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AHHOTaAMSA

Bexana ot jxeHnXa-u3MEHHHKA, a YTOIWIa B IPYroid MUP U MPSMO
B Jlanbl HaJIMEHHOTrO JpakoHa. OH 3asBUJI, UTO sl €r0 UCTUHHASA U
MIPUHAJIEXKY EMY.

Uro 3710 3Haumt? HeBaxHO, A Bce paBHO Ha Takoe He
noxnuckiBanack! Ho cormacmiach MoMoub JApakoHy B OOMEH Ha
oOelaHre BEpHYTh MEHsI JIOMOW.

OnHako Bce MONDIO HE MO IUIaHy... [IpakoH OOMaHya1 MeHs,
UCTIONB30BAN M BOBCE HE HAMEPEH OTIYCKAaTh!

U xax s Tak ObICTPO 1Mo3a0bLia, YTO MY>KUMHAM JIOBEPATh HeJlb3s1?
Huuero, 51 Bce paBHO 4TO-HUOY/Ib IPUIYMaIO U BepHYCh oMot ! [laxe
€CJI TIIYToe cepiile MoTpedyeT OCTaThCsl...
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Aiicu Takep
He:xerannasa
HCTHHHAA JIJs1 JPAKOHA

I'nmaBa 1

BrickakuBaio U3 ouca Ha MOPO3 B PACCTETHYTOM IAJIBTO U
Oery Ha OCTaHOBKY, YTOOBI 10OpaThcs 1IoMou 1 coopath Ben. C
TPYAOM pa3nyalo JOPOry 3a MeJIeHoM clie3, 3aCTUIIaloNIe! I71a3a,
¥ €/IBa OPUEHTHPYIOCh B ITpocTpaHcTBe. Horu BaTHbIe, a roiosa
MIOYTH He COOOpaxkaer.

[ToBepuTh HE MOTY, UTO IONOOHOE CIYYHIIOCh CO MHOW. MHe
u3MeHW M ¢ cekpetapiieit! Jlo 6e3ymusi 6aHaJIbHO, HO KaK ke
60J1bHO !

51 6eperna ceOs 151 3TOro Mep3aBlia U C TPENeToOM Kajia Ha-
el mepBoil OpayHON HOUM. A OH TeM BpEeMEHEM HEXWJICS B
oObsATHAX Apyroui! U Teneps s 1axe He 3HAIO, KaK JOBEPSITh XOTh
KOMY-TO IOCJIe ITpe/iaTeIbCcTBA OIMM3KOT0 U IOOMMOTO YesIOBeKa.

Jlagonu o6xuraeT MOpo3oM, U s Jiely B KapMaHbl, YTOOBI J10-
CTaTh MEpYaTKU. A yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE MOAOIIBA OOTHHKA CKOJb-
3UT TIO JIbIY, U 51 3aBaJIMBAIOCh Briepea. He ycnieBaio BHICTaBHUTH
PYKH U YK€ TOTOBIIOCH K MOMEHTY, KOTJIa BIEYaTaioch HOCOM
npsmo B sienl. Ho BMecTo oxkuaemMoro yrnapa st IpoBaJIMBAIOCh B



TEMHOTY.

CTpaHHOE 9yBCTBO, COBEPIIIEHHO HETIOHSTHOE U HEOOhSICHU-
Moe. S1 OynTo 3acTpsiia rae-To B MPOCTPAHCTBE, & BOKPYT HUYE-
ro, KpoMe MmycToThl. Jlaxe orrymieHre coOCTBEHHOro Teja Mpo-
najlaeT, OTYEero B J1yllle pa3pacTaeTcsl MaHuKa.

Ho Bce 310 Ge3ymue AJUTCS JIUIIL HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHIA.
A 3aTeMm s YyBCTBYIO MSITKOE MPU3EMJIEHUE HA YTO-TO TBEPAOE,
I71aJJKO€ U MOJ03PUTEINILHO Terioe. TouHo He cHer. U, kaxercs,
9TO YTO-TO ABIIIKT.

Touno, gpimmt. O, a Tenepsp eIie U XpUIur!

B yxxace s BCKpMKUMBaIO M OTCKAKMBAIO Ha3a/[l, CJIOBHO OlIMa-
penHasi. C onackoyl BIVISIIBIBAIOCH B TEMHOTY Tiepeji COOOM, Mbl-
TasICh MOHATH, YTO K€ 3TO ObUIO, U I'IE 1 BOOOIIE OKa3aJ1ach.

— K10 31€CH?! — C YyTpOOHBIM phIYaHHEM 3BYYUT HU3KUN U
YCTPAIIAIOIIMI TOJIOC U3 TEMHOTBI.

Kommap. {4 cBanuiach Ha Kakoro-To 4yejoseka!

— 9T0 51, — MHUIILY, He MPUIyMaB HUYETro JIyuIlle Jisl OTBETa
HE3HAKOMILY.

4 nuyero He nonumarw. I'ne st BooOIe? HaBepHoe, mpoBanu-
Jlach B KaKOKM-TO MOJBAJ M HEXJAHHO-HETaJaHHO CBAJIWJIach Ha
ero xuress. BapoiiHe kormap.

— K10 «$I»? — BHOBB 3By4HT I'DO3HBIM T'OJIOC, Pa3JIeTasCh
JPOXKAIIKAM 9XOM.

A 3aremM U3 TEMHOTHI NOKa3bIBAETCSI OIPOMHBIN CBUPEMbIN
MYXKYMHA B OHUX JIHIIb Opiokax. C MMPOYSHHBIMU IJICYaMU U
ATJIETUYHBIM MYCKYJIUCTBIM TOPCOM, OH COBEPILIEHHO HE MOXOK



Ha JKuTels noasasia. BrpoiiHe kormap. XOTS HET, OYeHb Jaxke
HE KolImap. ..

Oi1, uto 310 97

Crnerka OnoMHUBUINCS, S CIJIATHIBAI0 KOM, BCTaBILMI MTOCpe-
I ropia, MOAHUMAIO B3IV BhILIE U TOJIBKO TENEph 3amMeyalo,
41O 00NaaTeNb MUKAPHOTO TOPCa BBIIJISIAUT BEChbMa CTPAHHO.
VY Hero JyIMHHBIE cepeOpUCThbIE BOJIOCH M COBEPUIEHHO HEYeso-
BeYecKue roiyOble ria3a, KOTOpble CUSIIOT B TEMHOTE, KaK J1Ba
(onaps.

A BOT 370 y*)e TouHO Kommap! HykHO cpo4HO yHOCUTB HOTH !

B yxace s mofcKakvBaio ¢ 3eMJIU ¥ OeTy ITPOUb OT MyTaloIIero
MYKUMHBI.

Kro on? ITpuienen? MoHnctp?

['mynoctu. OHM TONBKO B cKa3Kkax ObBaioT. Ho yem ere 00b-
SICHUTB €TI0 CTPAHHYIO BHEIIHOCTb? MOKET, 51 CUJIBHO y/lapuilach
rOJIOBOM U Terepb BUKY rajunonmHaimu? Jla, moxoxe, K Bpauy
MHE HaJI0.

U noxka s Gery Briepen 6e3 OIISIIKY, HAUMHAIO 3aMevaTh, 4TO
NIOZIBAJI BOBCE M HE MOJBAJI, a Meuiepa Co CTeHaMH, OKPHITBIMU
CTAJIAKTUTAMU. A KPYTOM BUCAT ropsiue (pakesbl.

N otkyna B3ss1ack nieniepa nocpeau ropoga? Bee crpanHee u
CTpaHHee.

Ho camoe HenpusATHOE ciiy4aeTcs TOorjaa, Koraa B KOHIIE 9TON
nelepsl 1 He HaxokKy Bbixoga. Kpyrom cTeHsl, a MeXIy TeM Ts-
JKeJIble IIark 3a MOei CITMHOM CTPEMHUTENILHO TTPUOTHKAIOTCSI.

Pe3ko xBataio Ommkaiimmii (akest, pa3sBOpauMBaOCh M MPH-



JKMMaloCh CIIMHOM K XOJIOIHOM CTEHE.

— YT0 BaM OT MEHS HYKHO? — BBIKPUKHMBAIO B OTYASTHUM.

Xouy Kazarbcsl IPO3HOM, CIIOCOOHON ceOs 3amutuTh. Ho Ha
JieJie 3By4y HeyOequTe IbHO U kKaiko. HaBepHsiKa 1 BBITJISIKY Tak
Ke.

— I yxe 3agait cBOM BOITPOC, M OH HE U3MEHWIICS, — CYPOBBIN
TOH rOJIyOOIJIa30r0 My KYMHBI MHE COBEPIIIEHHO HE HPABUTCHI.

4 noHATUSA HE MMelo, 4TO JOJIKHA OTBeTUTh. Ho pacrepsin-
HOCTb TYT K€ MCHapsieTCsl MO/ JIEASIHBIM B3IJI1IOM MY:KYUHBI, U
51 6e3 pa3dopa MPOU3HOIITY BCE, YTO MPUXOJUT MHE B TOJIOBY:

— 3oByT MeH# JIuza. Mue aBanuars Tpu. [lo ropockomy —
PriOb1. PaboTatlo MeHemKepoM. ..

— Cror1, — pe3Ko oceKkaeT MeHs He3HakoMell. — YTo 3a 4ylib
ThI HECEIllb?

— 4 H14ero He Hecy, — MSMJTIO 1. — BbI BeJib CIPOCHIIH, KTO
g. Bor u orBeTuna. Yto He Tak?

— Bce He Tak, — XMBIKAE€T OH M IMOJAXOOUT €lle ONMKe. —
JlagHO, HEBa)XHO, KTO Thl. JIy4llle OTBETh, Kak ThI CIO/IA MOIaja.

— A 4 He 3Haw0, — Kayalo rojoBoi. — S ObI M cama XxoTena
9TO y3HaTbh.

MyK4rHa XMYPHUTCS U OLIEHUBAIOIE pasriisiibiBaeT MeHs. [la
TaK MPUCTATBHO, YTO MHE CTAaHOBHUTCS HE IO ceOe, U s CIIEITHO
3aMaxuBa0 NajibTo.

Heuero na MeHs Tak ryia3eTsb!

— CrpanHas Thl, — C IIpeHeOpeKeHNEM OT3bIBAETCS OH U Jie-
JIaeT ellle HECKOJBKO IAroB, OKA3bIBASICh MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO CO



MHOM.

— Oronigure, — B cTpaxe mwenyy s. — [I-noxanyncra.

Ho He3HakoMeln He TOpONUTCA OTXOAUTh. be3 cMyienns oH
NIO/IAEBAET NAJIBLIEM ITPSI/Ib MOMX BOJIOC, IOJTHOCUT K CBOEMY JIM-
1y ¥ BTATMBAET BO3yX HOCOM.

— W maxHeIb CTpaHHO, — 3aKJTI0YaeT OH, OTOpackBasi Mpsifb,
Y XBaTaeT MeHs 3a Mog00PO/IOK.

— YT0 BHI fienaere? — BO3MYIIEHHO BCKPUKMBAIO £, U B 3TOT
K€ MU I71a3a MYKYMHBI HAYMHAIOT TOPETH €llle SpYe U OCIIEIu-
TEJIbHEE.

Teno kameneet ot yxaca. C 3aMupaHUeM ceplia CMOTPIO Ha
MyxunHy. Ha ero cypoBoM Jsimie Toxke CMATEHHE U HEIIOHUMA-
HUe. A yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE YYBCTBYIO, KaK pe3Kasi 00Jb OOKUraer
3aIICThE.

[logHrMalo pyKy Ha ypOBEHb I71a3 U C U3YMJICHUEM BUXKY Ha
3aI1CThe KaKyl0-TO CTPaHHYIO TaTYMPOBKY B BUJIE JPAaKOHA.

— 3TO0 BHI cAEJAINA? — OCTOPOKHO CIPAILIMBAIO .

— He 1, a Boru, — ¢ TsKeIbIM B3I0XOM IIPOU3HOCUT OH, Oy/I-
TO U caM 3TOMy He paja. — W 3To 3Ha4MT, 4TO THI TENEPb MPU-
HaJUIeKULIb MHE.



I'maBa 2

[yratomuii 10 4YepTUKOB I'POMIJIA U3 TIO/IBAJIA 3aSBIISIET, YTO
g npuHaiexy emy? C kakoil 310 cratu? Boros eme Kakux-To
npurieraeT. ToyHo cymacemmin!

Ho... Otkyna B3siack 3ta TatyupoBka? Kakou-to ¢okyc?

— Yro 3a mrynoctu? Otoraute! — HACTOMYMBO MPOIILY S U,
HaKOHell, BCTIOMUHAIO IIPO (pakesi B pyKe, KOTOPbIM IIAHUPOBaJIa
00OPOHSATHCS.

Camoe Bpems 310 crenaTh!

[TbITatoch MPUrpoO3UTh HE3HAKOMILY, HO TaK, YTOOBI HEHApO-
KOM He HaBpenuTh. [loka OH MHE HUYEro He crenaj, Kpome
CTPaHHOTO 3asIBJICHUSI, TAK YTO sl HE XOUy 3ps HaBJIeub Ha ceds
€ro THEB.

— Tbl 93TIM MHE yrpoxaelib? — HacMexaeTrcsi OH, OyaTO s
pa3MaxuBalo rnepe] HUM MPYTUKOM.

A B CclIeIyIOIIMI MUT OH HAaKPBIBAET IUIAaM$I CBOEH JIAIOHBIO 1
TYLINT (paKel.

— AlJi! — BCKPUKHBAIO U MOPIIIYCh, OY/ITO cama TOJBKO 4TO
KOCHYJIACh OTHSI.

A rpomuiie XOTb Obl UTO.

— IIpuau B ceds1, eBUOHKA, — HAJIMEHHO TPOU3HOCUT OH. —
[epen To6oit Bnaasika CaHrapma.

— Bulagpika? — nepecnpammbain . — Tak 31a neniepa Ha-
3biBaeTcst Canrapn?



U cnpammBaio 51 9TO Ha MOJHOM Cepbese, YTOObI POSICHUTh
curyauuio. Ho oT4ero-to MyxumHa KpanHe pa3fpaxaercs OT
MOET0 BOIIPOCA.

— Her, — psBKaeT OH U ObeT M0 CTeHe KyJIakoM, Ja TaK, YTo
KaMEHHBIE OCKOJIKM HAUMHAIOT ChINAThCA.

Hesnakomenr menst myraet Bce Oodbire. Ho oH, moxoxe, He
MEHbIIIE MOETO YAWBJIEH CBOEH CIIOCOOHOCTU pa3pyliaTh CTEHBI.
IToTromy 4TO B ClIEyIOIMI MOMEHT OH HAUMHAET CO BCEN CBOEU
MOIIIBI0 OUTh PyKaMH B CTEHY U pa3pyllaTh ee.

— UYro Bol nenaere? [lemepa Moxer oOpymmThcs! — MaHU-
KYIO 51, IEPEKPUKUBAsI IIIyM, U C Y>KaCOM TOIJISI/IbIBAIO HA OCTpPbIe
CTaJIAKTUTBI, KOTOPBIE B JII0OO MOMEHT MOT'YT PYXHYTb Ha MEHS
C MOTOJIKA.

— Torna coBeTylo cripATaThcsi, — O0e3pa3InIHO OTBEYAET OH,
HE OCTAHABJIMBASACh.

U noka s1 popMyJIUpYyI0 MBICITb, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTH MYKUMHE,
YTO HET B meniepe 0e30MacHOro MecTa, Kak BAPYI OH XBaTaeT
MEHs 32 PYKY, Pe3KO TSHET Ha ceOsl M BIeYaThiBaeT B CBOE 00-
Ha)XKEHHOE TeJO.

— Croii 31aeck. A Te0s1 NPUKPOIO, ECU YTO CIIYYUTCS], — MPO-
M3HOCUT OH, KPEMKO 00XBaThIBasl MOIO TAJIMIO, ¥ BO3BpAILAETCs
K CBOEMY HE3aTEUJIMBOMY 3aHATHIO.

BonHa BO3MyIIEHHSI MOMEHTAJIBHO NIEPEKATHIBAETCS B BOJIHY
CTBI/1a, KOTOpast 0O1aeT Bce TeJI0 JKapoM U 3aCTaBJISIET MOM ILEKH
IbUIATb.

[MprxuMaTbesi K OOHAXXEHHOMY TOpCY He3HakomIia? ITo 3a



npezenamu pasymHoro. Ho, moxosxe, apyroro BbiOopa y MeHs
ceiiyac HeT. ['opeTb OT cThiga, WM ObITh IPUOUTON OrPOMHOM
KameHIokoi? {1 BbIOMpalo MepBblii BapuaHT.

[lexoil mpuKUMaIOCh K TOpsUel KOXKe U XOUy XOTh HEMHOIO
OTJIENIUTHCS, HO MY)KUMHA HE 103BoJIsieT. M MHe nmpocTo npuxo-
JUTCS CMUPHTBCS.

Ha yauBiieHne, He3HaKOMEL MaXHET CIMILKOM MPUATHO IJIS
TOr'0, KTO KMBET B NIEILIEPE, U3 KOTOPOU HET Bbixofa. [axe ciuii-
KOM TIPUSATHO, 51 OBl IaXke CKa3asa IypMaHsIIle, 4To 1a)ke rojioBa
HauMHaeT Kpyxkurtbcs. Mnm 1o Bee ot crpecca?

— 3aueMm BBl 3TO JiesiaeTe? — HAKOHEL, 3a/1a10 PE30HHBIN BO-
poc.

— A Kak Ham, MO-TBOeMY, ellle OTCIOa BHIOPAThCSI? — XMbI-
KaeT OH.

— Hy, 4 ke Kak-To ciofia nonaja, — 3aJyMYMBO [TPOTATUBAI0
s1, IBITASICh BCIIOMHUTh MOMEHT CBOETO NaJIeH! s, HO HE NoJTyyYa-
ercst. — Ho 51 He MOMHIO, KakK 3TO CIIy4rsIOCh.

Sl 6ynTo B3simack 3mech U3 HUOTKyAA. Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

— OueBuAHO, TeOs1 3aKUHYJIM CIOJIa Yepe3 MopTall, Kak U Me-
Hsl, — BbIJAET OH KpalHe CTPaHHYIO (ppa3y.

Bce, y MeHs OoJbIlie HET COMHEHHIA B TOM, YTO OH YMaJIUIIIeH-
HbIN !

— Ara, B nopraji, — ycMexaioch . — K enuHoporam u zipa-
KOHAaM.

— EnuHOpOroB 371ech HeT. A JIpakoH IIPSIMO Tiepej] TOOOM, —
0e3 COMHEHMI OTBEYAeT MyXXKUMHA, HA CEKYHYy OCTAHOBHBIIVICh.



C ry6 cpbiBaeTCsl CMEIOK, KOTOPBIH 51 HE B CUJIaX CAEepPKaTh:

— Ouensb cMenHo. A kpbuibd rae? A xBoct? [iams, B koHIE
KOHIIOB?

— Thl MHe He BepHIllb? — CEpAUTCS OH U Jake OcnadiseT
XBaTKy OT BO3MYIIEHHUSI.

— Ilpoctute, HO IpPakOHBI BBHIVIAAAT MHAYE, — IMOKUMAIO
rreyaMu. — M OBIBAIOT OHU TOJIBKO B CKa3Kax.
— ThlI... — OH OCEKaeTCsA U XMYPUTCS, a 3aTEM BCKU[IbIBAET

TOJIOBY K IIOTOJIKY M HEPBHO ycMmexaercs: — Her, BBl cepbe3HO?
Sl mpocun y Bac MOMOIIIH, a BHI IPUCIAIM MHE OeCIONIE3HYIO JeB-
YOHKY U3 Jipyroro mupa?!

— $I He Gecnone3Hasi, — OOMKEHHO XMbIKalo 5. — U u3 Kako-
ro eme gpyroro mupa? Bel TyT OT ogrHOUeCTBa coBceM B (paH-
Ta3UsAX MOTPA3IIN.

— $IcHO, — XMBIKAET OH, a Yepe3 CEKyH/y MpPOTATMBAET KO
MHE€ JIa/IOHb, HA KOTOPOW BCIIBIXUBAET IUIAMS].

— Kak? Kak BbI 310 caenanu? — pactepsiHHO OOpMody s U
OTLIATBIBAIOCh.

— DTO0 Marusi, He yIUBJISNCA, — 00eCKypakuBaeT OH CBOMM
orBeToM. — Thl Monana B MOl MUP, U 3€Ch ITO HOPMAJIBHO.
Ects enie Bonpocki?

B ronose He yknagpiBaeTcs, HO, OXOXKE, HE3HAKOMEL] TOBO-
put nipaBay. Torga 3To 0ObSICHSIET, IOYEMY Y HErO TaKOM Hede-
JoBevyeckuil B3risAd. [loroMy 4To OH ApakoH, €Ciiy BEPUTh €T0
CJIOBaM.

Ho 310 MHe coBepiieHHo He HpaButcs. Kak u 1o, 4To 5 Hens-



BECTHBIM 00pa30M OUyTHJIACH B APYTOM MUPE.

— BompocoB 04eHb MHOTO, — 3aIbIXal0Ch 1 OT BOJIHEHUSA U
JyMalo HaJ] TEM, 4TO CIIPOCUTH B IIEPBYIO OYepeib. — A C KEM BbI
TOBOPWJIY, KOTJa CMOTPEJIM BBEPX U CKa3aJIM, YTO OHU MPUCTIAIU
BaM MeHs?

— boru. {4 Benp yxe roBopuil, — pasapaxkeHHO OTBEYAET OH.

— Ara, boru. [ToHstia, — KuBaw, OyITO 9TO YTO-TO JIISI MEHS
nposicHsieT. — Ho 3auem oHu 310 caenanu?

— 41 mpocw1 IoMoIIHM, YTOOBI BEIOPATLCS U3 TIOA3EMENTbS, B
KOTOPOM MEHs 3aTOYWJIM, — HA4MHAEeT pasapaxarbcs oH. — U
OHM HE MPUYMAJIM HUYETO JIyYllle, YeM CBS3aTh MEHSI UICTUHHO-
CTBIO C YEJIOBEUKOM.

Tak. Yenoeuka — 310 4. Bee sacHO. XOTA 3BYyYMT Kak-TO
ockopoutesHo. Ho 0 kakoii cBs3u oH roBoput? [ToHATH HE MO-
ry.

— YT0 TakOe UCTUHHOCTh? — CIPAIIMBAIO 51 U €XYCh, HAOJIO-
Jasi, Kak My>KYMHA CUJIbHEE pa3Apa)xaeTcs ¢ KaKIbIM MOUM CJIO-
BOM.

OH TsKeN0 BBIABIXAET, & 3aTEM JIEJIAET IIMPOKUH 1Iar U HaBU-
CaeT HaJJ0 MHOM T'PO3HOU Ty4Yeu:

— DTO 3HAUUT, MOSsI MUJIasl MCTHIIIKA, YTO OTHBIHE U O KOH-
1a JHEeW MeXJy HaMu HepylrMasi CBsi3b. Thl Termepb MOsi COO-
CTBEHHOCTb.

— Elie yero, — XMBbIKalo 5, HO MO/ TSKEJIBIM B30POM MY:K-
YHMHBI TYT € TYIIYIOCh U 100aBIIsiio HecMeso: — f1 JIMYHOCTb, a
HE Belllb, YTOOBI MPUHAJIEKATH KOMY-TO.



— Omubaeribest, — 3710 yCMeXaeTcsl OH, XBaTaeT MeHsI 3a 3a-
MsCThE U OrojisieT ero. — Buauinb 31y Metky? B Hamem mupe
9TO CBUJETEIBLCTBO TOTO, UTO Thl MOsl. HpaBuTcs Tede 310 win
HET.



I'nmaBa 3

Ecnu, 1 mpaBna, cyiiecTByioT boru, To oHr OOJTbIIME Ty THU-
ku. He mporiio u iHs ¢ TOro MOMeHTa modera OT OHOTO KeHH-
Xa, KaK 5 ye yrayia B 00bsITHUSI HOBOTO! A OT TaKoOro yxke He TakK
nipocto OyneT cOexathb. Jla u He kyna. [IpekpacHo!

['OBOPAT, YTO €CJIM KU3Hb YTO-TO OTOMpPAET, TO 0OsI3aTeTHHO
Jaer 4ro-to B3aMeH. Ho s He mpocuna atoro! 3aueM MHe xke-
HUX-THUPaH, KOTOPbIA CUUTAET MEHS CBOE! COOCTBEHHOCTHIO?

JlroOumbIi Tipenan MeHs, pazow cepaie. S coBepilieHHO He
rOTOBA K HOBBIM OTHOIIIEHUSIM, €I1Ie ¥ C TAaKUM MY ... Oi, OH Bellb
Ja)Ke HE MYXKYMHA, a IPAKOH !

CymacmiectBue kakoe-to. HaBepHoe, s1 Bce-Taku yaapuiach
roJIoBOi 00 Jiell M ceiiuac Jieky B peaHuMaluy 1 Opexy. Mue
HaJI0 TPOCHYTHCS, CPOYHO!

Haunnaro xitectats ce0s 1mo mekaM. BoibHO, HO 4TO Toe-
natb? OYHYTHCS-TO HAJIO.

— YT0 THI Aemaelb, 6e3ymHas? — HeIOyMeBaeT IPaKkoH, TJIs-
ISl HA MEHsI.

— [IbiTatock TPOCHYTHCS, — MO CJIOraM MPOU3HOIIY 1 U HAuu-
Hato ceOsl UIATh 32 PyKH, IOTOMY UTO JIMIIO YK€ TOPUT OTHEM.

— OcTaHOBUChH, — KOMaH/IHBIM TOHOM IMPOU3HOCUT OH U XBa-
TaeT MEHs 3a 3aIsACThsi. — Thl TPATHUIIIL Hallle BPeMsl Ha Ka-
KYI0-TO YyIIIb.

— Het, — MoTa1o s ronoBoy 1 BIIAABIBAIOCH B HEJOBOJIBHBIE



IJ1a3a HAaIIPOTHB.

Sl yxe roToBa pacruiakatbCs, MOTOMY YTO pa3yM MPOCTO OT-
Ka3bIBaeTCsl IPUHUMATh MIPOUCXOJISIIIEE.

— MHe HyXHO yOemuTbCs, YTO BCE ITO HEHaCTosiee, —
BCXJIMITBIBAIO, HE CAEPKAB CJie3, ¥ MOKUMAI0 TyObl. — DTO Bce
coH. Con!

— Jla He COH 3TO, — pa3/IpaXeHHO pPsIBKAaeT JPaKkoH. — XoO-
yelib yoenuThbest, uto s peanien? bes npotiem!

W B cnenyronuii MUTr ApakoH XBaTaeT MEHsI 3 I1el0, PHIBKOM
MPUTATUBAET K ceOe ¥ BITUBACTCSI B MOM I'yOBbl, HACTOWYHMBO Pa3-
JIBUTast MX SI3bIKOM. A s Ja’ke TMCKHYTh He yCIieBalo.

Ila uto oH cebe no3BosnseT?!

OH 1enyeT Tak CTPACTHO U HEHACHITHO, UTO, KaKeTcsl, 51 BOT-
BOT BOCIUIAMEHIOCH OT cThia. Ho errie 6osee mocThIIHOE TO, UTO
MHE 3TO HpaBUTCsA. HpaBUTCS TO YyBCTBO, UTO sI ceivyac MUCIIbI-
ThIBal0. BHYTpY MeHsI Bce IPOKUT OT KeJlaHUsI, KOTOPOe KaxkeT-
Cs1 MHE COBEPIIIEHHO HEHOPMAJIbHBIM 1 Hepa3yMHbIM. Kak Mox-
HO UCIIBITHIBATH YTO-TO TOIOOHOE K HACTHIPHOMY HEe3HAKOMITY ?!

Tosnkaio Harsena, Ho OH He C/IBUTAeTCs HU Ha CaHTUMETP, a
JIMIIb YITyOuisieT CBOM nonenyi. Pyku apoxar, HO 1 CKUMAIo Ky-
JlayKu, Obl0 OECCOBECTHOTO JIPAKOHA B TPYAb U MBIUY, TpeOys,
9TOOBI OH HEMEJJIEHHO MPEKPaTHII 3T0 Oe300pasue.

HakoHell, OH OTpBIBAaeTCSI OT MEHSI M CIIPAIIIMBACT TaK HEBO3-
MYTHMO, CJIOBHO HE ClieJlaJl HUYEero Hel0MmyCTUMOro:

— Hy, y6enunacn?

C Moux Ty0 CpBIBaeTCsI TO JIU HEPBHBIA CMEIIIOK, TO JIA TOM-



HBIA B3[0X, caMa He NoHuMaio. [JIsKy Ha IpakoHa, XJIOnai pec-
HULIAMHU U IIPEJCTABIIAI, KAK 3AJIEIUII0 EMY 3BOHKYIO MTOILEUNHY,
9TOOBI OOJIBINIE HE CMeN TBOPUTH ogoOHoro. Ho pyka He momHu-
MAaeTcsl, MOTOMY 4TO 1 B [IOJIHOM OLICTIEHEHUH.

— Kak Th1 MOXeIb ce0s1 TaK BeCTH? — IPEePHIBUCTO BBIIBIXAI0
1. — MBbI Beip 1axke APYr Apyra He 3HaeM.

— A AppoH, — He MelIKasi, APaKoH MPOTATUBAET MHE PYKY,
OyaTo ceivac, U IpaBja, caMoe BpeMsl IPEACTaBUTHCS. — A Thl,
Kaxkercs, Jluna?

— He JluHa, a JIuza! — xmbIKaio s, CKpECTUB PYKH B 3aMOK.
— Boubie. Tak. He nenaii. SIcHo? 51 He TBOS COOCTBEHHOCTD, HE
TBOs Bellb! M nmpuHauiexars Tebe HUKoraa He Oyny! B TBoem
MHpE, MOKET, TO HOPMa, HO B MOEM MHUPE. . .

— Tol KO€-4TO 3a0BIBACIIIb, TIYMBIIIKA, — C JIYKaBBIM TPH-
urypoMm ycmexaercst gpakoH. — Tol ceituac B MOEM wmupe, a
He cBOeM. TaK UTo Thl TPOCTO BbIHY:KJEHA OIYMHUTHCS HALIUM
MpaBUJIaM.

— Ho...

— A ceryac IPUKPOU CBOM KPaCUBBIM POTUK, — BHOBb OCE-
KaeT MeHs OH, — [IprKMUCh KO MHE MOKpenye U 1all MHE yxke
BBITAILIMTh HAC OTCIO/A.

— Hy yx Her, — npoTsAruBaio s1, MOTasi TOJIOBOM, 1 OPOCAIOCh
B CTOpOHY. — I TBOMX npaBuil He npumMy! U stydinie ympy B 3TOM
nelepe 1noj 3apajiaMmu, 4em oyay ¢ To0oii!

Her, koHeuHO, 51 HE HaMepeHa yMUpaThb, 110 KpallHel Mepe B
Omkaiimme eT cembaecsaT. Ho Benp Kak-To s JOMKHA BO3EH-



CTBOBATh HAa 3TOr0 CaMOYBEPEHHOro Harieua? f J1omkHa aarh
€My TOHSTh, UTO 51 He Oe3BOJIbHAS UTPYIIKA ¥ UMEI0 MPaBoO Ha
roJjioc.

— Caymai, Tel U TaK JIOCTaBJsielllb MHE MHOTO XJIONOT, —
XMYPUTCS JPAKOH. — XBaTUT YK€ C MEHsI TBOMX IJTYIIOCTEN, IIpe-
Kpamau.  npocuaesn 34ech He OAUH 'Ol K HE HAMEPEH OCTaBaTh-
cs1 OOJIBIIIE HU JHS.

N tyT B ronose ckjaapiBaeTcs nasi. Pa3 kakue-to Tam boru
TIOC/IAJIN JIPAKOHY MEHsI, 3HAYMT, Oe3 MOEH IMOMOIIM OH He CMO-
KeT BeIOpaThes?

Hy, xoneuno! MHaue yero Obl OH TYT cuaesn?

— Hy Tak nau. Yero xaath? — caMOA0OBOJILHO OTBEYaIO 5. —
ThI 1 63 MeHsI MPeKpacHo cripaBuIbcs. He crany Te0s 6osbiie
3a/1€PKUBATb.

B3nepHyB non00poIoK, 51 yBEpEHHOM MOXOIKOM Uy B Ipyrou
KOHeEI[ Melepbl — TyJa, Ky/aa s COBCEM HeJJaBHO CBAJIMJIACh.

— Tol MeHs 1ocTana! — peIYUT JPAKOH 3a CIIMHOM, 3aCTaBIISAS
MEHsI TIepeiTH Ha Oer.

Jlaneko MHe He yOexaTh, HO MOMbITAThCS. . .

— XBatuT! — criIbHas pyKa oOXBaThIBAET MEHs 3a TaJIuI0, U
s MOBUCAIO B Bo3ayxe. — [loueMy Tl HE MOJKEIllb MIOHSATh, UTO 51
cubHee 1eOs1? U 6exath TeOe Hekyja.

— A s Bce paBHO Oy/1y COMPOTUBIIATHCA! — KpSIXUy U IILJIe-
TMap JpaKkoHa MO PyKe, MoKa OH BOJIOYMT MeHs oopatHo. — He
MOTYMHIOCH TeOe, cibImIb? Byab Tl X0Th camuM borom!

BHe3anHO MeHs CTaBAT Ha 3eMIII0, U 51 JaXkKe He Cpa3y MOHU-



Maro, 4to rpowusornuio. Heyxenu noaeiicrBoBaio?

— Jlagno. Yero Tel X0uelb? — CIIpalMBaeT JPAKOH, YIIEpEB
PyKH B OOKa.

— Xo4y BEpHYTbCS AOMOW, — HE3aMEJJIUTENIbHO OTBEYalo
emy.

— D10 Bce? — m3rudaeT oH OPOBb, OYITO ITOrO HEAOCTATOU-
HO.

— A yero MHe erre xoreTb? OcraBarbcs ¢ TOOOH U OBITH TBO-
€l, KaK TaM. .. UICTUHHOM, 1a. BOT 3TOro Bcero MHe He HaJIO.

— 3HauuT, XOYellb BEPHYTbCS TOMOH, SICHO, — 3alyMYHMBO
MIPOM3HOCHT JIPAKOH, JIeJIaeT KOPOTKYIO May3y, a 3aTeM JI00aBJIsi-
et: — S Toxe xouy gomou. U Tak yx BbIIUIO, UTO AJIs1 ITOU LU
MBI HYXHBI JIpyT Opyry. Thl OMOXeIllb BHIOPAThCsl MHE, a 51 —
Tebe.

— 3ByYMT pa3yMHO, — MpOTArMBa 5. — To ecTh, Korjga
MBI BHIO@pPEMCsI OTCIONIA, Thl TIOMOXKEIIIb MHE OTIIPABUTHCSI IOMOM,
BepHO? [IpocTo X04y BCE MPOSCHUTD.

— BepHo, — kuBaer oH. — Kak ToJbKO MBI T0OEpemMcst 10
MOETO 3aMKa, Thl B TOT € JIEHb OUyTHIIILCS JIOMA.

— MeHs# ycTpanBaeT TaKOW BapUaHT.

— TlpekpacHo. I 4TOOBI 3TO MPOU3OILIO MOCKOpee, Tede
HY>KHO TIPOCTO CIIyIIAThCSI MEHsI U JIeaTh TO, 4To cKaxky s. Co-
rinacHa? [lo pykam?

— CornacHa, — OTBEYalo 51 U POTATUBAIO PYKY.

— BoT 1 ymMHuI1a, — € MOJO3PUTENBHO JTYKABbIM MPUIILYPOM
MIPOM3HOCHUT OH U MOXHUMAET MOIO PYKY.



U B 3TOT e MUT HaIllY JIAJOHU OKYTBIBAET rofy0oe CBEeUeHue.

— Y10 3T10? — M3yMJIEHHO MAMIIIO £1.

[opa yxe npuBbIKaTh K CTPAHHOCTSIM.

— 4 ckpenui Hall JOroBOp Marueu, — yxmsuisgercsa. — A
TeNepb NOLUIU. S TOJKEH pa3pyIInTh 9Ty CTEHY.



I'nmaBa 4

Ecnu OBl 3TUM yTPOM MHE KTO-TO CKa3aJl, 4TO CEroHs s J00-
POBOJIHO Oy/y MPUKUMATHCS K KAKOMY-TO HE3HAKOMILY, 51 Obl
NOKpyTIIa y Bucka. Ho y cympObl OKa3aswch Apyrue IIaHsl, U
Terephb s JIeNalo To, Yero mpexjie cede HUKOrja He MO3BOJIuIa
Ob1. OcTaeTcs HaJeAThCs, YTO HUUETO XyKe CO MHOU B 9TOM MH-
pe yKe He IPOU3OMIET.

Jonrux nomryaca HeJIOBKOCTH, HEYJOOCTBA U CTpaxa OKa3aTh-
s of1 3aBayioM. U, HaKOHell, ApakOH MPOU3HOCUT:

— I'oroBOo. MoOXeM UATH.

PajnocTHO OT/Mna ot ero BCHOOTEBILIETro TOpca U MOBOPAYM-
BalO TOJIOBY, PACCUUTHIBAs YBUIETh Oesiblil cBeT. Ho, yBBI, B 31s-
IOILIEN JbIpe JIUIL TeMHOTA. IITH Ty/1a COBEPIIIEHHO HE XOYEeTCsl,
HO APpOH HACTOMYMBO MTPOTAJIKUBAET MEHSI BIIEPE]] CO CIIOBAMMU:

— Hamsbl Boiepe.

YynecHo. [IKEHTIIbBMEHCKHME MIOBAJIKU Y IPAKOHA MTPOSBUINCH
TOJIBKO CeNvYac, B CaMbIil HETTOAXOISAIINIA MOMEHT.

— 31ech ke HU4Yero He BUAHO ! — BOCKJIMIIAIO s, TIOSKUBIITHCH
OT CHIPOCTH U TpoxJiajibl. — HyXHO XOTs1 ObI B35Th (paker.

— 41 eme (pakesbl He TacKasl, — XMBIKAET OH, a YepE3 MIHO-
BEHUE HA €ro pyKe BCIBIXUBAET SIPKOE IIaMs.

Hy, na. § coBcem 3a0biia, 4yTO XOASUYMM (hakesn y HAC U Tak
eCTb.

C mpuckopOrem mopMeya, 4To M Bce erie B nemniepe. Ho



I7Ie-TO BIIEper TOYHO JOJKEH ObITh BBIXOJ, MHAYE HE OIILyIIa-
JMCh OBbI TIPOXJIaJHBIE TIOPHIBHI BETPA.

— He orcraBaii, — KOMaHAyeT ApakoH, 1aras Bliepe] TAKUMHU
HIMPOKMMH IlIaraMu, 4To $1 €1Ba MOCHEBalo 32 HUM.

— INomensieHHee, — 1IENMYy 51 U O3UPAIOCh TIO CTOPOHAM.

31ech Tak CTPAHHO, YTO §1 €/1BAa CACPKUBAIO MOPHIB KPENKO
CXBATUTh JIPAKOHA 32 PYKYy U MpUKaTbCcs K HeMy. Maio i, 4yTo
BBICKOUMT Ha HAC U3 TEMHOTHI?

Ho 310 yxe Oyner mepedop. JloctaTrouHo ¢ MeHsI OOBbSITUI
C NepBBIM BCTpeuHBbIM. [IoaTOMY 4 IMpocTO May pAaoM, MakCH-
MaJIbHO BIUTOTHYIO K JpakoHy. Ml cMoTpio smiib cebe moj HOry,
MOTOMY YTO TEMHOTA BIIEPEIU MEHS CJIUIIKOM Iyraer.

Ho Bpone Obl HUYEro He MPOMCXOMUT. MBI TIPOCTO HUAEM
UJIEM 10 y3KOM Ielepe, KOTOPOX HET HU KOHILA, HA Kpasl.

W TyT AppOH BHE3aITHO OCTaHABJIMBAETCS, a S B3AParuBal 1
nenyy, 6osich MOAHSTD IJ1a3a:

— Yro Tam? Yrto Bniepenu?!

— Hwuuero ocob6eHHOro, — 1okaet oH. — [IpocTo Hy)XHO pe-
IIUTh, KyJ1a UATH JAJIbIIIE.

[logHuMaro B3I M BUKY, UTO MEUIepa pacceKkaeTcs Ha ABa
poXoAa.

Tak, kak Tam B cka3zke Obut0? HarpaBo moiinent» — KU3Hb
norepsienib. HaneBo nouzems — KOHSA norepsielllb. 3HaYuT, HaM
HasieBo. KoHsl y Hac HeT, BOT U TepsATh OyleT Hevero.

— Wnem HaneBo, — yBEPEHHO MPOU3HOIILY 1.

AppOH NEPEBOIUT HAa MEH B3IJIAJl, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I IpU-



CTQJILHO CMOTPUT U BBIJAET:

— 3HauuT, HaMpaBo.

W TyT %e uaeT B NpaBoe OTBETBJICHUE.

— Tl uzaeBaenibcsi? — BO3MYIIAIOCH 51, IOTOHss ero. — 3a-
YeM Torja CrparivBail, Kyjaa uiar?

— 51 u He cnpammMBall, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBEYaeT OH. — 1
JIMIIb CKa3aJl, YTO HYKHO PEINTh, Kyaa uATH. Y Thl mOMOIIa MHE
clienaTh BHIOOP.

— Ara. [IporuBononoxusiii Moemy! Hazno, uto mu?! Unem
00paTHO, TOKa eIl1e HeJaJIeKO 3aIllIH.

N AppoH pe3Ko OCTaHaBIMBAETCS.

— Kakoii Tbl CroBOpYMBBINA, — JOBOJBHO YXMbUISIIOCH 1.

Ho B 3T0 ke MrHOBEHUE MaruyecKil OroHb ApakoHa TacHET,
a caM OH XBaTaeT MeHs 3a PyKY, IPUTATUBAET K ceOe, IprKuMast
CIIMHOM K CBOEMY TOPCY, U KPEIKO 3aKMMAET MHE POT JIaJIOHbIO.

— T, — HIMITAT OH MHE Ha YXO.

Cepatie TyT Ke 3aXOQUTCS B TPY/IU, OTOMBAsI YEUETKY, a I1a3a
JIe3yT Ha J100 OT yxkaca. HaBepHsika Briepeu 4to-To yxacHoe.
s1 1aKe He X04Y 3HaTh, YTO UMEHHO.

[Toxoxe, He 3ps 1 roBOpWJIa UATH HaleBo. ['oBopuna xe! A
OH He mnocnymai. Bor u uro teneps ¢ Hamu OyneT?!

MeaieHHbIMY MaJIeHbKUMU IIa)KKaMU Mbl HAUMHAEM TSI TUTh-
cs Ha3ad. MHe HacTOJIbKO CTPAIIHO, YTO 51 JIaxke paja, YTo MOU
POT MO-TpeKHEMY 3aKaTa MYKCKOM JIaJIoHbI0. U ceityac MHe yxe
BCE PABHO, KaK IJIOTHO Mbl IPUKUMaeMcsl Ipyr K apyry. Huka-
KOT'0 CMYIICHHM S, TOJIBKO KEJJaHUE BBLKUTD.



KaxeTcst, mpoXomuT 1ie1asi BEYHOCTb STON XOAbOBI 3a7J0M Ha-
niepes, npexje yeM ApPpoH MeHsI OTIYCKaeT M BHOBb 3aXKUTraeT
IJ1aMs1 Ha CBOeM JIaJOHMU.

— Yro tam ObIJI0? — OAHUMM JIWIIL TyOaMH ey 1.

— Tebe mydie He 3HaTh, a TO TBOE CEPIEYKO MOXET HE
BBIJIEpKaTh TAKOTO MOTPSICEHHUs, — TUXO OTBeYaeT ApPpOH. —
Ocranbcs 37€Ch, a 51 TPOBEPI0 BTOPOH MPOXO]I.

— Her! — xBaraioch 3a MyCKYJUCTYIO PYKY JpakoHa, e/iBa OH
ycneBaeT cliesaTh 1iar Brnepel. — S He ocTaHych TyT OfHa, Aa
ele U B IIOJIHOM TeMHOTE.

— Tam MOxeT ObITh OMacHO Jyisl Te0sl, — CYpOBO OTBEYaeT
OH, MOMISAAbIBASI HA MOU PYKH.

— A s Te0s1?7 — BCKUJIBIBAIO UCITyTaHHBINA B3MIs1. — Ecim
¢ TOOOW YTO-TO CIIYYHUTCSI, TO MHE OTHON BCE PAaBHO HE BBIKWTH.

— He rosopu riynocreir. Co MHOM HUYETO TPOU30MTH HE MO-
KET, — HEJIOBOJIbHO XMBIKAeT OH.

— OmmyHo. 3HauuT, Oyellb MPUKPLIBATh MEHS, €CJIM 4TO,
— MPOU3HOIIY B3BOJIHOBAHHO, BCEM TEJIOM MPUKUMASCh K €r0o
pYKe.

— Otnyctu, — pasapaxaercsi oH. — § Belib cKa3all, YTo Mpo-
BEpIO. ..

— 4 onHa 31ech He OCTaHyCh, — MPOU3HOIIY MO CJI0ram, YTo-
Obl ObUTO Oosiee noxomuuBo. — Jlaxe He mpocu! S Bce paBHO
oMy 3a TOOOM.

— Kakas e Tbl HeBBIHOCUMAasl ¥ HACThIPHAS, — pa3/ipakeHHO
BBIJIBIXA€T OH, Kavas rojioBoit. — Jlagno, unem Bmecte. Ho Oyipb



BCEr/ia y MeHsl 3a CIIMHOM, 4TO Obl HU cTyunsioch. Tede sicHo?

— flcHee Hekyna, — KUBao 1.

— U He ornyckail MO0 pyKy, — A00aBsieT OH, OypaBsi MEHs
B3[JISIJIOM, U NIEpeIUIeTaeT Nalblbl HAIMX JIAJOHE.

W ot 3T0rO0 CruieTeHus Halllux pyK Mo BCEMY Tely MPOKaThIBa-
eTcs eKTpuieckuil pas3psa. Kazanock Obl, HHTUMHEE TOro MO-
MEHTa, KOr/Ja s MPWKUMalach K ero OOHA)XeHHOMY TOPCY BCEM
TeJIOM, MPOCTO He MoxkeT ObITh. Ho celiuac s omrymiaio Kyaa 0o-
Jiee CWIIbHbIE SMOIUHU. YTO-TO CPOAHU BIIOOIEHHOCTH, TOJIBKO
ropaso cuibHee. Ho 310 epyHa kakas-To. He mory 51 BmoOUTh-
s 3a Mapy 4acos, Ja €lle U B TAKOr0 HEBBIHOCUMOI'O MY>KYMHY !



I'naBa 5

INemepa 3aBoguT Hac Bce miyOxke. Hukakux omacHoctein —
BCE CIMOKOMHO U THX0. M, Hageloch, Tak OyleT U Jasibliie.

— ¢1 Benmp cpa3y TeGe roBopuIia, YTO HY)KHO WATH TUM ITy-
TEM, — C FOPAOCTBIO IIOAMEYAI0 {1, He CAePKaBIINACh. — TyT co-
BEPIIEHHO 0€30MacHO.

— OTKyza Tl MOXKELIb 3TO 3HaTh? — XMBIKaeT AppoH. — Mbl
elle He BHIOpaInch. A BIIEpeid MOXET Hac KJ1aTh BCE, UTO YTOf-
HO.

— He 3Ha10. Ho eciit b1 30€Ch YTO-TO OBUIO. ...

— Cuymaii, — mnpepbiBaeT MeHsl JpakoH. — Tbl ciukom
MHOro 6osntaenib. [Tomoryn.

— Kakou xe 1ol 3aHyza, — (ppIpKalo S ¥ HA3JI0 JEpraw apa-
KOHa 32 PYyKy.

W He ycrieBaro ONOMHUTBCA, Kak APpPOH IIBBIPSET MEHS Ha
3eMJII0 U HaBaJIMBAETCS CBEPXY BCEM TEJIOM, BHIOMBAsI BO3/1yX U3
JIETKHUX.

Yro oH Ha 3TOT pa3 3aayman?

— Yro TH cebe mo3BosIseNIb?! — KpsAXUy S MO MacCOM ero
TeJIa ¥ ejBa MOT'y NoIeBesuTheA. — CIie3b ¢ MEHSI HEMEJICHHO !

— Jla 4TO0 THI TOBOPHUILL? — S3BUTEJIHO MPOU3HOCUT OH. —
W uto THI cenaenb, eciu He ciie3y, M-M-M? Thl BeJjb OJIHOCTBIO
3aBUCHULIb OT MEHS.

XJonaw pecHULAMU, IS B JIEASHbIE OKEaHbl HAIIPOTUB, U



MIPOCTO HE HAXOXKY CJIOB JJIs1 OTBETA. [IefCTBUTENbHO, HA UTO $
criocobHa poTuB apakona? Jls Hero s Ha3oWIMBasi Myxa, KO-
TOPYIO OH MOKET MPUXJIONHYTh B 1000 MOMEHT.

Ha, ¢pusnuecku s HUUero emy He caenaw. Ho Beap s eMy Hyx-
Ha, 4TOOBI BBIOPAThCS. 3HAUYUT, MOTY OIEPUPOBATH ITUM JOBO-
oM. [Ipyroro MHe He OCTaercs.

— DTO Thl OT MEHS 3aBUCHIIIb, — (pbIpKaio B 0TBET. — U ecmn
HE HayHelllb BeCTU ceOsi HOPMAIBbHO, TO s IPOCTO BEPHYCh B TY
YIOTHYIO MaJTIOCEHbKYIO TMEIIEPY U OCTaHYCh Tam!

— Th1, u TIpaBaa, JAymaelib, YTO CIIOCOOHA HAITyraTh MEHS
9TUM? — BBIJIBIXaCT OH B MOU T'yOHl.

Ero nmiio tak 6;11M3K0, YTO bIXaHUE MIepeXBaThiBaeT BHOBb, B
MaMsITH BCIUIBIBAET HAIll HeJaBHUM rotienyid. M kak Obl XOTesoch
UCITBITATh €T0 ellle Pa30K, OYYBCTBOBATh TU MSTKHE TYOHI. ..

— I'mynas neBuoHKa, — BHOBb OT3bIBA€TCSl APPOH, OTPE3B-
JIsisl MEeHsI OT Hepa3yMHBIX MbIC/iel. — $1 Beslb TpocTo Mory 3a-
KUHYTbH TeOsI Ha TJIeY0 M yHeCTH ¢ coboit. Trl 1axe cienarbh HU-
4ero He cMoxerib. Ho, 3Haellb, He XO4eTcsl TACKATh TSKECTH BCIO
JOpOrYy.

TouHo, rynas. A ele, oXoxe, COBCEM coluIa ¢ yMma. Tosb-
KO HEJJABHO CTpajasia u3-3a pa3oMToro cepara, a yxe MeuTaio o
TIOIENTysIX KaKOrO-TO BapBapa, KOTOPHIH TO U JIEJI0 MHE XaMHT U
HU BO 4TO He cTaBUT. [lukocTs xe! Wi 310 3anmmrHas peakius
MOEro Mo3ra, 4ToOBI 51 He TepekrBajia 00Jb ImpeaTeabcTa’?

— [IpekpacHO, — XPHUILIO OT3BIBAIOCH S 1 OTBOPAYMBAIO JIUIIO,



pa3pbiBasi Halll 3PUTEJIbHBIN KOHTAKT. — Thl CHJIbHEE MEHSI, 9TO
MBI yke TIoHsT. Ho ThI Tak u Oy/ienis Ha MHe JieXkaTh, TTOKa He
pas3iaBullb?

— Boo0111e-10, s TONBKO YTO cnac Tede KU3Hb. A THI ellle U
HEJIOBOJIbHA, — OYpYMT OH, CIIOJI3aeT C MEHs 1 JIOKUTCS PSIOM.

— W ot yero xe Thl MeHs criac?

— IlocMOTpH BO-OH TyJia, — MPOTATMBAET OH U YKa3bIBAeT Ha
CTeHY, U3 KOTOPOW TOpYAT MeTa/uInyecKue cTpesibl. — Eciu Obl 51
HE TIOBaJIWII TeOs1, TO OJTHA U3 3TUX CTPeJI MOTJIa Obl TPOBIPSIBUTH
TBOIO OECTOJIKOBYIO TOJIOBYIIIKY.

— XBaTUT YK€ Ha3bIBATh MEHS MIIyNOM! DTO COBEPIIEHHO HE
Tak! — BO3MYIIAIOCH £1.

— Eme 1 oOnaumBasi, — ycMexaercsl IpakoH M JIOKUTCS Ha
JKUBOT. — JlagHO, XBaTuUT sA3bIKaMu 4yecath. [1oa3u 3a MHOI.

— [lom3T? — HEJOBOJIBHO XMYPIOCh.

— A xak TH xoTes1a? Briepeau MoryT ObITh eIlie CTpeJibl.

Takoro HaCHIIIIEHHOTO JHS Y MEHs ellle HUKora He ObL10. be-
Jbl TIOJKUIAIOT HA KaXJIOM YIJIy U HEU3BECTHO, KOrJa COJIOM-
KM TIO/ICTEJIUTh. XOUETCsI IOCKOpee yke BHIOPAThCsl U3 ITOM MPO-
KJISITOU TIeIIephl, BOT TOJIBKO IJIaBHas Oena Bcerga co MHOUM. U
ceryac oHa MOI3eT MPSIMO MEePEI0 MHOM.

JlecATOK METPOB MOJI3KOM, M, HAKOHEL, APPOH NOJAHUMAETCS
Ha HOTH, BBITPSIMJISISICH BO BECh MOT'YUHIA POCT.

— Vxe Bce? be3onacHo? MoxHO BCTaBaTh? — Ha BCAKHI
cllydall yTOUHSIIO s, 3a/1paB roJIOBY.

— beszonacHo. Ho ecnu xouelnb, MOXEIb €IIE ITOIOI3aTh.



Tak THI BHIIJISOMING ellle 3a0aBHee, — cMeeTcss AppoH, Aeiaer
YBEPEHHBIN 1l1ar BIEPE], a YEPE3 MIHOBEHUE OH OKa3bIBAETCS B
UCKPSILIMXCS CEeTsIX, KOTOpble 0OBOJIAKMBAIOT APAaKOHA B KOKOH,
00e3IBMKMBAS €r0 M 3aCTaBJIsAsl YIACTh TUIAIIMS HA 3EMUITIO.

C 0/1HOI1 CTOPOHBI, 51 HEMHOTO pajia, uTo Ha APAKOHA HaILIach
ynpasa. Ho B To e BpeMs B 3TOM HeT Hu4ero xopoutero. Hens-
BECTHO, KTO paccTaBui 3TU ceTh. M ecam 3TOT KTO-TO MpUAeT
CIof1a, TO sl OKaXyCh aOCOMIOTHO Oe33aIIUTHOM.

— TBosI caMOyBepeHHOCTh cpadoTaja MPOTUB TeOsI, — HepB-
HO YCMEXaloch 51 ¥ TOAMON3al0 K APpOHY, cOOMpaloCch MOMOYb
€My BbIITYyTaThCsl.

— He tporaii! Eciu He xouelb. ..

Ho s yxe kacaioch ceTu B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia IPAaKOH HA4YM-
HaeT cBoio (ppasy. M BOT, MBI yke BIBOEM B 3TuX cersax. O6e3-
JBUKEHHBIE U TIPUKATBIE APYT K APYTY CIIMHAMM.

Her, 310 HeBbiHOCMMO! MBI Tak 1 OyzieM JIMITHYTh APYT K ApY-
ry?

— Ecin He Xo4elIb TOXe OKa3aTbCs B CETU, — TSAKEJIO B3/Ibl-
XaeT OH, 3aKAHYMBAsl pEYb.

— Hapo 6bu10 panbiie 00 3TOM MpeaynpekaaTh, — IOKAIo 5.

— Jla Kyzna yx pasblie?! — pa3apaxaercs OH.

— Hy yx usBuHuUTE, 1 XOTE)IA IOMOYb.

— Ilomoria — He To CJI0BO, — OypuuT AppOH.

— XBaruT yxe Bopyars! Jlydine nymaid, 4To HaM Terneps Jie-
J1aTh.

Crpax peajibHOM ONTAaCHOCTH, KOTOPAsl BOT-BOT MOKET HACTUT -



HYTb HaC, BIOHSIET B CTYNOP U HE J1a€T HOPMaJIbHO MbICIUTh. U
naxe AppoH, BeCh TaKOU U3 ce0s1 CUITbHBIN U MOTYITIeCTBEHHBIT,
HETOJIBUKHO JIEKHUT U HUYETO He MPpeIPUHUMAET.

— Hy? — HetepnenuBo TpeOyio OT HEro XOTb KaKUX-TO JIeH-
CTBUH.

— Hla nymaro s, gymaio! — HepBHO oTBedaeT oH. — He or-
BJICKall MEHSI.

— Ha 4ero Tyt aymats? Tol ke cunbHbii! TIpocTo pazopsu
CeTb.

— IIpocto? — HepBHO ycmexaercsi OH. — Bo-mepBbIX, 3TO
Maru4eckas CeTh, U ee TakK JIETKO He pa3opBaTh. A, BO-BTOPBIX, 5
Mor Obl onbITaThesl. Ho moHnmaenb, kakas mryka. .. Mou pyku
OKa3aJIMCh 32 CIIUHOM, ellle U MPUKaThl TBOUMU Oe/IpaMu.

OT cmyIieHus U PacTEPSIHHOCTU PACKPHIBAI0 POT B IITYMHOM
B3JI0X€ U YYBCTBYIO, KaK JIMIIO 3aJIMBaeT Kpackoil. Ho ceifuac Mue
Y BUHUTH-TO HEKOTO. APpOH HE BUHOBAT, YTO Mbl OKa3aJKCh B
TaKOM HEYyIOOHOM IOJIOKEHUHU. B psiMOM cMBICTie 3TOro ClloBa.

— A BOT ecil ObI ThI HE MIOTOPOITIJIACH U HE MPOTSIHYJIA CBOU
PYYOHKH KO MHe, — J00aBJIsieT OH, — TO celdvac y MeHsl ObUIn
ObI BCe IIaHCHI MOMPOOOBATh BHIOPATHCSI.

— 3HAuuT, 3TO 51 BUHOBaTa?! — BO3MYILAIOCH 5.

— A KkT0 *)e eme? He s xe.

— QueBuaHo, uto TBI! Ecin Ob1 ObUT BHUMATEJILHEE, TO 3aMe-
T OBl CETH U HE YTOIUII B HUX !

— Boru, — ¢ yTpoOHBIM pblYaHHUEM BBIIBIXAET JPAKOH. —
Crnacu60 BaM OrpomMHOE 3a 3To uyjecHoe aapoBaHue! Eciu Bbl



JKeJIaJIi MHEe CMEPTH, TO BHIOpaJIA CaMbIi U30IIPEHHBIN CITOCO0.

— He crouT BUHUTH APYTUX B CBOMX MPOOJIEMaX, — XMBIKAIO
1. — U, MOXeT, Mbl y’&ke BEpHEMCSI K TOMY, YTOOBI TIOIIBITAThCS
HAWTU BBIXOJ] U3 CIIOKUBIIICUCS CUTYaAIUK ?

— I'me HaxopATCA TBOM PyKH? — CIIpalliMBaeT AppoH.

— Bposs moero tena. A 4ro?

— CMoxellib 3a1e3Th B MPaBblii KApMaH MOUX OPIOK ?

— Hy-y, s Mory nomnsITaTbCsl, — 3aJyMUUBO MPOTATUBAIO 5l
— Tomnpko 3auem?

— Tam JIeXKUT KaMeHHasl 3aToukKa, — MOsICHsIeT oH. — U, B
TEOpUH, Thl MOXEIIIb C MOMOIIIBIO Hee TOBPeIuTh ceTh. Eciu cu-
JIEHOK XBATWUT.

Hy nouyemy oH Takoii HeBbiHOCHMBIN ? Kax 1011 cBOel (ppazoit
OH HaMEpEeHHO TbITaeTcsl MeHs 3aaeTh. CaMoyTBepKIaeTcs 3a
Mo cuet? He Ha Ty Hanan!

— ¥V MeHsI-TO CUJIEHOK XBaTuT. JIuIb Obl TOJHKO TBOSI 3aTOY-
Ka OKa3aJiach JOCTATOUHO OCTPOM, — KPSIX4Y 1, IPOOUPASICh PY-
KOM K HoraM AppoHa. — Thl coOBceM yxk He IOXOX Ha MacTepa.

— A THI He MOX0Xa Ha BOCHHUTAHHYIO JEBYIIIKY, CIOCOOHYIO
JepKath SI3bIK 32 3y0amHu.

— C Tebs npumep Oepy, — yCMeXaioch, MbITASCh OTHICKATh
npope3b KapmaHa. — Kaxercs, Hanrynasa.

— He nanynasa, — XpuIuio oT3biBaercs apakoH. — Kapman
npaBee U BhIIIIE.

Kaxercs1, Bcst KpoBb U3 TeJa MPUJIAJIA ceiiyac K MOeMy JIUILY.
Jlaxe nymarhb He X0uy, 4TO s HalllyTrajia Ha CaMoM JeJie, U Pe3KO



Jiepraio pykou Bbliiie v npasee. Kakoi mozop!

Elle napy MUHYT HEJIOBKMX IBUKEHUH, U, HAKOHELl, MHE y/ia-
eTcs 3aJIe3Th B KapMaH. KOHUMKM NaIblIeB KAcaloTCsl XOJIOIHO-
ro Merajua. I Kpernko XBaraioch 3a 3aTOUYKY M1 HEHAPOKOM paHIo
naJierl, KOTOPbIA TYT ke HAUMHAET MyIbCUPOBATh OT OOJIH.

C TpymoMm yaepKHMBaiO 3aTOUKY, MEpeMela pyKy B Oolnee
yIoOHOE TOJIOKEHNEe U HAYMHAIO MMWIUTh ceTh. UyBCTBYIO BlIary
Ha NaJIblIaX, U3-32 KOTOPOW OPY/AME HAILIETO CIIACEHH S MOKET Bbl-
CKOJIb3HYTh U3 PYKH, U €l Kperue CKUMai METasll.

— bepy cBou cioBa Hazaj. 3aTOYKM Jenaelib YTo Hajgo, —
00paIack K IpakoHy, YTOOBI XOTh KAK-TO OTBJIEYLCS OT TePITU-
MO, HO OUeHb HEeTTPUATHOMN OOJTH.

— B uem neno? Ilopanniack? — BIiepBbIE B €r0 roJIOCE 5 CJIbl-
1Ty HOTKH OECIIOKOMCTBA.

— HemHoro, — B3apixato s1. — Ho TBoe couyBcTBUE MHE CEl-
yac He oMoxeT. Jlyuine pacckaxu yTo-HuOyab. OTBIEKU MEHSI.

— A 0 4eM THI XoTelna Obl y3HaTh?

— Hy, uro-aubyns o Bamem mupe. Kakoit on? OnacHo 31ech?
Wnu nourty Be3ne crokorHo? $1 BOT Aake MpeiCcTaBUTh MOKA He
MOTY, YTO MEH$I KJET 3a IpeenamMmu 31ou nemepsl. Ho noka Mue
3[IECb COBCEM HE HPABUTCH.

— DTO HE CaMoe XyIIIee MECTO, B KOTOPOM MOXKHO O9yTHUTh-
csl, — 3ayMUYMBO TIPOU3HOCUT AppoH. — B GoNbIMHCTBE CBO-
€M Halll MUp ITPEKpaceH, HO eCTb. ..

BHe3anHo oH 3aMoKaerT.

— Yro ects? [Iponomxkaii, — Mpory s ¥ MPUKYCHIBAIO TYOYy.



OT KpOBM PyKH CTAaHOBSITCS BCe OoJiee BJIaKHBIMU, 3aTO MHE
MOYTH yIAJIOCh pa3pe3aTh MepByio BepeBKy. Elle HecKkonbko, 1
AppOH HaBepHsIKa CMOKET MPOTUCHYTh CBOIO PYKY U Pa3opBaTh
CETb.

— OCTaHOBUCh, — THXO, HO TpeOOBATEIHHO MPOM3HOCHUT OH.
— Tsl Bce paBHO He ycrieellb. OHM yKe UIyT.

— Onu? Kto oHn? — 3a1pIXxasich OT BOJTHEHM 1, CITPAIIIABAIO 1.

— I'HOMBIL.

— I'HombI? — ¢ 1y0 cpbiBaeTcs cMeniok. — Pa3Be oHu orac-
HBI?

B MoeM mipeacTaBieHUy THOMBI — 3TO 3a0aBHbIC MaJICHbKHE
YeJIOBEUKH B KOJIMIAUKaX U C TYCTHIMU JUTMHHBIMU Ooponamu. U
BO BCEX CKa3Kax OHM Bcerjia ObLIi JoOphiMU. HackobKo s ToM-
HIO.

— Elie kak onacHel, — OTBeT AppoHa He BcessieT HUKAKON
HaJIEKIbI.

[Toxoxe, B TOM MUpE OHU COBCEM He TaKue, KAKUMHU MbI UX
MPENICTABIISIEM.



I'naBa 6

MHe kaxeTcsl, 4To Moe cepAiie ObeTcs Tak FPOMKO, UTO 51 OT-
4YeTMBO cibiy ero. Ho cTyk craHoBUTCS BCe Tpomue, U 51 Ha-
YMHAI0 IOHUMATh, YTO 3TO Iard. Te caMmple THOMBI, O KOTOPBIX
cKazan AppoH, yke coBceM OJIU3KO.

— A TBI TOXE UX OoMIIbesA? — 1ienyy 5. — Thl Beb IPaKoH,
¥ JIOJUKEH OBITh CHJIbHEE MX. A ellle Thl TOBOPHJI, YTO MPABUILb
3TUM MUpPOM. Heykenu oHM NpUYMHAT Bpel CBOEMY IpaBUTE-
mo?

— Bo-niepBbIx, s mpaBuTes KoposieBcTBa CaHrapy, a He Bce-
r'0 MUpa, ¥ LIAPCTBO TUX YPOILEB MHE HE NOIYMHSETCS. A, BO-
BTOPBIX, IPAKOHBI HUKOTO HE OOSITCS, — ¢ Oe3rpaHuIHON camo-
YBEPEHHOCThIO OTBeYaeT APpOH.

— A 3a4eM Tora HarHeTaeulb U FOBOPUIIIb, YTO OHU ONACHBI?
— HE/IOyMEeBalo 1.

— OmacHsl 151 YeJIoBeKa, — IO cJIoramM MpOU3HOCUT OH. —
Thl BeIb HUUETO MPOTUB HUX HE C/IENACIlb.

— Ho 1B Beib MeH$ 3aLUTHILb, — C MHUMOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO
MIPOM3HOIILY 51 ¥ OTIEPUPYIO TeM (paKTOM, OT KOTOPOTO OTKPellu-
BaJlach BCe 3TO BpeMsi: — f1 Be/lb TBOSI UICTUHHASI.

[Toka 51 He 10 KOHIIa MOHMMAIO, YTO BOOOIIIE JAaeT CTaTyC HC-
TUHHOH, ¥ Kakue MpeuMyllecTsa y MeHs umelorcs. Eciu oHwy,
KOHEYHO, BOOOIIIE €CTh.

— Hapgo xe, Kak Thl 3arOBOpWIa, — C €XUJHOM YCMEIIKON



OT3bIBACTCS APAKOH.

— Tak T8I 3ammTrIIb MeHA. [IpaBna?

— Mowu cunbl 3a050kupoBaHbl. TOMbKO UX Masiasi 4acTh Bep-
HYJIaCh MOCJIE YCTAHOBJIEHUS CBsI3U Mex 1y Hamu. Ho B aTux ce-
TSIX s BOOOIIIE HUYETO CesaTh HE MOTY.

3BYUYHT COBEPIIIEHHO He OOHA/ICKUBAIOIIIE.

— Ho, Tak u ObITb, 51 4TO-HUOYIb MPUAYMAIO, — CO CHUCXOXK-
JeHueM J00aBisieT AppoH.

Boxe moi, kakas yects! [loctapaercs oH... A, MOXET, HE TaK
Y CTPAIHO OKa3aThCs y 3TUX THOMOB? byny mia Hux ux berno-
CHEXKOU. Bee sydnie, yem ocTaBaTbCs C 3TUM Harjiernom!

Ho 3Tu MbIcIH TYT XK€ pa3BeMBAalOTCsl, KOrJa U3 ITTyOuH Iie-
1Iepbl HAYMHAIOT MOSIBJISITHCS T€ camble THOMBL. U uncny ux Her
KOHIIA.

Jla, MajieHbK1e, HU3KOPOCJIBbIE, IITYIUIbIE U BBIITIAAAT TaK XKYT-
KO, UTO XOYEeTCs 3aKMYPHTD IJ1a3a U He OTKpbIBaTh. Koka 3ee-
HOBATO-CEPOro 1BeTa, CIUIOINIb MOKpbITasi Hapoctamu. M Hamo-
MUHAIOT OHM JKUBBIX CKEJIETOB, Ha KOTOPBIX M OZEXK/bI TOJIKOM
HET.

41 onpeniesieHHO MOroOPAYMIIACh. YK JIy4llle OCTaThCs C APAKO-
HOM HaBEKU, YEM OCTaThCsl 3AECh.

— APppOH, 4TO HaM JieaTh? — B yXkKace IIenyy, OXKnuaas XoTb
KAKUX-TO YKa3aHUM.

— Momuu. [Tpocto mosmuwu.

OnuH U3 THOMOB, UyTh OOJiee YIMUTAHHbIA, YeM OCTAIbHBIE,
B3MAXUBAET JJIMHHBIM ITIOCOXOM, U3J1aET MEP3KUN 3BYK, U apMUS



3a ero CIMHOM OcTaHaBiuBaeTcs. Bumumo, oH ux riaBapb. 3a-
TeM OH TOJXO/UT K HaM OJIMke U C MHTEPECOM PacCMaTpUBaeT.
A s HEBOJILHO COJPOTraioch, KOrja BUKY €ro KyTKOE JIMIO TaK
Onmu3Ko. [71a3 mouTH HeT, UMb Y3KKe METOUKH, CKBO3b KOTOPBIE
BUJTHEIOTCS SIPKO-KPAaCHbIE 3pauKH.

— Kak uHTepecHO, — ¢ MPOTUBHBIM CKPEKETOM MPOUZHOCUT
I71aBapb M KacaeTcsi MOCOXOM MOEH PyKH, a uepe3 MIHOBEHHE S
YYBCTBYIO, UTO YK€ HUUETO HE CKOBBIBAET MOU JIBUKEHUSI.

EnBa omoMHUBIIKCH, OTIION3A10 K CTEHE U BUKY, YTO APpPOH
MO-TIPEeKHEMY B ceTsix. Bo3Bpalliaio ucryraHHblii B3JIs] K OMEp-
3UTEJIBHOMY THOMY Y HAYMHAIO MOJI3TH 00OpaTHO K APpOHY, HO
MOCOX TYT € Mperpax/jaeT MHe MyTh.

— Kpacuas. Jlaxe cIMIIKOM, — CO 3JI0i YCMEIIKON NpOu3-
HOCUT THOM. — Jlake *kanb Oyaer 1e0s ecTb.

JIunkuii y:xac mponuTeIBaeT BO3/AYX U 3a0MpaeTcs Mojl KOXKY.
Crath 4bel-TO IUIEHHUIIEH — 3TO ellle OJHO JIe0. A BOT yKU-
HOM. .. HeT-Her, moxastyiicta, TOIbKO He 3TO!

— He Ttponb ee, — rpo3Ho 0T3bIBaeTCsi APPOH, U 9XO €ro ro-
Jloca paszjieTaeTcs 1o BCe neuiepe.

ToHkue ryObl THOMa KPUBSITCS B €XMIHOW YCMeIlKe, M OH
pUOJIMKAETCS K APAKOHY, OCTaBUB MEHSI:

— He BonHyiics, 10 TeOsI ToXe oYepepb TOU/IeT.

— He poiiger, — ¢ BonMioNiel yBepeHHOCTHIO TTPOM3HOCUT
Appon. — S mpautens Canrapaa. M eciv ol HAC OCBOOOIUIIIb,
TO TOJTYYHIIb TOPA30 OOJIBIIIE, YEM MOKEIIb IOUMETh ceryvac.

— A 370 elie UHTepecHee, — CKpeskeleT rHoM. — U kak xe



npaBuTesip CaHrapra romnaj B Hally Iemepsl?

— W3-3a npenarerneit, KOTOpble HEITPeMEHHO Oy/TyT HAKa3aHBbI,
KOrja 51 BEpHYCh B KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— Tak coBcem HenHTEpecHO, — oTMaxuBaercsi oH. — Kro
3HAET, YTO C TOOOW CIIYYHTCSI, U CAEPXKHUIIb JIU Thl CBOE CJIOBO.
S mpeamouunTaio Opathk TO, YTO UMEETCS cervac, a He PaCCUUTHI-
BaTh Ha MyCThIE CJIOBA.

— ¥V MeHs ceiiuac HU4ero Het, — 3710 OpocaetT AppoH. — Ho
1 1a1o0 Tede CIIOBO TTPABHTENS. . .

— bna-6ma-6ma. CHOBa cioBa, — mpepbiBaeT ero rnom. — Ec-
7 Tebe Heuero MpeyIokKUTh MPSIMO cefvac, KpoMe CBOEH Ku3-
HU, TO HAM Heuyero oOCy:XAaTh.

[Toxoxe, HajeATbCA HaM Hedero. YTo MOKHO MPEIJIOKUThH
rHoMaM? Y MeHs TOJIKO Of€kKAa, KOTOpasi UM, OYEBUAHO, CO-
BEpIICHHO HE HYyKHA. A elle MaJieHbKasi CyMOYKa, B KOTOPOU
Jiexxar TesiepoH M KJII0YM OT Aoma. Bpsg i ux 3to ycTrpout, HO
TOMBITATbCS CTOUT.

CrieniHo 10CTaro U3 CyMKH CBOM BEUIW ¥ TPOMKO ITPOU3HOITY,
MPOTSHYB UX THOMY:

— ¥V MeHs ectb 370!

— Yro 310? — MOPIIUTCS OH, OYATO 51 €My IMPOTSIHYJIa BepO
nomoeB. — be3nenyiiky MeHs He UHTEPECYIOT.

— ITasibTO BOT XOpOIlIEee eCTh, — C MOCJIEAHEN HAJIEK 10U MPO-
W3HOIILY 1, JIEpPHYB 32 BOPOTHUK, U JIe3y B KapMaHbl. — El1ie nep-
YaTKU U...

B mpaBom kapmaHe HATHIKAlOCh HA HECKOJIBKO JIeCATHPYOIIe-



BbIX MOHET, KOTOPbIE MHE OTJaJIM Clauel B MapLIpyTKe.

Hapno nonwsitarecsa. Yem ueptr HU myTUT? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
B CKa3KaX THOMBI JIIOOSIT 30JI0TO, & MOHETKHM KaK pa3 30JI0TOro
LBETA.

— U BoT eme! — BhIrpedan u3 KapMaHa BCe CBOE JI00pO U
MPOTATUBAI0 THOMY Ha PACKPBITOM JIaJJOHU.

duU3MOHOMUSI THOMA CTAHOBUTCSI CEPhEe3HOM U KpailHe 3auH-
TEPEeCOBAHHOM.

— 9710 y-uro? K-koHera? — 3auKasiCh, XpUIIUT OH, U IO
YrOJIKaM ero pra HauMHaeT CTEeKaTh BSI3Kasl CIIIOHA.

[lepeBoxy B3I HA CBOIO JIAOHb U BUXKY, UYTO CPEIU MOHET
3arecasics JeaeHel. OH elle ¢ NpoILIoro roja BajsieTcs B Kap-
MaHe, a s Bce BpeMs 3a0bIBajia €r0 BHIKUHYTh.

['HOM TsIHETCSI K MOeW JIaJIOHU, U s CIIEIIHO 3aKPBIBAIO €e.

— Hla, koHgdera. U 0-oueHb BKyCHasI, — C YJIBIOKOH MPOTATH-
BaIO 5, CMEKHYB, YTO 9TO MOXET CTaTh HAIlIUM cllaceHueM. — 1
XOTeJNa ee CheCTb cama, HO... Tak u ObITh, OTJAM BaM, €CJIU BbI
Hac 0CBOOOAMTE.

— Ilo pykam, — B HETEpIIEHUH BINIATMBAET THOM U TIPOTSITH-
BA€T MHE JPOKAIYyI0 )KUJTUCTYIO PYKY.

Kmypsicb OT HENPUSA3HHU, TOKUMAIO €T0 JIMIKYIO XOJIOJHYIO
nanoHb. U uepe3 MrHoBeHUe Hallli PyKU OKYThIBA€T MaruecKoe
CBEYCHHUE.

He meinkasi, THOM TyT %e 0CBOOOKAaeT AppoHa U3 ceTel, 3a-
TeM MOJXOAUT KO MHE BILUIOTHYIO U IIUIIUT:

— Jla-am.



— KoHeuHO-KOoHeuHO, — OOpMOUYy s1, BBIY)KMBAIO M3 KapMaHa
JI[IEHell U BPy4aio THOMY.

3a 101110 CeKyH/Ibl OH OCBOOOXKJaeT KOH(QETY OT (paHTHKA U,
yAepKUBasi MaJIblIaMu, OOJIU3BIBAET €€ ITTMHHBIM SI3bIKOM, OpbI3-
’a CITIIOHOUM BO BCE CTOPOHBI. 3aTe€M CPBIBAETCS C MeCTa, OSKUT
K CBOEI apMUM ¥ IPOM3HOCUT YTO-TO HETIOHSATHOE, MOC/IE YEro
KPUKH JIMKOBAaHUsI pa3HOCSATCS O BCEil nelepe, oryiasi.

— Ortkyga y Te0s1 koHdeTa? — B U3yMJICHUH CITpalliuBaeT Ap-
POH, MPUOTM3UBIIKCH KO MHE.

— Jla oHa JJaBHO yXke€ B KapMaHe BaJisjach, — OTBEYAlO s U
HaOJTI0/1a10, KaK THOMBI [IEPEIAIOT IPYT APYTY JeAeHell U MooYe-
peaHO OOMU3BIBAIOT, 3A/IMBasl MelIepy CIoHsAMU. — f Takue He
OUeHb JII0OJTI0. XOPOIIOo, YTO He BHIOPOCHIIA.

— BriOpocuia? — B HETIOHUMAHUW XMBIKaeT APpOH.

— 41 Tak noHumalo, y Bac KOH(pETbl PeAKOCThb?

— Eme kakasi, — KuBaeT oH. — B Haiem mupe Thl 32 Hee
MorJ1a Obl TIOTYYUTh 1EJI0€ COCTOSIHUE.

— A nonyuusa xku3Hb. TBOI0 U CBOIO, — MOKMMAIO IJIEYaMH.
— Kcraru, otOnarogaputs 3a criaceHue He XOouelllb?

— Eie yero, — HeOpexHO OpocaeT oH B oTBeT. — Tl criac-
7a Tonbko cedst. Co MHOUM OHM BCE PaBHO HUYETO He CMOIJIU Obl
clienarh.

— Hy na, koHeuHo, — ycMexaioch 51 U Uiy Briepea. — Waem
CKopee, TIOKa OHU 3aHSATHI JeJIOM. A TO ellle epeayMaloT.



I'nasa 7

Apmusi OyiHBIX THOMOB-CIIAJIKOEXKEK YKe 03314, a BIiepe-
I1 BUAHEETCs! CBeT. MBI MOYTH BHIOPATCH, MOKHO BBIIOXHYTh
Cc o0JIerYeHreM.

— A moueMy KOH(ETHI Y BaC Tak BBICOKO IEHATCs? — CIIpa-
IIMBAIO U3 JIOOOIBITCTBA.

— Pactenus, U3 KOTOpPBIX MX JEJAI0T, KpaiHe MPUXOT/IMBHI,
— oTBedaeT AppoH. — BHIpacTUTh WX CTOMT OrPOMHOTO TpyIa
Y BPEMEHH.

— INonyuaercs, Bbl BOOOILE HE eUTe CIaJoCTel? — U3yMJIs-
10¢hb 1. — Hu nupoxHbIX, HU 3eprpa, HU NeYeHbs1?

Her, Takoit Mup MHE Onpesie/ieHHO He TIO JTyIIie.

— B 0OCHOBHOM, — 3arajjouHO OTBEYAET OH W JI00ABISIET: —
Ho mpassiero poga 3to He Kacaercs. S1 Mory no3Bosuth cede
BCE.

— Hy koneuHo, — ycmexaioch s1. — CoBepIIeHHO BCe, U axe
MIOCHUZIETh B OIMHOYECTBE B TEIIepe Mapy-TPOHKY JIeT.

— Thl HAXOOMIIb 3TO CMEIIHBIM? — C YTPOOHBIM pPBHIYAHU-
eM AppOH B OIHO MTHOBEHHE BBIPACTAET MEepeio MHOM, 3aCTaB-
1511 MOeKUThCs. — Te, KTO 3TO caenai, HempeMeHHO MOTIaTsIT-
cs1 CBOEH JKM3HBI0. DTO MpeCTyIUIeHUe MPOoTHB mpasutes. U co-
BeTylo Tebe Oosiee He OTIYCKaTh MOJ0OHBIX IIYTOK. iHaue MHe
npuercs Teds1 Bocutath. U, moBeps, Tede 310 Bpsi M MOHpa-
BUTCSL.



— JlagHo-n1agHo. S moHs1a, — 4acTo KUBAI0, Kak OOJIBAaHYHK,
Y CIVIATHIBAIO BA3KYIO CIIOHY.

C npakoHOM, U TTpaB/a, MIYTKU MI0XU. JIydIie MHE MoMasKu-
BaTh, a HE MbITAThCS 3AMOJIHUTH MOTYAIUBYIO May3y.

— OueHb HAJEICh, YTO TIOHsIA, — HEOPEkHO OpocaeT OH,
CKPHBUB T'yOBI, 1 BHOBb HJIET BIIEpE/I.

Teneps s He crienty ero HarHaTh. Bbixoa yxe coBceM OIM3KO,
onacartbcs OoJbllie Heuero. Hagerock Ha 3to.

Celpasi xonofgHasi memiepa OKa3blBaeTCsl MO3ajAd, U B30PY
OTKpPBIBAETCSI HEBEPOSATHAsI KpacoTa mpupoisl. Kpyrom mnsetst
HEOOBIYalHBIX (DOPM M PACIBETOK, TYCThIe pa3MAaIIIUCThIE JIepe-
Bbsl C IIIMPOKUMM MPUYYIJIUBBIMU CTBOJIAMU M MOTYYUMU KOP-
HsMH. B HeOe JIeTaloT urpuBbie CTAUKM MTHUI] M IIIeOSTyT Ha pa3-
HBIH JIaj.

Kapkuii BO3ayx OyKBaJIbHO MPOMUTAH CJIQJKOBATO-TIPSIHBIM
apoMaToM IIBETOB M TpaB. XOUeTCs TOCKOpee COPOCUTDH TETUTYIO
ONICK/Ty U HACIAUTHCS TETIBIMUA COTHEYHBIMU JTy YMKAMU.

— Kak e 31ech KpacuBo! — ¢ MeUTaTeIbHOU YJIBIOKOM TPO-
TATUBAIO S M CHUMAIO MajbTO, OTOpachiBasi €r0 B CTOPOHY —
3]1ECh OHO MHE YK€ HE MPUTOAUTCS.

Ho no BbIpaskeHMio viia AppoHa He CKa3aTh, YTO 3CIIHUN
BU/JI €r0 XOTb 4eM-TO pagyer. CIMIIKOM XMYypbld U HEAOBOJb-
HbIM. 3aHyga!

— DTO MECTO HE TO, YEM KaKeTCsl, — HACTOPOKEHHO MPOTsi-
T'MBaeT OH.

— YT0 THI MMeellb B BUAY? — HEMOHUMAIOUIE CIPAIIUBAIO



s ¥ Uy K HEOObIYailHOMY IIBETKY, YTOOBI pAaCCMOTPETH €ro Mo-
ommxke.

— Croit Ha mecte! — psBKaeT oH. — M HU K yemy He npu-
Kacamcs!

3acTpIBalO, KaKk BKOIIAHHAS, ¥ KOJIIOUMI CTpax HAYMHAET Mpo-
OUpaThCs TOJ, KOKY.

— A 41O ¢ 3TUM MecToM He Tak? OObsiCHU, — Mpolty, 00ep-
HYBILIUCh, U C TPEBOTOM IISIKY HA MYKUKHY.

Teneps 51 BOOOIIE OOIOCH MOIMIEBETUTHCS, TIOKA HE y3HAI0, B
4yeM JeJIo.

— Bce, uT0 THI cefiuac BUIMII — WUTIO3MSI, — OTBevyaeT Ap-
pOH. — SInoBuUTas MbLIbIA, KOTOpPask BUTAET B BO3/yXe, IPOBO-
LPYET TBOW MO3I MOKA3bIBaTh TO, YTO ThI KeJACIIb YBUICTb.

Ha cexyHay 3agyMpIBaloCh U B yKace NMOHUMAIO, YTO AppOH
npaB. [IppMepHO TaKMM 51 ¥ TIPEICTABIISIA STOT MUP, TTOKA MBI
Oponwiu 1o KyTKoW neuiepe. A Terepb Mosi (paHTa3us craja
SIBBIO.

— U 4ro Ham Temeph nenarh? — 3aAbIXasich OT BOJHEHUS,
CIpAIlMBAIO Y IPAKOHA.

— He BapixaTs npuiblly. M HM B KOeM cilyyae He PUKacaThCs
K PacTeHMsIM, KOTOpbIE ee MPOM3BOAAT. MHavye ramonyHanumn
CBeIyT Tebs C yma.

PerieHvie nmpekpacHoe U BrojiHe oueBUIHOE. TObKO Kak 3TO
crenats?

OrnsaapiBaloch O CTOPOHAM, IBITAasICh MPUAYMaTh XOTh YTO-
HUOYb, M 3aMevalo CBoe MajibTo. TouHo, a 370 unes!



— Ham HyXHO JplIaTh Yyepe3 TKaHb ! — 3asBJISI0 1 U KPaLyCh
00paTHO TEM 3Ke MyTeM, KaKMM OTXOJVJIa OT TeIepHl.

[logHuMalo NajabTO U C CUJIOW JAepraio 3a pykaB. HauBHas.
TkaHb TPOIIUTA CIIUIITKOM XOPOIIO, YTOOBI TaK JIETKO MOPBATh.
He 3ps s1 32 3T0 NaIbTO MEJBIX IECATH THICSIY OTBAIMJIA.

— Haii crona, — XMbIKaeT AppoH, IJIs/1s1 HA MOM MOTYTH, OT-
OupaeT NajabTo U OJIHUM JBUKEHHEM pa3phIBaeT €ro MoroJiam.

Bot ato cuna! Hy na, o yem 310 51. OH Bejb KAMEHHYIO CTEHY
Tneniepsl KyJakaMu MPOJIOMMIL.

El1ie HeCKOJbKO JIOBKUX JIBUKEHUH, U Y HETO B PyKax OCTalOT-
cs1 1Ba HEOOJIBIIMX KJIOYKA TKAHW, KOTOPHIMU YIOOHO IPHKPhI-
BaTh JIMIIO.

— Bnaropapio, — npousHoIIty si, IpUHUMAast OOPHIBOK MAJIBTO,
Y KPEMNKO MPHKXUMAIO €ro K HOCY U PTYy.

C kaxk a0 CeKyHI0M KPacKu 3TOrO YyJECHOTO CaJa HAUUHAIOT
MEPKHYTb U PaCTBOPSITHCSI B BO3/IyXe YEPHBIMU XJIOMbsIMU. Ellie
HEMHOT'0, ¥ Mepe]] MOMMH IJ1a3aMHU yXKe He caJl, a MyCTbIHHOE ITy-
3bIpsiIIieecs: OOJIOTO B cepoit MrJie. U Uiy TeMHO-aJible KPyTJibie
I[BETHI CO CBETANIMMUCS TIECTUKAMH Pa30aBJISIIOT 3TY CEPOCTb.

N MOxHO ObLTIO OBl TTOPAIOBATHCS TOMY, UTO TEMePbh Mbl MO-
K€M BHUJIETh PeaIbHOCTh. BOT TOJIBKO. ..

— Appon, — meruy g. — LlBerok... OH npamo nog Moen
HOT'OM. ..

He ycnieBato HU4Y€ro noHsTh, Kak JIPakOH Pe3KO MOJAXBAThIBAET
MeH:, 3aKU/IbIBAET K ceOe Ha TIevo U OSKHUT BIIEpe] CO BCeX HOT.
[lepen rmazamu Bce MEIBTENINT, & KPOBb ITPUJIMBAET K TOJIOBE.



Bce kpenye npukuMaio K JIMIy KYCOK TKaHU, HO YIPIOMbBII
Cepblii MUP BHOBb HAUMHAET PACKPAIIMBATLCA IPKUMU KPaCKa-
Mu. Bce ke nmoaericTBoBasia MbUIbLA TOrO LBETKA. . .

Teno cnabeert, U Jaxe He HAMPSTAIO 110, YTOObI BUAETh 3eM-
JI0, Ha KoTopyio crynaet AppoH. [Tpocto 6onTaiock MenkoM Ha
€ro Tieye U IHPOKO YIBIOAIOCh, 1a TaK, YTO CKYJIbl CBOMT.

Mo3r MeUIEHHO IUIaBUTCS, MBICJH IYTAIOTCS, @ BCE TPEBOTU
KaK pyKOW cHUMaeT. Tak XOpOIIO M Tak yIOTHO Ha Aylle, YTO
XOYEeTCS IIPOCTO OCTAHOBHUTHCSA. A MO OEJIOCHEKHBIN CKaKyH BCe
HECeT MEHS BIEpes.

[epeGupaio najablamMK ero JOCHSILYIOCS HIepCTh U AUBY Ja-
I0Ch, KaK HEBEPOSITHO OHA NEPEINBAETCS MEPIAMYTPOM B COJI-
HEUHBIX JIy4ax.

— Tyt Tak KpacuBo, — OJakeHHO NpOoTATUBAL 1. — U ThI
TaKOM KpacuBbld. JlaBail OCTaHOBUMCA y:ke. Sl XOuy Iosexarb Ha
TpPaBKe.

— ThI yTO, YOpasa TpAIKY OT JIulia? — 3aIbIXaBIIUMCS YeJI0-
BEYECKUM I'0JIOCOM OT3BIBAETCA MO CKAKYH.

— Oro, Thl ellle ¥ TOBOPUTh YMEEIlllb? — PaIOCTHO OT3bIBa-
10¢hb 1. — 310poBo. Beerga meutaina o ropopsinieM koHe. Kakon
MIPEKPACHBIN STOT MUP!

Ep3ato, 4T00B NepeBepHYTHCS JULOM BBEPX U TOMIAAETh HA
He00, HO YTO-TO MHE MeIIIaeT.

— Hy Bce, xBatut Oexatb. Thl yxke yctai. [laBail OTIOXHEM,
— MPOILIY 51 CBOETO CKAKyHa U OCTOPOKHO I1LJIENIAI0 €0 JIAIOHBIO,
TpeOysl OCTAHOBKH.



B oTBeT nosnyyaio nuiie MOHOTOHHOE BOpYaHKE, KOTOPOE Tak
XOpOIIO yOAIOKMBAET, UTO 51 POBATHUBAIOCH B COH.

[Tpoceinaoch OTTOro, 4To MHE YKacHO X0JIoAHO. C IIyMHBIM
B3/IOXOM Pa3NeruIsio I71a3a U BUKY, UTO 51 CHKY MPSMO B pyube,
a PsIJIOM CO MHOHM CTOUT MOW OeJIOrpUBBI KOHb U THIYET B MEHS
KOTIBITOM.

— Ilpunuia B ce0s1? — cnpalivBaeT OH YeJI0BEYECKUM rOJI0-
COM.

— 3a4eM Tbl COPOCHIT MEHSI B JIE/ISTHOU pydeii? — HeJJOBOJIbHO
OT3bIBAIOCH 51 M MOAHMMAIOCh Ha HOoru. — [linoxas jomanakal

— Tak. IIoHATHO, — BOPYUT KOHb U OIHUM JIBUKEHHUEM BO3-
BpaliaeT MeHs B [pekHee MOJIoKEHNe, a 3aTeM U BOBCE MPUTAr-
JIMBAET C TOJIOBOIA.

Bopa TyT ke 3aTekaet B HO3pH, a 51 6ECIIOMOIITHO 0apaxTaloch
1o BOOH Oe3 JbIXaHWsl, THITasiCh BHIOpaThCsl Hapyxky. Jonrue
CEeKYH]Ibl MyUYeHUM, U 51 BHOBb HA TIOBEPXHOCTH, XBaTal0 BO3YX
PTOM U KaIIUISIoO.

— Y0 THI fenaens?! — BCKpUKUBaIO 1. — I IpuiandHbI KOHb
He JIOJDKEH Tak ceOsi BecTu!

— A HENPWINYHBINA? — C TSKEIBIM B3/I0XOM CIIPAIUBAET OH,
Kayasi TOJIOBOM.

— A HeNnpWINYHBIN, — 33/1yMbIBAIOCh, IPUJIOKUB MAJIEL] K T'y-
6aM, a yepe3 MrHOBEHME CHOBA OKAa3bIBAIOCh O] BOAOHA.

XopoI1o X0Th ceifyac ycriesna Habparh BO3[yX B jerkue!

CHOBa MHe TIO3BOJISIIOT BHIOPAThCSI HAPYKY, M TENepb 51 MPO-
cro Momdy. C 3TMM KOHEM COBEPIIEHHO He caaguTb. OH Takou



ke, Kak AppoH. Kcraru, a rae oH?

— A TBI He BUJIEJ CITy4aiiHO BBICOKOTO MYXUYHMHY Oe3 pyoarii-
KHU? — HMHTEPECyIoch 51 y KOHS. — Y Hero ellle JJ1HHbIE Oeble
BOJIOCBI M Y?)KACHO CKBEPHBIN XapaKTep.

— Thl 5Ke ceriyac He LIYTUlllb, Aa? — XMbIKAET OH B OTBET.

— Kakue TyT MOryt ObITh HIYTKU? — Pa3BOXKY s PyKaMH,
NpeINPUHUMAsT OYEePETHYIO TIOTBITKY BbUIE3TH Ha Oeper. — Mbl
BMECTe C HUM BBIOpAJMCh U3 Tellepsl, a MoToM... [lotom s He
MOMHIO, KyJIa OH JIEJICSL.

— MHe npugerca koe-4to cuenarb. Bapyr ato momoxer, —
3alyMYMBO MMPOU3HOCUT KOHb, CKJIOHUB HAJ0 MHOU T'OJIOBY. —
Ho nomHHM, 4YTO MHE 3TO TOXE HE B PaJ0CTb.

— Hy, naBaii, — mpoTAruBaio 5 ¢ yIbIOKOH. — A OT 4ero 31o
JOJIKHO TOM. . .

He ycneBaio 10roBopuTh, Kak JIOIIaMHas MOpAa NpUKUMa-
ercsa K MouM rybam. C yxacom pacraxHyB IJ1a3a, s OTYasSHHO
pa3MaxuBal0 pyKamHu U IMeitalock oTron3ti. Ho Bce 6ecnionesHo.

W TyT 00pa3 KOHSI CTAHOBUTCS Pa3MBITHIM, W MPSIMO B HEM
HAUYMHAIOT MPOPUCOBBIBATHCSI OUEPTAHUST MYKCKOT'O JIMIIA.

MeHs 1esyeT MyXUMHa, a HE KOHb. YK€ paayer. XOTs U He
COBCEM. ..

Elie HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUM, U S YK€ OTYETIMBO BUXKY, UTO
psAMO nepeo MHOM AppoH. Toxke CMOTPUT Ha MEHs, KaK U 5 Ha
Hero. Ho u3-3a 61M3Koro paccrosiHus ero riasa Oyaro cooupa-
I0TCS1 B Ky4Y, ¥ BBIIJISLIUT 3TO OUYEHb CMEIITHO, OTYETO sl HAUMHAIO
XUXUKATh.



— Yr0, Iaxe 3T0 He NOMOIJIO? — HEIOBOJILHO OT3BIBAETCS
OH, IEMOHCTPATUBHO 0OTUPAsi TyObI THUTLHOW CTOPOHOM JIAJIOHH.

[epecTao XMXUKATh U TOJIBKO COOMPAIOCH CIIPOCHTD, KY/Ia K€
JieJICsl KOHb, KaK caMa HauMHalo Bce MOHUMaTth. Bee 3T1o BpeMs co
MHOU ObLT APpOH. DTO OH HEC MEHSI, a 51 HEeCJIa. .. BCAKYIO UyIib!

— OW, — NPUKPHIBAI0 POT JIAJIOHBIO U XJIONAID PECHUIIAMU,
7151151 Ha JPaKoHa.

— Ur0? — XMBIKAET OH, Pa3MBbIILIAS O YEM-TO.

— Vxac. 51, kaxercs, Tak ryno ceds Bena. ..

— TeOe He KaxeTcs, — 3710 YCMeXaeTcst OH, a TOTOM HaUMHAET
BOJIUTH NAJIbLIEM NIEPE]l MOUM JIULIOM. — Ouyxajiach, HAKOHeI[?

— Ara, — Oopmouy £, IBITAsICh BCTaTh, HO APPOH TYT K€ MO/~
XBaTbIBa€T MEHS MO/ PYKU U BBITACKUBAET U3 BOMBDI.

— U kak BoOOI1Ie MOKHO OBLIO MEPEnyTaTh MEHS C JIOMIAIbI0?
— COKpYIIIaeTcs1 OH, OY/ITO 51 caMa BO BCEM BHHOBATA.

— JIeWCTBUTENBHO, — XMBIKAIO 51, OT)KUMasi Bjary u3 BOJIOC.
— ThI BOT BOpUHIIIb, a JJIsI MeHsI Oblla HacTosimasi Tpapmal 1
Be/Ib IyMaJia, YTO MEH$ MO-HACTOSANIEMY LIENTYeT KOHb!

— 41 ke cpaszy ckazai, UTO MHE 3TO TOXKE HE B PaIoCTh, — B €r0
BOPYaHUU £ CJIbIIY JIETKYI0 YCMEUIKY, KOTOPYIO €My He yAaeTcs
MOAABUTb.

CmemHo emy!

— IMocmotperna Obl 51 Ha TeOs1, OKAXKUCh THl HA MOEM MecTe.

— Ecnu Obl 51 ObUT HA TBOEM MeCTe, — MPOU3HOCUT OH, PE3KO
Pa3BEpHYBIIINCH U €[1Ba HE CTOJKHYBIIUCH CO MHOU JOaMu. —
MBb1 OBl yike JiexaTi MEPTBBIMU HA TOM OOJIOTe.



— JloHnmaro, — KuBaio 1.

— Kcraru, mo6narogaputs 3a ciaceHue He X04elib? — BeJeT
OH OpOBBIO.

— [loGnarogaputh? — yXMBLIAIOCh M OTBEYAIO €0 Xke CI0Ba-
mu: — Eine 4gero!

— Tak, 3HaunT? — XMYypHUTCS APAKOH.

— HMmenHo, — KkuBaio emy. — Tenepb y HaC OQUH-OAMH.



I'naBa 8

Jlopora jaercs Bce TpyAHEE M TPyOHEE, HOTH YXe TyIAT OT
ycTasiocTd. $I, KOHe4yHo, MoOMI0 Melre MpOryJaKd, HO He IO
HECKOJIBKO K€ YacoB MOApsi O6e3 MepebIIKe, KoTopas AppoHy,
BUJUTE JIM, HU K YyeMy!

bpeny cnemom 3a JpakOHOM Ha IOCIEAHEM W3IbIXaHUU U
CMOTPIO Ha €ro MyCKYJIMCTYI0 criuHy. HaBepHoe, 310 ero equs-
CTBEHHBI IUTIOC — IIMKAPHOE TEJIO U MOTPSCAIOIIAS BHEIIHOCTb.
WHorna 310 couBaeT MeHs ¢ ToJKy. [laxke He MeHs1 — MOe TeJlo.
Mogr 6yATo OTKJTIOYaeTcsl Ha BpeMs OT €ro B3IJIsAa, U KOJIEHKH
HAYMHAIOT JIPOXKAaTh.

Ho notom Mo3r cHOBa BKJIIOYAETCs, U 51 HAUMHAIO IOHUMATh,
HACKOJIbKO € MEHs1 OECUT 3TOT HECHOCHBIN, CAMOYBEPEHHBIN 1
HerpoOuBaeMslil rpommiia!l B cBoem mupe s1 Obl OT Takoro my-
KrKa Oexaia, CBepKas MSTKaMH, a 3[1eCh s BRIHYK/IeHa TEPIETh
€ro KOMIIaHUIO.

XOoTs 51 Terepb BOOOIIE HU C KaKMMHU MYKYMHAMH HE XOuY
CBsI3bIBaThCS. AHIpEl ObUT ¢ BUIy TaKUM XOPOILIMM, 3a00T/IH-
BbIM, BHUMATEJIbHBIM, JaKe HEMHOKEUKO X0341CTBEHHBIM. 1 1a-
e Jesiall BUJ, YTO yBakaeT MO BBIOOp XpaHUTH ceOsl 10 CBa-
IBOBL.

A dro 1o urory? Bee 310 okazanoch HanmyckHbIM. Hukakon
OH He XOPOIIUA W He 3a00T/IMBbIA, a TPOTHUBIIMN BHYTPHU Ha-
CKBO3b, Pa3 MO3BOIWI ceOe KPYTUTh LIAIIHY C JPYTOU JeBYIIKOM



MIPY JKMBOKW-TO HEBECTE.

AppoH XOTs1 OBl HE IyCKaeT MHe TbUTh B IJIa3a M MOKa3bIBa-
€T CBOe UCTUHHOE HYTpo. U XOTs OBl 32 3TO eMy HYKHO OT/aTh
nomkHoe. Ho, MOXeT, OH He CKpbIBa€T CBOEU CYLITHOCTH TOJILKO
IIOTOMY, YTO 51 HE B €ro uHTepecax? BrnonHe Bo3mMoxkHO. MHa-
Je yXe JIABHO PaCITyCTUJI Obl CBOW MIABJIMHUM, TO €CTh IPAKOHUI
XBOCT.

Kcrary, o npakoHax...

— AppoH, nociymiai, — HaYMHAIO 5.

Ho TyT ke Crbllly TsKeablil B3J0X:

— JlaBaii He Hafo. Y MeHs OT TeOs yXke rojioBa OOJIHT, YecT-
HOE CJIOBO.

— Korna ona ot MeHs# ycriena pa3ooneThesi, eciu 1 OMThIN Yac
y’Ke MOJT4y? — XMBIKAIO 51 ¥ HArOHSIIO €r0, HEAOBOIbHO BIJISI/IbI-
BasSICh B XMYPOE€ JIMIIO JPAKOHA.

— Bor u npekpacHo. Momuu faneliiie, — cyXo Opocaet OH.

— Hy yx Het! — Tomnato HOro#, mpuBJieKas K cede BHUMaHMe.
— Wnu Tel BeIC/TyTIACIIIL MEHS, WIH. . .

— Wnn? — OH pe3KOo OCTAHABIMBAETCS U C JIYKABOM YXMbLI-
KOM CMOTPUT Ha MeHsA. — YTO Thl MOXEIlIb C/IENaTh POTUB Me-
Hsl, OyKarmka?

— ¢ Hukyaa ¢ ToOOM masbIe He monmy!

— Hy u nagHO, — paBHOMYIIIHO OTBEYAET OH, NMOXKUMas ILIe-
yamu. — OcraBaiics 31ech onHa. ['ononHas, xonoanas u 6e33a-
nmTHasA. CKOpo HACTYyNUT TEMHOTA, MOBBLIE3AI0T HOYHbIE TBa-

pu...



Hy, koHeyHo. OH 3HaeT, Ha YTO HAJIaBUTb.

— Ilouemy MBI HaeM, a He JIETUM ? — NEPEXOKY K CyTH pasro-
Bopa. — Thl Besib caM ckasal, uTo Thl ipakoH. Hy Tak u BeimycTr
yKe CBOM KpbUIbs U nosieten. Cuil yxxe HeT uaTu!

— Thl Takast yMHasA? — BejieT OH OpPOBBIO, a B3IJIA[ €ro CTa-
HOBUTCS KpaliHe HeJOOPBIM.

— A npuyem TyT ym?

— Bor u 1 gymato: npuyeM TyT yM U Thbl, — XMBIKA€ET OH.

— Xa-Xa, 04YeHb CMEIIHO! — HEIOBOJIBHO MOPIIYCh 5 U OITyC-
KalOCh Ha 3EMJIIO.

Pa3 yx MBI TYT pemmiv NOCOPEBHOBATHCS B A3BUTEIBHOCTH,
TO MOKHO TIOKa JaTh OTAbIX HOraM. XOTsI Obl MUHYTKY.

— B uem npo6Giema-Tto, He oMy ? — nipofoikaio 1. — Ecnu
y TeOs1 €CTh KpbUIbs, MoYeMy Obl IMH HE BOCIIOIb30BATHCS M HE
YCKOPHTb MyTh? — U C yCMeUIKoi 1o0aBsiio: — Wim Tel pocTo
HE yMeelllb JIeTaThb?

B3risin ronyObIX 171a3 MOMEHTAJILHO CTAHOBUTCS JIEISTHBIM,
POOHPAIOIINM A0 Mypaiek. [JIsKy CHU3y BBEpX Ha ApaKkoOHA U
YyBCTBYIO ce0si COBCEM YK O€33allMTHOM Mepesi HUM.

— Bce apakoHsl 6€3 UCKITIOUEHHsT YMEIOT JIeTaTh, — yrpoxka-
IOIIMM TMONYIIETIOTOM IMPOU3HOCUT AppoH. — Ho eciu Tl XOTh
HEMHOTO HaIpsikellb CBOK T'OJIOBYIIKY, TO BCIIOMHUIIb, YTO f
TeOe TOBOPHIL.

— Tsl MHOTO Yero roBopuil, u st He 00si3aHa MOCTOSTHHO MTOM-
HUTD BCIO TBOIO OOJITOBHIO, — CKJIQ/IbIBAIO HA TPYAU PYKH B 3a-
MOK. — KoHkpertuky, noxanyicra. YTo ¥ 0 4eM UMEHHO ThI I'O-



BOpUI?

— O TOM, YTO MEeHS peay ¥ 3a0pOCIIIH B TIEIIEpy Ha 107-
TUe rofibl, — HEeIUT OH CKBO3b 3yObl, pa3apaxasch. — W eciu Tol
BKJIIOUMIIIb JIOTUKY, TO TIOMMeIIb: 51 cpa3y He BhIOpaJicsl OTTy/Aa
HE MOTOMY, 4TO /1aJ1 3aHO3Y, KOTOpasi pacCKaxeT MHe, Kak 3¢-
(pexTuBHEE NepenBUraThcsi. Moo CUITy OTHSUIU.

— Kak oTHsAmM? — HenoHuMaroIe XMyploch . — A OroHb B
TBOEH pyke? Pa3Be 310 He cua?

APppOH 3aKaTbIBaeT Ij1a3a, BCEM BUIOM HaMeKasl, KaK sl yTo-
MUJIA €r0 CBOMMU BOIIPOCAMMU:

— C TBOMM MOSIBJIEHUEM KO MHE BEPHYJIaCh Marusi, HO He BTO-
pas unocrack. Ee MHe 1 HyKHO Terepb BEpHYTb.

— Hno. . .4ro?

— Wnocrack, — ¢ yTpOOHBIM phlYaHWEM BBIILIXaeT APPOH.
— Moe BTOpOE 00Mure — 00NIMYKe ApaKoHa.

— A, TaK Thl IPSIM IIpeBpaIlaeibcs? — U3yMIISIIOCh €T0 CJI0-
BaM. — ¢ iymasia Thl MPOCTO KPbLIbsI BHITYCKAEITh KaK-HUOY/Ib.
A oHo BoT Kak. [IpukonbHo. Hy, 1aHO, XBaTUT sI3bIKAMU YecaTh,
TIOIUTH yXKe.

[onHuMaloCh € 3eMIIi, 4yBCTBYSI, YTO HEMHOT'O HaOpasiach CHIT
Y MOT'Yy JaJibllie OTHPABJIATHCSA B MyThb. JKajlb, KOHEUHO, YTO HE
nosietaeM. 3aTo OTAOXHYTb yCIiena.

— TemHeeT yxe, — MPOTATUBAET OH, BIJIS/IBIBASICh B HEOO, 1
ujet Buepea. — Ham HykHO HailTh Kakoe-TO MECTO 17151 HOUJIera.

— XO0pol10, — KHKBAIO £ U CIIEILYy CJIeJOM 32 HUM.

CyMepKH OMyCKaloTCsl O4eHb OBICTPO, U B TIOYMPAKe yKe He



0c000 BUIHO, uTO Briepeau. Ho cnath Ha 3eMJie OYeHb He XOUeT-
cs1, 0COOEHHO ecii AppOH CKasasl MpaBIy, U HOYBIO BBUIE3AIOT
KaKue-TO TBapH.

He Ttepsis Hamexapl, S XOKY M OCMAaTPUBAIOCh IO CTOPOHAM,
BIVISI/IBIBAIOCH B TEMHOTY U BIPYT BHIKY TYCKJIBIA cBeT. [Ipuriry-
pPUBAIOCh, BCMATPUBAsICh CUJIbHEE, U BUKY BIAJIEKE OUEPTaHUS
JIOMHUKa, B KOTOPOM U TOPUT CBET.

— AppoH! — 30BY, IOBEPHYBIIKCH B TY CTOPOHY, I'/le HEIABHO
OH OpOIHIL.

Ho ceituac s ero He BUKy, U caMm OH He oT3biBaeTcs. U crpax
TYT e 3a0MpaeTcs MoJ| KOXY.

— Appon! I'me to1?! §1 Hanuia goM! — cHOBa Kpuuy BO Bce
TOpJIO, OTJISIABIBASICh TIO CTOPOHAM, KaK OIllaJiesiasl.

Ho BMeCTO ero rosioca sty JUIb [OJI03PUTEIbHBIN IIEJIECT
U TJIyXO€ phluyaHKe, OT KOTOPOTO CEP/LIe OMYyCKAETCs B MATKH.



I'maBa 9

Tesio kKameHeeT OT cTpaxa, U s IaKe C MecTa TPOHYThCSI HE MO-
ry. lllym KpoBH B yIIax MOYTH 3aIyIIAET IPOYUE 3BYKH, OKOH-
YyaTesIbHO I€30PUEHTUPYS. A TYT BUKY, B TYCTOM JINCTBE KYCTOB
OeJbIil CBETAIIUIICS 111ar, KOTOPBIN IBUKETCS Ha MEHSI. ..

Bynro B 3aMe/1JieHHOM ChbeMKe sl Mallly pyKaMu B BO3yXe, OT-
YasiHHO JKeJiasi HalTU OMOpYy W 3allUTy OT HEU3BECTHOI'O MOH-
crpa. VI HeoXuaaHHO axe /I caMoi ceOst KpUudy Tak TPOMKO,
YTO OIJIyIIal0 camy ceOsl.

— Jla Jero *k Thl Opelllb, KaK HEHOpMaJsibHasi? — CJIBIIITY BO3-
MYILIEHHBII IOJI0C JPAKOHA.

A 3aTeM BUXKY U €ro CaMOro B T€X CaMbIX KyCTaxX C SIpKHM
IapOM B pyKe.

— bBoske, Kak Tl MeHS1 Hamyrajl! — XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM BbI-
JbIXAI0 ST M XBATAlOCh 3a CEepILe, KOTOPOe KOJIOTUTCS, KaK CyMa-
cmemiree. — [ToyeMy Thl He oT3biBasicst? 51 Beib 3Bajia TeOsl.

— He xoten cnyrHyTh JIOMOropa, — HEJOBOJIBHO OTBEYAET
OH U MPOTSITUBAET MHE PYKY C ILIAPOM.

Tonbko Tenepb s IOHMMAI0, YTO TO HE MPOCTO IIap, a Ka-
KOW-TO HEOOBIYHBIN 3BEPEK C HALyTHIM CBETSIIMMCS Iy3UKOM. A
OecIoIaIHbIN APAKOH KPETIKO JAeP:KUT 3BEPIOIIKY 3a TOpIIo.

— 3aueM Thl ero My4aelib? — YKOPU3HEHHO CIIPAIIUBAIO 1.
— ToI ke ero certyac 3amymmiib! Y BooOine, 3a4em Thl ero Jio-
15370 ¢



— Bo-niepBrix, eMy He OOJBbHO. A, BO-BTOPBIX, HAM HYKEH
CBeT, TMOKa He HaijeM yoOexwuine. Vv Tel XOTea pas3ryivBaTh
3[IECh B MOTEMKaX ?

— OcTtaBb KHMBOTHOE B MOKoe. {1 yxke Haluia HaMm yoexure,
— C TOPIIOCTHIO TPOM3HOLIY 51 U YKa3bIBAIO MaJIbLIEM Ha JOMUK.

— He nymaio, 4to Hac TaM pUMyT, — JEpraeT OH IIEYOM 1
UJIeT BIepe/i OrPOMHBIMU ITIaraMu.

Kak ke 51 ycrana Gerats 3a HUM! Heyxenu Tak clioxkHO riepe-
JIIBUTATbCS B OJHOM TEMIIE CO MHOU?!

B kotopbiii pa3 3a ceroiHsi HArOHSIIO IPaKOHa U CIPAIIUBAIO:

— C 4ero Thl pemni, YTO HaC TaM He TPUMYT?

— Hy, ecnu Obl 51 OTIPaBUICS XUTh B TAKYIO [JIYIIb, TO SIB-
HO He JJIs TOTO, YTOOBI MPUHUMATH y ce0sl TOCTel, — XMbIKaeT
AppoOH.

— Bo3MoxHO, — comiamawnch 1. — A, MOXET, IPUYMHA B
napyroM. JlaBait XoTs Ob1 y3HaeM? 3a cripoc He ObIOT B HOC.

— Yero? — npoTATMBAET OH, HAXMY PUBLLKCH.

— DTO NOroBOpKa Takas.

— CrpaHHas NOroBOpKa.

A uTO cTpaHHoro-to? Bce JIornyHo ke, pa3Be HeT?

— Huuero ctpaHHOro, — B3/bIXAI0 SI. — DTO 3HAYMUT, YTO OT
TeOs1 HUYero He yOy/eT, eC/Iv Thl TPOCTO MOMHTEPECYeIIbCsl.

— ThI IyMaelib, s1 UAUOT? — CYpOBO OT3BIBAETCS OH.

— 41 Takoro He roBopuIIa, Thl CaM 3TO TOJIBKO YTO CKa3all, —
€XUJHO YXMBUISIIOCH 1.

— Bce, 3amomun. He mory Oosbinie Tebst ciymath. 3aHo3a.



— Cam Tako#!

— 310 1-10?! — BO3MYIIAETCS TaK, OYJTO OH aHTeJ BO IJIOTH.

— Koneuno, — kuBawo s1. — Eine u HacteipHbIi. Beerga xo-
Yelllb, YTOOBI A0COTIOTHO BCE OBLTIO TIO-TBOEMY.

— [NoTomMy 4TO Tak ¥ JOIKHO OBbITh, — C TIOJIHOW YBEPEHHO-
CThIO OTBeYaeT AppoH. — MHe KaxeTcsl, Thl 3a0bIBaelllb, C KEM
TOBOPHIIIb.

— U coBceMm He 3a0bIBal0, — Kayalo roioBoil. — Thl MyKunHa,
KOTOPOTO $1 HAallUIa B TIOA3EMEIIbE U criacia OTTyaa.

— Cepbe3Ho? — ycmexaercs oH. — 1o Thl mens cnacna?

— Camo co60ii. be3 MeHs-TO Thl TaM CHJIEN TOJAMH.

— Tl TYT HU TipU yeMM. D10 Bce boru.

— Hy, KOHEYHO, KOHEYHO, — XMBIKaIO 1. — TOJIbKO 4TO TBOU
Boru cnenamm? Camu tebe momoriu? Her, oHu mocnamm tebe
MeEHsI. 3HAUUT, TBOE CIACEHUE — ITO MOS 3aCyra.

— ThI CIUIIIKOM BBICOKOTO MHEHUsI O ceOe, — OypuMT JPaKOH.

— K10 ObI TOBOpUII! — BOCKJIMIIAIO 51, BCIUIECKUBAS PyKAMHU.
— 70 THI 0 ceOe caMoro BBICOKOro MHeHusl. Ho, MOXeT, Thl XOTb
pa3 mepecTaHelllb AyMaTh TOJIBKO 0 cede? XBaTuT yKe YIUpaThCs
poramu, 1 JaBai mpocTo cxoauM B ToT AoM. Hy vero tebe crout?

— I'ne TeI BUiMIIb y MeHsI pora? — B3JiepruBaeT oH OPOBb.

— D710 hurypasbHOe BHIpaKeHUE, — KPUBTIO 51 TyObl. — U
O3HAYaeT OHO, YTO ThI CJMIIKOM YIepThiid. [[0TOB OpoaUTh BCIO
HOYb I10 STOMY JIECY, JIUIIb Obl HE TIONTU B TOT IOM. A BCe I0-
yemy? [ToTomy 4uTO 3TO 5 K€ Mpeaoxuia, Tak? Bot ecm Obl Thi
caM €ro Haiiern. ..



— Ecnu MbI cXoauM TyAa, TO Thl 3aMOTYHUIIL ? — HEOXKHUJAHHO
npejJiaraeT OH, a Ha MOUX T'y0ax paciBeraer MmooeHast yXMbLI-
Ka.

— O6e1ao, 9To MO poT OyJIeT Ha 3aMKe, — KHUBAl eMy B
OTBET.

— Jlaxxe He XO4y CIpAIlKBaTh, YTO TO 3HAUUT, — B3/BIXAET
AppoH, kauyas rojgoBou. — JlagHo, noiieM. Y3HaeM, CMOTYT JId
HaM 4TO-TO MPEIJIOKUTD.

B ocBemiennu Hamiero poHaprka-3BepbKa Mbl JTOXOAUM [0
noma. Hy, kak noxonum. Koe-KTo naer ClioKOMHBIM U pa3MepeH-
HBIM IIarOM, a KTO-TO O€XKHT CJIe0M, 3a1bIXasICh.

Hayio 6bUT0 MHE CLIOPTOM 1O BeuepaM 3aHMMAaThCsl, a HE CH-
JIETh Ha MSATEHbKOM JUBAHYMKE 32 IPOCMOTPOM KMHO CO CBOMM
HeOnaroBepHbIM. [ J1s11M111b, ¥ (b3MYecKast OAroToBKa ObL1a Obl
JIydIlie, ¥ IbIXaJIKa TTIOBBIHOCUBEN.

Ho s uckpeHHe Ha/ieloCh, UTO MOSI OETOTHSI COBCEM CKOPO 3a-
KOHUHUTCS. VI Ha/10 1 TOBOPUTH, YEM 51 3aiMYCh, KaK TOJIbKO BEP-
HYCb JIOMOW?

APPOH CTYyUHUT KyJIaKOM B XJIMIIKYIO IEPEBSIHHYIO JIBEPb,  OHA
A XOJIyHOM XOJIUT.

— Tol ee erie ¢ HOrM OTKPOM, — TUXOHBKO (PHIPKAIO 5. —
Torzma yx Hac TOUHO IPUMYT C PACIIPOCTEPTHIME OOBATUSIMH.

— Jla uyTO Tebe omsTh He Tak? — BO3MYIIAETCS JAPAKOH U
TOJIKO OTKPBIBAET POT, YTOOBI TPOU3HECTH €I1le UTO-TO HE Camoe
MPUATHOE, KaK JIBEpb Mepejl HAMU PAaCKPbIBACTCS, U 51 BUKY Ha
MOPOre APAXIIYIO CEJOBJIACYI0 CTAPYIIKY C KOCTBUIEM B PyKax.



— JoGpblii Beuep, — TOPOILIMBO MTPOU3HOIIY 1, TIOKA APAKOH
caM He 3aBeJl CBOIO Peyb.

Ha Hero B 3TOM Jiesie MOXHO BOOOIIE He paccuuThiBath. C
JUTUIOMAaTHEH y HEro sIBHbIE TIPOOJIEMBI.

— [IpocTuTe, noxaiyicra, 3a 6eCIOKONCTBO B TAaKOE TIO3/IHEE
BpeMsi, — MPoIoikam 5. — Ho Mbl HEMHOTO 320y IMIIUCh U XO-
Tesau Obl y3HATH Y BaC. ..

— IIpoxonute, — jaxe He IOCTYIIaB MEHs, OTBEYaeT CTa-
pYyIlIKa TUXUM CKPUITyYMM TOJIOCOM M KECTOM IpUIJIalllaeT Hac
B JIOM.

— Cnacu00 BaM OrpOMHO€, — C TIPU3HATEbHOCTBHIO OTBEYAI0
s, IIUPOKO YABIOAIOCH ¥ TIOOETHO CMOTPIO Ha IPaKOHA.

— A CKOJIbKO OOJITOBHM OBLIO O TOM, UTO HAC HE BIYCTAT, —
TUXOHBKO IIIeM4y 51 APpOHY HaJ] YXOM, BCTaB Ha HOCOUYKHU. — Thl
TOJILKO TTIOMAaJIKMBaM, JJagHO? A TO HAaC TOYHO BBITOHST.

JlpakoH OpocaeT Ha MeHsS WCIenessIomui B3rsA, HO Ha
YAUBJIEHUE MOTYMT.

— Bor Tak. YMHMIIa, — 3a4€M-TO NOJIMBAI0 MAC/Ia B OTOHb
Y IJIKY MYKUYMHY 1O TIJIeYy.

Kasxercs, MeHs 1axe 3a0aBJISIET, KOI/a OH TaK 3JIMTCS ¥ BEYHO
CO MHOM CIIOPUT. DTO KAKOU-TO CBOEOOPa3HBbIiA IOMUHT HA YPOB-
He Mazoxusma. Ho MHe HpaBuTcs.

— IlpucaxuBaiitech, — BHOBb CKPHUITUT CTapyllIKa, MpUIJia-
11asi Hac 3a CTOJI.

YecTHO cKa3arth, s IMKO rosiofgHast. BoT To/bKo HEYJ0OHO KaK-
TO 00Bbe/IaTh OAMHOKYIO CTApPYIIIKY.



— biaropapum Bac, HO... — HAYMHAIO f.

Ho AppoH TyT ke MeHsI epeOuBaeT:

— Ho ™Mbl 04eHb ronogHble. § yxke HeCKOJIbKO JIET HUYEro He
el

Crapyuika nocmenBaercs, Misiist Ha AppoHa, U MPOU3HOCHT:

— Ceivac Hakpoto Bam Ha croJ. [loronure HemMHoroO.

Cuky 3a CTOJIOM, OIVISiAbIBAsl CTAPEHBKUI JAEPEBSIHHBINA JO-
MUK, OCBEIIIa€MbI HECKOJIbKMMM CBEYKAMHU M yBELIAHHBIUA CY-
IIEHBIMU TPaBaMHu, sirofamu v rpudamu. [To yriam orpomuas na-
yTUHA, Ha MOJTy U JAaXe Ha CTOJIE MbLIb.

— IIpubGpatbcs Obl 31ech, — GopMOUy cede Mo HOC U BCTAlo
U3-3a CToJA.

— Tl Kyza 310 coOpanach? — BO3MYyIAETCss APpOH.

— Bowurbcs, uro Tebe Oymer cKydHO 6e3 MeHsI? — eXHIHO
yemexaroch 51 1 1o0asisiio: — Ceituac BepHych. K xo3s1iike ToJb-
KO CXOXY.

[Noaxoxy K HITOpKe, pa3lessioeld KOMHAThl, OTOJBUTAIO0 €€
¥ paszeBaio poT oT usymiieHus1. Ctapynika CTOMT KO MHE CIIMHOM,
MallleT pyKamH, a 1o MaJeHbKON KyXHe JIETAlOT MPOLYKTHI U I0-
cyna.

Hoxu camu Hape3aloT OBOILM, KOTOPbIE IOTOM CAMOCTOSITENTh-
HO JIOKATCSl B KACTPIOJIIO U [IEPEMELLIMBAIOTCA IPYT C ApyroM. Te-
CTO caMo cebs1 MecUT, a pblda N3BMBAeTCs, Oy/ATO B TaHIlE, cama
TpeTcs O TEPKY, 30aBIIsASICh OT Yelllyu. A TIOTOM 3Ta camasi ppida
CO CUACTJIMBOM YJIBIOKOW PaJOCTHO IPHITaeT Ha HOXK, MO3BOJISS
ceOs1 BBIITOTPOIIHTb.



YMeroT 1 yiabi0aThes peiObl, 1 elle v repej TeM, Kak MoNTr
Ha BEpHYIO cMepTh? W Ha MEHs BCe elle IEUCTBYET Ta OTPaB-
JIsoLIas MblUIblIA, BHI3BABINAS TaUTIOLUHALIIM ?

— Huxkorna Takoro He Buaena? — cMeeTcsl CTapylika, Aaxe
He 0OepHYBIIUCH HA MEHS.

Kak ona y3nana, uro s TyT croio? Priba monckazana nepen
CMEpPTHIO?

— Hukoraa, — MaMITIO 51 B OTBET.

— CKYYHO K€ BbI )KUBETE B CBOEM MUPE, — MPOTATUBAET OHA,
OynTo ¢ HOCTanbrued u yxe Oosnee Gompo crpammsaer: — Thl
YTO-TO XOTeJIa CIPOCUTH?

3aBucalo Ha HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[I, HaOmoaas 3a TeM, Kak B BO3-
JyXe TeCTO 3aIUIeTaeTCsl B KOCUYKY, MOTAIO TOJIOBOU 1 OTBEYAIO:

— Ha. {1 xotena cnpocuTh, MOTY JH 51 y Bac mpuoOpaTbcs?

— Yro, rpsa3HO 1is Te0sA? — cripaiiMBaeT ¢ HOTKOW Helo-
BOJIbCTBA.

— Her, uyto BbI! — YacTo MOTa0 rojOBOM, OYATO CTapyIKa
9T0 BUAUT. — [IpocTo X04y Bac XOTh Kak-TO OTONAroiapuTh 3a
TOCTENPUUMCTBO.

— Hy, pa3 orbnarogaputs, TOra JiaHo, — JOBOJIBHO MPOTSI-
TMBaeT oHa. — MeTria, BeJpo U TPANKHU B IIKa(uuKe BO3Je ABe-
pu. A Bony HaOepu U3 KOJOZLA 3a JOMOM.

— Xopouo, — KHBAIO {1 U CIIENLy B3ATbCA 3a JEJI0.

— A cBOEMy JIpaKOHY CKaxu, — JI00aBJIsieT OHa MHE BClIe,
— 4TOOBI 3a111e] KO MHE Ha KyxHio. [Tomornp ero HyxHa.

— OH... — X0uy cKa3aTh CTapyllIKe, 4YTO HUKAKOW OH HE MOH,



a COBCEM 4y’KOH APaKOH, HO BOBPEMsI OCTaHABJIMBAIOCh, IOTOMY
YTO el YK TOYHO HH K 4eMy Mou oObsicHeHus. — KoHeuHo, s
celvac ke ero OTIPABIIO K BaM.
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BosBpammatoch B KOMHATYIIIKY, IJie¢ B TOPAOM OJMHOYECTBE
BOCCEJAaeT JPAKOH 3a CTOJIOM. Buj y Hero takoil HeJOBOJIbHBIN,
YTO aX TOLIHO OT Hero. Ho mopa MHe yke MPUBBIKHYTh, YTO OH
BCEI/Ia CepIUT 1 HeJIOBOJIEH. AX, /1, eIlle OH MOXEeT CaMOJIOBOJIb-
HO YXMBUIATBHCS, HO Ha 3TOM Bce. U g nae mpeactaBuTh cede He
MOT'y HICKPEHHIOIO YJIBIOKY Ha ero JIuIle.

Hecnipasennmsel boru 3Toro Mupa. 3a 4to OHM NOCIAJIA MHE
Takoe HakazaHue? { u Tak nepexuia npenaTeabCTBO KeHuXa, U,
10 CMPaBEeAJIMBOCTH, MHE JIOJKHO TIOJIaraThCsl YTO-TO XOpOIIee
nocsie Takoro. Ho, yBbI, MoJTy4nsia JIniisb eie OoJibiliee Haka3a-
Hue. 1 rae xe s Tak corpermmia?

TUXOHBKO B3/BIXAI0 U OTKPHIBAIO CKPUITYUYIO IBEpIly IIKad-
yuka. JlocTaio oTTyaa KyIplii BEHUK, CTapble BOHIOUNE TPATIKUA U
MOKOPEKEHHOE METAJITMYECKOE BEJIPO.

— A 310 TeOe eme 3aueM? — C BO3MYIIEHUEM CIIPAIIUBAET
JIPaKkoH, OYJITO TO €ro KTO-TO 3aCTaBJIsIeT yOUPaTh.

— IIpuBeny 10M B IOPSIOK, TIOKA XO3sIMKa JIOOE3HO TOTOBUT
HaM YKUH, — YJbIOAI0Ch €My B OTBET, N30 BCEX CUJI CTapasich HE
s138uTh. — Kcrary, oHa 1e0s 3Bana. Eif Hy)KHA TBOSI IOMOIIT.

— Kakag takag nomonisb?

— A MHe-TO OTKyJa 3HaTh? — TMoxumMaro s rjiedamu. — Cxo-
I caM ¥ y3Hapl.

— Tloiinem nyudre otcioga, — YrpioMO OT3bIBA€TCSl OH, a s



Kayaio rojIoBOiA.

— B uem pneno, Bame BennuectBo? Bac nmpuBoauT B ykac
HEOOXOAMMOCTh UTO-TO CAeJaTh CBOUMU pykamu? §1 He yauBiie-
Ha. BOT TonbKo xouy Tebe HAaOMHHTh, YTO HaM OKa3au OO0JIb-
HIYI0 YCIIyTy, IpuioTHii. Yl Hy’)KHO XOTb YTO-TO JIaBaTh B3aMeH.

ApPpOH CMOTPHT KCTIOAJIOObSI, TOMHIUMAETCS CO CTYJIa U IH-
POKMMHU IIaraMu MUKUPYeT NMpssMo Ha MeHs. OCTaHOBUBILIUCH B
nape I11aroB, JPaKoOH TEMHOM Ty4eil HABUCAET HaJ10 MHOM U CKJIO-
HsIeTCsT OMIVIKe.

Hy BOT, B ouepesHON pa3 He yaepkana s s3bIK 32 3y0amu.
Tenepp Oy1y NOXUHATH MJIOBI.

— He HpaBuTcsi MHe 3/1€Ch, — THUXO MPOM3HOCHUT OH HaJl MOUM
yxoM. — [IpeauyBcTBUE HEXOpoliee.

— A-a-a, Hy, KOHEYHO, TOrJja HaM CPOYHO HYKHO WJITH, —
XMBIKAIO s ¥ Ccrienty Ha Bbixof. OTBOPSIIO JBEph U I0OABTISI0 Ha-
NOCJIeNIOK : — XBaTHUT MPUIYMBIBATh Hellenble OTMa3ku. iu yxe
Y TIOMOTH CTapyIIIKe.

Ha ynmie yxe o4eHb TEMHO, M TOJIBKO Oyarogapsi CBETY JIo-
MOropa sl MOTy XOTb YTO-TO pa3IJisiIETh BO ABOPE. APpPOH MpPUBS-
3aJ1 O€/IHOTO 3BEPbKA K KOJIBIIIKY 32 XBOCT, U TETIEPb HECUACTHDII
OTYAsTHHO TPETIBIXaeTcs, JKeJlasi BEpHYThCsl Ha cBooomy. M cMoT-
PUT OH Ha MEHsI TAKUM KaJIOOHBIM U BIOJHE Pa3yMHBIM B3IJIS-
JIOM, YTO 51 IPOCTO HE MOTY OCTaTbCsl PABHOIYIIIHOM.

— BenHskka, — COYYBCTBEHHO MPOTITUBAIO 51, CTABJIIO BE/I-
PO Ha 3eMJTIO U OITYCKAIOCh HA KOPTOYKH PSIZIOM CO 3BEPbKOM. —
He 6oiics1. I ocBoboxy TeOs ceituac. Tonbko Tl He yoeraid, mo-



xany#icra. [IpoBoay MeHst 10 KOJoAla U 0OpaTHO, a MOTOM HIH.
JHloroBopusuce?

MHe TO J1u MepeluTcs, TO JId JIOMOTOp B CaMOM JIejie KUBa-
€T Ha Mou cJioBa. Pajyioch TOMy, 4TO Haiia OOIIUMA SI3BIK CO
3BEpPbKOM 0€3 BCSAKOTO Cau3Ma, U OTBS3BIBAIO €T0 XBOCTHK.

He npoxoauT v napsl CEKyH, Kak CBET 3BEPbKa TYT k€ UCHa-
pSETCSl BMECTE C HUM CaMHM, U s OCTAIOCh OJJHA B KPOMEIIHOM
TEMHOTE.

— 21! Tak HeyecTHO! — pa3fgocaloOBaHHO MPOU3HOIIY 5. —
4 Benp nomorna tede, a THI. ..

Teneps 51 pacctpoeHa. Ho cama BUHOBaTa — Heuero ObLUIo BO-
oOpaxaTb, YTO JUKUI 3Bepb OyIEeT MOMOraTh MHE, KaK TOJIBKO
MOJIy4YUT KeJlaeMylo cBooony. Ho st ero Mory moHsTs — Jyuiie
YHOCUTH HOTH, TIOKa €CTh BOBMOKHOCTb, OCOOEHHO OT AppoHa.

Bepy Beapo 3a pyuky, NpUILYypPUBAIOCH, BIJISIBIBAIOCH B TEM-
HOTY, U OCTOPOXHO CTynaio Brepen. Yepe3 MUHYTY IJla3a yxe
HEMHOT'O MPUBBIKAIOT K TEMHOTE, ¥ B IOPOCJIM TPABHI 51 3aMevalo
KOJIOZEL.

HaGupaio Bony u 6pery oOpaTHO B JIOM C TSKEJIbIM BEIPOM.
Hano 6bu10 MHE AppoHa MonpocuTh HAOpaTh BOIBI, a HE CAMOM
TSKECTH Tackarh. Ho kynma tam. Hamemy kopono 3T0 He noj
CTarh.

JlpakoHa B KOMHATE HET, & HA KyXHEe TUXOHbKO MOCTYKHBAIOT
noBapeiku. HaBepHoe, Bce ke noien nomorarb. OT 3TON MbIC-
M cama ceOe yabpiOaoch U MPUHUMAIOCh 32 YOOPKY.

CHuUMaI0 NayTUHY C TOTOJKA, BBITPe0alo MbLUTbHBIE KOMKH W3-



noji MeOeM ¥ BBIMETAI0 BCIO TPsi3b U3 JOMa 3a Mopor. A 3aTeM
CMa4MBaIO TPSMKY B BOZIE ¥ IPUHMUMAIOCh MBITh IOJIBI.

— Kak ycnexu? — pazfgaercst Becesblil rojloc CTapyliky 3a
CIMHOM.

— Tlonbl MOYTH OMBLTA, — KPSAXUY $I, HEMHOTO 3aIlbIXaB-
mmck. — OCTaHeTCs TOJBKO MbLTh ¢ MeOE IPOTEPeTh, HO IS
9TOr0 MHE HY)KHA Oy/IeT YHCTast TPSATIOYKA.

— IloTtom, AeTouka, MOTOM, — OTMaxMBAaETCsl OHA. — 3aKaH-
YMBail CKOpEe C MOJIAMUA U MOM Py4YKHU. Y Hac yKe YKUH TOTOB.
Ceituac OygeM HaKpbIBaTh Ha CTOJ.

W3 kyxHu nokasbiBaetcsi AppoH. B pykax y Hero Omozo, Ko-
TOPOE OH AEPKUT MPUXBATKAMU, U C Ty0 CPHIBAETCS CMEIIOK. YK
HE lyMaJia, 4To KOrJa-HUOY/Ab YBUXKY JPAKOHA B POJIU XO3SIOII-
ku. Papryka B IBETOUEK €My TOJIBKO HE XBaTaer.

— YT0 CMeIHOro? — rpo3HO OT3bIBAETCS OH.

Ho ceituac 3710 3ByunT BOBCE HE yCTpallaiolie, a OueHb 3a0aB-
HO. Takoi KOHTPACT — IpO3HBIN, HO XO3SIUCTBEHHBIN JIPAKOH.

C rpoxoToM OH OIycKaeT OO0 Ha CTOM W IIBBIPSIET PSAOM
NIPUXBATKU:

— Uro 0 s erie XOTh pa3 TeOs MoCyIa. ..

— Bce-Bce, s1 NOMaJIKMBal0, — TUXOHBKO OT3bIBAIOCH S M €]1Ba
HE XPIOKalo, CAEPAKHBAs CMEX.

3aKkaH4YMBaIO C MOJIAMHU, OTIOJIACKUBAIO PYKH B Ta3UKe Ha KyX-
He, KOTOPbI MHE MOKa3aja CTapyllika, U WAy 3a CTOJ, KOTOpPbIi
JIOMHUTCS OT OJION: ’KapKoe U3 OBOIIEH, kapeHas pbioa, MAPOoK-
KU, COJIEHDS. . .



— M-M-M, KaK BKYCHO MaxHET, — MPOTATUBAIO 51, IOIOupast
CJIIOHKHU.

— Ky1aiite Ha 3710poBbe, FOCTH JOPOTUe, — C YJbIOKOW Mpo-
W3HOCHUT CTapyIIKa U YMUJIUTEIbHO CKJIabIBAET MOPIIMHUCTHIE
JIAJIOLIKU APYT Ha Apyra. — YK CTOJIbKO JIET KO MHE HUKTO He
3axakuBaJ, a TyT Bbl. [lopanoBanu crapymky! Emie u takue no-
morHuku! Y mpuOpanuck, U y)KUH IOMOIJIU CTOTOBUTb.

— DTO MEHbIIIEE, YTO Mbl MOXKEM CJeJIaTh 3a Ballle TOCTeNpu-
UMCTBO, — C HAOUTHIM PTOM IPOU3HOIIY 1, C AlIETUTOM TIOTJIO-
111asi TMPOXKOK.

— Camo coboii, — ycMmexaeTcs crapyiika. — Ho He nepexu-
Bail, Muias. Brl elie cMoxkere criofiHa OTONMarogapuTh MeHs..



I'nmaBa 11

[MocnenHaAs dpasza cTapylIKU peKET CIyX U 3aCTABIIAET MEHS
B3BOJIHOBAThCA. []0 3TOr0 MOMeHTa 51 Obl1a COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOM-
Ha ¥ BepuJia B MPOCTYIO U UICKPEHHIOI TOCTEIPUUMHOCTD. A Te-
nephb cJI0Ba AppoHa HEYCTaHHO KPYTATCS B MOEH roJIoBe, a HeX0-
poliiee IpeI4yBCTBIE, O KOTOPOM OH COOOLIUJI MHE paHee, Ceil-
4ac TPEBOKUT U MEHSI.

HagepHnoe, s ciuiikom BHymaemasi. CTOWIO ApakoHY 3auK-
HYTbCSl O YeM-TO JYPHOM, Kak s Hallljla IOBoJ, yOequTh cedsi B
sToM. ['mynoctu Bee 310. Hy uem Moxer ObITh OnacHa 3Ta cra-
pywka? OTKOpMHUT, a IOTOM Cama CbecT?

Ha cexyHay 3Ta MbIC/Ib MEHS BECEJIUT, HO TYT € 3aCTaBJIsIeT
MeHs 3anaHukoBarh. Cep/lie HaYMHAeT OUThCs Kak cyMaclie-
11ee, pa3roHss KPoBb IO Tey, OTYErO U roj0Ba HAYMHAET KPy-
KUTBCS.

Knany Ha Tapenky octaBIIMICS KYCOK MUPOXKKA W XBaTAKOCh
3a CTakaH C BOJOM, MbITasiCh HEMHOTO MpUiATH B yyBcTBa. Ho ¢
KaXJIOM CEKyHJOM MHE CTAaHOBUTCS BCE XYyKeE.

— AppoH, — Jierieuy $ 3aIUIETALMMCS 3bIKOM M CMOTPIO Ha
JpaKkoHa, 00pa3 KOTOPOro PacIlIbIBAETCS Tepen Ia3aMH U CTa-
HOBUTCS HEUETKUM TSI THOM.

Xouy MpOJOIKUTh peub, CKa3aTh, YTO MHE IJIOXO, HO I'yOBI HE
IIEBEJIATCS, a U3 FOPJIa BHIPHIBAETCS JIMILL HEBHATHOE MbIYAHME.
Teno MeHsI He cyImaeTcsl, I1a3a He BUAST, U JIMIIb pa3syM pado-



TaeT Ha MOJIHYIO KaTYIIKy U CXOIUT C yMa.

Yro co MHOM nipoucxogut?!

B nukoii aroHu Moe CO3HaHME MEYeTCsl B3arepTH, UILET Bbl-
XO[I. A 3aTeM U OHO Yracaer, a s IpPOBAJIMBaIOCh B 3a0BEHME.

keksk

— OvyHMHCH K€ Thl, — MPUIIYLIEHHBI W XPUILIBIM MYKCKOU
T0JIOC 3aCTaBJISIET MEHsI BBIHBIPHYTh U3 MPOIACTH.

Kaxercs, rojoc npuHajuiekUuT KakoMy-T1o crapuky. OH co-
BEpILIEHHO MHE HE3HAKOM, a 51 [IOUYEMY-TO TSHYCh K HEMY, KaK K
YeMy-TO POIHOMY, HO JIaBHO 3a0BITOMY.

Eliie He OTKPBIB 171432, 51 TAHY PyKH BIIEpe]] HABCTpeuy rojiocy,
HO BBIXO/IUT NIOUIEBEJIUTD JIUIIIb Nanbiuamu. Ceiluac s 4yBCTBYIO
CBOE TeJI0, HO OHO Oy/ITO CKOBaHO 4eM-To. C ychiiiem pasJervisiio
I71a3a, HO TsIKeJIble BEKU OITyCKaloTCsl CHOBA U CHOBA.

— JIuza! JlemoHBI TeOs mofepu, OTKPOM ThI yxke Tiazal —
HE3HaKOMell 30BET MEHs N0 UMEHH, a, 3HAYUT, HE TaKOU YK OH
Y He3HaKOMell.

Ho ero rpybast Marepa oOIIeH!sI HUKaK He BBI3bIBAET Y MEHS
KEJIAaHUSI BBITOJHSATD €ro MpochOy.

— Jla He OecroKo# Thl IEBOYKY HAIIPACHO, — 3BOHKUU [IEBU-
YUl TOJIOCOK 3aCTaBJIsIET MOE Cep/lie MOANPLITHYTh B IPyId. —
Omna Te0e Bce paBHO He MOMOXKET HIUUYEM.

4 moutym yBepeHa, 4To CIIbIIILY ceifuac CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN ro-
soc! Ho pa3Be Takoe Bo3MoxkHO? { Benp Monmuy ceitvac. Onpe-
JIEJIEHHO TOYHO MOJT4Y !

— Tw1, crapas kapra! HemennenHo Bepau Bee Kak Opu10! MHa-



4ye CUJIBHO MOXaJseellb! — BBIPYTMBAETCS CTAapblii MyX4YMHA U
3aKalllJIMBACTCA.

— He cmen Tak roBOpUTH C HEW, NapimBel]! — HU3KUU U Tpy-
OBIi TOJIOC MPOKATHIBAETCS JIEJSHOM JJABUHOM MO KOXE.

910 AppoH!

— AppOH, NOMOIH, — HIENYy S HE CBOMM TOJIOCOM, a Ka-
KMM-TO CTAPYECKUM U CKPUITYUUM.

M 310 OKOHYATENBHO MOBEPracT MEHs B ILIOK, 3aCTaBJISET B
y’ace pacrnaxHyThb IJ1a3a U YBUAETb TAKOE, YTO U B CAMOM CTpall-
HOM CHE HE ITPUCHUTCH.

Bo Bce maza taparych Ha camy ceOsi. Her, He Ha cobcTBeH-
HOE OTpaXeHME B 3epKaJie. Sl BUKY CBOIO TOUHYIO KOIMIO ITPSAMO
nocpeny koMHatel! Ta jxe ogex/a, To ke JIMIO, Te ke BOJIOCHI. . .

B nosHOM HENMOHMMAHMM A OMYCKAlo B3MJIAA U BUXKY, YTO
IIPUBS3aHa TOJICTBIMU BEPEBKAMU K CTYJy, U PYKH 3aBSI3aHbI 32
cnivHou. M ofexia Teneps Ha MHe Apyras, Kakas-To crapas Io-
cepeBILasl.

— APppOH, YTO 3TO 3HAYUAT? — BCKHUJBIBAIO WCITyTaHHBIN
B3[JISAJ1 HA IPAKOHA, CTOSIIIIETO PAAOM C MOEU Konueu. — Y MeHs
CHOBa raJulloLHaLUN ?

W He ycrieBaio s OMYyYUTh OTBET, KAK MOsI OJM3HSAIIKA Opo-
caeTcs Ha e K AppOHY U CTPACTHO BIMBAETCS B €ro ryOsbl, a
OH OXOTHO OTBEYaeT Ha ee nouesnyi. M tenepp s OKOHYATEIBHO
NIepeCTal0 IOHUMAaThb, YTO 3[€Ch IIPOUCXOANT.

— A s roBOpHJI TEOE, UTO HAI0 YXOOUTh OTCIONA, — CJIBIIIUTCS
TOJIOC ITPECTAPENIOTO MYKYHHBI 32 CIMHOM.



Pe3ko 06opaunBaioCch W YIJIOM 3peHust BUKY OECIIOMOIIHOTO
CTapyvKa B MHBJIMJHOM KOJISCKE.

— MBI pa3Be 3HAKOMBI? — U3YMJIEHHO CIIPAILUBAIO I, XOTS
3TO HAMMEHEE YAUBUTEIBHOE U3 BCETO MPOUCXOISILETO.

— becronoub, — ckpunur crapuk. — IT0 g, AppOH.

— Yt0? Kak Tbl MOT Tak nmocraperb?

— OH He nocTapeJi, — CJbIILy COOCTBEHHbIH I'OJIOC CO CTOPO-
HBI U IEPEBOXKY B3MJIsAL HA CBOIO KOMUIO. — ThI %€ XOTes1a OTILIa-
TUTb MHE 32 TOCTEPUUMCTBO. BOT 51 1 mpuHsiia Bail jgap.

— 41 He noHumal, — MoTal rojaoBou. — Yro BBl caenamm?
[ToyeMy Bbl BBITJISIIMTE TaK K€, KaK U 517

— Her-Her, s Oosbllie He BBIIVISKY, KaK Thl, — YCMEXaeTcs
CTapyIKa B MOeM OOJIMYuH, OepeT U3 KOMOJIa CTapoe 3arlblIiB-
IIeecst 3epKajio ¥ IOQHOCUT €ro K MoeMy JIiry. — MBI ¢ ToOOi
COBCEM pa3HbIE.

BckpukuBaio To M OT yxaca, TO JId OT HEOKUIaHHOCTH, T10-
TOMY 4YTO B OTPak€HUU BHIKY BOBCE He cebsl, a CTapyxy, KOTO-
pas Hac npuioTwiIa. M TONbKO cenvac 10 MEHS HAYMHAET JOXO-
JUTh: OHA HE CKONKpPOBaJa MOIO BHEIHOCTh. OHa NMOMEHsIach
co mHoM Tenamu! U 1o e camoe cenana ¢ AppoHOM, OTJaB €ro
TEJIO KAKOMY-TO Jeay !

— Crapas Kapra, BEpHHU Bce 00paTHO! — KPUUHT CTapuK-Ap-
POH 3a CIIMHOM U KaluisieT. — A He TO ...

— Yt0? YTO THI CAETaEHIL? — yCMEXAETCs CTapasl BeJbMa B
MoeM 0O0urK. — Thl COBEpITIEHHO OeCITOMOIIHBIN ¥ HUYEro He
CMOJKeIlIb cienarh. TeOs qake MpUBSI3bIBATH HE HAJIO.



— Tebe 3710 ¢ pyK He COMAET, — CKPUITUT OH.

— Enie kak conzier, — ¢ caMOAOBOJIBHOU YXMBLIIKOW OTBEYAET
BembMa. — CKOpo Bac 000MX He CTaHET, HY’KHO TOJIBKO YyTOUKY
noaoxaare. Ho He paccrpanBaiitech, Ballld IPEKPACHBIE U MO-
JIoZIble TeJia MPOXKUBYT €1Ie JOITYI0-A0JIYIO KU3Hb U MOCTY:KaT
HaM C IOJIb30M.

Henacrosiimue Appon u JIuza cHOBa CIIMBAIOTCS B OEIIEHOM
nonenye, JIaCKaloT Ipyr Apyra, TOTOBbIE MPSIMO 3[1eCh COPOCUTD
c ce0Osl OfIeK/1y U 3aHATHCSI YeM-TO HEMPUCTOMHBIM IMPSIMO Y HAC
Ha IJla3ax.

OTBOXY B3IVIS], HE KeJlask CMOTPETh Ha 3TOT CTHI[.

Kakoii kommap. Masio Toro, 4to 3T0 U TaK 3a PaHbIO TPUJIH-
Yusl, TAK 3TO €lle U IPOUCXOAUT C MOMM TeJIoM !

— TMocTpiguuch Obl, — CKPUITUT APPOH 32 MOEH CIIUHOM.

— On, npoctute, — € NPUABIXaHUEM OT3bIBACTCS BEAbMA,
npepsiBast nouesyd. — Mbl HEHa10JITO BaCc OCTaBUM, HO MIOTOM
HEMPEMEHHO MTPOIOJIKUM.

C 3TMMU c1oBamMM IIApOYKa 3aBaJIMBACTCA B CMAJIBHIO, CKPbI-
BasICh 3a cTapoil mropkoid. Ho He n30apiisieT HaC OT 3BYKOB CBO-
€l MOXOTH.

— Owmep3uTeNnbHO, — OT3BIBAIOCH 51, BCE elle MpedbiBast Mo
BIEYATIICHUEM OT YBUIEHHOTO, HO OBICTPO TPHXOXKY B ceOs U
MIOHMMAIO, YTO HY’KHO CPOYHO YTO-TO NMPEANPUHATh. — APPOH,
CKOpee, pa3BsiKy MeH:!

— Tol u3aeBaeIbea? — XpUIAT OH. — Y MEHS HU PYKH, HU
HOI'M HE IIEBEJIATC.



— A y MeHd cBs3aHbl! — 1Ien4yy B oT4yagHUM. — Y10 Ham
JienaTh?

— Cawma 3axotena ciofa npuidTi. BoT Tenepb cama u perrai,
YTO JIeJIaTh, — XMBIKAET OH.

— Cepbe3no? Thl cuMTaelib, 4YT0 cerlvyac MOAXOASANIUN MO-
MEHT JIJII TOro, YTOOBI COPEBHOBAThCS B si3BUTENbHOCTH? Ham
cracarbCsl Hajlo, MOKa ele kuBbl! BKioyail rosoBy, moka He
O3IHO!

[ToBucaer TuIMHA, HapyIIaeMasl JIUIIb 3ByKaMU TOIIEeyeB U
B370XaMH, JOHOCSIIUMHUCS U3 COCEeTHEe KOMHATEHI.

— Thl ceifuac B Tesie BebMbl, — HAKOHEIl, TPOU3HOCUT Ap-
poH. — 3HauuT, y TeOs1 ecTh ee criocoOHoCTH. Mcnonb3yi maruto,
YTOOBI pa3Bs3aTh ceOsl.

— Kak?! Kak 310 cnenats? { ke He ymero!

— Jla xBatut npuunrtath! Codepuch! OTKIIIOUM CBOIO OECTON-
KOBYIO TOJIOBY Y TIO3BOJIb TEJIy CAaMOMY BC€ CeJIaTh.

Hla 4aro 3a 6pen? Kak MOXHO 4TO-TO ClesiaTh, OTKJIIOUUB I'O-
JoBy?!



I'maBa 12

Korma-to B feTcTBe s cripammBaia namy, Kak OH Tak ObICTPO
3aChITIaeT: eBa OH YCIIeBaJl KOCHYThCS MOMYIIKH, KaK Xparl yKe
CTOsIT Ha BCIO KBapTupy. Ml OH MHe Toraa OTBETHII, YTO HYKHO
MPOCTO HU O YeM He [yMarh.

M s HEOMHOKpATHO TMHITANach TOCIENOBaTh ero coery. U
MaKCHMYM, YTO y MEeHSI [OJIy9aJioCh, TAK 9TO JyMaTh O TOM, UTO 51
HH O YeM He J[yMalo, YTO TOXe HMKAK He CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO OBICT-
pPOMY 3aCHITIAHMIO.

Ho B OCHOBHOM MBIC/IM CaMH 3aI0JI3aId KO MHE B TOJIOBY, U
s IaKe He cpa3y 3ameyvalia, Kak ¢ yIoeHUeM HauMHaIa Pa3MBbIII-
JISATH O MPOIIEIIEM JHE, O TOM, YTO CAENAI0 3aBTPa, WM BOBCE
BOoOOpaxasia ce0s1 Kakor-HUOY/Ib BOJIIIEOHUIIEH.

[NoceHee MPOMCXOAMIIO Yalle BCEero, Belb B JETCTBE S TaK
MoOUIa ceprai Mmpo Tpex JAOOPHIX BebM, KOTOPbIE 3alllUIIaIA
MUp OT 371a. MBI Jaxe ¢ MOApPYXKKaMH YCTpauBaId POJICBIE WT-
PBI IO MOTHMIBaM TOT'O Cepraia, Oerajiu 1Mo ABOPY ¥ U3TOHSLIH Jie-
MOHOB, KOTOPHIMH y HAC ObUTH BpPeIHbIE MAIBUMIIKH TTOMJIAIIe
Hac.

Ho Bemp B BOOOpakeHMH BCE TOPa3n0 MHTEPECHEE, peau-
CTUYHee, Kak Obl MapaJoKCaIbHO TO HU 3By4Yasio. Y MOCKOIbKY
s TaK ¥ He HayYMJIach MOJIb30BAThCS MATMHBIM COBETOM, TO U OT-
KJIIOUMTH TOJIOBY, KaK MHE cefiuac ckaszal AppoH, s TPOCTO He
Mory. MoxeT, MyKYHHBI Ha TAKOE ¥ CIIOCOOHBI, & B JKEHCKOM TO-



JIOBE TIOTOK MBICTIel Beerna Ober KiouoM. Y moatomy s periato
CHIENaTh TO, YTO y MEHS MOIYYaJIOCh JIyYllle BCEro — rnodaHra-
3UPOBATh.

3akpbIBalo I71a3a, CTapaloch YBUAETh ceOsi CO CTOPOHBI U Mpe/I-
CTaBJISIIO, KaK Tyrasi BepeBKa OyATO OKMBAeT M HAYMHAET U3BU-
BaThCs, CJIOBHO 3Mesi. OHa ocnalisieT Tyrue y3Jibl, paciyThiBa-
€TCs M MaJIaeT Ha MoJl.

Ho noka 370 Toj1bk0 B MOEM BOOOpakeHUH. 3aTO B peabHO-
CTHU 51 UYyBCTBYIO, YTO MO€ TeJIO YK€ HE TaK CUJIbHO CIAaBJIEHO, Kak
MIpEXIE.

— V Tebs nonmyvaercs, — Iemyer AppoH, yoexaast MeHs B
TOM, YTO MHE 3TO BOBCE HE MOKA3aJIOCh.

Cepauie HaunHaeT OUThCA vare. Sl He Bepwiia, 4TO y MeHsI
XOTh YTO-TO BBIMAET, HO OYE€Hb HAJESIIACh, BEb OT STOTO 3aBU-
CUT MO# 5KU3Hb. 1 XOTh HE3HAYMTELHBIN, HO BCE KE YCIIEX, 1AET
HACTOSIIIYIO BEPY B COOCTBEHHbIE CUJIBL.

W 51 cHOBa MPOKpPYyYMBaIO B CBOEH IOJIOBE TY k€ KAPTUHY, YTO
MpeacTaBiisia B nepBbid pa3. C KakI0W CEKYHIOW HATSKEHUE
BEPEeBKHM cyiabeeT, M BOT OHa IITYMHO TajgaeT Ha noit. [Ipsvo kak
¥ B MOEM BOOOPakKEHUH.

BhICTpO BCKakMBaIo €O CTYy/1a U Mog0eraio K HEeMOIIHOMY CTa-
PUKY, B T€JIe KOTOPOrO ceryac 3aneptT AppoH. XBaralch 3a pyd-
KM KOJISICKU M C CUJIOW TOJIKAIO €€ K BBIXOAY U3 JIOMA.

Yro Ham ocraetcs nenarsb? Toiabko Oexars.

— Kyzaa Tl MeHs KaTuib? — Bo3MmyInaercs oH. — OcraHo-
BHUCB!



— Xouellb, YTOObl HAC YOMIIU? — IIUIUII0 Y HETO HaJl YXOM.
— Hano yHOCUTB HOTM, ITOKa HE MO3AHO!

— Tht uTO, coBCcem OonbHas! I uuBanua! He mory s Hu4ero
yHocuTh! M He X0uy, — OH OT4asiHHO MoTaeT rojopor. — Cre-
Jail 9TO-HUOY/Ib, TIPOIILY. Sl He MOTY OCTaThCSI B 9TOM TeJle.

B aTOM OH mpaB. {1 Toke coBceM He X0uy ObITh CTapOil Be/ib-
moii. Ho kak ObITh?

— JlagHo, — BoIgpIXaw 1. — Yrto Hamo caenath? Kak Ham
MTOMEHSATBHCA TENAMHU?

— OHa noamelnana 3ejbe B €1y. 3Ha4uT, HY’KHO IPOCTO Ha-
KOPMUTb UX TOM €JI0M.

— IlpocTo... — HepBHO ycMexaroch 1. — A Thl yBEPEH, UTO
B €]y, a He B Boa1y?

— Touno! Tel mpaBa. Bot, cMoTpu, — OH Opocaet B3rIsA] HA
croin. — MpI ¢ TOOOI MUK BOMy, a y cTapyxu B Ookaje Oypas
Kuakoctb. OHa ellle roOBOpUJIa, YTO 3TO €€ JIEKApCTBO. A s, Uu-
OT, Cpa3y He JI0rajlajicsi, YTO OHA YTO-TO 3aAyMaJia.

— 3HauWT, UM HYKHO JaTh BOIY M3 HAIUX OOKAJIOB, a HaM
BBIIUTb OypyI0 KUKY?

— 51 He yBepeH, — HepeluTesbHO oTBevaeT oH. — Ho ckopee
BCEIO TaK.

— Jlagno, ¢ aTuM pazoOpasuchk. Ho kak MHe 310 cnenars? C
COOOM-TO 51 CIIPABJIOCh, HO C TOOOM. .. — 3alyMUUBO HPOTATU-
Bato s1. — Kak mHe Te0s1 06e3BpenuTh? Hukakas BepeBka TeOs
HE yIepkuT. MoxeT, CKOBOPOAKOM MO T'OJIOBE yAAPUTh?

— Cebe cKOBOPOIKOW O TOJIOBe Oell, — XMbikaeT oH. — Ho



3TO BCE PABHO HE MTOMOKET.

— Jla 4To ke HaMm Torja AesaTh? — Ha SMOLMSAX BCILIECKMBAIO
pPYKaMHM U CIIy4YaitHO 3aJeBalo CTYJI, KOTOPbII C FPOXOTOM MajaeT
Ha MOJI.

— Y10 BBI TaM Jies1aeTe? — B3BU3IMBAET CTApyXa MOUM TOJIO-
COM, U 51 B Y’)Kace 3aCThIBAIO, PA3MBILLUISS O TOM, YTO K€ MHE Te-
nepb Jesarh.

TyT e CIBIIUTCS CKPUIT KPOBATH, OBICTPBII TOMOT HOT, U U3-
3a IITOPKU MOSIBJISAIOCH 5. BepHee He s, a cTapyxa B MOEM TeJe,
IIPUKPBITAsA OJHOM JIUIIb IIPOCTBIHKOM.

Hey:xenu nmpoBasi, 1 Mbl OOpeYeHbl OCTaTbCsl B ITUX TeJlax ?

JInp ycnieBaio nmogymaTh O TOM, YTO HYXKHO IOCKOpee 3a-
KPBITh €11 POT, KaK TOJICTasl BEPEBKA TYT K€ B3MbIBAET B BO3AYX
¥ 32 CEKYH/Ty OOBSI3bIBAET TEJIO BEIbMBI, & 320[JHO U 3aThIKAET e
pOT.

Mennuth Tenepb Hesb3s, U 51 OIHUM IPbIKKOM MOJCKaKMBaIO
K CTOJTy, OTXJIEOBIBAIO OypYIO KUKy M B3SMAXOM PYKH OTIIPABJISIO
CTaKaH ¢ BOJIOH K BeAbMe. Bojia 0:)xuBaer, BO3yIIHBIM ITy3bIpEM
B3MbIBA€T B BO3/YX M MPOCAYMBAETCS CKBO3b BEPEBKY B POT U
HOC BEJIbMbl, IOKa OHA MbIUUT U JIEPraeTcs, NbITAsICh BbIPBAThCSI.

Ho TyT oHa HauMHaeT TepsATh paBHOBECHUE, U 51 €Ba YCIIEBAIO
nondexarhb K Hel, YToObI pUIepKaTh, HO TIAAI0 Ha MO CIEA0M
3a HeW.

Hacrynaer tpeBoxHas TeMHoTta. Ho ceituac 51 3Haio, 4To MHE
IIPOCTO HEOOXOIMMO IMOCKOPEE U3 OUHYTHCS, U S HACUJTY pasJier-
JISTIO TJ1a3a, a 3aTeM BBIOMPAIOCh M3-TIOJ CISIIEH CTapYIIKH.



— Arara, 4yto TaM Takoe? HyxHa noMoIip? — CIbIINATCA TO-
JIOC U3 CHAJIBHU, U yKaC OXBAThIBAET MEHS.

Yepr. Tonbko 3TOro ceyac He XBarao.

— Bce B nopsiike, — BBIKPUKHUBAIO $, NIOIMYTHO OTTACKUBAS
CTapyxy K CTYJly U IPUBSI3bIBasi €€ BEPEBKOU K HEMY.

Haponro Mmue ee He yumepxkarh Tak. HyxHO ckopee BbI3BO-
7T AppoHa U3 yyxoro Tena. Ilogxoxy kK Hemy, MOIpaBiss
NPOCTBIHb Ha CBOEM OOHaxkeHHOM Tejie. [Ipokiisitas moXoT/u-
Bas OaOka! Hanetoch, oHa He ycrielia JIMIIUTh MeHsI HeBUHHOCTH.
Bynb oHa ymHee, cHavasia Obl pa3oOpasiach C HAMH, a TIOTOM yxke
npuaaBaiack Obl yrexam. Ho MHe Bce ke okaszajiach Ha pyky ee
OIPOMETYUBOCTb.

HamauBaio crapuka-AppoHa OypbIM HamUuTKOM. BOT TOJIBKO
KaK Terepb HalloOMTh MYKUMHY B €ro Teje, €Cld Maruv y MeHs
6osbiiie Het? [lpuaercs u Aasnblie NPUTBOPSATLCS €ro CTapyXxoun
paau criaceHusl.

Bepy crakan ¢ Bogoil AppoHa, Mpsidy ero 3a CIMHOW U CIie-
11y B criasibHio. [Ipoxoxy no y3koMy KOpu0py, BIOJIb KOTOPOro
CTOSIT IIKa(bl, 3aBOPAUMBAIO 32 YTOJ U 3aMUPAI0 C PACKPHITHIM
pTOM, BU/Isl OOHAKEHHOTO AppOHa Ha MOCTENIU U BHYIITUTE/IbHbIS
pa3Mepsl €ro. .. MBIIIIL.

KpoBb MOMEHTaJIbHO MPWIIMBAET K IIEKaM, U 51 €/1Ba CIEPKU-
BalOCh, YTOOBI He oTBecTH B3MIsAA. Crapyxa Arara Bpsia Jid Obl
TaK MOCTYIWJIA.

— Hy ke, nau ko MHe, Mos1 KoposnieBa. COpachiBaii ¢ ceOst 3Ty
TPSINKY, — BOPKYET CTApblil XPbIU B TeJie AppOHa, a Y MEHsI TOIII-



HOTA K TOpJ1y MOJIKATHIBAET.

— A y MeHs i 1e0s1 eCTh CIOPIPH3, — C HATSIHYTOM YJIBIO-
KOU MPOU3HOIITY 51 ¥ OOJIM3BIBAIO TIEPECOXIIINE TYObI, CTapaTesib-
HO Urpasi CBOI0 pojib. — 3aKpou I71a3a U OTKPOM POT.

— Ilotom naBaii clopripusbl. Ceituac xouy TeOs1, — OTMaxH-
BAETCS OH U TSHETCSI KO MHE, HO 51 OTIIAThIBAIOCh HA3a]l.

— MeHsI oTy4HIlb TONBKO TMOCTIE CIOPIPU3a, — HACTauBalo
1 C JIyKaBbIM MPUIIYpOM. — YBepsito, TeOe MOHPABUTCS.

— JlanHo, — JyKaBO yXMbUISIETCS MY>KUMHA, 3aK PbIBAET I71a3a
Y OTKPBIBAET POT, KAK 5 €r0 U MOMPOCHUIIA.

TopomIMBO caxxych C HUM PsIIOM Ha MOCTENb U BIMBAIO BOLY
B €I'0 IJIOTKY.

— Yr10 3T0? — 3aKalUIABIINUCH, CIIPAIIIMBAET OH.

— 310 3enbe. 17151 OONMBIIEro yIoBOIbCTBHUS, — MPOU3HOIITY
nepBoe, YTO MPUXOIUT B TOJIOBY, & Yepe3 MIHOBEHUE OH Opoca-
€T MEHs Ha TIOCTeJlb, PACMIaXUBAET MTPOCTBIHKY, OOHAKAsl MOE Te-
JI0, ¥ HaBaJIMBaeTcs cBepxy. — JlaBail yxe MpUCTyNnuM. XBaTUT
MIPeJIIoINiA, — BBIIBIXA€T OH, C CUJIOW pa3[BUrasi MHE HOTH, a i
B y’)Kace BCKPUKUBAIO U MTUXAI0 €ro B TPy/lb, OTUASHHO XkeJjasi OT-
CTPAHUTHCA.

— OCTaHOBHCBH! — KpHU4y CEBILIMM I'OJIOCOM, U B 3TOT K€ MUT
IIXPOKOE MYKCKOE TeJIO MaJJaeT Ha MEHs U NPUAaBINBAET BCEM
BECOM, YTO U BJIOXHYTh TSIKEJIO.

OH 0e3 co3HaHMsl, a y MeHs MPOCTO CUJT HE XBAaTHUT ero cOpo-
cuth ¢ cebs. Ho nyunie yx Tak, 4em JIMIIUTHCS HEBUHHOCTU
HETOHSITHO C KEM.



Bce eme otyassHHO OapaxTaloch, IMBITAsCh BBIOPAThCS, Kak
JpaKkoH HAYMHAET MPUXOUTH B CeOsl.

— APppOH, 3TO TbI? — OCTOPOKHO CIPAIIMBAIO I, ONACASCH,
YTO HUYETO HE BBIIUIO, U 3TO NO-IPEKHEMY CTapUK.

— A TBI KOIo *kJ1aja? — XMBIKAeT OH Y NPUNIOAHUMAETCH Ha
JIOKTSIX, HaBKcasl HajJl0 MHOH M, HAaKOHEll, MO3BOJIsASI BAOXHYTb
TIOJTHOU I'PYbIO.

Ha mraoBenue 3aBucaio, OyATO 3arMMHOTU3MPOBAHHASA, U Ta-
partych Ha ero ryObl. [Toka Ha MeHsI IOKyIIaJcsl TOT CTApUK B
Tesie AppOHa, sl He UCTIBIThIBAJIa HUYEr0, KpOME OTBpPAIEHUS U
crpaxa. Ho ceiuac... Celluac BHyTpU BCce MEpEBOPAUYMBAETCS U
NbUIAET OT BHE3AIMHOTO U HEOOBSCHUMOTO KeJIaHUs.

— A 3TU 1BO€ BPEMEHU HE TEPSJIM, — YXMBUIAETCA APPOH,
nIepeBOIs1 B3IJISI C MOETO JIMIa Ha OOHAXKEHHOE TeJO.

— He cmeii cMoTpeTh! — HMIMILTIO 5, CIIEIIHO HAKPbIBasi TPYAb
MIPOCTHIHEN, W 3aJIMBalOCh Kpackor. — OpeBarics ckopee u Oe-
JKUM, TIOKa OHU HE MPOCHYJIUCH !

— 7Kanp, — yXMbIJIKa He criajaeT ¢ ero Juma. — A s Obl mpo-
JOJIKUJI TO, UTO OHU He Yycriesin 3akoHuuTb. Ho Thl paBa. Jlyurie
OTJIOKUTH 3TO Ha OoJiee MOAXOsIIee BpeMsl.

— W He meuTaii! — bIpKalo 51, BCKAKUBas C TIOCTEH.

Bor 310 camoyBepenHocTs! C uero BooOIIe pemui, 4To Mo-
Jy4uT MeHs1? §l faBHO MpUHsIa pellieHre, YTO TOJIBLKO MYKY MO-
JIapio CBOE TeJIo, a 3aMy’K 3a JIpaKOHa 51 ONpelesIeHHO He cOOu-
paioch.

BoT TONBKO MOM MPUHLMIIBI TEPSIIOT CUJTY, KOraa AppoH psi-



oM. B 3T MOMEHTBI kelaHue OJIM30CTH JIMIIAeT BCAKOTO pac-
cynka. 5 Oyaro 3a0bIBaloCh U He TPUHAJITIeKY ceOe B 3T MOMEH-
THI.

Mosker, OH BO3JENCTBYeT Ha MeHs Marveu? Eciau Tak, TO
OYEHb HA/ICI0Ch, YTO OH HE 3aCTABUT MEHSI COBEPILIUTD IIIYTIOCTb,
0 KOTOPOM $1 MOTOM MOKAJIEIO. . .



I'nmaBa 13

BbickakyBaeM 13 NMPOKJIATON U30yIIKK, 1 APPOH OIJIsi/IbIBa-
ercsl 10 CTOPOHAM:

— Jemonst! Jltomorop cOexal.

— He cbexa. DT1o s ero oTmycrusia, — BUHOBATO MSMJIIO 5.

— Ornyctuina? — UEeQUT OH CKBO3b 3yObl, XBaTaeT MEHS 3a
PYKY Y TaImuT 3a coboil. — U 4to Mbl Teneps aenars Oyaem?

— Cnpasumces. Hy, He Moria 1 cMOTpeTh Ha ero Mmy4enust! —
OTBevalo s, yrornas 60CBIMU HOraMH B KOJTIIOYEH U I'yCTOH TpaBe.

Carioru cBoM 51 Tak M He HalllIa, JJa U He ObUIO BPEMEHH Ha
MOMCKH, BOT U ToIUIa OOCUKOM. XOpOIIIO XOTh BEIbMa IUIAThe
MO€ HHKY/a He MOfIeBaia, a TO MPHUIIIOCH Obl Ceivac IerosTh
B OJJHOM IPOCTHIHE.

Jlo paccera enie fjajneko, BOKpYr HenporisaaHasa tema. U ceii-
Yac s MPEeKpacHO MOHUMAI0 HEJOBOJIbCTBO AppoHa. OH noimait
3Bepsl, YTOOBI HE TOJIBKO BUIETH My Th Briepeun ceOsi, HO ¥ 3alllu-
IIaThCSA OT HOUHBIX MOHCTPOB, O KOTOPBIX OH roBopui. U, na, s
NIOCTYIIHJIA OIIPOMETYMBO, OTITYCTUB 3Bepbka. Ho B TOT MOMEHT
S ¥ HE lyMaJla, YTO HaM MPUJETCS BbIABUTaThCS B MyTh IOCPEAU
HOYH.

Jlenaro ouepeHOM 1ar ¥ BAPYT ¢ CUJION YIApSIOCh MalblaMu
0 YTO-TO OCTPOE U TBEPHOE, A TAK, YTO UCKPHI JIETAT U3 IJIa3.

— Ali! — BCKPUKHBAIO 51 OT OOJIM U OCTAaHABJIMBAIOCh, KPEIKO
CKHMMasi JaJOHb AppoHa.



— B yem pgeno?

— VYnmapwiachk, — LEXKY CKBO3b CKaTble 4eaocTi. — OYeHb
OO0JIBHO.

— A 3Haelllb, MoYeMy TaK MPOU30LLI0? — SA3BUTENBHO CIpa-
IIMBAET OH U CaM ke OTBeYaeT Ha cBoil Borpoc: — [loTtomy uTo
HaJ0 ObLIO MOAYMAaTh O TOM, KaK OyJelb WATH MOCPEer HOUH,
MIpesk/ie YeM OTIyCKaTh JIIOMOropa Ha CBOOO/Y.

— Jla XxBaTuT y*)e! — BCKPUKUBAIO 51, OTAECPrUBaI0 PyKy U 3a-
KPBIBAIO JIAJIOHSIMU JIUIIO, HE CIEPKUBAs Clie3 OT OO U OOUIBL.
— U 6e3 Teds 3HaI0, 4TO c/esana HaM Xyxe!

Monuanue. AppoH OoJibllie He TIHITAeTCSl MEHsI JOOUTh OCT-
PbIMU CJIOBAMH, YeMy s JJaKe yAUBJIeHa. A BMECTO TOr0 OH 00-
HUMAaeT MeHs1 ¥ IPUKUMAET K CBOEU Ipyau:

— Bce. He mu1aup, — THXO OT3BIBAETCA OH, OTYETO S HAYMHAIO
pbLIATh MYIIE MPEkKHEro.

U1 nouemy cioBa, NMpU3BaHHbIE YCIIOKOUTH, BCerja cpadarhl-
BaIOT B 0OpaTHOM HaIlpaBJIeHUM?

AppOH OTCTpaHsIeTCsl U PEe3KUM JIBUKEHUEM IOJXBATHIBAET
MeHS Ha PyKU:

— 4 nonHecy Te0s1, TOJILKO HE PEBU.

Cepaiie noanpbiruBaeT B rpyu, a apoMar KOKH JApaKkoHa 3a-
noyiHsieT Ho3apu. Ho oH Oy/ATO i1, TMIAIONII 3IpaBOTO PacCy/-
Ka. I MHe HENPEMEHHO HYKHO JIEPKaThCsl MOAAJIBIIIE.

— He HyHO HecTH, — XJIIOIAI0 HOCOM U CMOTPIO Ha JIpaKoHa,
TepssICh MOJl €ro MPUCTATbHBIM B3IJIA0M. — $ yKe Bce, ycIo-
KOMJIACh U MOTY UJTH CaMa.



— He moxelib Tbl HU4ero, — XpUILIO OT3bIBaeTcsi OH. — Elie
rojioBy cebe pacimmoOerb. A OHO MHE HaJo?

N mHe oHO He Hazio, KoHeyHo. Ho BuceTh Ha 1iee y AppoHa
JUIS MEHsI He JTy4Ilii BapuaHT. BoT u mpsimo ceiyac s yxe Jy-
Malo O TOM, KaK CHJIBHO XO4y ero nouenosarts. He riynocts nu?

Her, tak He nonzaer. Hano nockopee OTIMITHYTh OT HETO.

— A ecyu THI caMm crioTkHenbesi? Torga Mbl 006a ynagem, —
MIPOJIOJIKAIO 51 M HEJIETIO JIPBITaloCh y HEro Ha pyKax, Tpeoys OITy-
CTUTh MEHSI Ha 3eMJIIO.

— ¥V MeHs BCe OTVIMYHO C KOOPAWHALIUEW, B OTIIMYHE OT HEKO-

TOPBIX, — XMBIKaeT OH U BCTPSIXMBaeT MeHsl, MPUKUMasl elle
kpenue. — Tak 4TO mpocTo paccnadbCsi U MOMyYald YIOBOJIb-
CTBUE.

— Jla KaK 51 MOTy pacciaOuThCs, KOTja. . .

— W nmomomuats Tebe Toxke He MoMeIaeT, — nepeduBaeT Me-
Hs1 AppOH, BHOBb I11arasi Bepe.

— BeuHo ThlI 3aTHIKaeIb MHE POT, — OOMKEHHO (PBIPKAIO S U
OTBOPAYMBAIO JIMILIO TaK, YTOOBI HE YTHIKATHCSI HOCOM B MYKCKYIO
TpYy/ab.

— A Tbl BEUHO OOJITaelIb.

— A Tbl YTO, MOJIYMIIIL BCE BPEMsI? — pa3gpaxarch OT €ro
3aMevyaHusl.

ApPOH 1IOKaeT SI3bIKOM U TIPOU3HOCHT:

— 4 ¢ ynoBonbCTBUEM MTOMOJTUY, €CJIU He MPUETCs Tede OT-
BEYATh.

— O#, 3Haemb, uto? $1 BoooOI1e Ooblne pa3sroBapuBarh ¢ TO-



6011 He Oyay. OOBABIAI0 OOMKOT! — pEeMTEHHO 3asIBIISIO EMY.

— CnaBa boram, — ¢ o0OsieryeHreM BbIIBIXaeT OH. — XOTh
OJIHA XOPOIIasi HOBOCTh 34 CETOIHSI.

CHoBa OH 3aTKHYJ MeHs 3a mosic. I Tak XoueTcsi OTBETUTh
YTO-HHOY/Ib IAKOE, HO s IEPKYCh 13 TIoCIeAHUX cril. OObsIBIIIA
ke OOMKOT, a CBOE CJIOBO HAJIO CHIEPKUBATb.

APppOH CTpeMUTENILHO UIET BIEepel, a MOJl ero HoraMH IeJie-
ctut TpaBa. Houb KakeTcs Takoill CHIOKOMHOM U TUXOM, UTO £ J1a-
JKe U He 3Hal0, Yero MOKHO OOSIThCSI.

Ho BHe3anHO TUIIMHY pa3pbiBaeT CTPAIIHOE PblYaHUE, 3BY-
yairee rje-To Brepeau. U naxe AppoH HACTOpaXUBAETCs, OCTa-
HABJIMBAasICh HA MeCTe. A ellle Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE Pa3/1aeTcsi TPOM-
KW IIeJIeCT PSIIOM C HaMU, U 1 UHCTUHKTUBHO TIPYXKMMAIOCh K
JPAKOHY, MpsTya JIULIO.

— Hapno xe. Bepnyncs, — ycmexaetcst AppoH.

OH CIUIIIKOM CIIOKOEH, ¥ MCITYT MEHSI TYT k€ OTITyCKaeT.

— Kro BepHynca? — chpammBaip f, IOBOPauYMBaK0 IOJIOBY
U BUXKY JIIOMOTOpa, HAMATHIBAIOIIETO KPYyru BOKPYr AppoHa. —
Oi1, a uTO OH Aejaer?

— be3 nonaTtusa. HaBepHOe, XOUeT 3alllMTUTh CBOIO CIACH-
TEJIbHUITY OT MEHSI.

— IlpuBer, IpyKOK, — paAOCTHO OT3BIBAIOCH I, CBECUB I'0JI0-
By BHM3. — Cniacu60, yto npuies. Tl OT HAaC TOMBKO He yoerait
OOJIBILIE, JTATHO?

U enBa 51 ycrieBaio JOrOBOPUThH, KaK 3BEPEK KUJIAETCsI HA HOTY
AppoHa, a 3aTeM TYT ke OpocaeTcsi B CTOPOHY U BBIKH/IAIOIIE



CMOTPHUT Ha Hac.

— AW, — mmnuTt gpakoH. — TBo# IpykOK coBCeM OOIBHOM.
Tebe 1oz crarTh.

BHOBb pa3zpaercs AuKoe pelyaHue, U Ha Ceil pa3 OHO 3BYyUUT
ropasjio Oyke, 9eM Ipeke.

— OH He 00JIbHOM, — MOTAIO s TOJIOBOM, CMEKasl, 9ero Xo4eT
sromorop. — OH MPOCTO XOYeT MOMOYb HAM Y TIOKA3bIBAET MyTh.

— C 4ero Obl BAPYT €My 3TO JenaTh?

— B GnaromapHOCTb 32 MOIO MTOMOIIb, — YBEPEHHO OTBEYAI0
s

— B mponuielii pa3 Tel yxe omuoIach, KOrjaa mpeagoxuia
MIOWTH B TOT JJOM, — KayaeT rojloBOi AppoH.

— A B 3TOT pa3 5 He omurOach, — B CTpaxe O0pMOUY s Iocjie
ouepenHoro peika. — IIpungerca nosepurbes. Mnaue Mbl puUCKy-
€M CTaTh YbUM-TO YKHHOM.



I'naBa 14

[TomennMB HECKONBKO CEKyHI, APpPOH BCTPAXMBAET MEHH,
cuJIbHEee MPUKUMAET K cede U TOPOIUIMBO HAeT Bieped. Jliomo-
rop yxe JaJieKo BIIEPeAn, ¥ CBEUYEHHE €ro TeJblia C TPYIOM OCBe-
IIaeT JOPOry IMOJ HOTaMU JIPaKoHa.

— Thl cMIIKOM HEPACTOPONHBIN ISl TOro, KTO yOeraer ot
OIACHOCTH, — TIPOM3HOIILY 51, HAMEKasl, YTO HaJO Obl YCKOPHUTh-
cs1. — Vmm s Te6s1 6eraTh — CIIMIITKOM 3a30pHOE 3aHATHE?

— JIu4HO s HM OT Koro He yoeraio. MHe 3TO HU K yemy, —
POBHO OTBEYAET OH.

— Tak u Jero e Tbl TOr1a UAelb 3a omMoropom? Crtoi cebe
Ha MECTe U /1, [T0OKa MOHCTP IIPUCKAYeT K HaM, — HEJOBOJIbHO
XMBIKAIO £1.

Hu k yemy emy, Kak xe!

— JlagHo, — BCe Tak e CIOKOMHO MPOU3HOCUT APPOH U pe3-
KO OCTaHaBJIMBAETCS.

— TbI 4TO, COBCEM yxke? 3a4eM OCTaHOBUJICS?

— A 3a4eM Tbl MEHS [IPOBOLIPYELIb? — XPHUILIO OT3bIBAETCS
OH, BIEPUBIINCH B MEHsI HeoOphIM B3rIsiioM. — Eciu B TBoM
MHTEPECH! He BXOIUT MOSI 3alL1Ta, TO TaK U CKaXu. 5 ¢ paJocTbio
cOpoliy HeHYKHBIT OasuiacT. A majblie aesiai, 4To Xodelb. Thl
BeJlb CMOXElIb 3allIUTUTh ceOs, He Tak Jiu?

— Thl BeJib ¥ CaM 3HAelllb, YTO HE CMOT'Y, — PacTepsiHHO OOp-
Mouy s1. — Bce, nenait, Kak 3Haemb. 1 00bIlie HIYero He CKaxy.



— Thl y’e HeCKOJIbKO pa3 o0elnaia MoirdaTh, HO TeOs rmove-
MY-TO XBaTaeT HEHAJI0Nro, — OypYHT JPAKOH M BHOBb IIIaraeT
BIIEPE/.

— Jla Tl Beib ¥ caM OT CKYKH MOMpEIlb, €CIIU 51 CTaHy MO-
MaJIKUBaTh.

— 3a HECKOJIBKO JIET B NELEPe HE YMEP, KaK BUINLIb.

— Buky. Cnymaid, a Kak Tl BBDKUJT O€3 €/1bl ¥ BOJIbI CTOJIBKO
BpEMEHHU? — 3a/1al0 BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHBIN BOIPOC, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO
ceiluac BO3HUK B MOEW r'OJIOBE.

— Marnueckue TEMHULBI LEJIEHATPABIEHHO CO3AAHBI 15 TO-
ro, 4ToOBI MOAJEPKUBATh KU3Hb 3aTOYEHHOTO W OOpeKaTh Ha
BEYHOE U OeCroyie3HOe CyIeCTBOBAHUE, — MPOU3HOCUT OH.

Ouenb xecToko. [laxke He MpencTaBisiio, KTO MOT MTOUTH Ha
Takoe. KaknM Obl HECHOCHBIM HU ObUT APPOH, HO JIa)Xe OH He
3aciy kU1 nogooHoi yyactu. Ho, MoxkeT, s1 mpocTo aneko He
BCE O HEM 3Hal0, U OH TBOPWJI KaKue-HUOYAb YKacHbIE BEIllH, O
KOTOPBIX $1 1aKe He MOI03peBatn?

Orta MBICTH HATAJIKMBAET MEHs Ha TO, YTO Topa Obl MHE, U
NIpaBJia, CIEAUTH 3a CBOEU peublo. Majio Ji, YTO CO MHOU MOKET
IIPOU30MTH, KOI/la TEPIIEHUE APAKOHA KOHUUTCS?

KoneuHo, 51 HyxHa AppoHy. HO HaCTOJIBKO 1M CUJIBHO, KaK
aymaio? braropapss MoeMy TMOSIBJIEHHIO OH CMOT BBIOPAThCS M3
Teriepbl, HO ceiyac OH, KaKeTCsl, BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOEH CIPaBUThCS
u 0e3 MeHsl.

Ho kak e TpyaHO momajKhBaTh, Korga AppoH crenuaibHO
MeHs nposouupyet! Kaxaplid pa3 nmogmevaer, Kakas s1 HUIKYEM-



Has, rynas v 6ontmusas. Ho Benbs 310 coBcem He Tak! [o kpaid-
HEW Mepe, 10 IByM IIEPBBIM ITyHKTaM TOYHO.

JlromMorop ocraHaBnMBaeTCs y MOAHOXKUS CKAJIbl U BOIYKOM
KPYTHUTCS] HA OTHOM MECTE.

— 3ameuaTesibHO, — B3/bIXaeT AppoH. — [loxoxe, TBOM Oec-
TOJIKOBBIY JPYKOK 3aBe€J HAC B TYNMK. BBl ¢ HUM OTJIMYHO Crie-
JIUCh.

— Hy Tbl ke BUMILIb, OH KPYTUTCS HA MecTe. 3HAUUT, YTO-
TO XOUET 3TUM CKa3aTh, — BO3paXalo .

— Kpyrturcs, noromy 4ro MO3roB y HEro Her.

— Ilpamo kak u y MeHs, Aa? — onepexato cioBa AppoHa,
KOTOpbIE OH HEeTTpeMeHHO IIpou3Hec Obl cieioM. — OIycT MeHs
Ha 3emimo. [loxamnyiicra.

N Appon omyckaer. Caxycb Ha KOPTOYKM, CKJIOHSACH K
3BEPbKY, M TUXOHBKO CIPAIINABAI0 Y HETO:

— Yro Thl HaM XO4Yelllb NOKa3aTh? MbI IOKa HE TOHUMAEM.

W momorop TyT ke Bpe3aercs JJOOM B CKauty, Oy/ITO TaK U 3a-
ayman. Ha cekyHny A yxe HauMHalo 3alyMbIBaThCs HAJl IPaBO-
TOl AppOHa Hac4YeT YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTe# 3Bepsi. Ho ue-
pe3 MTHOBEHUE YacTh TeJla 3BEpbKa UCYe3aeT B ITOM caMOy rope,
CJIOBHO €My KaKMM-TO Yy/IOM YJaJIOCh IIPOATHU CKBO3b KAMEHb.

— 37aech nmemepa, — 3BYYUT ToJIoC AppoHa 3a CIOMHOU. —
Oronan.

[Tsaayce Hazan, npomyckass AppoHa. OH ¢ CUJION yIMPAeTcs B
ropy, ¥ KYCOK KaMHsSI OThE€3KaeT B CTOPOHY, OTKPbIBAs MPOXO[L

B TIeLIepy.



— W pem, — noBeJuTeIbHO MPOU3HOCUT APPOH, HAKJIOHSIETCS
Y 3aJI€3a€T BHYTPB, a £ CJIEJOM 32 HUM.

Ceeuenue, ucxoisilee OT JIIOMOIOpa, OCBEIIAET CTEHbl Ma-
JIHbKOU Y HU3KOW MELEPKU, B KOTOPOU J1aXke 5 He MOT'Y BbINPSI-
MUTBCS1 B TIOJIHBIA POCT, HE TOBOPS YK€ O JPAKOHE.

B cnenymomyio cekyHIy CTpalllHOE pblYaHME Pa3flaeTcs Co-
BCeM OJM3K0, OYKBaJILHO B Mape METPOB OT HAac, U APPOH Criel-
HO 3aKpBIBAET KAMEHHYIO BEpb. B MoCIeIHIOn CEKYHAY JIOMO-
rOp BBICKAJIb3bIBAET B IIEJIOYKY, U Mbl OCTaeMcsi ¢ ApPpOHOM
BJJBOEM B TECHOM M 3aMKHYTOM IPOCTPAHCTBE, MOIHOCTHIO JIH-
IIIEHHBIE CBETA.

— 41 HMUero He BUKY, — THXO IPOM3HOLLY 51 U B TaHUKE pas-
MaxMBal0 pyKamH, MbITasCh HAIlyNaTh CTeHY. — MHe CTpallHo.

— Yero Tyt crpamHoro? 31ech TOJIBKO Thl U 51, — XMBIKAET
AppoH, noiiMas Moo pyky. — YTo Tbl Aenaens BooOre?

— IlpITaloCh HAITU CTEHY.

— W 3aueM? — HENMOHUMAIOIIIE CIIPAIIUBAET OH.

— MHe HyxHa oropa. Tak Oyger cokoiiHee.

— BoT TBOS cTeHa, — OH HACTOMYMBO OTTACKMBAET MEHS B
CTOPOHY U YIIUPAET MOIO JIaJIOHb B KaMeHb. — Terneppb yCroko-
uiach?

— Ycnokounach, — Oypuy s B OTBET.

— IlIpekpacHo. Toraa 0XuCh criaTh.

— Cnarb? [IpsiMO Tak, Ha XOJIOAHOM U TBEPIOM Moy ?

— W3BuHuUTE, puHIiecca, — ¢bIpKkaeT apakoH. — Baiu me-
PHHBI OCTAJIACh B 3aMKE.



— Jla mpuyem 3zaeck nepuHbl? 1 He mpuBeEpena, HO Kak TYyT
MOXHO OyJIeT YCHYTh?

— Kro Xouer cnaTh, TOT yCHET, — pa3[IaeTcs ero rojioc CHU3Y.

Buaumo, yxe ynercs.

Bzapixato u omyckaioch Ha 101, MOJKJIaAbIBasi pyKy MOJ royio-
By. OcTpbie 1 HEpOBHbBIE KaMHH JIO OOJTM BIUBAIOTCS B OOKA.

Her, Tak s TO4HO HE YyCHY.

— APppOH, — TUXOHBKO IPOU3HOMIY Sl

— Hy uro emie?

— A TBI Bellb MOXEIlIb C/IeNIaTh TaK, YTOOBI y TeOsl Marusi B
pyKe nosiBUJIach?

— 710 erie 3a4eM? — HeJJOyMEBAET OH.

— Mmue HyxeH cBeT. OueHb Hy)eH, — TpeOOBaTeIbHO OTBE-
Jaio emy. — X04y HalTH IJIOCKOCTb IIOPOBHEE, TJie He TaK O0JTb-
HO OyJIeT JiekKaTh.

— Her 31ech 1JI0CKOCTH ITOPOBHEE, — OTPE3aeT OH, HAMEKAs
Ha TO, 4YTO JIeJIaTh JJIs MeHsl Hu4ero He cooupaercsi. — Mnu jio-
JKUCh, WM CUIU JIO YTPa U MOJTYU. A MHE HaJIO MOCTAaTh.

— Momnuu, MoT4M, MOMYH... §l yKe ycrana OT 3Toro Moysyu!
— Oypuy cebe Mo HOC U AP0 pyKaMu MO MOy, MbITasiCh XOTs
OBbI TaKk HalTH OOJIee yITOOHOEe MECTEUKO.

OuepenHpIM pa3MaxoM PyKH BpE3aloCh B TeJO AppOHA, CITy-
YalHO Liaparnasi HOrTsIMHU €ro KOXY.

— Jluza, kakoro gemoHa?! — 31uTCs Tak, OyATO 51 40 KPOBU
pacrnioposia eMy OOK.

XBaTaeT MeHsI 32 PyKY M pe3KO Jiepraer Ha ceOsl.



— Ilouemy ThI TPOCTO HE MOKEIIb JeIaTh TO, YTO TeOe rOBO-
psr? Tet mpocto HeBbiHOCUMA! Kak T BOOOITIE HOKHUIIA JIO CBO-
UX JIET B CBOEM MUpe?

— A MHEe ¥ He TaK MHOT0 JIeT, — OOMKEHHO OTBEYaIo §, ITnxasl
JPAKOHA B IPy/Ab U NBITASICh CJIE3Th C HETO.

Ho Hamo ckazarb, jiexarh Ha HeM KyJa yJoOHee U MpUsiTHee,
YeM Ha JIeJITHOM KOJIIoueM Toy.

— Moxer, 3/1ech Bce XOAAT MOCYIIHbIE U C 3aKJIeeHHbIMU
pTaMu, — MPOJOJIKAIO s, — A BOT B MOEM MUPE MHOTHE JIEBYIII-
KU Takue, Kak si! 1 He Oy/1yT MOKOPHO ClIe/IoBaTh Yy:KUM MTPUKa-
3aM, €CJId UM 3TO HE HPABUTCHI.

— 3HauuT, Balll MUP OOpeYeH, — SI3BUTENIbHO OT3bIBAETCS
JPAaKOH 1 0e30IMMO0YHO HAXOOUT MOE JIUIIO, MPUTITUBAsI €ro K
CBOEMY 3a TIOTOOPOIIOK.

B abcommoTHOM TEMHOTE BHIKY TOJIBKO Mapy CUSIIOIINX IJ1a3, OT
KOTOPBIX Y MEHSI cefiyac MOpO3 MO KOXKe.

— Ho Th1 Bce BpeMs 3a0bIBaeIilb, YTO Ceiuac Thl B MOEM MHPE,
U 371€Ch 51 TUKTYIO MPaBWiIa. DTO MOCIEIHEe MPeaynpexIeHre,
JIuza. Vinu Th1 Oyzielins OCTyITHOM JEeBOYKOM, WITH 51 OpoIiry Te0st
3]1€Ch OJIHY, Y Thl HUKOT/Ia HE BEPHEIILCS TOMOM.

— [loHsta g, — THUXO OT3bIBAIOCh 1. — OTHYCTH MEHS yKe.

— Her, BugMo He MOHSIA, — BBIABIXAET OH MPSIMO B MO
ryopl. — D10 51 TeOe roBOpIo, YTO, KaK M KOrja Jefarb. A Tbl
MOJT4a BBITIOSTHSIEIIb MOM YKa3aHUsl. YscHWIa?

Boxe. Kakoii oH HaiMeHHBIN, HAIJIBIN U HEBBIHOCUMBIN. U Kak
K€ MEHS CerYac TAHET K HeMy !



YyBCTBYIO ropsiuee JIbIXaHue JPaKoHa Ha CBOEM JIUIle U 00-
JM3BIBAIO Tiepecoxinue ryobl. Tesno mepecraeT MeHs CIyIiaThes,
a TaJbIbl HEBOJILHO HAUYMHAIOT MOTJIAKUBATh TSKEJIO B3AbIMAIO-
11ytocs rpyab AppoHa.

— 4 Bce ysacauna. KakoBo Oyzer Baiie crienyioniee ykazanue?
— TOPOIUTMBO CIPAIIUBAIO 51, JIUIIL ObI OH MMOCKOPEe OCBOOOIVIT
MEHSI OT CBOUX OOBSATHIA.

Ho BMecTO 0%1jaeMoro OTBeTa IpakoH MPOCTO OIyCKaeT Me-
HS1 Ha TIOJT U YKJIaJJbIBa€T MOIO T'OJIOBY Ha CBOIO I'PY/[b.

— IIpocTo cri, — MPOU3HOCHUT OH U KJIaJeT PyKy MHE Ha CIH-
HY, pHKUMast K ceoe.
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CKBO3b COH UyBCTBYIO, KaK YTO-TO KacaeTcsl MOEH MOSICHULIbI
Y MEJIJICHHO CITycKaetcs K 6eapam. U erre HeMpoCcHYBIIeecs: co-
3HaHMUE pPUCYET MHE )KYTKOrO OTPOMHOIO MayKa C JJIMHHBIMU I1y-
HIMCTBIMU JIATIaMU 1 OeJIbIMU KJIBIKAMU, KaK y TUTpa.

— A-a-a! — BCKpPUKMBAIO 51 ¥ BCKAaKMBAIO C MECTa, OTYASIHHO
TIBITASICh CTPSXHYTD C ceOsl HEUTO.

— Y10 Takoe? — CIblIIly B TEMHOTE HEIOBOJIbHBIM U 3aCIIaH-
HBII roIoc AppoHa.

— Ha mne uto-To cugut! Crkopee, momoru MHe! — Jierieqy s
¥ C pa3Maxa Bpe3aloch pyKou B cTeHy. — A-ail... bonibHo. ..

— Tebsa ykycumm?! — Temepb OpakoOH 3BYYHT yxke Oojee
BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, a Ha €ro JIQJI0OHU BCIBIXMBAET Marusi, OCBella-
01251 MAJIEHbKYIO Melepy.

— Her, — xHbIuy 4. — Yaapuiace.

On Opocaetcs kKo MHe. Bersno ocmaTpuBaeT remepy, a 3atem
Y MEHs1, IOIYTHO OIIYTIbIBas:

— 41 HUKOrO HE BUKY.

— U moatomy pemii MeHsi oo1anarh?

Ho BmecTo oTBeTa qpakoH OepeTcs 3a MO0 IUIAThs U 3a/11-
paeT ero BBepx.

— Thst coBceM omanen?! — OT BO3MYUIEHUS S IIPOCTO BHE
ceOs1 ¥ TIBITAI0Ch OJIEPHYTh IJIAThe BHU3, HO IPAKOH HE JIAeT STOTO
ClIenaTh.



U ot 3TOr0 CONpOTHBIEHNS pyKa HAUMHAET OOJIETD elle CUJTb-
Hee.

— Ilpekparu neprarbscs, — Komanayer AppoH. — I[Liiarbe Ha-
10 CHATBb. Bapyr oHo 3a6pasioch 1oj Hero.

[locne 3TuX CI0B MHE yKe HE 10 CTECHEHUsI U BO3MYIICHHUSI.
A TyT e MOIHMMAI0 PYKHU BBEPX, MMO3BOJISAS JPAKOHY OCTABHUTH
MEHsI B OJIHOM JIMIIIb OelThe.

— Hy? Ha cniune HUKOro? — ajo0HO MPOTIrUBaIo s, He Ha-
Ormofiast HUKaKUX CYIIECTB CHepe/u.

Momnuanue. CTpax 3aKpaapiBaeTcs MOJ KOXKY, a TeJlo OpocaeTt
B Apoxb. [Touemy oH momuut? [louemy Huuero He enaer?

— Croil CMMPHO U HE IIEBEJIUCh, — XPUILIBIN ENOT pa3/a-
€TCsl IPSIMO HaJl MOUM YXOM.

A depe3 MrHoBeHHe ApPpOH crpedaeT Mou BOJIOCH B XBOCT,
KPEIKO CKMMasi, U IIe-TO B PAMOHE MAKYyILIKH S HAUMHAIO OIIly-
1IATh Kap.

— Yr0 TaM? — APOKAIIMM I'OJIOCOM CITPAIIMBAIO 51, KaK BIPYT
Ha I10JI YTO-TO MaJAET.

[lepeBoxy Tyna B3IVISA M BUKY, KaK KaKOE-TO OTPOMHOE Ha-
CEKOMOE, IIOXOKee Ha MHOTOHOXKKY C TBEPABIM MAaHLIUPEM, U3BU-
BAE€TCs Ha 3eMJIE, OXBAYEHHOE IJIAMEHEM.

— DTO OYEHb AJOBUTAsA TBAPb, — MPOU3HOCUT APpPOH.

— A OHa MOIJ1a MEHS YKYCUTb? — IOBOPAYMBAIOChH JIMIIOM K
AppOHY 1 CMOTpIO Ha HETO OIPOMHBIMM OT CTpaxa rjia3amu.

— DTO Tl MHE CKa)X{, — 33 JyMUMBO IIPOM3HOCUT OH, OITyC-
Kas B3[VIAJ BHU3 110 MOEMY TEJLy.



— A 51 OBl TIOUyBCTBOBAJA YKYC?

— EcrecTBEHHO, — OTBEYAET OH, YCTABUBLIKCH HA MOIO IPY/b.

[IpukpbIBaoCh pyKaMu ¥ MOBOPAYMBAIOCH K HArJIely CIMHOMN:

— He HyXHO Ha MeHs IAIUTHCA, ITO HeNpUwINYHO. Jlydine
oAl MHE TUIAThE.

— U 3710 TBOS GIArOJAPHOCTH 32 CHACEHUE KU3HU? — U3yM-
JIEHHO TIPOM3HOCUT OH.

— Cnacu60, — BBIABIXA0 1. — A Ternepb Mojau, moxanmyi-
cra...

Ho He ycnieBaio JOroBoputh, Kak BJIPYT B IEIIEPe BHOBb BO-
HapsieTcsi TEMHOTA, a IPaKOH MPHKUMAETCsl KO MHE BCEM TeJIoM
¥ oOHMMaeT 3a kUBOT. CBOOOTHON PYKOW OH OTKUIBIBAET MOU
BOJIOCHI B CTOPOHY U KacaeTcsi Ty0aMu IIeH.

— ToI Tak ipekpacHa, JInza, — pokodet gpakoH. — U B 6ma-
TOJAPHOCTB 51 XOTeJ1 Obl MOMYYUTh BCIO TEOS.

C ry0 cpwiBaeTcs ciaBieHHbIN cToH. OT ero roioca M KacCaHui
Kpyxutcs rojosa. Koxa nmokpeiBaeTcsi Mypalikamu, a HU3 KU-
BOTA PaclUpaeT OT TATYYEro U TOMUTEIBHOIO Kapa.

C HacnaxaeHreM MPHUKPbIBAIO T71a3a U 0OIM3bIBAI0 MIEPECOX-
e ryosl, CoAporasich OT MOMIaKMBAHUM HIEPIIABOM JIAJOHU IO
KHUBOTY. B 00BATHSAX JIpakOHA BECh MUP ISl MEHS MPOCTO Tie-
pecTaet cymecTBoBaTh. M €JMHCTBEHHOE, Yero s cenvac Xouy —
3aCTHITh B 3TOM MOMEHTE HaBCerja.

Kakoi1-To mopox 3acraBiisieT MEHsI BCTPENEHYThCS U IPUNTH
B ceOsl.

Boxe, 4to 51 emy BooOme mo3Bosnstio? M 94To OH Mo3BOJSET



cebe?!

beccoBecTHBIN IpaKOH ONATh MEHS 3arMITHOTU3UPOBAI !

— Haxain. He cMeit Oosbliie Tak aeiath! — BhIMAJIMBAIO 9 U
OTCKAKHBAIO B CTOPOHY.

N B 3TOT e MOMEHT Ieliepa o3apsercs SPKUM XOJIOTHBIM
CBETOM. DTO JIIOMOTOp CHOBA BEPHYJICS K HaM.

— IIpuBer, Ipy)KOK, — pa3a0CcaJ0BAHHO TPOU3HOIILY s U MO~
HUMAIO IIJIaThe C M0JIa, CIIENIHO HajieBas ero Ha ceOs.

— He noHsu1, — ¢ BO3MYILIEHUEM POU3HOCUT JPAKOH. — ITO
royeMy £ enle Haxani?

— Ilouemy? — HepBHO ycMexaioch 5. — [loToMy uTto npume-
Hslelllb Ha MHE CBOIO Maruio! JIuiaelis paccyyika v 3acTaBJisiellb
MOE TeJIO MTOTYMHATLCA Tede!

— 4?7 Maruo? — rpoMko ycmexaercs oH. — JIuza, y MeHs
HET NOJO0HOM Maruu.

— Hy KoHeuHO, — XMBIKao 1, TIONpaBJIsis Ha ceOe TiaThe.

— Koneuno, — kuBaet oH. — Tbl cama MeH4 xenaenib. Ho
HE XOYelllb 3TOrO MPU3HABATh.

— U kaK y Te0s1 TOJIBKO sI3bIK TIOBOPAYMBAETCS TAKOE ITPOU3-
HOCUTb, — Kayalo rojJIoBOM, HEJJOBOJIbHO IJIsI/Isl HA MYKUYUHY.

— K Tomy ke, — mpojoKaeT oH, — 51 IPU BCEM KeJTaHUU He
cMor Obl JTUIIATE TeOst paccynka. Hemb3s 3abpath T0, 4ero Her.

— Xa-xa! OueHb cMeIIHO! — SA3BIIIO 4.

— 4 pan, uro Tebe cmentHO. MHOTAA Tydille MOCMesAThCS HaJ
CBOMMHU HEJIOCTaTKaMM, YEM pacCTpauBaThCs M3-3a TOTO.

— Kakoi ke Tbl HeBBIHOCUMBIN! — 3710 LIEKY 51 CKBO3b CTHC-



HYTbIe 3yObl U BCKHUJIBIBAIO TOJIOBY BBEpX. — Boru, MeHs-To Bbl
3a 4TO TaK Hakasamm? YTo A caenana BaMm, YTO Bbl OTIPaBUIIN
MEHS K 3TOMY YyJIOBHIILY ?

— Thl BCEro ML Y€JI0BEK, — CHUCXOAUTEILHO IPOM3HOCUT
AppoH. — OHu TeOs1 He YCIbIIaT.

— [oxanyiicra! M36aBbTe Mens ot Hero! Y BepHuTe 1OMOIA !
— IPOU3HOILY 51 HANOCIENOK, CJIOXKHUB JIAJOHU B YMOJISIOIIEM
KecTe.

— Meurarb He BpeHO, — ycMeXxaercsi AppOH, OTOABUTAET
KAMEHHYIO IUIATY, 3aIycKas JTHEBHOM CBET B IELIEPY, U BHIXOAUT
Hapyxy. — 5 yX0oxKy. A Tbl, TaK YK U ObITb, OCTaBaicCs 371€Ch, pa3
XOUeIllb OT MEHsI U30aBUThCSI.

W oH nprHUMaeTcs 3a/IBUTaTh IUTUTY OOPATHO, OCTABJISISI Me-
Hsl BHYTPH MEIepHl.
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OT cTpaxa ocraTbcs B3allepTH B 9TOM MeLIepe, I1e MEHs CIIo-
COOHBI YOUTh MECTHBIE HACEKOMBIE, CEP/ILIE OITyCKAETCS B TIATKU.
Bpocaioch K BHIXO[Y, HO Jjae pyKy He yCIeBalo IPOTUCHYTh, Kak
BHOBb OKa3bIBAlOCh B TIOJIHOW TEMHOTE, OTPE3aHHasl OT BHEIITHEe-
r'o MHpa.

— APPOH, ThI UTO AEJIAENIb? — TO JIM C BO3MYLIECHUEM, TO JIN
C y’KacoM KpHay s ¥ ObIO JIAJJOHBIO 10 KaMHI0. — Beimyctr MeHs1!
Capimiib?

— CrpaHHBIN KaKOW-TO IITyM, — CJIBIIITY MPUTTYIIEHHBIN TO-
Joc apakoHa. — [lToxoxe, KaKkylo-To HArIyIo U OONTIUBYIO JIEBU-
Iy 3arepiy B Temiepe, 4TtoObl mpernogath ypok. Ho ypok oHa,
MIOXO’KE, COBCEM HE YCBOMJIA.

— AppOH, 3TO COBCEM HE CMEIIHO! — ¢ HaJIPbIBOM BbIKPUKU-
Balo 5. — BhlIlycTH MEHS HEMEJIEHHO !

— Jla, COBEpIIEHHO TOYHO YPOK OHa HE yCBOWJIA, — C Ha-
UTPaHHOM TPYCThIO OTBeYaeT OH. — YTO XK, BUAMMO, €l HYX-
HO Oosibllie BpeMeHH Jyisi mepeBocnuTtanus. U korma 1ot Mo-
MEHT HACTaHEeT, MOXET, KTO-TO JIPYrod OyJaeT MPOXOAUTh MUMO
Y YCJIBILINT €e.

OH nipocto MeHs Teppopusupyer. [IpITaeTcst NocTaBUTh MEHsI
Ha MecTo, NoMYUHUTH ceOe. Ho u 51 He masnbliem aenana. Ot MeHst
He yOyJIeT, eCclii TIO/IBITPalo eMY U CIIeJIalo BUJI, YTO OH HAITyra
MEHS.



— APpPpOH, THI ellie 3/1eCh? — KaJIOOHBIM T'OJIOCKOM TIPOTSTH-
BaIO 51, HO HUYETO HE CJIBIILY B OTBET. — Thl COBEPIIEHHO MPaB.
51 Bena ceOs1 COBEpIIEHHO Hernoao0arwiie ¢ To00M, MPOCTU. DTO
y MEHs Ha MOJICO3HAHUM Takas caMo3alura. 5 Bep oKa3ajiach
B Uy’KOM MHpPE, MHE 3/1eCh OUeHb cTpailiHo. Ho s1 Hu Ha uTO He
criocobHa! Y MeHsI HU CHWJIBbI, HM XUTPOCTH, JIa U YMOM He OJie-
nry. EnuHcTBeHHOE MOe opykue — 3To coBa. Ho oueHb riyno
ObLJIO C MO CTOpOHBI BecTu celsi Tak ¢ ToOoM. Thl Beab Mo
€/IMHCTBEHHBIN 3aIUTHUK, CAMBIN XpaOpBIi M CAMBIA CHUJTHHBIM.
Be3 1ebs 51 coBepiieHHO ToOuHO Tiporaay. M ocosnato st0. [Ipo-
CTU MeHs, nokanyiicra. § obeiato, yto Oymy TeOs CIymaThCs.
U nHe crany MHOro 601Tath. YeCcTHO-4eCTHO!

Bce 310 51 nporoBapmBaio co CKpeluieHHbBIMU MaJIblIaMU Ha PY-
Kax, a ellle Ha BCAKUM cily4aid U Ha Horax. Hy a Kak emie 1aBartb
oOelanusi, KOTOpbie sl He COOMPAIOCh CAEPKUBATH?

[o Ty cTOpOHY nelepbl No-NpeKHEMY HUKAKOTO OTBETA, U 5
HE Ha LIYTKY HAYMHAK BOJIHOBATbCA. BOpyr AppOH HACTOJIBKO
OONBHOM Ha TOJOBY, YTO BOBCE HE NIYTHII U O€3 3a3peHus COBe-
cTi OpocUs MeHs 37eCh?

— AppOH, — BHOBb 3aBY €ro 1 HEpPBHO CKpeOy HOTTSAMHU IO
KaMHIO.

Kak BIOpyr mmra pe3ko OTOOBUTAETCS, U MEHSI OCJeILIseT
COJTHEYHBIN CBET.

— $1 B mocnejHMiA pa3 NOBEPIO TBOMM CJIOBaM, — I'PO3HO IPO-
u3Hocut AppoH. — Ho, obemaro, ecim Thl HapyIIuInb oOela-
HUE, TO B CIIEAYIOIINN pas. ..



— He napymy! 4 sxe mooGerania, — mpepbiBaio ero v ObICTPO
11araio Brepe, npsiya HeCAEPKUBAEMYIO YXMBLIKY.

Huuero, npyxok-gpakoH. f 1o Tak mpocro He ocrasiw. U
00s13aTeIbHO IPUAYMAI0 YTO-HUOY/Ib ropasio U30IIpeHHee, YeM
IIPOCTO OOMEH KOJKOCTSIMH. THI ellie Y MeHS IOy IHIITh !

CHoBa OpezieM Kyga-To BIepes, repecekas moJsi, MepesecKu
U pyubu. U coBepIIeHHO HEMOXOXKe, YTO BOT-BOT Mbl BHIZEM B
3aCeJIeHHYI0 MECTHOCTb.

B kuBOTE ypuuT OT rofoaa, HOru HAYUHAIOT T'YJIETh OT OBICT-
poit XoapObI 0e3 OCTAaHOBOK. A B TOJIOBE HEYCTAHHO KPYTUTCS
BOIPOC: KOTJIa %€ MbI XOTb Ky/1a-HUOYIb yxke gonaem?!

U kak sxe xouercsi 3a1aTh TOT Borpoc Apakony! Ho s tep-
NeJTMBO MOJTYY, MPUKYCUB sI3bIK. OOerana Beib ObITh XOpoIen
JIeBOYKOI, a AppOHY yX OYeHb He HPABUTCs, KOrja 51 OONTAI0 1
3a7al0 BONpockl. i1 HEro 3To CpoAHM Hemocaylanuo. Bot u
MIPUXOAMTCS JIEPXKATh SI3bIK 32 3yOaMH.

OdeHb CIOKHO MOJTYaTh, KOTJA BOJHYIOT HACYIITHBIE BOIPO-
CHI, @ HE TIPOCTOE KeJaHhe MOOONTaTh XOTh O YeM-HuOyab. [a s
BpOJle HUKOr/1a ce0s Tak U He Bena. .. Kaxercs.

Heyxenu s u mpaBaa cauikoMm MHoro Oonraio? He moxer
obiTh! EpyHnia kakasi-to. Eciiu Obl 51 OblTa M3JIUIIHE Pa3roBOPYH-
Ba, TO YXX 32 JJBA/IIIATh C JIMIIIHUM TOAKOB MHE Obl 00 3TOM 00s1-
3aTeJIbHO KTO-TO CKa3aJl, WM XOTs1 Obl HamekHYyJ1. Ho HeT. AppoH
NepBbIil, KTO OOBUHMII MEHSI B MOJOOHOM.

370 He y MeHsI MPoOIeMbl, a y Hero. 3a HECKOJIBKO JIET Oflu-
HOYECTBA B MEIIepe OH TaK OJWYall, YTO J0Oast YeJoBeuecKast



peub BHI3OBET y Hero pazapakenue. Ho To i eme Oyner!

Ckopo OH BepHETCs B CBOM 3aMOK, I/Ie €ro TIOCTOSTHHO OyayT
OKpY:XaTb JECATKH, a TO U COTHHU Jofied. BOT Toraa-To oH ¢ Ho-
CTaJbIMell BCIOMHUT, KaK TUXO M XOPOIIO ObLIO co MHOU. Bot
TOJIKO MEHSI PSIIOM C HUM Yke He OyzaerT. [laxke HEeMHOTO XkaJlb,
4TO 51 HE YBUXKY, KaK CHJIbHO OH OyzeT Oecuthbesi. Ho naxe pagu
TAKOI'0 3pEJIMILA 51 HE TOTOBA 33/IEPKUBAThCS B STOM MUPE HU Ha
MUHYTY JOJIBIIIE.

Ho mo:xeT 31ech He Tak yx ¥ 110Xx0. S noka He 3Haw. Hanpu-
Mep, B IMBWJIM30BAHHBIX TOPOAX PSAAOM C LUBWIA30BAaHHBIMU
JHObMU $1, BEPOSITHO, MOYYBCTBYIO ceOsl Kya KoM(opTHee, YeM
B OE3ITIO/IHBIX JIecaX BMECTE C HEIIOIUMbIM IPAKOHUIIIEM.

MoxeT ObITh, MHE ellle 37IeCh yCIieeT MOHPaBUThCA. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, CKOJIBKO €I1I€ IMKOBUHHBIX BEIIEW U3 3TOr0 MUpa s He
yBUIeNA U He y3Hasa? Kaxaplil yesloBeK XOTh pa3 B )KU3HU MeY-
TaJl O TOM, YTOObI OKa3aThCsl B MOAOOHOM MecTe. M MHe 3To yaa-
70ch! A 51 TOJIBKO U iyMalo, KaK IMOCcKopee Obl CMBITHCSI OTCIOA.
A BceMy BUHOU MOY CITyTHHUK, KOTOPBIM BCEMU CHJIAMM ITBITAET-
¢ J0KAa3arh, 4YTO MHE 3J1€Ch COBEPILIEHHO HE MECTO.

Ho ectb 11 y MeHst mecto B cooctBenHoM mupe? Kyna 51 Bep-
Hych? B kBapTHpYy, I/1e KUBET MOM yxke ObIBIIINI KEeHUX, MTpeIaB-
i meHs? Her, s ero Hukornaa He mpornty. [la u gero cedst 00-
MaHbIBaTh, 1 OH HaBEpHsIKa yxxe He *kJeT MeHs. HaBepHoe, OT-
BOJIOK BCE MOM BElM Ha MYCOPKY U TMOCEeNnI y cedsl Ty camylo
CEeKpeTaplily, C KOTOpOW pa3BJeKaJicsl B CBOeM oduce.

Ha u yept Obl ¢ HUM. [laxke Tymarh O HEM He XOuy.



Taxk uTO )€ MeHs xkAeT B MoeM mupe? Hu sxeHuxa, Hy KWJibs,
HU J1axke padoThl. MeHs1 cKopee BCEero yxke yBOJIWIIN U3-3a MPO-
I'YJIOB.

PonHBIX y MEHS HET, a C APY3bSMU MBI M0 KU3HU Pa3MUHY-
JICh cpazy nocjie yHuepcuteTa. OCTaluch JUIb XOPOIIIKE 3Ha-
KOMBIE, KOTOPbIE HABEPHSIKA JAKE HE 3aMETUJIM MOETO UCUE3HO-
BEHUSI.

W 4ro g umero no urory? Bes :Ku3Hb B MOEM MUpPE NOTEPsIHA,
U ee HY)KHO Oy/IeT CTPOUTh 3aHOBO, KOTJ]a BEPHYCh TY/IA.

Bot Tonbko Korga 3to nmpouzonaer? A BAPYr B 3TOM MHpE
BpEMs TeUET UHAYE, U 110 BO3BPAILIEHUU Ha 3€MIIIO s OKaXYCh B
JanekoM OymyiieM, B KOTOpOM MHe TOYHO He Oyner mecra?

A ecnu MO MUP 1 BOBCE TiepecTall CylecTBoBaTh? Bot npsi-
MO ceryac s Uy Mo 3eJ€HOU TpPaBe ITOr0 MUpa, a B ATy Ke ce-
KyH/1y 3eMJII0 pa3pbiBaeT Ha Kycku? Bo3MoxHO i1 Takoe?

Vikac kakoil. U yero s Topko ceGe He HajlyMmalo, peObiBast
HaeJluHe co CBOMMU MbIcisiMu. Kakue xyTkue mbiciu. He xouy,
9TOOBI TAKOE TTPOH3OIILIO.

['onoc AppoHa BbeIppIBaeT MeHs1 U3 pa3mbiiiuieHud. Ho s mo-
rps3Jia B HUX TaK [TTyOOKO, UTO Aake He YJIaBJIUBaIO €ro CJOB.

— IIpoctu, uTo ThHI CKazan? — nepecnpaimbai s.

— T'oBOpI0, YTO MPUATHO YAMBIIEH, — MPOU3HOCUT APpPOH
BIIEPBBIE 32 HECKOJIBKO YacOB. — MHe He BepujIoCh, YTO Thl CMO-
KEIIb TaK J0JITO MPOJAEePKaThCS.

STO OH J1aeT MHE MO3BOJICHUE CHOBA C HUM roBoputh? Min
MPOCTO MOEXUTHUYATh PEIIII?



— 4 crapaioch, — CyXO OT3bIBAOCh B OTBET. — Y MEHA U C
camor coOoi Oeceia HETUIOXO CKJIaIbIBAeTCS.

— UynecHo, — ycMexaeTcsi OH U MPOJOJIKaeT, MOTHYB ToJI0-
BOM1 BripaBo: — Tora nepenait cBoei cooeceqHUIIE, UTO MBI yxke
TIOYTH BBIOpaIUCH K J1IosaM. OCTaioch JIMIIb Iepecedb STO ToJie.



I'nmaBa 17

[epen Hamu HEOOBATHOE TOJE, OPOCIEe TPABOM MOYTH B
YyeJIoBeUeCKui pocT. BemarpuBaioch BlIaib U BUKY MATIOCEHb-
KHe, e[IBa pa3InuynuMble B TyMaHe TOMUKHU. BOT TOBbKO cTOUT Jin
UATH HanpssMKK ? Masio Jid, 94To MOXET Hac MOMKUAATh B TAKOH
BBICOKOU U T'YCTOH TpaBe.

— Hawm 6wl ero nmy4ie 0o00UTH, — 33 JyMUYHBO MTPOU3HOIIY S
Y CMOTPIO 10 CTOPOHAM.

— He nyume, — Bo3paxaer AppoH. — Vot npuaercs 1o-
o, U HEM3BECTHO, YTO TaM Oyer faibiine. MoxeT, 601010, Win
00pbIB. MBI ToliieM 1ipsimo. Jlato MmsTh MUHYT Ha OT/IBIX, U BbI-
JIBUTAEMCH.

Ha, 6otock, 4YTO IpakoH Ha 3TOT pa3 npas. [lone OynTo pac-
mmpsiercsi B 0eCKOHeUHOCTh. M HU cripaBa, HU clieBa HE BUJIHO
€My KOHIIA.

Her, oHO HaBepHsIKa JOIKHO TAe-TO KOHYAThCS, BOMPOC TOJb-
KO B TOM, KaK JIOJTO MPUAETCS WATH, U 4TO OyJeT MOIKUAATh
Hac Tam. A XOTesloch Obl yke TIoCKopee 100paThes A0 MPUCTAHU-
I1a ¥ HOPMAJILHO OTAOXHYTh. TeM Gosee, 4To CKOPO HACTYIHT
HOYb, a 51 OOJIbIIIE HE XOUY yOerath M NMpsATaThCS OT BCSIKUX Y-
JoBuIll. MHe U pakoHa XBaTaeT C TOJIOBOM, YTOOHI MOIIEKOTaTh
HEPBULIKU.

— Yepes nosne, Tak yepe3 noje, — COMIAIAICh 1 U OIyCKa-
10Ch Ha 3eMJTI0, YTOOBI JaTh HOraM OTABIX. — TaM BeJh He MOKET



OBbITh HUKAKMX CMEPTEJIbHBIX OMIACHOCTEH, TpaBaa?

— HagepHoe, — yx CJIMITIIKOM Oe3pa3iIMuHO OTBeYaeT APaKoH
Y CaIUTCsl PSJOM CO MHOM.

— Mosker, Torjia Bce ke Jydilie 000WTH? — Mepecnpalivpalo
s, 1 MO€ TeJIO HEBOJILHO MEepeIepruBaeT OT MBICIIHU, YTO 51 MOTY
HACTYNUTh Ha KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib SOBUTYIO 3MEIO.

— 4 Beap yxke ckazaj, 4To Mbl UAEM MPSIMO, — HAYMHAET
3JIUTHLCS IPAKOH U HEOOPO AUt Ha MeHs. — Bce? Cpok TBo-
ero oOeIaHus UCTeK ?

Hy, xoneuno. Kak e 3T0 s1 mocMesnia ycOMHUTBCS B PEIIEHUN
BesmKoro apakona! [la eme u ronoc nogana. Hemopsiaok.

— V¥ MeHs mpocTo pa3BUT MHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPAHEHWs, —
CIOKOWHO oTBevalo emy. — [loatomMy s ctapatoch n30erarh Toro,
YTO 3aBEJIOMO MOKET MIPUHECTU HEMPUSITHOCTH.

— Jla Heyxenu? — ycmexaeTcst OH. — A He Thl JIM Hac NoTa-
IIWIa B IOM K CTapoul BeibMe?

— Hy u3BuHU, — XMbIKawo 1. — Ecim Obl s 3HaJIa, 4TO B Ba-
[IeM MHpe TaKue IK3EMILUISPbl BCTPEUaloTCsl, TO He MOTaluIa
OBI.

— JlagHo. DTO A caM BUHOBAT, YTO COIVIACWJICA TyJa MOWTH,
— MPOU3HOCHUT OH, Y/IMBJISIsl MEHSI CBOMMHU CJIOBAMU.

— ThI ceituac B3sJ1 ¥ BOT TaK MPOCTO MPU3HAI, UTO ObLT B YeM-
To HenpaB? f momnbineHa. lymaina, Thl BOOOIIE HE CIOCOOEH K
CaMOKPUTHKE.

— ThI He TIOHsIIa, — BO3pakeHUe AppoH. — XOTs YEro MHE
TeOe OOBSICHATh, Tl Be/Ib caMa MpU3HAIA, YTO YMOM He Oe-



mienib. O4eBUAHO, T CIIOCOOHA TyMaTh JIAIIb MOBEPXHOCTHO,
HE BIaBasICh B TNIyOMHHBIN CMBICTT CJIOB.

— A-a, BOT OHO 4YTO, — MPOTATUBAIO 51, U BO MHE BHOBb Pa3-
pacraeTcs eJlaHUe MPULYIIUTb 3TOro raja Ha mecte. — U B uem
ObL1a r1yOuHa TBOMX ciioB? Mory st y3HaTh?

— B TOM, 4TO TIO3BOMIMIT cebe MogyMaTh, YTO Thl COCOOHA
Ha pa3yMHble MbICTH. Permn gath TeGe maHc, HO COBEpIIIEHHO
HAaIpacHo.

— A BOT Tenepb 51 MO-HACTOSIIEMY OOECKypakeHa, — ycMe-
Xaloch 51, TOKAuYMBasi rojloBor. — HacKoIbKO BHIBEPHYTH JIIOOBIE
CJIOBA ¥ JICUCTBUS B CBOIO MOJB3Y... [a y Tebs1 mpocTo HeBepo-
sATHBIA Tas1aHT! Bpagso!

— Ay Te0s TaJlaHT He yMaTh rojIOBOM, — XMBIKaeT AppoH 1
nogHuMaercs ¢ semiid. — Bcee, ugem. bynems ciaenoBarb 4eTko
32 MHOM.

— Ia mac npsiM, pazoexanach! — ¢bIpKaio 5, BCKAKMBasi ¢
3eMJIM, U CO BCEX HOI' MUYCh BIIEpe/[l, ONlepexkasi IpakoHa.

Pazapuraio pykamu TpaBy, mpouuiias cede myTh, U OBICTPO
ujy BOepel, Jaxke He IyMas O TOM, YTO B TPaB€ MOKET KTO-TO
OKazaThCsl.

4 mymauia, 4TO cMOTy €ro TepneTs 1 nomankusars. Ho Her. Ot
€ro OCKOpOIEHNI MEHSI A TPSICET, a TEPIICHUIO ¥ BOBCE TPHIIIET
KOHell.

— Tol MHe HUKTO, sicHO? [locTtan yxe! — ApocTHO BhIAIU-
Balo s, He cOamisAs mar. — 51 Becb TakoW YMHBIN, CUJIBHBIA 1
KJaccHbM! A Tbl, JIn3a, mynas v HUKYEMHas IyCThIIIKA, — Ha-



UT'PaHHbIM TOHOM MEPEJPa3HUBAIO IpakoHa. — BOT TOJNBKO Th
BCE BpeMs 3a0bIBaelllb, YTO MIMEHHO OJjlarogapsi MHe BhIOpasics
U3 JIOJITOJIETHETO 3aTtoueHusl. Hukako GraroqapHoCcTH. DroucT
non6anbiii! Bo3oMHMII 0 cede HEBECTh UTO, a Ha iejie HUYero u3
cebs1 He mpejicTaBisenb! [IpakoH oH, mocMoTpuTe-Ka. [la HuKka-
KOW ThI HE JPAKOH, a OapaH camblii HacTosimii! HempoOuBae-
MBbII TOJICTOKOXKHAWA MY>KJIaH !

Bce, BbIroBopuiiacek 1 Aaxe HEMHOro Jjierye crajo. Ho ynqusu-
TEJIbHO, YTO APpPOH HUYETO Ha 3TO MHE He OTBeUYaeT. XOTsI O0bIU-
HO 3aBOJMTCS C MOM-000pOTa OT Mapsl HEBUHHBIX (ppa3. A oT Ta-
KOTO OH BOOOIIIe A0JI’KeH ObLT IPUITH B SPOCTb.

[ToBOpaumBaio rojoBy U 3aCThIBAIO HA MECTE, IOTOMY 4TO Ap-
poHa He Buxy. Kyna on nencs?

— Tel petmmt otaensHO OT MeHs noutu? Hy u npekpacHo!
be3 Te0s1 MHE TOUHO OyaeT Jydile.

CHoBa B oTBeT TUIIMHA. Her, TyT 4TO-TO HE Tak.

A eciu ero yxe cXBaTujl KaKoWl-TO MOHCTP Y yTallliJI B CBOIO
MOJ3EMHYIO HOPY?

Sta MbIC/Ib IPUBOIUT MEHS B YKac U BbI3bIBAET JIMIIIb KeJla-
HHUE YHOCUTh HOrM. HO BMECTo 3TOro si OCTOpoXHO Uy oOpat-
HO, BbICMaTpuBasi AppoHa B ryctoil TpaBe. OH, KOHEUHO, Ta ellie
CBOJIOYb, HO HE MOTY e s1 Ha caMoM Jefie ero Opocuts? [a u,
YECTHO IOBOPs, CTPAIIIHO MHE OCTaBaThCsl OHOW B HE3HAKOMOM
MHUpE.

Jlenaio ere HECKOJBKO I1aroB U, HAKOHEll, 3aMe4al AppoHa.
OH CTOUT, COTHYBIINUCH U OITYCTUB I'OJIOBY, [TIO3TOMY $1 €TI0 U HE



yBUJIENA TIPEKIE.

— Hy, u 4ero 11 He or3bIBacmIbCA? VI3 BpeqHOCTH? — XMBI-
Kalo 1.

W cHOBa HeT 0TBETa, JOHOCATCS JIUIIIb TUXUE XPUIIbI.

— APppOH, 3T0 yXke He cMelTHO. B uem aeno? Th ceds mioxo
YyBCTBYEILb ?

W TyT OH BCKU/IBIBAE€T T'OJIOBY, OTYETO 1 MHCTUHKTUBHO OTIIIA-
THIBAIOCh Ha3aJ M YyTh HE MaJ1alo Ha 3eMJTI0. [ 1a3a ropsAT Hemcro-
BbIM CBEUYEHHUEM, HE TaK, KaK Mpexe. A B3I IPOCTO JI0 Yep-
TUKOB ITyTaer.

— Tl 3numIbCST HA MEHA? — TUXO CIPAIIUBAIO 51, HO TYT Xe
TEepsI0 Jap pe4u, KOrja JPakoH OTKPBIBAET POT, 3710 YXMBLISACH,
U OOHaXaeT JIMHHBbIE OEJIOCHEKHbIe KJIBIKM, KAKUX y HEro He
OBLIIO TIPEX/IE.

OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHS KaK XUIIHUK Ha 0Oy — B MIPSIMOM
cMbIciie 3Toro cioBa. M 6yaro pagyercst aTomy.

— APpOH, YTO MPOUCXOIUT? — 3aUKasICh, CIIPAIIUBAIO 1.

Hano Bce-taku 6exatb, HO TEJIO HE CIYIIAETCs, U HOTH OYATO
HAQJIWJIUCh CBUHIIOM.

W Bapyr ero iuio Kopuurtcst OyATo oT 6011. AppOH CKaUTCS,
Y U3 €r0 TPYAU BBIPHIBAETCS ITTyXOM YTPOOHBIH PhIK:

— bern, JIuza. bermu. ..
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