ryObl. — V 03Ha4aeT OHO, YTO Thl CIIAIIIKOM
yrepThiid. [ 0TOB OpoauTh BCIO HOUB 10 3TOMY JIeCy, JIMIIb Obl HE TIOWTH B TOT AOM. A BCe mouemy?
[ToTtoMy 4TO 3TO 5 ke MpeAoKuiIa, Tak? BoT eciiu ObI ThI CaM €ro Harel. . .

— Ecim MBI cXOOUM Ty/a, TO ThI 3aMOJTYMIIE ? — HEOKUAAHHO MpeJiaracT OH, a Ha MOMX rydax
paciBeTaeT nmodeHas yXMbLIKA.

— Obemrato, 4To MOH poT Oy/IeT Ha 3aMKe, — KHMBAlo eMy B OTBeT.

— Jlaxxe He X04y CIpalluBaTh, YTO ITO 3HAYUT, — B3JIbIXaeT APpOH, Kavyas rojoBoit. — JlagHo,
noeM. Y3HaeM, CMOTYT JI HAM YTO-TO MPEJJIOKHUTb.

B ocBemennu Haero poHapuka-3Bepbka Mbl IoXoquMm Jio joma. Hy, kak moxomum. Koe-kto
UJIET CIIOKOMHBIM U Pa3MEPEHHBIM IIIaroM, a KTO-TO OEKHT CIIEIOM, 3abIXasCh.

Hayo 6pu10 MHE CIOpTOM TIO BeyepaM 3aHUMAaThCsl, & He CU/IETh HA MATEHbKOM JMBAHYMKE 32
MTPOCMOTPOM KHUHO CO CBOMM HeOJIaroBepHbIM. [ s Tuiib, v (puzndeckasi moaroToBKa Obuia Obl TydIIe,
U OBIXaJIKA ITOBBIHOC/IMBEN.

Ho s uckpeHHe Hageoch, 4YT0 MOsI OETOTHSI COBCEM CKOPO 3aKOHUYMTCS. V1 HAalo 11 TOBOPUTS,
YeM 1 3alMYCh, KaK TOJIbKO BEpPHYCh JJOMOW ?

APPOH CTyYUT KYJJAKOM B XJIMIIKYIO JIEPEBSIHHYIO IBEPb, & OHA aK XOJYHOM XO[IUT.

— ThI ee elrle ¢ HOTM OTKPOM, — TUXOHBKO (hbIpKato . — Torga yk Hac TOYHO MPHUMYT C
pacrpocTepTHIMU OOBATHSIMHU.

— Jla 4to Tebe onsATh He Tak? — BO3MYIIAETCS JPAKOH U TOJBKO OTKPBIBAECT POT, YTOOBI TIPO-
W3HECTH ellle YTO-TO He caMoe MPUSITHOE, KaK IBEpPb Iepe] HAMU PacKpbIBAeTCsl, M 1 BUKY Ha Mopore
JPSXJIYIO CEIOBJIACYIO CTAPYIIKY C KOCTBIJIEM B PyKax.

— JloOpbIii Beuep, — TOPOILIMBO MIPOM3HOIILY S, TOKa JPAKOH CaM He 3aBeJl CBOIO Peyb.

Ha Hero B aTOM Jiesie MOXHO BOOOIIEe He paccunThiBaTh. C AUTIIIOMATHEN Y HETO SIBHBIC MPO-
OJIeMBl.

— IIpocTuTe, moxayicra, 3a OECIIOKOMCTBO B TaKOe TIO3HEE BpeMsi, — Mpojoikai 1. — Ho
MbI HEMHOTO 3a0JTyJVUTUCh U XOTeJ i Obl y3HaTh y Bac. ..

— [Ipoxoaute, — ngaxe He JAOCTYIIAB MEHS, OTBEUAET CTAPYIIKA TUXUM CKPHITYYIUM TOJIOCOM
1 KECTOM TIpUIJIAIIAeT HAC B JIOM.

— Cnacu60 BamM OrpOMHOE, — C TIPU3HATEILHOCTBIO OTBEYAIO $1, IMMPOKO YJILIOAI0CH U TTOOESTHO
CMOTpIO Ha JIPaKOHa.

— A CKOJIbKO OOJITOBHU OBLJIO O TOM, UTO HAC HE BITYCTST, — TUXOHBKO Iy 51 AppOHY HaJl
YXOM, BCTaB Ha HOCOYKH. — ThI TOJILKO IOMAJIKWBAM, JIAJIHO? A TO HAC TOUHO BBITOHAT.

JpakoH GpocaeT Ha MeHS UCTICTIEISIONINIA B3IJIsA, HO HAa YAUBJICHUE MOJTIMT.

— Bor Tak. YMHuUI1a, — 3a4eM-TO MOJIMBAI0 Macja B OTOHb U TJ1aXy MYKUYUHY I10 IIeuy.

Kaxercst, MeHs1 naxe 3a0aBisieT, KOrjla OH Tak 3JIMTCS M BEYHO CO MHOU CITIOPUT. DTO KaKOM-
TO CBOEOOPA3HBIN JIOMMHT HAa YpOBHE Ma3zoxu3ma. Ho MHe HpaBuTCs.

— IpucaxuBaiiTecb, — BHOBb CKPHUITUT CTapyIIIKa, MPHUIJIAIIas HaC 3a CTOJ.

YecTHO cKazarh, A JUKO TrojiofHasA. BOT TONbKO HeymoOHO Kak-To 0ObenaTh OJWMHOKYIO CTa-
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— bnarogapum Bac, HO... — Ha4MHAIO 4.

Ho AppoH TyT ke MeHs iepeOrBaeT:

— Ho MbI 0ueHb rosogHsle. f yxke HECKOJIBKO JIET HUYETrO HE €l.

Crapyika mocMenBaeTcs, s Ha AppoHa, U TIPOU3HOCHT:

— Ceituac Hakpolo BaM Ha croj. [lorogure HeMHOro.

Cuxy 3a CTOJIOM, OIIsi/IbIBAasl CTAPEHbKUW JIEPEBSIHHBIN JOMUK, OCBEIaeMblil HECKOJIbKUMU
CBEYKAMH U yBEIIaHHBIN CYIIEHBIMHU TpaBaMu, sirogaMu U rpudamu. [1o yriam orpomHast nayTuHa,
Ha MOy U Jake Ha CTOJIE ThbLTb.

— IMpubpatbes Ol 31eCch, — OOopMOUy cede TIoI HOC M BCTAlo M3-3a CTOJA.

— Tol Kyaa 310 cobpasiack? — BO3MyIIAeTCss APpOH.

— Bowinbes, uto Tede OyaeT CKyIHO Oe3 MeHsI? — eXHIHO yeMeXaloch s u godasisio: — Ceil-
Yac BepHYyCh. K X03s1iiKe TOJIBKO CXOXKY.

[Nonxoxy K IITOpKe, pa3Aessiomeil KOMHATBI, OTOABUTAIO0 €€ U Pa3eBal0 pPOT OT W3yMJICHHS.
CrapyIika CTOUT KO MHE CITIMHOM, MalleT pyKaMHu, a 10 MaJIeHbKOU KyXHe JIETAIOT MPOLYKTHI M IOCY/A.

Hoxu camu Hape3aioT OBOIIM, KOTOPbIE TIOTOM CAMOCTOSITENILHO JIOKATCS B KACTPIOJIO U Tiepe-
MEIIMBAIOTCS IpyT ¢ ApyroM. Tecto camo ceOst MecuT, a pbida M3BHMBaeTcsi, OyATO B TaHIle, cama
TpPeTCs O TEPKY, U30aBJISASACH OT Yelyd. A TIOTOM 3Ta camasi pelda CO CUACTIIMBOM YIIBIOKOW paIoCTHO
MIPBITaeT Ha HOX, MO3BOJIsAS ceOsT BBITIOTPOIIUTb.

VYMeroT Jin ybpi0aThesi peIObI, /12 ellle ¥ Iepe TeM, Kak ONTH Ha BepHYIo cMepTh? Vi Ha MeHs
BCE ellle JISWCTBYET Ta OTPABJISIONIAS MbLIbIA, BHI3BABIIAS TAJUTIOUHAIN ?

— Hukorna takoro He Bujena? — cMeeTcs CTapylika, Aaxe He 0OepHYBIINCh HA MEHSI.

Kak ona y3Hana, 4to s TyT cToio? Priba moackaszana nepen cMepThio?

— Huxkorma, — MAMITIO S B OTBET.

— CKy4YHO ke Bbl )KMBETe B CBOEM MHpE, — IPOTATMBAET OHA, OYITO C HOCTAJIbIUEH U yxke
6ornee Oopo crpammBaeT: — Thl UTO-TO XOTea CIPOCUTH?

3aBucaio Ha HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH/I, HaOmoaas 3a TeM, Kak B BO3/IyXe TECTO 3aIlIETaeTCsl B KOCUUKY,
MOTAIO TOJIOBOW M OTBEYAIO:

— Jla. 51 xoTena crpocuThb, MOTY JIM 51 y Bac ipuOparbes?

— Y0, rps3HO A5 Teds1? — CHpalImBaeT ¢ HOTKOW HeJJOBOJILCTBA.

— Her, uto BbI! — 4YacTo MoOTai0 rojoBoM, OyATO cTapymika 310 BUAUT. — [IpocTo xouy Bac
XOTh KaK-TO OTOJNArofapuTh 3a TOCTENPHUUMCTBO.

— Hy, pa3 orGnarogapuTh, TOrAa JaJHO, — JIOBOJIBHO MPOTArMBaeT oHa. — Meta, BeIpo u
TPSIKY B MKadurke Bo3Jie 1Bepu. A Boay Habepu U3 KOJIO/IA 3 JIOMOM.

— XopoI110, — KHUBAIO s U CIIeIY B3AThCS 32 JIEIO.

— A cBOEMY JApaKoHYy CKaxu, — H00aBJIsSIET OHa MHE BCJIe]], — YTOOBI 3aIlIesl KO MHE Ha KyXHIO.
[Tomorp ero HyxHa.

— OH... — X0uy cKa3aTb CTapyllIKe, YTO HUKAKOW OH HE MOM, a COBCEM UYKOM JIPAKOH, HO
BOBpEMSI OCTaHABJIMBAIOCH, TIOTOMY YTO i Yy TOYHO HU K 4yeMy MO 0ObsicHeHHs. — KoHeuHo, s
cervac ke ero OTIPaBIIO K BaM.
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I'nmasa 10

BosBpaiaioch B KOMHATYIIIKY, Iie B TOPIOM OIMHOYECTBE BOCCEIAeT APAKOH 3a CTojoM. Bun
y HEro Takod HeJOBOJIbHBIN, UTO aX TOIIHO OT Hero. Ho rmopa MHe yxe NpUBBIKHYTh, YTO OH BCEra
CepIUT U HEAOBOJIEH. AX, /a, ellle OH MOKET CaMOJIOBOJILHO YXMBUISAThCS, HO Ha 9TOM Bee. U s gaxe
MPeJCTaBUTh ceOe He MOTy UCKPEHHIOI YJIbIOKY Ha ero JIuile.

Hecnipaseyiuel boru aToro mupa. 3a 4To OHM MOCIAIM MHE TaKoe HakazaHue? 5 v Tak nepe-
KUJIa TpeiaTeIbCTBO JKeHUXA, U, M0 CHPaBeAJMBOCTH, MHE JOJKHO MOJNArarhCsl YTO-TO XOpoliee
nocsie Takoro. Ho, yBbI, MosTy4nia Juiib erie Oosbliiee Hakazanue. U rie ke s Tak corperiuia’?

TUXOHBKO B3[BIXAI0 M OTKPHIBAIO CKPUITydylo ABepuy Hikaduuka. Jloctailo oTTyma Kylblid
BEHUK, CTapble BOHIOUME TPSAINKHU U IOKOPEKEHHOE METAJUIMYECKOE BEJPO.

— A 310 Tebe eme 3a4yeM? — ¢ BO3MYILICHUEM CIIPAIIMBAET JPAKOH, OYATO 3TO €ro KTO-TO
3acTaByseT yOUpaTh.

— [IpuBeny AoM B MOPSIZIOK, MOKA XO35IMKA JTI0OE3HO TOTOBUT HaM yXKHH, — YJIBIOAIOCh €My B
OTBET, 30 BCEX CHJI CTapasich He s13BUTh. — Kcratu, oHa 1ebst 3Basa. Eii HykHa TBOSI IOMOIIIb.

— Kakas takadg nomorp?

— A MHe-TO OTKyJa 3HaTh? — NOXHUMAaIo 5 Tuieyamu. — CXO/IM caM U y3Hail.

— Iloiiaem nyuriie oTcioa, — YrpioMO OT3bIBAETCS OH, a s Kayalo rOJI0BOM.

— B uem pneno, Bame BermuectBo? Bac nmpuBomuT B ykac HEOOXOAMMOCTb YTO-TO CIENATh
cBonMu pykamu? S He yauBieHa. BoT ToMbKO X0uy TeOe HAllOMHUTh, YTO HAM OKa3aJld OOJIBIIYIO
YCIIyTy, NPUIOTUIN. VI HY’)KHO XOTh UTO-TO [1aBaTh B3aMEH.

ApPpPOH CMOTPUT UCTIOAJIOObS, TOJHUMAETCS CO CTYJIA M IIMPOKUMHU IIaraMy MMUKUPYET MPSIMO
Ha MeHs1. OCTaHOBUBILIUCH B Mape I1aroB, APAaKOH TEMHOM Ty4ell HaBUCAeT HaJJ0O MHOM U CKJIOHSIETCSI
OJIMKeE.

Hy BoT, B 0uepeHOii pa3 He yaepxkaia 5 A3bIK 3a 3yoamu. Tereps Oyay MOXUHATH TUIOMBL.

— He HpaButcs MHe 37iech, — THXO MPOU3HOCUT OH HajJ MouM yxoM. — [IpendyyBcTBUE HEXO-
poriiee.

— A-a-a, Hy, KOHEYHO, TOTAa HaM CPOYHO HY)KHO MATH, — XMBIKAIO 51 M CIIEIIy Ha BBIXO/.
OTBopsito 1BEPh U A0OABISAI0 HAMOCAEIOK: — XBaTUT MPUIYyMbIBATh HeJlerble oTMa3Ku. Vau yxe u
MOMOTH CTapyIlIKe.

Ha ynuuie yxe o4eHb TEMHO, U TOJIBKO Onaromapsi CBeTy JIIOMOropa si MOry XOTb YTO-TO pas3-
IJISIJIETh BO JIBOpE. APPOH MPUBS3al OEHOTO 3BEPbKa K KOJIBIIIIKY 32 XBOCT, M TEIePh HECYACTHBIN
OTYasTHHO TPETbIXaeTcsl, kejasi BEpHYThCs Ha cBOOOAY. VI CMOTPUT OH Ha MEHsI TAKUM KJIOOHBIM U
BIIOJTHE Pa3yMHBIM B3[JISIIOM, UTO $I IPOCTO HE MOTY OCTaThCsl PABHOIYIIIHOM.

— BeaHsKKa, — COYYBCTBEHHO MPOTATHMBAIO $1, CTABJIIO BEPO HAa 3eMJTIO U OMYCKAIOCh HA KOP-
TOYKHM PsIIOM €O 3BepbkoM. — He Ootics. 51 ocBoOoxy Tebs ceituac. TonbKo Tl He yoerai, oxayi-
cra. [IpoBonu MeHs 0 KoJoaa U 0OpaTHoO, a MOTOM Uau. JloroBopuiucs?

MHe To 1 MepeluTCs, TO JIM JIOMOTOp B CAMOM JieJie KUBaeT Ha MoU ciioBa. Panyiock Tomy,
YTO HalIa OOIIMI S3BIK CO 3BEPHKOM 0€3 BCAKOTO Cau3Ma, U OTBSI3bIBAIO €r0 XBOCTHK.

He mpoxoauT v mapel ceKkyHJ, Kak CBET 3BEpbKa TYT K€ MCHApSeTCs BMECTe C HUM CaMUM, U
s1 OCTAIOCh OJJHA B KPOMEIIIHOUN TEMHOTE.

— 21! Tak HeuecTHO! — pa3ocaloBaHHO MPpoK3HOMTY 5. — 1 Beh omoria tede, a THI. ..

Teneps s paccrpoeHa. Ho cama BUHOBaTa — Hevero OblJI0 BOOOpax)aTh, YTO AUKUIA 3BEpb OyaeT
MOMOTaTh MHE, KaK TOJBKO MOTYYUT KeslaeMyto cBoOoay. Ho s ero Mory moHsiTe — Jiyuiiie YHOCUTb
HOTH, TTOKa €CTh BO3MOKHOCTh, OCOOEHHO OT AppOHa.

Bepy Bepo 3a pyuky, NPUIIY pUBAIOCh, BIVISIILIBAIOCH B TEMHOTY, M OCTOPOKHO CTYIIAIO BIIEpe/l.
Uepe3 MUHYTY I71a3a YK€ HEMHOTO IIPUBBIKAIOT K TEMHOTE, U B TIOPOCIIU TPABHI 5 3aMevalo KOJIOJEII.
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Hab6wupaio Boy u Opesy 0OpaTHO B IOM ¢ TsiKebiM BeipoM. Hano 610 MHE AppoHa mornpo-
CHUTh HaOpaTh BOJbI, a He CAMOU TshkecTd TacKaTh. Ho Kyna Tam. Hamremy KOpoJio 3To He 1Mof CTaTh.

JlpakoHa B KOMHATe HET, a Ha KyXHE TMXOHBKO IMOCTYKMBAIOT roBapelku. HaBepHoe, Bce ke
iories1 momorark. OT 3TOM MBICIU cama ceOe yIbI0aloCch U MPUHUMAIOCh 32 YOOPKY.

CHMMalo nayTUHY € TIOTOJIKA, BHITPe0alo MbLUIbHBIE KOMKH M3-11071 MEOEJIN 1 BHIMETAIO BCIO TPSI3b
U3 JIOMa 32 MOpOor. A 3aTeM CMauMBaloO TPSIKY B BOAE M MPUHUMAIOCh MBITh TTOJIBL.

— Kak ycniexu? — pazgaercs BeceJblil FoJIoc CTapyIIKy 3a CIIMHOM.

— Iosel MOYTH IOMBUIA, — KPSXYY 51, HEMHOT'O 3aIbIXaBIIMCh. — OCTaHETCs TOJBKO TbLTb C
MeOeu MPOTepeTh, HO ISl STOTO MHE HyKHa OyJeT YucTasi TPSIoYKa.

— Ilorom, nerouka, MOTOM, — OTMaxMBAaeTCs OHA. — 3aKaHYMBall CKOpee ¢ MojJiaMu U MOK
pyuku. Y Hac yxke yxuH rotoB. Ceituac OyeM HaKpbIBaTh Ha CTOJL.

W3 kyxHM mokasbiBaeTcsi AppoH. B pykax y Hero 0010, KOTOpOe OH AEPKUT MPUXBATKAMHU,
U C TyO CpbhIBAaeTCsl CMEIIOK. YK He lyMaJia, YTo KOrAa-HUOYAb YBUKY APaKOHA B POJU XO3SIOMIKH.
dapryka B IIBETOYEK €My TOJIBKO HE XBaTaer.

— YT0 CMEHOro? — IpO3HO OT3BIBAETCS OH.

Ho ceiiuac 3710 3By4nT BOBCE HE yCTpaIlamlie, a O4eHb 3a0aBHO. Takol KOHTpacT — T'PO3HBI,
HO XO3SIICTBEHHBIN JPAKOH.

C rpoX0OTOM OH OITyCKaeT OJIIO/I0 Ha CTOJ U IIBBIPSIET PSIOM MPUXBATKU:

— Yro 6 1 emme XOTh pa3 Tedsl MOCTYIIAT. . .

— Bce-Bce, 51 MOMaIKMBalo0, — TUXOHBKO OT3BIBAIOCH 51 U €IBa HE XPIOKAI0, CAEPKUBAsT CMeX.

3akaHuMBAIO C TOJIAMH, OTIOJIACKMBAIO PYKU B Ta3WKe Ha KyXHe, KOTOPHI MHE TOKa3aJia CTa-
PYIIKa, ¥ MY 3a CTOJI, KOTOPBIA JIOMUTCS OT ONIOA: KapKoe M3 OBOILEH, kKapeHasi pblO0a, MUPOXKKH,
COJICHBS. ...

— M-M-M, KaK BKYCHO MaxHET, — MPOTATUBAIO s, TOAOUpast CIIIOHKH.

— Kymaiite Ha 310pOBbe, FOCTH IOPOTUE, — C YJIBIOKOM TPOM3HOCUT CTApyIIKa U yMUIUTETBHO
CKJIA/IBIBAET MOPIIMHUCTBIC JIQIOMIKH JIPYT HA Ipyra. — YK CTOJBKO JIET KO MHE HUKTO HE 3aXaKH-
BaJ, a TyT BbI. [lopanoBamu crapymiky! Eme u Takue nomorauku! Y nmpubpanuck, U yKUH IIOMOTJIH
CTOTOBHUTb.

— DTO MeHbIIIee, YTO Mbl MOXEM CZEJaTh 32 Ballle FOCTENPUMMCTBO, — C HAOUTHIM PTOM IPO-
W3HOIILY 51, C allIETUTOM IOTJIONIAs TUPOXKOK.

— Camo co0oii, — ycmexaercs crapyiika. — Ho He mepexkwBaii, Mmuias. Bbl elie cmoxere
CTIOJTHA OTONAroJapuTh MEHs.
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I'maBa 11

Iocnenusasa ¢pas3a crapylIKM pexerT ClIyX M 3acTaBisseT MeHs B3BOJHOBaTbcs. [lo 3toro
MOMEHTa 51 OblJIa COBEPILEHHO CMOKOMHA U BEpUJIa B MPOCTYIO U MCKPEHHIOIO FOCTEIIPUMMHOCTD. A
TeTepb CJIOBa AppOHa HEYCTAHHO KPYTATCS B MOEM IOJIOBE, a HEXOpOIllee MPeAYYBCTBUE, O KOTOPOM
OH COOOLINJI MHE paHee, ceiiyac TPEBOKUT U MEHs.

Hagepnoe, g cimiikom BHymaemas. CTOWIO APaKOHY 3aMKHYTBCA O YEM-TO JYPHOM, Kak f
HaIllTa IoBoJ, yoenuThb ceds B 3ToM. [ynoctu Bce 310. Hy yem MoxeT ObITh OmacHa 3Ta cTapyIika?
OTkopMHT, a TOTOM CaMa ChecT?

Ha cexkynny 3Ta MBIC/Ib MEHSI BECEJIMT, HO TYT K€ 3acTaBjseT MeHA 3anaHukosarb. Cepaue
HayMHaeT OUThCs KaK CyMaclle/lee, pa3roHssi KpoBb IO Tely, OTYEro U IojioBa HaYMHAET KpY-
KUTHCA.

Krnangy Ha Tapesnky ocTaBHIMICS KyCOK NMMPOXKA M XBaTalOCh 32 CTaKaH C BOJIOW, IBITAsICh
HEMHOT'0 MpUITH B 4yBcTBA. HO ¢ Kax 101 CEKyHI0 MHE CTAHOBUTCS BCE XyKe.

— AppoH, — Jierieuy s 3aIUIETAONMMCS SI3bIKOM M CMOTPIO Ha IpakoHa, 00pa3 KOTOPOro pac-
IUIBIBAETCS MEPe/l IVIa3aMU U CTAHOBUTCS] HEYETKUM ISTHOM.

Xo4y NpOIOIKUTh Pedb, CKa3aTh, YTO MHE ILJIOXO0, HO I'yObl HE LIEBEJISTCS, a U3 TOpJia BbIpbIBa-
eTCsl JINIIb HEBHATHOE MbIYaHKe. Teso MeHs He CITyIaercs, r1a3a He BUIAT, U JIMIIb pa3yM paboTtaeT
Ha IMOJIHYIO KaTyILIKY ¥ CXOUT C yMa.

Yro co MHOM nporcxoaur?!

B nukoii aroHMM Moe CO3HaHME MEYEeTCsl B3allepTH, UILET BHIXOA. A 3aTeM U OHO yracaer, a
NPOBAJIMBAIOCH B 3a0BEHUE.

keksk

— OYHMCB K€ Thl, — NPUNIYLLIEHHBIN Y X PUILIBIM MYKCKOU FOJIOC 3aCTABJISAET MEHS BHIHBIPHY Th
13 TPOMACTH.

Kaxercs, ronoc NpuHamJIEKUT KaKOMY-TO CTapuKy. OH COBEpILIEHHO MHE HE3HAKOM, a f
M0YEMY-TO TSAHYCh K HEMY, KaK K YeMY-TO POAHOMY, HO JaBHO 3a0bITOMY.

Elie He OTKpBIB 171432, 5 TAHY PYKH BIEPE HABCTPEUY I'0JI0CY, HO BBIXOAUT IOLIEBEIUTD JIMIIb
nasbiamu. Cefiuac s1 9yBCTBYIO CBOE TeJIO, HO OHO OyITO CKOBaHO 4eM-To. C yCHIIMEM pasnervisio
7132, HO TsDKEJIble BEKH OIyCKAlOTCsl CHOBA M CHOBA.

— JIuza! [lemoHsI TeOs1 oziepH, OTKPOH ThHI yKe TUa3a! — He3HaKOMell 30BET MeHsI 110 MIMEHH,
a, 3HAYMT, HE TAaKOW YK OH U HE3HaKOMeELl.

Ho ero rpy0as maHepa oO111eHH ] HUKAK HE BbI3bIBAET Y MEH: JKeJIAHU BBIIOJIHSATH €r0 MPOochOy.

— [la He Gecrioko¥ Thl JEBOYKY HAIpacHO, — 3BOHKMH JIEBUYMI TOJOCOK 3aCTaBIsET MOE
cepLie NOANpPbIrHyTh B rpyau. — OHa TeOe Bce paBHO HE MOMOXKET HUYEM.

Sl moutH yBepeHa, uTo CIblIy ceifuac cBoi coOcTBeHHBIN ronoc! Ho pa3e Takoe BO3MOKHO?
4 Benp Momuy ceityac. OnpeneaeHHo TOYHO Moy !

— Te1, crapas kapra! HemenyienHo BepHU Bee Kak Obuto! MHavYe cHITbHO Moskaseels! — BhIpy-
T'MBAETCs CTApblii My)KUMHA U 3aKAILTMBAETCA.

— He cmeii Tak rOBOpUTD C Heid, MapimBel]! — HU3KUNA 1 TPyObI FOJIOC MPOKATHIBAETCS JIe/Is-
HOW JIABUHOM T10 KOXKeE.

310 AppoH!

— AppOH, IOMOTH, — ILIEMYy 51 HE CBOUM I0JIOCOM, a KAKUM-TO CTAPYECKUM U CKPUITYYHM.

W 310 OKOHUATEIBHO MOBEPraeT MEHs B IIOK, 3aCTaBJIsIET B y)Kace pacllaxHyTh I71a3a U YBUJETh
TAaKO€, YTO ¥ B CAMOM CTPAILIHOM CHE He IPUCHUTCS.

Bo Bce rmaza taparryck Ha camy ceds1. Her, He Ha coOCTBEeHHOE OTpakeHHe B 3epKasie. 51 BUKy
CBOIO TOYHYIO KOIMIO MPSIMO nocpean KoMHathl! Ta ke ofexaa, To ke JILO, Te ke BOJIOCHI. . .
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B nosTHOM HENMOHWUMAHUHY SI OITYCKAl0 B3IJIS/ M BUXKY, UTO 5 IPUBSI3aHA TOJICTHIMHA BEPEBKAMU K
CTYJy, ¥l PyKH 3aBsi3aHbl 32 criuHOM. 1 ofiex/1a Termepb Ha MHe Jpyrasi, Kakasi-To cTapas locepeBIasl.

— APppOH, UTO 3TO 3HAYUT? — BCKUBIBAIO UCITYTAaHHBIN B3IJISA HA IPAKOHA, CTOSIIETO PSIOM
¢ Moel Konued. — Y MeHsl CHOBA raJUTIOLHAIN ?

W He ycrnieBaro 51 Oy4nTh OTBET, KaK MOS OJTM3HSAIIKA OpocaeTcs Ha I11elo K AppOHY U CTPacTHO
BITMBAETCS B €ro I'yOBl, a OH OXOTHO OTBEYaeT Ha ee Tolienyid. U Tereph s OKOHYATEIbHO TIepecTaio
MOHUMATh, YTO 37eCh IPOUCXOJIHT.

— A g roBopwi Tede, UTO HaZlo YXOIUTh OTCIO[A, — CJIBIIIATCS TOJIOC MPECTAPEIOro MYKIMHBI
3a CITMHOM.

Pe3ko o0opaunBaCh U yIJioM 3peHHsI BHKY OSCIIOMOIIHOTO CTApUKA B MHBATMTHOM KOJISICKE.

— MBI pa3Be 3HAKOMbI? — W3YMJIEHHO CITPAIIMBAIO I, XOTS 3TO HAUMEHee YAMBUTEIHHOE U3
BCETO MPOUCXOIAIICTO.

— Becronoub, — ckpunur crapuk. — 10 1, AppoH.

— Yt0? Kak Tbl MOT Tak nocraperb?

— OH He 1ocTapesi, — CJIBIIY COOCTBEHHBIN TOJIOC CO CTOPOHBI U TEPEBOKY B3MJISA]] HA CBOKO
koruio. — ThI ke XOTesIa OTIIATUTh MHE 332 TOCTEIPUMMCTBO. BOT 51 M MpuHSsIa Bail aap.

— 4 He nmoHMMmalo, — mMoTaio rojgoBoil. — Yto Bbl caenanmu? [louemy Bbl BBIIJISIAUTE TaK XKe,
Kak u 57

— Her-Her, 51 OoJblIlie He BBITJISIKY, KaK Thl, — yCMeXaeTcsl CTapyIlKka B MOeM OOIi4Ium, Oeper
M3 KOMOJIa CTapoe 3allbUIUBIIeeCs 3ePKaJio U MOJAHOCUT €ro K Moemy Jiuily. — MbI ¢ ToO0i coBceM
pasHebe.

BckpukuBaro T0 Jiv OT ykaca, TO JIU OT HEOKHUJAHHOCTH, TIOTOMY UYTO B OTPaXeHUU BUXKY BOBCE
He ce0s, a CTapyxy, KOoTopasi Hac nmpuioTiia. Y TolbKo ceiuac 1o MeHsl HAYMHAET JOXOAUTH: OHa
HE CKOMUpPOBaJIa MO0 BHENIHOCTh. OHa moMeHslach co MHOM Tenamu! M 1o ke camoe cnienana ¢
AppOHOM, OT/IaB €ro Tejo KakoMy-To aeny!

— Crapas kapra, BepHU BCe 00paTHO! — KPUYHT CTapUK-APpPOH 3a CIIMHOW WM KaluisieT. —
A He TO 4...

— Uro? Yro ThI clienaeib? — ycMexaeTcs crapas BebMa B MoeM 00Tnauu. — Thl COBEpITIEHHO
OeCrOMOIITHBI U HUYEero He CMOXeIllb caesaThb. TeOs qaxke MpUBSA3bIBATH HE HAJIO.

— Tebe 3T0 C pyK He COMJIET, — CKPUIIUT OH.

— Ee kaxk coiizier, — ¢ caMOJI0BOJIbHOM YXMBUIKOM OTBedaeT Beapma. — CKopo Bac 000uX He
CTaHeT, HyXKHO TOJIbKO YyTOUKY Mook aath. Ho He paccTpamBaiiTech, Balllv MPEKPacHbIe U MOJIOZIbIC
TeJia MPOKUBYT eIlle JONTYI0-A0JTYIO KU3Hb U TIOCTYKAT HaM C TOJTb30H.

Henacrosmue AppoH u JIuza cHOoBa cimBaioTcs B OSIIeHOM TOIeNye, JTacKaloT APYT Apyra,
TOTOBBIE TIPSIMO 37IeCh COPOCHTH C ceOsl ONIEKAY M 3aHATHCS YEM-TO HEMPUCTOMHBIM MPSIMO Y HAC Ha
ra3ax.

OTBOXY B3IJIsA[, HE KeJlask CMOTPETh Ha STOT CTHI.

Kakoii kommmvap. MaJio Toro, 4to 3TO ¥ TaK 3a 'PaHbI0 MPHIMYHS, TaK 3TO eIlle U IPOUCXOANT
C MOUM TeJioMm!

— TocTthimmmuck Obl, — CKPUMUAT APPOH 32 MOEW CITUHOM.

— O, mpocTuTte, — ¢ MpUAbIXaHUeM OT3bIBAeTCSl Be[lbMa, MpepbiBas noueiyin. — Mbl HeHa-
JIOJITO BAaC OCTaBUM, HO TIOTOM HEMPEMEHHO MTPOIOSIKUM.

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMM MMapovKa 3aBaJIMBACTCS B CIIAIBHIO, CKPBIBASICh 3a cTapou mropkoi. Ho He
n30aBJIsieT HAaC OT 3BYKOB CBOEH TIOXOTH.

— Owmep3uTenbHO, — OT3BIBAIOCH $1, BCE ellle MpeObiBas Moj1 BIieUaTieHHeM OT YBUIEHHOTO, HO
OBICTPO MPUXOKY B ceOs U IOHMUMAIO, YTO HYXKHO CPOYHO UTO-TO MPEANpPUHATE. — APpPOH, CKOpee,
pas3BsikU MeHs!

— Thl U3EBaCIbCA? — XPUITUAT OH. — Y MEHsI HU PyKH, HA HOTH He IIeBeIATCS.

— A y MeHs cBs3aHbl! — Iermuy B oT4assHuUA. — YTO Ham jienath?
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— Cama 3axoresa ciofia mpuidty. BoT Terepb cama u peliiai, 4ro JejiaTb, — XMbIKAET OH.

— Cepbe3Ho? Thl cuMTaerip, 4To cefvac MOAXOANIMA MOMEHT JJIs TOrO, YTOOBl COPEBHO-
BaThCs B si3BUTENIbHOCTH ? Ham ciacaThest Ha/l0, TIOKa eltie skvBbl! BKiTiovaii rojioBy, moka He mo3/iHo!

[NoBucaer TwiMHA, HapyIaemMas JIAIIb 3ByKaMU TIONEIYeB M B3I0XaMU, JOHOCAIIUMUCS U3
cocelHEN KOMHATHI.

— Thl ceifuac B Telie BebMbl, — HaKOHEIl, IPOU3HOCUT APpOH. — 3HAUMT, y TeOs ecTh ee
criocoOHocTH. Mcnonp3yit Maruio, 4ToOsl pa3Bsa3aTh ceosl.

— Kak?! Kak sto cnenars? 5 xe He ymero!

— Jla xBatut npuuntath! Codepuck! OTKIIOUN CBOIO OECTOJIKOBYIO TOJIOBY M ITO3BOJIb TEITY
CaMoOMy BCE CJIeNaTh.

Ha uro 3a 6pen? Kak MOXHO YTO-TO C/ieaTh, OTKJIIOYHB rOOBY?!
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I'maBa 12

Korga-To B neTcTBe 51 cripaimBaia nay, Kak OH Tak ObICTPO 3achIliaeT: e/iBa OH yCIeBasl KOc-
HYThCSI MMOAYIIKH, KaK Xpal ye CTOsUT Ha BCI0 KBapTupy. Ml OH MHe Torjga OTBeTII, 4TO HYKHO MpO-
CTO HU O YeM He TyMartb.

W s HeoAHOKpaTHO MbITaIaCh MOCIEI0BaTh ero coBery. M Makcumym, 4To y MeHsI OTy4asoch,
Tak 3TO JyMaTh O TOM, YTO I HM O YeM He AyMalo, YTO TOKe HMKAaK He CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO OBICTPOMY
3aCBIAHUIO.

Ho B 0cCHOBHOM MBICIT caMu 3aM0JI3a1M KO MHE B TOJIOBY, U $1 IaXe He cpa3y 3aMeyana, Kak ¢
yIOEHHEM HauMHaJIa Pa3MBIILIATh O MPOIIE/IIEM JHE, O TOM, YTO CeJalo 3aBTpa, WA BOBCE BOOO-
paxaia ceOst KaKOW-HUOYIb BOJIIIEOHUTICH.

[NocneaHee MpoucxXoauIIo yaile BCero, Belb B AETCTBE S TaK JIOOWIA cepualt mpo Tpex JoOpbIX
Be/IbM, KOTOpbIE 3allUIIAId MUP OT 371a. MBI Aaxe C MOAPYKKaMU yCTPauBaM POJIEBbIE UIPhl TIO
MOTHBaM TOTO cepuasia, Oerajay Mo JBOPY M U3TOHSUT JEMOHOB, KOTOPBIMH y HAac ObLIA BPE/IHBIC
MAaJIBUMIIKY ITOMJIAIIE HAC.

Ho Benp B BOOOpakeHUM BCe Tropasjio MHTepecHee, pealMCTUYHee, Kak Obl MapaIoKCaIbHO TO
HU 3By4as1o. M MOCKOJMBKY 5 TaK M HE HAYy4YHJIach MOJIb30BATHCS MAMTMHBIM COBETOM, TO U OTKJIIOUUTD
TOJIOBY, KaK MHE ceiuac ckazaj AppoH, s TPOCTO He MOTy. MOKeT, My>KUHUHBI Ha TAKOE U CIIOCOOHBI,
a B JKEHCKOH TOJIOBE TIOTOK MBICJIel Bceria ObeT KiodoM. M mosToMy s pelawn cienarb To, 4To Yy
MeHSI TIOJTy4Yaioch JIydllie BCero — noaHTa3supoBath.

3akpbIBalo 1J1a3a, CTapalch YBUIETh ceOsl CO CTOPOHBI M TPEACTABIISIO, KaK Tyras BepeBKa
Oy/ITO O)XKMBAaeT M HAUMHAET U3BUBAThCS, CJIOBHO 3Mest. OHa OCIabisieT Tyrue y3Jibl, paciyThIBaeTCs
Y MMaJaeT Ha IO,

Ho noka 310 Tos1bK0 B MOEM BOOOpaxkeHHH. 3aT0 B peaIbHOCTH 51 YyBCTBYIO, UTO MOE TeJIO yike
HE TaK CHJIBHO CAABJIEHO, KaK MpeK/e.

— V T1e6s noyyaercsi, — memdyer AppoH, yoexk/ias MeHsI B TOM, YTO MHE 3TO BOBCE He TOKa-
3aJ10Ch.

Cepaiie HaunHaeT OuUThes vaiie. S He Bepuia, YTO y MEHsI XOTbh YTO-TO BBIMIET, HO OYeHb
HaJlesl1ach, Be[lb OT ITOrO 3aBUCUT MOs KU3Hb. M XOTb HE3HAUMTENIbHBIN, HO BCE K€ yCreX, JaeT
HACTOSIIIYI0 BEPY B COOCTBEHHbIE CHJTHL.

N g cHOBa NpOKpyuMBalo0 B CBOEN IOJIOBE Ty k€ KapTUHY, YTO MPEACTaBIIsIa B NIEpBbIid pa3. C
KaXJ0l CeKyHJ/ION HaTsDKeHHe BEPeBKHU ciiabeeT, M BOT OHa IIYMHO TajgaeT Ha moi. [IpsMo kak u B
MOEM BOOOpaKEHUH.

BricTpo BckakuBalo co cTynaa U noAderaio K HEMOIIHOMY CTapuKy, B Tejle KOTOpOro cerdvac
3anepT AppoH. XBaTalch 32 PyUKH KOJISICKH U C CUJION TOJIKAIO €€ K BBIXOAY U3 JIOMa.

Yto Ham ocraercs Aeyiath? ToJIbKO OekaTh.

— Kyna o1 MeHd katuinb? — Bo3mymaercs oH. — OCTaHOBUCH !

— Xouerib, YTOOBl HAC YOMJIM? — IIMIUTIO0 y Hero Haj yXoM. — Hajio yHOCUTb HOTH, TOKa He
o3HO!

— Tw1 uTO, coBceM GombHast! S maBanma! He mMory st Hudero yHocuts! M He X04y, — OH oT4a-
SITHHO MOTaeT rojioBoii. — Crienaii uto-HUOY/Ib, MpoIiy. S He MOry OCTaThCsl B 9TOM TeJle.

B s1OM 0H mpaB. {1 Toxe coBceM He x0uy ObITh cTapoii BeabMoi. Ho kak ObITh?

— JlagHo, — BHIOBIXaIo0 1. — YT0 Hajo coenarh? Kak HaM MOMEHATHCS TenaMu?

— OHa noamelana 3ejbe B ey. 3HaYUT, Hy’)KHO IIPOCTO HAKOPMUTD UX ITOU €[I0M.

— IIpocTo... — HEpBHO ycMeXxaloch 5. — A Tbl yBepeH, UTO B €[y, a He B BO1Ly?

— Touno! Tel mpaBa. Bot, cMoTpr, — OH Opocaet B3MIs]] Ha CToJ1. — MBI ¢ TOOOV MUK BOLY,
a 'y crapyxu B 60okase Oypasi xkuakocTb. OHa ellie roBOpuiIa, YTo ITO €€ JIeKApCTBO. A s, UIUOT, cpa3y
HE JIoraiajcs, 4To OHa YTO-TO 3a/lyMaJa.
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— 3HaunT, UM HYKHO JaTh BOJY U3 HAIMX OOKAJIOB, & HAM BHIITUThH OYPYIO KIKY?

— 41 He yBepeH, — HepemuTeNIbHO OTBevaeT oH. — Ho ckopee Bcero Tak.

— JlagHo, ¢ aTM pazobpamuck. Ho kak mMHe 310 caenath? C coOOR-TO s CIIPABIIOCh, HO C
TOOOM. .. — 3ayM4MBO MpoTAruBaio 1. — Kak MHe TeOst o0e3Bpenuth? Hukakas BepeBka TeOs He
yAEepPKUT. MOXeT, CKOBOPOAKOM IO T'OJIOBE YIapUTh?

— Cebe CKOBOPOIIKOIA 110 ToJIoBe Oell, — XMbIKaeT oH. — Ho 3T0 Bce paBHO He MIOMOJKET.

— Jla 4Tto ke HaM Torja AenaTh? — Ha SMOIMIX BCIUIECKUBAIO PYKaMHU U CITyYaiiHO 3a/1eBai0
CTYJI, KOTOPBIH C TPOXOTOM MafaeT Ha MoJl.

— Y0 BB TaM Jiesiaete? — B3BU3TMBAET CTapyXxa MOMM T'OJIOCOM, U 5 B y’Kace 3aCThIBalo, pas-
MBIIILISASE O TOM, UTO XK€ MHE Tereph JIearh.

TyT 5Ke CIBIIIUTCS CKPHIT KPOBATH, OBICTPBII TOMOT HOT, ¥ M3-3a IITOPKH MOSIBJISIIOCH 1. BepHee
HE $1, a CTapyXxa B MOEM TeJie, IPUKPBITAs OHOM JIMIIb TPOCTBIHKOM.

Heyxenu mpoBas, 1 Mbl OOpEUYeHBI OCTaThCsI B 9TUX Tesax?

Jlumipb ycrieBaro mogyMath O TOM, YTO HYXKHO MOCKOpee 3aKphITh €i POT, KaK TOJICTasi BEpeBKa
TYT € B3MBIBAET B BO3/IyX U 32 CEKYH/ly OOBSI3BIBACT TEJIO BE/IbMBI, & 320[JHO U 3aTHIKAET €i POT.

Menuth Tenepb Hesb3sl, U s OOHUM TPBLKKOM TMOJACKAKHMBAIO K CTONY, OTXJIEOBIBAaIO Oypylo
KKy ¥ B3MAXOM PYKH OTIIPABJISAIO CTAKaH C BOIOW K BeapMe. Boja oxuBaeT, BO3LyITHBIM ITy3bIpeM
B3MBIBAET B BO3JYX M [TPOCAYMBAETCS] CKBO3b BEPEBKY B POT M HOC BE/IbMBI, TIOKA OHA MBIUUT U Jep-
raercsi, MbITasiCh BHIPBATHCSI.

Ho TyT oHa HauMHaeT TepsATh paBHOBECHE, U 1 €/IBa YCIEBaI0 MoAOek aTh K HEl, YTOOBI Mpu-
AepXkaThb, HO MAJIAI0 HA TIOJT CIIEIOM 32 Hell.

Hacrynaer tpeBoxkHast TemHoTa. Ho ceifuac s 3Haio, YTO MHE MPOCTO HEOOXOAMMO TTOCKOpee
U3 OYHYTHCS, U 51 HACUJTY pasJIerlIsio I1a3a, a 3aTeM BRIOUPAIOCh U3-TION CIIAIIEH CTApYIIKH.

— Arara, 4yto Tam Takoe? HyxHa momMoiiib? — CIBIIIUTCS TOJI0C U3 CHAJIbHU, U YKaC OXBaThl-
BaeT MEHsI.

Yepr. TonbKo 3TOTO ceiyac He XBaTao.

— Bce B nopsiake, — BBIKPUKMBAIO $1, TIOMYTHO OTTACKUBAs CTapyXy K CTYJIY U MPHUBSI3bIBAS
ee BEPEeBKOM K HEMY.

Hanonro Mue ee He yaepxarb Tak. Hy:kHO ckopee BbI3BOJISITh AppoHa U3 4y:xoro tena. [loa-
X0XKy K HEMY, ONpaBJisisi MPOCTHIHb HA CBOeM OOHaxkeHHOM Tene. [IpokiisTas moxommBas Oadka!
Hapetoch, oHa He ycnena JUIIUTh MeHs HeBUHHOCTH. Bynb oHa ymMHee, cHavasta Obl pa3odpasach C
HaMH, a TIOTOM YyKe MpuaaBaiack Obl yrexam. Ho MHe Bce ke OKazanach Ha PyKy €e OIpOMETYMBOCTb.

Hamnaugato crapuka-Appona OypsIM HaMUTKOM. BOT TONBKO Kak Tenepb HAOUTh MYKYUHY B
ero Teje, eCJM Maruu y MeHs Oosnbine HeT? [Ipuaercs u qasbliie MpUTBOPSITHCS €ro CTapyXod paau
CrIaceHMsl.

Bepy crakaH ¢ Booit AppoHa, Mpsivy ero 3a CIIMHOM U CTIeTy B CabHIO. [Ipoxoxy 1mo y3komy
KOPHIIOPY, BAOJb KOTOPOTO CTOAT IIKA(bl, 3aBOPAYMBAIO 32 YTOJI M 3aMUPAI0 C PACKPBITBIM PTOM,
BU/Is1 OOHAKEHHOrO AppOHA Ha MOCTEM ¥ BHYIIUTEIbHBIE Pa3MepHI €T0. . . MBIIIIII.

KpoBb MOMEHTaILHO MPUJIMBAET K IEKaM, U s €/1Ba CASPXKUBAIOCh, YTOOBI HE OTBECTHU B3IJISI.
Crapyxa Arara Bpsii 11 Obl TaK TIOCTYITHIIA.

— Hy xe, uau ko MHe, Most KoposieBa. COpachIBaii ¢ ceOst 3Ty TPSIMKY, — BOPKYET CTAPBIA XPbIU
B TeJle AppOHa, a Y MeHsI TOIITHOTA K TOPJTy MOAKATHIBAET.

— Ay MeHs Uit TeOsl eCTh CIOPIPHU3, — C HATSIHYTOW YJIBIOKOH MPOW3HOIY 51 U OOJU3BIBAIO
TiepecoxInye TyObl, CTapaTelIbHO UIpast CBOIO pOJib. — 3aKpou IJia3a U OTKPOH PoOT.

— INotom naBaii ciopripusbl. Ceituac xouy TeOst, — OTMaxXUBAETCsl OH U TSHETCS KO MHE, HO 51
OTIIATHIBAIOCH HA3A/I.

— MeHs oMy M TOJBKO MOCIIE CIOPIPU3a, — HACTAWBAIO 1 C JIYKaBBIM MPUILypOM. — YBe-
psiio, TeOe MMOHPABUTCSI.
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— JlagHO, — JIyKaBO YXMBUISETCS MYKUMHA, 3aKPBIBACT I71a3a M OTKPBIBAET POT, KaK 51 €r0 U
MONPOCHIIA.

ToporMBO caxxych ¢ HUIM PsIJOM Ha MOCTENb ¥ BJIMBAIO BOAY B €r0 IJIOTKY.

— Y10 3T0? — 3aKalUISIBIIUCH, CIIPAIMBAET OH.

— 30 3enbe. [171s1 OOMbIIero yIoBOJIbCTBUS, — MPOU3HOIIY TIEPBOE, YTO MPUXOAUT B TOJIOBY,
a Yyepe3 MIHOBEHHE OH OpocaeT MeHsI Ha TMOCTellb, paclaxvBaeT MPOCTBIHKY, OOHaXas Moe Telo,
Y HaBaJMBaeTcsl cBepxy. — JlaBail yxe mpucTynuM. XBaTUT MPETIOAUNA, — BBIABIXAET OH, C CUJIOH
pas3aBuUras MHe HOT'H, a s B y’)Kace BCKPUKHBAIO M IUXAI0 €ro B IPy/ib, OTUYASHHO XKeJlast OTCTPAHUTHCS.

— OcTaHOBUCH! — KpUYy CEBIIMM T'OJIOCOM, U B TOT K€ MHT IIMPOKOE MYKCKOE TeJIO MajaeT
Ha MEHsI U TIPUJIABJIMBAET BCEM BECOM, UTO U BIOXHYTH TSIKEIIO.

OH 6e3 co3HaHMs, a Y MEHsI IPOCTO CHJI HE XBATUT ero cOpocuTh ¢ ceds. Ho mydine yx Tak,
YeM JIMIIUTHCS HEBUHHOCTH HETIOHSITHO C KeM.

Bce erie oTyastHHO GapaxTaiock, MHITasiCh BHIOPATHCS, KaK JPAKOH HAYMHAET MPUXOIUTH B CeOsl.

— AppOH, 3TO THI? — OCTOPOKHO CIPAIIUBAIO 51, OMACASCh, YTO HUUETO HE BBIILIO, U 3TO TO-
MpexXHEMY CTapUK.

— A THI KOT0 X/1aa? — XMBIKAeT OH U MPUIIOIHUMAETCS Ha JIOKTSIX, HABUCAsi HAJI0 MHOM U,
HaKOHell, TO3BOJIsIsI BIOXHYTb TOJHOH I'Py/bIO.

Ha mraoBenue 3aBucaio, Oy/1To 3arMIMTHOTU3UPOBAHHAS, U TAPAILyCh Ha ero ryosl. [Toka Ha MeHs
MOKYIIAJICSA TOT CTApHK B Tejie ApPpoHa, 51 He MCTBITHIBAJIA HUYEro, KpoMe OTBpAILCHUsI U CTpaxa.
Ho ceftuac... Ceiiuac BHYTpH BCe MEpeBOPAYMBACTCS M MbUIAET OT BHE3AIMHOTO U HEOOBSCHUMOTO
KeJIaHU .

— A 3TH JIBO€ BpEMEHH He TepsIH, — YXMbUISETCS: ApPpOH, MepeBO/sl B3MJIs C MOETO JIMIA
Ha 0OHaXXEHHOE TeJO.

— He cmeii cMoTpeTh! — IIUILTIO $1, CIEIIHO HaKpbIBasi IPyb IPOCTHIHEH, 1 3aTMBAIOCh Kpac-
koil. — OpieBaiicst ckopee U OeX¥M, TTOKa OHU He TIPOCHYJIUCH !

— 7Kanb, — yXMbUIKa He Crafaer ¢ ero auua. — A st Obl IPOJOIKIII TO, YTO OHU HE YCTIeNN
3akoHuYMTh. HO THI TipaBa. Jlydiiie OTI0KUTh 3TO Ha GoJiee MOAXOsIIee Bpemsl.

— W He meuraii! — ¢pIpKalo 5, BCKaKuBasl ¢ MOCTEJIH.

Bor 310 camoyBepenHocTh! C uero BoOOIe perivi, YTo MoayqIuT MeHs? $1 JaBHO MpHHsia
peleHre, YTo TOIbKO MYKY MOJapIo CBOE TeJO, a 3aMyX 3a JAPAKOHA 51 OIPE/IEICHHO He COOMPAIOCh.

BoT TOJIBKO MOY ITPUHIIMITHI TEPSIIOT CUITY, KOTZia AppoH psiioM. B 9Ti MOMeHTHI kennanue O1u-
30CTH JIAIIAET BCAKOTO paccynka. S1 Oyaro 3a0sIBaoch U He MPUHAICKY ceOe B ST MOMEHTHI.

Mozxert, OH BO3JIEHCTBYET Ha MeHs1 Maruei? Eciu Tak, To O4eHb Ha/IeI0Ch, YTO OH HE 3aCTaBUT
MEeHsI COBEPIINTH ITYTIOCTh, O KOTOPOH $I MOTOM MOXKaJek. . .
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I'naBa 13

BrickaknBaeM 13 MPOKJIATON U30YIIKH, U APPOH OIVISIIBIBAETCS MO0 CTOPOHAM:

— Jemonsi! Jliomorop coexar.

— He cGesxai. 1o 5 ero oTmycTusia, — BUHOBATO MAMIIIO 1.

— Ornycruna? — UeJuT OH CKBO3b 3YOBbl, XBaTaeT MeHs 32 PyKy M TaluT 3a codoit. — U uro
MBI Tenepb JieaTh Oyaem?

— Cnpasumcs. Hy, He Moria 1 cMOTpeTh Ha ero MydeHusi! — oTBevalo s, yrornass 60ChIMU
HOTaMH B KOJIIOYEW U T'YCTOM TPaBe.

Caroru cBOM 1 Tak W He HalllIa, Ja U He ObUIO BPEMEHM Ha MOUCKH, BOT M MOILIA OOCUKOM.
XO0pol110 XOTh BeIbMa IIaThe Moe HUKY/Ia He TI0JieBaia, a TO MPHIILIOCh OBl ceifuac MerosTh B OHON
IIPOCTHIHE.

Ho paccBera ele Jajeko, BOKpYI HeltporisiiHas TeMa. M certvac s mpekpacHo MOHMMAIO HEJI0-
BOJIbCTBO AppoHa. OH noiimMast 3Bepsi, 4TOObl HE TOJILKO BUJETh ITyTh BIIEpe/In ce0sl, HO U 3alUIIAThCS
OT HOYHBIX MOHCTPOB, O KOTOPBIX OH roBopwJI. U, i, 1 NOoCTynmiIa orpoMeTYrBO, OTITYCTHB 3BEPBKA.
Ho B TOT MOMEHT 4 M HE yMaJsa, 4YTO HaM NPUIETCA BBIABUIATHCS B ITyTh IIOCPEAN HOYH.

Jenato ouepeaHou 1mar U BAPYT C CWION yAAPAIOCh MAJbLIAMU O YTO-TO OCTPOE U TBEPAOE, J1a
TaK, YTO UCKPBI JIETAT U3 IJ1a3.

— Aii! — BCKpUKHBAIO s OT OOJI M OCTAHABJIMBAIOCH, KPEIKO CXKMMast J1aIoHb AppoHa.

— B yem neno?

— Ynapuiack, — 11I€XKY CKBO3b CKaTble 4emocTH. — OueHb OO0JIBHO.

— A 3Haenb, IOYEMY TaK MPOU30LLIO? — SA3BUTEIBHO CIPAIIMBAET OH U CaM K€ OTBEYAeT Ha
cBoii Borpoc: — [Totomy 4TO Hago OBLIIO MOAYMaTh O TOM, KaK OyIelIb UATH OCPEAN HOUM, TIPEK/Ie
YeM OTITyCKaTh JIOMOropa Ha cBOOO.Y.

— Jla XxBaTUT yKe! — BCKPUKMBAIO £, OTAEPTUBAIO PYKY Y 3aKPbIBAIO JIAJOHAMMU JIULIO, HE CAEP-
KuBas cre3 ot 6o1m 1 oouabl. — M 6e3 Teds1 3Halo, YTo cresana HaM Xyke!

Mounuanue. AppoH OoJIbIle He TBITAeTCs] MeHsI IOOUTh OCTPBIMH CJIOBAMHM, YeMy $1 JaKe YIAUB-
JieHa. A BMECTO 3TOr0 OH OOHMMAaeT MEHS U IPUKUMAET K CBOEH Ipyau:

— Bce. He maub, — THXO OT3BIBAETCSA OH, OTYETO $1 HAYMHAIO PBIAATH ITyIIE ITPEKHETO.

U novemy coBa, Mpu3BaHHbIE YCIIOKOUTb, BCera cpadaThBalOT B 0OpaTHOM HalpaBJieHUH ?

APpPpOH OTCTpaHSIETCS U PE3KUM JBHKEHUEM ITOJXBAThIBAET MEHS HA PyKU:

— 51 nonecy Te0s1, TOJIKO HE PEBH.

Cepnue noanpeIruBaeT B rpyJM, a apoMaT KOXH JIpakoHa 3aroiHseT Ho3apu. Ho on Oyaro a1,
JIMIIAIOIIMK 31paBoro paccyaka. V1 MHe HEMpeMEHHO HYKHO JepKaThCs MOAAJIbLIIE.

— He HyXHO HecTH, — XJIIONAI0 HOCOM M CMOTPIO Ha JPaKOHA, TEPASCH M0J €r0 MPUCTAJIBHBIM
B3NIAI0M. — Sl yXke Bce, yCIIOKOMIach ¥ MOTY MITH CaMma.

— He moerp Tel HUYEro, — XpUILIO OT3bIBaeTcsi oH. — Elne ronoBy cebe pacimbers. A
OHO MHE Hano?

W mHe oHO He Hano, KoHeuHo. Ho BuceTh Ha 1mee y AppoHa Uil MEHS He JIy4IIUi BapuaHT.
Bot u npsAMo ceiyac g yxe Jymaio 0 TOM, Kak CHJIBHO XO4y €ro nouesosars. He riynocts m?

Her, Tak He nouner. Hago nockopee OWIMAIIHYTh OT HETO.

— A eciu ThI caM crioTKHenIbesi? Toraa Mbl 00a ynazieM, — MPOAOJIKAIO 51 M HEJIENO APbIraloch
y Hero Ha pykax, TpeOysi OIyCTHTh MEHsI Ha 3eMJTIO.

— V¥ MeHs BCe OWIMYHO C KOOPAMHALMEN, B OINYME OT HEKOTOPBIX, — XMBIKA€T OH U BCTPS-
XUBaeT MeHs, PHKUMas ere Kpermde. — Tak 4To mpocTo paccnadbesi v MOMydaid YIOBOJIbCTBHUE.

— Jla KaK st Mory pacciaduThesl, KOTra. . .

— U nomonuars TeOe Toxe He MoMelaeT, — nepedrBaeT MeHsi AppoH, BHOBb 11arasi Boepe/,.
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— BeuHo ThI 3aThIKaeIs MHE POT, — OOMKEHHO (DBIPKAIO s1 U OTBOPAYMBAIO JIUIIO TaK, YTOOBI
HE YTHIKAThCS HOCOM B MYKCKYIO TPY/Ib.

— A Tl BeYHO OOJITAEllIb.

— A THI YTO, MOJTYHIIIH BCE BpeMsI? — pa3/Ipakaloch OT €ro 3aMeUaHusl.

APPOH TIOKaeT SI3bIKOM ¥ ITPOU3HOCHT:

— 4 ¢ yaoBobCcTBHEM TIOMOJTYY, €CJIM He TpueTcs TeOe OTBeYaTh.

— Oi, 3Haemb, yto? S BooOIIe OobIne pasroBapuBarh ¢ ToO0M He Oyny. OObsBIAI0 OOUKOT!
— PEUINTENILHO 3asBIISIO eMY.

— CnaBa Boram, — c o0ier4yeHrueM BbIIbIXaeT OH. — XOTh OJJHA XOPOIIas HOBOCTb 3a CETO/IHS.

CHoBa OH 3aTKHYJI MeHs 3a mosic. M Tak Xo4eTcsi OTBETUTh YTO-HUOY/Ib SAKOE, HO 51 ACPKYCh
u3 nocyieanx cl. OObsABUIIA ke OOMKOT, a CBOE CIIOBO HAJIO CIIEPKUBATh.

APpOH CTpeMUTEILHO UJIET BIIepe]], a Tojl €r0 HOraMH IeiecTUT TpaBa. Houb kaxeTcs Takou
CITOKOMHOM M THUXOM, YTO S JaXX€e W HE 3HAI0, YEr0 MOXHO OOATHCA.

Ho BHe3amHO THINMHY pa3pblBaeT CTpAITHOE phlUaHWe, 3Bydallee rjae-to Brepenu. M maxe
ApPPpOH HACTOPaKMBAETCS, OCTAHABIMBASCH HA MeCTe. A ellle Yepe3 MIHOBEHUE pa3aeTcsl TPOMKHIA
IIeJIeCT PSAAOM C HAMU, ¥ 1 HHCTUHKTUBHO TIPYKUMAIOCh K JIPAKOHY, MPSYa JIUILIO.

— Hapo xe. BepHyiicsa, — ycMmexaercst AppoH.

OH CJIMIITKOM CTMIOKOEH, W UCITYT MEHSI TYT e OTITyCKaeT.

— Kro BepHyJics? — cripainmBaio s, MOBOPAYMBAIO TOJIOBY U BUKY JTIOMOTOpa, HAMATHIBAIOIIIETO
Kpyru BOKpyr AppoHa. — O#, a 4To OH JeJaer?

— be3 nousaTusa. HaBepHoe, XOUeT 3alUTUTh CBOIO CIIACUTENIBHULLY OT MEHS.

— [puBeT, APyKOK, — PaIOCTHO OT3HIBAIOCH 51, CBECUB roJIOBY BHU3. — Criaci0o0, 4TO IpUIIIe.
ThI OT HAC TOJNBKO He yOerait OosblIile, JIagHO?

U enBa 51 ycrieBao IOTOBOPHUTH, KaK 3BePeK KUAAeTCs HA HOTY AppoHa, a 3aTeM TyT ke Opoca-
eTCsl B CTOPOHY Y BBIKUAAIOIIE CMOTPUT Ha HaC.

— Aii, — mmnur apakoH. — TBOH Jpy)ok coBceM OonbHOM. Tebe moj cTarh.

BHOBB pazmaercst AMKOe pplYaHue, U Ha Celd pa3 OHO 3BYUYHT ropaso Ommke, 9eM Mpex/e.

— OH He OOJTBHOM, — MOTAIO s TOJIOBOM, CMeKasl, 4ero XoueT JioMorop. — OH MPOCTO Xo4eT
MOMOYb HaM | MOKA3bIBACT MY Th.

— C yero OB BAPYT €My 3TO JiesiaTh?

— B 6mnarogapHocTh 3a MOIO TTOMOIIb, — YBEPEHHO OTBEYAIO 1.

— B niponuieii pa3 Tl yke onmoiach, Korjaa mpeajioxkuia IOUTH B TOT JJOM, — KadaeT ToJIOBOM
AppoH.

— A B 3TOT pa3 5 He omubalch, — B CTpaxe O0pMouy s Mocje ouepegHoro peika. — [Ipuaercs
JoBepUThCs. VTHaYe MBI PUCKYeM CTaTh YbMM-TO YXKUHOM.
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I'nmaBa 14

IMomeyIMB HECKOJIBKO CEeKyHI, APpPOH BCTPSXHMBAaeT MeHs, CHJIbHEe NMpHKMMaeT K cebe U
TOPOIUIMBO UJIeT Bepel. JIloMorop yxe najieko Brepeau, U CBeUeHUe ero Tejblia C TPyIOM OCBEIaeT
JOPOTy MOl HOTaMU JIPaKOHA.

— Tl CTUIIKOM HEPACTOPOITHBIH /17151 TOTO, KTO yOeraet OT OMacHOCTU, — IIPOU3HOIILY s, HaMe-
Kasl, 4YTO HaJo Obl yCKOpUThCs. — Vi 1151 Tebs1 Oerath — CIUIIKOM 3a30pHOE 3aHsATHE?

— JIM4HO s HY OT KOro He yoerar. MHe 3TO HU K 4eMy, — POBHO OTBEYAET OH.

— Tak u vero e Tl TOr/IA UeHb 3a Jiomoropom? Ctoii cebe Ha MecTe U /11, TIOKa MOHCTP
MPUCKAYET K HaM, — HE/IOBOJILHO XMBIKAIO 1.

Hu k yemy emy, kak xe!

— JlagHo, — BCe TaK *ke CIIOKOMHO MPOU3HOCUT APPOH U PE3KO OCTAaHABIUBACTCS.

— Tol uTO, COBCcEM yxe? 3auem OoCTaHOBWICA?

— A 3a4eM Tbl MeHSI POBOLIMPYEIlTh? — XPHILIO OT3bIBAETCS OH, BIICPHUBIIKCH B MEHsI He100-
pbIM B3rIsioM. — Eciiu B TBOM MHTEpechl HE BXOOUT MOsI 3alllUTa, TO TaK M CKaXu. 51 ¢ pagocTbio
cOpoIIly HeHYXHbII OayutacT. A Aajbliie Jiesiaid, 9YTo Xo4uelb. Thl Be/Ib CMOXKEIIb 3aIUTUTh ceOs1, He
TaK Jm?

— TsI BelTb ¥ caM 3Haelllb, YTO He CMOTY, — pacTepstHHO OopMody 5. — Bce, eaii, Kak 3Haellib.
1 Gonplile HUYETO HE CKaXYy.

— Thl yke HeCKOJIBKO pa3 odelaia MoIyarh, HO TeOsI IOUYeMy-TO XBaTaeT HeHaI0/Iro, — Oyp-
YUT APAKOH U BHOBb IIIaraeT BIepes.

— Jla THI Be/Ib ¥ caM OT CKYKH MOMpEIllb, €CJIH 51 CTaHy [TOMAaJIKUBATb.

— 3a HECKOJIbKO JIET B MeuIiepe He yMep, KaK BUAUILIb.

— Bwky. Chyimaid, a Kak Thl BBDKWI O€3 e/Ibl U BOJIbI CTOJIBKO BPeMEeHH? — 3ajJal0 BIIOJTHE
JIOTUYHBIM BOMPOC, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO CEMYac BO3HUK B MOEH T'OJIOBE.

— Maruyeckue TeMHHUIIBI TIeJIEHAITPABJICHHO CO3JIaHbI JIJISl TOTO, YTOOBI MOACPKUBATh KU3Hb
3aTOYEHHOTO U OOpeKaTh Ha BEYHOE 1 OECIONe3HOE CYIIeCTBOBAHUE, — IPOM3HOCUT OH.

Ouenb xectoko. [laxe He MpeacTaBiisiio, KTO MOT TIONTH Ha Takoe. Kakum Obl HECHOCHBIM HU
ObLT AppOH, HO JaXe OH He 3aCITy’KIJI Mofo0HOM yyactu. Ho, MOXeT, s IpOCTO Jajieko He BCe O HeM
3HAI0, M OH TBOPWJI KaKKe-HUOY/Ib Y:KacHbIE BEIN, O KOTOPBIX $1 JaXe He Mofo3peBaio?

ITa MBICITb HATAJIKUBAET MEHSI HA TO, YTO Mopa Obl MHE, Y TIpaBJia, CJICAUTh 32 CBOCH PEeUblo.
Mauto 1, 94T0 CO MHOW MOXET ITPOU30UTH, KOT/Ia TepIeHUe JpakOHA KOHUUTCS?

Koneuno, 51 Hy:kHa Appony. Ho HacTonbKo v CUIIbHO, Kak s gymaio? biaropapst MoeMy nosiB-
JIEHWIO OH CMOT BHIOPAThCs M3 TIEIEephl, HO Cevyac OH, KaKeTCsl, BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOEH CIPaBUTHCS U O3
MeHS.

Ho kak e TpyqHO momMankuBaTh, Korja AppoH crielaibHo MeHs npoBorupyet! Kaxpiii pa3
NojiMevaeT, Kakasi s HUKYeMHasi, ynasi u oontmBas. Ho Benb 910 coBceM He Tak! [lo kpaiineit
Mepe, MO JIByM MEePBbIM MYHKTaM TOYHO.

Jliomorop ocraHaBIMBaeTCsl y IOAHOKUS CKAJIbl M BOMTYKOM KPYTHUTCSI HA OTHOM MecTe.

— 3ameuartesibHO, — B3/IbIxaeT AppoH. — [loxoxe, TBOM OECTONKOBBINA IPYXKOK 3aBesl HAC B
TYNUK. BBl ¢ HUIM OTJIMYHO CIIENHUCH.

— Hy T8I %€ BUAMIIb, OH KPYTUTCS HA MeCTe. 3HAUUT, YTO-TO XOUET ITUM CKa3aTh, — BO3pa-
JKalo .

— KpyTutcs, noToMmy 4Tto MO3rOB y HEro Her.

— IIpsamo kak U y MeHsl, Ja? — ornepeskaio cioBa AppoHa, KOTOpble OH HEMPEMEHHO ITPOU3HEC
Ob1 cietoM. — Ormyctu MeHs1 Ha 3emJio. [loxanyiicra.

N Appon omnyckaer. Caxxych Ha KOPTOUKH, CKJIOHSSICh K 3BEPbKY, M TUXOHBKO CIIPAIMBAI Y
HEro:
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— Y0 THI HaM XOYelIb MoKa3aTh? MBI OKa HE IOHUMAaeM.

W momorop TyT ke Bpe3aetcs J00M B cKaity, OyATo Tak U 3aaymant. Ha cekyHay s yxke HaunHaIo
3ayMbIBaThCsI HaJl TPABOTON AppoHa HAaCYeT YMCTBEHHBIX criocoOHOCTel 3Bepst. Ho uepes mMrHose-
HUE YacTh TeJla 3BepbKa UCYe3aeT B ITOM CaMoii rope, CJIOBHO €My KaKUM-TO UYJIOM YAAJIOCh TPONTH
CKBO3b KaMEHb.

— 3nech neniepa, — 3BYy4uT rojaoc AppoHa 3a cnuHou. — OToiau.

[Tsuych Hazan, npomyckass Appona. OH ¢ CHUIION yIUpaeTcsi B TOPY, M KYCOK KaMHSI OThe3KaeT
B CTOPOHY, OTKPBIBasi MPOXOJ B TEIEpY.

— Wnem, — NMOBeNUTENBHO MPOM3HOCUT APPOH, HAKJIOHSIETCS U 3aJ1e3a€T BHYTPb, a s CIISIOM
32 HUM.

CaeueHue, MCXOAsIIIEe OT JIIOMOTOpa, OCBEIIaeT CTEeHbl MAJICHPKON M HU3KOH MEIIEePKH, B KOTO-
POIl Jaxe 51 He MOTY BBIIIPSIMUTBLCS B MOJHBIN POCT, HE TOBOPS YKe O ApaKoHe.

B crenyionnyio ceKyHIy CTpaliHOE pbhlYaHME pa3JaeTcs COBCEM OJM3KO, OyKBAJIBHO B Mape
METPOB OT HAac, 1 APpOH CIIEITHO 3aKPbIBaeT KAMEHHYIO /IBepb. B MOCIEqHIO CEeKyH/y JIOMOTop
BBICKAJIb3bIBAET B IIEJIOUKY, U MBI OCTaeMcsi ¢ AppPOHOM BJIBOEM B TECHOM M 3aMKHYTOM IPOCTpPaH-
CTBE, MOJTHOCTHIO JIUIIEHHBIE CBETA.

— $1 HUYero He BUKY, — TUXO MPOU3HOIIY 5 U B TAHUKE pa3MaxUBal0 PyKaMH, IMBITASICh HAIITY-
naTh CTeHy. — MHe cTpaliHo.

— Yero 1yt cTpammHoro? 37ech TOJIBKO Th U 51, — XMBbIKaeT AppoH, MoiMaB MO0 pyky. — YUto
THI J€JIaelL Boooe?

— [lbiTatoch HAWTH CTEHY.

— U 3ayeM? — HeMOHUMAIOIIE CIIPAIIUBAET OH.

— MHe HyxHa onopa. Tak OyzeT criokoiiHee.

— Bort TBO# cTeHa, — OH HACTOMYMBO OTTACKMBAET MEHS B CTOPOHY U YIUPAET MOIO JIaJIOHb
B KameHb. — Terneppb ycrnokounach?

— Ycnokounacek, — Oyp4y S B OTBeT.

— IlIpekpacno. Toraa noxuck criaTh.

— Cnars? IIpsiMo Tak, Ha XOJIOJHOM U TBEPAOM MOy ?

— W3BuHuTE, NpuHIIEcca, — (pbIpKaeT ApakoH. — Baly nepuHbl OcTanuch B 3aMKe.

— Jla mpuyem 371ech iepunbl? S He mpuBepena, HO Kak TYT MOXKHO OyleT YCHYTh?

— Kro xouer crarp, TOT yCHET, — pa3/IaeTcsi €ro rojoc CHU3Y.

Bunumo, yxe ynercs.

Baapixato 1 omyckaioch Ha TOJ, TIOIKJIaAbIBasi pyKy Hof roioBy. OcTpbie M HEPOBHbIE KAMHH
10 0oy BMUBAIOTCA B OOKA.

Her, Tak g TO4HO He yCHY.

— AppOH, — TUXOHBKO ITPOU3HOILLY £I.

— Hy uro eme?

— A THI BeIb MOXKeEIIIb CIIeJIaTh TaK, YTOOBI Y TeOs] Marusi B pyke MOsSIBUJIACH?

— 970 ellle 3a4eM? — HeJI0yMeBaeT OH.

— Mmue HyxeH cBeT. OueHb HyKeH, — TpeOOBaTeIbHO OTBEYAI0 eMy. — X04y HAUTH TJIOCKOCTh
MOpPOBHEe, T7ie He Tak OOJILHO OY/IeT JIekKaTh.

— Her 371ech I0CKOCTH TIOPOBHEE, — OTpPEe3aeT OH, HaMeKas Ha TO, YTO JeaTh Ui MEHs
HUYEro He coobupaercsi. — Wi JI0KUCh, UM CUAM 10 yTPa U MOJTYM. A MHE HaJIO MOCHaTh.

— Momun, MoTuu, MOITYH... $1 yxke ycrana ot 3toro momdyu! — Oypuy cede Moj HOC U Iapio
PYKaMu TIO IOy, TIBITASICh XOTsI ObI TAK HAWTH OoJee yIoOHOe MECTEUKO.

OuepeHBIM pa3MaxoM pyKH Bpe3aioch B TeJI0 AppOHa, CIIyYaiHO Iaparasi HOITSIMH €ro KOXKY.

— JIuza, Kakoro feMoHa?! — 31uTCs Tak, OyITO 51 10 KPOBHU pacroposia emy OOK.

XBaraet MeHsI 3a PyKy U pe3Ko JepraeT Ha ceOsl.
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— I[Noyemy TBI IPOCTO HE MOJKEIIb AeJaTh TO, YTo Tebe roBopsAT? Thl mpocTo HeBbiHOCKMa! Kak
THI BOOOIIIE JIOKHJIA JIO CBOUX JIET B CBOEM MHpe?

— A MHE ¥ He TaK MHOTO JIeT, — OOWXEHHO OTBeYalo I, MUXas JPakoHa B IPydb U IITAsICh
CJIE3Th C HETO.

Ho Hamo ckazars, jiexkaTh Ha HeM KyJa ynoOHee U MpHUsTHee, YeM Ha JISISTHOM KOJII0YeM TOTy.

— Moxer, 37ech Bce XOIAT MOCIYIIHbIE U C 3aKJIEEHHBIMU PTaMu, — MPOJOJIKAl0 51, — A BOT
B MOEM MHUpEe MHOTHE JeBYIIKU Takue, Kak si! I He OyayT MOKOPHO CJIeA0BaTh UyKMM IpPUKa3aM,
€CJIM UM 3TO HE HPAaBUTCA.

— 3HauuT, Ball MUp 0OpeveH, — S3BUTEbHO OT3hIBACTCS APAKOH M OE30IMO0YHO HAXOAUT
MOg JIUIIO, IPUTSTUBAS €r0 K CBOEMY 32 MOAOOPOIIOK.

B aGcomoTHOM TeMHOTE BUXKY TOJBKO Mapy CUSIONIMX I71a3, OT KOTOPBIX Y MEHs cefiuac Mopo3
IO KOJKe.

— Ho T8I Bce Bpems 3a0bIBaellib, YTO cefiuac Thl B MOEM MHUpE, U 3[1eCh s AUKTYIO MpaBUJa.
310 nocneHee npenynpexaeHue, Jinza. M el Oyzens MOCIyIIHON JeBOYKOW, WK 51 Oporry Tebs
3[1ECh OJIHY, Y Thl HUKOTJA HE BEPHELIbCS JOMOM.

— IloHsna 51, — THXO OT3bIBaIOCh 1. — OTIIYCTU MEHS yKe.

— Her, BUiuMO He MOHSsIIA, — BBIIBIXAET OH MPSIMO B MOM I'yObl. — ITO 51 TeOe TOBOPIO, YTO,
KaK M KOrza jienarb. A Thl MOJIYa BBINOJHSEIb MOM YKa3aHUs. YsCHUA?

Boxe. Kakoii oH HaIMEHHBIH, HATJIbIA U HEBBIHOCUMBIN. W Kak e MeHs ceiuac TSHeT K Hemy !

UyBCTBYyI0 ropsiyee JbIXxaHHe JApakoHa Ha CBOEM JIMIIE U OOJIM3BIBAIO Tepecoxiime ryonl. Temo
MIEPECTaeT MEHs CJIYIIaThCsl, a MaJIblibl HEBOJbHO HAYMHAIOT MOIVIAXKKUBATh TSKEJIO B3/IBIMAIOIIYIOCS
rpyab AppoHa.

— 41 Bce ysacauina. KakoBo Oyner Baiie cienyioliee ykazanue? — TOPOIUTMBO CIHPAIUBAIO 5,
JIWIITH OBl OH IMOCKOpee OCBOOOIAMII MEHSI OT CBOUX OOBATHIA.

Ho BMecTo oxumaemoro orBera JpakoH MPOCTO OIYyCKaeT MEHs Ha IOJ U YKJIAJbIBAET MOIO
rOJIOBY Ha CBOIO T'PY/b.

— IlpocTo cnu, — MPOU3HOCUT OH M KJIAJIET PyKy MHE Ha CIIMHY, MPHKUMasi K ceoe.
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I'maBa 15

CKBO3b COH UyBCTBYIO, KaK UTO-TO KAacaeTcsi MOei MOsSICHUILIBI U ME/IJIEHHO CIycKaeTcsl K Oefl-
pam. U elie HenmpocHyBLIeeCs CO3HAHUE PUCYET MHE JKYTKOTO OIPOMHOIO MayKa ¢ JIMHHBIMU Ty IIH-
CTBIMU JIAlIaMH ¥ OEJIBIMU KJIbIKaMH, KaK y TUTpa.

— A-a-a! — BCKPUKMBAIO 51 U BCKAKUBAIO C MECTa, OTYASTHHO MBITASICh CTPSIXHYTH C ceOs1 HEUTO.

— Y10 Takoe? — CIblIly B TEMHOTE HEIOBOJIbHBIM U 3aCMIAHHBINA T'OJIOC AppOHAa.

— Ha mne uro-to cugut! Ckopee, moMoru MHe! — Jiernieuy s U ¢ pa3Maxa Bpe3aloch PyKOu B
creHy. — A-aii... bosbHO. ..

— Tebs ykycunu?! — Ternephb JpakoH 3BYUHUT Yxe OoJiee BCTPEBOKEHHBIM, a Ha €ro JIaJIOH!
BCIIBIXMBAET Marusi, OCBEIIAIIAsS MAJICHbKYIO TEIEpY.

— Her, — xHbluy 4. — Yaapunacse.

On Opocaetcs ko MHe. Bersyio ocmarpuBaer neriepy, a 3aTeM U MeHsl, TIOMYTHO OIIyTbIBas:

— 41 HUKOrO HE BUKY.

— W nostomy pervi MeHs1 o0nanath?

Ho B™mecTo oTBeTa pakoH OepeTcs 3a MOoAoN IUIaThs U 3aIMPaeT ero BBepX.

— ThI coBceMm omiaznesn?! — OT BO3MYILEHUS s1 POCTO BHE ce0sl U MBITAIOCh OIEPHYTH IUIAThe
BHU3, HO JIPAaKOH HE JIa€T 3TOrO CHENaTh.

U ot 3TOrO CONpOTUBIEHUS PyKa HAUMHAET OOJETh ellle CUIIbHee.

— Ipekparu nepratbes, — komanayeT AppoH. — Ilnatbe Hao cHATH. Bapyr oHo 3a0panock
oA, HEeTo.

[Tocne 3THX CJIOB MHE yk€ HE IO CTECHEHUS U BO3MYILEHUs. S TYT e MOJHUMAI0 PyKU BBEPX,
MO3BOJISISL APAKOHY OCTABUTH MEHSI B OTHOM JIMIIIb OeJibe.

— Hy? Ha criune HMKOro? — %ajno0HO MPOTATUBAIO 5, HE HAOMIOAAsi HUKAKUX CYILECTB CIie-
penu.

Momuanue. CTpax 3akpabIBaeTcs Moj KOXy, a Tesio OpocaeT B Apoxb. [Touemy oH momuut?
[Touemy Huyero He nenaer?

— CTON CMMPHO Y HE IIEBEINUCh, — XPUILIBIA IENOT pa3laeTcs NpsMO Hal MOUM YXOM.

A gepe3 MrHoBeHue AppoH crpedaeT MOU BOJIOCH B XBOCT, KPEMNKO C)KUMasl, U Iie-TO B paioHe
MaKYILKH 5 HAUMHAIO OLIyIIATh kap.

— Y10 TaM? — ApOKaIIKUM rOJIOCOM CHPAIIMBAIO 5, KAK BAPYT HA MOJI YTO-TO MaAAET.

[lepeBoxy Tyna B3IV M BUKY, KaK KAKOE-TO OTPOMHOE HACEKOMOE, TTOX0KE€ Ha MHOTOHOKKY
C TBEpP/bIM MAHIMPEM, U3BUBAETCS HA 3€MJIE, OXBAYEHHOE IIAMEHEM.

— 2TO OYEHb SAA0BUTAS TBAPb, — MPOU3HOCUT APPOH.

— A OHa MOIJ1a MEHS YKYCUTh ? — MOBOPAYMBAIOCh JIUIIOM K APPOHY U CMOTPIO Ha HETO OTPOM-
HBIMHU OT CTpaxa IJ1a3amHu.

— DTO Thl MHE CKaXH, — 3alyM4YHMBO [TPOU3HOCHUT OH, OIyCKasl B3[JIS/l BHU3 10 MOEMY TeIy.

— A s 6bl TOYYBCTBOBaJA yKyc?

— EcTecTBeHHO, — OTBEYaeT OH, YCTABUBILUCH HA MOIO TPY/b.

[IpukpeIBaloCh pyKaMu ¥ MOBOPAYMBAIOCh K HAIJIEIy CIIMHOM:

— He HyXHO Ha MEH$ MAIUTHCSA, ITO HENPUIMYHO. Jlyyullie nogai MHe riaThe.

— U 3710 TBOSI GNIArOAAPHOCTD 32 CTIACEHHE XKU3HU ? — U3YMJICHHO IIPOU3HOCHT OH.

— Cnacu60, — BbIIBIXAIO 5. — A Terepsb Mojiai, MoKaIyncTa. . .

Ho He ycneBaio OroBopuTh, Kak BIPYT B IElIEpe BHOBb BOLAPSETCS TEMHOTA, a APAKOH IPU-
KUMAaeTCsi KO MHE BCEM TeJIOM U OOHUMaeT 3a )KUBOT. CBOOOIHON PYKOM OH OTKHMIBIBAET MOH BOJIOCHI
B CTOPOHY U KacaeTcsi Ty0aMu Ieu.

— Tol Tak nipekpacHa, JInza, — pokoueT ApakoH. — U B OarofiapHoCThb s XOTe Obl MOMYYUTh
BCIO T€OA1.
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C ry0 cpwiBaetcs caaBieHHbIN cToH. OT ero royioca ¥ KacaHui KpyKUTcs rooBa. Koxka nmokpsl-
BAETCsl MypaIllkaMH, a HU3 )KUBOTA PACIMPAET OT TATYYero U TOMUTETHHOTO Kapa.

C HacnaxJIeHueM MPUKPHIBAIO T71a3a U OOJIM3BIBAI0 TIepecoXIIre IyObl, COApOrasch OT Mora-
’KMBAaHUM 1IEPIIABOU JIAIOHH TIO KUBOTY. B 00BATUSX ApakoHa Bech MUP LISl MEHsI IPOCTO Tiepe-
CTaeT CyliecTBOBaTh. Yl eJMHCTBEHHOE, Yero s ceivyac X04y — 3aCThITh B 9TOM MOMEHTE HaBCeI/a.

Kaxko#i-To mopox 3actaBiisieT MeHsl BCTPETIEHYThCSI ¥ IPUITH B CeOsl.

Boxe, uTo 51 emy BooO11e no3Bosisiio? W uro oH no3posnsiet cede?!

BeccoBecTHbIl ApakoH ONSATh MEHS 3arMITHOTU3UpPOBa!

— Haxan. He cmeii Gostbinie Tak JesaTh! — BBIMAIMBAIO 51 M OTCKAKUBAIO B CTOPOHY.

W B 3TOT ke MOMEHT Teliepa 03apseTcsi IPKUM XOJIOTHBIM CBETOM. DTO JIIOMOTOp CHOBA Bep-
HYJICSI K HAM.

— IlpuBer, ApyXOK, — pa3n0CagOBAaHHO MPOU3HOIIY S ¥ TIOJHUMAIO TUIAThe C T0Ja, CIIEITHO
HaJeBas ero Ha ceosl.

— He nonsis1, — ¢ BO3MyIIIEeHHEM MPOU3HOCUT JPAKOH. — DTO MoYeMy s elle Haxau?

— Ilouemy? — HepBHO ycmexaioch s1. — [ToTomy uTo npuMeHsienb Ha MHe cBoto Maruio! Jluma-
elllb paccyJKa U 3acTaBJisielllb MOE TeJIO MOAUMHSTHCS Tebe!

— 4? Maruio? — rpoMKo ycMexaetcst oH. — JIu3a, y MeHsl HeT NoJIoOHOM Marvu.

— Hy KOHe4YHO, — XMBIKaIO s, IONpaBJisisi Ha cede TIaThe.

— KoneuHo, — kuBaet oH. — Tbl cama MeHs *kenaeiib. Ho He Xouelb 3Toro npu3HaBarh.

— U kak y TeOs1 TOJBKO SI3bIK TIOBOPAYMBAETCS TAKOE MPOU3HOCUTD, — Kavalo TOJIOBOM, HeJ0-
BOJIBHO TJISIS1 HA MY)KUMHY.

— K Tomy ke, — npoposkaeT oH, — s IPU BCEM XKeJIAHUU He CMOT OBl JIMIIIUTH TeOsT paccy/ka.
Henp3s 3a0path TO, Yero Her.

— Xa-xa! OueHp cMelHo! — A3BJIO £1.

— 4 pan, uto Tebe cmemnHo. MHOraa jydiie MOCMEAThCsS HAJl CBOUMH HEIOCTATKaMH, YeM
paccTpauBaThCs U3-3a ITOTO.

— Kakoii ke Tbl HeBBIHOCUMBIH! — 3110 11eXKy 51 CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl M BCKHBIBAIO TOJIOBY
BBepX. — Boru, MeHs-To B 3a 4TO Tak Hakazanu? YTo s caenana Bam, YTO Bbl OTIIPABUIA MEHS K
9TOMY UyAOBHIILY?

— TblI BCEro JINIIIb YeJIOBEK, — CHUCXOAUTEIBHO MPOU3HOCUT AppoH. — OHU TeOsI He yCIIbIIIAT.

— Tloxanyiicra! M36aBeTe MeHs oT Hero! Y BepHHMTE HOMON! — MPOU3HOIIY S HAMOCTEOK,
CJIOKUB JIAJOHU B YMOJISIIOIIIEM JKECTe.

— Meurarh He BpeHO, — yCMeXaeTcsi AppOH, OTOIBUTAET KAMEHHYIO IIJTUTY, 3aIlycKasi THEB-
HOH CBET B TEIIEpPy, U BHIXOAUT HapyxKy. — I yxoxy. A Thl, TaK YX U ObITh, OCTABAWCS 311eCh, Pa3
XOYelb OT MeHsI N30aBUThCSI.

W oH npuHUMaeTcs 3a1BUTaTh IUIUTY OOPaTHO, OCTaBJIsIsi MEHSI BHYTPH TEIIEPHI.
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OT cTpaxa ocTaThCs B3allepTu B 3TOM Telepe, Ijie MeHsI CIOCOOHBI YOUTh MECTHbIE HACEKOMBIE,
CepIe OITyCKaeTcs B MATKU. Bpocaloch K BBIXOLY, HO Aake PyKYy He yCIeBalo MPOTUCHYTh, KAK BHOBb
OKa3bIBAIOCh B MOJHOW TEMHOTE, OTPE3aHHasi OT BHEIIIHETO MUPA.

— APpOH, THI UTO JieJIaellib? — TO JIU C BO3MYILIEHHEM, TO JIU C y’KaCOM KpU4Yy 5 U ObIO JIAJIOHBIO
110 KaMH10. — Beinyctr Mens! Crplmmins?

— CrpaHHBI KaKOW-TO LIYM, — CJIbIILY MPUITYIIEHHBIM rooc apakoHa. — [loxoxe, Kakywo-
TO HarJIylo U OOTTJIMBYIO JEBUILY 3allepiid B meriepe, 4roOsl npenogars ypok. Ho ypok oHa, nmoxosxe,
COBCEM HE YCBOMJIA.

— AppOH, 3TO COBCEM He CMEIIHO! — ¢ HaJPhIBOM BBIKPUKHBAIO 5. — BeIycTH MeHs Heme/I-
JIEHHO!

— Jla, coBepIlIeHHO TOYHO YPOK OHA HE YCBOWJIA, — C HAUTPAHHOM I'PYCThIO OTBEYAET OH. —
Yro X, BUAAUMO, edl Hy)KHO OOJIbIIIe BpeMEHH /15 TiepeBOoCITanus1. M Korjga SToT MOMEHT HaCTaHeT,
MOXET, KTO-TO JIPYTro¥ OyAeT MPOXOIUTh MUMO U YCIIBIIIUT ee.

OH nipocto MeHst TeppopusupyeT. [IbiTaeTcst mocTaBUTh MEHSI HA MECTO, MOTYUHUTD cede. Ho u
s He nauiblieM jiesiana. OT MeHs1 He yOy/IeT, eI TIOJbIrPaio eMY U CIIeJIalo BHI, YTO OH HAITyrajl MeHsI.

— AppoH, ThI elie 3[ech? — KaJOOHBIM TOJIOCKOM MPOTSATUBAIO 5, HO HUYETO He CJIbIIY B
otBeT. — ThI coBepIieHHO mpaB. S Bena cedsi COBEPIIEHHO Henonooarole ¢ ToOOH, MPOCTH. DTO
y MeHs Ha MOACO3HAHMU Takas camoszaimra. 51 Bedb oKa3anach B Uy)KOM MHUpPE, MHE 3[IeCb OYEeHb
crpamHo. Ho 51 HM Ha 4TO He criocoOHa! Y MeHs HU CHJIbI, HM XMTPOCTH, ]a U YMOM He OJIery.
EnuHCTBEHHOE MOE opyskue — 3T0 ciioBa. Ho oueHb I1yno ObLIO ¢ MOE# CTOPOHBI BeCTH cedst Tak
¢ ToOoM. Thl BeJJb MOU €JMHCTBEHHBIN 3allIUTHUK, CAMBIA XpaOpblid M camMblil CHIIbHBINA. be3 1eds s
COBEpIIEHHO TOYHO Mnpornany. M ocosnato ato. [Ipoctu mens, noxanyiicra. f obemaio, uto Oyay Teds
cinymartbesi. Y He ctany MHoro 0onirark. YecTHO-4ecTHO!

Bce 310 51 mporoBapuBaio co CKpellleHHbIMU MaJblIaMU Ha pyKax, a ellle Ha BCAKUM ciydai u
Ha Horax. Hy a kak ere gaBath oOelanusi, KOTopble sl He cCOOMpPaloch CAePKUBATh?

[To Ty cTopoHy meleps! Mo-MpeKHeMy HUKAKOTO OTBETa, U sl HE Ha UIYTKY HAYMHAI0 BOJHO-
BaTbCsl. Bapyr AppoH HacTonbKO OOJIBHOM Ha TOJIOBY, UTO BOBCE HE IIYTWII U Oe3 3a3pEHUsT COBECTH
Opocu MeHs 31ech?

— AppOH, — BHOBb 3aBY €ro U HEPBHO CKpeOy HOTTSIMU TI0 KaMHIO.

Kak Bapyr miamura pe3ko OTOABUraeTCsl, U MEHsI OCJIEIISIeT COJTHEUHBII CBeT.

— 4 B mocnenHMit pa3 NOBEPIO TBOMM CJIOBaM, — I'PO3HO Mpou3HocUT AppoH. — Ho, oberaio,
€CJIM Tl HAPYILUIIIb OOEIaHKe, TO B CIIEAYIOIIUH pas. . .

— He napymy! 4 xe nooGemana, — npepbiBaio ero ¥ ObICTPO IHaraio Bepes, mpsJya Hecaep-
KHUBAEMYIO YXMBUIKY.

Hwuuero, npyxok-apakoH. S 3To Tak mpocto He octaBimo. W 00s3aTesbHO MpUayMaio 4To-
HUOYb TOpa3/I0 U3OLIPEHHEE, YeM MPOCTO OOMEH KOJKOCTSAMU. ThI ellie y MeHsI IOJTy YHIIIb!

CHoBa OpeneM Kyaa-To BIepel, repecekasi Nolis, epesiecKl U pydbu. Y coBepIlieHHO Hero-
XO’e, YTO BOT-BOT MbI BBIIIJIEM B 3aCEJIEHHYIO MECTHOCTD.

B kuBOTE ypuMT OT royiofia, HOTM HAYMHAIOT TYIETh OT OBICTPOU XOBOBI O3 OCTAHOBOK. A B
TOJIOBE HEYCTAHHO KPYTHUTCS BOIIPOC: KOIJIA K€ MBI XOTb KyIa-HUOYIb yxke nouaem?!

W kak xe xoueTcs 3a1aTh TOT Bornpoc ApakoHy! Ho s TepnenmBo Mody, MPUKYCUB SI3bIK.
Ooberana Besib ObITH XOPOIIIEH AEBOUKOI, a APPOHY YK OUeHb He HPAaBUTCS, KOT/ia 51 OOJITAIO0 U 32/1a10
BOMPOCHL. [IJ1s1 HEro 3To CPOAHU HETMoCIyIIaHUI0. BOT 1 MPUXOIUTCS JepKaTh A3bIK 32 3yOaMU.

OueHb CIOKHO MOTYATh, KOT/Ia BOJTHYIOT HACYIIIHBIE BOIIPOCHI, a HE MPOCTOE KeJlaHue MoOoJI-
TaTh XOTh O YeM-HUOYb. [la s Bpone HuKora ceOsl Tak v He Bena. .. Kaxercs.
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Heyxemu s 1 nipaBna cimimkom Maoro 6onraio? He moxer Obith! Epynna kakas-to. Ecim Obl
s1 ObLJIa M3JIMIITHE Pa3roBOPYMBA, TO YK 32 ABA/IATh C JIMIITHUM TOIKOB MHE Obl 00 9TOM 00s13aTEJIbHO
KTO-TO CKa3aJ, WM XOTs1 Obl HaMeKHY/1. Ho HeT. AppoH nepBblii, KTO OOBUHUII MEHSI B TTOIOOHOM.

370 He y MeHs PoOJIeMBI, a y Hero. 3a HECKOJIbKO JIET OIMHOYECTBA B TEIIepe OH TaK OfnYal,
410 M00as YenoBeyecKas pedb BHI30BET y Hero pasapakenue. Ho to s eme Oyner!

Ckopo OH BEepHETCs B CBOW 3aMOK, IJIe €ro MOCTOSIHHO OYAyT OKpYXaTh JECATKHU, a TO U COTHH
monieit. BoT Torma-To oH ¢ HOCTaJIbruel BCIOMHUT, KaK TUXO M XOPOIIO ObUIO O MHOW. BOT TONTBKO
MeHsI PJIOM C HUM yxe He Oyner. Jlake HEMHOTO kaJib, YTO s HE YBUXKY, KaK CHJIBHO OH OyieT
oecutbes. Ho gaxe paam Takoro 3penuiia s He TOToBa 3a€pKUBAThCSl B STOM MUPE HU HA MUHYTY
JOJIbIIIE.

Ho moseT 31ech He Tak yx M 1u1oxo. $1 moka He 3Hato. Hanpumep, B IMBUIM30BAaHHBIX TOPOAAX
PSIIOM C IIMBUJIM30BAHHBIMH JTIOJIbMU $1, BEPOSITHO, TIOUYBCTBYIO ce0s1 Kyaa KoMgopTHee, 4eM B 0e3-
JHOJHBIX JIecax BMECTE C HETIOJUMBIM JIPAKOHUILIEM.

MosxeT ObITh, MHE e111e 3[1eCh YCIeeT MOHPABUTHCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CKOJIBKO €111e IMKOBUHHBIX
BEIIIE 13 3TOTO MHpa s He yBUesa U He y3Hana? Kax/plil yesoBeK XOTh pa3 B )KU3HU MEUTAN O TOM,
YTOOBI OKa3aThCsl B TOI0OHOM MecTe. VI MHe 3T0 ynanock! A sl TOJNIBKO U yMaio, Kak TocKopee Obl
CMBIThCSI OTCIOZIa. A BCeMy BHHOW MO CITyTHUK, KOTOPBI BCEMHU CHJIAMU TIBITAETCS AOKA3aTh, YTO
MHE 3[IeCh COBEPIIEHHO HE MEeCTO.

Ho ects 1 y MeHst mecTo B cooctBenHOM Mupe? Kyna st BepHych? B KBapTHpYy, I/1e )KUBET MO
yXke ObIBIINH )KeHUX, ipenaBiuii MeHs? Her, 51 ero Hukoraa He npoity. [la u yero ce0s 0OMaHbIBATh,
Y OH HaBepHsKa yKe He keT MeHs. HaBepHoe, OTBOJIOK BCe MOM BEIllM HA MYCOPKY M TIOCEJHJI y
ce0s Ty caMylo CeKpeTaplily, ¢ KOTOpOW pa3BieKascsi B CBoeM odrice.

Ha u yept Obl ¢ HUM. [laxe TymMaTh O HEM He X0uy.

Tak 4TO e MeHs )aeT B MoeM Mupe? Hu xkeHnxa, HU KWIbsl, HU JTaxke paboTel. MeHs ckopee
BCETO YK€ YBOJIMJIM M3-32 TPOTYJIOB.

PonHbIX y MeHS HeT, a ¢ Ipy3bsIMU MBI 110 XKU3HU Pa3MUHYJIUCH Cpa3y MOCje YHUBEPCHUTETA.
Ocrayuch IHIb XOPOIIKe 3HAKOMbIe, KOTOphle HABEPHSKA AaXe He 3aMETHUIIA MOETO MCUE3HOBEHHUS.

N 4rto s umero no urory? Besi Ku3HB B MOEM MUpE TIOTEpsiHA, U €€ HYKHO OyIeT CTPOUTh
3aHOBO, KOT/Ia BEPHYCh Ty/a.

Bor Tonbko Korjaa 3to nponsonaeT? A BAPYT B 9TOM MHUpE BpeMs TeueT MHaue, U Mo BO3Bpa-
IIEHNY Ha 3eMJITIO sl OKaKyCh B JIaJleKoM Oy/yIleM, B KOTOPOM MHE TOYHO He OyzeT mecra?

A ecu MO MU U BOBCE MepecTall CyIecTBOBaTh? BOT mpsiMo ceiuac st uj1y Mo 3ejieHOM TpaBe
9TOr0 MHPa, a B 3TY K€ CEKyH1y 3eMJTI0 pa3pbiBaeT Ha Kycku? Bo3aMokHO 1 Takoe?

Vxac kakoit. M vero s Tonpko ceGe He Haaymalo, MpeObIBask HAeJMHE CO CBOMMM MBICIISIMU.
Kaxkwue xyTtkue mpici. He xo4y, 4ToOBI TaKOE MPOU3OIILIO.

Tonmoc Appona BbIpbIBaeT MeHsI U3 pa3MblluUieHuid. Ho s morpsisia B HUX Tak ITyOOKO, 4TO
Jaxe He YJIaBJIMBaIo €ro CJIOB.

— Ilpoctu, 4TO THI CKa3aj? — MepecrnpanimBai si.

— T'oBOpIO, UTO MPUATHO YAWBIIEH, — MPOU3HOCUT APPOH BIIEPBbIE 32 HECKOJBKO YaCOB. —
MHe He BepHJIOCh, YTO Thl CMOKEIIIb TaK JIOJTO MPOJEPKAThCSI.

ITO OH JaeT MHe MO3BOJICHHE CHOBA C HUM roBOpHTH? Vin pocTo nmoexuaHuvaTh pemn?

— 4 crapaioch, — CyX0 OT3bIBalOCh B OTBET. — Y MeHS M ¢ caMoy coOoi Oeceaa HeryIoxo
CKJIQ/IBIBACTCS.

— YynecHo, — ycMeXaeTcsl OH U MPOJIOIKaeT, MOTHYB TOJIOBOY BrpaBo: — Toraa nepenai
CBOE coOeceJHUIIE, YTO MBI YK€ TIOUTH BRIOPATHCH K oM. OCTasoch JIMIIb Iepeceyb ITO TMOJe.
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I'nmaBa 17

[Nepen HamMu HeOOBATHOE TIOJIE, OPOCIIEe TPABOW MOYTH B YeJIOBeUecKuid pocT. BecMarpuba-
10Ch BAAJb U BUXKY MaJIIOCEHbKHE, €/1Ba PA3IMYUMble B TYMaHe JOMHUKHU. BOT TOMBKO CTOUT JU UATU
HanpssMuK ? MaJsio i1, 94To MOKeT HacC MOIKUAATh B TAKOW BHICOKOW M T'YCTOM TpaBe.

— Hawm 6s1 ero nyuiiie 000ATH, — 3alyMUMBO IMPOU3HOIITY 51 ¥ CMOTPIO IO CTOPOHAM.

— He nyume, — Bo3paxkaetr AppoH. — VT npuaercs O0iro, 1 HeM3BeCTHO, YTO TaM OyJeT
nanbine. Moxet, 0071070, Ui 0OpbB. Mbl noitaem npsimMo. Jlato maTh MUHYT Ha OTABIX, U BbIJIBUTA-
eMcHl.

Ha, 6010ch, 4TO JpakoH Ha 3TOT pa3 npa.. [lone Oynro pacimpsiercs B 6eckoHeuHocTb. Y Hu
ClipaBa, HU cJieBa He BUJHO €My KOHIIA.

Her, oHO HaBepHsIKa JOIKHO IJe-TO KOHYAThCSI, BOMPOC TOJBKO B TOM, KaK JOJITO MPUIETCS
WITH, ¥ 9TO OyIeT MOUKUAATh HAaC TaM. A XOTeJIoCh Obl yke TIOCKopee A00paThes 10 MPUCTAHMITA
Y HOPMAJIbHO OTHAOXHYTh. Tem OoJjiee, YTO CKOpPO HACTYIMUT HOYb, a 51 OOJbIlIe He XOuy yoOeraTb u
MPSITaThCs OT BCSAKUX uynoBUIl. MHe U JpakoHa XBaTaeT C roJI0BOM, YTOObI MOIIEKOTATh HEPBUILIKH.

— UYepes nosie, Tak yepes IoJjie, — COMIAIIAICH s M OMYCKAIOCh Ha 3eMJTI0, YTOOBI IaTh HOraM
otapix. — Tam Bejib He MOXeT ObITh HUKAKMX CMEPTENIbHBIX OMACHOCTEH, TipaB/a’?

— HagepHoe, — yk CJIMIIKOM Oe3pa3InyHO OTBEYAET JIPAKOH U CATUTCS PSOM CO MHOM.

— Mosxer, Torna Bce ke Jydle 00ouTH? — nepecnpanivpam 5, 1 Moe TeJI0 HEBOJIBHO Mepe-
JEepPruBaeT OT MBICJIH, UTO 51 MOTY HACTYIUTh Ha KaKyI0-HUOYIb SIOBUTYIO 3MEIO.

— 41 Benmp yke cKazall, YTO MbI UJIEM MPSIMO, — HAYMHAET 3JIUThCS JAPAKOH U HEOOPO IIISAUT
Ha MeHs1. — Bcee? Cpok TBoero oderanust ucTek?

Hy, koneuno. Kak e 3T0 s1 mocmenia yCOMHUTBCSI B pellieHnH BeJMKoro ApakoHa! [a erme u
rosioc nofania. Henopsimok.

— ¥ MeH$ TPOCTO pa3BUT MHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHUs1, — CIIOKOMHO oTBevalo eMmy. — [loatomy
s CTaparch n30eraTb TOro, YTO 3aBEIOMO MOKET ITPUHECTH HETIPUSTHOCTH.

— Jla Heyxenu? — ycMexaercsi OH. — A He Thl JIM HacC MOTaIIuja B I0OM K CTapoil BeapMe?

— Hy u3BuHmM, — xMbikaio 1. — Eciu Obl 51 3Hana, 4TO B BallleM MHpE TaKhe K3EMIUISIPbI
BCTPEUAIOTCS, TO HE TOTaIuIa Obl.

— JlagHO. DTO 5 caM BUHOBAT, UTO COITIACUJICA Ty/a OUTH, — MPOU3HOCUT OH, YIMBJISIsl MEHS
CBOMMH CJIOBAMU.

— Tht ceituac B3su1 U BOT Tak MPOCTO MpPU3HAJI, 4TO ObUT B YeM-To Hempas? $1 mosnblieHa.
JyMaia, Thl BOOOIIE HEe CIIOCOOEH K CAMOKPUTHKE.

— Tbl He TIOHsTa, — BO3pakeHue AppoH. — XOTs 4ero MHe TeOe OOBSICHATH, Thl BE/Ib caMa
MpU3HAJA, YTO YMOM He Onernierib. OueBUIHO, Thl CHOCOOHA TyMaTh JIMIIb TOBEPXHOCTHO, HE BIa-
BasiCh B INIyOMHHBIN CMBICIT CJIOB.

— A-a, BOT OHO 4TO, — TPOTATMBAIO s, U BO MHE BHOBb pa3pacTaercsl kejlaHue MPUAyIIUTh
9TOro rajga Ha Mecte. — M B yem Obuia r1yOrHa TBOMX ciioB? Mory s y3Hath?

— B ToM, 4TO TI03BONIHII cebe ToMyMarh, YTO Th CIOCOOHA HA pa3yMHbIe MBICTH. Pem 1ath
TeOe IIaHC, HO COBEPIIIEHHO HAITPACHO.

— A BOT Ternepsb s MO-HACTOSIIEMY 00eCKypaXeHa, — YCMeXaloch s, IOKaYnBasi TOJIOBOH. —
Hackosbko BBIBEpHYTH JTIOOBIE CIIOBA M JIEUCTBUS B CBOIO MOJIB3Y ... Jla y TeOs1 MpOCTO HEBEPOSITHBIN
tanant! bpago!

— A y Te0s TaJlaHT He JyMaTh TOJIOBOM, — XMbIKaeT APpOH M MOITHUMAETCs ¢ 3eMiid. — Bce,
uzaeM. bynenis cnenoBaTh 4eTKO 32 MHOIA.

— Ha mac npsiM, pazoexanack! — bIpkalo s, BCKaKMBasi ¢ 3eMJIH, U CO BCEX HOT MUYCh BIIEpe/,
orepexasi IpakoHa.
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Paznpuraio pykamu TpaBy, mpoyuinas cede myTh, ¥ ObICTPO ULy BIIEpes, Jake He AyMas O TOM,
YTO B TPaBEe MOXKET KTO-TO OKa3aThCsl.

4 mymana, 4To cMoOry ero Tepretb ¥ noMayikusatb. Ho Hetr. OT ero ocKopOIeHui MeHs ax
TPSICET, a TEPIICHUIO ¥ BOBCE MIPUIIIEI KOHEI.

— Tol MHE HUKTO, sicHO? JlocTan yxe! — sIpOCTHO BHINTAJIMBAIO 1, HE cOaBsis mar. — 1 Bech
TaKOW YMHBIW, CUJTbHBIN U KJIaccHbI! A Tbl, JIn3a, riiynasi ¥ HUKYeMHast MyCTHIIIKA, — HaUTPAaHHBIM
TOHOM TIepe/Ipa3sHUBAI0 ApakoHa. — BOT TONBKO ThI Bce BpeMst 3a0bIBaelllb, YTO MMEHHO OJarogapst
MHE BBIOpaJICSI M3 IONToJIeTHero 3aroueHus1. Hukakoi 6narogapHocTu. drouct nondansiil! BosoMHMI
o ceOe HeBEeCTh UTO, a Ha JieJie HUUero u3 ce0s He npeacTabisens! [Ipakon oH, mocMoTpuTe-Ka. [a
HUKaKOH THI HE IPaKoOH, a 6apaH camblii HacTosmii! HenmpoOruBaeMblil TOJICTOKOXHUI MyKJ1aH!

Bce, BHIrOBOpUMIIACh U Jaske HEMHOTO Jierye crtayio. Ho yauBuTensHO, 4T0 AppOH HUYETO Ha TO
MHE He OTBe4aeT. XOTs OOBIYHO 3aBOIUTCS C MOJI-000pOTa OT Mapbl HEBUHHBIX (ppa3. A OT Takoro
OH BOOOIIE JOKEH ObLT MTPUNATH B IPOCTb.

[ToBopauuBaio rojoBy M 3aCThIBAIO HA MECTe, MOTOMY uTO AppoHa He Buky. Kyna oH nencs?

— Tt pent otaensHO OT MeHst ot ? Hy u ipekpacHo! Be3 1e6s1 MHe TOuHO OyAeT Jiydirie.

CHoBa B oTBeT THIIMHA. HeT, TyT 4TO-TO HE Tak.

A eciu ero yxe cXBaTHJ KaKOH-TO MOHCTP ¥ yTalllJI B CBOIO TIOI3EMHYIO HOpY ?

ITa MBICJIb PUBOJUT MEHSI B YKaC M BbI3BIBACT JIMIIb JKeJTaHUe YHOCUTh Horu. Ho BMecTo 3Toro
s1 OCTOPOKHO Uy 0OpaTHO, BhIcMaTpuBasi AppoHa B ryctoil TpaBe. OH, KOHEYHO, Ta eIlle CBOJIOUb,
HO He MOTY e 51 Ha caMOM JieJie ero Opocuth? [la v, 4eCTHO TOBOPsI, CTPAIITHO MHE OCTaBaThCsI OHOM
B HE3HAKOMOM MHpe.

Jlenao erie HECKOJIBKO 11aroB M, HaKOHel, 3aMevato AppoHa. OH CTOUT, COTHYBIIMCh U OITYCTUB
TOJIOBY, TTOTOMY $I €r0 U He YBHe/a Mpex/e.

— Hy, u yero TbI He oT3bIBaelbCcsA? 13 BpeqHOCTH? — XMBIKAIO £1.

W cHOBa HET 0TBeTa, JOHOCSTCS JIUIIIb TUXUE XPHITHI.

— AppoH, 3T0 yXe He cMentHo. B uem aeno? Thl ce0st MI0X0 4yBCTBYeEIIb ?

W TyT OH BCKUBIBAET TOJIOBY, OTYETO s1 MHCTUHKTUBHO OTIIATHIBAIOCH HA3a/l M UyTh HE Majaio
Ha 3eMJTi0. [71a3a ropsAT HEMCTOBBIM CBEYEHUEM, HE TaK, KakK Mpesk/e. A B3I MPOCTO JI0 YSPTUKOB
yraer.

— TbI 31UIIBCS HA MEHsA? — TUXO CIPAIIMBAIO 5, HO TYT e TepPSIO ap peuu, KOrjaa JpakoH
OTKPBIBAET POT, 3710 YXMBUISISCH, 1 OOHAKAET JUIMHHBIE OETIOCHEKHbIE KJIBIKU, KAKUX Y HEro He ObUIO
npexe.

OH cMOTpHT Ha MEHsI KaK XUIIHHUK Ha JOObYY — B MPSIMOM CMBbICIE 3Toro cioBa. U Oyaro
panyercst STOMy.

— ApPpOH, YTO MPOUCXOOUT? — 3aUKASCh, CIIPAIIMBAIO 5.

Hano Bce-Taku 6exarb, HO TeJIO He CITyIIAeTCsl, 1 HOrY OyATO HAJIMIIMCH CBUHIIOM.

W Bapyr ero nmuio Kopyutcst OyATo OT OOMM. APpPOH CKJIUTCS, U U3 €ro TPyAU BBIPHIBAETCS
[JTyXOW YTPOOHBIN PHIK:

— bern, JInza. beru. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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