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4l cuacTiMBasi HeBecTa, COBCEM CKOpO Mosi cBaabOa. Ho Bce MeHsieTcs1, korna
MPUXOAMT MPUKA3 OTIPABUTh MEHs B UMIiepatopckuit 1eopeil: Ero BennuectBo
’KeJaeT Bocnonb30Barbes «[IpaBoM HA HEBUHHOCTb», CTAPUHHBIM JIOTOBOPOM,
3aKJIIDYEHHBIM MOMM IIPEJKOM C IIPABAILIEN TMHACTUEN. Sl B ykace, Befb IO cliyXam
UMIIepaTop Hacroslee yygosuuie. Ho qaxke ecnu s BBLKMBY OCTIE HOYM C HUM,

TO C €r0 JIO’)Ka OTIPABIIOCh B INIyXOW MOHACTBIPb, I71€ IPOBEY OCTATOK KU3HU —
OCKBEpHEHHas1 IPyrUM MYKUYMHOU KEHUXY s He HyHa.Kak crnactuce ot crpaniHon
y4actu?
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Hapuna Pomm
KOHTpPaKT HAa HEBUHHOCTb. Uy:Kasi
Hesecra Umneparopa /IpakoHoB

1

Mapuanna

30JI0TOM COTHEYHBIN JIyUUK TOIIEKOTal HOC, U 5, [POMKO axHYB, INOACKOYWIA HA MOCTENN —
npocnana! Cearaa Masecca, Kak ke Tak?! f Benp K 3ToMy yTpy L€JIbIi IO TOTOBMJIACH !

CrieteB ¢ KpoBaTH, KMHYJIaCh K OKHY, B3IVISIHYJIa Ha HEOO U ¢ OOJIerYeHNeM BBIIOXHY/Ia — He
TaK YK U rpocnaa. Enie ycrero 1ooparbces 10 3epKabHOIo Jieca U 0 NONSIHKY, IJe OIUH pa3 B rojy
PacITyCKaeTcsi BOJIIEOHBII IIBETOK «CEMHIIBET».

O6oapuBIIMCh, HAYaJIa TOPOIUIMBO HATATMBATh IIPOCTOE XOJIIOBOE IUIAThE, B3SITOE B3aMBbI y
ropHnyHoit Jlacu. Hajena KoxxaHble CaroXKH, BHICOTOH /10 CEPEAMHBI IIIMKOJIOTKH, — B Jlecy 00yBb
HY’KHa KpeliKasi, HaJle)kHast. BelTaimia u3-1oj KpoBaTH ¢ Beuepa PUroTOBJIEHHYIO CYMKY C 3a4apo-
BaHHOH KOPOOYIIKOM, KyJa MO)KHO CEMHILIBET CIIOKHUTh U HE OECIIOKOUTHCS, UTO IIOMHeTcs. Tam ke
1 OyTepOpoz JieKasl, KOTOPHI 51 y TJIABHOM CTPSITYXH BBITPOCHIIA — JI0 Jieca M OOPaTHO MyTh HeOIn3-
KM, HaBepHSKA YCIel0 MTPOroyIofaThesl.

CoOpaBIIKCch, yXBaTUIIACh 32 PYUYKY Ha OKHE M OCTOPOXKHO MOTSIHYJIa €€ BBEPX — HAJ10 OTKPHITh,
YyTOOBI HE 3aCKpUIIENa cTapast pama, a To nepeOy:Ky NOJIOBUHY 3aMKa, U MPOILail MOH MOXO[ 32 CEMU-
nBeroM. OKHO OTKpbUIOCHh 0O€3 €AMHOro 3ByKa, U, MOMOJMBLIMCH CBATON Maecce, s epeKuHy.a
HOT'y 4yepe3 MOJAOKOHHUK, NOTSHYA K ce0e BTOpPYIO, U TYT. ..

— 1 kyna 310 BBI cOOpauck, Heccu MapranHa?!

Hy Bor!

— Hanromka, Thl jke 3Haelllb, CEMULBET CETrofiHsl pacilycKaeTcs! — 1 yMOJIsIoLIe CI0XKUIA JIaJo-
KK Ha rpyau. — He cobepy ceroansi, ele rof kaaTh MpUAETCs. A depes rof s yxe y Myka B 3aMKe
KuUTb Oyay, Ha ceBepe. TaMm ceMHIIBET HE pacTeT, IO3TOMY MHE 3arac Hy’KHO CIeNaTh.

HsHiomka Tskesio B3JOXHYNA U BIPYT C KaJIOCTHIO MPOOOpMOTaJa:

— Jla yx, Ha ceBepe UXHEM HUYEro He pacTeT, TOJIbKO MYKUKH AUKHUE POASATCA.

— Hs-sniomka, s 3Hal0, 4TO Thl MOETO XXEHUXa He JIIOOWIIb, TOJIBKO He MoiMy 3a uto? BoH
kakue nogapku rpad dPepceit Mmue npruBo3ut! OH 70Op CO MHOM, JJACKOB M CMOTPUT Ha MEHS Tak,
YTO MOE CepAeYKO APOXHT, — IIOOUT OH MeHs. K ToMy ke OH OYeHb KpaCHBBIH.

— Kpacusbiii, KTO ke CIIOPUT, — COIVIACKIIACH HSHIOLIKA, MOMOPIIMBIIKMCH. — TONBKO C JMLIA
BOJY HE MUTb, HA JIyITy HAJI0O CMOTPETh, @ Y HETO OHA MYTHASI.

— Hanromika, Tl 0 MOEM JKE€HHXe TOBOPUIIb, He 3a0biBaics! [ToOosbine yBaxeHus, Tem Oonee s
ero Jio0J0, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA s CEpAMTO M CHOBA MoJIe3/1a yepe3 MOAOKOHHUK. — [Ipukpoil MeHs, eciu
BAPYI MaTyILIKa PaHO MpocHeTcs. 5 ObIcTpO B 3epKajibHbIi Jiec cOeraio U BEpHYCh, HUKTO HE Y3HAeT.

— Jla y nocrapaiitech — cerofHs K o0ejly Ballero )eHuxa x1yT, 10 CBaJbObI-TO BCEr0 HUYEro
OCTaJIoCh.

— Kak?! Ceronnsa Pocmyc npuener?! — BOCKJIMKHYIIA £, y&Ke JIEKa KUBOTOM Ha INOJOKOHHUKE U
HAIIIyTTbIBasi OJJHOW HOTOH ITyOOKYIO BHIIIEPOMHY B CTeHe. — MaTyIlka MHEe HUYero He CKa3asia Buepa.

— Ciopripu3 BaM XOTeJH CAeNaTh, — OypKHY/a CTapyIika. — TONbKO Jydlie Obl BCe YMH-YHMHOM
cleJIaM, Kak MOJOKEeHO: O(pULMATIbHBIN BUBUT, IPUEM U ITpOYee.

— Tak pmener, HaBepHOe, HET Ha MPHUEM-TO? — MPEANOTIOKMIA SI. — Y OATIOMIKH Jea COBCEM
HEBAXHO MOCJIeJHEE BpeMs UJYT.
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— Coscem mioxo uayT. [loromy u nponanu Teds, Kacatouky, rpady 3ToMy, — MpoIIenTana
HSIHIOIIKA, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY U HE IJIs1/1s1 Ha MeHsl. Ha y1iie Ha Mur ctasio TpeBOKHO, HO s TTIOCTIeITHIIA
OTOTHATh HETIPUSATHBIC MBICIIH.

— He B3aymaii Pocmycy uto-To mioxoe ckazarsk! — cypoBo nmorpedoBaiia. — Bee, s monuia, 1 He
BOJTHYHCS 32 MOIO JaJIbHEHINYIO KU3Hb — BOT YBU/IUIIIb, 1 OyIy cyacT/ivBa ¢ rpagom!

[pupepxuBasch 3a cTeOaM CTAPOro IUTIONIA, OTUIETAIONIETO CTEHY, HAIyIbIBasi HOTaMU SIMKH
Y BBICTYITBI B CTAPOU KJIAJIKE, 51 HAYaJIa IIYCTPO CITyCKAThCS.

— Cmotpute, HeccH, He 3a/IepKUBATECh B JIECY CBOEM, — IPOIIENTAla HSHIONIKA, O TMOsIC
CBECHUBIIIHCH U3 OKHA. — OJTHOM HOToM Tyaa, APyroi ooparHo!

CripbiTHYB Ha 3eMJIIO, 5 33]1pajia roJIOBYy M NoMaxasa HsHEe PyKOM:

— He Gecrokoiics, Most cTapymika, s murom! Korga maryiika rmpocHercs, yxe Oyay aoma.

T'oBOpst 3TO, 51 ICKPEHHE BEpWIia, YTO Tak W OyleT — MapIIpyT J0 Jieca ObUT MPOMIeH MHOM
COTHHM pa3, KakAasi KOUKa Ha HeM 3HaKOMa, KaKJIblil MOBOPOT Kak porHoil. [ToaToMy erie pa3z MaxHy:a
PYKOH TPEBOKHO IIISISIIEH HA MEHSI KEHIIMHE, 3aKMHYJIa CYMKY Ha IJIe40 M MEJTKMMU NepeOekKamMu
JBUHYJIACH K JIATIBHEMY YTy caja: TaM B 3a00ope nMesnach 3a00TIIMBO 3aMaCKMPOBAHHASI MHOM JIbIPa
HapyKy.

BnaronosydHo mposesiia uepes Hee U, YIbI0asiCh COTHBIIIKY M CBOEMY XOpOIIeMy HACTPOEHHIO,
noOeskasia 1o MyCTHIHHOW JOPOTe K JIaeKou 0eso-roay0oit Mmonocke 3epKabHOro Jieca.

[NepecraBisiss HOTM MO MBLTHHOW MPOCETIOYHOM JIopore, S TyMaia O CBOel CKOpou cBajpoe ¢
rpacom. Eme pasMelnnisiia o mpeacTosineM nepeese B ero 3aMOK Ha ceBepe — JeCATh JAHEW MyTH
OT POIHOTO 3aMKa. Jlaneko, KOHEYHO, HO UTO JIeJIaTh: AEBYIIKH BHIPACTAIOT U BHITAPXUBAIOT U3 POIH-
TEJIbCKOTO THe3a. HaunHaioT cBoe cCOOCTBEHHOE BUTh, C MYXKeM, C JETKAMH.

Tem Oosee KO MHE HUKTO U HE CBATAJICS U3 HAIIMX KpPaeB — MOM OeJible BOJIOCHI BCEX KEHU-
XOB OTTAJKUBAJIM. Y HAC TOJBKO YEPHOBOJIOCHIE J1a TEMHO-KAIITAHOBBIE KPACABUIIBI B LIEHE, KAK MOSI
mtaamiast cectpa Jlaypa. Bot k Heil yxe odepesib Ha CBATOBCTBO CTOMT, XOTsI OHA €I1le HeCOBEPIIIECH-
HOJIETHSASI. A KO MHE HET. ..

Tak 9rto, KoOrjaa mpuiuio mMucekMo ot rpada Pepcest ¢ OpauHbIM MPEAJIOKEHUEM, MareHbKa 1
Pa3oyMBbIBaTh HE CTaJl, Cpa3y OTBETHMII coryiacueM. $1 Torna mosiaHs peiaaia: Obuia yBepeHa, uto rpad
OKaKeTCsl CTAPUKOM WM ypoaom. MHade 3aueM emy ¢ Takoi OeroOpreicoit cBsa3biBaThesi? Ho rpad
OKAa3aJICsI HACTOSIIIIUM KpacaBIIeM: MOJIOJION, OOraTo OfIETHIM, CTATHBIN, a rojioc Kako! OH OueHb MHE
TIOHPABHJICS.

W He TonbKo MHe, Kak oKa3zasioch. Jlaypa qaxe cKaHAasl yCTpOWia, MOJI, 9TO €d TaKOW KEeHHX
JOJKEH JJOCTaThCsl, a He MHe, ypoauHe. B ToT pa3 cectpa pa3o3nmiach M HaKpyuvasia Ha MEeHsl, CJIOBHO
9TO 51 BUHOBATA, YTO rpad KO MHE MocBaTascs, a He K Heil. OOBUHIIA B TOM, UTO sI Maruio rpuMe-
HWIA, YTOOBI IPUMAHUTH K cebe Takoro xkenuxa. [Iotom aynach u He pasroBapuBaia CO MHOM TIOUTH
HEJIeNo, TIOKa MaTyIKa He ycTpowia el HaroHsiit. Tlocie atoro cectpuiia Bpojie Obl YCIIOKOMIACh.
Ho Bce paBHO s HET-HET J1a JIOBWJIA €€ 3JIbIe B3IJISIIbI, KOoraa rpad MHe yIblOacs: Ui KOMIUTMMEHTHI
TOBOPUIL

Jla, )KeHMX y MeHs — Ha 3aBUCTh MHOTMM, M 51 caMa JI0 CHX TOp He O KOHIIa Bepuia, 4YTo
9TO He CKa3Ka, YTO TaKOM MYKYMHA CTaHET MOUM MykeM. UyBcTBOBasa ceOsl CYACTIIMBOM JJOHENb3s,
MIOYTH Ha KPbUIbSX JieTasa. Y TonbKo He0OXOAMMOCTD TaK JaJIeKO yeXaTh OT POIUTENIEH MOpTHiIa MOe
pagy’KHOE HACTPOEHHE U 3aCTaBJIsiia 3apaHee IPYCTHTh.
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Bcagnuk norHan MeHs, Korja si Oblla Ha TOJIOBUHE MYTH K Jiecy. OrpOMHBIN YEepHBI KOHb
MIOPABHSJICA CO MHOHM M HEKOTOPOE BpeMs LLEJ PSJIoM, a 5 Jjake He 3aMeTHIa — BCs B JyMax O CBOEM
OyaymeM cyactee Obuta. Tak 4TO, KOrga MeHsl OKJIMKHYJ HU3KUH, KAKOH-TO TOPTAHHBIA MYKCKOH
roJIoC, 1ae MOAIPBITHYJIa OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU U 3a CepALle CXBATHIIACh.

— CBaras Manecca, 4ToO ke Bbl TaK HOJKPaJbIBAETECh, TOCIIOIMH XOPOLIMiA?! — IPOroBopuIa,
cTapasich TMoipaXkarb MPOCTOMY TOBOPY, YTOOBI IJTaThI0 CBOEMY COOTBETCTBOBATH M MOIO3PEHUIA HE
BbI3BaTh. A TO JOrajaercs KTo-TO, YTO 51 HE CIyKaHKa U3 3aMKa, a X035€B JI0YKa, MUTOM POIUTENISM
J0JI0KaT, YTO MOJIOJAsi TOCMHOXa B OMMHOUYKY M MEUIKOM IO jJoporam macraeT. Toraa MeHs Heemo
13 KOMHAThl HE BBIIYCTAT, Ha XJ1€0 ¥ BOy B HaKa3aHHe MocasAT — Yy MaTyHIKHU MO YaCTHU XOPOLINX
MaHep CTPOro BCe.

— IIpoctu, kpacaBulia, — yabIOHYJICS MY)KYKMHA U CBECUJICSA C JIOIIau B MO0 cTopoHy. CoBceM
PAIOM CO MHOW OKAa3aJIoCh €ro JIMLIO — CMYIJIOE, YEPHOIJIa30€, BCE B MEJIKMX IIpaMax, CJIOBHO €ro
nocekJ1o 4yeM-To. Hekpacroe u1o. ..

4l oTomna Ha ImaXKOK Ha3al, a My)XUYMHA 0eJI03y00 YIIBIOHYIICS U CITPOCHIT:

— Otkyzaa u Kyaa uzens B oquHovectBe? He Goutbest pa30oiHIKaM 1mornacTbes?

A BOT ynbpIOKa y HEro xopoiuasi, ICKpeHHss1 Takasi, mpustHas. ¥ Pocmyca ynbsiOka gpyras —
cliepkaHHasl, XOJIOIHOBATAsl, MaMa MPO TaKKe TOBOPUT «OIaropoHasi». A 3TOT BO Bce 3yObl CKaIUTCH,
¥ BBIIJISIUT 3TO XOTh ¥ HEOIArOpoOJHO, HO. .. IPUSATHO, Ja.

— Kakue pa36oitHuku, 100pblil rocnoguH? — YOUBUJIACh 51 HA BOIPOC. — Y HAC MX JAaBHEHBKO
He Buaiu. Kak Hail HOBBII MpaBUTESb HA TPOH B3OLIEN, TaK M HAYAJIM THUX ILIEJIbM BBIBOIUTD U3
JIECOB, TaK 4TO OE30MAaCHO y HAC TYT.

— Hy 4 pan, ecim Tak, — cepbe3HO KMBHYJI MY)KUMHA U cell B cefijie poBHO. — Kyaa myTh nep-
Kuiib? Moxer noase3t Te0s1?7 Murom 1omuy, KOHb Y MEHs CUJIbHBIN.

— Her, criaci60, MHe Bcero-HUYEro OCTasioch, HOXKKaMH JOHIy. A BaM 100poro myTH, rocrio-
JMH, — M0eJIala CTPOro U MoIllia BIepes — IMyCTh KOMY JpyroMmy Takue IpeasiokeHus aenaer!

BcagHuk erme HeKOTOpoe BpeMsl 32 MHOHM eXajl, CMOTpeJ MHE B CIIMHY Tak, 4YTo f, JaXe He
OIVISA/IBIBASICh, €TO B3IVISA] YyBCTBOBAJA. A OTOM MPUILIIOPUII KOHS U yMYaJICs BIIEPE/, TOJIKO PYKOW
MaxHyJI Ha MPOILIAHKE.

3epKaJIbHbIiI J1IeC BCTPETUII MEHS1 MPOXJIaJ0il, CyMEPEYHBIM CBETOM M TOHKMM 3BOHOM, CJIOBHO
OOKaJIbl U3 PArolieHHOTO TUPU3CKOTO XPYCTallsl MO3BSKUBAIOT. 3€PKaJIbHBIN JIeC, OH TAKOM, BOMIIIEO-
HbIiA. U iepeBbsi, ¥ 3ByKH, M 3allaxy 3/1eCh HEOOBIUHbIE, HE KaK B JPYTMX MECTax.

51 ObicTpO 10Opanack 10 HYKHOM MONSHKH U € 00JIerYeHUEM BbIIOXHYJIA — CEMULIBETHI TOJIBKO-
TOJIBKO pacIlycKaTbcsl Haya . besocHe:xKHble TolOBKY MPUIIOIHSIMCH HaJl TYCTOM 3€JIeHOM TPaBOW U
MaxJIM TaK, YTO CEepALle 3aMHUPAJIO OT YAOBOJBCTBUS. 17151 TOrO MX M COOMPAIOT, YTOOBI IyXH C/IeaTh,
OT KOTOpPbIX TOJI0OBA Y MYXKUYMH KPYXUTbCs OyAeT. S Kaxplil roj 3armac ceMHIBETa Jieialo 1 noma-
JIEHbKY JyXH W3rOTaBJIMBAIO HA MTPOJAKy, TOMOraio ceMbe (PUHAHCOBO.

XOThb 51 M He HacTosIIasl TPaBHHIA, HO YeM MOTY, TeM U 3apalarhiBaio — Jeia y OaTIOmIKH
UAYT IUIOXO, JIEHEr MOCTOSIHHO He XBaraeT. A OyxXW W3 cemuuBera jgoporo croat. U mycts Jlaypa
(eIpKaeT Ha MeHsl, 003bIBAaCT TOPrOBKOM, HO M camMa HEeT-HeT J1a U BBIIIPOCHT KaleJbKy, KOria Ha 0a
WM TIPHEM K cocefisiM codmpaertcs. [lalo, KOHeuHO, MHE He XaJIKO, XOTsI MaTyIIIKa 3TO He TOOIIpsieT.
['oBOpHT, AEBYIIKA JOIKHA MY)KYMHY YMCTOTOM U XOPOIIMMHU MaHepaMH1 IPUBJIEKATh, & HE 3alaxamMu
Pa3BpaTHBIMU.

Sl mporuiack, crapasich He HACTYIIMTh HU Ha OJIMH LIBETOK. BbiOpana Tpu u norpocuia y jeca
paspelleHus copBarh. Jlec B OTBET IPUATHO 3a3BEHEN — pa3pelaeT. Yepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT LIBETKH
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yXke Jiexaad B Moed KopoOylIlke, a s CHjesa Ha TIeHeUKe, BAbIXala BOJIIEOHBI apoMar U KeBaja
CBOM OyTepOpo, BHIHYTHIN U3 CYMKH.

MpicnsiMu Oposviia. .. COBCEM He TaM, Tie JA0JKHA. XOoTesla CHOBA MOAyMaTh Mpo KeHUXa, HO
niepe]] r7a3aMu MoYeMy-TO BCTal BCAJHUK, YTO HEJABHO JOTHAJI MeHs Ha jopore. Pyruys ce0s 3a
HETIPaBUJIbHbIE MBICITH, 51 OBICTPO J0€s1a XJ1e0, CTPSAXHYA B TPaBy KPOIIKH — NITUYKAM YToleHUe — 1
Bcrana. [lopa 10Moi, a To COJTHIIE YK€ BBICOKO MOJIHSIOCh, CKOPO MAaTYIIKa MMPOCHETCS] U HABEPHSIKA
KO MHE B KOMHATY 3aiiJIeT.

[NoknoHuack secy, npegynpennia, 4to He 3Halo, Koraa cMory emie pa3 npuidti. Codpanach
YXO/IUTh, HO HE YCIesa: Ha MOJSIHKY, IVIs/1s1 Ha MEHsI CTPAIIHBIMY K PACHBIMU IJIa3aMU, BBIIIUIO KYTKOE
yygoswuie. [1oTsHyI0 HOCOM BO3/yX M TOILIO MPSIMO HA MEHS. . .

3acThIB OT yKaca, s CMOTpeJia Ha CTPAIIEHHOTO MOHCTPA: TO JI1 0OOPOTHS, HE CYMEBIIIETO Bep-
HYTbh OOpPaTHO YeI0BEYEeCKUI OOJMK, TO JIM YeOBEKa, HaYaBIIIero MpeBpamiaThes B 3Beps, /1a TaK U
3aCTPSBILETO Ha TOJITYTH.

UynoBuiiie 110 HA TOYCOTHYTHIX 33JIHUX KOHEYHOCTSX. JIMHHOE 3BEpPUHOE TEJIO C HOT JIO
TOJIOBBI MOKPBHITO KOocMaror Oypoil miepctbio. TTomyBommubs, momycodaubsi MOpAa BMECTO JIMIA U
KJIBIKM B OCKQJICHHOM TMACTH, [UTMHOM C MOIO JIAJIOHb, JKeJIThie, cTpainHbie. U rasa, xyTkue, ropsinue
KpacHbIM U MepTBhIM. Ha mepennux namax, OoJblie MOXOXKHUX Ha 0OPOCIIME HIEPCTHIO YPOIIMBbIE
PYKH, YeThIpe YeJTOBEYECKUX MaJIblia C OCTPBIMHM KOTTSMU. 3a/HUE JIalbl JIOXMAThle, COBEPIICHHO
3BEpUHbIE.

«TBapb» — y HAaC Tak Ha3bIBAJIM TOTO MOHCTPA, 5 MHOTO pa3 CIbIIIaia, KaKk O HEM IIENTAIUCh
CITyTH, OMMCHIBAIM, KaK OH BBHIIAAUT. [0 Ha3a] 3TO UyIOBUIINE CTAJIO MOSIBJISITHCS B OKPECTHBIX
necax. YouBano 0e3 paz0opy Bce, UTO TOMAJaIoch XUBOE: CKOTUHY JIM, YeJloBeKa Jiu. Majo Komy
YZIAJIOCh CIIACTUCH OT €0 KJIBIKOB U KOT'TEH.

OcobeHHO o0 OH JIEBYIIIEK MOJIOABIX, HEBMHHBIX Tep3aTb. 3a Tojl ykKe MATepPbIX 3arphi3 B
COCEHUX Jlecax, M Bce, KaK OfiHa, KpacaBullpl Obuty. Illentaiuck, 4To y BeeX MATEPhIX BOJIOCH Kak
BOPOHOBO KpbLUIO, (pUrypucThie ObUTM AEBYIIKH, B CUACTIMBBIX HeBecTax xomwiau. B lanbHeMm necy
OfIHYy pacTep3aJl, JBOMX B 3apevyHoM, ele JBoux B Mexxonmbe 3arpsi3. Ho, uToObl B BoMeOHOM
3epKaJIbHOM JIecy TBaph MOSBUIIACH, O TAKOM JIaKe TIOMBICTUTD ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

COBHO B OTBET Ha MOM MBICIIH, JIEC 3alIyMeJ, 3a3BEHEN CEPIAUTO, HA MOHCTPA CBEPXY BETKH
TsDKEJIbIe MOCHINANUCh. [la TObKO eMy BCe paBHO, He 3aMeTuil Jaxe. Ha mepesnue narsl npunai u
K MPBIKKY MTPUTOTOBHIICS. . .

Cesras Masiecca, ykpoii u yoeperu!

CyMKa ¢ KOpoOyIIKOW C CeMHIIBETaMH BhINajia y MEHsI U3 PyK, U sI Hauasla MSTUTHCS, XOTS
MOHKMMAJIA, 4TO 3TO r1yno. OT TBapH He yOeKHUIIb, He CKPOEIIIbCsl, JOTOHUT B 1Ba cyeTa. TOIBKO CHJIBI
NoTepsielllb ¥ paJocTb €My CBOMM CTPaxOM JOCTaBHIIIb.

A dyju1Iie To JId IOUrpaTh CO MHOW PEIINJIO, TO JIH eIlle YTO, HO MPhIraTh nepeaymMao. BrsaHymno
HOCOM BO3[IyX, OOJIM3HYJIOCh 1 ME[IEHHO ABUHYJIOCH KO MHe. Crenaet mar u oonusHercs. Eie miar
Y BO3/YyX C HIyMOM B ceds notsiHeT. CoBceM Onu3Ko yxe. Maer, HocoM BOIMT, CIIIOHOM Ha 3eMITIO
KamaeT. f y)xe CIbIIIy, Kak OT HETO MEP30CThIO M 3aCOXIIIEN KPOBBIO HECET. . .

Heyxenu u3Hb MOSI HA 9TOM U 3aKOHUUTCA?! 3aX0TeI0Ch 3aKPHITh 171a3a, YTOOB HE BUJIETD,
KaK Yy/IOBHIIE MPBITHET HA MEHS, YTOOBI pa30pBarth. . .

— He 0oiics, kpacaBuiia, — CJIOBHO ¢ HeOa MPO3ByYal HU3KUU, TOPTAHHBIH TOJIOC.

Paznancsa ToHKMIA CBUCT TETMIBBI M UYJIOBHUIIE 3apeBesio oT Oomu. He Bepss cBoum miasam, s
CMOTpeJIa, Kak TBaph KaTaeTcs Mo 3eMJie, KaK IMBITAeTCsl BBIAEPHYTh U3 BOJIOCATOTO TUIeYa CTpeny U
OemieHo perauT OT Oonu. TToxoke, HAKOHEYHUK-TO 3arOBOPEHHBIN, MHAYE C Yero Obl Uy/lIOBHIILY TaK
BBITh U KOPYUTHLCS OT MAJICHbKOW PaHKHU B Tuieue?

[Nepeno MHO¥ BBIpOCIIA MIMPOKAsi CIIMHA ¥ 3arOponiia OT MOHCTpa. My)XK4rHA BHIHYJI U3 HOXKEH
Meu, Iardy’1 Brepes 1 3amaxnysics. Ho ynapuTts He ycrien: TBapb, 3aBbIBasi ¥ MPUIA/Ias HA OHY JIaIy,
KHMHYJIACh MIPOYb. MUT, U CKPbLIACh MEKILy IEPEBbEB, a JIEC 3aresl TOHKO, CJIOBHO C O0JIerYeHUEM.
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— Hy BOT ¥ Bce, — OBEpHYJICA KO MHE MYXK4YMHa, BO3Bpallas Me4d B HOXKHbl. BHUMaTeIbHO
OIJIsieN MeHs1, MSIrKo cripocit: — Mcmyrasnach?

S Tonpko U cMmora KHWBHYTb, I'OJIOC OTKa3bIBAJICA MEHA CIIYIIATbCA. My)KLII/IHa, JIETKO CTyIlad,
clIeNaJl KO MHe II1ar, HakJIOHWICs. 1 CHOBa ero JIMIo OKa3aJioch OJIM3KO K MOeMy, Jiaxe Onxe, 4eM
TOTJIa Ha JIOpOTe. . .

— Cniacu60 Bam, J0OpBIil rocoqvH. Bbl MHE U3HB ClIaciu, — MpoJierieTaa s, OMmycKas ria3a
— 51 yy’Kasi HeBECTa, HEJIb351 MHE Ha 9TOr0 MY)KUHHY TaK OJIM3KO CMOTPETH.

— Cnacu60 mano, — OKHYJI oH HecornacHo. — C Te0s morenyi, KpacaBHIia.

—Yr0?! — axHyIa s1, BCKU/BIBAS IJ1a3a, U 3aMepia, OJM3K0-0JIM3KO IS B YEPHIOIINE, CJIOBHO
Houb B [lenn [lepenioma rona, masa. — K-kakoi n-nomesnyi?!
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My’KurHa THXOHBKO 3acMesuics. TerbIMu nanpiamMu 0OHsIT MO OAOOPOIOK, TOTSIHYI BBEPX,
3aCTaBJIsAs IOAHATD JIULIO.

— ThI HUKOTAA HE 1eIoBaJIach, MaJIeHbKasl KpacaBHiia? — CIIPOCUIT XPUILIO.

BonblmM nasbiieM MeajeHHO MOBEJ OT YroJIka pTa BBepX 1o Iieke. KocHysics BUCKa U Tak ke
MeJJIeHHO 1ories1 BHU3. CTeK 1O CKyJie, JIETKO NOMIauil 4yBCTBUTEIbHYIO KOXKY MO/ HOAOOPOAKOM.
U Bce 310, HE OTpBIBas B3MIsAa OT MOMX Bpa3 MEepPecOXUINX Iy0.

— H-Her, HuKora, — 1menxyna s CeBIIMM I'OJIOCOM.

OT nasplieB MY)XUMHBI 1IUIM CTPaHHbIE BOJIHBI, OTJAIOLIMECS B MoeM Tesie Apoxbio. [lekam
CHEJAJIOCh JKapKo, IPy/ib HATIOJHUIIO HEMOHATHOE TOMJIEHHE.

— DT0 clagKo, MOs1 MaJieHbKasi HEBUHHASI KPACaBUIIA, — MY)KCKHE TNaJIblibl CKOJIb3HY/JIM BHU3
10 11Iee, MPOYEPTUIM JOPOXKKY IO Kpalo BOPOTA IUIaThsl U MOLLIM BBEpX. OOOTHYIM yXO, KOCHYJIUCH
BOJIOC M CHOBA JIETJIM Ha MOI00POIOK. — XoTena Obl HompodoBaTh?

— H-He 3Hal0. .. — TOIBKO M cMOIJIA IPOU3HECTH.

My:x4rHa yCMEXHYJICS, HAKJIOHWICS ¥ TOpsTYMe TBEp/Ible I'yObl TPUKAIUCh K MOMM. S 3amepra,
HE B CWJIaX cejiaTh HU equHOro aprkeHus. Cepaiie OeeHo 3aKOJIOTUIIOCh, a Mo Telly mpoOexana
TaKasi IPUATHAS POXKb, UTO 51, KAKETCs, TAXOHBKO 3aCTOHAJIA.

— Ja, mouenyii cnajiok, MOsi KpacaBHILIa, — BBIIOXHYJI My’KUMHA U CHOBA IPUIIAJ K MOUM I'y0aM.

4l nomkHa OblIa OCTAHOBUTH €70, HO TI0OYEMY-TO He CAenasia Toro. ..

My’KurHa 11e10BaJl MeHsI HECTIEIITHO, MSITKO JIacKast Moy TyObl. Kpenkue pyku oOHsIM MeHs 3a
TaJIMIO, TIPUTATUBAs OMKe K MYKCKOW Ipyau. S 4yBcTBOBasa TEIUIO €ro Teja, ero AbIXaHue, EeKo-
yyllee MHe 11et0. DTo OblLT NEPBBIi MOLEeTyil B MOEl KU3HU, U 5 BAPYT 331pOXKajla OT HE3HAKOMBIX,
CJIAJKUX OIILyLIEHUH.

— Thl oueHb BKyCHasl, MOW OEJIOCHEKHBIN IIBETOUEK, — IYOBbl MY)KYMHBI HA MUT OTOPBAJIMCh OT
MOWMX, TiporrenTtany: — Paccimadecs. .. [JoBepbesi MHe, 51 He CAenal HIYEro IIoxoro. . .

CIOBHO 3aBOpO’KEHHAS! €r0 CJIOBAMH s1 HECMEJIO MTPUOTKPbLIA TYOBI, TO3BOJISASL €My YIITyOUTb
nouenyit. [IpukocHOBEeHUS apuiiv YIOBOJIBCTBUE, 3aCTABIISIIM PACTBOPATHCS B €r0 IPUKOCHOBEHUSIX.
Bpems croBHO 3aMepIio, M BeCh MUP CY3WICS 0 Pa3MEpOB HAIIMX TECHBIX 0OBATHH. §1 3Hana, 4T
MIOCTYTIAIO IJIOXO0, YTO 00s13aHa OTTOJIKHYTh HE3HAKOMIIA, HO MPOAOJIKAIA IPUKUMATECS K HEMY.

HesxHocTh ero nouesys 3aBopaxuBala, yIoBOJIbCTBUE TOMHOM HEroi TekJio no BeHam. Cepaue
YyBCTBOBAJIO TOPOILIMBOE OMEHHE MYKCKOTO CEpALia: MHE Ka3aJloCh, OHO CTYYUT B YHUCOH C MOUM.

Korga myxumnHa, HakoHell, OTITyCTUJI MEHS, s e[JBa MoIJia nepeBecTy Jbixanue. [llexu nmputany,
ryOBbl TOpENH, a TeJIo CAEIaI0Ch MSATKAM U MOJATIMBBIM, CJIOBHO JKeJe U3 TYIIMCTOW MaJIHBI, YTO
TOTOBAT Ha MPa3/IHUK CEPEAMHBI JIeTa.

— Moenems co mHOM, KpacaBuua? S He 00MXKy, HapsnOB TeOe KyIUNO, B JOME KPaCHBOM
MIOCEJII0. .. — MPOLIENTa] MyXX4YMHa, CHOBA MPUTATUBAs MeHsl K cBoel rpyau. M TyT MeHs CIOBHO
KparmBoil 000XKIJIO — UTO ke 51 TBopio! S Besb HeBecTa, MOYTH KEHa, a B JieCy HernoTpeOCTBaMu €
Yy’KaKOM 3aHMMAIOCh !

INonHsAna pyku, ynepiaach JaJOHAMM B KAMEHHYIO TPy/b HE3HAKOMIIA U ¢ CUJION TosKHYa. He
OKUJIABIINI 9TOT0, MyKUMHA pa3kan OObsATHUS, a 51 OTIIPHITHYJIA Ha3a 1 ¥ 3allluIelia AUKOW KOIIIKOM:

— BbI uTO Takoe ropopure, rocriognH xopoumii! Yro 3a cpam npeiaraere! S yecTHas AeByIIKa,
Uy MEH$ eCTb KeHuX !

— KeHu-ux... — HaCMENUIMBO MPOTSAHYJ MYKUMHA, IPOKUIrast MEHs] CBOMMHU YE€PHBIMHU IJ1a3H-
mamu. — Yo ke oH TeOs B TAKME MeCTa, IJie TBapb JUKasi Opomut, oaHy otmyctii? He Oyap y MeHs
Nl B 9TOM JIeCY, OCTAIUCh Obl OT €r0 HEBECTHl POKKM Ja HOXKKU. Vmm Tpyc u cimabak oH, OouTcst
HEBECTY CBOIO JI0 Jieca POBOAUTD?
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— Jla BBI... J1a BBI... — MO/ €r0 SI3BUTEJBLHBIM B3MJISAJIOM s Hadaja 3abIXaThCsl OT OOMIBI Ha
ero CJI0Ba U 3aro3/aJioro CThljia 3a cBoe nosesieHue. Emie oT Bo3MyIeHusi, yto oH rpada ciadakoM
Has3BaJ1. [IpephbIBaIOIIMMCSI FOJIOCOM BBIKPUKHYJIA!

— Mot keHHMX He ciadak, OH MPOCTO He 3HaJ, 4To A cioja nonuia! M BooOiie, oH ele He
npuexadn!

— Tak He 3HaN WM He Tpuexan? — My)XKUYMHA TIPUITOAHSIT CMOJISIHYI0O OPOBb M paccMesiyiCs. —
[Noka He MO3AHO, coraliancs Ha Moe TIpe/IIoKeHNe, KpacaBuIa.

My>X4rHa czienait Imar, oiMan MeHs 3a TAIUIO0 U KPErKo MPUTUCHYI K cBoe rpyau. [Ipsmo
riepe]; MOMM JIMIIOM OKAa3aJIMCh €ro IUIOTHO CKaThle I'yObl M YepHbIe, KaK CaMbIi CTpAIHbINA Tpex,
r1a3a. Hak1oHMIICS M HEeCTIelHO MpoBest Ty0amMu 1o MoeH Iieke, OT moadopoaka 1o Bucka. M cHoBa
10 MOeMy TeJly modeskajia TOMHUTENIbHAS IPOKb, 3aCTABHB IIEKU 3arblIaTh OT HEMO3BOJIUTEIBHOTO
YIOBOJILCTBUS U CTHIJA.

My>X4rHa C ITyMOM BTSIHYJ B ce0s1 BO3[LyX Y MOETO BHCKA M KapKO MICMHYJ Ha yXO:

— ThI Beb He JMOOMIIB €ro, 3TOr0 CBOETo KeHnXa. TBOe TeJIo TOBOPUT MHE 00 ITOM. ..

— JIo6mo! OTmycTuTe MeHs! — BCKpuJaa si.

Jla kak oH cMmeeT Takoe roBoputh! Hauana BeIBOpauMBaThest U3 Kpenkux oObsaTuil. [logHsiia
PYKY ¥ CO BCeld CHITBI yIapriia M He IyMAIOIIEro OTITYCKAaTh MEHsI My KUMHY. 3BYK MOIIEYMHBI TPOMOM
pasHeccs MO Jiecy, 3aImyTajcs B BETBSAX JEPEBbEB, M HACTYITWIIA 3BEHSIIAS TUIIMHA.

— Ay Te0s TsKenasi pyka, KpacaBuIa, — OOMaHYMBO CIIOKOMHO Tpou3Hec mMyxuuHa. [lo ero
MOKPHITON TEMHOM IIETUHOM ITIEKe PaCTEKAJICS Clie/l OT MOEH JIaJIOHH.

Sl cTosina HY KMBa HU MEPTBA, B yKace MIsA/s HA aJloe MSITHO HA MYXKCKOM JIMIE — YTO XKe s
TBOpI0?! CHavasa cama mo3BoJinia eMy HermoTpeOCTBa COBEpIIIATh, a IOTOM JIPAThCS Havasa, CJIOBHO
Y BIOPSIMb KpeCThsiHCKas Jouka. Yto oH 000 MHe nmogymaer? Kak s tenepsb rpady B riiaza CMOTpPETh
Oyj1y, TIOCJIe TOTO, YTO TYT BBITBOPSIJIA C Ty KMM MYKUMHOM ? UTO MaTyIIIKe CKaXKYy, KaK OMPaBIbIBATHCS
Oyj1y, eClii OHa O YeM-HUOYb JAorajiaercs?

A 3TOT MyXXYMHA — KTO OH TaKOM, OTKY/Ia 3/1eCh, B 3epKaJIbHOM Jiecy, B3siics? BommeOHsbIi jec
YyXKaKoB He JIIOOUT: YTOOBI B HETO 3aiiTH, HYXKHO 3aC)TyKHUTh pa3pelieHue. He nHaue Mar, v CUJTbHBIMH,
pas3 crozia MpoIres ¥ ¢ TBAPhio B Ba CUETa CIIPABUIICS.

— IIpoctute rocrogrH, HO TOJBKO BBl CaMHM BUHOBaThl! — BCKpUYasia s, 9yTh HE IUiaya OT
Jocajipl, CThIA M cTpaxa. HakyioHmnack, cxBaTiia CBOI0 CYMKY € KOpPOOYIIIKOH ¢ CEMHUIIBETAMH U
KHMHYJIach ObLIO OexaTh. [la TobKO OOIbIIIe MATH IIAroB cieath He yernena. Myskckas pyka rnoumarna
MeHS1, CUJTbHBIC TTAJTbITBI CTHCHYJIU 3arsICThE.

— He criemm, kpacaBuiia, — Mpo3Byvalio CypoBO, ¥ CHOBA IEPeI0 MHOM YepHBIE T71a3a, TOJIBKO
TeTiepb B HUX TOPeJIo kapKoe u 3710e TiaMsi. — Kak TeOst 30ByT, KTO TBOM POIUTENN?

— Cupora, y TeTKM XHUBY, — TIPUHSLIACH 51 BPaTh, MOJIS CBATYI0 Majieccy MpOCTUTh MHE JIOKb.
JlepHyna pyKy, MBITAsICh BRIPBATLCS U3 KEJIE3HON XBaTKU.

— VMg TeTku? — pABKHYJI MyKUMHA U TIEpEXBATUII MEHs ellle KperJe.

— Punacka, — Beinanunia s neppoe npuiteiiee Ha yM uMsi. — OTIyCTUTe, TOCTIOIUH XOPOIIIHiA!
MHe nomoi Hago!

— Kak 1ebs1 30ByT? — MyXKUMHA U He TIOAyMaJl OTIYCTUTh MOE 3alsICThe, TOJIBKO MaJIbIbl IyTh
paccnadu.

— Ma... Mapu..q. Mapus MeHs 30ByT, — BBIKPUKHYJIA 32KMYPHUBILUCSH. [Ja CKOIBKO OH MEHs
nonpammBath-To Oyaet? Y korma otmyctut? MHe OexaTh mopa, MaTyIllka BOT-BOT npocHeTcs. OHa
XOTh U BBIXOJIUT W3 CMAJBHU TOJILKO K 3aBTPaKy, HO BAPYT CETOHs MOPaHbIIE BCTAHET, K MPHE3Ly
rpaca roToBUThLCS OyJIeT. . .

— Ilycrure, rocnonuH. MHe oMo HaJ0, — MOMPOCHIIA KaTOOHO.

MyxunHa oTBeTIII He cpasy. CHOBa MPUTAHYJ MeHs K ceOe, TIPUKal Ha MUT K TPY/IU U IETTHYIT
Ky/a-TO B MaKYIIIKy, OOKHUTast KOXKY KapKUM JbIXaHUEM.

— Ornymy. Tonbko 10 1oMa TeOs 10Be3y — OJHA He TIOUEeIIIb, TBAPh IIe-TO PSIOM XOJIMT.
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— He Hano! — nepenonommiack s1. — MeHs TeTka 3apyraert, eciv yBuauT! U xkeHux y MeHs. ..

- Hy a, Kak g Mor 336I>ITL HpO JKEHUXa TBOEro, — XM])IKHy)I My)K‘II/IHa n B)IPYF CHOBa I1011C-
noBas MeHs. Jlerko, OyATO BeTEpOK KOCHYJICS, M CJIAJIKO, CJIOBHO TI0 TyOaM Karuisl MeJa pacTeKach.

41 3ameprna, He MMOHUMAsI, YTO CO MHOW IMPOUCXOIUT, MIOUYEMY MEHsI TaK BOJHYIOT €ro MPUKOC-
HOBCHU 4. A OH BI)IHp}IMI/UICH U, 17144 MHE B 1Jj1a3a, Harjio YXMLIJH)HyJICH:

— CnaneHbKad. ..

— Jla 4TO ke Bbl TBOPUTE, CIIOBHO 5 JIeBKa Kakas rysmas! [la Bbl... Bbl XyKe TOU TBapH, 4TO
4yTb He cokpaia MeHs1! XoTh Obl MHE HUKOT/Ia OOJIbIlle He BUETh Bac! — BRIKPUKHYJIA 1.

OTnuxHyaa ero v nodexaia Mmpovb, He pazOupast JIOPOrw U He CIIyInasi, YTO OH KPUYUT MHE
BCITe/1. Brickounia u3 jieca  MoHecaach Brepe, OyAToO 3a MHOUM BOJIKH OellieHble THATUCH.

3a mepBBIM ke MMOBOPOTOM CBEpHYJIA B KYCThl. Jlokaanach KOraa MUMO TIPOTPOXOTAIT KOIIbI-
TaMU OTPOMHBINA YEPHBIN KOHb CO 3HAKOMBIM BCAJHMKOM Ha CIIMHE. 3aTeM CITyCTHIach B OBpar, 4to
TSHYJICS TTIOYTH JIO CAMOTO 3aMKa, U, XJTIoTast CarokKaMu, TOoIIa 1o CBIPOMY, ITMHUCTOMY AHY. Hy u
MyCTh sI BEPHYCh JIOMOU C IMPOMOKIIIMMU HOTAMHU M 3aJISITIAHHBIM TPSI3bIO MOJ0IOM. Bee paBHO syuiiie,
YeM ellle pa3 BCTPETUTHCS C 3TUM. .. JIaXKe He 3HAI0, KaK ero Ha3BaTh!

Jo 3amKa s1 oOpanach MOKpasi JI0 CaMbIX IMOJMBIIIEK, TpsA3HasA U 3apeBaHHas. [1lna, Bcriomu-
HaJla BCe, YTO B 3epKajJbHOM JIeCy MPOU30IILIO, pyrajia To ce0si, TO Mep3aBlia C ero IMouenysIMu, U
JIAJIA CJIE3HI.

TonbKko Korma Brepeau rmokasascs 3a00p 3aMKa, prukasaja cede YCIOKOUTHCS — BCE OCTAIOCh
TaM, B 3epKaJIbHOM JIeCy: U TBaph, €Ba MEHsS He pa3opBaBIlas, M MyXKYMHA CHavasla CIaCIIvi, a
MOTOM OOOIIEIIINIACS KaK ¢ OMyTHUIIEH KaKO-HUOYyb. V1 BOCIIOMUHAHKS O TOM, KakK s MO3BOJIsIA
cebOe OecCThITHO MTPUHUMATH ero TIONETyH, KaK pacTeKaaach OT HUX CIIAJKOM MaTOKOM, TOJKe HaBCer/ia
OCTAJTUCh B JIECY.

Ceituac 51 1oOepycCh 10 CBOEl KOMHATHI, BEJTI0 HSHIOIIKE BHIKUHYTh TUIAThe, BHIMOIOCh, M CHOBA
cra”y rocrioxxori MapuanHo# u3 3amka [lapxwi. Y Hukoraa, HUKoraa He Oy/y BCIOMHUHATH O CBOEM
MO30PHOM TOBEJICHUN M O MYKYMHE, C KOTOPBIM Tak ceOs Besna!

12
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— Cgaras Bcemareps! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa HSHIOIIKA, KOTJA 51 TPs3HAsi, MOKpasi, C 3apeBaHHBIM
JIMIIOM, TiepeJie3/ia uepes3 MOJOKOHHHUK B KOMHATy. Beckouniia ¢ KpoBatw, rie cujiena, B OeCrioKONCTBe
JOXUAAsICh MEHs1, KHHYJIach HaBCTpeuy: - Jlerouka Mosi, Aa 4To ke ¢ BaMu NpUKTouniochk?! Heyxro
JINXOHEN Kakou oomnen?!

— Bce B nopsijike, HUIKTO MEHsI He TPOHYJI, — MpocuIiena .

3acyHyna CyMKy ¢ CEMHUIBETaMU O]l KPOBaTh — IOTOM B MacTepcKylo cBoio oTHecy. CTsHyna
¢ ce0Os1 MPOTUBHO JIMMHYILIEE K TeJTy IJ1aThe, 3aTeM carnokku. KuHysa Bce Ha 1o 1 Besiesia HSHIOIIKeE:

— YHecu 310, 4YTOOBI HUKTO HE YBUJIEN, U COXKIH!

— Jlyurire oka Cripsiay OJIeKy Ballly B KOMHATe, TI03Ke YHecy. A Bbl Oerute ObICTPO B KyTaTbHIO
Y B BOJly HBIpSIWTE - 51 y’Ke BaHHY HaslMja M Harpena. [a kuBee, He poBeH 4ac, MaTyIlIKa Ballia MosKa-
JIyeT ¥ YBUIUT Bac B TakoM Buje!

— JlaBaiite, romyOyIika Mosi, OMOTY TIOMBITbCSI, — MIPEAJIOKUIIA HSHIOIIKA, KOT/Ia 51 yKe cuena
B ropsiyeid, UCXOAAIEH [TapOM BaHHE.

Basina KOBIIMK U MTPUHSLIACH TIOJIMBATh MEHS.

— A BBI TIOKa paccka3blBaiiTe, Kakas OeJa MPUKJIIOYUIIACH, YTO Bbl MUYYKKOW BCTPENaHHON
aomou npubexan? — norpedoBasia B3BOJTHOBAHHO.

— Ox, HAHIOIIKA, TAaKOe MPUKJIIOYWIOCH, YTO HE 3HAI0, KaK U CKa3aTh, — Hayaya s, 3aKPbIB
JIAAOHSIMM JIULIO.

— Vi kak-HUOYIb Ja CKaxeTe, — MPOBOpYAsia CTapyIlIKa, HAMbUIMBAsE MHE roJioBy. — TOMBKO
MOCHelIanTe ¢ paccKa3oM, NOKa HUKTO Clo[ia He SIBUJICS.

— Hamntomika, B 3epkanbHOM Jiecy TBapb NosiBuiack! UyTh He coxpalia MeHs1! — mpolienTania s
Y TIPUHSIIACh BHIKJIAIbIBATH CBOEH BEPHOM CTapyIlKe BCe-BCE, YTO CO MHOM MPUKIIOUMIOCh. U mpo
TBapb, U PO BCAIHUKA, CHAYasIa JOTHABIIIErO MEHs Ha Iopore, a MOTOM CHACIIEro B Jiecy OT Yyao-
Bumia. M gaxe mpo mouienyu ero 6eccTeikue pacckasaia. Hudero He yrawmina, 3Hasi, YTO HSHIOIIKA
CKopee sI3bIK ce0e OTKYCHT, YeM PACCKaKeT KOMY-TO MOU CEKPETHI.

— Ox, Cpsras Bcemarepb! — nokavasa rojoBoii crapyiika, Korjaa s 3akoH4ymia. — TBapb 3Ta
roraHasi yke U B BOJIIIEOHBIH Jiec mpoOpasiack! 3HaTh, pacTeT ee cuia. ..

— Pacrer... — g B3goxHyna. — Cipliiana, AeBYIIKM, KOTOPHIX OHA MPUKOHYMIIA, MarnykaMu
ObLIH, HE CIUIITKOM MOIIHBIMU, HO BCE MATEPO CUIION 00Iaaa.

[NoaHsiia ra3a Ha XMypoe HSIHIOIIKHHO JIUIIO.

— Tsl TOXE TyMaelb, YTO TBAph UX CHJTY BhITMBaJIA?

— Yro TyT mymath, Tak u ecTb. [IoToMy ¥ B 3epKaJIbHBIN JieC TBaph CyMesia MpoOpaThbCs, 4To
Marvu HaOpasiach.

Hsns ermie 6osbinie moMmpavnesna. OToIILIA K JIABKe, TJe JIeKaIH MOJIOTeHIIa, B3sj1a CaMoe IIIUPO-
KOE U BEpPHYJIaCh KO MHE.

— Bcrasaiite, netouka, 060Tpy Bac.

Sl moaHsMach U3 BOMbL, a CTApYIIIKA MPUHSIACH, KAK B JETCTBE, BRITUPATh MEHSI MATKOU TKaHbIO,
6opmoua:

— BosizHo MHe. Yyet Moe crapoe cepille, HeCIpocTa TBaph B BOJIIIEOHOM JIECY MOSIBUIIAC.

— Tsl Xouelb ckazarh, 3a KAKOKH-TO MATMYKOM MPUIILIA OXOTUTCS? — aXHya 5.

— Jla MHOTO JIM Yy HAC Marm4ek, KOTopble B 3epKaJIbHBIN Jiec XOAAT? — cTapylllka oTOpocuia
MOKpO€ TMOJIOTEeHIIe U MoJajia MHe IiaThe. — 3a BaMU TBapb NMPUXOAMJa, Tocroxa MapuaHHa, Kak
ecThb 3a BaMu !

— Ha 71 uto?! YV MeHs ke U Maruu No4Td HeT, Kpoxu Kakue-to! §I TpaBHUIA, Ja U TO HE
HacTosIIas1, — MpoIlenTania s, TOMepTBEB OT CTpaxa.
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Hsniormka 6pocuia Ha MeHsl B3IUIs1 UCoAu100bs1. [Tokocuiack Ha 3aKphITYIO IBEPh B KOMHATY,
NoxeBajia OJeIHBIMY TyOaMu W BAPYT €Jie CIIBIIITHO MPOIIeNTaia;

— Ecrtb y Bac marus, JeTo4Ka, ectb. TOMBKO MaMeHbKa Balla He Besena... [Ipukazana eme B
MJIaJJICHYECTBE 3aKYIIOPUTH €€.

— Ha o1 myTums? Kakas y MeHst Marusi, 1 3a4eM ee 3aKynopuBarhb?! —oToporiena si.

OTBeTuTh CTapyllKa He yCIesa: ABepb OTBOPUIIACh, M B KOMHATY BoluIa Matyika. OcTaHOBU-
Jlach TIOCEpe/IMHE, a 51, KaK BCEeraa, MPUHSUIACh C BOCXUIIIEHUEM €€ pasryisaabiBarh. [Jaxe mpo ciosa
HSHIOIIIKYA O Maruu 3aobiia!

Beicokas, ussiiHas, ¢ uaeaabHOW OCAHKOW U CTPOTMM JIMLIOM, OHA BCErjla Ka3ajlach MHE 3Ta-
JIOHOM keHITMHBI. CHHME TJ1a3a, IIeJTKOBbIE BOJIOCH I[BETa HOYM, HEXKHAs KOXa — B Hel Bce ObUIO
npekpacHo. Hepapom rpacuns Pozes Japxun cunrtanack nepBoi KpacaBHileld HEe TOJILKO B HAIIUX
Kpasix, HO, IOKaJTyH, ¥ BO BCEM KOpoJsieBCTBe. Bo BesikoM ciydae, OaTiolka IMEHHO TaK U TOBOPUJL:
«Mos keHa — camasi KpacrBasi KEHIIMHA HAIIEro KOPOJIEBCTBA».

«[Touemy Jlaypa moxoxa Ha MaTyIlIKy, a sl HET?» — MEJIbKHY/Ia Y MEHs 3aBUCTJIMBAs1 MBICITb. 51
TYT K€ [TPOTHaJIa €€ — He BCEM JJaHO, Heuero u 3aBuioBath! Crenajia KHUKCEH:

— JloOpoii 3apu, MaTyIKa.

— Ho6potii 3apu, MapuanHa, —TpacuHs HEOTOOPHUTETHHO OIJIsesIa MOU MOK pbl€ BOJIOCHI U pac-
KpacHEBIIMECS OT ropsiueid Boabl ieKu. YyTh IOMOpILMIIACH — CaMa OHA HUKOTAA HEe KpacHesa U CuM-
Tajla pyMsIHEIl IIPU3HAKOM KPECThSIHCKOM KPOBH. — Y MeHs [isl TeOsI CIOpIPHU3: C MUHYThI HA MUHYTY
npulyneT TBOH keHux, rpad Pepceit.

— 41 paja, — oTBeTMIA S 1O MPUBBIUKE, XOTSI HUKAKOM paJiocTH He ucmbiThiBasia. Haobopor,
CTOMJIO YCTIBIIIIATh UMl JKEHHMXA, KaK 1Mo Tely MpoOekasl HEMPUATHBINA XOJOIOK, a B MaMSsTH CHOBA
BCIUTBUTM KT'y4Me YepHbIE I71a3a, HACTOWUMBbHIE I'yObl M OOHMMAIOIIME MEHs Kperkue pyku. Eme
roJI0C, YTO-TO KapKO LIEMYYIIHN. . .

— He B3nymait 310 cka3zaTb B NPUCYTCTBUM IOCTOPOHHMX, MapuaHHa! — onepHyna MeHs
Marymika. — Korga peds 3aXoquT o My KYrMHaX, 1aKe O JKEHHUXe, Th I0JKHA BECTH cedst OTCTPaHEeHHO,
C JOCTOMHCTBOM, HE MPOSIBJISisl HUKAKUX HU3MEHHBIX 3MOLMil. Thl HE JBOpOBasi JEBKa, palylomascs
3aurpbIBaHMSIM KOHIOXa WJTH Jlakesi. Thl 104b rpacda u Oymymias rpaduHs, Tak 4To Beau ceOsi COOoT-
BETCTBEHHO. | OBOPUTB, UTO THI pajia MOXKEIb TOJIBKO JIMYHO JKEHHUXY, U TaK, YTOObBI HUKTO OOJIbIIe
He ycinblai. [Tonsia mens?

— Jla, maryiika, — sl CHOBa Mpuceia, OMYCTUB IJ1a3a HA KOHYMKU JOMAIIHUX Ty(eb.

— Torpa mocnenm npuBecT cedsi B TOPSAOK U CITyCKANCs B TOCTUHYIO — MbI JOJDKHBI BCTPETUTh
rpaca nogodawImM 00pa3om.

Marymika Opocuia BHUMATEIbHBIA B3MJIsA[ HAa MPUOMPAIONIYI0 MO0 KPOBAaTh HSHIOIIKY M
BBIIILIA, A 51 [IOBEPHYJIACh K CTApyLIKE, IEMNOTOM CIPOCHIIA:

— Yro ThI CKa3zaJia mpo MO0 Maruio?

Hsnrommka, nponomkasi B30MBaTh MOMYIIKH, MOKa3aja Ila3aMyd Ha HETUIOTHO MPUKPHITYIO
asepb. [Iporopopuiia OMTHUMYU ryOamMu:

— Honrwuii 3T0 paccka3. He Bpems 1 He MecTo, — U YK€ BO BeCb rojyioc Benena: - Cagurech-ka
K 3€pKaJjly, BOJIOCHl BaM BBICYIIY Jia IpUYEly, rocroxa MapuaHHa.

Sl mocnymiHo cena, a HIHIOIIKA TUXO, CJIOBHO IS caMoi ce0s1, JoOaBma:

— [Ipuuemy, u noizgere BcTpeyars skeHuxa ceoero. Kyna teneps aeBatbes? Moxer, OHO U K
JIy4llEeMy, YTO YBE3€T OH BaC Ha CEBEp CBOW, MOJAJIbILE OT TBAPU KYTKOM, - HAKJIOHWJIACh U IIEMHYJIa
MHE Ha yX0. — A PO MYKUYMHY TOTO U TMOLETYH ero 3a0y/abTe, CIIOBHO U He ObUIO UX.

Bckope ozetast B HEKHOE PO30BOE ILIaThe, KOTOPOE€ MHE CIEUUAIbHO CUIMJIU JJI1 BCTPeY C
rpacgom, s CTosia BMECTe C POIUTENISIMU U CECTPOU Ha KPbLJIbLIE.

Maryimika B 3J7€raHTHOM Hapsiie ¥ CBOMX AParoleHHOCTsX Obl1a, KakK BCErjaa, MpeKpacHa.
Baronika, 3aTsHYTBII B CTaBIIMI eMy MaJl OapXaTHbIA KaM30J1, BHIIJIAET B30yIOpaKeHHbIM TIpe[-
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crosielt BcTpeuer ¢ Oyaymmm 3steM. OH TIOCTOSIHHO KPYTHJT 1Ieell U MepeKaThIBAICS C MATOK Ha
HOCKH, TIOXJIONBIBASI Ce0s1 TIO TIOJTHBIM Oefipam.

Jlaypa nokychbiBaja myxJible ryObl, YTOObI OHU CTAJIH sIpY€ U JIyUllle TApMOHUPOBAIIH C IOKOJIA/I-
HBIM OTTEHKOM €€ ILJIaThsl, OUeHb KPACUBOTO, OTJEIaHHOTO BBIIIMBKOW C APArolieHHBIMU KaMHSIMH.
Ha nero yiesn, HaBepHOe, BeCh JOXO/] OT apEHIaTOPOB 32 MPOIILIBIA Mecsll. A Ha 3aBTPAIIHUY ITPUEM
Oyner apyroe, eie 0oee pOCKOIIHOE, U3 (PIaHAPCKOTO MIeNKa, YKPAIIEHHOTO JPAKOHbe! OMPIO30i.
Sl HEeBOJIBHO B3[IOXHYJIA — HEMY/IPEHO, YTO y HAC BEYHO HE XBATAeT JIEHET, CKOJIBKO Obl OATIONIKA HU
cTapaJicsl yBeJIMUUTh CBOM JA0XOMbL. [Ipy TakMx-To Tparax...

MbI npoBesiu B OXKUAAHUU yXke J00pBIX Momyaca, a rpada Bce He ObUIOo UM He OblIo. YcTaB
CTOSAITh, sl HE3AMETHO JJIs MATYIIKH MPUCIOHUIIACH CIIMHOM K CTEHE U 3aKpblia I71a3a — XOPOIIO, YTO
KEeHUX 3asiepkuBaercs. Tak y MeHsl eCThb ellle HeMHOTO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI TIOCTapaThCsi 3a0bITh BCE,
YTO MPOU3OIILTIO YTPOM.

Ha meHst cHOBa HakaTWiI JIMITKMIA CTpax — 4TO, ecliu rpad MpueeT, IIsSHEeT Ha MeHs U Jlora-
JaeTcsi, YeM s B ero OTCYTCTBHE 3aHUMasach? TyT jke Hauasia THaTh OT ceOsl Jyparikue MBICIH — He
OyzieT Takoro, ¢ yero Obl eMy goraaatbesa?! Ecnu s cama ceOs1 HuUeM He BbIJaM, TO HUKTO HIYEro 1
He y3HaeT. [IpaBa HSHIOIIKA, MHE HA/I0 TIPOCTO 3a0bITh O MPOU3OIIEAIIEM: BRIKUHYTh HE3HAKOMIIA U3
TOJIOBBI M BCTPETHTH rpada Kak HA B YeM He ObIBAJIO. ..

A TOT MyXuuHa. .. Bpsin v Mbl ¢ HUM Korja-HUOYb ernie BcTpeTumcst. [Jist Hero s HeCyIecTBy-
1oiast Mapus, TuieMsiHHULA HecylecTByoei Punacku. OH mpocTo Mpoe3kuid MyTHUK U HABEpHSIKa
yXe TaBHO MOKHMHYJI HaiM 3eMiid. Jlaxke eciiv OH BIpPYT B3IyMaeT BCTPETUThCs ¢ Mapueid, To Joiro
Oyner ee pa3biCKMBaTh U He HaineT. [1o mpumeram MeHs TOXe He CHICKaTh: CBETJIOBOJIOCHIX, KaK s,
JEBYIIIEK B HAIIMX KPasiX HE TaK YK U MaJio. 3eJIeHOIIa3ble TOKe BCTPEYAIOTCsl. Y OJHOTO MEIbHUKA
Bacups! ax Tpu qouku — 6enssHouku. M ogHa u3 HUX, Mukena, Kak ¥ 1, — 3eJIeHOT/Ia3Ka.

— Enyt! Enyt! I'padp ®epceit mogbeskaer! — pa3gainch KpUKHM OETYIIUX K KPbUIbIYY Majlbuu-
ITIeK, KOTOPBIX TIOCJIAJIN 32 BOPOTA CJIEUTh, KOT/Ia e TOKaKyTCsl TOCTH.

S TyT ke omenuiach OT CTEHbI M BBIIPSIMUIA criHy. CKPOMHO CIIOXWJIA PYKU HA )KUBOTE U
MOTYNUJIA B3MJISIT — HE IPUMY CKPOMHBIN BUJI, TOCTAaHETCS OT MaTYIIKH.

— Bce rotoBsl Berpetuth rpada? MapuanHa? — B Ty e CeKYH/ly OHA IOBEPHYJIAch U Opocuiia
Ha MEHsl CTPOrvid B3IJIsA L.

— Jla, KOHEYHO.

He nogaumas rnas, s cienaia KHukceH. CTUCHY/A Majblibl, YTOOBl OHU HE APOXKaJIU, U TOJI-
HsiJTa B3MJISI HA BOPOTA, Ky/la Kak pa3 3ae3kaya KaBaJibKaJa MYyKUdH. Bce BBICOKHE, MOIIHbIE, C
YeKaHHBIMU JIMLIAMU. TsKeble JOCTIeXH CBEPKAJIH MOl YTPEHHUM COJTHLIEM, KPYITHbIE, CTATHBIE KOHU
TOPXKECTBEHHO IIOKAJTM KOIBITaMH. Briepesn Ha MpeKpacHOM KOHE, TAKOM K€ MCCHHS-YEPHOM, KaK
BOJIOCHI €T0 XO35IMHA, eXasl MOH keHuX. OH XMypHJICS U, MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, CMOTPEJ MPSIMO Ha MEHS.

«Caarast Manecca, yoeperu!» - B3Momuiach s rpo ceos. [TosBriocs gyparkoe skeiaHue mojo-
Opath I00KU U C BU3TOM yOeXaTh C KPbUIBIIA, TOJAJIBIIE OT IPUCTATIBHOTO, MPAYHOTO B3IJISIIA JKEHUXA.

Jlomanp rpacga ocTaHOBUIACH HAITPOTUB KPbUIbIIA, U OH, HEJIOBKO AEpXka MpaBylo PyKy, CITy-
CTHJICS] HA 3eMJTIO.

— Jloporoii rpadp! — HaBCcTpedy eMy TYT e BBIIBUHYJICS OaTiomika. — Pajapl mprBeTCTBOBATH
Bac, jgoporoi 351Th! Kak mopora? Mbl Bac rnopaHbliie sk IaJIu.

— Henpensunennas 3anepikka, — rpad HECMEIIHO MOJHSIICS Ha KPbUIbIIO, XOJIOJHO BEJeN: —
Pacriopsiantech HAKOPMUTH MOMX Jiofiel. M Jomansam aath Jiydinero ceHa!

— ¥V Hac Bce ceHO 0TOOpHOE, — MPOOOPMOTAIT OATIONIKA CMYTHUBIIHICH.

— Bammm mofsim GyzieT Hak peIT CTOJI B MaJIOW CTOJIOBOM, rpad. A Bac MpocuM MPUCOSAUHUTHLCS
K HallleMy CEeMEIHOMY 3aBTPaKy, - OObsIBUJIA MATYIIKA.

— Bynem ouenb pansl Bam, rpad! - mpoMosBIIIa HEKHBIM ToiocoM Jlaypa U moTynuia riasa.

— Bnaronapio Bac, rpesecTHble JaMbl, - Tpad 4yTh 3aMEeTHO Pa3IBUHYJI YTOJIKU Ty0 B YJIBIOKE.
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[MouienoBan pyku maryiike u Jlaype, moBepHyJIcs KO MHe. BcTas oUTH BIUIOTHYI0, HAKJIOHUJICS
1, KOCHYBIIIUCh MOEY IIIEKU BIaXXHBIM JbIXaHUEM, CIIPOCHIT:

— Hy a TbI, MOsI MaJIeHbKasi HEBECTYIIIKa, YTO CKaXelllb CBoeMy keHuxy? Pama Bcrpeue?

C TpyoM MOJAaBUB XKeJIaHUe OTIIATHYTHCSA, s OBICTPO TMPHCENia B peBepaHce:

— Baine nprcyTcTBUE B HallleM JIOMe - 4eCTh, rpad.

— Hy uro *e, eci TUM THI XOYelllb CKa3aTh, UYTO pajia MHE, TO 1 00paayio TeOs erre OoblIe,
- HECMEeITHO, OYEHb XO3SIMCKUM JIBMXeHUeM rpad B3sul MeHs 3a pyKy. Cxkasl B CBOoed MpOXJIaJHOM
JIAaAOHU MOM APOKAIIWE TTAJIbLBI U ITPUCTAJIBHO ITIA4A B I'JIa3a ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 permmn, 4To MBI ChIrpaeM cBaIb0y paHbllle HAMEUEHHOM AaThl, Joporas MapuanHa. He xouy
KIATh 1esblid Mecsil. [lokeHuMcs, Harpumep ... 4epe3 HeJelio, - TIOBepHYJICA K OaTorike: — Yto
ckaxerte, rpad Hdapxui? Bel cornacHsi?

— 3a Helesno Mbl He yCIieeM MOArOTOBUTHCS K CBaJbOe! — BMECTO My’Ka OTBETHJIA MaTYyIIKA.

— Yepe3 nHenenmo! Bcero Henesns, 1 OHa CTaHeT Baieu xeHou, rpad?! — 3TO BO3MYIIEHHO
B3BU3THYJa Jlaypa.

— DX, He TepIUTCS MOJIOIBLIM! — 3aX0XOTasl OaTIOIIKa U XJIOMHYJI rpada 1o 1uiedy, 3acTaBuB
TOro GOJIE3HEHHO MOMOPIIHUTHCS. — 51 cornaceH!

— Hy a BbI, noporas Mapuansa, coryiacHbl? — rpacd CHOBa IMPUCTATIBHO TIOCMOTpEN MHE B TJia3a

— Kak pemar popurenu, — mpou3Hecsa st POBHBIM rOJIOCOM, UMEHHO TaK, KaK y4uJia MaTyIIKa.

Onycruna m1a3a u 0e33ByuHo 3amentana: «Cracubo, cnacn6o, ceatas Marecca, yoeperna,
rpac HUYEro He 3aMETUJI, HE 3aI0J03PHIl!».
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5

— Hanmomka! Thr ciblmana, rpad xouer nepeHect cBaap0y?! — BOCKJIMKHYA $1, 3a0erast B
CBOIO CIaJIBHIO.

C paszbera KuMHyJach Ha KpPOBAaTh, JierNia HA CIIUHY U YCTaBUJIACh B MOTOJIOK HEBU/SIIMMHU TJia-
3amu. Ha gyie ObUto MyTOPHO, TPEBOKHO, XOTsl, Ka3aJoch Obl, He oT yero. HaobGopot, pagoBarbcst
HAJI0, YTO COBCEM CKOPO 3aMYK BBIA]LY.

— Crpllana, Kak He CIbIIaTh, — B3/I0XHYJIa HHIOMIKA. — S ke psiioM ¢ Bamu ObLIa, KacaTouka
MOsI, IPSIMO 32 JBEPbIo cTosia. M 4To 3TO eMy Tak moaroparh CTajio, CEBEPSIHUHY 9TOMY, YTO PELI
CBapOy MOTOPONUTH?

— He 3Hatw... Ho xorjga oH nmogbexas K KpbUIblly, MHE CTaJlo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO OH BCe-BCE 3HAET
PO MOE CEeTOHSsIIHEee YTpo!

Sl cnoxuna Ha rpyIu PyKd CO CTUCHYTHIMU B KYJIAaKU MajblaMU, IIOCMOTpeia Ha CTapylIKy €
MOJIbOOI:

— Pa3 1v1 Tam ObUIa M Bee Bueda... Ckaxu, 310 MHe noMepernwiocsk? Hy, urto B3 y rpaga
ocoOeHHbIl? OH Be/lb HE OTMEHWII CBaAbOY, HU CJIOBOM HE YIPEKHYJI MEHsI HU B UeM. .. 3HA4YWT, U He
nojio3peBaeT Hu 0 yeM, npasja’? M mama! Kak xoporio, uto Mama He jiorafajack. 51 Obl He iepexuia,
ecii Obl OHA y3HaJIa, KaK ee Joub Oe300pa3Huyaia.

— ®plo-10, 6e300pazHnyana!l Ckaxere Toxke, rocroxa MapuanHa! bezoOpazHuuarh — 310 ecim
C peOEHKOM OT OJHOTO MYXYHMHBI B )KHMBOTE 3aMYX 3a JPYroro BHIXOOUTb, — BJIPYT BO3MYIIIEHHO
pacbIpkaiach cTapymnika.

[Tox MOMM IIOKMPOBAHHBIM B3IJISIIOM CEPAMTO MOKPYTHUJIA TOJOBOM C YIOKEHHBIMU KOPOHOM
CeJIbIMH BOJIOCAMH U HE3HAKOMBIM MHE CTPOT'MM T'OJIOCOM ITPOM3HECA:

— A BBI IPOCTO NTAIIKa HEBUHHASI, BOT UTO sl BaM CKaxy, rocroxa Mapuanna! Beerna o cebe
AymaeTte Xyke, 4eM HaJoOHO. Bunute cebst 32 mpOCTYIKYU, KOTOPhIE U MPOCTYIIKAMHU-TO HE Ha3BaTh.
3ato B Jpyrux HUYEro IypHOro He 3amedaere. [110xo 3to, Takoi 6e33y0oi ObITh J1a BO BCEX A00PO
BHJIETh, MOXHO CHUJIbHO O0XKEUbCsI.

— TbI 0 yeM roBopwiilb, HsHOMIKA? Heyxenn KTo-To Tak 3aMyK MOKET BBIATH, KaK Thl TOBO-
puib? A MyXK4YMHA 9TOT. .. HY, KOTOporo ooManyu. Heyxenu naxe He noragaics, 4To 9TO He. .. He
ero peOeHOK ? — s1 ObUIa B TAKOW OTOPOITH, YTO JIaXke He OOpaTuiia BHUMaHKS Ha HAHIOIIKUHBI YITPEKU
B MOM aJipec.

— Tiosik oH, 3TOT My*)kunHa. HO OHO U K JIyulliemy, YTO OH TaKOi MSTKOTEJIBbI, BCE, KaK HAJIO,
00epHYJI0Ch, — OypKHYJIa HSHS, OTBOJS Iia3a. — JJoOpBIil OH U JIIOOUT ee. ..

— Jla KTO ¥ KOro JI00UT, He MOHUMaIo?!

— Ox, 6osnTalo 51, cama He 3Halo YTo! — BAPYT 3allpUYKTAIA CTAPYILKA, BCIUIECHYB PyKaMU. — ITO
sl 13 BPEMeH MOeli MOJIOIOCTH UCTOpUIO BcrioMHMIIa. He oOpanaiite BHUMaHusA, rocrioxa MapuaHHa,
BaM 9TH BEIIM 3HATh Ellle PaHO, He MOoJIokeHO. JIydlie nepeckaxure, 4to Ha 3aBTpake Obl10? Kak oH
ce0s1 mokazaJ, rpad Bar?

Sl cena Ha KpoBaTH U B3JOXHYJA!

— Cupen co mHOH psiioM. Bee BpeMst cMOTpes Ha MeHsI, UHOTA YAbIOAJICS UJTH CIIPALIMBAIT YTO-
HUOYb. Korga 3aBTpak 3aKOHYMIICS, TO CTYJI MHE OTOIBHMHYJI U MOAAN JieBylo pyky. [IpaBast y Hero
MOBpEXk/ICHA, TIOXOXKE, OH €€ BCe BpeMsl HeJIOBKO Aepxkalt. [lake Gokasl ¢ BHHOM OpaJt JIEBON PyKOH.

S1 3amomnuana, He 3Hasl, YTO ellle paccKasaThb, a HSIHS MOKavasia rojIoBOU yAPYYEHHO:

— Ma yx, cMoTpIo, He ObeTCsl Ballle CEep/ICUKO C HUM PsIZIOM ObICTpee 0OBIYHOTO, He TperenieT
OT ero yibi0oK. Hy OHO U K JTydlniemy, YTo TOJIOBY He MOTepsieTe H OT KAKOHW TaM JIIOOBH.

— 41 ero moG:m0, TH OIMMOACIILCS, HIHIONMIKA! — MoTpaBmiia s cTapyniky crporo. [Tokocuiack
Ha JIBepb U IIENOTOM ronpocuia: — JlaBaii He Oynem mpo rpada. OObsICHH JTydllie, YTO Thl TIPO MO0
Maruio ropopuia?
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HsHs ToXe moKocHuiIach Ha AIBEPh M OTPUIIATEIbHO MOKavasia ronoBoit. [loutu 6e33By4HO mpo-
W3Hecna:

— [Notom, nerouka, Koraa coBceM ofiHU OyzeM. MoXkeT 1ake, KOrja K )KeHUXY CBOeMy MoeIeTe,
IO JIOpOTe U PacCKaxy. Bbl BeJib BO3bMETE ¢ COOOM B MYKHUH JJOM CTapyl0 HSHIOIIKY ?

— Koneuno Bo3bMmy, Kyna st 6e3 Te0s1! Tol Beib MHE Kak pojiHasi, HM OTHOTO JTHS CBOEM KU3HU
0e3 TeOsI He TIOMHIO, — YBEPEHHO OTBETHJIA 5.

— Tak u He ObUIO y Bac HM OIHOTO AHS Oe3 MeHs, roinyOymika mMosi. Kak poamimchk BB, Tak
MeHsI K BaM U npuctaBiin. Ha pyku nanu u Benenu 6epeus myine riasa. S u Oeperia, Kak ymena, —
PacCTpOraHHO MPOU3HEC/IA HSHIOMIKA U CMaxHY/a CO IIEKU CIIe3UHKY. — JlagHo, mooery s, MaTyIka
Ballla BeJsiesla K Hel MOJIONTH, Kak ¢ BaMu 3akoHuy. Cka3asa 3ajaHue Kakoe-To J1acT.

[oBuHYsICH BHE3AITHOMY TOPBIBY, S MOACKOYMJIA C KPOBATU U KPETKO OOHsLIA MOXKUITYIO KEeH-
IIAHY.

— Tl sTyuinas HHIOIIKA HAa CBETE, U 51 O4eHb-OUEeHb TeOsI JII0OITI0, — IMPOIIIeNTaa, MPUKUMAasiCh
rybamu K ee MSATKOH, axXHYyIIeH JaBaHA0l MOPIIMHUCTON Ieke. — Kak ocBOOOIMIIbCS, TTPUXOIH,
MIOMOKeIllb MHE BBHIOpaTh HapsJ Ha yXUH, — Opocuiia el JerkombicieHHo. CHOBA 3amlpbIrHy/ia Ha
KpoBaTh. 3apbuUiach B MOAYIIKH, Jake HE MOA03peBasi, YTO B CIACAYIOIINI pa3 YBUKY CBOIO HSHIOIIKY
OYeHb HECKOPO.

OcraTok JHS 5 IPOBeJia B MacTepPCKOi, 0OpadaTsiBaia U KOHCEPBUPOBAJIA CEMUIIBETHI, YTOOBI
Ha LIEJIBIH TOfI, a TO M JBa COXpaHuTh. He 3Ha10, KOHEYHO, HYXHBI OyAyT Ha CeBepe MOM AyXH KOMY-
TO WM HeT. Yl pa3pemT i My’K MHE STUM JIeJIOM 3aHUMAThCsi?

Ho, moxer, ycrielo 10 cBaabObl OOOJBIIE OMaroBOHUN crienath U oTHecTd mMatpy [oadpw,
Yyepe3 KOTOPOro C MOKYMAaTeNIsIMUA CBA3bIBAIOCh. OCTaBIIO Y HErO, OH MPOJACT, a BHIPYUKY OaTIOIIKe
oTHeceT. JKajb TOJIbKO, BPEMEHHU Y MEHsI MaJIO 70 CBa/IbOBI, BCETO HE/IelIsl, MHOTO C/IENaTh HE CMOTY.

Io cepmity cHOBa MoOeska XONOAOK, M TOCKJIMBOE IIPeIIyBCTBHE Cxkalo ropio. Kaszanock, BOT-
BOT YTO-TO Hexopolee cayduTcs. ToIbKO s HHKaK He MOIJIA TIOHSTh, YTO UMEHHO. . .

Ha o6ene Hrkoro, kpome Matyniku u Hac ¢ Jlaypoii He Obut0. ['pacd BMecTe ¢ OaTIoKoi oTpa-
BUJICSI OCMATPUBAaTh 3eMJIH, KOTOPBIE MHE B IPUIAHHOE OTXOJSAT: HECKOJIBKO MAIlIeH, JIeC 32 PEYKOU 1
JIyT, YTO JIekKasl KaK pa3 MexXIy 3aMKOM U 3epKajbHbIM JiecoM. HemoHATHO TOJbKO, Kak rpad coou-
paeTcst STUM YIpaBJIsATh, €CJM 3eMJIU 37eCh, @ OH OyleT Ha ceBepe xuTh? Vu yepe3 OaTiomiky B
JOBEpPHUTENIbHOE YIIPaBJIEHUE OTAACT?

Ha, xopoliiee y MeHsl TpuAaHHoOe, Ienpoe. Jlaypa, Korjaa y3Haia, CKOJIbKO 3eMJIM, MOHET, CyH-
AYKOB C TKaHSIMH, TIOCYJI0i 1 OestbeM s 3a0epy B IOM MyKa, TAKOW KPHK NojHs1a! YyTh He BOPOBKOIA
MeHsI Ha3blBajla, OOBUHSIS, YTO 51 XUTPOCTBIO y OATIONIKU BCe 3TO BhIapanaia. [leckarh, Ha caMoOM
7iesie TIOJIOBMHA M3 MOETO MPUAAHHOTO TI0 MPaBy ei JOJKHA IPUHAJIEKATD.

Barionika Ha 3TH BOILUIM Jake pacTepsuicsi, He 3HaJ, YTO M CKa3aTh — MJIaas J0YKa y Hero
MOOUMUIIA, W €€ HeCTpaBe/lIuBbie OOBUHEHUSI eMy OCOOEHHO OOJIbHO TOo cepally yaapwid. [Toka
Marymika Ha Jlaypy He IpUKpPUKHYJIA, TaK U CTOSLT IO BCEMY JOMY IIyM U CJIE3bl.

Bor u ceituac, Ha Mo BoIpoc, royeMy Ha oOefie Het Oatiomku u Pocmyca, Jlaypa ockanmna
OeseHbKre 3yOKU U MPOIIUIENa B MOIO CTOPOHY:

— INoexaynm ocmatpuBath MOMU 3emiin, KOTOpPBIE Tl Y MEHS yKpaia!

— Jlaypa! — onepHyna ee mMaTyIka, 1 cectpa 3amonvaia. Ho npomomkana Bech o0el] TyThesl U
CMOTpPETh Ha MEHSI C BO3MYILIEHUEM, CJIOBHO i, U MpaB/a, YTo-TO y Hee oToOpaa.

ANMeTuT noj TaKMMH B3MIJAMHU TPOIaNl MOTYUCTYIO. S BSJIO MOKOBBIPSUIACH B Tapeike u,
KOTJ1a ¢ JiecepTaMu ObUIO MOKOHUYEHO, CIIPOCHIIA Y MaTYIIKK pa3pelieHnsi BBIATH 13-3a croia. [lorpo-
ajgack v ObICTPO cOeskasia OOpaTHO B MAaCTEPCKYIO, IJie MPOBO3MIIACH C TyXaMU JI0 Bedepa.

TonbKko mepe] caMbiM yKHHOM CIIOXBATUJIACh U BEPHYJIACh K ceOe, YTOObl MOMEHATh padbouee
TUlaThe Ha YKcToe. 3aTo 3a AEHb yCIela W3rOTOBUTH OOJIBIIYI0 MAPTUIO TOBApa — C €ro MpOJakH
MOXHO OyZIeT HECKOJIBKO MecslieB 0e30€HO MPOKUTh, €CJIM HE TPAHKUPHUTH HA MTYCTSKH, KOHEUHO.
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B koMHaTe MeHsI ojIKu/1aJIa MaTyIIIKWHA BTOpasi ropHYHas JIekka, BpeiHasi, HUKOT/a He yJIbl-
Garoasicst JKeHIIUHA C HEMPUSTHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

- A rae HHIOIIKA? — BECeJIo Cpocuiia si. ITO pa3Mep CyMMBbI, KOTOPYIO BHIPYUY 32 CErOHSIII-
HIOI pabOoTYy TaK MOJHSIT MHE HACTPOSHHUE, UTO S IaXe IPO CBOIO HEMIOHATHYIO TOCKY U JIypHBIE ITpe/i-
YyBCTBUSI 3a0b11a !

— locnoxa ornpaBmia ee ¢ nmopydeHuem. § Oyay BaM momorarhb, TOKa K MyXy He yenere, —
OTBETHJIA KEHIIMHA paBHOMYIIHO. [ToToponuia, Ope3rMBo OIJIsABIBAS MO 3aJISTIAHHBIA MAcJIOM U
9KCTpaKTaMu TpaB Mojoi: — CHUMaiTe ckopee CBoe IiaThe, rocrnoxa. Kak MoxHO ObLIO Tak ucnay-
KaThCs, BB Be/Ib O1aropoaHasi nama, oymyimas rpacpuHs!

— 4 myxu nenana, a 310, 3HaEllIb JIU, He C MSUIbIIAMH B TOCTMHOM cUIeTh. To TaM OpbI3HET, TO TyT
KaIlHeT, BOT U IsTHA Ha TUIaThe, — OOBSICHUIIA S, CTAPasiCh TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO, XOTSI OY€Hb XOTEJIOCh
NPUKPUKHYTh Ha Haxasiky. Ho HeT, He J1eJ10 9TO Ha MPUCITYTy TOJIOC MOBBIIIATD, JaXke eCJIM OHA BeleT
celd He TakK, Kak ITOJIOKEHO.

— Pa3Be 310 HOpMaILHO, YTOOBI JOUKA OIaropogHOro rpacda TAKMMHU BelllaMH 3aHUMaiach? Bet
CJIOBHO TIPOCTOJTIOIMHKA KaKasi-To, rocrioka MapuaHHa, — BAPYT HArJIo 3asiBUJIa TOPHUYHAS.

Sl maxe mepecrana raTbe ¢ cedst CTackMBaTh. YCTaBUJIACh HA HEe ¥ BO3MYILIEHHO MPOU3HECa!

— Tsl cBOE XaJIOBaHKE MOJMyYaeib UMEHHO U3 STUX MPOCTOMIOAMHCKUX JeHer, Jlekka. 1 uro0Ost
TeOe HEemoBaHO OBbLIO SA3BIK PACITYCKaTh, s TIOIMPOITY OATIOMIKY OoJbIlie Tebe U3 MOMX 3apabO0TKOB
He r1atuTh. JKIu, MoKa apeHaTopsl miary BHecyT. Tosbko, O00Ch, TOrIa Th CBOE KAJIOBAaHUE pa3
B O]l BUJICTh Oy/Ielllb.

OTBepHYJIach OT HEJIOBOJIbHO CKPUBUBIIEHCS HAXaJIKU U BeJieia:

— INokuHb KOMHATy, MHE TBOM YCJIyTH He HyHbI. EC/IM HSIHIOIIKA 3aHsTa, cama OJICHYCh.

Korga Jlekka, TpOMKO XJIOITHYB JBEpbIO, YIIUIA, s1 O€3 CHJI OMyCTUJIaCh HA KPOBaTh — YTO 3TO
s Tak pas3OymieBaiack? Belpb IaBHO NMPUBBIKJIA, YTO HUKOMY B 3aMKe MOsi pabOTa He HPABUTCS:
MaTylika CYATaeT ee HU3MEHHOW, Jlaypa mpe3upaeT MeHsl 3a TOProBIIO, CIYyIM IMOCMEHUBAIOTCA. . .
Tosnbko OaTioliKa Beeraa paayercs v Olarofapur, Korjaa s eMy MeloyeKk ¢ MOHETaMU MPUHOIILY.

C miateeM 11 yKUHA s KOe-KaK CyMmeJsia CIIPaBUThCs, OJ1aro KpIOYKM U TMETeIbKUM Ha HeM
Marmueckre M camy Mo KOMaHJE 3aTsrUBaloTC-3acTernBaioTcs. [Ipruecky coopyauTh Toxe ObLIO
HECJIOKHO: MTPOCTO coOpasia BOJOCH HABEPX, 3aKOJIONA IIMUIbKAMHU U BBITYCTHJIA K JIUILY OOUH BOJI-
HUCTBIH JIOKOH. B ToBepilieHre HaHeca KareJIbKy CBOMX JyXOB Ha 3arisicTbe. KoHeuHo, coBceM Kpo-
IIEYHYI0, YTOOBI MaTYIIIKA He yuysijla ¥ He OTIpaBUjIa MEHsI CMbIBaTh C ceOs ""pa3BpaTHbIN "3amax.

3a mAaTh MUHYT JI0 YXKWHA S BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHI M TIonuia K cronoBoi. [Ipo cebs rapana, ¢
KaKUM ke IOpy4YeHHeM U Ky/Ja MaTyIlIKa MOIJIa OTITPABUTh MOIO HSHIOIIKY ? Heyskxenm momosioxke ciiyr
B JIOME HET, 4TO MPHUIILIOCh CTApPYIIKY KyAa-To MOChUIaTh Ha HOub Disins? Vim u3-3a npuesna rpacga
U €ro JIoJeH BCe CIYTU HarpyXeHbl padoTou ?

PemviB cokpartuTh MMyTh, s1 CBEpHYJIA OT CBOEH JBEpPU HANPABO B Y3KUI OOKOBOW KOPHUIOP-
4uK. B 1ayibHEM ero KoHIle HAYMHAJIACh BUHTOBAsI JICCTHUIIA, BHIBOISAINAS CPa3y K JABEPSM CTOJIOBOM.
VY100HO, HEe HaI0 AOJTO CIYCKAThCs MO IUPOKOM, CO MHOKECTBOM TTOBOPOTOB HEHTPAILHOM JIECT-
HUIIE, 2 TIOTOM 4epe3 MOJIOBUHY NIEPBOro Taxa UATH K IBEPsSM NapaJHOU CTOIOBOM.

B kopuopumk, 1Mo KOTOpoMy s I1IJ1a, BHIXOAMJIO HECKOJIBKO 3arlepThiX KOMHAT. PaHbllle B HUX
CeJIUJIM TOCTed, HO B TMOCJIEIHKUE TO/bl OHU IyCTOBAIHM. | OpHUYHBIE M3peaKa Jefaan TaM yOOpKY,
HO B OCHOBHOM KOMHATHI CTOSUTH 3ariepThiMu. [lepen mpre3noM MOero KeHHxa MX TOXe He CTaJu
OTKpbIBaTh. Pemmiiy, 4yto cBUTY rpacda moceisT Ha HUKHEM STake, a caM OH OyIeT KHUThb PSIIOM C
MIOKOSIMH XO3sIEB.

[Mostomy, OOHapyXUB, YTO JBEPh B OIHY M3 KOMHAT CJIErKa MPHOTKPHITA, s1 OCTAHOBUJIACH.
[Touemy-TO TOPOIIMBO 3a0MIIOCH CEp/Lle, M CHOBA K rOpiy MoIKaTuiIa TpeBora. He 3Has, 3aueM 310
enao, 5 B35J1aCh 32 PyUKY U MOTSIHYJIA ABEPb Ha ceOsl.
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B xoMHare napui1 nosyMpak: IUIOTHbIE IITOPB! 3aKPbIBAJIA OKHA, HE JlaBasl 3aKaTHBIM COJTHEY-
HBIM JIy4aM IIPOHUKHYTb BHYTpb.

$1 3amepinia Ha ropore, He pelasch UATH Jajbllie U JAaBas [Jla3aM MPUBBIKHYTh K Mo1yThMe. U
TYT B IJIyOMHE KOMHAThI Pa3JaJicsl CTPaHHBIN 3BYK, CKOpee, CTOH, U €Ile Ube-TO TSKENOEe [bIXaHue,
niepeMexaroleecss HU3KMM pelYyaHUeM U PUTMUYHBIM CKpHUIIOM. IT0TOM TOJBbKO 101THiA CKpHIT, CHOBA
pbIYAHME Y TPOMKHI KEHCKHUM CTOH.

Caaras Manecca, HeyKeM TaM Hajl KeM-To uzzeBatoTcs! HecnblHo crynas, s BepHy/ach B
KOPHIOP 1 OECIIIYMHO CHsJIa CO CTEHbI TIOACBEYHHMK TSI MAarn4eckux ceeveil. Ctapasich yHSATh KOJIO-
TsAILeecs cepllie, Ha LBIIOYKaxX BepHyJlach B KOMHary. Crienasia elie HeCKOJIbKO OCTOPOXKHBIX 11aroB
U 3aCThUIA, IS HA OTKPBIBLLIEECS MHE 3pEIUILE. . .

Ha mmpokoii KpoBaTH cpei CKOMKaHHBIX ITPOCTBIHEN CKUMaIX APYT Apyra B OObATHAX JBa
TeJa, MyXKCKOe U jKeHCKoe. MIcCuHSA-uepHble BOJIOCH MY KUMHBI 3aK PhIBAJIM JIMLIO KEHIIMHBI, & CBOUM
MYCKYJIUCTBIM TEJIOM OH, Ka3aJI0Ch, XOTeJI pa3iaBUTh ee. MyK4rHa JBUraJICs MEAJEHHO U PUTMUYHO,
T0J1 CKPUII KPOBATH U CTOHBI, KOTOpbIE M3aBaa keHiuHa. [lomympak ckpbiBai ee nuno. S pasnu-
Yajia TOJbKO OeNyI0 HOTY, COTHYTHIM KOJIEHOM OOHMMABIIYI0 OOHaKEHHOE MYXKCKOe Oe/1po, MOIHYI0
Ipydb NOJ CMYIJION MYKCKOM J1aJIOHBI0 M OEJIOKYPbI€ BOJIOCHI, Pa3MeTaBILIUECs MO MOYILKE.

BHe3arnHo MyXkcCKoe TeJo 3aJBUIajoch ObICTpee, JKeCTye, a JKEHCKHE CTOHbI CTaJM Ipomue,
*kanoOHee. [IpixaHne 000MX MOTSIKENIENO U U3 TPYAM MYKUMHBI BHIPBAJICSI HU3KUM, TOPTAHHBINA PHIK.
E1rie HecKoJIbKO JBHKEHMI 0OHAKEHHOTO MYCKYJIMCTOTO TeJa, U JKeHIINHA, BCKPUKHYB, 3201J1ach O]
MPUIABUBLIEN €€ TYIIe.

«Yro xe g croro! OHa Belb cefiuac ympeT!» - OOMHUJIACh 51 U, IIArHyB K KPOBaTH, C CUJION
OIYCTHJIa Ha TEMHOBOJIOCYIO MY’KCKYIO MaKyILIKy KaHIeJs10p.

- Otmycru ee, Mep3aBell! — 3aKkpuyasa, Ha BCAKUH CIydall OTCKaKMBasi OT KPOBATH.

My:X4nHa CIABJIEHHO 3apbl4yajl, HO MPOAODKWII JIBUTAThCS, CIIOBHO HE MOYYBCTBOBAJI MOETO
ynapa. Pa3, npyroii, Tpetuil... 6ECKOHEUHO [JOJITr0 MPOJOJIKAJI BOH3AThCS CBOMM TEJIOM B 3aTHX-
HIYI0 TIOJ, HUM KEHIIMHY U BAPYT HU3KO 3aCTOHAJ. MYCKYJIHMCTOE TeJI0 HECKOJIbKO pa3 AEPHYJIOCh U
OOMSIKJIO.

— OTtnyctu 6eHsKKY M youpaiica! f ceituac mo30By Ha MOMOLIb! — MPOroBopuIa 5 JpoXKalium
rosiocoMm. [TogHsta cBoe opykue, TOTOBSICh CHOBA YIapUTh, U B yKace 3acThlla, IS, KaK ¢ KPOBATH
MOJIHUMAETCSI. .. MOM XKEHHX.

- I'-rpad ®-depceii! — nponenerana s 1 Havyana OTCTYIATh OT HAJBHUTAIOIIETOCS HA MEHs1 OOHA-
’KEHHOTO MYKYMHBIL. JIUII0 ero ObIJI0 UCKaKEHO KYTKOM I'PUMACOH, U3-TIOJ UCCHHSI-UYEPHBIX BOJIOC IO
BUCKY Oe’kaJla TOHKasl KpacHasi 1opoxka. Ceifuac OH OblJI COBEPILEHHO He MOX0Xk Ha cedsi, 00X0nu-
TEJIBHOTO, BEXKJIMBOTO M Bcerja OeccrpacTHoro. Ha MeHs 1iesr Kakoi-TO MOHCTP: TOJNBIH, C BIaKHO
N00OJIECKMBAIOILEH Ha TUIeYax KOXel, ¢ MOKPBITOM I'ycToi Oypoil IIepCThIO TPYAbIO, TOPSALIMMU Kpac-
HBIM IJIa3aMH U OCKAJIEHHBIMU B JKECTOKOM YXMBUIKE 3yOaMHu.

- He nonxonure! — s erme Bblle MogHsIa KaHIEIAOP U HaYasa OTCTYIATh.

- Tak, 3HaYUT, MOsI MaJIeHbKas JEBCTBEHHMIIA-HEBECTA PEIINIA MOACMOTPETh 3a B3POCIIBIMU
urpamu? — rpa eie cuiibHee OCKAJIWICS U BAPYT METHYJICS KO MHE.

B yxace, 4to ceifyac OH CO MHOW HayHeT JieJlaTh TO K€ CaMoe, YTO C JieKalleld Ha KpPOBaTH
KEHIIMHOMW, s pa3MaxHyJach M Opocuiia Kaaensiop emy B yimno. OTHphIrHy/ia K IBEpH M PBaHysa
IIpOYb U3 KOMHATHI, OT CTpaxa He cooOpaxas, Kyaa Oery. MeTHyaach B OAHY CTOPOHY, ITOTOM pa3-
BEpHYJIach U NIOHecIach B pyryio. CHOBa MOBEPHYJIa ¥ MOMYasiach OOPaTHO....

OnomHuIach TOJBKO, KOTJa YyTh He COMJIa MOAHSBLIYIOCS 10 JIECTHULIE MaTYIIIKY.

- Uro npoucxogut, Mapuanna?! [louemy Thl B TakoMm Bue?! — XOJOIHBIM roioc rpaduHu
MUIOM NPHUBEJT MEHS B YYBCTBO.
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Heckomnbko pa3 BTSHYB BO3IyX B JIETKUE, 51 cleflaa KHUKCEH:

- lobporo 3akara, MaTyIIKa.

- Hobporo. S He ciellry oTBeTa Ha CBOW Bompoc, MapuaHHa. [ToueMy Tl HECEIIbCs CIIOMS
TOJIOBY, 320bIB 0 MaHepax ? YTo ¢ TBoer MPUIECcKOH, uTo 3a pyMsiHell Ha jiutie? Thl oXoxka Ha MpavkKy,
yOeraiolyio ot bssHOTO MyXka, a He Ha 104b rpada. MHe cThiaHO 32 TeOs!

Sl mprkana JaloH| K TOPSIIIIUM IIeKaM, CJIOBHO HaJesiCh STUM JIBH)KEHHEM OCTYIuTh ux. Hamo
pacckaszarb Mame, 4To 5 TOJIbKO YTO BUJIENA, HO POT Y MEHsI IOYEeMY-TO OHEMEI.

- [Ipoctute, Matyika, — mpoJsenerana, ¢ TpyAoM Bopodast si3bikoM. [TofHsma pyKy, MbITAsCh
MOIPABUTH MPUUECKY, U TYT €31 pa3falicsl CIIOKOMHBIN rojioc rpada:

- Mosi HeBecTa yBuzena. .. Mblib, rocrioxa dapxui. la, yIuBUTEbHO, HO MUMO Hee Tpode-
’aya OosblIiasi ¥ Harjiask Mbliib. MapraHHa Tak 4yBCTBUTENIbHA, TOTOMY Hcmyraiack. [Toka s pac-
MIPABJISIICS C XBOCTATOM APSHBIO, MAJIBIIIKA B yKace MoMYasach Ipoyb.

T'oBopst 310, rpac mogoIes coBceM OJIM3KO U BCTAJ PSIOM CO MHOM. JINIIO y Hero ObijIo coBep-
IIEHHO CIIOKOIHO, TOJIBKO Ha BUCKE C MOEU CTOPOHBI OCTAJICS €J1€ 3AMETHBIH CJIe]] TOJCOXIIEN KPOBH.
Ja Ha 10y HaJ JIeBOi OpOBBIO BUIHENACH CBEKasl ccaauHa. S nepHysach ObUIO, YTOOBI OTOIBHHYThHCS
OT HEro, HO MO/ JIEISTHBIM B3IJISIOM MaTYIIKY 3aMepiia ¥ OIyCTHIIA IJ1a3a.

- Tr1 ucnyranace mpinm, MapuanHa? — IpOU3HECTa OHA HEIOBOJIBHO U, HE JOXHUIASCh MOETO
oTBeTa, oOpaTuiack K rpady: - Mosi crapiias 1oub ObIBaeT UMIyJbcMBHA. HO BBI ke TIOHMMaeTe,
rpacg, 3TO MOJIOIOCTb. YBepeHa, Moj BalllM MPUCMOTPOM OHA OBICTPO M30aBUTCS OT 3TOTO HEHOo-
cTaTka.

- He comueBaioch 11 06e1maro NpuioKuTh 111 STOTO BCE YCHIIH S, — MTPOTOBOPHII rpad JII0OE3HO.

Maryiika 4yTh NPHUIIOAHSIA YTOJKHU ry0, 0003HAYMB YIIBIOKY, U MPEIJIOKUIIA!

- [lymaio, HaM CTOUT MPOKTH B CTOJIOBYIO — Ha YXKWH MPUOBLIA HECKOJIBKO CEeMeH HaIlMX coce-
neii. OHM XOTAT MO3HAKOMUTBLCS C BaMH, Tpad, U MOPaAI0OBaThCSl CYACTHIO, KOTOPOE OXKUAAET MOIO
J0Yb B Opake ¢ TAKMM JOCTOMHBIM MYKIMHOM.

I'pacp monua mogan maTyiike JIeBylo pyKy M, KOrZa OHa orepiiach Ha Hee, He OIIsIbIBasCh,
TIOIIIeJ B CTOPOHY MapaHOM JIECTHUIIBL. §I OcTanach Ha MecTe, IIOTOMY YTO HOTY OTKa3bIBAJIMCh MEHS
caymarbcesi. CTosiia v Iisiiesia UM BCJIe/: U3SIIIHAS, TPEKpacHas, Kak est HOUH, )KeHIIMHA U BBICOKHIA
KPacUBBII My)X4MHA B O€3yKOPU3HEHHO CHJSAIIEM KOcTiome. MIHTepecHO, Kak OH CMOT Tak OBICTpPO
OZIEThCS M YCTIETh KaK HU B 4eM He ObIBAJIO BHITH B Kopuaop? HaBepHoe, mprMeHUT Maruio. . .

Caarasa Marnecca, o uem s aymato! O koctiome! Hasto Besip OMTH B KOMHATY U IPOBEPUTH, YTO
TaM ¢ OeTHSIKKOM, KOTOPYIO My4mJT Tpad, BOZMOXKHO el TpeOyeTcst TOMOIITb.

Hukyna noiitu 51 He ycriena: 1Bepb KOMHATHI PHOTKPBUIACH, ¥ U3 Hee B KOPUIOP BHICKOIB3HYJIA
Crepia, oqHa U3 HalIMX TOPHUYHBIX. Ha X0y morpapisisi pa3oXMaTHBIINECs CBETIIBIE BOJIOCHI,
TOIIJTa B MOIO CTOPOHY.

- Crepmia... 910 TH ObUIa ¢ Tpadom? — cripocuia s, BIJISABIBAACH B ee auio. — Kak Tol ceOst
yyBcTBYelb? ['pad cnenan ¢ Todoi 4To-To 1ioxoe?

B oTBeT OHa IIIyIO XMXMKHYJIA U TIOCMOTpEa Ha MEHsI CHUCXOJUTEITHHO.

- Yro BHI, rocnioska Mapuanna! Hao60por. .. I oueHnb 10BOIbHA, — CIIaJKO YJIBIOHYJIACh U MOTSI-
HYJIaCh, CJIOBHO CHITasl KOIIKA, BBIITSITUB BIIEPE]] MOTHYIO TPY/b. — 3psi BbI 3a0€CTIOKOMITICH U APAThCS
HavyaJu, 9yTh HE UCMIOPTUIA HaM C rpacoM BCe yIOBOJIbCTBHE.

-Yto?! YnoBonbcTBUE?! — 1 MI3YMJIEHHO YCTaBIJIACh HA CITYKAHKY. — Tak THI. .. THI JOOPOBOJILHO
eMy pa3peluia JieaTh ¢ COO0M YTO-TO ykKacHOe?

- Ila kakoe yxacHoe, rocnioxxa MapuanHa, ckaxere Toxe! Bot Bblilnere 3amyx 3a rpada, u
BaM TOoXe OyfeT 9To "ykacHoe'", — CJIJIKO TIporiesia JeBYIIKa U ellle pa3 MoTsAHYIach. — JJaBHO MHe
TaK XOpPOIIO He ObLIOo, criackOo0 Balleld MaTyIlke, 4To Mocjiaia MeHsl B 9TOU criayibHe mpuopatbes. S
TOJIBKO HayaJia TPSIMKON BO3UTH, a TYT Ipad B KOMHATY 3aryisHy... Hy u...
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- Jla BHL He peBHYy#Te, rocrioxxa MapuanHa, — noOaBuia Crepiiia, B3TJITHYB HA MOE JIUIO. —
3HaTHBIE TOCTIO/IA 3aBCET/Ia C TOPHIUYHBIMU KYBBIPKAIOTCSI, KOT/Ia UX KeHa He yIoBeTBopsieT. Vi BoT
KaK y Bac: IoKa BHI HeBecTa, Tpad K BaM He MOKeT puOIu3uThes. Ho oH ke MyX4nHa, eMy HaJo. . .

- Uro Hafno? — 51 HUKAK HE MOTJIa COOOPA3UTh, O YeM TOJIKYET CITYKaHKa.

- Hy... mo0Bwu, Tena xeHCKoro, jJacku. .. [Tonumaere?

- Crepra, noiuia orciofa! — psSBKHY/IM Y MEHsI 32 CIIMHOM.

Ciy’kaHKY CJIIOBHO BETPOM CAYJI0, & TIEPe0 MHOU MOSIBIJIOCH HETOBOJIBHOE JIUIO MATYIIKUHOM
BTOPO¥ TOPHUYHOM:

- l'ocrioxka MapuaHHa, TOJIBKO Bac M KAYyT Ha YkUH. ONATH BBl CBOM TJIOXHE MaHePhI MIOKa3bl-
Baere!

- Ia, uy, — miporieuia s CKBO3b 3yObl U TOIIA K CTONIOBOM. [To myTH Tak 1 31ak Beprenia B
rojyioBe pa3roBop co Crepirieii — 4To e Tam Takoe ObL10, B TOH criaibHe? OHa BeJjb CTOHAJIA, )KaJTOOHO
TaK, CJIOBHO e 601pHO! Ho monmyyaercs, eciu qeByiika ¢ rpadgpoM 310 Jiesiana JOOPOBOJILHO, TO S 3ps
ero kaujesssopom orpena? 1o rosose, MOTOM IO JIUILY €lle. ..

Casras Manecca! Takoii cymOyp y MeHsI B TOJIOBE, ¥ [IOCOBETOBATHCSI HE C KEM, HSHIOIIKY, KaK
HAa3J10, KyJla-To ycaanu. .. Hudero, mocye y:xuHa, Korjia BepHETC s, BCe el pacCKaxy M BBICITPOIILY, YTO
TaM TaKoe B KOMHaTe ObLJI0. A TO MHE CKOpPO 3aMyX 3a rpacda BBIXOAUTD, a 51 BOOOIIE He MOHsLIA, O
yem Crepia ropopwia. Ho, cyas o Bcemy, 3T0 4TO-TO BaKHOE /IS MYXKUWH, U MHE, KaK XOpoIen
’KEeHe, HaJI0 TO 3HATh.

OpHako ¥ 1ocJe yKruHa, KOTOPBIH sl MEHsI MPOIIesT B CTPAITHOM HaIPSKEHUU U HEJIOBKOCTH
noj1 B3rsiiaMu rpacda, HSHIOIIKA He Tpunuia. 1 cama pasjenach, pacuecasa BOJIOCH M Hajiella HOY-
HYIO COpOUKY. 3a0paiach Moj Ofeslo M TOJIBKO XOTeJla MOPa3MBIILUISATh HaJl COOBITUSMU JHS, KaK
I71a3a MOM 3aKPBLUTHChH, U 51 3acHyna. TolbKo 1 ycrena noodemars cede moagyMarb 060 BCEM 3aBTpa
yYTPOM.

Ho yTpoMm mMeHs kJaio Takoe U3BeCTHe, UTo Jiydile Obl OHO He HACTYMaso, 3TO yTpo!
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Pa36ynuna MeHst NpOTHBHAsI MAaTYIIKUHA TOPHUYHASI.

- Beragaiire, rocroxxa MapuanHa, rocnioxa Po3est Besiena Bac nopaHslie MOAHATh, — MPOU3-
Hecsla OYeHb I'POMKO M HayaJla pa3/iBUTaTh IITOPHI, 3aIlyCKasl IPKOE COJHIIE B KOMHATY.

$1 HeAOBOJIBHO 3aMblYajia, yBOPAYMBAsCh OT OCJIENUBILETO MEHs Jlyya, cesia, IpoTHpas riasa.

- 3aueM Tak paHo? — CIIpOCHJIa 3€Basl.

- Jlen y Bac MHOro. MonucTka Ha IMpUMepKy ceiuac npuener, Hapsj A1 Xxpama npuseser. K
CaIOKHUKY HAJIO CXOAUTH, TPUMEPUTH TY(PJIM M Callory, KOTOPBIE B JOPOry BaM 1Ibl0T. Cenio HoBoe
JOJDKHBI TIPUCTIATh — BBl K€ K Xpamy BepxoM roeferte. Mmm Bbl 3a0bUTH, YTO cBagb0a y Bac yepes
HeJeo, rocroxa MapraHHa? — 10BUTO-MEI0BbIM I'0JIOCOM ITpOCIociokasa JIeKka.

- He 3a6pu1a, — oTBeTMIIa ST MpayvHO.

Kak Tyt 3a0yperp, ecim To cepalie OT cTpaxa rnepes OyaylyM CKUMAaeTcsi M TPeBora 1o Hemy
3Meeill MoNI3eT, TO, HA0OOOPOT, PAAOCTHO CTAHOBUTCSA M NPEIBKYILEHUE 3apOXJaeTcs, YTO BHEepeIu
MeEHS XIET cyacThe?!

Eme u con cerogns Takoil crpanHbiid Bugena! Byaro croio sy antapsi B cBaieOHOM Hapsizie,
TOJIBKO 32 PyKYy MeHs JaepxkuT He rpad Pepcent, a npyroil MmyxurHa. Kro? §I He nmoHsua, Mo ero
He yBuJena. M xpam BOBCe He Halll CKPOMHBIH, I/Ie 5 3aMyK BBIATH JAOJDKHA, @ OTPOMHBIM, ¢ OTOJI-
KOM, TEPSIOLIMMCS IIIe-TO BHICOKO-BBICOKO. boraTo yKpaleHHbIi XpaMm, ¢ aJITapeM U3 IparoleHHOro
KPacHOI'0 JPaKOHbEro KaMH$, PeIKOCTH HECYCBETHOM.

Sl 0 TakOM HHKOI/Ia HE CIbIlaa U He BUJiesa, KOHeuHo. Jlaxe Korjaa Mbl Iofl Ha3a/l B CTOJIULLY
€3/IWJIM M C MaTyIIKOH B IVIaBHBIA CTOJIMYHBIN XPaM 3aXOJUJIHM, HO U TaM TaKOW KpacoTsl U OOraTcTaa
He Bujenu. HaBepHoe, 310 Moe BoOOpaskeHHe HapyucOBaJIO M BO CHE BbIaJI0. TOMBKO BOT TPEBOKHOE
YyBCTBO B Jyllle YCUJIMJIOCh OT TAKOTO CHOBUEHMS.

- Hy xonp He 3a0butH, TO BecTaBaiite, — Jlekka mpotsiHy/a MHe 1uiathe. — Bot 310 HazeHere,
MaTyllKa Balla BeJeJa.

- C TakuM OrpOMHBIM BbIpe30M? — yauBHIIACh 5. — Ha 3aBTpak Takoe He Ha/IeBalOT, ITO Bevyep-
Hee IulaThe.

- l'ocnoxa Benesa BaM 3T0 HaJE€Th, — YNPAMO MOBTOPUJIA TOPHUYHAS.

- Torga no30BuU HAHIOLIKY, ITYCTh IOMOKET MHE, — B3JJOXHYJIa 5. Pa3 Mary1ika Besiesna, HUKyAa
He JIeHelIbCsl, MPUIETCS KJIIYMLIAMU U TTOJIOBUHOM I'Py/IU CBEPKaTh nepe]] rpaoMm.

- Her Bareil HAHbKYM B 3aMKe, 51 BaM JI0 CBaJbObI PUCITYKUBATh Oyny, — JIeKka yxBaTUjach
3a Kpail ofiesijia ¥ MOTsHYJIa ero ¢ MeHsl. — BeraBaiite ckopee, roBOpIO BaM.

- Kak Her HAHIOIIKY B 3aMKe?! — axHyJa s, BUETIUBILKUCH B OJESUJIO C JPYroro KoHa. Beitapa-
IIMAJ1aCh HA XKEHIIMHY: - [ ie oHa 1 Korja BepHeTcs?

- Y rocnosu cripaiivpaiite, Moe 1eJI0 - MaJIeHbKOE: OJIETh BaC MU B TOCTMHYIO IPUBECTH, A HE Ha
BOIPOCHI OTBEYATh ! — OTpe3ajia FTOpHUYHAS U C TAKOI CUJION JepHYIIa OAEsJIO, YTO OHO BBICKOJIb3HYIIO
U3 MOMX PYK.

- Yxoau, A cama oJieHych, — BeJielia fl, BCe ellle ollapallleHHasi HOBOCTbI0 0 HsHIomKe. Kyaa
U Kak Hajonro ee ornpaBuian? Eil ke Halo ycrieTb BEPHYThCA 10 CBaJbObl, UTOOBI U B XpaM MEHs
HApsIIUTh, U CBOU BEIM cOOpaTh, YTOOBI CO MHOM B JIOM My’Ka noexarb. [la v mpo Maruio Moo oHa
TaK U He pacckasaja!

Sl 3amepra 1 nonpoOoBaia NIpUCTyIIAaThCs K cede — HeYyKeH, U MpaBJia, eCTb Y MeHs cuiia?
[Ipsuercs rae-To BHYTpH, 3arieyaTaHHas, a s M He 3Hato 00 3toM. Ho ecii 310 Tak, To 3a4ueM co MHOM
Takoe coTBopwin? Marus - 3To ke LIEHHOCTb, 4TO Joposke Jiodoro OorarctBa! M k10 310 cenan?
Hsnromika oOMoJIBIIIack, YTO Mama BeJiesia, HO moyemy?!

A Jlaypa, ee Toxe 3anedatanu? Bep eciii y ofiHOM CecTpbl Marus €cTb, TO U BTOpast JOJKHA
ObITh 0flapeHHOI. CKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, U CIIPOCUTH HE Y KOTO!
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BcromuuB mpo Bce elne crosinyo y KpoBati JIEKKy, s BCKOUMJIA, BHIXBATHIIA Y HEe IUIaThe
¥ TIOMYaJIach B BaHHYI0. 3aXJIONHYJA JBEPh Mepe]] HEeJOBOJIBHBIM HOCOM TOPHUYHOM, YMbUIACH U
TOPOIUIMBO ITOMEHs1JIa HOUYHYIO COPOUKY Ha ITPUCIIAHHBIM MaTyIIKOW HAps.

CkenTuvecKu orjisiiesna CBoe OTpaXeHUe B 3epKaJie — J1a YK, BCsI IPy/Ib Haroka3. XOoTs IUIaThe
KpacuBoe, KoHeuHo. HeskHo-po3oBoe, oTaenanHoe 6oiee TEeMHBIMU KPY:KeBaMH, OHO U3SIIHO 00Jie-
rajio CTaH ¥ a0 MOY BEYHO PyMsIHBIE IIeKU OnieHee u Onaropogaee. MaTyiike MoHpaBUTCS, Kak
sI BBITJISIKY.

B masioii roctTuHOM MeHs yxke jKIajId MaMa C MOPTHUXOM U, BOT Yk AUBO-AUBHOE, Jlaypa. OHa-
TO C Yero B TAKYIO paHb MOJHSIIACH, BE/Ib OOBIYHO MO3KE BCEX BCTAeT?

- Hakowner, xnem ee TyT! — mporunesna cectpa, Koraa s 3anuvia B komHary. [lomyuwnna npeny-
MPeXJAIONIMNA B3MJISI OT MAaTyIIKH, HEJOBOJIBHO BHIATHIIA HUKHIOK TyOy, HO 3aMOJIKJIA.

- [locmotpu, MapuanHa, 3TH 11aThst TeOe MPUTOTOBMIIM B KAYECTBE MPUAAHHOTO.

Marymika chenana 3HaK, U IOPTHHUXA, Xy[AEHbKAsl CyeT/IMBasl KEHIIMHA C BOCMAJIEHHBIMHU OT
HEJJOChITIa I71a3aMu, BCKOUMJIa Ha HOr. Havasa crackuBaTh YeXJIbl, OTKpBIBas pa3BellIaHHbIE Ha JITMH-
HOW TaJIKe TIaThs.

- Bor 310, Tocniosxa Mapranna, BaM B IOpOTy HaJleTh, KOTZIa C MYyKeM Toe/ieTe K HeMy B JI0M,
— TIPUHSJIACh OOBACHSTD. - DTO MepeoJeHeTe, KaK U3 Xpama BBIIJIETe yKe 3aMyXHel JaMOi M Ha
nup noigere. B 3Tom B JoMe MyXka B TIEpBbIi AeHb OyAeTe — Bbl 10 00BIYAI0 JAOJIKHBI €r0 MPOBECTH
B CBOEM Hapsijie, U3 POIUTENILCKOTO JIOMa IPUBE3EHHOM.

- A Bapyr y rpada ®Pepces npyrue npasuia B qome? A Hama OenoOpsicas OyaeT, Kak aypa,
XOIUTh B JEBUYbEM ILUIaThulle, — (bIpKkHYaa Jlaypa, 3aBUCTIMBBIM B3IJISIOM paccMaTpUBasi MOM
HOBBIE HAPS/IBL.

- Toraa st ero cHUMY M IPUIILTIO TeOe, MOKEIlIb JIOHAINBATh, — MPOU3HECA 5 C YAUBUBIIIEH
MEeHsI caMy Pe3KOCTHIO.

Jla ckonmbko oHa OyaeT mmbHATE MeHs?! T1oIOBUHBI JHSI HE TPOXOOUT, YTOOBI HE TJIECHY/IA B
MOIO CTOPOHY YaIlIKy TIOMOeB. A Kak rpad Ko MHe MOCBaTajcs, TAK COBCEM TOKOsI OT €€ rajfocTeit
HE CTaJo. ..

- Monm4aTb, — HErpOMKO IIPOMU3HECTIa MATYIIIKA, U Mbl 00€ 3aMOJIKJIH, TIO MPUBBIYKE OIMYCTHIIH
r1aza.

OTKanUISABIIMCH, MOAMCTKA TTPOIOJIKIIIA;

- D70 HapsAA 11 TIOCNIeTHETO Bevepa rnepe;] cBaapooii - «[Iporiail JeBCTBEHHOCTh» Ha3bIBACTCSI.

- Qy, Kakoe ypoimBoe! — KOHE4Ho, 10aro Monyarsk Jlaypa He cmorna. Ho B kou-To Beku s
ObL1a ¢ Heit cornacHa. Cepo-KopuiHeBoe, OecpopMeHHOE, C IITyXHMM BOPOTOM M pyKaBaMu JJIMHHEE
OOBIYHOTO, TUIaThe OBUI0 OTKPOBEHHO Oe300pasHbM. W maxe moporasi TKaHb, U3 KOTOPOH CIIMIA
Hapsiji, He CMsrvajia ero OTBPaTUTEIbHBINA BH]L.

- TakoB 0ObIUaii: HEBECTA JOJIKHA TIPEJICTATh Mepe]] JKeHUXOM MaKCUMAaJIbHO HeTIPUBJIEKATE b~
HOM, YTOOBI My OBUIO JIerye... SM-M. .. IOTepreTh A0 OpauHON HOUYM, — XMXHMKHY/Ia MOJIUCTKA.

Bpaunoit Houn? B 3TOT MOMEHT s1 BIiepBbIE 33/[yMasiach O TOM, YTO CYNpYKecKast )KU3Hb Tpe/-
ToJIaraeT YTo-TO TAKOE, O YeM He MTPUHSTO TOBOPUTD BCIIYX, HAIPUMEpP BMecTe criath. HsHiomka MHe
TOBOPWJIA, UTO JIETH POXKIAIOTCS, KOT/Ia MyK U K€Ha CIISIT B OTHOM KPOBAaTH. .. DX, UTO Ke 5 TOr/a ke
HE paccrpocuia ee moapoOHo mpo 310 Bee! Kak Hamo ¢ MyxeM criaTh, YTOObI OH JOBOJICH ObLT U ICTKU
nockopee y Hac poauiuch! Tereps U He pacCpOCHIIb HSHIOIIKY, €CIU €€ U3 3aMKa YCJIali Kyaa-To.
A, KpoMe Hee, 3aJaTh BOIIPOCH HEKOMY, HE Y MATYyIIKH ke TAKUMH BEI[aMU UHTEPECOBAThCH. ..

- [okaseiBaii cienyiolee miaTbe, — 000pBajia rparHs XMXUKAHbE TOPTHUXH.

HuuyTh HE CMyTHUBIINCD, KEHIIIMHA CHSIJIA TIOCIIETHUNA YEXOT:

- A 3T0 y Hac cBafieOHbII Hapsi/! — MPOU3HECIIA TOPKECTBEHHO.

— Ax! — BbIpBaJICSl y MEHsI BO3IJIaC BOCTOpra Mpy BuUjle OEOCHEKHOTO, PACIIUTOrO KEMIYyTOM
Y YKPAILIEHHOTO TOHYANIIMMU KpYKeBaMU IuIaThsl. — OHO BOCXUTUTEJIBHO!
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- Ho ue nig te0s. TBou Gesble BOJIOCHL M KOXKA CONBIOTCA C TKAHBIO, 1 HUKTO HE ITONMET, IIIe
3aKaHUYMBAETCS TJIaThe M HAYMHACIIILCS Thl. Bce OyIyT OrISapIBATCSA U CIIPAIIMBATEL APYT Y Apyra:
«[ne HeBecrta, moyeMy Mbl BUJVM TOJIBKO ILIaThe?», - MOAABIIMCH KO MHE, YTOOBI HE YCJIbIIaia
MaryIika, npommrnesna Jlaypa.

[MomaBuB kenaHue 3aXaTh JaJOHSMU YIIIH, s TIOBEPHYJIACh K MOJIUCTKE:

- [IpexpacHas padora! MHe oueHb HpaBUTCH. . .

NMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT pacraxHyJiach JIBepb, U B TOCTUHYIO BopBaJics rpad ®depceit. Ero npe-
KpacHOe JIMIO MCKa3uia sIpOCTh, IJ1a3a ropesii HeoOphIM OrHeM. B J1aIoHH OH CyIOpOKHO KOMKAJT
KaKyo-To Oymary. 3a HUM, CYeTJIMBO B3MaxuBasi pyKamu, Oexast OaTiolKa ¢ BhIpakeHHeM KpaiHero
OTYAsTHUS Ha JIMIIE.

- I'pad, Bam Henb3s clofa, )KEHUX He JOJKeH BHUJIETh TUIaThe HeBeCTHl A0 cBaabObl! JlypHOM
3HaK! — 3aBepelnana MOJIMCTKA.

Marymka Bapyr crana Oneanee oosrgHOro. I[logHsmach Ha HOTH, IJISAS HA MUACBMO B pyKe
rpada, ¥ NpephIBAIOIIUMCS TOJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA:

- Yto Takoe?

- Hy BoT, He ObIBaTh TBOEH CBajibOe ¢ rpahoM, cecTpuuka, — 3aXUXrKajaa MHe Ha yxo Jlaypa. —
OH yBuUJEeI TBOE IJIaThe, U BCE, KOHEIl TBOeMY 3amyxkecTBy. [lo3ipasisiio, Musas, Thl TaK U YMpeEIllb
crapoi eBon!
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- Ilepectanp, noxasnyiicra! — nonpocua si, ¢ TPEBOIroi NnepeBois B3I ¢ OaTIOKY Ha rpada,
a OTOM Ha OJIeHYIO 10 CMHEBB Mamy. YTo mpoucxoaut?!

- Yro takoe?! Bbl cipammBaere, 4To Takoe, rpadgpuHs?! — 3aperyaii rpad 1 LIBBIPHYJI TUCbMO Ha
CTOJIMK BO3JIe Kpecna. — [Touemy 51 y3Hato 0 MOANMCAHHOM BaluM npekoM «KoHTpakTe Ha HEBUH-
HOCTBb>» TOJIBKO Cefiyac, 3a HeIeIo 10 CBaIbObI?!

- I'pacp, He cmeliTe MOBBIIIATH I'OJIOC HAa MOIO XkeHY ! — BAPYT BO3MYTHJICS BCerJja MATKUIA, HeHa-
BUJISAIIMI CKaHJAJbl M pyraHb OaTiolmka. — Bel B MoeM Jome U OyapTe 100pbl MPOSIBIIATh YBaKEHHE
K €ro xo3sike!

- B Bamem ome?! — eme crpaiiHee B3peBen rpad U BAPYT 3aX0XO0Tall, 3alIPOKUHYB T'OJIOBY U
CBepKasi KpyIHBIMH OeJIOCHEKHBIMU 3y0aMu. OTCMesBIINChH, IPOU3HEC U3/ieBaTeNIbCKU: — Barir 1om
HAIOJIOBUHY MOM, BbI He 3a0butH, Tpad dapxun?

«Yro?! — axHyna s npo ceds. — Heyxenn Oariomika nepenvcan 3aMok Ha rpacda? Ho s
yero?!».

['yOBl y MaTyIIKy NOCJIe 3THX CJIOB TOPECTHO ApOrHyar. JIMIo cenanock coBceM OeCBETHBIM
Y Ha MUT UCKa3WIOCh OOJIE3HEHHOI I'PUMAcoy, HO TYT e BHOBb CTAJIO HEBO3MYTHMBIM.

Hecmotpst Ha To 4TO OBLIA B yXkace, s HEBOJIbHO BOCXUTUJIACh MAMOW - HACTOSINAs apucTO-
KpaTka, Hecrudaemasi, Hi TIpH KakKuxX OOCTOSTEIbCTBAX He Tepsiomasi JOCTOMHCTBA U HEBO3MYTH-
MOCTb. ¥ MEHs TaK HUKOIJa He NMoay4anochk. CTOMIIO 3aBOJIHOBATBCS, U 51 HAUMHAJIA KPACHETh U 3aU-
KaTbCsl OT CMYIIIEHM S, WM [IYNO YAbIOAThCS U ONPAB/BIBATHCS.

- OOBsicHHTE, YTO BaC Tak B3BOJHOBAJO, rpadp depceil, — XOIOAHO MPOM3HECTA MATYIIKa,
Aaxe He MOAyMaB NOJHATh NOJIeTeBIlee Ha CTOJUK MTUChMO.

- TospKO YTO B Balll JOM MPUOBUT UMIIEPATOPCKUIA MOCIaHHUK, — TPOM3HEC rpad), MogYepK-
HYTO BBIIEJIMB CJIOBAa «Balll JoM». [Ipoien Boepen U ycTpowicsi B Kpecie, Ifie HelaBHO cuiesa
MOJIMCTKA, Ceiuac TOPOIUIMBO YKPHIBAIOIIAs YEXJIOM Moe cBafieOHoe miaThe. HeOpexHo pa3Bamics,
3aKMHYJI HOTY Ha HOTY U yXe CHIOKOMHee MPOIOJIKIIL:

- Ila, rpapuHs, OH MPUBE3 MUCbMO U3 ABOpLA, — Ipacd KMBHYJI HA CKOMKAHHBIN JIUCT, JIeXKa-
IIMA Ha CTOJIMKE, — B KOTOPOM IpebsBiieHo TpedoBaHue Ero Benmuecrsa nmneparopa lamuana
JoCTaBUTh B ero Asopew Moo HesecTy! MOIO neBecty Mapuanny lapxui!

- Ilnsa yero?! — axHyna i, OYYBCTBOBAB, KAK KOJIEHW MTHOBEHHO OCJIA0IM U MOJOTHYJIMCh.
Nmnepatop Jamuan - 310 yygosuie! JIpakoH, Mpo KOTOPOro XOOUT CTOJIBKO YKaCHBIX CIIyXOB, Tpe-
OyeT JOCTaBUTh MEHS K HeMy BO ABopell! 3aueM s1 emy noHagoounach?!

B ma3ax Hayajso TeMHeTb, BO PTY MOSIBUJICS KUCIIBIN MPUBKYC, OT yKaca 3aKpyKUJIach rojioBa.
1 3aKpblIa 71232 ¥ MOIIATHYJIACh.

- Hla croii ke Thl! — npomriena Jlaypa, nmogxsarsiBast MeHs 10J JJOKOTb. — He B3gymail ynacthb
B 0OOMOPOK M ONIO30pUTh HAc Tepe]] rpad)oM cBoeit c1abocThio!

Ot ee c/I0B ¥ NPUKOCHOBEHMS KECTKUX MNAJbLEB MEpe] MIa3aMHu CJIOBHO IPOSACHUIIOCH. 51 ¢
CUJION BTSIHYJIA B JIETKME BO3AYX U BBIIPAMMIIACH, C OJArOJapHOCTBIO IOCMOTPEB Ha CECTpY:

- 51 B mopsiake, cnacu6o, 4To Mojaaepxkara.

Omna HUYero He OTBETUJIA, TOJIBKO MPE3PUTEIILHO (PBIPKHYJIA M YCTaBWJIACh Ha rpada.

- DTOT KOHTPAKT He MPUMEHSIJICS MHOTO cTojieTrii. O HeM Bce JaBHO 3a0bUIN, — TITYXHM roJIo-
COM IPOTrOBOPHJIA MaTYIIKa, 10 IOOEIeHHs CKaB Majblibl HA PyKax.

I'pac noBepHyJcs k Hent:

- Tenepp nmoyemy-to BcioMHWIM. MMmieparop TpeOyeT, uyToObl B "coOpanu jean MapuaHHy
Y TIOATOTOBHWJIM €€ K MyTEeLeCTBUIO BO ABOPEL] B COMPOBOX/IEHUN CKOPTA, KOTOPBII NMPUOYAET 3aB-
Tpa Ha paccere”. D10 51 nuTUpyIo nuckMo. Hy-ka, rpaduHs, oObscHUTE MHE, TT0YeMy TPaBUTENb
MIPUCTIAJT 9TOT pUKa3?
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- I'pacp, BB He MMeeTe TpaBa TaK Pa3rOBApHUBaTh... - OATIONIKA IIATHY BIIEPEN, 3aropakuBast
co00ii KeHy.

- Nmero! §1 BBIKYITIUT BCe Baly JIord B 0OMeH Ha Bainy 104b! HeBuHHYI0, a He TOOBIBABIIYIO
B moctenu umrieparopa! Vi Bel TOTOBBI BEPHYTh MHE YIUIQUEHHYIO CYMMY, TIPHUYEM HEMEIEHHO,
rpad?! - psaBkHyA Pepceil B JUKOM OellleHCTBe.

B nymie y MeHst BCIIBIXHYJIO BO3MYIIIEHUE - Tpad) HE CMeeT TaK pa3roBaprBaTh C MOUMH POJIU-
TessmMu !

- Ho... — BOCKJIMKHY.1 OaTIoONIKa, BAPYT CMYTHIICSI 1 BAHOBATO MOCMOTpeT Ha MeHs. — [Ipunan-
HOe MapuaHHBbI. . .

- OHO He NOKPOET U MOJOBUHBI YIUIAaY€HHOU cyMMbl. K TOMy e s BBICTaBIII0O BaM HEYCTOMKY
3a OTKa3 OT BHIIIOJIHEHMsI HAIIIETO COIVIAIIeHHsI, — B ellle OobllieM OelieHCTBe psBKHYN Pepceid.

- I'pad, MBI He OTKa3pIBaeMCs OTIATh 32 Bac J04b. HO ¥ He BBHIMOIHUTH TpeOOBaHUE MMITepa-
TOpa HeJb3sl — KOHTPAKT MaruvecKuii, ero HEeBO3ZMOKHO HE WCIIOJHUTh, — BCE TaK K€ CIIOKOHHO
MPOM3HECA MaTYIIKA.

HeoxunanHo B pazroBop BMemaiacek Jlaypa. HaBecus Ha JMII0 camylo CIaIKYIO U3 CBOUX YJIbl-
00K, OHa TIPOMYpJIbIKaJIa, TIIsias Ha rpada:

- Y10 3TO 32 KOHTPAKT HA HEBUHHOCTH ? MIMIiepaTtopy 3aueM-To HOTpeOOBaIHCh 3aMIIIENbIE Tpe-
JIECTU MOEW CEeCTPHULIbI?

- Jlaypa, BoIiinu u3 KoMHaThl! MapaHHa, Thl TOXE, — HEOKUAAHHO PE3KO BeJtes OATIONIKa, HO
rpacd nepedu ero:

- Hu B xoem cityuae, qoporoi Oymynyii TeCTh, OHU OCTaHyTCS !

depceiit NOBEpHYJICS K HAM C CECTPOH U MOAYEPKHYTO JIIOOE3HO COOOIINIT:

- Korma-to naBHO mpajen Bareil MaTepy MOIMUCAT KOHTPAKT, JAIOIIUIA MPaBO UMIIEPaTopy
B35Th JEBCTBEHHOCTH JIIOOOM JEBHUIIBHI U3 €T0 POJia B TOO0E BpeMs, B TIOOOM MECTe U TAKUM CITIOCOOOM,
KaKUM TPaBUTETIO 3aX0YETCSI.

- I'pad, nepen Bamu HeBUHHBIE NeByKU! VIM HU K 4eMy TakKue... KXM... TOAPOOHOCTHU! - BO3-
MYTHJICS OaTIONIKA.

- Huuero, mycTth 3HAIOT, 4TO MX KIET, — rpad CHOBa OCKAIMII 3yObl B 3JI0M ycMenIke. - Mnaj-
IIEHBKYIO BE/Ib TOKE MOXET OKUIATh TAKOW yKa3 MpaBUTEJIS.

I'pacd onenuBaiorie ¢ Hor 10 royoBHI orisiae (urypy Jlaypsl, 3agepxaincs Ha e€ JeKojbTe,
OIOOPHTENILHO MPUUMOKHYJ rydamu. [lotom mepeBen B3MIsA Ha MeHs, YyHIEpPCsS B MOW TIIyOOKHIA
BbIpe3. U BApPYT ero ria3a BCIbIXHYJIA KPACHBIM, TOYHO TaK K€, KaK TOrJa B CriajIbHE, KOT/Ia OH TOJIbIid
€T Ha MeHs ¥ ObUT TIOXOK Ha 3Beps. MOM pyKM TOIJIETENM BBEPX B MOMBITKE MPUKPHITH IPY/b.
HOII O6)KI/IFE].IOHII/IM MYKCKUM B3IJIAI0OM A HNOIMMATUIACH, TIOETHO IBITAACH MOATAHYTH Kpaﬁ KOopceTa
TIOBBIIIIC.

- He y0eraii, Mmost MasieHbkass MapraHHa, — OCTAaHOBHWJI MEeHS 3JI0BeIIni rojioc rpada. - 5 He
COOMpPaIOCh HUKOMY OTIaBaTh TBOIO HEBUHHOCTb.

My>X4rHa TIOTHSJICS HA HOTH ¥ OJJHUM OBICTPBIM JBMKEHHEM OKA3aJICs PSIZIOM CO MHOM, CXBa-
THJI 32 PYKY ¥ JEPHYI Ha ceOsl.

- OHa Hy’KHa MHE CAMOMY, TBOSI I€BCTBEHHOCTb, MOsI MUJIasl HEBECTYIIIKA, — IMPOU3HEC, HAKJIO-
HUBIIXUCH U TTOYTU KOCHYBIINCb FY63.MI/I MOE€TO JI1IIa.

BHesarHO MHe CTajo HENpPUSTHO OT €ro MOTSDKENEBIIErO JAbIXaHUs, OOKHUralomero Koxy, u
CTPAIIIHO O[] B3MJISIIOM TOPSIIMX KPACHBIM OTHEM IJIa3.

- I'pac, uto BBl cede mo3BossieTe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OATIOIKA U TIOMBITATICS CXBATHUTH MOETO
KEHUXa 32 PYKY.

B otBer ®epceii, He OTBOAS OT MEHs B3IJIsAA, C CHJION YAApWII €ro B Tpyab, OT Yero OaTiomka
OTJIeTesI B CTOPOHY. fl axHyna U XoTesla KUHYThCS K YIaBIIEMY Ha TOJ POAMTENo, HO Tpad AepHYI
MeHsI K cebe, He J1aBasi C/IeNiaTh HY I1ary, MOBEPHYJICS K MaTYIIKe U OCKAJIMIICS:
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- KonrpakT He OyzieT UCToHeH, MOTOMY YTO MBI C MOEH MaJleHbKOM MapraHHOW MOKEHUMCS
NpsIMO ceiuac. YBbI, OTIIPABICHHBIH 32 HEM SCKOPT OMO3/aeT: KOrJa OHU MPHOYIyT, dykKasi HeBeCTa
11l IMIIEPATOpa YK€ CTAHET MOEM KEHOM.

C stmu ciioBamu rpad elie Kperde CXBaThil MeHs 3a PyKy U MOTalI K JBEpU:

- Beicrpo, rpaduns! Kpeua B xpam!

- D10 HeBo3MOXkHO! TpeGoBaHNe UCTIONHUTL KOHTPAKT YK€ MOMYyYeHO! — OTBETHIIa MaTyIIIKa,
NepeBoIsl B3I TO Ha MBITAIONIErOCs MOIHATHCS C M0J1a Myka, To Ha rpacda depcest.

- [IneBats! — rpad ocTaHOBHJICS U, HE BHITYCKAsi MOIO PYKY M3 TUCKOB CBOMX TaJIbIIEB, IIOBEP-
HYJICS K MaTyIKe. - Ha 4ykylo ’keHy ApakoH He MOoCMeeT MPeTeH/10BaTh.

TyT B3m1s11 rpacda ynai Ha cTosBIIyio psagom Jlaypy. KykonbHbIH poT cecTpbl OKpyrmics OykK-
BOU «O», TJ1a3a BO30YKJEHHO CBEPKAJIH.

- B3amen otaaiite eMy MiaanIyio 1049b, OH OyA€T JOBOJIEH, — ITOCOBETOBAJI HEOPEKHO.

- Her! — B3Busrnyna Jlaypa u B ucnyre npuxkaia KyJadku K rpyad. — Mama! S He xouy k
JpaKkoHy!

- Bl camu untanm, rpad, umneparop TpedyeT iMeHHO MapuaHHy, ¥ Ha MOMEHT IOJTyYeHHUsI
TpeboBaHus OHa He OblIa 3aMyKeM! — BOCKJIMKHYJ/Ia MaTYyIIIKa, BCE-TaK! PacTepsiB CBOI0 HEBO3MYTH-
MOCTb. — MBI 00sI3aHBI MICIIOJTHUTH KOHTPAKT, MHAYE Marrsi COTPET BCIO CEMBIO C JIAIA 3eMJIH.

- Eme Hem3BeCTHO, EWCTBUTENIBHO JIM KOHTPAKT MarmueCKUi, UM Bbl MIHITAETECH 3arOBOPUTH
MHe 3yObl, rpacuHsa. A BOT s BaC rapaHTMPOBAHHO YLy [0 MHUPY, €CIM HE TMOTy4y Bally J0Yb.
OcraBmio 6e3 rpoliia B KapMaHe 1 0e3 KPBIIIY HaJ FOJIOBOM, — Mpou3Hec rpad ¢ yrpo3om.

- Pocmyc, BBl HE MoskeTe ObITh TaK KECTOKH, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 5 B yKace.

OH 4TO, HE TOHUMAET, YTO 3HAYUT HE UCTIOIHUTh Maru4eckuii KoHTpakT?! Jla ot Bcex MoToM-
KOB MOETO0 Ipaje/a, MOANKCABIIErO TOT JI0TOBOP, U Cliejla He ocTaHeTcs !

- I'pad, BB MOKeTE KEHUThCS HA HaIlleH MJaield Jouepy, — MPOM3HEcIa MaTyIIKa JApoxKa-
MM rosocoMm. — Jlaypa BOT-BOT cTaHeT coBeplieHHoseTHel. OHa KpacuBa, HEBUHHA, XOPOLLIO BOC-
nutana. [Tpunanoe 3a Heit Oyaet BaBoe OoJbliiie, YeM 3a MapruaHHOW.

- [oyemy Gonpliie, MaTyIIKa? — HECMOTPSI HA YKac TOJIOKEHUS YUBUIACH 5.

- Tak u 1OMKHO OBITH! — TOBOJILHO BOCKJIMKHYJA Jlaypa OTHOBpEMEHHO CO MHOM.

Mama niepeBesnia Ha MeHsI B3IJIs1], MTHOBEHHO CTABIIMI MPUBBIYHO XOJIOJHBIM:

- 3auem TeOe npugaHoe B MOHACThIpe, MapuanHa? Tl Beib TOHMMAEIIb, YTO MOCIIE UMITepa-
TOPCKOTO. .. BHUMaHUS 3aMyXK TeOss HUKTO He Bo3bMeT? M KUTh ¢ HaMH ThI OOJIbIIIE HE CMOXEIIIb,
YTOOBI HE MOPTUTDH peryTanuio cecTpbl. [loaToMy, Korna npaBuTesb ¢ TOOON HATEIIUTCS, MPUIETCS
OTIPaBUTh TeOsI B MOHACTBHIPh. KOHEUHO, eCii Thl BBIKUBEIIb 1OC/IE OOIIEHHUsI ¢ HUM, — J00aBUIa
elLe XOJIoJHee.

- Her!

Sl mokayHynach M CXBAaTHJIACh 32 CIIMHKY CTOSIIIIETO PSAOM CTYJa, YTOObl HE yNacTh. 3HAYMT,
BCE CTPAIWJIKK ITPpo KopoJis JJaMmuana — 3T0 He pocckasHy, a paBaa?! M B cBoeM JBOpIIE OH criesaer
CO MHOM YTO-TO TaKO€ y’kKacHOe, YTO 51 MOTy yMepeTh!

Caarasa Manecca! He BBIIIOJIHUTD KOHTPAKT - 3HAYUT yMepeTh. [IpuyemM He TosbKo MHE, HO U
Maryiike ¢ Jlaypo#, pa3 KOHTPaKT 3aKJII0YM/I HAIll OOIIUH MPeJOoK. BHIMOIHUTE — 3HAUUT MHE BCe
PaBHO yMepeThb. A eciu sl BBDKMBY B JIarax JApaKkoHa, TO rociie Oyay Ha BCIO KHM3Hb 3arepTa B MOHa-
cTeipe!

Be3 cun s onmycTUiIach Ha CTYJ M 3aKpbUla JIMIO JIAJOHSAMH, MBITAasICh YCTIOKOUTh MEUYIIUeCs
MBICJIH ¥ YHSITh OCIIIEHO KOJOTSIIeecs: Ceptie.

- Bor Bupure, rpacuHsi, Bbl Bce caMu NMOHUMaeTe, — MEXIY TEM MOYTH JIACKOBO MPOU3HEC
rpacd. — Beibupaiite: uiam Baia crapiias 104b MOTMOHET B Jalax JIPakoOHa, a sl pa30pio Bac, WU BbI
30BeTe Kpela, 1 MapuaHHa CTaHOBUTCS MOEH KeHOM. Toraa Bbl CMOXETe MPOIOIKaTh KUTh B CBOEM
MIPEKPACHOM 3aMKE U UCKaTh MOIXOASAIIETO KeHUXa 7151 MIIaJIIen JOYEepH.
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- 'pap, koHTpakT yOBET Hac, ecii MapuaHHa He OTIIPaBUTCS K €ro BeJnmuecTBy. JKeHuTech Ha
Jlaype! — apoxarum roocoM nMoBTOpUIIa MaTyIIKa M BAPYT OPOCHIa Ha MEHsI YMOJISTIOLIHIA B3TJISI.

- I'pacp Pepceii... Pocmyc, 51 Oyay Bam MpeKkpacHOM kKeHOM, — C TMPUABIXaHUEM MTPOU3HECTA
CecTpa U KOKET/IMBbIM KECTOM IOJIOKMIIA Y3KYIO JIAIOUIKY Ha PyKy rpada. 3amisHyna eMy B IJ1a3a,
3arperieTaB pecHULIaMu. — 3a4eM BaMm cTapas JieBa, Mosi cecTpuna?

- 3a4eM MHE Thl, IyCTHIIKA? ! — pABKHYJ rpad, CTpAXMBasi JIEKAIylo Ha €ro MpeIuieube AeBU-
yblo pyKy. HakioHMsCs, cXBaTHil MEHS 3a 3alsCThe, CAEPHY CO CTYJa U CHOBA MOTALWI MEHS K
aBepu: - XBaTUT pa3roBOPOB, 51 caM Hailly ’pela, KOTOPbIi HaC MOKEHUT!

- Het! — 3akpuyaiia 51 1 nomnsITanack CXBaTUTHCS 32 CIIMHKY IMBaHA, HO MYKUMHA C TAKOW CUJION
JEpHYN MeHs K ce0e, UTO 51 BCKPHUKHYJIa OT OOJIH.

[Tnoxo coobOpaxasi, 4To Aesai, pa3MaxHy/1ach U yaapwia rpada B miedo. OH 3alurmet, BhITy-
CTWJI MOIO PYKY M CXBaTWJICS 3a MECTO ylapa, a 1 OTCKOYMJIa B CTOPOHY. TsKeno /pliia, ycTaBuiach
Ha ero NepeKoCUBIIeecs: OT OOJH U 3JI0CTHU JIUIIO.

- {1 moeny x umneparopy! S npuHsia pelieHye. .. ¥ BHIIOJIHIO TO, YTO J0JKHa!

- AX THI MaJIeHbKasi JIpsiHb! 3a 3TO THI ellle MOTy4uIlb Haka3zaHue! — rpad ocKaiwi 3yObl U
caesnai OpOCOK B MOIO CTOpOHY. B3BU3THYB, 51 yBEpHYJIAch OT €ro pyK M KMHYJIACh K ABEPH, CIIbIIIA,
KaK 3a CITIMHOM KPUUYUT MaTyIKa, BU3KUT Jlaypa u 6panutcs rpad.

MHe ocrasicsi BCero oH Iar 0 IBEpH, KOrja c3aau MeHsl rpy00 CXBaTUJIM 32 BOJIOCHI:

- Kyna at1o Thl coOpanach, HeBecTyka?! — mporeawt rpad 1 ¢ TaKOM CHION AepHYJI MEHS K
ce0e, 4TO TOJI0Ba IMPOCTO B30pBajIach OT OOJH.

51 3acToHana, XxBarasch 3a pykd rpada B TIIETHOH MOIBITKE OTOPBATh UX OT ceOs, U TYT OT
JBEPU MPO3BYYaJl TOPTAaHHBIM U OUYEHb BJIACTHBIN MYKCKOU I'0JIOC, 3aCTABUBLIMI MEHS 3aMEPETh:

- Yto 31€Cch npoucxoaut?!
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XBarka naJyibleB rpaga Ha MOUX BoJiocax ocnadna. S nepHynach, ¥ OCTaBUB B €ro pyke 0oJb-
II0M KJIOK, OTCKOYMJIa B CTOPOHY. Bikasach CiMHOM B CTEHY M 3aMeplia, C TPEBOrOM MIsAAA Ha CTOs-
IIET0 B IBEPSX MYKUMHY — OTKY/Ia OH 3J1eCh, KaK Halesa MeHs?!

CeronHst Ha HeM OB CTPOTHIA M3 YepHOTO Oapxara Kam30J1 U OeJIoCHekHas pyoallka ¢ 10po-
TMMH KpY’KEBaMHU HAa MaHKeTax ¥ BopoTe. UepHble OPIOKH 3aIpaBJieHbl B BBICOKHE OJIECTSIIIE CATTOTH.
TemHBIe BOJIOCH 3a4ecaHbl Ha3a 1, OTKPbIBasI BHICOKMIT 100, BECh B MEJIKHX Ipamax. Ko xe u korma
ero Tak m3paHwi? [71a3a y Hero CJIOBHO CTalu €lle YyepHee, YeM 3allOMHWINCh MHE C TOW BCTpeuu
Ha Jjopore, a OTOM B JIeCy.

B3 MyKUMHBI HECTIEIHO MPOLIESICs IO MOEMY BCIBIXHYBILEMY JMILYy. [ 'yObl, KOTOpBIE TaK
OeccThiKe 1eJI0BAIM MEHsI, e/IBa 3aMETHO JPOTHYJIH B YJIBIOKE M CHOBA CYPOBO CXKAJTUCh.

- 4l cnpammBao, 4TO TYT MPOUCXOAUT? — MOBTOPUJI OH, NEPEBO/S MOTSKEJNEBIIMIA B3I, HA
rpada.

- A TBI KTO Takoi?! — mpe3pUTesIbHO MPOTSAHYI TOT.

- 41 3neck, uToObI 3a0paTh Heccu MapuaHHy JIapxXui1 U JOCTaBUTh €€ B UMIEPATOPCKUIl ABO-
peL, — COOOLIMIT MyKUMHA B HACTYNIMBIIEH HANPsSKEHHOM TUIIMHE. B pyke y Hero nosiBujics miot-
HBII JIUCT MepraMeHTa ¢ paclpaBUBILMM KPbUIbs aJIbIM APAKOHOM B HUKHEM YTy, TMYHON NIeYaThio
umneparopa Jdamuana. - [Ipukas ero Besmyecrtsa.

Hesnakomerl nepeBes B3MJIsA Ha 3aCTHIBLIYIO BO3JIE Kpecya MaTyIIKY:

— I'pachuns, k paccery Ballia J04b JOJKHA ObITh TOTOBA yeXaTh CO MHOM.

- Huxkro He 3a6epeT Moo HeBecTy! — BApyr 3apbrdai rpad. OcKaiu CBOH KpyITHbIE OETOCHE K-
Hble 3yObl, BTSIHYJI TOJIOBY B IUIEYM, CCYTYJIMIICS 1 HA IIPUCOTHYTHIX HOIAX, MEJJIEHHO MOIIeJ Ha CTO-
SIBLLIETO B JIBEPAX MY)KUUHY.

“CJI0BHO 3B€pb XUILHbIN, KpaJeTcs”, — MeJIbKHYJIa Y MEHS MbIC/Ib. B mamsaT Bo3HMKJIa 00pOC-
masi Oypoil IepcThio (purypa KpacHOIIa30ro Yyauiia, YTO HAajo Ha MeHs B 3epKaJbHOM Jiecy.
XOoauT, TOYHO Kak Ta TBaphb B Jiecy!

He noiins 1o He3HaKoMIIa HECKOJIBKMX 11aroB, Ipad OCTAaHOBUJICS U IOBTOPHUJI C YTPO3OM:

- Ybupaiics otciofa, ApakoHUN ciyskaka!

Bmecto oTBeTa MyX4MHA MPOTSHYJ rpady JIMCT, KOTOPBIA Jepkall B pyKe, U HaCMEIUIMBO
CITPOCHJL:

- X0THUTE OCIOPUTh NIPUKA3 MpaBUTeNA?

- [IneBath 5 XOTe HA YBU-TO MPUKA3bl! — BUBIMBBIM (hasibLIeTOM 3a0pail rpad. BeixBatui u3
PYKHU MYXKUMHBI IEPraMEHT U MPUHSJICA B IPOCTH pa3auparh Ha Kycku. PazopBas, monopocui BBepx
U, [JI57151, KaK KJIOYKH JIETAT Ha I0J1, 3aX0X0TaJI:

- Bor 1 Her HuKakoro npukasa. [omen BoH orcional

HesnakoMmel1 CliOKOMHO JOAaJICsA MOKA MOCIEAHMI OOPbIBOK JISKET Ha MOJI, OCJIE Yero LIeK-
HyJ1 najbiamu. Kycku nepraMeHTa BCIBIXHYJIM IPOCTHBIM BBICOKMM IJIAMEHEM, 3aCTaBUBIIMM MOETO
JKEHMXa B MCIyre OTIIPBITHYTh B CTOPOHY. Pa3naics rpoMkuii Tpeck, ¥ BCIOJIOXU OTHSI COOPAJIMCh B
IUIOTHBIN CI'YCTOK, CHOBA IIPEBPATUBIIMICS B JIUCT C M1€YATHIO B BUZE AJIOr0 ApakoHa. Myx4nHa elie
pa3 IeTKHYJI MajJblaMu, ¥ Oymara ToJieTena 1o Bo3AyXy IpsiMO B PyKH OaTIOIIKe.

- O3HakombTECh, rpad Japxuil, v peiaraio He pensATCTBOBATh NCIIOJHEHUIO IPUKA3a ITPaBU-
TeJIsl, — MPOU3HEC UMIEPATOPCKUI MOCTAaHHUK PAaBHOAYILIHBIM FOJIOCOM U MEepeBeT B3IJIsA]] HA MEHS.
Heckosbko cekyH/1 CMOTpeIl M CHOBA UyTh 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICS, 3aCTABUB MOM ILIEKH BCIIBIXHYTh €I1e
Kapye.

- Ham cooGmmmm, uro 3a MapuaHHO# npuesyT TOIbKO 3aBTpa. Ho, KOHEUHO, MBI HCTIONTHUM
BOJIIO MIIEPATOpa... — TPOU3HEC OATIONIKA, PACCESHHO M3y4asi IepraMeHT B CBOMX pykax. OH Tak
U HE cyMmes NOAHATHCA ¢ nosa. Cues, OTKUHYBIIMCh CIIMHOM Ha yroJl KaMMHA U JIEpXKajics pyKou
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3a cepmue. Jluio y Hero Obuto emie OnenHee, 4yeM y Maryimku. [louemy ke HUKTO HE MOMOT eMy
MOIHATELCS?

S cpenana OpuTO mar Kk HeMy, HO TyT rpad Pepceit B3peBen: “MapuanHa mMosi! [IpakoH He
3a0eperT ee!” M ¢ MepeKOIIEHHBIM OT SIPOCTH JIUIIOM OpPOCHJICS KO MHe. §1 BCKpHKHYJIA, OMSATHIIACH
Y 3aMepJia B yKace, yIepeBIlich B CTEHY.

B T0 xe MrHOoBeHuUe nepeio MHOM, 3aropaskuBasi, BLIpociia Myskckas purypa, a rpacda HeBeo-
MOW CHJION OTOpOocHiIo B cTopoHy. C rpoxoToM cimdasi o JOpPOre CTYJIbsl, OH JIoJeTes A0 HU3KOTO
CTOJIMKA y CTeHbl. PyXHyJ1 Ha HEro CHOM, CHEC JTIOOMMbIe MATYIIKMHBI CTATYTKH M3 KUTapCKOTO
CTEeKJIa, U 3aTHX C HEKPACHBO 3a/IpaHHBIMU HOTAMH.

- I'pacpmns Japxwit, BaM U BallluM JI0YEpsIM JTydllle TONTH B CBOM KOMHATHL. HauyHMTE rOTOBUTH
Heccu MapuaHHy K 10oe3/ike, — B HACTYINUBLIEW 3BEHSAIIEH THILMHE MPO3BYYall CIOKOMHBIN IOJIOC
HE3HaKOMIIA.

- JI-na, BBl aOCOJTIOTHO TIpaBbl, — MPOroBOpmiia Matyiika. Benena: - Jlaypa, Mapuansa, cie-
Ay#Te 32 MHOM, — U TepBasi NOILIa K BBIXOY U3 KOMHATHI.

Cecrpa, Bce BpeMsl OIJIsAIbIBAasICh HA JISKAIEro B OOJOMKax JiepeBa U CTekja rpada, moce-
MeHna 3a Hel. Koria 3a HUMu 3akpbuiachk ABepb, s KUHYJIAch K oTiy. OnycTuiach repes HUM Ha
KOJIEHH, C TPEBOTOH BIVIS/IBIBASICH B OJIETHOE JIUIIO.

- Bariomika, Kak Bbl? — CITPOCHIIA, YyBCTBYSI, KaK K IJIa3aM IMOAKATHIBAIOT CJIE3bI KATOCTH, TAKOH
y Hero ObLJT HECUYACTHBIN ¥ CJIAObIN BU/I.

- 41 B mopsiake, novka, cefiuac BCTaHy, — OH KPUBO YJBIOHYJICSA. - V1AM ¢ MaTyIIIKOW U CECTPO,
HauyMHai cobupathb Bemmy. Jlydrie Tede yexarh Mockopee, moka 0ebl Kakor He MPUKITIOUMIIOCh.

- Bam orerr paB, HeccH, BaM Jiydille YIATH, JO MOMEHTA, KOT/Ia Balll. .. )KeHUX OYHETCS M CHOBA
HaYHEeT OysIHUTb, — MPO3BYYaJT CBEPXY HU3KUI pOKOUyMi romnoc. [lepeso MHOM MOsIBIIACH Kpen-
Kasi MyXcKas JIaIoHb. - [103BOJIbTE MOMOYb BaM MOAHSATHCS.

Sl momHsNa ronoBy Ha mopoeAmero MyxkunHy. C TpyIoMm 3actaBuia ce0si CMOTPETh eMy B
[J1a3a, [IOKavajia roJIoBOMU:

- Bariomke mioxo, Bel ke Bugure. EMy HyxHa nomorips. Kak s Mory ero octaButh?

- He 6ecniokoiitech, B MPUOBIBIIIAM CO MHOH OTPsIIe €CTh JIeKapb — OH OCMOTPHT Balllero OTiia
Y TIOMOXET eMy TPHIATH B ceOsl.

- mu, mouka, uiu, — GaTIoIIKa Mmorjaaaui MeHs 1o pyke. — Co MHOH Bce OyaeT XOpoIto. YTpom
s1 3aii/1y IONPOIIATHCS C TOOOM.

He s Ha mpoTSAHYTYI0O MHE MYKCKYIO PYKY, sl HOOHsUIAch ¢ nona. Hamna rinasamu 3a6uB-
IIyIOCS B YTOJI MOJVCTKY, O KOTOPOH Bce 3a0bUTH:

- l'ocnoxa Belicka, qymaio, Bbl MOXETe IPOAATh CIIUTHIE 1711 MEHS IUIaThsl APYTOMY. .. IPyroi
neBylike. MHe OHM yke He MOHAaJ00ATCs, — W TOJI MPHUCTATBHBIM B3IJISIIOM KIYUYHUX YEPHBIX I71a3
HE3HAKOMIIA TOIIIa K JBEPH.
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Sl cTosina y okHa CBOell KOMHATHI U CMOTpeJa BO ABOpP. TaM ofieThie B JOPOKHBIE KOCTIOMBI, C
XMYPBIMH JIMIIAMU Ha KOHEW caauiuch moau rpaga depcesi.

[To nepumeTpy ABOpa B HAMPSIKEHHBIX 1103aX PACIIONIOKUIMCH MYKUMHBI B BOGHHOU (popme ¢
MMIIepaTOPCKUM repOooM Ha pykasax. Haso ke, CKOJIbKO YecTu [Uisi JOYKHU MpocToro rpada, uro ass
COIPOBOXK/ICHUSI BJIACTUTEINb MPHUCIIAT CBOIO JTUUHYIO cTpaxy! Bce craTHble, B KOXaHBIX JOCTeXax,
XOPOIIO BOOPYKEHHbIE, HABEPHSIKA ellle U Maru.

Nmneparopckue reapaeiiiibl BHUMATEIbHO HaOmonanu 3a moapMu rpacda. TyT ke Ha Kpbulblie
CTOSIT MaTyIIIKa M He3HaKOMell 13 Jieca. [IprkaBIIMCh T0OM K CTEKJTy, 1 CMOTpeJia, Kak rpad MoqHsII
PYKY 1 MaxHYJI B CTOPOHY BOPOT, JaBasi KOMaH 1y TporaTbcs. He misifis mo cropoHam, moexaJ nepBbiM,
32 HUM T'YCbKOM TOTSIHYJICS €r0 OTPS/L.

- Yt0, cecTpuuka, 1avelb, 4To rpad ye3xaeT, a TBOSI KU3Hb CKOPO CTAHET TaKOM, UTO J1axke
MHe TeOsi Kaib? — mpo3ByYan 3a cnuHoi rosoc Jlaypel. CecTpa mojgoliuia U BCTajda psoM, TOXe
IS B OKHO.

- 3a 4TO Thl MEHA TaK HEHaBUIMIIb, Jlaypa? — cripocuia s THXO.

- HenaBwxy? Her, cectpuuka, mpocTo mpe3upai, — OTBETHJIA OHA, - 32 TBOI HUKUYEMHOCTb,
3a MPOCTOJIOAMHCKHUE 3aMAIlIKH. . .

- 3a mMou OeJtble BOJIOCHI, — 3aKOHYMIIA 1 32 HEE.

- YTy, OHU MIPOCTO OTBPATUTENBHBI, — corflacuiach Jlaypa u nomanach JUIIOM K CTEeKIy, pas-
[JIS,AbIBAsT IIPOUCXOSIIIIEE BO IBOPE.

- [oyemy rpad ckazai, 4To s MyCTHIIIKA ¥ HE HY)KHA eMy? — BIPYT CIIPOCHJIA OHAa OOMKEHHO.
— MoskHo nogymarb, y TeOs ecth Marust, Mapuanna! Thl Bellb ToXe TycTasl, a OH BIETWICS B TeOs,
CJIOBHO ThI BeJIMKasA HeHHOCTh! [Touemy?!

- He 3Hat0, — oTBeTHa 51, IpOIOJIKask CMOTPETh B CIIMHY yesxkawouieMy rpadgy. Ckopee Bcero,
s1 OOJIbIIIe HUKOTJA €r0 He YBUXKY, CBOETO HecoCTosiBIIerocsi Mmyxa. He Beiifily 3a Hero 3amyix, He
cTaHy rpaguHei 1 X035KOH B ero MoMecThe Ha ceBepe, He poKy AeTeid... Huuero y MeHs He Oyner
U3 TOTO, O YeM MeuTajla COBCEM HEIABHO, AyMasi, YTO BIEpeJu MEHs KJET CUaCThe.

KaBaspkana yxe qoopajnach 10 BOPOT, M B 3TOT MOMEHT rpad npuaepsxkain koHs. OdepHyics,
00BeJI B3MJISIOM JIBOP, KOPOJIEBCKMX I'Bap/ICHIIEB U MOIHSLI IVIa3a K MOoeMy OKHY. Ha Heckos1bko MrHO-
BEHMIA HAIllM B3MJIsIAbl BCTPETUIIUCh, M HA €ro KPAaCHBOM JIHIIE TIOSIBUJIACH 371asi YCMeIIKa, a TyObl
1IeBEJIbHYJIUCh, IPOU3HOCS YTO-TO.

«MBpl emie Berpetumcsi, MapraHHa», - TpovUTaia s, YyBCTBYS HEMPUSITHBIN XOIOJOK B IPY/IH.
I[Tocne atoro rpag oTBepHYJICS U, IPUIIIIOPUB JIOIIA b, TIOCIA ee Brieped. Ellle HeCKOIbKO MIHOBe-
HUM, ¥ TOCNIeTHUI BCAJHUK €ro OTPsida CKPBUICS 32 BOPOTAMH.

- Vexai... - TMXOHBKO BexymmHya Jlaypa. — [mynblid, 51 6bu1a Obl eMy OTJIMYHOM KEHOM.

- He riaub, MOXeT OBITh, OH TIepeyMaeT U IMPUeJIeT cBaTaThcs K Tede. Thl Befib JedCTBUTEBLHO
KpacuBa, XOPOIIIO BOCIUTaHA ¥ HEBUHHA, — MPOOOPMOTaJIa sI, YyBCTBYs, KaK Ha TUICYM KaMEeHHOM
TSKECTBIO IaBUT HEM3BECTHOCTh U TPEBOTA.

- Jlaypa, — BIpyr pemmachk s Ha BOIPOC, — Thl HE 3HAEIb, YTO OyJeT CO MHOU JefaTh UMIIe-
parop? [Touemy maryImika yBepeHa, 4To s MOTY He BBLDKUTD MOCIE TIOE3]KU K Hemy?

- [la TI emie riymiee, 4eM s aymaia, MapuaHHa, pa3 He 3Haelllb TAaKUX Bellei! — cecTpa rmpe3pu-
TEJIbHO B3IVIsIHYJIA HA MeHs1. — EcTecTBEHHO, TO ke caMoe, YTO OOBIYHBIE MYKUMHBI JIENIAI0T B CHIAJIbHE
C *KeHIMHaMU. TOJILKO UMIIepaTop - 3TO JIPAKOH M JKyTKoe uynoBuiiie. OH OyleT AenaTh 3T0 TaK, 4To
ThI IPOCTO HE BBIACPKUIIIL OOJTH.

Jlaaypa noBepHynach, 4TOObI YIUTH, HO SI BLIENTWJIACh B €€ PYKaB.

- He yxonu, pacckaxu, 4To 3Haellb. YTo Takoro My KYMHBI JIeN1aloT, Jlaypa? — oT cTpaxa y MeHst
MepecoxJyio BO pTy. BecrnoMHmiack rocreBasi criajibHs, Kaja0OHbIE CTOHBI TOPHUYHON U PUTMUYHbIC
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nBvokeHus rpada. — HsaHiomka ropopuia, 9to MyXbsl ¢ ’K€HaMU CIIST B OTHOU MOCTENH, W TIOCTIe
9TOrO y HUX POXKAAIOTCS JIeTH, a OOJIbIIe s HIYEero He 3HA.

I'msns B Moe nepenyranHoe Juio, Jlaypa paccMesiach:

- Ox cecTpruka, MHOT/Ia CMOTPIO Ha TeOsI ¥ He MOTY TOHSITh, ToueMy Thl Takas? To Jiu Jypouka,
TO JI IOPOIIUBAsA, TO JIM TIPOCTO HAWBHASI JIO IyPOCTH... Thl YTO, HE 3HACIIb, YeM MYKYUHBI U KeH-
IIIMHBI 3aHUMAIOTCSI, KOTJ]a OCTAl0TCs HaeauHe?

- Yem?

- Tol HUKOT/Ia He BHJENA, KaK oflHa co0auka B30MpaeTcs Ha JPYyrylo WU Kak xkepeOelr Jie3eT
Ha KOObLTY?

- Buziena, koHeUHO, HO ymajia OHM TaK MI'PaloT, — pacTepsuiach .

[NomuwuTCs, 51 ObITa COBCEM MaJICHbKOMW, KOTJa YBUENA ABYX cOOaK Ha IOpoxke mapka. [1pu-
Oexaya K MaTyIIKe C BOIPOCOM, YTO 3TO OHU JIEJIAIOT, HO BMECTO OTBETa MOJIyYHIa 1o rydam yHH-
3aHHBIMU KOJIBIIAMU TIAJTBIIAMU U TTPUKA3 YIUTU B CBOIO KOMHATY. BBLIO 00JTBHO U JI0 y’&kaca OOUIHO.

[Mozxe HAHIONIKA MHE OOBSICHWIA, YTO ITO UTPhl TaKWe y *KUBOTHHIX W TOCOBETOBala K
MaTyIike ¢ MoAoOHBIMU BOIIpOcaMu He odpamarkcs. M BooOine, H y KOro, KpoMe Hee, He CIIpaiim-
BaTh, YTOOBI CHOBA IO r'ybam He MoimyuuTh. Korga s mompocia v Havajla MHTEPEecOBaThCs, OTKYA
OepyTcs IeTH, HSHIOIIKA OTBETHUJIA, YTO MYyX U JKeHA CIISIT BMECTE, OT 9TOrO M JICTUIIIKY Y HUX TIOSIB-
asotest. [Tooberana, 4To mogpoOHO BCe pacCKakeT, KOraa MpUAeT MOe BpeMsl 3aMYK BBIXOTHTH.

Terepb BOT HU MYy’Xa, HU HSHIOIIKH, TOJILKO CECTpa C ee pe3peHreM U CTPAIHBII UMIIEpaTop
B CKOPOM Oy/IyIIIeM.

- Jlaypa, pa3 Thl Bce 3Haelllb, pACCKaXU YTO MEHs kKJeT, noxanyiicral Uto 3a "KOHTpakT Ha
HEBUHHOCTB"? — B3MOJIUJIACH 1.

Ha mur Ha uiie cecTpbl MeJIbKHYJIa PacTepsHHOCTh, HO TYT e Mporiaa.

- Cama Bce y3Haelllb, TypouKa, KOrja APakoH TeOs B CHAJIBHIO 3aTaIlIUT, W TIie TaM OHU Hajl
JeBCTBEHHUIIAMHU M3JieBaloTcs. Korga HauHeT pa3peiBaTh TBOE TeJIO, a ThI BU3KATh OT O0JH! — mpo-
TOBOpPUMJIA 3JIOBEUIMM T'OJIOCOM, OT KOTOPOT'O Yy MEHSI O CIMHE MOTEeKJIM CTPYyUKH moTta. OTTONIKHYIa
MOIO BIICTIUBIIIYIOCS B €€ TIJIaThe PYKY M, XOXO4a BO BCE TOPJIO, BBICKOUMJIA U3 KOMHATHI.

S mocrosiia, TS HAa 3aXJIONMHYBIIYIOCS JBEPb, CYAOPOKHO XBaTask PTOM BO3/yX U IMBITAsCh
CIPABUTHLCS C HAKATUBIIMM yxkacoM. OH OyleT Hajo MHOW u3aeBaThcs? My4uTh MEHs TakK, 4To
Oymy kpuuath ot 6051 ?! Vinmu BpeT cectpa, 4ToObI HarmyraTh MeHs ertie 6obiie? Vim npaBmy roBopwr,
Be/Ib He 3ps Ipo umreparopa JlaMuaHa XoasT yKacHble Ciyxu?

OTIpIIABIINCD, S BBIILIIA B KOPUIOP U PEIIMTENILHBIM IIarOM TIOIIA B CTOPOHY KpbLIa, IJie
JKUJIM TOPHUYHBIC - 5 3HAIO TOrO, KTO MHE BCE paccKakeT!

Toparunyto Crepiiny s HallUla B MPaveyHoON, IJie OHA YKJIaIpIBajia B KOP3UHY YHUCTOE TOCTEb-
Hoe Oenbe. JleByIika HEOpPeKHO TMpHce/ia B KHUKCEHe W YCTaBWJIACh HA MEHs C KaJHBIM JIIOOOITBIT-
cTBOM. Bunmmo, usBectue, 4To Moei cBabObl He Oy/IeT, yKe pa3ieTesnoch 1Mo 3aMKY, BOT U IJa3eeTr
Ha MEHsI Kak/1asl CIIy’KaHKa TO JIM C JKaJIOCTBIO, TO JIU C HACMEIIKOM.

- Crepiiia, pacckaxu, 4em Thl 3aHMMAJIach B TOU criajibHe ¢ rpacom? — cipocuia s HarpsiMUK.
— Co Bcemu MOAPOOHOCTSIMH.

JleByIIka cHavyasa M3yMJIEHHO BhITApaliuia I71a3a, MoTOM 3aMOTalla TOJIOBOM:

- MeHns Bamia maryiika U3 3aMKa BBITOHWT, €CJIM Y3HAeT, U4TO s ¢ BaMH 00 3TOM TOBOPIO, —
TIO/IHSIIA KOP3UHY U TOIUIA K BBIXOMY.

- Maryika te0s1 BRITOHUT Topas3zio ObICTpee, eCli paccKaky eid, 4to Buiesa. Vinm Tl oTBeva-
elllb Ha MOM BOIIPOCHI, WM S UAY K rpaduHe, — Mpeayrnpeauia s X0JOTHbIM TOHOM. 3aHUMAThCS
9THM Ha MOMX IJIa3aX OHA MOXET, a TOBOPUTD HeT!

- Boi He craHeTe Tak Jienath! — ucnyranHo axayna Ctepiiia ¥ BBIpOHMIA KOP3UHY U3 PYK, pac-
chinasi 6elibe, KOTOPOe TOJIBKO UTO CTapaTesIbHO YKJIaJbIBaIa.

- 1 Genbe Tebe mpuaeTcs caMoi TepecTUPbIBATh, €CIU sI COOOIILY IJIABHOW TMPAYKe, YTO ThI
YKCTOE TIO TOJTy BaJIsielllb, — J100aBMIIa $1, MOPaKasiCh CBOEH PE3KOCTH.

33



. PomMm. «Kontpakt Ha HeBUHHOCTh. Uyxkas HeBecTa MMmnepatopa [IpakoHOB»

- Bor BB Kakas, rocnioxa MapuanHa! A s aymasia, Bel 100pasi, — OOMKEHHO MPOTSHYJIA
Crepiiia, IprceB U TOPOIUIMBO COOMPast C KAMEHHBIX IJTUT MPOCTHIHMA M HABOJIOUKK. Ha MeHs oHa He
CMOTpeJia, TPOMKO COTIelia ¥ HeIOBOJIBHO MOKMUMAIa Iyobl.

- Tak MHe uaTH K rpaduHe? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh 51 BMECTO OTBETA.

- CnipammBaiiTe, 4T0 XOTEJN, — JIEBYIIKA BHIIPSMIIIACH M METHYJIa B3[JIsI HA ABEPb. — TOJIBKO
JIydlIlie He 371eCh TOBOPUTBD, YIIIN JIIOOOTBITHBIE KPYTOM.

- OcTaBb KOp3UHY U Mo, — Besena s. [Tycts qymaer 060 MHe 4TO XOUeT, MHe celvac HeT
nena Jio ee ooun. HyxHo gymaThb, Kak BBIKHUTH, KOTJJa B UMIIEPATOPCKUIA ABOPEI] MOoMay.

- Tak 4urto Ttam Obut0? THI cKazasma, 4To TeOe MOHPABWIOCH, HO CaMa CTOHAJIa, Koraa rpad
nbITasIcs 1eds... TMPUIABUTh K KpOBaTH, — Havajia s Paccrpochl, YCTPOMBIIKCh HA CKaMeWKe B
6ecenke Bose npyaa. [loacTynsl K Heil XOpOIIIO MPOCMATPUBAIIMCH CO BCEX CTOPOH, TaK YTO MOKHO
ObLIO HEe 0OATHCS, YTO HAC MOACTYIIAIOT.

- A BBl TOUHO MaTyILIKE CBOEI HUYETO HE CKaxeTe, rocnoxka MapuanHa? — yroununa Crepia,
HEpPBHO OOJM3BIBAS TYOBI.

- He ckaxy. Caguce cioa v roBopH, — BeJiesia 51, [TOKa3bIBasi Ha CKaMerKy HalpoTuB. JleBynika
ceJia, CJIOKUJIa PyKU Ha KOJIEHSIX U, MOTYIUB I71a3a, XUXUKHYJIA:

- Ox, rocrioxxa MapuanHa, Bbl Takas. .. HaMBHasl, YK mpoctute MeHs. He To, uTo Bama cectpuiia
Miamas. Bor ta JaBHBIM-JaBHO BCE 3HAET PO MYKUMH U )KEHILWH, YEM OHU 10 HOYaM 3aHUMAIOTCS,
XOTbh M MJIaJiIIe Bac. BeuHo noamisapBaeT To 3a CIyramu, TO 3a TOCIOAaMu, FOCTSIMU BalllMHU.

- He 3a0wiBaiics, Thl O MO cecTpe ToBopHIlh! — obopBaia s ee. — PacckaspiBaii mpo cedst u
rpaca. Yrto Takoe Bbl Je1asiu B criajibHe?

- Hy-y-y, — 3a;yMurBO MpoTsiHYJIa TOpHUYHAsA. — BOT Korga rpad BCTas ¢ mocTesy roblil, Bbl
Ha €ro TeJjie YTO YBUJEJM TaKoro, Yero Ha BaileM Het, Heccu MapuaHHa?

- lepctp Ha rpyay y Hero ObUla, — Havasa s MPUIOMHUHATE. YeCTHO roBopsi, HE MHOTO s U
BHUJIeNIa — TaK Teperyragach, YBUJIEB UCKaKeHHOE OEIIEHCTBOM JIMIIO M KPacHOTY B Iia3zax rpada,
YTO OCTAJILHOE 0COO0 HE pas3IiisgbIBajia.

- A emie uro? Ilonwxke rpyau? — XxuxukHyaa B Kynadok Crepia. — B Tom mecre, rie KUBOT
3aKaHYMBACTCS] U HOTY HAUMHAIOTCS ?

UYepes yac g ormyctiiia ropHUuHy0. Hanocnenok, misiHyB Ha MEH$ € IJI0XO CKPbIBAEMOM JKaJlo-
CTBIO, JIEBYIIIKA MIPOTSIHYJIA:

- Hy-y, BBl cuIbHO He TepexuBaiTe, rocnoxa Mapuanna. MimnepaTtop, KOHEUHO, JPAaKOH, U
CTpAIIIHBII, TOBOPAT, O y’Kaca - HECIIPOCTa Be/lb MACKy Ha JIMIIE HOCUT, )KYTKYIO MOPIY TPUKPHIBAET.
Jla ¥ c1yxu po Hero BCsKHUE CTpAIlIHble XOAT, He 3ps ero HaspiBaloT "lamuan becnomaaneii”. Ho
BCE PaBHO, OH MYKUHMHA, & OHH, 3HAETe, BCE OIMHAKOBO YCTPOEHBI U BCE OJIHO U TO Ke JIOOSAT.

Crepiiia 1aBHO YIILIa, a 51 BCe cuziena B Oecesike, nepedupasi B yMe MoyYeHHYI0 HH(POPMAIHIO.
Horu oTkassiBaich MeHs Aepkarb. B rpyau ckpediio oT crpaxa nepen OyayInuM, KajlocTu K cede
¥ OOH[IBI, YTO HUKTO JIa)ke He MOAyMal MpeaylnpelnTh, paccKa3arh, YTO MEHs KAET B 3aMYKeCTBe,
a Terepb BOT C UMIIEPATOPOM.

XoTs KTO Mor 3T0 caenarh? He marymika xe... HsHs, MoxeT, U pacckaszaia Obl, HO I1e OHa
teriepb? [loapyr y MeHsl HET — COCeU aprCTOKPAThl, C AOUEPSIMU KOTOPBIX 51 MOTJIa Obl IPYKUTh,
KUBYT OY€Hb JIaJIeKo OT Hac. [la v He (paKT, YTo UX AOUKU 3HAIOT OOJIbIIIE MEHSI.

C nepeBeHCKMMH M JIBOPOBBIMH JIEThbMU MHE MATyIKa He pa3periayia oOaThCsl, XOTs OHU
MoOIJId Obl MEHS... MPOCBETUTh, KaK TOJBKO uTO caeiaia Crepia. A XOAWUTh U MOAIISIBIBATH IO
criasibHsM, Kak Jlaypa, s Obl 1 cama He ctana. Jlaxe eciau Obl JOragpBagach, 4To TaM MPOUCXOTUT
YTO-TO HEOOBIUHOE, BCE PABHO He cTasia Obl. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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